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My mother was an Intensely emotional woman: but of strong oentraliy; 
therefore little given to sentimentality and utt rly free from any mis­
takes, mental and moral. Sbe was not an intellectual nor .hat is oalld 
a highly-educated woman. o- the contrary, her spiritual life ms self- 
oentred and drawn out from her own intensity: henoe her intuitive 
knowledge of the facts of life was very strong and she was the equal 
of her surroundings. Her emotional life show*4itself in the intensity 
with which she was devoted to her husband and her children» hearing fa 
with amazing patience, in justice and hardships^vnever complaining *■— 
saoxifioing herself all the time. Her self-centredness showed it­
self in what is truly called a devout spirit* a religious spirit r - 
moved froa all dogmatic and ecclesiastical form-ihe had that trust tn 
only those o-opie have who have been happy enough to be fr .■ / from in­
tellectual doubts. But her trust did not r.st on negative grounds­
it arew it's strength from her own inner positive realization: from 
which fact, I judge, she was -hat we often call ; old soul: that is, 
one .ho has gone through many incarnations and has successively 
stored up the acquired experience. If the question were asked - 
could I tell.what the .results of her life w-re, I would have to con- 

fAi do *fess that I dr not know. Ve separated immediately after Father's 
death,I to pursue my own mental,moral and spiritual battles, she, to

f- -moAMj IoJJlh-, •JT
all. uria- ш—чт-: years . short tira-.-^I left Denmark for A 
ano s far as I know, none of my sisters have recorded any of her 
experiences, if she ver related them.

If I may sum up,from my own point of vieч, what I 
gained from my mother,I should say that I got my emotionai natur , 
my intensity and my sclf-pcisc from her: 7roa her I imbibed fernl- 

nine traits of reserve and in all probability ra intuitive nature.
Had mother had the opportunity for a study of the mystics^-ihe *oul.1, 
in my opinion, have been what is called « natural mystidthat is t . 
say, h r own whole nature ould have been her revelation and source



of inspiration. The figures of her soeeoh would have been poetio 
anu l should think, at times, prophetic* because l have heard her 
express thoughts and ideas which.partook of prophecy* - -hat is to 

waa -kiA-&VK
say,iimmcdiaie and drawQ_out_of_g»e*s_s2lf. If sh were to be cl-s 
hified as a mystic, she would probably have be- en called a juietisti 
if she had ever written anything,it would have been hymns and 
songs, and in all of it, l judge, there *Quld have been trong 
raoe energy- l judge so from expressionsVTn her brothers and 

•sisters, who all showed strong national traits- l say this, howovei 
with reserve, because mother's character was more that of the soutt

just as her physiognomy and the color of her 
hair were typioally southern and choleric rather than light-col • eree 
northern and pflegmatlc: W r self-balance physiognomioally, as 
sho»n by a remarkably long and straight nose and finely-moulded 
hands and feet- ln looking back now,my judgment of her would be iic 
tated by admiration and awe, ll later life, l have often thought l 
fave felt her personality within my own.

My father was a strong, red-haired, impetuous individual» 
large oi build -and typical of the Norse-man- His family name was 
also typically Norse* it means "Castle on tSe hill'* ihe land on 

which the old Viking place stood is still owned by he family* it 
is located on St-nderop Strand on Kolding Fjordfnnar the borders 
of Schleswig^now the northern-most province of Germany- He included 
in his family also the remainders of two old families of the coun- 
try*the Bagge and the Friis'families* hence his full name was Janus 
Bagg- Friis Bjerregard. But h e- never let any of us children h -v - - 
more than the name of Bjerregardjfhy,- l do not know and l do not 

think any of the family knows- Th • • onl -• reason that suggests itself 
to me was his ext-eme democratic character-As for the pronunciation 
of the name Bjerregard, it is often made to be Beauregard, l cannot 
see why it should be except that people, are familiar with the 
Southern Genial's name- This, however, is a fact, that when l 
travelled in France, my name was always pronounced Beauregard* a-e 
ther- is in Normandy,on the Seine,a "Tour de Beauregard"*



í say this tower is a remnant of a building made by
Beauregard or Bjerr gard Vikings* As is -ell known,tkaae Vikings 

,-wfe rbays down the ooast and they settled in Normandy: there is 
reason to believe that some ancestor of ourSt was amongst such 
roetrs. Fr^nch archeologists also confirm the th--ory,and I hsv -r.- 
thia-doy a photograph of the ruins with Ft enoh aroheological re­

marks bearing out the idea.
Father was a eery independent character;he supported himself, . 

while studying for the ministry and had brought his studies near the 
end when he- could hae ; called for license to preaoh and could hae ; 
applied for a goeernment position: but he came home one eeening 
and told his mother that he was not going to become a minister. 
He gaee her no reasons and she asked none.He set himself to study 
philology and spent another eight years at that.";The {uestion in ry 
mind is,-why did he change his mindd I hae ; come to two conclusions: 
one, that he might haee fancied himself unworthy of so exalted a 
position as I know he considered wits: sanithe other that he might 

haee come under rationalistic influences,at some lecture or-con- 
ference. Just at that time ДЬсгл- bad appeared in Denmark the so- 
called "Illuminate* or ^tuadir-Lic" moíement resulting from 
Emanuel Kant's philosophyijhis moeem .;nt was strong and far-reaohing 
in it's influences. However, my conclusions being right or -rong, 

he forced my older brother through the theological studies, wanting 
to compel him to beoome a minisi©--: But he did not sucoeed: he ooulc 
fore- him through the studies and did force him and my brother 
passed *■ brilliant examinationAbit he could not foroe him throughА i 0-the ceremony and the practical nth h iingt^ a minister. * 1

When my turn came to choose a life-seudy,Faeher expressed 
a •• ish that I should be a theologian and I consented; but although 
I went through years of theological and religions experiences, I f 
failed to carry out his wish. I entered the diplomatic seryice and 
military life.As regards Father^t is interesting to notice the 
following* I witnessed th. incident myself. B«in; President of ".



Fredeiioia Coll = -,,c at that time, he la required him to invit , 
among others, the Parish Priest to the mid-summer examinaHons. 
Now Father was well known as despising ministers - as suoh*he never 
disguised his dislike. At this time,when the minister arrived and 
stepped up to greet Father with a hand-shaking,he saids’It is ex­
tremely hot today." To which Father replied, with the grin that I 
knew so well,"The Devil take me! hot!" The minister almost
with horror tried to push him aside ,saying, "lie's got you! He’s 
got you." Father's reple was simply a laugh^e had gained his 
point. But he never dreamed of th revenge Atnat miserable ministsr 

was to take. That was done when Father died. He was sick about two 
weeks ana died from kidney trouble brought on by drinkingJw^ 
water» that is, water containing much calcareous matterts a 
believer in water drinking. The morning of the day on which Father 
was to be buried was a rainy day* wt was the 8th of Janyary 187 : 
it net merely rained but sfioe four o'clock in the morning the rain 
had come down in torrents,without any interruption at all. At 8 
o’oluok in the morning, which was the usual time at which College
was opened for service,eminent men from all over th; oountry,s^vera^l 

, of whom were professors at the Copenhagen University and who had 
been his pupils,had arrived in town» they were to carry him from 
the College into the church across the way,just when the bells at 
8 o'clock should toll the hour. They did so. I, with my brothers, 
followed the coffin and though I had on my military coat I was thoroi 
thoroughly soaked during the short passage.The official heur for 
the ceremony was 10 o^locksth church was crowdeds^-mong the crowd 
in the gallery were all the military bands from the citysthey had 
received the Commandant's permission to offer Father this last ser­
vice and-greeting, b t cause, al-L. th year around on Sunday ' : -.radc, 
no matter what the weather bb been, Father had bmen prrsent at 
the Parade. Now, the official program is such that the Parish Priest 
must deliver a eulogy on the deoeased awi 2his priest was the same 

minister referred to in the incident of the school. He did deliver 
the eulogy and he did more than the law required. The law says nothi, 
about reference to the man's personal belief; but this priest said:
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"As to this man's belief in Jesus Christ, I know nothing*"- clearly 
meaning to indicate that the dead had no belief. It vas so und i1rstood . 
by all present and the si 1 once that fell upon the assembly was most 
oppressive.Then happened this most extraordinar  . 1 thing, no sooner had 
the priest offered to the dead this insult and fastened this disgrace 
upon his family than the rain suddenly ceased for an instant and a 
brilliant ray of sunlight fell through the cathedral window and 
rested upon the ooffin.lt was understood by us all as a protest 
from above.The law requires that the parish priest shall, on the day . 
of the funeral, call upon the bereaved family and offer a consolation 
This minister came, too, to do sojbut -e three S4»s sons were 
waiting for him_a^ the door,and when he was about to enter we let 4 
thát huavy oakenu^door weighing several tans fall direotly upon him. 
He only saved himself by quickly stepping back* he was not admitted. 
Thus, we sons, punished the insult of the morning.lt was a brutal 
act, I admit;but , considering the manners an customs of the day and | 

,JH the occasion, we felt justified- in doing as we did.
In his domestic life Father was severe and according to &the man­
ners of the day, I am sorry to say it now, a hard man, although just. 
He was never companionable with his children* once or twice a year 
he would invite guests to a party and would be so different from the 
ordinary man that none of us oould recognize hi-* This would seem to 

indicate that there was a soft heart behind the rough surface.As far 
as 1 know, I was the only ohild that contradicted him and stoo d up 
for ry rights.That was after I had left school. I had no right, ac­
cording to the law to contradict him and he had the right to punish 
me with the stick,if he had wanted to do ii. 4ut he let himself be 
dominated by me in regard to my allowance as a student.

Another trait of his character comes out in connection with my­
self. While I was a student I won in a competition and gained the 
position of teacher to the Danish Minister at the Court of Russia* 
which meant that I should leave Denmark and travel abroad and I ac­
cepted the positiont Without notioe’ I tuined-up at home,at the oolle-p 
on my way out lb Germany.when Father saw me he said, "What are you 

doing here$?"I answered "I am on my way abroadj I have an appointment 

ooffin.lt
morning.lt


at the Danish Legation at the Court of Russia,I am to meet ay 
Chief In Germany, I do not know «here, my orders are at present to 
report at a hotel in Frankfort on the Main." Father's r I- as 
simply,"Is that so?" How about the studies?" To whloh my reply was 
laoonloal enough,"! do not know," After an hour's stay at hone,I tra-1 
veiled abroad In my official position for two years.

Ц. r. Is also another lnstanoe revealing Father's ohar ш 

also oonneoted with myself. I oame baok from the diplomats servlo , 
Interrupting that oareer beoause my military service beoame du and I 
OOUld not put It off any longer. How, the rule over there Is,tint 
man .ho Is qualified can go into the military school and if 4- can 
graduate he oan serve his time as an offloer instead of as a privat . 
I did so and I graduated with honors.When I returned hone and presente’ 
myself in my uniform to my father,he saldd , "Ough! 1 never the i 
I should see any cf ay sons in that hated uniform." Hot that he «as 
unpatriotic) on the contrary, he was patriotic to the finger-tips, 
but he thought offioers as personalities were no good. I have seen 
him, many a time, stand at attention,-.-hen 1 passed, «1th my 
by the oollege windows, and when I saluted him with my sword he 
always took off his hat most respeotfully. In other words, I think 
th old man was proud of PP./te .

his pupils in the sohool were most devoted to him, if they 
oould ever entioe him out from home to a party tl iure to get
him on their shoulders and carry him hone tn triumph. It is only a 
munth or two ago that I read a long leoture about him dellv red at a 
teachers' convention by one pf his pupils, now a minister, in it 
Father was presented as a typ ci th old-school men,Numerous 
anecdotes were told.all ringing with the intensest devotion and ad­
miration for him.



И lsed»*’ suoh •" -looking upon them as hypoo ltes, b oause 
he himself «as so thoroughly abd absolutely truthful In oharaoterj|< 
oould bear no Insincerity or dupllolty. This minister In (uestlon 
wah a plutlstand therefore an unsound nature,naturally repellant to 
a nature as sane and normal as my father's. It is only fair to say 
that my father did not err In his Judgment , as the leading ministers 
of the day #ere^ pietists and therefore neoessarlly frauds.

Pietism, o#-ltte very nature must be Insincere, It Is nothing 
but assumed manners and external forms. The little religion in Europe 
«hioh is not Influenced by rationalism. Is usually called the 
"Inner Mission." it is supported by mlnlst in laymen who mean to 
be evangel loam Christians,but who are sentimental theologians. Their 
leading dootrine Is salvation by bloodJvno"a blblloal 
has purely and simply a theologtoal juallty and origin. It's only 
oonneotlon with the Bible Is found In two plaoes In Matthew,and 

are spurious, passages evidently added by a oommentator beoaese they 
have no oonneotlon whatsoever with the foregoing or the following. 
The songs of the pietists fairly reck with th. stenoh of blood, and-if 
the .tears of sentimental «omen and young men could «ash away sins,the 
earth by this time would have floated into heaven on the stream of 
their emotional strains. It is not an unoommon thing for pl ttists to 
be immersed In licentiousness and vulgarity. So one-sided ir< they in 
their doctrine,"nothing but Jesus" that they sourn culture and over­
look oommon morals. You can easily recognize a pietist by th 1 n 
grave-yard faoe, a head leaning on the left shoulder,rolling >yes md 
folded handsialso by the impMfent qu ries they address to ev 
they meet on the road,"Art thou saved?"
Pietism has always run Into weeds and Is an abnormal psyohlo oondltloi 
It frustrates it's own purposes by It's own Insincerity. It Is not an 
unoommon thing for a pietist to be a pnopagator of scandal,a baok-blta 
ana a general betrayer of oonfldonoes. Danish society, at the period 
I mention,was honey-oombed by such movements, Jheonl. intli t. as 
found in the "Grundtvlglan" movement,whloh was a peoullar mixture of
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religion andjlorse rnythologyiof joyous singing and oulture of 
folk-life, folk-lore, and folk-songs. In contrast to -he pietism 
the "Grumitvigian movement was and is a healthy and sound movement, 
because it rested on national f-elings and on a genuine sense of 
human worth and value. But with this rniovepent,Father had nothing t
do. f J 4x0^- ЪлпОт. C. rThsU* eJtejL



I was a stupid boy and very slo i to lea.rn<W-en I was 12 years
old I could hardly read Inside of a book and it -as with difficulty 
that I passed .entranoe examinations to the lowest class in the col­
lege. I oannot claim any kind of distinction or knowledge of anythin 
particularly characteristic of myself or prophetic of my future, at 
that tiee/The only startling thing I remember in my earliest youth 
was seeing the great comet of 1859. That comet stood to me as a key t 
to the heavens: it started ry intuitions and drew out of me what has 
since then beeh a characteristic: - the far view.Ever since that time 
I have never been satisfied with limited views in nature or cramped 
conceptions in thought.I know dlsrlncrly,rhyr that heavenly vision 
was an opening of my mentality^ mentality which did not show itself 
at all remarkable in school workout which a parallel line
©£ d li pmmt to the education I received in the institution called 
the school. After a year or two, I denot know now how long, my real 
schooling began,and was characterized by daily whippings received

*LZ*/*X4t*r
from my father, who insisted upon hearing my lessons in the evenings* 
I got my whippings because I oould not keep awake. I remember that 
I got so used to them that I often kept on sleeping during the 
administration. The explanation is this, that human nature was uriven 
beyond it’s possibilities. This lasted several years:! had no freedom 
from my studies: no sooner was school over than I had to turn up in 
his private study and start the next day's studies: I w^rked in the . 
same way every Sunday forenoon. The r ason for such constant study­
ing was this^I took both courses Л5 the college, the sclвnrlfio and 
the classical: an extraordinary and inhuman procedure. Kow much good 
it did me, I cannot sayibut in al probablllry,good has oome out of 
that torture and overloading of the mindibecause I got method into 
me. I cannot say that I ever bore father a grudge or hated him for 
this severity. I took it as perfectly natural: not knowing any other 
way of life. In after life I have often reasoned about the whole 
thing and have called the actions of my father stupid^ut whether I
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as right or ..on, I cannot say. № educational methods of those days 
•ere cruel and crude,the object .as cramming and not p.-rsonal duo ,1 
ticn. л“ -£ '•
and the Intensity with whloh I myself, as an eduoator, went Into the ’ 
personal aspect of eduoatlomseeklng to draw out the Individual 
oharaoter rather than to fill the pupil’s mind with feots.The irony 
01 the .hole thing appears In the Mot that as a teacher In th ease 
oollege an, ■ i th father as a oensor.al^xamlnatlon/.natobiy 1 n botanta 
I entirely overlooked the details of a flower’s build, I even ignored7 
the pupil’s ignorance of the plant’s name and gave him oharaoter a ,гкз 
lor his knowledge of the plant’s physiology. It’s habitat and other 
oharaoterlstlos.My «arks «ere the opposite of these given by my 
fathers father marked them low for their failure to give the right’ 
name and to know the exaot numbers of pistils and stamens , whioh 
Л11ш I ---- ignored. U th end of the examinations, wheh the
oensors added up the sum total of marks and saw that mine were In 

suoh utter contrast to theirs’ they challenged me to defebd my mark­
ings. My defense was that I was teaohing the new botany,which Is more 
Interested in knowing why one plant seeks th wet, dark and gloomy 
dell and there flowers an enjoys it’s life and would find It Im­
possible,like anoth.r plant, to oreep up a stony hill,exposed to the 
fleroe sun all day. Thereas this seoond plant oo.ld not possibly 
find It’s life In the dell, in faot, I delivered short botanloal 
lecture In defense of my plant physiology and method of teaohing befqj 
before my father the president of the college and the other oensors, 
and I triumph now in saying that my method became the leading one In 
the oountry and I thv ■ i that 1 claim to be it’s lnv ro­
tor,it arose- spontaneously tn varl laoes. ft for , hare In the 
reform,I can say that I as Independent and not influenced by any 
one else. It may be Inferred from this, that pupils enjoyed b 
loai excursions under my guidance and that I no doubt started nature 
studies in that way.

Another oas of irony is as follows, before th olass exami­

. One ol the results of uy own hardships «as undoubtedly the vlgqp
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nations took plao , father went Into our garden and ducked a 
great many flowers and oranohes of trees and brought them Into the 
room as speolmens to be used In the examinations. AS a matter of 
oourse I was obliged to rejeot praotloally all of that material.beoaqj 
beoause the examination «as to be In botany and not In horticulture. 
I remember, in one Instance, he plaoed a flower before one of the 
brightest of my pupils,asking it's n-m and oharaoterlstlos. The 
pupil turned to me у 1 r sj^gfexan 1 n e silled and bowed, then hi 
to my father and said,"! know privately what this flower Is, but It 
has nothing to do with my lesson. I have been studying botany and 
not hcrtloulturee"

All this may be said to be liinfilial and unrespeotful, but 
what was I to do? It shows what radical ohanges took place In those 
few years of my own oonneotlon with the soho 1 as a pupil and
a teacher.

I sale before that I was a stupid boy.As an Illustration I oa 
oan give the following. The law In Denmark requires that a student, 
after having passed the examina.tlns at his native college, sh -.11 
to the Copenhagen University to get his degsee diploma, n. . t th* 
h lust pass an examination. It was generally feared that I Ooul 
pass In any of the branohes of aathematlos.and for months before I hai 
daily private lessons from a^l /special mathematical professorjan of­
ficer in the army. I оам thenjjo the Universlt . oullarlty of
the examination was that I got a higher mark In the branches of ma­
thematics than in any of the other branobesvbut that didn't prove 
proflolenoy, hloh will be seen fr líj-fío?.

tlon was this, around the ■: li-; , 1 - green tables a dozen or
more university professors were seated as censors, at the end of the 
table sat the examiner,In my time,the well-known Proft Adolf Steen,as 
Sharp and oritioal a professor as any. Th oandldate to be examined 
draws his question from an urn,reads it aloud and hands it to the ex- 
solner nd to all the oensorsi|h?1hSnds oand

a piece of foolsoap and a penoil and says nothing, "n the table b — 
for in stands the clookithe candidate has just so many minutes to



rlc in. rhe humorous part of the whole thing is this, «hen the tin 
was up, the examiner took my penar and penoil and started to 
the mark he was goln ■ . <lth the ietter
sc little did I value the oorreotness of ay solution that I thought

13 writing " maadollg", whioh means In engllsh "rejeot . 
Instead.of that he «rote "meget godt", whloh moans "very good". ■ 
aaae thing happened with the other problems."hen I arrived home I 
oould not tell my father nor ay teacher what oroblens I had solved « 
anu I de not knpw It to this day. Thin 'innldent shown my tulal-4 - 
ot-aulumflnotlve uldlllj al leas^-e.^. In all the ot:, r
faculties In whloh I was oxamined I did not get bolo» "good", .he 
examinations lasted a seek,add on some days there were two faculties, 
both forenoon and afternoon.

After these examinations the question arose as to «hat Г should 
take up for a life-study. I was perfectly willing, and , In a way, 
desirous of studying theology. I had. In my own way, become reli-* 

giously stirred, not at all as we talk about totting rellglon"ln this 
oountry. My religion «as a devout attitude toward Ood and was 
directly traceable to my mother and the teaohlng given by her in 
my evening prayers. Thus there was no real oonneotlon between theo­
logy and my personal religious disposition. I do not kno« If my 
father realized that^but he suddenly abandoned the Idea of m.iklffc 
me a theologian and sent me to another town to learn the drug trade. 
This experlenoe lasted not more than a month. The ohlei element 
that worked against this was a most intense honeslokness,the only 
name I oan give It. "he plaoe I was In «as totally, absolutely ne­
gative! it furnished me with no mental, moral or spiritual pabulum, 
although everybody was as kind as it was possible to be,everything 

intagonistlo.of a oharaot r t drivt me away. la I - fl 
it In later years It seens to me that my splpltufÇkept m 
lessness, beoause the mdvement was a false one. I terminal I 
stay by running away one night. 1 walked off that night without а э 
yenny in my pooket, te beg Же
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Uj way over th ferry to ay nativ city.
I had an experience that night,which I have never been able to 

Interpret intelligently to mysulf. At about two o'olook, on this very 
dark night,there oame from a side road a short, stoutly-built man,c<r 

ped in the middle,tho oane being higher th* 
his awn selfiM? had on a large and old-fashioned hat and his oostuae 
looked very auoh like that of a medieval-guild man,or trades -san or 
robber. As I said, he OUO suddenly from a side road and walked with

- • lybut s lid not ixohange a word. My impress!
not one of fear but one of wonderment, is my anxiety was to get ahead, 
I did not pay a great deal of attention to the man,but he seemed to b 
be a guide to me.Afterwards, as 1 looked up the region thr >u 
I had passed In his oompany, I found that In medieval times the 1ш- 

looallty had been a robber-region>a retreat for©anish ^tobln 
Hoods. I have sometimes believed that it was an aoparltlon and that 
there was a oonneotion between him and his time and uyselfi I have 
always had a groat facility for transplanting myself baok Into medi­
eval sports, manners and customs, and it may b> that my thoughts and 
my psyohlo atmosphere at that time oalled forth his presence. The re- 
oolleotlon of the Instanoe Is as vivid at this moment is I tell it is 
the man’s presenoe was at that hour.

The only oth r peculiarity of my short attest to beoome a 
druggist was that on the first afternoon *hat I . s allowed out,I was 
mysteriously led into a seoond-hand book-shopw Jl tier, 
equally mysterious way,Insisted upon my buying a danlsh translation 
of "Kbllda|sl»Sakuntala”, at that tine the only danlsh translation of 
anything Sansorlt. He insisted upon my buying it »nd assured me t íat 
it was what I wanted^ a queer statement to make to a prospective iru 

' ' f • 
later oh> I bought the book and had no money left over for any kind 
of unjoymenx.. I o.vned the book for many ysars.

When I came home to my father,.! «as received irith a lie. 
the usual program* 1 r >aok«but raj
explained the uselessness of it. Then th: .u stion arose what to do



•'* 1 with this idle boy. Th re was a real r tason for the action 
which now took plao .-. T was sent out to a bDother-in-law,to learn 
a little farming; not so much to learn the farming, in reality, os 
to recuperatefor it was discovered that ra health was impaired. I 
was both under-weight and nervous.I stayed on the farm two years,
following a pair of horses fer —y »rrk. It was a large plaoe,oulti- 
vated by 18 pairs of horses and possessing 337 cows.

In this way I recovered my health and became á man. I^l^rn i 
what it is to lead other men.; -$r a pupil I lead the farmer boys into 
the fields and back again. For the first time in my life 1 discov­
ered the responsibility which rests upon a workman.Ilearned res.tect 
for animal oreatutes,pe.rticularly because an old horse named Peter 
was intrusted to my oare and was one of ra toam, ’rhile I» dined at
my brother-in -law's table,of course, and had a room to taytelf.I /a. 
in every way treated like a farm-hand.

I learned things , t that time, which became an essential help 
to me in studying ?arseeism,or th Zoroastrian agricultural system.

Í

I would never have understood that agriculture can be and i a wor­
ship, but for my training herding behind my team plou= 
soil ana knowing why I did it* SBanely, to open it up ana make it 
possible to receive the seed that was to be laid in it.

fjtjis
TheygreatJíother-id^ dawned upon me! I_did. my telf /hat, late 

I learned orientals were in the habit of doing,kneeled down and

I

i

kissed the soil.
I also learned what draining means^ow a sour, marshy soil 

by being drained becomes a sweet and fruitful matrix for healthy 
crops. At that time, I did not understand why a blessing is given
the agriculturist as is done in the Zend Avesta. The reason is that 
by ploughing and fertilizing the soil yeup^^tgiv^ nature an 

opportunity to do her best. To turn over the plough-share answers 
beautifully to the opening'of the eye; and to exterminate toads
and snakes corresponds well to the overcoming of passions and evil 
desires. To gather up the crop so that nothing shall be lost means 
to thank Heaven for the small favors as well as the great.

To look over a large waving field of wheat is like looking



/J
over th. sea of the multitudes of nations.

In the winter, to come into the forest- to cut trees and to 
hear the sound of the.wood-outters’axe echoing and re-eohoing - 
awakens al the mystery there is in a- yfung man's mind, like my own. 
Again and again, these experiences have given me the pow-r to und •­
stand something of Mother Nature's actions and doings and something 
of the occult teachings of the ancient religions. without this train­
ing I should not havr understood the sexuality of nature. I should 
not have been shaken out of myself and of oity life. I should not 
have known what it really is to live in th foen. I would have been 
as dull as most city people who have never followed the sun across 
the heavens from sunrise to sunset» who have also never understood 
the rise of primitive civilization in Central Asia, rh ■>*. the agri­
culturist parted with the nomadic life and drew boundaries around 
his possessions.

To draw boundaries means to establish the difference betweer 
mine and the thine"jin other words to lay down the fundamental 

law Sr all Jurisprudence.
While ! ,in those days did not philosophize about these 

things,I know, nevertheless, that I was profoundly stirred in all 
these directions and my atti^^-tion to nature was so strong that I 
sought familiarity with her and shunned the parties and visits that 
weie paid to my sister and brother-in -law.. I rarely took part in 
any of their entertainments

My introspective life seems to have begun at that time and 
settled itself in the direction of a nature philosophy. My religion, 

1 centred inn nature conceptions. My aesthetic not Ions, when I 
c rturned to Copenhagen a oouple of years later, centred entirely 
around the landscape. No formal art had any meaning to me for 
years, except the landscape.

The period of war-time in Denmark coincided with my stay 
on the farm 1835-4. This also was a distinct period in my develop­
ment. I dropped my farming and became my brother-in-law's assistant 
in taking care of the property.! became a scout for the danish 
government^ took this position because I was too young and too



/6 
weak to enter as private volunteer te-the army, The ваг experience 
brought out a large element of recklessness in -.уself.,., I did not . 
know »hat i^ar wast I did so many foolish thuinga * wattracWthe 

л ij^enemy that er was a wonder f was not killed «ny-t-iuree. I have one 

distinct spiritual recollection of what it is to see an evil spirit 
w upon a country within my vision. I felt the oppres-
’ sionfslifmy own breath was short. I trembled and fear took possess!

of me. I perceived distintiy, though not with my senses, an evil 
influence lying upon the atmosphsre,oreatlng vastation end desola­
tion, as if it crushed the national spirit. I had also another ex­
perience^ peroeiving the spirit of a nation. On this estate where 
I was looated.a whole Hungarian regiment was at one time quartered. 
Compared to the Prussians they were well-behaved though wild men, thq 
were kept under control by the uniform which they wore.hut as mai 
in themselves they were attractive and I became quite familiar with 
a number of them. In the evening,as they stood up in the great oourt- 
yard and would without leadership of any kind, start singing their 
national hymns, I would completely forget and forgive them for being 
the enemies of my oountry. If I had been able to speak Hungarian I 
would have fraternized with them. I drank their wine with them and 
felt the universal brotherhooi.'Their native turbulent and brutal 
genius attracted meTheir wild manners revealrd something aboriginal, 
*£.e*h4»h-te¥^*ellatt something abysmal in which I revelled. In such 
feelings there awoke sides of my oharaoter and nature undreamed of.





ч
Third Day

Those experiences have led me, in later life, to the realization that 
while war socially is a disaster, it may personally be a blessin 
&n this way,, the* beoomes a regenerating and a widening element in 
the individual 1 ife.. For after all, is life not a conflict, and is

b<£'*- Ip*-*
there any life that la-worth anything except when it KT faii of con­
flict and opposing streams? the people whom we meet in life with.
plaoid faces. and dull thoughts seem to me to resemble marshes ; and 
their apparent centralization is death.! have seldom■been able to mov 
move them to come out of themselves. On the contrary, the people who 
have moved much about and have been through a great many mills of 
adversity and experiences. if they did not lose themselves in the 
maniffcldness, were rich characters, fruitful studies and most de­
sirable companions.Personally, I like these people and am strongly 
attracted to them. I seek them as companions rather than the so- 
called innocent people, those whose life has flown off like a gentle 
river or resembles an inland lake.I have often said to myself,that, 
even if these people were scarred and marred or burnt, and oarried 
deep marks and furrows from sins of their own or sins oommitted again 
-st them, they were to me treasures. I have compared them to people 
of my acquaintance who have spent their life in traveliing,not set­
tling in any one place nor having what is ordinarily called a home« 
people who are often unjustly called restless and condemned. I hav■ 
compared them to actors and aotresses, who today play one part and 
to-morrow another, never being-j as it would seem, themselves. I have 
often thought even cf public women and their multitudino-uness of 
relationships and easily found a principle of union and seen a 
higher unity. This unity I have discovered by means of th ■ ■ mystic 
doctrine taught by the famous Meister Eckardt. He reasoned this « 
time and space are only mental oondi^ions^,Xctions of our's are only 

passing deeds and no of any essential value: the main element be­
hind these deeds is the personality. Therefore, if he personality 



is not enlisted In th act, the ac t has nothiiig to do with the 
personality and remains an indifferent factor in that life. For In rtf 
stance, a woman may have sinned, as the phrase is ordinalilt under­
stood,yet her personality may not have been in it at all. Conse.UentV 
the so-called sin was no more than a wind passing over herthad no more 
lasting value than the dew in the morning, which evaporates under the 
influence of the sun^Th-e so-oa lied sin was an outburst of physical 
ano other oondifions*no more: and disappeared under the strong rays q 
the personality whioh was the central sun of her 1ife.Fokardt's doc­
trine is this and it is a marvelous doctrine^ most fundamental ant ex 
plaining how easily sin is forgiven and why it is forgiven. it e»p 
plains that sin is not sin at all and never was and never oould be.
That sin is merely a notion -of the brain: a passing oonoeption 
without any reality. Fckardt’s doctrine is this, that the fundamental 
factor in life is wll1. Bu will is not always a dynamic powe--there­
fore action done by will in a static condition is no acti -n at all, 
eternally considered. The action doesn't become an action till will 
is a dynamic power.But inasmuch as will is only a forward movement 
ana never has a history, never has a past, it therefore does away with, 
any so-called act of will :«nd In the moment th - will is - then th 

past is gone. Yea, as he says, there never was a oast: for, as stated 
before, t4e»- time and soaoe are only mental conditions. The scaf­
folding is taken down when the house is finished. In the divine eco­
nomy the question is not about the soaffolding but about the re­
sults. The first sketchy llies of that which we call studies by 
artists are corre^ly not called art, but only called studies, because 
they fall away when the main line,th t pose an:, the finished work has 
appeared.

Another way of illustrating thit same fact of sin being naught 
is this: that in heaven, as it is popularly called,there are no seats 
higher or lower , up or down,near or far. Tithin heaven is heaven, 
and that is all there is to it. Iti a universal condition: itls 

all blessing : and into heaven come the forgiven sinners,and saints fl 
angels. Inie-aven th re is no history, no past and no futurejonly the 



present now. rherefore,the subllmeat Judgment we can pass and do pass 
is dictated by the pr sent hpw. in thieae concept Iona rests my oharttj 
ana root, ra conceptions of love.

After this war, I cam1 to Copenhagen and to the university t o• 
study and the main character of ray life bow until I w -cnt abroad on 
the diplomatic mission is one of intrisneotion. I lived in solitude 
and took no part in public affairs. I sought no master and had none. 
My mind was ne of observation and characterized by little definite 
formation, of personal oonvivtions. I was more like a sponge, absorb!м 
th. water in which it lies,and I drew into myself all the currents of 
ths mental, moral, and spiritual life of the capital,leaving out al­
together the political and the commercial.

The philosopher who had most influence uoon me was th f -man 
Frederick, llegeij als c s -п—fOfe-oa, oC his ihilosophy as tec-? man­
ifested tpff° -■ 1 km in Ю vjasmus Ki|lson and Bishoo Martinftn. 
From (fasmus Nillson I learned to hold two opposites in one minder, 

rather the doctrine cf radiati n dawned upon me. Tn no way ns I his г 
pupil or disoiple* ray thinking was original, he was only a stimulus. 
Frum Bishop Marttnsen I reoeived 
doctrine tinged with a religious 
will. He held that all apposites 

*

the influence of another phil os 
bias,namely, the dootrine of the go& 
6f life shoul - - be mediated and -re

mediated by the good will, That, for instance, science ani faith * 
not opposites but were united in the higher will pO0tindlberng merely 

two expressions of the same thing.
My art and aesthetic sentiments were nourished by that 

northern form of classicism that found its expression in Thorwaldsen. 
By means of Thowfaldsen my aesthetic ideas received a serenit , 
sublimity, I may say and lifted themselves above the merely sensuous 
in art. It will be г omember cd that am on o Thor Wo Id sen’s works, there is 
not a sensual sketch or production.

4

In literature I reoeived my influences from ^ehlensohlag or,theaby 
getting the old”l>orse element of loftiness and naturalness. I n ovor 
oame under the influence of Grundig. The theatre I perrd little for. 

It was then,as it always has been, too hoioow for me. My love for 
the 0;en and the direotly0^rean was too strong and would not allow 

me to sit for hours 1Istoníio to a mere show. I also spent much time





in the archeological Museum of Northern Antiquities, filling myself <ij 
with influences of th - r1 "Ji > - se life,which have remained »lth me and 
often to ra harm, in this way, that it stimulated and kept alive a 
natural coabativeness,.’'Jch I am now fighting in ry old days and find­
ing it oiffioult to overcom- .

As referred tc before, the landscape was the centrality of ay 
conception of the 6 en.By means of the landscape I was led into t 
ideas of the family likeness there is betweenjature at large and the 
human mind. I seemed to see the $feat Eye in the landscape about me 
ancFthe landscape in the painting, "he landscape that especially 
.>_s eloquent to me I Aoild find by going north of Copenhagen and havlq 
the deep green woods either in front or by the side of me and th blue 
Sound in front. On many days in June and July th S ind j
.3 the Mediterranean and the sky a4-s- above is as olear and as trans 
parent as anywhere where tho sky has loftiness. The two colors, . ■ -ern 
and blue never conflicted* they were to me then is they are now,the 
two poles of the truly human life*green being nature and transitofi- 

ness and rejuvenescenceiblue being that fascinating far-draring energ 
that lifts the soul out of its earthly boundaries and sets it upon a

M -Vrook that never was on sea or land. TheJphl•nзnphy may hav •
out 01 '.he fact of my being a gentteeoature, so some peoi le Ь-v- - said. 
Iadeny it, hOTeverfor my life shows no gerini vaguene^^,i^^^^t^^r^^1^ns 
or valuation. The studies which I was supposed to be conducting 
were theology and in the L,аndbohf>lsknl c the natural scieno -s , in­
cluding particularly chemistry, botany and physios. But I cannot call 
mys-lf a faithful stud ht* tlnfe studies rather ran into philos-phics' 

speculations and became subjeot to the general flight of mind which 
characterized the other soul endeavors already described.



V J
Fourth Day.

During this period I used to visit the various denom inattons tha-t had 
chapels in Copenhagen. I visited them Sundays and evenings to hear 
their dootrines and test their lives. I never joined any of them.

On aooount of religious liberty in Denmark the greatest varie­
ty in oreeds and cults was cultivated In Copenhagen ,com inо frоя ail 
parts of the world.besides those of native origin. The one that had 
most influence upon me I will describe. My intaduotion to it was pecu­
liar and ought to have been a warning from the beginning;for this oor- 
tainly is a spiritual law that tho Lord i your spiritual guid s 1 oy 
obstructions in о your way if they want to warn you and yet allow you 
freedom of action. From this point of view obstacles are friends and 
finger-posts. But I was not sufficiently developed,at that tine,to 
obey. I rejoice now in saying that T am watchful and take great care 
to examine inoidents and accidents. The peculiarity of this incident 
was as follows. I arrived in Copenhagen in the afternoon on leave of 
absence from my gartison;at the rail-road stati on I ran into a bar’oor
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aeoond oomlng and the establishment of the kingdom. All the leaders 
of that movement are at present dead and the effort has entirely 
oollapsed. I he-ovo-, beoame very enthusiastlo about the man who In­
troduced me. I trusted him and loaned him a large sum of money,.'hioh 
fact praotioally ended my acquaintance wlth-him. I lost my money and 
my friend. He was an enthusiast of that sort wj-(0?i always bellevis 

that luok Is coming their way.Hio only luck he met ulth was an esoapo 
from arrest for frauds, dofalcation.and all kinds of oro ked work. ’o 

this day ! blame that little society for not warning me. hut their 
defence was that they thought 1 was olevor enough to disoover the na­
ture of my comp^.nion.and also that they did "tot oonoeMa thomsolvos 
with worldly affairs.It being no part of their rcliglous tenets to 
watoh and guard. As a compensation for my money and my false friend 
I had made the acquaintance of these people. It happened that ! had fc- 
the opportunity to do them a favor.They had a little hymn-book which 
was □о1^.Ьвс;. in miserable 0 inlsh,full of false metre and wrong tunes. 
I suggested to tho senior of the movement called In the Hew Testament 
tein "The Angel",whioh in general ecclesiastical language means ex­
actly the same iHOu» as "bishop , that ! would oorríot and 
this hymn-book without any oost to them if they would print tho now 
edition. The offer was accepted and the work -as done. This lei the 
"ingel" tc make the following request and to put tho following questi’.v 
to the effect that If T should bo called by the prophetic voioo to do 
a work/would I do It? After a few- days consideration I reported "Yes’ 
I would!" I sa no reason why I shoul'f do such a work, if my о on- 
soienoo told ms it was the Lord's work.! month or two after this he 
told me that there would be what they oallod a po.sontation for the 
oalling to tho offioe and that If I still stood by my answer to him 
I would be presented before a prophet . The qu 'stion was renowed, 
would I obey if oallod? ! answered in the affirmative again. Tho roOT 
In whioh the following action took plaoo was of good size and fitted 
up in the ordinary -wy like a ^0^^^ the upper ond was a platform 
which reached across tho room. That the platform was not very solidly 
built became evident when anybody oroas-rd It. Tho presiding elder, the 
"Angel” stood in tho middle before the altar^n his right side, to tho

affairs.It
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left of the platform,was seated a small and weak-looking man of not 
more than one hundred pounds weightjon the other side,also to the 
$-r- of the "Angel" was seated a man called the sorlbe. After some 
prayers and some liturgical exercises there was a pausejthen suddenly 
this small man who was oalled a prophet began to shake and to ho-1 

with a most inhuman voioe. I had hoard his voice before this eventjit 
had always been high,thin and peevlshjnow, under the influenoe of Útê 
spirit it sounded like the roar of a lion.His small body trembled 
and seemed to weigh at least a thousand pounds,the platform visibly 
shook unde r him. ’’hat he said and oried out, I do not know. I never 
learned. I was natural lv startled, but still more so, when he suddenV 
got up, rushed down and stopped a font*in front of me,enveloping me,ss 
it were, with a cyclonic power of magnetism, under which I trembled, - 
grew hot and o-ld. I felt the hairs rise on my head and I seemed to 
be in an altogether unwonted and unnatural oonditi ■ n. But it -as a sut* 
1ime condition. I did not lose consciousness^! rememberdiseinotly I 
wondered how suoh a small man oould exert so great an influence upon 
mt. He spoke at lengthjwhat he said I do not knowjbut amon . . . other 
things were the following words given to me later by the interpreter, 
or soribe aforementioned^
"And upon thee Jesus places the name of priest.Be thou a valiant man 
(repeated three times) for lirn and his truihinhllook to (5 times) 
the need of his people and give thy life (3 times) and Jesus the 
Good Shepherd shall bless thee on the day when he gathers the flock 
and presents them to the Bather!"-

I -as told that these words contained a genuine oall to the 
ministry and that I ought to go into it acoording to the previously 
given promise,but that I was perfectly free to wait the Lord’s own 
time. The time never came th-os-e with them,nor has it ever oome in 
any ecclesiastioal formjbut I have never denied nor doubted the call. . 
In my own way I have fulfilled it,preaohing divina truth as I knew it 
wherever I oould get a hearing and I purpose oobtinuing to do the 
same as long as I live.

Besides myself, there were presented three other young
rnen,whô also wer • called to the ministry and they all entered upon it 
under ecolesiastioal1 forms then and there.But all oarne to griefj

priest.Be


meeting ..1th sorrow and dogmatic oonfl lots.and on" of them fell Into 
gross immoralities I, myself, oamo into a sort of conflict vith 
the "Angel",beoause I would not render that implicit obedience re­
quired of me, which i considered an unworthy degradation. i admit, 
now, that I was wrong,from their point of view,but i am not sorry that 
i left them.

I continued my iiudies and got my living as clerk vith a carpen­
ter and builder, having resigned my commission in the army. The next 
year I left for America,and as i burned all bridges behind me and for 
about 5f years kept no o°gieStt£n with the old country,my partieioa- 
tion in this. mov™cen°l ike all the other things, died of its elf.

Before this religious incident, i had already beoome an 
officer in the army and the story of that is as follnwsi- 
My oonnecsion with the diplomatic mission mentioned above came to a
sudden end through^m; return to Denmark on aooount of my military 
service which then became due and could not be postponed any longer.
Instead of entering the army as a private, 
tering the military aoademy to be eduoated 
and after 2years of terrible suffering and 
passed with honor. c <ui't rffr**

I had the option of en­
as ^officer. i did so, 
great hardships, I

I had gone home ,not only because of my military service,but also 
on the advice of my military friends abroad, especially that of a verf 
good friend of mine, Count and -olonel Ketteridge of the Russian army. 
He was perfectly willing to procure me a olaoe in the Russian mili­
tary academy or in the Austrian academy,but as he saidjafter my gra­
duation in either of the rwo places I would be sure to be thrown into 
some outlandish garrison in Asia or to some Voidvod and it would be 
very difficult if not impossible to get me back to either capital,St
Petersburg or Vienna. Hence he advised me to go home and graduate 
thereat! come tfe as an officer when - would be in a oositi n cUtZõIé
to say something about my garrison and location. The diplomatic ser­
vice would also be open to me in various ways,being an officer and 
having the prestige of a title and position. For these reasons i went 
home.But i did not go back, because in the meantime i had seen my 



future wife and had married her.Misa J rgina Matilda Thoapeon^alsо 
a Dane. Thio^nf nnuroe, nhanged tOeie elans. But there weee other 

reasons why I abandoned the diplomatic and military career -Ohleli nf 
these was my religious nature,my inclination for studies and thо exp 
perlenoe I had abroad,soeing the hollowness of public life and the m* 
misery in whioh so-called society people lived»and the moral degradai 
ticn that threatened me, if I went into'that atmosphere which may 
be oalled the diplomatic and military. In other words, there was no

attraction to go abroad again. At th same time, I oannot 
deny that an original wild natyra and a determined self-will were 
very strong in me. I was in no wise truly religious nor regenerate. 
That which I call ny regeneration didptrt take plaoe until later. 
One main characteristic of regeneration or breaking through may 
be seen from the following incident. I had, during the day, attended 
to my military duties as usual, but towards evening, before supper, 
I was suddenly overwhelmed by a strange influenoe. I felt the ne-d of 
doing snmotOing radical to get out of myself and establish my life 
on a new basis. There was an inner call to go out into the ftpen,sym­
bolically; meaning as I now see it, leaving the old man behind. After- 
an hour’s exnltemont,tOis occurred to me. Though the evening was 
pitch dark and the snow fell heavily and had ilready covered th о eartf 
by severe! feet and it was /November п^О^ЫШН; cold. I never­
theless stripped off all my clothes and took my military c— , turn d 
it inside out.and flung it around as not to be recognized. In
that costume I ran out of the housebound my way out of the city and 
ran into the open fields for about five (nglislj miles getting home 

toward morning. Itook neither oold nor ill of any kind,nor did anj'ocft. 
ever discover what had happened. I was with rna regiment the next day 
as usual,but I was c-rtainly a transformed manfully conscious of hav 
ing by my act-on shed off the old man. Though I cannot explain the 
connection between my action and my moral state. The psycology is, to 
me a mystery to this day. - But this I know. From that moment on, I 
was filled with higher and purer purposes and with an exaltation that 
has never left me; with a stimulus tc push out and into the r^stio 
regions of mind and 0о»г1;*И0 an uplift of joy whioh has been my 



support ever since. The Instance was more than an awakening. It /as 
a sort of transsubstantiation.

The main lesson that I learned in tkh Military sohool was 
obedience.besides the direct military training which I could have 
followed up and which by following up and entering the army 'would 
doubtless have seriously interfered with my future development 
The principle of obedience i got so thoroughly ibto me that I ias al­
most orushedjFor two years after I left the academy and was an offi­
cer. I found it difficult to associate on a plane of equality with 
my fellow-officers. In my mind I always felt myself to be their sub­
altern. I have always .since then. thought of this crushing and won­
dered why and how it was oossibleibecause. according to what I have 
already stated.I was far advanced in the line of mentality. But the t 
true answer to the question of the crushing of my will is no doubt 
thist-That then and there I was reduced and brought face to face with 
an aspect of will unknown to me;an aspect that has come up again and 
again in later life and has oaused endless mortifications. It ..as 
ry rebellious and inborn Viking nature that met its master in the 

military discipline. In a way. I then first began to live from the 
true bottom of my life. or according to the spiritual principle. The 
lesson learned was of course of far-reaching consequence. Thile I .in 
my five years duties as an officer never attempted to crush another 
will. I was never-the-less so thoroughly imbued with the will princi­
ple that I had no difficulty in being obeyed(and twice in that timp 
did I become th- cause of the degradation of two sutt--ltern officers. 
who Judged me too oheaply.because I was not brutal in ry acts and 
did not hold ry position by domineering moods. Much against my own vi 
wish and very much to my sorrow. two sergeants were at different time 
degraded to the ranks for disobedience. I am happy to say that_tha л 
oasas were none of mere formality nor did I make them>they rnadettie - 
selves.Nor did I create the unpleasant circumstances direotly or in­

I “°uld even have shielded them but the publicity of their 
deeds,, required actions.

At the end of my military career I came to grief^s I have 



already related. I mad. my living In Sonanhygen as olerk In a oar- 
penterls and builder's offloe and occasionallysr out on my uniform 
In the afternoon when I walked leisurely in one of the suburbs of 

Copenhagen, with my ooat unbuttoned and my hands In my pooket,which
was perfectly orderly and not against military routine. I met, one
a fellcw-cfflcer who was also a graduate from my olass. In the rare m 
moments of leisure whloh we had had In the academy we had talked 
scorylrsm,whroh was at that time a new and forbidden subjeot.(1875) 
The government was very muoh in fear of socialists and socialists at 
n that time were practically anar^^s. The Danish socialists had 
three very strong and powerful leaders who were soon, under one pre*- 
text or anolherj^r-he arrested and kept in orison for many years. 
fellow-officer was an avowed socialist and known as suoh to the po­
lice. I did not know this or suspect it at the time, iyddl walked wi« 
quite unconsciously^ing oven to the door of the building where a 
socialistic meeting was to be held.I had forgotten entirely that [ 4 
was in unifcrm,cn|yccount of the Qa^less way in which one may wear 
it.But going to that door in thefey was a social crime and placed 
me immediately among the suspeots. This was just. I had no business 
to go there in uniform especially as I was a member of the royalist 
club and the prime minister of the country was my cousin. The shele 
of th. • Incident was an innocent aot and the gravity of the situation 
was not realized until too late. The next day I went up to my cou sin. 
the prime Mrnister,ynd I found that I had already been repotted. He 
waved me off haughtily with his hand, as if I had been a bl&ok sheep. 
Never-the-less, I asked him what could be done^o which I got the 
hau-hty answer that he «аЛсфи' do anything, which I replied that 
1 didfibt oyre.Denmyrk was, after all, only a small plaoe ana I oould 
make a career somewhere else. I left him and within three weeks.I 
was on my way to the United States. That again was a breaoh of mil­
itary drsorplrne,fcr I had no right to leave without royal permission. 
Although I did it and all ry superiors knew where I was and where I 
went,they did not search for me,althcugh I was advertized as a deser­
ter from the army.' was apparently у my name has never
buJ 
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stricken from the royal calendar.My name was oarried /1 th my regiment j 
from year to year for the 15 years of my servloefoonsequently, offi­
cially, I have done nothing wrong.

After having been two years in this oountry and having suffered 
untold hardships,my rot jisr managed t.o get things so arranged that I 
could have, returned and ask tot the King’s pardon, which T would have-

O4*<
received,I could have been re-instated and everything would have 
been as if I had never lost caste, though In the extremest distress, 
utterly penniless,without the slightest ides, where the next meal was 
corning from,my wife was the one who spoke up and said»"No! re will noj 
not go homo. We will fight it ought."

I bless the moment that we took that decision. 1 perfectly 
agreed with her. I havs never regretted it, and when I visited Denmark 
thirty-one years later T felt sure that I had acted c□rrectly.

Fifth Day.
hi huj h* tb имЛА

My arrival in Ame sioa. rraiid corresponds to a w»rld olataoly s3«/lt was 
a total ohang j- of principles and a forgetting of all antecedents and 
a striking-out for the new -nd the un-known.A good illustration might 
be taken from the following story. The only guidance I had when I lei 
the old country -vs a little hand-book issued for emigrants by a 
former justice of the peace in Omaha. His name was N%llson an! he 
was a Dane. From that book I learned that it was no shame to work in 
America at any trade •.Z^lsoeveri *9Rat it would be for me even a 

most honorable occupation to drive a flook of pigs up Broadway. 
Another law that I laid down for myself, after reading the besk was 
tills. To take the first work that^offered^^ matter what, in order to 
earn the first dollar. The result would be s..>lf-oonfldence. with 
these two rules I landed in Amerioa.' had no letters of introduction 
had only eight dollars in my pocket and*to more clothes than I oould 
carry.fhough I did not oome over on an emigrant passagefnever-thesla f



n board tn: ship, I associated flth emigrants from Soandlnavla. 
Not from choice, but from a certain despair, realizing to vheit a 
stratum of sooiety I was reCuoeC.Amcng the Scandinavian emigrants < я 
a batch of scmc twenty girls from Sweden.They came over with an 
aê^cim1aaiiie!.■eertзnibSlCôniánacc ’.ç^!vbheCt ianr**V, thatvajriftett-hueeUeId 
agent and were to be consigned, on their arrival to various house­
holds, as domestic servants, T had a conversation with that /agent ani 
he offered me work in Salem, N,J. It proved to be in an oil-factory. 
To lh-= заме town was also consigned one of the S wedlsh glris, a rath' 
gccC-lccklng -vnan ,of more than usual education. Fate decreed that 
for a oouple of days neither she nor I got any work and both of us 
were 1 oaged in agi'arman-boarding house, and we were naturally seen 
together. Now, it hapnene^which of course I did not know,that that 
girl was in the family-way and had been shipped from the old-country 
on that account. Gossiping tongues immediately made a connection 
between her and myself. As it was scon discovered at the factory and 
elsewhere that I was no workman, a romantic story was made up at 
once and my case was mad' out to be an elopement. In the factory, I 
was time and time again on exhibit ion,when visitors cace to see the 
works and I had a distinct feeling that, the Superintendent told this 
story to every visitor who inspected the factory. As a matter of 
course I was perfectly helpless and had to endure the soandal. I 
could shun her company, of course^nd I did* but whenever I -anier» 
through the town to my work with my tin pail in may hand ,! knew I 

■was pointed out and the story repeated.?ecple actually stood still 
I was not cleared or brought out of this unpleas- 
thc time oame for the woman to be taken to the

He 
; in 

In the meantlrae,twc other Danish workers had arrived in towi

and looked at me.
ant situation until 
hospital,when she told her story and revealed the father's name* 
was the Superintendent of the faotory where•hshe had been workin; 
-«eden
and they assisted me most vigorously by informing every-body of the 
true state of affairs. The child died^and^I baptized it before 
death. This was one of the trials which called forth all the mental, 
moral and spiritual resources which I possessed. But there was still 
more in store for me. The ether laborers in the factory made a

of me an: I suffered a great many indignities. I had, however,

-



gas-s. l could only 3tan 
the window every few 
fainted five times; and 
muoh water to counteract 
eat anything; dnd in 

as the nights were one continuous torture from vermin in the 
mosquitoes in the air,my life was in no way paradisiacal. 
way l had, unconsoiously aoquieed a stoio apathy. l oa 
was philosophical superiority which gave me strength;rather

wisdom enough not to resent this,except jnoe.
lo* grabbed a stick and rushed at me, as if offering fight.I grabbed 
another stick of the same length as his, and being- a good swodsaan, 
l laid my stiok over his $and and arm in such a fashion that he was 
Incapable of working for many months. From that rnorneht I had th a res.- 
pect of every laborer in the place.Further humiliations, however, 
awaited me. My work was about the hardest in the footary.I worked in * 
the drying-JoaBe, in о temperature of 12 I degrees, the atmosphere 
being surcharged with turpentine and benzine 
the heat for a little while,having tc run to 
minutes for o breath of oir. The first day I 
during the first week of my labor l dronk so 
the influence of these gases,thot l ee^lld|nDt 

os muoh " ' ’ ‘
bed ond 
ln some 
that it
was it despoir, or perhaps pessimistic indifference. '•'hee the day's 
work was over I tried to sleep* and I thrled to do the same on -sun­
days. I had bo friends! no amusements; nothing at all in the line of 
recreation. The onla pleasure I hod was the attempted stoot in sleep. 
I did not even have hope. I could not speak English at oll..I ottemot- 
ed, by 
whiled 
was of 
outlet 
as fast as i leorned ony English I taught it to them, 
thing wos thot one Sunday we arranged a eemmunle 
bread and distributed et,rnpeoteng the form 
from the Lutheran rituol. The ideo wos mine 
thuaeaam portook of it. Jhey were young men 
and one, a farmer,emigroted from Schleswig, 
from Denmark by Germony. They were in possession of o common school 
education and they revealed o certoin native piety, such as is eemmrj 
ly found in the country villoges. Tiey wore ready to submit themselves 
to one whom they felt to be their superior and were kind and good-

means of my dictionary_to read newspapers and in that way I 
away the hours.The company that those tw ■ Banish men gave me 

course, utterly unsatlsfactoryibut they furnished a sort of 
for my pent-up energies. I taught them a little religion and

One interesting
service;! broke the 

as we all remembered it 
and they, with great en- 
from the laboring olasf 

after it had been taken

4



4 / 

natured. hen I oould^tt work, as I more than three days in 

the week,just enough to pay my board,in which I was generally behind.
they paid lor me voluntarily and without a murmur. If there was anythin 
I wanted done, which they could do, they willingly dld(it.

After I had been in the factory about one month,the day known 
ae "Blaok Fr iday"jpcurr«i,1 ing the failure of Jay Cooke in 

and *;hJ1 total collapse of all the financial Interests in Philadelphia
America. All factories, everywhere, shut down,and sent their laborers 
home for the winter, ihen the order was given to disoharge all the 
foroe in the faotory the senior member of the firm oame to me and
told me what was going to happen,that everybody was to be discharged, 
but that he would retain me, me only,to do thrC cleaning about the pla • 

until work began again in .the winter, I was to work for my board. 
After I had been used for oleanlng a few days, an old negro In the 
town was employed to lay asphalt On til various faatorjebbildlngs and 
I was assigned to be his hand. A white man oould hardly sink lower. 
I worked under th^negro for the whole winter and suffered untold 
agony from oold and general exposure, my olothes were worn out by th$ 
time and oould only be renewed by my own sewing,the patches I pud on 
were taken from sackcloth and smeared over with body-paint from oil­
cloth to. fill up the intervals between the fibres of the oloth. Littlj. 
by little,my pants game so stiff from this paint that they oould ac­
tually stand up by themselves and the ooat ! put on was as hard and 
stiff ss a ooat of mail.Both ooat and pants were well patohed.

The negro, my boss, was kind enough,but he never forgot that 
he .was master and I was merely his boy. The torture ended in the 
Spring when general work was resumed and the faotory opened again. 
ЗЬсп,П1 happened,one day after I had eaten my lunoh in the company of 
the other laborers,on the roof of the offioe-bunldnng,that I drew a 
bird-eye view of the buildings on my lunch paper and one of the labor­
ers handed it to the superintendent.That same afternoon I was ordered 
into the drawing and pattern -room of the faotory and that was my fils: 
promotion in Amerloa

It seems strange that I should have lived suoh an Isolated liik 
In this faotory townjthe faotors to explain it must be my•karma and



JI I 
a natural desire to seclude rys If. It vis also a nuaker to-vn^oxtrea ■ 
-ly conventional, stiff to the back-bone, the people were not accusr I 

Stomed t . ■ foreigners ,and the rornantio story already told made me 
a black-sheep,to be shunned. I ns ostresized,nobody knew who I .vas I 
and my own habits dii^*I open the way for anyb ody to attempt an ao- I 
quaintance. As I sail before,oil these things right at the beginning 
of my arrival in America^orrnspcndnd to a cataclysm in the c osmlo 
world.My people dic^ntt. know anything about re, and I didn't want 
them to know. I was thrown entirely upon my own resources,ohioh, in 
my cast,was most extraordinary/To an American it means nothing to 
be thrown on one's own ensouronsíbut for me, coming from such ante- I 
cedent conditions as mine w - -re, it was something so radioal that it I 
had either ■ to end in despair and suicide or In regmeration. !t end- I 
ed in the iattne»DnilOeratLniy, I set about to forget all my aristo- I 
cratic notions,I never allowed myself to think baok or to dwell upon I 

past conditions. I threw myself into the world of public ideas just 
as fast as I oould learn the language and the forms of life. Very 
few 4?n:rloans can realize what it would mean for a man vith my 
tralning,wbo had never earned a dollar by the sweat of 22% beow,nФ,- I 
suddenly to be made dependent on a mere pittance of wages with ths 
knowledge that every hcur lost in labor meant so muoh less bread.
Nor oan an Amerioan understand what it means-for a man of oomparativ > 
leisum,as I had certainly been in my own country, tc be ground 
down in a mill of labor^der orude and insolent bosses who ourse I 
you as often as they see you,and whose only object is to get work 
out of you. It is a question to re, how many men oould stand a simi- I 

lar degradation. Let us think of an I|лanl08^n being transplanted to 
Europe under similar conditions, I think most ierloans would shake I 
their head and say "I oo^lOwlte>t do it."

The ohange that took plaoe -as not alone in the directions I 
just mentioned, but I had to learn new manners and customs and 
standardsjit meant not merely a turning around and going by opposite з I 
-it meant many grades of changes and many degrees of adaptations, 
difficult to define and more difficult to it
meant more to me than it meant to many another emigrant ooming from I 
a different strats^of soolety;Onoause, as a military man an0 ooming 
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out of high-class society in my native-country, I was an aristooratj ' 
yet here I had to be a democrat. In the old-country I oould not have- 
associated with laborers on equal terms, yet here, 'I had to. In 
this way, the contrasts everywhere were sharp and burdensome.

I never despaired or grew hopeless. From the mom ent
the stearnship arrived in New "ork, from the moment they ran up the 
Amerioan Flag down in the harbor,! underwent a personal ohang.. A 
great enthusiasm took possession of me; I felt at home as soon as 
I put my foot on the shore. I, who in the old-country had suffered 
so much from home-sickness, felt none of it here. There Is no psy- 
oological reason to explain a mants falling sc completely under the 
spell of a new land,except that the directing forces of my life 
shielded me from a sight of the dangers and sufferings that awaited 
me and only revealed the universal and ideal asçeots of humanity.
I oarnjj&is much, a fact, that the newness of the situation fas­

cinated me,acd being young and vigorous I had none of the fears of 
maturer years. I looked boldly upon the environment, yet I can\ say 

that I was master of it.It would be truer to say that I went on in 
a sort of blind faith.

For the next fed years,I met Nothing but trials and sorrows 
and agonies; which is the traditional five years for every foreigner 
that lands.

I oame to myself and to my own after I began to ao -quire £ngl ish 

enough to be able to speak and to give less&mt» My rudiments of 
the language oame from newspapers and from daily ccnversэ,ti dn. 
Everytime I heard a new word, - I put it down in a little tooe book 
whioh I kept in my vest-nccket,tcgathяr with pencil. If I o^ldp.ct 



Spell it, I got somebody to write it down for me and in the evening I 
I studied it and all the'other words gathered during the day by the I 
dictionary. Ty means of a retentive memory and a constant comparai- I 
son of the English words and their meaning with similar words in 
other languages, I soon acquired a tolerably extensive vocabulary of I 

words. After that memorable event of my drawing a bird’s-eye view 
of the factory buildings ?nd my promotion to the drawing and patterns 
room, I Naturally indulged a little in color and design, for which 
I had some taleht Iuileetf, Jn the old-country, when I first arrived 
at Copenhagen,! intended myself for an artist* especially for soulp-l 
ture. I will revert to that period for a moment. Together with six 
other young men, I organized a small, aesthetic club.We met weekly I 
and studied our model, hired for the occasion by joint contributionsI 

¥e were all more interested in sculpture and 1 ite than in color. 
ti were very free and direct in our examination of art anatomy and 
onoe a week everyone of us, in turn, was obliged to prepare and read I 

a paper directly relating to our subject?, heavy money fine was im­
posed upon anyone who should dare to say an indecent word in -our 
meetings or who should lapse into any form of sensuality, 'e re- 
ooguized the necessity of keeping the standard high in our actual 
Intercourse with mod-ls,bsoause ournideals were purely idealistic 
and acsthetic. In those days I already saw what I have underst iod be| 
better in later life,that all things are necessarily symbolioal,or 
perhars I should say now, using Swedenborg's language, correspondAm-I 
tial. At that time I oouldpfit have used the phrase, for I dldfifó 

know it. Now—* I mean by it, that t‘e natural object I feel or hear 
or touch by my sesses,is an effect and by spiritual insight ■ en­
deavor to find the cause of it. When I hav - - found the cause, I hava 
found what Swedenborg calls the oorrespondsuoe between the external 
and the Internal. This process I was ignorant of in those days but 
my aim was the same and is still, to this day. I seek for the subtle 
intangible somethingtthat which cannot be weighed or measured or 
examined in the chemist's retort, but which is never --the-less the 
Real’ We young men, in those days, stood for realism in that sense, ! 
ana these meetings were to me some,of the sublimest I have met
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with In Ilf * . They wer- • Introductions tc the ideal realms.

I stayed in Salem until the next spring,when the firn sent 
Be to i’hiladelphla to th oir store , to take the place of a clerk 
who sent to Europe on a vaoation. i had only worked about a month 
and ay wife and two children had arrived from the old-aruntrytwhen 
I met with a 3* rlous a.ooldnnt.A big box of oil-cl • ‘th nos about to 
fall upon ref warded it off, but in suoh s way that I strained rny 
back and was incapable of working for ten months. During those 
Bonths we lived on the prooeeds of the family silver which we sold 
as well as the little jewlry and th • • gt-xl clothes and oth or va­
luables which ay wife had brought over. Nothing was left. Not a 
sred of olothesjeren our weddlrg-rings were saorifioed*and nothing 
has ever been reoovered.Ne were reduced to the uttermost degree 
of poverty and distress. I was rescued again by on aooldent. I 
had boon attending aTu thodist churoi in the company of tho: 
Danes spoken of before tn Salem,who had als o oome to ’hiladelphia. 
At that church the ninlater conceived ttoo Idea of oaktng me a 

Hi hoist minister. How that %-oossible is a nyster;
day, for I had shown no signs of conversion nor had I tot roligion 
in the approved fashion. However, ! let myself be led and was sent 
tc Brooklyn to join a Norwegian Methodist group.In that way I and 
my family came to Brooklyn,but it d'ic/bt take the Norwegian  I a 
long time to dlsoovor ry utter unfitness for the proposed ministry, 
he sa* at enoe that I was sn unconverted soul^ondemned to perdi­
tin according to h thodist 8tyle>both I ant my wife agreed with hi 
him very readily and we parted company.

lllve*d,at that time, in a back cellar in the lowest par) 
of President street,near the ferry.To sneak of poverty and misery
and squalor would hardly express our surroundings.An instance like 
the Hallowing was not an uncornmon thing. 
could
* h iCh 
lived 
black 
work, 

I had nothing to do and 
find no wo'rk.My wife found a little sewing,once a weak for 
she got БО cents. For eeks she and I and the two child .n 44 
cn that.Further comment is unnecessary*if we got a piuoe of 
bread and black coffee,*© lived .hl.At other times il found 
perhaps at a pepper mill,but of ocurse, could nct stand * it

for more than a day. I also found my way into a sugar refinery,
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which I also oculd not stand for any length of time. I onoe had a 
job oi rolling nail-kegs from the street into building,a job 
that requires laborers with trained hands and backs mad; different; 
from the way my back was made. I swept the streets both in Brooklyn 
and in New York, Г nould beat my neighbor’s oarpet or run an er- 
rand|anythin« for bread. By jobs of this kina ve lived after a 
fashion. .ven und-r such conditions/ oney never rose in my esti­
mation to be a god of tho world. From lack of It T did not l'earn tc 
worship it and I have never learned to do it.. Many ourious things t 
happened. Somebody had giv n me ?n old ooatj a long black ooat; anc 
as I shaved olean-faood thos.- days, I did look something Ilko a 
roman-oatitolio priest. It happened quite frequently down in that 
lower district of Brooklyn that old woeen would stop and kneel dowr 
ana kiss my hand as I passed by and it was a common thing for men 
to take off their hats to me. I might have 1ooked upon this as a 
gleamiI never did,although I wondered at it.

During all these trials, I constantly learned a little 
English and one day, in tOe spring, It rushed into my mind that 
I woulu advertise rasIf as a teaoher of foreign languages and try 
rar luck. 1 did it and tc my great surprise got a number of invltat 
tions tc call. ItOin a few days I was installed in one house as 
teacher in Lot’n to two young ladies,prejarIng themselves f>r ad­

mission to college,and in another as teacher in German,and in a 
third as teacher in Danish. This last house was the home of a well- 
known and prominent American, whe had b - o?n Ambassador abroad and 
also Governor of his native state. My pi p11 was the. daughter of th o 
house, who wanted to study Danish because she ex -ected to be afflar 
bed to a Danish diplomat. The peculiarity of my engagement was this 
that the rii (if- me tho shrewd mother bargained with me. Instea 
of paying me money she agreed to introduoe me to society people, 
suoh as w.re worth while knowing either for society culture or for 
employment. I gave my 1ossons fer a period,but never got a return o 
any kind,not so muoh as a glass of cold water. One day, when I fi­
nally asked the lady about my prospeots, I net with an indignant



reply and the lady seemed t' be Insulted. Hence, I terminated the 
engagement. I aljO/got an engagement as a teaoher of german in 
a eahool over in„Jersey,and for a time filled ry engagement,but 
in order to give a lesson or two I had to start from Brooklyn at 
5AM and didnot get home until afternoon.Henoe the time and the 
pay did not correspond and $ dropped it.I also hit upon another 
idea. I suggested parlor leotures to some people, We arranged them, 
I suooeeded and am therfore the father of that system which has 
now beoome so common, My plan was very simple. I made an arrange- 

nbvtF with the lady of the house to entertain her company by a lecture 
either on an aesthetic or an Oriental subjeot. Orientalism,in 
those days was an absolutely unknown fact.gverything I brought in 
was new, unknown and startling, consequently entertaining. 1 got
my ten dollars for the hour and sometimes would rush off to anothe:
place and talk for another hourfrom . 9to 10,or from 9.50 to 10.50 
Sometimes I would give an entertainment in the afternoon» conse­
quently I made at times $20 a day and my affairs began to look 
brighter. I made a large circle of acquaintances,I began to speak 
English tolerably well and now and then I picked up an occasional 
lesson-hour. But•when summer-time came, everything ended again.
There were neither.lessons nor lectures to give and the problem of 
an inoome arose once more. At somebody's suggestion, I oalled on 
a prominent man in the Swedenborglan Church. Geo.W. Colton^he
well-known map-maker.I asked him to give me an opportunity to make 
at least $ 5 per week. He reoeived me most courteously and of­
fered to help me,asking,"What can you do?" and "How do you want 
to make it?" I told him I preferred to mak ■ it by teaohing or lec­
turing, "All right’, said he, "What can you teach?" As I had a 
tremendous respect not only for him but for American education in
general and believing I was addressing a man of my own status, I 
said "I can lecture on the philosophy of history.and on the histov 
of philosophy." Mr Colton was startled and alrnc^ falling down 
from the high stool on which he sat,working a map,saidtl "nfhat 
are you talking about? I dont know ..hat you are talking about?" 
And he looked upon me as if I w-^re a crazy or a half-crazy man. 



In the sane way I have*looked upon'many people whо have oome and 
propounded strange propositions to me. But he was very kind and 
oharitable and replledt’’Come up to my house tonight. You will fine ' 
a couple of ladies there who will be able to talk to you." Hth I 
that I was dismissed. I went immediately to Prospeot Park an i s >eo 
the afternoon there,soraping up from my memory all sorts of thin . is ■ 
to eluoidate the two subjeots I had proposed in the morning. I wal 
-ed atteut talking aloud,addressing the trees in order to test my 
oommand of language and to arrange my subjeot.

When I arrived, in the evening, at Mr Colton’s home,I found t | 

there his wife and a woman dootor,her friend. I was introduoed an 
without further ado I started in talking and I think I talked them , 
deaf, dumb and blind. The three sat there in amazement,1istening t 
subjeots they had never even heard of before and to methods of pre­
sentation that were equally strange. I pleased them and got an en­
gagement to leoture there three times a week,at the prioe agreed 
upon, $ 5. I delivered 110 leotures in that house at that prioe. 
When I emerged from this mining into my future oareer and oame out 
into the daylight,I oould speak English so w ■ 11 that I started a 
publio leoture whioh was given in the Hall of the old Argus build­
in!. I had numerous oelebrities there among whom were the famous 
ralneeologist Rossiter Raymond and the Sohool-Superintendent

a* ;Maxwell,at that time aa editor*of the Brooklyn Times. These men 
лboth reported my leoture very extensively and Rossiter Raymond 

clubbed me most unmeroifully for my delivery. He said it was list­
less and unwoMhy the subjeot and my knowledge of it. My subjeot 
«as a oomparaison of the " Prometheus, Faust and Don Juan legends, 
using these threo as types of individual sins and of national char­
acteristics. I oleared about $ 2 O^esides the expenses of the 
hall,wMeh was a great deal of money in those days. My fame grew 
and paflcf-leotufes nncfeasoC. But Summer returned and there was 
onoe more laok of work and of teachingiand it ^ourred to me to 
go to the Astor Library to look for work



1 dea was this. (In all probability an American Library 
would do ад a .uropean Library would be doing in summer* re^arraj
ing its books and adjusting its catalogue and similar Library worl 
But when Г came to the plaoe anc^saw the Superintendent Г found tl 
suoh ms not the case. The Astornwas closed during vacation and 
vas new in the hands of a lot of scrub-women. Nothing else was 
be done. The Superintendent, however, engaged in a lengthy con­
versation with me,asked my name and address and told me that ther ■ 
was a vaoancy on the force*it hadz,been given to some one,but he 
wished Г would apply for it anyway. Г promised to do so,but when 
Г came out into the street Г saw the absurdity of applying for a' 
plaoe which had already been given away and r did not do it. .
In two days, however, Г got a letter ■ from him,stating that he. .was 
waiting for my applicati n. Г wrote one that same evening and 
went over tfd*e the next day to deliver it personally. Г was told 
that Г had good prospects of getting it,beoause Prof. Drissler, - 
who was the chairman of the oornaittee had been favorably impresse 
by the Superintendent’s description of me. Two days later Г reoei 
ved notification to report for duty and that r had been appointed 
That notification came at a moment and on a day when a child had 
been born to us in the morning,and the house was literally empty 
of everything. My wife and Г have always associated my library a; 
pointment with our great need and have always called it a gift 
from God. My steady connection with the Library for so many years 
has proved that there was something extraordinary behind it. 
Г have had plenty of trouble, of Jealousy and direot attacks by 
enemies,but I have survived therm, all and have advanoed steadily.

In na Library-work I have had ample opportunity as a teach? 
I have always looked upon my position in the light ofaae teacher 
and have done a vast amount of work which is not ordinarily a 
Librarian’s work. I hav ■ sought every opportunity that offered 
itself to help the readers in using ’he books and getting the 
central ideas. I hav done this by conversation with them on the • 
subjects and by directly asking them what work they were en­
gaged upon. .



«hen I began in the Library, we were only four employees. (O>to- 
ber 18th, 1879) e opened the Library at 10 A.M. and closed it 
at 4?.M. on weekdays, on Saturdays at 3, If we had 30 readers in 
a day, we had been working hard. There were not more than a oouple 
of Akewaaee hundred thousand books in the Library,whioh books I 
knew by heart in binding, title and looation. The Library was di­
vided Into two seotions at that time.My seotion, beside the soeoia) 
work of helping the Superintendent,was the one which oontained the 
books on soienoe, all the arts and theology. The other seotion 
included history and language. Th daily work had no other interes 
than that whioh one oould put into self,varied by the
visits of great men and women. I have^served all the prominent 
people of the oountry, at one time or another,and as they had 
aloove priveleges, the servioe was often very intimate and person! 
I oould, Of oourse, if professional disoretion did not forbid it, 
tell many interesting anecdotes. At that time the readers who gam 
to the Library were real students and devoted themselves to their 
^speoial subjeots. There was extremely little fake reading and no 
oompiling. The haoks and oommon soribblers of today,«ho make a 
living by merely oribbing, beoame an institution sometime after 
the opening o| the last wing of the Library in 1882, they owe 
their existenoe largely to the increase in ouarent periodioals ai 
to the acquisition of many books through money giaen by the 
seoond Astor.

As an eduoator I oan also rejoioe in having brought.up 
great many young ran^at one time Library- boys or assistants.no* 
to be found in the various ranks of th.- professions, suoh as ar- 
ohiteoture,medio lne,banks, army,and the oivil servioe. /f ы Л 

The Library was also of personal use to me as it gave me an ** 
extensive literature, whioh I of oourse oould not havt ao .[Uired 
my own meens,end my position gave me a o•rtain orestige, Useful 
in leoturing. But I olaim that I have never used my positiin ft 
reolame. I have never pushed my own interests by means of rny 
offioial position. night or wrong,I am satisfied that I have 



traded on my position.
As an eduoator,I have also taken an active part in the ex­

aminations of people who applied for positions and I have afterwat 
educated them for their work. My procedure would usually be to tis 
them first in obedience to orders. I would give them orders to stui 
a certain press of books,telling them that those books would an­
swer oertain questions whioh I would ask them a few days later. I 
would ask them to look over these books to get the drift and puroo: 
of their subject so that they would know vh e re to look for informa­
tion about a question rather than to look for the subjeot itself. 
I always insisted upon the study of such books as I pointed out anc 
forbade the oandidate to refer the reader to an enoyolopedia, for 
the reason ythat it might be supposed that an intelligent reader 
would have looked into an enoyolopedia before coming to the Librar, 
If the oandidate ignored my instructions, 1 dismissed him.
For an illustration, I refer to the following. A young man introduc 

through this method, Xhen there oenne the first question if he had 
studied the books that I had given him, he saidt"Oh,yes! The whole 
row! I know them all, from A to Z." But the simplest questions to 
be answered by the books were not answered by referring to them but 
by referring to the encyclopedia,th - - very reference I had forbidden 
him to make. I knew them the quality of the man. But I put him to 
another test. I ordered him to study a oertain row of books whioh 
•èntained Stubbs' Constitutional History of Ennland. A few days lat 
I asked him if he could show me quickly the text of the Magna Chart 
and expected him to turn to it at onoe.Instead of that he looked up 
at the ceiling and down on the floor and longingly toward the Ency­
clopedia Brittanioa. As no answer was forthcoming I said to him» 
" I understand that you are a graduate of Oxford. Did you ever hear 
of a man called Stubbf^He said he had never heard of him. "Did you 
ever hear any lectures on the Constitutional History of "ngland?" 
Yes, he had heard those. "And you moan to tell me that you have 
never heard of Stubb’s Constitutional History of England? ” No, he 
hadnttot. " l - elVLL_pild, Any American boy who came in here and lid 
not kno. jhy.thig about the Declaration of Independence aod a little^
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of its preceding history would be dismissed In disgrace. I do not 
believe that you are an Oxford graduate. At any ratefreport yours- 
at the offioe and say that I have discharged youasas utterly un­
fit for ay work." It seems incredible that a man should have been 
in Oxford and yet not know enough of the Constitutional History of 
England to be able to find the Magna Charta. But this man was not 
an exception among Europeans who apply for positions. A man applie 
to me for a position and he said he was a graduate of the Jniversi 
of Warsaw. I asked him to mention a couple of names of the promi­
nent scientists of Europe. He could not do it.I asked him to men­
tion one in chemistry and one in physics; it appeared that he had 
never heard of Justus Ltlfj for instance, "hen I asked him the 

name of the most prominent Amerioan,he answered promptly, "Benjami 
Franklin." I asked him to mention other prominent Americans -̂; but 
he oould not. I asked him ho* he had come to hear of Franklin. He 
said h< had heard about him in connection with the French devolu­
tion, Franklin being a representative in France of this country. It 
developed that my candidate was an anarchist. He got no position.

The experiment of having-a woman at my delivery desk was 
tried at my request and she proved extremely useful in just the 
points sSe expeotedjespecially in s -rving women. For instanoe, 

suppose a woman oame up with a d - lioate question, which she didn't 
state frankly and which I could not ask her futther about. My r-to 
was to ask her to take a seat,until I cc-Id send my woman assistan 
to her. It is a psychological fact that many an untrained woman 
who is to write a paper for her literary Club cannot state her 
subject to the Librarian plainly enough for him to be able to give 
her correct and sufficient material at onoe.Such women are apt to 
call a man impertinent if he keeps digging at the subject. A wo­
man assistant can handle her much better. The experiment ended on 
account of jealousy among the other women who worked in the Cata­
logue roome-They all wished to serve at the D-livery Desk. 
V ÜCUt ttJUdi J*

......
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My literary work has Its root and only motive In that call which 

J iee related before, tiough It camo religiously and had primarily 
a religious oharacter,ciroumstanoes have forced it into many other 
foras,one of these the literary. But my literary work is different 
from literaty work ordinarily understood. I am not a literary man, 
as that phrase goes. Literature or Belles Lettres belong to the 
psychic worldjthey are truly phantasmagorias ,they are passional.
But my tendency has been toward the world of Thought and what I hav 
said and written and done has the character ofT'i -ught. I hav ■ al w- 
ways been struggling for an expression on the higher field and 
have always been struggling to point others to that field. It is 
therefore correct enough to say that my literary work was mystic 
or transcendental in character. I have never dealt with the me­
chanical or the physical, nor lectured on scientific faots. I have 
always been in the form-world of ideas,and the life that lies in 
ideas. If I should give a general name to my philosophical and 
mystical fundamentals I should say the word Life is the principle 
I have been working in and from. As a result of all that which I hoi 
have just said, it will be seen why Imhave no novels or general 
literary essays or crlt1cisls tc my ornejíbaí have philcscphical 
and religious books to my credit. And it will also be und-istood 
that all rny leotures hav ■ been philosophical and religious in ohar- 
acterj occasionally aesthetic. The first literary undertaking of 
mine in this oountry was directed toward my own countrymen. I 
leotured before a bcdyrocmpcsed principally of Norwegians and 
Swedes and .endeavored to instil principles into them but was met by 
a direot orifioiSm. "Be practical! Show us how we oan get around

the laws without obeying them. Show us how to take advantage of 
people,in short, how to get along, and we will follow you, other­
wise, not!" This happened after a oouple of meetings in Brooklyn 
and that ended the society as far as I was concerned.

At this time I was sexton of the Swedenborgian churoh in
Brooklyn. I attempted to prooagate Swedenborgian ideas,but I must 
say today,that I am not surprised at the small success I had.
because I find now, that I never understood Swedenborg. This posi-



-o « wtà

held only fcr a short time.
Tie first real work whfh enlisted my heart and my soul was

the organizing of a Nature Study at Green <jL3rr,Maine.( 1890-7)
1 lectured on Mysticism and the Mystic Life. 1 set forth my 
knowledge and the result of my studies which began in 1800, in | 

the old oountry and in the college of my father. 1 will tell how
1 conducted those studies. 1 had the use of the college library and

but, could buy bocks for it and myself. While 1 was in the army, my 
time was occupied something like this. On alternate years 1 wet-id 
haste only guard duty to do and a few military surveys,besldes somsd 
essays to write. The rest of the time was my own and it was devoted 
entirely tc study.1 never went inside the cffioers'club or to a 
ball or to a party or to any kind of public or military affair.
1 did not lose caste among my fellow-officers on that account, I 

because 1 squared with them by giving them a big entertainment 
occasionally. On the alternate year, my regiment had recruits 
and drill and my time was occupied as follows; 1 would draw out 
with my regiment at 4 o'clock in the morning,returning heme at 2 ■
or 3 o'clock in the afternoon; 1 would then have a bath and my 
dinner and lay myself down to sleep. Toward evening 1 would awake I 
and the rest of the night to next morning's service would be spent I 
in studies. 1 had a suite of rooms for myself in the upper story | 
of the college and nobody entered those rooms but myself.There
1 used to study and be naked.1 preferred that condition summer andI 
winter because it gave me a more natuaal mode of breathing and put I 
me in direct relationship to my spiritual environment. 1 hit upon 
the plan myself and did it in accordance with the methods of the y| 

yogi and hermits, whom 1 studied at that time. 1 had only a pair 
of slippers on my feet to protect the soles against dust. Occa­
sionally, especially in very cold weather, 1 would take a blanket, I 
fold it lengthwise and throw it over the left shoulder;it would 
swing around me spirally and not only give me sufficient protectiq 
but would encircle me in the circumference parallel to the spiral I 

movement of our solar system,in the direction of the constellation 
Heracles. Strange as it may seem to those who do not know anythirngl 



about occultism, I gained strength from my procedure. The strength I 
must be called psychic and spiritual because I always experienced I 
a distinct uplift when I was seated at my table,reading or writingI 
I had my back turned to the northibecause my influx cosmically 
corned from the north. I have found iby experience, that when I lec I 
ture I always place myself so that I can stand with my back to 
the north. If I come to a lecture hall where I cannot do this, I I 
rarely succeed. At that time I also developed a sense by means of I 
which I could see as well in the dark as with litfht. At times,
I read without candle-lightiand I have gotten up from my seat and I 
gone to my writing-desk and written in what is ordinarily called I 
the dark}I could see by the illumination coming from my own body. I 
I had the power ,at that time, quite well develcped,but have 
since lost it. In return for it I have got a vivid sense of form aj 
and can with great ease cast a thought into a form and realize a J 
condition inte- form. In those years that I thus studied in the 
upper rooms ( 5 years),I felt myself so utterly independent that
I did..hot fear the numej’Q^s gl/sts and wraiths and other astral I 
appearances of which the^oliege was full. I neither feared them I 

nor paid any attention to them. I did not study them nor was I 
interested in them. I did not use them nor send them away. They 
were there and there was no mistake about that. The ether members 
of my family feared them and kept away from the upper rooms. I 
moved among them with the same indifference with which I „.passed 
people in the street.

During the years that I thus studied^ went through all the 
Oriental literature which I could get hold of, in translations intcl 

the various European languages and in Latin. The literature in 
those days was limited but all the main works were accessible. 
(1867-1871). I also went through a thorough study of all the 
philosophical systems known in history and all the theologies 
connected with them. A comparative study of all these various 
systems is most fascinating.

Reverting to Greenacre,the sum total of all these studies 
resulted in Lectures and a few things that I wrote in the
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Greenacre paper. The lectures were substantially reprinted in the 
Boston Transcript and I have most cf the reports now in my posses­
sion.

Immediately upon Greenacre came the formation of the first New 
Thought Society in New York City. I beeawe-a-*eFy-dU4çent-v4eitor 
called The Circle of Divine Ministry. I became a very diligent 
visitor and a frequent lecturer before it. I really cannot say 
that I was a member of the Society nor "anYapostle of The New 
Thought.' I worked and have worked in the movement because it re­
presented to me an idealistic movement and seemed to suggest the 

rise of a native philosophy in America.
In TiuTbeginnlng the New Thought movement was more cf a 

philosophy than a direct practical healing system,which it became 
later on,and which it is at the present day,if it oan be said to 
exist at all. It seems to me that New Thought, as such, has passed 
away and failed as a system and organized movement. It has been 
suoceeded by a number of individual teachers and healers and there 
+s a mercenary spirit which was totally foreign to it in its be­
ginning. It has ,in general, however, worked for good and has been 
a blessing to the Country. There is soaroely a town or a village 
in America where there is not a representative of mind: 4ind 13 
the» special sfe»§kjMeh New Thought propagated. New Thought has 

passed out as a system, as it was bound to do, because it did not 
encourage organization. New Thought meant subjectivity and free 
activity of thi^find. It advooated a descent into one's cwn 
depths and that is why 1 was quite popular at one time because 1 
urged Mysticism as th true depths where New Thought ought to 
go for Us inspiration. I was always against pure Intellectualism 
and pure intellectualism cropped up too often and in toe many 
places with the same deadly effect that it always has had. 
Intellectualism is not the same as wisdom and wisdom was what New^ 
Thought really meant. The intellect is merely a tool bfrl Jhe Spir: 

within is the Master and the true Guide.
Another reason for the gradual decay of New Thought as a
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systeà has been Christian Science, which isystrongly organized 

independence which New Thought called for. Christian Science 
must be considered a lower order of wisdom than New Thought,if 
we Judge from the standpoint of the principle of subjectivity. 
I t is therefore that it responded rather to the smaller minds than] 
to the great minds. The greater minds who are in Christian Science! 
have gone there as leaders and it cannot be denied have succeeded 
because of a certain egoistic element in them.

As regards MentalHealing,I firmly believe in the theory of 
the power of mind over the physical. The theory stands to reason 
and I have personal experience to know it as a truth,but, because 
a spiritual fact is truth it is not necessarily realizable on the 
physical or the sense plane. To make healing possible, it is , of : 
course necessary that the sick party should be receptive and that 1 
is so often not the case..Mind necessarily is a state,a degree, 
a world superior to the sense-world in which sickness occurs and 1 
being superior it is necessarily more powerful and the controlling 
element of the lower
Disease comes from the use of some wrong picture in the mind? from 
false image-making. Everything that rises in the mind with energy, 
must work out for either good or evil. Work, it must? it cannot be 
idle. That is against the nature cf mind. If the picture be a true 
one,that is, one that reflects the universal order,then it uplifts 
the mind?makes it grow in height and depth and advances its pro­
gress toward the Universal Self. If the picture be false, that is, 
if it springs from ~ disorderly image-making,one that reflects 
selfishness,meanness,vulgarity ,wickedness or any unhallowed 
influences, it affects the rotation of the wheel of life? it 
retards it or causes it to rush ahead too quickly; It disturbs the 
harmony of development in obedience to law and draws its strength 
also from the life or vitality. It ultimately brings the organism 
into a habitual bad working way and finally it destroys it

Frcm^Ihe Word)*in death.



Another form of New Thought today Is that whioh is oalled j
Oooultism. It orofesses mind as the superior and the only agency 
that oan lift mankind and thus It orooeeds from the same funda. n- 
tal prinoiple as New Thought and it olaims that it furnishes 
power and plenty to its adherentsJust as New Thought did,when it 
found itself and attained its olimax as a philosophy.

Another element whioh has gone to dissolve New Thought as 
a system is the growth of general intelligenoe started and nourish 
ished by New Thought itself^and .by Theosophyzand a general influx | 
of Mental Philosophy. When I oompare the state of mentality of 
today with that of 1877, when I began to teaoh,the oomparaison 
will be one of naught to immensity. Not only did I find no 
oompanions when I began,but I found nowhere anybody aoquainted .«it! 

the subjeotsthat I was interested in and there was no literature 
to be oompared to the enormous progressive literature of today. 
The only peopl - in the field,when I began, were the liberals,-he 
positivists and the spiritists,besides a few students of the 
Spenoeriam philosophy. 8ut all these people were students more of 1 
the impersonal than of the persenal, they lost themselves in ab- 
straotions and they were radioals. Their offloe was one rather of 
dAstrfi^btrnnoffolc deorepit forms, they were not bu ildcrs/Siey 
have all passed out and I do not know that a single one of them enij 
entered upon any oonstruotive work. None of then were found in the 
New Thought ranks or in any of the progressive sohools of Meal- 
ism, they were not even enthusiasts for merson. I

It is to Emerson,Thoreau, Fait Whitman,and T<jgar Allen Poe, 
espeoially to 'merson that we are to look for the language used 
by prograüvá people, for their method of thinking and the .vol.e 
oharaoter of their Idealism, merson's Influenot has not yet been 
fully estimated,but the faot is, that in allwldt^s^l^stiOAprogressive 
literature in Amerioa, w. - shall find that dn every rage there is 
a thought or an impulse that oan be traoed to "merson. EBerscn is 
truly the father of the Amerioan mind by way of New "ngland maMeg . 
New England thinking was not abstraot transoendentalism, it was
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rather prof-ssing the immanence of the Bivine and looking 
effects rather than oauses.and it Is this characteristio 
moulded .oersonlan eloquence and gave American philosophy 
tional character.lt is this very element that has been better un­
derstood abroad than here>it has influenced profoundly French 
thought. But I do not forget that French enthusiasts have gathered 
around Poe's name. Poe has been translated. Beaudelaire and that 
class of writers have translated him and imitated him.particularly 
his poetry. They imitated him on account of the rhythm. As an il­
lustration I point to Poe's "Ullalume",which one would think 
would be the very last thing that would be taken up and understood 
On the oontrary, numerous essays have been written on that poem , 
and it has been held up as a model of genuine poetryjthat is to 
say, poetry that glories in words, in the music of wordsaadd the 
rhythm of its thought. Pmerson has been more of a leaven among 
the younger frenoh poets such as the Symbolists and the Parnase- 
sians. The only poeiiriiformerson's that I recall at this moment as 
having been translated intelligently and that would be naturally 
caught up by suoh people as the Symbolists on account of its inhe­
rent significance 4в-Вга*.е and far-г-aching vigor is Brahm."

Walt rhiirnan is, in my opinion the strongest man of all poets 
of modern date. He is a poet because of his creative power. If we • 
think of Longfellow we have a poet who- is simply a repetition of 
European ideas^owever charming his form may be. If *e think of 
V.C. Bryant,one can hardly mention any other poem worth while 
except his "Thanatopsis". If we think of ’’hittioвhwe are immersed 
in sentimentalityinot that I deny'the genuine s -eiritual element 
in the man,but he laoks in the essential vigor and masoulinity 
which I find dn ■’hitman. In short, the other poets lack either 
originality of thought or form,but in ’r^hini^n I find a distinct 
Aaerican flavor and a new form of verse. I am not aware that it 
has been defined by anybody in the way I see it; the lengthy ela­
boration of thought in his lines and the many sentenoes of appc- 
sition have been a conundrum to his oritios and he has been

character.lt
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falsely orltlolzed for redundancy. I see In th aw so-oalled reoe- 

e an h thought.'Tfc resemble^ to me oas- 
oades of a watcr»fallithe thoughts In these repeated ex ressl 'ns 
oome logloally,one from another,just as water falls from hleher 
ollffs to lower and then again■to lower and finally flowSyoff ln 
the groat stream. Llnes upon llnes show magnlflc^nt word-palntlng an I 
the tlme wlll oome when some one wlll palnt ln odor the thoughts 
that fell from one mental degree to another In "hUman's mlnd llke I 
oasoados of a watm—fall. It ls not merely the logloal exoressions I 
that I follow ln these many apposltlons. I oan hear the roar of the I 
stream and the tumult of the waters and lt ls as lf I oould see 
Whltman tremble under the lnfluenoe of hls own thoughts. And lt s- -•'•I 
to me that only a man of suoh an lntense nature as hls oould pro- I 
duoe suoh poetry.But. the pr ■ -sent age ls too metaphysloal to feel I 
the heart-beat and the lns^lratlon and the transoendental power 
burled ln hls sensual lnagery. That hy^rorlMoal minds and rltualls! 
Stlo tendenoles oondemn hlm plays no part ln my mlnd, he ls unlque, I 
he stands out ln Amerloan llterature as Byron stands out ln Engllsh I 

gsuo -ln— r.jpl tr. 1 l■erarure|bur as a oharaoter he ls far superlor to 
Byron. There ls no rest ln Byron,but there ls ln the deep,brc^id, 
human nature of Whltman. Byron sounds more llke an evrr-exeitrd 
braln-worker, but Whitman ls the self-oentred demooraMo and self- 
balanoed man. Comparlng Whltman wlth "marson, I should say that 
Emerson wrote for the dreamer whlle Whltman oompares favorably to I 
Old-Testament pnepherio trumpet blasts. Emerson’s ls a keen lntel- 
leotual stlletto,hhllrnan ls a heavy-welght sledge-hammer. The one, 
Emerson, lsAsubJeot for llterary eririeism,rhr erhrn,<hitman,ls a 
banner-bearer ln llfe,a born leader for these who stlll draw from 
the aborlglnal couroes, for those th whom the wlld unspolled human 
nature ls stlll a^oly Land. He ls the lns elrer of all untrammelled I 
naturesihe ls the hand of frlendshlp fer those souls whose afflnl- 
tles lle ln the abyss of tlme and spaoe. As for Poe, besldes hls 

slokltauss^e ls the man whose supen-eobзsteusnrss worked ,as lt - ni 
we-refor lts own sarlsfaotlen and not for the world,graspln;. at 

money and almlng at worldly pleasure, ’oe ls the solltary tre^at t: 



times it may be said that he is like the poison■us valley in Java, 
which nobody oan pass without suff ■ ■ ring death. But at oth ■ ■ r times 
his genius is as white and pure and lofty as any archangels. At times 
ht sings like a cherubim,a man reverberating strains of Divin■ ■ ?ill* 
at other times he is like the i?£phim,a divine fire ready to burn a 
miserable world. A' for Thoreau, he is a poor romanticist,but to be 
excused for lack of oonsistenoy by an inherent defect, physical and 
moral* There ia an unsound element in his retirement,a misanthro ■ :io n 
note which Jars most horribly against cur nerves^speoially when .v 
at other times, feel his great reverence f r^atum. ’n r.ost of his 
observations there is a note of far deeper power than a mere note 
would indicate. He is not playing the violin when he philosophises, 
it is rather the cello, that we oan hear. Thoreau is rather studied 
than imitated, he would sit down with his Day-books and ve would 
read hisfelden and his Jrip on the Merrimao in a oosy hammock In 

a shady place* but from none of them comes the note to us, "Gome, 
aa do likewise." He was a stranger in th Xature he wrote about and

I do not think ever discovered the family likeness there is between 
TU: ituro and the human soul. If he■ had met the true woman,'he would,
in my opinion, hav^ ■ risen in stature and have beoone more of the all­
round man, both as a man and as a philosopher than he now is. The 
"tternally Feminine" I do not think ever dawned upon him and that is 
why his Tta lure-philosophy has none of the mystic element in it.

Of these men, Emerson is the pre-eminent leader in New Thought^' 
but I have heard the others quoted and pointed to ,as they ought to 
be.*they are elements of the New England spirit and there Is no 
doubt that the student ••.ho,sodetime, shall come to a dispassionate 
Judgment, will see it.

As for mys' If, I lament the oollapse of New Thought as a 
system and a leader and I do not see any hope for the future. The 
direction'Thought has taken towards occultism and other movements 

seems to me unhealthy. All the so-called progressive movements, at 
ptesent, lack the essential human note, a certain masculine deter­
mination and the absolutely indispensable devotion to the "Eternally 
Feminine." For that reason I think Oreenaom and similar movements



ha»e failed tc exist for any length of time and until these al 
merits arise there will be no national ohllnsonhigal or ethloal 
movement In America.

My relationship to Theosonhy and Orientalism Is something like
the following. I am not a theosophlst and never ras an n ver shal 
be. If by thai"£rd 1S d a follower of Blavatsky or any of

* 0 rlglnated. I that she -as
a olever, lntelleotual woman and 1 will give her full oredlt for 
her smart attempt to restore Oriental dootrtnes of various kinds, 
particularly her endeavor to re-oonstruct the oosmlo seven-fold 
flan of existence.I admit that I do not understand It but I oan 
see enough In it to marvel at the truths it probably oontalns. 
I do not oare whether she wrote the "Isis unveiled" or how much 
help she had In writing her book on "The Seoret Dootrine". I stand 
in no personal relationship to her for or against or to any of her 
followers. To say the least, she was a olever woman, and Judging 
from the faots/I must admit that Theoscphy«has been the оагзе of 
the introduction of a great deal that Is sound teaching, into the 
modern ourrent notions.At the same time, I will also say that 
much harm has come by It,not inherent In the doctrines,but from 
the Immature students relationship to It. I think .that Theosophy 
has contributed two fundamental thoughts to modern thinking whloh 
are of essential value, namely, the dootrtnes of Karma aid 
Beeinoarnatlon. I shall not enter upon any disousston of the doo- 
trines. Among theosophlsts I have found many honest and slnoere 
people, men and omen, who have b?2%J^fn"st students and who have 
b. en helped In their spiritual growth.. Tills I an no folio, r of 
Blavatsky, I am perhaps a thecsonhlst after all. I sympathise 
muoh with the teaohlngs found In the Jnanlshads, In Plotinus and 
in Jacob Bohme,three forms of philosophical thought whioh must 
correctly be oalled theosonhlo.but I an not a folio., r of either 
of the three forms In any sense or manner whatsoever. In my own 
theosophy as in the rest of my mystlo studies, I have b en oom-



pel led to follow my own road. May be to my harm, may be to my 
good* here, as elsewhere i have had to follow the truth of my ex- 
istence.There is a movement of Oriental philosophical character 
called the Vedanta,against which I have put myself in opposition. 
Because 1 know from facts in my possession that its esoteric form 
is Tantra worship,and in the present state of cur development, 
nothing could be more unfortunate and destructive than the intro­
duction cf such forms in America. I have p refs in my possession 
which show Vivakananda to be a Tantric and in the act cf perform­
ing his rites.And other proofs go to show that the Vedanta is 
merely a shield,under the cover of which, nefarious practices are 
introduced. And 1 am confirmed in my belief by late exposures in 
the New York city papers,all relating to Abedananda,the present te 
teacher. Another reason why 1 oppose the Vedanta is this,that its 
teachings as set forth ordinarily are merely naturalism and we he.j 

no use for that. 1t is true that Vivekananda and others have 
published seve.ral bocks on Yoga practices,as advocated by Vedan- 
tists and that they are sound from an Oriental point of view,but
Americans are not fit for such practices. The practices are reoornf 
mended for people of such intense and passionate nature as the 
Hindus and not for còld-blooded Americans whose atomic structutes I 
have undergone many changes in . .the^yhousands of years which sepaJ 
rate them from the Hindus who jfpn^d the practices of the Yogis!

Numerous Americans have died as the result of these practices,or
gone into sanitariums or insane asylums. The Vedanta that is of­
fered in this country is a specific teaching and cannot be calle< 
Vedanta,because Vedanta would . mean the end and conclusion of the 
Vedads. These teachings could certainly not be called the final­
ity of the Vedas. ihey are merely practices and doctrines that 
have grown out of garbled understandings and studies of some 
parts of- the Vedas.they seem no more related to them than Chris­
tian theology is related to the Bible. As the latter is a simple
ecclesiastical construction that attempts to find its proofs in 
the Bible without success,sc the Vedanta teachings introduced 
here,attempt to prove its value by reference to the Vedas.



Of other Oriental influences that have come to this oountry I 
would mention SufUsm. SufUsn cannot really be said to hav - been 
brought to this country by missionaries in the same way as Theoso­
phy or th - - Vedanta.An attempt was made some years ago to introduce 
what was called Esoteric Mohammedanisr^but^Esoteric Mohammedan­
ism is not SufHm proper. And that brand takt was offered pre­
sented the grossest form of the Koran and did net contain any ot 
the beauty or the philosophy which has come into Suf Urn from 
he^Platonic souses. "s-iterio Mohammedanism was only an attempt 
to in Induce Mohammedanism. It failed on acc-unt of the utter inca­
pacity of the missionaries who seemed to be men without any im­
pulse, without any proselyting disposition^ithout anyfire or 
intensity. Then I think of 4ohammed,"ictures immediately arise of 
DeléSt-life,Asabs kneeling in mthpeburning sun saying prayers or 
oamel-camps at night or the Muezzin's 
and over all the thoughts which rise 
fanaticism; but all these things were
Ames2^ans,whc couldn't even pronounce Arabic 
and^neithor linguistic nor ethnological knowledge, 
has arisen

everlasting call to prayer, 
is spread a furore and a 
missing in these fat-bellied 

correotly 
Sufilsn 
by per- 
the 
God as

nor Persian 
While 

inside of Mohammedanism it is only Mohammedan 
to say. For instanoe, there is no dootrine of 
Mohammedanism and the Koran nowhere speaks of

mission, so 
Beloved in 
fc;auty*nor does the Mohammedan indulge in poetry or symbols; all 
sorts of imagery is strictly forbidden in the Koran and the seve­
rity of discipline kills the poetio strain. The personal conoop­
tion of God, lsewh - re so strong in other religions is an im­
possibility in Mohammedanism. Allah is personal enough, to-be 
sure,but cruel,meroiless and without any traits of charity and 
love. Hence the -t^^ufistio terms "The Beloved" and "The 
Beauty of God" fu*— Uposiíllf t— have arisen from the sources o? 
the Koran. The Sufi is a born mental artist,his joy is in fi­
gures of speech and his devotion is a rhythmic attunernent oif 
himself to his oohoeption of the Divine and his conception is 
sometimes гanthelstic,scmetlmc theistio,sometime purely intel­
lectual, sometime intensely emotional. In other words, Sufllsn is 



subjective. Again, Ortodox Mahama -danism never oan dream of union 
with God in a nystlo sense,Allah is too distant for that,but the
Sufi seek3 the Mystio Swoon and the psyohio conception of God and 
numerous Sufis have been executed and have become martyrs because of 
their extatio exclamation bunion with God, or because they said 

that ttehey had become Gods themselves.Sufiism has o£-ren the Zik*^ 
where the Christian has psalnasinging. The Zikatmeans simply a 
dance continued long enough to create auto-suggestion of the Divine, 
ano of the union of the soul with the Divine. The whirl of the dance 
hypnotizes the body and the soul and when the danoer falls in the 
swoon he is in the trance that he sought. Aurtu-auygUSlldn by Hyiiha ar 

i'alm-e joge-ng, J— Church servloes b egin\ with psalm-singing.the 
purpose of which is to rouse and stir and set the devotee in a vi­
brating condition,either creating auto-suggestion or preparing him | 
for the sermon and rites that are coming. I shall not say which of tn 
the two forms ate the better,both of them creating merely a psyohio c. 
condition,which on account of its very nature is passing and un­
substantial and consequently of no value for eternal life. Neither I 

psalm-singing nor the danc- can create Thought or "ill. Thought 
creates the s, iritual world and *111 the oelestial ,and they are 
roused not by physical stimulations but arc gifts from the Divine. 
The word Sufi means one clothed in wool-dress,and not,as has some­
times been saii,*a wise one.'Sufis are dressed in light wool 
clothtsgof various colors; the object of wearing light woolen 
clothing is to keep the personal magnetism and prevent its loss , 
and wool does that. Every dervish is a beggar, but every beggar is 
not a dervish. A dervish is a beggar because he is asking divine 
favors and the dervishes seen in Cairo, Constantinople and elsewhere 
where travellers come are no more Sufis than our professional base­
ball players are sports,and one should not study Sufiisa from them. 
When Sufis sing about wine,they do not sing of the wine in the bot­
tle and the glass; they are emphatic in their statements and say 
that they speak of divine influx and that they drink the spirit 
when poured out to them in bodies of beauty; and when they talk 
about "surly hair" and other personal adcrnments,they speak of oos-
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aio phenomena suoh as the planetary convolutions.
I have published the only mystioal statement of Sufiism, 

as far as i know,in any western language. As for Fitzgerald and his 
ümaZJ^y^ , I hav. dealt with him in a speoial book.ín the left side 
of the pagey I have let him speak for himself and he speaks, as all 
Sufis know, no true Sufiism. On the right side of the page I have 
said vhat Fitzgerald ought to have said and I have arranged thee* 
positive Sufiistio statements so that hhey correspond to the Tespeo* 
tive verses of Fitzgerald. That is an advantage of my book,but then 
is still more in the use that oan be made of it. If the reader will 
go through the right-hand pages from beginning to end,he gets a full 
poetic and oonoise rendering of what Sufiism really is. At the same 
time that he sees how utterly false Fitzgerald has been and ourloue- 
ly enough,^ reader will also see, as I have pointed out in an 
especial essay, that Fitzgerald was never-tlie-less uuffiolently 
impressed by his reading to make his quatrains ,In most oases, 
Sufiistio in tone and spirit. I exoept, of oourse, suoh quatrains 
as are-in violent opposition to Sufi truth and religious belief, 
suoh as, for instanoe. Quatrains 82 or 92. My book is already out 
of print and has passed through editions ranking from SB ,to SB00 
and sold in large issues. In the oest^r edition is an essay on 
Omar as a Hature-Poet.an essay not issued with the oheap edition of 
S5.

In many ways I have passed the road and the faots of 
spiritism,not spiritualism. I say advisedly, spiritism and not sti 
spiritual lsпl,booauso spiritism is the oorreot term for that whioh 
it designates. It deals with spirits and not with the spiritual. 
That it,in these later dayu,choouou to oall itself Psyohto Resea^l! 
and Spiritual ism, thereby enolosing in its philosophy and praotioe 
other and new elements, does not ohange the faot that It Is and 
always was a so-oalled soienoe of spirits. I have, of oourse, never 



joined any spiritistic association or club and have never advoca­
ted its practices or its doctrines. As far as the dootrine goes , 
and th claims it makes, they are false and unwarranted.No spiriti 
tio medium has brought th. world any new light. They have assarted 
over ana over again, both 'hen they hava aoted fraudulently and 
when they hav * ■ aoted sincerely.that there is another erid.and tha 
departed spirits have come and spoken to them.That neither was 
nor is anything new, all the past Oriental religions^and philoso­
phies of later-days’have known that much more emphatically^and 
phenomena are known of far more interesting character and power th: 
anything offered by mod * ■ rn spiritism. I am interested in spirit­
phenomena and have had, ’myself, experiences in that direotion, 
but I neither claim revelation nor would on that aocount teaoh spl: 
-itisra. I presume my spirit-experiences are not radically differen * 
from anybody else's. All peoole of intensity must necessarily dram: 
»ithin their atmosphere spirits that lie near them, ’fhile ] have 
had such experiences I would not for a moment build a dogma or a 
doctrine upon them and force such a dogma or dootrine upon other 
people. I think those experiences are purely personal; they may be 
set forth before others as suggesting studies and comparisons, b4‘ 
I think all ought to ex.roise the greatest care in relating experit 
-oes and deducting theories from their experiences. because man­
kind, iat large ,is too credulous,and credulity should never be 
nourished.

I will relate an experience. T have forgotten the year,but 
that is immaterial. There used to be a little class of earnest stu­
dents gathered at that'time at Mrs "11a Di^tz Clymer's studio, 76 
were artists, lawyers and literary people. Among the attendants, 
when I lectured, was,at that time, ’ the well-known Miss Thayer. She 
was very peculiar; so peculiar, that I always called her crazy,evrn 
to her own faoe. She claimed to be a Priestess of the Order of 
Melohixedeo. She owned a valuable library, especially rich in the 
works of Jacob Bohme. I founded my charge of craziness upon the

unwarranted.No
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following Incident, in on* ■ of her rooms she had arranged a broken- 
down tablo in the middle, with a broken-down ohair at either side, 
and on lx table broken Jars, odd stones,withered flowers and s 
scraps of » eor.a, elteout an;.’ order whatsoever, eweryteinc was oore 
-ed with dust not to say dirt,the covers of the ohairs were ragged 
the curtains wore torn, and the whole place bore evudent mark ■ ■ of 
oonfusion, disorder and insanity, on the one chair, she told me 
repeatedly she used to sit down and on the opposite ohair the Lord 
Jesus used to sit and oonverse with her. i believe in many things 
-hioh are beyond my comprehension,but this was altogether contrary 
to any idea that I entertained about the Logos,as the order and 
constructive principle of life. Hence, my oharge of insanity. 
Now, it happened that Miss Thayer moved away from that house into 
a ramshackle plaoe on Fourth Arei,on thf western side of the strec 
near the Fourth Ave, Railroad station, "ne day MfssMymer asked 
me to take a book to Miss Thayer and to deliver it on my way home 
I consented to do it and when I came to Miss Thayer's house and 
knocked for adr'iission,she began to howl and scream inside and 
asked me , in the most vehement terms and in great excitement to 
leave,for she said I had brought with me swarms of Chinese spirits 
whioh choked her, the stench that they brought with them,she said, 
was unbearable. I ans■sred back. "'h,4iss Thayer! You are crazy, 
as usual. Open the door and stop your nonsense, I have a book for 
you." But I couldn't persuade her to open the door and I finally 
left,hearing her all the while crying and imploring i—* to go awar 

Now, what was the explanation of the case? It took me some time 
before I realized it. '"his, T think Is the explanation. For a 
month or more I had been intently d ■ oiling upon the Tao-te-king 
and.had so Intently entercd into the Chinese scirit in order to 
understand the book,that • ilraaglne I had done my osyohio work 
thoroughly enough to draw around me these Chinese s.liits she 
complained about..!: would be only teo natural. They ouuld learn 
from the thoughts that I visualised,they oould see the images thi 
I formed on the psychic screen and being spirits of a low order, 



they would gather for instruction, where they felt that power, 
hence they oame within ny atmas^herep-hat hey smelled ’ll and 
were peroeived by MissiWvyer as a stench is als" psychologically 
correct for all mental lowness and moral confusion does smell 
badly and reeks like a stench. It has so b 'en testified by others 
Another experience is suggested by thésestory. I met frsquenly in 
those days,(LI8S2-3) a sister of Henry ward Beecher*I do net rcca 
her name* she and her husband lived in Connecticut and did not as­
sociate with the Beeoher fanily,because she took stand against 
Henry Yard Beecher,in his trial and considered him guilty. She
and her husband wore ardent and to them I set forth
this theory and a plan of work. I told them that whenever I lec­
tured, no matter on what subject, I always felt and perceived 
at the farther end of the lecture room, the presence of disem­
bodied spirits or spirits without bodies and that I usually ad­
dressed myself to them with as much energy as I did to the per­
sonal audience before me. I told this ..lady and her husband that 
that was what all lecturers ought to dc and that I derived a 
great deal of satifaoticn from doing sc and usually found that I 
jaímere attentive audience among those invisible forces than 

among those before me* and I was always sure when my words did 
not come back as ashes on my lips that they had been drunk in 
out there in the room and I felt they would be carried far and 
wide. For that reason I have often not cared whether there *ere 
many or few present in body in ray audience.

When I declare myself so strongly against spiritism I do 
not exclude all peculiar phenomena that rass under the name of 
spirit revelations. Not that I believe in Andrvw Jackson Davis* 
revelations but I must admit that that book of his called 
Nature’s Revelation,which was dictated by him,at a time wh .-n it 
was well known that he was a totally ignorant ®an,is a .mystery 
to me, and the psychometric Revelations given by Fishbough are 
also wonders not to be lightly condemned. I mention these two 
instances as illustrations, I could mention others. I mention 



these to proteot rays 1 .If against the charges of narrowness and lac 
of o open- nindedness for th1 fi \ am oult I vetting o oen-mIndedness 
and the largest reoeptivity for l believe that creation is not 
finished and l am sure that we must progress constantly and that 
new revelations are given constantly,but as it is my right and l 
ought to respect my own intel 1 Irene , l proceed cautiously and 
somewhat slowly,and l demand evorywhere corroborative evidences, n 
sense evidences, not physical facts, hot scientific procedure but 
inner psychic parallel. A revelation to be of any use to me or any 
body else must have elements of affinity in it. lf these revela­
tions have not that element they are of no use for edification; jus 
asPaul says about the prophets .‘ho speak in unknown tongues. lf the 
do not interpret their speeoh or if other prophets do not do it, th 
their speeoh is useless and they ought to keep quiet.

Besides the Omar Kyam l hav two volumes of leotures toftname, en­
titled "Mystioism" and "Nature Worship". The leotutes wore given 
in Chicago 1890-7. There should have been four volumes,but the 
people who oomposed my audiences scattered before l oould get back 
to finish the course. The two v■lumes wore published resoeotively 
in yellow and red oovers,repres.nting the ^postclic and the Evangel­
istic character. The prophetic and pastoral were to hav- been r s-■ 

pectively blue and white, but they were neither delivered nor pub­
lished. Both published books are out of print and very difficult 
teget.

l have been a collaborator on th° Jewish Tnoyolope^lia; the most 
prominent article was that on Geors Brandes. The article created 
considerable oontroversy,but as it stands it was considered even 
tec good for him both by my Danish countra-mcn and the Jewish 
oditors,and yet it cannot be said that l in any way over-estimated 
his value. l ooul1 not bo gullly of it, l do not plaoe the mannCs 
some people do. His own dissatisfaction with the artiole arose 
from the fact that l show his psychological development and show 



to whom he owed his fundamental ideas* a prooodure whioh dissatis­
fied him of course as it robbed bin of seme of his self-oreated gl orj - 

To be shown to have developed like an ordinary mortal vas of course 
maddening for a man who wanted to be presented as having sprung full -I 
grown from the brains of Zeus.

I have also been a contributor to the 'noyolopedia Arneri- I 
oana, published 10O4*the two most important artioles were one on 
Sufiism and one on Jew Thought and the faot is that non - of the 
modern encyclopedias have any artlole about New Thought. This is the 
only encyclopedia whioh has

I also contributed to the International noyclopedia, and the 
most important article there is one on Sufiism. In faot, these two 
articles on Sufijsm by me, and another one,also on Sufiism.written 
12 years ago in Jackson’s Concise Cyclopedia of eligious Knowledge 
are, I olaim,the only substantial articles in any modern enoyolope- 
dia on that subject. In Jaokson’s Cyclopedia I also published an 
article on Mystioism whioh the London Review "The Academy" at the 
time called the only article in the English language on Mystioism 
worth reading. In the same Cyclopedia vere also several articles on I 
Individual Mystics and Danish Theologians and Philosophers* notably, 
Martinson and Kirkegaard. Jaokson was also, at that time, the editor 
of The Review of Revlews«eof Peligi - -n. To that magazine I contributed 
s number of original articles on Mystics and their works, i contribu 
buted every month for about three years, one or mor review articles t 
to the Metaphysical Magazin e.,1898) and also a series of 37 arti­
cles on "Being" to the same Magazine. I have scattered articles in 
Ve -Tiers’’Magazine , in the Rpader, in "eltmer,in Mind , in the atonthly 

Illustrator and other Art Journals. In Fie Word , the ^heoso^hic 
magazine I have had an article monthly for about three years, thus 
far under two serial names "The Inner Life" and "The Tao-tJ^-king 
ana "The Inner Life and Jesus the Christ." The editor has, at this 
moment,artioles in hand for another year. These artioles were lec­
tures delivered before his sooiety.

I have als ■ published a number of artioles in Danish papers



ear mark, 
with 
bjen 
have

All these ar- 
Danish-Amerioan 
published in va- 
delivered bef • ero

time to be issued in from 18 to S'1 volumes
I

and magpaines; for instance, irt' Norden '^published at Racine .soen- 
sin; in "Illustreret Ugeblad" published at M innea- jlis, t in
"Norolyset" in Brooklyn and in Dansk Araerikanerin, in Hew York. 
ltd ihesSllustreret Fidende in Copenhagen, 
tioles dealt with various subjeots, mainly 
interests.More or less verbally there hav • • 
rious magazines speeohes,.- addresses,that I 
various sooieties . In "The onan's Tribune "'published at mashlngll 
D.C. I had a series of artioles on "The Eternally Feminine". I had I 
also in the magazine "Unity" fifteen or more artioles on Mystioisn. 
In "'The Theosophist , Madsas,,! also had artioles.
I have managed to oolleot a large part of these essays in a sera,, j 
book,and I hope yet to publish them in book-form, "ver sinoe 1838, 
when I began my studies in Mystioism I hav benn busily engaged in I 
oolleoting material and notes on the subjeot,for a work whioh was 
already planned at that 
and to be oalled*Mystioism and a History of the Inner Life", 
have written a large part of it and most of the volumes exist in 
frame and 
issued in 
I had and 
publisher 
ae that he will not break his oontraot,but will do it 
far as to issue soeoimen pagissand ♦ -•ok subsoriptions .
men pages form a little volume,at an exnense to Mil of a oouple 
of thousand dollars. Of those "lanned volumes I have now two in 
manusoript that oould be issued at a moment’s notbe>onc on 
Sufiism and another one nearly finished on the Tao-te-king* but 
as I have fj. —n weary of waiting I hav begun to us? the oolleoted 
material for leotures and addresses beforeethe sooiety I have or­
ganized; and without any restriotions as to the use of the nate- 
rialsj' iurnibhHby leoture and diotation to the people "resent.

ju Q **'
' I hav. also, for years, oolleoted a vast amount of mat erial for a 

book on MWtture ^ystioism", hy the word "material• whioh I have

sketoh and with assistance, the whole thing oould be isit 
regular volumes in the course of a oouple of years, 
still have a preliminary oontraot with a or Inter and 
for the issue of all thes volumes.and he still assures

IIj rent so 
The s , -■eoi-



mentioned here so often, I mean books in my private library, thioh 
consists of about 3000 volumes, and extensiv notes, extracts 4 
all prepared especially for these ooming volumes. There is one 
point that I regret jit is this, that in the American ”Ihc is 
ftho" I am entered as bavin® published those 13 volumes of 
"Mystic ism",because I *as so sure of beginning, that I all 

iltor to issue the statements апд^аоJhe plat s hatitb- 
set up and are being us"d annually with only plate n-»
and as there is still a • '
1 am credited with the issue of these volumes and yet they hav 
not been published. The entry, therefore, is fals , an I have 
been guilty, unintentionally, of a fraud, "he yearly Issue of 
th6 book continues th nt, article wa
to be re-set and lttwould interf re /.it’ the spac on th page 

book» henoe th publisher is loath to make the ohange.
As for other Biographies beside this, I would stati tna I ал 

extensível the "national Biograohloal Jnoyo loped is"
VolrtlS; in ii-Tho is Who", In lev York State» in "Who is lhe 
New York City, and In the "International Vho is *ho" published 
in London. In Danish, there is a short iuto-b! hy rint 
the Danish papers mentioned above ani reprinted sev ral times as 
oooasion has oalled for it.

Regarding the lectures > I may remark
have lectured probably very nearly 2000 times, in various lan­
guages but all ovtn this o'untry. I make no mention of speeo з 
and addresses «ide .i& th< 01d-0 intry. I start
a pul . f rníjoalh ' . ' far 71t

the subscription books on account of defalcations by my partner» 
henoe th< und rtak in - fa lied. The 1 ■' been
mainly on . hioso;-hioai ,historical, religious and art subjects, 

very little on soienoe.
ai« gl.es some Idea of зу literary activity,by no leans 

ooverlng the «hole field. There Is, as «cold be natural, a 
continuous thread In all the leotures and perhaps I should be 



honest and state that if I have not done gQQdi.OI enlightened 
others, as I know I have,- the leotures have/been most important I 

for me in my own development and have gone far to help me to 
self-realization).

Though I didnot know Concord Soho-l from personal observation,but I 
only from study and the historical records that have b -on made , 
I would.never-the-less say that Greenaore represented a higher 
and more useful feature,because It was not so limited in so -’pe 
nor so exclusive, The life which was suggested at Greenaore was 
a possible life, that at Gonoord was an impossible one,as it 
also was proved.

Greenaore, as it was for a couple of years in its beginning,! 
not as it is now, represented a living idea and was all embracing I 
both in philosophy,r --llgion and life-ideas. Had it continued on 
the high and ideal plan with «Mob it started it would have been I 

a very potent factor in establishing idealism in this country. Bui j 
unfortunately, financial,embarrasmonts and some personai consider- I 
ations in administration brought it to grief in its original form, 
and made it possible for other schools to take it over an: con­
tinue it under the same name, but in no way under the same Ideas. 
Greenaore, today, is merely a Summer-School and a plac of rest, 
and to some extent a place for the gathering of queer ideas. But 
Greenaore, originally, excluded queer ideas from its program,thou I 
it is well known that cranks came there and that a great many 
odd features were introduced by visitors and by the well-known 
fakirs who gather where there is an opportunity t? advertise them 
selves. Such peeple oame to Greonaoretas they go elsewhere now , 
and will go wherever a similar undertaking will be attempted. 
From personal intercourse with Miss Farmer I know that the primal 
idea in her mine was the establishment or re',uzstion,as far as 
vi could imagine it of "The Grail” idea, The Monsalvat Temple” 
and'Titorel’s Castle”, She pointed out to me the place where thf 1 
Temple was to bo ouilt and as I had , in my t-ossession from an- 



dent writings a ground-plan of th ■’’empie, T furnished that ! her 
and w figured out many details of its eonstruotl^^, location and 
ccst of erect! n. Th - Monsalvat idea had a strong hold upon her 
imagination'and it was her desire that all teachers who s . v k r■ from 
the platform in th larg’ • tent,should officially recognize the 
idea. Whatev.r they taught in the private tents, She di-jo t •: ish tc 
controlr bit no one was allowed to s from th« platform of the 
large tent,until sh- had b -en given a olear statemunt of what <as 
to b. said. Thoar address■ s w r generally mad r- in '.lie afterno > 
S', presided, and would usually say something after the leotur .
1 hav seen her o orn° for + h on such occasions an i pro iuoe an extra­
ordinary effeot by her wonderful simplicity of appearanoe and tht 
thorough soundness of what she said. A soundness that could only 
arise from a min* and heart that was thoroughly in union with thr 
Universal, jocasionally , use was mrde of the large tent in the 
mornin^^^, but that -as only by special . iveleg jbeoausr th ■ . large 
tent represented, according to her idea,the future Temple and 3ch< 
of Mo-salvat. For cn ’ week, ! conducted s-rvic s there in the morn«
ingjthey consisted of som• singing and an address, relating to the 
spirit of the day,Ncnday,'" -'o(msday 1 ’day, "Tjuifirry*’j "’dnesda.
" ■ W rtfn .say " * Th ursday,' ’Thorsdayj Friday, "F r* i .’sd,a y an d Sa turd ay,

/'Laug<r day ''or wash-day. that is, a summing u ■ • and pi
coming Sunday, t also connected these dayo according to their name
with themes drawn from Miss Havergall’s .rell-known hymns, fh ■- ob­
ject was to instil the idea of dcdlcaticn,by takingrrespectively, 
the various organs as she mentions them and dedicating them to 
the God's s rvice. I urged the audirno’■ V d’ vote^that day, a 
special meditation to .-tat organ and its use in the itvine servlc 
Thus I gained a ora^oal object, at the sase time, as I , in a
measure,entertained the peeple. Though it was not customary to get 
up early at Greenaore I had a respectable audienc’ in sis®. on tftie 
same days,I also conductcd Evening Service in a similar way by
summing u the thoughts I had suggested in the morning and drawing
cone’usHic-ns and stablng hor I myself had livrd that day. "■ usua 
ended by walking down to the customaty place tc sre the sun set an



to sing the favorite ohant " Omnipresence! 'anifest thyseHf .n 
■e!" This ohant would be sung in one key after another) would start 
in one wing and gradually rhythm its • Way to the other wing of the 
assembly and from there it wceid float baok and forth) while it 
thus floated from one corner to another, musicians and other 
artists who were present, would break in and swell the sound and
thus a thoroughly human and thoroughly elevating influence would 
reverberate like another "Magnificat"! Sometimes the condition 
produced was entrancing and I oan never forget the impression made 
upon mself.

The yepr beforefheyyear of my first visit and the 
yeai o| Crneeaore’s existence,I got praotloally all the people te - 
guthor one morning at four o’olock and led them)ássisted by Cola 
the Pareee, up a» a hill frea »hloe we оeuld see th • sun rls . . 
Cola reoited seme Parses prayers to the sun and 1 reolted prayers 
In the western spirit and gave, a general admonition to the audlenoe 
Then we went to the Inn and to our tents for breakfast,to re-unlta 
afterwards. The Idea was to folio, me for one whole day from plaoe 
to plaoe to s e the sun oross the heavens, scmethlnlj whioh hone 
of them had done. I took them over hills and dales end In tje 
afternoon we gathered ob :fonsalvat,the hill thus designated by Miss 
Parmer and where Tltorel's Temple was to be erected. There I ad­
dressed them on 'he power of the Sun as the Father of all our civi­
lization. 1 showed them hoe our olvllizatlon began in High Asia, 
anu explained how the orlmitlve man naturally would brein his day, 
from \haU(go:r-t of view I gradually built up the history of oivi- 
lizaHon/endlng by our presenoe there on Honsalrat. This discourse 
on the mountain lasted several houvS)people sitting about on the 
sol^and we end . d the day on the same momtain by singing the 
"Omnipresence" and remaining until the sun was 18 degrees below th< 
horizon^^c-h is th proper time to end the day. During this tine1 
we kept on singing^lways th e sam e ohant.

At another time, the same seamer,I got a couple of hundred 
people together f.om the tents and from the Inn, and by means of 
lanterns I conducted them into th ■ woods to an enormous granite boi 
boulder called by Miss Firs er '.JhirlMdlds' 3 tone, her , ■■■ - rranged 



arranged burse Ives In a square* in one oorn-r I olaoed a Brahmin, 
Vtdantlsty in another corner I plowed Oola th Parses, in the thir 
corner I placed Drt Fleisher, the Rabbi Lon Bostonjand on- ■ th <-■ four 
oorner I placed myself as the Mystic. ~aoh, in hi- turn reoited 
holy Versus and endeavored to translate the conditions into psychic 
force anu many hav- been th о testimonies that we suoo ?dsd. That i; 
to say we were entranoodiwe felt the influence of the weird aspect 
of the moon upon the soenery, we *»-r“ inspired with new life* we 
peroeiwed the mystery of nature# we wmr f lled with awe and rev«M 
once for an unknown presenoe#we wer,- altogether thrown taok upon 
the mystic elements in ourselves# the interior life in soa d form 
iv.s roused* The meeting 1 ested a ocu e of hoursand requests were 
made for its rerctition#but such things I nevtr"1»*- You cannot at 

will create psyohio conditionsjsuch as wene dominant that night.
At another tiae,in the afternoon,! brought out a body of people intc 
the deep woods and placed them so that they could see no light among 
tht trees r.or dir ■ ■ otly above the tr ee-t ei>s I «ads them fcftlntc the 

depths of the w as,that mysterious depth which has so often been 
oalled the "heaet of the woods". It is dark, but not obsoure#.lt is 
solemn and eloquent. I had promised them that If, when I gave them 
the signal, they would hold heir breath or breath as low as .es- 
siole and stare into that depth arong the trees,which, by the way, 
was all pines with a far-off drawingr'''*er,they would perceive the 
Spirit cf the Woods. But th e experiment failed most inglorieusly* 
Tfen it vas ovei*, one declared sh» had s»en a blue light # another 

had seen a light of another color,another had seen a ghostly form, 
£,i,. In other words, they had seen phenomena created by themselves, 
and it appeared that not one had the remotest idea of the woods' 
own vleoental,or that intangible and invisible poeer whioh resides 
in such places as the one I had selected. In such places one can, 
and one does feel suob presences, as, for instance, Vordsworth has 
testified that he met in his Scotch mountains. I know it from my 
own experience and I had selected that very ©lace because of the 
mysterious influences I had felt ’hen I was in it. The experience 
certainly proved the total lack of Inner Life and feeHn^for Nature 
amcmg tht peopIe whom I teok with me. ”hat has slnoe become of



tf

them I do net know. I do not wish this to be understood in any 
sense suggesting th? idea of ay being an Id:later cr under a a - 
luslon. The experience I had expected then to have,I am familiar 
with from many places in txe world, “'hat ever it may be or not b , 
from the Judgment of sense and in the opinion of the physical m»n, 
I hold to the id ‘ can, at ‘.I- s, enter literally and direcrl
-ly into the psyohic world In s< living a «ay,that the sublimity »f 
God’s oreatlve power reveals itself. And I alee hold that these 
experiences are useful. I had er experience of this kind, at tl
the time I stayed at 3aden-3aden when I connected with the 
diplomatic service. A cert moon I йКн ■'lone up the Hi4
hill to what is oalled Bas Alt , i well-known to every
visitorj After walking for some time, it suddenly ooourredtto mo 
to step off the road to the left and I did so. I do not know Jtist 
exactly why I did it, except It be curiosity to see the rooks >r ' ■ 
satisfy an adventurous spirit. After al . ing a whil and musing 
upon the landscape, 1 sudd an immense rook, whloh
rcse b<tore IS, lik an altar. The fac of the rook was as smooth 
as if hl" had been polished by thousands of laborers> it was almost 
perfectly square,upon each oorner of it stood an immense pine,.like 
a candle on an altar, and above the rook r st
I was so entranced by the vision tha I knelt down in reversnoc, 
quite overcome with the sublimity of the oooasion and ny own insig­
nificance. He- long I knelt, I do not know, nor what .
within me; but I heve ever since felt that I had^presmt in one of 
Nature’s temples and ;h eloquent voioe. ^n an­
other day, I tried to retrace my steps and to find the same place, 
out could find neither thf Jlaoi rhere I had stepped off, pjor the

altar Itself.



As regards the question as to «hat I «ant to do next, In the «*» 

of leoturing, I iou!d say that , tn the immediate future, I ■ -l 
Syeak with muoh emphasis on the subject of "The Eternal ly-Penw»*-** 
or, as the subjeot may also be oalled, "The Divine reelege", 9 
Bean to say that I will present with muoh emphasis the f"»aininfi 
nature of God. I will revte the ancient doctrine of "The Great 
Mother", and thereby tu^g the minds in the direo^aon of love an<- 
affection and away froiAoold and barren Intellect,now too preval*M 
among teachers- We are becoming altogether too intellectual, too .< 
abstract and are losing the Art. of life-Wr л

The anoient people of all races and nations were strongly' 
devoted to the mother-idea in God, perhaps too much so, and the 
result was that Christianity and Judaism emphasized the ma^ «lilt­
idea of God,and they both overdid that- with the exoeptiin of the 
Roman Catholic Church, which, in its doctrine of Mary has pre­
served some part of the ancient wisdom^here is no understanding 
of the feminine side of the Divine anywhere in the religious world 
today- To that defect, I ascribe much of the vulgarity and lack of 
true regard for th tfuman, which,also, id a prevailing disposition 
When I take up this doctrine to preach it, I shall be thoroughly 
at home with my own ideas and inclinations, and the teachings in 
this line which I shall give will be springing entirely from my o- 
soul- Whatever form I have had in the past,-*hether man or woman, 
do not know, nor is it of material interest at present; but this 
feel anc have known for many years, that in several past incarnati 
I must, in some way, have been a prieft of the feminine princi­
ple- I think the re-introduction of this idea of the Divine Fem­
inine will help the present world to make a great stride in the
direotion c£- giving woman her true position- It seems to me that 
an amelioration in her condition must come as a necessary conse­
quence, When men,who never have heard of this great truth now he« 
it, it seems to me that they must be led by symbol-logic to desii 
to tstaolish that principle in life and what other nti*4ishirrt- 

can this b<, b* by giving woman her rights, her priveleoes and 
ftt*





7< 
sensuous for The Beautiful; It has identified It with sense and 
sensuous expressions and therefore the ohuroh whioh has been fight­
ing the sensual man has natur lly excluded all aesthetics, or at 
least, ignored it, though the irony of circumstances has, at times 
proved too strong for it. Look, for instance, at The Renalssanoe 
period,when the churoh found its-lf compelled to sanctify art. It 
was rather peculiar that a man like Michel Angelo was the one to 
build the central temple of the church; and again , that the centra 
f igure in the Asoension of Christ , which addms the Sis tine Chapel 
is a genuine heathen figure, an Apollo, not the Christ. it is also 
the very pith of irony that a man like Raphael'should be the one 
to paint its Madonnas,and give the main type for the Madonnas kno/r 
in the ohuroh. if we look upon this one illustration and realize 
the greatness of Michel Angelo and Raphael and what they and their 
disciples have done for the ohuroh,it must, be realized that there 
is a fundamental relationship between The Good and The Beautiful. 
1 am going to call attention to it and preach it, no matter what 
it shall cost.

1 have called the above memoranda The Frame of my Life, because 
they are nc more and not even fully that. They are not an auto-bio 
graphy > Jobody who is under spiritual guidance is allowt 

an auto-biography,even if he could do it. The Lord who lives in th' 
innermost forbids it and our glides prevent us. Our inner Lives 
are private affairs between the Lord, ou* guides and oussclves. 
The discerning mind and heart among my readers must here and there, 
feel where mji inner Life appears on the surface. i have an inner 
Life and an Juter life as well. i know my Guides p my Mystio Name, 

and my "Office.” i know what i hav been doing and why, and what 
i have been aiming at as well as my faults and limitations. *hile 
i hav, not even tried to reveal any secret, i am not indiscrete if 
i say that one peculiar feature of my life is the determined "No" 
which has met me everytime i have tried my will in oertain direc­
tions. i have never b-en allowed to do certain things, either in 
the inner Life or in the outer life. On the other hand my Guides h »



have offered me many gifts as compensations for this interf.rence 
■ Ith r,y freedom. I mention this "Mo" because it answers some 
questions whioh may arise in my readers*mind.



The roo^ of my solitary life lies at my school-period. Oiroumstam 
oes drilled me into a self-centred life, which has remained a 
characteristic throughout my later life. I hair' -had acquaintanc ee 
but never what is called a friendship, never an intimacy. My inne: 
life has been starved and at times, nowadays, I feel the hunger 
and thirst for human society. The only good which I consider has 
coat- out of that restraint is the development of a crltioal faoulit
* could never go wil - - or choose a false condition. If I should be 
led into it, it would be of very short duration. The kelson of 
my life is self-balance. I have,even, as a result of this self- 
oertredness, at times, been accused of insincerity and fickleness, 
when people demanded that I should let myself be absorbed or shcul 
take my cues of life from them. The truth of the case was ,that mj 
life swung back to its ovt% balance , after an apparent extremity.


