YEAR BOOK
of the

AMERICAN ACADEMY
of
ASTROLOGIANS

OFFICERS:
JOHN HAZELRIGG . . . . President
DELMAR DE FOREST BRYANT . Vice President
GEORGE J. McCCORMACK . . . Sexeary
FLORENCE A. BARNETT . . . Treasurer

HERMETIC PUBLISHING COMPANY
NEW YORK



HARVARD
UNIVERSITY

LIBRARY

'

SOy

Copyright, 1917
BY
AM. ACADEMY OF ASTROLOGIANS

PRESS OF
BRAUNWORTH & CO.
BOOK MANUFACTURERS
BROOKLYN, N. Y.



m———" L2

@ertificate Fellowship

of honorary Selection, and Acceptance of the
proffered Station,

ﬁmﬂ brerome an Academician in the confraternity
r@eﬁgi of Thirty that constitutes the

@@hiﬂ is tn rrrﬁfy. That, through due Process

American  Arademy of Astrologians

nnfnrmahlg with the Spirit of Truth embodied
4 in the Principles and Purposes of the Organi-

~ zation, and the high Degree of Merit that
bespeaks the true Astro-Philosopher.

In_Witness Whereof, we chis /4% day
of January, 195 affix our Signatures as
Executive Officers, and append the seal of said

Academy,
B \
g prosiden

WS
¢ ﬁ;)%’&mzz%j Secretary.

Reduced Facsimile




Foreword
By THE PRESIDENT

ITH this first issue of the YEAR Book an explan-
atory word as to the genesis and enucleation of
the AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ASTROLOGIANS will
doubtless be of interest to those whose searchings

for more Light have led them beyond the sublunar pales into

the star-fields.

Primarily, the idea suggested itself by reason of certain
unwholesome conditions only too palpable to the rank and
file of all interested in the higher meanings of Astrology—
conditions that, despite occasional sincere effort towards
achievement, could lead only to confused and negligible end-
ings. Perhaps more apparent than all else had been the diffi-
culty of maintaining at any time or anywhere even a faint
semblance to a truly working organization, simply because
of the limited number of minds possessed of the requisite
temperamental adaptability to be found in any one community.
The introduction of non-serviceable material into the various
bodies merely as make-shifts to remedy this paucity could
prove none otherwise than futile and inept, as verified in the
repeated failures to accomplish aught approaching a philo-
sophical or dignified promulgation of astral doctrine. Alterna-
tives so incongruous and impracticable could scarcely have
been resorted to by any known class of students other than
the one with the amiable habit of justifying every eccentricity
by recourse to the convenient Uranian standard!
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These and other deterrent facts were given careful cogita-
tion, with various corrective and emendatory schemes duly
considered, till finally what seemed to be salient features of
a real solution suggested themselves. These were submitted
to the judgment of other minds similarly actuated with the
one supreme desire to impart a more elevating and utilitarian
spirit to the Cause. And thus brought through the leavening
process these ideas fructified in the present undertaking,
which presents not only a unique, but, we believe, a thoroughly
feasible plan to administer more adequately to the demands
of a science which, though hoary with age, has been so per-
sistently denied its rightful place in the scholastic councils.

And so the project, once decided upon, was quietly brought
to a practical issue by a Council of Four in New York on
January 14, 1916 (time of assembly, 7.15 p.m.), being com-
memorated in Capricorn agreeably with the alchemic require-
ments in the expression of a cyclic law; and that the inaugural
work might be facilitated, and as a tentative official body,
these four assumed said functions for the first year’s ten-
ancy, or for such time as shall elapse till the date of annual
election is properly assigned.

It was further resolved, in accordance with a Hermetic
and kabalistic plan, and because of its mystical character and
aims, to restrict the membership to Thirty. It is the perfect
number (10) tripled in a ratio of fruitfulness (3), and
equates with Arcane IIL. of the Planetary Circles, signjfied
by “Isis-Urania,” the generative principle in the manifesting
realms. This point is ruled by Venus, the Egyptian Isis,
crowned with twelve stars, the solar nimbus about her head
symbolizing the creative power of Intelligence, while the eyes
covering the cube on which she sits emblemize the visions of
Hermes; her feet rest upon the crescent of the Moon, showing
the subjection of Matter to Mind; in one hand a globe-tipped
sceptre, in the other is an eagle poised, its head turned towards
her indicating the human soul reverting to the God principle,
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in which name of Deity the G possesses the kabalistic value
of 3. The lesser Arcane XXX. in the fatidic circle of Venus
is governed by Jupiter. Thus, Love, Judgment, and Fe-
cundity are numerically synthesized in the ground-plan of this
Structure. !

The foregoing is given merely as an explication of the
mystical corner-stone on which the organization is builded,
and not as implying in any wise a devotion to Oriental doc-
trine other than that embodied in the legitimate astrological
curriculum.

To quote from a section of the By-Laws: “Academi-
cians shall be native-born or naturalized citizens of the United
States, and shall be selected with reference to an inherent
fitness determined by the extent and worthiness of their previ-
ous labors in the field of Astro-Mysticism, to the end that
the intellectual, the scientific, and the utilitarian standard of
the organization be assured and maintained. The fact of
being merely a student or a practitioner of the science can-
not alone constitute eligibility; nor will personal application
for membership, or aught that savors of electioneering or of
individual bids for recognition be entertained, and such
methods will rather invalidate the admission of such self-
constituted candidate. Eligibility shall be wholly in the nature
of unsolicited preferment, and in accordance with the rules
declared in the By-Laws and Constitution.”

This question of eligibility was one of delicacy, lest the
restrictions imposed should be viewed as oligarchic in char-
acter, and so give offense where none was intended, or a
feeling of umbrage to be grievously deplored. But these
restrictions were deemed necessary to the purposes involved,
which are to standardize Astrology and its allied branches,
and to win for them, in so far as may be made possible, such
recognition as may be attained through the combined efforts
of a carefully chosen body of workers of willingness and
capacity, who stand fully as representative in their particular
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field as do the accredited authorities in other avenues of tech-
nical endeavor. :

To this end it is made incumbent upon each Academician
to contribute annually a representative Paper—the thesis and
treatment to be optional with the writer—to be embodied in
a Year Book; the proceeds from which are to create a self-
sustaining fund, eventually to provide the wherewithal for
an Academy magazine, and for propaganda work of such
character and extent as shall be subsequently decided upon.

Hence is readily inferred the necessity for a strictly quali-
fied membership, the constructivist as compared with the
conventional delver or the one who simply practices the art
in a professional capacity. As thus constituted the Academy
partakes of the nature of a quiet, cohesive working organiza-
tion, safeguarded against the elements of friction and the
prevalence of personality which so easily beset the promiscuous
groups, and is thereby enabled to make itself both purposeful
and efficient in the regulation of its activities.

While the practical details of administration are omitted
for obvious reasons, in the foregoing is summarized the chief
essentials of the movement here inaugurated, which, we
trust, will prove somewhat more than of passing interest, and
sound an appealing note in the hearts of all who have the
spirit to glory in the triumph of every step truthwards.

We announce with regret that some of the affiliations have
been too late to be represented herein. The Academy may
be pardoned a degree of self-felicitation, however, in being
able to submit to the reader and the student the following
compilation of the first Year Book, inasmuch as it gives an
earnest of what will follow when the chairs occupied shall
reach more nearly the prescribed complement.

All movements must have a beginning, even though it be
a modest one. The Old Academy of Science in the early part
of the 17th century grew out of a body of scientific men
who for thirty years foregathered semi-occasionally at the
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house of Montfort, and afterwards at that of Thevenot, in
order to discuss and to communicate their discoveries. This
was merged into the French Institute in October, 1795, and
in 1818 was followed by a reconstitution of the Academy as
a branch of the same, of which the Beaux-Arts is a depart-
ment, with its Forty Immortals.

So from the acorn grows the oak, from meagre means
may be woven the perfect woof, from humble beginnings the
more enduring fabric. And, per adductio, may not our own
faith logically be drawn toward the actualization, in the not
remote future, of a full-fledged Assembly collectively dedi-
cated to the rehabilitation of truths that were old when
Egypt was in its swaddling clothes and the Light first dawned
from out the East to make mystic the land of the Pharaohs?
Tempus omnia revelat.
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The Alche-Mythic Basis of Astrology

By DELMAR DEFOREST BRYANT

Il [ has ever been a matter of much mystery, no less
to the professoriate than to the laity, how the
relationship that appears to exist between the
movement of planets and the lives of men was
ever discovered and reduced to a science. What could it
have been that first suggested such a relationship? Nothing
apparently is more dissimilar and disassociated than a star
and a human being, and yet we find from the remotest times
an almost universal belief in the science of astrology. In-
deed, we are now in the very decadence of this science, which
by the majority of people to-day is regarded as a supersti-
tion to be relegated to that convenient scrap-heap called
“occultism,” which is made to include spiritualism, theosophy,
hypnotism, palmistry, cartomancy, and all other forms of
divination and queer doings generally, all of which is con-
sidered unbecoming the dignity of modern scholasticism.

It is well known that the Zodiac is very ancient, in fact
it seems to antedate all historic records, leaving us to infer
that it must have originated in some pre-historic master race
of people who were vastly more advanced in the science than
any of the moderns. I am aware that this statement may
appear at variance with the generally accepted theory of
evolution, and yet it is by no means necessarily antagonistic
thereto. For, whatever we may affirm of the outworking of
the principle of evolution, as outlined by Darwin, Huxley,
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Haeckel and others, yet we find plenty of examples of racial
devolution and decline. Some scientists are now contending
that the monkey is nothing more nor less than a degenerate
man.

Be that as it may, we are continually exhuming relics and
records which confirm the existence of nations far wiser and
more masterful than we, living in ages gone by, and among
those peoples astrology seems to have occupied a high and
prominent position; as, for example, the Nagas, the primitive
people that invaded and settled in India, among whom as-
trology was the ruling science. All affairs, political, sociologic,
agricultural, etc.,, were conducted by its aid; and there is
no evidence that the masses were as ignorant and supersti-
tious as they are to-day; in fact, they are said to have pos-
sessed both culture and refinement, and to have been advanced
in all the arts and sciences. May we not ascribe this unusual
knowledge to some superior power of vision which, for some
reason, is lacking to a great extent in the present race?

All are familiar with the great advancement science and
art had made in Egypt long prior to the Christian era, as
shown by architectural remains, covered with their copious
historical hieroglyphics. It is generally conceded that this
people was originally a colony from a more ancient people—
probably the submerged Atlanteans. Beyond the account of
Solon, as recorded by Plato, and some collateral fragmentary
evidences, we are unable to go, by any method which would
be deemed authentic, though it is possible by psychometry
to go back in vision to the beginning of the present cycle,
representing approximately a period of four hundred thou-
sand years. As the destruction of Atlantis occurred only
about eleven thousand five hundred years ago, it is to be con-
sidered a comparatively recent event.

Much of the wisdom of these ancient peoples is hidden in
symbolism, seemingly incomprehensible, yet it yields up its
treasures to whomsoever is willing faithfully to pursue the
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subject. Most of this symbolism is synthetized and embodied
in the Emerald Tablet of Hermes, which, rightly interpreted,
is as surely a key to all these mysteries as the Rosetti Stone
was in deciphering the hieroglyphs of Egypt.

It was, I believe, Pernety who first discovered, or at least
who first advanced, the theory that the gods of all mythologies
are but different names employed to express some factor,
principle, or operation in what is called the Magnum Opus, or
Great Work—a work so frequently alluded to by both
medieval and modern writers, that it seems to have a classic
ring, even though it remains of doubtful and mystical sig-
nificance.

Prominent among these mythological deities stands out
the name of Hermes, whose existence, whether mythical or
real, is to be traced to the remotest antiquity, though as a
god he was worshipped principally in Greece. Comparative
mythology identifies him with Mercury of the Romans, while
in Egypt he appears under the figure of Thoth. This god,
to whom is ascribed the power of eloquence, wit and learn-
ing, seems never so real in his supernal character, however,
as when engaged in abstruse, philosophic discourse as Hermes
Trismegistus, the teacher of men.

We shall find, as we delve patiently and with great as-
siduity into this subject, some very astonishing things, not the
least of which is the vast distance mankind has gone from
the real truth in attempting to guess at the meaning of this
remarkable myth. Different schools of philosophy have seized
upon this name, as upon others of mythic origin and signi-
ficance, like, for example, Zoroaster, Krishna and Christ,
investing these mystic figures with imaginary powers, and
weaving imaginary histories about them, thus finally an-
thropomorphizing them.

Taking the cue of Pernety, we shall have little difficulty
in tracing out the astrological correspondences of the various
mythological deities. Indeed, they appear, many of them, to
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express themselves naturally in astral nomenclature, very much
as if they had lived as heroes, and were afterwards translated
and metamorphosed into starry gods. Thus, there were gods
corresponding to all the planets, Venus, Mars, Mercury,
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune, as well as to the lumi-
naries, the sun and the moon.

Most people are content to drop the subject with the dis-
covery of this mythical correspondence, having decided that
it is “all superstition.” But we must look deeper than this.
Such explanation explains nothing of vital interest. To know
that the ancients worshipped the sun and moon and stars
signifies nothing, unless we know why they worshipped them.
And this enquiry, pursued to the ultimate, reveals the fact
that this worship was instituted and carried on because of
some mystical connection observed between the stars and man
himself, for all wisdom and science on final analysis con-
sists in the co-relating of external phenomena to man.

It is an old cabalistic dictum that “man is the perfect
microcosm of the universal macrocosm”—a dictum which
sounds profoundly wise, but which really conveys but little
wisdom to the average mind. Man needs rather to consider
himself the macrocosm, and to look in nature for the micro-
cosm, as we shall see.

Even when we have subjected our mythic deities to a
system of astromorphism, as illustrated in the science and
practice of modern astrology, are we certain that we have
reached the ultimate wisdom hidden in this mystic symbology ?
In other words, are we sure that we have found the original
Primum Mobile? And this leads us to a consideration of our
first enquiry, How was the relation, manifestly existing be-
tween the lives of men and the movement of the planets, first
discovered?

To answer this question, it will be necessary to retrace
the steps by which this relationship was originally established,
and in doing this we find that our present astrological sym-

»
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bolism was at one time applied to quite another science than
astrology. The signs used in the zodiac were, for a long
time, employed as a sort of cabalistic terminology to record
the various steps or phases of what is known as the Magnum
Opus.

- That the stars were believed to exert a definite influence
on the progress and the perfectioning of this work is very
evident, but it is a question whether the ancient Hermetists
ever determined with any accuracy the character or extent
of this influence, although in the writings of Albertus Mag-
nus and others of that school we find evidences of a very
remarkable system of correspondences, which appears at that
time to have risen to the dignity of a science. And these
sages evidently adopted the nomenclature of the alchemists,
using it to express their astrologic theories, thus virtually
transferring the language of terrestrial to celestial phenomena.
Later on the same nomenclature of the Hermetists supplied
the terms used in modern chemistry. In each case the signs
and symbols assume an entirely different significance.

Evidences are plentiful that prior to what we may term
“this age” there existed an age of superiorily endowed human
beings. The limits of the present article are altogether too
brief to do more than touch upon this fact. In that age, of
which Atlantis as it existed within the traditions of the
Egyptian priests was a degenerate offspring, the knowledge
of the Magnum Opus, or the mastery of the elements, was
far more developed than our present knowledge of electricity.
With the hierarchies of Atlantis, Heliopolis and Cholulu, the
knowledge passed and was buried for a long time, reappear-
ing to some extent among the Hebrew prophets, who had it
originally from the naturalized Egyptian, Moses, and again
co-temporaneously and later on in Greece among such philos-
ophers as Pythagoras, Plato and Aristotle, and still later
among the medieval mystics by Paracelsus.

Lord Bacon knew the art and by it was able to shape the

t



16 Year Book of the

destiny of the British Empire, and even that of America.
Nicholas Flammel did the same in France, and Raymond Lully
in Spain, Jacob Boehm in Germany and Geber in Arabia, and
a long list of others that might be named, some of whom, of
course, accomplished far more than others. Most of them in
one way or another became martyrs to the cause. Every pro-
fessed reformer places himself in the lists of martyrdom.

According to the testimony of all these writers (and a vast
amount of their literature is available) the astrologic sym-
bolism was used at that time almost exclusively to denote
alchemical transmutations of what they call the Prima
Materia, believed to be identical with the Primum Mobile of
the more ancient philosophers—astrologers and alchemists.

It will be interesting and very much to the point at this
juncture to make a cursory analysis of the signs of the zodiac,
showing their relationship to and their probable derivation
from the science of alchemy instead of astrology as generally
believed. In order to make this analysis more intelligible, it
will be well to preface it with a brief outline, or panoramic
view, of that which actually transpires in the Magnum Opus,
as mystically described in the Emerald Tablet of Hermes,
which reads as follows:

“It is true, without any error, and it is the sum of truth;
that which is above is also that which is below, for the per-
formance of the wonders of a certain one thing, and as all
things arise from one Stone, so also they were generated from
one common substance, which includes the four elements
created by God. And among other miracles the said Stone is
born of the First Matter. The Sun is its Father, the Moon its
Mother, the wind bears it in its womb, and it is nursed by the
earth. Itself is the Father of the whole earth, and the whole
potency thereof. If it be transmuted into earth, then the earth
separates from the fire that which is most subtle from that
which is hard, operating gently and with great artifice. Then
the Stone ascends from earth to heaven, and again descends
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from heaven to earth, and receives the choicest influences of
both heaven and earth. If you can perform this, you have
the glory of the world, and are able to put to flight all diseases,
and to transmute all metals. It overcomes Mercury, which is
subtle, and penetrates all hard and solid bodies. Hence it is
compared with the world. Hence I am called Hermes, having
the three parts of the whole world of philosophy.”

In nature there is found One Thing which potentially
combines the virtues of all things, and not only the potential
virtues of the things themselves, but what is more, the vital,
magnetic power to manifest these virtues up to the point of
actual perfection. Herein we have the first and only absolute
proof of an operative intelligence in matter, and this, too,
upon what is considered the lowest plane, the mineral.

Looking at it another way, especially after one has an ob-
ject lesson of this potential evolution, one is bound to recog-
nize demonstratively just what the metaphysicians express
theoretically, viz., that “All is Spirit,” for each successive
operation in the Great Work is effected by the action of an in-
visible, spiritual principle, that which Boehm calls the “Ens,”
and Vaughan the “Archeus.”

To discover this One Thing, the First Matter of Hermes,
and establish it in the proper atmosphere and environment, so
that it may, within a reasonable space of time, arrive at its
ultimate perfection as the “glory of the world,” constitutes
the whole art of the Magnum Opus, and it is in the observa-
tion of this work, step by step—a work so unique and wonder-
ful in its nature and operation that it utterly transcends all
previous human experience—that the Artist, or Hermetic
Philosopher, is compelled to invent or devise a new and ap-
propriate language of symbols—a descriptive terminology
peculiar to this work of Art, and one naturally incomprehen-
sible to anyone unfamiliar with the nature of the work.

The first step in this Art is the selection of two elements,
which, when brought into juxtaposition, are seen to have a
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perfect affinity for each other, thus proving their common
origin. The eminent philosopher, D’Espagnet, in Hermetic
Arcanum, says: ‘“Now that (abandoning all blinds) we may
write candidly and truly, we hold that this entire Work is
perfected by two Bodies only; to wit, by Sol and Luna rightly
prepared.” Originally they are one, but appear as two, and
are destined again to become one, though a vastly different
“one” than there were formerly. Now, to represent this
“rebis” or “two-thing” as it is called, springing from one root
the Hermetists devised the sign (V§), which when interpreted
becomes a fairly good key to the first principles of the Art,
since it is simply a monogram of V. S., “Vinum Salis,” or
“wine of salt.” This represents the Chaos,—the Abyss or
Great Deep of Genesis,—MEM, the Waters, upon which the
Spirit of God moves to create all things.

The application of the term Capricorn to this sign proves
the antiquity of the Art. Formerly, and even to this day in
Oriental countries, the goat might well be styled the “life
preserver.” To the inhabitants it is virtually all in all, furnish-
ing them with both food and raiment. It is called an “earthy”
sign, not from anything astrological, but because the sub-
stance of the alchemical “Goat” is truly an earth, of most
wondrous texture and constitution, and the “corn” (cornus or
horn) of the Goat, which is the alchemical Moon, is buried in
this earth, awaiting only the touch of the philosophical Sun
to cause its separation and manifestation in the M. C., or Mid
Heaven of the philosophers. Saturn governs the sign of Cap-
ricorn, because anciently Saturn was the name of the sub-
stance, or ore, producing the Water of the Moon. The an-
cients actually represented Saturn as a figure producing this
Water, which may be called the key of Art, since it develops
the Mystic Salt, Soul, Sol, or Sun of the “mixt,” that is, the
“rebis” or two-thing in the Vase of Art, in which microcosm
the universe itself is reproduced.

The sign following the Goat is the Water-bearer, or
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Aquarius, because if water does not contact the Earth, no
production is possible. Hence, Aquarius empties his jug
(which anciently was a goat-skin) into the sky, manifestly to
irrigate the earth beneath. And this, practically, is the first
labor of the Artist, to produce this water, containing within
itself a subtle, magnetic principle, which on coming in con-
tact with the Earth, generates heat, or the mysterious “Fire”
of the Sages,—the thing most essential for the production of
all manifested wonders in this same philosophic Earth. Lucas,
the Sage, says, “Take the living water of the Moon, and
coagulate it, according to our custom, then place it upon our
earth, till it becomes white.” Socrates says, “Our mystery is
the life of all things, or the water. For water dissolves the
body into spirit, and summons the living spirit from among
the dead.”

But in the first meeting of the water and the earth there is
evidenced a certain recoil, an apparent repulsion, described by
the Sages as a “fight” between “the Lion and the Eagle,” “St.
George and the Dragon,” and other imaginary sanguinary
battles. Hence the sign is that of the separation of two
waters (2v), which in Genesis is the establishment of the
“firmament,” the separation of the “waters above from those
below.” This description, which is inexplicable in the creative
process of a world, fits in most admirably with the philosophic
work, the work the writer of Genesis was evidently describing.
This “firmament” is the dividing line, distinctly visible, though
imaginary, like the point where the horizon touches the sur-
face of the earth, but has no reference whatever to this com-
mon earth in the genetic account. Aquarius was formerly
said to be ruled by Saturn, and that is right alchemically, for
it is for the most part a period of blackness, for which Saturn
stands. There is a light shining in this darkness which the
darkness does not comprehend, and which is gradually re-
vealed. “And the evening and the morning were the first day.”

Pisces (3 ), like the “Yin-Yang” (@) of the Chinese phil-



20 Year Book of the

osophers, is a very ancient sign. It marks the second step
in the Magnum Opus, wherein the Living Principles, hitherto
passive, become active. In the Book of Lambspring, a very
old alchemical tract, we read:

“The Sages will tell you that two fishes are in our sea
without any flesh or bones. Let them be cooked in their own
water ; then they will become a vast sea, the vastness of which
no man may describe.”

 Pisces is a watery sign, because this step in the work of
Art has to do altogether with the mingling and combination of
the “two waters,” for be it understood, that though the
“Earth” is here spoken of, yet in the chaos or beginning of
creation the whole Earth is in fluidic form. This is prior to
congelation. Pisces is said to be ruled by Jupiter, because,
when the waters are joined, even no more than is indicated
by the sign itself, the work is auspiciously begun. And
Jupiter is occultly, “Eu,” meaning ‘“good,” and “Petros,”
meaning “stone”’—the Good Stone! .

Aries (op), the 3rd sign, has as little to do with a sheep as
Capricorn has with a goat, though astrologically it does have
to do with RaM. Fundamentally, however, the sign shows
the two original Waters united at the base, revealing the prim-
itive, embryonic form, the two leaves of the plant uprising
from one root. The union being only partially effected, the
substances still appear distinct. Why is Mars said to “rule”
Aries? Not because Aries is a “sheep,” certainly, for a sheep
would be about the last object that the god of war would seek
to govern, but because at this stage in the Great Work we
reach a decided state of redness in our Earth, indicative of
great strength in the solar action. The redness suggests blood
—war and conquest, and, indeed, a great struggle has ensued,
and the sun becomes triumphant in this reign. Red is the
fundamental color of the chromatic scale, and is the first to
appear in the Work, following the sign of blackness which has
persisted during the reign of Saturn in Aquarius, this sequence
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of color being a sign of correct working. After this remark-
able “Battle of Armageddon,” which has taken place in the
Crystal Globe of the philosopher, one witnesses the remark-
able phenomenon of the Phoenix rising from its own ashes.

Taurus ( ¥ ), the 4th sign, marks the conjunction of the
'Sun and Moon, which is plainly exhibited by the sign, the
Moon being dominant. Taurus, it is said, is ruled by Venus,
but what has Venus to do with Taurus? The usual explana-
tion of the “pronounced generative impulse exhibited by this
type of animal” is far-fetched and gratuitous. Venus ex-
presses simply the intense love of the luminaries, which cannot
now be separated. This is the union which “no man may put
asunder.” It also makes for verdancy of growth, and gives
rise in the work to the appearance of a green color which soon
merges into yellow, the second primary color. Green and
yellow suggest copper, just as Mars by its redness and
strength, iron, and Saturn by its blackness and weight, lead.
Furthermore, the “Bull” is no animal, but is originally a cor-
ruption of the ancient Baal or Bel, meaning the sun. The
word is still retained in the modern French, “belle,” meaning
beautiful. The ancient alchemic symbolism shown by the sign
corrects the idea of the modern misconstruction, which is as
ludicrous as it is misleading. To be sure, the Egyptians did"
worship the Bull as Apis, and the captive Israelites who had
been accustomed to this worship set up the image of the
Golden Calf under this sign, but we must remember that the
astrologers of those days were quite as much in the dark con-
cerning the occult nature of this “Bull” as they are today, and
were surely not nearly so close to the truth as those more an-
cient people who worshipped the sun itself, bequeathing us this
symbol of Sol-Luna. Another very significaut fact in relation
to this sign of Taurus, showing it to be purely of alchemical
origin, is the relative position of the solar and lunar signs—
the Moon above the Sun—which accords perfectly with the
actual work of the Stone.
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In Gemini, the sth sign, the two alchemic substances, or
elements, attain to a point of partial equilibrium, the action
of Mercury becoming more and more manifest, hence Mer-
cury is said to rule the sign. Mercury is “hermaphroditic,” be-
cause it is virtually the offspring of the Sun and Moon, par-
taking of the characteristics of both, and yet totally unlike
either. In truth, there are apparent at this stage of the work
Two Mercuries, one of the Sun and one of the Moon, and
these are alluded to as the “twins.” These two Mercuries
through cohobation and sublimation repeatedly mingle and
“devour” each other, becoming ultimately one. These are
alluded to as the “fixed” and the “volatile.” We read: “A
nest is found in the forest in which Hermes has his brood;
one fledgling always strives to fly upward, the other rejoices
to sit quietly in the nest; yet neither can get away from the
other. The one that is below holds the one that is above, and
will not let it get away from the nest, as a husband in the
house with his wife, bound together in closest bonds of wed-
lock.” April is the month of “opening,” while May is Maya,
or “illusion.” That which is to be observed in the budding,
opening and fructification of the flower, under the influence
of dew and shower, is a mystery having its exact correspon-
dence in the unfoldment of the Work.

Cancer (95), the 6th sign, called the “Crab” because, like
a crab, the sun appears to turn and go backward in this sign,
is governed by the Moon. Why by the moon? Is there any
logical reason why the moon should “‘govern” one sign, or one
particular “animal,” more than another? The moon traverses
every sign alike, then why is it said to govern this sign of
Cancer in particular? The reason is manifest only in the
Magnum Opus, when, after the appearance of Mercury in
Gemini, we come somewhat suddenly into the White Work,
or “Work of the Moon,” as it is termed. At this period, the
Earth of the Sages, formerly black as ebony under the initial
reign of Saturn, and red as blood under that of Mars, now
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shows forth resplendently, “like the beams of the corruscating
moon,” as one writer describes it. This transformation from
black to white is a miracle in itself. Omar Khayyam alludes
to it in the Rubaiat, in the following lines:
“Where the WHITE HAND of Moses on the Bough
Puts out, and Jesus from the Ground suspires.

Iram indeed is gone with all his ROSE,
And Jamshyd's Sev'n-ring’d Cup where no one knows.”

This phenomenon is witnessed with joy by the Sage, inasmuch
as it is a sure sign of correct procedure. The Lunar principle
which corresponds to cold is predominant at this season, hence
it is the work of congelation. The whole regimen of the work
is shown in the 15th Tarot figure, on whose arms, one point-
ing upward, the other downward, is emblazoned the legend:
Solve, Coagule—*"dissolve, coagulate!” Suddenly, when Luna
attains the zenith of her splendor, the work appears to “turn
and go backward” to the red stage again, and this is the real
“crab” in the mystery; the red of this stage being of a deeper
hue might suggest a “boiled lobster”; but I surmise that the
suggestion of the Crab comes from the fact that the work at
this point remains stationary for some time, like the sun at the
summer solstice, before it begins its retrogradation. A better
alchemic correspondence is obtained by restoring the ancient
zodiacal “Ass,” which formerly stood for Cancer. In Sanskrit
aswa symbolizes the essence of energy or quickness (Hebrew,
as, fire; sus, a horse). Therefore we have aswin, the highest
of the nakshetras, or “mansions of the sun.” The horse ex-
presses energy and the ass is the symbol of the occult principle
of Fire in its relation to the Earth. Thus D’Espagnet says:
“If thou intendest to proceed further, add the element of Fire,
which is not needed for the White Work. Strengthen the Fire
little by little through its grades until the occult begins to be
made manifest.”

From the work of Luna, we pass immediately into that of
Sol, the Sun, by the gradual augmentation of the Fire, and this
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is why the sign Leo, the seventh sign, comes adjacent to that
of Cancer. The Lion was from the earliest times chosen as the
type of strength and mastery, and is used by all the Hermetic
writers as the symbol of the male, or Solar Principle active
throughout the Great Work. It is synonymous with the phil-
osophic Sulphur (Sol, sun; phyr, fire), the King or Gold. The
operation of this Solar principle, triumphing over the Moon,
that is, the heat over the cold, initiates the regimen of the Sun,
or Gold, the sign whereof is a golden amber. June, of course,
is Juno, goddess of the Moon, while July is Julius ([u,
ug n; Leo, “lion”).

In Virgo, the 8th sign, Mercury more transparently clear
and beautiful appears, and it is here that we actually see the
out-working of the Immaculate Conception, the apotheosis of
which has held and still holds millions of human minds in the
thralldom of religious superstition. The idea was first de-
rived, like many other false notions prevalent in the customs
of human society, by a misinterpretation of the secret doctrine
of the Illuminati, of whom Jesus the Christ was the arch-
hierophant. It is from the conjunction of the Sun and Moon
(Osiris and Isis) that the infant Mercury, Christ or Horus, is
conceived, and truly so by the “overshadowing of the spirit”
of Sol. The Oriental mystics had the most beautiful, poetic
conception of this mystery:

“That night the wife of King Suddhodana,

Maya the Queen, asleep beside her Lord,

Dreamed a strange dream; dreamed that a star from Heaven—
Splendid, six-rayed, in color rosy-pearl,

Whereof the token was an Elephant

Six-tusked and whiter than Vahuka's milk—

Shot through the void and, shining into her,

Entered her womb upon the right.

. . . And when the morning dawned, and this was told,
The grey dream-readers said, ‘The dream is good!

The Crab is in conjunction with the Sun;

The Queen shall bear a boy, a holy child,’

« « . In this wise was the holy Buddha born.”
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Withal the embellishment of Renin and Michelet, the story of
the Immaculate Conception of Mary, so bluntly told in the
gospels, pales into insignificance beside the poetical legend of
the Buddha, at the same time being open to suspicion like the
tale of Myrtalé, wife of Phillip of Macedon, who pretended
on the eve of her marriage to dream the dream of Semelé, of
the “flood of fire,” afterwards claiming the Serpent as pater-
nity to her child, Alexander the Great. The truth is, all such
tales are purely alchemical. The “Virgin” in Virgo begins to
attain the “crown of the Sun,” and to “put the Moon under her
feet,” meanwhile the infant Hermes grows apace, and visibly
“swells in its mother’s womb. This is the reason Virgo is said
to be ruled by Mercury.

In Libra, the gth sign, all elements are weighed, as in the
balance. “Everything is agitated by the circles of humidum
and siccum, the moist and the dry, until all things be turned
downward, and there rest.”” Venus is most active in this
reign, and appears in a beautiful, transparent robe, inter-tissued
with green. It is said that the King during this reign is in
captivity, and that Venus pleads for his life, which means that
the Sun of Art is for the time being hidden, as likewise the
Moon, the bodies being reduced to spirit float above the waters
as clouds. The sign of Libra (:a) shows the relative appear-
ance of the two waters during this reign, the upper curvature
being the “mount” or rising embryo.

Scorpio (M), the 1oth sign, was formerly Aquila, the
Eagle, which is the proper emblem in alchemical progression.
As the male, or active principle in the Work, is called the Lion,
so the female or passive principle is denoted the Eagle. It is
the “Lion and the Eagle” that are first “shut up in a dark
prison, where they tear each other to pieces.” Now in Scorpio
we have the Eagle taking great wings and soaring above the
vanquished Lion. This is the supernal rule of the Wo-
man, or female principle. In the Apocalypse we are told that
the “sun-crowned Woman,” after her persecution by the
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Great Red Dragon, is “given wings” to fly to a place of safety.
This is but another version of the Magnum Opus, perfected
in the Magian’s Crystal Globe. The sign is still that of the
Maiden, but the arrow no longer pierces her breast, as in
Virgo, but she carries it in her quiver for self-protection. This
is the 11th figure of the Tarot, wherein the Maiden fearlessly
opens the jaws of the Lion. Mars rules this sign, because of
the strength and color of the mixt, due to the action of the
Fire in the water. It is at this point that the Sage is said to
have his “Salamander in the Fire,” and it is neither scorched
nor burned.

In Sagittarius ( 2 ), the 11th sign, the arrow is shot for-
ward, and hits the target squarely in the bull’s-eye. The bow-
man, figured as a Cenotaur, half-man, half-horse, is identical
with the Egyptian sphinx, save that action rather than passiv-
ity is here denoted. The horse is the Fire, while the man is
Water, but in this reign the water is superior to the fire, and
yet it could not endure without the fire. They are, in truth,
intimately joined together as one form, which is the goal of
all effort in the Work of Art. Jupiter (“the good stone”) is
dominant in this reign. He appears as a King, clad in purple
robes—the very same King that formerly “handed his robes
to Saturn and stepped into the bath,” which destroyed his
physical form. In Sagittarius he appears fully resurrected,
and in a far more glorious form. This is an exhibition of
the New Birth of “Water and Spirit.”” The “man” which is
mind, or water, has “entered the womb a second time,” been
reborn and is immortal, as suggested by Nicodemus of old.
The transformation is something wonderful to behold. We
call this the “regimen of Jupiter.” In the old myth Saturn,
or Chronus, who was accustomed to swallowing his children,
was, at the birth of Jupiter, deceived by his wife, Rhea, who,
instead of presenting the child to him, gave him instead a
stone, which he swallowed. Thus Jupiter was saved, and
afterwards nurtured by two nymphs. Like all mythological
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tales, this becomes significant only under alchemic interpreta-
tion. Saturn does actually “swallow the Stone” in Aquarius,
and Jupiter appears in Pisces, in the very “feet” or beginning
of the Work. He reappears in Sagittarius, marking the com-
pletion of the reign of the Sun, terminating in the Ruby Stone,
or “Pearl of Great Price,” of which the Sages have written
so copiously.

~ I wish now to call attention to a remarkable fact concern-
‘ing the order of these “ruling planets” in the signs. As every
astrological student knows, and has observed, these rulers,
from Aquarius to Gemini, form the series, b, 2, &, 2, ¥.
Then we have the ) and @ conjunct, ruling Cancer and Leo
respectively. From Virgo to Capricorn the ruling signs re-
appear in inverse order, ¥, 9, &, 2f, h. Now, who is able to
give any satisfactory astrological reason for this peculiar order
of governing planets? Aud yet, alchemically the scheme
works out true to a die. This inverse government is actually
shown by the recurrence of the various colors appearing in
the progress of the work. But, in the second half of the work,
the so-called Work of the Sun, the colors, though funda-
mentally the same, are far more soft, brilliant and beautiful
than in the beginning; that is to say, Mercury in Gemini is
clear and pure, but Mercury in Virgo is transparent and most
resplendent. Again, the red of Mars in Aries is deep and
opaque, while in Scorpio it becomes a lucid, roseate splendor.
The purple appearing through Jupiter in Pisces is a glint of
metallic blue, while in Sagittarius it is an indescribable purple-
indigo, tinged with saffron.

The mystery is fulfilled by the “birth of Mercury in Capri-
corn,” celebrated the world over as Christmas, the birth of
Christ. Christ and Mercury are identical, the former being
the apotheosis of the latter. Mohammed, Buddha, Krishna,
Zarathusthra, etc., are similar images erected by people
through priestly misconception of the Great Truth. The sign
of Capricorn (V§), or V. S,, #ow stands for “Vinum Solis,”
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“Wine of the Sun”—a beautiful, deep red, impalpable powder
tinged with gold, a single grain of which taken in a glass of
wine, the Sages say, will prolong the life a year—a hundred
grains in as many days, a hundred years, and so on. It ban-
ishes all diseases and restores the physical frame of the middle-
aged and old to youth again. It also brings unusual mental
powers, so that the restoration of the Great Art may truly be
called the “Coming of Christ,” or another Avatar.

And he who is able to pass all the regimens of Fire suc-
cessively, through all the planets—six on the descending arc of
the circle, which is involution, the descent of the spirit into
matter, wherein Sol is eclipsed—and six on the ascending arc,
or evolution, which marks the triumph of spirit over matter
through matter, wherein Sol rises above the Sea and trans-
forms the whole world into his own spiritual power and glory
—he who accomplishes this Work is worthy to be called “the
Messenger.” But do not err, as people in every age have done,
in mistaking the messenger for the message. When one fell on
his face before Jesus calling him “good master,” he bade him
arise, saying, ‘“There is none good but God.”

Those who read this article may at first find it quite unin-
telligible, especially if they have been accustomed to viewing
this subject from a purely astrological or psychological stand-
point. As Arthur Edward Waite says: The study of the
mystics presents us with obvious difficulties which at the be-
ginning appear insurmountable, but speaking from personal
experience, I do not hesitate to say that there is no ground
for discouragement in a pure, patient and active intelligence,
for the elementary phenomena are identical, and thus the
modern psychologist is already in possession of the outer
doors of the sanctuary; but he must carefully bear in mind
that a large proportion of Hermetic literature is concerned
with a physical process for the conversion of base metals into
gold, and that it is equally vicious and fruitless to force upon
merely alchemical writings a psychic meaning which is com-
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pletely at variance with the lives and undoubted aims of their
authors. The literature of esoteric psychology in the past is
large enough without the wholesale annexation which has been
rashly, though not inexcusably, attempted by several critics.

A still deeper question arises here than has yet been
touched upon by modern critics. What I have endeavored to
show in the foregoing is merely the visible, tangible, exoteric
phase of planetary outworking in a most natural, though quite
unusual and generally unknown and unsuspected series of
phenomena. The deeper question is, What ARE the sun,
moon, planets, stars? This question has already been
answered by the Illuminati. They find that these appearances
are nothing more nor less than guiding points of light within
the consciousness. Their actual existence as entities cannot
be proved, beyond the cornea, the aqueous humor, or the
crystalline lens of the eye. We could not see these luminous
points, could not be conscious of them, could not differentiate
between them nor define their movements, if both they and
these movements did not actually exist and take place within
the innermost heavens of the human mind.

Rationally understood, there are neither stars nor objects
of any kind, outside or beyond the human consciousness. Al
is within, and that which appears without is pure illusion—a
mere picture. A great Chinese adept has declared that within
the sphere of the human eye there is contained the entire uni-
verse. That which is seen or recognized is but a certain view
of a part of our own universe, of which we are, when fully
unfolded, the supreme master.

And this is why astrology, esoterically understood, is so
true and perfect a science. It is nof that certain extraneous
bodies, called suns and stars and planets, cast their magnetisms
to earth, which, blending therewith, serve to create, move and
determine things, events and destinies terrestrial; but rather,
each individual mind, which on last analysis is identical with
the one divine mind, embodies within itself (as certainly as



30 Year Book of the

the human body contains a multiplicity of cells and function--
ing organs) all the discovered and many undiscovered astral
forces which constitute the ruling powers of life. And vou,
the master, sitting supreme, the original manifester of these
powers, drive them as Phaethon drove his steeds or Diana her
Doves, through the vast empyrean vaults.

All, then, is embraced in Consciousness, and of all that is
so embraced, YOoU are the creator, preserver and destroyer.
The Earth is an expression brought into visible, sensible, mani-
festation through the power of Consciousness alone. So are
the heavens. Destroy the Consciousness (if it could be de-
stroyed), and the earth would disappear, and the heaven roll
up as a scroll. You are the One Only Being in the Universe,
and you create accordingly, all of which the mentality is as
yet unable to comprehend, because the mind, like the body,
is a temporal illusion with the rest, wholly built up from
the sense-world. It may be termed the master-illusion of all.
The truth lies back of this, and lies in You, your Conscious-
ness.

Marvelously is this truth brought home to the mind of the
Artist, who is privileged, through the power of his awakened
vision, to contemplate in actione the successive steps of the
Magnum Opus. Here it is to be noted that all operations are
the result of planetary influences, but the influences themselves
dwell in the Body. At what period these alchemic signs were
emblazoned on the sky, and who it was that worked out the
wonderful correspondences existing between the bodies in
the Vase of Art and the heavenly bodies, their emblems, no one
can say. But we cannot wonder at this happening, for noth-
ing so marvelously unfolds the conception of the limitless
creation of the Divine Soul of Man as the study of Hermetic
philosophy.

This may have been the work of some subtle priest, or body
of priests, who in all ages have been the jealous guardians of
~all wisdom, not always either from the purest of motives.
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But, generally speaking, the masses are not to be regarded as
fit custodians of the sacred wisdom, and thus an effort is al-
ways made to throw dust in their eyes, or to divert their gaze
to other quarters, whenever they get too close or too curious.
The wisdom of this course, though apparent to the enlightened,
is always resented by the masses, who cannot understand why
they are not both worthy and capable of being entrusted with
the highest wisdom. The truth is, it takes superior wisdom to
be the custodian of wisdom, and one’s worthiness to know is
conditioned on his ability to attain. Thus the masses were
taught to look “upward,” and gain their divination through
stars, while the Magi themselves sat and gazed within the
Crystal, seeing with accuracy more in a moment of time than
all the Ptolemies and Lillys were able to vaguely forecast in
years. :

Surely we know that astrology, like theology, must have
had its start and origin in man himself. That is, man began
reasoning from himself and noting external correspondences.
It was thus by wide comparison in recent times that Gall dis-
covered Phrenology and Liljequist the Diagnosis of the Eye.
In the same way that a science is discovered it can be re-
covered. Thus we may recover that which is lost in astrology,
and it is certain that the most valuable key has been taken
away.

Anyone who will begin with the Central Point of Illumina-
tion, which is the rational mind, may proceed along the line
of unfoldment, and completely solve the mystery of the
Sphinx—*‘‘the body of the lion with the head of the woman.”
It is the triumph of the feminine, or rather the perfect merg-
ing of the masculine and the feminine, that wonderful an-
drogynous figure, which is something more than merely her-
maphroditic. For when the Virgin overcomes the Lion, and is
united thereto, then we have that wonderful conception and
birth of MERCURY, the saviour of the world—the panacea
of all diseases, the remitter of sins.



32 Year Book of the

And this can only happen in one way: viz., through the
rational unfoldment of the Great Art. There stands the
Sphinx, as it has stood for perhaps a thousand centuries, a
dumb witness from the days of ancient Atlantis, of the trium-
phant insight possessed by our ancient brothers into the su-
preme mystery of life. And yearly there rolls round to us
the usual batch of almanacs recording the progression of
moon and planets through the mystic signs and symbols which
the ancient seers devised and handed down to us in the zodiac.
All these we view as a passing show. Millions attend the
show, as the seasons come and go, but in the end, what do
they know?

Just a few are beginning to wake up and realize that it
“means something” to be born under a certain sign—that it
is different, being a “Goat” to being a “Fish”—that the “Bull”
and the “Crab” bring into lives very different aspects. And
how queer that one thing should thrive when planted in the
“light,” while another comes to fruition better in the “dark”
of the moon! Truly, we are just in the beginning of the
renaissance of astrology. And now let us see, in our resurrec-
tion of the ancient landmarks, if we cannot find the secret
passage-way leading to the treasure house of the King!

Surely astrology has a deeper purpose and a higher aim
than the prognostication of matrimonial errors, or the number
of children likely to fall to one’s lot—whether a long or a
short journey is likely—whether there is to be a quarrel with
one’s relatives,—or whether he is likely to keep out of jail.
The masses demand this information, as they demand the
- gossip of the popular press, since they lead such very narrow
lives of experience, and learn so little of true wisdom.

But we shall for the first time know the true meaning of
“malefics” and “benefics,” if we start at the foot of the Cross
—otherwise in the echo gallery in the foot of the Sphinx—
and travel inward, guided by the light of the various planets,
which are set as lamps to throw light on our pathway (through
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small crevices). Here is the test of faith. It is by faith alone
that we know that we are coming into the presence of the
King and Queen, seated together in royal estate, and only until
this has been realized and we are presented as worthy am-
bassadors from the external courts, shall we really understand
the utility and significance of stars and their aspects.

It is in this journey that we must pass Cerberus, the three-
headed dog, and in doing this we realize the advantage of pos-
sessing the Lyre of Orpheus in the search for our lost Eury-
dice. Music has power to charm both beasts and stones. If
we can but put the beast to sleep by the magic wand of Hermes,
we shall soon be picking flowers in the Garden of Hesperides.
“First, the Milk White Lily, then the Amaranth, or purple
and immortal Flower of Love.” If the Fates are then pro-
pitious, we shall traverse the Milky Way, pass in safety the
dangerous reefs of Scylla and Charybdis, and arrive at Colchis
with our Golden Fleece!

The tradition of gold and silver being the product re-
spectively of the Sun and Moon is very ancient. It is of com-
paratively recent date that these metals were esteemed of
special value as money, or as means of barter. Anciently they
were worshipped as sacred to the gods, and were used princi-
pally for the purpose of adorning the temples. This is to be
noted in the description of king Solomon’s temple and its
adornment. The Peruvians called gold, “tears wept by the
sun,” and doubtless their idea of the relative value of gold and
silver was due to their associating these metals with the sun
and moon, the sun-metal naturally being esteemed of more
value than the moon-metal. In the great temple at Cuzco in
Peru the Spaniards found everything made of gold—walls,
statuary, ornaments, even the pipes and aqueducts. The value
of the jewels adorning the temple alone was one hundred and
eighty million dollars. The gold which the Spanish conquerors
stole from the Peruvian temples is said to have carried on the
commerce of Europe for three hundred years. And with this
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gold seems to have gone a curse, which even to this day Europe
is reaping, because this gold was sacred gold, made of “the
tears of the sun,” and never mined from the earth, as sup-
posed.

The Incas were near and close descendants of the At-
lanteans, and preserved the secret of that empire relative to the
manufacture of gold and silver, which was there, as in Peru,
so plentiful that it was esteemed of no especial worth, save to
adorn their temples. Iron and copper were far more valuable,
because more useful. The same thing is true today, the value
of the so-called precious metals being largely fictitious and
arbitrary.

A pyramid belonging to a palace at Nineveh confirms the
idea that anciently the art of manufacturing gold and silver
was well known. This pyramid was composed of seven stages,
each smaller than the one beneath, and each differently colored,
representing the different planets. Venus was white, Saturn
" black, Jupiter purple, Mercury blue, Mars red, the Moon silver,
the Sun gold. Here we have exhibited the complete alchemic
scale of colors, though perhaps not quite in logical order.

The subjects of alchemy and astrology are intimately re-
lated, though apparently widely separated. It is the combined
astral influence that determines the germination, growth and
development of every form of vegetation. This fact is gener-
ally understood, but it is not so wel known that this influence
itself is crystallized in concrete form, begetting a vehicle of
manifestation, in which is to be actually found in tangible
form all the astral essences, or elementates. It sounds, I
know, far-fetched, and a trifle “luny” to say that it is possible
to find the Sun and Moon in natural objects, but such is the
teaching of Hermes and his followers. And this is said to be
the true gift of the gods to man, for by and through the pos-
session of these magic creative essences the alchemist is able
to reproduce the cosmos in miniature, and play upon the keys
of the macrocosm at will.
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The “Seven Eyes” that the prophet Ezekiel saw in the
“Stone laid before Joshua” are in truth the Seven Astral
Principles reduced to intelligible form in astrology, as Sun,
Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn. If we under-
stand the planets to be simply phases in the development of the
two luminaries, which is alchemically true, then we must add
Uranus and Neptune to complete the septenary. Every
created thing or natural object exhibits some planetary phase
or phases of the unfoldment of the solar and lunar entities.
But only in one thing are all the phases—the Seven Eyes—to
be found, and this is in the Prima Materia of the Hermetic
Art. One writer has located this treasure in Hungary, another
in Peru, while another says one has to visit both Indias to ob-
tain it. Again, you will hear it stated that it is a very common
thing, before the eyes of all, but recognized by few.

The key to this subject of Alchemo, or Alchemythic As-
trology, lies in the discrimination of Colors, and the appre-
hension of their astral and mineral correspondences. An ob-
servation of nature, even in the coloring of various flowers,
will lead the mind to an understanding of this occult principle.
The following table of alchemo-astrologic correspondences
will be of value:

1. Saturn...... Black.......... Lead

2. Jupiter...... Yellow........ Tin

3. Mars....... Red........... Iron

4. Venus...... Green......... Copper
5. Mercury....Transparent. ... Mercury
6. Moon...... White......... Silver

7. Sun........ Golden. . ....... Gold

Observe that we start with the outer “rim” of the plane-
tary wheel, or universe, and come inward, the extremes of the
Work being Saturn and the Sun. That is to say, we begin, as
you may say with the very excrement of the mineral kingdom
—the refuse, in which the workmen of the Temple were in-
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structed to look for the Corner Stone. And from that despised
and rejected efluvia, we work inward, through all the metals,
adding color to color, as a painter to his canvas, until, in the
grand solar synthesis we have the Stone complete with its
“Seven Eyes”—*“the eyes of the Lord that run to and fro in
the whole earth,” Ezekiel says, Notice: “In the whole earth.”
By the quintessence, or combination of the five principal
planetary influences, the Seed of Hermes is formed and
brought to perfection. Everything is in this Seed, and Sol and
Luna are the sole executors of the task. THEY are the
Elohim, and what we term planets are but little planes of their
manifestation.

This doctrine is scarcely apprehensible in relation to the
heavenly bodies as we view them at the present time, and yet
we know it is fundamentally true, since each planet was derived
from the sun and is supported by the sun, in a far more posi-
tive and wonderful way than is generally known. Each planet
is as an organ of the one system, and the blood that flows to
it from the central heart, Leo or the Sun, is electric, and con-
stitutes its life and vitality, even its integrity, for cohesion is
an exhibition purely of electric energy. Blot the sun and moon
out of existence and each and every planet would go out like
a candle under the snuffers.

The point really of greatest interest in this whole discus-
sion is not so much the coherence of the starry system as the
actual relation the bodies of this system bear to human life
and destiny, of course. This we know in part, but today we
“see through a glass darkly,” because no one in modern times
has exhumed Heliogabalus, the Rosetti Stone of alchemy. In
this Stone one gazes into the “Seven Eyes” as oNE, and sees
therein a picture of all human destiny and the destiny of all
worlds. Moreover, the light or radiance from this “All-Seeing
Eye” will serve as a panacea and corrective of all that today
is classed as human ill and discord.

Man need not affirm that he is able to “rule his stars”
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or become “master of destiny,” until he understands and has
control of the elements of which he is composed, and which at
present govern him absolutely. As long as fire can burn him
and water drown him and the wind blow him away, he re-
mains a victim to circumstance. But as fire and water and
air all contribute to the support of.life, why, then should life
eventually succumb to them? The Hebrew children passed
through the fiery furnace, Christ walked upon the waves,
Jullaladin rose in the air like an arrow at will. Apollonius of
Tyana was bound to the floor of a dungeon and placed under
a heavy guard at night, yet in the morning, only his chains
were to be found—the man had disappeared. History is full
of such instances. The skeptic will say they cannot be authen-
ticated. Very well then, it is known that there are people liv-
ing today who are able to display the same or similar powers,
but they are not exhibiting themselves for the edification of
curiosity mongers.

The question arises, How would one draw the horoscope
of such individuals as these? What dangers and fatalities
could be predicted for them? They are free souls, and mas-
ters of all conditions. And they use the very forces and ele-
ments which dominate the mass of humanity as means to at-
tain this mastery. Electricity is the most striking illustration
of this. For ages humanity was powerless in its presence. It
was believed to be a god—Thor with his hammer, and Jove
with his thunder-bolts breaking the sky! Whoever dared in
those days to attempt the subjugation of a god? And yet we
have dared, and with what wonderful results! Those old,
fateful and relentless deities have become our willing and
masterful servants, and yet we must still obey their laws and
work in harmony with them or become the victims of their
wrath as of old.

The whole problem is one of intelligence—of the exercise
of a power back of the ordinary thinking mind, the power of
rationality, because reason alone is the expression of the
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Divine Soul. There is no astrological aspect that reason may
not control, no impending calamity that it may not avert. The
Lord says through Isaiah, “Come, now, and let us reason to-
gether, though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white
as snow.” Here we find the Primum Mobile metaphysically
stated as Reason, while the Menstruum of the First Matter
upon which it operates is the primitive mind-stuff. This it
moulds at will, transforming it from red to white—the miracle
of the Vase of Art.

All Hermetic principles are thus capable of being worked
out on every plane of life, but the basis of this working is the
object lesson of the mineral unfoldment, the Magnum Opus.
That which the skillful artist is able to produce on this plane
by simply conjoining the Sun and Moon of nature is an index
to the marvelous powers that Nature is able and ready to con-
fer on man when he works in harmony with her laws. That
which principally separates man from Nature is fear and dis-
trust. Fear becomes the parent of superstition, the cause of
weakness and an insurmountable barrier to realization. As
the body is constructed wholly by the mind, and the mind is

“timid and fearful, what is to be expected but frail and perish-
able tissue? And yet, with all this handicap, life manifests
most wonderfully, using the elements with marvelous skill and
refinement—the fire to consume, the water to cleanse, the air
to purify this Earth which we call our flesh and bones, though
it is as yet little more substantial than the jelly-fish!

And the race itself—at what point is it in the alchemical
scheme of development? It has passed its birth in Saturn-
Aquarius, gone through Jupiter-Pisces, and as a mass func-
tions in Mars-Aries. This is distinctively the era of mind,
the brain-mind, mentality. The mind is deified. Thought is
the ruling power. It is the age of war and competition, Mars
rampant. It is the age of Iron. At the same time, there are
many individuals of the race functioning in the plane of
Taurus, and a few in Gemini. A great movement is being
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launched by the cosmic administration to bring the purest part
of the mixt into Cancer, the Work of Whiteness. :

All this is accomplished by Reason, and the exercise of
rationality which transforms “scarlet sins” into “snowy white-
ness.” The path is straight, the way is beautiful, the gate
stands wide open. Is it not strange that so few enter the
path and pursue the way, since it is known to be the only way
leading to peace and immortality? All other directions are
cul de sacs terminating in sheer walls, precipices or brambles.
This alone is the path to glory and power and realization. It
is the rainbow path.

I have said that the way is beautiful. Christ called it 2
“straight and narrow way.” The entrance, however, is neither
attractive nor auspicious. “Few there be who find it.” As in
the Great Work, the first steps are in darkness through putre-
faction, so here at the outset we experience the sorrows of re-
nunciation and the loneliness of vast silences. But rest assured
there is a Light shining in this darkness which will soon over-
come it and bring the roseate dawn. It is then that you
glimpse a glory so thrilling and promising that you forget the
sombre experiences of the initiation and would not retrace
your steps for the world. Once in the path, you never can’
turn back. You have to go forward. Your only desire is to
go forward. The common world will have lost all its attrac-
tions. You are lured and led by the light that never faileth.

When you have gained sufficient strength in Mars, love in
Venus and intelligence in Mercury, you are ready for the first
grand fulfillment, which comes suddenly, “in the twinkling of
an eye,” as the light which overcame Saul on his way to
Damascus, or as the Dove which descended upon Jesus in
Jordan. It comes as a mighty, rushing wind, and you realize
yourself to be—FREE! Then a great, White Light shineth
in the East and instantly fills the whole world. Verily, though
your sins were as scarlet, they become whiter than snow, and
your transgressions are remembered no more!
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The ideal of all religions is the attainment of this very
state of consciousness, and why does there seem to have been
and to be such an almost universal failure in realization? It
is for the same reason that all but about “three in a million”
fail to realize the truth of the Magnum Opus, and that because
of what may be called a mechanical conception of the universe.
The natural limitations of the human sense-mind continually
present the idea of nature as a machine, and even man, the
master workman, as a sort of mechanical contrivance.

Every scheme of creation mentally concocted, as well as
the operation of the universe itself, is mapped out like a clock;
God is the mainspring, automatically wound, and humanity the
wheels relentlessly driven. Every religious institution is a
pyramid with crypts of creed, and dungeons of dogma, with
a tortuous, winding stairway leading to the upper-chamber
where the workmen are supposed to receive their wages of
corn, wine and oil. The starry path that should lead through
all spheres to the Golden Throne becomes a rocky road lead-
ing to the graves of canonized saints—a road worn smooth
and hollow by the passing of a myriad pilgrims who have gone
on to their own graves in sorrow and disappointment.

How have the mighty fallen in slavish timidity before the
personification of their own fearful images! Compare the
idealism of the ancient Persians, who worshipped the Light,
and revered the Sun. Michelet says: “Among them were no
castes. They had no temples, no ceremonies, no worship, save
prayer and praise. Every man was a pontiff. All was con-
sidered pure. The human law which they have left will never
be surpassed. It is immortal; Heroic husbandry, the courage-
ous struggle of Good against Evil, the life of pure light in
labor and justice. They did not bury their dead with tears and
lamentations. A cardinal sin with them was the ‘sin of cha-
grin!’” They cherished no regrets. Ormuzd, the incarnation of
goodness, beckoned them onward. The dead were placed onan
elevated Stone before the sun. His dog, sacred to the Per-
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sians, watched faithfully beside him. After three days, Or-
muzd, the god of light, the Sun, adopts the dead. His rays
draw him to himself. He, the dead, is no longer there. The
Sun has drunk his body. After the third night, the Soul makes
its flight and pilgrimage across the mountain of Albordj, see-
ing before it the great crossing, the pointed bridge of Tchine-
vat. A charming, smiling figure, a beautiful girl of light,
‘vigorous as a youth of fifteen, tall, excellent, winged, pure as
the purest thing on earth,” guards the bridge.

“Who art thou? Beautiful! Never have I beheld such
splendor.”—“Why, friend, I am thy very life, thy pure
thought, thy pure converse, thy pure and holy activity. I was
beautiful. Thou madest me very beautiful. Behold me, there-
fore, radiant, glorified before Ormuzd!” The Soul admires, is
agitated and hesitates, but she throws her arms about her neck
and tenderly carries her away and places her on a golden
throne. They are already as one. The soul is reunited with
itself. It has found its true self, its true soul—not fleeting,
not in misery and illusion—but beautiful steadfast and true—
above all, free, winged, and floating in the beams of light,
soaring with the flight of the eagle, or penetrating the three
worlds or paradises with the lightning-like flight of the
hawk.

Wonderful poetry! profound reason! masterful imagery!
The very idealization of truth. In the earth are to be found
a great variety of minerals, most of which are in a state of
fixity, and this because they are lacking in the quality of light.
The ray of the terrestrial Sun, which is magnetic and trans-
mutive, has never touched them, or only slightly. They sleep,
or again their igneous state is due to a lack of Lunar moisten-
ing. The conjunction of Solar and Lunar influences was im-
perfect, and the formation is simply terra damnata. The very
same thing is true in humanity, with the difference that man,
having acquired the supreme gift of consciousness which em-
bodies the Divine Will, is able to remould and remodel, re-
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deem and restore that which is found to be imperfect and un-
satisfactory.

Isaiah says, “I will make a man more precious than fine
gold, more precious even than the golden wedge of Ophir.”
The gold of Ophir was alchemical gold, and was used in the
adornment of Solomon’s temple. All the teaching of the
sages, saints and saviors has been to the end that man has
everything within himself to make him master of his own des-
tiny, and the path to this attainment which we have described,
and which Jesus declared so many missed, is one that leaves
darkness behind, and looks forward to the light, joying ever-
more in the chromatic changes of experience.

All images before which mankind bows—all gods and god-
desses—are but the ideal reflection of that which the Soul of
Man actually is, and the Great Work, on the higher planes of
life, is to so wed Consciousness to Truth that the line of
demarcation which Nature appears to have drawn between the
human and the divine shall at last fade completely away, and
we shall then be able to realize the Consciousness of the Christ
in that masterful saying: “I and the Father are One.” Thus,
we make all the planets, and arrive at the House of the Sun
in all the fulness of its glory. “In my Father’s house are many
mansions,”



Cosmic Astrology
By WiLLis FRepDERICK WHITEHEAD

BUR ancient brethren divided the Cosmos into three
| worlds—the Celestial, the Human, and the Nat-
ural. Between the Celestial and the Natural
: existed the World of Man, his feet planted on the
terrestnal World and his head reaching toward the Divine
World above him. That he sustained a relation to the world
above him as well as the world beneath, was a logical and true
conclusion. The Cosmos then as now was viewed as an in-
finite unity, and as the heavens manifestly governed the earth,
so they also governed man. There could be no hiatus in the
divine plan of the universe, and man was not therefore an
anomaly of nature.

What the ancients held to we also profess. We have ad-
vanced by slow, painful steps to the sciences that disclose to us
the wonders of vibration, the secrets of chemistry, and some
of the few hidden laws of number and geometry. No science
has been adduced to show that man has no fixed relations
with the infinite, but, on the contrary, there has developed on
every hand an ocean of testimony going to prove the almost
numberless correspondences that exist, not only between the
world on high and the world below, but between the
Infinite Unity of the Cosmos and that part of it termed the
Human World.

There is nothing more certain than if Astrology is not
true there exists a great hiatus in the unity of the Infinite
43
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Cosmos, for the relationships, analogies, and correspondences
are of so universal a character that to deny that a relationship
exists between the stars of the Cosmos, and especially the
planets of our solar system and the world of man, is to deny
the existence of Cosmic Law, and to erect in its place one law
for the universe and another for man—each wholly inde-
pendent and apart from the other, and having no relationship,
correspondence, or analogy between them. This, of course,
is unthinkable and absurd. The Infinite Cosmos is a Unity
of all Being, and man is not and cannot be set apart from it
as a separate, special creation. There is not a star that
twinkles in the heavens but has some relation to every child
of earth, just as it has relation to every other star.

Again, as a further proof of the genuineness of Astrology
as a valid science is the existence of infinite vibration. Every
ultimate particle of substance is in a constant state of vibra-
tion, causing either harmony or discord, likes or dislikes, pos-
itive or negative relationship effects with all other ultimate
particles of its own immediate sphere of being, and merging,
as in a solid body, into a vibration that is entirely individual-
istic as to such body. Thus, each star and planet sends forth
through all surrounding space its own inherent vibratory force
which must affect and blend with the vibratory forces of all
other bodies, man not excepted.

The angle obtaining of a vibratory force of one body upon
another body is also correlative to such angle. Near the
Lincoln monument in Lincoln Park, Chicago, are two large
metallic spheres. The varying degrees of solar heat on their
surfaces, caused by sunlight, are easily noted by simply touch-
ing one with the hand. Where the rays of the Sun strike the
surface directly, or conjunctively, the sphere will show a con-
siderable degree of heat. On the opposite side, or in opposi-
tion, it will feel quite cold. Half way between, the angle of
quartile will show, of course, a medium between the extremes
of heat noted. This simple case has a natural analogy with
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the aspects shown by a horoscope, with its planets under the
horizon, those in the zenith, and those rising, as well as any
other aspects in varying power. Thus a horoscope accords
with the most simple science as well as the most profound
mathematics involved in the operation of natural geometry.

Every ray of light which advances the knowledge of man
as to his precise place in the Cosmos Unity should be jealously
guarded and conserved. The sum of this knowledge repre-
sents astral chemistry, or, in short, Astrology. Though the
oldest science, Astrology has not progressed except by very
slow steps. The evolution of the science in our day bids fair
to advance far beyond the bounds of the past century. The
age, through the evolution of great changes—changes so
radical that the old order of existence among man will never
return—is opening into a new era. The constellation of the
Waterman has already opened the door of the Vernal equinox
and is stepping over the threshold. The Aquarian Age is
opening and the man with the water pitcher, whom we are
commanded to follow, the one shown us all down the ages
from an antiquity so remote as to be unknown—the one
inseparable from the glittering zodiac—is about to wake like
spring wakes from winter, and come into his own.

And with the passing of the old order of things new births
of old sciences will take place. The studied minutiz in some
directions will enlarge their boundaries to take in larger con-
ceptions of our place in the Cosmos. Man, in a word, is about
to enter and possess a more human age and estate, and the
science of Astrology must needs keep pace.

As Astrology has passed through other and more mate-
rialistic eras than that now in the act of passing, she will
not only live and grow in the Aquarian Age but will be
exalted and crowned as the queen of all sciences. We know,
now, that as every atom of matter vibrates of its own inherent
chemical power, so every star and sphere of space has its
own generic vibration. We know these vibrations are not



46 Year Book of the

neutralized through some being discordant with others, but
merge into other vibratory conditions that mathematically
and geometrically work out chemical effects on human life.
We know that, once recognized, as it will be in the new
age of the coming man, that every resource and endeavor
will be used fully and unstintingly to advance Astrology to
her rightful place—the throne in the temple of sciences.

Because much that is dark to us in the realm of Astrology
cries for more light is no valid proof of its worthlessness.
Rather should we strive to use all means that lie at hand to
solve this question or that paradox. To hold that Astrology
has been developed to that point where more progress is
impossible is not to conserve the good and true and beautiful
she now has for us, but to lay away in a napkin those gifts
that should grow and increase in our hands. Only by so
doing may our light increase. Only by taking light may
we become possessors of the light that will give a solution
to our problems, and make of Astrology such a guide in
life as those hungry for her ministrations have a right to
demand and expect.

With the changing of social conditions a multitude of
new inquiries are set up for answer. With the advent of
new science or new thought, new answers are necessarily
demanded of Astrology. The one who discovers a new
truth is dangerous only to those who serve at the shrines of
false gods. He who has some truth that he knows is truth
should welcome gladly every opportunity to increase his store.
A search for “more light” should animate his efforts. Were
one thinking to purchase a home he would be very foolish
to stand far off to take a deciding view. All sides should
be viewed; every room should be explored; and a possible
new part of the building should not be condemned because
it might not agree architecturally with some ancient concept
of the original builders.

Let us not cry down the efforts of those who come with
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gifts for us. Rather let us seek out those who work in the
vineyards of Astrology, that we may possess ourselves more
fully of her gifts, and demonstrate to the new age upon us
that Astrology is founded upon all science, accords with the
purest philosophy, and is the exponent of man’s rightful rela-
tions with the celestial world and the coming time social
order.

A conception of what man really is, his past origin and
his future destiny, have a direct bearing on what the true
social order of man on earth should be. Where may we
look more certainly for a solution of these problems than to
Cosmic Astrology? Certain it is that Astrology must give,
as best she may, answer to all the problems of man.

Cosmic Astrology has a right to use any truth of
science or philosophy, for no single truth exists, known or
unknown, but has a strict relation, whether mathematical,
geometrical, or chemical, with every other truth. When
such relatlonshlp aids or is needed in Astrology it is self-
evidént that it should be employed without apology or excuse,
unhesitatingly and fully as the case requires. Pythagoras
taught the universal application of number, and where needed
Astrology has a right to found her tenets on the principles
and operation of pure number, pure geometry, the kabala,
or any medium that may serve to illustrate her teachings or
demonstrate her theorems.

Here I shall endeavor to answer a few questions as illus-
trations of the foregoing.

Has the hososcope of conception any value to consider
after birth?

I state my ideas on this question as concisely as possible,
which perhaps will make them appear dogmatic. They are
my conclusions only in the shape of a concrete opinion. The
origin of life in view of a conscious existence after death and
the time and manner of reincarnation afterward, is of deep
interest. We may apply to the idea of reincarnation the
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permutation or cyclic operation of pure number as a proof
of it. Pythagorically stated, every individual has an astral,
or celestial, or horoscopical number. The digits of this
number must vary with every culmination of life, whether
the ego is incarnated or not. Before incarnation the spiritual
forces operate on the ego as when born on the earth. The
celestial chemistry of the planets and stars operates to give
one a new horoscope at death. There is no hiatus in Astrol-
ogy after death. Using the forces of the celestial environ-
ment as so many astral numbers and adding the same, the
orbit of life applied thereto as another astral number, will
give an astral number from which the time of reincarnating
may be obtained. Conception is not such reincarnation,
however, the time of reincarnation being the time of quick-
ening. But the conception, being a culmination, has a horo-
scope, also represented by an astral number. At the time
of reincarnation, these numbers of the ego and the concep-
tion are joined and also the astral number of the horoscope
of the culmination of reincarnation. This is the astral num-
ber of the ego before birth. At birth, the next culmination,
there is a new horoscope. This also has an astral number
that changes with the culmination of life. To it is added
the horoscopical power, or astral number before birth, which
gives the astral number of the incarnated ego until the beyond
is again entered. So, granting the truth of any of the fore-
going, the time of conception has a bearing on the life. It
may be impossible with our present data to figure it, but if
there is a numerical astral horoscopical power there must
be, on ordinary astrological lines, aspects well worth con-
sidering, as I believe they have a direct bearing on the time
of birth.

To what may horoscopes be applied?

Everything has a horoscope except the Absolute. Time
and space are infinite and absolute. The culmination of some
particular time, as noted in the natural world, or some par-
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ticular place, both being finite, have horoscopes. Cycles of
time have horoscopes. Everything that has a beginning has
a horoscope. Any kind of a culmination, any chemical action,
any certain number or geometrical operation, all have horo-
scopes. We may not be able to cast a horoscope for a planet
or other solar body, but the Great Architect of the Universe
could, for God understands. We are limited to our finite
capacity for knowledge to what we understand in casting
horoscopes for the very great number of things that have
horoscopes. Our knowledge during the new era of man
will be greatly advanced along this line. It is not to man
alone that Astrology as the science of correspondences and
astral chemistry, astral mathematics, and astral geometry, .
may be applied. To confine Astrology to man is to deny
its application to all else. Only that which has no beginning
nor ending—that which has not and cannot have a culmina-
tion—the Absolute—can have no horoscope. Everything
short of the Absolute must have a horoscope. The evolution
of the earth, for instance, before man existed, had many
horoscopes, each ending or commencing with some one of
the many culminations of its development as a fit habitation
for the human world.

Predominating Horoscopes.

We have now arrived where we may consider the chief
objection to Astrology, an objection that has been offered,
in the shape of the following questions, as evidence that
Astrology is a false science.

How can Astrology reconcile its claims as opposed by
the wholesale deaths that take place through flood, famine,
storm, earthquake, shipwreck, plague, and war?

I enlarge the above question to include the vast deaths
of animals at abattoirs, the deaths of fishes at seashore
canneries, the yearly slaughter of fowl at the holiday season,
and the death of any living orgamism through violence in
common with much killing.
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How can Astrology reconcile the rise of certain indi-
viduals whose horoscopes give no indication of such ad-
vancement, and the loss sustained by other persons whose
horoscopes promise much better things?

I enlarge this question to include any event which may
occur to any individual which may not be shown by such
person’s horoscope. The two questions, through our en-
largement of them, really become one: Why does every
horoscope fail to discover all the events that really occur,
and why do some events indicated not occur?

The answer to this one question is the answer to every
objection worth calling such that I am acquainted with.
The answer is one in accordance with strict logic, the entire
facts, and universal, cosmic truth. Here it is: By reason
of predominating horoscopes—horoscopes of other persons,
organizations, and conditions whose integrity, in the absence
of any other predominating horoscope over them, require that
they themselves predominate over the horoscopes subject to
them. The subject is perfectly lucid when one views it from
a strictly logical astrological standpoint. ,

The universality of Astrology shows that everything of
a finite character has a horoscope and that all horoscopes,
therefore, must necessarily be of a finite character also.

However correct and perfect a horoscope may be, it is
limited, being finite, to its subject. As such, its purview
of necessity cannot encompass any condition, event, action,
or thing, except that which comes within its individual scope
and over which it naturally predominates, and it thus pre-
dominates over the horoscopes of those conditions, events,
actions, and things that revolve around and are subject to it.

In like manner every individual horoscope—except it be
some supremely predominating geometrical horoscope whose
foundations rest in the unchanging and eternal Absolute—is
predominated over by the horoscopes of other organizations,
conditions, events, actions, and things to which it is mate-
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rially, socially, environmentally, and politically subject, and
around which it necessarily revolves, and the horoscopes of
which cannot astrologically come within its own individual
compass Or purview.

Impinging horoscopes may well show a personal loss, ac-
cident or death, because the matter comes within the scope
of the individual horoscope far enough to show a predomi-
nating influence of the antagonistic or malefic force. Such
antagonistic horoscope acts as a predominating power on
only such horoscopes as it impinges upon, and its effects are
in accordance with its degree of impingement.

Our lives may be faithfully delineated by our horoscopes
as to all matters within its compass, the omission of events
that are indicated and the events that occur which are not
indicated are so omitted and occur by reason of other pre-
dominating horoscopes. Thus the integrity of Astrology is
preserved, and thus also is vindicated the just operation of
Cosmic Law which knows of no hiatus or special dispensa-
tion of what some are pleased to call the hand of Divine
Providence.

The soldier who perishes at the front battling for his
country may have a horoscope which indicates for him a
long life. But the horoscope of his country through its
necessities makes of him a soldier, and thus predominates
over his horoscope. The horoscope of the army of which
he is a unit predominates. The horoscope of its general,
while he is in command, predominates over that of the army.
The horoscope of the opposing general may predominate
over his in a battle which follows, and a horoscope of the
battle may so predominate as to result in severe loss of life
to both armies. Because our soldier is among those killed
does not at all vitiate the Divine Science. On the contrary,
the event cannot but be shown in some one horoscope pre-
dominant over that of his own.

At death the individual has, as we have seen, a new
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horoscope that predominates over the one of his last earthly
career. At the time of reincarnation he has a new horo-
scope that predominates over that of his astral existence, at
birth he has another horoscope that supersedes that of his
incarnation. This cycle of predominating horoscopes itself
has a horoscope. It rests not only on the aspects of the solar
system within the zodiac, but also upon the operation of pure
number as expressed in cosmic chemistry and geometry.
Other horoscopes are so based, especially those of persistent
nations, peoples, and great culminations upon the earth. In-
deed, all history is geometrical and in complete accord with
the law of correspondence.

One instance where I was able to foresee the final cul-
mination through geometry of our war with Spain, in 1898,
I will give as an illustration why all history is geometrical,
and in answer to the possible question whether I could present
“some supremely predominating geometrical horoscope” such
as I have noted.

The Peter Metius Quadrature of the Circle has a
diameter of 113 and a circumference of 355. This quad-
rature is known among some mystics as the Kabala Quad-
rature, or the Quadrature of Man. Here is how I used it
in August, 1898, to foretell how Congress would pass a
treaty of peace between this country and Spain on Monday,
February 6, 1899, and some of the events that occurred the
preceding two days which would lead to the ratification of
such treaty.

The battleship Maine was blown up on Tuesday, February
15, 1898. This led to a war between this country and Spain.
Spain declared war on the United States on Sunday, April
24, 1898, and the United States declared war on Spain the
next day, Monday, April 25, 1898. A peace protocol was
signed on Friday, August 12, 1898, and the next day the
papers announced that there had been exactly 113 days of
actual hostilities. This appealed to me because it showed an
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exact correspondence with the diameter of the Peter Metius
quadrature. I reasoned that the circumference of the quad-
rature would also work out its correspondence in history,
and that Congress, the war-making power, would ratify a
treaty of peace between this country and Spain 355 days
from the blowing up of the Maine. A week later a friend
and myself looked up the 355th day, and to our surprise found
it to fall on a Sunday! I reasoned that Congress would
not act on Sunday, but would the following day. That
Sunday, however, was the deciding day as to the measure.
To so be a deciding day would necessitate a lack of votes
to ratify the treaty the week before. That to gain the nec-
essary votes in favor of the measure some news of a start-
ling nature would reach Washington on the 355th day, and
thus make the ratification of the treaty an almost necessary
procedure the Monday following. That such news would
be of attack of the Filipinos on the American forces at
Manila as the most likely event. I so predicted.

Here is what history says took place:

A peace treaty was signed at Paris on Monday, December
12, 1898, but the treaty as signed had to be ratified by
Congress before it became valid and really ended the war.
A strong opposition to the ratification of the treaty devel-
oped in Congress during January, 1899. Some time during
the first week of February, Agoncillo, a Filipino, sent a cable
dispatch to Aguinaldo, the real head of the Filipinos, that
the ratification of the treaty would be beaten. This was the
signal for a Filipino attack on the American forces, for
Agoncillo immediately ran away to Canada, saying he was
going to Baltimore to make a social call, whereas he bought
tickets through to New York and then to Montreal. On
Sunday night, the dispatches said, the opposition to the treaty
was on the run, and I quite believe it was because news had
been received of the attack of the Filipino insurgents—num-
bering some 80,000, of which 17,000 were armed—upon the'
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American forces at Manila, the night before, at 8.30, Feb-
ruary 4th. The Filipinos were severely punished, as the
Americans were ready for them. “The battle of Manila
undoubtedly ratified the treaty,” said a prominent corre-
spondent after the treaty was ratified the following Monday,
with one vote to spare over the two-thirds necessary to make
it law, and end the war with Spain.

Thus were the Peter Metius quadrature predictions veri-
fied by history, and it was shown again that “God geome-
trizes continuously, and men blindly follow in the path here-
tofore marked out.”



Directions and Transits
By MARIE JULIETTE PONTIN

HERE are sad moments in the life of every astrol-
oger, when in the most carefully calculated charts
events that seem to be still far in the future, and
for which neither primary nor secondary directions

show clear indications, strike with meteoric suddenness from

an apparently clear sky. He is then faced with the problem
of either allowing wide orbs of influence to approaching or
separating aspects, or of going back to the inconsistent and

absurd “converse prenatal directions.” And if he allows a

very wide orb, through this experience predicting calamities

in other charts which do not occur; having avoided the

Charybdis of unwarned disaster, he is stranded on the Scylla

of false alarums.

The primary direction, based on the rotation of the earth
on its axis, is a clear sketch in a wide outline of the life,
blocking in the higher lights and deeper shadows. It is, how-
ever, to the events of the life what a charcoal sketch is to a
finished painting, and to the secondary directions, and es-
pecially to these plus transits, that we must look for the details,
the fine lines and the coloring of those events which make the
picture itself. And few astrologers have the time to go very
thoroughly into the primary direction, for fewer people are
able to furnish the exactly correct birth time which this in-
tricate system demands.

Therefore, we may omit the primary direction in this
55
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apergu, for it is quite as unsatisfactory as the secondary, where
the accuracy of the time measure of events is concerned; and
what is vitally needed in modern scientific astrology is an ac-
curate and rapid method of directing that promises results that
are logical, reasoned, and concise. The geocentric chart alone
is not enough. If anyone thinks this a false statement he
has but to refer to the countless predictions that have been
published regarding the great war; every astrologer abroad
has had the Kaiser dead and buried long ago! And it is this
lack in the geocentric chart that has brought forth the host of
fallacies, absurdities, extraordinary statements, and false pre-
dictions that have accumulated through the desire to use any
method that would give some kind of direction that would
account for events that had not been predicted, especially by
that vast class of “prophets-after-the-fact.” Due to this, there
has arisen the balderdash of “converse secondary directions,”
“converse prenatal-epoch secondary directions,” new aspects,
etc., to confuse the earnest workers, and incite the mirth of
the astronomer and the scientist.

And the astrologer who fumbles back to “converse sec-
ondary directions” as a means of filling in these blanks in the
geocentric directional system, fumbles as a rule to the positions
that are, in point of fact, analogous to the true or heliocentric
positions on the day of birth and the succeeding days. There-
fore if one erects a geocentric chart correctly, placing therein
all the geocentric planets correctly, he has a picture of the
environment into which the man is born; and if to this geo-
centric figure of birth he adds as sidelights the heliocentric
positions correctly calculated, he has a picture of the environ-
ment plus the man as a citizen therein.

An astrologer abroad has slurred at this as “heliocentric
methods combined with geocentric methods to cover errors of
judgment.” Had he inserted the heliocentric positions in the
chart of the aforesaid Kaiser, his errors of judgment would
have been less glaring; for the heliocentric Mars in Aries has
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played a strong part thus far, and so has the heliocentric Mer-
cury. The test of all judgment must be “does it work?” We
use electricity in our houses, it works. That we do not know
what it is, or why it acts as it does, does not prevent our using
it. This is my position in regard to inserting the heliocentric
positions in the geocentric chart and considering them as sen-
sitive points, exactly as we consider the midheaven and the
ascendant, and the cuspal points: I do not know why they
work. I am content to have proved in hundreds of charts that
they do.

If we are not to flounder in a morass of destructive fatal-
ism, we must first and foremost consider the chart of birth as
indicative of the character manifested in a given environment,
and the influence that that environment will have upon that
character in the opportunities and temptations that it presents.
For granting this, one understanding his own character and
the nature of the temptations that he must face, becomes truly
the “ruler of his stars,” or the controller of his environment,
and consequently of his destiny. There is no room for a dis-
tressing denial of free will, and a weak laying of the blame on
Fate here; that is the coward’s excuse. Astrology has no room
for such belief: for what the horoscope shows is but the house
of the In-Dweller, the tools of the workman, and the place
of his labor.

To this end the geocentric positions, midheaven, and as-
cendant in a correctly calculated chart are equally important
factors; the cusps of the houses, radically and progressed, only
little less important; and these twenty-one factors and their
declinations then become indicative of environment, and the
natural and hereditary influences of that environment. That
is—man as a citizen of the earth. But the constructive as-
trologer realizes that man can, and may, transcend that en-
vironment and heredity ; there is within himself what we call
“conscience,” or consciousness of his greater possibilities. He
recognizes man as a point in the Great Consciousness, in the
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Kosmos, an infinitesimal citizen of the universe, and it is man
in that relationship, in the unfoldment and possibility of dom-
inating his environment, that is bodied forth in the heliocentric
positions at the exact moment of his birth, which then be-
come sensitive points in the geocentric chart, whereby he is
influenced exactly as he is influenced by the ascendant, mid-
heaven and house cusps, and their aspects, that have no actual
existence as bodies, and yet are of great import to the cosmic
man.

Emerson recognized this cosmic man when he wrote “as-
trology, that was a step in the right direction—it tied man to
the system, the farthest star felt him and he felt that star.”
Sibley hinted at this combined system, when he spoke of the
squares and oppositions of Mercury and Venus to the Sun.
The older writers refer to the malign influence of a retro-
grade Venus and Mercury: the inferior conjunction finding
the heliocentric positions always opposed to the geocentric;
thus the material man (or the environmental state), and the
cosmic man acting at variance, or the mind or the emotions
at war with each other.

Wherefore, is it more reasonable to believe that the true
positions of the planets in their relation to the Sun as the
center of our system are through that Sun sensitized (or
photographed) in the chart on the day of birth and in the days
that immediately succeed birth: or that causes that are set up
on the days prior to birth in an inverse order are to be used
as indications of the development of the individual after birth?
For if one goes backward in “converse prenatal directions” to
the days immediately preceding birth, what then becomes of
the chart of conception, the “prenatal lunar epoch”? Are we
to have two separate kinds of ante-natal causes?

The prenatal lunar epoch, or chart of conception, shows
those conditions that devolve upon the individual prior to
birth; it shows physical deformities that are inherent far more
clearly than the birth chart. Is this to yield to the converse?
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And what are we to say of those befuddled minds that advance
“converse prenatal lunar-epochal directions”? In other words,
to those who try to tell us that physical events besetting us
now are traceable only to those days that antedate conception
by six weeks or two months. Reason and common sense
forbid!

One is willing to grant that the chart of birth shows the
character and environment, opportunities, and the lesson that
this life is meant to teach the individual ; one is willing to con-
cede that the chart of conception (the prenatal lunar chart)
shows the physical mould, the desires, the astral nature of the
individual; and that events that strongly mark the life should
be shown both in the birth figure and the conceptional chart.
One would even concede that the progressed genescope, or
conceptional chart, should in a measure parallel the birth chart.
And one might even go further and credit the eastern nations
when they state that a man is two years old on his first birth-
day, on the possibility that they may here possess a great
truth, and that there is a prenatal solar chart that furnishes
the truly egoistic equation: that this is the occult truth that is
back of the custom of heredity and entail through the male
line. If there is such a prenatal solar chart, then it must come
through the line of descent of the father, and although science
has not yet granted that this is so, we may postulate that there
may be a moment prior to conception when the potential ego
takes form, and that this must antedate the prenatal lunar
chart, and be a positive chart, or a solar chart.

Then if one should accept this hypothesis, and later scien-
tific research should prove that there is a period of incubation
in the male line, we should have a triple chart—we should
have the body (or the “Not-I") of the birth figure; the astral
mind or emotional chart (the “relation”) of the prenatal
lunar; and the solar or egoistic equation (the “I’’) of the pre-
natal solar. In other words, we would have the environmental
equation, the equation of heredity through the mother, and the
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equation of egoity through the father. The man, the motive
power of his desires, and his earthly house; and then we could
truly say, “this is a great spirit in a poor house,” or “this is a
poor spirit in a great house.” To such who may wish to ex-
periment with this prenatal solar chart, as a hypothesis, it is
simply done. Take the exact longitude to seconds of the birth
Sun, calculating the exact time when the Sun held this longi-
tude (to moments and seconds) in the year prior to birth,
in other words, a reversed solar revolution.

But for all practical purposes enough is to be learned from
the figure of the birth alone, and it is with the directions of
this chart alone that I shall deal, as interpreted by a combina-
tion of the geocentric and heliocentric positions placed in a
geocentric figure, treating both exactly as the same sensitive
points in the chart.

The English manual on “Directions and Directing,”
Pearce’s “Textbook,” and Bailey’s “Prenatal Epoch,” furnish
very interesting examples where converse prenatal, converse
prenatal lunar, and extranatal directions, have been cooked up
to account for events that, if one places the heliocentric posi-
tions also in the scheme, become immediately clear by ordinary
direct progressions. The proof of any theory is its working
out. Both Pearce and Wilde quote the chart of Prince
Rudolph of Austria, Wilde to prove that his new aspects ex-
plain the cause of death; Pearce that the conjunction with
Regulus of the Sun occasioned it. Wilde asks us to believe
that the qui-tricibinile of 56 degrees of Neptune to the Moon
caused this tragic death. If one inserts the heliocentric radical
places and observes that the helio Mars is in Capricorn afflict-
ing Uranus on the ascendant, and exactly sesquadrating the
heliocentric Jupiter joined to Uranus in the ascendant with the
radical Mars applying to the opposition of Jupiter, one would
naturally expect death through violence, plus the helio Venus
in Sagittarius in square to Neptune in Pisces from the house
of death, indicating the erotic-exotic circumstance.
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Wilde was a conscientious worker, who tried hard to find
in the new aspects a reason for the strange lapses of directions.
But when one puts this new series to the test, in the light of
the variations between the heliocentric and geocentric positions
of the same superior planet, one perceives that his new aspects
are accounted for. The average distance between the two
positions of Neptune (when square Sun) is about 214 de-
grees; of Uranus, about 334 degrees; of Saturn, about 6 de-
grees; of Jupiter, about 12 degrees; and these account for
much of his deductions, based as they were upon his ex-
periences. This also explains the converse secondary direc-
tional idea, especially where the birth positions show aspects
of Sun to the superiors that are not exactly semi-square square
of sesquare at birth, and the “converse” measures exactly to
the heliocentric positions. This can be easily demonstrated
in one’s own chart. The helio explains. And this applies
even to Mr. Bailey, who has made a wonderfully accurate
and helpful demonstration of the prenatal lunar epoch, and
proves his case therein logically, except for the error of
proving too much in striving for the “converse prenatal
lunar.”

And because some of the above-mentioned able astrologers
in the English journals of astrology have with a great blazon-
ing of trumpets given “authentic” figures of the birth of the
late Lord Kitchener, I have chosen this as example, for with
the exception of the figure published by Raphael in the 1917
epheremis, they are all incorrect, and all need “converse
secondary directions” and converse prenatal lunar epochal
directional bosh to “prove” them.

I am indebted to Mr. Hazelrigg for this data, furnished to
him by Lord Kitchener himself when Mr. Hazelrigg cast his
chart in December, 1915.

This is possibly unfortunate for both the August, 1915,
issue of Modern Astrology, which gives it as about 7 A. M.,
and for the July, 1916, issue of the British Journal of Astrol-
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0gy, which gives the birth as 1.48 p. M., and adds “subsequent
events have entirely confirmed my estimate.” For Kitchener
himself stated it to Mr. Hazelrigg as “about half an hour after
midnight” on June 24, 1850, and it occurred in Lat. 52° 26’ N.,
9° 28’ W.

Calculated according to Mr. Bailey’s epoch of the first
order, this is a regular masculine epoch that yields a birth time

of 0.14 A. M. true local time.* And when we find that at the
time of the loss of the “Hampshire” Saturn had again returned
to the declination of the radical ascendant and its own radical
declination, the ascendant at birth being in exact conjunction

* This comports most agreeably with the symbolization of this degree
as given by Charubel: “I see a Sun rising in the south-east quarter of the
Heavens; a little further south than that point which the Sun occupies
at the winter solstice. This person will prove a true solar man, destined
to rule or command. Let such an one ever look towards the south-east
of the place of his birth for success in all matters of a worldly nature”
His African and East Indian activities are a verification of this.—EbITOR.
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with the heliocentric sensitive point of Saturn, it looks as if
the position proved itself, and as if the ascendant were 13° 39’
Aries in point of fact.

Saturn rising in Aries accounts for the peculiar reserve
and the somewhat harsh countenance, and his bachelor life:
and the rising Uranus for his indomitable will and daring in-
novations. His success abroad is shown through the Moon
in the ninth trine Uranus and trecile the helio Saturn; and the
Moon’s application to the opposition of the Sun directly sep-
arating from the points sensitized by the heliocentric Mars in
2114 Virgo, and the helio Jupiter in 2734 Virgo would show
danger on and by the water, and also shipwreck and treachery
through employees; what it does not show is death through
any explosion. History will be apt to show that if Kitchener
met his death at this time, it was not through the explosion
itself, but through treachery.

In 1886, under Sun prog. to sextile Mars helio prog.,
Kitchener was made Governor of the Red Sea, Mars helio
also approaching the trine of the progressed M. C. And in
fact from 1879 when he was made Vice-Consul at Erzeroum
under Asc. Prog. to sextile the radical point of the heliocentric
Saturn, to 1884 his rise was slow but steady; and after 1892,
when the sextile of the M. C. progressed to the radix helio
point of Saturn was formed, the train of directions to this
point began and culminated in 1898 with the Omdurman vic-
tory, when Saturn formed the last sextile of its progressed
geocentric place to the progressed M. C. at the same time that
Uranus heliocentric radix sensitive point made the sextile of
the progressed ascendant. This year also found Mercury
prog. trine Uranus radix ; the sensitive point of the helio Mer-
cury in the sensitive point of the helio Mercury in the M. C.
Radix having the trine of the progressed Venus; and the
helio prog. Mercury progressed to the exact conjunction of the
helio radix Jupiter and the progressed Venus. The prog.
Moon had been passing over all these points during the pre-
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ceding months, and had the parallel of Venus when September
2, 1898, the transits showed strong good. Neptune sextiled
the M. C. at birth, and the transit of Neptune trined the prog-
ressed point at this date; Uranus sextiled by transit all the
points of Jupiter, Venus, and Mercury, both radix and prog.,
and also the progressed Moon. Saturn transited the trine of
the asc. and its own place, and Jupiter transited the radix 7th
and prog. sth trining from these points the progressed M. C.

These aspects to M. C. and Asc. seem effectually to dispose
of the “authentic” horoscopes published both by the ‘British
Journal and Modern Astrology, due to their imperfect systems
of directing, and to make the correctness of Raphael’s chart,
which gives 23° Aries rising, open to question.

In 1888 a piece of shell at Handubon made the right eye
rigid: this is in itself a characteristic of Aries rising, and the
rising Saturn and Uranus in this sign would incline to this,
as Uranus afflicts Mercury on the cusp of the 3rd in Gemini.
During the Summer of 1888 the Moon squared the Sun con-
junction Mercury in 8° Leo; paralleled Uranus and afflicted
its own radical place and that of Jupiter heliocentric. The
positions of Mercury also afflicted all of these points; and the
transits of Saturn also joined the Sun, squared the Moon, and
sesquared the others; and Uranus opposed the radix asc. and
Saturn; Jupiter’s transit also sesquaring the same points as
Uranus afflicted. All these point to the sight and to the right
eye, the Sun being the more heavily attacked.

During the last dozen years Lord Kitchener limped; the
date of this injury is given as November 16, 1903; I have also
seen it given as 1906, August. It is possible that there was
more than one injury. In 1903 the progressed Sun was con-
junction the radical Mars in 23° Leo. Mars had progressed
to the square of the radical Moon in Sagittarius, and the
heliocentric Mars prog. to the opposition of the helio Saturn;
the progressed Moon at this time having the affliction of the
heliocentric sensitive point of Uranus. These directions all
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point to accident, and through a horse; Jupiter ruled the 12th
at birth and was in the 6th heliocentrically, and the Moon
passed through Sagittarius, paralleling Mars also.

The transits for November 16th find the geocentric Uranus
trine the Sun progressed; the helio Uranus transiting exactly
the radix Moon. The geocentric transit of Jupiter squared
the radical Mercury and semisquared the places of Uranus
and the helio radical Mercury; while the heliocentric transit
of Jupiter through Pisces also was conjoined to the prog.
Mercury exactly square radical Moon. These positions point
exactly to the leg and the right leg, as the Moon in Sagittarius
is above the earth, and most of the transits are from Aquarius,
Pisces, and Sagittarius. That it resulted in a permanent limp
is indicated by the helio transit of Saturn through 914 Aquar-
ius, which afflicted the radical Moon and progressed Mars and
Jupiter ; the geocentric Saturn transit affecting only the place
sensitized by the radix heliocentric Mars. The transits of the
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