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With a painfu| sensation of embarrassment, |
glided towards the half-open door in order to escape
the glances from those ladies gpposite me, also from
the other pergons Whom I knew were around me. But
having reached the door, 1 found myself dressed.
Satisfied on this point, | came back to the company.
As | was returning, my left elbow touched the arm
of one Of the two gent'emen who were Standing near
the door. To my Stupefaction the arm passed with-
out resistance through mine, then the divided parts
came together without pain, rejoining themselves as
if made of air. Quickly 1 looked at his face to see
whether he had felt this contact, but he gave ne Sign
of it. He remained Standing, gazing f|Xed|y at the
bed which 1 had just left. 1 looked in the direction
of the bed and saw my °©Wn corpse. I was there,
lying in the attitude which 1 had so much trouble
to assume, slightly turned on the right side, my
feet close together and y hands crossed on the
chest. 1 was sgyrprised at the pallor of my face.
I had not seen a mirror for several days and 1
should have thought myse|f less pa|e than the
majority ©f people equally iH- 1 congratulated
myself, for my own part, upon the decent attitude
which 1 had given to my body, hop|ng that my
friends would not be less favorably impressed with
it. 1 saw a number of peorgons Seated or standing
around the body, and I noticed particularly two
women Wwho seemed to be kneeling at my left. 1
understood they were shedding tears. | have learned
since that they were my wife and my Sister, but at
this moment I had no consciousness of personality-
wife, sister, or friend, all were the same to me. |1
wished |ater, to attract the attention of these per-
sons With a view of confirming them in the certainty
of their own immorta”ty_ I made some joyous bows
and saluted the company With my right hand. 1
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placed myself in the yery midst of them, but they

id no attention. Then the of the situa-
paid i hen the comedy of the si
tion struck me and 1 |aughed quite gay|y ‘Never-
theless, 1 thought, They must have heard this,
but it must have been OtherWise, for ro eyes were
turned gway from my corpse. | said to myself:
'They On|y see With the eyes of the body and can-
not see the spirits.  They examine what they be-
lieve to be me, but they are mistaken. It is not |,
I am here and 1 am more alive than ever."

"I went out of the gpen door, lowering my head

and searching for a place to put my feet in order
to go down to the vestibule. I crossed the door-

sill, went down the gteps, and out into the street.
There 1 stopped to look around me. Never have
I seen this street so d|st|nct|y as | saw It then; 1
noticed the redness of the soil and the pyddles ©f
water left hy the rain. 1 cast an anxious gye about
me as would one who is ggjng to leave his home
for a |ong time. I perceived then that 1 was taller
than I had been in my terrestial |ife, a fact which
gave me much pleasurel I was a|WayS too small
for my own comfort. 'Now," thought I, " my
new existence | shall be according to my desire.
I noticed also that p,, clothes fitted my greater
height exactly, and | wondered with astonishment
whence they came, and how I found them on myself.
The fabric was a kind of Scotch cloth, a good suit,
not luxurious but presentable. 'l feel so well now,'
I said to myse|f, ‘and only a few moments g0 1
was terrib|y sick and was Suffering_ Here then is
this change, which we call death and which fright-
ened me so greaﬂy. Now it is over and am 1 still
a man full of life and thought? Yes, truly, and
with a mind clearer than ever. What a wonderful
state of We”-be”']g 1 shall never more be sick and

cannot die ggain.' 1N my exultation, I |eaped for
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joy then again continued the contemplation Of my
figure and n,y clothes.

"Suddenly ! noticed that I could see a thin line
down the back of 1y coat. ‘'How is jt' said |,
‘that | can see my back?' 1 looked again to re
assure myself, at the back of my coat and my |egs
down to my heels; | put my hand to , face to
touch my eyes; yes, they were in their p|ace_ 'Am
I then, like an owl who can turn his head ha|f_Way
roundi” 1 tried that, but without success. Then
it might Pe possible, ! thought, that though sepa-
rated from my body for the moment, | may have
the ability of seeing with the gyes of my body; and
I turned to look back of me. By |Ooking through
the half-open door to see if the head of 3y, own
body were on a line with myse'f, 1 perceived a thin
thread like that of a spider's web, starting from

behind 1y, shoulders and ending in the body oppo-
site, at the base of the neck.

"l deduced from this conclusion, that, thanks to
that bond, I could still make use of the gyeg Of my
body and | went down into the street. 1 advanced
a few steps and lost consciousness. When I re-
covered I was Boating N space Sustained py hands
which were ho|d|ng me I|ght|y on either side. The
possessor of these hands, if there were gne, was be-
hind me, pushing me through the ajr, which seemed
a rapid and agreeable method of locomotion. In
time, 1 understood my situation petter; 1 had been
taken away and p|aced with ease at the entrance of
a narrow but well arranged passage, which arose
at an incline of not less than 45 degreesl Raising
my eyes, | found the gky and the clouds to be at
their usual height; Iowering them 1 noticed below
the verdant crest of the woods. | thought, ‘The
tops of these trees below are as far away as the
clouds above.' I examined the materials of the
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road; it was made of fine sand and a kind of milky
quartz. ' picked up = piece and examined it quite
closely. 1 remember yery Well that in the center
there was a small black Spot; I looked at it minute|y,
and it was a small cayity apparently caused py
chemical action of some metal.

"It had rained and 1 felt the freshness of the air.

I noticed that, despite the roughness ©f the slope

I did not experience any fatigue N walking, my feet
were light and my steps uncertain as those of a

child. As I walked, the memory of my recent illness
came back to my mind, and 1 was enjoying the
sense Of 1y, renewed health and recovered strength.
Then a feeling of loneliness overpowered me: 1 de-
sired the society of some Companion, and reasoned
with myself: 'Some one dies' every Mminute, | have
been waiting merely 30 minutes, surely some one
will die in these mountains and will come to keep
me company.  Meanwhile I gyrveyed the space
around me. Toward the east there was a |gng chain
of mountains and a forest below extended to the
side of the mountain, and beyond that, to its sum-
mit. Below me was a wooded Va”ey through which
ran a beautiful river whose multitude of tiny waves
were tossing up =2 Vveil of white gpray. I compared
this stream to an emerald river, and the mountains
seemed greatly to resemble the hejghts of Waldron.
The abrupt slope of the black rocks which lay to
the right and the left of the road called to my
memory Lookout Mountain, where the railroad
passes between the Tennessee River and the moun-
tain. Thus the three great faculties of the mind-
memory, judgment, and imagination-acted together
in all their integrity.

"l awaited a Companion for over a quarter of an
hour, but no one came. Then | reasoned: It is

probable that when one dies each has indivdually
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to follow his given path’ and is ob“ged to travel
alone. As there are not two men exactly alike, it
follows that there cannot be two travelers faring
a|ong the same route in the other world.'

"I felt certain that some being from the other
world would come to meet me, but strangely enough
I was not thinking ©f any °re person iN particular

that 1 would have preferred. 'Ange| or demon,’
said 1 to my3e|f, ‘one or the other will come; 1 am

curious to know which it shall be.' 1 thought then
that 1 had never believed in all the dogmas of the
Church, but that I had py my writings and my
words affirmed a belief 1 considered better. 'But,

I continued, ' know nothing; is there a p|ace for
doubt and a p|ace for error? It is possib|e that
I am hurrying on to a terrible destination." Then
something difficult to describe took place all around
me, and coming from every point, ! heard expressed
thoughts. 'Be without fear,- you are saved! |
heard no voice, | saw no being, but 1 was conscious
that at diferent pgints, at various distances from
me, some one was thinking and expressing things
that concerned me. How could I take cognizance
of them? It was so very mystenous that 1 doubted
its reality. A sensation of doubt and fear over-

powered me and I pegan t© grow very miserable,
when a face stamped Wwith ineffable love and tender-

ness appeared for an instant and strengthened my
faith.

"Without consciousness or efort on part my
eyes reopened; ! noticed my hands and the little
white bed on which I |gy, and reglizing that I had
reentered body, I cried out with surprise and



276 PROOFS OF THE SPIRIT WORLD

disappointment ‘What has happened? Must I die
again?' 1 was yery weak, but still strong enough to

recount the preced"']g Story in Spite of all the ex-
hortations to remain gujet."

From rep]ies made to investigators, it was evident
that the sick man had Correcﬂy seen the facts and

exterior images_ Thus the two gen“emen seen near
the door of the room in truth Occupied that p|ace,
and the pudd|es of water seen in the streets were
rea||y outside, since the weather had been rainy. As
to the thin fluidic thread, the subject may have had
some know|edge of this theory' but he did not believe
in it at a”’ so that no one could attribute this
phenomenon to the visualization of an expectant
idea.

The recital of the doctor has been connrmed by
five persons, who were then present, and Myers tells
us that his interest was so keenly aroused that he,
as well as his friend Hodgson, desired to make the

personal acquaintance ©f the narrator.

Thus all the testimony agrees N representing the
process Of death as a freeing ©f something which
is not absolutely immaterial, but which is the seat
of the thinking principle. 1t would be \wrong, there-
fore, to consider a phantom as an unreality. T©

reject a reality because it lends itself to raillery
would be an attitude unworthy of a scientific mind.

The histories of ghosts, "Les revenants” as they
are called in French, the returning ones, find their
justification in the established proof of the existence
of a iluidic substratum which brings into objectivity
the images of the world of thought. This has noth-

ing of the supernatural, and there are gpparition!
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of such an authentic character that it would be
absurd not to take them into account.

Knowing that a Jiving being may act upon another

by te|epathy and produce by this means a visual
image, we know pheyond the shadow of a doubt that

this vision is due to an exterior and active gpera-
tion. When this operation may influence the senses
of several people it does not prgye as yet, perhaps,
its material objectivity, but it proves at least that
which 1 shall call essential objectivity.

The following apparition, seer independently by
three people, has been reported by = member of the
Royal Astronomical Society of London in a well-
known scientific journal, valued highly by all
astronomers; English Mechanic and World of
Science, of July 20, 1906.

It is of importance to notice that the apparition
appeared after a death. We shall give but a brief

résume:

On the tenth of jJanuary, 1879, Rev. Charles
Tweedale, awakening in the middle of the night,
saw his grandmother appear, ©observed her for
several seconds, and then saw her gradually fade

from sjght into the mognlight.
One thing in particular struck him-that his

grandmother was Wearing an old-fashioned iiuted
bonnet. His own father was awakened tpoo, at the
same moment, and saw the same apparition (h|s

mother) Standing near his bed. F|na||y the sister
of the latter who lived 30 kilometers from there,

had the same vision of her mother’ that same
evening at 2 am. Mr. Tweedale, the father, noted
the precise instant. As for Mr. Chas. Tweedale

(the son) he was sure, according to the |ight thrown
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on the walls, that the moon had crossed the
meridian. He consulted on this gybject the Secre
tary of the Royal Astronomical Sgciety of London,
who fixed the hour of the pa55age at 14 hrs. 19
minutes which corresponds to 2:19 o'clock in the
morning. The grandmother had died at 15 min-
utes after midnight. Thus three pergons, inde-
pendent of each other, had the same vision two hours
after the decease. Moreover, Mr. Tweedale declares
that he had not seen his grandmother for several
years when she died. He wrote to his uncle and
sent him a sketch of the ponnet, asking if there
were an ana|ogy between it and the mortuary head-
Covering of the deceased. The uncle rep"ed, "The
resemblance is striking."

The Rev. Chas. Tweedale, a member of the Royal
Astronomical Society of London ends with the fol-
Iowing reflections:

"The fact which 1 have just reported presents

all the guarantees ©f authenticity, and one could
not, 1 think, regard it as fraudulent. 1 counsel aH

the incredulous to peryse the remarkable facts con-
tained in Human personality, by F- Myers, and also

those of the prgceedings of the Society for Psychical
Research.  Sixteen volumes 4, be consulted to

great advantage. To those of our readers who would
care to delve a little deeper into these perplexing
pr0b|ems with a true scholar, 1 would name Sir
William Crookes, Sir Oliver Lodge, as also several
eminent members of the Council of the Society."

We often have great diiliculty in impressing
Superficia| minds with the notion that the appari_

tions of deceased persons are really studied to-day,
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and real scholars. The i is nevertheless
Yy questlon

much simplified by the data recently acquired by

telepathic messages, provoking = vision which is a
faithful picture of the situation in which the de-

ceased found himself in his last minutes. Often
the manifestation is limited to Simp|e apparition’
which is shown calm and smiling, at the yery hour
when the sick pergon is expiring; it is sometimes a
true materialization-that s, this invisible body,
described by all clairvoyants, finds in the surround-
ing air unknown resources Of strength, se that py
means Of condensation it mpgy attain visibility. Wwe
read in Telepathic Hallucinatiom, page 182, of a
similar case of condensation and gradua| formation,
thus described by a friend of the deceased:

"In proportion as it gdvanced, this fog, to call
it thus, concentrated in a gingle place, grew thicker,
and presented the contours of a human figyre of
which the head and shoulders became more and more
distinctly visible, while the rest of the pgdy seemed
enveloped in a veil of 5,7, like a mantle. The
full light of the window fell ,pon the object, which
was so |acking in Consistency and so thin that the
light, reflected on the highly vamished panels of
the door, was visible through the lower part of the

garment. The apparition had ne color, it seemed
to be a statue sculptured out from the ng."

The witness of this apparition then recognized the
features of a very dear friend; the face had an
expression of peace, repose, and holiness. Then in

an instant everything disappeared as a vapor does
when it comes iNto contact with cold air. The next

day's mail prought news that this friend had died
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at the gy, moment when he had been seen. It was
a sudden death, that nothing could have predicted.

This example belongs t© = category ©f similar
facts by which we may allirm that the apparition of
the deceased is not always a matter of simple
telepathy, but may sometimes be manifested py the
ordinary process Of materialization. Let us cite the

following:

Mr. Binet relates (The Unknown, p. 841) that a
little friend of his appeared to him under the same
conditions. It seemed to him that he saw a gy Of
moonlight walking, then this luminous shadow, float-
ing as = dress, took the form of a hody, It advanced
towards the bed. "A thin face smiled at me,* he
said. "I cried out 'Leontine!’ Then the luminous

shadow, still g||d|ng, disappeared at the foot of the
bed.”

M. Binet was at this time at Donchery; the sub-
ject was a young girl killed in the bombardment
of Mezieres; and the apparition was Mmade visible
during the very night and at the hour when the
child was killed. |ndependent of the interest which
these gpparitions present, independent of the cer-
tainty of their rea“ty and even oOf the proofs of
identity which they carry With them, we must agree
that those seen by several persons may also pro-
duce themselves under conditions that tend to con-

firm the materiality ©f images.

They satisfy the conditions of real things, when
the jmage has been well localized py everyone in the
same place, when it is reflected in a mirror and ful-

fills the laws of perspective, presenting its full face
to one, and its profile to another, etc.
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An account, by C. Flammarion, will be read with
interest. It concerns an occurrence Of which he
knew all the elements, as it took place in his own
fam||y We reproduce it in full and with the com-
mentaries of the author:

AN Arranrriou

Paris, Dec. 5, 1911.
Dan. M. Lnnumm:

In answer to your request Of last week for your
Christmas number, a fortunate coincidence has
allowed me to satisfy your Wishes and 1 hasten to
send youy this account. Always engaged in unend-
ing researches, | was |00king without success for
some new fact to bring to your notice when, this
morning, = visit brought it to me. My lamented
nephew, Capt. Camille Martin, of the Colonial In-
fantry, died at Paris on the 22nd of last March,
exhausted py fever and fatigue at the zge of 46
years. He passed away IN an apartment on the ave-
nue des Gobelins, in which he had lived for over a
year. His widow and step-daughter came to an-
nounce his demise, both still trembling, though the
event had occurred seven months previously, from
a psychic phenomenon worthy of attention. A |ong
absence from Paris had prevented them from speak-
ing of it to me yp to this time.

About six weeks after the death of her hysband,
Mme. C. Martin, was in her bed, in the same apart_
ment (pyt not in the death chamber), when, not as
yet quite asleep, she perceived the shade of her hus-
band, iioating in air not far from her. Her
daughter, asleep in another hed, awakened syddenly

and perceived the shade of her step-father coming
directly towards per, |ooking at her with the sunken
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and sickly eyes which characterized him in the last
hours of pjg/life. She was so greatly frightened, that
she uttered a dreadful ¢ry, and even now, in relating
these facts to m¢, she trembled from head to foot,
and her features took on a strange pallor. ! begged
them both to write Separate|y a summary of what
they had seen and felt.

These are the two accounts:

Statement py Mme. Camille Martin. It was in
the first week of May, 1 had gone to bed, quite late,
about 11.80 or midnight, very much absorbed py
the petty business details that I had been gpliged to
discuss during the day. The night was warm and
the room but Vague|y illumined by the ||ghts of
Paris. 1 was lying in bed unable to sleep, my eyes
wide gpen, When | perceived a shadow, that of Ca-
mille, with a grayish hue on his face, his eyes sunken,
with deep, dark circles, and his person enveloped in
a sort of grayish drapery. Half of his body was
distinguishable; his |egs seemed to disappear into a
grayish tint, as if enveloped in a fog. The shade
had just come iNn through an open window and
seemed to float at about Sixty centimeters above
the floor, advancing, or rather g||d|ng1 in the direc-
tion of my daughter's bed. From .,y bed, I could
follow it the better because a mirror that faced me
repeated each movement of the shade. Much dis-
tressed, but without the least fear, 1 wondered what
my poor Charles was seeking, when at this exact
moment, as he was nearing my daughter's bed, she
screamed in terror and called me, crying out. 1
answered, "Yes, | see him tgo, do not be afraid.”
But ggain she cried out more piercingly than pefore,
and the shade disappeared in the mirror. After
this vision, my daughter went to sleep again, quite
calmly, more calmly than she ever had before,
since this death. The next evening, the fear of see-
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ing this apparition again made her so nervous that
she did not wish to glggp in her own bed, and asked

to share mine, trembling all the while. As for .
self, 1 have never experienced the slightest fear. On
the contrary, ! felt a beneficent calm and passed the
rest of the pjght without the smallest disturbance.

Often since, 1 have tried again to see Camille, by
th|nk|ng Strong|y of him, but have never obtained
the glightest phenomenon.

I must call to your hotice, also, that at the time
of this gpparition, we frequently heard singular and
inexp|icab|e noises in the grooves of the floor, the
doors would clap violently, even though they had
been carefully closed and locked and tested at vari-

ous times. Our apartment was, as you knOW' on
the fifth floor.

M. Murrm.

Statement py Mile. Bertha pypont. This dates
from about the first ays of \May between the fifth
and the tenth. We had retired at midnight. 1
have the impression that 1 had been asleep about
an hour when 1 felt mysel|f awakened as py a fluid.
Opening my eyes, | saw a shadow a short distance
away from me. It seemed to be vaguely draped in
a shroud, the arms crossed on the chest, the lower
part of the body not being visible; it was like a
fog about to lift. The shadow seemed to Boat and
advance towards y bed. | have a yery distinct
impression that 1 was awake and saw it approaching

me. | recognized the features of ny step-father's
face, and was seized with an gverwhelming fear. He

came directly towards me. After having seen and
recognized him for perhaps two seconds, I called
out in order to awaken Mother, who was Sleeping in

the same room, almost perpendicularly t© my bed,
and to tell her of ,, fear. She answered me quietly,
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to my great surprise, for I had thought her asleep:
"But | see it glsp, do not be afraid.” In my terror

I cried out another time to her and at this moment
the shade vanished. 1 went to glegp quite calmed
and the remainder of the night slept better than 1
had at gy time since the death which had be-
reaved us.

Burns DUroN'r.

"Here are two observations of the same phenomena.
The explanation generally admitted by physiologists
is that this was a matter of hallucination. But I
should rea”y like to know the exact exp|anatory
value of that word. It is considered as a gynonym
for the word illusion. That is to g5y, we have here

a purely subjective phenomenon, and there is nothing
that exists outside the brains of the two narrators.

Their vision was a Simp|e product of their imagina-
tion, and nerves. Is a collective hallucination as sim-
ple as that? We mgy suppose, it is true, that Mrs.
Martin, under the vivid jmpression ©of the recent
death of her husband, Constanﬂy kept alive by busi-
ness discussions, believed she saw a shadow that had
no real existence, herself Creating it entire|y1 and
that the waves emana‘[ing from her brain had
afected that of her daughter_ It is possible’ but
such an explanation, it must be acknowledged, is
hypothetical and rather complicated. Let us fur-
ther notice, that while the young girl watched this
mysterious shade coming straight toward her, her
mother had seen itin three-quarter view in the mirror.
Divers theories have been brought out Concerning
apparitions of this nature. I do not assert that

pe can strictly allirm the reality of the presence Of
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my dear pnephew. It is not, as certainly, disproved.
But the one hypothesis is not less acceptab|e than

the others. Why destroy the fact of mere Skepti-
cism? It seems to me wiser and more |og|ca| to

register the observation and add it to those of a
similar nature. These documents Will serve one day
for definite discussion; let us not neglect any effort
toward solution of the great problem. It may be

something entirely different from a real gpparition,
but it is a fact of observation to analyze without

any preconceived idea. We are still so jgnorant
of the mysteries of the soul.
"CAMILLE FLAMMAEION." *

The observations and documentation of which we
have made use thus fgr, in order to establish the facts,
are serviceable to conquer the resistance of the in-
credulous.  Now, however, that the credibility of
the facts is well established, now that they have been
verified everywhere, through mediums, with [iving
persons, and at the bedside of the dying, we should
lay aside all considerations of the gpjective or sub-
jective nature of the phenomenon. Abandoning the
mask of skepticism we should lend an ear to the voice
of sentiment which has also the right to be heard.
It is when the organs, ravaged by illness, are en-
feebled, and cease to oppress the soul with the heavy

We|ght of matter, that we all become C|airvoyants_ It
is then that souls approach the frontier of the two

worlds; telepathic communications are re-established
quite natura”y with the beyond; and the invisible
appears to us.
We read in Annals of Psychical Science, year
! Extract from La Reno Spirits, January, 1912.
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1906, page 159; | take the following case from
Volume []], page 82, of Proceedings of S. F. P. R.
It was communicated to the Society by ar Irish
colonel. It peing understood that the principal réle
of this event is held by the colonel's own wife, one
may readily see why he would not desire the names

to be published:

About sixteen years ago, Mrs. — — said to me,
"We shall have guests during the entire next week.
Do you know of gpy one who could sing with our
daughtersP" 1 remember that y,y gunsmith, Mr. X.,
had a daughter whose voice was charming and who
studied Singing with the idea of becoming a pro-
fessional. 1 told Mrs. — of her, and offered to
write to Mr. X, asking him k|nd|y to permit his
daughter to come and Spend a week with us. This
being decided ypon, | wrote to the gunsmith and
Miss Julia X. was our guest during the aforesaid
time. 1 do not know whether Mrs. saw her
afterward. As to Miss Julia, instead of devoting
herself to her grt, she married Mr. Henry Webley
some time later. NO one Of us ever had occasion to

see her again_ SiX or seven years passed Mrs.
__ . who had been ill for several months, was

dying and expired the day following the one of which
1 shall Speak 1 was seated at her side and we were
talking of certain matters which she wished yery much
to arrange. She seemed g, calm and resigned,; in
full possession ©f her intellectual faculties. This is
proved by the fact that later the wisdom of her views
was attested, when the error of our |awyer's advice

was recognized, he having judged useless some meas-
ure Suggested by the sick woman. Sudden]y she
changed her conversation and sajd, addressing her-
self to me, "DO you hear those sweet voices sjnging?"
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I answered that I heard nothing. She added, "I have
heard them several times tg-day; | do not doubt they
are angels who are Coming to welcome me into
heaven; on|y it is strange, that among them there is
one voice | am sure | knOW’ but 1 cannot remember
whose it is!”  Syddenly she interrupted herself and
said, indicating = point above my head, "Why, she is
here in the room! It is Julia X. Now she is drawing
near, She is pending over you, she is |ifting her hands
in prayer. Look, she is going." ! turned about,
but saw nothing. Mrs. — added, "Now, she has
gone." | naturally felt that these aiiirmations were
nothing less than the imaginations ©f a dying weman.
Two days later, in |ooking over a number of the
Times, | happened to read in the death notices the
name Of Julia X, wife of Mr. Weplgy. This im-
pressed me so keenly that immediately after the
funeral of ,, wife I went to 5 __ where I ggught
Mr. X, and asked him if Mrs. Julia Webley, his
daughter, was really dead. He answered, "It is gnly
too true, she died of puerpera' fever. The day of

her death she began to Sing in the morning and sang
through the day until death hushed her voice.”

Against those phenomena produced during the
crisis preceding death, the gbjection is often raised
that they are subjective hallucinations. However,
upon examination, this explanation seems little better
than the one of an excited prain; first because these

visions are beyond all that could be expected from
the activity of an organ facing annihilation; finally
because the elements of truth which they contain can-
not be explained by hallucination, if we consider the
numerous proofs ©f identity and premonitions fur-

nished py these gpparitions.
We have just seen Mrs. at the moment of the
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final crisis receive a. visit from a pergon Whom she
had no reason to suppose dead; and Mr. Bozzano
remarks on this Subject that we know no ana|ogous
hallucinations, producing, under the same form, ap-
paritions ©f living people. ©n the contrary, many
cases are presented in which the dying ene perceives
the gpecter of a person Whom he thought still alive,
and who in this case is really dead.

Here, as in the preceding cases, we have only
touched ||ght|y upon the Subject’ not having treated
any case thoroughly, hoping merely to arouse the
curiosity of the reader hy a glance over an assem-
blage ©of facts, which it is yery important to bring
to the popular mind. He who is interested in these
questions will find a special collection of books that
will enable him to answer the objections that arise
to these statements. But the great book has yet to
be written 5on the manifestations which take place
around the dying. In the Annals of Psychic Sci-
ences, Mr. Ernest Bozzano has pyplished = series

of ascending complexities, accompanied by very
scholarly commentaries. We quote from it as follows:

Dr. Paul Edwards called to the bedside of a friend,

a Jick person in full possession of all her faculties,
reports the last words which, at the time of her

death, she addressed to her husband.: "Now my
greatest desire is to go away. 1 see several
shades who are moving around me all dressed in
white; 1 hear a delicious melody. - - 0, there is

Sadie, she is near me and knows perfectly who I am."
(Sadie was a little child, whom she had lost about
ten years before.) "Sissy," said her husband to her.

'Annals 1906, p. 150-151. Boul. Pereire, 175 Paris.
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"Sissy, do you not see that yoy are dreaming?"
"Ah, my dear," answered the sick |ady, "Why did you
call me back? Now I shall have more difficulty in
passing to the Beyond. 1 felt so happy there; it was
so delightful, so beautiful.” After about three min-
utes she gdded, "I am going now, again; and this
time 1 shall not come back when yq call me." This
scene lasted but eight minutes. We could see that
the dying woman was enjoying a Comp|ete vision
of two worlds at one time, because she spoke of faces
that were moving about her in the Beyond, and
spoke to the mortals in this world. It has never
happened to me since to be present at a more solemn

or more jmpressive death, a true passing over into
another world.

Ornn Cssns Tamm mnon ‘run Amzans or Psrcmc
Scmncns

Dr. Wilson of New Ygrk, who was present at the
last moments of the tenor, James Moore, Speaks as
follows:

"It was four o'clock and the [ight of dawn which
he had awaited with such anxiety began to filter in
through the closed shutters. 1 bent over him and
noticed that his face was calm and his gye clear. He
looked at me and taking my hand in his said to me,
'You have been a good friend to me, Doctor, you did

not leave me.! Then something happened which 1
shall never forget to my dying day, something that
my pen IS impotent to describe. 1 cannot otherwise
express myself than py saying that, though he seemed
to have preserved all his reason, he was transported

into the Beyond and, though ! cannot well explain
the matter, | am convinced that he penetrated the
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spiritual domain. In fact, raising his voice more
than he ever had during his illness, he cried out,
‘There is my mother!  Are yq coming t© me, to see
me here, Mother? No, no, it is 1 who will come to
you. Wait a moment, Mother, I am almost free;
I am able to join you; wait a moment’ His face
had an expression of ineffable happineSS7 and the

manner in which he Spoke made an impression upon
me the like of which I had never felt until that day,

He saw his mother and he gpoke to her; of that 1
am as firme convinced as that 1 am seated at this
minute.

“In closing these memories, | wished to describe
what has been the most extraordinary event which 1
have ever witnessed, and have recorded word for word
that which 1 heard. It was the most beautiful death
of the many at which I have been present.”

Another case, page 149. Mr. Alfred Smedley, on
pages 50-51, in his work, "Some Reminiscences,"
describes as follows the last moments of his wife:

"Some instants before her death her gyes were
fixed ypon something Which seemed to fill her with
an agreeable and very keen surprise; then she said,
'Why, there is my sister Charlotte, my mother, my
father, my brother John, my sister Mary. Look,
they are bringing Bessy Heap too- They are all
here. Oh! it is pbeautiful; how Iovely it is! Do you
not see them?"  'No, my dear,’ 1 answered, 'l regret
that 1 do not’ ‘'You cannot see them?' she asked
with surprise. 'But they are nevertheless here, they
have come to take me with them. One part of our
family has already crossed the great Sea, and soon
we shall all be reunited in that celestial abode.' 1
must add that Bessy Heap was a faithful servant,
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much beloved py our family, and that she always
had a particular affection for n,, wife. After this
ecstatic vision the sick woman remained for some time

quite exhausted, then raising her eyes fixedly,
towards heaven, and stretching out her arms, she
expired."

Yes! there are beauties in Heath which, better
than all reasoning’ carry conviction, but there are
also truths which tax reason. The cases which we
have just cited are gmong the simplest, but the same
visions are often found in the diHerent forms of
phenomena which we have described elsewhere. When
the messengers Who watch at the door of death
begin to be visible to the dying, they show them-
selves phy particular signs Which prove their jdentity,
or at least they give signs ©f objectivity. Often
they are the pyurveyors ©f special knowledge, giving
useful warnings; interesting themselves in family
aB°airs, or even again, as in the case of Elisa Man-
nors, coming to collaborate with the experimenters
with the fixed intention of fyrnishing a new proof
of their jdentity. Consider these complications,
We|gh all this in your mind, and ask yourse|f if it
be longer possible to believe in the theories of the
accidental coincidence of hallucination?

Another proof, which is not, as one would like to
believe, mere|y an jllusion, is that these same phe_
nomena are perceived by very young children, too
young to be accused of imposture. Even before be
coming ill they describe very ndvely the wisdom of
a parent or little brother’ Who comes to tell them
they are soon to pass ©over to the "other Side,"
urging them to tell Mother not to \yeep, The senti-
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m t of the "other side" is yery common with chil-
dren, whose ideas no other doctrine has gyer warped.
They have kept 2 memory ©f having lived before,
a memory Of which they often give startling proofs,
C|t|ng names Of different personages whom they knew
or naming the professions which they followed in a
preceding existence, describing places they had in-
habited, and often even the manner in which they
died.

After you have studied the whole series of docu-
ments based upon testimony of reliable witnesses, a
synthetic examination of all the data will force con-
viction ypon you. You will bow to the evidence and

will free yourself from the deceptive suggestion that
the hypothesis of survival is not a rational hypothe
sis because it is contrary to scientific data. The

materialists are those who claim to arrive at a de-
duction, in the same manner as those who consecrated
error in the past centuries, and retarded a progress
which has been realized despite them. The material-
ist! Have you ever wished to go deeper into the
psychology ©f a man who believes that he is free

to deny.a thing because it shocks his conceptions
concerning matter? Such a man does not under-

stand that 0n|y the Striking realities appreciab|e to
our senses have the right to be amrmed in a world
where all material appearances are but illusions. The
first error Of man was to believe that the sun rises,
that the earth is immovable, that he himself is the cen-
ter and the aim of creation. The materialist is a man
incapable of freeing himself from the illusion of the
senses, 2 man Who believes that sensation should give
him the full measure oOf everything_ |ncapab|e of
abstracting’ he finds it enough to discover some ves-
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tige of primitive man in a diluvian stratum of the
third formation in order to believe that he has re-
constructed the genesis of the world; for he qua”fies
as sypernatural &ll that which transcends his under-
standing. As a theologian ©f the fourteenth century
denied that 5, other world than our small glohe
might have existed, so the materialist of to-day
denies that there mgy, exist something meore subtle
outside of our grganism. The man who does not
believe what he sees is very near to being ridiculous;
the materialist is absolutely ridiculous. Is it not he
who yesterday denied the possibility ©f magnetism,
of action at a distance, and wireless telegraphy? IS
it not he who made the vyisibility of things the cri-
terion of their reglity, and who advanced the prin-
ciple that the atom, being the only existing reality,
contained within itself the cause of all things, and
was the only basis of all that exists. The materialist
is still more ridiculous to_day than the theologian of
former times; the latter could conceive our world as
the center of a Sing|e system. But he who proclaims
that the atom suiices to generate the world of
thought, is he not as foolish as he who claims that
our g|0be suHices to exp|ain the generation of suns?
Why do we always look below for the solution which
can be found gnly above? \Why should we refuse to
take into account the reasons hidden in the mystery
of the Cosmos under the pretext that our ggze can-
not reach them and, iN consequence, the cosmic rea-
sons must be Supernatura|? But you, who assume
to know the limits of |ife, look into your past; your
mistaken theories no |onger avail. You said, "Life
is impossible without oxygen, life is impossible in
darkness, life is impossible under the great pressure
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of the depths of the seg"; and perhaps you would
have been right if matter contained the germ Of life.

But since, in fact, life transcends matter, is the vital
principle which fashions matter and grganizes it,
adapting it to its ends, observation will glways prove

you wrong. Life is manifest everywhere, even where
it is forbidden to gppear, and continues where yqy

said it had ended; and life does not even begin where
you believed it did. In order to limit life to the
short gpace Of time comprised between the cradle and
the graye, it would be ngeessary to aflirm that beyond
these limits there is ro |Onger mystery. And the
materialist gccepts no mystery, for, in order to per.
suade himself that a mjlligram ©of inert substance
may perform = miracle in nine months, he asserts
that his chemistry explains the progress ©f the
fmtus, which comes into the world for the first time.
He assumes, then, a kn0W|edge of the absolute and
an understanding of first causes, and, in his lack of
Comprehension of the mystery, it is he who accuses
the gpiritualist ©f pretending knowledge of the divine
secret.

But the reverse is true. It is not necessary to
measure the infinite depth of the skies in order to
ascertain whether they extend far beyond the milky
way; he who should fix that [imit, would claim to
know the depth of th|ngs When the theologian thus
dared to fix the limits of creation, he was obliged to
support himself by divine revelation, jUSt as the
materialist of our gy takes his stand behind certain
so-called scientific revelations which do not exist.
Science teaches us nothing of "life” and it has never

been possib]e to imprison the Spirit and the intelli-
gence Within the limits of a human pody. No, as-
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tronomy does not need to know the secrets of God,
to enlarge the Universe. We ourselves have no need
to possess absolute knowledge in order to make clear
the scientific gy Which has enabled us to enlarge
the domain of life. The gpiritualist is, then, well
within his rights when he looks into the Beyond and
attempts to sound its marvelous depths. [N this con-
templation he perceives revelations which extend well
beyond the realm of physics and chemistry; he per-
ceives the gpheres of the mind, of consciousness, and
of intelligence, whose domain is unlimited and whose
evolution is effected outside the limits of time and
space. Man misunderstands himself because his soul,
a pure diamond, is surrounded by a matrix, =
gangue; and because the world which he sees does
not fulfill his aspirations, he despairs. A day comes,
nevertheless, when fatigue, and the gppression of the
material stimulate him to make an efort. His mind
tries to break its fetters, and the poor pilgrim of the
earth wanders toward the city of the dead; he leans
his ear close to the stone walls of his funeral vault
and to his infinite Surprise Ends faith and hope’ and
raising his head cries out, "We do not die." No,
we do not dje, because the creative force is anterior
to the condensation of grganic lives, and because the
Study of the Beyond has proved to us that the indi-
vidual soul pre-exists and survives corporeal destruc-
tion.

With the gyes Of our body we see, it is true, the
passing materializations of consciousness and intel-
ligence, whose activity continues in the jnvisible,
around the cosmic current from which eyerything is
nourished. We do not dje, for nothing of all that
exists can dje; the body itself is a survival and a
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Composition of the first Organic souls which gave it
birth. We have lived in the protozoa, in the ZO"phyte,

the reptile, the bird, and the mammalia; and the
little peings who have realized these forms have kept
that memory in order to furnish us to-day the ma-
terials for present incarnations. The |ong work of
the centuries has not allowed its instincts to be lost-
its memories, nor the gropings ©f organic life; on
these the human soul has been grafted.

If one Of these forces which presided at the first
formations, had for a moment ceased to exist, the
chain of successive progress would have been proken,
all would have fallen back into the inertia of the
original atom. If evolution progresses it is due to
this survival and to the inferior souls which lived on
in ys, and which are concerned with the lower func-
tions of grganic life; through their help we are able
to ascend and lift ourselves towards the p|ane of
mental life. Nature has no other goa| than life;
that is yhy we do not die. Life is all and matter
is nothing; therefore matter pa55e5 and life remains.
And those who have crossed the threshold of the

mystery come to us and prove that a te|epathic tie
binds them to us in a certain fashion. The doors

of the sepulcher let rays ©of the new light filter
through; those who are but recently deceased hesi-
tate no |onger; pausing o the frontier of the two
worlds, they are able to send us some material signs
of their presence; from peyond the tomb they send
out a last ¢p, of which we gy catch the echo.
Finally, when we ourselves arrive at the time of
ordeal; when, after this sad life through which we
have passed, we are awaiting obscurity and nothing-
ncss; our psychic Vision pierces the veil of matter;
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those whom we have entombed with our hands re-
appear in a new day, coming to radiate about us the
aurora Of their smiles. Those whom we have believed
dead ¢ry out to ys, "We do notdie!" Listen to these
voices which are heard in the history of all peoples,
in the traditions of every age; they are not |egends_
The new revelation for us is that science now amrms
that she has verified communication, is placing it on
an absolutely scientific pasis, and that she intends
to gccupy herself in stydying its laws. That which
gives us the right to declare this is the testimony of
eminent men, who have devoted many long years of
study to the examination of these facts. Listen to
the latest one in our time, who has jyst made him-

self heard. Sir Oliver | odge, Who quite recently
abandoned all qualifications and concluded in the fol-

lowing fashion:

"For my part, I have not the slightest doubt upon

the subject, although for a number of yegrs, even
in the last century, I have had recourse to all sorts

of diferent explanations, but little by little, one after
the other, they have been eliminated, and have arrived
at the proof that the peings who communicate with
us are truly they whom they declare themselves to
be. Not always, but in the end the conclusion is
reached that 'survival' is scientifically proven by
means Of scientific jnyestigation. 1 believe that man
is surrounded by other intelligences. If you would
go beyond humanity, there are limitations until yqy
arrive at the Infinite |ntelligence itself. Once yoy

have passed beyond man, you advance and yq must
advance until you reach God, Himself."

THE END





