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INTRODUCTORY
At the close of the June Convocation of the Rose Cro5S

Order and Sacred College, it became evident that a Convocalion

CI~ the Sacred College, and the Order of the :Magi, would be
lll·tcs."ary in October, in order to continue the work, and com­
JJ:<.'llIorale the annin~rsary of the foundation of the Rose eros:;
Order dating from the )'e:tc 1516.

On the !'-l..'cond day of June, 5pe<:ial letters of in\·ilation
were mailed to all mcmbcrs privileged 10 he present at the
Octoher Convocation, and arrangements started so that not only

might lectures be given every day during the entire month of
October while the College was in session, but that Ancient De·

grl~ "Sons of Osiris" might also be conferred. as they had Lcen
during the month of June upon the delegates then present.

lnformation had been rtteived at headquarters from differ­

ent sources that men, without any authority whatever, were using
the name of the Magi; men who were not, and never had been,
on the rolls of the Order. Acting upon this information it was

considered best that special effort should be made to convene
the Order during the S:\cred College session and when convened

the official degree "Priests of :Melchizadek" should be conferred
upon all who were eligible.

During July it became evident that if the work, in several
large cities, were to go forward, leaders should be officially or­
dained. With this in view, the following notices were mailed
to the members, by the Royal Fraternity Association, Incorpor­

ated.
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Headquarters, August 2nd, 1916.

(Seal)

My Dear Brother:
In accordance with the power vested in me as President of

the Royal Fraternity Association, Inc., and at the request of the
Order of the Illuminati, Degree "Knights of the Rose Cross," 1
herewith invite you to be present at a special session of the Asso­
ciation to begin October lst and end October 30th, 1916.

At this special session of the Association, a convening of
the Sacred Rose CI"06S College shall be called, and besides the
regular work of the College when in session, the special work
of ordaining two members of the Fraternity, namely, Mr. Charles
C. Brown, Buffalo, N. Y., and Mr. A. W. Witt, Kansas City,
Mo., in accordance with the provision in the By-Laws of the
Corporation, to wit:

"This Incorporation shall have the power to cnIl n Convoca­
tion at any time, and when so convened, shall have the power to
select teachers, and to ordain such teachers to the ministry, as
shall in their opinion, be fitted for the position. And such
ordained men shall have the power and the right, to officiate at
weddings and at funerals, and possess all such other powers as
ministers of God. usually possess."

In accordance with the laws, made and provided for in our
Corporation, we issue this invitation that you may be present.

God be with you. "
Fraternally yours,

(Signed) R. SWINBURNE CLYMER,

PTesidc'lt.

All arrangements having been completed during the months
of July, August and September, the delegates began arriving on
the last day of September, and on the first day of October nearly
all had arrived who were to be present during the first session.

On October the second, the S;J.cred College W;J.S called to
order and lectures being given in the forenoon, afternoon and
evening of each day, by those who had prepared papers.
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Defore the morning lecture a private session was held, pre·
sided over by Charles C. Brown of the Buffalo College, and can·
ducted in the manner of the private classes at College in Buffalo,
N. Y.

On the evening of October 11th, all the delegates repaired
to the "Grove of Osiris" where the three degrees "Ancient Mys­
teries of Osiris" were conferred upon those delegates not prev­
iously initiated. The music, especially prepared for the entire
ritual, being furnished by ~nss Daisy T. Grove of Buffalo, N. Y.

After these ceremonies all repaired to the Hall where a
dinner was served to all.

On the night of the twelfth of October, the delegates met in
the Rose Cross Chapel, and after the Imperialistic Council and
Venerable Order of the Magi had opened in due fonn and fin·
ished its official business, the official degree "Priests of Melchi­
zadek" was conferred upon aU those present.

Following the conferring of this degree, the Council closed,
and a special official session of the Royal Fraternity Association,
Incorporated, was called to order.

After the opening of the business session of the Association,
the official letter, mailed to members, was read by the acting
Secretary, Miss Vera H. Darr, and approved by officers and
members present. It was then moved and seconded that Mr. A.
W. Witt of Kansas City, Mo., should be ordained to the Minstry,
in harmony with the Corporate powers.

Mr. Witt was called upon to make his confession of faith
and allegiance to the Church of Illumination, and to read the
thesis prepared for that purpose. The ordination in due form
followed.

After the ordination of Mr. Witt, the following resolutions,
passed by the officers of the Corporation in special session on
March 10th, 1916, were officially approved by all members pres­

ent:
"First. Because certain people without authority from this
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Corporation, or from the true Rose Cross Order long established
in America, (x) have started organizations, calling themselves

Rosicrucian, but without any Rosicrucian teachings and directly
in conflict with Rosicrucian laws and usages, it has become

urgent that the Royal Fraternity Association shall issue a certifl·
catc of membel"5hip, good for one year, to every student who CJ\~

rolls with anyone, or other, of such Orders or Fraternities.
The fee £01 such membership certificate shall be twcnty­

five cents, to cover cost of issue and dec:" hire.
At the expiration of one year tlle holder thereof shall make

appli.cation for a new certificate. All such certiflcates shall he
on record in the office of the President of the Corporation.

Any student. expelled from the Order, makes void his certi­

ficate, unless re-in.slated.
Any member of any body in fraternal relation wilh the

Ro}"al Fraternity ASl;.ociation, may (un the payment of a fee
of twenty-five cents) have a certificate issued to him, recognized

by the fraternities affiliated with this corporation.
Th~ rules to go into effect immediately."
It is regretable th;t.t such rules and regulations arc neces­

sary. Not less than six different associations have sprung in

existence, calling themselves Rosicrucian, without a shred of
Rosicrucian teachings, and three other associations, calling them­

selves Magi or ::'-.Ielchizadek, without any authority of any Magi,
and all of lhem years alter the institution of the legitimate hodies.
Furthennorc, when six memb<lrs of the Black Brotherhoods
hrwe enrolled in the true Fraternities within a year, to gain

secret!> to be u~l':d by the Black Brotherhoods, we realize the

impurtance of .strict rules. For this reason the Royal Fraternity
Association, as a protecting hody, became a necessity.

Following the session of the Imperialistic Council of the

:Magi and the 5e:'>Sion of the Royal Fraternity Association, a mid­
night dinner, the October "Feast of the Gods," was partaken of

by those present.
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On the night of October 13th, arter the opening of the offi­
cial !e5sion of the Corporation, the following resolution,
voiced by the Chairman, and seconded by Rev. A. W. Witt, was
p~, .

"Under the Royal Fraternity Association, during the Con­
vocation of the Sacred College, that the order of Knighthood,
known as "Knights of Chivalry, Order of thc Holy Grail" be
rcinstilUted. That at this meeting one Sir Knight should be
created by the Grand Sir Knight, and that this Sir Knight should
select his Lady for the coming ye:u, and that during the year
following this Sir Knight should select men either within or
without the Order; that at the next June Convocation of the
Sacred College such men, selected by him, and not more than
nine, attend dIe Sacred College Convocation and be created
Knights, Ihose in lum to select their ladies, either from within
or without l.he Order, but from within if possible. Only men
of the highest standing to be selected; men of the highest moral
character, men chivalric tow;l.rds wom;:mhood. Each man must
study, and be familiar with, the "labors of Chivalry" legends
of the Holy Grail, or Holy Grall, and the Golden Fleece.

"Arter tlte flTst )'car tbat a certain number of men, .....orthy
of the honor, be selected, also ladies to thc same number, the
total of men Knights not be to exceed one hundred and ninety­
n:ne during the first seven years."

"That the first one to be selected and created a Sir Knight
be August Rhu, M. D., of Marion, Ohio., because of high attain­
ments in his profession and the favorable aspects of the Heavens
to his nativity, and of the Prophecy made by those ';liM know.

Biography: August Rhu, (Raux) Marion Ohio. Spe­
cialty, Surgery and Gynecology.. Dam in Seneca County, Ohio.
Graduated from Western Reserve University, Medical Depart­
ment, Clcveland, Ohio, 1885. Fellow American College of Sur­
geons, 1914. Yearly Special Course in Surgery and Medicine

since 188S. Author,"
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lmmediatcl)' upon the passing of these nrtic1es, Dr. Rhu

was created a Sir Knight, and selected as his Lady in waiting
for the year, M. Alice Reese, of Kansas Cit)', 1-10., who was

then knighted as a lady.
R. Swinburne Clymer :lS Grand Sir Knight was ordered to

p~pa~ Rules and Regulations for the Sir Knights afler Ancient

US3ges.
On the fifteenth da)' of OctObe:f, the first session of the

Sacrt'd College rome to a dose and the delegates returned to their

homes. The officers remained for the second session.
The second session of the Sacred College \\'35 called to

order on the sixteenth of October, at which time the delegates
had arrived for the second session. Lectures at once began and

continued the fcst of the month.

On the evening of the seventeenth of October, those pres­
ent repaired to the "Grove of Osiris" and had conferred upon
them the "Ancient Degrees of Osiris" in like nunn~r as that

conferred upon the delegates of the first session.
The midnight dinner, "Feast of the Gods," followed the

conferring of the degrees, followed by the usual social session.
On the night of the eighteenth of October, the delegates and

officers repaired to the Rose Cross Temple, and after the 1m­

perialistic Council of the Magi had come to order, the Ancient
Degree "Priests of Melcbizadek" was conferred upon them.

After dosing the Temple in due form, o.n official session
of the Rop1 Fraternity Association, 1ncorporated, was ClUed to
order. Charles C. Bl'O\\'ll of Buffalo, N. Y., was brought before
the session and requested to make his confession of faith and
nllegi:mce to the Church of lIlumination and read his thesi!!.

He was then ordained to the ministry in due fonn.
After Mr. Brown had been ordained and the business of the

Corporation brought to a close, a dinner was sen'cd to those
present.

Lectul'C!l continued thrice daily, with a. spec1:l1 session each
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forenoon led by Rev. C. C. Brown, until the night of October
24th, when word was received that Joseph A. Walter 32 degree
of the Buffalo, N. Y., Consistory A. A. Scottish Rite, a Brother
of the Order "Fraternity Sons of Osiris," would arrive that day.

On his arrival the Imperialistic Council and Venerable
Order of the Magi convened, and the Ancient Degree "Priest of
Melchizadek" was conferred upon Mr. Walter, followed by the
official dinner in his honor.

Of the lectures gi\'en during the month of O<:tober, on1)' a
limited numUcr can I>c ghoen in this book.

The dedication sen-ice to be used in all ceremonies of ordin­
ati?n to the ministr)' in the Church of Illumination, was pre­
pared by the writer some ycal'S ago, and symbolic of thc Pilth
taken by thc Neoph}1e desiring to reach II1umin:uion.

The article concerning the Magi and the work an the Order
of Knighthood, with e.-::ceptitms as nOled, are from the same
pen.

With the exception of "The Church of lIlumination" the
thesis prepared by Rc\'. Charles C. Drown, no other lectures
were given by him as he conducted the private classes during lhe
lime of the Con\'0C3tion.

"Our Work" was prepared by Rev. A. W. Witt as his thesis
for ordination. The "All Seeing E}'e" is by Ihe same writer.

The lecture "Origin of S}'mbotism" and "Eugenics as
taught by the "Sacred College" arc by Grace Kincaid Morey,
a graduate of 01x'lin College, Secretary of the Buffalo Rose

Cross College, ::md Secreta')' of the Royal Fratemit)· Association,

Incorporated.
"The All Seeing Eye" is by Wayne E. Cak.e, who has given

the subject consideration from the standpoint of a ~f:1son.

"Eugenics" n lecture lJ}' Clara Witt, the acting Secretary of
the Rose Cross College of Kansas City, :1\'10., a writer on Eu­
genics and the Sacn-dness of Motherhocxi in lhe various Ma­
sonic rr.agazincs of the middle West.
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"Obedience," 1l1ecture by M. Alice Reese, who was knighted
as Lady to August Rhu. before meationm.

"The Christ Birth" is :I. lecture deli\'e~ by Vern H. B:lTT
one of the teachers of the Kansas City College and assistant to
Rev. A. W. Witt.

"The Power of Thought" by Mrs. John W. Cook, should
have careful consideration by all students as we recognize th:11
thought is the base of all action.

These an but vr:ry few of the many lectures delivered dur·
ing the sessions of the>Saaed College and are given because they

are fundamental and show the practical scope of the Great Work..

The nat Convocation of the Sacred College is called for
May 15th, 1917, to be held in three sessions.

Besides the regular lecture course, all the Ancient Degrees
will be conferred and in addition the Temple of PhiJition

llignes.
Fraternally given,

R. SWINDUaN£ CLYMF.R.

"Beverly Hall," Nov. 25, 1916.



KNIGHTS OF CHIVALRY
ORDER OF THE HOLY GRAIL

Few people are acquainted with the fact that the flower of
manhood in France and England bt:long to k.nighthoods founded
3ges ago, their object being the recognition of, and the homage
due, womanhood. These Orden bear the names of "Knights
of the Garter," in England, whose insignia is the Garter, and
"Knights of France," represented by the Fuur-tU-Us.

Both these Orders were founded by men belonging to an

older and nobler Ordu, "Knights of the Holy Grail," who took
advantage of a trivial cimunstance to establish thtSe Orders for
the protection of womanhood. Though the Knights were in
search of the Holy Grail, (their own soul) they wert ever ready

to fight for their country, for womanhood, and the sacred MYSM
teries. Other Orders, dating back many periods of time, under
differmt names and emblems, entertained the same high-minded,

cbivah'ic moth-rs.

The motto of the "Knights of the Garter," Honi soi qui mal
7 pmse:' tr.lnsbted reads, "Evil to him who evil thinks." Thi5
phrase felt from the lips of Edward HI, as he pinned the garter
(guard-her) to his ann. To the initiated, this motto taUs on a
detper meaning. In its most untted purity, it was used by
Knights centuries before the Christian Era.

The garter is a feminine emblem, supposedly unseen, un­
less by accident. A mishap to a noted Countess caused the
garter to become the insignia of one of the great Orders in bi5~

tory. The greatest movements of an age often appear accidental.
The Fleur-de-lis is also an emblem of woman, and most of the
symbols of the present, and earlier ages, are characteristic of the
"eternal feminine,"
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Centuries before Jesus walked the earth, members of sacred

and honorable Orders held the Iingum sacred. In time the lin­
gum worship became degraded, not by the members of those Or­

ders, bul by the people who came to undcrst:md something of the
outer mysteries, and degraded them. The faith of both Chris­
tian and Catholic devotees is symbolized by emblems of sex. The

Christian cross indicates the male, and the heart, that of the
opposite sex. Both erOS! and heart are creative, or Phallic, em­

blems.
There is nothing greater or higher in the Universe of God

than creative power. The power that can create can also recreate
and regenerate. 1£ we honor the Creator, why not the created,

creationl
All tbe wisdom-philosophy underlying the Knights of the

different Orders, and the mythologies, was based upon crcathoe

power.
Probably the most beautiful and purest of mythological

storitS, is that of Eros and Psyche, the storJ of the Soul and its
earth career. As all Sir Knights arc expected to read mythology,

it is not necessary to give details, but simply call attention to the

esotoric meaning of this supposed myth.
Aphrodite, (Vcnus), the fairest queen in the Greek Heaven

of the Immortal Gods, waS subject to pride and jealousy, and

demanded homage because of her sex and beauty.

Psyche, (the Soul) untainted by sin, was possessed of a
be3.uty far more attractivc and compclling than the mere phy­
sical beauty of Aphrodite. The inference is plain. The" were

rivals.
In her innocence, rsyche worshipped Artemis, (purity) the

deity of virgins. She had no desire 10 attend the festivals of
Aphrodite, the goddess of love and beauty, because she knew
not of love and beauty. This gave offence, not only to the

priestess, but to her parents 3S well.
The parents, called by us temptation, .which is the begin-
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ning of all knowledge, induced her to appear before the goddess
in all ber purity and innocence. The worship~rs fell do\',n
before ber. Such obeisance 10 another beauty roused the anger
and jealousy of Aphrodite. who vowed vengeance on the radiant
Psyche. Not having sinned. only listened to temptation, Psyche
was reall}' not subject to punishment. The Soul that listens to
the voice of Ihe flesh, is Dot nttessaril)' punished for that which
follows but, because of passive resistance, it pemlits itself further
temptation.

Aphrodite, symbol of earth-mother and procreation, resented
the adulation bestowed upon inna«nce. If the worship of men
turned from the priestess of love nnd passion to that which was
chaste and immaculate, how could she people the eanh ~d there­
by obtain new worshippers

Brooding over this condition, she called her son Eros,
(Cupid), the God of Love, that beautiful emotion which enters
into the heart of all created things, and bade him ~k Psyche
and arouse in her the desire of ]O"C and pnssion. She commanded
him to keep himself inviolate, not taking into consideration the
great law of the universe which demands a just return for all
things gi"cn or rccei,·ed. Eros, God of Love, the Law of Love
itself. relired to do his mother's bidding.

Meanwhile. Psyche was lamenting the fate of her loneli­
ness. The maidens about h~r were being taken in marriage,
while she, the fairest, was left uncourled. Like the soul that
listens to temptation, she had become an inhabitant of the realm
of unrest and longing. No longer single-minded in her worship
of Artemis, she was not yet possessed wilh the desire of IO\'e and
passion, that Slate of feeling that would Irnnsform the worship
of the gods into a longing to possess her. Eros was commissioned
to bring this about.

Th~ temptations not Ttsisted in the lif~ of th~ soul, bring
about the unhappiness to which it is subjected. But, at th~ sa.me
time, it is the fate of temptation to bequeath knowledge to the
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soul. Obedience to the t~pter results in wrong-doing and sor·
row, but it opens the way to wisdom and light

Before the edict of Aphrodite could be carried out, she de­
creM that Psyche should leave the abode of the gods. When
the soul, in its untried purity, listens 10 temptation, it closes the
doors of heaven against itself and must then prepare for its jour­
ney earthward. Death is its portion or, as Psyche was told, she
would espouse a monster.

When the soul first comes within the influence of the carth­
life, it is not conscious of the restrictions of malter, nor the laws
that confine it there. Psyche awoke to a new e::ristence. To her

surprise she found herself surrounded by a realm of beauty.
with the promised monster nowhere in sight. Dut her happiness,
her content was of a passive- nature, for though banished from
the heaven of innocence, she was not awakened to the power and
thra;ldom of passion. Not having actually sinned she was not
in possession of the knowledge of self. She heard the call of
love, but saw no fonn. In answer to her question, Eros ans­
werM that it was Love, her husand.

The perplend Psyche could not be satisfied with mere a5­
surances of love. The insistent call of the imprisoned soul for
knowledge, through all the senses, demanded recognition. She
must .ft~ love. Love without passion does not sati~fy mankind.
It is a state of feeling, undemonstratcd. The urge in man must

know, see, feel and J)Qssess.
Eros infonned Psyche that, be<:ause of an unalterahle rle­

ene, she would ne\·er behold his face. Only in darkness could
he come to her, only in secrecy could she know his embrace.

To :lccept love :lS it is offered, to live surrounded by love,
with thoughts unmixed with doubt or suspicion, would lift the
soul to the he::l.Ven of happiness and immortality. Man, in his
attempt to dissect and analyze. opens the way to grief and pain,
worry and fear, doubt and misfortune.

M. darkness fa.lls, or as the soul sinks deeper into the realm
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of matter, it rcds the prex:ntt of UJUem shapes about it. Feu
conlmds with Love, while pa.s$ion awaits nearby. But EroI,
Love, makes himself heard through the veil of 8esb, and wh.i.-­
peTS:

"Fear not, though the darltnes.s of night surround thee,
(flesh covering the !Oul) , 1 am with thee. My love shall sustain
and protcrt thee. No matter where thou goest, to heaven or hell,
thou art mine, my beloved, as I am thine, for I am Love, tbe
ddight of the world, the gi"cr of life."

With )O\'C in the soul there is nothing 10 fear. When the

soul i~ supported by love, evil is powerless. Lo\'c nOI only p:ives
life. not only bcIlUC:l.thes youth, health :md strength, but moulds
and pcrfl'ClS mankind.

As P,:ychc n:<-cived Eros. Love. a thrill of joy passed throu~h

ht'r. She opened her arms to the tender form of the lovely
youth, and cried: "Who art thou that lakes! pit}' on one doomed
to he a sacrifice to the most terrible monster of thc demons of
hell ?"

Eros answcred: "Fear not thc monster of whom the oracle
spoke. I am thy husband. I am he before whom both gods and
fiends have reason to tremble."

Love. supreme, is the husband of the SouL It ma}' lead its
spouse to the innennost shrine of heaven; its shado\\', lusl, may
lead to the lowest round of hell. So often mistaken for love, lust
rroms the earth, seducing, belr:lying, destro}'ing womanhood_
This unspobble evil was Ihe demon, the dragon, the monster
for which the Knights of the Grail wert banded together 10 slay.

Psyche, still fearful, replies: "Why, if thou art death, Ihat
fearful ruler of the land of shades, whom e,-en the mighty Zeus
dreads, why comest thou in so pleasing a disguise? Thy voice is
music, thy breath the perfume of roses, and the touch of thy lips
enraptures me. What shall I can thee?"

The answer of Eros, "Call me Love," is a light set in the
midst of darkness. Love dissipates the blackness and unreality
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of death, disinlcgr.l.tes carnal, sensual desires. The love-encir­
cled soul is able to resist destro)'ing passions. It slays the
dragon in its sacrifice to gain that which is real. Interpreted in
another way, Death, in the pleasing disguise of reward and re­
lease, kisses the lips of the weary, bids the Soul fear not, and
liberates it from the thraldom of earth.

Love presides at birth, for through it the Soul descends to
earth and its consequent experiences and lessons. Love presides
at de::l.th, for through it the Soul ascends to freedom, peace, joy.

"0 Love and Death, 0 Death and Love,
How wondrous kin ye arel
The Planet Venus thus at once
Is evening and morning star.

"0 Love and Death, 0 Death and Love,
Life ended, Life begun.
The sun may rise. the sun m:lY set,
'Tis still the self·same sun.

"Life's problem here at last is soh'ed.
Step in: the door's ajar.
o Love and Death, 0 Deatl! and Love,
How wondrous kin ye arc."

Psyche and Eros lived happily together, even tho the
strangeness of life caused her monentar), fear. The Soul, ~ur­

rounded by the dukness, the unrealit), of earth, seems bound to
question the promises of Love. Still, unless haunted by the
phantoms of doubt and suspicion, the Soul rctains a general
state of peace and happ:ness.

But as time passed, the variety and newness of love wancd.
Doubt and suspicion became easy to entertain. Eros granted
Psyche entire freedom in the selection of her guests, stipulating
only that he be not questioned. The generosity and goodness of
Eros roused the phantom!! to a more spirited action. They ur~ed

her to insist upon knowing whom her husband renlly was. Sur­
rounded by secrcqr, how did she know that hc was wholly hers.
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Could she depend upon him to supply her every need? With
these questions and infcrences, they opened the door to the most
deadly of the phantom sisterhood, jcalousy.

Thc carnal mind, insisting upon proofs that can be seen
and felt, rcfu5Cs "unseen \·erities." :-'lind. immersed in material­
ity, prefers a chaos of fact ::md objectivity, to a cosmos of har­
mony and beauty.

Eros, noting the perplexity, uncertainity, and unrcst of
Psyche following the visits of the ftends disguised as friends,
warned her. "I beseech thee to be on thy guard, not only for

the sake of our happiness, but because of the child, Immortality,
thou shall bear me. li thy guests importune, torment and worry
tllee to discover my identity, and thou succumb, I shall leave
thee. It is beyond my power to oppose the will of the gods."

Psyche replied that with him lle:u, happine"s em'eloped
her; his touch fdled her Wilh asp:ratiGn and truSI; his voice, as
the wings of faith, lifted her to the realms of peace and security.
Dut often she felt alone, and thc group of sisters, tho ugly, en­
tertained ller.

It came about that in(IUisitiveness and fear were added to
the brOCld that daily haumed the heart Psyche. Surrounded hy
their influence, Eros was helpless. Tho posse~sed oi the power
of the gods, LO;'e cannot dwell in the heart of suspicion.

At last, unaLie to resist the comhined influence of the dem­
ons, Psyche was persuaded to take her lamp, steal quietly into
the chamber of Eros and gale upon the face of her beloved. As
it Jay revealed, a drop of oil caused him to awaken.

At the instant of revelation, beholding a being of wondrous
youth and beauty, she knew her fe3r5, doubts and suspicions to
be groundless. At the moment of r~alilation that she had pos­
sessed all that heart and life could desire, because of a bro!:en
law, it was taken from her. The fiend of disobedience had com­
pleted her undoing.

"Psyche, Psyche, thou hast betrayed me. Now must I leave
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thee. Alone shalt thou suffer from the intrigues of thine cne·

mies."

Eros and rs)'chc parted. Love and Soul were divided. In
other words, Soul, because of questionings, unbeliefs, doubts, un·
rest, severed itself from the heaven of faith, peace, and happi­

ness. This is the story, (and the reason) of the pilgrimage of
the Soul on the earth-plane. How oflcn is this story repeated in
the homes of thousands today. Faith, security, happiness, bar­
tered for doubts, suspicions, jealousies.

Psyche, adrift, despairing, was bereft of all things but
hope. Having di~covered the destructi\·c power of evil thought,
she turned about 10 win back the love, the heaven, she had for­

feited.

To human justice, it would seem thtl! no\\' Aphrodit:.', (Oi­

.,-ine Law), would relent, ha\·ing witnessed the undoing of

Psyche. Not so. The pain and suffering and longing of r"ydl~

could in no wise mitigate her punishment. "Thou shalt by I/O

means come out thence, tjll thou hast paid the utlermost f:l.rth­

ing." To have reinstated Psyche among the gods would presup­
pose a powcr sreater thall Law which could nullify, or soften,
its ov:n edicts. Law is not annulled when :l.11 is lost through djs~

obedience. Through pain and tr.'.Yail docs onc grndually win

back. their lost estate.

Psyche called upon all the gods to aid her ill recovering

Love. Her prayers and supplications failed to reach that high
heaven, for a broken law becomes all impenetrable wall bctwc<.:i\

an entreaty and its fulfillment.

Hera, wife of Zeus, Queen of Heaven, and knowing 0111

things; that goddess who dwelt ncar earth and presidcd ovt:r

married life, pitied Psyche, saying: "Would that I could pre­
sent thy petition unto Zeus, mighty ruler of all men. That caa·

not be, for tIle word of Aphrodite is powerful, and her decrees
inviolable. Thou hast brought about this, thy fate. Endure
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the trials that shall come upon thee. Believe thou shalt dwell
again in hca\'en. Work out thine own salvation."

Ps),che, whosc onc desire was to recover the delight anti
h::l;lpincss of lhe p::lSI, endured the trials, accepted the punish­
Ill.:'nu, passed the tests imposed upon her. As the reality of the
~t:ltcment became apparent to her, that "To the Soul without
10\·~. all is empty nnd hopeless," she turned, as to a friend, to
the god of death, th:l.t monster whom she had most dreaded, and
begged him to take her to the rcalm of Hades. The perfonnance
of that journey was the eX!reme penance for disobedience. In
the willingness to suffer death; in the willingness to be purged
of all sin, she brought about her release. She had paid the
uaennost farthing.

Hearing of the voluntary journey of Psyche that she might
regain Love, Eros fiew to her :lSSistance, liberating her from the
Stygian slumber, awaking her 10 life, and love, and youth.

"Ah Psyche, thou almost perished to atone for thy fault.
Knowcst thou not that onl}' the gods can pass nnd repass lhe
Ri\'er Styx? To them it is a fountain of youth, but if mortal!\
drink of it, it binds them to the wheel of birth and death. The
gods recognize thy expiation and bid thee drink of this cup of
Immortality. "

Hnd PS}'che reproached Eros for her unhappiness; had she
refused to place the cause of her sin and suffering upon herse1i;
had she gh'en up the search for lost Love, the usual bte of man­
kind would have b«n hers. Unhappiness, pO'o"erty, worry, sick­
ness, stagnation, death are the result of cen.sing to search, to
struggle, 10 conquer.

The Soul forfeits Love and Immortality through disobe­
dience. It achieves Love and Immortality through faith and
trust and lo}'alty.

"Death is the problem of life, but Love is its solution."
The search of the incarnate Soul for Immortalitv throu",h. .,
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the instrUmentality of Love is typified in the search of Knight:'!
for the Golden Fleece, or the Holy Grail.

The legend of Eros and Psyche may be interpreted as .he
Soul in search of love and immortality enduring anguish and
suffering caused by the sins of fear, doubt, suspicion and di,;­
obedience. Other legends, as unfolded in this series, will outline
and reveal those inner meanings, the significations of which are
of importance to the students of knighthood and chivalry.

MERLIN
In the myths surrounding Kings Arthur and the Round

Table and of those Knights of the Holy Grail who were the
forerunners of the Order of the Garter and other knighthoods,
one particularly is worthy of interpretation, demonstrating as it
does, the use and abuse of power.

The slor)' of Merlin is \soon told:
":Mertin was the son of no mortal father, but of all Incu­

bus, one of a class of beings not absolutely wicked, but far from
good, who inhabited regions of the air. Merlin's mother was a
virtuous young woman, who, on the birth of her son, intrustc<:\
him to a priest, who hurried him 10 the baptismal fount, and
so saved him from sharing the lot of his father, though he re­
tained many marks of his unearthly origin.

ItAt this time Vortigcm reigned in Britain. He was :l.

usurper, who had caused the death of his sovereign, Moines, and
driven the two brothers of the late king, whose names were Uther
and Pendragon, into banishment Vortigern, who lived in con­
stant fear of the return of the rightful heirs of the kingdom,
began to erect a strong tower for defence. The edifice, when
brought by the workmen to a certain height, three times fell to
the ground, without any apparent cause. The king consulted
his astrologers on this wonderful event and learned from them
that it would be neceuary to bathe the corner-stone of the foun·
dation .with the blood of a child born without a mortal father.
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"In search for such an infant, Vortigem sent his messen­
gers all over the kingdom, and they, by accident discoverert
Merlin, whose lineage seemed to point him out as the individual
wanted. They took him to the king; but Merlin, young as he
was, explained to the king the absurdity of attempting to rescue
the fabric by such means, for he told him the true cause of the
instability of the tower was its being placed over the den f)f
two immense dragons whose combats shook the earth above them.
The king ordered his workmen to dig beneath the tower, and
when they had done so they discovered two enonnous serpents,
the one while as milk the other red as fire. The multitude lookd
01\ wilh amazement, till the serpents, slowly rising from the;r
uen, and cxpanrling their enormous folds, began the combat,
when everyone fled in terror, except Merlin, who stood Ly
clapping his hands and cheering on the conflict. The red dragon
was slain, and the white one, gliding through a cleft in the rock,
disappeared.

"These animals typified, as 11erlin afterwards cxplain:xl.
the invasion of Uthemnd Pcndragon, the rightful princes, who
soon after landed with a great army. Vortigren wns defeated,
and afterwards burned alive in the castle he had taken suth
pains to construct. On the dea.th of Vortigern, Pendragon
ascended the throne. 1"1erIin became his chief adviser, and often
assisted the king by his magical arts.

"Merlin, who knew the range of all their arts,
Had built the King his havens. ships and halls."

-Vivian.
"Merlin continued to be a favorite counsellor through the

reigns of Pendrngon, Uther, and Arthur, a.nd at last disappeared
from view, and was no more found a.mong men, through the
treachery of bis mistress, Viviane, the Fairy, which happened
in this wise.

"Merlin, having bealme enamoured of the fair Viviane, the
Lady of the Lake, was \veak enough to impart to her various int·
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portant secrets of his art, being impelled by fatal destiny, of
which he was at the same time fully aware. The lady, however,
was not content with his devotion, unbounded as it seems to have
been, but "cast about," the Romance tells us, how she might
"detain him for evermore," and one day addressed him in thc~c

tenns: "Sir,] would that we should make a fair place and a
suitable, so contrived by art and by cunning that it might never
be undone, and that you and I should be there in joy and solace."

"My lady," said Merlin, "I will do all this." "Sir," said she,
"I would not have you do it, but you shall teach me, and I will

do it, and then it will be morc to my mind." I grant you this,"
said Merlin. Then he began to devise, and the damsel put it
all in writing. And when he had devised the whole, then h~d .
the damsel full great joy, and showed him greater semblance of
love than she had ever before made, and they sojourned together
a long while. At length it fell out that, as they were going one
day hand in hand through the forest of Breceliande, they found a
bush of white-thorn, which was laden with flowers; and they seat­
ed themselves under the shade of this white.thom, upon the green
grass, and Merlin laid his head upon the damsel's lap, and fell
asleep. Then the damsel rose, and made a ring with her wimple
round the bush, and round Merlin, and began her enchan!·
ments, such as he himself had taught her; and nine times she
made the ring, and nine times she made the enchantment, and
then she went and sat down by him, and placed his head again
upon her lap.

"And when he awoke and looked round him, it seemed to
him that he was enclosed in the strongest tower in the world,
and laid upon a fair bed. Then said he to the dame: "My lady.
you have deceived me, unless you abide with me, for no one
hath power to unmake this tower but you alone." She then
promised she would be often there and in this she held her
covenant with him. And Merlin never went out of that tower
where his Mistress Viviane had enclosed him; but she entered
and went out again wh~ she listed.
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"Afler this event Merlin was never more known to bold
converse with any mortal but Vivi:me, except on one occasion.
Arthur, having for some time missed him from his court, sent
several of his knights in search of him, and, among the number,
Sir Gawain, who met with a very unpleasant adventure while
engaged in this quest. Happening to pass a damsel on his rood,
and neglecting to salute her, (as all true Knights should) she
revenged herself for his incivility by transforming him into :\
hideous dwarf. He was bewailing aloud his evil fortune as he
went through the forest of B~liande, when suddenly he heard
the voice of one groaning on his right hand; and, looking that
way, he could Sf:'e nothing save a kind of smoke, which seemed

like air, and through which he could not pass. Merlin then
addressed him from out of the smoke, and lold him by what
misadventure he was imprisoned there. "Ah sir," he added,
"you will never see me more, and thai grieves me, but I cannot
remedy it; 1 shall never more speak to )'ou, nor 10 any oth-:r
person, save only my mistress. But do thou hasten to King:
Arthur, and charge him for me to undertake, witllout delay, th>l
quest of the Sacred Graal The knight is already born, and has
received knighthood at his bands, who is destined to accomplish
the quest." And afta this he rornfoned Gawain under his tn.Il5­

formation, assuring him that be shoUld speedily be disch.anled;
and be predicted to bim that be should find the King at Ca.rduel,
in Wales, on his return, and that all the other knights who had
been on like quest would amve there the same day as himself.
And all this carne to pasa as Merlin had said."

INTERPRETATION

To those questioning the statement that men were ever born
half human, as it were, or that Merlin could be the son of 3n

earth maiden and an inhabitant of another sphere, are referred
to the Bible: "Sons of the gods, seeing that the daughten of
men were fair, had intercourse with them and cbilcln::n wue
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born." Throughout the Scriptures, Incubi, beings of the air,
arc: called gods.

The Soul, before it became submerged in matter, dwelt in
II. negative sphere, knowing neither good nor evil, never having
h:ul. experience. The Infinite allowed the Souls to incarnate in
flesh., that they might eat of the Tree of Life, and learn of li,e
and death, good and evil.

The Incubi, possessing nol the four elements, fire, air, earth
and wateT, cannot know immortality. But their children, through
the instrumentality of earth mothers, pass under "the law cf
humans," and having lived upon the earth, may receive the
blessing of immortality.

To SetUfC this great boon, the mother of Merlin summoned
the priest, that through the power of priestly invocation, he
might be bound to earth and earth conditions. It was believ~d

in those early days, and there is much truth back of the asser­
tion, that the influence of the church being invoked, was power­
ful enough to counteract, or at least neutralize, inherited evil
characteristics.

It proved impossible to erase all traces of Merlin's non­
earthly parentage, for he possessed an inate knowledge of the
mysteries, and also the power to use magic.

Vortigern, the usurper, who succeeded to the throne through
murder, was in league with the black magicians. He consulted
astrologers who prescribed a blood sacrifice to prevent furthl'r
disaster.

The early knighthoods consisted of two classes of men.
Those allied with the bleak magicians who resorted to blood
sacrifice, and other fiendish practices, to appease the gods, and
those who, seeking the Holy Grail, defended their religion, coun·
try, and womanhood.

The building of the tower and its demolition may be inter­
preted, in symbolic language, as man, in whom the higher and
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lo.....er principles are const<lntly in a struggle for supremacy. Red
signifies evil, while good is always represented by white.

]o,'[erlin, a Knight by birth, understanding both black :\11\1
while magic, advised Vorligem to free the two demons and allo',v
them to battle to the dealh. The fight ended in the V:l..nquishment
of the red dragon, or c\'iI, symbolic of the final event in ever.v
struggle bct\\'een good and evil forces. This was the beginning
of the downfall of Vortigem. Having depended upon e\oil for
support, he was left helpless at the death of his ally.

With the return of Uther and Pendragon and their armic~,

Vortigern was defeated and burned a1i\'e in his enstle. Trnn~·

bted, with the aid of symbolism, the defeat would read as follo\\'s:
EYi.~ry life de\'oted and upheld by evil forces, sooner or later,
faces de:itruedon. Whcll his race is run, the po.....ers of goort
forsake hilll, and evil continues the work of annihi1:J.tion. Ever-,'
I:uffi.'\n being is given the power of choosing whom he will serve
If he surrenders to evil he, nol God, pronounces his doom. "D!:!
thou :wengcst what men commit against themselves, seeing when
they sin against thee, they do wickedly agai'lJt their own sords,
:md iniquity gives itself the lie, by corrupting and pcrvertin~~

their nature," and the elld is darkness, death, destruction.
:\Icrlin, bceau~e of magical arts, was chief adviser to the

new king. White magic, in the knightly brotherhoods, was 3.

religion, scientiflc~Il}' l>ased on demonstrable laws, manifested
through im·ocations.

Though strong there W:lS onc weak spot in the armor of
Merlin. The beauty and scdudi\'eness of a woman brought him
to desolation. Through the weakne~ of his 10\'e nature, he per­
mitted himself to brenk the greatest of all oaths, thnt oath of
seerec)" t:-:ken by all Knights to protect the secrets of the Order,
even to the denth. The result was automatic. The law is in·
cxorable. Those ·.t:lIo betray shall be betrnycd. In trusting to
the love and loyalty of the woman those SC'Crcts commilled to his
keeping, he made her the executor of the decree of his oath.
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































