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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION 

ONE who undertakes to represent certain 
results of scientific spiritual research of the 
kind recorded in this book, must above all 

things be prepared to find that this kind of 
investigation is at the present time almost uni
versally regarded as impossible. For things are 
related in the following pages about which those 
who are to-d .. q esteemed exact thinkers assert that 
"~hey will probably remain altogether indetermin
able by human intelligence." One who knows 
and can respect the reasons which prompt many a 
serious person to assert this impossibility, would 
fain make the attempt again and again to show 
what misunderstandings are really at the bottom 
of the belief that it is not given to human know
'ledge to penetrate into the supcrphysical worlds. 

For two things present themselves for con
sideration. First, no human being will, on deeper 
reflection, be able in the long run to shut his eyes 
to the fact that his most important questions as 
to the meaning and significance of life must remain 
unanswered, if there be no access to higher worlds. 
Theoretically we may delude ourselves about 
this fact and so get away from it; the depths of 
the iOu1-life, however, will not tolerate such self
delusion. The person who will not listen to what 
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comes from these depths of the soul will naturally 
reject any account of supersensible worlds. There 
are however people-and thei,- number is not 
small-who find it impossible to remain deaf to 
the demands coming from the depths of the soul. 
They must always be knocking at the gates which, 
in the opinion of others, bar the way to what is 
''incomprehensible.'' 

Secondly, the statements of "exact thinkers" are 
on no account to be despised. Where they have 
to be taken seriously, one who occupies himself 
with them will thoroughly feel and appreciate this 
senousness. The writer of this book would not 
like to be taken for one who lightly disregards the 
enormous thought-labour which ha8 been expended 
on determining the limits of the human intellect. 
This thought-labour cannot be put aside "';_ith a 
few phrases about "academic wisdom" and the 
like. In many cases it has its source in true 
striving after knowledge and in genuine discern-
ment. Indeed, even more than this must be 
admitted; reasons have been brought forward to 
show that the knowledge which is to-day regarded 
as scientific cannot penetrate into supersensible 
worids, and these reasons are in a certain sense 
irrefutable. 

Now it may appear strange to many people 
that the writer of this book admits this freely, 
and yet undertakes to make statements about 
supersensible worlds. It seems indeed ahnost 
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impossible that a person should admit in a certain 
·sense the reasons why knowledge of superphysical 
worlds is unatt~inable, and should yet speak 
about those worlds. 

And yet it is possible to take this attitude, 
and at the same time to understand that it 
impresses others as being inconsistent. It is not 
given to every one to enter into the experiences 
we pass through when we approach supersensible 
realms with the human intellect. Then it turns 
out that intellectual proofs may certainly be 
irrefutable, and that notwithstanding this, they 
need not be decisive with regard to reality. 
Instead of all sorts of theoretical explanations, let 
us now try to make this comprehensible by a 
comparison. That comparisons are not in them
selves proofs is readily admitted, but this does not 
prevent their often making intelligible what has 
to be expressed. 

Human understanding, as it works in everyday 
life and in ordinary science, is actually so con
stituted that it cannot penetrate into super
physical worlds. This may be proved beyond the 
possibility of denial. Only this proof can have 
no more value as regards a certain kind of soul
life than the one attempting to show that man's 
natural eye cannot with its visual faculty penetrate 
to the smallest cells of a living being, or to the 
constitution of far-off celestial bodies. 

Just as the assertion is true and demonstrable 
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that the ordinary power of seeing does not pene
trate as far as the cells, so is the other assertion 
which maintains that ordinary knowledge cannot 
penetrate into supersensible worlds. And yet 
the proof that the ordinary power of vision has 
to stop short of the cells in no way excludes 
the investigation of cells. Why should the proof 
that the ordinary power of cognition has to stop 
short of supersensible worlds, decide anything 
against the possibility of investigating those 
worlds? 

One can be sensible of the feeling which this 
comparison may evoke in many people. One 
can even enter into the feelings of others who 
doubt if one who confronts the thought-labour 
mentioned above with such a comparison, has 
any idea whatever of the full seriousness of 
that labour. And yet the present writer is not 
only fully convinced of that seriousness, but is 
of opinion that that work of thought may be, 
numbered among the noblest achievements of 
humanity. To show that the human power of 
vision cannot reach the cells without the help 
of instruments, would surely be a useless under
taking; but in exact thinking, to become conscious 
of the nature of that thought is a necessary work 
of the mind. That one who devotes liimself to 
such work does not notice that reality may refute 
him, is only too natural. The preface to . this 
book can be no place for entering into many 
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refutations of the former editions, put forth by 
people who are entirely devoid of appreciation 
of what it strivei: after, or who direct their un
founded attacks against the personality of the 
author; but it must none the less be emphasized 
that depreciation in this book of serious scientific 
thought can be imputed to the author only by 
one who wishes to shut himself off from the spirit 
of what is expressed in it. 

Man's power of cognition may be augmented 
and made more powerful, just as the eye's power 
of vision m'ly be augmented. Only the means 
for strengthening the capacity of cognition are 
entirely of a spiritual nature; they are inner 
processes, belonging wholly to the soul. They 
consist of what is described in this book as medita
tion q,nd concentration (contemplation). Ordinary 
soul-life is bound up with the bodily organs; the 
strengthened soul-life liberates itself from these. 
There are schools of thought at the present time to 
which this assertion must appear quite senseless, 
to which it must seem based only on self-delusion. 
Those who think in this way will find it easy, from 
their point of view, to prove that 14 all soul-life" 
is bound up with the nervous system. One who 
occupies the standpoint from which this book has 
been written can thoroughly understand such 
proofs. He understands people who say that only 
supepiciality can assert that there may be some 
kind of soul-life independent of the body; and 
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who arc quite convinced that in such experiences 
of the soul there exists a connection with the life 
of the nervous system, which the "dilettantism of 
occult science" merely fails to detect~ 

Here certain quite comprehensible habits of 
thought are in such sharp contradiction to what 
has been described in this book, that there is as 
yet no prospect of coming to an understanding 
with many people. It is here that we come to 
the point where the wish must assert itself that it 
should no longer be a characteristic of mental 
culture in our time at once to decry as fanciful or 
visionary a method of research which abruptly 
deviates from its own. But on the other hand 
it is also a fact at the present tirr~e that a num
ber of people can appreciate the supersensible 
method of research, as it is represented in this 
book: people who understand that the meaning 
of life is not revealed in general phrases about 
the soul, self, and so on, but can only result 
from really entering into the facts of superphysi
cal research. 

Not from lack of modesty, but with a sense of 
joyful satisfaction, does the author of this book 
keenly feel the necessity for this fourth edition 
after a comparatively short time. He is prevented 
from immodestly emphasizing this by the feeling 
that even this new edition falls far short of what 
it should really be as an outline of a S\tper
sensible conception of the world. The whole 
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book has once more been revised for the new 
edition, much supplementary matter has been 
inserted at important points, and elucidations 
have been attempted. But in numerous passages 
the author has realized how poor the means of 
representation accessible to him prove to be in 
comparison with what superphysical research 
discovers. Thus it was scarcely possible to do 
more than point out the way in which to reach 
conceptions of the events described in this book 
as the Saturn, Sun, and Moon evolutions. An 
important afpect of this subject has been briefly 
remodelled in this edition. But experiences in 
relation to such thip.gs diverge so widely from all 
experiences in the realm of sense, that their 
representation necessitates a continual striving 
after expressions which may be, at least in some 
measure, adequate. One who is willing to enter 
into the attempt at representation which has here 
2een made, will perhaps notice that in the case 
of many things which cannot possibly be expressed 
by mere words, the endeavour has been made to 
convey them by the manner of the description. 
This manner is, for instance, different in the 
account of the Saturn evolution from that used 
for the Sun evolution, and so on. 

Much complementary and additional matter 
has been inserted in this edition in the part which 
deals with "Perception of the Higher Worlds." 
The endeavour has been made to represent in a 
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graphic ~ay the kind of inner soul-processes by 
which the power of cognition liberates itself from 
the limits which confine it in the world of sense and 
qualifies itself for experiencing the supersensible 
world. The attempt has been made to show that 
these experiences, though gained by entirely 
inner ways and methods, have yet a not merely 
subjective significance for the individual person 
who gains them. The description attempts to 
show that within the soul its separateness and 
personal peculiarities are stripped away, and that 
it attains to experiences which every human being 
has in the same way, who rightly works out his 
development from his subjective experiences. It 
is only when "kn<?wledge of supers~nsible worlds" 
is thought of as bearing this character that it may 
be differentiated from old experiences of merely 

·• 
subjective mysticism. Of this mysticism it may 
be said that it is after all more or less a subjective 
concern of the mystic. The scientific spiritua.1 
training of the soul, however, as it is described 
here, strives after objective experiences, the truth 
of which, although recognized in an entirely 
inward way, may yet, for that very reason, be 
found to be universally valid. This again is a 
point on which it is very difficult to come to an 
understanding with many of the habits of thought 
of our time. 

In conclusion, the author would like to observe 
that it would be well if even the sympathetic 
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reader of the book would take its statements 
exactly as they stand. At the present time there 
is a very prevalel\t tendency to give this or that 
spiritual m<hement an historical name, and to 
many it is only such a name that seems to make 
it valuable. But, it may be asked, what would 
the statements in this book gain by being denom
inated "Rosicrucian," or anything else of ~he 
kind? What is of importance is that in this book 
a glance into supersensible worlds is attempted 
with the means which in our present period of 
evolution are, possible and suitable for the hu
man soul; and that from this point of view the 
problems of human destiny and human existence 
are considered beyond the limits of birth and 
death. The question is not to find a name, but 
to find truth. 

On the other hand, designations have also been 
used, with hostile intention, for the conception of 
the universe represented in this book. Leaving 
• out of account that those which were intended to 

strike and discredit the author most heavily are 
absurd and objectively untrue, these designations 
are stamped as unworthy by the fact that they 
disparage a fully independent search for truth; 
because the aggressors do not judge it on its own 
merits, but try to impose on others, as a judgment 
of these investigations, erroneous ideas as to their 
dependence on this or that tradition, -ideas 
which ·they have invented, or adopted from others 
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without reason. However necessary these words 
are in face of the many attacks on the author, it 
is yet repugnant to him m tbis place to enter· 
further into the matter. 

RUDOLF STEINER 
June, 1913. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE CHARACTER OF OCCULT SCIENCE 

AT the present time the words "occult sci
ence" are apt to arouse the most divergent 
feelings. Upon some people they work 

like a magic charm, like the announcement of 
something to which t 1-iey feel attracted by the 
innermost powers of their soul; to others there 
is in the words something repellent, calling forth 
contempt, derision, or a compassionate smile. By 
many, occult science is looked upon as a lofty goal 
of human effort, the crown of all other knowledge 
and c·ognition; others, who are devoting them
selves with the greatest earnestness and noble 
love of truth to that which appears to them true 
science, deem occult science mere idle dreaming 
and fantasy, in the same category with what is 
called superstition. To some, occult science is 
like a light without which life would be valueless; 
to others, it represents a spiritual danger, calcu
lated to lead astray immature minds and weak 
souls, while between these two extremes is to be 
found every possible intermediate shade of opinion. 

Strange feelings are awakened in one who has 
attained a certain impartiality of judgment in 

2 
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regard to occult science, its adherents and its 
opponents, when he sees how people, undoubtedly 
possessed of a genuine feeling for freedom in many 
matters, become intolerant when they meet with 
this particular line of thought. And an unpre
judiced observer will scarcely fail in this case to 
admit that what attracts many adherents of 
occult science-or occultism-is nothing but the 
fatal craving for '\vhat is unknown and mysterious, 
or even vague. And he will also be ready to own 
that there is much cogency in the reasons put 
forward against what is fantastic and visionary by 
serious opponents of the cause in question. In 
fact, one who studies occult science will do well 
not to lose sight of the fact that the impulse toward 
the mysterious leads many people on a vain chase 
after worthless and dangerous will-o'-the-wi~ps. 

Even though the occult scientist keeps a watch
ful eye on all errors and vagaries on the part of 
adherents of his views, and on all justifiabte 
antagonism, there are yet reasons which hold 
him back from the immediate defence of his own 
efforts and aspirations. These reasons will become 
apparent to any one entering more deeply into 
occult science. It would therefore be super
fluous to discuss them here. If they were cited 
before the threshold of this science had been 
crossed, they would not suffice to convince one 
who, held back by irresistible repugnance, r.efuses 
to cross that threshold. But to one who effects 
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an entry, the reasons will soon manifest them
selves from within, with unmistakable clearness. 
This much, howe~er, implies that the reasons in 
question potnt to a certain attitude as the only 
right one for an occult scientist. He avoids, as 
much as he possibly can, any kind of outward 
defence or conflict, and lets the cause speak for 
itself. He simply puts forward occult science; 
and in what it has to say about various matters 
he shows how his knowledge is related to other 
departments of life and science, what antagonism 
it may encounter, anC.: in what way reality wit
nesses to the truth of his cognitions. He knows 
that an attempted vindication would, not merely 
on account of current <lefective thinking but by 
virtue of a certain inner necessity, lead into the 
domaip. of artful persuasion; and he desires noth
ing else than to let occult science work its own 
way quite independently . 
• The first point in occult science is by no means 

the advancing of assertions or opinions which 
are to be proved, but the communication, in a 
purely narrative form, of experiences which are 
to be met with in a world other than the one that 
is to be seen with physical eyes and touched with 
physical hands. And further, it is an important 
point that through this science the methods are 
described by which man may verify for himself 
the tr~th of such communications. For one who 
makes a serious study of genuine occult science 
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will soon find that thereby much becomes changed 
in the conceptions and ideas which are formed
and rightly formed-in other .<;pheres of life. A 
wholly new conception necessarily arises also 
about what has hitherto been called a "proof." 
\Ve come to see that in certain domains such a 
word loses its usual meaning, and that there are 
other grounds for insight and understanding than 
"procfs" of this kind. 

All occult science is born from two thoughts, 
which may take root in any human being. To 
the occult scientist these thoughts express facts 
which may be experienced if the right methods 
for the purpose are used. But to many people 
these same thoughts represent highly dispu:able 
assertions, which may arouse fierce contention, 
even if they are not regarded as something_ which 
may be ''proved" impossible. 

These two thoughts arc, first, that behind the 
visible world there is another, the world invisible, .. 
which is hidden from the senses and from thought 
that is fettered by those senses; and secondly, 
that it is possible for man to penetrate into that 
unseen \Vorld by developing certain faculties 
dormant within him. 

Some will say that there is no such hidden 
world. The world perceived by man through his 
senses is the only one. Its enigmas can be 
solved out of itself. Even if man is still ve.ry far 
from being able to answer all the questions of 
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existence, the time will certainly come when sense
experience and the science based upon it will be 
able to give. the ~nswers to all such questions. 

Others say that it cannot be asserted that there 
is no unseen world behind the visible one, but that 
human powers of perception are not able to pene
trate into that world. Those powers have bounds 
which they cannot pass. Faith, with its urgent 
cravings, may take refuge in such a world; but 
true science, based on ascertained facts, can have 
nothing to do with it. 

A third section looks upon it as a kind of pre
sumption for man to attempt to penetrate, by 
his own cognitive efforts, into a domain with 
regard to which he should give up all claim to 
knowledge and be content \Vith faith. The adher
ents ci this view feel it to ue wrong for weak 
human beings to wish to force their way into a 
world which can belong only to religious life. 
• It is also allcgccJ that a comrnnn knowledge of 

the facts of the sense-world is possible for mankind, 
but that in regard to supersensible things it can 
be merely a question of the individual's personal 
opinion, and that in these matters there can be 
no possibility of a certainty universally recognized. 
And many other assertions are made on the subject. 

The occult scientist has convinced himself 
that a survey of the visible world propounds 
enigmas to man which can never be solved out 
of the facts of that world itself. Their solution 
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in this way will never be possible, however far 
knowledge of those facts may advance. For 
visible facts plainly point, through their own 
inner nature, to the existence of a hidden world. 
One who does not see this closes his eyes to the 
problems which obviously spring up everywhere 
out of the facts of the sense-world. He refuses 
to see certain problems and enigmas, and there
fore thinks that all questions can be answered 
through facts pertaining to the senses. The 
questions which he is willing to ask are all capable 
of being answered by the facts \vhich he is con
vinced will be discovered in the course of time. 
Every genuine occultist admits this. But why 
should one who asks no questions expect answers 
on certain subjects? The occult scientist say_s 
nothing else than that to him such questioning 
is natural. ancl must he regarded as a wholly 
justifiable expression of the human soul. Science 
is surely not to be confined within limits which 
prohibit impartial inquiry. 

The (1pinion that there arc bounds to human 
knmvkdge which it is impossible to pass, com
pelling man to stop short of the world invisible, 
is thus met by the occult scientist: he says that 
there can exist no manner of doubt that it is 
impossible to penetrate into the unseen world 
by means of the kind of cognition here meant. 
One who considers it the only kind can. come to 
no other opinion than that man is not permitted 
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to penetrate into a possibly existing higher world. 
But the occult scientist goes on to say that it is 
possible to develop a different sort of cognition, 
and that thi; leatls into the unseen world. If this 
kind of cognition is held to be impossible, we 
arrive at a point of view from which any mention 
of an invisible world appears as sheer nonsense. 
But to an unbiasscd judgment there can be no 
basis for such an opinion as this, except that its 
adherent is a stranger to that other kind of cogni
tion. But how can a person form an opinion 
about a subject of which he declares himself 
ignorant? Occult science must in this case main
tain the principle that people should speak only 
of what they know, and should not make asser
tions about anything of which they are ignorant. 
It ca:IJ. only recognize every man's right to com
municate his own experiences, not every man's 
right to declare the impossibility of "\vhat he does 
"Q.ot, or will not, know. The occult scientist dis
putes no one's right to ignore the invisible world; 
but there can be no real reason why a person 
should declare himself an authority not only on 
what he may know but also on things considered 
unknowable. 

To those who say that it is presumption to 
penetrate into unseen regions, the occult scientist 
would merely point out that this ran be done, 
and that it is sinning against the faculties with 
which man has been endowed if he allows them 
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to waste instead of developing and using them. 
But he who thinks that views about the unseen 

world are necessarily wholly dzpenqent on per
sonal opinion and feeling is denying the common 
base of all human beings. Even though it is 
true that every one must find light on these things 
within himself, it is also a fact that all those who 
go far enough arrive at the same, not at different, 
conclusions regarding them. Differences exist 
only so long as people will not approach the high
es~ truths by the well-tested path of occult science, 
bnt attempt ways of their own choosing. Genuine 
occult science will certainly fully admit that 
only one who has followed, or at any rate has 
begun to follow, the path of occult science is in 
a position to recognize it as the right one. But 
all those who follow that path will recogni.ze its 
rightness, and have ever done so. 

The path to occult knowledge will be found, 
at the fitting moment, by every human being 
who discerns in what is visible the presence of 
something unseen, or who even but dimly sur
mises or divines it; and who, from his conscious
ness that powers of cognition arc capable of 
development, is driven to the feeling that what is 
hidden may be unveiled to him. One who is 
drawn to occult science by such experiences of 
the soul will find opening up before him not only 
the prospect of finding the answers to certain 
questions which press upon him, but the further 
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prospect of overcoming everything which hampers 
and enfeebles his life. And in a certain higher 
sense it imwies a•weakening of life, in fact a death 
of the soul, when a person is compelled to turn 
away from, or to deny, the unseen. Indeed, 
under certain circumstances despair is the result 
of a man's losing all hope of having the invisible 
revealed to him. This death and despair, in 
their manifold forms, are at the same time inner 
spiritual foes of occult science. They make their 
appearance when a ucrson's inner force is dwin
dling away. In that case, if he is to possess any 
vital force it must be supplied to him from without. 
He perceives the things, beings, and events which 
approach his organs of sense, and analyzes them 
with his intellect. They afford him pleasure 
and J>ain, and impel him to the actions of which 
he is capable. For a while he may go on in this 
way: but at length he must reach a point at which 
he inwardly dies. For that v.rhich may thus Ge 
extracted for man from the outer world, becomes 
exhausted. This is not a statement arising from 
the personal experience of one imlividual, but 
something resulting from an impartial survey of 
the whole of human life. That which secures 
life from exhaustion lies in the unseen world, 
deep at the roots of things. If a person loses 
the power of descending into those depths, so 
that• he cannot be perpetually drawing fresh 
vitality from them, in the encl the outer world 
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of things also ceases to yield him anything of a 
vivifying nature. 

It is by no means the case tl'iat only the indi
vidual and his personal weal and woe are con
cerned. Through occult science man gains the 
co1wiction that from a higher standpoint the 
weal and woe of the individual arc intimately 
bound up with the weal or woe of the whole world. 
This is a means by which man comes to see 
that he is inflicting an injury on the whole world 
and every being within it if he does not develop 
his own powers in the right way. If a man makes 
his life desolate by losing touch with the unseen, 
he not only destroys in his inner self something, 
the decay of which may eventually drive him to 
despair, but through his weakness he constitutes 
a hindrance to the evolution of the whole world 
in which he lives. 

Now man may delude himself. He may yield 
to the belief that there is nothing invisible, and 
that that which is manifest to his senses and intel
lect contains everything which can possibly exist. 
But such an illusion is only possible on the surface 
of consciousness and not in its depths. Feeling 
and desire do not yield to this delusive belief. 
They will be perpetually craving, in one way or 
another, for that which is invisible. And if this 
is withheld, they drive man into doubt, into 
uncertainty about life, or even into despair. 
Occult science, by making manifest what is unseen, 
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is calculated to overcome all hopelessness, uncer
tainty, an<l dcspair,-evcrything, in short, which 
weakens lif'i and •makes it unfit for its necessary 
service in the universe. 

The beneficent effect of occult science is that 
it not only satisfies man's thirst for knowledge 
but gives strength and stability to life. The 
source whence the occult scientist draws his 
power for work and his confidence in life is inex
haustible. Any one who has once had recourse 
to that fount will always, on revisiting it, go 
forth with renewed vigour. 

There are people who will not hear anything 
about occult science, because they think they 
discern something unhealthful in what has just 
been said. These people are quite right as regan.ls 
the snrfacc and outer aspect of life. They do 
not desire that to be stunted which life in its so
called reality offers. They sec weakness in man's 
t'"l.1.rning away from reality and seeking his welfare 
in an unseen world which to them is synonymous 
with what is chimerical and visionary. If as 
occult scientists vvc do not desire to fall into 
morbid dreaming and weakness, we must admit 
that such objections are partially justified. For 
they are founded upon sound judgment, which 
lea<ls to a half truth instead of a whole truth 
merely because it does not penetrate to the roots 
of thmgs, but remains on the surface. If occult 
science were calculated to weaken life and estrange 



r2 AN OUTLINE OF OCCULT SCIENCE 

man from true reality, such objections would 
certainly be strong enough to cut the ground 
from under the feet of those• who . follow this 
spiritual line of life. But even in regard to such 
opinions as these, occult science would not be 
taking the right course in defernling itself in the 
ordinary sense of the words. Even in this case 
it can only speak by means of what it gives to 
those who really penetrate into its meaning, 
that is, by the real force and vitality which it 
bestows. It does not weaken life, but strengthens 
it, because it equips man not only with the forces 
of the manifest world but with those of the invis
ible world of which the manifest is the effect. 
Thus it <loes not imply an impoverishment, but 
an enrichment, of hfc. The true occult scientist 
does not stand aloof from the world, bu.t is a 
lover of reality, because he does not desire to 
enjoy the unseen in a remote <lream-world, but 
finds his happiness in bringing the world evor 
fresh supplies of force from the invisible sources 
whence this very worlcl is derived, and from which 
it must be continually drawing fertilizing power. 

Some people find many obstacles on the path 
of occult science, when they enter upon it. One 
of these is expressed in the fact that a person, 
attempting to take the first steps, is sometimes 
discouraged because at the outset he is introduced 
to the details of the supersensiblc world, in. order 
that he may, with entire patience and devotion, 
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become acquainted with them. A series of com
munications is made to him about the invisible 
nature of Illan, about certain definite occurrences 
in the kingdom of which death opens the portals, 
and about the evolution of man, the earth, and 
the entire solar system. What he expected was 
to enter the supersensible world easily, at a bound. 
Now he is heard to say: "Everything which I 
am told to study is food for my mind, but leaves 
my soul cold. I am seeking the deepening of my 
soul-life. I want to find myself within. I am 
seeking something that will lift my soul into 
the sphere of the divine, leading it to its true 
home; I do not want information about human 
nature and worl<.1-processes." People who talk 
in this way have no idea that by such feelings they 
are barring the door against what they are really 
seeking. For it is just when, with a fn~e and 
open mind, in self-surrender and patience, they 
assimilate what they call "merely" food for the 
intellect, it is then and then only that they will 
find that for which their souls are athirst. That 
road leads the soul to union with the divine, 
which brings the soul knowledge of the works 
of the divine. • The uplifting of the heart is the 
result of learning to know about the creations of 
the spirit. 

On this account occult science must begin 
by imparting the information which throws light 
on the realms of the spiritual world. So too in 
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this book we shall begin with what can be unveiled 
from unseen worlds through the methods of occult 
research. That which is mortal in man, and 
that which is immortal, ,vill be described in their 
connection with the world of which he is a member. 

Then will folhw :i. description of the methods 
by ,vhich man is able to develop those powers 
of cognition latent within him, which will lead 
him into that world. As much will be said about 
the methods as is at present possible in a work 
of this kind. It seems natural to think that 
these methods should be dealt with first. For 
it seems as though the' main point would be to 
acquaint man with ,vhat may bring him, by means 
of his own powers, to the desired view of the higher 
world. ~Iany may say, "Of what use is it for 
me that others tell me ·what they know a.bout 
higher worlds: I wish to sec tllC'm for myself." 

The fact of the matter is that for really fruitful 
experience of the mysteries of the unseen world,. 
previous knowledge of certain facts belonging to 
that world is absolutely necessary. Why this is 
so will sufficiently appear from what follows. 

It is a mistake to think that the truths of occult 
science which arc imparted by those qualified to 
do so, before they speak about the methods for 
penetrating into the spiritual world itself, can 
be understood and grasped only by means of the 
higher vision which results from developing. cer
tain powers latent in man. This is not the case. 
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For investigating and discovering the mysteries 
of a supersensible world, that higher sight is 
essential. No 0-1,e is able to discover the facts 
of the unseen world without the clairvoyance 
which is synonymous with that higher vision. 
But if when discovered they are related, every 
one who applies to them the full range of his 
ordinary intellect and unprejudiced powers of 
judgment will be able to understand them and 
to rise to a high degree of conviction concerning 
them. One who maintains that the mysteries 
are incomprehensib1e to him, does not do so 
because he is not yet clairvoyant, but because 
he has not yet succeeded in bringing into activity 
those powers of cognition which may be possessed 
by every one, even without clairvoyance. 

A pew method of putting forward these matters 
consists in so describing them, after they have 
been clairvoyantly investigated, that they are 

.quite accessible to the faculty of judgment. If 
only people do not shut themselves off by preju
dice, there is no obstacle to arriving at a convic
tion, even without higher vision. It is true that 
many will find that the new method of present
ment, as given in this book, is far from corre
sponding to their customary ways of forming an 
opm1on. But any objection due to this will soon 
disappear if one takes the trouble to follow out 
his ~ustomary methods to their final consequences. 

When, by an extended application of ordinary 
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thought, a certain number of the higher mysteries 
have been assimilated and found intelligible, by 
any one, then the right moment ,has come for the 
methods of occult research to be applied to his 
individual personality: these will give him access 
to the unseen world. 

Nor will any genuine scientist be able to find 
contraJirtion, in spirit and true reality, between 
his science, which is built upon the facts of the 
sense-world, and the way in which occult science 
carries on its researches. The scientist uses cer
tain instruments and methods. He constructs 
his instruments by working upon what "nature" 
gives him. Occult science also uses an instrument, 
but in this case the instrument is man himself. 
And that instrument too must first be prepared 
for that higher research. The faculties and 
pcrwers given to man by nature at the otitset, 
without his cooperation, must be transformed 
into higher ones. In this way man is able to 
make himself into an instrument for the inves
tigation of the unseen world. 



CHAPTER II 
• 

~HE NATURE OF MAN 

CONSIDERING man in the light of occult 
science, we are at once reminded of its 
general characteristics. It rests upon the 

recognition of a hidden something behind that 
which is manifest to the outer senses and to the 
intellect brought to bear upon their perceptions. 
These senses and tfos intellect can apprehend only 
a part of all that wJ1ich occult science unveils as 
the total human entity, and this part is what 
occult science calls the physical body. In order 
to throw light on its conception of this body, 
occult science ~1t first directs attention to a 
phenotnenon which confronts all observers of life 
like a great riddle,-- the phenomenon of death,
and in connection with it occult science points to 
s"-called inanimate nature, the mineral kingdom. 
We are thus referred to facts which it devolves 
on occult science to explain, and to which an im
portant part of this work must be devoted. But 
to begin with, only a few points will be touched 
upon, by way of giving an idea of the bearings 
of the subject. 

Within manifested nature the physical body, ac
cording to occult science, is that part of man which 
is of .the same nature as the mineral kingdom. 

17 
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On the other hand, that which distinguishes man 
from minerals is considered as not being part 
of the physical body. From. the occult point 
of view, what is of supreme importance is the 
fact that death separates from the human being 
that which, duriug life, is of like nature with 
the mineral world. Occult science points to the 
dead body as that part of man which is found 
existing in the same way in the mineral kingdom. 
It lays strong emphasis on the fact that in that 
principle of human nature which it looks upon as 
the physical body, and which death reduces to a 
corpse, the same materials and forces are at work 
as in the mineral realm; but no less emphasis is 
laid on the fact that at death disintegration of the 
physical body sets in. Occult science therefore 
says: "It is true that the same material_s and 
forces are at work in the physical body as in the 
mineral, but during life their activity is placed at 
the disposal of something higher. They arc le:(.t 
to themselves only when death occurs. Then 
they act, as in conformity with their own nature 
they must, as decomposers of the physical body." 

Thus a sharp distinction must be drawn between 
the manifested and the hidden elements in man. 
For during life, that which is hidden from view 
has to wage perpetual war on the materials and 
forces of the mineral world. This indicates the 
point at which occult science steps in. It }}as to 
characterize that which wages the war alluded 
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to,- a principle which is hidden from sense-obser
vation. Clairvoyant sight alone can reveal its 
workings. How man arrives at becoming aware 

• of this hidden element as plainly as his ordinary 
eyes sec the phenomena of sense, will be described 
in a later part of this book. Results of clair
voyant observation will be given now for the 
reason already pointed out in the preceding pages, 
that is, that communications about the way in 
which the higher sight is obtained can only be of 
value to the studel't when he has first become 
acquainted, in the form of a narrative, with the 
results of clairvoyant research. For in this sphere 
it is quite possible to understand things which one 
is not yet able to observe. Indeed, the right path 
to higher vision starts with understanding. 

Now although the hidden something which 
wages war on the disintegration of the physical 
body can be observed only by the higher sight, it 
i~ plainly visible in its effects to the human faculty 
of judgment which is limited to the manifested 
world; and these effects are expressed in the form 
or shape in which mineral materials and forces are 
combined during life. When death has intervened, 
the form disappears little by little, and the physi
cal body becomes part of the rest of the mineral 
world. But the clairvoyant is able to observe, 
as an independent principle of human nature, that 
whicb, while life lasts, prevents the physical 
materials and forces from pursuing their natural 
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course; which would lead to the dissolution of the 
physical body. He calls this independent principle 
the etheric or vital body. • • 

If misunderstandings are not to arise at the 
outset, two things must be borne in mind in con
nection with this account of a second principle of 
human nature. The word "ethcric" is used here 
in a different sense from that of modern physics, 
which designates as "ether" the medium by which 
light is transmitted. In occult science the use of 
the word is limited to the sense given above. It 
denotes that which is accessible to higher sight, 
and can be knm,·n to physical observation only 
by its effects, that is, by its power of giving a 
definite form or shape to the mineral materials and 
forces present in the physical body. Again, the 
use of the word ''body'' must not be misunder
stood. It is necessary to use the words of every
day language in describing things on a higher 
plane of existence, and these terms, when applied 
to sense-observation, express only what is physical. 
The etheric body has, of course, nothing of a 
bodily nature in the physical sense, however 
ethereal we might imagine such a body to be. 

Directly the occultist comes to the mention of 
this etheric or vital body, he reaches the point at 
which he is bound to encounter the opposition of 
many contemporary opinions. The development 
of the human mind has been such that the mention 
of such a principle of human nature is necessarily 
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looked upon as unscientific. The materialistic 
way of thinking has arrived at the conclusion that 
there is notlting oo be seen in a living body but a 
combination of physical substances and forces such 
as are also found in the so-called inanimate body 
of the mineral, the only difference being that 
they are more complicated in the living than in 
the lifeless body. Yet it is not very long since 
other views were held even by official science. 

It is evident to any one who studies the works 
of many earnest me., of science, produced during 
the first half of the nineteenth century, that at 
that time many a genuine investigator of nature 
was conscious of some factor acting within the 
living body other than in the lifeless mineral. It 
was termed "vital force." It is true this vital 
force.is not represented as being what has been 
above characterized as the vital body, but under
lying the conception was a dim idea of the existence 
()f such a body. The vital force was generally 
regarded as something which in a living body was 
united with physical matter and forces in the 
same way as the force of a magnet unites itself 
with iron. Then came the time ,vhen vital force 
was banished from the domain of science. :Mere 
physical and chemical causes were accounted all
sufficient. 

At the present moment, however, there is a 
reaction in this respect in some scientific quarters. 
It is sometimes conceded that the hypothesis of 
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something of the nature of a "vital force" is 
not pure nonsense. Yet even the scientist who 
concedes this much is not willing to m.:ike common 
cause with the occultist with regard to the vital 
body. As a rule, it serves no useful purpose to 
enter upon a discussion of such views from the 
standpoint of occult science. It should be much 
more the concern of the occultist to recognize 
that the materialistic way of thinking is a necessary 
concomitant phenomenon of the great advance of 
natural science in our day. This advance is due 
to the vast improvements in the instnunents used 
in sense-observation. And it is in the very nature 
of man to bring some of his faculties to a cc:-tain 
degree of perfection at the expense of others. 
Exact sense-observation, which has been evolved 
to such an important extent by natural science, 
was bound to leave in the background the cultiva
tion of those human faculties which lead into the 
hidden worlds. But the time has come when this 
cultivation is once more necessary; aml recogni
tion of the invisible will not be won by combating 
opinions which arc the logical outcome of a denial 
of its existence, but rather by setting the invisible 
in the right light. Then it will be recognized by 
those for whom the "-time has come." 

It was necessary to say this much, in order that 
it might not be assumed that occult science is 
ignorant of the standpoint of natural science when 
mention is made of an "etheric body," which in 
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many circles must necessarily be considered as 
purely imaginary. 

The ethetjc bod.y is thus the second principle 
of human nature. For the clairvoyant it possesses 
a higher degree of reality than the physical body. 
A description of how it is seen by the clairvoyant 
can be given only in a later part of this book, when 
the sense in which such descriptions are to be 
taken will become manifest. For the present it 
will be enough to say that the etheric body inter
penetrates the physicq,l body in all its parts, and 
is to be regarded as a kind of architect of the latter. 
All the physical organs are maintained in their 
form and shape by the currents and movements 
of the ethcric body. The physical heart is based 

. upon an etheric heart, the physical brain upon an 
etheri~ brain, and so on. The etheric body is or
ganized exactly like the physical, with this differ
ence, that in the ethcric body the parts flow into 
one another in active movement, whereas in the 
physical body they are separated from each other. 

Man has this etheric body in common with all 
plants, just as he has the physical body in com
mon with minerals. Everything living has its 
etheric body. 

The study of occult science proceeds upwards 
from the etheric body to another principle of 
human nature. To aid in the formation of an 
idea 0£ this principle, it draws attention to the 
phenomenon of sleep, just as in connection with 
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the etheric body it drew attention to death. All 
human work, so far as the manifested world is 
concerned, is dependent on acti .rity c\,uring waking 
life. But that activity is possible only so long as 
man is able to recuperate his exhausted forces by 
sleep. Action and thought disappear, pain and 
pleasure fade away during sleep, and on man's 
reawaking, his conscious powers ascend from the 
unconsciousness of sleep as though from hidden 
mysterious sources of energy. It is the same 
consciousness which sinks down into dim depths 
on falling asleep and ascends from them again 
on rea waking. 

That which brings life up out of the state of 
unconsciousness is, according to occult science, 
the third principle of human nature. It is called 
the astral body. Just as the physical body r:annot 
keep its form by means of the mineral substances 
and forces it contains, but must, in order to keep 
them together, Le intcrpcnetrated Ly. the etheric 
body, so it is impossible for the forces of the 
ethcric body of themselves to be irradiated with 
the light of consciousness. An etheric Lo<ly left 
to its own resources would be in a permanent 
state of sleep.' An etheric body awake is irra
diated by an astral body. 'f.he effect of this 
astral body seems to sense-observation to dis
appear when man falls asleep; to clairvoyant 

I We may also sny, it coultl only live the life of a plan"t in the 
physical body. 
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observation it is still present, with the difference 
that it appears separated from or drawn out of 
the etheric body.• Sense-observation has nothing • to do with the astral body itself, but only with 
its effects in the manifested world, and these cease 
to be visible during sleep. In the same sense in 
which man possesses his physical body in common 
with minerals and his etheric body in common with 
plants, he resembles animals as regards his astral 
body. 

Plants are in a permanent state of sleep. One 
who does not judge accurately in these matters may 
easily make the mistake of attributing to plants 
the same kind of consciousness as that of animals 
and human beings in the waking state; but this 
assumption can only be due to an inaccurate 
conceution of consciousness. In that case it is 
said that if an external stimulus is applied to a 
plant, it responds hy certain movements, as would 
tlJ1 animal. The sensitiveness of some plants is 
spoken of, --for example, of those which contract 
their leaves when <:C'rtain external things act upon 
them. But the characteristic mark of conscious
ness is not that a being reacts in a certain way to 
an impression, but that it experiences something 
in its inner nature which adds a new element to 
mere reaction. Otherwise we should be able to 
speak of the "consciousness" of a piece of iron 
when. it expands under the influence of heat. 
Consciousness is present only when, through the 
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effect of heat, the being feels pain or pleasure 
inwardly. 

The fourth principle of being wl1ich (_;?Ccult science 
attributes to man is one which he docs not share 
in common "·ith the rest of the manifested world. 
It is that which differentiates him from his fellow
creatures, and makes him the crown of the creation 
which belongs to him. Occult science helps in 
forming a conception of this further principle of 
human nature by pointing out the existence of an 
essential difference between the kinds of experience 
in waking life. On the one hand, man is con
stantly subjected to experiences which must of 
necessity come and go; on tbe other, he has 
experiences with which this is not the case. This 
fact comes out with special force if human expe
riences are compared ·with those of animals. An 
animal experiences the influences of the outer world 
with great regularity; under the influence of heat 
and cold it becomes conscious of pain or pleasure, 
and during certain regularly recurring bodily 
processes it feels hunger and thirst. The sum 
total of man's life is not exhausted by sud1 expe
riences; he is able to develop desires and wishes 
which go beyond these things. In the case of an 
animal it would always be possible, on going far 
enough into the matter, to ascertain the cause
either within or without its body-which impelled 
it to any given act or feeling. This is by no tneans 
the case with man. He may engender wishes and 
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desires for which no adequate cause exists either 
within or without his body. A particular source 
must be found fo~ everything in this domain; and • according to occult science this source is the human 
"I" or "ego." Therefore the ego is called the 
fourth principle of human nature. 

Were the astral body left to its own resources, 
feelings of pleasure and pain, and sensations of 
hunger and thirst, would alternate within it, but 
there would be lacking the consciousness of a 
lasting quality in all these feelings. It is not the 
lasting element as such which is here designated 
the ego, but that which is conscious of the lasting 
element. In this domain, conceptions must be 
very exactly expressed if misunderstandings are 
not to arise. The becoming aware of that which 
is petmanent, in exchange for that which is 
changeable, constitutes the first dawning of the 
feeling of the ego. The sensation of hunger, for 
instance, cannot give a creature the feeling of 
having an ego. Hunger sets in when the recurring 
causes make themselves felt in the being con
cerned, which then devours its food just because 
these recurring conditions are present. For the 
ego-consciousness to arise, there must not only be 
these recurring conditions, urging the being to 
take food, but there must have been pleasure 
derived from previous satisfaction of hunger, and 
the consciousness of the pleasure must have 
remained; so that not only the present experience 
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of hunger hut the past experience of pleasure urges 
the being to take nourishment. 

Just as the physic::il hody falls into, decay if the 
ctheric hody doE"s not keep it together, and as 
the ethcric hrnly sinb, intn unconsciousness if not 
irradiated liy the astral body. so would the astral 
hncly ag;iin .iml ;i.gain allow the past to be lost in 
obli,·icn 1111kss i he ego rescued the past by calling 
it up intc) the present. \Vhat death is to the 
physical body and sleep to the etheric, the power 
of forgetting is ti:J the astral hudy. \Ve may put 
this in anutl,cr way, and say that life is the 
special cl1arcictl'ristic ,yf the cthcric Lody, con
sciousness that uf tJ1c astral body, and mcniory 
that of the cgu. 

It is still easier to make the mistake of attribut
ing memory 1 to an animal than that of attributing 

1 Expl:tnati111 s such a, thr,~,, givl'n in thi, book rc•gan!ing the faculty 
c,f mcnll,ry rn:•y \·,·ry ,·:-i,ily 1,e 1m,urnh·r,t1,"'l. Fur 1,ne who obscrv<"S 
<'X\L'rn:.1 •T•':·ts 1,1 ly ,.,., ,;;J, l, ,.,tat iir,t si;{llt 11otic·<· lhl' diffC'rence !wt wcen 
v.hat hrq•J••·ns in th, ;111im:,I, r,r n·,·n 111 tlw plant, Whl'n somethit~ 
ap;wars 111 th<·r-11 n•'--1 ri1bbr:g n1L·n1 1J1y, and what is here churacterizccl as 
&l tual rt'<·11 1Ic .. t1<>n !n ffi:lTl, ()[ c nurs 1 •• \Yht·n an anim::11 has pPrformed 
a,1 :wt.Jr,n f,,r a third or fourth tim,· it m:,y Jl"rforrn it in such a way 
th:<t the· ,,ut, r j•r<11_·,·--; gin·, thl' imi,n .. .,1011 that 111<.·m,,ry and t!w 
trair:1·1g a--..-,1,(iatl'(~ with it arc- pn·...,v;1L ~ay, ,vc tnay t'VL'il cxtenrl our 
COi1n:r1~i11n r,f rnl'rtlury , ,r rA ft;L·()1lt'l'ti<1:1 a:c; far as do sorne naturalists 
and tlwir ,1;·;,·i,,1, ,, wh,·11 th<>y ,ay that thl' chicken !,,-gins to pick up 
grnm as "'"•11 '" 1t r-,,rm·°' ,,ut ,,f th,· ~hell; that it even knows the propl'r 
n11>' 1·rncnt~ ,,: h, :ll! ai.d Lr,dy for gaini:11: its en,!. It coul,l not have 
:earne1! this i:1 th,· egg~hdl: lwnee it mu•;t have done so through the 
thousand,, and thous:rn,ls uf creatures frum which it is descended (so 
'.;ay,. Hcrin,~. fur cxnmplc). \Ve may ,·all tlw phenomenon before us 
,1,!11dhing rc:,<:ml,ling rn, rnory, hut w,, ,liall rwv,·r arrive at a real eom
pn h,::.,i,,n c,f human nat11n· if \,'e dr, nut take int•) account that very 
rli,;ti::z 1,-.·(• <·l1·rn1·•.t. whi, h .,h1,11·s 1t·-df in the human being as an inner 
pr<1< l''s, as at: a< t.'lal 1wrn y,tion r,f ,,arlir,r experiences at a Jat<o:r elate, 
nut 1111:n:ly thl' w,,rkJt,g <if earlier cnnditiuns in later ones. In this 
hu<>k it is this perception <,f what is pa,:t thnt is called memory, not alone 
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consciousness to a plant. It is so natural to think 
of me~ory when a dog recognizes its master, whom 
perhaps it has not jeen for some time; yet in reality 
the recognitfon is not due to memory at all, but 
to something quite different. The clog feels a 
certain attraction toward its master which pro
ceeds from the personality of the latter. This 
gives the dog a sense of pleasure whenever its 
master is present, and every time this happens 
it is a cause of the repetition of the pleasure. 
But memory only exists in a being when he not 
only feels his present experiences, but retains 
those of the past. A person might admit this, 
and yet fall into the error of thinking the dog has 
memory. For it might be said that the dog 
pines when its master leaves it, and therefore it 
retains a remembrance of him. This too is an 
inaccu"rate opinion. Living with its master has 
made his presence a condition of well-being to the 
d_og, and it feels his absence much in the same way 
in which it feels hunger. One who does not make 
these distinctions will not arrive at a clear under
standing of the true conditions of life. 

Memory and forgetfulness have for the ego much 
the same significance that ·waking and sleeping 
the reappearance (even though transformed) of what once existed, in a 
later form. Were we to use tht• word memory fur the corresponding 
processes in the w•getable a,HI a11imal kingdoms, Wl' shonlJ require to 
use a different wr,rd in spL·aking u( man. ii, 1hc Jc~cripti,,n givc·n here 
the important tlung is not tlw partirnlar wonl used, but rather that in 
attempting to unckrslaml human hl'ings this distinction should be 
reeogniz?!d. The apparently very inklligct1t actions of animals have 
just as little to do with what is here called llll'mory. 
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have for the astral body. Just as sleep banishes 
into nothingness the cares and troubles of the day, 
so does forgetfulness draw a Feil over the sad 
experiences of life and efface part 'of the past. 
And just as sleep is necessary for the recuperation 
of the exhausted vital forces, so must a man blot 
out from his memory certain portions of his past 
life if he is to face his new experiences freely and 
without prejudice. It is out of this very forget
fulness that strength arises for the perception of 
new facts. Let us take the case of lean1ing to 
write. All the details ,vhich a child has to go 
through in this process are forgotten. ·what 
remains is the ability to write. How woulc1 a 
person ever be able to write if each time he took 
up his pen all his experiences in learning to write 
rose up before his mind? . 
• Now there are many different degrees of 
memory. Its simplest form is when a person 
perceives an object and, after turning away froVJ. 
it, retains its image in his mind. He fanned the 
image while looking at the object. A process 
was then carried out between his astral body and 
his ego. The astral body lifted into consciousness 
the outward impression of the object, but know
ledge of the object would last only as long as the 
thing itself was present, unless the ego absorbed 
the knowledge into itself and made it its own. 

It is at this point that occult science draws the 
dividing line between what belongs to the body and 
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what belongs to the soul. It speaks of the astral 
body as long as it is a question of the gaining of 
knowledge from ail object which is present. But 
what gives l!nowledge duration is known as soul. 
From this it can at once be seen how close is the 
connection in man between the astral body and 
that part of the soul which gives a lasting quality 
to knowledge. The two are, to a certain extent, 
united into one principle of human nature. Con
sequently, this unity is often denoted the astral 
body. When exact t 0 rms are desired, the astral 
body is called the soul-body, and the soul, in so 
far as it is united with the latter, is called the 
sentient soul. 

The ego rises to a higher stage of its being when 
it centres its activity on what it has gained for 
itself out of its knowledge of objective things. It . 
is by means of this activity that the ego detaches· 
itself more and more from the objects of percep
ti~n, in order to work within that which is its own 
possession. The part of the soul on which this 
work devolves is called the rational or intellectual 
soul. 1 It is the peculiarity of the sentient anj 
intellectual souls that they work with that which 
they receive through sense-impressions of outward 

1The term "verstandesseelc" is sometimes traaslated by "rational 
soul." From a certain point of view one could prefer the term "in
tellectual soul," because it expresses better the activity of the soul 
than does "rational soul." In the latter one thinks of the knowledge 
about a perception; in intellectuality, of the actual possibility of form
Jug this knowledge through inward activity. In German the expression 
"cmotio1ial soul" only coincides as it should with the second member of 
the soul when the inward activity is kept in view. 
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objects of which they retain the memory. The 
soul is then wholly surrendered to something 
which is really outside it. Evc11 what it has made 
its own through memory, it has actually received 
from without. But it is able to go beyond all 
this, and occult science can most easily give an 
idea of this by drawing attention to a simple 
fact, ·which, however, is of the greatest importance. 
It is that in the whole range of speech there is 
but one name which is distinguished lJy its very 
nature from all other names. This is the name 
"I." Every other name can 1 >C applied lJy any 
one to the thing or hcing to which it belongs. The 
word '' I'' as the ,Iesignation of a Lcing has a 
meaning only ·when given to that being Ly himself. 
~ever can any outsi<le voice call us by the name 
of "I." \Ve can apply it only to ourselves. "I 

• am only an 'I' to myself; to every one else I am 
a 'you,' and every one else is a 'y(>U' to me.'' 
This fact is the uutwarJ expression of a <l<.'eply 

• 
significant truth. The real essence of the ego is 
independent of everything outside it, and it is on 
this account that its name cannot be applied to it 
by any one else. This is the reason why those 
religious confessions which have consciously main
tained their connection with occult science, speak 
of the word "I" as the "unutterable name of 
God." For the fact above mentioned is exactly 
what is referred to when this expression i~ used. 
Nothing outward has access to that part of the 
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human soul of which we are now speaking. It 
is the "hidden sanctuary" of the soul. Only a 
being of like natur@ with the soul can win entrance 
there. "Th; divinity dw~lling in man speaks 
when the soul recognizes itself as an ego." Just 
as the sentient and intellectual souls dwell in the 
outer world, so a thfrd soul-principle is immersed 
in the divine when the soul becomes conscious of 
its own nature. 

_In this connection a misunderstanding may 
easily arise; it may seL 111 as though occult science 
pronounced the ego to be one with God. But it by 
no means says that the ego is God, only that it is 
of the same nature and essence as God. Does 
any one declare the drop of water taken from the 
ocean to be the ocean, when he asserts that the 
drop apd the ocean are the same in essence or 
substance? If a comparison is needed, we may· 
say, "The ego is related to God as the drop of 
W9-ter is to the ocean." lvlan is able to find a 
divine element within him, because his original 
essence is derived directly from the divine. Thus 
man, through the third principle of his soul, 
attains to an inner knowledge of himself, just as 
through his astral body he gains knowledge of 
the outer world. For this reason occult science 
calls the third soul-principle the self-conscious 
soul, and it holds that the soul-part of man 
consists of three principles, the sentient, intellec
tual, and. self-conscious souls, just as the bodily 
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part has three principles, the physical, etheric, 
and astral bodies. 

The real nature of the ego ~is first revealed in 
the self -conscious soul. Through feeling and 
reason the soul loses itself in other things; but 
as the self-conscious soul it lays hold of its own 
essence. Therefore this ego can only be perceived 
through the self-conscious soul by a certain inner 
activity. The images of external objects are 
formed as those objects come and go, and the 
images go on working in the intellect by virtue 
of their own force. But if the ego is to perceive 
itself, it cannot merely surrender itself; it must 
first, by inner activity, draw up its own bei+-ig out 
of its depths, in order to become conscious of it. 
A new activity of the ego begins with this self
cognition,--- with self-recollection. Owing to this 
activity, the perception of the ego in the self
conscious soul possesses an entirely different mean
ing for man from that conveyed by the observation 
of all that reaches him through the three bodily 
principles and the tvv·o other soul-principles. The 
power which reveals the ego in the self-conscious 
soul is in fact the same power which is manifested 
everywhere else in the world; only in the body 
and the lower soul-principles it does not come 
forth directly, but is manifested little by little in 
its effects. The lowest manifestation is through 
the physical body, thence a gradual ass::ent is 
made to that which fills the intellectual soul. 
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Indeed, we may say that with each ascending 
step one of the veils falls away in which the hidden 
centre is wra~ped. • In that which fills the self
conscious soul, thjs hidden centre emerges unveiled 
into the temple of the soul. Yet it shows itself 
just here to be but a drop from the ocean of the 
all-pervading Primordial Essence; and it is here 
that man first has to grasp it,-- this Primordial 
Essence. He must recognize it in himself before 
he is able to find it in its manifestations. 

That which penetrates into the self-conscious 
soul like a drop from the ocean is called by occult 
science the spirit. In this way is the self-conscious 
soul united with the spirit, which is the hidden 
principle in all manifested things. If man wishes 
to lay hold of the spirit in all. manifestation, 
he must -do it in the same way in which he lays 
hold of the ego in the self-conscious soul. He 
must extend to the visible world the activity which 
has ied him to the perception of his ego. By this 
means he evolves to yet higher planes of his being. 
He adds something new to the principles of his 
body and soul. The first thing that happens is 
that he himself conquers what lies hidden in his 
lower soul-principles, and this is effected through 
the work which the ego carries on within the soul. 
How man is engaged in this work becomes evident 
if we compare with a high-minded idealist one 
who is still given up to low desires and so-called 
sensual pleasures. The latter becomes transmuted 



36 AN OUTLINE OF OCCULT SCIENCE 

into the former if he withdraws from certain lower 
tendencies and turns to higher ones. He thereby 
works from his ego upon hi's sou1 so as to en
noble and spiritualize it. The ego has become 
the master of that man's soul-life. This may be 
carried so far that no desire or wish can take root 
in the soul unless the ego permits of its entrance. 
In this way the whole soul becomes a manifestation 
of the ego, which previously only the self-conscious 
soul had been. All civilized life and all spiritual 
effort really consist in the one work which has for 
its object to make the ego the master. Every 
one now living is engaged in this work, whether 
he wishes it or not, and whether or no he is con
scious of the fact. 

Again, by this work human nature is drawn 
upward to higher stages of being. Man develops 
new principles of his nature. These lie hidden 
from him behind what is manifest. If man is 
able by working upon his soul to make his ego 
master of it, so that the latter brings into mani
festation what is hidden, the work may extend 
yet farther and may include the astral body. In 
that case the ego takes possession of the astral 
body by uniting itself with the hidden wisdom of 
this astral principle. In occult science the astral 
body which is thus conquered and transformed by 
the ego is called the Spirit-Self. (This is the same 
as what is known as "Manas" in theosophical 
literature, a term borrowed from the wisdom of 
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the East.) In the Spirit-Self a higher principle is 
added to human nature, one which is present as 
though in the genn, and which in the course of 
the work of the human being on itself comes forth 
more and more. 

Man conquers his astral body by pushing 
through to the hidden forces lying behind it; a 
similar thing happens, at a later stage of develop
ment, to the etheric body: but the work on the 
latter is more arduous, for what is hidden in the 
etheric body is envelope,~ in two veils, but what is 
hidden in the astral body in only one. 1 Occult 
science gives an idea of the difference in the work 
on the two bodies by pointing out certain changes 
which may take place in man in the course of his 
development. Let us at first think of the way in 
which certain soul-qualities of man develop when 

• 
the ego works upon the soul; how pleasures and 
desires, joys and sorrows, may change. We have 
only to look back to our childhood. What gave 
us pleasure then, what caused us pain? What 
have we learned in addition to what we knew as 
children? All this is but an expression of the 

1 NQ hard and fast line can be drawn betwL-en the changes which are 
accomplished in the astral body through the activity of the ego and 
those taking place in the etheric body. The one merges into the other. 
When a man learns something, and thereby gains a certain capacity 
for judgment, a change takes place in his astral body; but when this 
judgment changt•s hi-; natural tlisposition, so that he: habituates himself 
to feel differently, in consequl"nce of his learning, from what he did 
before, this means a change in his ethcric body. Everything that 
becomes so much a man's own that he can always recall it, is based on 
the transformation of the etheric body. That which little by little 
becomes an abiding possession of the memory has its foundation in 
the transmission to the etheric body of the work of the astral body. 
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way in which the ego has gained the mastery over 
the astral body, for it is this principle which is 
the vehicle of pleasure and pa,in, joy and sorrow. 
Compared with these things, hmv little in the 
course of time do certain other human qualities 
change, for example, the temperamenL, the deeper 
peculiarities of the character, nnd like qualities. 
A passionate child will often retain certain tend
encies to sudden anger <luring its clevelopmcnt in 
later life. 

This is such a striking fact that there are 
thinkers who entirely deny the possibility of 
changing the fundamental character. They as
sume that it is something pennanent thro 1 tghout 
life, and that it is merely a question of its being 
manifrstecl in one ,~,,.ay or another. But such an 
opinion is due to defective observation. To one 
who is capable of seeing such things, it is' evident 
that even the character and temperament of a 
person may be transformc<l under the influence of 
his ego. It is true that this change is slow' in 
comparison with the change in the qualities before 
mentioned. "\Ve may compare the relation to 
each other of the rates of change in the two 
bodies to the movements of the hour-hand and 
minute-hand of a clock. Now the forces which 
bring about a change of character or temperament 
belong to the hidden forces of the ctheric body. 
They are of the same nature as the forces which 
govern the kingdom of life,-the same, therefore, 
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as the forces of growth, nutrition, and generation. 
Further explanations in this work will throw the 
right light 01\ thes~ things. 

Thus it is not when man simply gives himself 
up to pleasure and pain, joy and sorrow, that 
the ego is working on the astral body, but when 
the peculiarities of these qualities of the soul are 
changed; and the work is extended in the same 
way to the etheric body, when the ego applies its 
energies to changing the character or tempera
ment. This change, tuo, is one in which every 
person living is engaged, whether consciously or 
not. The most powerful incitement to this kind 
of change in ordinary life is that given by religion. 
If the ego allows the impulses which flow from 
religion to work upon it again and again, they 
becom~ a power within it which extends to the 
etheric body and changes it as lesser impulses in 
life effect the transformation of the astral body. 
Th.ese lesser impulses, which come to man through 
study, reflection, the ennobling of feeling, and so 
on, are subject to the manifold changes of existence; 
but the religious feelings impress a certain sta..-np 
of uniformity upon all thinking, feeling, and 
willing. They diffuse an equal and single light 
over the whole life of the soul. 

Man thinks and feels one thing to-day, another 
to-morrow, the causes of which are of many dif
ferent .kinds; but one who, through his religious 
convictions consistently held, has a glimpse of 
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something which persists through all changes, 
will relate his thoughts and feelings of to-day, as 
well as his experiences of tc--morrow, to that 

' fundamental feeling he possesses. Thus religious 
belief has the pmver of permeating the whole of 
the soul-life. Its influences increase in strength 
as time goes on because they are constantly 
repeated. Hence they acquire the power of 
working upon the ethcric body. 

In a similar way does the influence of true art 
affect man. If, going beyond the outer form, 
colour, and tone of a work of art, he penetrates 
to its spiritual foundatior,s ,vith his imagination 
and feeling, then the impulses thus received by 
the ego actually reach the etheric body. When 
this thought is follmYed out to its logical concltt
sion, the immense significance of art in all _human 
evolution may be estimated. Only a few instances 
are pointed out here of what induces the ego to 
work upon the etheric body. There are many 
similar influences in human life which are not so 
apparent at the first glance. But these instances 
are enough to show that there is yet another 
principle of man's nature hidden within him, which 
the ego is making more and more manifest. 
Occult science denotes this second principle of 
the spirit the "Life-Spirit." (It is the same which 
in current theosophical literature is called Bud
dhi, a term borrowed from Eastern wisdom.) The 
expression " Life-Spirit" is appropriate, because 



THE NATURE OF MAN 41 

the same forces are at work within what it de
notes as in the vital body, with the difference 
that when they oce manifesting in the latter the 
ego is not a~tive. When, however, these powers 
express themselves as the Life-Spirit, they are 
interpenetrated by the ego. 

:Man's intellectual development, the purification 
and ennobling of his feelings and of the manifesta
tions of his will, are the measure of the degree in 
which he has transformed the astral body into the 
Spirit-Self. His relig=ous experiences, as well as 
many others, arc stamped upon the etheric body, 
making it into the Life-Spirit. In the ordinary 
course of life this happens more or less uncon
sciously; so-called initiation, on the contrary, 
consists in man's being directed by occult science 
to the means through which he may quite con-

• 
sciously take in hand this work in the Spirit-Self 
and Life-Spirit. These means will be dealt with in 
l~tcr parts of this book. In the meantime it is 
important to show that besides the soul and the 
body, the spirit also is working within man. It 
will be seen later how this spirit belongs to the 
eternal part of man, as contrasted with the perish
able body. 

But the work of the ego on the astral and 
etheric bodies docs not exhaust its activity, which 
is also extended to the physical body. A slight 
effect. of the influence of the ego on the physical 
body may be seen when certain experiences cause 
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a person to blush or turn pale. In this case the 
ego is actually the occasion of a process in the 
physical body. Now if throug-h t~e activity of 
the ego in man, changes occur influencing the 
physical bo<ly, the ego is really united with the 
hidden forces of the physical body, that is, with 
the same forces which bring about its physical. 
processes. Occult science says that during such 
activity the ego is working on the physical body. 
This expression must not be misunderstood. It 
must on no account he supposed that this work is of 
a grossly material nature. ·what appears as gross 
material in the physical body is merely the 
manifested µart of it; behind this are the l1idden 
forces of its being, which arc of a spiritual nature. 
When the ego puts forth its energies in the manner 
described, it unites itself, not with th~ outer 
material manifestation of the physical body, but 
with the invisible forces which bring that l)ody 
into being and afterwards cause it to decay. This 
work of the ego on the physical body can only very 
partially become clear to man's consciousness in 
ordinary life. It can become fully clear only 
when, under the influence of occult science, man 
consciously takes the work into his own hands. 
Then he becomes aware that there is a third spir
itual principle within him. It is that which occult 
science calls the "Spirit-Man," as contrasted with 
physical man. (In theosophical literature this 
"Spirit-Man" is known as Atm~.) 
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Again, with regard to the Spirit-Man, it is easy 
to make a mistah'. In the physical body we see 
man's lowestJJrince.ple, and on this account find it 
hard to realize that the work on that body should 
be accomplished hy the highest principle of the 
human entity. But just because the spirit active 
within the physical hody is hidden under three 
veils, the highest kind uf human effort is needed in 
order to make the ego one with that which is 
the hidden spiritual energy of the body. 

Occult science, ther,,fore, represents man as a 
Leing composed of many principles. Those of 
a bodily nature are: 

the physical hody, 
the etheric or vital ]Jody, 

the astral body. 
The soi1l-principles arc: 

the sentient soul, 
the intellectual or rational soul, 

• the self-conscious soul. 
It is in the soul that the ego diffuses its light. 
Of a spiritual nature are: 

the Spirit-Self, 
the Life-Spirit, 
the Spirit-Man. 

It follows from what was said above that the 
sentient soul and the astral body are closely united 
and in a certain sense arc one. Similarly, the 
self-cm1scious soul and the Spirit-Self form a 
whole, for in the self-conscious soul the spirit 
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shines forth, and thence irradiates with its light 
the other principles of human nature. Hence 
occult science also speaks of man's organization 
as follows. The intellectual soul is' called simply 
the ego, because it partakes of the nature of the 
ego, and in a certain sense is the ego, not yet 
conscious of its spiritual nature. We thus have 
seven divisions of man: 

(1) physical body; 
(2) ctheric or vital body; 
(3) astral body; 
(4) ego; 
(5) Spirit-Self; 
( 6) Life-Spirit; 
(7) Spirit-1\fan. 

Even one accustomed to materialistic habits 
of thought would not find in this sevenfolq organ
ization of man the "fanciful magic" often attrib
uted to it, if he would keep strictly to the meaning 
of the above explanations, and not at once intro
duce the idea of something magic into the matter. 
Occult science speaks of these seven principles of 
man in exactly the same way, only from the 
standpoint of a higher form of observation of the 
wo~ld, as allusion is commonly made to the seven 
colours that make up white light, or to the seven 
notes of the scale (the octave being regarded as a 
repetition of the keynote). As light appears in 
seven colours, and sound in seven tones, SQ is the 
unity of man's nature manifested in the seven 
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principles described. No more superstition at
taches to the number seven in the case of occult 
science than ,when• associated with the spectrum 
or with the scale. 

On an occasion when these facts were put for
ward verbally, it was objected that the statement 
about the number seven does not apply to colours, 
since there are others beyond the red and violet 
rays, invisible to the eye. But even in this 
respect the comparis011 with colours holds good, 
for, in fact, the human being expands beyond the 
physical body on the one side, and beyond the 
Spirit-Man on the other; only to the methods of 
spiritual observation of which occult science first 
relates, these continuations of man are "spiritu
ally" i~visible, just as the colours beyond red 
and violet are physically invisible. It was neces
sary to say this much, because the opinion so 
easily arises that occult science does not seriously 
apply itself to scientific thinking, but treats 
matters as an amateur. But one who carefully 
considers the meaning of the statements made by 
occult science will find that in reality it is never at 
variance with genuine science; neither when it 
brings forward the facts of natural science as 
illustrations, nor when its statements are directly 
connected with natural research. 



CHAPTER IH 

SLEEP AND DEATH 

THE nature of waking consciousness cannot 
bl' fathoml'd without observing that cornli
tion which man experiences during sleep, 

and the problem of life cannot be approached 
without studying death. Any one failing to per
ceive the importance of occult science may distrust 
the manner in which it studies sleep and death. 
Occult science is. however, capahle of appreciating 
the motives from which such distrm,t arises. 
For there is nothing incomprehensible in the 
assertion that man exists for active, purposeful 
life, that his ads tlepend on his (kvution thereto, 
and that absorption in such conditions as sleep 
and death can result only from a taste for idle 
dreaming, and can lead to nothing else th:m 
vain imagmmgs. 

The refusal to accept anything of so fantastic 
a nature may readily he regarded as the expres
sion of a sound mind, while indulgence in such 
"idle dreaming" is accounted morbid, and a pur
suit fit only for people in whom the joy and 
ardour of life are lacking, and who are incapable 
of "real work." It would be wrong to set this 
assertion aside at once as an injustice, for •it con
tains a certain grain of truth. It is one quarter 
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truth, and must be completed by the remaining 
three quarters belonging to it. Now if we dis
pute the one quarter which is right, with him who 
recognizes ttat one quarter quite distinctly but 
who does not dream of the other three quarters, 
we only rouse his suspicions. For it must indeed 
be unconditionally granted that the study of 
that which lies hidden in sleep and death is morbid 
if it leads to weakness or to estrangement from 
real life. No less must, we admit that much of 
that which has alwa1s caJled itself occult science 
in the world, and which is even now practised 
under that name, bears the impression of what is 
unhealthy and hostile to life; but this certainly 
does not spring from genuine occultism. 

The real fact of the matter is this, that just as 
a mai;i cannot always he awake, neither is he 
sufficiently equipped for the actual conditions of 
life in its entire range without that which occult 
science has to offer him. Lifr continues during 
sleep, and the forces which work and labour 
during the waking state draw their strength and 
refre-l ment from that which sleep gives them. 
It is thus with the things under our observation 
in· the manifested world. The boundaries of the 
world are wider than is the field of the latter 
observation; and what man recognizes in the 
visible must be supplemented and fertilized by 
what. he is able to know of the invisible world. 
A man who did not continually renew his exhausted 
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forct's hy sleep, would bring his life to destruction; 
an<l in the same ,vay a view of the world which 
is not fertilized by a knowledie of the unseen, 
must lead to a feeling of desolati01{. 

It is similarly so with regard to death. Living 
creatures fall a prey to death in order that new life 
nwy a1ise. It is precisely occult science ·which 
throws light on Goethe's beautiful phrase: "Nature 
i1we11tcd Death in order to have much Life.'' 
Just as in the ordinary sense there could be no 
life without death, so can there be no real know
ledge of the visible worlcl without insight into the 
invisihle. .:\11 discernment of the visible must 
phu,ge again and again iuto the invisib)P in order 
to develop. Thus it is evident that occult science 
alone makes the life of reYealcd knowledge possi
ble. In its true form it never enfeebles liff, but 
strcngthe11s it and ever renews its freshness and 
health, ·when, left to its o,,·11 resources, it has 
becc1me weak and diseased. 

\Yhcn a man sinks into sleep the connection 
between his principles changes, as described earlier 
in this work. The part of the sleeping man 
which lies upon his couch comprises the physical 
and etheric bodies, but not the astral body and 
not the ego. It is because the etheric body 
remains bound to the physical body in sleep that 
the life-activities continue. For the moment the 
physical body is left to itself, it must of ncc,~ssity 
fall into decay. The things that are extinguished 
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in sleep are ideas. pain, pleasure, joy, grief, the 
ability to express conscious will, and similar 
faculties of ,exjste:11ce. But the astral body is 
the vehicle of all these things. That the astral 
body, with its joy and sorrow, its realm of thought 
and will, is annil1ilct ted in sleep is an opinion 
that cannot be cntcrbined by an unbiassed judg
ment; it exists still, hut in another condition. 
In order that the hum;i n ego and the astral body 
may not only be cn<lov;cd with pleasure and pain 
and all the other thirigs we have named, but also 
have a conscious perception of them, it is neces
sary that the astral body should be united with 
the physical ancl ethcric bodies. This is the 
case duri1:g waking life, but not in sleep. The 
astral hody 11as witl1dravn1 itself from the other 
bodies., It h~is adopted anotLer kind of existence 
than that which it possesses while united with 
the physical and ctheric bodies. Now it is the 
ta.;k of occult science to study this other kind of 
existence in the astral body. During sleep, the 
astral body vanishes from observation in the outer 
world: and occult science must trace it in its hidden 
life until it again takes possession of its physical 
and ctheric bodies on awaking. 

As in all cases when knowledge of the hidden 
things and events of life have to be dealt with, 
clairvoyant observation is necessary for the dis
covery. of the real facts of the sleep state in its 
true nature, but if that which may be discovered 
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by this means has once been made clear, it is 
comprehensible to really unprejudiced thought 
without further demonstration. For events in 
the unseen world show themselves by their effects 
in the world of rnanifrstation. If what is revealed 
by clairvoyant visiun is an explanation of visible 
events, such a cn11firmation by life is the proof 
which may rightly be demanded. Even one who 
will not use the means to he given latt"r for the 
attainment of clairvoyant \·ision may have the 
following experience: he may, in the first place, 
take the statements of the clairvoyant for granted, 
and then apply them to the material events with
in his experience. He will then find that life 
thereby hecnrncs dear and comprehensible; and 
the more exact ar,.d minute his observations of 
ordinary life. the more readily ·will he c9mc to 
this conclusion. 

Even though the astral body during sleep 
passes through nu experiences, though it is not 
conscious of pleasure, pain, and tlw like, it does 
not remain inactive. Rather is it the case that 
active work is its function in the sleep state. For 
it is the astral lJ()dy which strengthens and recu
perates man's forces, exhausted during waking life. 
As long as the astral body is united with the 
physical and cthcric bodies it is related to the 
outer world thruugh these two bodies. They 
convey to it perceptions and representations. 
Through the impressions which they receive from 
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their surrounJi I igs, it experiences pleasure and 
pain. Now the physical body can be preserved 
in the form\.and ••,hapc suitable to the individual 
only by means of the human etheric body. But 
this human fom1 ( ·an he preserved only by an 
etheric lJody which on its part receives corre
sponding forces from the astral body. The etheric 
body is the builder, 1 he architect, of the physical 
body. It can, h0Wl'\'1'f, build in the true sense 
only when it receive:-, from the astral body the 
impulse as to the rna11n,'r in which it must build. 
In this latter are contained the models, accord
ing to which the etheric body gives the physical 
body its form. During , >ur waking hours these 
models for the physicul 11ncly are not present in 
the astral body, or, at lc::st, only to a certain 
extent_. For in waking lifr t 1ie soul replaces these 
models with its uwn inrngl's. vVhen a person 
directs his senses upon his environment he thus 
ci·cates in his ideas pictures which arc copies of 
the world arournJ him. These copies at first 
disturb the prototypes which give the etheric 
body the impulse> to prcserv<' the physical body. 
Such disturbance could not be present if a man, 
by virtue of his own activity. could convey 
to his astral body those pictun's which would 
give the right impulse to the ctheric body. Yet 
this very disturbance plays an important part in 
human life, and is able to express itself because the 
models for the ethcric bodv do not come into full 
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play in the waking state. This fact is revealed by 
"fatigue." Now, during sleep, no external impres
sions disturb the force of the asti•al b9'1y. There
fore in this condition it can expel fatigue. The 
work of the astral body during sleep consists in 
removing fatigu('. and i.t can accomplish this only 
on ktwing the physical and etheric bo<lies. Dur
ing waking life the astral body does its work 
within the physical body; during sleep it works 
on the latter from outside. 

For instance, just as the physical body has 
need of the outer world, which is of like substance 
with itself, for its supply of food, something of the 
same kin<l takes plac~ in the case of the r.stral 
body. Let us imagine a physical human body 
removed frnm the surrounding world: it would 
die. That shows that physical life is an irrpossi
bility ,Yithout the entire physical environment. 
In fact, the whole earth must he just as it is if 
physical human bodies arc to exist upon it. For, 
in reality, the whole human body is only a part 
of the earth,-indced, in a wider sense, part of 
the whole phys~cal universe. In this respect it 
is related in the same sense as, for example, the 
finger of a hand to the entire human body. Sepa
rate the finger from the hand and it cannot remain 
a finger: it withers away. Such would also be 
the fate of the human body were it removed from 
that body of which it is a member,-from the 
conditions of life with which the earth provides 
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it. Let it be r.i ised above the surface of the earth 
but a sufficient number of miles and it will perish 
as the finger peri:•hes when cut off from the hand. 
If this fact ~s less apparent in the case of a man's 
physical organism than in that of his finger and 
his body, it is mcrdy because the finger cannot 
walk about on the body as man is able to do on 
the earth, and becausl' on that account the depend
ence of the former is more obvious. 

In the same way that the physical body is 
embedded in the physical world to which it 
belongs, so does the astral body form a part of 
its own world, only it is torn out of it in waking 
life. We can form a clear idea of what happens 
hy having recourse to an analogy. Imagine a 
vessel filled with water. 0Jo one drop is a sep
arate thing in itself withill that entire mass of 
water." But let us take a lit tie sponge and with 
it suck up a single drop fo nn the whole mass 
of water. Something of this kind happens to 
the human astral body on awaking. During 
sleep it is in a ,1vorld rescmbliug its own nature. 
In a certain sense it forms part of it. On awak
ing, the physical and etheric budies suck it up: 
they absorb it; they contain the organs through 
which it observes the outer ,n>rld. In order 
to achieve this observation it has to leave its 
own world, though it is in that world alone that 
it can receive the models which it needs for the 
etheric body. 
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Just as food is supplied to the physical body 
from its surroundings, so an' the pictures of the 
world surrounding tlw astral l.ody /)resented to 
it during the state of sleep. There, indeed, it 
liYes in the nnin~rse. bt>yond the physical and 
cthcric bodies: in that same universe out of 
which the whok' man is horn. The' source of 
the images hy means of which man receives bis 
form is in this uniY<.-rse. He is linked in harmony 
with it; ancl when he awakes he rises above the 
surface of this all-pcrntding harmony to attain 
external pl·rcl'ption. In sleep his astral body 
returns to the universal harmony. He brings so 
much strc•ngth from it tu his bodies on awaki11g 
that he can once m< ,re dispense for a time with 
sojourning in the realm of hannnny. The astral 
h()dy returns during sleep to its home, and, on 
awaking. brings back into lifr freshly invigorated 
forcC's. That which the astral liouy thus gains, 
and brings ,\·ith it 011 waking, f:11cls its out~r 
expn'sswn in the refreshment affordecl by sound 
sleep. 

Further expu.s1t1, ill uf occult science will show 
that this home of the astral hotly is more extensive 
than that which belongs tu the physical body in 
the narrower sense of the physical environment. 
Thus, while man as a physical being is a member 
of this earth, his astral liody hPlongs to worlds 
in which other heavenly bodies besides our. earth 
are included. During sleep, therefore,-- this can 
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be made clear, a:~ we have said, only by further 
explanations,-it enters a world to which other 
stars than t~ eaah belong. In recognition of the 
fact that man live--; c luring sleep in a world of stars, 
that is, in an astral world, occult science calls that 
principle of man which has its real home in that 
"astral" world and which, every time it returns 
to the sleep state, dr:, ws renewed force from that 
world, the "astral bod , ·." 

It should be superfiuous to point out that a 
misunderstanding mif111t easily arise with regard 
to these facts; in our time, however, when cer
tain materialistic modes ( if representation exist, it 
becomes not altogether unuecessary. In quar
ters where such reprcscnt:ttion prevails it may, 
of course, Le :mid that such a thing as fatigue 
can be. scic'ntifically invesii~ated only in accord
ance with physical condit11 ms. Even if the 
learned arc not yet unani1rn ,us with regard to 
tru~ physical cause of fatigue, one thing is quite 
firmly established: we must accept certain phys
ical processes which lie at the root of this phe
nomenon. It would be ·well, h()wever, if it were 
recognized that occult science docs not in any way 
oppose this assertion. It admits everything that 
is said in this connection, just as it is admitted 
that for the physical erection of a house one 
brick must be laid upon another, and that when 
the house is finished its form and construction 
can be explained by purely mechanical laws. 
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But the thought of the architect is necessary 
for the building of the house. This cannot be 
discovered merely by <'Xamination of physical 

,1· 

laws. 
Just as the thought of the creator of a house 

stands behind the physical laws which make it 
explicable, so too, behind what is affirmed, with 
perfect accuracy, by physical science docs there 
stand that of which occult science treats. This 
comparison is of courSL' often put forward when 
the justification for a spiritual background to the 
,vorld is in question; and it may be considered 
a trivial one. But what is important in such 
matters is not familiarity \Vith certain c011cep
tions, but that the proper weight should Le given 
them in establishing a fact. One may be pre
vented from doing this simply because ~ontrary 
ideas have so much powc:r over the judgment 
that this weight is not felt. 

Dreaming is an intermediate state betw~en 
sleeping and waking. vVhat dream experiences 
offer to thoughtful observation is the many
coloured interweaving of a picture-world, which 
nevertheless conceals within itself some sort of 
law and order. At first this world seems to 
have an ebb and flow, often in confused suc
cession. Man in his dream-life is set free from 
the laws of waking consciousness which bind him 
to sense-perception and the laws of .reason. 
And yet dreams have some sort of mysterious 
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law, attractive :u;d fascinating to human specula
tion, and this is the deeper reason why the beau
tiful play o\ im: t~<ination lying at the root of 
artistic feeling is :tlways apt to be compared to 
dreaming. We nc< '( l only recall a few character
istic dreams to foH 1 this corroborated. A man 
dreams, for exampk, that he is driving off a dog 
that is attacking l1;1n. He wakes, and finds 
himself in the act oi unconscio~sly pushing off 
part of the bedclothes which had been lying on 
an unaccustomed par~ < :!" his body and which had 
therefore become oppn ~;sive. What is it that 
dream-life makes in this instance out of an inci
dent perceptible to the senses? In the first 
place, it leaves in compkt< • unconsciousness what 
the senses would perceiv(' in the waking state. 
But it. holds fast somethi1..~ essential-namely, 
the fart that the man wislw:--to repel something; 
and round about this it wc:1 ves a metaphorical 
occurrence. 

The pictures, as such, are echoes of waking 
life. There is something arbitrary in the way 
in which they arc drawn from it. Every one feels 
that with the same exterior cause the dream 
might conjure up various pictures before him. 
But they give symbolic expression to the feeling 
that the man has something to ward off. The 
dream creates symbols; it is a symbolist. Inner 
experiences can also be transformed into such 
dream-symbols. A man dreams that a fire is 



58 AN OUTLINE OF OCCULT SCIENC~ 

crackling beside him; he sees flames in his dream. 
He wakes up feeling that he is too heavily covered 
and has become too warm. 'fhe feeling of too 
great warmth expresses itself sy~bolically in 
the picture. Quite dramatic experiences may be 
enacted in a dream. For example, some one 
drC'ams that he is standing on the edge of a 
prtc1p1ce. He sees a child running toward it. 
The dream makes him experience all the tor
tures of the tho1.1ght---if only the child will not 
be heedless and fall over into the abyss! He 
sees it fall, and hPars the dull thud of the body 
below. He awakf's, and perceives that an object 
which had been hanging on the wall of tL.e room 
has become unfastened, and made a dull sound 
by its fall. This simple event is expressed in 
dream-liie by one which unravels itself in exciting 
pictures. For the present it is not at all necessary 
to engage in reflection as to the reason why, in 
the last example, the moment of the falling of 
a heavy object expresses itself in a series of 
events which seem to spread themselves over a 
certain length of time; it is only necessary to 
keep in view that the dream transforms into a 
picture that which would present itself to the 
waking sense-perception. 

We see that the moment the senses cease their 
activity, creative power asserts itself in man. 
It is the same creative power which is present in 
absolutely dreamless sleep, and then recuperates 
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man's exhausted forces. For this dreamless sleep 
to take place, the astral body must be withdrawn 
from the etheric• and physical bodies. During 
the dream-s,ate it is so far separated from the 
physical body as to have no further connection 
with the organs of sense; but it still maintains a 
certain connection with the etheric body. The 
capacity for perceiving the experiences of the 
astral bocly by means of pictures is due to this 
connection which it maintains with the etheric 
body. The moment this connection also ceases, 
the pictures sink into the obscurity of uncon
sciousness and dreamless sleep has set in. 

The arbitrary and often nonsensical element 
in dream-pictures arises from the fact that the 
astral body cannot, on account of its separation 
from the sense-organs of the physical body, 
relate • its pictures to the correct objects and 
events of the outer environment. It 1s espe
ci?llY illuminating, in this matter, to examine 
a dream in which the ego is, as it were, split up. 
Take, for example, the case of some one who 
dreams that he is a schoolboy and cannot answer 
the question put to him by his teacher, although 
immediately aftenYards the teacher answers it 
himself. The dreamer, being unable to make 
use of his physical organs of perception, is not 
able to connect both occurrences with himself, 
as the, same individual. Therefore, if only to be 
able to recognize himself as a permanent ego, 
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man must first be equipped with outer organs 
of perception. Only when he had acquired the 
faculty of self-consciousness w.thout the aid of 
such organs would the permanent ego1 also become 
perceptible to him outside his physical body. 
Clairvoyant consciousness has to acquire this 
faculty, and the method of so doing will be 
treated in detail later in this work. 

Even dmth takes place for no other cause 
than a change in the connection of the principles 
of man's being. And what is visible to clair
,·oyant obsen-ation with regard to death may 
also be seen in its effects in the manifested 
world; in this case also, an unbiassed judgment 
will find the teachings of occult science confirmed 
by observing external life. The expression of the 
invisi'\Jle in the visible is, however, less evident 
with regard to these facts, and there is greater 
difficulty in feeling the full importance of that 
which in the events of outer life endorses the • 
statements of c.,ccult science in this domain. 
These statements may be pronounced to be merely 
fancy-pictures, even more readily than many 
other things that have been dealt with in this 
work, if we shut ourselves ofI from the knowledge 
that everywhere in the visible is contained an 
unmistakable foresha<lowing of the invisible. 

\Yhercas, on the approach of sleep, only the 
astral body is released from its connectio\l with 
the etheric and physical bodies, which still remain 
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united to each other, at death the separation of 
the physical from the etheric body takes place. 
The physicPJ bod:y is abandoned to its own forces, 
and must therefore become disintegrated as a 
corpse. At death the etheric body finds itself 
in a condition in which it has never been before 
between the time of its birth and death,-with 
the exception of certain abnormal conditions to 
be dealt with later. That is to say, it is now 
united to the astral body in the absence of the 
physical body; for the etheric and astral bodies 
do not separate immediately after death: they 
are held together for a time by the agency of a 
force, the presence of which can be easily under
stood, for were this force not present the etheric 
body could not detach itself from the physical 
body. It would remain bound to the latter, as 
is shown by sleep, when the astral body is not able 
to rend asunder these two principles of man's 
\>eing. This force comes into action at death. 
It releases the etheric from the physical body, 
so that the former remains united to the astral 
body. Clairvoyant observation shows that this 
connection varies with different people after 
death. The time of its duration is measured by 
days. For the present, this period of time is 
mentioned only for the sake of information. 

Subsequently, the astral body is also released 
from• the etheric body and goes on its way alone. 
During the union of the two bodies the individual 
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,, 111 a state which enables him to be aware of 
he experien~es of his astral body. As long as 
he physical hotly is there, tlfe W(j°k of rein-
0rcing the wasted organs has to be begun from 
1Tithout, directly the astral body is liberated 
:om it. \Vhen once the physical body is sep
rated, this work ceases. Nevertheless, the 
)rce which was expended in this fashion, when 
1e man was aslC'ep, continues after death and 
1.n now be applied to some other end. It is 
ow used for making the astral body's own 
<periences perceptible. During his connection 
ith his physical body the outer world enters 
1e man's consciousness in images; after the 
')dy has been laid aside, that which is cxpe
cnced by the astral body, when it is no longer 
mnected by sense organs ,vith this outer physical 
orld, becomes perceptible. At first it has no 
~w experiences. Its connection with the ctheric 
xly prevents it from experiencing anything new. 
\Vhat, however, it docs possess, is memory 

its past life. The ethcric body still being 
·esent causes that past life to appear as a vivid 
1d comprehensive panorama. That is man's 
'St experience after death. He sees his life 
am birth to death spread out before him in a 
ries of pictures. \Vhile this life lasts, memory 
present only in the waking state, when man 
united with his physical body, and it is present 
ly to the extent allowed by that body, but 
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nothing is lost to the soul that has made an 
impression on it during life. Were the physical 
body a perfect instrument for the purpose, it . ~ 

would be possible, at any moment during life, 
to conjure up the whole of the past before the 
eyes of the soul. At death there is no longer 
any obstacle to this. As long as the etheric 
body remains, there exists a certain degree of 
perfection of memory. But this disappears ac
cording to the degree in which the etheric 
body loses the form which it possessed while 
united with the physical body, and which re
sembles that body. This is the very reason why 
the astral body separates, after a time, from the 
etheric body. It can remain united with the lat
ter only so long as the form of the etheric body 
corresponds with that of the physical body. 

Duri~g the period of life between birth and 
death, separation of the etheric body occurs 
only in exceptional cases, and for no longer 
than a brief space of time. If, for example, a 
man exposes one of his limbs to pressure, part of 
his etheric body may become separated from the 
physical one. We say on such an occasion that 
the limb has "gone to sleep," and the peculiar 
sensation we feel results from the separation of 
the etheric body. (Of course a materialistic 
manner of explanation may here again deny 
the invisible behind the visible and say all that 
arises merely from the physical· disturbance 
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is in a state which enables him to be aware of 
the experien~es of his astral body. As long as 
the physical hotly is there, tlfe w<l'k of rein
forcing the wasted organs has to be begun from 
without, directly the astral body is liberated 
from it. When once the physical body is sep
arated, this work ceases. Nevertheless, the 
force which was expended in this fashion, when 
the man was asleep, continues after death and 
can now be applied to some other end. It is 
now used for making the astral body's own 
experiences perceptible. During his connection 
with his physical body the outer world enters 
the man's consciousness in images; after the 
body has been laid aside, that which is expe
rienced by the astral hocly, when it is no longer 
connected by sense organs with this outer physical 
world, becomes perceptible. At first it has no 
new experiences. Its connection with the etheric 
body prevents it from experiencing anything new. 

\Vhat, howf'ver, it docs possess, is memory 
of its past life. The cthcric body still being 
present causes that past life to appear as a vivid 
and comprehensive panorama. That is man's 
first experience after death. He sees his life 
from birth to death spread out before him in a 
series of pictures. vVhile this life lasts, memory 
is present only in the waking state, when man 
is united with his physical body, and it is present 
only to the extent allowed by that body, but 
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nothing is lost to the soul that has made an 
impression on it during life. Were the physical 
body a perf~ct ir~trument for the purpose, it 
would be possible, at any moment during life, 
to conjure up the whole of the past before the 
eyes of the soul. At death there is no longer 
any obstacle to this. As long as the etheric 
body remains, there exists a certain degree of 
perfection of memory. But this disappears ac
cording to the degree in which the etheric 
body loses the form vhich it possessed while 
united with the physical body, and which re
sembles that body. This is the very reason why 
the astral body separates, after a time, from the 
etheric body. It can remain united with the lat
ter only so long as the form of the etheric body 
corresponds with that of the physical body. 

Durir{g the period of life between birth and 
death, separation of the etheric body occurs 
only in exceptional cases, and for no longer 
than a brief space of time. If, for example, a 
man exposes one of his limbs to pressure, part of 
his etheric body may become separated from the 
physical one. We say on such an occasion that 
the limb has "gone to sleep," and the peculiar 
sensation we feel results from the separation of 
the etheric body. (Of course a materialistic 
manner of explanation may here again deny 
the invisible behind the visible and say all that 
arises merely from the physical disturbance 
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caused by the pressure.) Clairvoyant vision can 
see in such a case how the corresponding part 
of the etheric body is extruded from the physical 
limb. Now if a man experiences an unusual 
shock, or something similar, such a separation 
of the etheric body from a large part of the 
physical body may result, for a short time. 
That is the case when a man for some reason 
or other is suddenly brought face to face with 
death,-for example when drowning, or threat
ened by a fatal accident when mountaineering. 
What is related hy people who have had such 
experiences comes, in fact, very near the tn1th, 
and can be ratified by clairvoyant observation. 
They declare that in such moments their whole 
lives pass before their minds as though in a huge 
memory-picture. 

Out of the many examples which might here 
be adduced, allusion will be made io one only, 
because it originates from a man to whose mode 
of thought everything that is here said about 
such things must seem pure fancy. 1 Moriz 
Benedict, the distinguished criminal anthropolo" 
gist and an eminent investigator in many othe1 

1 As a matter of fact, it ;s always very profitable for any one who i: 
taking up the sturly of occult science to acquaint himself with the state 
ments of those who regard this science as merely fanciful. Such state 
ments cannot be so easily brandc,l as due to partiality on the part o 
the observer. Let occultists learn as much as possible from those wh 
regard their efforts as nonsense. Th<>y need not be disturbed if in thi 
respect their love is not reciprocated. Occult observation assured! 
docs not require such things for the verification of its results, nor ar 
these allusions intended as proofs but as illustrations. 
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realms of natural science, relates in his Reminis
cences an experience of his own,-to the effect 
that he had once, when on the point of drowning 

• in a bath, seen• his whole life pass before his mem-
ory as though in a single picture. If other people 
describe differently the pictures seen by them 
under similar circumstances, and even in such a 
way that they seem to have little to do with the 
events of their past life, that does not contradict 
what has been said; for the pictures which arise 
in the quite abnormal condition of separation 
from the physical body are sometimes at first 
sight unintelligible in their relation to life. Cor
rect observation, however, would always recog
nize this relationship. 

Neithf'r is it an objection if, for example, some 
one who was once on the point of drowning did 
not experience what has been described; for it 
must be borne in mind that this can happen only 
when the etheric body is really separated from the 

• 
physical body,-when, moreover, the former is 
still united with the astral body. If, through 
the fright, a loosening of the ctheric and astral 
bodies also takes place, the experience is not 
forthcoming, because then complete unconscious
ness ensues, as in dreamless sleep. 

Immediately after death the events of the past 
appear as though compressed by the memory 
into a picture. After its separation from the 
etheric body, the astral body pursues its further 
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wanderings alone. It is not difficult to realize 
that everything continues to exist which by means 
of its activity the astral body has made its own 
during its sojo11rn in the physical body. The 
ego has to a certain extent elaborated the Spirit
Self, the Life-Spirit, and the Spirit-Man. So 
far as these are developed, they do not owe their 
existence to the organs present in the different 
bodies, but to the ego; and it is precisely the ego 
which needs no outer organs for perception; nor 
does it require any such organs in order to retain 
possession of what it has made one with itself. 
It might be objected: "Why then is there no 
perception during sleep of the developed Spirit
Self, Life-Spirit, and Spirit-Man?" On this account 
-because the ego is chained between birth and 
death to the physical body. Even though, dur
ing sleep, it is out of the physical body with the 
astral one, it nevertheless remains closely con
nected with the physical body; for the activity 
of the astral body is directed toward the physical 
body. On this account the ego is relegated to 
the outer world of sense for its observations, 
and cannot receive spiritual revelations in their 
direct form. Not until death do these revela
tions come within reach of the ego, because by 
means of death the ego is freed from its connec
tion with the physical and ctheric bodies. An
other world may flash upon the consciousness 
the moment it is withdrawn from the physical 
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world which during life monopolizes its activity. 
Now there are reasons why even at this juncture 

all connectic.n with the outer physical world of 
sense does ntt cease for man. That is to say, 
certain desires remain which sustain the connec
tion. There arc desires which man creates just 
because he is consciom; of his ego as the fourth 
principle of his being. These desires and wishes, 
springing from the existence of his three lower 
bodies, can operate only in the external world, 
and cease to operate when these bodies are cast 
aside. Hunger is caused by the external body; 
as soon as that external body is no longer con
nected with the ego, hunger ceases. Now, had 
the ego no further desires than those springing 
from its own spiritual nature, it might at death 
draw f.ull satisfaction from the spiritual world 
into which it is transplanted. But life has given 
it other desires as well. It has kindled in it a 
lo:cging for pleasures only to be enjoyed by means 
of physical organs, although these pleasures them
selves to not originate in the nature of those 
organs. It is not only the three bodies which 
demand gratification from the physical world, 
but the ego itself finds pleasures in that world, 
for the enjoyment of which there exist no means 
whatever in the spiritual world. 

During life the ego has two kinds of desires: 
those .that spring from the bodies and must 
therefore be gratified within the bodies, but which 
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must also come to an end with their disintegration; 
and those that arise from the spiritual nature of 
the ego. So long as the ego <!ives in the bodies, 

I 

those cravings arc satisfied by mearis of the bodily 
organs. For in the manifestations of the bodily 
organs the hidden spiritual element is at work, 
and the senses receive something spiritual as well, 
in everything of which they are cognizant. That 
spiritual element is also present after death, 
although in a different form. Everything spir
itual that the ego longs for while in the world of 
sense, it still possesses when the senses are no 
longer there. 

Now if a third kind of wish were not added to 
these two, death would mean only a transition 
from desires which may be satisfied through the 
senses to such as are fulfilled by the revelation of 
the spiritual world. The third kind of desire 
is that which is created by the ego during life in 
the sense-world, because it finds pleasure in ~hat 
world, even when no spiritual element is revealed 
in it. The humblest pleasures may be manifes
tations of the spirit. The satisfaction afforded 
a starving creature by taking food is a manifesta
tion of the spirit, for by taking the food some
thing is thereupon brought about without which, 
in a certain sense, the spiritual nature could not 
develop. But the ego may go beyond the pleas
ure, which in this case is the outcome of necessity. 
It may even long for the delicious food quite 
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apart from the service rendered to the spirit by 
taking nourishment. 

It is the same ~th other things in the sense-
@ 

world. Desires are created in this way which 
would never have appeared in the sense-world 
if the human ego had not been incorporated in 
it. Neither do such desires arise from the spir
itual nature of the ego. The ego must have 
pleasures of the senses as long as it lives in the 
body, even though it be for the very reason that 
its own nature is spiritual. For the spirit is 
manifested in material things, and the ego is 
enjoying nothing less than spirit when it sur
renders itself to that element in the sense-world 
which is irradiated by the light of the spirit. 
Moreover, it will continue to enjoy this light 
even wl\,en the senses are no longer the medium 
through which the spiritual rays pass. But 
there is no fulfilment possible in the spiritual 
woi.ld for desires in which the spirit is not living 
even in the world of the senses. 

When death takes place, the possibility of 
gratifying desires of this description is cut off. 
Pleasure in good things to eat can be induced 
only by the presence of the physical organs re
quired for their consumption,-the palate, tongue, 
and so on; but when man has laid aside his 
physical body he no longer possesses these organs, 
and if the ego still craves for that kind of pleas
ure the craving must remain unsatisfied. So 
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long as the pleasure is subservient to the spir
itual need, it is caused only by the presence of 
the physical organs; but shotrld it, happen that 
the ego has created the desire without serving the 
spirit in so doing, he retains it after death in 
the fonn nf a craving which thirsts in vain for 
grati.fi.cati.on. \Ve can fonn an idea of what the 
individual then experiences only hy imagining 
some one suffering from burning thirst in a region 
where, far and wide, there is no water to be found. 
This is the predicament of the ego after death, 
so long as it retains ungratified desires for the 
pleasures of the outer world, and has no organs 
by means of which to satisfy them. Of course 
the burning thirst, serving as a comparison for 
the condition of the ego after death, must be 
thought of as enonnously increased, and it must 
be imagined as extending to all desires still exist
ing, for which all possibility of gratification is 
lacking. 

The next condition of the ego consists in freeing 
itself from this bond of attraction to the outer 
world. \.Vith regard to this world, it has to 
attain purification and liberation. It must be 
cleansed of all wishes which it has created while 
in the body, and which have no native rights in 
the spiritual world. As an object is caught and 
burned up by fire, so the world of desire, described 
above, is broken up and destroyed after death. 
A vista is then opened into that world which 
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occult science calls the " consuming fire" of the 
spirit. This fire seizes upon a desire which is of. 
the senses, but i'n wkich these are not an expression 
of the spirit. llevelations of this kind which occult 
science is bound to make with regard to such events 
may appear hopeless and terrible. It may seem 
a fearful thing that a hope, for the realization of 
which sense-organs are required, should after 
death be transformed into despair, and that a 
wish that can be fulfi~led only by the physical 
world should be changed into torturing depriva
tion. Yet we can hold such an opinion only 
so long as we fail to realize that the wishes and 
desires seized by the "consuming fire" after 
death do not, in a higher sense, represent forces 
beneficial to life but destn1ctive of it. 

By means of these forces the ego binds itself 
to the s~nse-world more closely than is neces
sary, in order to draw from it all the experience 
it -tequires. For the sense-world is a mani
festation of the hidden and spiritual world which 
lies behind it; and the ego could never attain 
spiritual happiness through the bodily senses, 
which are the only form in which the spiritual 
can be manifested, unless it utilized the senses 
to seek the spiritual element in sense-experi
ence. Nevertheless, the ego loses sight of the 
tn1e spiritual reality in the physical world to 
such an.extent that it experiences sensual desires 
irrespective of the needs of the spirit. If sense-
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pleasure, as the expression of the spirit, serves to 
. raise and develop the ego, any pleasure which is 
not an expression of the spirit• warps and impov
erishes it. No matter if this kind• of desire finds 
the means of its gratification in the outer world, 
its warping effect on the ego is in no way dimin
ished; but it is not until after death that its 
disastrous effects become apparent. 

For this reason a man may, by gratifying such 
desires, create, during his life, new and similar 
desires, wholly unaware that he is enveloping 
himself in a '' consuming fire.'' What becomes 
visible to him after death is only what already 
surrounded him during his life, and by thus 
becoming visible it at once appears in its salutary 
and beneficent effect. A human being who loves 
another is certainly not attracted merelY, by that 
part of him which is perceptible to the physical 
senses--the only part which is cut off from 
observation after death-but after death, that 
part of the dear one for the perception of which 
physical organs were only the means, is the very 
part which then becomes visible. The one thing, 
in fact, which would prevent the man from 
beholding his friend clearly is the presence of 
desires which can be satisfied only by means of 
physical organs. Unless these desires are extin
guished, he can have no conscious perception of 
his friend after death. When looked at in this 
light, the terrible and hopeless character which 
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after-death experiences, according to the descrip
tions given by occult science, might assume for 
man, beco~s ch~nged into one which is thor-

·• oughly satisfying and consoling. 
Now the first after-death experiences differ 

entirely in yet another respect from those of our 
present life. During the time of purification 
man lives, as it were, backwards. He lives over 
again the whole span of his life since his birth ; 
beginning with the eYents immediately preceding 
his death, and reversing the order of his experi
ences, he goes through them again until he reaches 
back to childhood. In this process he sees with 
spiritually enlightened eyes all those things which 
were not inspired by the spiritual nature of the 
ego, with the difference that he now experiences 
these tl1ings in a reversed position. 

For instance, a man who died in his sixtieth 
year, and who at the age of forty ha<l, in an out
bucst of anger, caused some one either physical 
or mental pain, will go through this experience 
again when, on the return journey of existence 
after death, he reaches that point in his fortieth 
year; but he docs not now experience the satis
faction which his attack had afforded him during 
life; instead, he experiences the pain which he 
inflicted upon the other man. It may at once 
be seen, however, that whatever pain he feels 
in the after-death experience is caused by a desire 
of the ego arising only from the outer physical 
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world; that is to say, the ego does not, in fact, 
injure only another by the indulgence of such a 
desire, but he also injures hi'msclf; though the .. 
injury to himself is not apparent during life. 

After death, however, the whole of the harm
ful world of desires becomes visible to the ego, 
who then feels attracted toward every being or 
object which had kindled the desire, in order that 
this may be destroyed in the '' consuming fire'' 
by the same means that created it. When man, 
on his return journey, reaches the moment of his 
birth, then only have all such desires been purged 
in the purifying flames, and henceforward ncthing 
remains to hinder him from devoting himself 
entirely to the spiritual world. He enters upon 
a new phase of existence. In the same way that 
he laid aside at death his physical and, soon after, 
his etheric body, so does that part of his astral 
body which responds only to the outer physical 
world now fall to pieces. 

Occult science, therefore, recognizes three 
corpses, -the physical, etheric, and astral. The 
period at which the last is cast off by man is 
marked by the time of purification, which amounts 
to about a third of the time which elapsed between 
birth and death. The reason why this is so can 
only be explained later, when the course of hu
man life is examined from the standpoint of 
occult science. To clairvoyant observation, astral 
corpses, which have been cast off by human 



SLEEP AND DEATH 75 

beings passing from the state of purification into 
a higher existence, are constantly visible in the 
world surrol.1'Jdinl man, in exactly the same way 
that physical corpses, in places inhahited by men, 
are apparent to physical ohservation. 1 

After purification an entirely new state of con
sciousness begins for the ego. ,vhcreas, before 
death, external images had to be brought before 
it, for the light of consciousness to fall on them, 
a world now streams, 1.s it were, from within, and 
penetrates to the consciousness. The ego is 
living in this world also between birth and death; 
only then this world is clothed in the manifesta
tions of the senses. It is only when the ego, freed 
from all the ties of sense, turns inward to behold 
its own "holy of holies" that his true innermost 
naturc,.which had hitherto been obscured by the 
senses, is revealed to him. In the same way that 
the ego is recognized inwardly before death, so, 
aftier death and purification, is the spiritmil life 
inwardly revealed to him in all its fulness. This 
revelation really takes place immediately the 
etheric body is laid aside; but it is obscured by 
the dark cloud of desires turned toward the outer 
world. It is as if a world of spiritual bliss were 
invaded by black demoniacal phantoms, caused 
by those desires which are being destroyed by 
the "consuming fire." Indeed, those desires are 

1 ln current theosophical literature, the cou<litiun uf the ego from 
death to the end of purification is call<'d "Kamaloca." 
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not mere phantoms, but real entities, which 
become apparent directly the ego is deprived of 
physical organs, and is thus able tq.discern those 
things which are of a spiritual nature. These 
entities have the appearance of distorted cari
catures of the objects with which the individual 
had formerly become acquainted through his 
senses. 

Clairvoyant observation reports that this place 
of purging fire is peopled by beings whose appear
ance may well seem horrifyin~ and painful to 
spiritual vision, whose pleasure seems to consist 
in destruction, and whose passions impel them 
to evil-doing of such a description that the evil 
of the physical world seems insignificant in com
parison. Whatever desires of the kind described 
above are brought into that world by mR-n, such 
desires are looked upon by these beings as food, 
by means of which their powers are continually 
strengthened and invigorated. 

The picture thus sketched of a world imper
ceptible to the senses may seem less incredible 
if we look with an unprejudiced eye on part of 
the animal world. What is a fierce, devouring 
wolf, from a spiritual point of view? What 
does it reveal to us through that which our senses 
perceive? Nothing else than a soul that lives 
in desire, and acts by desire. The external form 
of the wolf may be called an embodiment of 
those desires; and if man had no organs with 
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which to perceive that form, if its desires appeared 
invisibly in their effects,-if, therefore, a force 
invisible to t]ie eye were prowling about, and 
might be the cause of all that happened through 
the visible wolf,-he would still be forced to 
recognize the existence of a creature co1Tespond
ing to it. Now the beings of the region of puri
fying fire are not visible to the physical eye, but 
to clairvoyant sight only; but their effects are 
clearly apparent. They bring about the destruc
tion of the ego when it gives them nourishment. 
These effects are clearly visible if what began 
as a pleasure leads to excess and debauchery. 

For even what is perceptible to the senses would 
attract the ego only in so far as the pleasure had 
its root in the ego's own nature. The animal is 
prompted by desire for that in the outer world 
which its three bodies crave. Man has higher 
enjoyments, because to the three principles of 
his, bodily nature is added the fourth, the ego. 
But if the ego seeks a gratification which tends 
not to the maintenance and development of its 
nature but to its destruction, then such a craving 
can be neither the effect of its three bodies, nor 
that of its own nature, but can only be caused 
by beings, in their true form concealed from the 
senses, but able to approach furtively that higher 
nature of the ego, and excite in it desires which, 
though· it is cut off from the senses, can still be 
satisfied only by means of sense-organs. 
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For there are beings which feed on passions 
and desires of a worse kind than those of an 
animal nature, because they do' not ,(;l:xpend them
selves on objects of the senses but seize upon the 
spiritual ekment and drag it down to a sensual 
level. Therefore the forms of such beings are 
more hideous, more horrible, to spiritual sight 
than arc the forms of the fiercest animals, in which 
after all only passions rooted in the senses arc 
incarnated. And the destructive forces of these 
beings immeasurably surpass any destructive rage 
existing in the animal world as perceived by the 
senses. Occult science must in this way c111argc 
man's view so as to include a world of beings 
standing. in a certain respect, lower than the 
visibly destructive animal world. 

\Yhcn man, after death, has passed through the 
\Yorld of purification, he finds himself in a world 
the conte11ts of which are spiritual, and which 
also creates in him longings which can be satisfied 
only by spiritual things. But even now man dis
tinguishes uetween that which properly belongs 
to his ego and that which forms the environment 
of that ego--one might say, its spiritual outer 
world. Only whatever he becomes sensible of 
in this environment, pours in upon him in the 
same way that the consciousness of his own ego 
poured in upon him during his sojourn in the body. 
\Vhereas man's environment in the life between 
birth and death speaks to him through his bodily 
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organs, after all the bodies are laid aside the 
language of his new environment penetrates 
directly into.ihe innermost sanctuary of the ego. 
l\tlan's whole environment is now filled with beings 
of a like nature with his ego, for only an ego has 
access to an ego. Just as minerals, plants, and 
animals surround man in the sense-world, and 
compose it, so, after death, 1s he surrounded by a 
world composed of beings of a spiritual nature. 

Yet he takes som,~thing with him into this 
world which is not part of his environment 
there; it is what the ego has experienced in the 
world of the senses. First of all, the sum of 
these experiences appeared, as a comprehensive 
memory-picture, immediately after death, while 
the etheric bo<ly was still united to the ego. 
The efaeric body itself is then, indeed, laid aside, 
but something of the memory-picture remains 
with the ego as an everlasting possession. Just 
as•if an extract or essence were made out of all 
the events and experiences which a man en
counters between birth and death, so might we 
describe that which is left behind. It is the 
spiritual product of life, its fruit. This product 
is spiritual in nature. It contains everything 
spiritual which is revealed through the senses, 
yet this spiritual treasure could not have been 
gathered save by life in the sense-world. 

After death, the ego realizes that this spiritual 
fruit of the sense-world is its very own, its inner 
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world, with which it enters the world composed 
of beings revealing themselves as only his own 
ego can reveal itself in the ii1mo~t recesses of 
his being. As a plant seed, which is the essence 
of the whole plant, grows only when buried in 
another world, the earth, so now does that which 
the C'go brings from the sense-world gradually 
unfold itself as a seed under the influence of 
the spiritual environment in which it has been 
planted. Occult science can, of course, only por
tray in pictures what happens in this "spirit
world"; nevertheless those pictures may be such 
as present themselves to the clairvoyant's sight 
as absolute reality, ,vhen he is following up the 
invisible happenings, corresponding to those which 
are visible to the physical eye. Whatever 
of that world can be describe<l may b~ made 
clear by comparisons with the external world; 
for although it is of a purely spiritual nature, 
it nevertheless resembles the physical world ·•in 
certain respects. As, for instance, a colour ap
pears in the latter world, when this or that 
object strikes the eye, so does a colour present 
itself to the ego in the spirit-world when another 
being influences it. But in this case, the colour 
is produced in the same manner, as only the per
ception of the ego can be affected during life 
between birth and death. It is riot as if the 
light outside fell within upon the man, hat as if 
another being directly affected the ego, causing 
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the latter to picture this influence in a colour-form. 
Thus do ali beings in the spiritual environment 

of the ego ~d expression in a world of coloured 
rays. As their origin is of a different kind, it 
goes without saying that these colours of the 
spiritual world are also of a somewhat different 
character from physical colours. A similar thing 
is true of other impressions received by man from 
the world of sense. But it is the sounds of the 
spiritual world that most nearly resemble the 
impressions of the sense-world; and the more 
at home a man becomes in the spiritual world, 
the more does he realize it as a life of self-deter
mined motion, which may be compared with 
the sounds, and the harmony of sounds, of the 
physical world. Only he does not feel the tones 
as something approaching an organ from out
side, but as a force streaming forth into the 
outer world through his ego. He feels the sound 
just as in the sense-world he feels his own speech 
or song, only that in the spiritual world he knows 
these sounds streaming out from him are at the 
same time the manifestations of other beings, 
who are pouring themselves into the world 
through him. 

A still higher manifestation takes place in 
the spirit-land when the sound becomes the 
"spiritual word." Then there streams through 
the egcl not only the pulsing life of another spirit
ual being, but such a being itself communicates 



82 AN OtTTLINE OF OCCULT SCIENCE 

its own inner nature to the ego; ~nd then, when 
the spiritual word streams through the ego, two 
beings live in one another,· witf1out .ihat separat
ing element which every companionship in the 
sense-world must carry with it. And this is 
really the 1tature of the communion of the ego 
with other spiritual beings after death. 

There are three regions in the spiritual world, 
which may be compared to the three divisions 
of the physical sense-,1\·orld. The first region 
is in a certain n'spect the "solid land" of the 
spiritual world, the second the "sphere of ocean 
and riyer,'' and the third the "atmosp~1eric 
region." That which assumes µhysical form on 
earth, so as to he perceived by physical organs, 
is, in accordance with its spiritual nature, seen 
in the first reginn of the spirit-world. • There, 
for instance, may 1 >C seen the force that fashions 
the form of a crystal. Only what is then revealed 
is the opposite of that ,vhich appears in the sen!e
world. In that world the space \vhich is filled by 
a mass <Jf rock appears to spiritual sight as a 
kind of hollow space; but round about this hol
low is seen the force which fashions the form of 
the rock. The colour of the rock in the sense
world appears in the spiritual world as its com
plementary colour; thus a red stone is green 
when seen from the spirit-world, a green stone 
is red, and so on. Other qualities also tlppear 
in their opposites. Just as stone, masses of 
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earth, and like materials make up the solid land 
-the continental region of the world of sense
so do the "'itruciures described above compose 
the solid .land of the spiritual world. 

All that is life in the sense-world belongs to 
the ocean-region of the spiritual world. To the 
physical eye, life appears in its effects in plants, 
animals, and men. To spiritual vision, life is a 
flowing substance, like oceans and rivers, diffused 
through the spirit-,,·orld. A still better com
parison is that wit.h the circulation of the blood 
in the body; for ,,·hereas seas and rivers are seen 
to Le irregularly <listributed in the physical 
world, a certain regularity in distribution of the 
flowing life reigns in the spirit-world, as in the 
circulation of the blood. This "flowing life" is 
simultaneously heard as spiritual sound. 

The third region of the spirit-world is its 
"atmosphere." \,Vhat is known in the physical 
world as "feeling" is also present there, perme
ating everything like the air on the earth. We 
must imagine a rushing sea of feeling. Pain 
and sorrow, joy and rapture, flow through this 
region, like wind and storms in the atmosphere 
of the physical world. Imagine a battle fought 
on earth. There confront one another not merely 
human forms as seen by the physical eye, 
but feelings opposed to feelings, passions to pas
sions; pain fills the battlefield just as much as 
clo the forms of men. All that is seething there 
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of passion, pain, and the joy of victory is not 
only perceptible in its effects as revealed to the 
physical senses; it may be seen 'with.•the spiritual 
senses as an atmospheric process in the spirit
world. Such an event in the spiritual world 
is like a thunderstorm in the physical, and the 
perception of these events may be compared to 
the hearing of words in the physical world. For 
this reason it is said that as the air envelops and 
permeates earthly beings, so do "interweaving 
spiritual words" pervade the beings and events 
of the spirit-world. 

And yet further observations are possible of 
this spirit-world. What may be compared to 
light and heat in the physical world is there too. 
That which permeates everything in the spirit
world, as earthly things and beings are permeated 
by heat, is the world of thought itself. There, 
however, thoughts must be regarded as living 
and independent beings. \Vhat is understood 
by man in the manifested world as thought is 
but a shadow of what lives as a thought-being in 
the spirit-world. Imagine thought, as it now 
exists in man, raised out of him and as an active, 
energetic being, endowed with an inner life of 
its own, and you have a feeble illustration of that 
which fills the fourth region of the spirit-world. 
In the physical world between birth and death 
what man understands as thought is but th(! mani
festation of the thought-world as it is able to 
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mould itself by means of the instruments afforded 
by the bodies. All such thoughts cherished by 
man as ea~ wfth them an enrichment of the 
physical world have their origin in this region. 
By such thoughts are meant not only the ideas of 
great inventors and men of genius; but those 
ideas found in every individual which he dees not 
owe solely to the external world, but through 
which he, so to speak, transforms that world. 

So far as feelings and passions are concerned, 
the cause of which lies in the outer world, these 
feelings are perceptible in the third region of 
the spirit-world; but everything which so lives 
in a man's soul as to make him a creator,
in:fluencing, transforming, and fertilizing his en
vironment,-in its original and intrinsic form is 
manifest in the fourth division of the spirit-world. 

That which exists in the fifth region may be 
compared to physical light. In its archetypal 
fOllll it is wisdom in manifestation. Beings who 
diffuse wisdom throughout their surroundings, 
as the sun pours light on physical beings, belong 
to this realm. Whatever is illumffiated by their 
wisdom stands forth in its true meaning and 
significance for the spiritual world, just as the 
colour of a physical object is seen when the 
light falls upon it. There are still higher regions 
of the spirit-world, which will be described later 
in this work. 

Into this world the ego is plunged after death, 
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together with the results it carries with it out of 
physical life. And these results are still united 
with that part of the astral oody ,.1¥hich is not 
cast off at the end of the time of purification. In 
fact, only that part falls away which, in its desires 
and wishes, turned after death toward physical 
life. The plunging of the ego into the spiritual 
world, with what it has acquired in the physical 
world, may be compared to Lhc planting of a 
grain of seed in the soil in ,vhich it can mature. 
As the grain of seed draws substances and forces 
from its surroundings in order that it may develop 
into a new plant, so the condition of the ego, 
when implanted in the spiritual world, is one of 
development and grO\vth. 

There lies hidden in what is perceived by an 
organ, the force by which that same organ was 
formed. The eye perceives light; but without 
light there ,•rnul<l he no eye. L:reatures spending 
their lives in darkness do not develop organs• of 
sight. Thus the whole of man's physical body is 
created out of the hidden forces of that of which 
he becomes c~nscious through his bodily organs. 
The physical body is built up by the forces of 
the physical world, the etheric body by those 
of the life-world, and the astral body is formed 
out of the astral world. Now when the ego is 
transferred to the spirit-world it is met by just 
those forces which remain hidden to physical 
perception. 
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What appear to man's view in the first region 
of the spirit-world are the spiritual beings that 
are always iUrrotfnding him, and that have built 

• up his physical body. Thus in the physical world 
man perceives nothing but the manifestations 
of those spiritual forces which have formed his 
own physical body. After deatJ1 he is in the very 
midst of these moulding forces, which, previously 
hidden, now appear to him in their true forms. 
In the same way, in the second region, he is in 
the midst of the forces hy which his ctherie body 
was organized, and in the third region there pour 
in upon him the potencies out of which his astral 
body was fornwcl. The higher rcgiuns of tlw 
spirit-worlrl also direct towarrl. him those forces 
from which he was lmilt up for the life between 
birth atid death. 

These denizens of the spiritual world are at 
present working in cooperation with that which 
man has brought with him as the product of his 
last life, which now becomes a germ; and through 
this cooperation man is first of all huilt up anew 
as a spiritual being. The physical and etheric 
bodies are still present in sleep; the astral body 
and the ego are, it is true, outside them, but still 
connected with them. \Vhatever influences the 
astral body and the ego receive, in such a state, 
from the spiritual worl<l, can serve only to recu
perate• the forces exhausted during the waking 
state. 
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But when the physical and etheric bodies have 
been laid aside, and also, after the time of purifi
cation, those parts of the astral body itill bound by 

• their desires to the physical world, then every-
thing pouring in upon the ego from the spiritual 
world is not only a reforming but a reorganizing 
force. After a certain period, to be dealt with in 
later chapters, the ego gathers round it an astral 
body which will again be able to live in such an 
etheric and physical body as man possesses between 
birth and death. The man may once more pass 
through birth and renew his earthly existence, with 
which, however, will be incorporated the results 
of his former life. Until the rebuilding of his 
astral body, the man is a witness of his reconstruc
tion. As the powers of the spirit-world are not 
manifested to him through external org~ns, but 
from within outward, like his own ego in self
consciousness, he is able to observe that manifesta
tion so long as his attention is not turned to. an 
outer world of perception. But from the moment 
that the astral body is reconstituted, his attention 
is turned outwards: the astral body once more 
craves an outer etheric and physical body. It 
is thus turned away from the inner revelations. 
For this reason there is now an intermediate 
state, during which man is immersed in uncon
sciousness. For consciousness can emerge again 
in the physical world only when the necessary 
organs for physical perception are formed. 
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During this period, in which consciousness 
illuminated by inner perception ceases, the new 
etheric bodl beghis to link itself to the astral 
and man cari once again enter a physical body. 
In the linking together of these two bodies only 
such an ego could consciously take part as had 
of itself created the Life-Spirit and Spirit-Man 
out of the creative forces hidden in the etheric 
and physical bodies. Until the individual has 
evolved as far as th;s, beings further advanced 
than himself in evolution must guide this linking 
together. The astral body is guided by such 
beings as these to parents by whose means it 
may be endowed with the appropriate etheric 
and physical bodies. Before the attachment of 
the etheric body takes place, something of very 
great importance happens to the man who is 
about to reenter physical existence. 

In his former life he created disturbing forces, 
w}iich were revealed to him on the journey 
retraced after death. Let us again take an exam
ple. He caused some one pain in an outburst 
of anger in the fortieth year of his former life. 
After death, the other's pain came before him 
as a force which had interfered with the evolu
tion of his ego. It is similarly so with all such 
events of his former life. On his reentrance into 
physical life these hindrances to his evolution 
confront the ego anew. As, on the threshold of 
death, a sort of memory-picture rose up before 
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the human ego, so does there now arise a vision 
of the life approaching. ..\gain he sees a picture, 
this time sh<.wving all the obstades '¥hich he has 
to clear away. if he is to a<iYance 'in evolution. 
And what he thus sees becomes the starting
point for forces which he must hring with him 
into his new lifr. The picture of the pain he has 
caused the other man becomes a force which 
impels tbe ego, on entering life again, to make 
amends for this pain. Thus the previous life 
has a determining effect on the new one. The 
deeds of the ne,,· life are in a certain way caused 
Ly those nf the former life. This connection, 
follmving a law, between an earlier and later 
existence is to be looked upon as the "Law of 
Destiny"; it has become usual to c.lesignate it 
"Karma," a tern1 liorrowcd from oriental wisdom. 

The building up of a new set of bodies, however, 
is not the only task incumbent upon man between 
death and a new birth. \\Thile this building 1,1.p 

is taking place, man lives outside the physical 
world. That world, however, continues to evolve 
during this time. The surface of the earth changes 
in comparatively short periods of time. What 
aspect did those regions which are now occupied by 
Germany bear a few thousand years ago? \Vhen 
man appears on earth in a new existence, the earth 
rarely looks the same as it did at the time of his 
last incarnation. During his absence £ram the 
earth all sorts of changes have occurred. Now 
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hidden forces are also at work in this alteration 
of the face of the earth, acting from that very 
world in whjch n\an finds himself after death; 
and he himse!f must cooperate with these forces 
in the transformation of the earth. He can do 
so only under the <lirection of Higher Beings 
until, by the creation of his Life-Spirit and Spirit
Man, he has acquired a clear perception of the 
connection between the spiritual and its expres
sion in the physical. But he takes part in the 
transformation of earthly conditions. It may be 
said that during the period between death and 
a new hirth, man so transforms the earth that its 
conditions are in keeping with what he has evolved 
in himself. If we look at a given place on the 
earth at a definite moment, and see it again 
after a \ong lapse of time, under entirely changed 
conditions, the forces which have ·wrought the 
change have proceeded from those who are now 
dead. And it is this kind of connection which 
exists between them and the earth until the time 
of rebirth. 

Clairvoyant observation sees in all physical 
existence the manifestation of a hidden spiritual 
element. To physical observation it is the light 
of the sun, climatic changes, and so on, that 
effect the transformation of the earth, but to 
clairvoyance it is the force of the dead that acts 
in the :iay of light which falls on the plant from 
the sun. The clairvoyant sees how human souls 
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hover about plants, how they change the surface 
of the earth. Not only on himself, not only on 
the preparations for his own flew ~rthly exist-

• ence, is man's attention bestowed after death,-
no, he is called upon then to work upon the outer 
world, just as he is in life between the time of 
his birth and death. 

Not only does the life of man affect the condi
tions of the physical world from spirit-land; but, 
vice versa, activity during physical existence has 
its effects in the spiritual worltj.. An example 
may explain what happens in this respect. A bond 
of love exists between mother and child. 'fhis 
love arises from a mutual attraction caused by 
the forces of the sense-world. But in the course 
of time it changes. A spiritual tie gradually 
grows out of the sense-bond, and this spiritual 
tie is not created for the physical world only 
but for the spirit-world as well. The same 
applies to other ties. Whatever is created, in 
the physical world by spiritual entities continues 
to exist in the spiritual world. Friends who 
were closely united in life belong to each other 
in spirit-land also, and when their bodies are 
laid aside they are in much more intimate com
munion than during physical life. For as spirits 
they exist for each other in the same way as, 
in the above description, spiritual beings reveal 
themselves to others by inner manifestation; and 
a tie created between two persons brings them 
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together again in a new life. Thus in the truest 
sense of the word we may speak of finding one 
another agaip aft<:.'r death. 

What has • once happened to a man between 
birth and death and from then till a new birth, 
repeats itself. Man returns to earth again and 
again when the fruit he has earned in a physical 
life has ripened in the spirit-world. It is not, 
however, a case of repetition without beginning or 
end; but man has oLce passed out of different 
forms of existence into those which nm their 
course in the manner just described, and he 
will again in the future pass into other forms. 
An outlook on these transition stages will be 
gained when the evolution of the universe in 
connection with man is subsequently dealt with 
from the standpoint of occult science. 

The 0occurrences between death and a new 
birth are of course still more concealed from 
outer sense-observation than is the spiritual 
foundation underlying manifested life between 
birth and death. This sense-observation can 
see only the effects of that portion of the hidden 
world where they impinge upon physical existence. 
With regard to this the question must arise 
whether man, on entering this life at birth, 
brings with him any results from the events de
scribed by occult science as having taken place 
between his last death and his birth. If one 
finds the shell of a snail in which there is no 
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trace of the animal he will, in spite of that, recog
nize that this snailshell was formed by the activity 
of an animal, and he canndt beijeve that the 
shell constn1ctcd a fotm for itself, by means of, 
mere physical forces. In the same way one 
who studies a man <luring life, and finds some
thing in him which cannot be due to this life, may 
reasonably admit that it arises from what occult 
science describes, if by so doing an explanatory 
light is thrown on what is otherwise inexplicable. 

Here, too, the unseen cause's might appear 
intelligible to rational sense-observation from 
their visible effects, and whoever observes life 
with absolute impartiality will find that, with 
every fresh observation, this appears more and 
more to be the truth. The important question, 
however, is how to find the right poin~ of view 
from which to observe the workings in life. Where, 
for example, are the effects to be found of what 
occult science descril1cs as incidents of the time of 
purification? How are the effects of the expe
rience which, according to occult investigations, 
man undergoes in purely spiritual regions, man
ifested after this time of purification? 

Problems enough press upon every serious 
and profound student of life in this domain. We 
see one man born in want and misery, endowed 
only with inferior abilities, so that on account 
of these facts, which are incident to his birth, 
he appears predestined to a miserable existence. 
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Another, from the first moment of his life, is 
tended and cherished by loving hands and hearts; 
brilliant taients •are tmfoldcd in him; his gifts 
point to a• successful and satisfactory career. 
Two opposite views may be taken when met by 
such questions as these. The one will adhere 
to what the senses perceive arnl what the un
derstanding, relying on these senses, is able 
to comprehend. This view will admit no prob
lem in the fact that one man is l)orn fortunate 
and the other unforttmatc. Even if the word 
"chance" is not used, there will be no question 
of thinking that such things are Lrought about 
through any law of cause all(l effect. Also with 
regard to talents and abilities, such a view will con
sider them as "inherited" from parents, grand
parents, and other ancestors. It would refuse to 
seek the causes in spiritual events which the 
man himself met -..vith hefore birth-apart from 
tl\e line of heredity from his ancestors-and by 
means of which he formed his talents arnl abilities. 

Another view would find no satisfaction in 
such an interpretation. It would assert that 
even in the manifested world nothing happens 
in a definite place or in definite surroundings 
without our having to presuppose causes for the 
event in question. Even though in many cases 
such causes have not yet been investigated, they 
are there. An Alpine Hower docs not grow in 
the lowlands. Its nature has something which 
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associates it with Alpine regions. Just so must 
there be something in a man which determines 
his birth in a certain env1ronrqent. Causes 
belonging to the physical world alone are not 
sufficient to account for this. To a more pro
found thinker such an explanation would be 
much the same as if the fact of some one having 
given another a blow should be attributed not 
to the feelings of the former, but to the physical 
mechanism of his hand. 

Just as unsatisfactory would any explanation 
of abilities and talents solely by "heredity" 
appear to such a view. It is true one may say: 
"See how certain talents are inherited in families." 
During two and a half centuries musical talents 
were inherited by members of the Bach family. 
Eight mathematicians sprang from the Bernoulli 
family, to some of whom quite different occupa
tions . were assigned in their childhood; but the 
inherited talents always drove them to the family 
vocation. It may be further pointed out how, 
by an exact investigation of the line of ancestry 
of a personality, it can be shown that in one 
way or another the gifts of this personality have 
shown themselves in the forefathers, and only 
represent the sum of inherited talents. Whoever 
holds the latter of the two views above indicated 
will be sure not to let such facts pass unnoticed, 
but to him they cannot mean the same .as they 
do to one who relies for his interpretation on 
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the events of the world of sense alone. The 
former will point out that inherited talents can of 
themselves ncr\_,morc combine into a complete per-

, sonality than can the metal portions of a watch 
fit themselves together. And if it is objected that 
the cooperation of the parents may doubtless pro
<luce the combination of talcnts,--that this takes, 
as it were, the place of the watchmaker,-hc 
will reply: " Look impartially at what is new in 
every child-personality, that which is absolutely 
new: that cannot come from the parents, for 
the simple reason that it does not exist in them." 

Inaccurate thinking may create much confusion 
in this domain. vVorst of all is it when those 
who hold the second view are set down by the 
supporters of the first as opponents of what is, 
after all,. borne out by "ascertained facts." But 
it may well be that the latter have not the slight
est intention of denying the truth or value of 
those facts. For instance, they see that a def
inite mental aptitude or predisposition is "in
herited" in a family, and that certain gifts 
accumulated and combined in one descendant 
result in a remarkable personality. They are 
perfectly willing to acquiesce when it is said 
that the most celebrated name seldom stands at 
thtl top, but at the bottom, of a line of descent. 
But it should not be taken amiss if they are 
compelled to form very different opinions on the 
subject from those of people who are determined 
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to accept nothing Lut material evidence. To 
the latter it mav be said that it is true a man 
shov,·s the char;ctcristics of •his .ancestors, for 
the ''spi1it-soul" which enters upon physical 
existence at birth draws its bodily substance 
from that ,vhich heredity bestows on it. But 
this is only to say that a being already possesses 
in his own nature the characteristics of the 
medium into which he has descended. 

It is no do11ht a singular--a trivial-com
parison, but the unprejudiced person will not 
deny its validity if it is said that the fact that 
a human being turns out to he imhucd with the 
qualities of his fordathcrs proves the origin of 
the personal qualities of the individual just as 
little as the fact that a man is wet because he 
has fallen into the water proves sorncthin~ regard
ing his inner nature. .And it may further be 
said that if the most celebrated name stands 
at the bottom of a line of family descent, it 
shows that the bearer of that name needed that 
particular ancestry to build the body necessary 
for the expression of his ,vhole personality. 
But it is no proof that his actual personal qual
ities were transmitted to him: such a statement 
is, on the contrary, opposed to sound logic. If 
personal gifts were inherited, they would be 
found at the beginning of a line of descent, 1 and 

1 The assertion that a man's personal talents, if govl!'med purely 
by the law of "heredity," must show themselves at the beginning of 
a line of descent, not at its end, might of course easily be misttnderstood. 
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starting from that point be transmitted to the 
descendants. As,. however, they stand at the 
end, it is evMent that they are not transmitted. 

Now it is not to be denied that those who speak 
of a spiritual causality in life have contributed no 
less to bringing about confusion of thought. Far 
too much generalizing and vague discussion comes 
from this quarter. To say that a man's person
ality is a combination of inherited characteristics 
may certainly be compared with the assertion 
that the metal parts of a watch have fitted them
selves together. It must also be admitted that, 
with regard to many assertions about a spiritual 
world, it is as though some one said that the 
mctai. parts of a watch cannot put themselves 
together in such a way as to cnahle the hands to 
move forward; some intelligence must therefore 
be present to effect this forward movement. In 
face of such an assertion, he certainly builds on 
a frtr better foundation who says: "Oh! I care 
nothing for your 'mystic' beings who move the 
hands on. ,vhat I want to know is the mechanical 
construction by means of which the forward move
ment of the hands is achieved." It is by no 
It might be said, indeed, that they could not show thcmselv1•s then, 
for they must first be 1lewlopc,I. But this is no objection; for if we 
wish to prove that something has been inherited from an ancestor, 
we· must show how that which was there before is repeated in a de
scendant. Now if it were demonstratC'd that something existed at 
the beginnin~ of a genealogical line which reappeared in its further 
course, we ~1ght speak of hereclity. \V c cannot do so when something 
appears at the end of it which was not there before. The reversal of 
the above proposition is only to show that the belief in heredity is 
impossible. 
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means a question of merely knowing that behind 
a mechanism, for L'Xample a ~at.eh, there is an 
intelligence (the watchmaker); it elm only be of 
importance tu know the ideas in the watchmaker's 
mind which preceded the com;truction of the 
watch. These thoughts may be rc<liscovered in 
the mechanism. 

2\lere dreaming and imagining about the super
sensual only result in confusion, for they are not 
ca1culatetl to satisfy opponents. The latter are 
right in saying that such general allusions to super
physical beings arc not at all conducive t:i an 
understanding of facts. Of course, such oppo
nents might also say the same of the exact state
ments of oc<:ult science. But, in that case, it•may 
be pointed out that the effects of hidden spirit
ual causes arc seen in manifrstcd life. I~t us as
sume for the moment that what occult science 
asserts to he proved by observation is correct,-
that man has gone through a time of purification 
after death, and during this µeriod has experi
encc:cl in his soul how a certain deed performed 
by him in a former life was a hindrance to his 
progressive evolution. \Vhile he was undergoing 
this experience, the impulse arose in him to make 
amends for that deed. He brings this impulse 
with him into a new life, and its presence pro
duces a tendency in his nature which draws him 
into conditions rendering the amendment possi
ble. Taking into consideration a number of such 
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impulses, we have the cause for a man's being 
born into an environment corresponding to his 
destiny. • • 

Vv e may deal in the same way with another 
assumption. Let us again accept as correct the 
assertion of occult science that the fruits of a 
past life are incorporated in man's spiritual 
germ, and that the spirit-land in which man 
finds himself, hetweC'n death and a new life, is 
the region in ,vhich these fruits ripen, and arc 
transformed into talents and capabilities which will 
appear in a new life and will form the personality 
so that it appears as the effect of ,vl1at was gained 
in a former life. It will become evident to any 
one who accepts these hypotheses and, bearing 
them in mind, survPys life impartially, that 
while, bv their means, all material facts mav be 

p • 

appreciated in their full truth and significance, 
at the same time everything hecomes intelli
gible which, if merely material facts were relied 
upon, must forever remain incomprehensible to 
one whose attention is fixed on the spiritual 
world. And, mon.' important still, there will 
vanish that illogical reasoning of the kind indi
cated above,--that because the most distinguished 
name in a line of descent stands at the end of 
it, its bearer must have inherited his gifts. Life 
becomes logically comprehensible through the 
superser-tsual facts ascertained by occult science. 

But yet another weighty objection may be 
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raised by the conscientious seeker after truth 
who desires to find his ,vay to facts and has no 
experience of his own in the st1persensual world. 
It may be urged that it is inadmiss~ible to accept 
the existence of facts, of any kind, simply because 
by means of them something may be explained 
which is otherwise unintelligible. Such an objec
tion is meaningless to one who knows the corre
sponding facts from supersensual experience, and 
in later chapters of this book will be indicated 
the path that may be followed in order to gain 
knowledge not only of the spiritual facts herein 
described, but also of the la,v of spiritual causa
tion as a personal experience. Any one, how
ever, ,vho is not willing to enter upon this path 
may find the above objection important; and 
what can be said against it is also of valu._e to one 
who is resolved to follow the path indicated. For 
if it is received in the right spirit, it is the very 
best preliminary step that can be taken on this 
path. It is perfectly true that one ought not to 
accept a statement about which one is otherwise 
ignorant merely because, by means of it, some
thing otherwise inexplicable can be explained, but 
in the case of alleged spiritual facts the matter is 
different. If the statements are accepted, the 
intellectual consequence is not only that, by their 
means, life becomes intelligible, but that through 
admitting these hypotheses into the thought-world, 
experiences of quite a new kind arc induced. 
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Take the following case. Something befalls a 
man which causes him extremely painful sensa
tions. He ~y m•cet the situation in one of two 
ways. He may submit to the occurrence as 
something affecting him painfully, and abandon 
himself to the painful sem;ation, even becoming 
absorbed in his grief; or he may meet it in another 
way. He may say: "It is reaJly I myself who 
in a former life set the force in motion which has 
brought me into contact with this thing. I have 
really brought it on myself." He may then 
awaken in himself all the feelings which such a 
thought brings in its train. It goes without say
ing that the thought must be entertained with 
perfect seriousness, and with the utmost possible 
force, if it is to have such consequences in the 
life of ~ensation and feeling. One who succeeds 
in this will meet with an experience which may be 
best illustrated by a comparison. Let us suppose 
tha.t two men have each a stick of sealing wax 
in his hand. One begins reflecting about its 
inner nature. These reflections may perhaps be 
very wise, but if the '' inner nature" did not 
show itself in any way, some one might easily 
retort: "That is all imagination." The other, 
however, rubs the st'aling wax with a woollen 
rag, and then shows that it attracts small particles. 
There is an important <lifference between the 
thought,s which have passed through the first 
man's head and prompted his reflections, and 
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those of the second. The thoughts of the first 
man had no actual result; those of the second 
have called out a hidden f'orce,. consequently . 
something real. 

The same thing happens with regard to the 
thoughts of a man in whose mind the i<lca arises 
that in a former life he has set going within him
self the force ,vhich causes him to meet with a 
certain event. The mere concept.ion of this 
stirs up strength within him whi.ch enables him 
to face the event in quite' a different manner from 
that in which he would have met it without 
entertaining such an idea. It dawns upon him 
that an event which he would otherwise have 
looked upon as an accident was really a nect>ssity, 
and the perception will flash upon him: "lVly 
thought was the right one, for it had the power of 
revealing a truth to me." If such inner processes 
are repeated they will grow into a source of inward 
power and thus prove their truth by their fruit
fulness; and little by little, this truth is found to 
be powerfully effective. Such processes have a 
salutary effect on body, soul. and spirit,---nay, 
they help life forward in every way. The man 
becomes aware that in this manner he takes the 
right position with regard to life's continuity; 
whereas, by taking into consideration only the 
one life between birth and death, he is the victim 
of a delusion. 

Such an entirely inward proof of spi1itual 
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causation can of course be acquired only by each 
one for himself, in his own inner life. But it is in 
every one's P',?Wer •to have it. Those who have 

•not acquired it certainly cannot judge of its con
vincing force: but those who have acquired it 
can scarcely have any further doubt in the matter. 
And there is no reason for surprise that this should 
be so. It is only natural that what is so wholly 
bound up with the constitution of man's inmost 
being and personality can be adequately proved 
only by inner experience. On the other hand, it 
cannot be alleged that because such a matter 
corresponds to inner experience it must therefore 
be settled by every one for himself, and that it 
is no subject for occult science. Certain it is 
that every one must undergo the experience 
for himself, just as l'ach must see for himself the 
proof of a mathematical problem. But the path 
by which such an experience may be gained is 
opeu. to all, just as the method of proving a mathe
matical problem is available for every one. 

It is not to he denied that, apart, of course, from 
clairvoyant observation, the only proof which 
can hold its own against unprejudiced logic is the 
one just cited of the power of right thinking to 
engender force. All other considerations are no 
doubt very important, but in all of them there 
will be something 011 which an opponent might 
seize as a point of attack. Surely one who has 
acquired a fairly impartial way of looking at 
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things will find something in the possibility and 
actual fact of man's education, which has the 
power of logical proof that a spir~tual being is 
stn1ggling for cxistE-nce within the· sheath of the· 
body. He will compare animals with man and 
say to himself that at the birth of the former 
there appear certain <lefinitc qualities and capaci
ties as something, decisive in itself, which plainly 
shows hO\v it has brcn designed by heredity and 
will evolve in the outer \Vorld. \Ve see how a 
young chicken carries out life's functions in the 
appointed way from its birth; but by means of 
education something comes into touch with man's 
inner life which is indepenrlcnt of any connection 
with his heredity, and he may be in a position to 
assimilate the effects of such external influences. 
The educator knows that such influence's. are met 
by forc('S comi11g from the man's inner nature. 
If this is not the case all instruction and training 
are meaningless. The unpr<'judiccd educator finds 
the boundary line between inherited talents and 
those inner forces of the man himself which shine 
through them and originate in former lives, to be 
very sharply marked. It is true we cannot bring 
forward such weighty proofs for things of this 
kind as we can for certain J hysical facts, by means 
of scales; but then these are just the intimate 
things of life, and one who has the power to appre
ciate such impalpable proofs will find them·convinc
ing-even more convincing than palpable reality. 
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That animals may be trained, and thus, to a 
certain extent, acquire qualities and capacities 

• by education,.is no objection to him who is able 
to see reality, for apart from the fact that transi
tional stages are met \vith all over the world, the 
results of training an animal by no means fade 
away with its imlivi<lual existence, as is the case 
with a man. \Vhat is more, the fact has been 
emphasized that facvltics acquired Ly domestic 
animals through intercourse with man are trans
mitted, that is to say, continue in the species, not 
in the individual. Darwin describes how dogs 
fetch and carry without having been taught to do 
so, or without having seen it done. Who would 
make such an assertion with regard to human 
education? 
~ ow there arc thinkers whose observations have 

led them beyond the opinion that a man is built 
by purely inhcrikd forces from without. They 
rise• to the thought that a spiritual being, an 
individuality, ('xists before life in the body, and 
fashions it; but many of them find it impossible 
to conceive that there are repeated earthly lives, 
and that the fruits of fonner lives are moulding 
forces during the intermediate state between two 
lives. Let us take one instance from among the 
ranks of these thinkers. Immanuel Hermann 
Fichte, son of the great Fichte, in his Anthropology 
(p. 528) 'gives the observations which led him to 
the following conclusion: 
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• • Parents are not generators in the full sensf' of 
the word. Tlwy suppl_v (lrgani, sulistann:·, and 
not alone this, but alsu tl1at intcrnu.:fliatc clement 
of the senst:'s and nwntal nature which :ippcars 
in temperament. colouri·.g (If character, definite 
tendencies, and so on. the curnmon suurcc ()f which 
pron's tn be 'imagination' in the Willer sense 
indicate<l by us. In all thcsv elements of per
sonality, the mingling nnd particular combination 
of the soul~ ()f the parents is umnistakahle: it is 
therefore a perfectly \\'t---11-grounclcd asscrtiu11 that 
this combination is simply the result ()f rrocrc
ation, even if W(' regard procreation, as ,ve must 
do, as really a soul-process. But the real ulti
mate centre of the pcrsu11~1lity is just what is 
lacking here; for a deeper and 1nun· searching 
observation reveals the fact t: at (•\'L•,n those 
peculiarities of disposition are hut a cuvering and 
an instrument fur containing the individual's 
really spiritual ancl ideal ca1•ahiliti(•s. qualifie<} to 
aid thcc;c in their development or t() hindl'r them, 
but in no wise a11k to urigi1tatc them." It is 
further stated in the sanw wurk (p. 532): "Evny 
individual preexists as rcganls th<' fundamental 
form of his spirit, for no individual, from a spiritual 
point of view, resembles another, just as no speci(•s 
of animal resembles another species." 

These th<1ughts reach only far enough to allow 
of a spiritual being within the physicril Lody; 
but as the forces shaping such a heing are not 
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<lerived from causes existing in former lives, it 
would be uecessary that, each time a fresh per
s,mality apJ)&ars, •a spiritual being should come 
forth from a Divine First Cause. With this 
hypothesis there would be no possibility of 
t·--plaining the relationship which cC'rtainly exists 
between the pott"ntinlities struggling out of man's 
innermost being, and that which is forcing its 
way thither from his outer earthly environment 
in the course of his life. :\Ian's innermost being, 
issuing in the case of each single person from a 
Divine First Catt.::iP, would find what confronts 
him in earthly lifr quite' strange and foreign. 
Only then could this not he the case-- as, in fact. 
it is not ---if there had already been a connection 
between tlw inner man and the outer world, only 
if the inner man were not now living in it for the . • 

first time. 
The unprejudiced educator may undoubtedly 

oh~erve: "I am hri11ging my pupil something 
out of the results of earthly life, which is certainly 
alil'n to his purely inherited qualities, hut which 
yet gives him the impression that the work, out 
of which the results arise, had been done by him 
in the past." Only repeatf'<l lives on earth, in 
conjunction with the facts set forth by occult 
science as taking place in spiritual regions between 
two earthly lives, -only this view can afford a satis
factory-explanation of present human life looked 
nt from evC'ry side. I say expressly "present" 
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human life. for occult. inYcstigation shows that 
the cycle of earthly life certainly had a beginning, 
and that then man's spirittial being, which .. 
entered a bodily frame, existed under different 
conditions. In the following chapter we shall 
go back to this primeYal condition of human 
existence. 1\'hcn it has been shown, from the 
reports of occult science how human hcings rc
ceiYed their present form in connection with the 
evolution of the earth, it will also be possible to 
indicate more precisc-ly how the spiritual germ of 
man's heing descends from supcrphysical worlds 
into a bodily fon11, and how the spiritual law of 
causation, or "human destiny," is developed. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE Evou_;noN OF THE vV ORLD AND MAN 

F RO.1\-1 the forC'going observations it will be 
seen that, man's being is built up of four 
principles: the physical body, the etheric 

body, the as1 ral body. and the vehicle of the ego. 
The ego works within the three other principles. 
and transforms thC'm. By means of this trans
formation thl're an· formed, on a lmwr level, the 
sentient snul. tllC' raLicnwl nr intellectual soul, and 
the self-conscious soul; on a higher level, the 
Spirit-Self, the Life-Spirit, and the Spirit-lVIan. 
The relations existing lid.ween these human prin
ciples and tht' whole universe are of the most 
varied ci1arach'r; and the eyolution of the prin
ciples is bound up with that of the universe. By 
stU<j.ying the laHer evolution an insight is obtained 
into the deepC'r mysteries of man's being. 

It is dear that human life is connected in the 
most widely different directions with the environ
ment or tlweJling place' in which it is developed. 
Physical science, through tbe facts presented to 
it, has already been driven to the opinion that 
the earth itself, man's dwelling place in the widest 
sense of the word, has undergone evolution. 
Science .points to fonm.·r conditions of the earth's 
history when man, in hjs present fom1, did not 
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yet exist on our planet: it shows how man has 
slowly and gradually evoked to his present 
condition from primitin· states of civilization. 
Physical scieIJce, tht•rcforc, comes also to the. 
conclusion that there is a co1111cctio11 hct,vcen 
man's evolution and that of the lwavt•nly h(Jdy 
on which he lives-~the earth. 

Occult science traces this connection hy means 
of that knowledge which oLtains its data from 
observation quickencci by spiritual organs of 
perception. It traces man backwards in his 
course of dt'vcloprncnt. and the fact bC'comes 
evident to occult science that the real inner 
spiritual being of man has progressed through a 
series of lives on this earth. But occult research 
arrives in this ,vay at an epoch far back in the 
remote past. when for the first time that inner 
being of man made its entry into "exter11al lifr" 
as at present understood. It .rns in this tin~t 
earthly incarnation that thC' ego began to function 
in the three hodies,---the astral body, etheric 
fJr vital body, and physical hotly; ancl it there
upon carried river the results uf that activity into 
its next life. 

If in <>Ur inn:stigatio11 we proceed backwards, 
in the manner indicated, as far as that epoch, 
we shall discover that the ego lights upon a 
condition of the earth in which the three bodies, 
physical, ethcric, and astral, arc already devel
opedland bear a certain relation to each other. 
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The ego is, for the first time, united with the 
being composed of these three bodies; and hence
fonvard takes p~Lrt in the further evolution of • 
the three hodies. Hitherto, up to the stage at 
which that ego came into touch with them, they 
had evolved without a human ego. 

Occult scit:11cc must now go back still farther 
in its researches if it is to answer the questions, 
"How did the three bodies reach that stage of 
evolution at which they were able to receive an 
ego within tl1cm?" and "How did that ego itself 
come into b(•ing and acquire the capacity for 
working within these bodies?" 

It is possible tu answer these questions only 
when the gradual development of the earth
planet itself is studied from the occult point of 
vie,,·. By such investigation we arrive at a 
hegi11111ng of the earth-planet. That method of 
t.'xarnination which is basc<l only on the facts of 
thp physical senses cannot arrive at conclusions 
concr-rning the beginning of the earth. A cer
tain point of view which avails itself of such 
conclusions arrivl's at the result that everything 
material on the vart,h was formed out of a prime
val essence, or vnpour. •1t is not the purpose 
of this work to enter more folly into such con
ceptions of our planet's origin; for in occult 
science the important matter is not merely to 
inquire into the material processes of the earth's 
evolution, hut first and foremost to discover the 
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spiritual causes lying behind ,vhat is material. 
If we see before us a man raising his hand, we 

may consider his action in twtJ different ways: . . 
we may examine the mechanism of the arm and 
of the rest of the organism, in order to describe 
the process a-.; it takes place from the purely 
physical stamlpoiut, or we may rlirect the spiritual 
vision to what takl·s place in the man's sotll and 
constitutes the inner motiVt' of the raising of 
the hand. In this way the investigator, trained 
in occult rt:sl'arch. sees spiritual processes behind 
all the c,·c11ts uf the physical sense-world In 
his eyes all transfurmatiuns ,,f the material part 
qf the earth-planet arC' rnanifrstati, ,ns of spiritual 
forces lying behind what is material. 

But if occult obser\'atiun ,,f this kin<l goes 
farther and farther hack in the life of the earth 
it comes tu that point in c.•yl)}ution at' which 
material things first came: into lJeing. The ma
terial element i:-; c·voln:d out of tlw spiritup.l. 
C p to this point the spiritual dc-ment was the 
only onE' existing. By occult investigation the 
spiritual element is perceived, and the observer 
can see ho,v it becomes partly condensed, as it 
were, into matter. \\~~ haw· before us a process 
which is taking place-- -on a higher level--much 
as though we were observing a lump of ice being 
formed by artificial means in a vessel of water. 
Just as we see the ice being condensed .out of 
what was previously only water, so may we, 
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by means of occult oLservation, watch the 
condensation, so to speak, of material things, 
processes, and beif1gs, out of what was previously • entirely spiritual. In this way the physical 
earth-planet was evolved out of a cosmic essence; 
and everything that is combined materially with 
the earth-planet has been condensed out of 
what was previously united with it spiritually. 
vVe must not, however, think that everything 
spiritual was at any one time changed into mate
rial forn1; Lut., in the latter we have before 
us merely the transmutcLl portions of what was 
originally spiritual. Thus, even during the period 
of material evolution, it is always Spirit that is 
really the leading and governing principle. 

It is oLvious that the mode of thought which 
restricts itself to the processes of physical sense
and to 0what reason is able to infer from them
cannot express an opinion about the spiritual 
eleinent of which we arc speaking. Let us 
assume that a hcing might exist to whose senses 
ice would be perceptible, but not the finer con
dition of water. from which ice is detached by 
refrigeration. For ::-uch a being, water would 
be non-existent, and could become visible only 
when parts of it ha<l been transformed into ice. 
In the same way, the spiritual element behind 
earthly processes remains hidden from a man 
who will admit the existence only of what his 
physical senses can recognize. And if, from 
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the physical facts he now perceives, he wishes 
to draw correct conclusions about earlier con
ditions of the earth-planet, h~· ran, get only so 
far as that point in eYolution at ·which what 
was prcyiously spiritual was partially condensed 
into material substance. Such a nwthod of 
ohscrYation no more discovers the spiritual de
mcnt p1-cvinusly existing, than it pcrcl'ives the 
spiritual lifl' which even 11< ,w ruks unseen lJehind 
that \,·hich is material. 

Xot until Wt' come tu the later chaplt'rs of 
this work can wc deal with those rnetb<Yls by 
which man acquires the faculty uf looking hack, 
by means of occult perccptiun, upon those earlier 
conditions of the earth which an' ll(JW under 
discussion. For the present WL' shall mcrdy 
intimate that the facts concerning the prinwval 
past have n<;t passed bcyc,nd the reach ,i'f occult 
research. If a heing comes intn corporeal exist
ence his material part perishes af tcr phys\cal 
death. But not thus <lo the spiritual fon:('S, which 
calkd the \,(Jdily part into IH:ing from out fJf them
selves, "disappc.·ar." They leavl' lw11irnl thc-rn 
their traces, their exact cr,pies, in tlw spiritual 
foundations 1Jf the world. And any one who 
1s able to raise his pcrccpttv(' faculty through 
the visible to the invisible world, attains at 
length a level on which he may sec before him 
what may he compan·d to a vast spiritual pano
rama, in which are recorded all the past events 



.EVOLUTION OF THE WORLD AND MAX rr7 

of the world's history. These imperishable traces 
of everything heyoncl the realm of mntter are 
called in occl.lt ;-;cience the "Akashic Records.'' 

Here it must once more be repeated that 
investigations of the superscnsiblc spheres can 
he carriccl on only with tlw aid of spiritual per
ception, and consequently can be instituted only 
in the sphere now under consideration, by reading 
the Akashic Recun1-- ahove-mcntionecl. ~C'\'('r
thdess, ,vhat was said t'arlier in this book in 
a similar instanc(· hulds good here. Super
sensible facts are unly tn Le investigated by 
supers<·nsible µerccptions; but once investigated 
and communicated by occult. science, they may 
he.· g-rnspe11 hy the ordinary powers of thought, 
if llwsc· an· h11nestly Pxerciscd without bias. 
T n the .f111lowing pages the various cornlitions of 
the <.'arth's L'Voh1t i\ in, as give11 by occult science, 
will be detailed. Tlw transformations of our 
pla1wt will 1)(' traced dCl\Vll to the conditions of 
life in which we 110\\' find it. Any one who 
surveys what curnc·s before him at the present 
time mcrdy Lim ,ugh th(' evidl'nce of his se11ses, 
and then lends .111 l'ar tu what occult science has 
to say 011 the subject. namely, how that which 
now lies before him has been evolved from a 
far <listant past, will be able, if his thought is 
genuinely unbiasscd, to say to himself: "In the 
first µInce, what occult science reports is quite 
logical; in the secund place, I can, if I assume 
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the reports of occult investigation to be correct, 
understand how things have become as they 
now appear." By "logical" !s not meant, of 
course, in this connection, that errors might· 
not be made from a logical standpoint in some 
description given by occult research. We are 
here speaking of "logic" as it is understood in 
the ordinary life of the physical world. Just 
as a logical demonstration is there accepted as 
would he one of physical research, even though 
a single investigator, in a certain domain of 
facts, may make illogical statements, so also 
is it in occult science. It may even happen 
that an investigator who possesses the power of 
vision in supersensible spheres may make mistakes 
in a reasoned presentment of them, and may 
be corrected by another who has no superi:;ensible 
perception, but has, none the less, a capacity 
for sound thinking. In reality, nothing of any 
weight can be said against the logical deducti6}ns 
of occult science. And it ought to be unnecessary 
to insist that nothing can be adduced, on purely 
logical grounds, against the facts themselves. 
In the domain of the physical world it can never 
be proved by logic, but only by ocular demon
stration, whether or no there is such an animal 
as a whale; similarly, supersensible facts can be 
known only through occult perception. 

But it cannot be suffi~iently emphasized that 
an obligation is laid _upon the explorer of 
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supersensible regions, before he determines to ap
proach the invjsible worlds in his own conscious
ness, to UC(lt1ire •first of all the aforementioned 

, logical faculty, and this is none the less essential 
if he admits that the world manifest to his senses 
will become comprehensible if he accepts the com
munications of occult science as correct. All expe
riences in the supersC'nsibk world are nothing but 
an uncertain--nay, a dangcrous--groping in tlw 
dark if we despise the method of preparation 
which has been described. Therefore in this 
book the facts concerning the supcrsensible proc
esses of the earth's evolution will first be given, 
before the path leading to the attainment of 
supersensiblc knowledge is dealt with. 

We have also, it is tn1e, to take into account 
that tl).e man who, hy sheer thinking, comes to 
accept what supcrsensihle research has to impart, 
is by no means in the same position as one who 
listens to the account of a physical occurrence 
which he is unable to see. For thinking is in 
itself a supersensible activity. \Vhcn relating 
to the senses, it cannot of itself lead to super
sensible happenings. But if thought is directed 
to supersensible matters through the accounts 
given of them hy occult science, it grows by its 
own activity into the supersensible world. What 
is more, one of the very best ways of acquiring 
individual perception in superserisihle spheres is 
to grow into the higher worlds by meditation 
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upon what has been communicated by occult 
science. That is to say, such a mode of entry 
insures the greatest clearness of 'results. For this 
reason such thinking is regarded by a certain sec
tion of occult investigators as the most valuable 
first step to take in occult training. 

It will be readily unclerstoocl that it is impossible 
to mention in this buuk all the details of the 
earth's evolution, as it has hcen spiritually 
perceived by uccultists, in order to illustrate 
the way i.n which the SU]Jersensible world is 
reflected in the manifested one. Nor was this 
what was intended when it was said that the 
unseen may evcryvvhere be demonstrated by its 
manifested effects. Rather ,vas it meant that 
everything that man encounters may, step Ly 
step, become clear and comprehensible if he brings 
manifested events into the illumination of occult 
science. Only in a few characteristic instances 
will reference be made in the following pages ,to 
confirmations of the invisible by the manifest, in 
order to show that this may he clone everywhere 
in the course of practical life, i.( desired. 

* * 
* 

Following the evolution of the earth backward 
by the method of occult research mentioned 
above, we arrive at a spiritual condition (Pralaya) 
of our planet. But if we go farther back along 
this path of research we. find that that spiritual 
substance had previously been in a kind of 
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physical incarnation. Thus we come upon a bygone 
physical planetary condition, which was after
wards spiritt~lizect. and subsequently transformed 

"'into our earth by repeated materialization. Our 
earth is therefore presented to us as tlw rei11-
carnation of a very ancient planet. But occult 
science can go h8ck .still farther; and then it 
finds the whole process twice repC'ated. Our 
earth has, therefore, passed througli thn'<:' previous 
planetary states, between which lie intermediate 
states of spirituaMy. The physical snhstancc, 
of course, proves to he finer and finn the farther 
back we follow the incarnations. 

Now man, in the form in wbich he is at present 
evolving, makes his first appC'arance during the 
fourth of the planetary incarnations which have 
heen df;scribed, on the earth proper. And the 
essential characteristic of bis furrn is that it is 
composed of four principles, the physical, cthcric, 
and astral bodies and the ego. But that fmm 
could not have appeared if it had not been pre
pared by the preceding events of evolution. The 
method of prPparation was that, in the earlier 
planetary incarnation, beings wer2 evolved who 
already had three of the present four principles 
of man: the physical, etheric, and astral bodies. 
These beings who, in a certain sense, may be called 
man's ancestors, had as yet no ego, but they 
developt>.d the three other principles and the 
connection hetwE'cn them to such a point that 
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they became sufficiently mature to receive an ego. 
Consequently, man's ancestor attained to a certain 
degree of maturity of his three pri11.cipks during 
the earlier planetary incarnation. 

This state passed intu spirituality; arnl out of 
the spirituality was formed a new planetary 
condition, in ·which man's matured ancestors were 
contained, as it -were, in embryo. Because the 
whole planet had passed through a process of 
spiritualization and had appeared in a new form, 
it offered those embryos, with their physical, ethe
ric, and astral liodies, ·which were contaiiwd within 
it, not only the opportunity of again evolving up 
to the level on which they hacl previously stood, 
but the further p0ssibility, after having arrived 
at that level. of reaching out beyond themselves 
through recci ving the ego. . 

The evolution of the earth falls, therefore, into 
two parts. During the first period the earth 
itself appears as a reincarnation of the previous 
planetary state. But that recurring state is a 
higher one than that of the previous incarnation, 
in consequence of the intervening period of spirit
ualization. And the earth contains within itself the 
germs of man's ancestors Lelonging to the earlier 
planet. These were first developed up to the 
level they had previously reached. The attain
ment of this level marks the end of the first period. 
But now, owing to its own higher ·stage of evolu
tion, the earth is able to carry the germs still 
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higher, that is, to qualify t11cm for receiving the 
ego. The second period of the earth's evolution 
is that of the.dcve!opment of the ego in the phys-

~cal, etheric, and astral bodies. 
In tbe same way that man was thus carried a 

stage farther by the evolution of the earth, this 
had been the case during the earlier planetary 
incarnations. For man had in some measure 
existed as early as the first of these. Light is 
therefore thrown on the present constitution of 
man if his evolution is followed hack to the far
remote past of the first of the planetary incarna
tions mentioned above. 

In occult science the first of these is called 
''Saturn'' ; the second is termed ''Sun''; the third, 
'' Moon'' ; and the fourth is the earth. It must 
be distitictly understood that these occult terms 
arc not at first to be in any way associated with 
the names used to designate the members of the 
pre~ent solar systcm. 1 In occult science Saturn, 

1 In different chapters of this book it has been shown how the worl<l 
of humanity, and man himself, pass, in their progres,;ive evolution, 
through conditions which have been namc,l Saturn, Sun, Moon, earth, 
Jupiter, Venus, and Vukan. The relationship has also been indicate<l 
in which human evolution stands with regard to the celestial bodies 
which exist besides the earth and which arc called Saturn, Jupiter, 
Mars, and so on. These latter planets are also passing through their 
evolution in the natural way. At the pre,;ent period they have reached 
such a stage that their physical portions are i,ccn as those bodies which 
physical astronomy calls Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, and so on. Now when 
the Saturn of the present day is observer! by occultism it is seen to be, 
in a certain sense, a reincarnation of the old Saturn. It has come into 
existence because of the presence of certain ucings, who before the 
separation of the Sun from the earth were unable; like the others, to 
leave with •the Sun. The reason of this was that they had gained so 
many qualities which are suitable for a Saturn existence, that their 
place could not he whcr;:! the qualitic~ of the Sun were specially 
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Sun, and Moon are merely names for bygone 
forms of evolution through which the earth has 
passed. In the course of the' follqwing account 
it will be shown what relation these worlds of.. 
remote antiquity bear to the celestial hodics com
posing the present solar system. 

If the conditions of the four pla11etary incarna
tions named arc now to be described, they can 
only be outlined briefly; for the events, thC' beings, 
and the destiny of those beings on Saturn, Sun, 
and Moon arc in truth just as varied as they arc 
on the earth itself. Therefore only a few c11arac
teristic details as to the prevailing conditions can 
be selected for description, for the purpose of 
illustrating the manner in which the earth's con
ditions have been evolved out of its earlier forms. 
It must also he borne in min<l, in this cm:mection, 
that those conditions are seen to be more and 
more different from present-day couditions the 
farther back v,:e go. And yet they arc only to 
be described, as to their main characteristics, by 
11nfuhk,l. Tht> .Jupit(•r of the prl'~cnt, how, ver, arc,se in ,·onseqm·neP of 
the prt'~c·ncl' nf \wings pns~l'ss,.,l of 41mlitil'S which l';tll only lu, rnatun,,l 
on the future J11pit<'r of th,· wh11lc c·vo1ntion. A dw(•\ling phicc appearecl 
fur tht·m on which thPy can alfl•a<ly begin 111 a11ttdpation this later 
cvt,lut ion. 

Jn lh<' »am,· way .Mar . .; i:-, a pla:idary !,oily oq whieh ,llwll heings 
whost• lunar e\·oh,Lion wa>, ~ueh that furlhcr progrl'~~ on the earth 
could bring them nothing. :\fars is a rcincarnatio'l "f the old Moon 
at a higher stage. The prc:-,l'nt .l\Iercury is the dwelling plaC'e of beings 
who are beyond the evolution of the earth; but this is just because 
they have clcvelopccl e<•rtain qualitic~ ia a h1ghl'r way than is possible 
on the earth itself. The present Vl'nus i~ a pmphctic ai,tici1mtion of 
the future Venus condition of a similar kind. lt i,; eO!lS<'l!Uently jus
tifiable to give Lo the conditions pn·eeding arnl following thl' C"arth the 
namC"s of thC'ir c·orrrsponcling Tt')lTt'~t•ntative:-, in 1111' univt'l'S<', 
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making use of ideas borrowed from existing con
ditions of the eartti. If, for im;lancc, light, heat., 
or the like is-.rrwntioned in connection with these 

~arlier conditions, it must not be overlooked that 
they are not exactly the sanw as what we now 
term light and heat. And yet such terminology 
is accurate, for to the clairvoyant observer of 
earlier stages of evolution something becomes 
manifest out of whicl· have come the light and 
heat of the present time. And one who follows 
the descriptions thus given by occult science will 
be well able to infer, from the connection in which 
these matters arc placed, what ideas have to be 
adopted in order to get characteristic images and 
similes of events enacted in a primeval past. 

Of course tlwre will be co11siderable difficulty 
in treating of those planetary conditions which 
preceded the l\tloon incarnation. For during the 
latter, conditions prevailed which bore at any rate 
son1e resemblance to earthly conditions. One at
tempting to describe these conditions finds that 
such resemblances to the prc'sent time form a 
certain basis on which he may clearly represent 
the observations he has made through clairvoy
ance. It is anothC'r thing if the Saturn and 
Sun evolutions are to be described. In that case, 
what lies before clairvoyant observation is utterly 
different from the objects and beings now belong
ing to the sphere of human life. And this differ
ence makes it exceedingly difficult to bring the 
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corresponding facts of primeval times within the 
the scope of clairvoyant conscipusness. 

Yet as the present constitution of man cannot 
be understood without going back to the Satur~ 
state, the description must nevertheless be given. 
And surely no one will misunderstand such a 
description who keeps in \'iew the existence of 
the difficulty, and the fact that owing to it much 
that is said must be in the nature of a suggestion 
or hint of the facts in question, rather than an 
exact description of thC'm. 

* * 
* The physical bo<ly is the oldest of the present 

four principle's uf man's being. It is also the 
one, which, in it:; way, has attained the greatest 
perfection. Occult research shows that this part 
of man already existed during the Saturn evolu
tion. It will be shown in the following account 
that the form taken by the physical body on Sat
urn was, of course, something quite different from 
the present physical body of man. The earthly 
physical human Lody, from its nature, can only 
exist by being in connection with the ctheric and 
astral bodies and the ego, in the manner described 
earlier in this book. Such a connection did not 
as yet exist on Saturn. The physical bocly was 
then passing through the first stage of its evo
lution, without having a human ctheric body, 
astral body, or ego incorporated with it. • 

During the Saturn evolution it was growing 
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ripe for the reception of an ctheric body. For 
that purpose Saturn had first to pass into a spirit-

• ual condition,and then to be reincarnated as Sun. 
-During the Sun incarnation the physical body was 
developed again, as if from a germ left behind, to 
the point it had reached on Saturn; and then 
only could it be interpenetrated by an etheric 
l>ody. By means of this incorporation of an 
etheric body, a chang( took place in the nature 
of the physical body; it was raised to a second 
stage of perfection. A similar thing took place 
cluring the :Moon evolution. Man's ancestor, 
at the point to which he had dt'veloped when 
passing from the Sun to the l\Ioon, incorporated 
within himsdf the astral body. By this means 
the physical body was changed for the third 
time, and thus raise<l to its third stage of per
fection; at the same time the etheric body was 
likewise changed, and passed to its second stage 
of perfection. On the earth the ego was incor
porated with man's ancestor, composed of the 
physical, etheric, an<l astral bodies. Thereby 
the physical body reaclwcl its fourth stage of per
fection, the rtheric ho<ly its third, and the astral 
body its second stage; the ego is only now at the 
first stage of its existence. 

If we give oursdn's up to an unprejudiced 
examination of man's nature, there will be no 
difficulty in drawing an accurate picture of these 
several stages of perfection of his individual 
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principles. In this connection we have merely to 
compare the physical with the astral body. It 
is true, the astral bmly. as a psycl1ic principle, 
stands on a higher kvd of c\·o]ution than the 
physical body. ~\rnl in future ages, when the 
former has been perfected, it will Le of very much 
more consequence to man's complete being than 
tlw present physical body. Yet, in its own way, 
the latter has reached a certain degn'c of perfec
tion. Con:,;idcr the rnan·elluu-.; \Yis<lurn with which 
the structure of the heart is pla111wd, the amazing 
structun.' uf the hrai11, ---nay. cn·n of part of a 
single bone. such as the upper ('ll<1 of a thigh 
bone. In tlll: end of this 1101w we find a net
work or scattul<ling, wonderfully constructed and 
adjusted out uf delicate little 1 )ars. The whole 
is so arranged that with the least expenditure of 
material substance the· most l'ffcctive action on 
the joint-surfaces is obtained ---the must judicious 
distribution of friction ancl thcnc(' a proper free
dom of movement. Similarly, wise contrivances 
are found in other parts of the physical hotly. 
And if we go on to observe the harrnonious coop
eration of the parts with the \Vliolc we shall find 
that it is certainly true that this principle of 
man's being is, in its way, perfect. Moreover, 
it does not affect the question that in certain 
parts something apparently useless appears, or 
that disturbances of structure or functitms may 
1·0~_..,,, .-,,1o,rp It will even 1.ic foun<l that such 
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disturbances are the necessary shadows of the 
wisdom-filled light which is poured forth over the 
whole physicaJ. org~nism. 
•~ And now compare with this the astral body 
as the medium, or vehicle, of pleasure and pain, 
desires and passions. What uncertainty rules in 
it with regard to pleasure and pain; how the 
desires and passions of which it is the scene run 
counter to the higher goal of man ; how senseless 
they often are. The astral hotly is only now on 
its way to attain the harmony and inner self
control already possessed by the physical body. 
Similarly it might be shown that the etheric body 
is certainly more perfect in its own way than the 
astral but less perfect than the physical body. 
And it will equally result from a corresponding 
study of J;he ego that this, the real kernel of man's 
being, is now only at the beginning of its evolu
tion. For how much has hitherto been accom
plisl~d of its mission, which is so to transform 
the other principles of man's being that they 
shall become a revelation of the ego's own nature? 

The result of an outer examination of this kind 
is intensified for tlw occult student by something 
else. It might he pointed out that the physical 
body is attacked by diseases. Now occult science 
is in a position to show that a large proportion 
of all diseases owe their origin to the fact that 
the perv~rse actions and mistakes of the astral 
body are transmitted to the etheric body, and 
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indirectly by its means'"" destroy the perfect har
mony of the physical body. The deeper con-

• nection, which can here be only hinted at, and 
the true cause of many of the conditions 0+ 

disease, elude that kind of scientific observation 
which confines itself solely to the facts obtained 
by means of the physical senses. The connection 
in most cases comes about in such a way that an 
injury to the astral body docs not cause mani
festations of disease in the physical body in the 
same incarnation in which the injury takes place, 
but in a later one. Hence the laws now under 
consideration have meaning only for one who is 
able to admit that human earth-life is repeated 
again and again. But even if deeper knowledge 
of this kind is despised, ordinary observation of 
life makes it plain that human beings indulge in 
far too many pleasures and desires which under
mine the harmony of the physical body. And 
the seat of pleasure, desire, passion, is not iP. the 
physical but in the astral body. The latter is 
still so imperfect, in many respects, that it is 
able to destroy the harmony of the physical body. 

It should also be mentioned here that such 
explanations as these are by no means intended 
as proofs of the assertions of occult science as 
to the evolution of the four princ~ples of man's 
being. The proofs are drawn from spiritual re
search, which shows that the physical body has 
behind it a transformation, enacted four times, 
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into higher degrees of perfection, and that man's 

.. 

other principles have been perfected to a lesser 
degree, as has been described. It is desired 
merely to i;dicate here that these communica-
tions made by spiritual research relate to facts 
which are visible in their effects even to ordinary 
observation, in the degrees of perfection reached 
by the physical body, etheric body, and so on. 

* * * If we wish to draw an approximately true pic-
ture of the condit :ons prevailing during the 
Saturn evolution we must take into account that 
while it lasted there were virtually, as yet, none 
of the thjngs and creatures existing which now 
belong to the earth, and arc included in the min
eral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms. The inhab
itants of these three kjngdoms were formed during 
later periods of evolution. Man alone, of the 
earthly beings now perceptible to physical sense, 
wa_s then existing, and of him only his physical 
body, as described. But there are at present on 
the earth not only the denizens of the mineral, 
vegetable, animal, and human kingdoms, but 
other beings as well, not manifesting in a physical 
embodiment. Such entities were also present 
during the Saturn evolution, and their activity 
on the Saturn scene of action brought about the 
subsequent evolution of man. 

If the organs of spiritual perception are at first 
directed, not to the beginning and end, but to the 
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middle period of evolution during the Saturn 
incarnation, there will bP seen a cosmic being, 
which in the main consists only bf heat. Nothing 
is to be found composed of gaseous, fluid, or even 
solid constituents. All these states appear only 
in later incarnations. Let us assume that a 
human being, with the present organs of sense, 
were to approach the Saturn conditions as a spec
tator. None of the sense-impressions possible 
to him would confront him there except the 
feeling of warmth, or heat. Even supposing that 
such a being were to approach Saturn, he would 
only feel, on reaching the portion of space he was 
to occupy, that this had a different temperature 
from the rest of his special environment. But 
he would not find that portion of space by any 
means equally warm throughout, for warmer and 
colder parts would alternate in the most promis
cuous fashion. Radiating heat would be felt 
along certain lines. And the lines would not 

l 

only extend straight on, but geometrical shapes 
would be formed by the variations in heat. Some
thing would be discerned like a cosmic being, 
organically constructed in itself, appearing in 
changing conditions, and consisting only of heat. 

It is difficult for a man of the present day to 
form an idea of anything consisting only of heat, 
for he is not accustomed to think of heat as some
thing self-existent, but as a perceptible quality of 
warm or cold, gaseous, liquid, or solid bodies. To 
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one who has adopted the physical conceptions of 
our time it will sepm particularly absurd to speak 
of heat in the foregoing manner. He will, perhaps, 

·-.say: " There are solid, liquid, and gaseous bodies; 
but heat only denotes a condition assumed by 
one of these three forms of body. If the smallest 
particles of a gas are in motion, the movement 
will be felt as heat. Where there is no gas, there 
can be no movement, consequently no heat." 

To an occult investigator the fact appears 
differently. To him heat is something of which 
he speaks in the same sense as he speaks of gases, 
of liquids, or of solid bodies. To him it is simply 
a still finer substance than gas. And a gas to 
him is nothing but condensed heal, in the same 
sense that a liquid is condensed vapour, or a solid 
body condensed liquid. Thus the occultist i;peaks 
of heat bodies just as he does of bodies formed of 
gas and vapour. 

If we are to follow the spiritual investigator 
into this region, it is only necessary tu admit 
that there is such a thing as psychic perception. 
In the world, as it presents itself to the physical 
senses, heat appears entirely as a condition of 
solid, liquid, or gaseous bodies; lmt that condi
tion is merely the outward appearance of heat, 
or the effect of it. Physicists speak only of this 
effect of heat, not of iti:; inner nature. Let us try 
for once·to leave entirely out of consideration any 
effect of heat received through external bodies, 
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and to realize merely the inward experience which 
comes from saying the words:., "I feel warm," 
"I feel cold." That inward experie:oce is the only 
thing capable of giving an idea of what Saturn
was during its period of evolutjon described above. 
It would have been possible to pass right through 
the portion of space it occupied: no gas would 
have been there to exercise pressure, no solid 
or liquid body from which light-impressions could 
have come; but at every point of space occupied, 
it would have been inwardly felt, without any 
external impression: '4 Here there is such and 
such a degree of heat." 

In a cosmic body of this constitution there 
are no conditions for the animal, vegetable, and 
mineral organisms of to-day. 1 The heings whose 
sphere of action was thjs Saturn were at quite a 
different stage of evolution from that of the 
present inhabitants of the earth who are percep
tible to the senses. In the first instance, be~ngs 
were there who had no physical body like that 
of contemporary man. We must also guard 
against thinking of man's present physical embodi
ment, when mention is made of a "physical body" 
in this connection. Rather must we carefully 
distinguish between the physical and the mineral 
body. A physical body is one governed by 

!Therefore it is perhaps scarcely necessary to remark that what has 
bl!cn describe<! above could never actually happen. A contemporary 
man cannot, as he is, approach the ancient Saturn as n spectator. 
The account was given merely for the sake of illustration. 



EVOLUTION OF THE WORLD AND MAN 135 
• 

the physical laws which are now observable in 
the mineral kingdom. Now man's present phys
ical body is not• only ruled by those physical 
.. taws, but is• still partly composed of mineral 
matter. There can be no question as yet on 
Saturn of a physical-mineral body of this kind. 
There is only a physical bodily form, governed 
by physical laws; but these laws are manifested 
only through the agency of heat. 

Therefore the physical body is a fine, subtle, 
ethereal heat body; and the whole of Saturn 
consists of such heat bodies. They are the 
beginnings of the present physical-mineral human 
body. The latter has been formed out of the 
former, because there have become incorporated 
with the original body the more recently formed 
gaseous, liquid, and solid substances. 

Amon"g the beings of which we are now speak
ing, who, besides man, were inhabitants of Saturn, 
thei:e were, for instance, some which did not 
need a physical body at all. The lowest principle 
of their nature was an etheric or vital body. On 
the other hand, they had one principk higher 
than the principles of human nature. Man's 
highest principle is the Spirit-]'vlan (Atma). These 
beings have one still higher. And between the 
etheric body and the Spirit-Man they have 
all the principles described in this book as also 
found it.1 man: the astral body, ego, Spirit-Self, 
and Life-Spirit. Just as our earth is surrounded 
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by an atmosphere, so too was Saturn; only in 
this case the "atmosphere" was of a spiritual 
nature. It really consisted of the beings just 

. named and some others. Now there was constant ,, 
reciprocal action between the heat bodies of 
Saturn and the beings we have described. The 
latter projected the principles of their being 
down into the physical heat bodies of Saturn. 
And wherea·s there was no life in those heat bodies 
themselves, the life of their neighbours was 
expressed in them. They might be compared to 
mirrors; only there were reflected in them, not 
the images of the living beings mentioned above, 
but their conditions of life. Therefore, although 
nothing living could have been discovered in 
Saturn itsc1f, yet it had a vivifying effect on its 
environment in celestial space, hecause it threw 
back into space, like an echo, the reflection of the 
life which had been sent to it. The whole of 
Saturn appeared as a mi1Tor of celestial , life. 
Very high beings whose life was reflected by 
Saturn are called in occult science " Lords of 
Wisdom."' Their activity on Saturn did not 
begin only during the middle period of its evolu
tion, which has been described. In a certain 
way it had even then already ceased. Before 
they could be in a position to rejoice in the reflec
tion of their own life from Saturn's heat bodies 
they had to make those bodies capable of producing 

1 Tn Christian spiritual sc-ience tlwy bear the name of "Kyriotctes," 
that is, " Dominions." 
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such a reflection. Therefore their activity set in 
soon after the beginning of the Saturn evolution. 
When this ha_ppen~d, the body of Saturn was still 
chaotic material, which could not have reflected • 
anything. 

By looking at that chaotic material, we have 
transferred ourselves, by spiritual observation, 
to the beginning of the Saturn evolution. What 
i:-- to he observed there does not as yet bear 
anything of the later character of heat. If we 
wish to describe it, we can only speak of a quality 
which may be compared with the human will. 
From first to last it is nothing but "Will." There
fore it is an entirely spiritual condition that 
meets us here. If we ask whence came this will, 
we see it proceeding from the effluence of exalted 
beings, who brought their evolution, by steps 
only to 0 be dimly conceived, up to such a point 
that when the Saturn evolution began they 
wer~ able to pour forth will from their own 
nature. When this cffiuenee had lasted a certain 
time, the activity of the Lords of Wisdom de
scribed above was united with will. Through 
this means the will which had hitherto had no 
attributes gradually received the quality of re
flecting life back into celestial space. In occult 
science the beings who found their happiness at 
the beginning of the Saturn evolution in pouring 
forth wiU, are called the " Lords of Will." 1 

1 In Christian esoteric science they arc calle,l "Thrones." 
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After a certain stage of the Saturn evolution 
had been reached, through the cooperation of 
will and life, there sets in the •influ~nce of other 
beings, who are also within Saturn's environ,.. 
ment. These are the "Lords of 1\.Iotion." 1 They 
have no physical or ethcric body. Their lowest 
principle is the astral body. When the Saturn 
bodies have acquired the capacity for reflecting 
life, that reflected life can be intcrpcnetrated 
with the qualities which have their seat in the 
astral bodies of the Lords of Motion. In con
sequence of this, it appears as if expressions of 
feelings, emotions, and similar psychic forces had 
been hurled out of Saturn into celestial space. 
The whole of Saturn appears like one animated 
being, manifesting sympathies and antipathies. 
These psychic manifestations, however, are by 
no means its own, but merely the activity of 
the Lords of Motion thrown back again. 

This also having lasted for a certain period, 
there begins the activity of yet other beings, 
that is, of the 11 Lords of Form.'' 2 Their lowest 
principle, too, is an astral body; but that body 
is at a different stage of evolution from that of 
the Lords of Motion; whereas these communi
cate only general manifestations of feeling to the 
reflected life, the astral body of the Lords of Form 
operates in such a way that the manifestations 

1 The Christian "Dynamis," or "Principalities." 
'The Christian "Exusiai," or ".Powers." 
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of feeling are flung out into cosmic space as if 
they came from individual beings. It might 
be said that tI.e Lords of Motion make the whole 
of Saturn appear as an animated being. The 
.Lords of Form separate that life into individual 
living beings, so that Saturn now appears as a 
conglomerate of such psychic beings. 

Let us imagine, for the sake of illustration, a 
mulberry or blackberry, made up, as it is, of 
small individual berries. Thus, to clairvoyant 
vision, Saturn, in the period of evolution now 
being described, is made up of individual Saturn 
beings, ,vhich of course have neither life nor soul 
of their own, but reflect the life and soul of 
its inhabitants. Into this condition of Saturn 
there now come beings whose astral body is also 
their lowest principle, but who have brought it . 
to such a high stage of development that it 
operates in the same way as the present human 
ego. . Through these beings, the ego in the 
environment of Saturn looks down on that 
planet, and it imparts its na.ture to Saturn's 
individual living beings. Thus something is sent 
out from Saturn into cosmic space, which has 
an effect similar to that of human personality 
in the present conditions of life. The beings 
causing that effect are designated '' Sons of 
Personality." 1 They confer on the Saturn 
bodies the appearance of personality. Personality 

tThc Christian "Archai," or "First beginnings." 
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itself. however, is not. prt•sent 011 Saturn, but 
only, as it \Vere, its reflected image, the shell 
or husk of µersonality. The rej1.l personality 
of these spirits is in the environment of Saturp. 
As a result of these Sons of Personality letting 
their essence stream back from the Saturn bodies 
in the manner described, that fine substance is be
stoweci on those bodies which has previously been 
described as heat. T n the wllole of Saturn there 
is no subjectivity: hut the Som; of Personality 
recognize the image of their own subjectivity, 
when it stream.; out to them from Saturn as heat. 

When all this is taking place, the Sons of 
Personality are on the' same level on which man 
now stands. They are then passing through 
their "human" period. In order to look at this 
fact with an unprejudiced eye, we mus~ imagine 
it possible for a being to be human without being 
in the exact form in which man now exists. The 
Sons of Personality arc "human beings" on Sat
urn. As thefr lowest principle they have not· 
the physical, but the astral hotly with the ego. 
I-l<'nce they cannot express the experiences of 
their astral body in a physical and ethcric body 
as conkmµorary man is able to <lo; they not 
only have an ego, however, but are aware of the 
fact, because the heat of Saturn brings that ego 
streaming back into their consciousness. In 
fact, they are human beings under difforent cir
cumstances from those of earth. 
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In the sequel of the Saturn evolution, facts 
follow of a different kind from those already 
related. Wh~eas • everything hitherto was a 
reflection of outer life and feeling, there now 
begins a kind of inner life. In the Saturn world 
there begins a life of light, flickering here and 
there, and growing dim again. A quivering 
glimmer is seen in some place8, something like 
flashes of lightning in others. The Saturn heat 
bodies begin to glimmer, to sparkle, and even 
to emit rays. Because this stage of evolution 
has been reached, there again arises the possi
bility for certain beings to develop their activity. 
They are those known to occult science as "Sons 
of Fire." 1 These beings certainly have an astral 
body, but at this particular stage of their existence 
they ar~ unable to give suggestions to their 
own astral bodies; they would not be able to 
excite any feeling or emotion unless they could 
act upon the hea.t bodies which have attained 
the Saturn stage of evolution described. That 
action affords them the possibility of recogniz
ing their own existence from the effect which 
they produce. They cannot say to themselves, 
"I am here"; but rather, "My environment 
allows me to be here." They have percep
tions, and what they perceive is the light-effects 
on Saturn which have been described. These are, 
in a certain manner, their ego. This gives them 

1 The Christian "Archangeloi," ur "Archangels." 
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a peculiar kind of consciousness. It is designated 
·'picture-consciousness." It may be represented 
as having the nature of human dr~am-conscious
ness, except that the degree of activity it enjoys 
must be thought of as very much greater than 
it is in human dreams, and also that it is not 
a question of shadowy dream-pictures floating 
hither and thither, but of such as have a real 
connection with the play of light on Saturn. 

During this reciprocal action between the Sons 
of Fire and the Saturn heat bodies, the germs 
of the human organs of sense become incor
porated for the purpose of evolution. The organs, 
by means of which contemporary man becomes 
cognizant of the physical world, begin to shine 
in their first delicate ethereal outlines. Human 
phantoms, displaying as yet nothing but the 
original light-forms of the sense-organs, become 
discernible within Saturn, to the clairvoyant 
faculty of perception. These sense-organs are, 
therefore, the result of the activity of the Sons 
of Fire; but it is not only these spirits that have 
brought about their inception. Other beings 
come upon the scene of Saturn at the same time 
as these Sons of Fire,-beings so far advanced 
in their evolution that they are able to make use 
of the germs of the sense-organs for beholding 
the cosmic events taking place in the Saturn life. 
They are the " Lords of Love. " 1 If they were 

1 The ChrMian "Seraphim."· 
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not there, the Sons of Fire could not have the 
consciousness described above. They behold the 
events on ~aturn with a consciousness which 
JUakes it possible for them to convey these events 
as pictures to the Sons of Fire. They them
selves forego all the advantages which might 
accrue to them from contemplating the events 
on Saturn; they renounce all joys and pleasures; 
they give up all these in order that the Sons of 
Fire may come into possession of them. 

A new period of Saturn's existence succeeds 
these occurrences. Something else is added to 
the play of light. If what here presents itself 
to clairvoyant perception be reported, it may 
seem an absurdity to many. Within Saturn, 
intermingled sensations of taste seem to be surg
ing. Sweet, bitter, sour, are perceived within . 
Saturn in all kinds of places; and outside, m 
space, all this is heard as sound, as a kind of 
music. 

In the course of these processes there are again 
certain beings who find it possible to develop 
activity on Saturn. These are the "Sons of 
Twilight, or Life." 1 They enter into reciprocal 
action with the forces of taste surging up and 
down within Saturn. By this means their etheric 
or vital body attains a state of such activity 
that it· may be called a kind of metabolism. 
They bring life into the interior of Saturn. Hence 

1 The Christian "Angl'loi," ur "Angels." 
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processes of nutriment and excretion take place 
in Saturn. This inner life makes it possible for 
yet other beings to come into th~ planet, the· 
"Lords of Harrnony.''i They bestow a dim kind., 
of consciousness on the Sons of Life, which is even 
more vague and dim than the dream-consciousness 
of contemporary man. It is of the kind that now 
comes to man in dreamless sleep, and is, indeed, 
of such a low order that it does not, so to speak, 
enter into man's consciousness. Yet it is there. 
It differs from waking consciousness in degree 
and also in its nature. Plants, too, have this 
dreamless-sleep consciousness at the present t.ime. 
Even though it does not hring about any per
ceptions of an external world, in the human sense 
of the words, yet it regulates the life processes 
and brings them into harmony with the processes 
of the outer world. 

This adjustment cannot be perceived by the 
Sons of Life at the stage of Saturn's evolution 
now being described; but the Lords of Harmony 
perceive it, and therefore it is they who really 
do the adjusting. All this life is enacted in the 
human phantoms already described. To clair
voyant vision they consequently appear animated; 
but yet their life is only a semblance of life. 
It is the life of the Sons of Life, who in some way 
make use of the human phantoms m order to 
manifest themselves in life. 

1 The Christian "Cherubim." 
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Let us now tum our attention to the human 
phantoms with their semblance of life. During the 
Saturn perio<i described, their form is constantly 
changing. Sometimes they bear one aspect, some
times another. In the further·course of evolution, 
their forms become more definite, and occasionally 
permanent. This is due to their becoming inter
penetrated by the action of the Spirits described 
at the beginning of the Saturn evolution,-the 
Lords of "\Vill (the Thrones). The consequence is 
that the human phantom itself is seen to have the 
simplest, dullest form of consciousness. This must 
be thought of as still duller than the conscious
ness of dreamless sleep. Under present conditions, 
minerals have that consciousness. It brings the 
inner being into harmony with the outer physical 
world. On Saturn it is the Lords of \Vill who . 
regulate that harmony. And man by this means 
appears a copy of Saturn life itself. What 
Saturn life is upon a large scale, man at this 
stage is upon a small scale. And thus the first 
germ is prepared for that which is still only a 
germ in contemporary man: for the '' Spirit-Man" 
(Atmft). This dull human will within Saturn is 
manifested to clairvoyant faculty by effects which 
may be compared with odours. Outside, in celestial 
space, there is µresent a manifestation like that 
of a personality, which however is not directed by 
an inner ego but regulated from outside, like a ma
cnme. Those who regulate it are the Lords of Will. 

11 
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It will become evident, from a survey of the 
foregoing, that starting from the middle condition 
of the Saturn evolution at first pprtrayed, the 
steps of that evolution might be described by 
comparing their effects with sense-perceptions 
of the present time. It might be said that the 
Saturn evolution is manifested as heat; then a 
play of light is added; then a play of taste and 
sound; at length, something appears which is 
manifested within the interior of Saturn as sen
sations of smelling; outside, as a human ego 
working like a machine. 

·what have the Saturn rrvclations to say about 
what preceded the heat condition? Now this is 
what cannot be compared with anything acces
sible to outer sense-perception. A state of things 
precedes the heat condition, which contemporary 
man experiences only in his inner being.' \Vhen 
he gives himself up to ideas which he forms in 
his own soul, without having any inducement 
brought to bear on him by an external impression, 
then he has something within himself which can
not be perceived by any physical sense, but is 
'only accessible to the perception of the higher 
clairvoyant vision. l\tlanifestations precede the 
heat condition of Saturn, which can be cognized 
only by a clairvoyant. Three such conditions 
may be mentioned: purely psychic wannth, not 
outwardly perceptible; purely spiritual light, which 
is outwardly darkness; and lastly, something of a 



EVOLUTION OF THE WORLD AND MAN q 7 

spiritual nature which is complete in itself, and 
needs no outer being in order to become self
conscious. .Pure: inward heat accompanies the 
appearance of the Lords of Motion; pure, spirit
ual light, that of the Lords of Wisdom; pure, 
inward being is linked with the first effluence of 
the Lords of \Vill. 

Thus, with the appearance of heat on Saturn, 
our evolution first comes forth out of the inner 
life of pure spirituality into outwardly manifested 
existence. It is, of course, particularly difficult 
for present-day consciousness to realize this, 
even though it should be added that what is 
known as "time" appears first during the heat 
condition of Saturn. That is to say, the previous 
conditions have nothing to do with time. They 
belong. to that sphere which may be called, 
in occult science, "duration." Consequently, 
everything that is said in this book about the 
conditions existing in the "Sphere of Duration" 
must be understood in such a way that when 
expressions referring to time conditions are used, 
they are only to be accepted for the sake of 
comparison and explanation. That which, in a 
certain sense, precedes ''time,'' can be expressed 
in human language only by terms which imply 
the idea of time. Even if we are aware that the 
first, second, and third Saturn conditions were 
not ertacted "one after the other,'_' in the present 
sense of the words, yet we cannot do otherwise 
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than describe them one after the other. Indeed, 
in spite of their duration or coexistence in time, 
they are so dependent on one inother that this 
very dependence may be compared with a time .. 
sequence. 

This indication of the first conditions of evolu
tion on Saturn also throws light on any further 
questions that may be asked as to the origin 
of those conditions. From the purely intellectual 
point of view, it is, of course, quite possible, when 
dealing with the source of anything, to inquire 
after '' the source of the source.'' But in the 
face of facts, this is not possible. A compar:son 
will help us to realize it. If we find ruts on a 
road we may ask. "To what are they due?" And 
it may he replied, "To a carriage." It may 
further be asked: '' \Vhcnce did the Cil,rriage 
come? Whither was it going?" An answer 
founded on fact is again possible. We may then 
proceed to ask, "Who occupied the carriage? 
Wnat purpose had the person using it? What 
was he, or she, doing?" At last, however, we 
shall reach a point at which inquiry by means of 
facts finds its natural limit; and on inquiring 
further we get away from the original questions. 
We only continue the inquiry mechanically, as 
it were. 

In such matters as the one brought forward as 
a comparison, it is easy to see where facts demand 
the end of the inquiry. It is not so evident when 
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we arc face to face with great cosmic questions. 
But as the result of really exact observation it 
will nevert~eles1/ be seen that all inquiry as to 
origins must come to an end at the Saturn condi
tions portrayed above. For we have reached a 
region in which beings and events are no longc.·r 
justified by that from which they proceed, but by 
themselves. 

As a result of thC' Saturn evolution it appears 
that the human genn developed up to a certain 
point. It attained the low, dim state of con
sciousness described above. We must not imagine 
that its evolution does not hegin until the last 
of the Saturn stages. The Lords of Will carry on 
their work through all the conditions. Only 
the result is most striking to clairvoyant percep
tion in the last period. Thcr<' is not anything 
like a 0fixed boundary between the activities of 
the several groups of beings. If it is said that 
the Lords of Will work first, then the Lords of 
Wisdom, and so on, it is not meant that they are 
working only at that time. They arc working 
all through the Saturn evolution; only their 
activity can best be observed during the periods 
specified. The several groups have, as it were, 
the leadership at those times. 

Thus the whole Saturn evolution appears as a 
working out of what streamed forth from the 
Lords -of Will through the Lords of Wisdom, 
Motion, Form, and the rest. By this means, 
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those spiritual beings themselves pass through 
evolution. For instance, the Lords of Wisdom 
stand on a different level after t~ey hJlve received 
their life reflected back from Saturn, from the one . 
on which they previously stood. The result of 
that activity exalts the faculties of their own being. 
The consequence is that, on the completion of 
such activity, something similar to human sleep 
comes upon them. To their periods of activity 
in connection with Saturn there succeed other 
periods, during which they live, as it were, in 
other worlds. At these times their activity is 
withdrawn from Saturn. On this account clair
voyant perception sees an ascent and a descent 
in the ~aturn evolution that has been described. 
The ascent lasts until the formation of the heat 
condition. Then, with the play of light, the ebb 
tide sets in. And when the human phantoms 
have assumed form through the Lords of Will, 
the spiritual beings have also gradually with
drawn themselves. The Saturn evolution, as 
such, dies away; as an evolution, it disappears. 
A kind of resting pause occurs. 

The human germ at the same time enters upon 
a state of dissolution; not, however, a state in 
which it passes away, but one like that of a plant 
seed, resting in the earth in order that it may 
ripen into a new plant. Thus the human germ, 
in the bosom of the cosmos, takes rest before its 
next awakening. And by the time the moment 
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of awakening has arrived, the spiritual beings 
described above have acquired, under other con
ditions, the f~cultics by means of which they can 
fprther advance the human gcnn. The Lords of 
Wisdom have, in their etheric body, gained the 
faculty not only of enjoying the reflection of life 
as they did on Saturn, but of pouring life forth 
from themselves, and endowing other beings with 
it. The Lords of Motion arc now as far advanced 
as were the Lords of Wisdom on Saturn. Then 
the lowest principle of their being was the astral 
body; they now possess an ctheric, or vital body; 
and in a corresponding degree the other spiritual 
beings have reached a further stage of evolution. 
All these spiritual beings are therefore able to 
act in a different way, on the further evolution 
of the human germ, from that in which they 
acted o~ Saturn. 

But the human germ was dissolved at the end 
of the Saturn evolution. In order that the more 
highly evolved spirit-beings might resume their 
work where they had left it off, the human germ 
must once more briefly recapitulate the stages 
through which it had passed on Saturn. This, 
in fact, is what appears to clairvoyant faculties 
of perception. The human germ comes forth 
out of its retirement and begins to develop by 
its own· ability, by means of the forces which · 
had been implanted within it on Saturn. It 
comes forth out of the darkness as a "being of 
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Will," and assumes the appeara.11n· of life, nf 
µsychic qualities (Seclenbaftigkeit), and so on, 
up to that mechanical manifestation nf person-

• 
ality which it had at the cn<l of the Saturn . 
evolution. 

* * * 
The second of the great periods of evolution 

thdt h~t ve been mentioned, the "Sun period," 
effects the raising of man's being to a higher stage 
of consciousness than that which it had attained 
on Saturn. Compared with man's present state 
of consciousness, the Sun condition might cer
tainly be termed ''unconsciousness." For it is 
approximately like that condition in which con
temporary man is during absolutely dreamless 
sleep. Or it might be compared to the low degree 
of consciousness in which our vegetable world 
now slumbers. For occult science there is no 
such thing as unconsciousness, but only different 
degrees of consciousness. Everything in the world 
. . 
1s conscious. 

In the course of the Sun evolution, human nature 
attains a higher degree of consciousness through 
the incorporation within it of the etheric, or vital 
body. Before this can take place the Saturn 
conditions must be recapitulated in the manner 
described above. This recapitulation has quite 

• a definite meaning. That is to say, when the 
period of rest which was spoken of in the fo>regoing 
statement has come to an end, that which was 
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formerly Saturn issues forth, out of "cosmic 
sleep," as a new celestial body, the Sun. But the 
conditions of evolb.tion have meanwhile changed . • The spirit-beings, whose activity on behalf of 
~aturn we have portrayed, have progressed onward 
into different conditions. Yet at first the human 
germ appears on the newly formed Sun in the form 
it possessed on Saturn. It has first of all so to 
transform the various stages of evolution it has 
adopted on Saturn that they may suit the new 
conditions on the Sun. Consequently, the sun 
epoch begins with a recapitulation of the occur
rences on Saturn, adjusted to the changed condi
tions of Sun life. Now when man's being has 
advanced so far that the stage of evolution it 
reached on Saturn has hccn adapted to the Sun 
conditions, the Lords of Wisdom already men
tioned riegin to let the cthcric, or vital hotly, 
stream into the physical body. The higher stage 
which man reaches on the Sun may therefore be 
described in this way: the physical body, already 
fonned in the germ-state 011 Saturn, is raised to a 
second stage of perfection by becoming the vehicle 
of an etherie, or vital body. This last-named 
body attains its first degree of perfection 011 its 
own account during the Sun evolution. In order, 
however, that the second degree of perfection 
for the physical and the first for the etheric body 
may be -arrived at, the interposition of yet more 
spirit-beings is necessary during the further course 



15--l- AN OUTLINE OF OCCULT SCIENCE 

of the S~m life, in a similar manner to that which 
has been described as taking place during the 
Sa turn stage. • • 

When the Lords of vVisdom begin to pour in 
• 

the etheric body, the Sun hotly, previously dark, 
begins to shine. At the same time the first 
appea-tances of inner activity arc seen in the 
human germ; life has begun. What had to be 
described as a semblance of life on Saturn now 
becomes actual life. The influx lasts for a cer
tain time, at the end of which an important 
change for the human germ sets in-that is to 
say, it is divided into two parts. Wherear; up 
to this point the physical and etheric bodies 
formed an intimately connected whole, the physi
cal body now begins to detach itself as a separate 
part. Yet even that separated physical body is 
still pervaded by the etheric body. Therefore 
we have now to do with a human being composed 
of two principles. One portion is a physical body 
permeated by an etheric body; the other is the 
etheric body and nothing else. This separation 
comes to pass, however, during a period of rest 
in the Sun life. During this pause the shining, 
which had begun to appear, dies away. The 
separation takes place during a "cosmic night" 
(Pralaya), as it were. Yet this interval of rest 
is much shorter than the one between the Saturn 
and Sun evolutions mentioned above. A-t the ex
piration of the resting period the Lords of Wisdom 
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work tor a while on the two-principled being of 
man, just as they had previously done on the 

• one-principled. being. Then the Lords of Motion 
~gin their activity. They stream through thC' 
human etheric body with their own astral body. 
By this means man acquires the capacity for exe
cuting inner movements in the physical body. 
These movements may be compared with those 
of sap in a plant of our own time. 

The Saturn body c:msisted entirely of heat 
substance. During the Sun evolution that heat 
substance is condensed into the state which may 
be compared with that of our present-day gas or 
steam. It is the condition which occult science 
is accustomed to call "air." The first beginnings 
of such a state are seen after the Lords of Motion 
have begun their activity. The following spectacle 
is presC'ntcd to clairvoyant consciousness: Within 
the heat substance there appears something 
like delicate organisms which are set in regular 
motion by the forces of the ethcric body. These 
organisms represent the human physical body 
at the stage of evolution now proper to it. 
They arc permeated through and through \vit11 
heat, and also wrapped, as it were, in a heat 
envelope. From a physical point of view, man's 
nature may be said to be composed of heat struc
tures wi"th air forms embedded in them-the 
latter it! regular motion. Hence, if we wish to 
retain the foregoing comparison with a plant of 
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the present day, we must remember that it is not 
a solid plant organism which we have to consider, 
but an air or gas form, 1 the ~ovements of which 
may be compared with the circulation of the sap 
in plants of to-day. 

The evolution thus indicated continues. After 
a certain time another interval of rest sets in; 
after this the Lords of Motion go on working until 
their activity is supplemented by that of the Lords 
of Form. The effect of the latter is that the gas 
structures which before wen' constantly changing, 
now assunll' lasting forms. This, too, happens 
because the Lords of Form let their forces flow in 
and out of the human etheric body. When the 
Lords of Motion alone were acting on the gaseous 
organisms, these were in perpetual motion, not 
keeping their form for an instant. Now, however, 
they temporarily assume distinguishable shapes. 
Again, after a certain period, there occurs a time 
of rest; once more, after this, the Lords of Form 
continue their activity. But then entirely new 
conditions set in within the Sun evolution. 

For the point has now heen reached when the 
Sun evolution has attained its zenith. This is 
the time at which the Lords of Personality, who 
attained thc~r human stage on Saturn, ascend to 
a. higher degree of perfection. They advance 
beyond the human stage; they attain a form of 

1 The gas appears to clairvoyant consciousucss through 0the effect of 
light which emanates from it. We might therefore speak also of light 
forms, which arc appar<'nt to spiritual vision, 
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consciousness which c.:ontemporary 111a11 does not 
yet possess in his normal course of development 
on the earth. .He will acquire it when the earth 
-.the fourth of the planetary stages of evolu
tion-has reached its goal and has entered upon 
the next planetary period. Then man will not 
only perce1ve around him what his present physi
cal senses enable him to cognize, but he will be 
able to see in images the inner psychic condi
tions of the beings surrot·nding him. He will have 
a (clairvoyant) picture-consciousness, although 
retaining comph1tc self-consciousness. There will 
be nothing dreamlike or vague in his clairvoyance, 
but he will sense what is psychic, in pictures cer
tainly, but in such a way that these images will 
be the expression of realities, as physical colours 
and sounds are now. Man, at present, can attain 
to this degree of clairvoyance only through 
occult training, which will he treated later in this 
book. 

Now this clairvoyance is attained by the Sons 
of Personality, as the gift of their normal evolu
tion, midway in the Sun period; and it is just on 
this account that they become capable of acting 
on the newly formed etheric body of man during 
the Sun evolution, in a way similar to that in 
which they acted on the physical body on Saturn. 
Just as there the heat reflected their own per
sonality bm:k to them, so do the gaseous organisms 
now reflect back to them, in gleams of light, the 



1 5:-. AX OUTLINE OP OCCULT SCIENCE 

images of their clairvoyant consciousness. They 
clairvoyantly behold what is taking place on the 
Sun. This vision is by no nieans .. mcre observa
tion; it is as if something of the force whi~h 
mortals call love made itself felt in the images 
which stream forth from the Sun. And if a clair
\·oyant looks more closely, he will find the cause 
of this appearance. Exalted beings have blended 
their activity with the light that is being radiated 
from the Sun. They arc the Lords of Love 
( the Christian Seraphim) already mentioned. 
Henceforth they act, together with the Sons of 
Personality, on the human ethcric, or vital body. 
By means of that activity the etheric body 
advances a step farther along its path of evolu
tion. It acquires the capacity not only of trans
forming the gaseous forms within it but of so 
elaborating them that the first indications of a 
propagation of living human beings appear. In 
~c,me way something is segregated and driven 
out (as though exuded) from the gaseous organisms 
that have been formed, and is moulded into shapes 
resembling their mother-forms. 

In order to describe the further course of the 
Sun evolution, reference must be made to a fact 
in the formation of worlds which is of the gre?-test 
possible significance. It is this,-that by no 
means every being attains the goal of its evolu
tion in the course of one epoch; there are some 
that fall short of that goal. Thus, during the 
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Saturn evolution, it was not all the Sons of Per
sonality that actually reached the human stage 
for which, as described above, they were destined ; 
D,Tld just as little did all the physical human bodies, 
developed on Saturn, attain the degree of maturity 
which qualifies them to become vehicles of a self
dependent etheric body on the Sun. The conse
quence is that beings and organisms are present 
on the Sun which arc not in harmony with their 
environment. These nmst now make up, during 
the Sun evolution, for what they failed to attain 
on Saturn. The following may, therefore, be 
clairvoyantly observed during the Sun period. 
When the Lords of Wisdom begin their pouring 
in of the etheric body, the Sun body is to some 
extent darkened. Structures are mingled with 
it whicl1, properly speaking, belong to Saturn. 
They arc heat organisms which arc not able to 
condense themselves into air in the proper manner. 
These are the human beings left hehind in the 
Saturn stage. They are not able to become 
vehicles of a perfected etheric body in the nor
mal ,vay. 

Now the heat substance of Saturn, which has 
thus been left behind, splits into two parts on the 
Sun. One part is absorbed, as it were, by human 
bodies, and henceforward fom1s a kind of lower 
nature within man's being. Thus something, 
which really corresponds to the Saturn stage, is 
incorporated in the bodily part of man on the Sun. 
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Now just as the Saturn body of man made it 
possible for the Sons oi Person~lity to raise them
selves to the human stage, the s~turn part of 
man performs the same office on the Sun for t~ 
Sons of Fire. They raise themselves to the 
human stage by letting their forces flow in and 
out of the Saturn part of man, as did the Sons of 
Personality on Saturn. 

This also happens in the middle period of the 
Sun evolution. The Saturn part of human nature 
is then so far matured that with its helµ the 
Sons of Fire ( Archangcloi) are able to pass through 
their human stage. .-\nother part of the Satur
nian heat substance becomes detached and attains 
an independent existence alongside of and among 
the human beings on the Sun. This forms a 
second kingdom by the side of the human king
dom, a kingdom which develops on the Sun 
only a perfectly independent physical body, as 
a heat body. In consequence of this, the fully 
evolved Sons of Personality are not able to direct 
their activity toward any independent ctheric 
body in the manner before dC'scribed. But there 
were also certain Sons of Personality left behind 
at the Saturn stage who fell short of humanity 
then. There exists a bond of attraction between 
them and the second Sun kingdom which has 
become independent. They must now· act to
ward the hackward kingdom on the Sun· as their 
advanced brethren did on Saturn in regard to 
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human beings. The latter had only their physical 
body perfected· there. But there is no possi
bility on the Sun f'or such a work on the part of 
tqe backward Sons of Personality. They there
fore separate themselves from the Sun body, and 
form a self-dependent celestial body outside it. 
This body, accordingly, withdraws from the Sun, 
and from it the backward Sons of Personality act 
on the beings of the second Sun kingdom which 
have been described. In this way two world
organisms have been formed out of the one which 
was previously Saturn. The Sun has now in 
its environment a second celestial body, one which 
exhibits a kind of re-birth of Saturn, a new Saturn. 
From this Saturn the character of personality is 
conferred on the second Sun kingdom. Therefore 
within t11is kingdom we have to do with beings 
which ha-Ye no personality on the Sun itself. 
But yet they reflect back to the Sons of Person
ality on the new Saturn the special personality of 
those spirits. Clairvoyant consciousness is able 
to observe heat forces among the human beings 
on the Sun, which act upon the regular course of 
Sun evolution, and in which the sway of the spir
its described as belonging to the new Saturn is 
to be seen. 

We have to notice the following facts about 
man's bei'ng during the middle period of the Sun 
evolution·. It is divided into a physical body 
and an etheric body. Within these there plays 

12 
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the activity of the advanced Sons of Personality 
conjointly with that of the Lords"of Love. Now 
part of the bachvard Saturn' nat13re is mingled 
with the physical body. In this there plays the 
activity of the Sons of Fire. We have now to 
see i!1 eYerything which the Sons of Fire effect 
on the backward Saturn nature, the forerunners 
of the present human sense-organs. It has been 
shown hmv these Sons of Fire were already at 
work on the elaboration of the sense-germs in the 
heat substance on Saturn. The first outline of 
the present human glands is to be recognized in 
what is accomplished by the Sons of Personality 
conjointly with the Lords of Love (Seraphim). 

But when this is done the work of the Sons of 
Personality dwelling on the new Saturn is not 
yet finished. They not only {•xtend their activity 
to the second Sun kingdom mentioned above, 
but they establish a kind of connection between 
that kingd(Jm and the human senses. The heat 
substances of this kingdom flow in and out of 
the germs of the human sense-organs. By this 
means the hmnan being on the Sun acquires a 
sort of perception of the lmver kingdom situated 
outside him. That perception is naturally but a 
dim one, closely corresponding to the dull Saturn
consciousness previously treated of. And it con
sists essentially of various heat effects. • 

Everything here described as taking· place in 
the middle of the Sun evolution lasts for a definite 
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period. Then a time of rest again occurs. After 
that, things continue for a while in the same 
manner up to t\Cert;in point of evolution, at which 
tht human ethcric body is so far matured that a 
united action of the Sons of Life (Angeloi) and 
the Lords of Harmony (Cherubim) can set in. 
There now appear to clairvoyant consciousness, 
within man's being, certain manifestations which 
may be compared with perceptions of taste, and 
which arc made known externally as sounds. A 
similar thing has already been stated about the 
Saturn evolution. But here on the Sun the proc
esses relating to human beings are more inward, 
and full of more self-dependent life. 

The Sons of Life thereby acquire that dim pic
ture-consciousness which the Sons of Fire had 
already a_ttained on Saturn. In this the Lords 
of Harmony are their helpers. They really behold 
clairvoyantly what is now being enacted within 
the Sun evolution; only they give up all the 
results of that contemplation, and the enjoy
ment of those revelations of Wisdom that arise 
from it, and allow them to stream, like splendid 
visions of enchantment, into the dreamlike con
sciousness of the Sons of Life. The latter again 
work these pictures of their visions into the etheric 
body of man, so that it attains higher and higher 
stages of development. 

Again an interval of rest sets in; again every
thing is raised from "cosmic sleep" ; and after 
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man's being has lasted a while longer, it is suffi
ciently advanced to direct i~s forces for itself. 
These forces are the same that Wa!'e poured into . 
man's being by the "Thrones" during the latter 
part of the Saturn period. Human nature now 
evolves by an inner life, which, in its manifesta
tion to clairvoyant consciousness, may be com
pared with an inward perception of smell. But 
outside, in the direction of celestial space, man's 
being is manifested as a personality, though not 
one, it is true, directed by an inner ego. It 
appears more like a plant working as a personality. 
It has indeed been shown that at the end of the 
Saturn evolution personality is manifested like 
a ma.chine. And just as then the first germ was 
developed of what becomes capable of evolving 
only in contemporary man,-the Spirit-Man 
(Atma),-so at this point there is formed a similar 
first germ of the Life-Spirit (Buddhi). 

After this has all continued for some time, 
an interval of rest again occurs. Following this 
interval, as in the previous instances, the activ
ity of the human being is resumed for a while. 
Then conditions set in, which present them
selves as a fresh intervention of the Lords of 
Wisdom. By its means human nature becomes 
capable of feeling the first traces of sympathy 
and antipathy in regard to its environment. As 
yet there is no real sensation in all • this, but 
only a forerunner of sensation. For the inner 
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life-activity, which might be characterized in its 
manifestation as perception of smell, is revealed 
externally as if in• a kind of primitive language. 
If. the human being is inwardly consciots of a 
useful smell-or taste, or glitter,-it is manifested 
outwardly by a sound; and the same thing 
happens, in a corresponding way, with an in
wardly uncongenial perception. The real pur
pose of the Sun evolution for humanity is attained 
by means of all the processes that have been 
described. Human nature has reached a higher 
stage of consciousness than that of the Saturn 
period. It is the consciousness of sleep. 

After some time, the point of evolution is also 
reached at which the higher beings connected 
with the Sun stage must pass into other spheres 
in order to work out that with which they have 
endowed themselves by their work on the human 
being. A long period of rest sets in, one similar 
to that between the Saturn and Sun evolutions. 
Everything that has been perfected on the Sun 
passes into a condition which may be compared 
with that of a plant when its powers of growth 
are resting in the seed. But just as those powers 
of growth appear again in a new plant, so does 
everything that was living on the Sun come 
forth again, after the period of rest, from the womb 
of the world, and begin a new planetary existence. 

The m~aning of such a term of rest, or "sleep 
of worlds" (Pralaya), will readily be understood 
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if we will only direct our spiritual vision to one 
of the orders of beings already mentioned, for 
instance, to the Lords of Wisdo~. They were 
not far enough evolved on Saturn to be able ,to 
pour forth from themselves an etheric body. 
They were not prepared for this until they had 
gone through their experiences on Saturn. During 
the rest (Pralaya) they are transforming into 
actual faculty what had been previously prepared 
in them. Thus on the Sun they are evolved 
far enough to pour life forth from themselves, 
and to endow the human being with an etheric 
body of its own. 

* 
After the interval of rest, that which had 

previously been the Sun comes forth again out 
of the "sleep of worlds." That is, it agaif,I. becomes 
perceptible to the clairvoyant faculties which 
had been able to observe it before, but had lost 
sight of it during the resting period. There 
are now two points to be observed with regard 
to the newly appearing planetary organism, which 
may, in occult science, be denoted the "Moon" 
(and this must not be confused with that portion 
of it which is now the earth's moon). In the 
first place, that which had detached itself during 
the Sun period as a "new Saturn" is once more 
within the new planetary body. This Saturn 
has therefore been again united with· the Sun 
during the term of rest. Everything which was 
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in the original Saturn reappears at first as one 
world-organism. Secondly, the human etheric 
bodies which.had 0 been formed on the Sun have 
b.een absorbed, during the resting period, by 
that which constitutes the spiritual sheath of 
the planet. At this point of time, therefore, 
they do not make their appearance united with 
the corresponding physical human bodies, but 
these latter at first appear separately. It is 
true, they contain everything which had been 
gained for them on Saturn and the Sun, but they 
are without the etheric, or vital body. Indeed, 
they cannot incorporate that ethcric body within 
themselves immediately, for it has also been 
passing, during the period of rest, through an 
evolution with which they are not yet harmonized. 

What. occurs at the beginning of the Moon 
evolution, in order to bring about this adjust
ment, is, first of all, another recapitulation of the 
Saturnian events. The physical part of man 
passes once more through the stages of the 
Saturn evolution, but under greatly altered cir
cumstances. On Saturn there were only the forces 
of a heat body at work within; now there 
are also those of the gas hody that has been 
elaborated. These latter forces do not, however, 
appear quite at the beginning of the Moon evo
lution. 'Then everything appears as if man's 
being were composed only of heat substance, 
and as if the gas forces were lying donnant 
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within that substance. Then comes a time when 
the ·first indications of these forces make their 
appearance; and lastly, in the Iat.est period of 
the Saturn recapitulation, man's being has t}ie 
same appearance as during his life-condition 
on the Sun. Yet, even now, all the life there 
proves to be but a semblance of life. 

Next occurs a period of rest similar to the 
short periods of rest of the Sun evolution. Then 
the pouring in of the ethcric body, for which 
the physical body has now become ripe, begins 
anew. As in the case of the recapitulation of 
Saturn, this influx takes place in three periods, 
distinguishable one from the other. During the 
second of these, man's being is so far adjusted to 
the new l\foon conditions that the Lords of 
Motion are able to bring into play th~ faculty 
they have acquired. This faculty consists in 
their pouring the astral body out of their own 
being into man's. They prepared themselves 
for this work during the Sun evolution, and 
during the time of rest between the Sun and 
Moon they transformed what had been prepared 
into the faculty alluded to. This influx lasts 
for a while, then one of the shorter intervals of 
rest sets in. After that the influx continues 
until the Lords of Form begin their activity. In 
consequence of the pouring of the astral body 
into man's being by the Lords of Motion, the 
latter acquires its first· psychic qualities. It 
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begins to develop sensations in connection with 
the processes which take place in it through 
the possessiop of' an etheric body, and which 
dpring the Sun evolution were still plant-like in 
nature; through these processes man's being now 
experiences pleasure and aversion. But it is 
nothing more than a constant inner ebb and 
flow of such pleasure and aversion, until the 
Lords of Form intervene. Then these changing 
feelings are so transformed that there appear 
in man's nature what may be regarded as the 
first signs of wishes and desires. The being 
strives after a repetition of what has once caused 
pleasure, and tries to avoid what has been felt 
as antipathetic. As, however, the Lords of Form 
do not give up their own nature to the human 
being, but merely let their forces stream in and 
out, desire is wanting in depth of feeling and 
independence. It is directed by the Lords of 
Form, and makes its appearance in an instinctive 
character. 

The human physical body on Saturn was a 
heat body; on the Sun a condensation into the 
gaseous state, or into "air," has set in. Now 
as, during the Moon evolution, the astral element 
is poured in, and the physical part, at a definite 
moment, attains a further degree of condensation, 
it arrive!; at a state which may be compared 
with that of a liquid of our own day. In accord
ance with the usage of occult science this state 
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mav lJe called "water." But by this term 1s 
not meant the water we now have, but every 
liquid form in existence. The ph,.ysical human 
body nmv gradual1y assumes a form compose:;d 
of three kincis of nwterial structures. The 
densest is a "water body"; through this flow air 
currents; and through these two there further 
passes heat-activity. 

Now all the organisms do not attain full, 
adequatE' maturity during the Sun stage. There
fore tllC'n.· arc organisms found on the Moon 
which are only at the Saturn stage, and others 
\vhich h:ffe but rcaclwd the Sun stage. In this 
way two other kingdoms arise by the side of the 
nonnally ('Yolved human kingdom. One con
sists of beings which have stopped short at the 
Saturn stage, and therefore have only a physical 
body, which even <n1 the 11oon is not yet able 
to become the vehicle of an independent etheric 
b()dy. This is the lmvest of the l\'Ioon kingdoms. 
A second consists of beings which have been left 
behind at the Sun stage, an<l which are therefore 
not mature enough on the Moon to incorporate 
within themselves an independent astral body. 
These form a kingdom between the one just 
mentioned and the regularly progressing human 
kingdom. 

But there is still something else taking place: 
the substances with only heat forces and those 
with only afr forces permeate also the human 
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beings. Thus it happens that the latter have 
within them on the lvfoon a Saturnian and a solar 
nature. In tl1is ;.ay a kind of cleavage has taken 
nlace in human nature; and by means of this 
division, something very momentous is called 
forth within the Moon evolution after the activity 
of the Lords of Form has begun. • A cleavage in 
the celestial body of the Moon hegins to be pre
pared for. One part ')f its suLstances and beings 
separates from the other; hvo heavenly bodies 
are formed out of one. One of these becomes the 
abode of certain higher beings who were previ
ously more closely connectC'd with the undivided 
celestial body; while the other is occupied by 
human beings, the two lower kingdoms described 
above, and certain higher beings who did not pass 
over to ihe first celestial body. 

The first heavenly body, with the higher beings, 
appears like a newly born but refined Sun; the 
other is really the new formation, the "old Moon." 
The regenerated Sun, on going out, takes with it 
only "heat" and "air" of the substances which 
have been formed on the Moon; on what is left 
as the Moon there is the liquid condition as well 
as the other two substances. By this separation 
it comes about that the beings which have with
drawn with the newborn Sun are not, in the first 
instance; hampered in their further evolution by 
the den~er Moon beings. Thus they are able to 
continue their own progress without hindrance. 
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But by this means they acquire so much more 
power that they are able now, ~rom their Sun, to 
influence the l\:foon b~ings. These~ also acquire 
thereby new possibilities of evolution. Mos;t 
important of all, the Lords of Form are still in 
union with them. These confirm the appetites 
and the desire-nature, and this also is gradually 
expressed in a further condensation of the physical 
human body. ,vhat was previously nothing but 
liquid in that body assumes a densely viscid form; 
and the air and heat organisms are correspond
ingly condensed. Similar processes take place in 
the two lower kingdoms. 

The result of the separation of the Moon-body 
from the Sun-body is that the former bears the 
same relation to the latter as the Saturn-body 
once did to the whole cosmic evolution s~rround
ing it. The Saturn-sphere was formed out of 
the body of the "Lords of Will" (the Thrones). 
From its substance there streamed back into 
cosmic space everything experienced in its pe
riphery by the above-mentioned spiritual beings. 
And this radiation by degrees awakened inde
pendent life, by means of the following processes. 
All evolution is indeed due to the fact that inde
pendent being is first separated from the life 
surrounding it; that next the environment is 
impressed, as by reflection, upon the being sep
arated off, and that then this detachetl being 
independently evolves ftµther. Thus was the 
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Moon-body detached from the Sun-body, at 
first reflecting the life of the latter. If nothing 
further had then happened, the following cosmic 
process would have taken place. There would 
have been a Sun-body in which spiritual beings 
adapted to that body would have lived through 
their experiences in the elements of heat and air . 

. Set over against this Sun-body would have 
been a Moon-body, ir which other beings of like 
nature with the Sun-beings would have under
gone their experiences in the conditions of heat, 
air, and water. The progresa from the Sun
evolution to that of the Moon would have con
sisted in the Sun-beings having their own life, 
after the events on the l\!Ioon, reflected before 
them as in a mirror, an<l in their being ahle to 
enjoy it, which was impossible to them during 
the Sun incarnation. But evolution did not 
remain at this stage. Something happened of 
the deepest significance for al1 evolution to come. 
Certain beings who were adapted to the Moon
body, take possession of the element of will 
(the heritage of the Thrones) which was at their 
disposal, and by its means develop a life of their 
own, which takes shape independently of the 
Sun-life. Alongside of those Moon experiences 
which ~re entirely under the influence of the 
Sun, there arises independent Moon experiences,-. 
as it were, states of rebellion or mutiny against 
the Sun-beings. And the various kingdoms which 
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had arisen on the Sun and lvioon, first and fore
most the kingdom of man's ancestors, are drawn 
into these conditions. In this wa)' the Moon
body contains within it, spiritually and mate
rially, two kinds of life: one that is in inner union 
with the Sun-M(>, and another which has ''fallen 
away" from it and goes its own way independ
ently. This division into a twofold life appears 
in all subsequent events of the Moon incarnation. 

¥.That presents itsdf to clairvoyant conscious
ness in this period of evolution may be realizC'<l 
from the following pictures. The whole basic 
composition of the Moon is forrned of a half
living substance', which at one time is moving 
sluggishly, at anothc-;-, quickly. It is not yl't a 
mineral mass in the sense of being made up of 
the rocks and constituents of thC' earth on which 
contemporary man walks ahouL vV e might call 
it a kingdom of plant-minerals, only we have to 
imagine that the main hody of the Moon consists 
of this plant-mineral substance, as the earth 
to-day consists of rocks, earth, and other sub
stances. Just as now we have towering masses 
of rock, so there were then harder portions 
embedded in the Moon's hulk; these may be 
compared with hard wooden structures or fornia
tions of horn; and as plants now arise: out of 
mineral soil, so was the surface of th~ Moon 
covered and penetrated by the second kingdom, 
consisting of a kind nf plant-animals. Thc>ir 



~VOLUTION OF THE WORLD AND MAN r 7 s 

substance was softer than the general mass of 
the Moon, and . more mobile. This kingdom 
extended ove~ the other, like a viscous sea. 
• Man himself at that time may be called animal

man. He had in his nature the component parts 
of the other two kingdoms; but his being was 
thoroughly intcrpenetrated by an etheric and an 
astral body, upon which there worked the forces 
of higher beings issuing from the severed Sun. 
His form was thus brought to greater perfection. 
While tbe Lords of Form were giving him a frame' 
which adapted him for Moon life, the Sun-Spirits 
were giving him a nature which lifted him beyond 
that life. He had the power of ennobling his 
own nature with the faculties given him by 
these Spirits,-in fact, of raising what was akin 
to the lower kingdoms to a higher level. 

As seen spiritually, the events now un<kr 
consideration may be describecl in the following 
way. Man's ancestor had been brought to greater 
perfection Ly beings who had fallen away from 
the Sun kingdom. This improvement extended 
especially to everything that could he experi
enced in the clement of water. Over that clement 
the Sun-beings, who were rul<'rs in the elements 
of heat and air, had less influ~ncc. The con
sequence of this was that in tlw organism 
of man\ ancestor two kinds of beings made 
themseives felt. One part of the ·organism was 
wholly interpenetrate<l hy the influences of the 



Ii6 AN OUTLINE OF OCCULT SCIENCE 

Sun-beings. In the other part, the rebellious 
:Moon-beings were operative .• Owing to this, 
the latter part was more independent than the 
former. In the former there could only arise 
states of consciousness in which the Sun-beings 
lived; in the latter there lived a kind of universal 
consciousness, as had been specially the case on 
Satun1, only now it was on a higher plane. 

1-.Ian's ancestor consequently seemed to him
self an '' image of the universe,'' whereas his 
·• Sun-part" felt itself only an "image of the 
Sun." The two beings now came to a kir1d of 
conflict in man's nature. A settlement of this 
conflict ,vas brought about by the influence of 
the Sun-being, through which the material 
organism which made the independent universal 
consciousness possible, was rendered frail and 
perishable. From time to time this part of the 
organism had to be separated off. During and 
some time after the separation, man's ancestor 
was a being ,vholly dependent on the Sun in
fluence. His consciousness became less independ
ent; he lived within it, entirely surrendered to 
Sun-life. Then the independent Moon portion 
was once more renewed. After some time this 
process was always repeated. Thus man's an
cestor lived on the Moon in alternating con
ditions of clearer and duller consciousn~ss; and 
the alternation was accompanied by a change of 
his being in a material respect. From time to 
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time he laid aside his Moon-bo<ly and resumed 
it later. Seen physically, great variety appears 
in the kingcfoms of the Moon that have been 
mentioned. 

The mineral-plants, plant-animals, and animal
men are differentiated into groups. This will 
be understood when it is borne in mind that in 
consequence of organisms being left behind at 
each of the earlier ;:tages of evolution, forms 
possessing most varied qualities were incor
porated. There are organisms still showing the 
elementary Satun1ian qualities, others of the 
mi<ldle period of that world, others of its end. 
A similar statement is true of all the stages of 
the Sun evolution. 

As organisms related to the evolving planet are 
left behind, this is also the case with certain beings 
connected with that evolution. Through the 
gradual progress of development up to the Moon 
period, many grades of such beings have already 
arisen. There are the Sons of Personality who 
never attained their human stage on the Sun; 
but there are also present some who have made 
up on the l\tloon for lost time and become human. 
A nwnber of the Sons of Fire, who should have 
attained humanity on the Sun, have also been 
left behind. Now, just as during the Sun evolu
tion ce1;tain of the Sons of Personality withdrew 
from the Sun and caused the reappearance of 
Saturn as a separate body, so it also happens that 
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in the course of the Moon evolution the beings 
described above separate and form individual 
celestial bodies. So far we have mentioned only 
the separation into Sun and Moon; but other 
world-organisms detached themselves, for the 
reasons already given, from the Moon body which 
made its appearance after the great interval 
between the Sun and l\Ioon. 

After a certain time we have to consider a sys
tem of heavenly bodies of which the farthest 
progressed, as can easily he seen, must be called 
the nmv Sun. And just such a bon<l. of attraction 
as was described above as existing between the 
backward Saturn kingdom and the Sons of Per
sonality on the new Saturn, is formed between 
each of these bodies and the corresponding Moon
beings. It would take us much too far t,o follow 
up in detail all the celestial bodies that come 
into existence. It must suffice to have pointed 
out the reason why a succession of them arises 
by degrees from the undivided world-organism 
which appears as Saturn at the beginning of 
human evolution. 

After the intervention on the Moon of the 
Lords of Form, evolution proceeds for a while 
in the manner described. At the end of this time 
there is again a pause. Vlhile it lasts, th9 coarser 
portions of the three Moon kingdoms are tn a sort 
of rer.;ting state, but the finer parts, in particular 
the human astral body, extricate themselves 
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from those coarser organisms. They reach a 
condition in which the higher forces of exalted 
Sun-beings a4te able to act upon them very 
strongly. After the interval of rest they again 
interpenetrate those parts of man's being which 
are composed of the coarser substances. Because 
they received such mighty forces during the pause 
-in a free state--they are able to make those 
coarser substances ripe for the influence to be 
exercised upon them dter a certain time by the 
Sons of Persorn:ility and the Sons of Fire, who 
have progressed normally. 

In the meantime these Sons of Personality 
have raised themselves to a level on which they 
have the "consciousness of inspiration." Here 
they are not only able-as ,ms the case with 
clairvoyant picture-consciousness--to observe in 
images the inner state of other beings but to 
apprehend the inner nature itself of those beings, 
as though in a spiritual language of sound. But 
the Sons of Fire have risen to that height of 
consciousness possessed on the Sun by the Sons 
of Personality. Both kinds of Spirits can by 
this means interpose in the maturing life of human 
nature. The Sons of Personality act on the astral 
body, the Sons of Fire on the etheric body, of 
man's b.eing. The astral body thereby acquires 
the character of personality. It now not only 
experiences pleasure and pain, but r-efers them to 
itself. It has not yet arrived at a complete 
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• 
The animal-plants appear only as condensed 

regular forms of this element, often differing 
little physically from their environment. The 
r~spiratory and nutritive processes are both active. 
It is like an absorption and emanation of heat. 
To 'clairvoyant observation it is as if, during 
those processes, organs opened and closed, through 
which a warming current passed in and out, and 
through which airy and watery substances were 
also carried in and out. And since man's nature 
at this stage of evolution already possesses an 
astral body, respiration and nutrition are accom
panied by feelings, so that a sort of pleasure 
ensues when materials which promote the upbuild
ing of man's nature are taken in from without. 
Aversion is caused if injurious substances flow 
in, or even if they merely approach. 

Just is during the Moon evolution the respir
atory and the nutritive processes were closely 
connected, as has been described, so was the 
imaginative process in close connection v.rith re
production. No immediate effect was produced 
on any of the senses by the things and beings in 
the environment of Moon-humanity. The con
ception was, on the contrary, 6£ such a kind that 
the presence of things and beings called up pic
tures in the dull, dreamy consciousness. These 
pictures· were much more closely connected with 
the real nature of the environment than the 
.present sense-perceptions, which show in colours, 
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ego-corisciousness, that says to itself, "I am 
here"; but it feels itself upheld and protected by 
other beings in its environment. When looking, 
as it were, up to these, it is able to say, "Thts, 
my environment, keeps me alive.'' 

The Sons of Fire now work upon the etheric 
body. Under their influence the movement of 
forces in that body becomes more and more one 
of an inner vital energy. '\Vhat then results finds 
physical expression in a circulation of fluids and 
in phenomena of growth. The gaseous substances 
have become condensed into liquid substances; 
we may speak of a kind of nutritive process, in 
the sense that what is received from without 
becomes transformed and elaborated within. Per
haps if we think of something intermediate 
between nutrition and respiration in the present 
meaning of the terms, we may get an idea of what 
then happened in this direction. The nutritive 
matter was drawn from the animal-plant king
dom by the human being. W c must think of 
those animal-plants as :floating or swimming
or even almost fixed-in an element surrounding 
them, as fish of the present time Jive in water, 
or land animals in air. Yet the element is neither 
water nor air in the present sense, but something 
midway between the two, a kind of thiclc vapour 
in which the most heterogeneous s~bstances 
move hither and thither, .as though dissolved, in 
currents flowing in all dirc.ctions. 
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The animal-plants appear only as condensed 
regular forms of this element, often differing 
little physica.1,1.y from their environment. The 
re.spiratory And nutritive processes are both active. 
It is like an absorption and emanation of heat. 
To 'clairvoyant observation it is as if, during 
those processes, organs opened and closed, through 
which a warming current passed in and out, and 
through which airy and watery substances were 
also carried in and out.. And since man's nature 
at this stage of evolution already possesses an 
astral body, respiration and nutrition are accom
panied by feelings, so that a sort of pleasure 
ensues when materials which promote the upbuild
ing of man's nature are taken in from without. 
Aversion is caused if injurious substances flow 
in, or even if they merely approach. 

Just as during the l\tloon evolution the respir
atory and the nutritive processes were closely 
connected, as has been described, so was the 
imaginative process in close connection vdth re
production. No immediate effect was produced 
on any of the senses by the things and beings in 
the environment of Moon-humanity. The con
ception was, on the contrary, of such a kind that 
the presence of things and beings called up pic
tures in the dull, dreamy consciousness. These 
pictures· were much more closely connected with 
the real nature of the environmept than the 
.present sense-perceptions, which show in colours, 



rS2 AN OUTLINE OF OCCULT SCIENCE 
• 

sounds, scents, and so on, only the outward si<le 
of beings. 

In order to get a clearer idea Qf the human 
consciousness on the l\ioon, let us imagine hurrnin 
beings immersed in the vaporous environment 
described above. The most varied processes are 
enacted in this vapour-element. l\Iatcrials unite, 
substances break asunder one from the other; 
some parts hecomc condensed, others attenuated. 
All this comes to pass in such a way that human 
beings do not sec or hear anything (Jf it directly, 
but it calls up images in their consciousness. 
These may be compared with the images of our 
present dream-consciousness. It is somewhat the 
same as when an object falls to the ground, and a 
sleeping man does not discern what has really 
happened but perceives some image uf it: for 
instance, he thinks that a shot has lx·cn fired. 
But the pictures in the Moon-consciousness are 
not arbitrary, as is the case with such drcam
pictures; it is true they arc symbols, not repre
sentations, but they correspond with ~uter events. 
A definite outer event can call up only a quite 
definite image. The T\Ioon-being is therefore in 
a position to regulate his conduct by means of 
these images, as contemporary man docs by means 
of his perceptions. We must nevertheless be 
careful to notice that conduct regulated by per
ception is governed by choice, whereas action 
under the influence of the images we have 
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described seems to result from a dim instinct. 
It is by no means as if only outer physical proc

esses became. perceptible through this picture
c~:msciousness, but through the images there are 
also represented the spiritual beings who rule 
behind the physical facts, and the activities of 
those beings. Thus the Lords of Personality 
become visible, so to speak, in what concerns the 
animal-plant kingdom; the Sons of Fire appear 
behind and in the miPeral-pla.nt beings; and the 
Sons of Life appear as beings whom man is able 
to imagine unconnected with anything physical, 
-whom he sees, as it were, as etheric-psychic 
organisms. 

Though these images of the l\'Ioon-consciousness 
were not representations, but only symbols of 
outer things, they nevertheless had a much more 
importaiit effect on the inner nature of man than 
the images now caused by perception. They 
were able to set the whole inner being in motion 
and activity. The inner events were shaped 
in conformity with them. They were genuine 
formative forces. Man's being became what 
those formative forces made it; it became, to a 
certain extent, a representation of the events of 
its consciousness. 

The further evolution progresses in this manner, 
the more does it result in the coming to pass of a 
deeply incisive change in man's being. The power 
issuing from the images in the consciousness 
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gradually becomes unable to extend over the 
whole human bodily frame, which thereupon 
divides into two parts, or two naiures. Mem
bers are formed subject to the shaping influence 
of the picture-consciousness, and they become to 
a great extent a copy of that life of imagination 
in the way just described. But other organs 
escape such an influence. They are, as it were, 
too dense, too much determined by other laws, to 
regulate themselves by the images of conscious
ness. These withdraw from the human influence; 
but they come under another, that of the exalted 
Sun-beings themselves. A period of rest, how
ever, is first seen to precede this stage of evolution. 
During this pause the Sun-Spirits are gathering 
force to influence the Moon-beings under quite 
new circumstances. 

After this term of rest, man's being is dis
tinctly divided into two natures. One of these 
is withdrawn from the self-dependent action of 
the picture-consciousness; it assumes a more defi
nite form, and comes under the influence of forces 
which, though issuing from the Moon body, only 
come into existence there through the influence 
of the Sun-beings. This part of human nature 
shares more and more the life which is stimulated 
by the Sun: the other part rises like a kind of 
head out of the first one. It is flexible, can move 
itself, and takes shape in conformity Vvith the 
life of dull human consciousness. Yet the two 
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parts are closely connected with each other; 
they send one another their juices, and members 
extend from o,p.e of them into the other . 

• A significant harmony is now attained by the 
working out, in the course of the time during which 
all this has happened, of such a connection between 
the Sun and Moon as is in keeping with the 
tendency of this evolution. It has already been 
intimated in a former passage that the beings who 
are progressing detach their celestial bodies from 
the general cosmic mass by the stages of evolution 
through which they pass. They pour out, as it 
were, forces in conformity with which materials 
are organized. The Sun and l\foon have thus 
parted from each other, as was necessary for the 
preparation of the right abodes for the beings 
appropriate to them. But this determination of 
material· and its forces by the Spirit is carried 
very much farther. The beings themselves con
dition as well certain movements of the heavenly 
bodies, and definite revolutions of them around 
each other. In consequence, those bodies come 
to occupy variable positions with regard to each 
other. And if the position or situation of one 
body with regard to another is altered, the effects 
of their respective inhabitants on each other also 
change. It has thus happened with the Sun and 
Moon. By the motion of the Moon around the 
Sun, which has arisen, human beings come, peri
odically, at one time more into the sphere of the 
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Sun's influence; at another time they may turn 
awav from the Sun, and are then thrown more 
on their own resources. The Il1f)vement is a 
consequence of the "fall" of certain Moop
beings, as described above; and of the settlement 
of the conflict which was thereby brought about. 
It is the physical expression of the new relation 
of spiritual forces created by this falling away. 
The consequence of the rotation of the one sphere 
round the other is that the beings inhabiting 
these heavenly bodies experience the alternating 
conditions of consciousness above described. We 
may put it thus, that the l\Ioon alternately turns 
its life toward the Sun and away from it. There 
is a Sun period and a planetary period, in the 
latter of which the Moon-beings evolve on a 
side of the l\Ioon which is turned away from the 
Sun. Of course there is other movement going on 
in the Moon in addition to planetary movements. 
That is to say, clairvoyant consciousness, on 
looking back, can plainly see the Moon-beings 
wandering around their own planet, at quite 
regular periods of time. Thus at certain times 
they seek localities where they can give them-

• selves up to the Sun influence; at other peri
ods they wander to places where they are not 
subject to that influence, and where they can, as 
it were, reflect upon themselves. 

In order to complete the picture that· is to be 
drawn of these events, we must further notice 
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that the Sons of Life attain their human stage 
during this period. Man's senses, the beginnings 
of which alr~dy existed on Saturn, cannot even 
Y.et, on the Moon, be used for his own perception 
of external objects. But at the Moon stage those 
senses become the instruments of the Sons of 
Life, who make use of them in order to perceive 
through them. Those senses, belonging to the 
physical human body, thereby enter into recip
rocal. relations with t!ie Sons of Life, by whom 
they are not only used but improved. 

Now there sets in a change of circumstances, 
in consequence of the changing relations of the 
Sun to human nature. Things so shape them
selves that when man's being is subject to the 
Sun influence it is more given up to the world in 
general and its phenomena than to itself. At . 
such times it feels the greatness and glory of the 
universe; it, so to speak, absorbs them. Then 
the exalted beings who dwell on the Sun are 
influencing the Moon, which again influences 
human beings. This influence, however, does 
not extend to the whole of man, but chiefly to 
those parts which have thrown off the influence 
of their own picture-consciousness. The physical 
and etheric bodies especially reach at this time a 
certain largeness and shape. On the other hand, 
the phenomena of consciousness retire into the 
backgrd'Und. But when human life is turned 
away from the Sun it~is occupied with its own 
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nature; an inner activity begins, especially in 
the astral body. The outer form, on the con
trary, becomes more insignificant, aijd less perfect 
in form. , 

Thus during the l\'[oon evolution there are two 
states of consciousness to be clearly distinguished, 
and alternating with each other: duller during 
the Sun period and clearer during the time when 
life is left more to its own resources. The first 
state is certainly duller, but on the other hand 
it is more unselfish; man then lives a life more 
devoted to the outer world, to the universe. It 
is an alternation of states of consciousness, which 
on the one hand may be compared with the 
alternation of sleeping and waking in contem
porary man, as well as with his life between birth 
and death; on the other hand, it may be c<;>mpared 
with the more spiritual existence between death 
and a new birth. The awakening on the Moon, 
when the Sun period gradually ceases, might 
be described as intermediate between the awaken
ing of contemporary man each morning, and his 
being born. And in the same way the gradual 
dulling of consciousness at the approach of the 
Sun period resembles a middle condition between 
falling asleep and dying. For on the old J.\,foon 

• there was not yet such a consciousness o~ birth 
and death as man now possesses. Man gave 
himself up to the enjoyment of the universe in a 
kind of Sun life. During this period he was 
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carried beyond his own life; he lived more spirit
ually. We can attempt only an approximate 
description, one by way of comparison, of what 
man experienced during such times. He felt as 
though the forces of the universe were streaming 
into him, and coursing through him. He was 
as though intoxicated with the harmonies of the 
cosmos, with which he coexisted. 

At such times his astral body was as if set free 
from the physical body; also part of the etheric 
body went with it out of the physical body. 
This organism, consisting of the astral and 
etheric bodies, was like a delicate, wonderful 
musical instrument, from the strings of which 
resounded the mysteries of the universe. And the 
members of that part of human nature on which 
conscioqsness had but a slight influence were 
shaped in accordance with the harmonies of 
the universe. For the Sun-beings worked in 
those harmonies. Thus was this part of man 
given its form by the spiritual sounds of the 
universe; and at the same time the alternation 
between the clearer state of consciousness during 
the Sun period, and the duller one, was not so 
abrupt as that between the waking state and 
that of absolutely dreamless sleep in contemporary 
man. It is true the picture-consciousness was not 
so clear· as the present waking consciousness; but 
on the other hand, the other consciousness was not 
so dull as the dreamless sleep of the present day. 
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There was thus a kind of dim echo of the 
"music of the spheres" in the physical body of 
man, and in that part of his etheri& body which 
was still united with the physical body. At tl\e 
time when, so • to speak, the Sun did not shine 
on humanity, the picture-conceptions replaced 
these harmonies in consciousness. There was 
then a revival of those members of the physical 
and etheric bodies which were in the immediate 
power of the consciousness. On the other hand, 
the other parts of hmnan nature, on which the 
transforming powers of the Sun were not working, 
went through a kind of hardening or drymg 
process. ·when the Sun period again drew near. 
the old bo<lies decayed; they separated from 
man's being, and as though from the grave of 
his old bodily form there went forth the human 
being, newly formed inwardly, even if outwardly 
still insignificant looking. 

A renewal of the life-process had taken place. 
By the operation of the Sun-beings and their 
harmonies, the newborn body shaped itself again 
in its perfection, and the process described above 
was repeated. Man felt that renewal as if it 
were the putting on of new garments. The 
kernel of his being had not passed through an 
actual birth or death; it had only passed from 
a spiritual tone-consciousness, in which· it was 
given up to the outer world, to a picture-con
sciousness, in which it was more turned in on 
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itself, on its inner being. It had cast its skin. 
The old body had become useless; it was thrown 
off and rene~ed. At the same time we get a 
more exact indication of what has been charac-• terized above as a kind of reproduction, and of 
which it was remarked that it is closely con
nected with perception. Man's being has brought 
forth its like with respect to certain parts of 
the physical and etheric bodies. There does not, 
however, come into e:xistence a being entirely 
different from its parent, but the kernel of the 
parent-being passes to the child. No new being 
arises, but the same one in a new form. 

Thus the Moon human being experiences a 
change of consciousness. When the Sun period 
draws near, his pictured images become dimmer 
and dimmer, and blissful ecstasy takes pos
session of him; the harmonies of the universe 
resound in his inner being, which is at peace. 
Toward the end of this time the images in the 
astral body begin to be animated; it begins to 
be more conscious of, and to feel, itself. Man 
experiences something like an awakening from 
the bliss and tranquillity in which he was wrapped 
during the Sun period. 

But at the same time another important 
experience begins. In the new illumination of 
the pictures of consciousness, man sees himself 
as though enveloped in a cloud, which has de
scended on him out of the universe as though 
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it were a being. And he feels as if that being 
belonged to him, as if it were complementary 
to his own nature; he feels as if it were what 
gives him_ his existence, as if it were his ego. 
That being is one of the Sons of Life. Man 
feels toward him somewhat like this: "I have 
lived in this being, even when I was given up 
to the glory of the universe in the Sun period,
only then he was not visible to me; now he is.'' 
And it is from the strength of that Son of Life 
that the influence proceeds which man exercises 
on his own bodily form during the sunless period. 
Then when the Sun period again approaches, 
man feels as if he himself became one with the 
Son of Life. Even if man does not see him, he 
nevertheless feels closely united with him. 

Now the connection with the Sons of Life 
was such that not every individual human being 
had a Son of Life to himself, but an entire group 
of people felt such a being belonging to them. 
People on the Moon lived thus, divided into 
groups, and each group felt in a Son of Life the 
"group-ego" they had in common. The etheric 
bodies in each group took a special form, and 
in this way the difference between the groups 
made itself felt. But as the physical bodies 
shaped themselves in conformity with the etheric 
bodies, the differences of the latter were also 
stamped upon the former; and the individual 
human groups appeared_ as so. many varieties 
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of people. If the Sons of Life looked down on 
the human groups belonging to them, they saw 
themselves toP a certain extent reproduced in 
th~ individual human beings. And in this way 
they felt their own individuality. They were, 
so to speak, reflected in those people. And in 
this way they felt the possession of their own ego. 
They reflected themselves, as it were, in the human 
beings. This was indeei the mission of the human 
senses at that time. It has already been shown 
that the senses did not as yet effect any per
ception of objects. But they reflected t_he nature 
of the Sons of Life. What those Sons of Life per
ceived through the reflection, gave them their 
"ego-consciousness." What was aroused in the 
human astral body by the reflection were the dull, 
dim pictures of the Moon-consciousness. The 
effect of that action carried out conjointly with 
the Sons of Life brought about the conditions 
for -the nervous system in the physical body. The 
nerves appear, one might say, as continuations 
of the senses, in conformity with the inner nature 
of the human body. 

It is evident, from this description, in what 
manner the three kinds of Spirits, of Person
ality, of Fire, and those of Life, act upon Moon
humanity. If we watch the chief or middle 
period of 'the Moon evolution, we may say that 
the Sons ~f Personality are at" that thne implant
ing in the human astral body self-dependence 
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and the character of personality. It is owing 
to this fact that during those times when the 
sun is not shining on man his attention can be 
turned inwards, and he is able to work at the 
shaping of his own form. 

The Sons of Fire are occupied with the etheric 
body, as far as the latter becomes imprinted 
with the independent formation of man's being. 
Through their means it comes to pass that human 
beings are again conscious of themselves, as 
such, every time the body is renewed. Thus a 
kind of memory is bestowed on the etheric body 
through the Sons of Fire. 

The Sons of Life act on the physical body in 
such a way that it is able to become the expression 
of the astral body which has now become inde
pendent. They thus make it possiblP for the 
physical body to become a physiognomic copy 
of its astral body. On the other hand, higher 
spiritual beings, in particular the Lords of Ferm 
and of Motion, interpose in the physical and 
etheric bodies, as far as these are being developed, 
during the Sun periods, apart from the inde
pendent astral body. Their intervention comes 
from the Sun, in the manner described above. 

Under the influence of such facts, man's being 
grows toward maturity, so as gradually to develop 
in itself the germ of the Spirit-Self, just as during 
the second half of the Saturn evolution it devel
oped the germ of the Spirit-Man, and, on the 
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Sun, that of the Life-Spirit. Thereby all the 
Moon conditions arc changed. Human beings have 
not only become more and more noble and refined 
through successive transformations and renewals, 
but they have also gained in power. For this 
reason the picture-consciousness was more and 
more maintained during the Sun periods. It 
also gained influence in the formation of the 
physical and ctherie l~odics, which hitherto had 
been formed entirely hy the action of the Sun
beings. 

What took place on the Moon by means of 
human beings and the Spirits connected with 
them became more and more like that which 
had formerly been effected by the Sun with its 
higher beings. The consequence was that those 
Sun-beings were able to withdraw more and more, 
and to concentrate their forces to advantage on 
their own evolution. By this means the Moon 
became, after a time, mature enough to be again 
united with the Sun. To spiritual vision, these 
occun-ences take place as follows: The rebellious 
Moon-beings are gradually overcome by the Sun
Spirits, and compelled thenceforward to submit 
to them so far that their actions work in with 
those of the Sun-Spirits, to whom they are sub
ordinate. It is true that this happened only 
after the· lapse of long ages, during which the 
Moon periods had become shorter. and shorter, 
and the Sun periods longer and longer. Now 
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there again comes an evolution during which 
the Sun and M0on form one world-organism. 
By this time the physical human body has become 
quite etheric. • 

When it is said that the physical body has 
become etheric, it must not be imagined that 
under such circumstances there is no physical 
body existing. What was formed as a physical 
body during the Saturn, Sun, and Moon periods, 
still exists. In this matter it is important to 
recognize the physical element where it is exter
nally and physically manifested. It may also 
be present where it shows outwardly an etheric 
or even an astral form. We must distinguish 
between the outward appearance and the inner 
law. What is physical may become etheric and 
astral, and at the same time retain in itself the 
physical law. Things happen thus when the 
physical body of man has attained a certain 
degree of perfection on the Moon. It becomes 
etheric in form. 

But when clairvoyant observation, which can 
perceive such things, is directed toward an 
etheric body of this kind, that body is seen to 
be pervaded by physical, no~ etheric, laws. The 
physical element has in this case been taken into 
the etheric world, there to rest and to be nursed 
as though in a mother's tender care. Later it 
again emerges in a physical form, but at· a higher 
stage. If Moon-humanity had kept its physical 
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body in th~ coarse physical form, the Moon 
would never have been able to unite itself with 
the Sun. By accepting the etheric form, the 
pkysical body becomes more closely related to 
the etheric body, and by this means can again 
be more closely interpenetrated with those parts 
of the etheric and astral bodies which had perforce 
to withdraw from it during the Sun periods of 
the Moon evolution. Man, who appeared as 
a being with two natures during the separation 
of Sun and Moon, again becomes an undivided 
being. The physical part becomes more psychic; 
on the other hand, what is psychic becomes 
more closely connected with what is physical. 

Now the Sun-Spirits, into whose immediate 
sphere this uniform, undivided human being 
has come, are able to act upon it in quite a dif
ferent manner from their previous influence from 
without on the Moon. :Man is now in a more 
psychic-spiritual environment. Owing to this, 
the Lords of Wisdom are able to effect something 
momentous. They imbue and inspire him with 
wisdom. He thereby becomes in a certain sense 
an independent soul. And to the influence of 
these beings is added that of the Lords of Motion. 
They act principally on the astral body, so that 
under their influence it produces psychic activity, 
and an ·etheric body filled with wisdom. The 
latter is" the foundation of what ·has been de
scribed above as the rational or intellectual soul 
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in contemporary man, whereas the astral body 
inspired by the Lords o~ l\1Iotion is the germ of 
the sentient soul. And hecause all iathis is effected 
in man's being in his progressed condition ,of 
independence, thc8c germs of the rational and 
sentient soul appear as the expression of the 
Spirit-Self. In this connection the mistake must 
not be made of thinking that at this period of 
evolution the Spirit-Self ,vas something separate 
from the intellectual and sentiC'nt souls. The 
latter are only the expression of the Spirit-Self, 
which signifies their higher unity and hareiony. 

It is especially c;;ignificant that the Lords of 
\Visdom intcrYcne at this perio<l in the manner 
described. For they do this not only with 
regard to humanity but also for the benefit of 
the other kingdoms which have been efaborated 
on the Moon. On the reunion of Sun and l\1oon 
these lower kingdoms are drawn into the Sun 
sphere. Everything in them which was physical 
becomes etheric. There are, therefore, mineral
plants and plant-animals now in the Sun, just 
as there is humanity there. But those other 
creatures arc still endowed with their own laws 
of being. ThC'y therefore feel like strangers in 
their environment. They come upon the scene 
with a nature but little in harmony with their 
surroundings. But as they have become etheric, 
the influence of the Lords of Wisdom may also 
extend to them. Everything which has come 
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from the Moon into the Sun now becomes per
vaded with the forces of the Lords of Wisdom. 
Hence what is developed out of the Sun-Moon 
or.ganism during this period of evolution may 
be called in occult science the "Cosmos of 
Wisdom.'' 

When, therefore, our earth system appears, 
after an interval of rest, as the successor of this 
Cosmos of Wisdom, all the beings newly alive 
on the earth, developing out of their Moon
germs, prove to be filled with wisdom. Then 
the reason comes to light why a mortal, when 
reflecting upon the things he sees around him, 
is able to discover wisdom in their very nature. 
The wisdom in each leaf of a plant, in every 
bone in animals and men, in the marvellous 
structur~ of the brain and heart, fills us with 
admiration. If man requires wisdom to under
stand things, and therefore gathers wisdom from 
them, this shows that there is wisdom in the 
things themselves. For however much pains 
man took to understand things by means of 
wise conceptions, he could not draw any wis
dom from them unless it had first been put into 
them. If any one tries by means of wisdom 
to understand things which he does not think 
have had any wisdom bestowed on them, he 
may as • reasonably believe that he can empty 
water out of a glass into which it has not first 
been poured. As will be shown later in this 
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book, the earth is the "old Moon" risen again. 
And it appears as an organism full of wisdom, 
because it was pervaded by the LOf'ds of Wisdom 
and their forces during the epoch that has be.en 
described. 

It will be easily understood that this descrip
tion of the l\.Ioon conditions could take account 
only of certain temporary forms of evolution. 
It was necessary to pa use at certain things in 
the progress of events, and single them out for 
delineation. It is true that this kind of de
scription gives only isolated pictures, and it 
may, for this reason, be regretted that in the 
foregoing account the evolutionary scheme was 
not brought down to a system of precise and 
definite conceptions. But in the face of such 
an objection it may be well to point ,out that 
the description was intentionally given in less 
clearly defined outlines. For it is not here of 
so much consequence to give speculative ideas 
and to construct theories, as to represent what 
really passes before the spiritual eyes of clair
voyant consciousness, when looking back upon 
these events. \Vith regard to the Moon evolution 
this cannot be done in such clear and defined 
outlines as are visible to earthly perceptions. 
In the Moon period we are mainly concerned 
with variable, changing impressions, with shift
ing, moving pictures and their transitory stages. 
We have, moreover, to bear in mind that we 
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are contemplating an evolution continuing through 
long, long periods of time, and that out of all 
it offers it is possible to seize upon only momen
ta_ry pictures and fix them for delineation. 

The ]\,foon period actually reached its highest 
point at the time when the astral body, implanted 
in man, has brought him so far along the evolu
tionary path that his physical body affords the 
Sons of Life the possibility of attaining their 
human stage. Man has then attained all that 
this epoch can give li.im for himself, that is to 
say, of benefit to his inner nature on the upward 
path. The following, or second, half of the 
Moon evolution may therefore be termed the 
"ebb tide," or wane. But even during this ebb 
we see a most important thing taking place in 
this epoch with regard to man's environment, 
and even as regards himself. It is now that 
wisdom is implanted in the Sun-lvfoon body. 
It has been shown that during the ebb tide 
the germs of the intellectual and sentient souls are 
implanted. But the development of these, also 
of the self-conscious soul, and with it the birth 
of the ego-the free self-consciousness-will not 
ensue until the earth period. 

At the Moon stage the rational and sentient 
souls have as yet nothing of an appearance that 
would indicate their being used by human beings 
as a means of expression; rather do they appear 
to be instruments of those Sons· of Life who 
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belong to humanity. \Vere we t.o describe the 
feeling of the human dweller on the Moon in 
this respect, we should have to say that he feels 
this: "The Son of Life liyes in and through mt; 
he surveys through me the environment of the 
lVIoon; in mt' he ponders over the thiugs and 
beings of that environment." The Moon human 
being feels himself oYcrshadowecl Ly the Son 
of Life, and looks upon himself as the instrument 
of that higher being. During the time of the 
separation of Sun and l\Ioon he felt a greater 
measure of inclcpcnclcncc when tlw Sun was 
turned away from him; but at the same time 
he also felt as if the ego belonging to him, which 
had. disappeared from the picture-consciousness 
during the Sun period, now l>ccarne visible. 
It was, for ~loon-humanity, what may· be de
scribed as a change in the states of consciousness, 
so that the :-.loon-being had this feeling: "In 
the Sun period my ego wafts me away into higher 
regions, into the presence of ('xalted beings, and 
when the Sun disappears it cksct>nds with me 
into lower worlds.'' 

The actual Moon evolution was preceded by a 
preparatory stage. In a certain way the Saturn 
and Sun evolutions were recapitulated. Now, 
after the reunion of Sun and Moon, and also 
during what we have termed the ebb tide, two 
epochs may be distinguished one from the other. 
In the course of these, even physical condensation 
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occurs up to a certain point. Therefore spiritual
psychic conditions of the Sun-Moon organ
ism alternate. with those of a more physical 
n~ture. In such physical epochs human beings 
and those of the lower kingdoms appear as if 
they were preparing in stiff, and not yet self
reliant, forms the type of what they were to 
become in a more independent fashion during 
the earth period. We may therefore speak of 
two preparatory epochs in the Moon evolution, 
and of two others during the ebb tide, or waning. 
In occult science such epochs may be termed 
cycles. 1 In that period which follows the two 
preparatory epochs, and precedes those of the 
wane, or ebb tide-that is to say, during the 
time of the separation of the :Moon-three 
epochs fan again be distinguished. The middle 
period is the time when the Sons of Life reached 
the human level. It is preceded by a period in 
which all conditions lead up to that crowning 
event; and it is followed by one which may be 
called a time of adaptation and of perfecting 
the new creations. 

In this way the middle period of the Moon 
evolution is again divided into three epochs, 
which, with the two preparatory periods and the 
two when the tide is ebbing, make up seven 
Moon cycles, or rounds. It may therefore be 

tln curr~nt theosophical literature they arc called "rounds." Yet, 
if we bear in mind the more graphic ,k•i;cription already given, we 
shall guard against a too formal representation of such matkrs. 
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said that the whole Moon evolution passes 
through seven cycles, or rounds. Between them 
are interyals of rest, which have been repeatedly 
mentioned in the above description. Yet vy,e 
approach the matter in its reality only by 
forbidding ourselves to think of any sudden 
transitions from periods of activity to those of 
rest. For instance, the Sun-beings little by 
little withdraw their activity from the Moon. A 
time begins for them which, viewed from without, 
appears to be their resting period, whereas in
tense, independent activity still continues on 
the l\foon itself. Thus the active perio<i of 
one kind of being repeatedly extends into the 
resting time of another. If we take account of 
such things we may speak of a rhythmic ascent 
and descent of forces in cycles. Indeed., similar 
divisions are to be recognized even within the 
seven Moon cycles mentioned. We may then 
call the whole Moon evolution one great cycle, 
or planetary chain (Planetenlauf); and the 
seven divisions or rounds within it, "small" 
cycles; and again, the separate parts of these, 
"smaller" cycles. This systematic arrangement 
into seven times seven divisions is also noticeable 
in the Sun evolution and indicated during the 
Saturn period. Yet we must bear in mind that 
the boundaries between the divisions are some
what obliterated even in the Sun, and still more 
so in Saturn. These boundaries become more 
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and more defined the nearer evolution advances 
to the earth period. 

* • * 
* .At the close of the Moon evolution, which has 

been sketched in the foregoing pages, all the 
beings and forces connected with it enter upon 
a more spiritual form of existence. This is on 
quite a different level from that of the Moon 
period, and also from that of the earth evolution 
which follows. A bfing possessed of faculties 
so highly developed as to enable him to perceive 
all the details of the Moon and earth evolutions 
need not necessarily be able to see what happens 
during the interval between the two periods. 
For one possessing such vision, beings and forces 
would, at the end of the Moon period, disappear, 
as it were, into nothingness; and after an interval 
they would issue forth again from the dusky 
twilight of the "womb of worlds." Only a being 
endowed with considerably higher faculties would 
be capable of following up the spiritual events 
which take place during the interval. 

When this interval is over, the beings who 
took part in the evolutionary processes on Saturn, 
Sun, and Moon reappear endowed with new 
faculties. The beings of a higher order than 
man -have, by their former achievements, won 
the power of bringing forward man's evolution 
to a point at which he would be able to unfold 
in himself, during the earthfperiod, a form of 
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consciou:-ne~s which stands a step higher than 
the picturc-conscious1wss he had possessed during 
the .Moon period. But man mu~ first be pre-
pared to recein' this gift. • 

During the Saturn. Sun. and l\Ioon evolutions 
he incorporated within his b<..'ing the physical, 
etheric. and astral bodies. But those principles 
were only gifted with such faculties and powers 
as qualified them to live with a picture-con
sciousness; the organs and fom1s by means of 
which they could attain to a cognizance' of a 
world of outer sense-objects, such as is requisite 
for the earth stage, 1,vere still wanting. Just 
as the new plant unfolds only what is concealed 
in the seed originating from the old plant, so 
do the three principles nf man's nature appear, 
at the beginning of the ncvY stage of evolution, 
with such forms and organs as will enable them 
to develop only a picture-consciousness. It is 
necessary first to prepare them for the unfolding 
of a higher statP of consciousness. 

This takes place in three preliminary stages. 
During the first, the' physical body is raised to 
a level at which it becomes able to undergo the 
necessary remodelling which is to serve as a 
basis for the objective consciousness. This is 
one of the preliminary stages of the actual earth 
evolution, and may be called a recapitulation 
of the Saturn period on a higher level. For 
during this period, a~ during the Saturn period, 
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highe? beings are working only on the physical 
body. When the latter has progressed far 
enough in its evolution, all beings must first 
pass into a higher form of existence before the 
etheric body also can go forward. The physical 
body must, as it were, be recast, in order J;o be 
able, when further developing, to receive the 
more highly constituted etheric body. After this 
interval devoted to a higher form of existence, there 
occurs a kind of recapitulation of the Sun evolu
tion on a higher lcve~, for the purpose of shaping 
the ethcric body. And after another interval, a 
similar thing happens for the astral body, by 
means of a recapitulation of the :Moon evolution. 

Let us now tum our attention to the evolu
tionary processes taking place after the close of 
the third recapitulation described. All beings 
and fol'Ces have passed again into a state of spirit
ualization. During that state they ascended into 
higher worlds. The lowest of the worlds, in 
which some indication of them may still be 
perceived during this term of spiritualization, is 
that in which contemporary man sojourns between 
death and a new birth. These are the regions 
of the spirit-world. Thence the beings and 
forces gradually descend again into lower worlds. 
Before the physical earth evolution begins they 
have s9 far descended that their lowest manifesta
tions are to be seen in the astral or psychic world. 

Everything human existing at that period is 
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still in its astral form. In order to understand 
this condition of humanity, attention should 
be paid especially to the fact that. though man 
has within him the physical, etheric, and astr.a]. 
bodies, yet the physical and etheric bodies are 
not •present in their own forms but in astral 
form. It is not physical form that makes the 
physical body physical, but the fact that it 
embodies physical laws, although possessing an 
astral form. . It is a being in a psychic form with 
a physical law of existence. A similar thing is 
true of the etheric body. 

To spiritual vision the earth at this stare of 
evolution appears at first as a heavenly body 
all soul and spirit, in which, therefore, even 
physical and living forces appear in a psychic 
form. In this world-organism everything which 
will subsequently be moulded into the creatures 
of the physical earth is contained in a germinal 
state. The globe is luminous; but its light is 
not yet such as could be seen by physical eyes, 
supposing even that they existed. The globe 
shines only in psychic light to the opened vision 
of the seer. 

Something now takes place on this globe which 
may be called "condensation." The result of 
this is that a fiery form appears after a time in 
the midst of the psychic globe, such as Saturn 
was in its densest state. This fiery 'form is 
interpenetrated by the action of the various 
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beings who are taking part in the evolution. 
The reciprocal action which is to be observed 
between those beings and the planetary body 
i~ like a springing up from and a diving into the 
earth's fiery globe. Hence the earth's globe 
is not by any means a homogeneous substance, 
but has somewhat the character of an ensouled 
and spiritualized organism. The beings destined 
to become human on the earth in man's present 
form are as yet in a condition which renders 
them the least capable of sharing in this activity 
of plunging into the fiery globe. They remain 
almost entirely in the uncondensed environment. 
They are still living in the bosom of the higher 
spiritual beings. At this stage they come into 
contact with the fiery earth at only one point 
of their. psychic form, and this causes one part 
of their astral form to be densified. Thereby 
earth life is kindled in them. They therefore 
still belong to psychic-spiritual worlds with regard 
to the greater part of their nature, but by coming 
into contact with the earth's fire, vital heat plays 
around them. 

If we wish to draw a material, yet supersensible, 
picture of these human beings in the very begin
ning of the earth's evolution, we must imagine 
a psychic ovoid, or egg, contained within the 
circumference of the earth, and enclosed on its 
lower surface as an acorn is by its cup. The 
substance of the cup, however, consists solely_ 

15 
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of heat or fire. The process of being enveloped 
by heat not only causes the kindling of life in 
human nature, hut a change appears simulta
neously in the astral body. In t1hs body there 
becomes incorporated the first rough outline •of 
what afterwards becomes the sentient soul. We 
may therefore say that man at this stage of his 
existence consists of the sentient soul. the astral 
body, the ethcric body, and the physical body, 
which latter is fom1ed out of fire. In the astral 
body there surge up and down those spiritual 
beings who arc connected with human existence. 
l\.Ian feels himself bound to the earth-body by 
the sentient soul. He has therefore at this time 
a preponderating picture-consciousness, in which 
are manifested those spiritual beings in whose 
bosom he reposes; ancl the f ecling of his own body 
seems to be merely a point within that con
sciousness. He looks down, so to speak, from the 
spiritual ,vorld upon an earthly possession, about 
which he feels: ''That is yours." 

Farther and farther does the condensation of 
the earth now proceed, and at the same time the 
differentiation of the various parts of man, as it 
has been described, becomes more and more 
defined. From a definite point of evolution 
onward, the earth is so far condensed that only 
part of it is fiery; another part has assumed a 
substantial shape, which may be termed "gas" 
or "air." A change also takes place now in man. 
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He is not only brought into contact with the heat 
of the earth, but the air substance is incorporated 
into his fire-J:>ody. And as heat kindled life in 
qim, the air playing around him creates an effect 
within him which may be called (spiritual) sound. 
His etheric body begins to resound. Simul
taneously, a part of the astral body becomes 
separated from the remainder; this part is the 
beginning of the rational soul which appears 
later. 

In order to bring before our eyes what takes 
place in the human soul at this time, we must 
notice that the beings superior to man are surging 
up and down in the airy-fiery body of the earth. 
In the firc-lwat it is at first the Sons of Personality 
who arc of importance to man. And when man 
is stirr~cl into life by the heat of the earth his 
sentient soul says to itself, "These are the Sons 
of Personality''; in the same way the beings called 
''Archangels'' earlier in this book, in accordance 
with Christian esotericism, proclaim themselves in 
the air-body. It is their influences which man 
feels within himself as sound when the air plays 
around him. And the rational soul then says 
to itself, "These are the Archangels." Thus what 
man at this stage perceives, through his connec
tion with the earth, is not as yet a collection of 
physical objects, but he lives in sensations of 
heat which rise up to him, and in sounds; in those 
heat currents and sound waves, however, he feels 
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the Sons of Personality and the Archangels. It 
is true that he cannot perceive those beings 
directly, but only, as it were, throogh a veil of 
heat and sounds. While these perceptions are 
penetrating from the earth into his soul, there 
continue to ascend and descend within it the 
images of those higher beings in whose tender 
care he feels himself to be. 

Now evolution takes a further step, which is 
once more expressed in condensation. Watery 
substance is incorporated into the earth-body, so 
that the latter now consists of three parts,-igne
ous, aeriform, and aqueous. Before this hapiJens, 
something of great importance takes place. An 
independent celestial body is split off from the 
fiery-aeriform earth; this new body becomes in 
its later development our present sun.1 , Previ
ously, earth and sun had formed one body. After 
the sun has been split off, the earth still has at 
first everything within it which is in and on the 
present moon. The separation of the sun takes 
place because higher beings could not any longer 
use for their own evolution and for what they 
have to do for the earth, the material which has 
been condensed into water. They separate from 
the general mass of the earth the only substances 
useful to them, and fare forth to make a new 
abode for themselves in the Sun. Thence they 

11n the next few pages, Sun and Moon are printed ~ith capital 
letters when the old evol4tions are r~ferred to, but are left "sun" and 
"moon" when the earth period is indicated.-T,anslawr. 
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now work upon the earth from outside. Man, 
however, needs for his further evolution an envi
ronment in which matter becomes still more 
cqndensed. 

With the incorporation of watery substance 
into the earth-planet a change also takes place 
in man. Henceforth not only does fire stream 
into him and air play around him, but watery 
substance is incorporated into his physical body. 
At the same time his ,ethcric part changes; that 
is, it is now felt by man as a fine light-body. 
Previously to this, man had felt currents of heat 
rising up to him from the earth, and air pene
trating to him through sounds; now the watery 
element also penetrates his fiery-aeriform body, 
and he sees the watery influx and efflux as a dawn 
and a dying away of light. But a change has 
also begun in his soul. To the beginnings of the 
sentient and intellectual souls is added that of 
the self-conscious soul. The "Angels" work in 
the element of water; they are also the real cre
ators of light. It seems to man as though they 
appeared to him in light. 

The higher beings who were previously in the 
earth-planet itself, now influence it from the sun. 
On this account all effects produced on the 
earth are different. The hunian being chained 
to earth· would no longer be able to feel the in
fluence df the Sun-beings within hiI;n, if his soul 
were unceasingly turned toward the earth, from 
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which his physical body is taken. A change now 
appears in the conditions of human consciousness. 
At certain times the Sun-beings ,nest the soul 
of man from his physical body, so that man ,is 
now alternately purely psychic, in the bosom of 
the Sun-beings, and, when united with the body, 
in a condition in which he receives earth influences. 
\Vhen in the physical body, heat currents stream 
up to him, air substances echo round him, water 
pours into and out of him. \iVhcn man is out 
of his body the images uf the higher beings in 
whose care he is, float through him. 

The earth passes through two periods at this 
stage of its evolution. In one of these it can play 
around human souls with its substances, and 
invest them with bodies; in the other, the souls 
have withdrawn from it, and only the b0dies are 
left: and the human beings are in a sleeping 
condition. It i., speaking quite in conformity 
with the facts to say that in those times of a 
remote past the earth passed through a day and 
a night period. This is expressed in terms of 
physical space by saying that by means of the 
reciprocal action of the Sun-beings and the earth
beings, the earth is brought into a movement in 
relation with the sun; thus there is brought about 
the alternation of day and night • periods de
scribed above. The day period is when the sur
face of the earth, on which man is evolving, is 
turned toward the sun; the night period, which 
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is the time when man leads a purely psychic 
existence, is when the earth's surface is turned 
away from th~ sun. Now it must not, of course, 
bet imagined that in that far-off time the earth's 
motion around the sun was like its present motion. 
The conditions were still utterly different. But 
even at this early point it is useful to gather how 
the motions of the celestial bodies are due to 
the mutual relations of the spiritual beings in
habiting them. Spiritual-psychic causes produce 
in the celestial bodies positions and motions 
which allow the manifestation of spiritual con
ditions on the physical plane. 

If our gaze were turned upon the earth during 
its night period, its body would appear like a 
corpse. For it consists to a great extent of the 
decaying bodies of those human beings whose 
souls are in another state of existence. The 
organized watery and aeriform structures of 
which human bodies were formed become dis
integrated, and dissolve into the rest of the 
earth's substance. Only that part of man's 
body which was formed from the very beginning 
of earthly evolution by the cooperation of fire 
and the human soul, and which subsequently 
became denser and denser, continues to exist as 
an insigl}.ificant looking embryo. Now when the 
day pe1ipd begins, the earth once more partici
pates directly in the sun influence, and human 
souls press forward into the sphere of physical 
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life. They come into contact with the embryos, 
and cause them to spring up and assume an 
external form, which appears as a Gopy of man's 
psychic being. It is something like a delica._te 
fertilization which then takes place between the 
human soul and the bodily embryo. 

The souls thus embodied now begin once more 
to attract the aerifonn and watery substances 
and incorporate them into their own bodies. 
Air is expelled and absorbed by the organized 
body; the first beginning of the later respiratory 
process. Water too is absorbed and expelled; 
the nutritive process in its original forr&1 has 
begun. But these processes are not yet perceived 
as ~xternal ones. A kind of external perception 
takes place in the soul only during the kind of 
fertilization we have described. Here .the soul 
vaguely feels its awakening to phy~ical existence 
when it comes in contact with the embryo which 
is held toward it from the earth. It then feels 
something which may be thus put into words: 
"This is my form." And such a feeling, which 
might even be called a dawning consciousness 
of self, abides with the soul all through its union 
with the physical body. But the soul still feels 
the process of absorbing air in quite a psychic 
and spiritual way, as an image, which appears 
in the form of tone-pictures surging up and down; 
these give form to the embryo which is being 
incorporated with them. The soul everywhere 
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feels itself in the midst of sound waves, and 
feels that it is fashioning the body in accord
ance with thf)se tone forces. Thus are human 
focms developed at that stage of evolution. They 
cannot be observed in any external world by our 
present consciousness. They evolve like vege
table and flower forms of fine substance, but they 
are inwardly flexible and therefore appear like 
flowers waving in the wind. 

During his earth p:::riod, man experiences the 
blissful feeling of being fashioned into such forms. 
The absorption of the watery parts is felt in the 
soul as an accession of force, or inward strength
ening process. From without it appears as growth 
of the physical human structure. As the direct 
influence of the sun decreases, the human soul 
loses the power of controlling these processes. 
By degrees they are cast aside. Only those parts 
are left which allow the embryo above described 
to mature. But man leaves his body, and returns 
to the spiritual form of existence. (As it is not all 
parts of the earth's body that are employed in 
building up human bodies, we must not imagine 
that during the earth's night period it is composed 
exclusively of disintegrating corpses and embryos 
waiting to be awakened. All these are imbedded 
in other structures, which are formed out of the 
earth's substances. How matters stand with 
those structures will be explained- later.) 

But now the process of condensing the earth's 
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substance is continued. There is added to the 
watery element the solid or ''earthly" substance 
\''earthly'' in the sense of occult lllcicnct'). And 
when this happens man, too, during his ear.th 
period, begins to incorporate the earthly element 
into his body. ..--\s soon as this incorporation 
begins, the forces which the soul brings with it 
out of the disembodied state no longer have the 
same power as before. Previously, the soul had 
fashioned its body out of the igneous, aeriform, and 
watery elements. in accordance with the tones 
which resounded arnl the light-pictures which 
played around it. The soul cannot do this with 
regard to the solidified form. Other forces now 
interpose to shape it. \Vhat is left behind of man, 
when the soul withdraws from the body, is not only 
an· embryo to be fanned into life by the returning 
soul, but a structure containing in itself reanimat
ing power. The soul, at its departure, not only 
leaves its image behind on earth but sends down 
some of its animating power into that image. 

Nmv on its reappearance on earth the soul alone 
no longer suffices to awaken the image to life; 
reanimation must take place in the image itself. 
The spiritual beings influencing the earth from the 
sun now uphold the reanimating force that is in 
the human body, even though man himself is not 
upon the earth. Thus, on its reincarnation, the 
soul is not only sensible of the sounds and light
pictures floating around, in which it feels the 
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-
beings next above it, but, through receiving the 
earthly element, it comes under the influence of 
those still hig1tcr beings who have taken up their 
abode on the sun. Previously, man felt that he 
belonged to the spiritual-psychic beings with 
whom he was united when free from the body. 
His ego was still within them. Now that ego 
confronts him during physical incarnation, quite 
as much as everything else which is around him 
during that period. Independent copies of the 
psychic-spiritual being of man were henceforward 
on the earth. These structures were of finer 
material than the present human body. For there 
was only an admixture of earthly portions in their 
finest state,- much in the same way as when man 
of the present day absorbs the finely distributed 
substan~s of an object through his organ of smell. 
Human bodies were like shadows. But as they 
were distributed over the whole earth they came 
under earth influences, which varied in their nature 
on different parts of the earth's surface. Whereas 
formerly the bodily copies con-esponded to the 
human souls animating them, and on that account 
were essentially alike over the whole earth, dif
ferences now appeared between human forms. In 
this manner the way was prepared for what 
appeareq. later as differences of race. 

When. the human body became independent, 
the previous close union of mortals with the 
spiritual-psychic world was to a certain extent 
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ro~erly inhabiting the eartll there came forth, 
through the cooperation within each other of the 
two forces, the embryo and the animating force, 
the new human form, their descendant. These 
descendants were now remoulded. In one group 
the animating power of the spiritual-psychic 
element was paramount; in another, the vitality 
of the embryo. This was caused by the weakening 
of the power of the solic element in consequence of 
the moon's leaving the· earth. The influence of 
the two forces one upon the other now took place 
in one body, and it became slighter than it had 
been, and the descendant also became more 
fragile and refined. He entered the earth in a 
subtle condition, and only gradually incorporated 
more solid parts within himself. In this way the 
possibilit.¥ of union with the body was once more 
given to the human soul returning to earth. It is 
true the soul no longer animated the body from 
without, for that animation took place on the 
earth itself; but it became united with the body, 
and enabled it to grow. Of course a certain limit 
was set to that growth. Through the separation 
of the moon, the human body had for a time be
come supple; but the more it continued to grow on 
the earth, the more did the solidifying forces get the 
upper hand. At length the share borne by the soul 
in the organization of the body grew ever less and 
less. The body became disintegrated when the soul 
ascended to spiritual-psychic modes of existence. 
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dissolved. Hencefarward, when the soul left the 
body, the latter went on living something like a 
continuation of life. If evolution •had continued 
to advance in this manner, the earth must have 
hardened under the influence of its solid constit
uents. To the eyes of the seer who looks back on 
those conditions, human bodies, when abandoned 
by their souls, appear to become more and more 
solidified. And after a time the human souls 
returning to earth would have found no available 
material with which to combine. All the sub
stances available for man would have been used up 
in filling the earth with the indurated remains of 
incarnated beings. • 

Then an event took place which gave a new 
turn to the whole evolution. Everything in the 
solid earthly substance which could contribute to 
permanent induration was eliminated. At this 
point our present moon left the earth. And what 
had previously directly conduced to a permanent 
moulding of forms, now operated from the moon 
indirectly and in a diminished degree. The 
higher beings, on whom that moulding of forms 
depended, had resolved to let their influences no 
longer come to. the earth from its interior, but 
from without. By this means there was brought 
about in the bodily structure of man a difference 
which must be called the beginning of the separa-
tion into a male and a female sex. • 

And from the finely constituted human forms 
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rormerly inhabiting the eartlfl there came forth, 
through the cooperation within each other of the 
two forces, the embryo and the animating force, 
the new human form, their descendant. These 
descendants were now remoulded. In one group 
the animating power of the spiritual-psychic 
element was paramount; in another, the vitality 
of the embryo. This was caused by the weakening 
of the power of the solid element in consequence of 
the moon's leaving the earth. The influence of 
the two forces one upon the other now took place 
in one body, and it became slighter than it had 
been, and the descendant also became more 
fragile and refined. He entered the earth in a 
subtle condition, and only gradually incorporated 
more solid parts within himself. In this way the 
possibilit.;r of union with the body was once more 
given to the human soul returning to earth. It is 
true the soul no longer animated the body from 
without, for that animation took place on the 
earth itself; hut it became united with the body, 
and enabled it to grow. Of course a certain limit 
was set to that growth. Through the separation 
of the moon, the human body had for a time be
come supple; but the more it continued to grow on 
the earth, the more did the solidifying forces get the 
upper hand. At length the share borne by the soul 
in the organization of the body grew ever less and 
less. The body became disintegrated when the soul 
ascended to spiritual-psychic modes of existence. 
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The powers grad~ally acquired by man during 

the Saturn, Sun, and Moon evolutions may be 
traced taking part by degrees in h61111an progress 
during the shaping of the earth as we have be,en 
describing it. The first part to be kindled by 
the earth's fire is the astral body, still containing 
within it the etheric and physical bodies in a state 
of solution. Then the astral body is organized 
into a more subtle astral part, the sentient soul, 
and into a grosser etheric part, which henceforward 
is in contact with the earth-element; when this 
occurs, the etheric or vital body, already shadowed 
forth, makes its appearance. And while the 
rational and self-con::;cious souls are being evolved 
in the astral man, there arc incorporated into the 
etheric body those coarser parts which are sus
ceptible to sound and light. 

At the moment when the etheric body is still 
further densified, and from being a light-body 
becomes a fire- or heat-body, the stage of evolution 
has been reached at which, as described above, 
parts of the solid earth-element arc incorporated 
into man. Because the etheric body has come 
down so far as to be condensed into fire, it is now 
able, by means of the forces of the physical body 
previously implanted in it, to combine with those 
substances of the physical earth which have been 
attenuated as far as the fire-state. But' by itself 
it would no longer be able to introduce air sub
stances also into the body which has meanwhile 
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become more solidified. Then, as indicated above, 
the higher beings dwelling on the sun interpose, 
and breathe air into the body. While man, by 
vi>tue of his past, is able of himself to become 
permeated with the earthly fire, higher beings 
direct the breath of air into his body. Before the 
etheric body was organized, it was able, as a 
receiver of sound, to direct the air current. It 
permeated the physical body with life. Now the 
physical body gets life irom without. The result 
of this is that that life becomes independent of the 
psychic part of man. Man, on quitting the earth, 
leaves behind not only the embryo of his form-, 
but a living image of himself. The Lords of Form 
now remain united with that image, and the life 
they have bestowed they transfer to man's de• 
scendant.s, when his soul has left the body. Thus 
comes about what may be called heredity, and 
when the human soul once more appears on earth 
it feels it is in a body animated by the life of 
its ancestors. It feels itself specially attracted 
to just that kind of body. In this way there is 
formed something like a memory of an ancestor 
with whom the soul feels itself to be one. This 
memory passes through the line of descendants in 
the form of a consciousness possessed in common. 
The ego flows down through the generations. 

At this stage of evolution man, during his life 
on earth; was conscious of himself as an indepen• 
dent being. He felt the inner fire of his etheric 
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body to be combinld with the external fire of the 
earth. He could feel as his ego the heat that was 
streaming through him. In those iheat currents, 
interwoven with life, are to be found the first 
beginnings of the circulation of the blood. But 
in what flowed into him as air he did not quite 
feel his own being. Indeed, it was the forces of 
the higher beings we have described that were 
working in that air. But still there was left to 
him, within the air that flowed through him, that 
part of the forces which belonged to him by virtue 
of his previously formed etheric powers. In one 
part of those air cun·ents he was master. And 
to that extent, it was not only the higher beings 
who were shaping him, but he himself. He 
formed the air parts of his being in accordance 
with the images of his astral body. ·while air 
was thus flowing into his body from without, 
a process which became the basis of respiration, 
part of the air was formed within him into an 
organism which became fixed in man, and was 
the basis of the later nervous system. Thus man 
at this period was connected with the external 
earth by heat and air. 

On the other hand, he was not conscious of the 
introduction of the solid element into the earth. 
Although it contributed to his own embodiment, 
he could not directly perceive what was being 
supplied, but only through a dim consciousness 
in the image of the highe1:" beings who were active 
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' ' in the process. In the same kind of picture-form, 
as an expression of the beings above him, man had 
previously perceived the introduction of the fluid 
elyment into the earth. Through the densification 
of his earthly form the pictures have now under
gone a change in his consciousness. The solid 
element has been mixed with the fluid. This 
incoming of the solid element must also be seen 
to be the work of higher beings operating from 
without. It is not p03sible for the human soul 
to have any longer the power of directing the 
supply, for that supply has now to serve his body, 
which is being built up from without. He would 
spoil its fonn if he were to direct the influx himself. 

What therefore he conveys to himself from 
without appears to him to be directed by authori
tative orders issuing from the higher beings who . 
are at work on the shaping of his body. l'v1an 
feels himself to be an ego; he has within him, as 
part of his astral body, his rational soul, through 
which he inwardly perceives, in the form of pic
tures, what is happening externally, and by means 
of which he permeates his delicate nervous sys
tem. He feels himself to be descended from 
ancestors, by virtue of the life flowing down 
through generations. He breathes that life, and 
feels it to be the e:ff ect of the higher beings who 
have been described, the Lords of Form. And 
he submits to them also as regards. what is con
veyed to him by their initiative from without for 

16 
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his nourishment. ·what he finds most obscure is 
his origin as an individual. As to that, he only 
knows that he has been under thr; influence of 
the Lords of Forn1 expressing themselves in earth
forces. In his relations with the outer world., 
man was guided and ruled. This comes into 
expression by his being conscious of spiritual and 
psychic activities operating behind his physical 
world. It is true that he does not see the spiritual 
beings in their own form, but he is conscious in 
his soul of sounds and colours. He knows, how
ever, that it is the actions of spiritual beings that 
are realized through that world of images. What 
those beings communicate to him, comes to him 
in sounds; their manifestations appear to him in 
light-pictures. 

The earth-man is most acutely conscious of 
himself by means of the images which come to 
him through the element of fire or heat. He can 
already distinguish between his own inner heat 
and the heat currents of the earth's periphery. In 
these latter are manifested the Sons of Personality. 
But man has only a dim consciousness of what 
is behind the currents of external heat. It is 
in those very currents that he feels the influence 
of the Lords of Form. When powerful effects of 
heat are produced in man's environment, the soul 
feels, "Spiritual beings are heating the earth's 
periphery; a spark has been detached from them, 
which is permeating my inmost being with heat." 
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ln _the light-effects man does not as yet distin
guish between outer and inner quite in the same 
way. When.,light-pictures emerge around him, 
tltey do not always produce the same feeling in 
the soul of the earth-man. There were times 
when he felt them as external images. This 
was during the period when he had just descended 
from the disembodied state into incarnation. It 
was the period of his growth on earth. As the 
time approached for • the embryo to be formed 
into a new earth-being, those images faded, and 
man retained only something like inward memory
pictures of them. The actions of the Sons of 
Fire (Archangels) were contained in those light
pictures, which appeared to man to be the serv
ants of the fire-spirits who sent down a spark 
into his own inner being. When their outer mani-

• 
festations died away, man felt them inwardly 
in the form of images (memories). He felt him
self united with their forces. And indeed he was 
so. For by means of what he had received from 
them, he was able to work upon the atmosphere 
surrounding him. This, under his influence, began 
to emit light. 

It was a time when nature forces and human 
forces were not as yet separated from each other 
as they subsequently became. What happened 
on cartl1 still emanated to a great extent from 
human forces. At that time any one viewing 
nature processes on the earth from outside, would 
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ha,·e seen in them not only something th;tt is 
independent of man, but would have seen human 
forces within those processes. Sound-perceptions 
assumed a very different form to the earth-man. 
From the beginning of earth-life they had been 
heard as outer sounds. Whereas, up to the 
middle of earthly existence, air-pictures were per
ceived from without, external soun<ls could be 
heard even after that middle period. 

Only toward the end of his life did the earth
man become insensible to them. And the mem
ory-pictures of those sounds remained. In them 
were contained the manifestations of the Sons of 
Life (Angels). vVhen, toward the end of his life, 
man felt himself inwardly united with those 
forces, he was able, by imitating them, to produce 
mighty effects in the earth's watery e,lement. 
Under his influence the waters surged up and down 
within and upon the earth. Man had perceptions 
of taste only during the first quarter of his earth
life, and even then they seemed to the soul like 
a memory of the experience of his disembodied 
state. As long as they lasted, his body continued 
to grow more and more solid by assimilating exter
nal substances. In the second quarter of earthly 
existence growth certainly continued, but the 
form was already fully developed. At this time 
man could perceive other living beings near 
him only through their heat, light, and sound ef
fects: for he was not as yet capable of imagining 
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the solid element. During the first quarter of 
his life he received the taste-impressions that 
have been d.escribed only through the watery 
&lement. 

Man's external bodily form was a copy of this 
inner psychic condition. Those parts were most 
fully developed which contained the first begin
nings of the later form of the head. The other 
organs appeared only as appendages. These were 
shadowy and indistinct. Yet earth-beings varied 
with regard to form. There were some in whom 
the appendages were more or less developed, 
according to the earth-conditions under which 
they lived. T'his varied with people's different 
dwelling places on the earth. Where they were 
more involved in the things of earth, the appen
dages became more prominent. Those human 
beings who at the beginning of physical develop
ment on earth were the ripest, owing to their 
previous evolution, having come into contact 
with the fire-element at the very beginning, 
before the earth had been condensed into air, 
were those now able to develop most completely 
the first beginnings of the head. These were the 
people possessing most inward harmony. 

Others were ready for contact with the fire
element only when the earth had already evolved 
air within itself. These people were more depend
ent on ~uter conditions than those first mentioned. 
These latter distinctly felt the Lords of Form 
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through heat, and during their earth-life they felt 
as if they retained a memory of having belonged to 
those spirits and of having been ohe with them 
in the disembodied state. The second kind 6f 
people only had the memory of the disembodied 
state in a more limited degree; they were conscious 
of their fellowship with the spiritual world chiefly 
through the light-influences of the Sons of Fire 
(Archangels). A third variety of human beings 
was still more entangled in earthly existence. It 
was they who were not able to come into contact 
with the fire-element till the earth was separated 
from the sun, and had absorbed the watery element 
within itself. Their feeling of fellowship with the 
spiritual world was especially slight at the begin
ning of earth-life. Only when the influence of the 
Archangels, and more especially of the' Angels, 
made itself felt in the inner image-forming life, 
did they feel this connection in any degree. On 
the other hand, at the beginning of the earth
period they were full of active inpulscs toward 
performing deeds which can be accomplished under 
earthly conditions proper. In them the sup
plementary organs were particularly strongly 
developed. 

When the Moon-forces, before the separation of 
the moon from the earth, were more and more 
tending to solidify the latter, it happened that 
among the descendants of the embryos left behind 
upon the earth by man there were some in whom 
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human souls returning from the disembodied state 
could no longer be incarnated in consequence of 
the Moon-forCes. The form of these descendants 
was too much solidified and, in virtue of the Moon
forces, had become too unlike human form to be 
able to assume it. Consequently certain human 
souls no longer found it possible, under these 
circumstances, to return to earth. Only the ripest 
and strongest of these souls could feel competent 
so to transform the earth-body during growth that 
it could blossom into a human form. Only a 
proportion of the bodily descendants of man 
became the vehicles of earthly human beings. 
Another section was only able, on account of 
solidified form, to receive souls on a lower level 
than those of men. But one section of human souls 
was prevented from taking part in the earth
evolution of that time. In this way they were 
driven to embark on another course. 

There were souls who, as far back as the sepa
ration of the sun from the earth, found no place 
on the latter. For their further evolution they 
were removed to a planet which, under the guid
ance of cosmic beings, was being detached from 
the universal world-substance,-that substance of 
which the earth formed a part at the beginning of 
its phy~ical evolution, and from which the sun 
had sep.arated. This planet is the one known to 
outer science, in its physical expression, as "J up
iter." (Here we are speaking of celestial bodies, 
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planets, and their names exactly in the sense of a 
more ancient science, and as is in harmony with 
occult science. Just as the physic~ earth is only 
the physical expression of a great spiritual-psychic 
organism, so is every other celestial body. And 
as the seer does not denote only the physical planet 
by the word "earth," nor only the physical fixed 
star by "sun," so when speaking of "Jupiter," 
" Mars," and the other planets he signifies far
reaching spiritual connections. The form and 
mission of the heavenly bodies have, in the course 
of nature, been essentially changed since the times 
of which we are here speaking,- in a certain 
respect even their position in celestial space is 
changed too. It is possible only for one who 
follows with the seer's vision the evolution of 
those celestial bodies back to remote ages of the 
past, to apprehend the connection of contempo
rary planets with their predecessors.) On Jupiter 
the souls that have been described continued their 
evolution. 

And later, when the earth was tending more 
and more toward consolidation, another abode 
had to be prepared for souls for whom it was 
certainly possible to occupy the solidified bodies 
for a time, but who could not do so when the solid
ification had progressed too far. An appropriate 
place for their further evolution was found in Mars. 
Even as far back as the time when the soul was 
sti11 united with the sun, and was incorporating 
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the sun'i:; air elements within itself, souls were 
proving unfit to participate in the earth's evolu
tion. They were too powerfully affected by the 
ea;thly bodily form. Accordingly, even at that 
time, they had to be withdrawn from the direct 
influence of the Sun-forces. These had to influence 
them from without. Saturn became the scene of 
their further evolution. 

Thus, in the course of the earth's evolution, the 
number of human forn1s decreased, and forms 
appeared which had not embodied human souls. 
These were able to receive only astral bodies within 
them, as the human physical and etheric bodies 
on the old Moon had done. While the earth 
was becoming depopulated as far as human beings 
were concerned, these other beings were coloniz
ing it. .At length all human souls would have 
been compelled to leave the earth if another 
possibility had not been provided by the detach
ment of the moon. The human forms which could 
still be animated by human souls were enabled to 
withdraw the budding human life, during earthly 
existence, from the Moon-forces proceeding directly 
from the earth, and to let the life mature within 
themselves up to a point at which it could be 
delivered over to those forces. As long as the life 
was developing within man, it was under the in
fluence of the beings who, under the leadership 
of the mightiest of their number, had detached 
the moon from the earth in order to conduct 
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the evolution of the latter over a critical point. 
When the earth had developed the air element 

within it there were present ast.~l beings, as 
described above, who had been parts of the oJd 
Moon and had been left behind. These had fallen 
short, in their evolution, of the lowest human 
souls. They became the souls of those forms 
which, even before the separation of the sun, 
had to be abandoned by man. These beings were 
the ancestors of the animal kingdom. In the 
course of time they specially developed those 
organs which in man only existed as appendages. 
Their astral body had to work on the physical and 
etheric bodies in the same way as did the human 
astral body during the old Moon-period. Now 
the animals which had thus come into existence 
had souls which could not dwell in single ~nimals. 
The soul's existence was also extended to the 
descendant of the ancestral form. Virtually, 
animals descended from one form have a soul in 
common. Only when the descendant diverges 
from the ancestral type through special influences, 
does a new animal soul become incarnated. In 
this sense, conformably with occult science, we 
may speak of a species or race-soul, or group-soul, 
in animals. 

Something of a similar nature took place at the 
time of the separation of sun and earth. There 
came forth from the watery element forms no fur
ther evolved than was man before the old Moon-
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evoluti~n. They could receive an impression 
from anything of an astral nature on]y when 
the latter in6uenced them from without. This 
cquld not happen till after the departure of the 
sun from the earth. Whenever the sun-period of 
the earth set in, the astral element in the sun 
stimulated these forms in such a way that they 
formed their vital body out of the etheric part of 
the earth. When the sun turned away from the 
earth, that ethcric body was again dissolved into 
the common earth-life. And as a result of the 
cooperation of the astral part of the sun with 
the etheric part of the earth, there emerged from 
the watery element those physical forms which 
became the ancestors of the present vegetable 
kingdom. 

Man ~ecame an individualized psychic being on 
earth. His astral body, which had flowed into 
him on the Moon through the Lords of Motion, 
became organized on earth into the sentient, in
tellectual and self-conscious souls. And when the 
self-conscious soul had progressed so far that it 
was able to form for itself during earth-life a 
Lody adapted to that life, the Lords of Form 
endowed that body with a spark from their fire. 
The "ego" was kindled within it. Every time 
man now left the physical body he was in the 
spiritual ·world, in which he met the beings who, 
during the Saturn, Sun, and Moon evolutions, 
had given him his physical, etheric, and astral 
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hodie~, and developed him a~ far as the E>arth
stagc. Since the spark of the ego had been 
kindled during earth-life, there h&d also come 
about a change in the disembodied life. Up to 
this point of evolution, man had had no independ
ence within the spiritual world. Within that 
world he did not feel himself a separate being, 
but as though he were a member of the exalted 
organism which was composed of the beings supe
rior to him. The "ego experience" on earth now 
takes effect also in the spiritual world. Hence
forth man feels himself to be, to a certain degree, 
a unit in that world. But he feels also that he is 
unceasingly linked with it. In the disembodied 
state he again finds the Lords of Form, in a higher 
aspect, and this aspect he had perceived in their 
manifestation on earth by means of the ~park of 
his ego. 

At the separation of the moon from the earth 
the disembodied soul began to have experiences 
in the spiritual world which were connected with 
that separation. Indeed, it only became possible 
to continue developing on the earth such human 
forms as could receive psychic individuality, 
through the transfer of part of the shaping forces 
from the earth to the moon. By this means 
human individuality came into the sphere of the 
Moon-beings. And in the disembodied state the 
memory of earthly individuality could only operate 
because, even in that state, the soul remained 
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within the sphere of those mighty spirits who had 
brought about the separation of the moon. The 
process work.led thus, -that immediately after 
le,FLving the earth-body the soul could only see 
the exalted Sun-beings as though in a lustre 
reflected from the Moon-beings. And it was 
only when sufficiently prepared by gazing at that 
reflected splendour that the soul attained to the 
vision of the exalted Sun-beings themselves. 

The mineral kingd11m of the earth also arose 
out of what was ejected from human evolution 
in general. Its structures arc what was consoli
dated when the moon was detached from the 
earth. The only soul-element which felt attracted 
to those structures was that which had been left 
behind at the Saturn stage, and was therefore 
only acjapted for developing physical forms. 
All the occurrences treated of here and in what 
follows were enacted in the course of exceedingly 
long periods. But the question of chronology 
cannot be entered into here. 

The events described exhibit the evolution of 
the earth from without. Seen spiritually from 
within, the facts present themselves as follows. 
The spiritual beings who drew the moon out of 
the earth and incorporated their own existence 
with the moon, thus becoming beings of the earth
moon, brought about a certain formation of the 
human organism by means of the forces which 
they sent to the earth from the moon. Their 
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' influence affected the ego which man had acquired, 
and made itself felt in the interplay of that ego 
with the astral. etheric, and physical bodies. 
Through their influence it became possible for 
man consciously to reflect within himself the con
summate wisdom of the formation of the world, 
to reproduce it mirrored in knowledge. It will 
be remembered that during the nld 1\'loon-period 
man, owing to the separation from the sun at 
that time, acquired a certain independence in 
his organism, a more unfettered stage of con
sciousness than that which he had been able to 
derive directly from the Sun-spirits. This +ree, 
independent consciousness appeared again-a her
itage from the old Moon-evolution-during the 
earth-period in question. But it was just this 
consciousness which, through the influence of the 
beings of the earth-moon described, could again be 
brought into union and harmony with the uni
verse, and be made a reflection of it. This would 
have happened if no other influence had asserted 
itself. Failing any other influence, man would 
have become a being with a consciousness of which 
the content would have been a reproduction of 
the world in pictures of perception; and this not 
through its own initiative, but as by natural 
necessity. 

Things did not happen thus. At the tiine when 
the moon split off, there interposed iri human 
evolution certain spiritual beings who had retained 
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so much of their Moon nature that they could not 
take part in the exodus of the sun from the earth, 
and were shui, out from the influence of the spirits 
w,llo from the earth-moon had exerted their activity 
upon the earth. These spirits with the old Moon 
nature were, so to say, banished to the earth, but 
with an irregular development. In their Moon 
nature was that which had rebelled against the 
Sun-spirits during the old Moon-evolution, and 
which had so far been a blessing to man that it 
had led him to a free, independent state of con
sciousness. The consequences of the peculiar 
development of these spirits during the earth
period entailed their becoming adversaries of the 
spirits who, acting from the moon, desired to make 
human consciousness an automatic reflector of 
the uniyerse. What had helped man to a higher 
state of development on the old Moon proved to 
be in opposition to the possibilities which had 
arisen through the evolution of the earth. The 
opposing forces had brought with them from 
their Moon nature the power of working upon the 
human astral body, that is to say,-in accordance 
with the above statements,-the power of making 
it independent. They exercised that power by 
giving the astral body a certain degree of inde
pendence-in this case for the earth-period-as 
compared with the automatic (involuntary) state 
of consciousness which had been brought about 
by the spirits of the earth-moon. 
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It is difficult to express in the language of to-day 
the effects on man in that far-off time of the 
spiritual beings referred to. They, must not be 
thought of as analogous to nature influences pf 
the present time, nor yet as similar to the influence 
of one hwnan being on another, when the first 
awakens in the second inner powers of con
sciousness by words which help the second person 
to understand something, or stimulate him to 
virtue or vice. The effect referred to as operative 
in that primeval age was not a natural force but 
a spiritual influence, conveyed in a spiritual way, 
and which descended upon man as a spiritual 
influx from the higher spirits, conformably with 
man's state of consciousness at that time. If we 
think of the influence as a nature-force we alto
gether miss_ its essential reality. If we l:lay that 
the spirits with the old Moon nature tempted man 
in order to lead him astray for their own ends, we 
are using a symbolical expression, which is good 
as long as we remember it is but a symbol and are 
at the same time clear in our minds that a spiritual 
fact underlies the symbol. 

The influence brought to bear on man by 
the spirits who had remained behind during the 
Moon-evolution had a twofold result. Man's con
sciousness was divested of the character of be
ing merely a mirror of the universe, because the 
possibility was aroused in the hwnan astral body 
of regulating and controlling from this astral 
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body the images in the consciousness. Man 
became the ruler of his own knowledge. But 
on the other hand it was the astral body that was 
th.e startingpoint of that rulership, and conse
quently the ego set over the astral body came to 
be continually dependent upon it. Hence man 
was from this time forth exposed to the lasting 
influences of a lower element in his nature. It was 
possible for him in his life to sink below the height 
on which he had been r,>laced by the spirits of the 
earth-moon in the course of the world's progress. 
And subsequently he was open to the lasting in
fluence on his nature of the irregularly evolved 
Moon-spirits. We may call these the Luciferian 
spirits, as distinguished from the other spirits who, 
from the earth-moon, made the consciousness into 
a mirro:r; of the universe, without bestowing any 
free will. The Luciferian spirits endowed man 
with the possibility of developing free activity in 
his consciousness, and at the same time created 
the possibility of error and evil. 

The result of these events was that man was 
brought into a different connection with the Sun
spirits from that which had been destined for him 
by the spirits of the earth-moon. These had 
wished so to d_evelop the mirror of his consciousness 
that the influence of the Sun-spirits should have 
been the prevailing one within the whole inner 
life of n'lan. These purposes were crossed, and 
there was created in human nature ·an opposition 



242 AN OUTLINE OF OCCULT SCIENCE 

between the influence of the Sun-spirits ind that 
of the spirits irregularly evolved on the old Moon. 
Owing to this opposition there also arose in man 
the incapacity for recognizing the physical Sttn
influences as such; they were hidden by the 
earthly impressions of the outer world. Filled 
with these impressions, the astral part of man was 
drawn into the sphere of the ego. This ego, which 
otherwise would have felt only the spark of fire 
bestowed on it by the Lords of Form, and would 
have submitted to the bidding of those spirits in 
everything which had to do with external fire, 
henceforth worked upon external heat phe11om
ena through the element with which it had 
itself been inoculated. A bond of attraction was 
thereby established between the ego and the 
earth-fire. 

In this way man became more involved in 
earthly materiality than had been ordained for 
him. Whereas he previously had a physical body 
consisting mainly of fire, air, and water, with only 
a slight admixture of the earth substance, the 
body now became more solid and dense. And 
whereas man previously had been moving in a 
floating, hovering manner over the solid earth, 
as a finely organized being, he was now forced to 
descend "from the earth's periphery" to parts of 
it which were already more or less consolidated. 

That such physical effects of the 'spiritual 
influences above described could be produced 
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is accoJnted for by the fact that the influences 
were of the kind that has been depicted, neither 
nature forces ·•nor such as act from the soul of 
one human being on another. The influence of 
the latter does not extend so far into matter as 
the spiritual forces which are here in question. 

Because man laid himself open to the influ
ences of the outer world, through following his own 
ideas which were Hable to error; because he lived 
to gratify desires and. passions which he did not 
allow higher spiritual influences to regulate, the 
possibility of disease appeared. But a special 
effect of the Lucifer influence was that hence
forth man could not feel his individual earth-life 
to be a continuation of the disembodied state. 
Henceforth he was open to such earth-impres
sions as. arose through the astral element with 
which he had been inoculated, and these com
bined with the forces <kstructive of the physical 
body. Man felt this as the decay of his earth-life. 
And in this manner "death" came about, caused 
by human nature itself. This points to a sig
nificant mystery in man's nature, the connection 
of the human astral body with disease and death. 

Particular conditions now set in, affecting the 
human etheric body. It was put into a position 
between the physical and astral bodies, which, to 
a certain extent, caused its withdrawal from the 
faculties· acquired by man throug~ the Lucifer 
influence. Part of the etheric body was left so 
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much outside the physical body that it could be 
ruled only by higher beings, not by the human ego. 
The higher beings were those wh9 had left the 
earth at the separation of the sun, in order ..tu 
occupy another dwelling place under the guidance 
of one of their exalted associates. If that part of 
the etheric body that has been described had re
mained linked with the astral body, man would 
have had at his disposal supersensible forces_ 
formerly possessed by him. He would have 
directed the Lucifer influence on to those forces, 
and would by degrees have quite freed himself 
from the Sun-beings. His ego would have be:::ome 
entirely an earth-ego. It must in that case have 
come about that that earth-ego, after the death 
of the physical body (in some cases even during 
its decay), would have occupied another physical 
body, that of a descendant, without passing 
through the stage of union with higher spiritual 
bodies in a disembodied state. Man would thus 
have arrived at the consciousness of his own ego, 
but only of an earthly one. This was averted 
by the process which was effected through the 
earth-moon spirits. The real individual ego was 
thereby so set free from the mere earth-ego that 
though man during earth-life only partially felt 
himself to be an ego, he at the same time felt his 
earth-ego to be a continuation of that of his 
ancestors through the generations. The soul was 
conscious of a kind of 41group-ego" in earth-life, 
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dating l!iack to remote ancestors; man felt him
self to be a member of this group. Only in the 
disembodied ~ate could the individual ego be 
copscious of itself as a separate being. But this 
state of isolation was impaired because the ego 
was still burdened with a memory of the earth
consciousness (earth-ego). This memory troubled 
its vision of the spiritual world, which began to 
be covered with a veil between birth and death, 
in the same way in w1iich physical eyes on earth 
may be veiled. 

The many changes which took place in the 
spiritual world while human evolution was passing 
through the conditions just described, found 
physical expression in the gradual adjustment of 
the mutual relations existing between the sun, 
moon, apd earth (and, moreover, between other 
celestial bodies). 

The alternation of day and night stands out 
as one result of those relations. (The motions of 
the celestial bodies are regulated by the beings who 
inhabit them. The earth's motion, of which day 
and night an' the result, was induced by the 
mutual relations of the various spirits superior 
to man. The moon's motion had been brought 
about in the same way, in order that after the 
separation of the moon from the earth the Lords 
of Form inight, by means of the revolution of the 
former atound the latter, work upon the human 
physical body in the right way, and with the right 
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rhythm.) The ego and the astral body· of man 
now worked within the physical and etheric bodies 
by day; at night that activity ceased: for the ego 
and the astral body then left the physical a1..1d 
etheric bodies, and came wholly within the sphere 
of the Sons of Life, or Angels, the Sons of Fire, or 
Archangels, the Sons of Personality, and the 
Lords of Form. Besides the Lords of Form, the 
Lords of Motion, of vVisdom, and the Thrones also 
included the physical and etheric bodies in their 
sphere of influence at this time. The injurious 
effects produced on man by the errors of his astral 
body during the day, could thus be coenter
balanced. 

Now that mankind was once more on the 
increase on earth, there was no longer any reason 
against the incarnation of human souls "in their 
descendants. As the Moon-forces were then at 
work. there were formed under their influence 
human bodies thoroughly adapted for occupation 
by human souls. The souls previously removed 
to :Mars, Jupiter, an<l the other µlanets were 
now guided to earth, and there was thus a soul 
ready for each human b(•ing horn in the physical 
line of descent. This went on through long periods 
until the immigration of souls to earth corre
sponded to the increase of human beings. The 
souls now leaving their bodies at physical death 
retained the echo of their earthly individuality 
as a memory in the disembodied state. The 
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result ol that memory was that when a body 
suitable for them was again born on earth, those 
souls were onee more incarnated in it. In the 
co11rse of time there were in the human race 
some whose souls came from without and were 
appearing on earth for the first time since its very 
earliest periods, and others with souls which had 
already been incarnated on the earth in its present 
form. In subsequent periods of earthly evolution 
the number of young ~ouls appearing for the first 
time grows ever smaller and smaller, and the 
reincarnated souls become more and more numer
ous; yet for long ages the human race was com
posed of the two varieties of people conditioned 
by these facts. 

Henceforth man on earth felt himself united 
with his forefathers through the group-ego which 

• 
he had in common with them. On the other hand, 
the experience of the individual ego was all the 
stronger in the disembodied state between death 
and a new birth. The souls which entered 
human bodies from celestial space were in a 
different position from those which had one or 
more earthly lives behind them. The fotmer, as 
souls entering upon the physical earth-life, brought 
with them only the conditions to which the higher 
spiritual world and their experiences outside the 
sphere of· earth subjected them. The others had, 
by their a.ctions in former lives, added conditions 
of their own. The fate of the first was determined 
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only by facts lying beyond the new earth-condi
tions; that of the reincarnate souls 1s also deter
mined by what they have themselves done in 
former lives under earthly conditions. Individ11al 
human Karma makes its first appearance simul
taneously with reincarnation. • 

Because the human etheric body was withdrawn 
from the astral body in the manner above indi
cated, the generative faculty also was not included 
in the sphere of human consciousness, but was 
under the sway of the spiritual world. When 
the time had come for a soul to descend to earth, 
procreative impulses arose in a human 1:eing. 
The entire process, up to a certain point, was 
veiled in mysterious obscurity as far as earthly 
consciousness was concerned. But the conse
quences of this partial separation of th~ etheric 
from the physical body were felt during earthly 
life also. The qualities of the etheric body were 
capable of being specially ennobled by spiritual 
influence. In psychic life this made itself felt 
by the memory's being brought to a special 
degree of perfection. Independent logical thought 
was at this period only in its most rudimentary 
stage in man; on the other hand, the faculty of 
memory was almost unlimited. Externally it 
appeared as if man had direct knowledge of the 
working forces of every living being. He had at 
his disposal the vital and generative forces of 
animal and, more especially, of vegetable nature. 
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He was able, for instance, to draw out of a plant 
the force which impels it to grow, and to use that 
force, just as w~ use the forces of inanimate nature; 
fo:a example, that dormant in coal is extricated 
and used for propelling engines. 1 

The inner psychic life of man was also trans
formed in many different ways by the Lucifer 
influence. Many kinds of feelings and emotions 
due to it might be instanced. Of these only one 
can be mentioned. P,·eviously to this influence 
the human soul, in what it shaped and performed, 
had worked under the will and purposes of higher 
spiritual beings. The plan of everything that 
was to be carried out was determined on before
hand. And in proportion to the degree to which 
human consciousness was evolved, was it able to 
foresee how things must develop in the future in 
accordance with that preconceived plan. That 
consciousness of the future was lost when the 
veil of earthly perceptions was woven across the 
manifestations of higher spiritual beings and in 
these the real forces of the Sun-spirits were hid
den. Henceforth the future became uncertain, 
and in consequence of this the possibility of fear 
was implanted in the soul. Fear is a direct result 
of error. 

It is however evident that through the Lucifer 
influence • man became independent of certain 

1 Further parLic11lars 011 this s11bjt-et will be fouml in my book, 
A ttantis and Lemuria, which deals with man's ancestors, 
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definite forces to which he had previously sub-
mitted without the exercise of his will. Hence
forward he was able to form resblutions of his 
own. Freedom is the result of the Lucifer •·in
fluence, and fear and similar feelings are only 
the phenomena attendant on the evolution of 
human freedom. 

Spiritually seen, fear makes its appearance in 
this way. Within the earth-forces under the in
fluence of which man had come by means of the 
Luciferian powers, other powers were operating, 
which had developed irregularly much earlier in 
the course of evolution than the Luciferian powers. 
With the earth-forces man admitted into his 
nature the influence of these other powers. They 
gave to feelings, which without them would have 
operated quite differently, the quality of fear. 
They may be called Ahrimanic beings. They are 
the same as those which Goethe calls Mephis
tophelian. 

Although the Lucifer influence had at first 
made itself felt only in the most advanced in
dividuals, it soon became extended to others. 
The descendants of the advanced individuals 
were interbred with the less progressive described 
above, and in this way the Lucifer force was con
veyed to the latter. But the etheric b9dy of the 
souls returning from the plants cou~d not be 
protected to the same extent as the one pos
sessed by the descendants of those who had 
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' remained on earth. The protection of this body 
emanated from an exalted being who had the 
direction of tht! cosmos at the separation of the 
sun• from the earth. That being is the ntler of 
the sun kingdom. With him there removed to 
the dwelling place in the sun those lofty spirits 
whose cosmic development had sufficiently ma
tured them. But there were other beings who 
had not reached such a height at the separation 
of the sun: these wc:1:e obliged to seek other 
spheres. It was through their instrumentality 
that Jupiter and other planets became detached 
from that general cosmic substance which at the 
outset was in the earthly physical organism. 
Jupiter now became the abode of those beings 
who were not highly developed enough to live 
on the sun, and the most advanced of these be
came the leader on Jupiter. The leader of the 
Sun-evolution became the "higher ego" which 
worked in the etheric body of the descendants 
of those who had remained on earth. 

In a similar way the leader on Jupiter became 
the "higher ego" passing as a common con
sciousness through the posterity which resulted 
from the crossing of the offspring of those who 
had remained on earth with those who had ap
peared o~ earth for the first time during the 
period of. the air element, as described above, 
and had passed over to Jupiter. This mixed 
race may be called, in conformity with occult 
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science, '' Jupiter-humanity." They were scions 
of the human race who had adopted human 
souls far- back in that ancient ttime; but who, 
at the beginning of earthly evolution, were, not 
yet mature enough to take part in the first con
tact with fire. They were souls midway between 
the human and animal soul-kingdoms. 

Now there lvere other beings who, under the 
leadership of one of the highest, had detached 
:Mars from the general cosmic substance, that it 
might be their dwelling place. Under their influ
ence there arose a third kind of humanity, forn1ed 
by interbreeding, the "Mars-humanity.'' (By 
means of this knowledge, light is thrown on the 
origin of the formation of the planets of our solar 
system; for all the members of that system orig
inated through the various stages of maturity 
reached by the beings inhabiting them. But it 
is of course not possible to enter into all the details 
of cosmic formation here.) Those people who 
felt in their etheric body the influence of the 
exalted Sun-being himself, may be called "Sun
humanity." The being who lived in them as the 
higher ego-of course only in the race, not in the 
individual,-is the same to whom various nan1cs 
were given in later times, when man had gained 
conscious knowledge of him, and who appears 
to the human race to-day as the Christ. 

"Saturn-humanity" is also to be distinguished 
at th~t time. The ""higher ego" of this race 
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appeared •as a being ~ho with his associates had 
been forced to leave the general cosmic suhstance 
before the sep~ation of the sun. Part of the 
phy~ical, no less than of the etheric body of these 
people, was exempt from the Lucifer influence. 
But the etheric body was nevertheless not suffi
ciently protected in the lowlier races of mankind 
to be able to resist the influences of the Lucifer 
nature. These people could extend the free action 
of the spark of the egl- within them so far as to 
call forth potent and mischievous effects of fire 
around them. The result was a mighty terres
trial catastrophe. A large part of the then 
inhabited earth was wrecked by fiery storms, and 
with it the human beings that had fallen into 
error. Oniy a very small proportion, some of 
whom haQ. remained untouched by error, were 
able to take refuge in a region which had so far 
been shielded from the fatal human influence. 

The country occupying that part of the earth 
now covered by the Atlantic Ocean proved to be 
peculiarly well fitted for the abode of the new 
human race. Thither did those people repair who 
had remained most free from error. Only those 
cut off from the main body of humanity inhabited 
other regions. Occult science gives the name of 
"Atlantis" to that part of the earth which once 
existed between the present continents of Europe, 
Africa, ana America. (This particular stage of 
human evolution has its special nomenclature 
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in theosophical literature. The period 'preceding 
the Atlantean is called the Lemurian age, whereas 
that during which the 1\foon-forees had not yet 
fully developed is called the Hyperborean :1ge. 
This is preceded by yet another, which coincides 
·with the earliest period of the evolution of the 
physical earth. Biblical tradition describes the 
period before the influence of Lucifer-beings came 
into play as the Paradise time, and the descent to 
earth, or entanglement of humanity in the sense
world, as the expulsion from Paradise.) 

The Atlantean period of evolution was the real 
time of separation into Satun1, Sun, Jupitet, and 
Mars humanity. Up to that time only predis
positions in those directions had been developed. 
The division of the waking state from sleep had 
special consequences, which appeared p~rticularly 
in the Atlantean race. During the night the 
human astral body and ego were in the sphere of 
the beings superior to man, as far up as the Sons of 
Personality. :.Man could feel the influence of the 
Sons of Life and the Sons of Fire through that 
part of his etheric body which was not united 
with the physical body. For he was able to re
main united, during sleep, with that part of his 
etheric body which was not interpenetrated by 
the physical body. It is true his perception of 
the Sons of Personality was vague, owing to the 
Lucifer influence; but there became •visible to 
man, in this condition, not only the Angels and 
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Archang~ls but also those beings who were not 
able to enter upon earthly existence because they 
had lagged behiin.d on the Sun or l\tloon, and were 
therefore obliged to remain in the psycho-spiritua] 

• world. But man, by means of the Lucifer in-
fluence, drew them into that part of his soul which 
was separated from his physical body. Hence he 
came into contact with beings who led him very 
far astray. They increased, in his soul, the 
propensity to error; esrecially the misuse of the 
powers of growth and reproduction, which since 
the separation of the physical and ctheric bodies 
were now under his control. 

It was now made possible for certain individuals 
of the Atlantean period to become very little 
entangled in the sense-world. Through them, 
the Lucifer influence was turned from being a 
hindrance· to human evolution into a means of 
further progress. It enabled them to develop 
knowledge of earthly matters sooner than would 
otherwise have been possible. They sought to 
expel error from their imaginative life, and to 
interpret from cosmic phenomena the original 
purposes of spiritual beings. They kept them
selves free from those impulses and desires of the 
astral body which were directed merely toward 
the sense-world. Hence they became more and 
more free· from the errors of the astral body. 
This induced in them conditions through which 
they were able to confine their perceptions to 
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that part of the etheric hody which was ~eparated 
from the astral horly i11 the mannE'r <lE'scrihed 
above. Under these conditions the capacity of 
the physical body for perception was practicu.Uy 
annihilated, and the physical body itself was as 
if dead. For through the etheric body, these 
people were wholly united with the kingdom of 
the Lords of Form, and were able to learn from 
them how they were being guided and directed 
by that exalted being who was the leader at the 
separation of sun and earth,--·-by the "Christ." 
These people were Initiates. But since human 
individuality had been brought into the sphere of 
the l\Ioon-beings, as described above, these Ini
tiates could not as a rule come into direct contact 
with the Christ; they could only be shown him 
reflected, as it were, by the Moon-beings. 

In this case they did not see the Christ directly, 
but only his reflected glory. They became leaders 
of the rest of humanity, to whom they were able 
to impart the mysteries they had seen. They 
attracted disciples, to whom they communicated 
the methods for attaining the condition which 
leads to Initiation. Only those could attain 
knowledge of the Christ who were members of the 
Sun-humanity mentioned above. They cultivated 
their mystic learning, and the occupations which 
promoted it, at a particular spot which, in con
formity with occult science, may be ·called the 
Christ oracle, or Sun oracle, the term "oracle" 
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heing u~d to denote a place where the purposes 
of spiritual beings arc.· unveiled. 

Other oraclag were called into being by the 
mepibers of the Saturn, Mars, and Jupiter human
ity. The intuitive vision of their Initiates was 
confined to seeing those beings who were revealed 
to them in their etheric bodies as their respective 
"higher egos." Thus there arose adherents of 
the Saturn, Jupiter, and Mars wisdom. Besides 
these methods of Initia"tion, there were others for 
people who had assimilated too much of the Lucifer 
spirit to allow as large a part of the etheric body 
to be separated from the physical body as was the 
case with the Sun-humanity. The astral body of 
these people kept back even more of the etheric 
within the physical body than did the Sun
humanity, Nor could they be brought to the 
revelation of the Christ through the conditions 
mentioned above. Because their astral body was 
more influenced by the Lucifer principle, they were 
obliged to undergo a more difficult preparation, 
and then, in a less disembodied state than the 
others, they were able to receive the revelation, 
not indeed of the Christ himself, but of other 
exalted beings. 

There were beings who, although they had left 
the earth at the separation of the sun, did not 
stand on ~uch a high level that they were able to 
continue t~king part in the Sun evolution. They 
formed an abode for themselves away from the 

18 
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sun, after its separation from the earth:, this was 
Venus. Their leader was the being who now 
became the "higher ego" of the~ Initiates and 
their adherents. A similar thing happened with 
the leading spirit of !viercury for another vanety 
of people. In this way there arose the Venus and 
~Iercury oracles. One kind of human beings, 
who had most absorbed the Lucifer influence, 
could reach only one of the higher beings who, 
with his associates, had been expelled earliest of 
all from the Sun evolution. This being owns no 
particular planet in space, but still lives within 
the periphery of the earth, with which he w..1s once 
more united after the return from the sun. The 
people to whom this being was revealed as their 
higher ego may be called the followers of the 
Vulcan oracle. Their attention was more directed 
to earthly phenomena than that of the other 
Initiates. They laid the first foundations of 
what afterwards became the human arts and 
sciences. On the other hand, the Mercury Ini
tiates established the study of the more super
sensible things; and the Venus Initiates did this 
to a still greater extent. 

The Vulcan, Mercury, and Venus Initiates 
differed from those of Saturn, Jupiter, and Mars 
in that the latter received their Mysteries more as 
a revelation from above, and in a more complete 
state; whereas the former gained their knowledge 
more in the form of their own thoughts, -in the 
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fom1 of• ideas. The Christ Initiates occupied a 
middle position. Together with the direct revela
tion, they rec(ftved the capacity for clothing their 
M.ysteries in a human form of conception. The 
Saturn, Jupiter, and Mars Initiates were obliged 
to express themselves more in sense-images; the 
Christ, Venus, Mercury, and Vulcan Initiates 
were able to impart their knowledge more through 
ideas pure and simple. 

Whatever knowledge of this kind reached 
Atlantean humanity came indirectly through the 
Initiates. But the rest of mankind also received 
special faculties through the Lucifer principle; 
for, through the agency of lofty cosmic beings, 
what would have wrought ruin was turned to a 
good end. One of these faculties was that of 
speech. This was bestowed upon man through . 
his being materialized into physical substance 
and through the separation of part of his etheric 
from his physical body. In the times after the 
moon had split off, man at first felt himself con
nected with his physical ancestors through the 
group-ego. But this common consciousness, link
ing posterity with its ancestors, was gradually 
lost in the course of generations. Later descend
ants had an inner memory of only their more 
recent ancestors, no longer of their earlier fore
fathers. ·rt was only in the conditions akin to 
sleep, <luting which mankind came into contact 
with the spiritual world, that the remembrance 
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of one ancestor or another again emerge~ Then 
people felt themselves one with that ancestor 
whom they believed to be reappe!ring in them. 
This was an erroneous idea of reincarnation, whir.:h 
arose especially in the later· Atlantean period. The 
true doctrine of reincarnation could be learned 
only in the schools of the Initiates. They could 
see how the human soul passes through the disem
bodied state on its way from one incarnation to 
another, and they alone were able to impart the 
real truth of the matter to their disciples. 

In the remote past which is now under consid
eration, man's physical form was very different 
from his present form. It was still, to a great 
extent, the expression of the qualities of his soul. 
1fan was composed of a softer and more delicate 
substance than that which he has since Required. 
That which is now solidified was then in the limbs 
soft, flexible, and plastic. The bodily structure 
of the more psychic and spiritual human beings 
was delicate, supple, and expressive. Those less 
evolved spiritually possessed coarser, heavier, 
less mobile bodily forms. A high degree of 
psychic maturity contracted the limbs, and the 
form was kept small; backwardness of the soul 
and entanglement in sensuality were outwardly 
expressed in gigantic size. While man was grow
ing to maturity his body was being formed, in ac
cordance with what was growing in his ·soul, in a 
way which would appear incredible and fantastic 
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to contanporary ideas. Depraved passions, im
pulses, and instincts brought in their train a 
colossal increlse of matter. Man's present phys
ical form has come about through a contraction, 
thickening, and consolidation of the Atlantean 
human form. And whereas man, before the 
Atlantean period, had been a faithful image of his 
soul's being, the events of Atlantean evolution 
bore within them the causes conducing to the 
structure of post-Atlantean man, whose physical 
form is solid and comparatively independent of 
the qualities of the soul. (The forms of the animal 
kingdom became dense on earth long before man.) 
The laws now governing the shaping of forms in 
the kingdom of nature must certainly not be 
thought of as prevailing in the remote past. 

Toward the middle of the Atlantean evolution 
evil gradually made itself felt in humanity. The 
Mysteries of the Initiates had to be carefully kept 
secret from those who had not purified their astral 
bodies from error. Had these gained insight into 
that hidden knowledge, into the laws by means of 
which higher beings directed the forces of nature, 
they would have placed those forces at the dis
posal of their own perverted needs and passions. 
The danger was all the greater because mankind 
was coming, as has been described, into the sphere 
of lower· spiritual beings, who could not take part 
in the regular evolution of the earth and were 
therefore working against it. These persistently 
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influenced humanity in such a way as to instil 
into it interests which were actually directed 
against human welfare. But mankind still had 
at its disposal the forces of growth and reproduc
tion belonging to animal and human nature. 

Not only ordinary people, but also some of 
the Initiates, were subject to temptation on the 
part of lower spiritual beings. They were induced 
to employ the supersensible forces mentioned 
above for a purpose which ran counter to human 
evolution. And for this purpose they sought out 
associates who '\\'ere not initiated, and who made 
use of the secrets of the supersensible forces of 
nature for low ends. The result was a great cor
ruption of human nature. The evil spread further 
and further; and since the forces of growth and 
generation, if torn from their original spkere and 
used independently, have a mysterious connec
tion with certain forces working in air and water, 
there were thus unchained, through human action, 
mighty, destructive natural forces which led to 
the gradual ruin of the Atlantean territory by the 
agency of air and water catastrophes. Atlantean 
humanity was obliged to wander forth-that 
portion of it, at least, which did not perish in the 
storms. 

In consequence of these storms the earth took 
on a new aspect. On one side, Europe, Asia, 
and Africa gradually assumed their present shape; 
on the other, America appeared. Great companies 
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• of wanderers set out for these countries. Those 
who journeyed eastward from Atlantis are espe
cially importar~ for us of to-day. Europe, Asia, 
an<l Africa were gradually colonized by the 
descendants of the Atlanteans. Various races 
fixed their abode in these continents. They were 
at different stages of development, and also at 
different levels of corruption. And with them 
came the Initiates, gnardians of the oracle-1\.'Iys
teries. They established sanctuaries in various 
parts, in which the cults of Jupiter, Venus, etc., 
were carried on, sometimes in a good, sometimes 
in a bad spirit. The betrayal of the Vulcan 
!vlysteries exercised a specially unfavourable influ
ence, for the attention of their adherents was more 
directed to earthly matters than was that of the 
others. By this betrayal, mankind was made 
dependent on spiritual beings who, as a result of 
their past evolution, rejected everything emanating 
from the spiritual world which had been evolved 
through the separation of the earth from the sun. 
In accordance with the tendency they had thus 
developed, they worked upon just that element in 
man which was formed through his having per
ceptions of the sense-world, behind which the 
spiritual world lies hidden. Thenceforward these 
beings ac~uired great influence over many of the 
human in.habitants of earth, and their influence 
first asserted itself by depriving mankind more 
and more of the feeling for spiritual things. 
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Since the size, fonn, and flexibility of the phys
ical hwnan body were still largely affected by the 
qualities of the soul, the consequlmce of the be
trayal of the :\Iystcries also appeared in cha11,ges 
of the hwnan race in these respects. When 
hwnan corruption expressed itself in the fact 
that superscnsible powers were made subservient 
to lower impulses, desires, and passions, mis
shapen human forms, grotesque in size and shape, 
were the result. These were not able to survive 
the Atlantean period, and became extinct. Post
Atlantean humanity was forn1ecl physically from 
those Atlantean ancestors in whom such a solidi
fication of the bodily form had taken pifl,cc that 
it no longer yielded to the powers of the soul, 
which thenceforth became abnormal. 

There was a certain period in Atlant~an evolu
tion during which, by means of the laws prevailing 
on and around the earth, just those conditions 
obtained ·which tended to consolidate man's 
bodily form. The hwnan race-types which hurl 
been solidified before this period were certainly 
able to reproduce themselves for a Jong time, but 
the souls incarnating in them were gradually so 
cramped that the forms were bound to become 
extinct. It is true that many of these race-types 
survived to post-Atlantean times; thosc which 
had remained sufficiently plastic lasted ev~n for 
a very long time. The hwnan forms which had 
remained flexible after the period ciescribed became 
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hodies for such souls as had largely undergone 
the pernicious influence of the betrayal described 
above. Thes@ forms were destined to speedy 
e~tinction. 

In consequence of what had happened in this 
way, beings had made themselves felt in the sphere 
of human evolution, since the middle of the At
lantean period, whose influence tended to make 
mankind live in the physical world of sense in an 
unspiritual manner. _This went so far that, 
instead of man's seeing the real form of that world. 
phantoms, hallucinations, and illusions of every 
kind appeared to him. Mankind was exposed 
not merely to the Lucifer influence but to that of 
those other beings mentioned above, whose leader 
may be called Ahriman, according to the appella
tion giv~n him later in the Persian civilization. 
(He is the same as Mephistopheles.) Through 
this influence man was subject, after death, to 
powers which made him appear even then as a 
being belonging only to earthly conditions of the 
senses. Open vision of the events of the spiritual 
world was more and more taken from him. He 
was forced to feel himself in Ahriman's power, 
an<l' to a certain extent shut out from intercourse 
with the spiritual world. 

There was one oracle-sanctuary of special 
importance, which in the universal decline had 
preserved the ancient cult in its purest form. It 
was one of the Christ oracles, and ori that account 
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it was able tu pn~serve not only thl~ Chd-3t Mys
tery itself but those of the other oracles. For in 
the manifestation of the loftiest\ of the Sun
spirits, there were also revealed the leaders of .-
Saturn, Jupiter. and the other planets. In the 
Sun oracle there was known the secret of calling 
forth. in one or anuth1.'r human ueing, such human 
etheric bodies as had been uwm·d by the best of 
the Jupiter, .:\lcrcury, and other Initiates. By 
means of the methods used for this purpose, which 
cannot be further dealt w1th here, the impressions 
of the best cthcric bodies of the ancient Initiates 
were preserved, in order that they might subse
quently be stam1-1c<l upun suitable individuals. 
The like could he done with the astral bodies of 
the Venus, .\Icrcury, ancl Vulcan Initiates. 

At a certain point uf time the leader uf tl)C Christ 
Initiates found himself isolated ·with a few asso
ciates, to whom he ,vas able to impart, to a very 
limited extent only, the mysteries of the cosmos. 
For those associates were people who had received 
as a natural gift tlw least possible degree of 
separation lietv:ern the µhysical ancl ethcric 
bodies. They were alt<Jgcther, at that time, the 
best possible people for promoting the furt'her 
progress of humanity. Th<:ir experiences in the 
realm of sleep had become rarer and rarer. The 
spiritual world was more and more closed 'to them. 
But they were also lacking in the comprehension 
of all that had been revealed to man in ancient 
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times whtn he was not in his physical, but only in 
his etheric body. The people immediately sur
rounding the l~der of the Christ oracle were the 
farthest advanced with regard to the union of the 
physical body with that part of the etheric body 
which had previously been separated from it. 
This union came about in human nature by little 
and little, as a result of the transformation which 
had taken place with regard to Atlantean terri
tory and the earth generally. 

The physical and et.heric bodies of man were 
being more and more covered up. Hence the 
memory lost its former unlimited capacity, and 
the human life of thought began. That part of 
the etheric which was united with the physical 
body transformed the physical brain into an 
actual instrument of thought, and man from this 
time first really felt his "ego" within his physical 
body. Self-consciousness awoke. This was at 
first the case with only a limited number of the 
human race, eminently with the associates of the 
leader of the Christ oracle. The bulk of humanity, 
scattered over Europe, Asia, and Africa, retained 
in varying degrees the remains of the old condition 
of consciousness. Hence they had direct experi
ence of the supersensible world. 

The associates of the Christ Initiate were people 
of highly ·developed intelligence but of less expe
rience in ~upersensible spheres than any of their 
contemporaries. The Initiate journeyed with 
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them to a country iu central Asia. He wished 
them to be guarded as much as possible from 
contact with those of less develope8 consciousness. 
He educated these associates of his in the spirit 
of the Mysteries unfolded to him, and specially 
influenced their descendants in this way. Thus 
he gathered round him a band of people who had 
received into their hearts the impulses correspond
ing to the ?\·lysteries of the Christ Initiation. Out 
of this company he chose the seven best, that 
they might bt' endowed ,vith the etheric and 
astral bodies lvhich bore the impress of the etheric 
bodies of the seven best Atlantean Initiates. 
Thus he educated a successor to each of the 
Christ, Saturn, Jupiter, lvlars, Vulcan, Mercury, 
and Venus Initiates. These seven Initiates be
came the teachers and leaders of the pe,ople who, 
in the post-Atlantean period, had colonized the 
south of Asia. especially ancient India. Since 
these great teachers were really endowed with 
the ·etheric bodies of their spiritual ancestors, 
what was in their astral body, that is, the science 
and knowledge they had themselves worked out, 
was not enough for what was revealed to them 
through their ctheric body. Therefore when 
these revelations were about to be uttered within 
them, they were obliged to impose silence on their 
own science and knowledge. Then tlie exalted 
beings who had also spoken to their spiritual 
ancestors spoke out of and through them. Except 
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during tlte times when these beings were speaking 
through them, they were simple people, endowed 
with the measute of intelligence and feeling which 
they had cultivated and worked out for themselves. 

There lived at this time in India a race of 
people who had retained a specially vivid remem
brance of the ancient soul-condition of the Atlan
teans, which allowed of experiences in the spiritual 
world. Moreover, the heart and soul of a great 
number of these people were powerfully attracted 
by such experiences. By a wise decree of fate, 
the majority of the race had come to southern 
Asia from among the best portions of the Atlantean 
population. Besides this majority, other Atlan
teans had migrated thither at different times. 
The Christ Initiate, referred to above, appointed 
his seven great disciples to be the teachers of this 
association of people, to whom they imparted 
their wisdom and precepts. Many of these an
cient Indians needed but little preparation for 
reviving within them the scarcely extinct faculties 
leading to observation of the supersensible world. 
For longing after that world was really a funda
mental quality of the Indian soul. It was felt that 
man's original home was in that world. Out of it 
he is transplanted into this one, which offers only 
outer sense-observat'ion and the intelligence con
nected with it. 

The su'.persensible world was felt to be the 
real world, and the sense-world to be· a deception 



270 AN OUTLINE OF OCCULT SCIENCE 

of the human power of observation, af1 illusion 
(Maya). By every possible means did these 
people strive to open up a view or-the real world. 
They could take no interest in the illusory sense
world, or at any rate only so far as it proved to 
be a veil for the supersensible. The power going 
out from the seven great teachers to such people 
as these, was a mighty one. What they were able 
to reveal entered deeply into the Indian soul; and 
since the possession of the transmitted ethcric and 
astral bodies invested the teachers with lofty 
powers, they were also able to work magically on 
their disciples. They did not really teach; they 
worked as though by magical power from one 
personality to another. Thus there arose a civi
lization completely saturated with supersensible 
wisdom. The contents of the wisdom ,books of 
the Hindus, the Vedas, do not give the original 
form of the lofty wisdom imparted by the great 
teachers in the most ancient times, but only a 
feeble echo of it. Only the seer's eye, looking 
back, is able to find an unwritten original wisdom 
behind the written words. 

A specially prominent feature of this ancient 
wisdom is the harmonious accord of the various 
wisdom oracles of the Atlantcan time. For each of 
the great teachers was able to unveil the wisdom 
of one of these oracles, and these different aspects 
of wisdom were in complete harmony, because 
the fundamental wisdom of the Christ Initiation 
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underla~· them. It is true the teacher who was 
the successor of the Christ Initiate <lid not impart 
to his discipl~s what the Christ Initiate himself 
was able to reveal. The latter had remained in 
the background during this period of evolution. 
At first he was unable to entrust his high office to 
any post-Atlantcan. The <liffrrence between him 
and the Christ I nitiatc of thc> seven great Indian 
teachers was that the fornwr was able to work his 
vision of the Christ i"I ystery completely into the 
form of human ideas, whereas the Indian Christ 
Initiate could only offer a reflection of the Mystery 
in signs and symbols; for his humanly cultivated 
power of conccµtion did not suf1ice for such a 
Mystery. However, from the union of the seven 
teachers there resulte<"l a knowledge of the super
sensible world, presented. in one great wisdom
panorama, of which only separnte portions could 
be imparted in the ancient Atlantl'an oracles. 
The great leaders of the cosmic world were 
revealed, and there was just indicated the One 
great Sun-spirit, the Hidden One, ruling over 
those who were manifested through the seven 
teachers. 

What is here meant by ''ancient Indians" is 
not the same as what is usually understood by 
that term. No outer documents exist of the 
period in question. The people usually known as 
"Indians" belong to a stage of historical evolution 
which was developed long after the time spoken of 
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here. vVe have to distinguish a first post-Atlan
tean period of the earth, in which the Indian 
civilization now described was tha predominant 
one; then came a second post-Atlantean periq_d 
in which the prevailing civilization was that 
which later in this work is called the "ancient 
Persian," and still later there was developed the 
Egypto-Chaldean civilization, also to be de
scribed. During the evolution of these second and 
third post-Atlantean epochs, "ancient" India also 
went through a second and third epoch, and to 
this third epoch belongs what is usually related 
of ancient India. What is described here must 
therefore not be applied to the ''ancient India" 
mentioned elsewhere. 

Another feature of this ancient Indian civiliza
tion is that which afterwar<l led to the division 
of the race into castes. The inhabitants of India 
were descendants of Atlanteans who belonged to 
the various types of Saturn-humanity, Jupiter
humanity, etc. By means of supersensiblc teach
ings it was seen that it is not by chance that a 
soul is incarnated in a particular caste, but that 
the soul itself has determined its lot. Such an un
derstanding of supersensible teachings was made 
much easier, because it was possible to revive in 
many people the inner remembrance of their 
ancestors which has been described above: this, 
of course, might also easily lead to an e1Toneous 
idea of reincarnation. Just as, in the Atlantean 
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age, it was only through the Initiates that the 
true idea of reincarnation could be realized, so in 
India, in the lllost ancient times, it was possible 
only through direct contact with the great teachers. 
It is true that the erroneous idea of reincarnation 
mentioned above found the widest acceptance 
imaginable among the bands of people who were 
dispersed over Europe, Asia, and Africa in con
sequence of the Atlantean catastrophe. And 
because the Initiates who had gone astray during 
the Atlantean evolution had imparted the mys
tery of reincarnation to immature souls, mankind 
began to confuse more and more the true and the 
erroneous ideas. Many of these people indeed 
retained a kind of dim clairvoyance, as a heritage 
from the Atlantean period. Just as the Atlanteans 
had entered the spiritual world during sleep, their 
descendants had experience of it in abnormal 
states, intermediate between sleeping and waking. 
Then there came uppermost in these people the 
images of the ancient times of their forefathers. 
They believed themselves to be reincarnations of 
people who had Ii ved in those times. Teachings 
about reincarnation, which were at variance with 
the true ideas of the Initiates, were widely spread 
over the earth. 

As a result of the long-continued migrations 
which had set in from west to cast since the 
beginning of the Atlantean catastrophe, there had 
settled in western Asia an association of people 

19 
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whose posterity is known to history as th&-Persian 
nation and the tribes related to it. Here we are 
going back to a much earlier period than the histo
rical times of these nations. vVe have first to ch;al 
with very early ancestors of thc later Persians, 
among ,vhom arose the second great civilization 
of post-Atlantcan evolution, that next after the 
Indian period. The peoples of this second era 
had a <liffrrent mission from that of the Indians. 
Their affections and longings were not fixed on 
the supersensible world only: they ,vere fitted for 
the physical world of sense, and their feelings were 
drawn toward the earth. They valued what man 
is ahlc to acquire on it, and what he is able to 
win hy means of its forces. Their achievements 
as a warlike people, and the methods which they 
discovered of acquiring the earth's treas~1res, are 
connected with this peculiarity of their nature. 
There was no danger of their turning their backs 
upon the "illusion" of the physical senses in their 
yearning after the supcrsensihle, hut rather of 
their <:'ntirdy severing the connection of their 
souls ,vith the supcrsensiblc world, through their 
liking for the physical world. 

The oracle-sanctuaries, which had been trans
ferred hither from the ancient Atlantean territory, 
also reflected, in their own way, the general 
character of the nation. In them fore!es were 
present which it had formerly been possible to 
acquire through experiences in the supcrsensiblc 
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world, ·-and which could still be controlled in 
certain lower forms; these forces were userl in the 
sanctuaries M direct the phenomena of nature in 
such a way as to make them subserve man's 
personal interests. This ancient people still had 
a great mastery over those forces of nature which 
subsequently withdrew from the influence of the 
human will. The guardians of the oracles gov
erned certain inner forces connected with fire and 
other elements. They might be called magicians. 
What supersensible knowledge and force they had 
retained as a heritage from ancient times was 
certainly slight in comparison with man's powers 
in the remote past. But it nevertheless took all 
kinds of forms, from noble arts, the only object of 
which was the welfare of humanity, down to the 
most reprehensible transactions. 

The Lucifer influence held sway over these 
people in a peculiar manner. It had brought 
them into connection with everything which 
diverts mankind from the purposes of those 
exalted beings who alone would have guided human 
evolution. had not the Luciferian influence inter
posed. Even those members of the race who 
were still gifted with some remains of the old 
clairvoyant condition, described above as a state 
intermediate between sleeping and waking, felt 
themselves powerfully attracted by the lower 
beings of the spiritual world. In order to counter
act these characteristic qualities it was necessary 
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that a spiritual impulse should be given, to the 
nation. A leader was sent to it, by the guardian 
of the Mysteries of the Sun oracle, f\·om the same 
source from which the spiritual life of ancient 
India proceeded. 

The leader of ancient Persian civilization, who 
was sent by the guardian of the Sun oracle to the 
nation now under consideration, may be desig
nated by the same name as the historical Zara
thustra, or Zoroaster. Only the fact must be 
emphasized that the personality indicated belongs 
to a much earlier period than the historical pos
sessor of the name. In this connection it is not 
a question of outer historical research, but of 
spiritual knowledge. And any one who instinc
tively thinks of a later time in connection with the 
bearer of the name Zarathustra may reconcile 
this idea with occult science on learning that 
the historical character represents himself as a 
successor of the first great Zarathustra, whose 
name he took, and in the spirit of whose teaching 
he worked. 

The impulse which Zarathustra had to give 
to his people consisted in his showing them that 
the physical world of sense is not merely the 
lifeless material, devoid of spirit, which it appears 
to a man who gives himself up exclusively to the 
influence of the Lucifer nature. To this· nature 
man owes his personal independence and sense of 
freedom; but these should work within him in 
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harmot~y with that spiritual nature which is their 
opposite. With the pre-historic Persians it was 
a question of-keeping alive the sense of this last
named spiritual-nature. Through their affection 
for the physical world of sense ~hey were threat
ened with complete absorption into the Luciferian 
beings. Now Zarathustra, through the guardian 
of the Sun oracle, had received such an Initia
tion as enabled him to receive the revelations of 
the great Sun-spirits. . In particular states of his 
consciousness, brought about by his training, he 
was able to see the leader of the Sun-spirits, who, 
as described above, had taken under his protec
tion the human etheric body. 

Zarathustra knew that this spirit directs the 
course of human evolution, but that he must 
first, at a certain time, descend to earth out of 
cosmic space. For this purpose it was necessary 
that he should be able to live in a human astral 
body, just as, since the incoming of the Lucifer 
nature, he had worked in the etheric body. It 
was therefore necessary that a man should appear 
who had transformed the astral body back again 
up to such a level as it would have reached with
out Lucifer at a certain period in the past (the 
middle of the Atlantean evolution). Had Lucifer 
not appeared, man would certainly have attained 
this le"el before, but without personal independ
ence or the possibility of freedom. Now, how
ever, in spite of those qualities he was again to 
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nse to this height. Zarathustra, when e~1dowed 
with prophetic vision, could see that in time to 
come a personality would be po~sible, within 
human evolution, who would have a suitab]e 
astral body for the purpose. But he also knew 
that the great Sun-spirit would not appear on 
earth before that time, though he could he per
ceived by a seer in the spiritual part of the 
Sun. By directing his seer's gaze to the Sun, 
Zarathustra was able to see this spirit, whom he 
proclaimed to his people. He announced that 
the Sun-spirit v.as at first to he found only in the 
spiritual world, but that later he would. dc:cend 
to earth. 

This was the proclamation of the great Sun
spirit, or Spirit of Light (the aura of the Sun, 
Ahura-mazdao, Orrnuzd). He was revealed to 
Zarathustra and his followers as the spirit who for 
the time being was turning the light of his counte
nance on man from the spiritual world, and who 
might he expected to appear within the human 
race in the future. It was Christ, before his 
appearance on earth, whom Zarathustra pro
claimed as the Spirit of Light. On the other 
hand he represented Ahriman (Angra mainju) 
as a power working injuriously on the life of the 
human soul, if it engrosses that soul completely. 
This power is none other than the one described 
above, which had acqufred special dominion 
over the earth since the betrayal of the Vulcan 
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Mysterit-'S. Together with Lhc message cuncen1ing 
the Light God, Zarathustra proclaimed teachings 
about those s1'iritual beings who are manifested 
to the seer's purified perception as associates of 
the Spirit of Light. These arc in strung contrast 
to the tempters who appeared to the unpurified 
clairvoyance which was left over from the At
]antean period. It had to he made clear to the 
primitive Persians that in man's soul, so far as 
it is concentrated on work an<l struggle in the 
physical \,Vorlcl of sense, a conflict is going on 
between the power of the Light Go<l and his 
adversary. It had also to be shown them how 
man must acL so as not to be engulfed through 
Ahriman, but so as to turn his influence to good 
through the might of the Light Goel. 

The third era of post-Atlantcan civilization 
began among the peoples who finally came 
together in western Asia and northern Africa after 
the migrations. This civilization was developed 
among the Chaldcans, Babylonians, and Assyri
ans on the one hancl, and among the Egyptians 
on the other. In these nations the taste for the 
physical world of sense was developed in a different 
fonn from that which it had taken among the 
Persians. The former had acquired much more 
than other nations of the temper of mind ly
ing at the root of the faculty of thought which 
has arisen since Atlantean times, _that is, the 
gift of reason. Indeed, it was the mission of 
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pnst.-Atlanten11 humanity to df'Yl'lop wit.hiu itself 
thosl' facultit's of tlw snul which it wns possibk 
to acquire through the newly H"\~akene<l powers 
of thought and feeling. These powers can:t,J.Ot 
be directly stimulated from the spiritual world, 
but result from man's observing the sense-world, 
becoming familiar with it, and working upon it. 
ThP conquest of tlw physical world of sense by 
these human faculties must be regarded as the 
mission of post-Atlantean humanity. Step by 
step does that conquest proceed. 

In ancient India, man's attention was already, 
by the constitution of his soul. directed to the 
sense-world: but he still looked upon it as illu
sion, and his spirit turned to the superscnsible 
world. In the Persian nation, on the contrary, 
there sprang up the endeavour to conquer the 
physical world of sense, but the attempt was still 
largely made with those powers of the soul which 
had been left over as an inheritance from the time 
when man could still reach the spiritual world 
directly. Among the peoples of the third epoch 
of civilization, the soul had for the most part 
lost the supersensible faculties. It was obliged 
to seek manifestations of the spiritual in the 
surrounding world of sense, and to continue 
its development by discovering the means of 
civilization existing in that world. Men sought 
to investigate, through the physical world of 
sense, the laws of the spiritual world underlying 
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it, and in this way human sciences arose. Human 
technical skill; artistic work, and the instruments 
and methods of these came about through the 
recognition and use of the forces of the spiritual 
world. To a man of the Chaldaic-Babylonian 
race the sense-world was no longer an illusion 
but a manifestation, in its different kingdoms, 
in mountains and seas, in air and water, of the 
spiritual activity of powers existing behind it, 
whose laws man was ·striving to learn. 

To the Egyptian, the earth was a field of work, 
given to him in a condition which he must, by his 
own powers of intelligence, so transform that it 
should bear the impress of human power. From 
Atlantis, oracle-sanctuaries, originating chiefly 
from the Mercury oracle, had been transplanted 
to Egy1)t. Yet there were others as well,--for 
example, Venus oracles. A new seed of civili
zation was sown in what it was possible, through 
the oracle-sanctuaries, to cultivate in the Egyptian 
nation. This germ proceeded from a great leader 
who had received his training within the Persian 
Zarathustra Mysteries. (He was the reincarnated 
personality of a disciple of the great Zarathustra 
himself.) He ·may be called "Hermes.'' By 
accepting the Zarathustra l\tlysteries he was able 
to find the right way in which to guide the Egyp
tian nation. This nation had so turned its atten
tion to the physical world of sense, during earthly 
life between birth and death, that it was able only 
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to a limited extent to behold directly th~ spirit
world behind phenomena, but ~et recognized 
spiritual laws in the physical world. Thus it 
could not be taught about the spiritual world as 
one with which it could become familiar during 
earth-life. But, on the other hand, it could be 
shown how man will live, in the disembodied state 
after death, with the world of those spirits who, 
during earthly life, appear through their counter
parts in the kingdom of physical sense. 

Hermes taught that man qualifies himself for 
union with spiritual forces after death, in propor
tion as he uses his powers on earth for furthering 
the purposes of those spiritual forces. In partic
ular, those who had worked most zealously in this 
way between birth and death would be united with 
the lofty Sun-spirit, Osiris. On the Chaldaic
Babylonian side of this stream of civilization the 
direction of the human mind toward the physical 
world of sense was more conspicuous than on the 
Egyptian side. The laws of that world were 
investigated, and on the basis of images of sense 
they were observed in spiritual archetypes. Yet 
in many respects the nation remained wedded 
to physical things. Instead of the star-spirit 
the star was put first, and instead of other spirit
ual beings their earthly counterparts were made 
prominent. Only the leaders attained to really 
deep knowledge concerning the laws of the super
sensible world and its connection with the 
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physical." The contrast between the knowledge of 
the Initiates an~ the perverted belief of the people 
asserted itself more strongly in these nations than 
anywhere else. 

Quite different circumstances arose in those 
parts of southern Europe and western Asia where 
the fourth epoch of post-Atlantean civilization 
was unfolded. In harmony with occult science, 
it may be called the Greco-Roman period. De
scendants of peoples iru1abiting the most widely 
distant parts of the older world had met together 
in these countries. Here were oracle-sanctuaries 
which conformed to the various Atlantean oracles; 
here were people with the heritage of the ancient 
clairvoyance as a natural gift, and others who were 
able to acquire it, with comparative ease, by 
training. The traditions of the ancient Initiates 
were not only preserved in special places, but 
worthy successors to them arose, who attracted 
disciples capable of rising to lofty levels of spiritual 
v1s10n. Moreover, these races had within them 
the impulse to create in the sense-world a domain 
in which the spirit should be expressed in physi
cal substance in consummate forms. 

Greek art is, among other things, a result of 
this impulse. It is only necessary to gaze with 
the eye of the spirit upon a Greek temple, in 
order to see that in this marvel of art material 
substance· is so worked upon by man· that it ap
pears in every detail as the expression of spirit. 
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A Greek temple is a "House of the Sp.i.rit." In 
its forms may be perceived what otherwise is 
beheld only by the spiritual eye {of the seer. A 
temple of Zeus (or Jupiter) is so constructed as 
to present to the eye of sense a fitting shrine for 
what the guardian of the Zeus, or Jupiter, In
itiation saw with spiritual vision. And it is the 
same with all Greek art. The wisdom teachings 
of the Initiates flowed in mysterious ways into 
poets, artists, and thinkers. The Mysteries of 
the Initiates are found • again, in the form of 
conceptions and ideas, in the systems of thought 
by which the ancient Greek philosophers inter
preted the universe. The influences of the spir
itual life, the .Mysteries of the Asiatic and 
African sanctuaries of Initiation, flowed into these 
nations and their leaders. The great Indian 
teachers, the associates of Zarnthustra, and the 
followers of Hermes had attracted disciples. 
These, or their successors, thereupon founded 
sanctuaries for Initiation, in which the ancient 
wisdom was revived in a new form. These were 
the Mysteries of the ancient world. Here dis
ciples were prepared for being brought into the 
conditions of consciousness through which they 
might attain vision of the spiritual world.' From 
these sanctuaries of Initiation the Mysteries flowed 
forth to those who cultivated Spiritual Mysteries 

1 More detailed information ab\Jut these Mysteries of the ancient 
world is to be found in my book, Dc,s Christen/um als mystisclie Tatsache. 
More particulars will be given in the last chapter of the present work. 
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in Asia Minor, Greece, and Italy. (Important 
centres of Initiation were formed in the Greek 
world in the <:!>rphic and Eleusinian Mysteries. 
In Pythagoras's school of wisdom the great wis
dom teachings and methods of remote antiquity 
were in force. Pythagoras, on his distant travels, 
had been initiated into the secrets of the most 
various kinds of Mysteries.) 

* * * 
But human life between birth and death in the 

post-Atlantean period had also an influence on 
the disembodied state after death. The more 
man's interests were fixed on the physical world 
of sense, the greater was the possibility of Ahri
man's getting a hold over the soul during earthly 
life and retaining his power over it after death. 
This danger was least among the peoples of 
ancient India, for during earthly life they had felt 
the physical world of sense to be an illusion, and 
hence had eluded the power of Ahriman after 
death. So much the greater was the danger for the 
primitive Persian peoples, who between birth and 
death had fixed their attention, with great interest, 
on the physical world of sense. They would have 
largely fallen a prey to Ahriman's wiles had not 
Zarathustra pointed out, in an impressive way, 
through his teaching concerning the Light God, 
that behind the physical world of sense there exists 
that of the Spirits of Light. In proportion as 
the people of this civilization had been able to 



286 AN OUTLINE OF OCCULT SCIENCE 

receive into their souls something out of the world 
of thought thus created, so far were they able 
to escape Ahriman's clutches durl-ng earthly life, 
and thereby elude him in the life after death, by . 
which they were to be prepared for a new earth-
life. The power of Ahriman in earthly life tends 
to make the physical sense-existence appear to 
be the only one, and thus to bar the way to any 
vista of a spiritual world. His power in the spirit
ual world leads man to complete isolation, and 
to the concentration of all his interest upon him
self. Those who, at the time of death, are in 
Ahriman's power, are born again as egoists. 

It is now possible for occult science to describe 
life between death and a new birth as it really is, if 
the Ahriman influence has been, up to a certain 
point, overcome. It has been so described by the 
writer in other works and in the first chapters of 
this book, and it must be so described if it is to be 
made clear what can be experienced by man in 
this mode of existence, if he has attained to pure 
spiritual vision of what has really taken place. 
The degree in which the individual makes this 
experience is dependent on the extent to which he 
has overcome the Ahriman influence. 

:Man is approaching nearer and nearer to what 
it is possible for him to become in the spiritual 
world. How his progress may be interfered with 
by other influences must be clearly grasped in our 
present review of the course of human evolution. 
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Hermrts saw to it that the people of the Egyptian 
nation should prepare, during earthly life, for 
communion wilh the Spirit of Light. But because 
at that time human interests between birth and 
death were already so constituted that it was only 
possible to see in a slight degree through the veil of 
physical sense, the spiritual vision of the soul after 
death was also troubled. Perception of the world 
of light remained dim. 

The obscuration of the spiritual world after 
death reached a climax in the souls who passed 
into the disembodied state out of a body belonging 
to the Greco-Roman civilization. During their 
earthly life they had brought to perfection the 
cultivation of the physical sense-existence, and 
had thus condemned themselves to a shadowy 
existence after death. Hence the Greek felt 
life after death to be a shadowy existence, and it 
is not mere rhetoric but the realization of truth 
when the hero of that time, who is given up to the 
life of sense, says, "Better a beggar on earth than 
a king in the realm of shades.'' All this was still 
more marked in those Asiatic peoples who had 
fixed their attention with veneration and worship 
on material images instead of on their spiritual 
archetypes. A large proportion of mankind was 
in this condition at the time of the Greco-Roman 
era of civilization. It can be seen how man's 
mission i,n post-Atlantean times, whiGh consisted 
in the conquest of the physical world of sense, 
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must necessarily conduce to estrangement from 
the spiritual world. Thus does greatness in one 
respect necessarily involve deteriora'c.ion in another. 

:Man's connection with the spiritual world w;as 
kept alive in the Mysteries. Through these the 
Initiates, in special states of the soul, were able to 
receiT1c revelations from that world. They were 
more or less the successors of the guardians of the 
Atlantean oracles. To them was revealed what 
had been hidden through the interposition of 
Lucifer and Ahriman. Lucifer concealed from 
man what had flowed in from the spiritual world 
upon the human astral body, without its cocpera
tion, up to the middle of the Atlantean period. 
Had the etheric body not been partially separated 
from the physical body, man would have been able 
to experience within himself this part of the 
spiritual world as an inner revelation to his soul. 
As a result of Lucifer' s interference, this could 
be done only in special states of the soul. At 
those times a spiritual world appeared to man in 
the guise of the astral. The corresponding spirit
ual beings manifested themselves in forms which 
embodied only the higher principles of human 
nature, and in those principles the symbols of the 
particular spiritual forces were astrally visible. 
Superhuman forms were manifested in this way. 

After the interposition of Ahrirnan, another kind 
of Initiation was added to this one. Ahriman 
concealed everything in the spiritual world which 
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would have appeared behind physical sense-per
ception, had he not intervened from the middle 
of the Atlantd1n period onward. The Initiates 
of ,the Mysteries owed the revelation of what he 
had kept hidden to the circumstance that they 
were exercising within their souls all those faculties 
which man had: gained since that time, and were 
exercising them to a degree Lcyond what is neces
sary for obtaining impressions of the life of physi
cal sense. Thus there v,·ere revealed to them the 
spiritual powers lying behind the forces of nature. 
They could speak of spiritual beings behind nature. 
Th~ creative powers working in nature-forces 
were unveiled to them. That part of Saturn, 
the Sun, and the old Moon which had gone on 
working, and had formed the physical, etheric, 
and astral bodies of man, as well as the mineral, 
vegetable, and animal kingdoms, was what formed 
the content of one kind of Mysteries, that is, 
those which Ahriman kept concealed. What had 
led to the sentient, rational, and self-conscious 
souls, and had been hidden from man by Lucifer, 
was revealed in the second kind of Mysterie3. 

But what the Mysteries could only prophesy 
was that in the fulness of time a man would appear 
possessing an astral body which, despite Lucifer, 
could become conscions of the light-world of the 
Sun-spirit, through the ethcric body, apart from 
any special condition of the soul. And the physi
cal body of that human being would necessarily 

20 
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be such that everything would be manifest to 
it in the spiritual world which it is possible for 
Ahriman, up to the time of phtsical death, to 
conceal. Physical death could bring no change 
into the life of such a being, that is to say, could 
have no power over his life. The ego so comes 
into manifestation in him that the entire spiritual 
nature is comprehended within the physical life. 
Such a being is the vehicle of the Spirit of Light, 
up to whom the Initiate ascends from two direc
tions, being led, in special conditions of the soul, 
either to the Spirit of the Superhuman or to that 
behind the forces of nature. vVhen the Initiates 
of the Mysteries foretold the appearance, in the 
fulness of time, of such a human being, they were 
prophets of the Christ. 

A personality arose, as the special prophet 
of this manifestation to come, within 'a nation 
which possessed through natural inheritance the 
qualities of the peoples of western Asia, and 
through education the learning of the Egyptians. 
This was the Hebrew nation, and the prophet was 
Moses. The influences of Initiation had entered 
so deeply into his soul that in certain states of 
consciousness there was revealed to him the 
spirit who had undertaken, in regular course of 
evolution, to shape human consciousness from 
the !vfoon. In thunder and lightning Moses 
realized not merely physical phenomena but 
manifestations of this spirit. At the same time 
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the other kind of Mysteries had influenced his 
soul, so that he was able to distinguish, in astral 
vision, how tfie superhuman becomes human by 
IlJ.eans of the ego. Thus, from two directions, he 
who was to come was revealed to Moses as the 
highest form of the ego. 

And in Christ the lofty Sun-spirit appeared 
in human form as the great ideal for human life 
on earth. At his coming, all mystery-wisdom 
had in some respects t0 take a new form. Up to 
that time this wisdom had existed exclusively for 
the purpose of inducing man to put himself into 
a condition of soul in which he would be able 
to view the kingdom of the Sun-spirit outside 
earthly evolution. Henceforth it was the mission 
of Mystery teaching to make man capable of 
recogni~ing in the Christ, incarnate in human 
nature, the original principle of being. From this 
central point of all wisdom, man was enabled 
to understand the natural and spiritual worlds. 1 

At that point in his life at which the astral body 
of Christ Jesus contained everything which it is 
possible for the Lucifer influence to conceal, he 
came forward as the teacher of humanity. From 
that moment there was implanted in human 
earthly evolution the faculty for a8sirnilating that 
wisdom by means of which the physical goal of 
the earth may gradually be reached. At the . 

1What there is to be saiu further on this subject will be given in a 
later chapter clealing with supcrscnsible knowledge. 
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moment when the event of Golgotha was.accom
plished, human nature was endowed with another 
faculty, that by which Ahriman's influence may 
be turned to good. Henceforth man was able \o 
take with him through the gate of death that 
which saves him from isolation in the spiritual 
world. What happened in Palestine was the 
central point not on]y of human physical evolution 
but also of the other worlds to which man belongs; 
and when the ":Mystery of Golgotha" had been 
accomplished, when the "death of the cross" had 
been endured, Christ appeared in that world 
where souls sojourn after death, and set limits to 
the power of Ahriman. From that moment the 
region which the Greeks had called the '' realm of 
shades" was illuminated by spiritual light, which 
showed its inhabitants that the darkness was no 
longer to continue. What had been gained for 
the physical world by the ".Mystery of Golgotha" 
cast light also into the spiritual world. 

Up to this event, human post-Atlantean evolu
tion had been a time of ascent in the physical 
world of sense, but of descent as far as the spiritua] 
world was concerned. Everything which flowed 
into the sense-world proceeded from what had 
been in the spiritual world from remote ages. 
Since the coming of Christ, those who attain to 
the Mystery of Christ are able to take with them 
into the spiritual what they have won in the 
physical world. And from the spiritual world 
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it thett flows back again into the earthly world 
of sense, sin'T. reincarnated souls, on reentering 
life, bring with them what they have gained 
through the Christ impulse in the spiritual world 
between death and a new birth. 

What flowed into human evolution in conse
quence of the coming of Christ worked in it like 
a seed. Little by little does a seed mature. 
Only a very limited proportion of the profound 
depths of the new wisdom has up to the present 
time flowed into physical existence. This exist
ence is only now at the beginning of Christian 
evolution, which during the periods successively 
following on the coming of Christ, has only 
been able to disclose as much of its inner nature 
as individuals and nations were capable of receiv
ing, and as their power of thought was able to 
realize. The first form into which this essence 
of Christianity could be poured may be described 
as a comprehensive ideal of life. As such it was 
opposed to those forms of life which had been 
developed in post-Atlantean humanity. The con
ditions operating in human evolution since the 
re-population of the earth in the Lemurian period 
have been described above. In accordance with 
these conditions, the souls of human beings are 
descended from various spirits who were incar
nated, {rom other worlds, in the bodily descendants 
of the ancient Lemurians. The various races of 
man are a consequence of this fact; and the most 
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diverse vital interests appeared in these reincar
nated souls, as a result of their Karma. As long 
as all this was being worked out, t'1.ere could be 
no ideal of "universal humanity." Human natm;e 
originated in unity, but earthly evolution up to the 
present time has led to division. In the person 
of Christ an ideal is given which opposes every 
idea of separation, for in the man who bears the 
name of Christ there lives the lofty Sun-spirit 
in whom every human ego finds its first cause. 
The Hebrew nation still felt itself to be a nation, 
and each individual Jew to be a member of that 
nation. ·when once the mere idea was appre
hended that in Christ Jesus there lives the ideal 
human being on whom the conditions of separa
tion have no effect, Christianity became the ideal 
of universal brotherhood. The feeling t;hat the 
inmost ego of each human being has the same 
origin, overstepped the bounds of all separate 
interests and private relationships. (The mutual 
Father of the human race appears beyond all 
earthly progenitors. "I and the Father are 
one.") 

In the fourth, fifth, and sixth centuries after 
Christ, the era of civilization in which we are still 
living was being prepared. It was gradually 
to break up the fourth, or Greco-Roman civili
zation. It is the fifth post-Atlantean period. The 
races which, after many wanderings and the most 
varied fortunes, became the vehicles of this new 
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civilizat:ion were descendants of those Atlanteans 
who had rem,ined less affected than others by 
what had meanwhile been going on during the 
four preceding periods of civilization. They had 
not penetrated into the countries in which those 
respective civilizations took root. On the con
trary, they had, in their way, handed on Atlantean 
forms of civilization. There were many among 
them who had retained in a high degree the 
inheritance of the ancient dim clairvoyance, the 
state described above as intermediate between 
sleeping and waking. Such people knew the 
spiritual world from their own experience, and 
could reveal to their fellow-men what takes place 
there. Thus there sprang up a great number of 
narratives of spiritual beings and events, and the 
national. treasures of legends and sagas had their 
origin in spiritual experiences of this kind. For 
the dim clairvoyance lasted on, in many people, 
into times not far removed from the present. 
There were other people who, although they had 
lost clairvoyance, nevertheless developed the facul
ties they acquired for use in the physical world 
of sense, in accordance with feelings and emotions 
which corresponded to clairvoyant experiences. 
And even the Atlantean oracles had their succes
sors in the new civilization. 

There· were everywhere Mysteries, but in them 
the Mystery of Initiation was most cultivated, 
which leads to the unveiling of that part of the 
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spirit-world which Ahriman keeps hidd~n. The 
spiritual powers existing behind the forces of 
nature were here revealed. In the mythologies 
of European nations are contained the remnap.ts 
of what the Initiates of these :Mysteries were able 
to disclose to men. It is true that these mythol
ogies also contain the other kind of mystery, 
although in a more imperfect form than that in 
which the Southern and Eastern Mysteries pos
sessed it. Superhuman beings were also known 
in Europe, but they were seen to be in perpetual 
conflict \Vith the associates of Lucifer. And the 
Light God too was proclaimed, but in such a 
form that it was doubtful ·whether he would over
come Lucifer. On the other hand, these l'viysteries 
\Vere illuminated by the appearance of the future 
form of the Christ. Of him it was af}-nounced 
that his kingdom would break up the kingdom of 
that other Light God. 1 

From such influences as these, there came about 
a cleavage in the soul of the people of the fifth 
epoch of civilization which still continues, and is 
manifest in the most diverse phenomena. The 
soul had not retained from ancient times a suffi
ciently strong attraction toward spiritual things 
to enable it to hold fast the connection between 
the worlds of spirit and sense. The attraction 
existed only as a training of feeling and ·emotion, 

1All '>aga~ c;rmecrning the twilight of the g,Jds, an,I ;imilar tracli
tions, hr,rl th,:ir (,rigin in this knowledge of the Mystrrics in Europe. 
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not as direct vision of the spiritual world. On 
the other hancl, man's gaze was more and more 
directed toward the woi:ld of sense, and the 
co1.1.quest of that world; and the intellectual 
powers which had been awakened in the last part 
of the Atlantean period, all those human powers 
of which the physical brain is the instrument, 
were concentrated upon the sense-world, and on 
gaining knowledge of and mastery over it. Two 
worlds, so to speak, were developed within man. 
One is directed toward the lifo of physical sense; 
the other is susceptible to the manifestations of the 
spirit in such a way as to permeate the spirit with 
feeling and emotion, though without intuitive 
v1s1on. The tendency to this cleavage of soul was 
already existing when the teaching concerning the 
Christ was introduced into various European 
countries. 

This message from the spiritual world was 
received into men's hearts, and feeling and emotion 
became permeated with it; but it was not possible 
to bridge the gulf between this state of soul and 
what human intelligence, concentrated on the 
sense-world, was investigating in the sphere of 
physical existence. \Vhat is nuw known as the 
contradiction between external science and spir
itual knowledge is merely a consequence of this 
fact. Tlie Christian mysticism of Eckhart, Tauler, 
and other's is a result of the permeation of feeling 
and e1:11otion by Christianity. Science directed 
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exclusively on the world of sense, and the effects 
of science on life, are the resul\ of the other 
tendency of the soul, and all achievements in the 
sphere of outer material civilization are due to tbe 
divergence of the two tendencies. Since those 
human faculties of which the brain is the instru
ment were concentrated exclusively on physical 
life, they were able to reach that pitch of perfec
tion which makes contemporary science, technical 
arts, and other forms of mental life possible. 
Such a material civilization could originate only 
among the nations of Europe, for they are those 
descendants of Atlantean ancestors who only con
verted their bent toward the physical world of 
sense into faculty, when it had reached a certain 
degree of maturity. Previously they had allowed 
it to lie dormant, and had lived on what, was left 
them of Atlantean clairvoyance and on the com
munications of their Initiates. While mental 
culture was outwardly quite given up to these 
influences, there slowly ripened the desire for the 
material conquest of the world. 

Nevertheless, the dawn of the sixth post-Atlan
tean era of civilization is already at hand, for 
what is to arise at a certain time in human evolu
tion ripens slowly in the preceding age. What 
it is now possible to develop in its early beginnings 
is the discovery of the thread binding· together 
the two tendencies of human nature, that toward 
material civilization and that toward life in the 
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spiritual' world. For this it is necessary that, 
on the one hapd, the results of spiritual vision 
should be understood; on the other, that the 
m~nifestations of the spirit should be recognized 
in the observations and experiences of the sense
world. The sixth period of civilization will bring 
the harmony between these two to full perfection. 

We have now reached a point in our studies at 
which they may pass from the consideration of 
the past to that of the future. But it is better 
that this outlook should be preceded by an 
account of the knowledge which has been attained 
concen1ing the higher world and Initiation. After
wards a survey of the future, as far as is possible 
within the limits of this work, will be briefly 
added. 

In the explanation of the effect of the Christ
being on human evolution, only the more external 
aspect has been described. The inner side will be 
dealt with in the account of Initiation. 



CHAPTER V 

THE PERCEPTION OF HIGHER WORLDS 
r. 

(Concerning Initiation) 

AT his present stage of development, man 
ordinarily lives between birth and death 
in three conditions of the soul: those. of 

waking, of sleeping, and again, between these two, 
in that of the dream state. It is my intention to 
allude briefly to this latter state in a subsequent 
portion of this book. For the present, however, 
we will content ourselves with taking a survey of 
life under its two chief alternating conditions, 
those of waking and of sleeping. 

Cognizance of higher worlds is obtaine<,l by man 
when, in addition to sleeping and waking, he 
attains to yet a third soul-state. While awake 
the soul is given up, as it were, to the impressions 
of the senses, and to such concepts as are excited 
by sense-impressions. During sleep, however, not 
only is sense-impression latent, but the soul itself 
loses its consciousness, the events of the day being 
merged in an ocean of unconsciousness. 

Let us now imagine that the soul might become 
conscious during sleep, even if sense-impressions 
were absent, as is the case under conditions of 
deep sleep. Even the memory of the day's 
happenings would not be present. Yet, would 

300 
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the soul' then find itself in a state of vacuity? 
Would it be i~apable of having any experiences? 
This is a question that can only be answered if 
th~ conditions under discussion can actually be 
set up·. If the soul is capable of experiencing 
anything, even when sense-experience and recollec
tion of such experiences are lacking, then would 
that soul, so far as the external world is concerned, 
be" asleep"; and yet the soul would not be asleep, 
but awake to an actual world. 

This is a condition of consciousness which can 
be brought about by those who follow the direc
tions given them by occult science and who apply 
the same to their soul's experience. And every
thing the soul may communicate about those 
worlds which transcend the senses, has been dis
covered under similar conditions of consciousness. 

In the foregoing portions of this book certain 
communications have been made as to the higher 
worlds; and in the following pages as much as may 
be said in such a book will be told as to the means 
by which the condition of consciousness requisite 
for such studies may be acquired. 

Only in one way does this state of consciousness 
resemble that of sleep; and this is in the fact that 
owing to it all outward activity of the senses 
ceases, and all thoughts, such as might be aroused 
by the • action of the senses, likewise vanish. 
But whereas, in ordinary sleep, the soul is without 
the p9wer requisite for conscious experience, it is 
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this very power that the aforesaid stat~ of con
sciousness is to place in its posseSiSion. And, by 
its aid, capacity is given to the soul that will 
enable it to be alive to such experiences as, uncler 
the ordinary conditions of life, can be brought 
about only by the action of the senses. The 
awakening of the soul to such a higher state of 
consciousness is called Initiation. 

The methods of initiation lead man away from 
the state of ordinary day-consciousness into a 
condition of the soul during which he makes use 
of spiritual organs of observation. The embryos 
of these organs are dormant in each soul, and for 
their development require cultivation. Now it 
may come to pass that a person at some definite 
point of his earthly career makes the discovery 
for himself of the development of these higher 
organs within his soul, and in such cases we have 
to do with a kind of self-awakening. Such a 
person will become conscious of a change affecting 
his entire being; his soul's experiences will have 
been enriched beyond measure. He will then 
find that no experience gained in the exterior 
world has at any time possessed the power of so 
spiritualizing and satisfying his condition of 
being, of suffusing it with such a sense of inner 
warmth, as does this experience to which he has 
now obtained access, invisible though it be to the 
physical eye and ·eluding the physical touch. 
From this spiritual world, power, and a se.nse of 
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ljfe's seourity, will flow in upon him, strengthening 
his will. • 

There are instances· of such self-initiation; but 
tr.ey should not give rise to the belief that the only 
right course is to wait for the coming of such self
initiation, and to abstain from doing aught in the 
way of regular training with a view to bringing 
about initiation. We need not here give further 
space to the subject of self-initiation, for the 
very reason that it fakes place spontaneously, 
as it were, and without regard to rules of any 
kind whatsoever. 

What we have here to consider is how training 
may develop those rudimentary organs of the soul 
destined as instruments for the higher perception. 
Those who do not feel themselves specially impelled 
toward doing something for their own develop
ment may easily say that man stands under the 
guidance of spiritual powers, that such guidance 
should therefore not be interfered with, and that 
the moment deemed by those powers the right 
one for revealing to the soul another world should 
be awaited in patience. Indeed, persons who are 
of this opinion are inclined to deem it a kind of 
presumption, or unjustifiable curiosity, for any 
one to interfere with the wisdom of such spiritual 
guidance. 

Such ·as are of this way of thinking will change 
their opinion only if some other mode of presenting 
the ~ase makes a sufficiently strong impression on 
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them. If they were to say to themselves, ~'Yonder 
wise guidance has endowed me with certain fac
ulties, and has done so not that I should let them 
be idle but rather that I should use them. Inde~d, 
the very wisdom of such guidance lies in the fact 
of its having placed in me the rudiments of those 
organs necessary for the higher state of con
sciousness. I can, therefore, rightly comprehend 
this guidance only when I regard it as my duty to 
do everything in my power that may serve to 
bring such rudimentary growths to their proper 
development." Should such thoughts make a 
sufficiently strong impression on the mind, douots 
as to the rightfulness of such training for the 
attainment of the higher consciousness will dis
appear. 

There is, it is true, another scruple which may 
arise in the mind with regard to such schooling. 
A person might say to himself: "This develop
ment of the inner faculties of the soul means a dire 
invasion of man's most hidden sanctuary. It 
involves a certain change of the entire human 
being: the means of such a change cannot be 
evolved by any ordinary procedure of thought, 
for the manner in which such higher worlds are 
attained can be known only to those to whom the 
path has become visible by reason of experience. 
If, therefore, I turn to such a one, I am allowing 
him to exercise his influence over the innermost 
sanctuary of my soul.'' Arty one given to this 
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attitude.of mind will hardly find it reassuring if 
the means for inducing such states of higher 
consciousness ~re imparted to him in book form. 
Fnr it is not a question of receiving communica
tions either verbally or from some person who, 
having the knowledge, has set the same down in 
a book to which we have access. Now there are 
people possessing a knowledge of the rules for 
developing the spiritual_.organs of perception who 
are of opinion that these rules ought not to be 
entrusted to a book. These people for the most 
p?'rt look upon the communication of certain 
truths relating to the spiritual world as inad
missible. But this view must be characterized 
as in a certain sense out of date in view of the 
present stage of human evolution. It is true 
that th~ communication of the ntles referred to 
can be made only up to a certain point. Yet 
what is imparted leads so far that one who applies 
it to his soul-life makes such progress in ·know
ledge that he is able to go on by himself. The way 
then leads onward in a manner of which a true 
idea can be gained only through what has been 
previously experienced. From all these facts 
scruples may arise about the path to spiritual 
knowledge. 

Such doubts as have here been brought for
ward vanish as soon as we clearly apprehend the 
nature 0£ a process of development for which, in 
our present generation, the school of tr~ining here 

. . 
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inculcated is more particularly adaptoo.. This 
method is here to be spoken of, while other schools 
will also be briefly referred to. 

The training now to be dealt with places in the 
hand of him who may possess the will to undertake 
his own higher development, such means as will 
enable him to set about that work of transforma
tion. Any questionable encroachment on the 
personality of the student would only then be 
possible, should the teacher proceed to carry out 
the change by methods which withdraw the 
consciousness of the pupil. But no true teacher 
of occult science in our day would make use of 
any such method, by which, indeed, the pupil 
would be reduced to a blind tool. The teacher 
gives his pupil instructions as to the rules of 
conduct he is to pursue, and he leaves it to the 
pupil to carry them out. At the same time, 
should the case seem to demand it, the teacher 
does not withhold the reasons justifying these 
rules of conduct. 

The acceptance of the rules, and their applica
tion by a person seeking spiritual development, 
need not be a matter of blind belief. Such a 
belief ought to be quite out of the question in this 
sphere. One who studies the nature of the human 
soul as far as it can be followed by ordinary self
observation, without occult training, may, after 
accepting the rules recommended by ' spiritual 
training, ask himself, "How do these rul~s act 
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in the life of the soul?" This question may be 
satisfactorily answered, before any training, by a 
dispassionate use of common sense. Before these 
n.Jes are ·adopted, true conceptions may be gained 
as to the way in which they operate. Of course 
the process can be experienced only during training, 
but even then the experience will always be 
accompanied by an understanding of the expe
rience, if each step that is to be taken is tested 
by sound judgment. And for the present, true 
spiritual science will only suggest such rules for 
training as can be vindicated by sound judgment. 
Those who have the will to surrender to these 
conditions of confidence only, and who by no 
manner of predisposing prejudice are inclined to 
surrender in blind faith, will find all doubts pass 
from t!-iem, and objections brought against a 
regular course of training with the aim of attaining 
to higher states of consciousness will no longer 
disturb them. 

Even such people as may have arrived at this 
state of inward maturity,- a maturity which 
sooner or later would lead to the self-awakening 
of these spiritual organs of perception,-even for 
such as these, training is by no means superfluous. 
On the contrary, training is specially adapted for 
them. For there are but few cases in which 
personal initiation has not to travel along tortuous 
and devious ways, and training spares them the 
trav~rsing of such by-paths, leading them forward 



l t may easily happen that such a soul possesses 
a certain dim intuition of its own ripeness, and by 
reason of this very feeling may assume an attitude 
of disinclination toward training. A feeling of 
this kind may be the result of a certain degree of 
pride, which refuses to place confidence in a 
teacher. Then again, a special degree of soul
development may, in some persons, lie concealed 
up to a particular age, only then revealing itself, 
and in such cases training may be the very means 
needed to call forth its appearance. Should the 
person then hold aloof from such training, it may 
then be that the power will remain dormant 
during that term of life, and only reassert itself in 
the course of future incarnations. 

* * * The uplifting to a higher state of consciousness 
can only proceed from a condition of ordinary 
waking day-consciousness. It is in this conscious
ness that the soul lives prior to its uplifting, and 
training will endow it with the means which lead 
to a transcending of such consciousness. The 
training to be first noticed advises in the first 
instance such measures as may still be taken 
during ordinary waking c;onsciousness. • Indeed, 
those methods which are. the most significant 
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consist in quiet acts performed by the soul. This 
requires that the soul should give itself up to 
particular conceptions, and these conceptions are 
sttch as are able by their very nature to exercise 
an awakening power over certain hidden faculties 
of the inner nature of man. They thereby differ 
from those conceptions of the waking daily life, 
the object of which, in the first instance, is of 
another kind, namely, t:1at of presenting external 
objects. The more faithfully they present these 
things, the truer they are. It is, indeed, in 
accordance with their nature that they should 
be true in this sense, but this is not the mission 
of those conceptions which the soul is to con
sider, when its object is the pursuit of spiritual 
training; and they are therefore so formed as 
not to present anything external, having rather 
within themselv.es the power to act upon the soul. 
These presentments are emblematic, or symbolic. 

Yet other conceptions may be used. For it 
does not depend at all on what the conceptions 
contain, but solely on the fact that the soul puts 
forth all its powers in order not to have anything 
in the consciousness except the conception in 
question. Whereas, in the ordinary life of the 
soul, its forces are divided among many things and 
the · conceptions rapidly change, the important 
point irl spiritual training is the concentration of 
the wh6le inner life on one conception. And 
this ~onception must be voluntarily brought to 
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the centre of the consciousness. Symbruic con
ceptions are better than those which reflect outer 
objects or events, because the latter are in touch 
with the outer world, and the soul has to depend 
less on itself than in the case of symbolic con
ceptions, formed out of its own inner energy. 
The chief object at which to aim is the intensity 
of the force to be exercised by the· soul. It is not 
what is before the soul that is essential, but the 
greatness of the effort and the length of time dur
ing which it is concentrated on one conception. 
Strength ascends from unknown depths of the 
soul, from which it is drawn up by concentration 
on one conception. Occult science contains many 
such, all of which have been proved to possess the 
power alluded to above. 

The important thing is to apply these conc;:eptions 
in the right manner. This is accomplished by 
the practice of so-called withdrawing, or medita
tion. But a certain kind of this inner absorp
tion has first to be considered in connection 
with symbolical conceptions, and we are enabled 
more readily to grasp this mode of meditation 
when we begin by recalling to the soul the con
ception of some memory. Say, for instance, that 
we allow the eye to rest on a tree, and then tum 
away from the object so that it is no longer 
presented to our sight; we shall, nevertheless, 
be able to retain the image. of the tree in the soul. 
Now this image or concep~ion of the tree which 
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we have. when it is no longer in sight, is a recol
lection of the tree. We will then take it that this 
recollection is retained in the soul, and allow 
the soul to repose, as it were, in this recollection, 
taking care to exclude all other conceptions from 
the memory. The soul then dwells in that 
memory-conception of the tree, and we then have 
to do with the withdrawal of the soul into a con
ception. Yet this conception is the impression 
of an actual thing conceived through the senses, 
and for this reason it cannot, in the sense above 
specified, be qualified to be an instrument for 
awakening the faculties of the soul. If, however, 
the same process is entered upon, selecting instead 
one of those conceptions which have already been 
tested by occult science, one then becomes able 
by degrees to attain this result. 

One example only of meditation based upon a 
symbolical conception shall now be placed before 
the reader. Such a conception must first be built 
up in the soul, and this may be done in the fol
lowing manner. We may think of a plant, calling 
to mind how it is rooted in the ground, the way 
in which leaf after leaf shoots forth, until finally 
the blossom, too, unfolds. And then we may 
imagine a human being placed beside this plant, 
and we call up in our soul the thought that this 
being has qualities and characteristics which, 
when compared with those or" the plant, will be 
found . to be more perfect. We dwell on the fact 
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that this being is able to move here and there, 
according to his· will and his desires, while the 
plant remains stationary, rooted in the soil. 

Then, however, it may be said: "Man certainly 
has attained to a higher stage of perfection than 
the plant, yet I can call to mind qualities in man 
which are not present in the plant, the absence of 
which, indeed, seems in a certain way to make 
the plant more perfect than man. Man is full of 
passions and desires, and these he follows in his 
actions. I can take count of errors committed 
by reason of his impulses and his passions, whereas 
in the plant I may note how the pure law of its 
growth is passed on from leaf to leaf, and how 
the passionless blossom opens its petals to the 
pure rays of the sun." Then I can say: "Man 
is possessed of certain faculties which excer,d those 
of the plant, but he has attained these at the 
cost of allowing his impulses, passions, and 
desires to commingle in his being with the purer 
forces I seem to recognize in the plant." And 
then I call to mind the green sap flowing through 
the plant, and conceive it to be the expression 
of the pure and passionless law of growth. Next 
I call to mind the red blood as it courses through 
the veins of man, and recognizing this as expressive 
of man's instincts, of his passions and desires, I 
construct from aU these things an intense and 
powerful thought within my soul. I then ponder 
on man's capacity for development; I conceive 
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how his . .very instincts, passions, and desires may 
be purged and cleansed by the higher faculties of 
his soul; and I meditate on how the dross in such 
qu,alities is driven out, the qualities themselves 
being, as it were, reborn upon a higher plane, so 
that the blood may finally be called to mind as 
the expression of passion and desire, cleansed and 
purified. 

Now I gaze in spirit on the rose, saying to my
self: 11 In the red juice of the rose is the erstwhile 
green sap of the plant-now changed to crimson 
-and the red rose follows the same pure, passion
less laws of growth as docs the green leaf." Thus 
the red of the rose may offer me a symbol of a kind 
of blood which is the expression of cleansed im
pulses and passions, purged of all lower elements, 
and resembling in their purity the forces working 
in the red rose. This thought I seek not only to 
bring home to my intelligence but to vivify in 
my feelings; and I may experience a sensation of 
bliss if I conceive the purity and passionless nature 
of the growing plant, while I can produce in myself 
the feeling that certain higher perfections must be 
purchased through the possession of passions and 
desires. Here, then, is a thought that can trans
form the soul's blissful feeling just conceived 
into a more serious feeling, while in its wake a 
sensation· of liberating happiness may_ stir within 
me, if I yield to this thought of the red blood that 
can thus become the vehicle of inward and pure 
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experiences, even as is the case with the.red juice 
of the rose. But all depends upon not entering 
upon this line of thought, requisite for the con
struction of such symbols, without feeling being 
present; and after the trend of these thoughts 
and feelings has been pursued, it is well to trans
form them into the following symbolical con
ception. Imagine before you a black cross, and 
let this stand as the symbol of the annihilated 
lower part of the passions and desires, and then, 
there where the beams of the cross traverse each 
other, imagine seven bright red roses ranged in a 
circle. Those roses are, then, the symbol of that 
blood which is the expression of cleansed and 
purified passions and desires. 1 

This symbolical conception has now to be 
called up before the soul, as has been i~lustrated 
before, by a memory-conception. A conception 
such as this, when it has become the object of 
concentration and meditation, has an awakening 
power, and every other idea must for the time be 
excluded from the mind. This one symbol must 
mentally float before the soul as distinctly as 
possible. 

1lt is a matter of no moment whatever whether the above thoughts 
are warranted or not by any of the views held by natural science. For 
the object is to develop such thoughts about the plant and man as may 
-irrespective of all theories-be gained by the means of simple and 
direct contemplation. Such thoughts are of importance side by side 
with no less significant theoretical presentments of things in the external 
world; and here the thoughts are not adduced in order to prove a fact 
scientifically, but so to construct a symbol that shall pl'ove effective, 
irrespective of whatever objections may be raised by this or that 
person against its construction. 
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It is not without significance that this symbol 
has been introduced as no mere awakening 
presentment, but has been built up from certain 
conceptions touching the nature of plant and man. 
For the effect of such a symbol depends upon the 
fact of its being put together in this definite 
manner, before employing it as an instrument 
for ~editation. Should it be called up without a 
previous process of construction such as has here 
been delineated, the picture must remain cold 
and will be far less effective than if it had by 
previous preparation gathered force wherewith 
to animate the soul. While meditating, however, 
all the preparatory thoughts should not be 
called into the soul, the image alone being allowed 
to float, as if it were alive, before the mind, and 
at the same time the feeling allowed to vibrate 
which has been called into being by the thoughts 
that led up to it. Thus the symbol becomes a 
sign, connected with an inner experience. And 
the dwelling of the soul in this experience is that 
which produces the desired effect. The longer 
the time during which it is possible to do this, 
without other conceptions arising to impose a 
disturbing element, the stronger will be the effect 
of the entire process. 

Nevertheless, it is advisable for the student to 
bestow some extra time, over and above that 
devoted to actual meditation, on repeating the 
building up of . the picture by thoughts and 
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feelings, in the way described abov&, and the 
greater the patience brought to bear in performing 
these acts of repetition, the more important will 
prove the impression made on the soul by ,that 
picture. 1 

A symbol such as has just been described 
represents no external object or entity evolved by 
nature, and for this very reason it possesses a 
quickening power for certain inner faculties. 
Some people might, it is true, object to this, 
saying, "The rosy cross as a whole is of course 
no product of nature; nevertheless, each serarate 
part of it-as, for instance, the black colour and 
the roses-may be perceived by the senses." 
But any one on whom the objection here raised 
tends to act as a disturbing influence should 
remember that it is not the presentatiqn of these 
sense-objects to which the quickening influence of 
the higher faculties of the soul is due, but purely 
the manner in which the conjunction of the 
separate parts has been effected; it is this that is 
productive of the desired result. This conjunction 
does not reproduce anything that is present in the 
world of the senses. 

1 In my explanations of "How to attain Knowledge of the Higher 
Worlds," translated under the title of The Way of Initiation and begin
ning at Chapter II, several other examples of methods of meditation 
are given, and especially efficacious will be found one which deals with 
the coming into being and facling away of a plant; also another may be 
particularly recommende<l, bac;cd on the d(Jrmant formative power 
dwelling in the seed of a plant, an<l others on the form and structure of 
cry~tals, and other substances, but from the abundarft materials for 
meditation presenting themselves I have in this instance selected one 
in order to show the nature of meditation. 
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Such a ,symbol is intended as an example to 
show the process of efficacious meditation for the 
soul. Manifold pictures of this kind are pre
scri};>ed in occult training which arc constructed, 
or built up, according to varying methods. Cer
tain sentences, formulre, and also single words 
may also be given out to the student upon which 
he will have to meditate, and in every case the 
means used have the srune object, namely, that 
of severing the soul from the perception of the 
senses and unfolding in it those slumbering activ
ities to which the impressions of the physical 
senses are without moment or importance-the 
unfolding of those slumbering faculties of the 
soul being alone the all-essential. 

There are, further, meditations the subjects of 
which are the feelings, emotions, and so on. Such 
are found 'to be especially efficacious. Let us take 
the feeling of joy. In the normal course of life 
the soul is prone to experience pleasure when the 
engendering cause is something external. If a 
healthily constituted soul perceives some act 
performed by a person, indicative of the doer's 
goodness of heart, then the soul will assuredly feel 
pleasure at the deed thus perf onned. But the 
soul is further able to reflect upon an act of this 
kind, and can say to itself that an act done from 
sheer kinooess of heart is one in which the doer 
is following the interests of his fellow-creatures 
rather than his own, and such an act may be 
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called morally good. But the soul, while con
templating, may free itself during the conception 
of any particular case in the outer world which 
has given it joy or pleasure, and instead inay 
construct for itself the general idea of goodness of 
heart. It might think, for instance, of how kind
ness of heart might come into being through one 
soul drawing up within itself, as it were, all the 
interests pertaining to some others, making the 
interests of those other souls its own. The soul 
thus meditating is now in a position to rejoice at 
the moral idea of such goodness of heart. 

Here, therefore, we have not the pleasure which 
may be brought about by this or that occurrence 
in the world of the senses, but pleasure in an idea 
as such. And if the student tries to concentrate 
for some space of time upon such joy as is here 
indicated, allowing it to become a living factor 
in his soul, this may be called meditating upon 
a feeling or sentiment. But the potent agent 
here, to which the awakening of the inner facul
ties of the soul is due, is not the idea, but rather 
the sustained sway within the soul of an impres
sion which has not originated in any feeling due 
to external impressions. 

Occult science being in a position to penetrate far 
deeper into the being of things than can be done 
by ordinary presentment, the teacher will be able 
to indicate to the pupil feelings and -sentiments 
which are much more powerful as awakening 
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agents fqr the unfolding of the soul's faculties 
when used as subjects of meditation. Yet, neces
sary as this will be for the higher degrees of 
training, it should be remembered that energetic 

• meditating upon subjects such as kindness of 
heart may carry the student very far on his way. 

The natures of people being so different, it _is 
obvious that for particular individuals special 
methods of training become necessary. As to the 
duration of time to be 9-evoted to meditation, we 
may remind the student that the greater the 
length of time during which he can meditate 
uninterruptedly, the stronger will be the effect 
called forth. But every excess in these matters 
may become injurious. In time, however, the 
student will probably become conscious of a 
certain inward "marking of time"-the result of 
this habitual meditation-which will thus auto
matically indicate the length of time to which 
he is to keep. Those who pursue their studies in 
occult science under the personal guidance of a 
teacher will receive from him precise instruction 
and advice in these particulars. Nevertheless, 
it must be emphatically understood that expe
rienced occultists alone are in a position to impart 
such advice. 

Such exercises in inward concentration will gen
erally require practising for some considerable time 
before the student can become aware of any result. 
What is essential to occult science is patience 
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and perseverance. He \vho is unable to awaken 
these qualities and who cannot pursue his exercises 
with continued quietude, so as to render these 
qualities the fundamental tones, as it were, of _his 
soul, can never expect to make great progress. 

From what has been said above, the reader may 
1mw have gathered that meditation is a means of 
acquiring knowledge of the higher worlds, yet 
that not any subject-matter taken at random is 
productive of this result, but only such as expe
rience gained in occult science has found suitable, 
provided it is carried out in the manner just 
narrated. 

The path here indicated leads in the first place 
to what is called imaginative knowledge, and this 
is the first step toward the higher knowledge. 
Cognizance, dependent on sense-perceptions and 
on the working up of such perceptions by reason, 
which is sense-bound, is, to use the occult term, 
known as "objective cognition." Beyond this 
step rise others, the imaginative stage being, as 
we have said, the first. Now the term "imagina
tion" might conduce to raise suspicion in the minds 
of some, to whom imagination stands for much the 
same as "invention," -for conceptions, in short, 
which lack reality. In occult science, however, 
by "imaginative" must be understood that kind 
of conception that is called into being by the soul 
in its state of higher consciousness: the things 
perceived in this state of consciousness are spiritual 



THE PERCEPTION OF HIGHER WORLDS 32x 

facts, anti spiritual beings, to which the senses 
have no access, and-since this condition of the 
soul is caused by meditating upon symbols, or 
''imaginations''-the sphere to which this con
dition of higher consciousness belongs may be 
termed the imaginative world, and the knowledge 
relating to it, imaginative knowledge. "Imag
inative" stands, therefore, in this sense for that 
which is "actual" in a higher sense than are the 
facts and beings com·:mon to physical sense
perception. 

A very ready objection to the use of the symbolic 
pictures here characterized is that their formation 
encourages dreamy thoughts, which might arise 
from a capricious imagination, and might therefore 
have doubtful consequences. But any such doubts 
are unjustified in the matter of the symbols given 
out by the true occult schools. For the symbols 
are chosen in such a way that they can be looked 
at quite apart from their connection with outer 
sense-reality, and their value is to be found only 
in the power with which they work upon the soul 
when it turns its attention wholly away from the 
outer world, when it suppresses all sense-impres
sions and shuts out every thought to which it 
might be stimulated from without. The process 
of meditation is best demonstrated by comparison 
with sleep: In one aspect it is like the state of 
sleep; in another, the exact opposite of it. It is 
a sleep . which represents a higher state of being 

• 22 
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awake than ordinary waking consciousness. The 
point is that by concentration on the given con
ception or image, the soul is obliged to call up 
much stronger forces out of its own depths than it 
uses in ordinary life or knowledge. Its inner 
activity is thereby enhanced. It becomes de
tached from the body, as it does in sleep; but 
instead of passing, as in the latter case, into 
unconsciousness, it experiences a world it did not 
know before. Although as regards detachment 
from the body this condition may be compared 
with sleep, yet it is such that, compared with 
ordinary waking consciousness, it may be Jenoted 
a more intense waking state. By this means the 
soul learns to know itself in its true, inner, inde
pendent being. But in ordinary life, owing to the 
weaker development of its forces, it is only with the 
help of the body that the soul arrives at self
consciousness, and it therefore does not learn 
to know itself but only sees itself in the image,
a kind of reflected image,-traced of it by the 
body, or, as a matter of fact, by the processes of 
the body. 

Symbols built up in the manner above described 
are not as yet indicative of anything actual 
in the spiritual world, but they serve to detach 
the human soul from sense-observatio~s and from 
that instrument, the brain, to which the reason is 
immediately fettered. This detachment is not 
effected until man is• able to feel: "I run now 
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picturing '\;o myself something by means of powers 
to which neither my senses nor my brain serve as 
the instruments"; and the first thing man thus 
experiences is a sense of freedom from the shackles 
of the physical organs. He is then able to say to 
himself: "My consciousness does not vanish when 
I cease to take cognizance of sense-perceptions and 
of ordinary reasoned thought: I can lift myself 
out of those conditions and can then feel myself 
to be a separate entity 'alongside of that which I 
was before"-and this is the.first of the purely spir
itual experiences: the observation of an ego, a being 
having a soul and spirit nature, which has arisen 
as a new self from out the one that is fettered to the 
physical senses and to physical understanding. 

Had this detachment from the world of the 
senses and from the reason been effected without 
meditation, the person so doing would have lapsed 
into the nothingness of the unconscious state. 
This soul and spirit being was our possession prior 
to meditation also, yet it then lacked the organs 
for the observation of the spirit-world; and it 
might, indeed, have been compared to the physical 
body minus the eye to see-the ear to hear with. 
The strength thus expended in meditation has, 
in fact, been the creative means by which these 
soul and spirit organs have been formed out of a 
previously unorganized soul and spirit entity. 
But this which man thus creates for· himself is 
also the first thing to be perceived by him, the 
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first experience being a kind of self!-cognition. 
It is of the essence of spiritual training that the 
soul, through the self-education it gives itself at 
this point of its development, is • fully consdous 
that it at first perceives itself in the world of images 
(imaginations), which appear as a result of the 
exercises described. It is true that these images 
make their appearance as a new world, but the 
soul must recognize that nevertheless they are at 
first nothing but the reflection of its own being, 
which has been strengthened by the exercises. 
And it must not only recognize this by correct 
reasoning, but must have arrived at such a 
cultivation of the will that it is able at any time 
to put away and obliterate the images from the 
consc10usness. 

The soul must be able to act in, complete 
independence in the presence of the images. This 
is part of true spiritual training at this stage. If 
it could not do this, it would be in the same 
position, in the sphere of spiritual experiences, as 
a soul in the physical world which, on looking at 
an object, has its attention so arrested by it that 
it cannot look away. An exception to this pos
sibility of obliteration is formed by a group of 
inner imaginative experiences which are not to be 
extinguished at this stage of spiritual training. 
They correspond to the inmost kernel of the soul's 
being, and the occult student recognizes in those 
images that which forms the basis of his nature 
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and passes through repeated earthly lives. At 
this point the knowledge of repeated earthly lives 
becomes a real experi.ence. In relation to every
thit.g else the freedom that has been mentioned 
must prevail. And only after acquiring the 
faculty of obliterating experiences is the spiritual 
outer world really approached. What is oblit
erated returns in another form, and is experienced 
as a spiritually outer reality. We experience how, 
out of something indefihite, we spiritually grow 
into something definite. And this self-observation 
has then to proceed onward to a perception of a 
soul and spirit world without. This comes to 
pass when we can order our inner experience after 
the manner to be indicated in the following pages. 

At the outset, the soul of the occult student is 
feeble in all that appertains to a perception of the 
world of soul and spirit; and he will therefore need 
all the inner energy he can muster in order, while 
meditating, to keep a firm hold on the symbo]s 
or other pictures that he has so strenuously built 
up from the suggestions supplied to him by the 
outer world. Should he, however, desire to attain, 
further, to a genuine contemplation of the higher 
world, he }"'ill not alone have to maintain his hold 
on these; he must also, after having done this, be 
able to continue in a condition in which not only 
no influences of the outer world of sense can affect 
the soul, but in which also the imaginary present
ments q.bove characterized shall have been effaced 
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from his consciousness. Then only will -that enter 
the plane of his consciousness that has been 
previously formed by means of meditation. It 
becomes, therefore, a matter of importance that 
there should be an adequate amount of soul-power 
at the student's disposal, so that that which has 
been formed may also be spiritually discerned, 
and may not escape the attention, for this must 
needs be the case where the inward energies are as 
yet but feebly developed. 

That which is here evolved as an organism of 
the soul and spirit, and which should be an 
object of conscious apprehension, is ephemeral 
and tender, and the disturbing influences of the 
outer world of sense, however much we may try to 
exclude them, are nevertheless great. It is not 
merely a question of those disturbances to which 
we are able to pay heed, but far more of those 
which in ordinary life are ever eluding our notice. 
By reason, however, of man's own nature, a cer
tain condition of transition has in this particular 
made possible that which the soul in its waking 
state was powerless to effect, owing to the dis
turbances of the physical world; this it is, in fact, 
capable of achieving during sleep. One who gives 
himself up to serious meditation will, if ~ufficiently 
attentive, become aware of a certain aspect 
wherein his sleep is affected. Such a person will 
feel that while sleeping he is yet not quite asleep, 
but that his soul has periods during which it is 
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active in .. a certain way during sleep. Under 
such conditions natural processes have a deter
rent effect upon the influences of the external 
wor,ld, which the soul is not strong enough to 
ward off of itself. When, however, the habit of 
meditation is beginning to take effect, the soul 
releases itself during sleep from the conditions 
of unconsciousness, and realizes that it is in a 
world of soul and spirit. This can happen in two 
ways: the person m&y, ... while asleep, become 
aware that he is in another world, or he may, 
after awakening, remember that he has been in 
a different world. But to set up the former of 
these two feelings requires the greater degree of 
inner energy, for which reason the second is the 
more common among students in occult train
ing. But it may gradually come to pass that 
the student will become aware of having been 
the whole of the time of his sleep in this other 
world, only emerging therefrom when he wakes. 
And his memory of beings and facts connected 
with this other world will become ever more and 
more distinct, thus showing that in one form or 
another he has now entered upon the state known 
to occult science as the continuity of conscious
ness. (The continuation of consciousness during 
sleep.) 

Still, for this to be so, it is not necessary that 
man's con.c:;ciousness should always continue during 
sleep. Much will already have been attained in 
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the matter of the continuity of conr.ciousness 
should the person, whose sleep is in general that 
of the ordinary individual, have certain periods 
during his sleeping hours when he is aware of be1ng 
in a world of the soul and the spirit; or if, on 
awakening, he is able to remember such a con
dition of consciousness. It should be borne in 
mind that what is here described is to be under
stood as only a transition state. It is as well to .. 
pass through this state with the aid of training; 
yet it should not be imagined that any conclusive 
views in respect to the soul and spirit world are to 
be gathered during this transition state, for in this 
condition the soul is uncertain, and unable as yet 
to rely upon its own experiences. And yet it is 
through such experiences that the soul ever gathers 
strength, enabling it during waking hours to ward 
off the disturbing influences current in the internal 
as well as in the external physical world, and 
thus to attain to a state of observation as to the 
spirit and the soul into which no impression of the 
senses will intrude,-a condition in which brain
fettered reason is silent, and when even the 
presentments for meditation, which were but a 
preparatory means for spiritual vision, will have 
passed from the consciousness. Whatever is pub
lished, in one form or another, through occult 
science, should never be drawn from any otper 
kind of soul and spirit observation but what is 
embarked upon in full w:aking consciousness. 
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There ;i,re two soul experiences which are of 
importance during the progress of occult training. 
The first is when the student says to himself: 
'' While disregarding everything the external world 
may yield me in the way of impressions, I yet, 
when turning my gaze inward, do not see a being 
whose activity has been entirely extinguished. 
On the contrary, I behold one that is self-conscious 
in a world of which I know nothing, as long as I 
permit myself to be oni,y impressed by sensations 
from the outside." And at this moment the 
soul will have the sensation of having _given birth 
to a new being, this new-born being having quite 
djfferent qualities from those which were pre
viously in the soul. 

The second experience consists in becoming 
aware of that former self, henceforth detached, 
as it were, and being at one's side in the guise 
of a second entity. That within which we 
had up to this time been imprisoned, evolves 
now into something we are able to confront; 
we feel, in fact, at certain times exterior to 
that which we have been accustomed to regard 
as our own personality, as our own ego. It is 
as though one now lived in two egos,-one, that 
which we have hitherto known; the other, a 
newly born being, superior to the first,-and 
we beconte aware that the former ego acquires a 
certain independence in its relationship to the 
second., even as the physical body has a certain 
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measure of freedom in its relation to that first ego. 
Now this is an event of great importance, for by 

it man comes to know what it is to live in that 
world which it has been his endeavour to reach ,. 
by means of training. It is this second, this 
new-born, ego which can be led to cognizance of 
the spiritual world, and in it can be developed 
that which has as much significance for the 
spiritual world as our sense organs have for the 
physical world of the senses. Should this develop
ment have attained to the requisite degree, the 
student will not only be aware of himself as a 
new-born ego, but he will recognize the spiritual 
facts and entities around him, even as he perceives 
the physical world through the action of his 
physical senses; and this is a third important 
experience. 

In order to pass rightly through this stage of 
spiritual training it must be taken into account 
that the strengthening of the powers of the soul 
brings about a degree of self-love and egoism 
which is quite unknown in the ordinary life of 
the soul. It would be a mistake for any one to 
think that it is only a case of ordinary self-love at 
this point. Self-love becomes so strong at this 
stage of development that it acquires the strength 
of a nature-force within the soul, and a vigorous 
training of the will is necessary in order to conquer 
this powerful egoism. This training of the will 
must positively go hand in hand with the rest of 
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the spiritual training. A strong inclination exists 
to feel absolutely happy in a world which we 
have gradually created for ourselves. And we 
m11st be able to obliterate, in the manner above 
described, that to which we have previously 
devoted ourselves with all our powers. We must 
efface ourselves in the imaginative world we have 
reached. But this effacement is opposed by the 
strongest impulses of egoism. 

The belief may easily arise that the exercises in 
spiritual training are something outward, apart 
from the soul's moral development. In this con
nection it must be said that the moral force 
necessary for the conquest of egoism, as described, 
cannot be gained unless the moral condition of the 
soul is brought to a corresponding stage. Progress 
in spiritual training is unthinkable unless moral 
progress comes to pass at the same time. The 
conquest of egoism is impossible without moral 
force. Any talk of spiritual training not being 
at the same time moral training is really out of 
the question. 

Those only who have not experienced such 
manifestations might advance the following objec
tion, saying, "How can any one know that 
while thinking one is perceiving spiritual mani
festations, one is dealing with actualities and not 
with mere imaginings, visions, or hallucinations?" 
Now the matter lies thus: every person, who has 
been systematically trained and who has arrived 
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at the stage already characterized, will, be in a 
position to note the difference between his own 
presentment and a spiritual reality, just as well 
as a man endowed with sound sense knows t1:ie 
difference between the counterfeit of a bar of hot 
iron and the actual presence of such a bar when he 
touches it with his hand. The difference is de
termined by experience and by nothing else; and 
in the spiritual world, too, life is the touchstone. 
Just as we know that in the world of the senses 
the mere representation of a bar of hot iron will 
burn nobody's fingers, so docs the trained occultist 
know whether he is experiencing a spiritud fact 
or whether his awakened spiritual organs of per
ception are under the impress of actual facts or 
entities. The rules which have to be observed 
by the student in this connection, in order that he 
should not fall a victim to delusions, will be dealt 
with in the following pages. 

It is of the greatest importance that the student 
should have attained to a very definite condition 
of the soul by the time at which the consciousness 
of the new-born ego commences. For it is due to 
and by reason of this ego that man is the ruler 
of his own sensations, feelings, and conceptions; of 
his impulses, his desires, and his passions. Obser
vations and conceptions cannot be left in the 
soul to follow their own devices; they mu~t be reg
ulated according to the laws of. thought. And it is 
the ego that, as it were, handles these thought-laws, 
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and by ,pieans of them brings order into the life 
of conception and thought. 

It is similar with regard to desires and passions, 
inclinations and impulses. The fundamental eth
ical laws become the guides of these forces of the 
soul, and by reason of the moral judgment the 
ego becomes the soul's guide within this domain. 
Now if a person detaches from his ordinary ego 
one that is higher, the former becomes to a 
certain extent independent, so much life-power 
being taken away from it as must serve for the use 
of that higher ego. But let us consider the case 
should that person as yet not have developed a 
certain ability and firmness in the exercise of the 
laws of thought and in the power of judgment, 
and should he, nevertheless, desire to bring about 
the birth of his higher ego on this insufficient basis. 
He would then be able to apportion to his ordinary 
ego only just so much thought capacity as might 
prior to this have been developed, and should the 
amount of such systematic thought be too small, 
then the now independent and ordinary ego will 
sink to a level of confused and fantastic thought 
and judgment, and moreover, since in such a 
case the new-born ego must inevitably also be 
weak, the disordered lower ego will gain the up
per hand, and the person will lose his balance 
in the matter of discernment, of power of judg
ment. Had he developed sufficient capability 
and firmness in thinking logically, he might calmly 
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have left his ordinary ego to go its o;wn way. 
In the ethical sphere this is precisely the same. 

Should a person not have attained to firmness in 
the matter of his moral judgment, should he UQt 
have become sufficiently master over his inclina
tions, his impulses, and his passions, he will then 
render his ordinary ego independent-when he 
is still in a condition in which he will be over
whelmed by all these powers of the soul. It may 
then come to pass that that person will have 
become worse than he was before, owing to the 
birth of his higher ego. Had he waited to bring 
about this birth until he had sufficiently developed 
his ordinary self, attaining firmness in the matter 
of ethical judgment, stability of character, and 
thoroughness in the matter of his conscience, he 
would then have been in a position to }:lave all 
these virtues left within that first ego when the 
birth of the second came about. Neglecting to 
do so, however, lays him open to the danger of 
losing his moral balance, which under the right 
course of training cannot happen. 

Two things must here be borne in mind. First, 
that the facts above related should be laid to 
heart as seriously as possible; and secondly; that, 
on the other hand, they should not in any way 
deter persons from entering upon such training. 

Any one who has the firm intention of doing all 
in his power that may give confidence to· the first 
ego in the execution of that ~hich it has to fulfil, 
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need never be dismayed when the second ego 
becomes detached as the result of such spiritual 
training. Yet he must remember that the power 
of self-delusion may be very great, and may thus 
lehd him into the erroneous belief that he has 
now reached the stage of "ripeness." 

During the spiritual training here described the 
student develops his thought-life to such an 
extent that he is not exposed to dangers which 
are often thought to b,~ connected with training. 
This cultivation of thought brings about all inner 
experiences which are necessary, but causes them 
to be so enacted that the soul lives through them 
without any injurious shocks. Without an ade
quate development of thought, these experiences 
may produce a feeling of great uncertainty in 
the soul. The method here emphasized calls 
forth experiences in such a way that they may 
produce all their effect and yet not cause serious 
shocks. By developing the life of thought the 
student becomes more of a spectator of the expe
riences of his inner life, whereas without such 
thought-development he is in the very midst of 
the experience and shaken by all the shocks 
incidental to it. 

In systematic training certain qualities are 
mentioned which the student has to acquire by 
means of exercises in order to find the way to the 
higher worlds, and especial stress is _ laid on the 
follo~ng,- control of the soul over its thoughts, 
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its will, and its feelings. The manner ,in which 
this control is acquired through exercise has a 
dual aim. On the one hand, the soul is by this 
practice to acquire a firmness, reliance, and 
balance, such as will not forsake it even after the 
birth of the second ego; and on the other hand, this 
latter ego is to be provided with strength and 
inner fortitude for its journey. 

What is required is that man's thinking power 
shall in all domains conform to facts. In the 
physical world of the senses life is the great 
teacher of the human ego with regard to reality. 
Were the soul to allow its thoughts to roam 
aimlessly hither and thither, it would soon be 
corrected by life, unless it were willing to enter 
into combat with its mentor: the soul must 
conform its thoughts to the facts of life. Now, 
when man leads his thoughts away from the world 
of the physical senses, he misses the corrective 
influence of this latter. If his thought is not able 
to be its own mentor, it will be as unsteady as 
a will o' the wisp. Consequently, the student's 
thought must be exercised in such a way that 
its course and object are self-detefrrlined. Inner 
firmness and capacity to concentrate strictly on 
one object: this is what such thinking must of 
itself engender. And for this reason the exercises 
for meditation should not be concented with 
complicated objects, or with such as are foreign to 
daily life, but should, on the contrary, deal with 
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such as. are simple and familiar. Any one who 
can succeed in fixing his mind, over a period of 
several months and for a space of at least five 
minutes a day, on such ordinary objects as a pin 
or a lead- pencil, excluding for the time being all 
other thoughts not concerned with the object 
under contemplation, wi11 have accomplished much 
in the right direction. (A new article may be 
chosen each day, or the same one be adhered to for 
the space of several days.) 

Those, also, who feel themselves to be "thinkers" 
need not despise this method of preparing them
selves for occult training, because by the fixing 
of our attention for a time upon a really familiar 
object we may be sure that we shall be thinking 
in accordance with facts, and any one putting to 
himself the questions: "What are the constituent 
parts of a pencil?" "How are these materials 
prepared?" "How are they afterwards put to
gether?" "When were pencils invented?" and 
so on, will be adapting his conception more to 
realities than is he who meditates on the descent 
of man, or asks himself what life is. 

Simple themes of meditation prepare us more 
for an accurate conception of the world of the 
Saturn,· Sun, and Moon stages of development 
than do those based on learned and complicated 
ideas, for the primary thing is not merely to 
think, but to think accurately by mea~s of an inner 
force. Once one has been trained to accuracy by . 

23 
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means of an obvious, actual physical process, the 
desire to think in conformity with facts will have 
become habitual, even when thought is not 
feeling itself under the control of the physiC.{l.1 
sense-world and its laws; and we then break free 
from the tendency to let our thoughts drift about 
aimlessly. 

And even as it governs in the world of thought, 
so the soul should hold sway in the realm of the 
will. In the physical sense-world it is life that 
here too maintains dominion. It urges upon 
man this or that as a necessity, and the will feels 
itself constrained to satisfy these same wants. But 
in following the higher training man must accustom 
himself to obey his own commands strictly, and 
whosoever acquires this habit will feel less and 
less inclined to desire that which is of no moment. 
All discontent and instability in the life of the will 
come from the desire for things, of the actuality 
of which we form no distinct conception. Dis
content such as this may, when the higher ego is 
desirous of leaving the soul, throw that person's 
whole inner life into disorder; and it is a good 
exercise to give oneself for the space of several 
months some command to be carried out at a 
specified time of day, such as, for instance: 
11 To-day, at this or that particular hour, you will 
do this or that thing." By such means we arrive 
in time at II ordering" the time at which the thing 
is to be done and the manner in which it is to be 
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performed, so as to admit of its being accomplished 
with the utmost exactitude. Thus ,ve lift our
selves above the pernicious habit of saying, "I 
sh0uld like this," and "I want the other," the while 
~ exercise no thought toward its accomplishment. 

In the second part of Faust, Goethe puts the 
following words into the mouth of a seeress: 
"Den lieb ich, der Unmogliches begehrt" ("Him 
I love, who craves the impossible"), and Goethe 
himself, in his Prose Pmverbs, says: "In der Idee 
leben heisst, das U nmogliche behandeln, als wenn 
es moglich ware" ("To live in the idea means 
treating the impossible as though 't were possible''). 

Yet such sentiments must not be put forward 
as objections against what has here been stated, 
for the demands made by Goethe and by his 
seeress (Manto) can be fulfilled only by those who 
have first educated themselves up to a desire for 
that which is possible, and have in so doing arrived 
at being able, by means of their strong "willing," 
to treat the impossible in such a manner that 
through will it becomes transformed into the 
possible. 

Concerning the world of feeling, a certain 
•resignation should pervade the soul of the occult 
student.· And, for this to be so, it is necessary 
that the soul should have mastery over the 
expressions of joy and sorrow, pleasure and pain. 
But the· very fact of acquiring this characteristic 
may ~rouse prejudice: people might be afraid of 
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becoming dull and unsympathetic if they do not 
"rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep." Yet this is not the case. 
What is pleasurable should rejoice the soul, aµd 
sorrow should give it pain, but what the soul is to 
learn to achieve is conquest over the signs of joy 
and 0f sorrow. vVhile thus endeavouring, the 
student will become aware that, so far from 
becoming "dull and unsympathetic," he will be 
growing all the more receptive for all the joy and 
sorrow around him. But it is true that the 
student will here find that he needs to watch 
himself carefully for a considerable time to be 
able to acquire the faculty indicated. He must 
be careful to see that he partakes of pain and 
pleasure to the full, yet without so giving himself 
up to either as to give involuntary expression to it. 
Justifiable sorrow should not be repressed; but 
involuntary weeping should be held in check. 
Revulsion against a bad action is not condemned; 
but the blind passion of anger is. Nor is pre
caution against dangers deemed unjustified, though 
fruitless "being afraid" is to be discountenanced, 
and so on. 

It is only by means of such exercises that the. 
occult student can gain the inner quietude req
uisite to his soul, in order that at the birth of the 
higher ego the soul may not find itself as a kind of 
double leading a second and unhealthy life along
side of the higher-self. -It is more especially in 
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these matters that we should not yield to any self
deception. Some people may be of the opinion 
that they already possess in everyday life a 
certain degree of equanimity, and that they 
t11.erefore stand in no need of such exercises; yet 
it is precisely such who doubly need them. For it 
is quite possible to remain equable when surveying 
the things of this life, and then when ascending 
into the higher world to show evidences of a 
want of equanimity all the greater because it had 
only been held in check. For it should be emphat
ically understood that in the matter of occult 
training it is not so much a question of what we 
may previously have seemed to possess, but of 
persevering in careful and regular practice of what 
we need. Contradictory as this phrase· may ap
pear, it is nevertheless true that though life may 
have trained us to this or to that, the qualities to 
serve us in occult training are those that we have 
to acquire for ourselves. Should life have ren
dered us excitable, we must train ourselves into 
vanquishing this trait; yet if life has engendered 
in us equanimity, we should so rouse ourselves 
by our own efforts that the soul may be capable of 
responding to the impressions it receives. The 
man who cannot laugh at anything has just as 
little control over his laughter as one who is 
perpetually giving way to uncontrolled laughter. 

Thought and feeling may be cultivated by yet 
another means, namely, by the·acquirement of the 
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characteristic known as positiveness. There is a 
beautiful legend told of Christ Jesus, in which it 
is related how He, with others, passed on the road 
the dead body of a dog. Our Lord's companiqns 
turned aside from the hideous sight, but Chri\St 
Jesus referred in admiration to the creature's 
beautiful teeth. And we can ourselves practise 
attaining the condition of mind in regard to the 
world which is thus indicated in the legend. 
Error, vice, and ugliness should not deter the soul 
from seeing truth, goodness, and beauty, where
soever they are to be found. Nor is this positive
ness to be mistaken for want of judgmcnt, v·ith a 
deliberate closing of the eyes to what is bad, false, 
and inferior. He who can admire the beautiful 
teeth of a decaying animal can also see that 
decaying corpse-yet the corpse docs not hinder 
his observing the beauty of the teeth. Thus, 
though what is bad cannot be deemed good, nor 
error acclaimed as truth, we can yet train our
selves so that what is bad need not prevent us from 
recognizing what is good, nor need errors render us 
insensible to that which is true. 

Thought, combined with will, attains to a cer
tain maturity if we strive never to allow what we 
have already experienced or learned to rob us of 
our unbiassed receptiveness for new experiences. 
Such a thought as: 11 I have never heard that 
before; I don't believe it!" should lose all its 
significance where the occult student is concerned; 
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indeed, ]:le should endeavour, for a fixed period of 
time, to allow every thing and every creature to 
convey something new to his mind. Every breath 
of air, every leaf on the tree, the prattling of a 
child,- each and all will teach us something, pro
vided we be willing to bring a different point of view 
to bear on it from the one we have held hitherto. 

It may, of course, be possible to go too far in this 
particular, and we must be careful, at one time 
of life, not to lose sight.of the experiences we have 
had at another time with regard to certain things. 
Indeed, what we experience in the present should 
be judged in accordance with the sum of our past 
experiences. These must be laid on the one 
scale, while on the other the occult student should 
place his inclination for ever gathering new know
ledge-above all, keeping his mind open to the 
fact that new experiences may contradict the old. 

Thus we have here come to the enumeration 
of those five qualities of the soul which the occult 
student should, through definite training, endeav
our to make his own: controlling the trend of 
his thoughts; controlling the impulses of the will; 
equanimity in the matter of sorrow and joy; 
positiveness in his judgment of the world; and 
impartiality in his view of life. After giving 
consecutive periods of time to the acquiring of 
these qnalities by means of continuous practice, 
the student must go still further, and. see that all 
these are blended into one harmonious whole 
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within his soul, to achieve which he will ,.have to 
practise the exercises in twos and twos together, 
or three and one, simultaneously, so as to bring 
about the harmony here desired. , 

The exercises indicated above are thus given otft 
by the occult teaching because not only do they
if faithfully carried out-produce as a direct 
result the effects desired, but because they are also 
calculated indirectly to bring about much that is 
helpful to the student in pursuing his way to the 
higher worlds. He who sufficiently practises these 
exercises will, while so doing, become aware of 
many a want and many a failing in his own soul
life, and he will at the same time find in them the 
very means necessary to give strength and security 
to the intellect, as also to the emotional tendencies 
and to the character. He will assuredly need 
many additional exercises, according to his capa
cities, his temperament, and his character; these, 
however, will present themselves if the above be 
abundantly carried out. Indeed, they will even
tually reveal themselves as containing more than 
at the first would appear, as, for instance, when a 
person endowed with but little self-confidence 
comes, in the course of time, to find that by 
persistent practice the needed confidence in him
self has come about,- and such may be the case 
with many another quality of the soul. 1 • 

1 Special exercises going into greatPr detail on this subject may be found 
in my book entitled The Way of Initiation (Theosophical Publishing 
Society, 161, New Bond St., I..ondon,·w.), commencing with Chapter II. 
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It is 1. matter of significance that the occult 
student is capable of raising these capabilities to 
a higher power; and he must succeed in so con
tr011ing his thoughts and feelings that the soul 
vffll have power to maintain complete inner 
quietude for certain periods of time-periods 
during which the student can keep at a distance 
fr!)m his mind and heart all those things that in 
any way concern the outer everyday life, its 
joys and its sorrows, its pleasures and its cares, 
even its tasks and its claims. At such a time 
nothing should be allowed entrance to the soul 
except what the soul itself admits. An objection 
may easily be made to this; the thought might 
arise that alienation from life must result if the 
student withdraws in heart and spirit from life 
and its duties for a certain part of the day. Yet, 
in reality, this is by no means the case. For 
those who, in the above manner, give them
selves up to periods of inner quietude and peace 
will find that out of these there grows such a 
fund of energy for fulfilling the outer duties of 
life that. they are not only not worse performed, 
but assuredly better. 

It would be well for a man at such times to 
detach himself entirely from thoughts of his own 
personal affairs, raising himself to what affects 
not only- himself but mankind generally. If he 
is then able to fill his soul with messages from 
anot'4er and a spiritual world, and if they have the 
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power of enthralling his soul to as intense ,11 degree 
as any personal concern or care, then indeed will 
his soul have gathered fruit of especial value. 

Those who thus exert themselves to regula,te 
their soul-life will even arrive at the possibiliby 
of such self-observation as will permit of their 
reviewing their personal affairs with the same 
tranquillity as those of others; and seeing one's 
own experiences and one's own joys and sorrows 
in the light in which those of another appear, is a 
good preparation for occult training. Thus in time 
we may bring this exercise to the requisite pitch 
that, after the day's work is over, pictures of the 
day's occurrences will pass before the mind's eye, 
and we should then perceive ourselves within 
these experiences; in other words, the student 
should look at himself in his daily life as an 
outside observer. 

A certain practice in self-observation having 
been gained by concentrating the attention upon 
short divisions of one's everyday life, the student 
will become more and more expert in this kind of 
retrospect, continued practice enabling him to 
review these short periods completely and quickly. 
It will then become ever more and more the ideal 
of the occult student to assume such an attitude 
with regard to the events of life that confront him 
that he will be able to await their approach 
with absolute calm and inner confidence, n.o longer 
judging them by the state of his own soul but 
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according to their own inner meaning and inner 
worth. And it is by looking to this ideal that he 
will create a condition of soul that will enable him 
tc- meditate profoundly, as described above, upon 
s~bolical and other thoughts and feelings. 

The conditions here described must be fulfilled, 
because supcrsensiblc experiet).ce is built upon the 
foundation on which the student stands in his 
ordinary soul-life, before he enters the super
sensible world. In a twufold way, all supersensible 
experience is dependent on the soul's point of 
departure before entering that world. One who 
is not intent, from the outset, on making sound 
powers of judgment the foundation of his spirit
ual training will develop supersensible capacities 
which perceive the spiritual world inaccurately and 
untruly. To a certain extent his spiritual organs 
of perception will develop wrongly. And just as 
a man with a de£ ective or diseased eye cannot see 
rightly in the world of sense, so it is not possible to 
have tn1e perceptions with spirit-organs which are 
not built up on the foundation of sound powers of 
judgment. One who starts from an immoral state 
of soul comes up into spiritual worlds with his 
spiritual vision confused and clouded. With re
gard to· supersensible worlds he is like one in the 
sense-world who makes observations in a state 
of bewi1derment. The latter, however, will not 
arrive at making any statements of consequence, 
wher~as the spiritual observer, even in his 
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bewilderment, is more awake than a person in the 
ordinary state of consciousness .. and the results of 
his observations will therefore be errors in re
gard to the spiritual world. 

* * * 
The inner value of the grade of imaginative 

knowledge is secured by the withdrawal of the 
soul, or meditation, described above, aided by 
the student accustoming himself to what may be 
called "sense-free thinking." Now when we for
mulate an idea based upon observations made in 
the physical world of the senses our thought 
cannot fail to be coloured by those senses. Yet 
it is not as though man could formulate nothing 
but such ideas: human thought need not become 
void and meaningless simply because it is not 
filled with observations derived through the 
channels of the senses. The most direct and 
safe way for the occult student to acquire this 
"sense-free" attitude with regard to his thoughts 
is by familiarizing himself with those facts con
cerning the higher worlds which occult science 
is able to present, making these the subjects of 
his thoughts. 

These facts cannot be observed by means of 
the physical senses; nevertheless, the student 
will find that he will be placed in a position to 
grasp them-if only he has enough patience and 
perseverance. No one can explore the higher 
worlds, nor make his own observations therein, 
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withoutv having been trained. But for all that, 
it is quite possible. without the higher training to 
understand everything which investigators may 
be in a position to communicate about those 
r'egions. Should any one ask, 11 How can I accept 
on trust whatever the occultist may say, being 
myself as yet unable to see anything?" such an 
objection would be groundless, for it is perfectly 
possible to arrive through mere reflective thinking 
at the sure conviction that the matters thus com
municated are true. If a man is unable, after 
reflecting, to feel this sense of certainty, the want 
will arise not from lack of power to "believe " 
in something he cannot see, but simply because 
he has not as yet applied his powers of reflective 
thinking in a sufficiently unbiassed, comprehen
sive, and profound manner. 

In order to be clear on this point, it must be 
borne in mind that human thought, if it bestirs 
itself energetically, with inner force, can under
stand more than it usually imagines possible for 
itself. For in thought there is an inner essence 
which is in connection with the supersensible 
world. The soul is not usually conscious of this 
connectj.on, because it is wont to train its faculty 
of thought only through the world of sense. On 
this account it thinks what is imparted to it 
from the supersensible world incomprehensible. 
What i's thus communicated is, however, not 
only. intelligible to thought which has been 
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spiritually trained, but to any thinking ''which is 
fully conscious of its power and is willing to make 
use of it. 

By the persevering assimilation of what occult 
teachers are able to impart to us we can habituate 
ourselves to a line of thought that is not derived 

'· 
from sense-observation, and we then learn to 
recognize how, within the soul, thought allies 
itself to thought, and how one thought seeks out 
another, even when the connection of ideas is not 
occasioned by any power of sense-observation. 
The essential point is that by this method we 
become aware of the fact that the world of thought 
possesses an inner life, and that while we are 
engaged in thought we are, indeed, in the realms 
of a supersensible living power. Thus we may 
say to ourselves: "There is something within 
me that constitutes an organism of thought; 
nevertheless, I am one with this something.'' 
Therefore, in the course of yielding to this sense
free way of thinking, we come to the knowledge 
that there is something real which flows in upon 
our inner life, just as the attributes of the objects 
of the senses, when we observe them, flow in 
upon us through the channels of our physical 
organs. 

An observer in the world of the senses might 
remark: "Out yonder in space is a rose: it is 
not unfamiliar to me, for both scent ana. colour 
proclaim its presence." And in like manner, 
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when sei1se-free thought is working within us, we 
need only be sufficiently unbiassed in order to be 
able to say: "Something real proclaims its 
ptesence to me, linking thought to thought 
a~d constituting a thought-organism "-only that 
there is this difference to be noted between the • communication coming to the observer from the 
outer world of the senses, and that which actually 
reaches the sense-free thinker. The former feels 
that he is standing without-in front of the rose
whereas he who has given himself up to thinking 
which is untrammelled by the senses will feel 
within himself whatever thus proclaims its presence 
to him; he will feel himself one with it. 

Those who, more or less unconsciously, can 
accept as real only such things as approach them 
from tl:e outside, will, it is true, be little able to 
entertain this feeling, for what is in itself a reality 
can only be proclaimed to me through my being 
at one with it. In order to see aright here, it is 
necessary to have the following inner experience: 
we must learn to distinguish between the thought 
combinations we create of our own volition, and 
those experienced without any voluntary exercise 
of our will. In the latter case we may then say: 
"I am entirely tranquil within myself; I am giving 
rise to no sequence of ideas; I yield to that which 
thinks within me." And in such a case we are 
entirely justified in saying, "Within nie something 
is itself a reality," ·saying so, indeed, with as much 
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justification as we may say, "The rose :makes an 
impression on me," when we see a particular. red 
and become aware of a particular scent. 

Nor is there any contradiction in having derived 
the content of our ideas from the communications 
made by the occult seer. The ideas are, it is 
true, present; we find them there in readiness, 
if we but yield to them, yet they cannot be 
"thought" without in each case creating them 
anew within the soul. This is why the occult 
teacher seeks to awaken in his hearers and his 
readers such thoughts as they must first call forth 
from within themselves, whereas he who describes 
some object connected with sense realities is 
alluding to something that the listener or reader 
may observe within the world of the senses. 

(The path which leads to sense-free thinking 
by means of the communications made by occult 
science is thoroughly safe. But there is also 
another method even safer and above all things 
more exact, yet for this very reason more difficult 
for the majority. This method is set forth in 
my two books, The Theory of Cognition, according 
to Goethe's Conception of the Universe and The 
Philosophy of Freedom. These works ~et forth 
what human thought may achieve for itself, if, 
instead of relying on the impressions derived from 
the external world of the senses, it yields to inward 
contemplation. At such a time the pure" thought 
works within that person, even as a being lives 
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within it&t-!lf. At the same time nothing in either 
of these writings is derived from communications 
due to occult science itself. And yet it is here 
sh6wn that clear, self-concentrated thought can 
ol1tain explanations about the world, life, and man. 

These writings therefore occupy a very impor-,. 
tant intermediate position between the cognition 
of the world of the senses and that of the spiritual 
world. They proffer those things which thought 
can win when it raises itself above sense-obser
vation, while yet avoiding the gateway to occult 
science. Any one allowing these books to work 
upon his soul in its entirety, already stands within 
the spiritual world, though the impression he will 
have will be that of being in the world of thought. 
And those who feel themselves in a position to 
seek the influences peculiar to this middle course, 
will be following a safe and plain road, for they 
may thus win for themselves feelings concerning 
those higher worlds, such as will for all time 
ensure for them the most abundant results.) 

* * * 
The object of meditating upon the above 

described symbolical conceptions and feelings is, 
strictly speaking, the training of the higher organs 
of cognition within man's astral body. They are 
in the first place created from the substance of the 
astral bocly, and these new organs of observation 
provide a· new world wherein man learns to know 
himself as a new ego. 

24 
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These new organs of perception a!te readily 
distinguished from those of the physical world 
of the senses in that they are active organs. 
Whereas the eye and ear are passive, allov.jng 
light and sound to work upon them, it may·· be 
said of these perceptive organs of, the soul and 
spirit that, while cognizant, they are in a perpetual 
state of activity, and that they take hold, as it 
were, of their objects and their facts. This gives 
rise to the feeling that soul and spirit cognition 
is a union with-a "dwelling within "-the corre
sponding facts. 

These separately evolving soul and spirit organs 
may be compared to "lotus flowers" in accordance 
with the appearance which they present to the 
clairvoyant consciousness as they are formed 
from the substance of the astral body. 1 • 

Very special kinds of meditation are used for 
affecting the astral body in order that this or the 
other organ of the soul and spirit may form this 
or that lotus flower, and all systematic medita
tion undertaken with a view to imaginative 
cognition has its influence upon one or other of 
these organs. 2 

A systematic course of training so arranges and 
orders the separate exercises to be practised by 

1 It must of courst! be clearly understood that such an appellation as 
"lotus flower" has no more bearing on the matter than would the 
expression "wing." supposing it were applied to the lobe of a lung. ' 

1 In my books, entitled The Way of Initiation and Initiation and its 
Results, some of these methods· of meditation and exercises for acting 
upon these different organs arc ~t forth. 
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the occult'' student that these organs may either 
simultaneously or consecutively attain their suit
able development, and on this process the student 
wiU-·have to bring much patience and perseverance 
to 'bear. Those, indeed, who are possessed of 
no more thai; the average amount of patience 
with which man, under life's present conditions, is 
endowed, need hardly expect this supply to suffice. 
For it takes long-often very long indeed-before 
these organs have reached a point at which the 
occult student is able to use them for observing 
things in the higher worlds. At this point comes 
what is known as "illumination," in contradis
tinction to the preparation, or ''purification,'' 
which consists in the practices undertaken for the 
formation of these organs. (The term "purifi
cation" is used because the above exercises do 
in some particulars purify the inner life of the 
pupil from those things which belong to the world 
of sense-observation only.) 

It may, however, also happen that prior to 
this actual illumination the student may get 
repeated "flashes of light" from the other world. 
Such "flashes" should, indeed, be accepted grate
fully, for these can already make him a witness 
to the spiritual realms. Yet he must not falter 
should this never be vouchsafed him during his 
entire period of preparation, and should its con
sequent duration seem all too long to him. In
deed, such as yield to impatience '' because they 
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can as yet see nothing," have not y~t acquir,ed 
the right attitude toward the higher worlds. 
Those a.lone will be in a position to grasp this who 
can view the exercises they undertake as being an 
object in themselves. For this practice is in th1th 
a working on something which is of the soul 

I 

and spirit, namely, on a man's own astral body; 
and even though not ''seeing,'' we can neverthe
less "feel" that we are at work on the spirit and 
the soul. It is only when we indulge in a precon
ceived notion as to ,vhat we "want to see" that 
we become unable to experience this feeling. In 
that case we may, indeed, consider as nothing 
what is, in reality, of immeasurable importance. 
Rather should we carefully note everything which 
we experience while practising,-experiences which 
are so fundamentally different from t:bose of the 
external world. vV e shall then become aware 
that we cannot work upon our astral body as 
though it were some indifferent substance; that, 
on the contrary, an entirely different world here 
has its being, and one of which we know nothing 
through the outer world. 

Higher entities work .upon the astral body in 
the same way in which the world of the physical 
senses works upon the physical body, and we 
"come upon" that higher life in our own astral 
body, provided only we do not shut ourselves 
out from it. If we ~re perpetually 'saying: "I 
am aware of nothing," then it is generally the 
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case that '!Ve have made up our mind how these 
experiences ought to present themselves to our 
vision, and seeing nothing that accords with these 
preconceived ideas, we say: "I can see nothing." 

Jie, however, who is able to acquire the right 
attitude of mind with regard to practice during 
his training, will find that he gains something 
more from these exercises, something that he 
treasures for its own sake,-so much so that he 
will no longer be able to ,Jispensc with so incal
culably important a vital function. But he will 
then know that through these very practices he is 
standing in the world of soul and spirit, and he 
will await with patience and resignation those 
things which may further transpire. The feeling 
of which the student then becomes conscious may 
best be expressed in such words as these : '' I 
will do all the exercises which are suitable for me; 
for I know that during the time thus spent, all 
things that arc of importance to me will come to 
me; I do not ask for these things impatiently, 
yet I prepare myself to receive them." And to 
this no objection can be raised such as, for instance, 
that the student is first left to feel about in the 
dark,-possibly for som~ considerable length of 
time,-and that he will be able to know that he 
is on the right path only when the results evince 
themselves. to him. For it is not the fact that 
these results are the first evidence of the correct 
method of his practice. Should the attitude 
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taken in respect to these exercises be the right one, 
he will feel a sense of satisfaction as the outcome 
of the exercises, and this will show him clearly 
that he is on the right road, even before any such 
results can be recorded. ., \ 

The right use of exercises in occult training 
allies itself with a satisfaction that is not mere 
satisfaction, but knowledge-knowledge, that is 
to say, which proclaims: "I am doing something 
which shows me that it is leading me along the 
right road." Every occult student may have 
this knowledge at any moment if he but pay 
careful attention to all his experiences. Should 
he not bring this attention to bear, he will pass by 
such events, just as a man wrapped in thought 
may walk past the trees growing on either side of 
a road, without so much as observing them, 
though he might have seen them had he but 
looked at them. 

It is by no means desirable that results, other 
' than those which are always due to such practice, 

should in any way be hastened. For this might 
easily be only an infinitesimal degree of what 
should really take place. Indeed, in the matter 
of occult development, partial results are more 
often than not the cause of considerable delay 
in complete development. To move about among 
such forms of the spiritual life as corr.espond to 
partial results, tends but to dull the perceptive 
faculties to the influences of the powers leading 
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to the higher stages of development; while the 
~ue derived from them-that of having seen 
into the spiritual world-is merely apparent, for 
this kind of ''seeing'' cannot yield the truth, but 
oryy groundless illusions. 

- • * 
* 

The orgal}S of the soul and spirit, named 
'' lotus flowers,'' shape themselves in such a manner 
that to clairvoyant consciousness they appear in 
the vicinity of particu1~r physical organs of the 
body of the person undergoing training. From 
among their number I will enumerate the follow
ing: in the space between the eyebrows is the 
so-called two-petalled lotus flower; near the larynx 
is located the sixteen-petalled one; about the 
neighbourhood of the heart we find the twelve
petalled lotus flower. The fourth is near the 
navel, and there are others appearing in close 
conjunction to other parts of the physical body. 1 

The lotus flowers are formed out of the astral 
body, and by the time one or the other has devel
oped, we ourselves shall have come to know that 
we are in possession of it. We then feel that we 
can make use of it, and that by so doing we really 
enter a higher world. The impressions received 
of that world will still resemble in many respects 
those of the physical senses; and any one with 
imaginative cognizance will be able to allude to 

1The appellation "two-petalled" or "sixteen-pctallccl," and so on, 
is used because the organs in qul•stion may be• likc1wd fo flower~ havini.: 
a corresponding number of prtak 



360 AN OUTLINE OF OCCULT SCIENCE 

the sensations emanating from this new and . 
higher world in such terms as '' feelings ol warmtli 
or of cold"-" sounds, or word-impressions"
" effects of light or of colour "-for it is as such . . 
that he becomes aware of them. Yet he will ~e 
conscious of the fact that these impressions 
received in the imaginative world el'.press some
thing different from what they do in the actual 
world of the senses; and he recognizes that there 
are causes behind them which have nothing to do 
with physical matter, but are connected with 
things which are of the soul and spirit. 

Should he receive an impression of heat he will 
not, for instance, attribute this to a piece of hot 
iron, but will regard it as the emanation of some 
soul-process, such as he has hitherto experienced 
only within his soul's inner life. He knows that 
behind the imaginative experiences things and 
processes have their being which arc of the soul 
and spirit, even as at the back of physical percep
tions we have physical entities and material facts. 

And yet this sjmilarity apparent between the 
world of the imagination and the physical world 
is modified by one important difference. There is 
something present in the physical world which, 
when met with in the imaginative world, bears 
quite another appearance. In the former we are 
aware of a perpetual ebb and flow, an alternation 
between birth and death. But in the im,aginative 
world there appears, in place of this phenomenon, 
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'a continu.al metamorphosis of the one into the 
other. In the physical world we see, for instance, 
how a plant fades away, but in the imaginative 
we,rld there emerges, in proportion as the plant 
falies, the shape of another form, not physically 
discernible, into which the withering plant changes. 
When once the plant has vanished, this form will 
have become fully developed in its place. Birth 
and death are conceptio!l-s which lose their value 
in the imaginative world, making way for a com
prehension of the transmutation of the one into 
the other. 

This being the case, those truths concerning 
which we have already made certain communi
cations in an earlier chapter of this book (see 
Chapter II, "The Nature of Man") become 
accessible to the imaginative conception. Phys
ical sense-cognizance is, on the other hand, able 
to perceive only what takes place in the physical 
body, processes which are enacted within the 
"domain of birth and death." The other prin
ciples of man's nature, namely, the etheric or 
vital body, the sentient body, and the ego, are 
subject to the law of transmutation, and the per
ception ot them is unlocked by the imaginative 
understanding. Any one who has attained thus 
far will observe that that which lives on under 
other conditions of being, appears to detach 
itself, as lt were, from the physical body by the 
process of dying. 
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But deve.lopmcnt does nc ,there come to a stand.-• 
still within thP imaginative world. Any one who 
attempted to remain stationary in it would, it 
is true, be able to note the entities in process of 
transmutation. but he would be unable to inttr
pret the meaning of these processes of change. 
He would not be in a position to 'tind his way 
about in this newly attained world. For the 
imaginative world is a realm of unrest-there 
is naught in it but movement and change; no 
quiet spot is to be found there. A resting place 
is reached only by the person who, having trans
cended the stage of imaginative knowledge, has 
attained to that grade of development known to 
occult science as '' understanding through inspi
ration." 

It is not necessary for him who seeks knowledge 
of the superphysical world so to develop his 
capacities that the> imaginative understanding 
should have been acquired in full measure, before 
moving on to the stage of "inspiration." His 
exercises may, indeed, be so regulated that two 
processes may go on simultaneously, one leading to 
imagination and the other to inspiration. The 
student will then in due time enter a hig~er world, 
in which he not only perceives, but where he can 
also find his way about, as it were, and which 
he becomes able to interpret. Progress is, it is 
true, generally distinguished by the student hav
ing some phenomena of the imaginative world 



THE PERCEPTION OF HIGHER WORLDS 363 

,~resented.~ to him, and then, after a little whlle, he 
will have the sensation that he is now heginning 
to know his whereabouts. 

¥ et the world of inspiration is something quite 
nff,V as compared with that of mere imagination. 
By means of the latter we learn to know the 
transformati~n of one event into another; while 
through the former (inspiration) we come to 
recognize the inner qualities of the changing 
entities. Imagination shows us the soul-expres
sion of such entities; inspiration penetrates in
ward, even to their spiritual core. Above all, we 
become aware of a multiplicity of spiritual entities 
and of their relations one to the other. In the 
physical sense-world we have also, of course, to 
deal with a multiplicity of divers entities, yet in 
the world of inspiration this multiplicity bears a 
different character. There the relation of each 
entity to the other is of a definite nature, not, as 
in the physical world of the senses, determined by 
exterior impressions upon the entity, but arising 
out of its inner nature. 

When we become aware of an entity in the 
world of inspiration, no external impression made 
upon anything is apparent, such as might be 
likened to 0 the influence of one physical being upon 
another; a relation nevertheless exists which is 
purely the result of the inner constitution of the 
two entities. This relationship may be· compared 
to that. in which the separate sounds or letters of 
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a word stand one to the other in thq, physic9-1• 
world. If the wor<l "man" comes before us the 
impression made is due tu u unison of the sounds 
"m-a-n"; no impact, nor any other influence, 
proceeds from the "m" to the "u," but bQth 
sounds work together, doing so within "a whole," 
owing to their inner constitution. For this reason, 
observations made in the world of inspiration 
can only be compared to reading. The entities 
in this world make the impression on the beholder 
of written characters which he has to learn, and 
the connection between which is revealed to him 
as though in supersensible writing. This 1s why 
occult science calls the knowledge derived from 
inspiration the "reading of the secret writing." 

The way in which things are read by this secret 
writing, and how that which has been read can 
be communicated, shall now be made clear by a 
reference to previous chapters of this book. 
There man's being was at first described as it is 
built up of different principles. It was then fur
ther shown how the world-being upon which man 
is developing passes through various conditions, 
those of Saturn, Sun, Moon, and earth. The 
perception by means of -which we are able on the 
one hand to discern the principles of the human 
entity, and, on the other hand, the successive states 
of the earth and its previous transformations, 
is revealed to the imaginative understanding. 
But it is now further· requisite to comprehend 
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't.he relatbns existing between the Saturn state 
and man's physical body; between the Sun 
state and the etheric body, and so on. What 
mttst be explained is that even during the Saturn 
stftte the germ of man's physical body came into 
existence, and that it has then further developed 
up to its pre;ent form during the Sun, Moon, and 
earth periods. 

It had to be shown what changes took place in 
the human entity owing to the sun separating 
from the earth, and also that something similar 
again took place in connection with the moon. 
W c had, moreover, to make plain what contrib
uted to the bringing about of such changes with 
regard to mankind as those which took place 
in the Atlantean era, how they were expressed 
in the subsequent Indian, ancient Persian, Egyp
tian, and other periods. The description of this 
sequence of events is not the result of the 
imaginative perception, but of inspirational 
knowledge derived from the reading of the secret 
writing. For such reading the imaginative per
ceptions are as the letters, or sounds, although such 
reading is not alone necessary for interpretations 
like the ~bove. It would be impossible to com
prehend the whole life-process of man by means 
of the imaginative understanding. One might 
possibly· be in a position to note how, in the 
process of dying, the psychic and spiritual prin
ciples . dissociate themselves from what remains 
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in the physical world, but it would be impossibijlt 
to understand the connection between what 
happens to man after death and the preceding 
and following stages, were we unable to find QUr 
way through the facts obtained by imaginatit,,e 
cognition. Without inspirational knowledge the 
entire imaginative world would femain mere 
writing, at which we might stare but which we 
should be unable to read. 

As the student proceeds from imagination to 
inspiration he will soon sec how wrong it would 
be to neglect this knowledge of the great world
conditions and limit himself merely to those 
facts which, to a certain degree, touch our closer 
personal interests. Indeed, such as are not ini
tiated into these matters may be inclined to say: 
"The only thing that seems of any importance to 
me is that I should ascertain the fate of the human 
soul after death. If any one can give me infor
mation upon that subject, it will suffice; but of 
what use is it for occult science to involve me in 
such remote subjects as the Saturn and the 
Sun states, or the separation of the moon and 
the sun, and so on?" 

Those, however, who have been properly in
structed in these things will recog11ize that a true 
understanding of what they desire to learn 
could not be obtained without prior knowledge 
as to these matters, which appear so unnecessary 
to them. A delineation of man's states after 
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death would remain utterly incomprehensible . .. 
and valueless to the man who is unable to con. 
nect it with ideas derived from those very far-off 
ev.,ents. Even the most elementary observations 
1ade by a clairvoyant person necessitate his 
acquaintance with such things. 

When, foi-example, a plant passes from blossom 
into the state of fruition, the clairvoyant can note 
a change going forward in an astral entity which, 
while the plant is in btoom, has hovered above 
and around it in the semblance of a cloud. Had 
the fructification not taken place, this astral 
entity would have been changed into quite a 
different form from the one it now assumes in 
consequence of this fertilization. But now we 
may understand the entire process thus clair
voyantly observed if we have but learned to com
prehend our own nature from that great cosmic 
process, in which the earth and all its inhabitants 
were involved at the time of the separation from 
the sun. Prior to its fertilization the plant is in 
a similar condition to that of the whole earth 
before that separation from the sun took place, 
and after fertilization the blossom shows itself 
in such wise as recalls the state of the earth when 
the sun· had passed out and when the moon 
powers were still bound up with it. 

Those who have thoroughly assimilated the 
idea to . be gained by a comprehension of this 
separation from the sun, will now be able to 
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grasp adequately the significance of the process 
of plant fertilization, when it is said that "the 
plant previous to fructification is in a 'sun state,' 
and after this in the 'moon state.' " Indeed, )t 
may be said of even the smB:,llest occurrence yi 
the world that it can be fully understood only 
when the reflection of the great cosndc events is 
recognized in it. Unless this be the case, such 
an occurrence must remain as incomprehensible 
as to its real nature as would be Raphael's Sistine 
Madonna, were it so covered up that but one 
little speck of blue was visible. 

Everything that happens to man is a reflection 
of all those great cosmic events that have to do 
with his existence. Those who wish to under
stand the observations made by clairvoyant 
consciousness of the phenomena taking place 
between birth and death, and again between 
death and a new birth, will be able to do so if 
they first acquire the faculty of interpreting 
imaginative observations by means of the con
ceptions they have gained by reflecting upon the 
great cosmic events. These surveys, indeed, fur
nish the key to a comprehension of human life. 
Therefore the studies of Saturn, Sun, and Moon 
are, from the standpoint of occult science, at the 
same time studies of man. 

Through inspiration a knowledge is attained 
of the relationships between the being$ of the 
higher world, and at a further stage of cognition 
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.it becoa.es possible to obtain knowledge of the 
inner being of these entities. This grade, or step, 
of the understanding is known to occult science 
as that of intuitive knowledge. 1 

f Cognition of a sense-being implies standing 
outside it, and judging it according to the outward 
impression.• Intuitive cognition of a spiritual 
entity implies being at one with it; uniting oneself 
with the inner being of ~hat entity. Step by step, 
the occult student ascends toward such knowledge. 
Imagination has led him no longer to sense the 
impressions he receives as being the external 
qualities of entities, but rather as effluences of 
the soul and spirit. Inspiration leads him fur
ther, to the interior of these entities, and by it 
he learns what these beings are to each other; 
by means of intuition he penetrates within the 
entities themselves. 

Here we can again illustrate by means of fore
going chapters what is the meaning of intuition. 
In those earlier chapters it has not only been stated 
how the progress of the Saturn, Sun, and Moon 
evolutions proceeded; but also that beings took 
part in widely different ways in those develop
ments, ~nd mention was made of the Thrones, or 

1 Intuition is in everyday life a much-abuscu woru, which is made 
to stand for a vague and uncertain view of a matter; for some sort of 
"notion," y,,hich, while it may /1ossibly "hit" the truth, can never
theless give no immediate proo of it. It is needless tu say that this 
kind of intqition is not meant here. Intuition, in this case, stands for 
knowledge of the highest and most luminous clearness, of the jttsti
fication. of which the possessor is, in the fullest sense, conscious. 

26 
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Lords of Will, the Lords of Wisdom, t].e Lords, 
of Motion, and so on. In connection with the 
earth's development, reference was made to 
the Lucifer spirits and spirits of Ahriman. Tbe 
structure of the world was traced back to thos, 
beings who took part in it. The knowledge 
attainable as to these beings is d~rived from 
intuitive cognition, and such knowledge becomes 
imperative, if we wish to understand the course 
of man's life. 

That which is released from the human physical 
body at death passes on through divers states in 
the future. The more immediate conditions after 
death might, to some extent, be described by 
referring to imaginative knowledge, but that 
which takes place when man has proceeded farther 
into that time lying between death and a new 
birth would be entirely incomprehensible to the 
imagination, did not inspiration come to its aid. 
For inspiration alone can disclose what can be 
revealed about man's life after its purification 
in the "land of spirits." There, however, some
thing occurs for which inspiration in its turn 
proves inadequate, and as to which it has to some 
extent lost the clue. For there is a period in 
human development, between death and a new 
birth, in which the human entity is accessible to 
intuition only. 

Yet this part of the human entity, is ever 
within man, and would we understand it ~n its 
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true inwardness we must also seek it, by means 
o:t: intuition, in the time between birth and death. 
Any one attempting to fathom man by means of 
imagination and inspiration alone would be miss
;ng that which happens to the very innermost 
being, that which continues from incarnation to 
incarnatio:rf. It is therefore by intuitive cog
nition alone that adequate research concerning 
reincarnation and Karma becomes possible, and 
all genuine knowledge as to these processes is 
derived from research undertaken by means of 
intuition. If a man would know his own inner 
self, he can do so only by intuition: by its aid he 
becomes aware of what it is that moves onward 
within him from incarnation to incarnation; and 
should it fall to any one's lot to know something 
about his earlier incarnations, this can take place 
only through intuitive knowledge. 

* * * 
Knowledge through inspiration and intuition is 

attainable only by means of exercises of the soul 
and spirit, and they resemble those meditations 
practised for the attainment of the imagina
tive faculty which have already been described. 
While, }10wevcr, in exercises for the development 
of the imagination, a connection is set up with 
impressions belonging to the world of the phys
ical sertses, such links must gradually be set aside 
in the case of inspiration. In order to obtain a 
clear conception of what has to happen here, it 
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would be well to recall to mind the symbr-,l of the , 
"rosy cross." When we meditate on this we have 
before us a picture of which the component parts 
have been taken from the world of the sense~: 
there is the black colour of the cross, and the rosesf 
and yet the combination of those various parts 
into the '' rosy cross'' is not derived froth the world 
of the senses. If the student now endeavours to 
banish from his consciousness both the black 
cross and the red roses, in their capacities of sense
realities, only retaining in his soul that spiritual 
energy which has been active in putting the above 
things together, he will be in possession of a means 
for such meditation as will gradually lead him 
on to inspiration. He should put the question 
to himself somewhat in the following manner: 
"What have I inwardly done in order to construct 
that symbol of the cross and the roses? Well, 
what I did, being an act of my own soul, I will 
retain my hold upon; but the picture itself I will 
allow to fade away out of my consciousness. I 
shall then be able to feel within me all that my 
soul did in order to produce the picture, though 
I no longer recall the picture itself. I will now 
live wholly within: I will live in my own .activity 
that created the picture. I will not meditate upon 
a picture, but upon the powers of my own soul 
which are capable of creating pictures." 

Such are the meditations that must now be 
undertaken in respect to ·many symbols. This 
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_ leads to. cognition through inspiration. Here is 
aJJ,other example, that of meditating upon the 
growth and subsequent withering of a plant. 
The picture of a gradually growing plant is allowed 
k,o appear before the soul, how it grows up from 
the seed and, unfolding leaf after leaf, reaches the 
flowering !tage and afterwards that of bearing 
fruit. Then let your meditation be of its decline, 
on to its complete withering away, its dissolution. 
By the help 'of meditations on such a symbol as 
this the student gradually attains to a feeling 
concerning growth and decay of which the plant 
is but a symbol. If the exercises be persevered 
in continuously, there can be evolved from this 
feeling the image of the transformation which 
underlies physical growth and decay. 

But if one would attain the corresponding stage 
in inspiration, this exercise has to be practised 
differently. Here one's own activity of soul 
must be called to mind,-that which had obtained 
from the image of the plant the conception of 
growth and decay. The plant must now be 
allowed to vanish altogether from the conscious
ness, and the attention be concentrated entirely 
upon the student's own inner activity. It is 
only such exercises as these that help us to rise 
to inspiration. But in the beginning the student 
will not find it an easy matter to understand fully 
how to. set about such an exercise, owing to the 
fact. that people are accustomed to allow their 
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inn€'r life to be determined by ext.ernal .. impres
sions, hence a tend<.'ncy to uncertainty -a gcnei;al 
wavering-when it comes to unfolding a soul-life 
that has freed itself of all exterior impressions. . 

Here the student must clearly understand that 
he should only undertake these exercises if along 
with them he cultivates everything th~t may lead 
to firmness and certainty in his judgment, his 
emotional life, and his character; these precau
tions are even more necessary than when seeking 
to acquire the faculty of imagination. Should 
he take them, he will be doubly successful, for, 
in the first place, he will not lose the balance of 
his personality through the exercises; and secondly, 
he will acquire the capacity of being really able 
to carry out what is demanded in these exercises. 
They will be deemed difficult only so long as the 
student is at fault in the matter of the particu
lar attitude of soul, and the precise feelings and 
sentiments requisite to their complete perform
ance, while he who patiently and perseveringly 
cultivates within his soul such qualities as are 
favourable to the growth of supersensual know
ledge will not be long in acquiring both the under
standing and the faculty for these practices. 

Any one who can acquire the habit of frequently 
entering into the quiet of his own soul, and who, 
instead of worrying about himself, utilizes such 
time for the transforming and ordering c.,f those 
experiences he has had fo life, will gain m_uch. 
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,For he ~ill perceive that thoughts and feelings 
betome the richer by bringing life's experiences 
into connection with each other. He will become 
a}Vare that .he gains stores of new knowledge not 
jnly through new impressions and new experi
ences, but also by letting the old be digested within 
him. • 

He who is able to set to work and to ponder the 
value of his experiences,-nay, even the opinions 
he may have formed,-doing so in such a manner 
as to exclude himself, together with his sym
pathies and antipathies, his personal interests, 
and his feelings, will indeed be doing much to 
prepare the ground for knowledge of the super
sensual kind, and he will in very truth be culti
vating what may be called a rich inner life. But 
what is of primary importance is the balance 
and the equilibrium of the qualities of the soul. 
People are only too apt, when indulging in certain 
activities of the soul, to become one-sided. Thus, 
when a person has come to know the advantages 
of contemplation, and of dwelling upon pictures 
derived from his own thought-world, he is apt to 
develop a tendency to withdraw himself from the 
impressions of the outer world. Yet such a step 
only leads to a parching and withering of the inner 
life; and he will go farthest who manages to retain 
an unchecked receptivity for all impressions of 
the outar world, while yet possessing the power to 
withp.raw within his own inner self. It is by no 
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means necessary to think of the so-called iip.portant 
events of life only: every one, in every sphere. or' 
life, be his four walls ever so humble, will be 
possessed of experience enough, provided on~y 
his mind be truly receptive. Experiences neeq. 
not be sought--they abound on every hand. 

Here it is of particular importance nto consider 
how experience may be utilized by the human 
soul .. For instance, one may make the discovery 
that some one he or another greatly reveres has 
some quality that cannot but be regarded as a 
flaw in his character. A» experience of this kind 
may lead the person to whom it comes to thoughts 
which will tend in one of two different directions. 
He may simply feel that he can never again regard 
the person in question with the same degree of 
veneration; or again, on the other hand, he may 
say to himself: "How has it been possible for 
this revered person to become burdened with 
such a failing? How can I present the matter 
to my mind so as to sec in this failing not a mere 
fault, but rather a something that is the outcome 
of his life, possibly even caused by his grander 
qualities?" Whoever can place the question thus 
before his own mind may, perhaps, arrive at the 
conclusion that his veneration for his friend need 
not suffer the least diminution, owing to the 
failing that has come to light. 

Experiences of this nature will, each time they 
are met with, add something to·our understanding 
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of life. Yet it would certainly be a bad thing for 
'iny one fo allow himself, by reason of the value 
of this view of life, to excuse everything in those 
whom he happens to like, or to drop into the habit 
of ignoring "every blamable action, in order to 
s~k in it some benefit to his own inner develop
ment. For this latter does not take place if the 
impetus, not only to blame faults but to under
stand them, comes from ourselves. Advantage 
of the kind instanced ca:n only accrue when our 
attitude has been brought about by the case 
itself, and it is immatc{ial whether the person 
passing judgment thereon has anything to gain 
or to lose. It is incontestably true that we cannot 
learn by condemning a fault, hut only by under
standing it; but, at the same time, if, owing to 
understanding it, we exclude all disapproval of it, 
we cannot get very far, either. 

Here, again, the matter does not depend so 
much upon one-sidedness, either in one direction 
or the othC'r, but rather on the proportion and 
balance of all qualities in the soul; and this is 
very specially the case with one of these qualities 
whifh is preeminently important to man's devel
opment: this is the feeling of devotion. Those 
who can ~ultivate this feeling, or on whom nature 
has herself bestowed so inestimable a gift, have a 
good fovndation for the powers of supersensible 
knowledge. Those who in childhood and youth 
have been able to look up to certain persons with 
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feelings of devoted admiration, beholding in them 
some high ideal, will already possess in tlte depths· 
of their souls the soil in which supersensible kno\v
ledge may flourish abundantly. And those who, 
possessed of the maturer judgment of later life, 
can direct their gaze upon the starry heaven(; 
and surrender themselves unreservedly to revela
tions of the Higher Powers, are in a like manner 
ripening their senses for the acquisition of know
ledge with regard to the supersensible worlds. 
So is it also with those who can admire the powers 
ruling over human life itself. It is of no small 
significance for a man who has attained mat:irity 
to be able to feel himself filled with reverence, 
even of the most exalted kind, for others in whom 
he either believes there are, or thinks he recog
nizes, superlative qualities. For it is only where 
veneration such as this is present that a vista of 
the higher worlds can be revealed. Those who 
possess no sense of reverence will never go very 
far in their attainment of cognition; for from such 
as decline to appreciate anything in this world, 
the essence of all things will assuredly be withheld. 

Nevertheless, any one permitting his feelings of 
reverence and devotion to slay his healthy self
consciousness and self-confidence is guilty of sin
ning against the laws of balance and equilibrium. 
Thus the occult student must see that he labours 
perpetually to mature his own nature; then, 
indeed, he may rightly acquire confidence in hi$ 
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own personality, and believe that its powers are 
'increasi:dg more and more. Any one arriving at 
th~ right conclusion in this respect may then say 
to himself: "There are within me hidden powers, 
and I am ahle to call them forth from within. If, 
therefore, I see something which fills me with 
reverence ~cause it is above me, I need no longer 
merely venerate it, but I may confidently as
swne that, if I but develop all that is in me, I 
may raise myself to the level of the object of 
my veneration." 

The more capable a man is of fixing his at
tention upon those events of life which do not 
primarily demand any measure of personal criti
cism, the greater will be the possibility of provid
ing himself with a foundation for growth in higher 
worlds. The following example will make this 
evident. Let us assume that some one is placed 
in a position in which it rests with him either to 
do, or leave undone, a certain thing. His judg
ment bids him " Do this," while yet there may 
at the same time be a certain indefinable some
thing in his feelings which deters him from the 
deed. It may so happen that the person in ques
tion will pay no heed to this inexplicable some
thing, carrying out the action in accordance with 
his judgment. But it may also be that the person 
so plac,ed will hearken to this inner suasion and 
not perform the action. Now, pursuing the mat
ter further, he may find that mischief would have 
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resulted from his following the dictates of his 
reason, and that a blessing awaited his omission 
of the act. Any experience of this nature may 
lead a man's thoughts into quite a definite channel 1 
when he will put the matter to himself thus: 
"There is something within me that is a surer~ 
guide than is that measure of judgment of which 
I am at present possessed: I must therefore 
·retain an open mind in respect to this inner some
thing, to the height of which my own capacity for 
judgment has not yet attained." 

The soul derives much benefit from the atten
tion being directed to occurrences in life such as 
these, for they tlemonstrate that man's healthy 
premonitions bear something in them which is of 
greater moment than he, with his present degree 
of judgment, is able to perceive. Attention in 
this direction has the effect of enlarging the life 
of the soul. Yet here again certain peculiarities 
may arise which are of themselves dangerous. 
Any one who accustoms himself to a perpetual 
sifting of his judgment, owing to this or that 
"premonition," might well become a shuttle-cock 
tossing at the mercy of every kind of undefined 
impulsc; indeed, it is not a far cry from such 
habitual indecision to a state of absolute' super
stition. 

Every superstition is disastrous to the student 
of occult science. The possibility of gaining 
admission by legitimate means to the realms of 
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spiritual life must depend upon a careful exclusion 
oi. all superstition, phantasy, and dreaming. He 
who is pleased at having had a certain experience 
which cannot be grasped by human reason will 
,not approach the spiritual world in the right 
manner: No partiality for the "inexplicable" will 
ever make• an occult student. So much is certain, 
and people must entirely divest themselves of the 
idea that a mystic is ,one who presupposes the 
inexplicable and the unfathomable whenever, and 
wherever, in this world he thinks fit. The right feel
ing that should inspire the student of occult science 
is the recognition everywhere of hidden forces and 
hidden beings, and also a feeling that the hitherto 
unfathomed forces are capable of being understood 
whenever the right powers become available. 

There is a peculiar disposition of mind which 
at every step of his development is of great 
importance to the occult student. This consists 
in not assuming, in his search after truth, an atti
tude such as renders him particularly anxious as to 
the way in which this or that question can be 
answered. He should rather concentrate his ener
gies upon trying how he may best develop this or 
that fa.culty within him, and when, by means of 
such patient inward labour, various faculties 
have been attained, he will find that the answer 
to certain questions will be forthcoming. 

This- is the attitude of soul which the occult 
stu<ient should ever cultivate, for by its aid he is 
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led to work upon himself, to bring his nature to, 
greater maturity, and to be able to resist the 
impulse to force an answer to certain questions. 
He will wait, until in the fulness of time the answets 
come to him. Yet here, once more, those whq 
tend to become one-sided can achieve little, and 
the occult student may rest assured that within 
a certain time he will be in a position to solve 
even the greatest problems in accordance with the 
measure of his powers: here also balance and 
equipoise of the soul play a significant part. 

Many another quality of the soul might be dis
cussed, the fostering and development of which 
are desirable, should the student wish to pursue the 
exercises requisite to inspiration; but in everything 
it should be emphasized that harmony and balance 
are the main points; both prepare the understand
ing and the capacity for the exercises here de
scribed-exercises for the attainment of inspiration. 
• Exercises for the attainment of intuition require 
that the student should not only banish from his 
consciousness the pictures whereby he gained 
the powers of imagination, but also the life in 
that activity of his own soul into which he plunged 
for the attainment of inspiration. He ;_s-and 
this should be taken literally-to retain in his 
soul nothing he has hitherto known, either by 
inner or outer experience. But if, after this 
throwing off of both inner and outer experiences, 
nothing should remain within his consciousness,-
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,that is to !ay, should his conscfousness disappear 
ahogether and should he drift into unconscious
ness,-he would then be able to recognize his 
unfitness to• undertake as yet the exercises leading 
'¼P to intuition, and he should therefore continue 
those requisite for imagination and inspiration. 

A time is bound to come when his consciousness 
will no longer be a void after rejecting those inner 
and outer experiences,-,·when, on the contrary, 
such rejection will still leave a certain residue to 
which the student can then devote himself in 
inner meditation, just as on previous occasions 
he has given himself up to what owes its existence 
to inner and outer impressions. This something 
is, however, of a very special nature, for in com
parison with all previous experiences it will be 
found to be something absolutely new. When it 
occurs, we recognize it as being something we have 
never known before. It is a perception, even as 
an actual sound is, that strikes upon the ear; yet 
it can enter our consciousness only by way of 
our intuition, just as the sound can come within 
the range of our consciousness only by way of 
the ear. And thus with intuition the last rem
nants of. the physical and sentient are stripped 
from man's impressions, while the spiritual 
world begins to expand before the understanding 
in a form that has nothing in common with the 
charactetistics of the world of the physical senses. 
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Imaginative cognition is attained by the evolv,• • 
ing of the lotus flowers from the astral body. 
Owing to the exercises undertaken for the attain
ment of inspiration and intuition, particular 
movements, formations and tendencies whi<;:h 
were previously absent, now appear in the human 
ethcric or vital body. These are the organs by 
means of which man learns to read the secret 
writing, and takes up into the sphere of his facul
ties what lies beyond that writing. For such as 
are clairvoyant, the changes which occur in the 
etheric body of a person attaining to inspiration 
a~d intuition arc Jisplayed in the followin~ man
ner. Near the physical heart is situated a new 
centre which develops into an etheric organ. 
From this organ, movements and currents flow 
toward the different parts of the human body, 
doing so in the most varied manner. The most 
important of these movements approach the 
lotus flowers, traversing these as well as their 
separate petals, and thence directing their course 
outward to where they radiate their light out 
into exterior space. The more developed a person 
is, the greater will be the circumference around 
him wherein these rays will become discernible. 
This centre near the heart is not, however, the 
one which under correct training first tends to 
evolve. It has first to be prepared, and there is 
to be first formed a provisional centre in "the head, 
which later moves downward to the region .. of the 
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larynx, whence it is finally transferred into the 
' . .. 
nei~hhourhood of the heart. Under an irregular 
course of development it would be possible for 
the organ in question to develop near the heart • • 
in the first place, in which case there would be a 
d!nger that the student thus trained, instead of 
arriving in • due course at adequate, tranquil 
clairvoyance by regular means, would turn into 
a visionary dreamer. 

Subsequent development enables the occult 
student to render these • currents and organized 
parts of his etheric body independent of his physi
cal body; he then becomes capable of using them 
separately, and the lotus flowers then serve him 
as instruments for setting in motion his etheric 
body. Yet, before this can take place, certain 
currents and radiations must come into action 
around his entire etheric body, surrounding this, 
as it were, with a fine network, and thus encasing 
it as though it were a separate entity. When this 
has taken place, the movements and currents 
within the etheric body are able to put themselves 
in touch with the world of soul and spirit outside 
them, uniting themselves with that world in such 
a manner that affairs of the soul and spirit trans
piring externally combine and mingle with the 
inward world, with that of the etheric body. 
When this comes to pass, the moment has arrived 
when ma.ti can consciously observe the world of 
inspir~tion. This cognizance takes place in a 

26 
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manner somewhat different from cognizance of 
the physical-sense world. Jn thi~ latt~r we be~ 
come aware of the world by means of our senses, 
and gather from these perce~tion.s our iJ~_as, 
opinions, and conceptions. But in the case of 
knowledge through inspiration this is not so. 

What is thus recognized is immedita.tely present 
to the mind; there is no thinking after the per
ception has taken place. What in the case of 
physical-sense cognition is only gained through 
an idea and subsequently translated into terms, 
is, in the case of inspiration, simultaneous with 
perception. One would therefore be runn1ng the 
risk of becoming merged with the surrounding 
world of _soul and spirit, and being unable to 
differentiate oneself from it, had not the fine net
work above alluded to been previously formed in 
the etheric body. 

When exercises for the attainment of intuition 
are practised, they not only affect the etheric 
body but extend their influence to the super
sensible forces of the physical body. But it must 
not of course beJm§Lgined that effects are brought 
about in the physi'cal body which are discernible 

•to ordinary sense-observation, for the effects are 
such as the clairvoyant alone is able td estimate, 
and they have nothing to do with any external 
powers of perception. They come as the result 
of a ripened consciousness, when this. latter is 
able to have intuitional experiences, even ~hough 
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it has divested itself of all previous inner and outer 
exp~riences. The experiences of intuition are, 
however, subtle and delicate, and are of so inti
mate a natuse that the physical human body at 
its present stage of development is coarse in com
pahson with them, and therefore proves a deter
mined hindr~nce to the success of any exercises 
for attaining intuition. Nevertheless, should these 
be pursued with energy and perseverance, and 
with the requisite inwa,:d calm, they will ulti
mately overcome those powerful hindrances of 
the physical body. The occult student will be
come aware of this when he notices how, by 
degrees, particular actions of his physical body 
which hitherto had taken place without his own 
volition, now come under his control. He will 
also become aware that for a short time he will 
feel the need, for instance, of so regulating his 
breathing (or some similar act) as to bring it 
into a kind of harmonious accord with whatever 
is being enacted within his soul, be it exercises 
or other forms of inner concentration. 

The ideal development would • be· for no exer
cises to be carried out by means of the physical 
body but rather that everything which has to 
take place' within it should result only as a con
sequence of exercises for intuition. As, however, 
the physrcal body offers such powerful impedi
ments, the training may permit of so~e allevia
tions .. These consist in exercises which affect the 
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physical body; yet everything in th~s domajr. 
that has not been directly imparted by the tearher, 
or those having knowledge and experience of these 
things, is fraught with danger. Sr.1ch exercises, 
for instance, include a certain regulated process 
of breathing to be carried out for a very shoi:t 
space of time. These regulations a§ to breathing 
correspond in quite a definite way to particular 
laws of the world of the soul and spirit. Breath
ing is a physical process, and when this act is so 
carried out as to be the expression of a law of 
the soul and spirit, physical existence receives the 
direct stamp, as it were, of spirituality, and the 
sense-material is transformed. 

For this reason occult science is able to call the 
change due to such spiritual influence a direct 
transmutation of the physical, and this process 
represents what is called "working with the phi
losopher's stone" by those who have knowledge 
of these matters. And here it is important that 
all the superstitions, the humbug, and the char
latanism that have during the course of time accu
mulated about this formula should be put aside; 
the meaning of the process will be all the more 
significant to one who understands it, for the very 
reason that, as an occult student, all superstition 
is far removed from him. When we have gained 
a clear idea about a matter of importance it is 
presumably permissible to call that idea by its 
right name, even tho.ugh error and nonsense 
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should have become associated with that name 
tlirough misunderstandings and far worse things. 

Every true intuition is a '' working with the 
philosopher's, stone,'' since every such act calls 
directly upon powers which are derived from the 
suf)ersensible world, and are brought to bear upon 
the world of tiense. 

* * * 
As the occult student climbs the path leading 

to cognition of the higher worlds, he becomes 
aware at a particular point that the cohesion of 
the powers of his own personality is assuming a 
different form from that which it possesses in 
the world of the physical senses. In the latter, the 
ego brings about a uniform cooperation of the 
powers of the soul--primarily of thought, feeling, 
and will. These three soul powers are actually, 
under normal conditions of human life, in per
petual relation one to the other. For instance, 
we see a particular object in the exten1al world, 
and it pleases or is displeasing to the soul; that 
is to say, the presentment of the thing will he 
followed by a sense of either pleasure or aversion. 
Possibly we may desire the object, or may have 
the impulse to alter it in some way or other; that 
is to say, desire and will associate themselves with 
both presentment and feeling. Now this asso
ciation is.due to the fact that the ego coordinates 
presentment (thinking), feeling, and willing, and 
q.fter this fashion introduces order among the 
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powers of personality. Tllis healthy arrangement 
would be intem1pted should the ego p;ove itsei/ 
powerless in this respect: if, for instance, •the 
desires ,vent a different way from t}Je feelings.or 
the presentments. No man would be in a healthy 
condition of mind who, while thinking this tr 
that to be right, nevertheless wished-to do some
thing which he did not consider right. The same 
would hold good should a person desire not the 
thing that pleased him but that which displeased 
him. Now the person progressing toward higher 
cognition becomes a,vare that feeling, thinking, 
and willing do actually assume a certain inde
pendence; that, for example, a particular thought 
no longer urges him, as though of itself, to a cer
tain condition of feeling and willing. The matter 
resolves itself thus: We may perceive something 
correctly by means of thinking, yet in order to 
arrive at a feeling or resolution 011 the subject 
we may need a further indepc1·tdent impetus, 
coming from within. Thinking, feeling, and will
ing no longer remain three powers, radiatiug from 
the ego as their common centre, but become, as 
it were, independent entities, just as if they were 
three separate personalities. For this reason, 
therefore, a person's own ego must he· strength
ened, for not only must it introduce order among 
three powers, but the leadership and guidance of 
three entities have devolved upon it. . 

And this is what is known to occult scie.nce as 
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.t,he cleavage of the personality. Here is once 
more clearly revealed how important it is to add 
to the exercises of the higher training others for 
giving certainty and firmness to the judgment, 
and to the life of feeling and will. For if certainty 
a~d firmness arc not brought into the higher world, 
it will at ont!e be seen how weak the ego proves 
to be, and how it can be no fitting ruler over 
the powers of thought, feeling, and will. In the 
presence of this wcaknu;s, the soul would be 
dragged by three different personalities in as many 
directions, and its inner privacy would cease. 
But should the development of the occult student 
proceed on the right lines, this multiplication of 
himself, so to speak, will prove to be a real step 
forward, and he will nevertheless continue, as a 
new ego, to be the strong ruler over the inde
pendent entities which now make up his soul. 

In the subsequent course of development this 
division or cleavage is carried further; thought, 
now functioning independently, arouses the activ
ities of a fourth distinct entity of the soul and 
spirit; one that may be described as a direct 
influx into the individual of currents which bear 
a resemblance to thoughts. The entire world 
then app~ars as a thought-structure, confronting 
a man just as do the vegetable and animal worlds 
in the domain of the physical senses. In the 
same manner do feeling and will, whic}:i have be
come independent, stimulate two powers within 
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the soul to work in it as separate entiti.~s. And. 
yet a seventh power and entity must be addf,d, 
which resembles the ego itself. Thus does man, on 
reaching a particular stage of develo;>ment, fo:d 
himself to be composed of seven entities, all of 
which he has to guide and control. e. 

The whole of this experience becomes asso
ciated with a further one. Before entering the 
supersensible world, thinking, feeling, and willing 
were known to man merely as inner soul-expe
nences. But as soon as he stands within that 
supersensible world he becomes aware of things 
which express nothing of the nature of the physical 
world, but such as belong to the soul and spirit. 
Behind the characteristics of the new world of 
which he has become aware, he now perceives 
spiritual entities. These present themselves to 
him as an external world, as things in the do
main of the physical senses, as stones, plants, and 
animals have been wont to present themselves 
to his senses. Now the occult student is able to 
observe an important difference between the 
spiritual world unfolding itself before him and 
the world he has hitherto been accustomed to 
recognize by means of his physical senses. ·A 
plant of the sense-world remains what it is, what
ever man's soul may think or feel about it. This 
is not the case at first with regard to images of 
the soul and spirit world, for these change accord
ing to man's own thoughts and feelings. Man 



THE' PERCEPTION OF HIGHER WORLDS 393 

stamps upon them an impression which is the 
'result of his own being. 

•Let us imagine a particular picture presenting 
iiself to m~n in the imaginative world. As long 
as he maintains indifference toward it, it will 
tontinue to show a particular form. As soon, 
however, ~ he is moved by feelings of like or 
dislike with regard to it, its form will change. 
Pictures, therefore, at first present not only some
thii1g independent and exterior to man himself 
but they reflect also that which the man is. These 
pictures are permeated through and through with 
man's own being. This falls like a veil over the 
other beings. In this case man, even if confronted 
by a real being, docs not see this, but sees what he 
has himself created. Thus he may have something 
true before him, and yet see what is false. Indeed, 
this is not only the case in respect to what man has 
observed concerning his own entity, but every
thing which is in him impresses itself upon the 
spiritual world. 

If, for example, a person has secret inclinations, 
which owing to education and character are pre
cluded from revealing themselves in life, those 
inclinations will, nevertheless, take effect in the 
soul and spirit world, which is thus coloured in a 
peculiar way, due to that person's entity, quite 
irrespective of how much he may or may not know 
of his pwn being. And in order to be able to 
adv~nce farther from this stage of development 
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it becomes necessary that man should leam to 
distinguish between himself and the spiritt{al world I 

outside him. It is necessary that he should learn 
to eliminate all tha effects produced by his own 

~ ( 

nature upon the surrounding soul and spirit world. 
This can be done only by acquiring a knowledg{! 
of what we ourselves take with us into this new 
world. It is therefore primarily a question of 
self-knowledge, in order that we may become 
able to perceive clearly the sun-ounding world 
of soul and spirit. Now it so happens that certain 
facts of human development must lead as a natural 
consequence to such self-knowledge, when the 
student enters higher worlds. In the ordinary 
world of the physical senses man is wont to develop 
his ego, his self-consciousness, and this ego then 
acts as a point of attraction for all that appertains 
to man. All personal propensities, sympathies, 
antipathies, passions, opinions, and so on, possessed 
by a person, group themselves as it were around 
his ego, and in a like manner does the ego become 
the point of attraction for what is called the 
person's Karma. Were we to see this ego unveiled 
it would also be possible to note the destinies still 
awaiting it during this and future incarnations, 
according as it may have lived in one· way or 
another during former incarnations, and have 
acquired this or that quality. Encumbered as it 
is by all this, the ego must be the first pictµre that 
presents itself to the human soul, when ascending 
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into the • world of soul and spirit. This, man's 
do1,1ble, is hound, in accordance with a law of the 
spiritual world, to be his first impression in that 
Wilrld. It i5, easy, if we but consider the following 
statement, to explain to ourselves this fundamental 
law. In the life of the physical senses man is 
cognizant of himself only so far as he is inwardly 
conscious of himself in his thinking, feeling, and 
willing. This cognition is inward; it does not 
present itself to him externally, as do stones, 
plants, and animals; while again, even in the 
case of inner experiences, man learns to know 
himself only partially, for he has within him some
thing that prevents any deeper probing into self
cognition. 

This something is an impulse at once to set 
about altering any quality which he may have 
discovered within himself, through self-cognition, 
and about which he indulges in no illusions. 
Should he not give way to this impulse, but 
simply turn his attention away from his own self 
-remaining as he is-he, as a matter of course, 
deprives himself of even the possibility of knowing 
himself in regard to that particular matter. Yet 
should he "explore" himself, facing this or that 
quality ~f his without self-deception, he will 
either be in a position to improve them in him
self, or ·in his present condition of life he will 
be unable to do so. In the latter case a feeling 
will steal over his soul which we must designate 
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as a feeling of shanw. Thus, in very tri1th, doeli 
man's healthy nature act, and self-cognition 
engenders in it manifold kinds of shame. Even 
in ordinary life this feeling has a certain defi.n)te 
effect. A healthy-minded person who becomes 
imbued with this feeling in consequence of some 
quality within him will take care that"this quality 
does not express itself in outward acts and make 
itself felt by its effects. Thus the sense of shame 
is a force urging a man to conceal something 
within himself and not allow it to be outwardly 
apparent. 

If we ponder this sufficiently, we shall find it 
possible to undcrstanu why occult science should 
ascribe much farther-reaching effects to another 
inward experience of the soul. very closely allied 
to this feeling of "being ashamed." To occult 
science is revealed within the soul a kind of secret 
feeling of shame, of which man in his life of the 
physical senses is unaware. Yet this secret feel
ing acts much in the same way as the conscious 
feeling of shame of ordinary life to which we have 
alluded; it prevents man's inmost entity from 
being able to confront him in a recognizable 
image, or double. Were this feeling not present, 
man would see himself as he is in very truth; not 
only would he inwardly experience his thoughts, 
ideas, feelings, and decisions, but he would per
ceive these as he now perceives stones, animals, 
and plants. This feeling, therefore, is that which 
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, pbscurese1man from himself, and at the same time 
hides from him the entire spiritual world. For 
owing to this obscuration of man's inner self, 
h• becomes. unable to perceive those things by 
means of which he is to develop organs for pene
t~ating into the soul and spirit world, and he 
becomes urtable to so transform his own being 
as to render it capable of obtaining these spiritual 
organs of perception. 

Should he, however, by pursuing the right course 
of training, work in such a manner as to become 
possessed of those organs of cognition, then the 
first impression to present itself to him will be 
one of himself as he is; he becomes a ware of his 
own double. This self-recognition is inseparable 
from perception of the rest of the soul and spirit 
world. In the everyday life of the physical-sense 
world the feeling of shame here described acts in 
such a manner as to be perpetually closing the 
door, as it were, to man's entrance into the world 
of soul and spirit. If man take but one step, in 
order to penetrate within that world, straightway 
does this directly present, yet not actually con
scious feeling of shame, conceal that portion of the 
spiritual. world which was ready to be revealed. 
The exercises here described do, however, unlock 
this world: and it so happens that the above
mentio:r\ed hidden feeling acts as a great bene
factor to man, for all we may have gained, apart 
from• occult training, in the matter of judgment, 
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feeling, and character, is insufficient to. support, 
us when confronted by our own entity in its t:tu.e 
form; its apparition would rob us of all feeling of 
self, self-confidence, and self-consciommess. AE.d 
that this may not happen, provision must be 
made for cultivating sound judgment, good feel
ing, and character, at the same time that exercises 
are given for the attainment of higher knowledge. 

A correct method of tuition teaches the student 
as much of occult science as will, in combination 
with the many means provided for self-cognition 
and self-observation, enable him to meet his 
double with assured strength. It will then appear 
to the student that he sees, in another form, a 
picture • of the imaginative world with which 
he has already become acquainted in the physical 
world. Any one who has first learned in the 
physical world by means of his understanding 
to apprehend rightly the law of Karma, is not 
likely to be greatly perturbed when he sees his 
fate marked out on the image of his double. 
Any one who, by means of his own powers 
of judgment, has made himself acquainted 
with the evolution of the universe, and the de
velopment of the human race, and who ,is aware 
that at a particular epoch of this development 
the powers of Lucifer penetrated into the 
human soul, will have little difficulty in' endur
ing the 5ight of the image of his own ·individ
uality, when he knows that it includes those 
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Luciferi,::ih powers and all their accumulated effects . 
• This will therefore suffice to show how neces

sary it is that no one should demand admission 
iflto the spiritual world befor~ having learned to 
understand certain truths concerning it; learning 
\;hem by means of his own judgment, as developed 
in this wofld of the physical senses. Everything 
that was imparted in this volume previous to the 
explanatioIJ- concerning '' cognition of the higher 
worlds," should have ueen laid to heart by the 
student in the course of his regular development, 
by means of his ordinary judgment, before he has 
any desire to seek entrance himself into the super
sentient worlds. 

Where the training has been such as to pay 
little heed to firmness and surety of judgment, 
and of the life of feeling and character, it may 
happen that the student will approach the higher 
world before being possessed of the necessary 
inner capacities. The meeting with his double 
wou]d in this case overwhelm him. But what 
might also happen is that the meeting might be 
altogether avoided, and the person in question 
thus introduced into the supersensible world 
would be totally unable to know that world in 
its true· form, for it would be impossible for him 
to differentiate between the appearance which 
things·present to him through his own entity, and 
that which they really are. For thi11 differen
tiation becomes possible only when a person has 
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himself beheld the image of his own entity, and 
has thus separated from his surroundings every
thing proceeding from his own inner being. 

In respect to the 'world of physical sense, man'ts 
double acts thus: the already mentioned sense of 
shame causes it instantly to disappear when mar{ 
nears the world of the soul and spirit: but in so 
doing it also causes the whole of that world to 
become invisible. The double stands before the 
entrance as a ''guardian,'' ready to deny admis
sion to all who are as yet unfit, and it is therefore 
designated in occult science as the "guardian of 
the threshold of the world of soul and spirit." 
Indeed, we may call it the "lesser guardian," for 
there is another, of whom we shall speak later. 

And besides this meeting with his double on 
entering the supersensible world as here set forth, 
man encounters the Guardian of the Threshold 
when he passes the portals of physical death, 
and it gradually reveals itself during that devel
opment of the soul and spirit which takes place 
between death and a new birth. Then, however, 
the encounter can in no wise crush us, for we then 
know of other worlds of which we are ignorant 
during the life between birth and death. 4 person 
entering the world of the soul and spirit without 
having encountered the Guardian of the Thresh
old. would be liable to fall a prey to one delusion 
after another. For he would never be able to 
distinguish between that which he himself brings 
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, into that world and that which really belongs to 
it .• But correct training should lead the student 
into the domain of truth, not of error, and with 
sach training the meeting must at some time or 
other inevitably take place, for it is the one essen
t?al remedy, in the observation of the supersen
sible worlds,. against the possibility of deception 
and phantasm. 

•It is one of the prec:autions most incumbent 
on every occult student to conduct his work of 
training so as not to degenerate into a visionary, 
liable to either suggestion, or auto-suggestion; 
and wherever correct occult training is adhered 
to, the causes of such deceptions are destroyed 
at their source. It would of course be impossible 
here to speak exhaustively of the many details 
to be included in such precautions, and we can 
only indicate what these depend on in general. 
The illusions to be taken into account arise from 
two sources. In part they proceed from the fact 
that our OW!)- soul-entity is apt to colour reality. 
In the ordinary life of the physical-sense world, 
the danger arising from this source of deception 
is comparatively small, for here we have the exter
nal world always ready to assert its own forms 
distinctly enough, however the observer may 
choose to colour them in accordance with his own 
wishes and interests. As soon, however, as we 
enter th'e imaginative world, all the pictures are 
changed by such wishes and interests, and we 

27 
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have then actually before us that whicl\ we our,. 
selves have formed or, at any rate, helped to foQTI. 
Now, as through this meeting with the Guar
dian of the Threshold the occult student bcco~s 
aware of everything within him, of what, therefore, 
he may be taking with him into the spiritual worl<1, 
this source of delusion is removed, and the prep
aration which will have been given the student 
prior to his entering that world is in itself calct1-
lated to accustom him to exclude self-even in 
matters appertaining to the physical world--
when making his observations, thus allowing 
things and occurrences to speak for themselves. 
Any one who has sufficiently practised these pre
paratory exercises may await this meeting with 
the Guardian of the Threshold in all tranquillity; 
by this meeting it will be conclusively proved 
whether he be really in a condition to exclude 
his own entity when confronted by the soul and 
spirit world. 

And in addition to this there is another source 
of delusion. This becomes apparent when we 
place the wrong interpretation upon an impres
sion we receive. We may illustrate it by means 
of a very simple example taken from t~e world 
of the physical senses. It is the delusion we 
encounter when sitting in a railway carriage; we 
think the trees are moving in the reverse direction 
to the train, whereas we ourselves are moving with 
the train. Although there are many cases in 
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. which !i~Ch illusions occurring in the physical 
w.,prld are more difficult to correct than the simple 
one we have adduced, yet it is easy to see that, 
tWen withi111 that world, means may be found for 
getting rid of those delusions if a person of sound 
judgment brings everything to Lear upon the 
matter whit:h may help to clear it up. 

But as soon as we penetrate into the world of 
the soul and spirit such elucidations become less 
easy. In the world of sense, facts are not altered 
by human delusions about them; it is therefore 
possible to correct a delusion by unprejudiced 
observation of facts. But in the supersensible 
world this is not immediately possible. If, desir
ing to study a supersensible matter, we approach 
it in the wrong spirit of judgment, we then carry 
that wrong judgment over into the thing itself, 
and it becomes interwoven with the fact, the two 
becoming not at once distinguishable; for the 
error is no longer in the person and the correct 
fact exterior to him, but the error will have become 
a compone~t part of the exterior fact. It cannot 
therefore be cleared up simply by unprejudiced 
observation of the fact. This is enough to indicate 
an extremely fertile source of illusion and decep-. 
tion for one who would venture to approach the 
supersensible world without adequate preparation. 

And • as the occult student becomes able to 
exclude· delusions which might tinge the phenom
ena of the supersensible world with the colour of 
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his own entity, so too must he acquire thQ further, 
attribute of making the second source of such 
delusions ineffective. He can eliminate what 
arises within himself after the meeting with his 
own double, and he will be able to remove the 
second source of delusion when he has acquired. 
the capacity for estimating by the nature of a 
fact seen in the supersensible world, whether it 
be real or illusionary. Now if the delusions were 
of precisely the same appearance as the real
ities, differentiation would be impossible. But 
this is not the case. Illusions seen in the super
sensible world have their own characteristics, 
which allow of their being distinguished from 
realities, and the important thing is for the occult 
student to know by what qualities he may be 
able to recognize the reality. 

Nothing seems more obvious than that those 
ignorant of occult training should here say: 
"How, then, is there any possibility of guarding 
against delusions, seeing that their causes are so 
numerous?" And he may further object thus: 
'' Can an occult student ever be safe from the 
possibility that all his so-called higher experiences 
may not turn out to be based on no more than 
suggestion and auto-suggestion?" And yet any 
one advancing these objections ignores the fact 
that all true occult training proceeds in such a 
manner as to remove those sources of delusion 
one by one. In the first place, the true occult 
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student 0will du1;ng his preparation have become 
possessed of so much knowledge about those 
matters which may lead to delusion and self
<ielusion, tpat he will be in 8- position to avoid 
them. He will in all such things have an une
ti_uallcd opportunity of rendering himself level
headed anel. capable of right judgrn.ent for the 
journey of life. Everything he learns teaches 
h.im not to rely on vague presentiments and pre
monitions. Training makes him as cautious as 
it is possible for him to be, and, in addition to 
this, all true training leads in the first place 
to conceptions as to the great cosmic events,--to 
matters, therefore, which necessitate the exertion 
of the judgment, a process by which this power is 
both refined and sharpened. But such as decline 
to occupy themselves with these remote subjects, 
and prefer keeping to revelations nearer at hand, 
might miss the strengthening of that sound power 
of judgment which gives certainty in distinguishing 
between illusion and reality. Yet even this is 
not the matt important thing, for that consists 
in the exercises themselves, which are carried out 
during a systematic course of occult training. 
These are so arranged that the consciousness of 
the student is enabled during inward meditation 
to scan minutely all that passes within his soul. 
In order to bring about imagination, . the first 
thing to be done is to form a symbol. In this 
ther~ are still elements taken from external 
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observation; the person himself is not al9ne con•. 
cerned in their contents, he does not himself ,. 
produce them. He may, therefore, fall into error 
as to the manner in"which they are produced, and 
he may assign their origin to wrong sources. But 
when the occult student proceeds onward to the 
exercises for 'inspiration, he dismisses' these con
tents from his consciousness and immerses himself 
only in the soul-activity which was occasioned bif 
the symbol. Even here error is still possible: 
education and study have induced a particular 
kind of soul-activity in man. He is unable to 
know everything as to the origin of such activities. 
Now, however, the occult student sets to work to 
remove his own soul-activity from his conscious
ness; should then aught remain, nothing can 
adhere to it that cannot easily be scanned, nothing 
can intrude itself that is not easily investigated 
in respect to its entire contents. 

In his intuition, therefore, the occult student 
possesses something which shows him how a pure 
reality within the soul and spirit wond is consti
tuted, and should he apply this recognized test 
to all that meets his observation in the realm of 
spiritual realities he will be well able to distinguish 
appearance from reality; while he may also feel sure 
that the application of this law provides just as 
effectually against delusions in the spiritual world 
as does the knowledge in the physical world that an 
imaginary piece of red.hot iron cannot burn him. 
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It is obvious that this test applies only to our . . ~ 

own experiences i11 the supersensihlc wnrld, and 
not to communications made to us which we have 
to. apprehen.d by means of ottr physical under
standing at'ld our healthy sense of truth. The 
o~cult student should exert himself to draw a 
distinct linea of demarcation between the know
ledge he acquires by the one means, and by the 
otper. He should be ready on the 011e hand to 
accept communications fi1ade to him rcganliug 
the higher worlds, and should seek to understand 
them by using his powers of judgment. When, 
however, he is confronted by an "experience," 
which he may so name because it is due to personal 
observation, he will first carefully test the same to 
ascertain whether it possesses exactly those char
acteristics which he has lean1ecl to recogmze by 
means of infallihle intuition. 

* * * 
The meeth1g with the Guardian of the Threshold 

being over, the occult student will have to face 
other new e:t.periences, and the first thing that 
he will become aware of is the inner connec
tion which exists between this Guardian of the 
Threshold and that soul-power we have already 
characterized, when describing the cleavage of 
personality, as being the seventh power to resolve 
itself into an independent entity. This .seventh 
entity is, .indeed, in certain respects no other than 
the dquble, or Guardian of the Threshold itself, 
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and it lays a particular task upon the student. For 
what he is in his ordinary self, which nu~ appears• 
to him in an image, has to be led and guided 'by 
the new-born self t so that there ariSfS a kind "of 
war against the double, which will be" found con
stantly striving to gain the upper hand. This 
endeavour to set up the right relat~onship, this 
care not to permit of its doing aught but what 
may result from the influence of the new-bQrn 
ego, is what endows man's powers with firmness 
and vigour. 

This matter of self-cognition is, in certain 
respects, different in the higher worlds from what 
it is in the physical world of sense. For whereas 
in the latter self-cognition occurs as an inner 
experience only, the newly born ego becomes 
immediately discernible as an externally spiritu
alize<'i vision. We see our new-born ego before 
us, yet we cannot perceive it in its entirety, for, 
whatever the step to which we may have climbed 
on our journey to the supersensible worlds, there 
will ever be higher steps still, and' on these we 
shall perceive still clearer visions of our "higher 
self." It can therefore but partially reveal itself 
to the student, at whatever stage he may be. 
The temptation here assailing man is tremendous; 
for having once caught a glimpse of this higher 
self, he becomes inclined to regard it from the 
standpoint he has acquired in the world of the 
physical senses. And yet even this temP.tation 
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Js salutary; it is indeed necessary, if man's devel
opment is to proceed in the right manner. For • the student must here note what it is that appears 
a~ his double, as the Guardiarf of the Threshold, 
and place it ever in front of the higher self, in 
o\-der that he may rightly observe the disparity 
between what he is and what he is to become. 
But while thus engaged in observation he will 
foad that the Guardian of the Threshold will 
assume quite a different· aspect, for it will now 
reveal itself as a picture of all the obstacles which 
oppose the development of the higher ego, and we 
then become aware of how great a load the 
ordinary ego has to drag about with it. 

Then, should the student's preparations not 
have rendered him strong enough to be able to 
say: "I will not remain at this point, but will 
persistently work my way upwards toward the 
higher ego," he will grow weak and will shrink 
back dismayed before what yet lies before him. 
Then, though he has plunged into the spiritual 
world, he "ill give up trying to work his way 
farther, and will become a captive to that image 
which, as Guardiafl of the Threshold, now con
fronts the soul. And the remarkable thing here 
is that the person so situated will have no feeling 
of being a captive. He will on the contrary 
think he is going through quite a different experi
ence, foF the image called forth by the Guardian 
of the Threshold may he such as to awaken in 
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the soul of the observer the impression th~t in the. 
pictures which appear at this stage of develop
ment he has before him all possible worlds in their 
t~ntirety--thc impression of having ~ttained tn 
the summit of all knowledge, and of the-re being, 
thc-refore, nothing left to strive after. There9. 
fore, instead of freling himself a captive, the 
student would believe himself rich beyond all 
measure. and in possession of all the secrets of tl~ 
universe. Nor need this experience fill any one 
with surprise. though it be the reverse of the fact, 
for we must remember that hy the time these 
experiences are felt W(' are standing within the 
soul a1Hl spirit wurld, and that the special pecu
liarity of this world is that it represents events in 
the reversed unkr to that in which they actually 
occur -a fact which has already been alluded to 
in our'survey of life after death. 

The image seen by the occult student at this 
stage of development shows him a different aspect 
from that in which the Guardian of the Threshold 
first revealed itself. In the double firs'~ mentioned 
were to he seen all those qualities which, as the 
result of the influence of Lucifer, are posscssecl by 
man's ordinary ego. But in the course of hw11an 
development another power has, in consequence 
of Lucifer's influence, also invested the soul of 
man, this being the one known as the power of 
Ahriman, and it is this power that during his 
physical existence prevents man from becoming 
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aware of those entities of the soul and spirit world . . 
which lie behind the surface of the exterior world. 
A11 that man's soul has become under the influ
eJl,ce of thiti power may he diseerncd in the image 
revealing itself <luring the experience just de
~cribed. Those who have been sufficiently prepared 
for this e~erience will, when thus confronted, 
be able to assign it its true meaning, ancl 
tacn: another fonu will soon become visihlc ---one 
we may describe as the ••• greater Guardia11 of the 
Threshold"; and this one will tell the student 
not to rest content with the grade to which he has 
attained, but to work on energetically. It will 
call forth in him the consciousness that the world 
he has conquered will only hecomc a truth, and 
not an illusion, if the work tims begun be contin
ued in a corresponding manner. Those, however, 
who, having been trained in aecorcbnce with a 
wrong system of occult science. face this experience 
unprepared, will, on meeting with the greater 
Guardian of the Threshold, be fillecl with feelings 
of boun<lles~ fear and immeasurable horror. 

Just as the meeting with the .. lesser Guardian" 
gives t11c occult student the opportunity of judging 
whether or not he be proof against delusions, such 
as miglit arise through interweaving his own 
personality with the supersensible world, so too 
must he be able to prove from the experiences 
which .finally lead to the "greater Guardian," 
whet:her he is able to withstand those illusions 
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which are to be traced to the second source men
tioned farther back in this chapter. Should he 
be proof against the powerful illusion by which 
the world of image5 to which he has ~ttained i~ 
falsely displayed to him as a rich possession, 
when actually he is but a captive, then he i9 
guarded also against the danger of, mistaking 
appearance for reality during the further course 
of his development. .-. 

Up to a certain point the Guardian of the 
Threshold will assume a different fonn in the case 
of each individual. The meeting with him corre
sponds exactly to the way in which the personal 
nature of supersensible observations is overcome. 
The possibility is then given of entering a realm 
of experience which is free from any tinge of 
personality and is open to every human being. 

r * * * 
When the occult student has passed through 

the above experiences he will be capable of dis
tinguishing in the spiritual world between what he 
himself is and what is exterior to him,- and he will 
then recognize why an understanding of the cos
mic occurrences narrated in this book is necessary 
to man's understanding of humanity itself and 
its life process. In fact, we can understand the 

. physical body only when we recognize the manner 
in which it has been built up in the developments 
undergone in the Saturn, the Sun, the. Moon, 
:;\.nd the earth periods, and we come to und~rstand 
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the et11eric body when we follow its evolution_ 
through the development of the Sun, Moon, and • earth stages. We further comprehend what is 
~ound up )Vith our earth-dev~lopmcnt at present 
if we can but grasp how all things proceed by the 
'process of gradual evolution, so that occult train
ing places•us in a position to recognize the con
nection between everything that is within man and 
'iOrresponding facts and entities existing in the 
world exterior to him. ' For the position is this: 
that each principle of man stands in some connec
tion with the rest of the world. In this book it 
has, of course, been possible only to hint at these 
things very generally; it must however be borne 
in mind that the physical body had, at the time 
of the Saturn development, for instance, no more 
than its first rudimentary beginnings: its organs
such as the heart, lungs, and brain-developed 
later during the Sun, Moon, and earth periods, 
for which reason heart, lungs, and brain are related 
to the evolutionary process of Sun, Moon, and 
earth. ' 

It is the same thing with regard to the members 
of the.etheric body, of the sentient body, and of 
the sentient soul. Man is the outcome of the 
entire world surrounding him, and every single 
thing about him corresponds to some process, to 
some entity, in the external world. At the right 
stage of his development the occult student 
comes to recognize the connection of his own 
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entity ,vith the cosmos, and this stage of the devel
opment may in the occult scns<' be ,lesc~ibed as' 
hecorning awan· of the relationship of the little 
world, the microcasm,----that is, man, himself,-.:
to the greater world, the macrocosm. •And when 
the occult student has pressed on thus far he ma1 
become aware of a new experience; he begins to 
feel himself grown together, as it were, with the 
entire world-structure, although he remains full.y 
conscious of his own independence. This is a 
merging within the universe, a becoming "at 
one" with it, yet nevertheless without losing the 
personal identity. Occult science describes this 
stage as the '' becoming one with the macrocosm,'' 
and it is important that this condition must not 
be imagined as one in which the separate con
sciousness ceases, the human entity flowing forth 
into tliL' all, for such a thought would be but the 
expression of an opinion which is the result of an 
untutored reasoning. 

Following this stage of development something 
takes place that in occult science is clescribed as 
"beatitude." It is neither possible nor necessary 
that this stage be more closely described, for 
no human words have the power to picture man's 
experiences at that time, and it may rightly be 
said that any conception of this state could be 
acquired only by means of such thought-p0wer as 
would no longer be depe_ndent upon the instru
ment of the human brain. The separate stages 
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of the higher knowledge may, following the proc -
"esses of initiation as ,kscrihrd, lw t.hus set forth: 

• 
I. The study of occult science, in the course 

• of w}.ich we first of air make use of the 
reasoning powers we have acquired in the 
world of the physical scm,es . • 

2. Attaimnent of imaginative cognition. 
J. Reading the secret writing (which corre

• sponds to inspirati0n). 
-1-· Working with the philosopher's stone (cor

responding to intuition). 
s. Cognition of the relationship between the 

microcosm and the macrocosm. 
6. Being one with the macrocosm. 
7. Beatitude. 

It is not necessary to imagine these stages as 
following each other consecutively, for the ,:nurse 
of training may very possibly resolve itself in 
such a way that, according to the individuality 
of the student, one step may be but partially 
taken when Jie will be already practising exercises 
for the next. For instance, it may very well be 
that when he has won, in a reliable way, but a 
few imctginative pictures, he will be already doing 
exercises. which lead him on to draw inspiration, 
intuition, or cognition of the relationship between 
the microcosm and the macrocosm into the sphere 
of his own experiences . . 

* * 
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'When the student has acquired some experience 
of intuition he comes to know not onl): the pie= 
tures of the spiritual worl<l, nor is he only ahle9to 
read by their light the secret script, but he also 

I • 

acquires knowledge of those beingS' to whose 
cooperation is due the creation of tlw world, io 
which man himself belongs; thus lie lean1s to 
know himself in the true form which he possesses 
as a spiritual being in the soul and spirit world, 
He has struggled through to the knowledge of his 
higher ego, and in so doing will have noted how 
he has to continue the work in order that he may 
master his double, the Guardian of the Threshold. 
Yet further on he will have met the "greater 
Guardian," who stands before him, perpetually 
summoning him to further labours. It is this 
greater Guardian of the Threshold who now 
becorhcs the example he must strive to resemble, 
and when the student has acquired this feeling 
he will have risen to that important stage of 
development in which he will be in a position to 
recognize who it is that is really standing before 
him as that '' greater Guardian.'' For hence
forth, in the student's consciousness, the Guardian 
is gradually transformed into the figure of the 
Christ, whose Being and intervention in the 
evolution of the earth have been dealt with in a 
foregoing chapter. 

Thus does it happen that the student, through 
his intuition, will have become initiated int9 that 
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sublime mystery which is linked with the name 
• of Christ!_the Christ revealing himself to him as 
the '' Great Example to be held up to humanity 
o~ earth." • • 

When in this manner, and by means of intuition, 
the Christ becomes recognized in the world of the 
spirit, then ioo does it become possible for us to 
understand those events that took place his
t01;i~ally upon earth duri~g the fourth post
Atlantean period (the Greco-Roman time), and 
how it came to pass that at that epoch the great 
Sun-Spirit, the Christ-Being, intervened in the 
world's development, and how He still continues 
to guide its evolution. These are matters the 
student will then know by personal experience. 
Therefore it is through intuition that the meaning 
and significance of the earth's evolution arc dis-
closed to the occult student. • 

The path leading to knowledge of the super
sensible worlds, as above indicated, is one which 
all men may travel, whatever their position under 
the present oonditions of life. And in speaking 
of such a path it must be borne in mind that, while 
the goal of knowledge and truth is the same at • all times of the earth's development, yet the 
starting-point for man has varied considerably at 
different periods. For instance, the man of the 
present day who wishes to find his way into the 
supersensible worlds, cannot start from the same 
point ~s the Egyptian candidate for initiation of 

28 



418 AN OUTLINE OF OCCULT ·scIENCE 

old. This is why it is impossible simpl¥ to apply,. 
the exercises given to the student of ancient 
Egypt to the requirements of moden1 human1ty. 
For since those 'times men's souls ,have pas.c:ed 
through different incarnations, and ethis passing 
onward from incarnation to incarnation has r1ot 
been without significance and importance. The 
capabilities and qua)ities of souls change from 
one incarnation to another. Those who J-1.ve 
studied human history even superficially are in a 
position to judge how feelings and opinions have 
changed, since the t,velfth and thirteenth centuries 
of the Christian era, from what they were in 
former ages. In fact, not only the feelings and 
opinions but even the capabilities of men differ 
from what they were formerly. The path here 
described for the acquirement of the higher know
ledge is one which is suitable for souls incarnating 
in the immediate present. It fixes the starting
point of spiritual development just where the man 
of the present day stands, in whatever conditions 
of life he may be placed. 

Just as external life changes its forms, so does 
progressive evolution lead humanity on from one 
form to another, as epoch succeeds epoch, in regard 
to the paths to higher knowledge. For at all 
times it is necessary that perfect harmony should 
reign between external life and initiation. In 
the next chapter indicp,tions will be found of the 
change which has had to take place in the ancient 
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form of initiation by which the Mysteries led 
•into the• higher worlds, in order that it might 
become modern initiation-the attainment of 
sij.persensible knowledge in it~ present form. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE PRESENT AND FUTURE EVOLUTIDN OF TiiE 

WORLD AND OF HUMANITY .. 

IT is impossible to know anything in the 
occult sense of the present and future _.of 
hwnan or planetary evolution without under

standing that . evolution in the past. For what 
presents itself to the occult student's observation 
when he watches the hidden events of the past, 
contains at the same time everything that he can 
learn of the present and of the future. In this 
book we have spoken of the Saturn, Sun, Moon, 
and earth evolutions. We cannot follow the 
evolution of the earth, as the occultist understands 
it, unless we observe the events of preceding 
evolutionary periods. For what meets us to-day 
within the bounds of our earthly globe comprises 
in a certain sense the facts of the 1evolution of 
the Moon, Sun, and Saturn. The beings and 
things that took part in the evolution of the Moon 
have gone on developing, and all that now belongs 
to the earth is the outcome of that devdopment. 

But not everything that has been· evolved from 
the Moon to the earth is perceptible to sense
consciousness. A part of that which Cflme over 
to us from the evolution of the Moon is revealed 
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only at a certain stage of clairvoyant conscious-• . 
ness, at which the knowledge of supersensual 
worlds is reached. When this knowledge is gained, 
t~e fact th.tt our earthly plahet is united to a 
supersensible world is recognized. The latter 
i:t\cludes that part of lunar existence which is not 
sufficiently tlensiiicd to be observed by the phys
ical senses. At first we see in it that part as it 
is .at present,-not as ~t was at the time of the 
evolution of the original Moon. But clairvoyant 
consciousness can get a picture of the conditions 
of that earlier period. For by concentration on 
the images which clairvoyant consciousness can 
obtain to-day, it is seen that this picture gradually 
divides into two. One presents the shape borne 
by the earth during the lunar evolution, the other 
shows itself in such a way that we recognize as 
its content a form as yet in the germinal •stage, 
which will become a reality-in the sense in 
which the earth is now a reality-only in the 
future. 

On furthu observation it is seen that the 
results, in a certain sense, of what is taking place 
on the earth are continually streaming into that 
future form, so that in it we have before us that 
which our earth will ultimately become. The 
effects of earthly exi.stence will unite with the 
events in the world described, and out of this will 
arise the. new world-being, into which the earth 
will be transformed, as the Moon was transformed 
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into the .earth. This future form is called in 
t I 

occult science the Jupiter condition. The clair-
voyant observer of this Jupiter state sees the 
revelation of certain events which must take plaQe 
in the future. The reason for this is that in the 
supersensible part of the earth which had it~ 
origin in the l\Ioon, beings and things•are present 
which will assume dl'finite form when certain 
events have actually happened in the physiool 
world. Thus there will be something in the 
Jupiter condition which was predetermined by the 
:.Moon evolution, and it will contain new factors, 
coming into the whole evolution only in conse
quence of terrestrial events. In this way clair
voyant consciousness is able to learn something 
of what will happen during the Jupiter state. 

The beings and facts observed in this field of 
consciousness have not the nature of sense-images; 
they do not even appear as fine air-stn1ctures, 
from which effects might proceed which are 
reminiscent of sense-impressions. They give purely 
spiritual impressions of sound, light,, and heat. 
These arc not expressed through any material 
embodiments. They can be apprehendtd only 
hy clairvoyant consciousness. And yet it may 
be said that these beings have a "body.'' This 
body, however, appears within their soul-part, 
which manifests as their being, for the time, 
like a mass of condensed . memories, which they 
carry within their psychic being. It is possible 
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to distinguish, within their being, between what . . -
they are now experiencing and what they have 
experienced and now remember. This last is 
cQntained within them like n bodily element. 
They are c'bnscious of it in the same way as an 
earthly human being is conscious of his body. 

At a sta~e of clairvoyant development higher 
than that just described as necessary for a know
le,Jge of the Moon and Jupiter, the student is able 
to perceive supersensible beings and objects which 
are, in fact, more highly developed forms of those 
present during the Sun condition, but which have 
now reached stages of existence so lofty as to be 
quite imperceptible to a consciousness capable 
only of observing the Moon forms. During deep 
meditation the picture of this world also divides 
into two. The one leads to a knowledge of the 
Sun state of the past; the other exhibits a -future 
form of the earth-that into which the latter 
shall be transformed when the fruits of all that 
takes place on it and on Jupiter have merged into 
the forms oi that other world. 

What can thus be observed of this future world 
may be characterized in occult phraseology as the 
Venus condition. In a similar manner, to a still 
more highly evolved clairvoyant consciousness, a 
future state of evolution is revealed, which we 
may call the Vulcan state. It stands in the same 
relationship to the Saturn state as· the Venus 
c6ndttion does to that of the Sun, or the Jupiter 
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state to the evolution of the Moon. Therefore, 
' •' when we contemplate the past, present, and 

future of the earth's evolution, we may speak of 
the Saturn, Sun, •:Moon, earth, Jupiter, Venu.\,, 
and Vulcan evolutions. • 

Just as these far-reaching conditions of the 
evolution of our earth lie disclosed to•clairvoyant 
vision, the same vision is also able to cover the 
nearer future. There is a picture of the future 
corresponding to every picture of the past. But 
in speaking of such things one point must be 
emphasized, the realization of which should be 
considered absolutely indispensable: in order to 
recognize facts of this kind, we must absolutely 
do away with the idea that mere philosophical 
reflection upon the subject can establish anything. 
These things cannot, and must not, ever be 
investigated by that kind of thinking. Any one 
would be labouring under a prodigious delusion 
who, after becoming acquainted with the teachings 
of occult science regarding the Moon state, was to 
think that he could discover the futur.~ conditions 
of Jupiter by comparing those of the Moon and 
earth. These conditions must be investigated 
only when the reguisite clairvoyant consciousness 
has been attained; but once communicated to 
others after such investigation, they can be 
understood without any clairvoyant consciousness. 

Now the occultist finds himself in quite.a differ
ent position, with regard to revelations concernirtg 
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the future, from that in which he stands with 
'regard lo those of the past. It is impossible at 
first for man to contemplate future events with 
tJie equanipiity which is possible for him with 
regard to the past. Future events excite human 
will and feeling; while the past affects us in quite 
a different• way. A student of life knows how 
true this is of everyday existence; but how enor
IJV)Usly this truth is enhanced, and what an 
intimate bearing it has· upon the hidden facts of 
life, can only be realized by one who has some 
knowledge of the superphysical world. That 
is the reason why those who do know such things 
are very definitely limited as to what they are 
allowed to give out. Certain things bearing on 
the future can, in fact, be imparted only to those 
who have themselves determined to follow the 
path leading to the supersensible worlds.• Such 
people have acquired by their mental attitude 
something which gives them the disinterestedness 
necessary for the reception of these teachings. 
For this re~son certain secret facts, even of the 
past and present, can be spoken of only to such 
as are prepared for them. These are facts so 
closely connected with future evolution that their 
effect orf the human soul is similar to that produced 
by communications regarding the future itself. 

This. explains, also, why the information in 
this boo.k regarding the present and the future is 
givei;i in the merest outline as compared with the 
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more detailed descriptions of the evolution of the 
world and of humanity in the past. What is ' 
said here is not intended to appeal to the love oI 
sensation in the ~tnallest degree; nqt even tQ 

awaken it. \Ve shall only state where the answer 
can be found by a certain definite attitude of 
mind to vital questions which natuntlly present 
themselves. 

Just as the great cosmic evolution can be po,:
trayed in a series of conditions following one 
another, from the Saturn to the Vulcan period, so 
also is this possihle for shorter periods of time; 
for example, for those of the evolution of the earth. 
Since that mighty upheaval which terminated the 
ancient Atlantean life, successive periods of human 
evolution have followed one another which have 
been called in this work the ancient Indian, the 
ancient Persian, the Egypto-Chaldean, and the 
Greco-Roman. The fifth period is that in which 
humanity finds itself to-day-it is the present 
time. This period gradually took its rise in the 
eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth cen.turies A.D., 

after a period of preparati~n commencing in the 
fourth and fifth centuries.· The Greco-Roman 

' period preceding it began about the eighth cen-
tury B.c. When one third of this period had 
elapsed, the coming of the Christ took place. 

During the transition from the Egypto-Chaldean 
to the Greco-Roman period, the attitude. of the 
human mind and, indeed, . all human capacities; 



THE ~RESENT AND FUTURE EVOLUTION 42 7 

underwtnt a change. In the first of these two 
periods that which we now know as logical reflec
tion, as a reasonable conception of the world, was 
-,till wantiJ1g. The knowledge which a man now 
acquires through his intelligence he then gained 
9in the manner suited to that time,-directly 
through a'1 inner or, in a certain respect, clair
voyant knowledge. He saw the things around 
J..im, and while perceiving them the conception
the vision of them which the soul needed-arose 
·within the consciousness. Whenever knowledge 
is gained in this way, not only do pictures of the 
physical sense-world come to light, but from the 
depths of consciousness there arises a certain 
knowledge of facts and beings which are not of 
the physical world. This was a remnant of the 
ancient dim clairvoyance, once the common 
property of the whole of humanity. • 

During the Greco-Roman period an ever
increasing number of individuals appeared without 
these capacities. Intelligent reflection concerning 
things took their place. These individuals were 
more and more shut off from the immediate per
ception of the spiritual world, and were more and 
more restricted to forming a picture of it through 
their intelligence and feeling. This condition 
lasted more or less during the whole of the fourth 
division of the post-Atlantean period. Only those 
individuals who had preserved the old mental 
!tate as an inheritance could still become directly 
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conscious of the spiritual world. But the~e were 
stragglers from an earlier time. Their manner 
of gaining knowledge was no longer suitable fo;· 
later conditions. For, as a consequence of the-
laws of evolution, an old faculty of the ·soul loses 
something of its former significance when newt 
capacities appear. Human life then adapts itself 
to these new capacities, and can no longer properly 
use the old capacities. • 

There were individuals, however, who began in 
full consciousness to add, to the powers of intelli
gence and of feeling already gained, the develop
ment of other and higher powers, which made it 
possible for them once more to penetrate into the 
spiritual world. To this end they were obliged 
to set to work in a different way from that in 
which the pupils of the old Initiates had been 
trained~ The latter had not been obliged to take 
into account those faculties of the soul which were 
developed only in the fourth period. The method 
of occult training which has been described in 
this work as that of the present age, b~gan in its 
first rudiments in the fourth period. But it was 
then only at its commencement; it cou\d not 
attain real maturity till the fifth period (from the 
twelfth and thirteenth centuries onward).· Those 
who sought to rise into supersensible worlds in 
this manner could learn something of the· higher 
regions of existence through the exercise of their 
own imagination, inspiration, and intuition. Those 
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who ~ent no further than the development of 
the faculties of reason and feeling could learn 
• only through tradition what had been known to 
,ancient c1ii,irvoyance. This ~as handed on, either 
by word •of mouth or in writing, from generation 
to generation. 

Neithef could those born later know anything 
of the real nature of the Christ-event save by such 
traditions, if they did not view it from the level 
of the superphysical worlds. Initiates there cer
tainly were who still possessed the natural facul
ties of perception on the higher planes, and who 
by the development of those faculties did ascend 
thither, in spite of their disregard of the new 
powers of intelligence and feeling. Through them 
a transition was effected from the old method 
of Initiation to the new. Such persons lived in 
later times as well. T'he essential characteristic 
of the fourth period is that, by the exclusion of 
the soul from direct communion with the psycho
spiritual world, the human faculties of intelligence 
and feeling were thereby strengthened and invigor
ated. The souls whose powers of intelligence 
and feeling had at that time developed to a great 
extent as the result of incarnation, carried over 
with tbem the fruits of this development in to 
their incarnations during the fifth period. As 
a compensation for this exclusion from the higher 
worlds-, mighty traditions of the Ancient Wisdom 
"'then existed, especially those of the Christ-event, 
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which by the power of their content gaye men 
confident knowledge of the higher worlds. 

But there were still certain individuals existing 
who had evolved the higher powers of knowledge, 
in addition to the faculties of reason a:ri.d feeling. 
It devolved upon them to learn the facts of the• 
higher worlds, and especially of the Mystery of 
the Christ-event, by direct supersensible percep
tion. From these individuals there always flowei 
into the souls of other men as much as was intelli
gible and good for them. 

The first extension of Christianity was to take 
place just at a time when the capacities for super
physical knowledge were undeveloped in a great 
part of humanity. It was on this account that 
the power of tradition was at that time so enor
mous. The strongest force was necessary to lead 
individuals who could not themselves behold the 
supersensible world to believe in it. How Chris
tianity worked during that period has been shown 
in previous pages. There were always those, 
however, who were able to rise into higher worlds 
through imagination, inspiration, and intuition. 
These men were the post-Christian succes~ors of 
the old Initiates, the teachers and members of 
the Mysteries. Their task was to recognize 
again, through their own faculties, what man had 
been able to perceive through the ancient clair
voyance, and through the methods of ascent into 
hiiher worlds taught in the old Initiations; ancf· 
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in addition to this, to acquire the knowledge of 
the real nature of Christ's advent . 
• Thus there arose, among these" New Initiates," 
a knowledge embracing everything contained in 
the old form of Initiation; but the central point 
M this teaching was the higher knowledge 
concernini the Mysteries of the coming of 
the Christ. Such teaching could only filter 
tkrough into the general life of the world in scanty 
measure, for the facufties of intellect and feeling 
were to be strengthened in the human soul dur
ing the fourth period; therefore, while this lasted, 
the doctrine was in truth secret. Then began 
the dawn of the new period designated as the 
fifth. Its essential characteristic lay in the prog
ress made in the evolution of the intellectual 
faculties, which were then developed to a very 
high degree, and will unfold still furthel in the 
future. This process has been slowly going on 
from the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, becom
ing ever more rapid from the sixteenth century 
up to the present time. 

Under these influences the evolution of the 
fifth period became an ever-increasing endeavour 
to foster the powers of intellect, while, on the 
contrary, the knowledge by faith of former times, 
and the traditional wisdom, gradually lost its 
hold over the human soul. On the other hand, 
from the twelfth and thirteenth centuries onward 

-:n ever increasing stream of knowledge· flowed 
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into the human soul, which was of the Ilj.l.ture of. 
modem clairvoyant consciousness. The "secr~t 
doctrine" flows, even though at first quite imper
ceptibly, into human modes of interpretatiof'1 

• 
during this period. It is therefore a matter of 
course that up to the present, intellectual faculties 
should have maintained an attitudl of denial 
with regard to this knowledge. But that which 
must come to pass will do so in spite of all terti
porary rejection. The '' secret doctrine'' which 
through this avenue comes to take possession of 
humanity, and will continue to do so increasingly, 
may be called from a symbol the '' Wisdom of 
the Holy Grail.'' 

For he who learns to understand this symbol in 
its deeper meaning, as it is told in story and legend, 
will find that it illuminates significantly the 

' nature of what has been called above the know-
ledge of the new Initiation, with the Christ Mys
tery as its central point. Modern Initiates may 
therefore be called "the Initiates of the Grail." 
The path to the superphysical worldg which has 
been described in this work in its preliminary 
stages, leads to the Wisdom of the Grail., It is 
a peculiarity of this wisdom that its facts can be 
investigated only when the requisite powers, as 
described in this book, have been acquired. 
Once investigated, however, these facts 'can be 
understood by means of _those very soul-fore~ 
which are the result of the evolution of the •fifth • 
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period.• Indeed, it will become more and more 
evident that to an ever increasing extent those • 
forces find satisfaction through this knowledge. 
~ e are n<.w living at a time• in which such facts 
must be ~bsorbed by the universal consciousness 
•to a much fuller extent than was formerly the 
case. An~ it ic; from this point of view that the 
teachings contained in this work are put forward. 
The impulse given by Christ's advent will grow 
ever mightier in proportion as human evolution 
assimilates the Wisdom of the Grail. The inner 
side of the development of Christianity will more 
and more be associated with the exoteric side. 
That which may be learned in connection with 
the Christ Mystery by imagination, inspiration, 
and intuition, concerning the higher worlds, will 
interpenetrate ever more and more the human 
world of ideas, of feeling, and of wlil. The 
secret wisdom teaching of the Grail will become 
manifest, and as an inner force will more and more 
permeate the manifestations of human life. 

Throug11. the whole of the fifth period, know
ledge concerning the supersensible world will flow 
into human consciousness; and when the sixth 
begins, humanity will be able at a higher level 
to regain that which it possessed at an earlier 
epoch in a clairvoyance as yet dim and indis
tinct.· Yet the new acquisition will take a form 

;iuite -different from the old. In· olden times 
the soul's knowledge of higher worlds was not 
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permeated by its own forces of intelligence and 
feeling. Its knowledge was instinctive. In the 
future it will not only have intuitions, but will 
understand them, arfd feel them to be the essenc© 
of its own nature. \Vhen the soul learns a fact 
concerning some other being or thing, its intelli-: 
gence will find this fact verified throu~h its own 
nature. Or when some fact regarding a moral 
law or human conduct makes itself felt, the soli'l 
will say to itself: "My feeling is only justified 
when I carry out that which is implied in this 
knowledge.'' An attitude of mind such as this 
will have to be developed in a considerable num
ber of individuals in the sixth period. 

In a certain manner, that which human evolu
tion accomplished during the third period-the 
Egypto-Chaldean-is repeated in the fifth. At 
that ti:fhe the soul could still perceive certain 
facts of the superphysical worlds, but this percep
tion was fast disappearing. For the intellectual 
powers were being made ready for their evolution, 
and they were destined in the first instance to 
shut man out of the higher worlds. In the fifth 
period the supersensible facts which in the third 

• 
were perceived in hazy clairvoyance are again be-
coming manifest; but they are now interpenetrated 
by the intellectual and emotional life of the indi
vidual man. They are also imbued with· what 
may be imparted to the soul by a knowledge of 
the Christ Mystery; ther~fore they assume ;;-• 
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.form to\ally different from that which they had 
P!eviously. Whereas in ancient times impres
sions from the higher worlds were felt as forces 
driving man out of a spiritual•world, to which he . . 
did not properly belong, through the development 
iti later times these impressions are felt as those 
of a world.into which man is growing, of which 
he more and more forms a part. Let no one sup
p~se that a repetition. of the Egypto-Chaldean 
civilization can take place in such a way that the 
soul would merely regain that which then existed, 
and which has been handed on from that time. 
The Christ-impulse, rightly understood, impels 
the human soul which has experienced it to feel 
itself a member of a spiritual world, recognizing 
it as a world to which it belongs, outside which it 
formerly existed. 

As during the fifth period the characteristics 
of the third are thus revived, in order to perfect 
within the human soul that which the fourth has 
newly contributed, so in a similar way will things 
happen in the case of the sixth in relation to the 
second, and in the case of the seventh with regard 
to the first, the ancient Indian civilization men-, 
tioned above. All the marvellous wisdom of 
ancient· India which the great teachers of that 
day were able to proclaim, will reappear in the 
seventh period, as living truth in human souls. 

__,Now the changes in the earthly environment of 
man• take place in a manner which bears a certain 
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relationship to his own evolution. When the • • seventh period has run its course, the earth will 
experience an upheaval which may be compared 
with the one which~eparated Atlantea- from posi
Atlantean times. And the transformed earth 
will again continue its evolution in seven divisiotts 
of time. The human souls which will.then incar
nate will experience at a more exalted level the 
kinship with the higher worlds which was possessed 
by the Atlantcans at a lower stage. But only 
those individuals will be able to cope with the new 
conditions of earth who have built into their souls 
the qualities made possible by the influences of 
the Greco-Roman age, and of the periods follow
ing it,-the fifth, sixth, and seventh of the post
Atlantean evolution. 

The content of such souls will then be in right 
relatiofi with that stage of evolution which the 
earth has then attained. All other souls must 
then remain behind, although up to that point 
they had been able to choose whether or not they 
would create for themselves the conditions neces
sary to advance with the others. Those souls 
alone will be ripe for the conditions arising after 
the next great catastrophe, who at the point of 
transition from the fifth to the sixth post-Atlan
tean period have attained the capacity for inter
penetrating supersensual knowledge with the forces 
of intelligence and of feeling. The fifth apd 
sixth are in a way the decisive periods. Those 



THE PkESENT AND FUTURE EVOLUTION 437 

.souls which have attained the goal of the sixth 
period will, it is true, continue to develop corre
spondingly in the seventh; but the others will, 
under the aJtered conditions of•their surroundings, 
find but little opportunity to proceed with their 

, ~glected task. Only in a distant future will con
ditions aga~ appear which will allow of this being 
done. 

aThus does evolution advance from period to 
period. Clairvoyance 9bservcs not only those 
changes in the future in which the earth alone 
takes part, but those also which take place in 
conjunction with the heavenly bodies round about 
it. A time will come in which the terrestrial and 
human evolution will be advanced so far that 
those forces and beings which were compelled to 
detach themselves from the earth during the Lemu
rian period, so as to afford the earth-beirtgs the 
possibility of further progress, will be able once 
more to unite with the earth. Then the moon 
will be united with the earth agam. This will 
happen be(;ause a sufficiently large number of 
human souls will then possess the inner powers 
which will enable them to render the Moon forces 
fruitfuf for further development. And it will 
occur at a time when side by side with the high 
development which a sufficient number of human 
souls will have attained, another group will reveal 
itself which has chosen the path of evil. The 

-fa'ggard souls will have accumulated so much 
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error, ugliness, and evil, in the form of Karma, .. 
that at first they will form a separate community, 
a perverse and erring section of humanity, keenly 
opposing what we "Understand as '' gc>0d.'' Th~ 
"good" humanity will acquire little by little the 
power of using the Moon forces, and will thereby 
so transform the evil section also as fo enable it 
to keep pace with the advance of evolution as a 
separate earth kingdom. Through these labott.-:s 
of the good part of humanity, the earth, then 
reunited with the moon, will be able, after a 
certain period of development, to unite with the 
sun again and with the other planets also. 

After an intermediate state, which resembles a 
sojourn in a higher world, the earth will be trans
formed into the Jupiter condition. That which 
we now call the mineral kingdom will not exist on 
J upite1~ the forces of this mineral kingdom will be 
transformed into vegetable forces. But the veg
etable kingdom, which will have quite a new form 
as compared with its present one, will appear in the 
Jupiter state as the lowest of the kingdoms. Above 
it, at a higher level, is organized the animal king
dom, likewise transformed; next comes a human 
kingdom-the descendant of the evil community 
which had previously arisen on the earth. And then 
will appear the descendants of the good humanity 
of earth, as a human kingdom on a higher level. 

A great part of the work of this last. hum~n 
kingdom consists in ennobling the souls w.hich 
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have sunk into the evil community, so that they 
may still gain admittance into the true human 
lingdom. The Venus condition will be of such a 
~ature tha,.t the vegetable ki~dom will have dis
appeared also; the lowest kingdom will be the 
animal kingdom once more transformed, and, 
ascending -from the latter, there will be three 
human kingdoms at different stages of perfection. 
T.he earth will remain united with the sun during 
the Venus period; while during that of Jupiter 
it will have happened that at a certain point the 
sun separates once again from Jupiter, the latter 
receiving its influence from outside. Then there 
is again a union between the sun and Jupiter, 
and the transformation gradually passes into the 
Venus state. During that state another planet 
detaches itself from Venus, containing all kinds 
of beings which have opposed evolutitm, an 
"irredeemable moon," as it were, following a 
path of evolution which is of a character impossible 
to describe, because it is too unlike anything 
man can e1periencc on earth. But evolved hu
manity will pass on in a fully spiritualized state 
of existence to the Vulcan evolution, a description 
of which lies beyond the scope of this work. 

We see that from the fruits of the Wisdom of 
the Grail springs the highest ideal of human evo
lution ,conceivable for man: spiritualization at
tained by him through his own efforts. For in the 
,tffid this spiritualization appears as a product of the 
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harmony which he wrought out in the fifth and sixth 
periods of the present evolution, between tlie facul
ties of reason and emotion which he had then at! 
tained, and the know-ledge of superphysi,cal worlds:. 
That which he thus builds up in his soul tnust itself 
at last become the objective world. The human, 
spirit rises to the mighty impacts of the universe 
around him, and has at first a faint premonition of 
spiritual beings behind the impressions he has r~
ceived. He recognizes these beings at a later period. 
The human heart feels the sublimity of this spiritual 
state; but man may also realize that his own inner 
experiences of intellect, feeling, and character are 
the germs of a spiritual world which is to come. 

He who supposes that human liberty is not 
compatible with a foreknowledge and predestina
tion of future conditions, ought to consider that 
man's freedom of action in the future depends 
just as little on the arrangement of predestined 
things as does his liberty of action with regard to 
inhabiting a house a year hence, the plans for 
which he is now settling. He will be. as free as 
he can be, in accordance with his innermost being, 
within the house he has built; and he will be as 
free on Jupiter and on Venus as his inner life per
mits, subject to the conditions which will arise 
there. Freedom will not depend on what has been 
predetermined by antecedent conditions, but on 
that which the soul has made out of itself .. 
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In the earth condition is contained that which 
has de"eloped within the preceding Saturn, Sun, 
and Moon states. The earth-man finds "wisdom" 
vi the pi;ocesses going on •around him. This 
wisdom is.there.as the fruit of what has happened 
m the past. The earth is the descendant of the 
"old Moo'1 ''; and the latter developed with all 
that belonged to it into the '' Cosmos of Wis
dom." The earth is now at the commencement 
of an evolution, which. will introduce a new force 
into this wisdom. It will cause man to feel him
self an independent member of a spiritual world. 
This will come to pass because his ego will have 
been formed within him during the earth period 
by the Lords of Form, as was his physical body on 
Saturn by the Lords of Will, his vital hotly on the 
Sun by the Lords of Wisdom, and his astral body 
on the Moon by the Lords of Motion. • 

By means of the cooperation of the Lords of 
Will, Wisdom, and Motion, that which manifests 
as wisdom is brought forth. Through the labours 
of these tt,iree classes of spirits, the beings and 
processes of earth can harmonize in wisdom with 
the other beings of the world. It is the Lords of 
Form 'who bestow on man his independent ego. 
In the • future this ego will harmonize with the 
beings of earth, of Jupiter, of Venus, and of 
Vulcan, by means of the force added to the exist
i~ wisdom during the earth period. . It is the force 
of love. This force must arise in the humanity 



442 AN OUTLINE OF OCCULT SCIENrn 

of earth; and the Cosmos of Wisdom be devel
oped into a Cosmos of Lo've. Everything which 
the ego is able to unfold within itself must give 
birth to love. The all-embracing arc;hetype Oi 
love is set forth in the manifestation of that 
lofty spirit of the Sun indicated in the descriptiou 
of the Christ Mystery. By this mean~ the germ 
of love is planted in the innermost core of human 
nature; and from this starting-point it must flov1 
through the whole of evolution. Just as the 
wisdom previously formed manifests in the forces 
of the physical ,vorkl of earth, in the "forces of 
nature" of to-day, so will love itself manifest i.n 
the future, in all phenomena, as the new "natural 
force." 

The secret of all further development in the 
future is that knowledge and everything achieved 
by mart from a right comprehension of the world 
process is a sowing of seed which must ripen into 
love. And the greater the amount of love-power, 
so much the greater will be the creative force 
available for the future. In that }Vhich will 
grow from love will lie the mighty forces leading 
to that culminating point of spiritualization 
described above. The greater the amount of 
spiritual knowledge that flows into human and 
terrestrial evolution, so much the more living 
and fruitful seed will be stored up for the .future. 
Spiritual knowledge is transmuted through its 
own nature into love. The whole process whicli"' 



THE rlRESENT AND FUTURE EVOLUTION 443 

. has been described, ranging from the Greco
Roman •to the end of the present period, exhibits 
the way in which this transformation is to take 
,-lace, and.shO\vs why so great a part of its devel
opment must lie in the future. That which has 
~cen preparing as wisdom on Saturn, Sun, and 
Moon is a~tivc in the physical, ethcric, and astral 
Lodies of man; it shows itself there as the Wisdom 
~ the \Vorkl, but within the ego it 1s intensified. 
The wisdom of the o•.1ter world becomes inner 
wisdom in man from the earth period onward, and 
when it is concentrated in him it becomes the 
germ of love. Wisdom is the necessary condition 
for love; love is the fruit of wisdom, reborn in 
the ego. 



VII 

DETAILS FROM THE DOMAIN OF OCCULT SCIENCE • 
MAN'S ETHERIC BODY 

WHEN the higher principles of man are 
observed with clairvoyant vision, the mode 
of perception is never precisely the same 

as that which comes from the outer senses. If we 
touch an object, and experience a sensation of 
warmth, we must distinguish between that which 
comes from the object and which, as it were, 
streams out from it, and our own psychic experi
ence. The inner psychic experience of perceiving 
warmth is something different from the heat which 
streams- from the object. Now let us imagine 
this psychic experience quite by itself without 
the outer object. Let us _call up the-experience of 
a sensation of heat in our soul, without the pres
ence of any external physical object to c,ause it. If 
such a sensation existed without cause, it would 
be merely fancy. The student of occult science 
experiences such inner perceptions withotlt any 
physical cause. But at a certain stage of develop
ment they present themselves in such a manner 
that he knows (as it has been shown that by the 
very nature of the experience he can know), that 
the inner perception is not fancy, but is caused'" 

444 
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by a psycho-spiritual being belonging to a super
sensibl~ world; just as the ordinary sensation of 
ileat, for example, is caused by an external phys-
ical-sense object. • 

• It is t~ same with regard to the perception 
~f colour in the supersensible world. Here we 
must dist:nguish between the colour associated 
with the outer object, and the inner colour
~nsation in the soul. Let us call up the soul's 
inner sensation when it perceives a red object in 
the physical, outer w·orld of sense. Let us imagine 
that we retain a very vivid recollection of the 
impression, but that we are looking away from 
the object. What we still retain as a memory 
picture of the colour let us imagine as an inner 
experience. We shall then distinguish between 
that which is an inner experience of the colour, 
and the external colour itself. These inneY experi
ences differ entirely in their content from impres
sions of the -outer senses. Much more do they 
bear the impress of what is felt as joy and sor
row than that of normal physical sensations. Now 
let us imagine an inner experience of this kind 
arising in the soul without any suggestion arising 
from an outer sense object. A clairvoyant may 
have an experience of this kind, and may know 
too in that case that it is no fancy, but the expres
sion o.f a psycho-spiritual being. Now if this 
psycho-:spiritual being excite the same impression 

-· as q.oes a red object of the physical-sense world, 
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then that being is red. There will, however, 
always be the external impression first, ai1d then 
the inner experience of colour, in the case of thl: 
physical-sense objeot; in that of the genuine clai:t;-

• 
voyance of a man of to-day it must be the con-
trary,-first the inner experience, shadowy, lilm 
a mere recollection of colour, and then a picture, 
growing more and more vivid. The less heed we 
pay to the necessary sequence of these occurrenc~, 
the less are we able to distinguish between actual, 
spiritual perception and the delusions of fancy 
(illusion, hallucination, and so on). 

The vividness of the picture in a psycho-spir
itual perception of this kind, whether it remain 
quite shadowy, like a dim imagination, or whether 
it appear in a distinct form, like an external 
object, depends altogether on the clairvoyant's 
possibilities of development. Now, the general 
impression obtained by the clairvoyant of the 
etheric body may be thus described. When the 
clairvoyant has strengthened his will power to 
such a degree that, in spite of the fact that an indi-

' vidual stands before him in a physical body, he 
can abstract his attention from what the physical 
eye sees,-he is then able to see clairvoyantly 
into the space occupied by the man's phys
ical body. Of course, a great increase of will 
power is necessary, in order to withdraw the 
attention not only from something in th.e mind, 
but from something standing before one, in ,such• 
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a way that the physical impression is quite extin
guished. But the increase is possible, and is 

-brought about by the exercises for the attainment 
J)f superstnsible knowledge.• When these have 
been sucressful, the clairvoyant may gain first of 
.all the general impression of the etheric body. 
Within h~ soul there arises the same inner sensa
tion which he has, let us say, at the sight of a 
~each blossom; and then this becomes vivid, so 
that he is able to say that the etheric body has the 
colour of peach blossoms. He next perceives 
the separate organs and currents of the etheric 
body. A further description of the etheric body 
may be given by relating the psychic experiences 
corresponding to sensations of heat or of sound
impressions, for it is not merely a phenomenon of 
light. The astral body and other principles of 
human nature may also be described in like man
ner. If this be taken into account it will be seen in 
what sense descriptions must be understood which 
are given from the standpoint of occult science. 

• THE ASTRAL WORLD 

As long as we observe the physical world only, 
the mrth, as man's dwelling place, appears like 
a separate planet. But when supersensible know
ledge rises to higher spheres, this separateness 
ceases. It may therefore be said that the imagi
nation.perceives the Moon condition,. as developed 

• up ,to the present, at the same time that it perceives 
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the earth. Now the world which is entered in 
this fashion is such that not only the supersen
sible part of the earth belongs to it, but that othe1 
planets are also to be found in it which are physi
cally apart from the earth. Therefore one who 
is familiar with higher worlds observes not only 
the supersensible regions of the earth but at the 
same time the supersensible part af other planets 
also. (Should any one be impelled to ask wh;v 
clairvoyants do not report as to how things appear 
on Mars and the other planets, he should bear. in 
mind that it is first of all a question of observing 
the supersensible conditions of other planet?,ry 
bodies, whereas the questioner has in view the 
physical-sense conditions.) On this account it 
was possible to make in this work statements 
regarding certain relations between the earth's 
evolutiou and the contemporary evolution on 
Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, and so on. Now when 
the human astral body has been drawn away by 
sleep, it belongs not only to the conditions of 
earth but to worlds in which yet other regions of 
the universe (stellar worlds) have their part. Nay, 
these worlds extend their influence to man's astral 
body even when he is awake. For this Teason 
the name '' astral body'' appears to be justified. 

OF MAN'S LIFE AFTER DEATH 

Mention has been made, in the course. of this 
book, of the time during ·which the astral body 
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still remains joined to the etheric body of man 
1after dehth has supervened. During this time 
tnere remains a recollection, gradually growing 
fainter, of the whole of the lire just ended. The 
duration of.this time varies in different individuals. 
,h depends upon the strength with which the 
astral body~lings to the etheric body, on the power 
which the former has over the latter. Occult 
s6ence makes it possible to obtain an idea of that 
power by observing a pe,rson who, judging from 
his degree of fatigue, must of necessity fall asleep, 
and yet, by sheer strength of mind, keeps awake. 
It then appears that different people can keep 
awake for periods varying in length. About as 
long as a man in an extreme case can keep awake, 
so long does memory of a past life, or in other 
words the connection with the cthcric body, last 
after death. • 

* * * 
When the etheric body is detached from the 

individual after death, something of it nevertheless 
remains for the purpose of the man's whole subse-, . 
quent development-what may be described as an 
extract, or the essence of it. This extract con
tains tUe result of the past life, and is the vehicle 
of all that which, during the man's spiritual 
development between death and a new birth, 
unfolds Jike a germ for the life following. 

* * * 
'fh,,e duration of time between death and new 

30 
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birth is detem1ined by the fact that the ego as a 
rule does not return to the physical-se~se world• 
until that world has been so transformed that tlie 
ego can experienre something new .• During its 
sojourn in spiritual regions its dwelling place on 
earth undergoes a change. But this change •i::Jt 
connected with the great changes in the universe, 
with changes in the relationship between earth 
and sun, and so forth. These are changes in wmch 
certain cyclic repetitions take place, in connection 
with new conditions. They find an external 
expression in the fact, for example, that the point 
in the vault of heaven at which the sun rims at 
the beginning of spring makes a complete circuit 
in the course of about twenty-six thousand years. 
Hence this vernal point moves in the course of 
the period mentioned from one region of the 
heavens to another. In the course of the twelfth 
part of the time, that is to say, in about twenty
one hundred years, conditions on the earth have 
changed there so far that the human soul can 
experience something new since its last incarna
tion. As, however, the experiences of an indi
vidual vary according as incarnation is as a woman 
or as a man, there are, as a rule, two inca'rnations 
within the time stated, one as a man and one as 
a woman. But these things are also dependent 

• on the nature of the forces which man carries 
with him from his earthly existence. through 
death. Hence all statements of the kind. here 
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made are only to be understood as generally valid, 
•but as presenting in particular cases the most 
If1anifold variations . 

• TlIE COURSE OF HUMAN LIFE 

., • Man's life, as expressed in the sequence of con
ditions be~een birth and death, can be fully 
understood only by taking into account both the 
p~ysical body with its senses and the changes 
undergone by man's su:i,:>ersensual principles. Oc
cult science views those changes in the following 
manner. Physical birth is seen to be the extri
cation of the human being from its maternal 
covering. Forces which before birth the embryo 
shared in common with its mother's body, are 
present independently in the child after birth. 
But in later life superphysical events, similar to 
those of ~ense which are enacted at the physical 
birth, are visible to clairvoyant sight. That is 
to say, a child, as regards its etheric body, is en
veloped in an etheric covering until the approach 
of the change of teeth (in the sixth or seventh year). 
The etheric covering falls away at that period, 
and here the "birth" of the etheric body occurs. 
But tl-.e child is still surrounded by, an astral 
covering, which falls off between its twelfth and 
sixteenth year (at the time of puberty). This 
is the '!birth" of the astral body; and at a still 
later period the real ego is born. 1 

• 
r I Tqe suggestive points of view for the conduct of education resulting 
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Now after the birth of the ego man lives in 
such a fashion that he adapts himself to ,he con-• 
ditions of the world and of life, and occupies him
self within them according to the capp.bilities of 
the principles working through his ego,-the sen
tient, the rational, and the self-conscious soul. 
Then comes a time in which the et~1eric body 
retraces the process of its development from the 
seventh year onward in reverse order. Where~.s 
before this the astral body had developed in such 
a way as first of all to unfold that which was pres
ent at birth as the embryo, and which then, after 
the birth of the ego, enriched itself by the Axperi
cnces of the outer world, it begins at a certain 
moment to feed spiritually on its own etheric 
body. It lives on the etheric body; and during 
the further course of life the etheric body also 
begins to prey on the physical body. 

The decay of the physical body in old age is a 
consequence of this. The course of human life 
therefore falls into three divisions: a time of 
unfoldment for the physical and ethcric bodies, 
then one in which the astral body and the ego 
develop, and lastly that in which the etheric and 
physical bodies are changed back again, But 
the astral body plays a part in all the events that 
take place between birth and death. Since it is 
really born in a spiritual sense only betw~en the 
from a knowledge of these suP.ersensible facts are presented in my lit
tle book, The Education of Child,en/rom the Standpoint of 1'heosophj', in 
which will be found fuller details o what can here only be hinted at. 
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twelfth and sixteenth years, and must during its 
latest Iife-period draw upon the forces of· the 
• etheric and physical bodies, that which it is able 
'to perform. by its own powers will develop more • 
slowly than if it were not within a physical and 
~n etheric body. After death, when the physical 
and ether!c bodies have fallen away, evolution, 
during the time of purification, proceeds in such 
~ manner that it occupies about one third of the 
duration of life betw~en birth and death. 

THE HIGHER REGIONS OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLD 

By imagination, inspiration, and intuition, 
supersensual knowledge gradually ascends into 
those regions of the spiritual world within which 
it can reach the beings who have to do with human 
and cosmic evolution. And by such a faculty 
it is also possible to trace intelligibly• human 
evolution between death and a new birth in such 
a way that it is comprehensible. Now there are 
still higher regions of existence, which can here 
be only priefly indicated. When supersensual 
knowledge has risen to intuition, it lives in a 
world of spiritual beings. These too are evolving. 
That which concerns the humanity of the present 
day extends upward in a certain sense as far as 
the world of intuition. True, man receives im
pulses ·from yet higher worlds in the course of 
hi;; evolution between death and· re-birth. But 
he Gloes not experience these impulses directly; 
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they are guided to him by beings belonging to the 
spiritual world. And when these come into view 
everything that happens to man stands revealed. 
But the special conttitions of these befogs, that 
which they themselves require in order to guide 
human evolution, can be seen only by means of 
a cognition that transcends intuition. "' We thus 
have a glimpse of worlds which we must imagine 
of such a nature that the most highly spiritua-J_ 
features of the earth are there among the lowest. 
Wise decisions are, for example, some of the high
est things within the sphere of earth; the activities 
of the mineral kingdom are among the bwest. 
In those higher spheres wise resolutions correspond 
to about what the mineral activities are on earth. 
Above the domain of intuition lies the region in 
which the cosmic plan is woven out of spiritual 
causes. '· 

THE PRINCIPLES OF MAN 

When it is said that the ego works on the human 
principles, on the physical, the etheric, and the 
astral bodies, and transforms them in reverse order 

I 

into Spirit-Self, Life-Spirit, and Spirit-Man, this 
statement relates to the work of the ego on the 
human being by means of the highest faculties; 
the development of these begins only· under 
earthly conditions. But this transformation is 
preceded at a lower level by another change,• giying 
rise to the sentient, the intellectual or rational, all,d 
the self-conscious soul .. For while, in the course .. 
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of human evolution, the sentient soul is being 
formed, changes are taking place in the astral 
body; also the growth of the intellectual soul 
1expresses.itself in transfornmtions in the etheric 
body; and that of the self-conscious soul in similar 
-transformations in the physical body. Fuller 
informati~n on this subject has been given in 
this book in the accounts of the evolution of the 
earth. Thus in a certain sense we may say that 
the sentient soul i~self is the result of a trans
formed astral body, the intellectual or rational 
soul of a transformed etheric body, and the self
conscious soul of a transformed physical body. 
But we may also say that these three divisions of 
the soul are parts of the astral body; for example, 
the self-conscious soul is only possible because it 
is an astral entity existing in a physical body 
suited to it. It lives an astral life withi1t a phys
ical body fashioned to be its dwelling place. 

THE DREAM STATE 

A description of the dream state has been given 
in another chapter of this work. On the one hand 
it is to be regarded as a relic of the old picture
consoi.ousness peculiar to man during the Moon 
evolution, and also during a great part of the 
evolution of the earth. Evolution goes forward 
in su~h ·a way that earlier conditions resolve 
themselves into later ones. And so, in the dream 
• • state, there now appears in man a relic of what 
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was once his normal condition. But at the same 
time this condition is from another aspect dilferent 
from the old picture-consciousness. For since 
its development the •ego also has taken- part in 
those activities of the astral body which are car
ried on during sleep in the dream life. Thus• 
through the presence of the ego there f;arises in 
dreams a transformed picture-consciousness. But 
since the ego does not consciously exercise itSt-. 
authority over the astral body during dream life, 
nothing belonging to the sphere of that life can be 
regarded as really able to lead to a knowledge of 
higher worlds in an occult sense. Sometliing 
similar holds good with regard to what is often 
called vision, premonition, or "second sight." 
These arise through the silencing of the ego, and 
the consequent appearance of remnants of the 
old condtcion of consciousness. In occult science 
these are of no value. What may be observed in 
them cannot in any real sense be regarded as its 
result. 

THE ATTAINMENT OF SUPERPHYSICAL KNOWLEDGE 

The way to attain :knowledge of the higher 
worlds, which has been more fully described in 
this book, may also be called the "path of•direct 
knowledge." In addition to this path there is 
another, which we may designate as the ''path of 
feeling." It would be quite a mistake, however,. 
to believe that the former-had nothing to do with 
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the development of feeling. Rather does it lead 
to thl greatest possible deepening of the life of 
feeling. But the "path of feeling" addresses 
itself dir•ctly and solely to the feelings, and seeks 

• from this point to rise to knowledge. It rests on 
.,the fact that when the soul entirely surrenders 
itself to ~ feeling for a certain length of time, the 
latter is transformed into knowledge, into intuitive 
..,-ision, by means of images. When, for example, 
the soul is filled for weeks or months, or even 
longer, with the feeling of humility, the content 
of the feeling becomes transformed into intuitive 
v1s10n. Now a path leading to supersensible 
regions may be found by devoting oneself to such 
feelings one by one; but for the man of to-day, 
bound by the ordinary circumstances of life, this is 
not easily carried out. Solitude, retirement from 
the life of the present day, is almost indi~ensable. 
For the impressions created by everyday life dis
turb the soul, especially at the beginning, in its 
work of development through absorption in cer
tain feelings. It is on the contrary possible to • pursue the path of knowledge described in this 
book in every situation of present-day life. 

OBSERVATION OF SPECIAL EVENTS AND BEINGS 

IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD 

The question may be asked whether inner con
c;entration and the other means d~scribed for the 
attainment of supersensual knowledge permit us 
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to observe only in a general way what happens 
between death and a new birth or other spiritual 
events; or whether they furnish the possibility 
of observing quite definite events and o~ings, as, • 
for example, any given deceased person. To 
this we must answer that a man who _gains the' 
capacity for seeing in the spiritual world by the 
methods explained, can also perceive particular 
events which occur there; he acquires the powe1 
to put himself into communication with individ
uals living in the spirituai world between death 
and a new birth. It must be observed, however, 
that in an occult sense this ought to take pbce 
only after the proper training required for super
sensible knowledge has been undergone. For 
not until then is it possible to distinguish between 
illusion and reality, as regards certain events and 
beings. '"A man who tries to observe particular 
cases without due instruction may fall a victim 
to innumerable deceptions. The training which 
leads to observation in higher worlds of what has 
been described, also leads to the ability to trace 
the post-mortem life of a special individual, after 
death has supervened, and no less does it lead to 
the observation and comprehension of all psycho
spiritual beings who, from the invisible worlds, 
work upon those which are manifest .. Correct 
observation of individual cases is only possible, 
however, on the basis of a knowledge .. of t}le 
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universal sublime facts of the spiritual world,
facts tegarding the world and humanity which 
concern every human being. The desire for the 

, one withQut the other leads.astray. 



AUTHOR'S REMARKS / 

I N placing a book such as this in the hands.,, 
of the public, the writer must calmly antic
ipate regarding his work every kind of criti

cism which is likely to arise in the present day, 
A reader, for instance, whose opinions are based 
upon the results of scientific research, after noting 
certain statements here made touching these 
things, may pronounce the following judgment: 
"It is astounding that such statements should be 
possible in our time. The most elementary con
ceptions of natural science are distorted in such 
a manner as to denote a positively inconceivable 
ignoranc~ of even the rudiments of science. The 
author uses such terms, for instance, as 'heat' in a 
way that would lead one to infer that he had let 
the entire wave of modem thought on the sub
ject of physics sweep past him unperceived. Any 
one familiar with the mere elements of this science 
would show him that not even the merest dilet
tante could have made these statements, and,they 
can only be dismissed as the outcome of. rank 
. " ignorance. 

This and many a similar verdict might b<' pro
nounced, and we can picture our reader, after the 
perusal of a page or two, la~ng the book aside,-• 
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smiling or indignant, according to his tempera
ment,--and reflecting on the singular growths 
which a perverse tendency of thought may put forth 
1in our tirije. So thinking, he will lay this volume 
aside, witfi his collection of similar freaks of the 
1:Jrain. What, however, would the author say should 
such opin,ons come to his knowledge? Would not 
he, from his point of view, also set the critic down 
.,s incapable of judgment or, at least, as one who 
has not chosen to briti.g his good will to bear in 
forming an intelligent opinion? To this the 
answer is most emphatically-No! In no sense 
whatever does the author feel this, for he can 
easily conceive of his critic as being not only a 
highly intelligent man, but also a trained scien
tist, and one whose opinions are the result of 
conscientious thought. For the author of this 
book is able to enter into the feelings of. such a 
person and to understand the reasons which have 
led him to form these conclusions. 

Now, before going any further, it is necessary, 
in order to comprehend what the author really 
means, to'do here what se~ms to himself generally 
out of place, but for which there is urgent cause 
as regards this book, namely, to introduce certain 
personal data. Of course, nothing will be put 
forward in this connection but what concerns 
his determination to write this very book. What 
is said jn it could not be justified if it bore merely 
a• ~rsonal character. A book of this kind is 
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bound to proffer views to which any person may 
attain, and these views must be presented {n such ' 
a way as to suggest no shade of the personal ele-.. 
ment, as far, that is to say, as such i> thing is, 
possible. ·• 

It is therefore not in this sense that the personal-., 
note is sounded. It will be struck onlf where it 
may assist the writer to point out how, in spite 
of being able thoroughly to enter into the "rea,
son'' of such a dictum as the one quoted above, he 
could still write this book. 

It is true there is one method which would 
have made the introduction of the personal ele
ment unnecessary-this would have been to 
specify in detail all those particulars which would 
show _that the statements here made are in agree
ment with the progress of modern science. This 
course would, however, have necessitated the 
writing of many volumes, and as such a task is 
at present out of the question, the writer feels it 
necessary to state the personal reasons which he 
believes justify him in thinking such an agree
ment thoroughly possible and satisfactory. Were 
he not in a position to make the following expla
nations, he would most certainly never hav~ gone 
so far as to publish such statements ru, those 
ref erring to heat processes. 

Some thirty years ago the writer had the.oppor
tunity of taking a course of physics in its .various 
branches. At that time the central point of 
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interest in the sphere of heat phenomena was 
the prdmulgation of the so-called " Mechanical 
Theory of Heat,'' and it happened that this 
theory s@ particularly engrossed the writer's 
attention that the historical development of the 
'7'arious interpretations associated with the names 
of Julius ~obert Mayer, Helmholtz, Joule, Clau
sius, and others, formed the subject of his con
~nuous study. During that period of concen
trated work he laid tho~e foundations which have 
enabled him to follow all the actual advances 
since made with regard to the theory of physical 
heat, without experiencing any difficulty in pene
trating into that which science is achieving in 
this department. Had he been obliged to confess 
himself unable to do this, the writer would have 
had good reason for leaving unsaid and unwritten 
much that has been brought forward in tfiis book. 

He has made it a matter of conscience, when 
writing or speaking on occult science, to deal only 
with matters on which he could also report, in what 
seemed an adequate manner, the views held by 
modern science. In this he does not in any wise 
challenge the whole world to do likewise. Any 
one may feel a call to communicate or to publish 
whatsoever his judgment, his sense of tn1th, and 
his feelings may prompt him to, even if he is igno
rant of tlie attitude taken by contemporary science 
it) the. matter. The writer wishes. to indicate 
mei:ely that he holds to the pronouncements he 
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has made. For instance, lie would never have 
written those few sentences on the huma'.'n glan
dular system, nor those regarding man's nervous• 
system, contained itt this volume, were,he not ir» 
a position to discuss both subjects in"' the terms 
used by the modem scientist, when speaking of, 
the glandular and nervous systems ''from the 
standpoint of science. 

In spite of its being possible to think that ft 

person discussing heat in the way it has here been 
done, knows nothing of the elements of modern 
physics, the writer yet feels justified, because of 
his being thoroughly acquainted with present
day research, and because, were he not so, he 
would have left the subject alone. He knows 
that such utterances may be ascribed to want 
of modesty, but it is necessary to declare his 
true m<ttives, lest they should be confounded 
with others of a very different nature, a result 
infinitely worse than a verdict of mere vanity. 

A criticism from the philosophical point of view 
is also possible, and a philosopher might suspect 
that the author had been asleep w~ile recent 
labours in the field of epistemology were in prog
ress. '' Had he never heard of the existen.ce of 
a man called Kant?" this philosopher might ask, 
"and did he not know that according to this man 
it was simply inadmissible, from a philosophic 
point of view, to put forward such statements?." 
and so on, while in conclusion he might remark 
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that stuff of so uncritical, childish, and unpro
fessiona,_ a nature should not be tolerated among 
philosophers, and that any further investigation 
would be, waste of time. :r3ut here again, for 
reasons alr:ady advanced and at the risk of being 
-... "gain misinterpreted, the writer would fain in
troduce cehain personal experiences. 

His studies of Kant date from his sixteenth 
y.ear, and he really believes he is now capable of 
criticizing quite objectively, from the Kantian 
point of view, everything that has been put 
forward in this book. On this account, too, -he 
might have left this book unwritten were he not 
fully aware of what moves a philosopher to pass 
the verdict of "childishness" whenever the critical 
standard of the day is applied. Yet one may 
actually know that in the Kantian sense the 
limits of possible knowledge are here e~ceeded: 
one may know in what way Herbart (who never 
arrived at an "arrangement of ideas") would dis
cover his "nai've realism." One may even know 
the degree to which the modern pragmatism of 
Ja.mes and Schiller and others would find the 
bounds of ''true presentments'' transgressed
those .presentments which we are able to make 
our own, to vindicate, enforce, and to verify. 

We may know all these things and yet, for this 
very reason, feel justified in holding the views here 
pr~sented. The writer has dealt with the ten
dencies of philosophic thought in his works: 

31 
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Erkenntnistheorie der Goetheschen Weltanschauung; 
Wahrheit und Wissenschaft; Philosoplti,e der 
Freiheit; Goethes JVeltanschauung, and Welt- und• 
Lebensanschauungen •im neunzehnten Jaiirhundert., 

Many other criticisms might be 'suggested. 
Any one who had read some of the writer's earliel', 
works: Lebens- und l-Vel_tanschauungen •im neun
zehnten J ahrhundert, for instance, or a smaller 
work on Haeckel and his Opponents, might thin\. 
it incredible that one and the same man could 
have written those books and also not only that 
entitled Theosophy but the one now under dis
cussion. "How," he might ask, "can a man 
throw himself into the breach for Haeckel, and 
then, turning round, discredit every sound theory 
concerning monism that is the outcome of Haeckel's 
researches?" He might understand the author of 
this boo~ attacking Haeckel "with fire and sword"; 
but it passes the limits of comprehension that, 
besides defending him, he should actually have 
dedicated '' Welt- und Lebensanschauungen im neun
zehnten Jahrhundert" to him. Haeckel, it might 
be thought,. would have emphatically dt!clined ihe 
dedication had he known that the author was 
shortly to produce such stuff as An Outli,ne of 
Occult Science, with all its unwieldy dualism. 

The writer of this book is of opinion that one 
may very well understand Haeckel without hold
ing the belief that he can be understood onJy 
when everything is thought to be nonsense w.hich 
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is not directly traceable to Haeckel's own concep
tions afi.d assumptions. The writer is further of 
'opinion that attacking Haeckel violently will 
•hardly conduce to the underS'tanding of him; that 
this can o;ly be done, in fact, after a careful in
vestigation of all he has done for science. Least 
of all doJs he hold tho~e opponents of Haeckel 
to be in the right, against whom he has in his 
~ook, Haeckel and his Opponents, sought to de
fend the great naturafo:t; for surely, the fact of 
his having far outstripped Haeckel's hypotheses, 
by placing the spiritual conception of the world 
side by side with the merely natural one con
ceived by Haeckel, need be no reason for sup
posing him to be of one mind with the latter's 
opponents. Any one taking the trouble to look 
at the matter in the right light must see that the 
writer's recent books are in perfect ac~rd with 
those of an earlier date. 

But the author can also imagine some one, 
judging from the more general point of view, 
condemning his book as the outpouring of an 
"imaginalion run wild," or as "romantic work
ings of the brain." Yet all that can be said 
in this respect is contained in the book itself, 
and it I.is explicitly shown that sane and earnest 
thought not only can but must be the touch
stone of all the facts presented. Only one who 
s1tbmits what is here advanced to. logical and 
adequate examination, such as is applied to the 



46& AN OUTLINE OF OCCULT SCIENC\\; 

facts of natural science, will be in a position to 
decide for himself how much reason has 'to say 
in the matter. 

After saying this much about those who may at• ... 
first be inclined to take exception to this work, 
we may perhaps be permitted to address a fe~• 
words to those on whose sympathetic attention we 
can rely. These will find all broad essentials con
tained in the first chapter, "Concerning the Natur• 
of Occult Science." A word, however, must here 
be added. Although this book deals with investi
gations carried beyond the confines of intelligence 
limited to the world of the senses, yet nothing J,as 
been put forward save what can be grasped by 
any person possessed of unprejudiced reasoning 
powers backed by a healthy sense of truth, and 
who is at the same time willing to turn these gifts 
to the b~st account; and the writer emphatically 
wishes it to be understood that he hopes to appeal 
to readers who will not be content with merely 
accepting on "blind faith" the matters presented, 
but who will take the trouble to test them by 
the light of their own understanding and by the 
experiences of their own lives. Above all, he desires 
cautious readers, who will allow themselves ,to be 
convinced only by what can be logically justified. 
The writer is well aware that his work would be 
worth nothing were its value to rest • orr blind 
belief; it is valuable only in the degree to whi~ 
it can be justified by unbiassed reason. It is 
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the easiest thing for "blind faith" to confound 
folly !.nd superstition with truth, and doubt
less many who have been content to accept 
the supersensual on mere £iaith will be inclined 
to think t~at this book makes too great a demand 
'Jn their powers of thought. It is not a question 
of merelt making certain communications, but 
rather of presenting them in a manner consistent 
with a conscientious view of the corresponding 
plane of life; for this is the plane upon which the 
loftiest matters are often handled with unscrupu
lous charlatanism, and where knowledge and 
superstition come into such close contact as to be 
liable to be confused one with the other. 

Any one acquainted with supersensual research 
will, on reading this book, be able to see that 
the writer has sought to define sharply the 
boundary line between what it is permitted to 
communicate now from the sphere of supersen
sual knowledge, and what is to be given out, at 
a later time, or at all events in a different form 
from the present. 

I RUDOLF STEINER 
December, 1909 
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