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PREFACE

Since our Key to the Universe gave the spiritual interpretation
of the numbers, Hebrew letters, Tarot cards and Commandments
from 1 to 10 only, this volume, which covers the numbers from
1 1 to 22, is a necessary sequel.

In the former volume we endeavored "to show that all personal

experiences are expressions of the one Great Law manifesting
according to mathematical principles, demonstrating that the un-
foldment of the godlike possibilities inherent in each Soul follows,
step by step, the same order of events that is followed in the evo

lution of the Cosmos, and that such steps are symbolized by the

first 22 numbers." In this volume we continue that elucidation,
but in addition show why there is a twelve-fold basis for physical
manifestation and hence for all the allegories and myths which
embody the principles of that manifestation. This we have been

able to do by the discovery of the philosophical reason —and its
geometrical and mathematical proof—why the zodiac is divided
into twelve and not some other number of parts. This gives the
key to all the ancient allegories and myths which have twelve as

a basis, since they are all founded on the twelve-fold division of
the zodiac.

We have also been able to give a clear, consistent and adequate
interpretation of the Twelve Labors of Hercules which, as far as

we have been able to discover, have never been systematically
interpreted as a whole—although some attempts have been made to
interpret individual Labors here and there, but not as a part of a

system—during all the ages that they have been available for
man's inspiration and guidance.

Since the discovery of this twelve-fold manifestation of man's
destiny is the greatest single contribution presented in this volume
we have used it as the basis for the title, The Key of Destiny.

The Authors.
New York City
April 15/A, 1919.
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FOREWORD

In this volume we consider man, no longer a weak, sinful puppet

of fate, ignorant of his own possibilities and blind to his place in
evolution and to his great destiny, but man who has now taken

his destiny in his own hands; has grasped the mighty scheme of
the universe and understands that this earth is an evolved theatre

on whose stage he shall work out his evolution according to
mathematical laws.

He now comprehends something of the significance of the

promise made him in the beginning: "Ye shall be as gods, know
ing good and evil." He now deliberately plucks the golden apples

that grow high up on the Tree of Knowledge and is determined
to eat of them, no longer at the suggestion of the serpent, for he

has reaped the bitter experience both of haste, and of disobedience

to his divine guidance and can no longer be seduced by the senses,

but at the direction of the Lord God who planted the tree1 in the

midst of the garden.
Moreover, during all the dark night of his past evolution,

through which he has reaped the results of his first mistake, he

has felt the irresistible urge to press on and conquer; has always
heard in the great silences of his Soul the rhythmic cadences of the
wonderful harmony of the spheres and has realized that a universe
so perfect, a harmony so complete and so rich in melodies, so in
spiring, was not brought forth by chance. He now knows that
man, being the Lord of Creation must have within him the possi

bility of reaching the same perfection and of striking a still higher
note in this wonderful scale; in fact, he must lead the orchestra.

Again and again when his weary senses have grown faint from
the battle of life he has sunk into the embrace of that solace and
boon given to humanity when it made its great mistake, namely,
"Ye shall surely die." He has realized that without this ex
perience of rest and recuperation commonly called death he could
never reach the goal of his divine destiny; for at each period of
so-called death he has realized that although the Angel of the
Flaming Sword has shut him out of Eden while in his physical
embodiment, yet the gates of death were but an open sesame
admitting him once more into the Garden of his Soul. And there
he has met the Lord walking in His garden at the close of each
day of earth life and has heard from His lips such words of
encouragement that he has arisen each new morning of earth
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life more full of hope and strength and understanding and

determination to conquer.
In this volume we take up the history of man's evolution at

the point of number 11, after he has passed a full period of effort

(from 1 to 10) and has been born into earth-life like a giant
rising from his sleep, full of renewed vigor for the steep, upward
climb to conscious perfection from the New Beginning of num
ber 11 to the Ultimate Attainment of number 22.

The Authors.
New York City
April 15th, 1919.
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THE KEY OF DESTINY

CHAPTER I.

The Number n. A New Beginning

"The compound numbers having ten as their foun
dation must be considered not as fundamental princi
ples, but as the working out of these principles, each
repetition of the ten marking a new phase of the
principle represented by its unit number." —Numbers
and Letters, Peeke.

"When, therefore, we ascribe certain qualities or
properties to a number, it is on account of a particu
lar connotation or association of ideas impressed
upon us by reference to universal standards, prin
ciples and laws." —The Kobola of Numbers,
Sepharial, 19.

Having described in The Key to the Universe the spiritual
principles, laws and symbology indicated by the numbers

from one to ten, we herein take up the symbology of the

numbers above ten. These refer to higher cycles of unfold-
ment and evolution than the earlier numbers, yet they include

the fundamental significance of the single numbers. For in

stance, as man starts out upon his first Cycle of Manifestation
with the number one, so in number 11 he starts out upon

another new and more advanced Cycle of Manifestation, but

with all the experience gained during the previous cycle

stored up as potencies and built into his consciousness as

inherent faculties.

The first and fundamental meaning of number 11 must

therefore be a New Beginning, but one which depends for
its accomplishment upon the widsom and efficiency acquired

during the past cycle from one to ten already described.1 It
may be compared to the graduate of a professional school

who, when he puts out his "shingle," starts out upon and

eagerly looks forward to a new life of active accomplishment,

i The Key to the Univmt, Curtus.
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a New Beginning. But his accomplishment will depend upon
how much of his professional training he has already absorbed

and how much of the wisdom he has built into his conscious
ness and made his own. Or it may be likened to an ap
prentice taking his first position as a journeyman, earning
a man's wage and looking forward to building up a business

of his own: his success will depend upon how much skill and

business training he has attained during his cycle of appren

ticeship (one to ten). Number 11 in this sense may be called

the Number of Reincarnation; a reincarnation in conscious

ness if not in body; for we pass through many deaths of
ideas and many births into new consciousness in one physical

life-period. Kabalistically number 11 is called "the begin

ning of whirling motion," i.e., the turning of the Wheel of

Time beginning a new cycle; again the Number of Reincar

nation.
Another way in which to consider number 11 is that, just

as number one is the downpouring of the One Life into the

chaotic conditions of the undifferentiated Chaos composed

of the substances cast off during a previous world period,2 so

here in 11 we have another outpouring of the same One Life ;

but instead of it being into the circle of an unorganized Chaos
it is now poured into the circle of man's own inherent although
unmanifested powers, for this new circle —which is the O
we saw standing beside him in number 10—contains not only
his unconquered and undeveloped conditions and emanations,

but also the powers and possibilities gained in the past into

which the One Life is now pouring, splitting the darkness

and separating in his mental world the good from the evil,

the true from the false, the essential from the non-essential.

Hence, 11 is the link between the macrocosm and man, the

microcosm. In reality it is a reflex current of vital life-force
making man one with all that is : a responsible agent ; God's
ambassador. Here it is that the Spirit of man becomes one

2 See The Voice of Isis, Curtiss. 181.
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with the universal Spirit of All Life. Here a new outpouring
of this Spirit can be felt hovering over the waters —the un
stable conditions—of his own life. And here by the power
and might of the Christ Within he can say, as did the Elohim
to the dark cosmic Chaos in the beginning, "Let there be

Light."
If one who has passed the cycle of ten and is ready to make

a New Beginning and start out on his real life-work seems

to be standing alone and another with like development should

become vitally associated with him through similar attain
ments, aims and ideals, instead of having the strength and

force of two individuals, they would have the power of 11,

for between them is the experience of the intervening digits
or the strength of ten. But to attain this there must be a

vital inner union and not a mere intellectual association.

Standing thus shoulder to shoulder they can start out on a

New Beginning in a higher cycle than either could have at

tained alone. Thus it was said of Sir Galahad : "His sword
is as the sword of ten because his heart is true."

In a deeper sense, at the point of unfoldment symbolized

by number 11 the true Knight, or the purified and disciplined

personality, has laid hold of the One Life which he now

recognizes as standing beside him (10+ L) And it is the

Divine One that becomes his Rod of Power, his mighty invin

cible Sword "Excalibur," also the spear of Parsifal, with which

he is to fight his way to victory in a new cycle. But it must

be remembered that although the Disciple, like Sir Galahad,

has won his sword, he has not yet learned to use it. In the

cycle of ten which he has just completed he has gained the

strength and courage to wrench the sword from the rock of
materiality in which it was embedded in the midst of the lake

or waters of illusion,8 i.e., he must wrest the Sword of the

Spirit from the Foundation Stone of Truth where it rests sur
rounded by the illusions of the outer world. For only when

3 On account of the reflections around its shores a lake is used to symbolize
illusion, while a sea is generally used to symbolize humanity, also the astral world.
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he knows its value and by the power of righteousness grasps
and draws it out does he open a channel through which the

One Life can pour forth for him to use in his new cycle.

This sword represents the same thing as the Spear of Am-
fortas which in the hands of a pure knight is invincible. But
if through yielding to temptation its possessor allows it to be

seized by Klingsor, the resulting wound will be incurable
until the spear has been recovered by a pure Knight (Parsi
fal) and has been touched to the wound after the knight has

entered the Castle of the Grail, for the spear is the second 1

of number 11. Thus, although both Parsifal and Galahad
had completed their cycle of ten, they could not manifest it
until they had begun to utilize the new 1 thus attained to heal,

bless and overcome evil in their cycle of 11.

Number 11 is considered by some as an unlucky or evil
number and is called by them the Number of Separation,

Differentiation, the Parting of the Ways, also the Number of
Sin and Repentance. Since it is at this number that the

Disciple must start out upon a new and untried life-cycle and

put his past experience to the test, it may well be called Dif
ferentiation and Separation, for it is here that he must answer

the call of the Christ, "Come out from among them, and be ye

separate," i.e., step out of the cycle of the first nine digits in
which the mass of humanity is still evolving and prove by his

life that he has built in the experiences of the past cycle,

hence is now a Disciple and can separate himself from it.

Again, since sin is the misapplication or perversion of the

Law, at this step the untried Disciple, unless very true, wise

and valiant, may be wounded with his own magic Spear; yet

because he has entered upon the cycle of number 11 his re

pentance will be sincere and enduring. Once having entered

the Path at number 11 there is no going back. Even though

the wound may bleed for many years, true repentance will

surely bring healing and renewed strength. Repentance is

not merely sorrow for mistakes, but turning around and fac

ing the other way, turning our backs upon the mistakes of the
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past, culling for future use the experience from each event,

but manfully bearing the results and doing our duty, even

though, like Amfortas, the wound bleeds at every step.

Westcott says of number 11, "This seems to be the type of
a number with an evil reputation among certain peoples." 4

While many unthinking people are given to condemning that

which they do not understand, especially anything which im

poses on them the responsibility for their own thoughts and

actions, among earnest and true-hearted Knights who have

kept their night of vigil prayerfully before the altar of their

own hearts; who have caught a glimpse of the glory of the

Grail as the morning of their new cycle dawns; who have

received the accolade upon the shoulder from the hand of the

Great Initiator in the silence and sacred hush of their mid

night vigil; who have listened enraptured to the mysterious
choir of angelic voices bidding them go forth and conquer,

to all such number 11 will be as the light of a glorious new day

revealing wonderful vistas of great possibilities.
As to an evil reputation, did not Jesus have an evil reputa

tion among the rulers of the synagogue? And every true

follower of the Master Jesus who has taken up in earnest

this new life of self mastery must expect to face more or less

of evil reputation ; for did not Jesus tell His disciples : "Woe
unto you, when all men shall speak well of you!" "The
disciple is not above his master: but every one that is perfect
shall be as his Master," B i.e., shall become master of himself.

The number 11 has gained its evil reputation, as do all other

good things, through misinterpretation and misunderstand

ing. In this case the old kabalistic teachings which contrast

11 with Perfection as expressed in ten, call it evil because it
departs from that Perfection. But they fully understood,

and in their quaint language fully set forth its true signifi
cance, i.e., that having reached Perfection in ten, number 11

starts out on a new quest for a greater Perfection in a new

* Number; Westcott, 100.

6 St. Luke, VI, 24-40.
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and greater cycle. Hence they tried to impress the idea that
at this step there may be more or less foreboding of the un

known as the new and unmanifested cycle looms ahead. When
he takes the Pilgrim's Staff in hand and starts anew to climb
to greater and unknown heights, the Disciple knows well that
the road leads uphill all the way and is beset with many dan
gers and temptations, yet he dares all.

The whole Cycle of Necessity through which the Soul must

journey, as expressed in the numbers from 1 to 22, is graphi
cally symbolized in Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress. On that

Journey every Rest House might be compared to a number
ten where the Pilgrim having successfully conquered the dan

gers past may rest and refresh himself and be given wise
council and strength for his New Beginning. Number 11 is
the Pilgrim starting afresh on his Journey after his first rest.

Hence well might the Kabalists say of it that it contains within
it the essence of all that is sinful, harmful and imperfect.
Yet it also contains the strength, understanding and experi
ence that will conquer all that is met with in the new cycle. He
Knows, he Dares, hence can Do, if he has learned sufficient

discretion to Keep Silent; and the inherent strength and

power of will which has enabled him to come thus far will
carry him to the next Rest House.

As the Disciple grasps and begins to use the newly acquired

power of the One Life according to the knowledge and strength

gained, he makes so many mistakes that at first the new life
may seem more inharmonious, difficult and evil than the old.

Hence in number 11 the great lesson is that power is attained

only by use, and attainment is won only through persistence.

In the Hebrew the word for 11 is Achad, Osher, Ai, or one

and ten, God and God. Eliphas Levi connects 11 with the

Astral Light which he calls the great Magical Agent in which

all things are reflected. He also calls it manas or man's higher

and lower mind. This idea he founds upon the ability of
man's mind to reach up to the greatest heights or to descend

to the lowest depths. This idea is correct, for at number 11
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man has received a new influx of power, and having free-will
must decide whether he will use it for good or evil ; again the

two ones standing side by side and representing force. Levi
also calls it the Magical Chain, claiming that wherever two
or more persons stand side by side, united in ideas and lines
of action, they form a magic chain capable of influencing
others.

Apollonius in treating of the hours of Initiation makes ten

the first hour. It is an hour of Joy; the Neophyte has com

pleted his Trial of Initiation and has passed its terrible tests,

yet it is also an hour of trial and much depends upon it.

Among the Egyptians they set up the Sphinx as a symbol of
the first hour and called it the Guardian of Esoteric Wisdom.

The human head of the Sphinx at this step says to the Aspirant
for the higher cycle "First acquire the Knowledge" ; its bull's

thighs indicate to him "Be strong and patient in thy work";
its lion's paws say to him "Thou must be brave and defend

thyself against every inferior force"; its eagle's wings say

"Thou must will to raise thyself towards the transcendent

regions which thy Soul already approaches."6 Number 11 is
the second hour and Apollonius calls it the "Abyss of fire—
the virtues of the stars close as a crown through the dragons
and the fire (the magnetic chain)." At this step the Disciple
must learn to distinguish the course of the positive and nega

tive currents of force in his own body, also to distinguish
between good and evil and to choose between them; not so

simple a decision as it sounds.

a See lesson The Message of the Sphinx, Curtiss.



CHAPTER II

The Number n. The Initiate

"Figures are symbols of numbers. Numbers are
symbols of Eternal Principles. Principles are un
changing qualities that belong to Being. They cannot
be weakened or strengthened in their true nature,
but always contain their primal essence." —Numbers
and Letters, Peeke.

There is an 11 year cycle of the Sun which exemplifies all

that we have said of number 11 ; for according to the Secret

Wisdom,1 "The Sun is the heart of the Solar World (System)
and its brain is hidden behind the (visible) Sun. Thence,

sensation is radiated into every nerve-center of the great body,

and the waves of life-essence flow into each artery and vein."

Like the heart of man this great solar heart circulates the vital

life-essence —comparable to the blood in man —throughout the

entire solar system, and regularly contracts at every return of
the vital essence to the sun in a rhythmic cadence corresponding
to that of the heart of man. But instead of these rhythmic
heart beats taking place in a little less than a second as they do

in the heart of man, it requires ten years for the solar blood

to circulate through the system and another year, making 11,

for it to pass through its auricle and ventricle, be purified in

the lungs by the Great Breath and be ready again to be sent

out through the arteries of the Cosmos. This is the fixed cycle

of 11 years well known to astronomers, during which the sun-

spots regularly increase in intensity and numbers. "Could the

human heart be made luminous, and the living and throbbing
organ made visible, so as to have it reflected upon a screen ....
then everyone would see the sun-spot phenomena reflected

every second."2
Astronomers have also noted that every 11 years the earth

1 The Secret Doctrine, Blavatsky, Vol. I. 591.
2 Ibid, Vol. I, 591.
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passes through a specially dense stream of meteors, proving
that the earth receives a special influx of physical matter from
other planets and systems every 11 years, bringing to the

earth materials for a new cycle. Thus it will be seen that we

have an exact proof in nature of our statement that the funda

mental meaning of number 11 is that of a cyclic New Begin
ning.

The 11th sign of the zodiac is Aquarius, and the kabalistic

value of its name is also 11. It is the Sign of the Son of Man

and its symbol is a water-bearer, a man pouring forth the

Water of Life that the crops for a new season may be fructi

fied and germinate. As we enter upon this new Aquarian Age
we almost hold our breath in expectation of the mighty un-

foldment which this Great Age will bring forth. Even through
the turmoil of battle, through the smoke and din of bursting
shells and amid the groans of the dying and the lamentations

of the bereaved, we strain our eyes and ears for the first indi

cations of the glory of the coming of the New Age.

As the Cosmos passes through this sign all that is expressed

in its symbology will be manifested at least in outline. The
Son of Man will indeed come,3 not merely as a sign in the

heavens, but as an embodiment of Divine Love to man, for

the spiritual Water of Life will be poured out in abundance

upon the earth and upon humanity. In fact, if we examine

into all that this term Water of Life means * we will find that

it has many interpretations, but there are three that are of

fundamental importance. The Son of Man must come out

into manifestation through the three decans or doors of the

sign Aquarius and reach perfection in each. The first door

is already open and through it the Water of Life is being

poured forth in its lowest aspect in the rivers of blood — the

physical Water of Life—shed on the battlefields that the earth

may be purged of its lower aspects of selfishness, passion,

greed, envy, hate and personal aggrandizement. The second

» See The Voice of Isis, Cartiss, 137; also The Mighty Angel, Curtis*.
4 See lesson Mother Earth, Part II, Curtiss.
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door is that which opens into the astral and mental worlds
through which the quickening power of the Water of Life
shall pour to germinate and bring to bloom the seeds of an

expanded and illumined consciousness and an opening of the

astral faculties through which man shall see, feel and realize

his oneness with the worlds of life and consciousness above the

physical. The third door is the middle decan or balanced

forces of Aquarius, through which shall pour forth the spirit
ual aspect of the Water of Life to quicken and unfold man's

true spiritual consciousness. We are now only at the begin

ning, but ultimately the Water of Life shall pour forth in
all its aspects until each of the three doors stand open wide
and the Sun of Righteousness shall shine from a new heaven

upon a new world. Then from these open doors shall come

forth the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

Among the Greeks 11 is the number of Zeus, because of the

idea of ever becoming, while among the Scandinavians it is

held sacred to the Valkyries. The 11th of the Buddhistic
meditations is the wind or the Breath of the Spirit. Among
precious stones 11 is represented by jacinth, which we are

told in Revelation6 forms the 11th foundation stone of the

New Jerusalem. The jacinth is sometimes called the hyacinth

which the Encyclopedia Britannica identifies with the sapphire

or blue corundum, a dark blue stone of a true indigo color.

And it is curious to note that among many exoteric writers
who assign certain gems to the signs of the zodiac, garnets

are carelessly assigned to Aquarius, the 11th sign; and many

of the gems known to the gem trade as hyacinths are only
garnets. Hence it is only natural that in this superficial age

garnets should be assigned to Aquarius instead of the real sap

phire, a gem which is much rarer and more expensive. A
true Aquarian person —one who is truly manifesting the force

of that sign, not merely born in it—will have no difficulty in

discovering that there is no affinity between himself and

s XXI, 20.
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garnets, while were such an one to own and wear a true blue

sapphire the vibrations would be found to be very satisfying
and helpful.

Among trees the aspen and all varieties of pine and cedar

are affinitized to 11. They are the most primitive trees, hence

when portions of the earth which have finished their period of
purification beneath the sea 8 rise and become ready for vegeta
tion these trees will be the earliest forms to secure a foothold
and flourish. They are related to number 1 1 because they start

a new cycle of vegetation.

Among the disciples the 11th is Matthew, and among the

planets the 11th in value is Jupiter, which in this aspect is

called the "King of the spirits of the air" or the Sylphs. The

Sylphs are very shy of, if not distinctly antagonistic to, man

unless he has really reached the point of development indi
cated by number 11 and can affinitize with them; then they

become friendly and helpful. Among birds the eagle rising
from earth into a new element is related to number 11.

In the human body number 11 rules the respiratory organs.

Just as the number one is the Breath of Life, so 11 is the

result of the evolution of the Breath of Life through the

digits until it has built up for itself a vehicle with special

organs through which it can manifest in a more definite and

individualized manner in the physical world in a new cycle,
i.e., through the lungs of man. Hence in 11 we see man as

the specialized instrument for the manifestation of the Breath
of Life; for while the animals have lungs they are unable to
use the breath to advance their higher development or reach

into a higher kingdom as can man.

Those who have reached the step symbolized by 11 are

Initiates of the lowest degree, but as yet are untried. They
have passed the number nine (Initiation) and having mastered

the lessons of that step will never again need to experience

exactly the same conditions, yet they have not been proven.

6 See The Voice of his, Curtiss. 387.
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It is possible for the Initiates to become either black magicians,

Brothers of the Shadow, or true Disciples of the Great White
Lodge. They have learned to govern and control certain forces

within themselves, and have acquired at least a theoretical

knowledge of the possibilities of the new life. This, however,

does not mean that everyone whose name-number is 1 1 or who
is born in the 11th sign has reached this step and become an

Initiate, for the mere name-number or birth-number of itself
has very little to do with it. In fact such numbers may be

said to bear about the same proportion to this great cycle of
1 1 as does the cycle of a day and night to the cycle of a zodiacal

sign in heaven, approximately 2,170 years. Remember there

are always cycles within cycles and numbers within numbers.

Each individual must again and again pass through the

experiences represented by the digits. It is even possible

in rare instances for an individual to sweep through the entire

gamut from one to ten in a single incarnation. Such an one

would vibrate first to one number and then to another in rapid
succession. Again, as the cycles of the minute, the hour, the

day, the year and the age each work out their complete ex

perience and expression one within the other without clashing

or conflict, so is it in the numerical cycles of one's life. The

physical body with its degree of development and its sensa

tions has its number; the astral body has its number, which
may be quite unlike that of the physical ; the mind, both higher
and lower, and the Spirit each have their numbers; and all
these are constantly changing as the Soul advances. Hence the

absurdity of attempting to state the exact degree of unfold-
ment reached by a Soul by a mere computation of the name-

number, especially since the numbers of the higher states are

not known to the personality until the next Great Initiation
has been passed. As well might we hope to find what period

in the age or year was meant from a paper merely dated

Thursday the 11th, with neither month nor year given. It is

useless for students to try to avoid facing themselves and

their creations and conditions or to try to find a short cut to
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spiritual attainment merely by changing their name to one

with a seemingly more favorable number. The change must be

made within themselves.

People are constantly met who have developed greatly along

certain lines, yet who are very backward along other lines.

Therefore in this domain of numbers and their interpretation

and application the advice given by Pope should be carefully
considered.

"A little learning is a dangerous thing!
Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring;
There shallow draughts intoxicate the brain,
And drinking largely sobers us again." 7

As a rule the less we know the more ready we are to spread

abroad the tiny ray of enlightenment we have attained, believ

ing it to be all-inclusive. Also "Fools rush in where angels

fear to tread." The humanity of this age would reach its
destined height of 11 much more quickly and surely if they

paid less attention to an effort to change and improve condi

tions in their lives by changing their names or even their
outer conditions and listened more attentively to the Still
Small Voice within, realizing that only the inner change of
unfolding character can really change outer conditions for the

better; for the outer is but a manifestation of the inner.

Therefore when we desire to change our outer conditions, we

must look within and see what thoughts, habits, desires, old

ideas, et cetera, need to be changed ere their outward mani

festations can change and give us a New Beginning or a new

cycle of 11.

However, the computation of the mere name-number has a

certain value both in helping us to see what tasks lie before us

in this life as well as in the case of a name chosen for a public
career, such as for use on the stage or as a nom de plume in

literature et cetera. In such cases it is well to select a name

whose numerical value is in harmony with the success of the

activity to be entered upon. It is understood that such as-

7 Essay on Man.
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sumed names are applied to persons only in their public work
and do not express either their character or their private life.

Persons in public life are connected in the public mind by
lines of force with certain positions, ideas and conditions
which they are expected to fulfill, yet they have a right to their
own private life in which they are known by their personal
names.

Just so the Soul has a private or Mystery Name by which

it is known in the higher worlds, yet the human or outer

personality has an outer name by which it is known on earth

during each particular incarnation. The Mystery Name, how

ever, is revealed to the personality only after it has passed a

certain stage of unfoldment or initiation.
On the other hand it must be borne in mind that if one

chooses a name whose meaning he does not strive to express

and live up to, the forces back of the name which work for its

expression will bring disintegration and failure to one who
either cannot or who refuses to express the meaning of that
name.

In our evolution we must climb three mounts, first, the

mount of physical attainment, symbolized in the Bible by Mt.
Sinai in the wilderness, on which we are given the Law ;

second, the mount of intellectual attainment or the Mount of
Transfiguration where we walk and are at one with Moses

(the Law) and Elias (the Prophets) ; the third, the mount of
spiritual attainment or the Mount of Crucifixion where the

angels minister unto us and bring us spiritual power and we

say "It is finished." While we are given a name at the

summit of each of these mounts, only when we stand one

with the Law and the Prophets can we say "I know as I
am known." Between each of these mounts there are deep

valleys, dark canons and tangled wildernesses to be traversed,

each of which may require many incarnations to cross.

While on this subject it may be well to explain that the

attainment of Mt. Sinai represents the highest pinnacle of
worldly honor, fame, power, position or greatness which the



The Initiate 15

Soul has reached, hence the name by which the Soul was

known on earth during that incarnation is the one it usually

assumes while in the astral world after each lesser incar
nation. For instance a Napoleon when returning to the astral

world after a minor and perhaps somewhat obscure incarna

tion would not continue to be known by the name used in
that obscure incarnation, but would assume the most famous

name he had borne, i.e., Napoleon. That of course would not

be his spiritual or Mystery Name, merely the name of his

greatest earthly incarnation.



CHAPTER III

The Number it. Reincarnation and Transmutation

"Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood can
not inherit the kingdom of God ; neither doth corrup
tion inherit incorruption. Behold, I shew you a
mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed in a moment .... for this corruptible must
put on incorruption and this mortal must put on im
mortality .... then shall be brought to pass the say
ing that is written, Death is swallowed up in vic
tory." —I Corinthians, XV, 50-4.

Number 11 as a New Beginning represents the ensouling of
the Divine Ray sent down into physical existence by the

Higher Self upon which it builds up and evolves the various
personalities. The Zohar states this in the following manner.

"In the beginning was the Will of the King (the Absolute),
prior to any other existence .... it sketched the forms of all

things that had been concealed but now came into view. And
there went forth a sealed secret, from the head of Ain Suph,
a nebulous spark of matter without shape or form."1 The
Secret Doctrine says : "Every form on earth, and every Speck

(atom) in Space strives in its efforts towards self-formation to
follow the model placed for it in the 'Heavenly Man.' " a

While science recognizes that all forms of life are built up of
living atoms, the occultist goes a step farther and teaches that
the atom itself is but the vehicle of the One Life that pervades

and is inherent in all. The first step in the manifestation of
this ensouling Ray of Spirit (Atma) is its differentiation from

the Absolute. It then builds up and evolves the Higher Self,

with its Spiritual Mind, through a higher and pre-human cycle

of the nine digits until it reaches the ten of its cycle and be

comes one with its Parent, yet having evolved a vehicle or

1 Zohar, III. 290.
2 Vol. I, 205.

M
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Soul (Buddhi) through which this Ray (Atma) can manifest
in the higher worlds, the three in one—Spirit, Soul and Spiri
tual Mind— (Atma —Buddhi —Higher Manas) constituting

the Higher Self. This point we call its number 10. The
Higher Self then in turn sends down a ray of itself into the

physical world adding a new 1 to the 10, around which it
builds up successive human personalities like successive pearls

on a string. At the death of each personality all that it was

able to manifest of true Soul growth is indrawn by the Divine

Ray, the thread on which the pearls are strung, "the silver
thread which binds you to the Master."

All the qualities which the Soul has actually been able to
manifest in incarnation remain after death in what is known
as the Permanent Atom in which is impressed the essence of
the experiences of the body of which it has been a part. When
the next human personality is projected, this Permanent Atom
is the nucleus around which the new body is built or is the key

note by which the tone or vibratory rate is transferred to the

new body. This Permanent Atom is composed of three units,

mental, astral and physical, and is permanent because it is the

focal point in the lower realms for the immortal Ray of Divin
ity. It also becomes the center through which the spiritual or

superconscious mind reaches the human or rational mind. Thus
at every incarnation the Permanent Atom is the center which
contains all the accumulated experience and wisdom of all

previous incarnations, which the Soul has to start out with
in each incarnation, just as number 11 includes all the power
of the 10 on which it is built.

Many human cycles of 10 are passed through until at last

the human personality becomes so evolved and perfected that

it consciously recognizes the Higher Self as its Father-in-
heaven and does the works of its Father, thus entering into
the great realization of its oneness with the Father. At this
point the Initiate sees the human personality as a naught, a

circle containing unmanifested possibilities. He sees the

Father (the 1) standing at his right hand and there comes to
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him the realization that within the seeming emptiness of the

little personal self there are all the potencies of the Father.
Then he understands the inner meaning of the command, "Be
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven

is perfect."3 He can now start out consciously and deter

minedly upon a new pilgrimage of 11, the Cycle of Transmu
tation, during which all the potencies of the digits must be

expressed, not only in the higher realms as during the past

cycle, but manifested on earth in the life and character of the

personality, until the completed man (10) becomes more than
man (11). He thus becomes the Pilgrim (10) who takes the

Staff (1) of the One Life in his hand and starts out on a new

cycle of accomplishment in 11. The attainment of this com

plete manifestation may require many incarnations, for the

Higher Self must build up, evolve, overshadow and guide

many bodies ere it can bring one to the perfection represented

by number ten. When this point is reached the Higher Self
can actually enter into the body of flesh as a stream of Light
or Fire, the first 1 of number 11.

During this cycle of 11 all that has been said4 about the

Dot within the circle and the evolution of the 1 as applied to
the Cosmos and the evolution of the personality, is now re

peated in man's physical body. For the descent of this Spir
itual Fire or spark from the Higher Self marks the birth of
the Christ-consciousness in man. For him it is the Word
made flesh. It is God in man, not only in consciousness, but
in action, in creative power. The effect upon the body of
this birth or entrance into physical flesh of the living Fire of
the Christos is that the Fire at once begins to transmute the
mortal flesh into immortal substance. In the ordinary man
what are known in occultism as the "fiery lives" work through
the first five seven-year periods (35) in every incarnation to
build up and perfect man's physical body. From the sixth
seven-year period (35) onward these fiery lives under ordi-

! St. Matthew. V, 48.
* See The Key to the Universe, Curtiss. 55.
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nary conditions put forth their activities in an opposite way.
In ether words they have reached the curve in the magnet

where the positive activity gradually merges into the negative,

then we say man begins to age. Yet if we bear in mind that
all the time the fiery lives are but the force of the Divine Life,
and that their function is to destroy all that interferes with
the full manifestation of that Higher Life, this turn of the

tide should prove a most important era, wherein man can

consciously lay hold of life that death may be swallowed up
in victory.

In man's early and undeveloped incarnations the death of
the body is a great blessing. Man was turned out of Eden

lest he eat of the Tree of Life and live forever. Back of that

decree was the greatest love and wisdom, for it compelled

him to lay down the undeveloped, unspiritualized body lest it
live forever in its lust and sin and its separation from its

Father-in-heaven. The many stories of physical immortality,
such as The Wandering Jew, et cetera, are intended to illus

trate the horror of continuous life in an unregenerate mortal

body.

When we have really reached number 11 and are ready

consciously to unite with the fiery stream of the Christ-life
we gladly allow it to burn out the dross. All that carihot

be transmuted is consumed and cast out of the system as are

dead ashes out of a furnace. Hence there is often much

sickness during this period. But if the student will hold fast

to the thought that it is the Fire of the Lord (Law) preparing
a habitation in the body for the Christ, and look upon it as

one would look upon the discomforts of house-cleaning, he

will receive much comfort and understanding. Yet the right
attitude of mind and every precaution known to the highest

and most advanced medical science should be used to assist

the process if necessary ; for the ultimate end must be a sound

mind in a sound body.

But we must see to it that a plentiful supply of purified
atoms shall flow in to take the place of the old, so that instead
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of dissolution and death being the result of the consuming
force of the Fire, as in the case of the ordinary man —death

resulting from too much life instead of a lack of it—a con

stant renewal of the body takes place as this corruption puts
on incorruption. This is facing boldly the Angel with the

Flaming Sword (the fiery lives) which guards the gates of
Eden, Eden being the immortalized and perfected state in
which only a spiritualized body can dwell.

The thing to bear in mind is that from the sixth seven-year

period on to the tenth (from 42 to 70) the activity of the fiery
lives ordinarily destroys the temple. But man must some

time attain to the knowledge expressed by Jesus when,

referring to these fiery lives, He said: "Destroy this

temple, and in three days I will raise it up," 6 *.*., three divine

periods (3) or nine. On the tenth or perfect day the Christ-man
will have attained victory over the forces of the body, will in
fact have built up a fire body (Nirmanakaya) or one in which
the fiery lives, manifesting now only as "cold flame," dwell
as creators because there is nothing more that requires de

struction. Life is a manifestation of Fire which is "divine
substance" and in its essence is always creative. It becomes

destructive only when it meets with resistance or opposition
to its manifestation.

Immortality in the flesh is therefore a physical as well as

a metaphysical possibility, but its attainment does not mean

that one who has attained it will have to live on earth forever.

But it does mean that such an one can live on earth in such

a body as long as his work requires a vehicle on the physical

plane. When this is no longer necessary the vibratory key

note of such a body can be raised until it disappears from the

physical and manifests on any higher plane desired.9 This
is the "spiritual body" referred to by St. Paul and which,

through lack of understanding, the Christian church teaches

can be attained only in "heaven" after the death of the

St. John, ii, 19.

« See Realms o
f the Living Dead, Curtiss, 239.
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physical body. But it cannot be attained merely by passing
through the gates of physical death. Only when, like Jesus,
we have become one with the Father (Higher Self) and can

leave the personality to die upon the cross of matter and can

say, "It is finished," can we attain this spiritual body.
As we said in number one 7 this spiritual or Nirmanakaya

body is not a ready-made body which we will inhabit after
we leave our poor worn out and decayed physical body, but
it is a fire-body that is builded slowly and gradually, cell by
cell, within the physical throughout all our incarnations. It
is like gold in a crucible, the fire separates the gold from the

dross. If there be enough gold there need be no death, for the

fire will find only a little dross to consume as it refines the

gold.

This process of transmutation begins from within and works

outward from the heart center of the inner man. From there

it sends out radiations or lines of force which gradually set

up new sub-centers of radiation in various parts, just as does

a degenerate and destructive manifestation of life, as seen in
the cancer, send out its filaments and cells to distant parts of
the body to form new centers of cancerous growth or cell

metastases. And just as the cancer sends out slender radiating
tentacles which insinuate themselves into surrounding tissues

and organs to destroy them, so the fiery lives of the Christ-
force, when directed by the consciousness of the enlightened

number 11 man, manifest in an analogous way, but in a dia

metrically opposite and constructive manner; for cancer is
but the force of evil (devil) incarnated in the flesh instead of
the Christ. In fact while the fiery lives are the vehicles of the

Christ-life, yet just as the Christ is a positive consuming fire,

so does its opposite expression become the negative consuming
fires of hell. When we see the devil working in the body as

the destroyer we know it is but the negative pole or Deus
inversus. Hence when we correlate with the positive pole

7 See The Key to the Universe, Curtiss, 61.
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(life-construction-integration) we know that it is naturally

stronger than the negative pole (death-destruction-disintegra

tion). This is what is meant by the saying "Death is swal

lowed up in victory."
We must always remember, however — lest we condemn an

other, and thus work with the forces of death instead of life—
that the individual who is suffering from an organic disease,

even a cancer, is possibly helping to bear a part of the mighty
Karma of mankind rather than exclusively an individual

Karma. Yet such a method of helping to bear the Race
Karma is not a wise one to choose. We can help lift the awful

pall of death and suffering from humanity far more surely and

effectually by lifting up the Christ in our hearts and lives that

all our cells and atoms may be drawn unto Him, than by being

nailed to the cross of suffering and letting the Christ be cruci

fied in our flesh.

The process of transmuting and purifying goes on through
out every incarnation. In each life some grains of pure gold
are produced, and these are never lost but are added to life
after life, i.e., every cell which the Christ-life has redeemed

becomes immortal and at the next earth life is built into the

new body around the sacred centers, so that little by little we

inhabit a more and more perfect body, until in some life we find

it possible to complete the purification and perfection of all

our interblending bodies, mental, astral and physical. During
our long pilgrimage not one grain of gold is lost, for like

Jesus we must be able to say, "That of all which he hath given

me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the

last day." 8 It is these atoms which at the death of the physical

the Angels or the Shining Ones gather up and manipulate

under the karmic law into the final glorified body in which

there is no death, because each molecule and cell has been

purified in the Fire of the Christ and redeemed forevermore.

This is the "Nirmanakaya's humble robe." "Behold I show

you a mystery."

s St. John, VI, 39.
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The Number n. Introduction to the Hebrew Letters

"The twenty-two letters which are the foundation
of all things, He arranged upon a sphere with 231
gates, and the sphere may be rotated forward or
backward, whether for good or evil. From the good
comes true pleasure, from the evil naught but tor
ment."— Sepher Yetsirah, 18.

"It is generally conceded that the ten numbers and
the twenty-two letters are the centers of reflection
through which the emanations of Unity operate in
the lower worlds, and that these ten numbers and
twenty-two letters are the fundamental principles
which make up or mark out the 32 Paths of Wis
dom." —Numbers and Letters, Peeke.

The Hebrew alphabet represents the foundation of all things,

each letter being at the same time a number. By various

means of constructing the letters, i.e., by differences in the

shape and size of a letter, its position in a word and by the

addition of dots or Massoretic points, both the meaning and

the numerical value of the letter are modified. A full ex

planation of these modifications would require a large volume

on the Kabala. But since this is not a book on the Hebrew

alphabet but on numbers, the meaning of the letter and the

Tarot card corresponding to each number is but briefly given

for the sake of completeness.

Briefly then we may say that the twenty-two letters are all

derived from the one letter Yod. This has the numerical value

of both one and ten and is called the Divine Number. It is the

equivalent of the English I. From this source spring three

Mother Letters, Aleph, Mem and Shin, symbolizing air, water

and fire or, considered as three aspects of the one, they stand

for heat, which contains fire, electricity, which contains water

and light which contains air. These Mother Letters, like the

elements they symbolize, are the bringers forth of the mani

fested universe, yet each brings forth in its own peculiar way.
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For instance, without the Sun-force nothing would grow ; with
out moisture nothing would germinate, and without air neither
fire nor water could bring forth.

Aleph (air) brings forth her children through the at

mosphere which gives life to all nature through the breath
which animates all forms of life, and preeminently through the

Spirit which is the Breath of Life breathed into the nostrils
of man when he became a living Soul and was given dominion
over all the beasts of the field.

Mem (water) brings forth her children through moisture,
dew, rain and tears, water being as essential as air to all forms
of life.

Shin (fire) is an expression of that Spiritual Fire which is
the basis of all life.

The trinity formed by these Three Mothers brings the One
Life into manifestation on the physical plane (1 +3 = 4) to
form the foundation of all life, for without air, water and fire
no life can manifest on earth. The Sepher Yetsirah x says of
them: "The heavens were produced from Fire; the earth

from Water ; and the Air from the Spirit is as a reconciler be

tween the Fire and the Water .... from the fire was made

heat, from the waters was made cold, and from the air was
produced the temperate state, again a mediator between them."

From these three Mother Letters come forth the seven

double letters,2 each embodying the characteristics of one of the

seven sacred planets. And just as the planets each have a

double aspect and influence, a beneficent and a malign, so

these double letters have two aspects or their hard and soft
sounds, which modify the meaning of the words in which they
are used.

There are also twelve simple letters8 which are associated

with the twelve signs of the zodiac. These letters give special

force to the words in which they are used, modified by the

1 Page 19.
2 Beth, Gimel, Daleth, Kaph, Pe. Resh and Tau.
3 They are Hi*h, Vau. Zain Ctwth, Teth, Yod, Lamed, Nun, Samech, Oin

Tzaddi, and Qoph.
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varying power of the double letters in the word, just as the

twelve houses give significance to a horoscope, but modified

by the position of the planets in each house. Hence the twelve

simple letters represent the twelve properties or potencies

which make up the earth's aura, while the seven double letters,

like the seven planets, represent the seven Elohim expressed

through the seven nature notes and the seven colors into

which the one white light (or the yod) is broken up. For as

the planets pass through the zodiac, in each sign there are

awakened definite but varying potencies which, blending with

the force of the ruling planet, send forth a force that is dif
ferentiated from all the other forces. All these various dif
ferentiated forces acting together form the sum total of that

which our earth can express, or we might say that only through
the assimilation of the potencies of these forces can the earth

unfold the perfect pattern she is some day destined to express.

And so is it with man. Only when, like the earth, he has

gathered all that the zodiacal forces hold for him can he be

said to be one of the 144,000 or the Elect who were the first
to be sealed.

The three Mothers, like fire, water and air, are the determin

ing factors in spreading all these forces, hence are the de

termining causes of all creation ; for as we have already said,

only as moisture, heat and air are combined can the seeds in
the earth be germinated. Yet through the planetary forces

and the differentiation of the signs through which the planets

are passing will each seed bring forth after its kind ; for there

are no miracles in nature. "God works in a mysterious way
his wonders to perform," yet all is law. The true Mystic is
one who, because he dwells in the "Tabernacle of the Most
High," i.e., blends his consciousness with the One Life and

becomes one in mind with the Great Oversoul, can learn to

understand these mysteries. But since there are no miracles

it is through man, made in God's image, that they must be

revealed.
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We might compare the zodiac and the twenty-two letters to
the switchboard of a mighty wireless station, the letters repre

senting the operating intelligences, and the three Mothers cor
responding to the forces coming from the great Central Sun

(the yod) or the avenue through which the power is delivered.

This will help us to understand the influence of the zodiac 4

on all things and why it is called the aura of the solar system
in which are contained the potencies of all that shall manifest
in that system.

The Eleventh Hebrew Letter, Kaph O)
"He produced Kaph, and referred it to Life; He

crowned it
,

combined and formed with it Venus in
the Universe, the fourth day in the week, and the left
eye of man."—Sepher Yctsirah, 22.

The letter Kaph (or Caph) corresponds to the English letter
K or ch, the sounds of both being similar. It is one of the

seven double letters and is sacred to Venus, the planet of Love,

its two aspects being Divine Love which is God, and human
love through which man can reach God ; for if human love be

not degraded it also is divine. Love and life are synonomous

in that it is only love that can produce life. We see these two

terms thus related in the well known passage : "God so loved

the world, that he gave his only begotten Son (also the Sun in
the universe) that whosoever believeth in him (or assimilates

the divine life-force) should not perish, but have everlasting

(that is
,

spiritual and enduring) life." B

Hieroglyphically Kaph means a hand half closed in the act

of reaching out to grasp, hence it carries with it the idea of

strength and virility. It is also sometimes referred to the palm

of the hand, carrying the idea of more than mere physical

strength, or strength of character attained through reaching

* It if not the planets themselves which exert the major influence, but the
Klohim who rule them and use them as their instruments.

» St. John, III, 16.
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out and grasping opportunities and learning their lessons. The

palm of the hand in its markings indicates the exact point of
development reached by the individual, as well as the possi

bilities that can be reached during his present incarnation,

through reaching out in strength and virility. For like this

double letter Kaph, in the two hands we have a double power
of reaching and grasping, the palm of one hand registering
the development attained, the other registering the point that
can be attained. Hence we may speak of the "hand of Karma,"
for the Great Law fl as Karma indelibly records the results of
our past lives, in the left hand the mysterious records of the

past experiences which we have built into our character as a

page in the Book of the Concealed Mystery, and in the right
hand the opportunities of the present incarnation, that we may

work out and balance the past and attain to our real possibili
ties.

Kaph is said to rule over the West or the decline of life,

the karmic harvest or ingathering, i.e., the hand of Karma
stretched out to grasp and demand its due.

Kaph is also sometimes associated with the idea of "Uni
versal Love," not the mere human love as commonly under

stood, but that idea of love associated with Jesus, who so loved

the world that He laid down His life for humanity. In this

sense the letter means just that which is meant in The Healing

Prayer 7 when we say "lay Thy hands upon us in healing love."

For in this sense Kaph symbolizes the hands (powers) of

Jesus stretched out to bless; and if the blessing is rejected,

stretched out upon the cross ultimately to bless through suffer

ing. Hence we might say Kaph is delighting to love.

Its color is the ruby red of the blood shed for the world for
the remission of sin, also the color of the priestly robes as

the true Priest stands before the altar and stretches out his

hands in blessing over the people.

• For its manifestations see The Voice of his, Curtis*. 193.
» See The Voice of Isis, Curtis*, Mr.
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THE ELEVENTH TAROT CARD.

Strength.

The eleventh card of the Tarot is called Strength. A little

thought will show that this card has the same significance as

the eleventh letter Kaph. This card pictures a young girl clos

ing the mouth of a lion with her two hands. The symbology

of the lion (Leo) is strength, courage and love or when un
controlled, animal passion. Yet this card shows woman, the

negative power physically, exerting her positive moral and

spiritual strength to tame the fierceness of passion that it may

manifest as strong all-conquering love.

She is pictured with the sign of balance and life ( 3 ) upon
her head which we considered under number 8 in The Key to

the Universe, denoting that she has taken a definite step in evo

lution; has mastered the most potent factor of life, i.e., has

transmuted passion into universal love. Hence in the strength
of this all-conquering force she fearlessly closes the mouth

of the lion and makes of a ravenous beast of prey a tame and

loving companion and protector. This is beautifully sym

bolized by Spencer in the story of Una and the Lion.
She symbolizes the mother power which so tames the lion

that later on the Christ Child that she shall bring forth shall

lead it
The lesson of this card is that man's true moral strength

lies in the development of the negative aspect of his nature,
i.e., love and compassion. He gains ascendency over the beasts

of the field as well as over himself when through love he closes

their mouths and tames them, instead of using brute strength

to cow or kill them. For we can never gain mastery over
the beasts of the field until we have mastered the beasts within

ourselves.



THE 11th TAROT CARD

STRENGTH

MEDIEVAL

JUSTICE .

EGYPTIAN MODERN





THE DIVINE TRINITY WITHIN ITS CYCLE OF MANIFESTATION

THE FOUR-FOLD MANIFESTATION OF THE TRINITY, FORMING "THE
JEWEL IN THE LOTUS" OR "THE DIAMOND HEART," THE

GEOMETRICAL REASON FOR THE TWELVEFOLD
DIVISION OF THE ZODIAC
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CHAPTER V.

The Number 12. The Manifested Universe.

"Thus Uriel showed me twelve gates open for the
circuit of the chariots of the sun in heaven, from
which the rays of the sun shoot forth."—The Book
of Enoch, 103.

"As Pythagoras showed, Kosmos was produced not
through or by number, but by geometry, i. e., follow
ing the proportions of numbers." —The Secret Doc
trine, Blavatsky, III, 461.

The number 12 pertains primarily and fundamentally to the

complete expression or Fruition of the Divine Trinity within
the circle of its manifestation. We therefore call it the Num
ber of Fruition or the Manifested Universe. This is plainly
indicated by the fact that the original circle of Divine Mani

festation is marked off into 12 equal divisions by the four
fold expression of Divinity, the a , within it. Since 4 is the

Number of Mundane Manifestation, the cycle of cosmic ex

pression is not complete until the Divine A has manifested
in a fourfold manner, thus, 3 X 4 = 12.

Also 12 added (1 + 2) =3, showing that the 12 are all vary

ing manifestations of the Trinity. The necessity of represent

ing the fourfold manifestation of the Divine as within the

O of its manifestation is the fundamental reason for the

twelvefold division of the zodiac and of the cycles of time.

This is also the only satisfactory mathematical and philosophi

cal answer to the question why, since 10 is the Number of
Completion, the zodiac is divided into 12 and not 10 signs.

It also shows the foundation of the duo-decimal system of
reckoning. As we said in The Key to the Universe: "Herodo

tus tells us that the Egyptians founded a system of a 12 god

theogony. Hence, we find in Egypt the duo-decimal system,

or method of reckoning by 12, in common use. And it is to

the use of that system in the construction of the pyramids,
29
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to which the origin of the English foot of 12 inches has been

traced. Among the early Races the decimal system, or reckon

ing by 10, was esoteric and known only to the higher Initiates
among the priesthood."1

The twelvefold division may also be looked upon as a three
fold manifestation of the 4 elemental expressions of the god
head—Fire, Air, Water, Earth — in the material universe, again

showing that the Divine cannot manifest completely except

in a twelvefold manner. We find this truth corroborated by

Pythagoras in the sacredness he attached to the dodecahedron.

This is a solid figure having 12 equal sides, and approaches

most nearly of all solid figures to the sphere. Hence it is
used to symbolize all forms of created matter; approximate

completeness or the universe as a whole. Pythagoras also

represented the Logos as the Primordial One or number 1,

while matter was represented by number 2. The combination

of the two or the Manifested Universe he naturally repre

sented by number 12.

Since a O contains 360°, when 4 equilateral triangles are

inscribed within it they divide any Q mto 12 equal parts of
30° each. In the zodiac these divisions are called "signs" and

each is represented by the figure of the fabulous animal which

symbolizes the chief constellation of stars in the sign. The
circle of animal figures is called the zodiac because the word
zodiac means "little animals." Certain exoteric scientists

state that these animal symbols were suggested to the mind

of primitive man by his observing the heavens and seeing in

the constellations the outlines of the animals chosen. But

such a theory is as absurd as that which claims that man was

evolved from the purely animal solely by the mechanical

action of "natural selection" and without the help or influence

of the higher orders of spiritual Beings which were his pro

genitors.2 For there is nothing in the arrangement of the star-

groups in the constellations which even remotely suggests the

Page 21.
2 See "The Origin of Man," The Voice of Isis, Cnrtiss, 228.
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animals selected. Indeed, the symbols are traced with great
difficulty in the heavens even with the aid of a star map and
a knowledge of what is sought.

If the forms were at all suggested by the configurations of
the star-groups we should expect to find a dipper among the

first symbols chosen. But since this is not the case, Why
were the peculiar animal forms chosen and then applied to

the constellations ? Simply because these 12 constellations are
vehicles through which the 7 great Hierarchies of forces pour
forth 12 characteristic streams of force into the solar system.
While there are many other constellations named after ani

mals, such as the Dragon, Great Bear and Little Bear, Pega
sus, et cetera, all radiating their characteristic forces, yet they

are not considered as important because they are not directly
within the path or signs of the zodiac

The animals were chosen because their common and well
known characteristics express most closely the intrinsic prop
erties of the currents of force poured forth through the con

stellations. It must be remembered that the early Races, be

fore their complete immersion in dense physical matter, ».*.,

before they put on "coats of skin," were far more sensitive to
the forces of nature than are the modern, fully materialized

Races. Hence they responded to and recognized the charac

teristics of the various currents of cosmic force. The secret

of the orderly arrangement and proper designation of these

cosmic currents was explained to their initiated priests by

their Divine Teachers by means of the circle of symbolic

animals. Hence it was from this Divine source that they re

ceived the wonderful science of the zodiac and not from the

deductions of their own primitive minds.

Philosophically and spiritually the zodiac is the great Circle
of Manifestation within which the created universe appears.

In fact, it is the Q w'tn which we began our study of num

bers, 8 but now filled with the actual manifestation of that

3 See The Key to the Universe, Curtiss, M.
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which was but potential before the unfoldment of the forces
within the O > potencies which were fructified by the descent

of the Light and brought forth through evolution within the

womb ( O ) 0I tne Great Mother. For cosmically the circle
is the Great Deep of the zodiac in which the solar system is

brought forth, as well as the Great Deep of waters which cov

ered the earth when it was "without form and void," this tiny
globe being but one of the later numerals brought into being

in due season by the "Spirit of God" moving on the face of the

waters of this Space. The Chaldeans called the circle of the

zodiac (Space) Ab soo or the Realm of Divine Knowledge,
because it is the Space within which the cosmic system mani
fests, "that is the dwelling place of all the Intelligent Powers

which invisibly rule the universe."

Our physical Sun, as a vehicle of the Great Light, may be

compared to a candle that was lighted when the Elohim said,

"Let there be Light." Compared to the great Spiritual Zo

diac, the O m which this candle shines is but as a dot within

that Greater Zodiac. It is the nucleus within the egg of its

system, the manifestor of its Light and life; for the sun is

the focus and distributor through which the One Life is

poured and from which all physical Light and life-force pro

ceed. The Sun therefore contains the essence of all its attend

ant planets, each of which, as it unfolds its special nature

and sounds its key-note and manifests its color and number,

expresses one of the cosmic numbers evolved from the mighty

circle of creativeness.

We might compare the Sun to "the Jewel in the Lotus" of
the zodiac, radiating its white Light to each sign. As this

Light reaches the planets they break it up like a prism and each

appropriates and embodies one dominant color-ray. And

while the ray differentiated by each planet is poured out to

all the signs of the zodiac, it is focused in the particular signs

over which its planet rules. It also has greater power in what

ever sign the planet may be transiting, but is more or less

modified by the dominant color of the sign as well as by the
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colors of the other planets that may be in that sign. Thus
each sign catches the positive or negative ray of its ruling
planet and acts as a great reflector which sends forth that

color-ray with all the forces into all the creations brought
forth under that sign, but modified or tinged by the character

istics of the sign through which it passes. The focus into
which all these reflected rays are again gathered up, after
their cycle of differentiation and accomplishment, unites them

again into the one white Light.

Each sign contains 3 "doors" or divisions of 10° each

called decanates, each of which is approached by 10 steps and
ruled over by a different planet. Thus the 30" of each sign

signify 3 steps in evolution, for as each sign is the vehicle of
one of the 12 characteristic forces of the universe, at every
10° a new cycle or aspect of that force is encountered.

For instance, each sign has a planet which rules the sign
as a whole, but it also has as sub-rulers the planets which
rule the signs which form the other two members of the same

triplicity. Thus since Aries governs the head it is called the

sign of the Thinker and is ruled by Mars, with the Sun and

Jupiter, rulers of the second and third fiery signs, as sub-

rulers. Its symbolic animal is the ram, hence those born in

this sign will exhibit the general characteristics of that animal

as well as those of Mars. The first 10° are ruled by Mars
whose clear, bright red blends with the purple of the preced

ing sign (Pisces) producing the dark, angry, purplish red

which is so typical of the most earthly aspect of the animal

nature. The first 10° therefore express the most pushing

and dominating tendencies of the ram which uses its horns

to force its way through the brambles and brush and to fight

to maintain its leadership, just as the same division of thinkers

use their powers (horns) to overcome all physical obstacles

and maintain their leadership in the practical administration

of affairs as executives, warriors, et cetera.

The third decanate is ruled by Jupiter, but here the red

}S darkened by blending with the earth browns of the next
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sign (Taurus), hence this decanate expresses the more muddy
and blindly stubborn aspects of the ram. The natives of this

decanate will always try to dominate and lead, but as their

color is more or less clouded they cannot see clearly and have

not the ability wisely or successfully to lead, hence they are

very unreliable, boldly claiming great powers but often unable

to fulfill their claims.

Only in the middle decanate are the forces of the sign
balanced, hence only here does the pure living stream of the

Divine Life-force express in its clear, radiant red, because

illumined by the white Light of its ruler, the Sun. Therefore
this decanate of Aries represents the pure, gentle and inno

cent aspect of the ram, i.e., the lamb. This represents "the

Lamb that was slain from the foundation of the world" or
from the beginning of the zodiac, or the Divine Life-force of
the Cosmic Christ which, having obtained the victory over the

lower and more animal expressions of life, pours out or sheds

its purified and illumined life-force (blood) that all the world

(the whole zodiac) may be "bathed in the blood of the Lamb"
and thus be purified and redeemed.

Only in the middle decanate of each sign does its pure color
manifest, the first and last decanates being modified or tinted

by the color of the adjoining sign, while the color of every

other planet as it sweeps over a particular sign, or let us say

reflector or facet of the zodiac, casts its color over that of the

sign's dominant color, thus modifying and changing it in infi

nite variety much as various colored lights would be modified

when seen through a faintly tinted glass. Thus the zodiac

becomes a mighty kaleidoscope of colors, changing, flashing

and blending in never ending harmony. If we realize that

every color-ray thus flashed into these mighty reflectors has

its own tone and number, hence its special characteristics, we

can gain some conception of the scientific principles underlying

true astrology, as well as a realization of the meaning of the

expression "the music of the spheres."
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Also each day and night contains 12 hours, each divided
into twice 30 minutes and the minutes into twice 30 seconds.

Astronomically and astrologically there is a lesser and a
greater zodiac. The lesser zodiac, which is usually indicated

when the word is used, is the circular zone or belt of constella

tions in the heavens through which the earth passes in its

annual revolution about the Sun. This lesser zodiac is the

one upon which Western astrologers base their calculations.

Their calculations are based on the fact that the relations

between the planets and the signs express periodically re

curring manifestations of cosmic forces which affect man

kind in characteristic ways. But, since the lesser is but a

more or less limited reflection of the greater, calculations

based upon it can only be general and approximate, as illus
trated by the many mistaken specific prophecies made by

astrologers concerning the recent world war. They will also

outline the character of the forces definitely influencing only
those who have not evolved beyond the plane of the lesser

zodiac and begun to "rule their stars." For the signs exert
their influences most markedly upon the outer personality

of those born in each, while the planets exert their forces

most strongly upon the Inner Man or Higher Self. This is

why the horoscopes of the spiritually advanced so frequently
fail to give a satisfactory delineation of their character, i.e.,

the chief causative influences in their lives act not upon the

personality but upon the Soul and come not from the lesser

but from the greater zodiac.

The earth requires approximately 1 month to pass through
each of the 12 divisions or signs of the lesser zodiac, hence we

have 12 months in the circle or cycle of the year.

The greater zodiac is the greater belt in the heavens through
which the Sun and its whole system of planets passes in the

cycle of the solar year or Magnum Annus. Since the Sun
completes an arc of approximately 50" of its vast orbit each

year, if we divide the O of 360° bv 50 we obtain roughly the

figures 25,920 as the number of years in one Magnum Annus
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or solar cycle. Many modern astronomers and astrologers do
not recognize this greater zodiac, but consider the cycle to be

determined merely by the precession of the equinoxes due to
the movement of the pole of the equator around the pole of
the ecliptic, but the teaching herein given is corroborated by
the ancient esoteric wisdom once known and taught by the
ancient Chaldeans and Egyptians

Instead of passing through each sign of the greater zodiac
in 1 month, as does the earth in the lesser zodiac, the Sun and
its system of planets requires a twelfth part of 25,920 or
approximately 2,160 years to traverse each sign. This period
is called a Day or an Age. Thus we have had the Taurian
Age when the vernal equinox of the Sun appeared in the sign
Taurus, at the close of which occurred the exodus of the

Hebrews from Egypt and during which the Bull or calf was

the object of worship and was represented with the golden disk
which the Ram was worshipped as the symbol of the Sun-god ;

of the Sun between its horns ( % ) ; the Arian Age, during
the Piscean Age, whose symbol of the Fish was the emblem

of its Great Teacher Jesus, the disciples of whom were all

represented as fishermen and called "fishers of men." And
our solar system has recently entered the new Aquarian Age
or "the Sign of the Son of Man in heaven" referred to in the

New Testament as the time of the New Dispensation or Age.

In each of these great Ages the solar system enters new

fields in space and encounters new conditions and new streams

of force. Therefore each Age brings to the planets a new

spiritual and mental, as well as physical, dispensation. Hence

the long predicted and almost universal belief among all peo

ples of a new manifestation of Divinity at the beginning of
this new Aquarian Age, in the person of a Divine Teacher or

* "It (the sun) is, moreover, a satellite, answering to a gravitational pull from
a greater focal center in the confines of space. The solar system has an orbit,
and, from the viewpoint of Plato, the Sun takes 25,920 years to complete its
revolution It is suggested that the proper motion of the Sun in space is
the true cause of the phenomena known as precession I see nothing
against it, although I am aware it is not the argument used by modern astrono
mers."—Kabala of Numbm, Sepharial, 164.
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Avatar who descends into physical manifestation from the

higher realms to become the World Teacher for the Aquarian

Age.5

"Hesiod's explanation that the astronomical Phoenix repre

sented the great circle of the stars tells us for the first time that

the S. Phinx is the Sign of the Phinia This Sun

Phoenix named the great Sun cycle of 25,920 years, and in

America the Maya priests who claimed to have kept all times

from the beginning, also named their Ages by their word for
'Suns' and said we were now well on in the world's third Sun
or Age Our ROCK god is named in the Egyptian
and Irish way by Bee-Hives. He wears Twelve Balls or

B E A Ds (Anglican for 'priests'). These named the Twelve

assistants of deity in all ages. John gives the names of these

twelve precious stones as representing the twelve Apostles." 8

Thus number 12 stands for and expresses the entire scheme

of manifested creation. The Sun and Moon, the earth and all
the stars of heaven, with the Rulers thereof, each has its ap

pointed place and definite work to do in bringing into physical
manifestation and completing the Grand Plan, that through it
the Great Law (the Lord God) of Divine Love and Wisdom
may bring forth and perfect Man made in the image of God.

For "He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them by
their names. Great is our Lord (Law), and of great power:
his understanding is infinite." 7

As the Teacher of the O. C. M. has said: "Just as in the

trading period of a man's life or of a single day there are

twelve hours, and over these hours there plays the seven-fold

manifestations of our life, each emanation in turn bringing its

influence into the day, the moment and the second to the in
finitesimal point within the second, so it is with this Great Law
manifesting in larger and ever wider circles of manifestation.
This is so familiar that we hear often of the great Clock of

8 See The Voice of Isis, Curtisa. Chapt. X. "The Doctrine of Avatara"; also
lesson The Mighty Angel.

• Jarvis Letters, Chapter VI.
7 Psalms, 147, 4.
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the Ages with its twelve hours and its seven powers. This
great sidereal clock is often called the zodiac, and each of
the signs of the zodiac is but an hour in this great day-period.

"Like the days in the week and the hours of the day, you
will find upon close analysis that the influences of these zodi
acal signs, or, to speak more correctly, the influences of these
Angelic Rulers of the hours of the heavens, manifest just
as distinctively and as perfectly through the periods of the
day as in the greater periods of the year. Moreover, every
one of the so-called planets, or more correctly speaking their
Angelic Rulers, rule over and emphasize those periods of the
day and bring upon the Soul the varying experiences, joys,
temptations and testings which a careful study of the greater
map of the heavens will elucidate and make clear. . . . From
the beginnings of time this great Clock of the Heavens has
marked off its hours, and the Planetary Rulers, the Regents
of the Stars, have passed in grand procession with the torch
of their inimitable illumination through the pathways marked
out. That which is true of the little things of life is equally
true of the Cosmos and we find that through the different
Races of mankind these same planetary configurations have
ruled, hence we find that each of the seven Great Races of
mankind has been the direct outpouring of one of the great
planetary expressions. Now that we understand it

,

let us
consider the Races of mankind, each Race being the expres
sion of one of the cosmic emanations called the Planetary Hier
archies, altho in each Race all the Hierarchies must manifest.
And in each Race the hours, symbolized by the zodiacal

signs, are passed through largely as a Race. When its hour

strikes, or when its day is done, that Race sinks into oblivion

and that portion of the globe upon which it manifested is

either changed and prepared for the new day or it is swept

away, according to the hour or the great day or the period

or the cycle.

"Today we are reaching a time when this great Clock of

the Heavens is pointing to a most important era. The Third
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Race of mankind was in reality the first physical race. I
speak now of the ancient Lemurians. When its final hour
of dissolution struck, the whole continent of Lemuria sunk

beneath the waves and with it the Race disappeared. But as

the racial hours passed by, certain conditions we will say or a

certain embryonic larva, was deposited in the soul of humanity
—in the thought world, in the psychic realms, et cetera—which
was to be developed and built into the subsequent Races.

"We are now entering the sixth sub-race of the Fifth Great
Race. This is the most important of all the sub-races of the

Fifth, inasmuch as we are now planting the seed of and prepar

ing for the Sixth Great Race. Very little thought will convince

one that between this Third Race, which was the first race to

materialize or to emerge from the mere astral bodies into the

denser material bodies, and the Sixth Race —which is the

'third hour' after it completed the triune manifestation—there

must be a very important relation. In other words, on the

Spiral of Evolution the Sixth Race stands directly over the

Third Race. It completes the triangle. It is the other diagonal
side; the lower, more dense, physical, horizontal line of the

triangle being represented by the Fourth Race and the Fifth.
Therefore it is quite reasonable to suppose that as the hour
of the Sixth Great Race is marked out in the heavens there

should gradually come about changes quite as marked as were

the changes from the more ethereal bodies into dense physical

bodies, but these changes will be in the reverse order. In
other words, the more dense physical bodies will gradually

merge into more ethereal bodies, bodies in touch with the

higher ruling spiritual emanations of the Godhead, and a

continent will also emerge from the Great Deep prepared for
a Race such as we have described."

As we have said elsewhere, "The 12 thrones mentioned in

Revelation are the seats of the rulers of the twelve signs of

the zodiac from which the Disciples or those who have fol

lowed the Christ and have sounded His key-note and have

come into harmony with the divine Spiritual Sun, shall rule
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the twelve tribes of Israel or the chosen people. Israel does

not mean that the Jewish tribes were the chosen people of the

Lord. It is a symbol of all those who are able to follow their
Divine Guidance, following the divine law symbolized by
Moses, the Law-giver. Hence it refers to any people who
have recognized the Law and are willing to conform their

lives to it."
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CHAPTER VI.

The Number i2. The Twelve Tribes.

"The Old Testament is full of allusions to the
twelve zodiacal signs, and the whole scheme is built
upon it—heroes, personages, and events. Thus in
the dream of Joseph, who saw eleven Stars' bowing
down to the twelfth, which was his 'Star,' the Zodiac
is referred to."—The Secret Doctrine, Blavatsky, I,
712.

"And he put down
_ the idolatrous priests ....

them also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun,
and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the
hosts of heaven." 1—II Kings, xxiii, 5.

The zodiac is probably the oldest and most sacred philo
sophic conception of the manifestation of the Divine within
His creations of which we have any record. And with good
reason, for its use far antedates the Greeks and Egyptians,
having come down to us through them from the ancient At-
lanteans. For instance, "Whether the origin of the Zodiac
is Aryan or Egyptian, it is still of immense antiquity. . . .

Unless the Science of the Zodiac is admitted to be of the

highest antiquity and universality, how can we account for
its Signs being traced in its oldest Theogonies? . . . Says
Iamblichus: 'The Assyrians have not only preserved the

memorials of seven and twenty myriads of years (270,000

years), as Hipparchus says they have, but likewise of whole

apocatastases and periods of the Seven Rulers of the world.' "*

Some of these records, dating back as far as 48,000 years be

fore the Greek era, have been discovered in recent years

and the configurations of the planets given therein have been

calculated and confirmed as correct by our modern astron

omers. In fact, the Great Pyramid at Ghizeh was constructed

1 This worship was condemned because it had already degenerated into a ma
terialized worship of the physical planets and stars, instead of the one God mani
festing through all.

2 The Secret Doctrine, Blavatsky, I, 714-5. See also, Key to the Universe,
Curtiss, 20.

41
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on such marvelously accurate astronomical calculations that

the main passage leading down to the King's Chamber was

placed at such an angle that the rays from the pole star of
that age shone straight down the passage to rest upon the

sarcophagus in the center of the chamber. Nothing could
more plainly indicate that the ancient Egyptians possessed
a knowledge of the zodiac and planetary influences in many

respects more wonderful than that of the present day, altho
apparently they were without astronomical instruments.

The fundamental idea of number 12 relating to the Mani
festation of the Trinity within a cycle of expression (man-
vantara) is clearly shown by the fact that in all religions,
whose chief allegory is a symbolic portrayal of the Cycle of the

Sun—physically and also spiritually —we find the Founder

having 12 great labors, 12 sons or surrounding himself with
12 disciples. Thus, not only are there the 12 sons of Jacob
who founded the 12 tribes of, Israel, but there are 12 princes

of Ishmael;8 the 12 Olympian deities; the 12 labors of Her
cules; the 12 gods Consents; the 12 governors of the

Manichean System; the 12 disciples of Jesus; the 12 apostles

of Osiris; the 12 knights of King Arthur and the Round

Table (zodiac); the 12 brothers Arvaus; the 12 Altars of
St. James; the 12 shields of ,Mars; the 12 asses of the Scan

dinavians; the 12 sacred cushions (seats or signs) on which

the Deity sits in the cosmogony of the Japanese.

There were 12 dimensions to King Solomon's temple, "And
Solomon (the sun) had twelve officers (signs) over all Israel,

which provided victuals for the king and his household : each

man his month in a year made provision."4 Also the 12

precious stones in the breastplate5 of the Hebrew High Priest

"were according to the names of the children of Israel, like

> Ncbajoth, Kedar. Adbecl, Mibran, Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadar, Tewa,
Jetur, Naphish, and Kedcmah.

* I Kings, IV, 7.
5 This breastplate consists of 4 rows each containing 3 jewels, thus agreeing

with the 4. triplicities of the zodiac. These are engraved with the names of the
tribes and signs as follows: Judah, sardonyx; Isaachar, topaz; Zebulon, emerald;
Ruben, carbuncle; Simeon, sapphire; Gad, jasper; Ephraim, ligure; Manasseh,
aeatc: Benjamin, amethyst; Dan, chrysolite; Asher, onyx; Napthali, beryl.
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the engravings of a signet," 8 i.e., the engraved symbol of the

zodiacal sign. They were also carved "upon the 12 wings
of the two cherubim above the mercy seat in the tabernacle,

and also on the Chair of Peter in the Vatican."7

In the Brahmanical zodiac the signs are all presided over

and dedicated to one of the 12 Great Gods, i.e., Aries to

Vishnu, Taurus to Yama, Gemini to Pavana, Cancer to Surya,
Leo to Soma, Virgo to Kartikeid, Libra to Kouvem, Scorpio
to Kama, Sagittarius to Ganesa, Capricorn to Poulhor, Aqua
rius to Indra, and Pisces to Agni. "These 12 reappear in

the Hindu tales, sometimes in dark, sometimes in lustrous
forms, as the 12 hours of the day or night, or the 12 moons of
the lunar year."8

In the Hebrew allegory we find the Trinity of Abraham,

Isaac and Jacob expressed and "peopling the whole earth"
or the circle, through the 12 sons of Jacob. This allegory

correctly indicates the divine origin of all the Races of man

kind and obviously does not refer to the historical origin
of the Hebrew nation, for, as is well known, there were

many nations with far higher civilizations than the Hebrews

long before, as well as at the time of, the beginnings of that
nation. Hence even subsequent mankind did not all spring
from the Hebrew tribes, as was commonly taught before
the days of accurate historical research. The allegory was
intended to show that from the beginning there have always
been 12 types of cosmic influence manifesting in humanity,
each type expressing one of the 12 aspects of the Spiritual
Sun reflected in and through the zodiac It also symbolizes

that humanity has evolved through its various cycles of un-
foldment by assimilating these zodiacal influences —the cos

mic life-force, the symbolic "blood of our father Jacob" or
the mystic blood of the Christ — through and because of which
the whole universe must ultimately be redeemed and obtain
oneness with its Divine Source.

« Exodus, XXXIX. 14. T Isis Unveiled, Blavatsky, ii, 25.

* Mythology of the Aryan Nations, Cox, 98.
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As one writer expresses it: "In this allegory is given a

minute description of the twelve signs of the Zodiac and

the divisional houses of the horoscope, the astrological im
port of which becomes evident in the etymology of the central

character. ... In other words, ab, first or father, and ram,
elevation. Aries the ram is the first division in this Zodiac of
twelve signs or tribes, representing the eastern elevation.

Hence, according to the Bible, Abram came from the East.
. . . Mystically this takes us back to the point, the be

ginning of manifestation, or the projection of the Christ-
Spirit and its twelve differentiations or subsisting intelligences,

upon the plane of physical existence. . . . Now the word
Father, as qualifying the dignity of Abraham, has reference
to the sidereal godhead as applied to Saturn . . . 'Our Father
which art in heaven' was a direct prayer to this paternal prin
ciple, and for this reason Christ (Sun) is expressly denom

inated as a Son of Abraham or Son of the Father, because

the Sun is the center of a system about which Saturn de

scribes an encompassing circle."9

These zodiacal forces, however, must not be regarded as

having, the compelling power of fate, but as powers furnished

man for use in his great pilgrimage through the lower worlds
toward his Father's house, the perfect mastery of each influ

ence constituting one of his 12 great labors, as will be shown

in detail in subsequent chapters. The same meaning is indi
cated when Elijah cast his mantle upon Elisha whom he saw

ploughing with 12 yoke of oxen. 10 This symbolized that

Elisha had mastered, had harnessed and was using all the

powers of the zodiac to do his ploughing or to accomplish

his mission on earth, showing that he was then ready to

receive the mantle of power for the new cycle which fol
lowed the old cycle closed by the passing of Elijah.

As we have said elsewhere :
u "We are told that 'Moses was

« The Sun Book, Hazelrigg, 14-15.
10 / Kings, XIX, 19.
11 See Lesson Crossing Jordan, Curtiss.
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an hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was

not dim, nor his natural force abated.' The figures 120 show

plainly that ere we bury our Law Giver he must have taught

us the wisdom of a completed expression of the Divine Law
as symbolized by a complete multiple of 12, 10x12=120.
When the followers of the Law have reached the point in
their development where they can be taught directly through
intuition (tuition from within) and inspiration, they have

reached the symbolic Jordan, but to cross this mysterious
river they must have a new leader. For even though Moses
was divinely appointed for his work, when that work was

accomplished another divinely appointed one is ready to take

us the next step onward. 'When the pupil is ready the

Teacher appears.' "...
"Twelve men were selected by Joshua, one from each tribe,

each to take a stone out of the bed of Jordan with which to

erect a memorial. This refers to the complete consecration

of all our faculties (tribes) with which we must find and

take out of the bed of Jordan, oufl of the very spot where the

Ark! rested, the twelve stones for our memorial."

"The gathering of these twelve stones while consisting of
spiritual experiences will nevertheless make its mark in the

foundation of our character. They will not consist of great
physical or psychic events which all our friends and neighbors
can see and appreciate, for we pass over Jordan in spiritual
consciousness. Hence it is useless to try to tell anyone of it
who has not had a similar experience, and much talking of it
wastes its force. The only way we can truly testify to having

passed over is by the presence of the stones of truth we have

brought with us from the midst of the river and used to build a

cairn or a sacred testimonial in our character which shall be

so solid and firm and fundamental that it is like the ever

lasting rocks on which the earth's crust is laid. For no
matter how much philosophy we have grasped; no matter

if we have sat at the feet of a Master; and been taught from

his lips; no matter if our psychic faculties are developed
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and we can speak with the tongues of men and angels, unless
our lives show evidence of a greater poise, common sense,
patience and a consideration for others, and unless we have
that 'charity,' or that love which is more than love as it is
generally understood, we have not gathered oun twelve stones
from Jordan and built our memorial."

"It is in the little every-day affairs that we must prove that
our house is built upon the rock. Long before the winds blow
and the rain descends and the floods beat upon our house we
will know and most of our acquaintances will know if we have
not built upon our twelve stones; for at every little disturb
ance we go to pieces or grow discouraged ; cannot bear dis
approval ; must be flattered and admired ; in short, demand and

suffer, acutely if we do not receive great consideration from
others. But having gathered our twelve stones and built our
memorial upon them we are ready to give all the glory of the

achievement to the Lord whose power enabled us to cross over
dry shod. Then when our children or our friends ask, What
mean these stones? we can answer that they are testimonials

that we have passed over Jordan dry shod, for the Lord dried

up the waters from before us 'That all the people of the

earth may know that the hand of the Lord is mighty.' "

"That the 12 sons of Jacob refer to the cycle of the Sun

passing through the 12 signs of the zodiac is evidenced by

the fact that the banners carried by the tribes bore the sym

bols of their respective zodiacal signs; and is further evi

denced by the forecast of 'that which shall befall you in the

last days' given by the dying Jacob to his sons, 12 each forecast

being a description of the characteristics of the sign indicated.

To emphasize this point, and even at the risk of some repeti

tion, we quote from what we have said elsewhere on this

subject.18

"As Israel —meaning soldier, champion or Power of God—

Jacob summons to his death-bed his 12 sons who are to suc

12 Genesis, XLIX, 1.
1* See lesson, The Sign Aquarius, Curtiss, 2.



The Twelve Tribes 47

ceed him. He blesses them and prophetically assigns to each

his place and work in the age then dawning. Symbolically
the 12 sons of Jacob, the 12 disciples of Jesus and the 12

months in the cycle of the year refer to the 12 signs of the

zodiac which rule the several months, sons and disciples. At
the beginning of each Age these 12 sons become the sons of
'the man who has prevailed' and are blessed by him and are
sent forth. Jesus also called His 12 together and blessed them

and gave to each his work. When we attain this point in our
individual ongoing we are no longer ruled by the signs, but
call or gather their forces together, for now we are able to
bless and direct and guide them toward the fulfillment of the

Divine Plan."
"The 12 tribes of Israel are therefore the 12 aspects of

the 'Power of God' which are sent forth to accomplish their
ultimate work in evolution in each Age; the Power which

draws upward all things that are down and assists all things
that are in the heavens to descend into manifestation on

earth in glory. The physical manifestation and embodiment

of this Power is the physical Sun, but its human embodiment

is the awakened Soul who can grasp the end from the be

ginning and work with that end jin view."
"The New Age will have 12 leaders and 12 seats, all in

their true place around the Sun. Only when each of the 12

has lifted up its banner and has reflected the rays of Divine
Truth so brightly that at least a number who belong under that

banner will gather together and learn from the leader of their
tribe the golden precepts of understanding of the great Ladder

of Life (evolution) ; only when each has taken the very stones

in his path, i.e., the hard hearts, the misunderstandings and

cruelties of life, and out of them has begun to build a cairn of
sacred memory consecrated to the God of Gods—the mystic

meaning of the 12 stones of the Druid sacred circle—so that

the 12 cairns shall all be represented in the circle; only as

each learns that co-operation and brotherhood means each Soul

worshiping with his whole heart and giving of his life and sub
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stance in his own place and under his own banner, all singing
together a paean of praise and adoration to the one Central
Sun, only then can the Great Teacher descend into objective
manifestation among men."

"Today,14 each of the 12 tribes has heard the command

of the Great Law: Go forth and gather out of thy tribe the

Children of the Lord (those who have fulfilled the Law)
who have not bowed the knee to Baal and who have not re

ceived the mark of the Beast in their foreheads nor in their

hands 1 Not only are all the nations of the world standing

today before the judgment seat of the ages, but each nation,

nay, each individual, must consciously or unconsciously re

spond to the force that is today drawing them to the center

of all Being—the center of the circle—and in that drawing
each is passing through a mighty testing. The seal placed

by the angel on the foreheads of the chosen ones is the light
of understanding which shines in the eyes of every one who

has found his or her true place and tribe."1

"The New Jerusalem which St. John saw when he was led

to the mountain by the angel (the mountain symbolizes a

higher condition of consciousness, a wider view), had the

shape of a cube with 12 gates and at the gates 12 angels and

the names written on the gates were the names of the 12 tribes

of Israel. On the East, the North, the South and the West
were three gates. The wall of the city had 12 foundations, 12

gates garnished with 12 precious stones, representing the 12

Patriarchs (sons of Jacob) etc."t

M Written in 1917.
t "Astrology. Its Teachings and Ethics," C. Aq. Libra, 238. We recommend this

as one of the best works on astrology in a single volume.



CHAPTER VII.

The Number iz. The Twelve Disciples.

"That ye may eat and drink at my table in my
kingdom, and sit on twelve thrones judging the
twelve tribes of Israel."—St. Luke, XXII, 30.

"All systems of religious mysticism are based on
numerals." —Isis Unveiled, Blavatsky, II, 407.

All great religions are fundamentally allegorical expressions

of the universal Sun Myth. That is
,

they are composed of
allegories and parables which reveal the nature and activities
of the Spiritual Sun in the spiritual life and unfoldment of
man. And "as above, so below" these activities and stages

of unfoldment correspond to the activities of the physical
Sun in nature during the cycle of the 12 months. All peoples,

therefore, may be considered as either unconscious or con

scious Sun or fire (a derivative of the sun) worshipers, usually
the Spiritual Sun but sometimes the physical Sun.

This is evidenced by the constant connection of the Founder

of the religion with the Sun, light and fire ; for as the physical
Sun lights, warms and vitalizes all nature, so the Spiritual
Sun illumines the mind, warms the heart and quickens the

spiritual growth of those who assimilate and respond to its

rays. To emphasize this point we quote the following from

among the many references with which the Christian Scrip
tures are filled. "And Mount Sinai was altogether on a

smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in fire." (Exodus,
XIX, 18.) "And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him

in a flame o
f

fire." (Exodus, III, 2.) "And the fire o
f the

Lord burnt among them and consumed them." (Numbers,

XI.) "And the Lord spake unto you out of the midst of the

fire: . . . For the Lord thy God is a consuming fire." (Deut.,
IV, 12-24.) "In him was life; and the life was the light of
men." (John, I, 4.) "I am the light of the world: he

49
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that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have

the light of life." (John, VIII, 12.) "This then is the message

which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God
is light." (I John, I, 5.) "And his face did shine as the sun,

and his raiment was white as the light." (Matthew, XVII,
2.) "At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven,

above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me."

(Acts, XXVII, 13.) "And the city had no need of the sun,

neither of the moon to shine in it: for the glory of God did

lighten it
,

and the Lord is the light thereof." (Rev., XXI, 23.)
With such overwhelming evidence at hand no argument is

necessary.

Great prominence is also given to the zodiac and the prin
ciples deduced therefrom. For instance, at the time of Job's
initiation he was asked by the Great Initiator: "Canst thou

bind the sweet influences of the Pleiades, or loose the bands

of Orion? Canst thou bring forth the Mazzaroth (the 12

signs of the zodiac) in his season? or canst thou guide Arc-
turus with his sons ? Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven?"

(Job, XXXVIII 31-33.) The definite identification of the

sons of Jacob, with the 12 signs of the zodiac by their father

has already been mentioned.1

In the New Testament the triune manifestation of the Spirit
ual Sun in its zodiac is represented by the Father, Son and

Holy Ghost focused in- the Sun of Righteousness in the midst

of his 12 disciples.2 That these 12 were directly related to

the 12 signs of the zodiac is sufficiently shown by their con

nection with the 12 tribes and the 12 thrones. "And Jesus
said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have

followed me (i.e., the sun's representative) . . . shall sit upon

12 thrones, judging the 12 tribes of Israel." (Matthew, XIX,
28.) "That we may eat and drink at my table (the O of
the zodiac) in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the

1 Page 46.

2 Peter; the twins James and John, sons of Zebedee; Phillip: Bartholomew;
Thomas; Matthew, also called Levi; James, son of Alpheus; Thaddeus; Simon
the Cananite; Andrew, and Judas Iscariot.
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12 tribes of Israel." (Luke, XXII, 30.) That the 12 disciples

are to be regarded in the same light as the groups of 12 men

tioned in the allegories of other religions and Sun myths, is
now generally admitted by the foremost Biblical scholars.

As expressed by one authority : "On the face of all the gos

pels alike, the choosing of the Twelve Apostles is an unhis-
torical narrative; and in the documents from which all scien

tific study of Christian origins must proceed —the Epistles of
Paul—there is no evidence of the existence of such a body.

In only one sentence is it mentioned, and that is demonstrably

part of a late interpolation, whatever view we may take of
the original authenticity of the Epistles. . . Paul then knew

nothing of a 'twelve.' " 8

"Reference may be made, however, to the twelve zodiacal

signs as representatives of the Twelve Apostles of which King
Arthur and the Round Table is but another version—as merely
a figurative method of typifying the Twelve as a fundamental
law of psychic geometry. Hereby is sought to establish the

truth that every Circle of Being includes twelve particular
points of spiritual radiation or magnetic departures, whereby

a change in the involutionary outbreathing becomes a vibratory
foil to its polar opposite or evolutionary inbreathing. As an

illustration, observe the annual solar polarities: the Sun,

though cognate in function with Universal Center, perforce
contacts twelve distinct points of coalescence with the cosmic

energies in order to complete and individualize the incidents

essential to the successive chapters in its revolution. And as

Hercules performed his Twelve Labors, so must the steps

of initiation include the duodenary." 4

Being the representative of the Spiritual Sun, the Light
Bearer of every age naturally drew around himself 12 repre

sentatives through whom his Light could shine forth or be

expressed in 12 phases to the peoples to whom He came, just
as the Sun is reflected in its 12 disciples or signs of the zodiac.

' Christianity and Mythology, Robertson, 341-2.
* The Sun Book, Hazelrigg, 119.
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Therefore, no matter what
I scholarship and scientific research

may determine as to the historic actuality of the 12 disciples
of Jesus, the symbol is forever true, both cosmicly and in the

individual life of every Soul who is striving to manifest the

universal Christ-light within the circle of his aura and en

vironment.
In the Pistis Sophia we are told of a mystic transfiguration

of Jesus: "It came to pass, therefore, in the 12th year, that
the disciples were assembled with the Master on the Mount
of Olives . . . when, at sunrise, they beheld a great light-
stream pouring over Him . . . and in it the Master soared to

heaven. . . On the 9th hour of the morrow they saw Jesus
descending in infinite light. . . He may speak to human kind
and reveal all mysteries, but first of all to the Twelve. For
the Twelve are His order, whom He hath chosen from the

beginning. . . He chose 12 powers, receiving them from the

hands of the 12 Saviors of the Light-treasure . . . that

through them the whole world might be saved. . . For from

the 12 'tribes' He chose 12 disciples, and through them He
spoke to every 'tribe.' " B

Even though the 12 Apostles of the Patriarch was a well-
known Jewish institution long before and long after the days

of Jesus, we are not therefore to conclude that the 12 disciples

are a mythical continuation of that ancient Jewish custom.

For the fundamental symbology of number 12—as we have

shown in the previous chapters —compels us to seek for a

far deeper reason. And it is only by regarding Jesus as an

other manifestation or incarnation of the Spiritual Sun—the

Dot within the circle of a new cycle—that the great dis

crepancies and contradictions in the gospel narratives can

be reconciled and the problem solved.

The 12 was a symbol necessarily used by every Light Bearer,

not to copy some older expression of cosmic truth but to

illustrate the 12 aspects of the cycle through which both the

5 Fragments of a Faith Forgotten, Mead, 459-61, 202.
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physical Sun manifests in nature and the Spiritual Sun mani

fests in humanity; also to indicate the 12 mighty zodiacal
Hierarchies or Rays of Understanding, the 12 mighty expres
sions of cosmic Truth; 12 avenues through which the Sun of
Righteousness—the incarnate Word—can shine forth to illum
inate the hearts and minds of all classes and conditions of
humanity. They also represent the 12 Gates to the New
Jerusalem, that inner Temple of Truth in which each type of
humanity (disciple) can receive the illumination of the inner
mysteries face to face and heart to heart through his own
special avenue of thought and teaching ; that inner shrine where

the one Light reveals those inner truths which cannot be given
directly to the uncomprehending multitude, but which are the

basis of the outer shining forth of every true disciple of the

Christ
The zodiac also represents the Last Supper or the round

table on which the Bread of Life is placed, the food which
sustains the universe; while the life-force (blood) of the

Sun, which vitalizes all the signs, is the Wine of Life or
the mystical blood of the Cosmic Christ of which all must

partake.6 While all partake of this mystic bread and wine

around the Sun's table, only those who are truly disciples
and who recognize their Lord of Light, can consciously par

take "in remembrance of Him" with a full understanding of
what is taking place. These have no fear of the betrayer's

kiss or of any so-called malign planetary influences.

Jesus fed the multitude with 5 loaves and 2 small fishes,7

and of the fragments remaining they gathered up 12 baskets

full. In other words, the Light Bearer brings to mankind

the forces of the 5 exoteric planets and the 2 esoteric planets

hidden behind the Sun and Moon, and these must be recog

nized and assimilated ere he can fill his baskets with the forces

of those planets expressed through the 12 signs. From an

*St. John, VI, S3.
* Tradition tells us that Jesus was one of a family of 5 boys and 2 girls. See

St. Matthew, xiii, 55-6.
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other standpoint man must be fed by all the forces cognized

by his 5 senses on all planes, supplemented by the 2 small —
because hidden and undeveloped —senses ere he can receive

the return of a basket full from each of the 12 signs.

The age of the boy Jesus when found by his mother in the

temple expounding the law to the elders also has reference

to the relation of the evolution of the Soul to the forces of
the zodiac. That this incident is but another step in the

manifestation of the Spiritual Sun is evidenced by correspond

ing accounts found elsewhere. "Strauss points out the extra-

Scriptural stories of Moses leaving his father's house at twelve

to play the part of an inspired teacher, and of Samuel begin

ning to prophesy at that age. . . In Strabo's account of Judea,

after the recital of the Greek version of the Moses myth . . .

the parents went to Delphi, 'anxious to learn whether the child

which had been exposed [as was the infant Moses] was still

living,' while the child itself 'had gone to the temple of Apollo.'

. . . The detail of the Christ-child prophesying in the temple,

however, compares further with . . . the fact that in one part

of the Egyptian ritual Isis figured as wailing for the loss of
her child, the boy Horus,"8 who was afterward found in
the Temple of the Sun teaching the priests.

For according to the Sun Myth at the age of 12 the incar

nated Sun God or Savior has passed around and completed

the circle of the zodiac and altho but a child has attained the

Light of Wisdom which enables him to consort with the

Masters in the temple, for he has demonstrated his ability

to rule all 12 influences of the zodiac.

Another significance of the Light Bearer prophesying and

teaching at the age of 12 is that when the Soul—the individual

ized Sun-god of its cycle—has really correlated with the in

fluences exerted through the 12 signs, he is mystically 12 years

old; that is, at the age of 12 the Soul has fully incarnated.

In Oriental countries a boy has reached his majority at 12

8 Christianity and Mythology, Robertson, Mont.
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and is initiated into his caste, religion or tribe, according to
the practice in the various countries. Among the Western
nations, however, who follow the outer and physical mani

festations of the Law, the age of majority is 21 ; *. e., 12 is
reflected as 21, just as many other esoteric truths are reversed

and misunderstood in the West.
When the evolving child has reached this period, the Soul

(the 1 or 10) has taken possession of the body (2) and made a

new number 12. The child must therefore take upon itself
new duties and responsibilities or be about its Father's busi
ness. The Soul must now take its place in the Temple of
the personality as a Light Bearer, for it has now reached a

point where it has realized the character of the lessons and

recognized the forces of each of the 12 signs and has begun

consciously to control and utilize and impress them upon
the personality. Previous to this stage of 12, man's entire
attention is taken up with his personal and selfish aims, but
after that he must begin to be about his Father's business;

*. e., must learn to work unselfishly and for the good of all
the Father's children.

During its many incarnations the Soul naturally must in
carnate at different times under each of the 12 signs that it

may come under the influences and learn the lessons of each.

Incarnation does not necessarily take place in each sign in

orderly succession from Aries to Pisces, but varies according
to the varying needs of the incarnating Soul. The Soul does

not reach its spiritual majority when it has merely incarnated
once in each sign, but when it has really grasped the lessons

and correlated with the forces of each sign. It may require
hundreds of incarnations in each sign before its lessons are

truly grasped and the Soul is given a glimpse of its spiritual

destiny or its Father's business; namely, manifesting in the

personality or microcosm all the perfection, powers and works
which the Father manifests in the macrocosm. And even

then the Soul is only a child in spiritual development and

just beginning the task of the spiritual man; i.e., not only




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































