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You are a jewel!

In exactly the right
setting for the
present.

But the setting
may be made
over !—

By believing and
working.

You are the jewel
that polishes it-
self and secretes
its own setting—
by wanting to,
frying to, and
keeping at it.

— Elizabeth Towne.



INTRODUCTION.
N this book I design to

state in logical and
‘ I l practical form the new

philosophy of life and
living. To do this I
2 must stick closely to a
clear statement of the philosophy itself,
without trying to give you too many
proofs.

It might take seventy lectures to rea-
son you into accepting the new view of
life; and still you would be unconvinced.

Why? Because reason is an endless
labyrinth out of which no man emerges
unaided by a higher wisdom than itself.
Reason is the original Chinese puzzle,
forever unsolved until you get up above
reason ; up above the labyrinth and look
down upon it to see where you are going.

The walls, and walls within walls, of
reason’s labyrinth are your prejudices.
5




INTRODUCTION.

No man climbs over a prejudice; he
merely seeks the first opening around it,
and finds himself in another alley of the
labyrinth! The only way to know a
blind alley before you see it, the only
way to know your own prejudice-wall
when you see it, is to go up in a balloon
and look down.

Once admit that there is a way to get
above reason, that there is an intelli-
gence above reason, in which reason
lives and moves and by which it expands
and grows, and you find yourself al-
ready mounting and looking over the
walls of those blind alleys of reason that
lead into more blind alleys. If you keep
on looking down on reason you will
eventually raze many of its prejudice-
walls, that serve no purpose except to
cut off the view of life as a whole.

“A narrow mind” is a most express-
ive term; it exactly describes the mind
whose energy flows between endless
prejudice-walls that merely shut off its
view of larger things, while it wanders

6
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endlessly in mental alleys that lead to
more mental alleys, weariness, death.

These prejudice-alleys—common to
all mankind—are alleys built through
reasoning by the light of the five phys-
ical senses only. Not until man finds
these inadequate and turns away yearn-
ing for a satisfaction never found, does
he realize that after all there may be
more to life than he has seen, smelt, felt,
heard, or tasted.

Then he looks up from his mental
alleys and glimpses—PRINCIPLE, in-
stead of things; God above and in
things, instead of man alone, inade-
quate.

‘“He that cometh unto God must be-
lieve that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek
him.”

Perhaps there may be some who can-
not get away from their prejudices long
enough to really catch the new view of
life. Let us take a hint from Shake-

1
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speare, then, and play pretend. “If all
the world’s a stage’” and we are players,
let us choose to lay aside our old parts
while we read these pages, and let us
take up the new part of the new thought
philosophy, forgetting the old and put-
ting into the new all the imagination
and will and interest at our command.

Let us assume a philosophy if we have
it not.

Let us play pretend, like children.

Only as little children can we enter
a new heaven and transformed life.



CHAPTER 1.
THE FOUNDATION OF LIFE.

leys and Haeckels have
come at the last to agree
that back of all living
By Y& ) forms, and back of the
CEONOEQ first amoeba itself, there
is Something that eye and microscope
and scalpel cannot cope with; a some-
thing that informs everything, animate
and inanimate, without which that thing
cannot be formed or held together.

This Something the scientist proves
and affirms, but refuses to define. The
religionist tries to define it, but fails to
prove its existence or its nature.

The scientist says, “I cannot see,
hear, smell, taste, or feel this Something,
therefore I do not know what it is, and
nothing is worth counting except what
can be known.”

9
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The religionist says, “I see there is a
Something that moves at the heart of all
nature including man; this Something
must be very mighty, therefore I will
find out its will and work with it; I
will beseech It to enlighten me and lead
me.”

So the scientist digs through things
and finds God; while the religionist as-
pires above things and finds God—one
God, the life of all life, and more.

What is God, the First Cause, the
Life, the Prime Mover in all creation?
“God is Love,” says the Good Book.
“God is Mind,” “God is Principle,”
“God is Life,” “God is Spirit,” “God is
Soul.”

Alexander Pope says all creation is
‘“one stupendous Whole, whose body
nature is, and God the soul.” And
again, “From the soule the bodye forme
doth take.”

In plain words, God is the primal sub-
stance that fills all space, all time; out

10
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of which and by which all things are
made.

The nature of God is mind. The
mode of motion of universal mind is
thought. God thought or spoke the uni-
verse into being, and God is still think-
ing this universe into greater being;
thinking in and through you and me,
and through all the lower forms of life
as well.

I think it is logical-—and maybe safe!
—to say that God cannot think except
through you and me; that all the
thought he has is your thought and -
mine, the thought of all the forms of
life that are or have been, in this world
and in all worlds. |

God by his thought is proving himself,
and he has not proved as yet more than
the sum of the thought of all peoples and
worlds.

God is thinking out a great inspira-
tion of his, and the universe is his or-
ganized thought.

11
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God’s thought forms are all tempo-
rary, ever changing from better to best.
But God himself is absolute, the same
yesterday, to-day, and forever.

But mind is only God’s character.
Back of that is something else which is
himself, his being, his essence, his
ABSOLUTE substance.

In character, God is Mind ; in essence,
he is Love. Back of thinking lies LOVE,
SPIRIT, SOUL; and the thinking that
fails to take this universal love-spirit,
soul, into every counsel is very narrow,
shortsighted, and inadequate thinking
indeed.

“God is love” goes back to the abso-
lute, eternal, omnipresent TRUTH of
all being, the prime mover of all doing.

God is love, and love is twofold, made
up of equal parts of will and wisdom.
Will is active or positive; wisdom is
receptive or negative. Will corre-
sponds to the male principle of all cre-
ation, wisdom to the female. One
expands and projects; the other con-

12
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serves. In every tiny atom and ion
and corpuscle of life these two principles
inhere. Without the two of them there
would never have been a beginning of
creation.

In the ultimate there is but one dual
principle of life, male and female, will
and wisdom, inherent in every atom and
in every organism of life, in every
thought of every mind: “Male and
female created he them”—mnot male or
female.

Among the forms of life, every mas-
culine is feminine within, and every
feminine is masculine within. Because
of this is the everlasting attraction be-
tween the two.

A perfect balance of this dual prin-
ciple in any organism would result in
separation from its fellows, the hermit
life of uselessness to society as a whole.

This is illustrated in mineral life by a
slight experiment. Take a bar of mag-
netized iron. One end is negative, the
other positive. Cut it into pieces. The

13
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pieces, each of which has its positive and
negative poles, will adhere to each other.
But turn the middle piece around,
bringing two positives together, and
you cannot make them stick.

Magnetize two needles and place them
with positive poles together, and they
will instantly fly apart. Turn one
needle the other end about, and they
will cling together. Thus attraction
works, always, between positive and
negative, male and female, light and
dark, will and wisdom.

Will, the male principle of life, is
electric, positive in its action. It is the
centrifugal force that throws off energy,
as the sun throws off rays and worlds.

Wisdom, the female principle, is mag-
netic, attractive, negative, the centrip-
etal force of nature that draws together
and binds, as the earth draws the sun’s
electric rays, as the matrix draws, holds,
conserves the seed. It is the magnetie
centripetal force that balances the sun’s
electric, radiating, projecting power.

14
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These two forces are inherent in
every atom and ion and corpuscle of the
universe; in every thought of the uni-
verse.

Now go back to the beginning of
things and imagine the state of space—
full of Love, Mind, God; full of un-
formed thought—thought (or corpus-
cles; they are one) diffused like vapor;
all the corpuscles or thoughts exactly
alike, held equidistant from each other
by equal action of the electric and mag-
netic forces inherent in each; all whirl-
ing on their axes and in their orbits,
just as worlds whirl to-day.

Then God, Love, the Will-and-Wis-
dom One, moved upon the face of the
deep to organize these corpuscles into
Ideas. God wanted a kaleidoscope for
his amusement! He grew a bit tired
of the sameness of his thought, as it
were; and a wave of relaxation, of cool-
ing, went over the face of the deep,
which disturbed the equilibrium of elec-

15
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tric and magnetic corpuscles. They
began to draw together in little nuclei,
in little nebulous patches, closer and
closer in spots, separating from other
congregations of corpuscles, just as de-
scribed in the nebular hypothesis of
creation.

When the first two corpuscles (or
thoughts) approached in space, creation
or living organization began. Here we
get our first view of the wonderful
Seven Principles of Creation, without
which nothing was made that was
made; the seven principles inherent in
every little electric-magnetic, male-and-
female corpuscle in all time and space;
inherent in every living thing that has
yet appeared, including man and the
spirits or mahatmas, if there are such;
the seven principles by which God cre-
ates, the same seven principles by which
you and I create and re-create. God
thought this universe into being all by
himself, until he had completed up to
and including man. He thought man

16
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out in his own image and likeness, so
that man might think with him, work
with him, in all creating to come. Man
is God’s Idea ; and God’s Ideas are work-
ing together in and with him—by those
same old seven principles—to create
greater glories than either God or man
has yet dreamed over; greater than
God or man could possibly accomplish
alone.

You are God’s thought-child, and
your ideas are God’s grandchildren, as
it were!

This is your genealogy!—don’t get
yourself mixed up in earth heredity. As
Ella Wheeler Wilcox sings:—

“Back of thy parents and thy grand-

parents lies the great eternal Will;

That, too, is thine inheritance; strong,

beautiful, divine; sure lever of suc-
cess for him who tries.”

And father, sons, and grandsons are
all working together on one Big Job—
the job of making a new heaven and a

17
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new earth, a bigger, brighter, better
heaven and earth for the joy of all; a
heaven and earth that shall prove the
dream God dreamed before he ever be-
gan to think at all.

18
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CHAPTER II.
THE SEVEN PRINCIPLES OF CREATION.

OW back to our seven

, principles by which God

‘Nl thinks out a creation;

- by which you and I

are governed; by which

@) OUR THOUGHTS are

governed in their action on further

creation of ourselves and our environ-
ments.

First, remember that the dual prin-
ciple of all life, the essence of God and
you, Will and Wisdom (male and
female, electric and magnetic), is indi-
visible, inseparable, omnipresent, om-
nipotent, omniscient. It is one as the
two tight-twisted strands of a rope are
one—one strand uppermost and active
at this point, the other at the next, but
both of them fully present and indivis-
ible.

19
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The seven principles are the inherent
laws by which will and wisdom work
out creation. These, too, may be lik-
ened to a rope, a seven-strand, seven-
colored, tight-twisted one, where each
strand comes uppermost in turn, each
in its turn dominating and giving color
to the whole.

These seven principles work alike in
every tiniest corpuscle, ion, and atom of
the universe; they govern the forming
and the whirling of worlds; they mani-
fest in their entirety in the lowest forms
of vegetable life, as well as in the high-
est forms of the animal and the human.

The same seven principles govern in
the founding, perpetuation, and disin-
tegration of the family, the society,
secret or otherwise, the school, town,
state, government, the world itself.
Wherever there is atom, thought, or
organization, be it microscopic or tele-
scopic, mineral, plant, animal, human,
superhuman, there the seven principles
are active. Let one of these principles

20
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get lazy on its job, and all creation and
imagination itself would stand still with
the shock.

The seven principles by which God
creates are as everywhere present as
God himself. Not even “the idle word”
18 so small that the whole seven princi-
ples are not fully active within it. Do
you get that?

And do you get the truth that God is
wn his world as well as in his heaven;
that all “matter” is thought; and that in
every thought atom and organization of
atoms inhere the seven creative princi-
ples of life by which God-in-us organizes
and grows things?

1. First among the seven principles
is Force; power, with its color a strong,
crude red. The reds of nature show
where all the principles inhere with the
first one, force, uppermost. The family
or person dominated by this principle
is rough, rude, forceful above wisdom,
and you will often find him housed in
red buildings, wearing red clothing, fre-

21
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quently tearing around in red rages;
believing in hell fire and the rod and
doing his part toward feeding the one
and exercising the other.

These same people are not at all de-
void of love or sense or wisdom ; they are
merely dominated for the time by the
first of the seven principles, just as
sharp-cornered, solid red rocks are dom-
inated by forces.

Force, the first principle, draws
things together and holds them there.
If force were the only principle, crea-
tion might be a ragged red rock; or
perhaps a red rock sphere.

2. But here comes in Discrimina-
tion, the second principle, with its color
of delicate pink. It shows up somewhat
in our red family, but its positive quali-
ties are underneath, as Ideals and long-
ings that the family wants to realize
but can’t quite. The family or person
in whom discrimination is uppermost is
very dainty ; affects delicate colors, high
art, and a die-away voice; abhors crude

22



LIVING.

art; despises business, brawn, and
force; and is critical and fault-finding
generally. Such a person may possess
all sorts of virtues, but his life is colored
and dominated by the second principle,
diserimination.

First, life draws atoms and people
together; second, it discriminates, hold-
ing this atom or person, rejecting that.

3. Next Life arranges the atoms or
persons it has drawn together. Here
comes the third principle, Order, its
color pale blue. Who has not seen the
family where order dominates, where
everything is- done exactly the same
every day, comfort sacrificed to system,
with the very atmosphere blue? The
person whose positive choice of color is
pale blue is almost sure to be one in
whom the principle of order is domi-
nant.

In the lower forms of life order is
rarely the dominant principle, so even
blue flowers are scarce. We look up to
find the blues, in the skies, on the dis-

23
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tant hills, in man’s eyes—‘the windows
of his soul.” In man’s works we find
order and its blue coming oftener to the
surface.

The color blue is attributed to wis-
dom, and Butler seems to identify wis-
dom and order. This seems to me like
saying God and order are one, but God
and force, or God and cohesion, are less
one; for wisdom and will (or God) in-
clude all the seven principles equally;
or so it seems to me. Order is only one
of wisdom’s principles of action. The
rainbow is the color of wisdom! Let
us leave blue to the principle of order.

For some of the ideas expressed in chapters II, IIl and IV, Iam
indebted to Butler’s “Seven Creative Principles.”

24
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CHAPTER III.

NATURE’S DEVIL.

ITH our last chapter we
left creation in good
order, with the third
principle of nature, or-

o G der, in possession, and
SN  everything showing a

clear blue. If life itself had taken a
vacation with us, we should have seen
twenty-four hours of such blues as no
one has dreamed. No change anywhere,
just a world vibrating to the tone of
order, sky blue; a universe of blue, bas-
relief against a blue sky!

Happily all the seven principles kept
on working while we played.

To re-state :—

First, there is Force, the first prineci-
ple, the principle of attraction, that
draws things, atoms, worlds, and people
together.

25
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- Helen Wilmans called God the Law
of Attraction, but you will readily see
that this is a misnomer, as the law of
attraction is only one of the seven prin-
ciples by which God creates. God by
any name would be the same, and Helen
Wilmans’ name for him does not spoil
the splendid thinking-out which she did
for this day and age. But her state-
ment should not hold us from thinking
still farther.

By the way, the color of force is red.
Helen Wilmans was impressed with the
force or attraction side of life, and I am
told that in hair and complexion she
showed the sandy reds that belong to
that principle; just an interesting il-
lustration of the way these principles of
life crop out in what is commonly called
“coincidence.”

Second comes in the principle of Dis-
crimination, which decides what shall be
attracted and what let alone.

Third comes Order, deciding where
each thing shall be placed.

26
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Then comes the work of the fourth
principle :(—

4. After drawing atoms or people
together, discriminating as to quality,
arranging in order, Life next binds
them in one organization. Thus comes
in the fourth principle of life, Cohesion,
the color of green that we see in the
spring. To the person dominated by
cohesion, green is a favorite color and
any change is a horror. To keep things
as they are seems to him the chief end
of life. The attic is full of old stuff he
can’t let go of. His coffers are full of
cash and his head of old fogy ideas. He
is clannish; his daughters and sons are
run into the same mold with father and
mother. Green-eyed jealousy stands
guard against innovation.

Cohesion means family fies as dis-
tinct from family progress. Unhappy
the son and daughter of the house of
ties!

5. Unless they are alive enough to
kick, to will for themselves, to raise a

27



LESSONS IN

ferment in the family and release them-
selves to follow their ideals.

Ideals are the yeast that makes active
the fifth principle of life, Fermentation.

This principle is the real devil of all
history, all mythology, of Christianity
itself. It is the destroying principle of
life that comes in to tear down that
which has served its purpose and must
give way to better things.

The college boy goes back to the tie-
bound home and raises the devil of a
ferment that causes much pain, but
eventually releases them all to more
life, further growth.

Fermentation is the death principle
that acts on all forms of life not fit to be
perpetuated. It is dominant in the ac-
tinic or destroying rays of the sun that
cause decomposition. Its color is deep
indigo blue, or black—the color of
mourning, pain, loss (of the old), death.

The family in which this prineciple is
dominant is the family of mourning,
darkened rooms, black clothing, secret
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sorrows, losses and crosses, troubles,
tribulations, and death.

Not because this principle is really
any more painful in its action than any
other of the seven, but because man
fights it harder. We find ourselves liv-
ing on the surface of life, judging from
appearances, and resisting change. The
resistance is due to the activity of the
first principle, force. Force holds to-
gether, fermentation separates.

But there is no real reason why the
action of either principle should give us
pain.

There is no reason or cause for the
pain accompanying change and death,
except in the individual mind.

It is “all in your mind”’; not at all in
any inherent quality or principle of
nature or life itself, but in unnatural
resistance of the individual mind, gov-
erned by false concepts of life.

Do you doubt this? Then tell me
why one man courts death while another
abhors it. Why does one woman feel

29



LESSONS IN

only peaceful relief at the death of a
very aged and infirm relative, while
another in similar condition grieves
herself sick over it? Why is one person
frightened at the thing another enjoys?
Why does one man joy in travel while
his neighbor hates it? Why does one
hate the taste of cod liver oil while his
brother likes it? Why do you ‘“‘turn
against” things you once liked?

The mental attitude governs in every
case; and your mental attitude is deter-
mined by your concepts of things in
particular and of life in general.

If you really believed what Spiritu-
alists claim to believe about the death
of a child, could you be anything but
happy that a child had died and escaped
the miseries and uncertainties of life on
earth?

Your feelings of resistance to any-
thing are roused by your belief in evil.
I am showing you that there is no evil;
that life is an orderly creation progress-
ing by interaction of seven beneficent
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principles. If you can catch this con-
cept—if you are ready for it—you will
pass out forever from the old realm of
sin, sickness, death, pain.

a1
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CHAPTER 1IV.
TRANSMUTATION OF EVIL,

ERE comes in the sixth
| principle of life, Trans-
mutation. Fermentation
is full of purpose. It
disintegrates the useless
‘ and makes it ready for
transmutatlon to higher forms. Out
of the fermenting swamp rises the lily.
Out of hard experience and suffering
comes wisdom. Out of disappointed
personal love comes universal love and
world-helping.

Whitman’s heart fermented, disin-
tegrated, nearly broke over an unre-
quited love; by and by he saw that love
is for the lover and the world; and out
of it all came forth his immortal poems.
Every great man and woman has paral-
leled Whitman’s experience.

The lesser love ferments and out of
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it rises the greater love for all mankind.

The family itself disintegrates that
the race may gain.

This is what Jesus meant when he
said one must forsake family loves,
houses, and lands for the kingdom’s
sake. To hold family loves against the
race, to devote all one’s self to personal
loves, is to invite disintegration. To
cherish the family love as a part of the
race love is to keep it. One does not
know how to love a person well and hap-
pily unless he first loves all persons.

Fermentation comes into one’s life to
lighter it and make room for greater
things, for greater joys and loves, for
fuller usefulness and wisdom. Fer-
mentation is John the Baptist to Trans-
mutation, which is Christ before the
resurrection.

Nothing goes out of a life but to make
room for something better.

To let things go, instead of resisting
and grieving over the change, is to work
with the underlying wisdom and will of
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life. “Resignation to God’s will” is the
key to peaceful and normal growth.
Kicking against change only makes
gnarls and scars, and side-tracks energy
from one’s life business of growing.

Transmutation, the sixth principle of
life, brings reorganization and glory.
Its color is the clear purple of the pas-
sion flower. It is full of passion, fire,
activity. The person in whom trans-
mutation happens to be dominant is
moved to think outside the ordinary
channels. He comes out and is separate
in thought, at least, from the fashions
of his mental and physical environment.
He forsakes old habits of thought and
sets his face toward a larger view of
life. The new thought movement is a
transmutation movement, its people
dominated for the time by the transmu-
tation principle.

7. But there is still another prinei-
ple of life, the principle of Sensation,
blessing, its color the clear yellow of the
sun.
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“While in itself sensation is a distinet
principle, yet, without its alliance to
matter, to organism, there is no sensa-
tion. Sensation is a mode of conscious-
ness.” |

Sensation is that which results from
the impingement of etheric waves upon
an organism built up by interaction of
the first six principles of life.

Sensation takes possession of the or-
ganism, so to speak, and uses it for its
owWnN.

Just what sensation is like no scientist
has dared to say. It is one of those
eternal substances that we cannot see,
hear, smell, taste, or feel ; but without it
there could be no seeing, tasting, smell-
ing, hearing, or feeling.

Asnearly as I can sense sense-ation, it
is God; God reaching out through all
senses and getting acquainted with his
ideas, and steering his ideas (you and
me, you know) into safe paths, paths of
usefulness, peace, and blessing.

Every organized being moves in a sea
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of vibrations, and by reaching out to-
ward them, by aspiring toward them, he
works with the vibrations to build the
organs through which those vibrations
are registered. Ears and eyes, noses
and feelers, are all marconigraphs.

Every atom, cell, and corpuscle in
your body 1is a Marcom station for
catching spiritual or etheric vibrations
on its own account, and for the good of
you as a whole.

And the more highly organized your
body is the greater the range of vibra-
tions it can register for the use of this
spiritual substance-life called sense.

The expression “five senses” is not
scientific from any point of view. Look-
ing at it from the material end, we have
as many senses as we have cells and
corpuscles in our bodies. Viewing it
from the spiritual side, the really sub-
stantial side of life, we have only one
sense,” which is God himself, the sense
or soul of all creation ; and this one sense
builds uncounted m11110ns of Marconi
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stations by which it gains intelligence,
sensations, from all space.

And still life is building better, more
sensitive marconigraphs. There are
those in whom a sixth sense is well de-
veloped, and a seventh hinted at. And
the scientist points to great gaps of vi-
brations not yet touched by man, not to
mention the ultra-violet vibrations not
yet imagined. Man is destined to ex-
plore them all.

The sixth sense of clairvoyance and
clair-audience corresponds with the
sixth principle of transmutation. The
seventh sense, intuition, clear-knowing,
corresponds to the seventh principle of
sensation or blessing, and it results in
the so-called cosmic consciousness.

All these principles and senses are
inherent in every human being, and in
every atom and corpuscle of creation.
In due time every individual will come
under dominance of each and every
principle; but always the entire seven

37



LESSONS IN

are working subconsciously wn you, if
not consciously. And always the entire
seven are present and active, consciously
or unconsciously, in every life cell of
creation.

Nothing has been left out of any-
body’s make-up; everything is in its
place, awaiting its turn in your con-
sciousness.
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CHAPTER V.
THE NEW THOUGHT PLATFORM.

SREE3 HIS brings us to the state-
ment of our Twelve
Planks of the New
Thought Platform, as
a basis for future in-
et ] struction in the develop—
ment of the individual—for the joy of
all.

Here is our platform, broad enough,
strong enough for not only the “hun-
dred and forty and four thousand”
elect, but for all mankind, and woman-
kind, and even for all the ITS of crea-
tion :—

1. God is all-present Mind, whose
mode of motion is thought.

2. Man is God’s Idea; men are
trains of thought in God’s mind; “man
is a statement of beliefs.”

3. Thought on its active side is Will
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or Desire; on its negative side it is Wis-
dom.

4, Desire and Wisdom inhere in God
and in all his thoughts and in man and
in man’s thoughts. Desire and Wis-
dom hold planets in their orbits and
project comets on their course.

They likewise hold man in his place
and urge him to work out the God-idea
within him by building more and more
stately mansions in mind, and in mate-
rials. Desire and Wisdom control man’s
thoughts, too. Not even one *“idle
word,” or idle thought, is too slight to be
swayed by the desire within it, and by
desires outside of it which are akin.

5. Desire is the primal force of At-
traction inherent in every atom and in
every organization of atoms through all
creation.

6. Wisdom is the Pattern, the Idea,
inherent in God, and every atom, and in
every organization of atoms in all crea-
tion.

7. Desire and Wisdom constitute
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also the free ethers (or God) in which
all creation moves and has its being, and
by in-spiring which it lives and grows.

8. Life is a Great School in which
we learn wisdom by doing things.

9. All ways of doing things—or peo-
ple—are open to us, wise and unwise.
We may use either or both ways. We
find by experience that the “way of the
transgressor is hard,” while “wisdom’s
ways are ways of pleasantness and all
her paths are peace.”

By experience we prove wisdom’s
ways are what we desire—are not wis-
dom and desire One from eternity to
eternity?

Transgressor of what? Of the law of
all being, the Law of Oneness, Wisdom,
and Desire. (How would you act to-
ward another if you could see your One-
ness with him and realize your wisdom
and love?)

10. Man’s desire is inseparable from
his wisdom—he desires what he thinks
is for his good.
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He is also one with the universal sea
of wisdom and desire which lies just
above his consciousness. This universal
wisdom desires for and through him,
and often overrules for his good the good
he thought he desired. At the time it
seems hard that he cannot have the
thing he desired; later he sees that it
was because he was not, in his conscious-
ness, wise enough to desire the right
thing in the right place.

This One ‘Universal Consciousness 1s
ever urging every man to right action,
before the man has wisdom enough to
recognize what the right action should
be.

This spirit of wisdom lightens every
man that comes into the world, and con-
tinues to press for expression through
him, every moment as long as he lives.
The more complete a man’s dependence
upon this universal spirit that speaks
within, the surer he is to choose always
the path of wisdom, peace, and pleasant-
ness.
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The world is growing in knowledge—
the only way a mental world can grow.

Man’s mistakes come through depend-
ence upon his present fund of wisdom
and knowledge, considering himself
apart from other humans, and separate
from God, the Universal Spirit of all
wisdom.

11. The things that are unseen are
the true forces and substances of life—
Wisdom, Love or Desire, Ideals.

The things that are seen are ever
changing for something better.

Therefore, we look within for our
peace and happiness and we value a
clear conscience above rubies. We
value above loves, lands, and honors that
inner quiet, the well-done of the Uni-
versal Spirit witnessing with ours, that
all is well no matter what passes.

12. But it is not all resignation.
Next comes creation. Being mental
creatures we think new things into be-
ng.

Do we desire a thing? Then it is
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ours by right, provided we can have it
without robbing another.

The next thing is to desire it steadily
and think it into being.

Health, Wealth, Wisdom, Love, Suc-
cess, all may be ours; not only without
robbing another ; they may enrich others
through being ours. DBut we must
think them into being without thinking
anything away from others. The means
by which we go to work to earn money
must be blest by those who buy as well
as those who sell.

We desire for others all we desire for
ourselves, plus all they may desire for
themselves.

The chief end of man is to glorify
good and enjoy working it out forever.
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CHAPTER VL

EVOLUTION AND THE ABSOLUTE, AND
PERPETUAL LIFE.

EARLY all new thought
people believe in evolu-
tion, along with all
orthodox scientists of
the day. But here and

22N there you will find a
teacher of some cult that declares posi-
tively there is no such thing as evolu-
tion; that it is a myth, a mirage, maya,
illusion; that there is only the Absolute
and everything else is poppycock and
tommy-rot, or words to that effect.

We receive hundreds of letters from
beginners bewildered by these con-
flicting teachings. ‘“Which is right?”
they beg to know.

They are both right in a sense; and
they are both wrong in a sense.

“The things which are not seen are
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eternal; the things which are seen are
temporal,”—temporary, forever chang-
ing,—said Paul. But the absolutist
new thoughter jumps a long way and
arrives at the conclusion that the things
which are not seen are eternal, absolute,
while the things that are seen are
useless, chaotic nothings to be ignored,
despised, denied, and lived above.
The Christian Science branch of new
thought attributes all matter to “carnal
mind,” and carnal mind it identifies as
the devil. Material things are not un-
der the law of God, they assert, neither
can be, therefore matter and all mate-
rial things are evil, the devil, and we
must despise them and live outside
of them. They, too, are right, in a
sense.

God is the Absolute, unchanging,
eternal in the heavens; the same yester-
day, to-day, and forever; the omnis-
cient, omnipotent, omnipresent One; the
only actor in all action ; the only thinker
behind all thought; the one life and en-
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ergy that fills all space and time; the
One found alike in heaven and in hell;
God the First Cause, the One Creator;
God the Absolute and intangible I AM
I'T who inhabits space eternally.

Here is your absolute, of whom the
absolutist prates.

God is absolute, changeless.

But his THOUGHTS are ever chang-
mg within him, his thought-built uni-
verse evolutes from the beginning.

And beginning itself is eternal.
Every blade of grass that grows, every
tree, every insect, bird, animal, is an
orderly evolution of thought within the
Absolute; and every child that comes
into the world repeats each step of evo-
lution from “the beginning” described
in Genesis, up to the present time. In
the womb he passes subconsciously
through every phase of evolution from
the first forming of a sphere out of
the fiery mist, up through every vege-
table and animal plane to the plane of
completed man; and he comes forth
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“an acme of things accomplished” by
God’s thought plus man’s up to the
present time, and “an encloser of things
to be” accomplished by God and man in
all millenniums to come.

There is this active thought side of
God, and creation is IT—including you
and me. God thinks; and he does not
think the absolute and unchangeable
any more than you do, or the absolutist
teacher does.

God the absolute is not content with
Nirvana, the state of changeless bliss-
feeling. If he had been, you and I and
creation had never been.

God feels Nirvana at the center of
him, as you and I may feel it (of which
more anon), but he is not content with
that; he wants to think out bliss to the
very circumference of him; he wants to
prove himself in ideas, to think out
thought-creatures who will “enjoy him
forever,” enjoy with him forever.

So God BEGAN to think. His spirit
moved on the face of the Nirvana deep
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and his nebulous feeling began to pre-
cipitate in thought forms of whirling
corpuscles and worlds; the “morning
stars sang together” with him. This
was the beginning of things, the begin-
ning of evolution, the beginning of
God’s thinking that resulted at last in
man, who could think with him as well
as within him and by his power.

“The father worketh hitherto (to the
point of evolving me),” said Jesus, “and
now I work.” “I in the Father, and
he in me, and we in YOU,” Jesus ex-
plained.

The evolution of man is the involu-
tion of God; evolution is the concentra-
tion of God’s life, nature, character, into
countless millions of images and like-
nesses of himself.

Men are the facets of God; each
focuses all the colors of his spectrum.

To this end God thought and thinks:
that man find himself “an infinite little
copy of God,” ready to carry thinking
still further.

49



LESSONS IN

So God “gave man dominion’ over all
things he had thought out up to and
including man himself. And with God-
conscious man came the end of new
orders of creation—after that comes
nature plus “art”’—plus man’s thought
and man’s work.

Don’t you see that God was lonesome,
and set to work to think out (thought
being his only mode of activity) a lot of
self-thinking, self-willing people to en-
joy living and thinking and loving with
him?

I doubt God’s knowing in the begin-
ning just how to do this. " He had to
experiment. All along the way of evo-
lution lie the bones of creatures God
thought out and then abandoned for
higher forms. These fossil creatures
are still preserved to us, that we may
see the mistakes God made before he
succeeded in thinking out a satisfactory
pattern of a man.

But at last he got him made, pro-
nounced him good, turned over the re-
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mainder of the job to him, and restea
from his lonely and hitherto unappreci-
ated labors.

And then man took up the work of
evolution. As the Father had life and
will, love, wisdom in himself, so had he
given to the son to have life, will, wis-
dom, love, thinking power in himself.

Then God drove him out of the gar-
den of Eden to work out the dominion
given him; dominion over every beast
of the field and every beast of his own
breast; dominion over earth, fire, water,
and air within and without.

And man has evoluted things apace.
It is a far cry from the first fig-leaf
apron to the dressmakers’ convention
held in New York every spring, and to
the ready-to-wear clothing a man buys
on sight; from flint-and-tinder fires to
lucifer matches and Gurney heaters;
from cave dwellings to twentieth cen-
tury mansions and hotels; from wooden
sticks to Oliver plows; from pine knots
to electric lighting; from the spring at
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the roadside to the springs piped into
your kitchen; from the pony express to
the twentieth century limited, the tele-
graph, telephone, and wireless; from
the log and paddle of Ab to the Maure-
tania and the Wright brothers; from
the stone ax and spearhead to United
Steel and our navy’s tour of the world;
from the jungle of Eden to a New York
of skyscrapers; from hieroglyphs on
stone to the Congressional library and
Carnegie; from Adam to Christ, and to
Roosevelt, Paderewski, Rockefeller.

It takes man to help God put on the
finishing touches. That’s what God
made man for—to help him think still
farther and better, and to enjoy doing
it forever; to make a paradise out of
this earth and then conquer the stars.

If you are critical you can find lots of
mistakes man has made in trying to
improve the earth; but he is abandon-
ing his mistakes as fast as he can, just
as God abandoned reptilian monstrosi-
ties as soon as he thought beyond them.
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And every day we are evolving better
ideas and putting them to use. Every
day we are getting better command of
ourselves, our wills; every day we are
doing better work; every day we are
coming nearer together, working more
for the good of all than for the good of
self.

Surely we are “growing in wisdom
and in knowledge’’—the only way there
1s for mental creatures to grow.

Man and God are now working to-
gether to create “whatsoever things
they desire.”” Between them they are
daily discovering new and greater
things to desire, and daily they are
working together to think out and work
out those things into being.

God being omnipotence, omniscience,
omnipresence, and God being the backer
of man, do you think there is any de-
sirable thing that they cannot bring into
being? Don’t you see that with such
a backing any man’s desire is but the
prophecy of its own fulfillment?
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What if desire is exactly identical
with Newton’s force of gravitation?
What if desire draws the thing desired?
Haven’t you noticed in your own life a
hundred, a thousand little cases wherein
a desired thing came to you in the nick
of time? I have.

Ponder this: When the desired thing
does not come to you or to me, and come
readily, it 1s because something i you
wmhibits the action of desire, just as you
inhibit the action of gravitation this
minute by holding this book from being
drawn to the ground.

Desire and gravitation are identical,
the very same force. The earth desires
and attracts this book; you desire and
hold the book away from the earth.
How can you do this, when earth is so
much larger? You do it by concentra-
tion of desire, not by bulk of desiring
atoms. You are an involution of all
creation, with power over all creation.
You overcome all forces below you and
by this exercise you develop energy

for still greater overcomings.
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Whatsoever thing you desire will
come to you just as soon as you can find
and remove the inhibiting desire.

For desire, gravitation, attraction is
inhibited by greater desire, gravitation,
attraction.

Sometimes another’s desire is set
upon a thing you desire and his attrac-
tion inhibits yours.

But in ninety-nine out of one hundred
times it is some counter desire within
you that keeps you from receiving what
you desire; or it is the insulating of your
desire-power by fear.

In any event it is merely a matter of
time, patience, and desire-persistence,
when you will be able to get around or
over that inhibiting desire.

There is absolutely no true ideal in
the imagination of any man but it will
be desire-drawn into expression sooner
or later. The millennium that has been
desired in all ages is surely being drawn
into being.

And here comes in the overcoming of
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death—the last enemy that shall be
ousted by man. The prophets will
surely be justified ; death will give place
to life incorruptible, right here on this
earth. Even the material scientists are
seeing it now; are seeing what the re-
ligionist has always known by intuil-
tion.

About death and its overcoming we
hear conflicting teaching, too, as about
evolution and the absolute. ‘“There is
no death,” says one; “we are eternal
now.” “Death is the last enemy that
shall be overcome,” says his opponent.

Both are right. In the absolute is no
death, no beginning, and no end. On
the unseen side—at the center of the
star—we are all one life, deathless, im-
mortal. Men have felt this always.

But on the seen side of life, the
thought-built side, we certainly do die,
as well as live. Death is doubtless a
door into a new room of life, but never-
theless it is death. And it is this very
death of the thought-built body as a
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whole that the prophets declared should
be overcome as the last enemy.

Somatic death is necessary to expe-
dite the evolution of man. Man is a
growing child, and it is easier to slough
off an outgrown body and begin over
than to spend time and energy making
over the body to fit the growing-up in-
dividual.

But it is only a matter of getting rid
of mistakes. When we learn to slough
off our mistakes daily, hourly, as a little
child does, we shall keep soft, elastic,
clean bodies that can do their dying
daily, instead of all in a bunch.

The outgrowing of death in the body
is a matter of desire. Nobody likes
death—everybody would be glad to abol-
ish it. Man’s desire would have found
the way long ago except for one thing:
Each individual has lived so strenuously
trying to subdue his environment and
earn a living that he has TIRED of
living and literally lost his desire-grip
on life.
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Not until man gets earth conditions
made over into pretty much of a para-
dise can he faithfully desire to stay here
without change. Death of the body is
so wrapped up with economic conditions
that the two will have to be overcome
together.

To so live as not to become tired of
living is the key to overcoming death of
the body.

And how could one enjoy living eter-
nally with the spur of poverty nipping
him, or the sight of poverty-nipped
neighbors forever before him? First
must Edward Bellamy’s dream come
true; and thousands still will die in
working it out.

After that everlasting life in the flesh
will come easy.

And along with it will come levita-
tion, rapid transit to and from other
worlds.
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CHAPTER VII.

CosMic CONSCIOUSNESS.

MAN 1is mind, one with
q | the Great Mind. And

i this mind is his
thought-built body. In-
stead of your being a
mind or soul i a body,
you are mind with a thought-built body
wmstde of 1t!  You are not @ mind, but
MIND, universal mind, God mind.

At the center of you, which is also
the circumference, you are God. “One
with the Father,” as Jesus said.

The seers of all the ages have known
this. Listen to these “Last Lines,” by
Emily Bronte:—

“No coward soul is mine,

No trembler in the world’s storm-troubled sphere:
I see Heaven’s glories shine,

And faith shines equal, arming me from fear.
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“O God within my breast,
Almighty, ever-present Deity!
Life—that in me has rest,
As I—undying Life—have power in thee!

“Vain are the thousand creeds

That move men’s hearts: unutterably vain;
Worthless as withered weeds,

Or idlest froth amid the boundless main,

“To waken doubt in one

Holding so fast by thine infinity;
So surely anchored on

The steadfast rock of immortality.

“With wide-embracing love
Thy spirit animates eternal years,
Pervades and broods above,
Changes, sustains, dissolves, creates, and rears.

“Though earth and man were gone,

And suns and universes ceased to be,
And Thou wert left alone,

Every existence would exist in Thee.

“There is not room for Death,

Nor atom that his might could render void;
Thou—THOU art Being and Breath,

And what THOU art may never be destroyed. ”

And there is that beautiful little
poem, “Illusion,” by our own American
poet, Ella Wheeler Wilcox :—
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God and I in space alone,
And nobody else in view.
And “Where are the people, O Lord,” I said,
“The earth below and the sky o’erhead,
And the dead whom once I knew?”

“That was a dream,” God smiled and said;
“A dream that seemed to be true;
There were no people living or dead,
There was no earth and no sky o’erhead—
There was only Myself and you.”

“Why do I feel no fear,” I asked,
“Meeting YOU here this way?
For I have sinned, I know full