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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION

Since the publication of " The Widow's Mite," in 1004,

some progress has been made in psychic research, especially

through The English Society for Psychical Research, and The

American Society for Psychic Research, the latter of which

was organized in New York under the leadership of James
H. Hyslop, formerly professor of logic in Columbia University.

Since the issue of the first edition of "The Widow's Mite,"

Richard Hodgson died. Up to the time of his death, Dr.

Hodgson was firmly convinced of the spiritistic interpretation

of a portion of the phenomena. William James, for years

recognized as the foremost psychologist in America, has also

passed the
" Great Divide." While Professor James was not

convinced beyond a doubt of the spiritistic hypothesis, yet he

declared, shortly before his death, that if he had to make a

choice of explanations, he would be compelled to choose the

spiritistic explanation as being the more reasonable. Prof.

Cesare Lombroso, the famous criminologist of Europe, in the

last few years of his life, was also fully convinced that these

phenomena in part were of spirit origin. Sir Oliver Lodge has

recently borne similar testimony, at sundry times, as to his

own convictions.

An interesting volume was published, in 1010, by Dr. Joseph
Grasset, under the title " The Marvels Beyond Science." The

present status of psychic investigation is fairly described in this
volume, as follows: " The phenomena which at present have

been redeemed from the domain of occultism, and which con

stitute the occultism of yesterday, may be grouped under three

heads: first, animal magnetism, now known as hypnotism;

secondly, the involuntary and unconscious movements which
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iv PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION

are revealed in turning tables, etc.; thirdly, the sensation of

subconscious memory, . . . resulting in false divination, hallu

cination, and crystallomancy, reminiscences, and false judg

ments; fourth, the association of ideas and imaginations which

are cognizable in the trances of the mediums."

Dr. Grasset continues wisely as follows: "There is still an

other form of occultism to be discussed; there are occult phe

nomena which still remain far beyond the range of positive

science and whose scientific demonstration has not yet been

accomplished. But it is none the less evident that this demon

stration is not rationally impossible, and it is reasonable that

scientific men should investigate these grave questions. It
is their duty to study them, and we may look forward to the

moment when certain of these facts will cease to be occult and

will be recognized as scientific." Dr. Grasset is right in his

insistence that these experiments be conducted with rigorous

methods.

I have thought it well to add a chapter by Mr. Hereward

Carrington, in which he explains, at some length, his experi
ments last year in America with Mme. Eusapia Palladino, to

gether with his present belief regarding her.

New York, February, 191 1.
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PREFACF

A year ago a representative of a New York daily came to

me with a proof slip of a story which he said his paper intended

to print the next day, saying that the editor desired the proof

corrected wherein it was in error. The story was entitled " The

Finding of the Widow's Mite through the Spirit of Henry
Ward Beecher," or something after that sort. The represen

tative was told that the report contained many errors, and that

its publication was premature, as there had been no opportunity

to make any exhaustive examination of the facts involved. It
was earnestly requested that the publication be postponed until

after the completion of a full investigation.

The protest was in vain, and the story, as the newspaper

had it
,

went to the public and around the world. To end the

untimely discussion that followed, a note was sent to the press

promising, if further exploitation of the incident was postponed,

that when the investigation was ended a true version of the

story would be given to the public.

This book is the fulfilment of that promise. In a sense it

has not been hastily prepared, for it is a growth of a quarter

of a century or so. Every book should be in a way a biography

of the author, who progresses to a thought or point, and then

gives a record of his travels hither. During the past twenty-

five years I have devoted such time as could be spared from

multifarious duties to the investigation of psychic phenomena
—this has been a recreation— keeping a record of the more

important things seen and heard. Finding myself tied up to

give to the public this " widow's mite " incident, it seemed that
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vi PREFACE

it might serve a good purpose to describe as nearly as may be

what had become to my mind the real psychic problem —a

problem that is looming to such proportions as certainly to

justify much attention from many of the best trained of our

scientists ; it has been my purpose in this book to do my best

to persuade a larger number of trained scientists to serious,

persistent, and intelligent efforts to help in the solution of this

problem.

As Sir William Crookes says of himself in giving the results

of his own experience in psychic investigations (see page 328),

I feel somewhat after my many years of experience like a trav

eler who has been long exploring a strange country and has

some most puzzling stories to tell. The aim has been in the

preparation of these pages to record those observations in

as simple and straightforward a manner as possible; but I
realize that not one reader in a score will find it easy to believe

what is here told, and yet nearly all —I venture to say all who

know me—would believe me fully in other affairs. I confess

that some of these experiences are so startling that if they had

not come within my own vision and hearing, being myself fully

acquainted with the details of the test conditions imposed, I
should be strongly tempted to doubt them ; nor even as it is

would I be sure of the testimony of my own senses were their

testimony not corroborated by that of expert psychologists and

other trained scientists.

Yet here a word of caution : when the facts are admitted to

be true as here told, the reader must not leap to the conclusion

that the hypothesis of spiritualism is proved. There are many

chasms, each miles and miles wide, yet to be bridged or filled.

Permit me another cautionary word : there is danger—real dan

ger—along these lines of investigation. I have seen psychic

cobwebs—if cobwebs they be—tangle the feet of even intel

lectual giants; and the shrewdest experts—to change the

simile—need to sail these mystic seas with sharp eyes and level
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PREFACE vii

heads, for these seas are almost wholly uncharted, and in sail

ing over them at times the ship's compasses exhibit inexplicable

variations.

It has seemed to me best to give very freely in Part I. of

this volume the " talks " of so-called " spirit controls " and other
" spirits." These talks, as a whole, are to me the mo6t inter

esting and puzzling of the entire phenomena, coming as they

often do from cabinets in which are uneducated mediums, some

times mediums who are but little children. These speeches

are given very freely, that the reader may be able to judge of

the intellectual caliber of these intelligences. Quite likely they

will make dull reading to some readers, but they are sure to

prove interesting to all who care to master this psychic puzzle.

Some of the wiser sort of talks have been mingled with those

that are trivial, to enable the reader to judge better both classes.

There should be, however, a clear understanding of the

methods used in reporting these utterances. In some cases there

were jotted down in the darkened room sufficient words to enable

me to recall the leading thoughts —at the best it was reporting

under unusual difficulties. In other cases the memory had to

be trusted wholly, but usually the talks of both sorts were

written out immediately afterward. I have a memory that has

a reputation with editorial associates of being unusually reten

tive of thoughts, but it is a wretched verbal memory. The reader

may rest assured that the thoughts in these reports are the
" spirits'," but the verbal garb is quite likely at times my own.

Besides, these talks are almost always condensations ; to con

dense is to interpret. In these interpretations the aim has been

to give with strict accuracy the thinking that runs through

these strange speeches, and extreme care has been exercised to

so use words as to make this thinking clear. I again repeat,

that there may be no mistake, the thoughts are the so-called
" spirits' "

; the words and style of expression necessarily more

or less my own.
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via PREFACE

Besides, I thought it but fair to submit all of these talks,

after having written them out, to two of the so-called " spirit

bands
" for corrections. Whatever the source of these strange

intelligences, whether they are the flaming out, above the

threshold of consciousness, of some unknown power residing

within us all to a greater or lesser degree —the subjective mind,

the subliminal self, or what not—or whether they are, as they

claim to be, foreign, of one thing we can be sure— they are

intelligences, and as such deserve the courteous treatment that

we of the press are in the habit of extending to the interviewed.

Even ghosts should be granted this ghost of a chance to correct

misquotation and hasty utterance. These two " bands " are the

most intelligent of those I have encountered. Possibly this fa

vorable judgment has been influenced by the fact that one band

returned the proofs as "wholly correct." The other, whose

leader I am told was last century
" one of the best known of

the world's clergymen," made a number of comments, some of

which will be found in Part I. as footnotes, signed " Pastor."

If these bands are composed truly of spirits —as they claim

and as their friends claim— then these pages have had a

unique proofreading —having been approved on the other

side of the " silent gulf," whatever may be their fate on this

side.

It is quite likely that this book would have been issued in

March had it not been for the strange prophecy (see page 231)

that it would be so issued. I count it somewhat of a satisfac

tion to have proved that if another intelligence can " forecast

my future," it has not power to dominate my free agency. Pos

sibly the prophecy was only a lucky guess.

That I may present this psychic problem in its full propor

tions I have drawn largely upon the investigations of trained

scientists who have labored in this field of study. The results

of the labors and conclusions are given of those whose names

carry weight —all with the hope of so arousing public interest
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PREFACE ix

as to incite psychologists and physicists to help make an end

one way or the other of these mysteries.

The letters from psychologists and other students of psychic

research which are given in the Appendix will be of interest to

my more serious readers. These letters are many —some forty

in all—coming mostly from the universities in various parts of

the world. They indicate a great variety of thought, compara

tively few accepting the spiritualistic hypothesis, yet there are

some strong names among those who give this hypothesis much

more than respectful consideration, as the names of Crookes,

Lodge, James of Harvard, Hyslop, late of Columbia, Wallace,

and others. Such names must give pause to those who are

inclined to treat this hypothesis lightly.

Sir William Crookes opens up a line of startling speculation

in his provisional explanation of telepathy, which by his special

permission is given on page 518. If this speculation turns out

to be true, worlds upon worlds of astounding proportions open

to science. If I understand correctly Mr. Crookes's table of

vibrations, the differences between sound, electricity, light,

jr-rays, and radium are only the differences in the frequency of

vibrations or waves — those of sound in the coarse atmosphere,

and those of the others in ether, possibly something higher ;

that is
, if an ear were sufficiently sensitive it could hear color,

hear the beauty of a picture. Radium is vibration up to the

sixtieth degree or step.

And now Edison tells us, " It is probable that there are

rays of vibration in ether set in motion from some unknown

source, and that these rays make their presence known by their

action in causing radium to emit or reflect light and heat "

;

that is
,

that radium is heated and lighted by some sun vastly

more subtle and potent than is the sun of our solar system.

The jr-rays and radium, it is quite likely, are only at the thresh

old of a far finer and more potent universe of substances.

The human body is coarse, made up of slow, sluggish vibra
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x PREFACE

tions, but were these vibrations as rapid as those of the jr-rays

our bodies would be invisible and pass through many solids,

and were they as rapid as radium they would pass through all

solids, as Christ's resurrected body passed through the walls

of the chamber at Jerusalem. Scientists will soon make the

miracles of Christ elementary. Already they are changing

their attitude toward what has been regarded as supernatural.

Hume must be waxing uncomfortable in his grave. Lord Kel
vin tells us miracles are common :

" Every action of human free

will is a miracle to physical, chemical, and mathematical sci

ence." If this be true of the free will of us mortals, what is it

when we come to pass upon the free-will action of the infinite

One?

Now I venture a request of every reader who finds profit

in these pages, that he become a member of The Society for

Psychical Research, paying the annual fee of $ 5, receiving in

return the reports of the society. If five thousand persons

will thus join, an additional income of #25,000 will be supplied,

and this will enable the society to carry on even more effec

tively its immensely important work —a work which, if Glad

stone's judgment was correct, " is the most important which is

being done in the world —by far the most important." The

application for membership, with fee, should be sent to either

Richard Hodgson, treasurer, 5 Boylston Place, Boston, Mass.,

or The Society for Psychical Research, 19 Buckingham Street,

Adelphi, W. C, London, England.

On page 488 I ask those of my readers who have the nerve

to do it
,

and care to do it
,

to join with me in making a series

of psychic experiments which may, if followed out patiently

and wisely, lead to definite results.

A good motto just now for all psychic investigators, bor

rowing from our friends of the legal profession, is this :

"THE TRUTH, THE WHOLE TRUTH, AND
NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH."
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INTRODUCTORY

A Plea for Psychic Research
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" * The great field for new discoveries,' said a scientific
friend to me the other day, <is always the unclassified resid
uum.' Round about the accredited and orderly facts of every
science there ever floats a sort of dust-cloud of exceptional ob

servations, of occurrences minute and irregular and seldom met

with, which it always proves more easy to ignore than to at
tend to. . . . Only the born geniuses let themselves be worried
and fascinated by these outstanding exceptions, and get no

peace till they are brought within the fold. Your Galileos,
Galvanis, Fresnels, Purkinjes, and Darwins are always get

ting confounded and troubled with insignificant things. Any
one will renovate his science who will steadily look after the

irregular phenomena. And when the science is renewed, its
new formulas often have more of the voice of the exceptions in
them than of what were supposed to be the rules. No part of
the unclassified residuum has been treated usually with a more

contemptuous scientific disregard than the mass of phenomena

generally called mystical."— WILLIAM JAMES, Professor of

Psychology Harvard University, "Will to Believe," pp. 299-
300.
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INTRODUCTORY

A PLEA FOR PSYCHIC RESEARCH

"
Science is bound by the everlasting law of honor to face fearlessly

every problem which can be fairly presented to it."—Sir William
Thomson. '

In the making of this book I have set before me a very

simple task—to some of my friends it seems a foolish one.

I do not say,
" Columbus was willing to be laughed at as a

fool, and discovered America," for I am not attempting to

discover anything ; but am attempting to state clearly a prob

lem and to urge others, better qualified, to the discovery
of its solution.

It is my purpose to tell what others and I under careful

test conditions have seen and heard ; many of the others are

well-equipped, trained observers. I have not thought to

pass upon these facts or to attempt an explanation, but I
wish to urge as forcefully as I can upon the scientific mind

of the world what to me is a profound riddle. After an in

vestigation that has spread over many years, I
place right here a great interrogation point. wJIn0

°

Now I wish to press for an answer, or at least

help so to arouse the public mind as to compel a patient,

systematic investigation by trained scientists far beyond any

heretofore undertaken. Are not the verified facts sufficient

to justify competent scientists to try generalization? Not

1 Address before the British Association for the Advancement of Science, in 1871.
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4 A "SUSPECT"

being such a one I do not make the attempt. I simply tell
what I do know, and sit at the feet of the learned ones of

earth and again and again ask the question,
" What is it? "

There are thousands of well- verified psychic facts—many
verified by such competent scientific physicists as Alfred
Russel Wallace, Sir William Crookes, and Sir Oliver Lodge,

and the eminent psychologist and physiologist Prof. Charles

Richet of Paris— recorded in books so easily accessible it
is necessary for me to give here only typical ones of the

different classes together with a number that I myself have

witnessed.

To the large majority of scientists and of the general

public Spiritualism is a
"

suspect
"

; on the other hand, too

many justify the maxim, It is not hard to fool a man who is

willing to be fooled. There is need for this double-barreled

caution : Do not be afraid overmuch of being fooled, nor

undermuch, for we may be as greatly deceived by believing
too little as by believing too much. The worst kind of

credulity is sometimes seen in incredulity.

The only credit I claim for myself is the courage to say,
" I don't know," as I stand in the presence of the substantial

and ever-increasing unexplained remainder of psychic phe

nomena— that which remains after the severest winnowing,

by every reasonable test for coincidence and fraud.

Not a few persons, some of whom are scholars of reputa

tion, have thought it worth while to write me during the

past year in order to warn me of the great danger of such an

investigation. A new truth is always accompanied with an

element of danger; so the birth of a child, but to prevent

that birth would be fatal. But are we not exaggerating this

danger ? Truth is the safe thing ; error alone
Truth the One Js dangerous. God has made the universe, as

Safe Thing. °
it has been wittily said, fireproof, and hence

permits man the matchbox to play with— fireproof on both

sides of the ribbon line we call death. The universe is one

infinite eye. There is a restraining and directing hand
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"EVIL SPIRITS" 5

everywhere. We need not fear; God, in weaving His plan

throughout the ages, has never dropped a thread, nor is He

dropping one now.

A surprisingly large number of letters warn me against

the danger of evil spirits. I have received gratis, postpaid,

some two score books and pamphlets written to prove that

Satan is the moving power behind the stance-room. In this

collection no one pamphlet appears more frequently than

that brilliant one written by Dr. Austin Phelps about a gen

eration ago urging this explanation. It does not seem clear

why this thought, even when believed, should prevent an in

vestigation. It would be a point gained to prove scientifi

cally that devils are at work on the earth ; this would prove

the existence of a spirit world and deal a deathblow to mate

rialism. I should think much less of myself were I afraid to

enter a seance-room, tho I knew it to be full of devils as the

air with bees at swarming-time. A soul with pure intent is

inviolable.
" How dare you agree with me ?

"
said a professor to one

of his too readily assenting students ;
" I do not agree with

myself." The professor was right and the student wrong.

The world has not
" achieved." Its " future is before." " Of

no use to the world," said Emerson, "are those men who

study to do exactly as was done before, who never understand

that to-day is a new day."
Many steps in the last few years have been taken upward

toward the boundary line that separates the spirit from mat

ter. The phonograph that photographs the voice, the long

distance telephone which enables us to hear Narrowing
the voice of a friend tho the ocean intervenes, Boundary
the wireless telegraph which by waves of ether between Spirit

is a prophecy of conversation with the inhabi-
an a

tants on other planets, the jr-ray giving us power to look

through solids, the kinetoscope that helps us to see events of

the past in action —where is the end ? Lord Kelvin has dis

covered that an atom of matter and an atom of ether may
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6 HUXLEY AS A CHILD

occupy the same space at the same time, and that an electron

is so small that it will take one hundred thousand of them

to make an atom ; and Sir William Crookes tells us that there

is such stupendous energy in the radiations from radium, the

newly discovered element, that a few grains of it would suffice

to lift the entire English navy two miles.

It is in this " new day
"

much easier to believe that there

is an inner universe, that this inner universe is a stupendous

vitalizing force through which run streams of individuality,
and that he who fully believes has the intelligence and power

A Network an^ goodness of this universe to draw on— the

of Psychic inner universe, a network of psychic nerves,
Nerves. touch one, touch all. Thought and feeling

vibrate everywhere. No man lives tb himself nor thinks to

himself; as waves of light are darting everywhere across the

ocean of light- ether and nowhere get confused, each object

standing out clearly revealed, so in that greater and far more

refined ocean of thought-ether each thought is clear, distinct

to the receiver-mind which is attuned to the transmitter-

mind. We now know that we occupy but a minute corner

of the universe, and that there easily may be a thousand

laws and a thousand forces of which we have never as yet

dreamed. In infinite space there is room for many, many

things.

The first step in progress is to be willing to say,
" I don't

know
"

; and the second step is like unto it
,

to be willing to

be led, empty of theories, empty of preconceptions, by a fact.

Says Huxley :
' " Science seems to me to teach in the

highest and strongest manner the great truth which is em-

_ , bodied in the Christian conception of entire

a Little Child surrender to the will of God. Sit down be-

before a fore the fact as a little child, be prepared to

give up every preconceived notion, follow

humbly wherever and to whatever abysses nature leads, or

you shall learn nothing. I have only begun to learn con-

1 From " The Life and Letters of Huxley," by his son, vol. i, p. 135.
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APPEAL TO WITHIN 7

tent and peace of mind since I have resolved at all risks to

do this."
And Goethe tells us that when he set about to learn any

new truth he first emptied himself of all knowledge, until he

could feel as he felt when he began to learn his ABC.
Humility is ever the entrance-way to the temple of truth.

I claim for myself in the preparation of this book only
these simple virtues, if virtues they be: (1) The humility of

a man who knows that he doesn't know ; and (2) the willing
ness to state clearly the exact problem to be solved, content

to leave its solution to the trained psychologists of the

world, inside and outside of universities —outside, I say, for
some of the best psychologists are not so named, are common

folks equipped with a knowledge of human nature and good

horse sense. This is a problem concerning which the com

mon sense of the fairly enlightened should have much to say.

It is largely a study of self, and, to understand it, self-

growth is the essential factor. The appeal is largely from

experience to experience, and the response is from within.
In an art-gallery it is safer to trust the instincts of a lad who

has an artist's soul than the most critical judgment of a pro

fessor who has perfect knowledge of the mechanics, the tech

nique of painting, but who has not the soul-growth that re

sponds to art. The logician may smile at instinct as that

power by which a woman knows a thing is true when it is

not; but a musician on its level knows that Wagner's
" Parsi

fal " is music ; he has contempt for the process of logic by
which the logician would convince him, for he has that within
which responds as easily and naturally to music as the eye

to light or the ear to sound. Tennyson exaggerated pardon

ably when he said nothing is worth knowing that can be

proved.

Every faculty recognizes truth up to the faculty's devel

opment, and up to that level the whole domain of truth is

credible truth.

What if it be true that we are breaking through into the
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8 CRUDITY EXPECTED

next stage of evolution ? It is not likely that we shall find

that world to be a simple world, but rather one vastly more

complex than this. It should in no way sur-
The Next prise us if at first we see weakness and con-

World tradiction and all things in confusion. When

men broke through into the intellectual world

it is easy to believe that they did not find at first a world of

sound reason.
" Ah," said a disappointed skeptic in those

days,
"

you told us that this is a world of reason ; instead it

is a world of madness. I judge it by its fruits, and its

fruits are folly." The fault was not with the world, but with
man's blundering control of it. After tens of thousands of

years of effort we have not fully gained the mastery of our

reasoning faculties. If the next stage of evolution is the

mastery of faculties by which we shall be able to commune

consciously with the spirit world, is it unreasonable to be

lieve that the mastery of these higher faculties will prove a

more complicated and difficult task than has proved the mas

tery of the reasoning faculties? The ages of blunders in

winning the mastery of the one should prepare us for a hard

and long journey and many blunders in winning the other.

The Problem.

What is the explanation of the tens of thousands of

psychic phenomena that are not explainable by any theories

of mistake, coincidence, or fraud?

All attempts at intelligent solution now seem to lie in
two directions :

i . The subjective mind — variously called unconscious

mind, subliminal self, subnormal self, etc. While there

may be some differences between these terms scientifically
speaking, for the purposes of this book they will be treated

as identical.

2. Spiritualism. By this is meant the theory that refers

the explanation to intelligences outside of men living in the

flesh, sometimes called extramundane intelligences. The
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GLADSTONE'S FAITH *
9

advocates of this theory make the term cover good angels and

bad angels, intelligences from any other part of the physical

universe, and from human beings who previously existed in

the flesh. Human beings in the body are called incarnate

men ; those who have died discarnate men.

Formerly it was a very simple question when any psychic

phenomena were encountered. They were considered the

results of coincidence, or of fraud, or of spirits. Now when we

succeed in eliminating coincidence and fraud, we reach only

the threshold of the difficulty.

Immense progress has been made by the Society for

Psychical Research and other psychologists in the exploration

of the subjective mind. Marvels upon marvels have been re

vealed, with hints often of a far greater domain to be explored
—a domain so great and marvelous as to make us stand still

with amazement. It is easy to understand why Gladstone

said, when accepting honorary membership in the Society for

Psychical Research, speaking of the work of the society :
" It

is the most important work which is being done in the world
—by far the most important." It appears that the conscious

mind is only a small segment of our spirit selves ; the greater

part of the mind or soul is below the threshold of conscious

ness. As the solar spectrum reveals only a fragment of the

forces in light—other forces are above the Below the
waves that make ultra-violet, and others be- Threshold of
low that make ultra-red, as all the heat-waves, Con-

the chemical waves, the Hertzian waves —so our 8cl0Usne88-

spirit or mind spectrum as revealed in consciousness is lim

ited. Who can tell how far below or above consciousness

extend the powers of the soul ?

That much of our inner self remains outside of conscious

ness is now certain, and it begins to be more than probable

that the far greater part of the soul is subjective or uncon

scious. Wonderful faculties are revealing themselves, as :

Clairvoyance, the power to see independently of the out

ward organ of the eyes.
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io RUDIMENTARY FACULTIES

Clairaudience, the power to hear independently of the

physical organ of the ears.

Telepathy, the power to communicate thought independ

ently of all physical senses, transcending space.

Prevision, the power to transcend time.

Telekinesis, the power to influence physical objects with

out physical contact.

Self-Projection, the power of a man to make himself vis

ible at a distance.

These faculties and possibly others which are beginning

to appear, it so seems — in rudimentary form it may be, in
some persons already active in curiously blundering, hesita

ting, and unsatisfactory ways —throw a flood of light on many

of the phenomena that have been heretofore set down as in

explicable or the work of the spirits. The subjective mind

as thus viewed is a bough of unblossomed buds—mostly

unblossomed.

Is it hard to believe that these rudimentary faculties are

growing for our next stage of evolutionary development, in
_ .. . harmony with the environment of our objective
Rudimentary ' J

Faculties or subjective nature, or both; and that when
for the Next developed they will make us citizens of the uni-

Step in verse —both the inner and outer—as our pres-
Evolution.

ent physical senses have made us citizens of

this planet? This is man's history, a slow adjustment of

himself to his environment.

Let us bear this thought in mind —will not the reader

pardon its repetition? Here we are earth-bound and are

conscious almost only of those powers that have to do with
the earth ; but we are passing through an evolution that will
make us universal or cosmic beings, and now we have in the

rudimentary stage those faculties that will have to do with

this next stage of our evolution. In some these faculties in

a blundering way are already performing functions, as telep

athy, clairvoyance, prescience —is it altogether absurd to

believe that there are those among us in whom these powers

^
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A NEW SPHINX ii

have reached the functional stage, some of whom we call

geniuses, some prophets, some sensitives, and some me

diums ?

Gladstone was wholly right : The exploration of the

nature and laws of the subjective mind — including the laws

that govern its development — is by far the most important

work being done on earth to-day. With greater emphasis

than Pope thought of, "The proper study of mankind is

man "
; and the Greek wrote more wisely than he knew when

he wrote, " Know thyself.
"

A Sphinx, this time invisible but far more real, has

seated herself at the world's pathway and is propounding

mighty riddles, such as we have not heard before. Wo to

men if they answer foolishly ! Another period of dark ages,

another frightful night will overwhelm us and we shall not

escape until we make correct answer. Where is our CEdipus ?

An invisible hand is writing down on the world's blackboard

mighty problems —social, political, moral, religious —answers

to which we must work out. There is no escape.

An immense gain has been made in this : we know in

what direction lies the way of safety, scientifically considered,

the way that leads upward; that way is the subjective mind,

an open door to the inner world, the world of inexhaustible

growth and intelligence; an open door consciously to the

few, unconsciously to the great masses. Never did the lines

of science and those of Christ's teachings so converge as

they do to-day and at this point.

If this book will assist a little in rallying to the Society

for Psychical Research the help needed, that it may carry for

ward in a larger way and more rapidly its investigations, it
will serve at least one most worthy purpose.

But let it not be thought that the revelation of the mar

velous capacity of the subjective mind solves the entire prob

lem of psychic phenomena. It solves much, but how much

remains to be seen.

Spiritualism is by no means fully explained. This also
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12 SPIRITUALISM UNSOLVED

is a stupendous, vital problem, and must be squarely met,

and it will not be solved until thus met.

Long ago a correspondent in the London Times put it thus

aptly, speaking of the report on Spiritualism made by the

Dialectical Society, London :
" If it proves nothing else, it

Spiritualism Proves tnat i* 's high time competent hands

Still undertook the unraveling of the Gordian knot
Unexplained.

[of Spiritualism]. It must be fairly, patiently

unraveled and not cut. The slash of an Alexandrian blade

has been tried often enough, and has been ineffective.
"

And the London Spectator in its April number (1903)
remarks :

" The Spiritualists' movement and allied phenom

ena have yet survived unexplained the attack of every form

of evidentiary analysis."

Frank Podmore in his great anti-spiritualistic work, " Mod

ern Spiritualism "—published 1903 and is the ablest work

against Spiritualism yet written, comes to the conclusion :

* Whether the belief in the intercourse with spirits is well founded or

not, it is certain that no critic has yet succeeded in demonstrating the

inadequacy of the evidence upon which the Spiritualists rely."

And he closes his two volumes with this word of warning

against too great incredulity in the treatment of the phenom

ena of Spiritualism :

" There is a superstition of incredulity ; and the memory of that dis
creditable episode in the history of science in these islands [The British
Isles], the contemptuous rejection for nearly two generations of the

accumulating evidence for hypnotic anesthesia and kindred phenomena,

should suffice to teach us that even the extravagances of mysticism may

contain a residuum of unacknowledged and serviceable fact. We must

not, for the second time, throw away the baby with the water from the

bath."

Dr. Hudson says, in his book against Spiritualism, "The
Law of Psychic Phenomena "

(page 206) :
" The man who

denies the phenomena of spiritism to-day is not entitled to

be called a skeptic ; he is simply ignorant.
" And the great

scientist, Alfred Russel Wallace, recently said that no more
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PSYCHOLOGISTS SHOULD HELP 13

evidence is needed to prove Spiritualism, for no accepted fact

in science has a greater or stronger array of proof in its
behalf.

During the early part of last year a work of extraordinary

importance was issued by the English press—the posthumous

work of Frederic Myers, " Human Personality and Its Sur
vival of Bodily Death." Dr. Myers was most "Myers'
closely identified from the beginning with the Human Per-

work of the Society for Psychical Research as 8onahty."

its secretary, and for a time as its president. Recently Dr.
Newell Dwight Hillis publicly said that in a century from

now this book of Myers will be looked upon as the greatest

book of this generation. Dr. Myers, when he began his

work with the Society for Psychical Research at Cambridge,

England, was an agnostic as to future existence. He did

yeoman service in the exploration of the subjective mind —

he called it the subliminal — and at the time of his death, three

years ago, unquestionably knew more about the entire sub

ject of psychic phenomena than did any other psychologist.

For this reason this conclusion of his should carry great

weight : After deducting all that is fraudulent and misleading
in spiritualistic phenomena, and attributing allpossible to sub

jective faculties, there still remains sufficient to justify sure

belief in actual physical communication with discarnate

spirits.

Of this I am not sure.

But of this I am sure, after a score of years of investiga

tion and having had to do with the mass of frauds that swarm

about and batten upon Spiritualism, dogging its every step,

there is sufficient to justify the most careful investigation by
our best-trained psychologists.

While I found a world of fraud, I saw again and again

much which indicated the near discovery of a vast world of

most important truths, and now and then I dropped the plum

met and touched no bottom.

Spiritualism, so far as I have seen, is a great blundering
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H DISGUST WITH SPIRITUALISM

attempt to utilize a colossal new force or rather a world of

new forces.

Many other and abler investigators have had inexplicable

yet strangely unsatisfactory experiences. Professor James,
of Harvard, in a letter speaking of an explanation of " The

An Opinion of Widow's Mite " * incident, says :
" The hy-

Professor pothesis of spirit communication is undoubt-
James. edly a possible one and simpler than any other,

provided one supposes the spirits in question to have been

tremendously inhibited in their communications."

It is scarcely an exaggeration to say that of the more

intelligent people nine-tenths hear the mention of Spiritual
ism with a curling of the lip. This disgust is easily ex

plained by the contradictory character and absurdity of the

general run of communications attributed to spirits, the de

generacy of many mediums, the darkness and general unsatis-

factoriness of the average seance-room, the childlike credulity

of many Spiritualists, and, beyond all, the fraud that surrounds

the whole subject like an atmosphere.

Let it be borne in mind that the evidence is so great in

favor of the spiritualistic explanation of a large portion of

psychic phenomena that the. Society for Psychical Research

has devoted much of its time in the past twenty years to this

branch of its investigation —and this under the lead of such

presidents as Professor Sidgwick of Cambridge University,
Frederic Myers, Arthur J. Balfour (the present Prime Minis
ter of England), Prof. William James of Harvard, Sir William
Crookes, and Sir Oliver Lodge. Nearly all of these men, if
not all, found it necessary to accept the spiritualistic expla-

S ttline the
nat*on of certain of the phenomena. Yet there

Question are multitudes of vehement critics who settle
by a Wave of the whole question at a single sitting—they

t e an .
im0W "just how the trick is done." Those

who thus settle it are usually men of little scientific training
at investigations of this sort, or men who have had scarcely

i See Part II.

>
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BABBLE OF BABES 15

any opportunity for investigation. They settle it all by an in
terior process, an inner illumination, by that certain instinct,

as already mentioned, that knows a thing is not true even when

it is. Yet there is not one of these critics who is not calmly

confident of his superiority as a close observer. In this in

vestigation cocksureness is the certain mark of the tyro.

I can not reconcile myself to the spirit hypothesis except

through thinking that we are entering a psychic field of in

vestigation that is marvelously complex, and that what we

are getting now is but the babble of babes, not because of

the lack of the intellectual ability of spirits, but of the lack

of ability on both the earth side and the spirit side to handle

the forces that make communication possible. A wretched

piano might easily make hodgepodge of masterpieces even

tho rendered by a Paderewski ; so an intellectually shallow

medium might readily enough make silly the wisest utter

ances of Shakespeare or Franklin.
The world is justified in refusing to accept the spirit

hypothesis as long as it can find any other reasonable expla

nation of psychic phenomena. We have a right to require

not only clear evidence of communication from outside in

telligences, but that this communication must be of a nature

that will enable us to identify the communicating spirits.

We all know that there is unending chicanery, disgusting

fraud ; but is there anything genuine ? If so, what and from

whence ? Those are the questions to be solved. Fraud P Yes •

Nobody cared whether the message was wise but What

or foolish that Marconi ticked across the ocean. More P

The important thing was that the letter S was ticked across

by the one who claimed to have ticked it, and that it was re

ceived by the one who claimed to have received it. Those

feeble taps proved the practicability of wireless telegraphy.

The rest was detail.

If but a single communication has crossed " the gulf of

silence," and this can be scientifically demonstrated, that

fact is of extraordinary interest and of inestimable impor

G
e
n
e
ra

te
d
 f

o
r 

Jo
h
n
 P

a
tr

ic
k 

D
e
v
e
n
e
y
 (

U
n
iv

e
rs

it
y
 o

f 
C

h
ic

a
g

o
) 

o
n
 2

0
1

5
-0

6
-0

7
 1

6
:5

0
 G

M
T
  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/h
d
l.
h
a
n
d
le

.n
e
t/

2
0

2
7

/n
y
p
.3

3
4

3
3

0
6

8
1

7
7

9
1

8
P
u
b
lic

 D
o
m

a
in

 i
n
 t

h
e
 U

n
it

e
d

 S
ta

te
s,

 G
o
o
g

le
-d

ig
it

iz
e
d

  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/w
w

w
.h

a
th

it
ru

st
.o

rg
/a

cc
e
ss

_u
se

#
p
d
-u

s-
g
o
o
g
le



16 SCIENTISTS FALLIBLE

tance. All discoveries of the past are as nothing in com

parison. The one who demonstrates the practicability of

intramundane communication will go down into history as a

far greater discoverer than Columbus, than Newton, than

Morse, than Marconi, yes, than all combined.

The present generation must work out anew the answer

to this spiritualistic problem in the light of all our present

psychic knowledge.

The fact that the great majority of scientists are against

this hypothesis is not conclusive evidence, for not thirty
years ago they were more unanimously against hypnotism.

o o ition Hypnotism was everywhere denounced as de-

of Scientists lusion or charlatanry. Even Lord Kelvin said :

not Con- " Nearly everything about it is imposture, the
c uaive.

rest faulty observation.
" Not thirty years ago

I had at my residence several meetings, inviting representa

tive men, physicians, and other professional men, and had

Prof. Edward Payson Thwing give exhibitions of hypnot

ism under test conditions. Some scientists whom I had in
vited would not come; they pooh-poohed it all as delusion

or fraud. It was only after repeated demonstrations in the

hospitals of New York and Brooklyn of the hypnotizing of

patients who were to be operated on that we could get New

York scientists to treat the matter seriously. Now, who

doubts hypnotism ? A quarter of a century shows a complete

change of front by scientists. They made a mistake once ;

why should it be thought impossible for them to make a second

mistake ? Galileo tells how the scientists at Padua refused

to look through his telescope when he offered them a chance

to do so, saying that it was humbuggery.

Science shows herself in an unfavorable light when she

attempts to browbeat us out of the evidence of our senses,

and is in the last degree unscientific when she refuses to in

vestigate multitudes of well-authenticated facts.

Science should move in this matter with great delibera

tion, but move. The subject is worthy of it. The phenom
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THE CHURCH 17

ena should be subjected to the most severe critical tests, put

through the furnace, heated seven times, of critical investi

gation — this by that class of scientists who _. .
7 , , , , . , * Science
have learned to do accurate thinking, accurate should be
work along the lines of modern psychology. Conserva-

Scientists can never recall too frequently the tively

fact that all beliefs, in their early history, were

contradictory and ran wild : Astronomy ran to astrology,

chemistry to alchemy and many other chimeras, hypnotism

to every sort of humbuggery. Healing by suggestion is still

in its chaotic crazy-quilt state. It is just what we might

expect of Spiritualism, if it be true, that it also must pass

its crazy-quilt period.

The Church also must have care. There is a real danger

lest in its zeal to get rid of spirit communications it gets rid
of the Bible itself. If the power to communicate between

this and the spirit world be a fact, the remedy is not to deny

it
,

but to understand just what it is and what are its laws,

and to bring it under control. If true, we may rest assured

that it will not in the end work harm, but good; truth
matches all around. It is not well in an a priori fashion to

deny it and assail it.

Nineteen hundred years' removal from the spirit phenom

ena of the Bible and the men who witnessed them and

vouched for their occurrence is imposing a greater and greater

strain upon faith.

Apply the claims of Spiritualists to the facts in the Bible
hardest to believe —hardest for scientists to believe—the

facts of the birth and resurrection of Jesus. If certain

phenomena which I have seen in the seance-room, and which

I have not been able to explain by any hypothesis of fraud or

coincidence, stand the fuller tests of scientific investigation,

it will become scientifically easy to believe that a supreme

spirit, as was Jesus, came down into the flesh, as did He,
and was able to lay down His life and to take it up

again.
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18 FREDERIC MYERS' PREDICTION

Says Frederic Myers :
'

" I venture now a bold saying ; for I predict that, in consequence of
the new evidence, all reasonable men, a century hence, will believe in

the resurrection of Christ ; whereas in default of the new evidence, no

reasonable man, a century hence, would have believed it."

Let us not be alarmed. It is one thing to master Spiri
tualism ; it is another thing to be mastered by it. Spirit
communications may be true — communications from good

and from bad spirits —and yet much of the teaching known

as Spiritualism be untrue. The religious thought that goes

under this name is one thing; belief in communication

between the spirit world and this is another.

Yet is there not a real danger that in trying to build a

tower to the spirit world we may have for our pay another

and worse babel of tongues— this for a while ? If this be a

danger, is it not possible to avert it ?

But let us beware lest we give occasion for future genera

tions to say also of us, The Stone the Spiritual Build
ers Rejected has Become the Head of the Corner.

1 (" Human Personality," vol. a, p. 288.)
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PARTI

HINDERING DISPOSITIONS AND
OPINIONS

An auto-suggestion may be as hurtful to sound reasoning
when it is against as when it is in favor of an hypothesis.
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" My supposed opponent and I are like two children who
have looked through a keyhole at the first few moves in a

game of chess, — of whose rules we are entirely ignorant. My
companion urges that since we have seen only <pawns ' moved,

it is probable that the game is played with the pawns alone ;

and that the major pieces seen confusedly behind the pawns

are only a kind of fringe or ornament of the board. I reply
that those pieces stand on the board like the pawns ; and that

since they are larger and more varied than the pawns, it is

probable that they are meant to play some even more impor

tant role in the game as it develops. We agree that we must

wait and see whether the pieces are moved ; and I now main
tain that I have seen a piece moved, altho my companion

has not noticed it. The chessboard in this parable is the

Cosmos ; the pawns are those human faculties which make
for the preservation and development on this planet of the in

dividual and the race; the pieces are faculties which may
be either the mere by-products of terrene evolution, or, on the

other hand, may form an essential part of the faculty with
which the human germ or the human spirit is originally
equipped, for the purpose of self-development in a cosmical, as

opposed to a merely planetary, environment." —FREDERIC
W. H. MYERS, " Human Personality," vol. i., pp. 93-94.
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I

WAYS IN WHICH SOME SPIRITUALISTS PRE
DISPOSE INVESTIGATORS UNFAVORABLY
—HINDERING DISPOSITIONS AND OPINIONS

i. That they are too credulous.

A prominent New York lawyer has a wife who is a
"

sen

sitive," or medium. The husband is a man of undoubted

veracity and has occupied in the city a high judicial position.

The wife is what is called a trance medium, but she never

gives public sittings and is reluctant about giving any sit

tings except to members of her family and at times to inti

mate friends.

It has been my good fortune to be admitted to the confi

dence of this family and to have received from them not a

little help in the making of this book, as will appear in sev

eral chapters.

As this lady has requested that in no way shall I so use

her name or that of her husband as to identify them before

the public, I shall speak of her as Mrs. Judge C , and

her husband as Judge C . The reader must take my

word for it that both the judge and his wife are persons of high

standing, of intellectual force, and of unimpeachable veracity.

Judge C informs me that at one time he asked the
" spirit control

" ' of his wife whether a medium who was

having materializations at a certain place was

fraudulent or not. The spirit control said, " I Tjataet"™

will attend a seance and see." In a few days he

reported that he had attended and found part of the phenom

ena genuine and part fraudulent, and explained the way the

1 The spirit that la said to control a medium when in a trance or semi-trance

condition.
ai
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2a HEARTLESS FRAUDS

fraudulent ones were performed. Knowing nothing of this
until afterward, I made my own investigation of similar mani

festations through another medium and discovered that this

kind of fraud was there committed in the way that the spirit
control said that he saw it done.

At a circle given by this materialization medium, I saw

a form appear that was recognized by a business man present

as that of his wife who had lately died. He took the form

by the hand and kissed her, and then introduced her to the

circle. No less than ten other forms were recognized by

different sitters as those of departed members of their fami

lies or of friends. Many in the circle were affected to tears,

and yet all of these so-called materializations were the me

dium herself. If she desired to impersonate one whose

stature was less than her own, she would walk or glide with

knees more or less bended ; or if a child was to be repre

sented she would move about awkwardly on her knees ; if the

one to be impersonated was taller than herself, she would

make use of a wire bust that fitted the shoulders and made

her seem nearly a foot higher than her normal height. Such

trickery, with the paraphernalia of white gauze, false faces,

etc., in a room nearly dark, makes it easy to deceive the eyes,

especially when the emotions are deeply stirred.

At a circle of another medium it was announced that L
was present and would materialize for his wife. There was

a lady of this name in the circle, whose husband was in the

spirit world. She was much surprised when L ap

peared in front of the curtain in full military uniform and

with the stars of a major-general and she was called to the

curtain " to greet her husband.
" Her husband had never

been a general nor had he been in the army at
The Spirit any time, but there had been a prominent ma-

Seem Crossed, jor-general in the Civil War of this same name.

Evidently a mistake had been made ; the wires

had gotten badly crossed, either upon this side or upon the

spirit side. But Mrs. L , who was a spiritualist rooted

N

G
e
n
e
ra

te
d
 f

o
r 

Jo
h
n
 P

a
tr

ic
k 

D
e
v
e
n
e
y
 (

U
n
iv

e
rs

it
y
 o

f 
C

h
ic

a
g

o
) 

o
n
 2

0
1

5
-0

6
-0

7
 1

6
:5

0
 G

M
T
  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/h
d
l.
h
a
n
d
le

.n
e
t/

2
0

2
7

/n
y
p
.3

3
4

3
3

0
6

8
1

7
7

9
1

8
P
u
b
lic

 D
o
m

a
in

 i
n
 t

h
e
 U

n
it

e
d

 S
ta

te
s,

 G
o
o
g

le
-d

ig
it

iz
e
d

  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/w
w

w
.h

a
th

it
ru

st
.o

rg
/a

cc
e
ss

_u
se

#
p
d
-u

s-
g
o
o
g
le



LUTHER R. MARSH 23

and grounded in the faith, just the same afte? the sitting as

she was before —probably took no more precaution than be

fore against error or deception.

At another circle it was announced that a near relative of

mine was present. When I asked if he had any way of iden

tifying himself, he said, through the control, that shortly
before he had died he had assumed a serious obligation —
describing the obligation. This was true; but with a little
detective work I discovered that at a few sittings pre

vious to this one this same control had cross-examined a

friend of mine and had got this identical bit of informa

tion.
I attended a circle at which a husband was called up to

the curtain of the cabinet by the " spirit "
of his wife. She

said to him :
" Dear, we on this side are much concerned for

our medium and I want you to help her. She worries so

greatly on account of the mortgage that is on her house, and

this worry depletes her psychic force to such a degree that I
fear I can not come to you any more, and this will so grieve

me. Now, my dear, I want you to do me a favor—to-mor

row pay off her mortgage, won't you?
"

"Yes, darling, if you wish it."
"Thank you, thank you, dear; I do wish it

,

as this will
make it easy for me to come to you hereafter."

And the faithful in the circle all praised the husband

as affectionate, soft-hearted, and the spirits rapped in ap

proval.
Yes, but there is a softness of heart that reaches upward,

too often, to the brain.

In November, 1903, there was a court trial in New York
State at which the assignments of several life-insurance poli
cies were set aside by the judge. The assignments had been

made by the late well-known New York lawyer, Luther R.
Marsh. It will be remembered that Mr. Marsh was shame

lessly duped by the medium, Mme. Diss-Debar, as was re

vealed in the exposure that took place in newspaper and

r
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24 PSYCHIC COBWEBS

court in 1888. At the trial in November last a Mr. Huy
ler, the husband of medium Huyler, testified :

'

On the day Mr. Marsh transferred the policies he and his wife had

gone to Mr. Marsh's room, where Mrs. Huyler claimed to hold com

munication with the spirits, and told Mr. Marsh there was a terrible
uproar in spiritland because he declined to transfer the policies. She

told him that his spiritualistic wife, Adelaide Neilson, was tearing her

hair and weeping reproaches upon him.
His wife, Mrs. Marsh, was acting in the same fashion, and his

deceased father-in-law, "Sunset" Alvin Stewart, was exceedingly wroth.

Mr. Marsh was alarmed at this manifestation of spiritualistic dis
pleasure, and agreed to transfer the policies. At the last moment he hesi
tated, and claimed that because his will was made out he thought it bet

ter to postpone the matter a little while ; but Mrs. Huyler insisted that

he go across the way to a lawyer's office, and he did so.

While he was gone Mrs. Huyler admitted that the trance was a
"

fake
"

and said that she wanted to get all she could from " the old fool "

before he died.

Mr. Marsh returned to the room presently and assured her that the

transfer had been made as she desired.

As soon as this evidence had been given by Huyler, Justice Marean
ended the proceedings.

" This man is a thief and a fraud," he said, turning to Huyler, "
and

he acted the part of a thief when he and his wife conspired to secure

these policies by the means he has just related."

Poor Marsh ! We do well to believe in religious things,

of course ; but with our religion we should have sanctified

common sense.

Blind, unthinking belief is as objectionable as blind un

thinking skepticism, and is sometimes dangerous.

Honest skepticism need not be antagonism ; to avoid an

tagonism it is not necessary to " spill over on the other side."

One who is willing to be fooled is easily fooled. Barnum

was right : a large portion of mankind place
Willingly themselves in a mental attitude that makes it
Fooled an

Easy Dupe. verv eas>r to humbug them. But, as says the

poet, the right to be a fool is " safe from all
devices human." These psychic cobwebs have tangled the

feet of even many an intellectual giant, and the shrewdest

1Quoted from the New York Times, November 36, 1903.
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NATURE'S LAWS UNCHANGING 25

experts need to sail these mystic seas with sharp eyes and

level heads, for many here have lost their bearings.

We can not repeat too often to ourselves in these inves

tigations that this is a question that should be approached

with coolness, with judgment, with deliberation, not with

preconception or prejudice in favor of or against, for what

we expect to see we are apt to see. An earnest wish plays

pranks with our senses, making us
"

see substance where

there is empty nothing
"

; and the reverse is equally true.

We should always remember that some of us gravitate easily

toward certain facts, others against them; it is a matter

largely of initial momentum, temperament, education, char

acter.

2. That they are too ready to believe in the Super
natural.

Men feed on superstitions as greedily as little children
on bonbons. We nearly all dearly love the marvelous. It
is bewitching to the average man, giving spur and loose reins

to a heated fancy, changing affairs of the imagination into

imaginary affairs —there is a vast difference between these

two. The desire to commune with existences thought to be
"

beyond nature
"—an unknown mundus intellectuum— is a

deathless hunger. This, when it becomes morbid, makes us

ready to leap clear over nature and nature's laws and gulp

down the most impossible stories. Admit the supernatural,

then anything becomes possible.

There is nothing supernatural but God — He is back

of but not contrary to nature. Natural law rules wherever

intelligence is—alike on both sides of the grave. Heaven

and earth may pass away, but not one jot nor

one tittle of law will cease, for law is an ex- Nothing
, , , „ , ,,„ , , , Supernatural

pression of the nature of God. Why should but God
the getting rid at death of these outer husks

change our relations to nature and nature's laws? Doubt

less at death we get rid of our coarser environments — those
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26 "FOOL'S WORLD"

with which the physical senses have to do ; but these senses

and environments are the shadows of real substances, and the

substance answers to its shadow.

Whatever the spirit world is, we may rest assured that

we shall find it natural, in no way a contradiction of true

common sense or true reason. We can not any more there

than here get warm before a painted fire, nor satisfy hunger

with a painted feast. Yet thousands of Spiritualists seem to

expect the world to believe that the ghosts of Beecher, of

Franklin, of Shakespeare, can appear at ten thousand circles

in different parts of the world on the same evening, and if
need be at the same instant of time. It may easily be that

there are a thousand laws of nature of which we know noth

ing ; but were there a billion it is only reasonable to believe

that no two laws will be found anywhere in the universe,

on either side of the death line, that contradict one an

other. The universe is, as its name implies, a unit. One,

supreme Reason, consistent and unchangeable, governs it.

Belief in this is part of the granite foundation that under

lies all things. Disbelief in it is the way to the insane

asylum.

The wife of a sea captain told me that once when on

shore she went into what is called a "fool's world," where

things are so arranged by machinery that the floor and sides

of the room, furniture, pictures on the wall, table, lamp,

pitcher, tumblers, turn slowly upside down, while the chair

on which you sit remains right side up. She said she had

never been seasick in her life, altho very frequently upon

the ocean in the stormiest of weather, yet, strange to say,

when in this " fool's world " she became seasick, altho she

knew all the time that she was sitting still and all the other

things were turning round, each screwed fast to its place.

That foolish section of the Spiritualist host who are ready

to believe anything that comes from the cabinet must expect

to encounter incredulity and at times disgust when they run

against the common sense ingrained in mankind. But when
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SUBJECTIVE MIND 27

belief in the supernatural becomes a disease, it is past the

reach of all argument and generally of all medicine.

3. That they constantly confound the workings of the
subjective mind of the entranced medium with the work
ings of spirits.

From out of the subjective mind come hysteria, ecstasy,

much of what passes for obsession, somnambulism, hypno

tism, much of so-called witchcraft, clairvoyance, clairaudi-

ence, secondary personality, and we know not what else.

In investigations of this sort, the first of all

things that we should know is, as Kant put it
,

T*16 -Power

the faculty of cognition and the sources of _ .

° *

' ° Subconscious
knowledge which lie within it. A mechanic Faculties.
is wiser than are we. His first concern is to

know his tools ; then he goes to work. But we go to work

too often to master the world of psychic phenomena before

we have learned anything of the tools of the mind that have

to do with this phenomenon.

Of two ways to account for a phenomenon, the simplest

that explains all of the facts should be adopted—all of the

facts. With our present lack of knowledge, Spiritualists are

not justified in settling these phenomena offhand —any more

than are Antispiritualists.
Who among us can give an explanation of the following

personal experience? One day while asleep I dreamed that

I saw a battle, I saw the maneuverings of great armies,

heard the cannonading, many people were killed, the

battle continued for a long time; then one of the armies

retreated, and I saw the field covered with dead and wounded,

and the dead gathered and buried. I awoke and was told that

not more than half a minute before a gun had been shot off

out in the street. That gun evidently started my dream, in
which were crowded the events of hours. At times when we

are not asleep a loud noise will start the imagination into

action, and seemingly in an objective way many objects will
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28 UNEXPLAINED APPARITIONS

appear to us, and appear so real that it is impossible to dis

tinguish between the subjective and objective. Besides,

who can limit the strange things that may happen, if it be

true that there is some power within us in certain normal or

abnormal states that even enables us to project ourselves\so
really that we become apparent to the physical senses of

others and see and hear things at a great distance ?

What are we to do with facts of which the following two

are typical ?

An aunt of mine died suddenly at midnight in a house in
which I was resident. Her son-in-law, living on a farm two

miles away, at about the time the aunt died,
Apparitions went for water at a spring some distance from
before and

after Death. tne house. He saw standing by the spring a

well-defined apparition of this aunt. He knew

nothing of her illness. Imagination, coincidence —possibly.

Many facts like this one are given by The Society for Psy
chical Research, verified as carefully as possible.

Take this other typical fact : The son of a clergyman at his
home in Illinois was playing on the floor with his four-year-
old son, who, pointing to the ceiling, said :

" Dada, look

there !
" The father looked up and saw with perfect clear

ness his own father looking at him. A comparison of time

showed that this was three hours before the death of the elder

father in Kentucky, the son being wholly ignorant of the ill
ness of the father. As the apparition was first seen by the

child, there seemed to be no possibility of hallucination or

any known operation of telepathy ; and, as the father was not

dead, how does Spiritualism supply the certain explanation ?

Should not Spiritualists also apply to themselves the

words of Shakespeare :
" There are more things in heaven

and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in your philosophy
"

?

4. That they are too flippant.

Huxley, after attending a seance, said the trivialities seen

and heard at these circles had but one good result : they sup
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A "SPIRIT'S" TALK 29

plied a strong argument against suicide. I heard at a circle
a spirit jokingly invited to be present at a Thanksgiving
dinner. He said he would be there, as he always liked turkey

and cake. This produced a hearty laugh, in which the
" spirit "

joined. This kind of exhibition will never convert

to Spiritualism the sober-minded, the men of judgment.

The most sacred instincts of the soul are against it.

If Spiritualism be true, it is easy to believe that it is a

fundamental error to have sittings for fun ; that the kind of

heart you throw into the spirit world determines the kind of

spirits that come after it; that in the psychic realm like
draws like.

There is much sound wisdom in these words I heard at a

circle from one who was said to be a spirit :

" Friends, some who come here and who believe in Spir
itualism do not take these communications seriously, but as a

matter of amusement. This is wholly wrong

and hurtful, making it exceedingly difficult for Danger of
„ , Frivolity at

developed spirits to communicate. Remember, sittinm.
we spirits are in a world where thought and

feeling have dynamic force. You are in a coarse physical

world and are not so subject to these influences. You make

a mistake that is injurious to yourselves in not knowing the

laws of spiritual attraction and repulsion. You should de

velop a consecrated spiritual life. A frivolous spirit in the

seance-room opens the door to spirits that you may find it
hard to get rid of. Beware of having fun with what you some

times jestingly call the Devil ; he has in every way the advan

tage. He doesn't need to mark the cards to read them, nor

run lead into the dice to make them turn to his guessing.

No ! life is no joke, either on your side or on ours. Spir

itual development is the result of a serious purpose.
" Remember, you are living in a world largely of effects ;

we are living in a world of causes, and also of effects from

higher worlds. All things of importance in your earth life

begin on this side and are carried into execution under our
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30 HARD-HEADEDNESS NEEDED

direction. There are many spirits who are frivolous and

truculent ; some are simply mischievous, some mean harm.

Death has not radically changed their charac-
Character a ters Good character is a matter of growth.
Matter of
Growth. " vou Slve tne conditions, some of these spirits

will wheedle you, flatter you, bamboozle you,

making you believe that they are anybody you ask for—your

child, sister, or mother, or Shakespeare, or St. Paul. You

are easily led captive by your foolish vanity.
" The greatest of all forces in the spirit world is goodness,

which holds the evil spirits in control, but not against their
will, except to prevent injury to others against the consent

of .those others. If you give the conditions for them to enter

the sphere of your life, we can not keep them from entering,

nor keep you from harm.
" Friends, hear me : Do not come to the spirit circle

through mere curiosity or to have some idle talk with de

parted friends. Come with a sincere desire to get good, and

good will come to you ; otherwise, I entreat you not to come."

The time may come when Spiritualists will enter circles

only after fasting and prayer. When that time comes, it

may be that a chief argument for skepticism will be removed.

5. That they are too ready to accept foolish or hurt
ful utterances from the se"ance-room.

The world will not soon forget the mad doctrine of " soul

affinities
"

which quickly degenerated into free love, the

teachings that the "Bible is a book the world has outlived,"

that " God is not a person, but a principle," that "
men are

parts of God," that " it is folly to talk of Christ as a sac

rifice for sin.
" The spirit world was made responsible for

these and many other like teachings. Of course many Spiri
tualists, quite likely a large majority, did not accept these

utterances. But a large portion of the outside public to this

day believe that these are the teachings of this " cult.
"

At only a few circles are heard even now expressions
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BETTER THOUGHTS 31

of fervent love for God, reverence for things sacred, expres

sions of meekness, of true piety, of self-abnegation.

Why should this be? Many leading Spiritualists have

told us that Jesus was chiefest of mediums, and

so have many spirit controls. If this be so, then If "Jesus was

why should not Spiritualists reverently heark- M .. „

en to the utterances of this prince of mediums Hear Him.

concerning the inner life of the spirit world?

I listened one evening to one who I was told was an

exalted spirit. He said: "Listen to what this Jesus said.

He spoke what He knew. He came down from the higher
realms, far higher than the one I inhabit. He is an exceed

ingly great spirit, a bright light, who came down to mate

rialize on earth. He had power to give up His life and to

take it again. Read carefully and understand His words.

We here feel His influence but do not see Him ; He is a

mighty power to lift up mankind in the flesh and out of

the flesh."

Yet again and again I have heard Jesus spoken of lightly
in the seance-room as

"
good enough for the age in which He

lived "
; as the Boston merchant who, after reading Shake

speare for the first time, confidently assured his friends that

he did not believe that there were a dozen men in all Boston

who could have written these plays, so these people are

sure that there are some to-day —possibly not many— who

excel Jesus in wisdom and in purity of life and spiritual
power.

Even from the standpoint of Spiritualists there is a pro

digious likelihood against the infallibility of spirit teachings.

Let Spiritualism be so presented that the

world will understand it to mean clean man- Spirits'

hood and womanhood, love to God and man, infallible.
God a person supreme and Father over all, and

Jesus Christ His embodiment on earth, and the pathway of

Spiritualism will have removed from it some of its chiefest

rocks of offense and stumbling. I have in my notebooks
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32 THE SWEET NOW

many records of what I have heard which bear testimony that

some of the teachings in the siance-rooms are in harmony
with these better thoughts. The following are typical :

Question from circle :
" Why does not the spirit world

prevent the miseries that are pressing so hard upon this world,

and have for myriads of ages?
"

Answer :
" The spirit world is doing everything to pre

vent these miseries that it possibly can without infringement

upon the free agency of the individual on earth. It is a

fixed law that can not possibly be evaded, that each individual
is free; his individuality can not be invaded without his con

sent by even the most exalted spirits. Then,
" Predigested did we interfere unnecessarily in your world, it

t°Ai would simply end in a greater tangle. A law

Best. of your nature requires you to think out very

largely the answers to the problems you en

counter ; it is your education. It is not well for the stomach

that its food be predigested for it
,

except now and then to

help it over difficulties too great for it. The same law holds

for the soul."

Again :

" You are not always to sing about the sweet by
and by, but the sweet now ; as Jesus said, Sufficient is the

day unto the necessities for it
,

and each world until you

reach it. Let there be gladness without frivolity, serious

ness without despair. Friends, sufficient is one world at a

time, one home at a time, one moment at a time; and fill
that world, that home, and that moment with good, holy
thoughts and good service, and then the great Father in His
own time will bring you to the other worlds.

" If a man worships a little God in a little city with a

few people, he becomes a little man and his God is a little

God. But if he worships a God who is Himself the embodi

ment of the sacrifice of service, who loves all, and is to be

found in all, and interpreted by all events and all things, all

of which work together for good, such a one is a large soul ;

for as a man thinketh so he is."
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"COLONEL INGERSOLL'S SPIRIT" 33

6. That they are too apt to denounce skeptics as
hostile when these skeptics are engaged in making only
honest investigations.

It is foolish to tell men :
" You must believe before you

investigate, as your unbelief shuts the door against spirit
communication." This is a closed circle: Must believe be

fore you can investigate; must investigate before you can be

lieve. The other world is to this world a foreign country, a

hinterland, or rather a foreland. If one comes to me claim

ing to be a spirit messenger, I have a right to ask for his

credentials. I must not be denounced as of a skeptical

temperament because I so ask.

At a circle Wilson MacDonald, the well-known sculptor,

said in my hearing: "This thing of spirit return I know to

be true. After my old friend, Robert G.

Ingersoll, had died, he appeared to me at a Did Co1-

circle in this same room in materialized form.
x „

He said to me : 'Mac, my old friend, I am glad Materialize P

to see you. You know, I believed nothing in
this, but now here I am.

' I looked him all over, then I said :

' Colonel, this surely is you; it is you. How glad I am to

see you !
' "

However certain men like MacDonald are in their belief

in Spiritualism, it would be the height of absurdity for them

to expect men of the temperament and beliefs of an Ingersoll
when he was in the flesh to believe in spirit return without

fullest proofs. The opposition to investigation exhibited by

some mediums and other Spiritualists is simply dogmatism

and intolerance in a new dress. It is far removed from the

spirit that frees itself from all predisposition, prejudice, bias,
—from Huxley's spirit of the little child sitting before a fact

interrogating it.

There is much food for thought for this class of ob

jecting Spiritualists in this talk directed to me by a
" spirit

control
"

:

" Sometimes I almost grow weary at the little progress
3
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34 GROWTH ESSENTIAL

which seems to be made toward bringing the race of men to

understand the possibilities and certainties of spiritual commu

nication. I have worked for many years giving a very large

portion of my possible service to this work —service that I have

taken from other and very important employments in the

spirit world. But I see that men can not get
A ''Spirit v

, . . . - .
*

Control" at tnis truth except by growth. It is not arbi-

Grows Weary trarily to be seized. You yourself have forci-
of Our bly expressed this truth in your little book on

' Evolution,' a copy of which you sent to our

instrument and which she read in my hearing. As you say,

we can not understand a spiritual truth unless we grow to

it. How can an artist understand the beauty of a picture

until he develops up to that stage of beauty ? Progress will
be made toward these divine truths only as the human race

grows the faculties by which these truths are comprehended."

We surely can lay it down as axiomatic that there is no

truth in the universe, on either side the grave, that will de

prive man of the right of judgment.

" The One that worketh high and wise,

Nor pauses in His plan,

Will take the sun out of the skies

Ere freedom out of man."

Spiritualists, however certain they may be that they have

the truth, must learn to have patience with honest unbeliev

ers. Scoffers are an entirely different class of people and

need be given no attention ; but for the former class spiritual
ists should strive to imitate the spirit shown by a London pic

ture-dealer, who had some works of art for sale which he

claimed were by
" old masters

"—his advertisement assured

the public that "dissentious skeptics can have every satisfac

tion."
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EXPERT TESTIMONY PREFERRED 35

7. That they are too unwilling in many cases to per
mit the application to psychic phenomena of real tests,
and in nearly all cases too neglectful or unskilful to
supply such tests.

Much more is expected of Spiritualism than that it be

able to stand a trial by jury; this for two reasons. The

phenomena often take place in a dark room, usually the inves

tigator is not permitted to touch the materializing forms, nor

is he permitted to make necessary tests to discover whether

ventriloquism and other of the arts of the con

jurer are used. Then, the phenomena are con- Extra-

tradictions to the ordinary ongoings of nature, _ °' ary
.

or at least to our common observation of these Unreasonable,

ongoings. To such phenomena we must apply

something more than the ordinary rules of evidence. It is

not altogether unreasonable that they be required to stand

extraordinary tests of demonstration. As long as any other

reasonable theory than that of spirits will explain the

phenomena, this one will not be accepted by the average

man. There is common sense in this requirement. If a

witness says that he saw a man steal an overcoat, he will be

much more readily believed than if he says he saw a man

take off his arm and put it on again. It is not quantity of

evidence that is now required of Spiritualism; it is quality.

There has been gathered a prodigious quantity of facts

vouched for by honest persons, but the test conditions ap

plied are generally most insufficient.

I would rather have the testimony of an expert who had

seen the phenomena one time than that of a non-expert who

had seen the same phenomena a score of times. An expert

is one who knows what to look for, and can see clearly and

can so express himself as to make you see what he saw. The

faculty of accurate observation is an exceedingly important

but rare faculty —very, very few possess it. In addition,

these qualifications in a witness of these phenomena are

necessary: honesty, spiritual insight, unfaltering courage to
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36 COMMON SENSE REQUIREMENTS

deny or accept what is presented in obedience to conscience
—to tell just what he observes— the truth, the whole truth,

and nothing but the truth.

The burden of proof lies with Spiritualists who assert

things that are contrary to the common experiences of man

kind. And it is to be remembered that it is a
Spiritualists

Should lazv man s hypothesis that refers to spirits

Hake Inves- everything in the seance-room that is difficult
tigation ^0 understand. Spiritualists must reverse

y' their methods. They now usually block the

way to investigation ; they should lead the way ; they should

give weight to the following demands :

1 . That every medium stand a critical examination as to

his or her mediumship, and that those who stand such ex

amination be given certificates, which certificates are to be

on exhibition in the s&nce-room.

2. That leading Spiritualists have nothing to do with a

medium who will not submit to such conditions as will make

fraud impossible. These seances must not be only upon-

honor affairs. The requirement should be carried even so far

as to recognize that it is not reasonable for a materialized

spirit to refuse always to permit himself to be led back to the

cabinet, and with arms about him, to dematerialize.

Turn on the searchlight of critical investigation in all
fulness. Insist that everything be done in the open that is

possible to be thus done—in full daylight.

If fraud is discovered, let exposure be public and unpity-

ing, no matter whose feelings or interests are hurt.

Will not mediums permit a word of exhortation from a

well-wisher? Be content to fail. If you can give only little

phenomena, say so. Do not determine to give more phe

nomena than any other medium or satisfy morbidly increas

ing desires for more and more. Be just what you are. If
you can't be a loaf, be a slice, be a crumb; be honest.

And do not be oversensitive or too impatient for recognition

of what you deem your just claims, or for your reward. Re
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APPEAL TO MEDIUMS 37

member, idealists and reformers do not get their pay every

Saturday night ; in the Hall of Fame books are not promptly

posted. A wit once said of Horace Greeley : He made and

unmade more Presidents than any other man living, and his

reward "
was permanent Secretary of the Exterior, in charge

of the thermometer.
" As Luther passed through an ante

chamber to face the Diet at Worms, George of Freunsberg,

a brave German knight, placed his hand on his shoulder,

saying :

" Little Monk, you are about to face what neither 1 nor the bravest

soldier, whose trade is war, ever faced on the battle-field. If thy heart is

right and thy cause is just, go on in God's name and He will not forsake

thee."

If Spiritualists know that they have a vision others have not ;

if it can be said of them as Cromwell said of his army, They
know what they want and love what they know, they can

afford to be patient and brave, remembering the words of

John Fiske :
" Keep pegging away ; this is not an overintelli-

gent age." The swine dominates in the average man, and

we know the hog—his ears are pulled off to get him to the

trough, and his tail to get him away.
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II

WAYS IN WHICH SOME NON-SPIRITUALISTS
PREDISPOSE THEMSELVES UNFAVORABLY
—HINDERING OPINIONS AND DISPOSITIONS

I. That for intelligences who belong to another
world and are back of our consciousness and beyond
the control of our laws and police and public opinion, to
be permitted to interfere with the affairs of this world
would endanger our free-agency.

This interference is denounced as
" control by a superior

force," an "impertinence," a "battering down of the accus

tomed order of things," the application of "
a spiritual dyna

mite to our ideas of the universe, of God, of our relations to

our fellows," "
a general disintegration and unhinging of our

free will as applied to ourselves and the affairs of earth."

If all this be true, the objection is conclusive, for that

which destroys free will destroys liberty, and with that gone,

nothing in existence is worth the having ; hence, as the uni

verse works for good, the spirit hypothesis must be erroneous.

We come into consciousness, says Emer-

^ft^ son, on a stairway. It is for us to say whether
Individual

a Free Agent. we sna^ £o Up or down. Good is the free

will choosing of what is right ; evil is the free

will choosing of what is wrong. No dagger can injure my

individuality except sin ; and no hand can wield that dagger

except mine.
"

Stone walls do not a prison make,

Nor iron bars a cage."

The subjection of the higher nature to the lower, the lack of

love for our fellows, for truth — these are bars out of which
our prisons are made. We can not think, try as we will, of

38
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INDIVIDUALITY INVIOLATE 39

this being otherwise on either side of the grave—that is, if
we really think.

As there is but one God, the moral universe must be a

unit. Its framework is truth, goodness its steel skeleton.

Rust can never corrode it ; fires never melt it ; age never

cause decay, nor weight bend it.

No one living on earth can affect the character of another

except by the other's consent.

Christ met two blind men who desired Him to cure them

(Matt. ix. 27-31): "Believe ye," said He to them, "that I
am able to do this ?

" This was not idle talk, no device for

compliment, but an effort to secure the active consent of

their subconscious mind. This real self, which dominates

in us all, replied :
" Yea, Lord." When He had secured this

free consent of their unconscious minds, He said, " Accord

ing to your faith," your free consent, "
be it unto you

"
; and

He added : See that you do not speak of this before others,

for they may deride your credulity and lead you to doubt the

reality of this cure, and thus your consent will be weakened

and you relapse. There was not a single thing done by this
Ambassador from the spirit world, Christ, in violation of the

free-agency of these blind men.

When Christ and the apostles lived, spirits held direct

communication with earth. Moses and Elias, who had passed

from earth hundreds of years before, were with

Christ on the Mount and talked with Him Intramundane

about things that were shortly to take place at .
ommu"

0 J r nications in
Jerusalem. Angels rolled back the stone and Bible Times,

met the women at the sepulcher, and came to

Paul and Peter in prison. In what way did the spirit com

munications violate free will ? After the days of the apostles,

spirit communication became largely a memory, a tradition,

an argument. Was this loss of spirit communication neces

sary? If spirits once communed without injury to man's

liberty, why not now, and now as then supply such facts as

proof of the existence of the immaterial world ?
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40 SERVICE MEASURES GREATNESS

Why should it seem unreasonable to us that there are in

telligences immeasurably above us who are producing great

results on earth, back usually of our consciousness, in har

mony with the laws of evolution and of free-agency? Why
is it necessary to believe that this is the first series of evolu

tion? Is it not more reasonable to believe that there has

been a countless series of them ? Eternity is a long while—
no beginning, always an eternity, count from when you will,
count forward or backward. Who can think of a past eter

nity in which nothing took place? May there not be spirits
who have been evolving billions and billions and cycles of

trillions of years ? Is it unthinkable —were we to accept the

theory that Christ was not God —that one of these devel

oped spirits knew how to materialize as Christ
Was Christ ji^ and came into this world having power to

Spirit? ^av down His body and to take it again; that

He came down from the Father, to reveal the

Father and exalted spirit life to man ? It is not what God

has that makes Him God, but what He gives. It is not the

power a spirit has over us that makes it an exalted spirit, but

his ability to unfold the free individuality of those below him.

It is compassion, love, that is the measure of greatness in the

inner world ; and compassion, love, work not toward bondage,

but toward freedom. The truth makes us free. It is this

spirit that dwelt in Him that makes the life of Je%us the

gentlest memory of the ages ; and this that makes that mem

ory age toward youth —

"The ages sweep around Him with their wings,
Like angered eagles cheated of their prey.*

Here is a curious incident which I witnessed in a seance-

room. In the circle was a Mr. L., whose wife was dead.

Mr. L. was an ardent Spiritualist and was having a conversa

tion with what purported to be the spirit of his wife, when

we heard from the cabinet a protesting voice, saying,
" Don't,
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A CURIOUS INCIDENT 41

don't !
" and the voice of a "

negro spirit "
known as

" Aunt
Eliza "

began talking, and it appeared that Aunt Eliza had

crowded out the spirit of Mrs. L. Mr. L. protested, telling
Aunt Eliza she must not do this, and the following conversa

tion took place :

Aunt Eliza :
" Oh, I wanted a chance to talk."

Mr. L. :
" But my wife was talking first, and you have a

chance to talk every evening, and my wife has not talked for
four weeks."

Aunt E.: " It is all right.
"

Mr. L. :
" But it is not all right ; my wife always was

considerate, modest, non-assertive, yielding. It seems that

you use brute force on your side as well as do mortals

on this."
Aunt Eliza held the fort, but when she left she was curt

and did not come back for weeks.

If this was really what it claimed to be, a conflict of

spirits, it seems that spirits retain their mentality, character,

individuality, in crossing the death line, and

the outer nature there as here can be domi- Was This a
Conflict

nated— the outer nature, but not necessarily of spirit p

the real, the inner nature, the true self. The

individuality can be dominated neither here nor there. It is

the universal teaching in the seance-room, as far as my ex

perience reaches, that man after death still has a body—an

outer and an inner nature, a " spirit body," far more sensi

tive, subtle, and refined than the one he had on earth, invis
ible to earthly eyes, but as real as earthly bodies. The outer

nature there as here may be oppressed, but the inner nature
—the true self —there and here is forever inviolable, except

by consent.

If Spiritualism will be able to carry out the purpose that

so-called spirits claim for it
,

in the near future other intelli

gences than men in the flesh will participate in a large effec

tive way in human affairs — foreign intelligences who are not

subject to earthly control in the same way as are earthly in
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4a "SUBPENA GABRIEL"

telligences.
" Catch me if you can," said the dying Socrates

to his friends.

The breaking into this world of another world of intelli

gences who shall have influence over but not
Interference , .... ,.
of Foreign De responsible to us is a startling suggestion.

Intelligences To believe ourselves to be in the presence of
in Earthly other folks, folks who have not bodies as have

we, and whose power we can not gage, con

fuses and dismays us.

A lawyer was told by his client, who was a Spiritualist,
that he had been visited by Gabriel in a dream and told cer

tain things.
" Very well," said the lawyer, without looking

up,
" subpena Gabriel." Yes ; but how enforce your subpena ?

Says Shakespeare's Hotspur, in reply to one who boasted

that he could call " Spirits from the vasty deep,"

" Why, so can I or so can any man ;

But will they come when you do call for them?"

We are asked to establish relations with foreign powers, with
a foreign world. What is the bearing of those powers to

ward us ; what are their intentions ?

But is this a correct statement of the case? Is it not

the purpose of Spiritualism simply to make known to our

consciousness a relationship that already exists, not to create

that relationship ? Is it true that these spirits are not ame

nable to law, to the higher, the real law that governs—a law

far more effective than ours, neither coarse nor clumsy, a

law that never fails in its execution? The higher intelli

gences control absolutely and prevent the lower from work

ing harm, except to themselves; and even the self-inflicted
harm, in a broad way, they overrule. The potent part of this

foreign power is friendly.
I repeat, the visible participation in earthly affairs of out

side intelligences is not new. The two men who visited
Lot had power to pull Lot inside the door and close the door

and strike with blindness the citizens outside, and yet these
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MAN'S BLIND CONCEIT 43

two men were not amenable to the laws of Sodom. So

Jesus was taken in the spirit and carried to the mountaintop

and to the Temple; an angel struck helpless the band of

Roman soldiers at the sepulcher, and spirits opened prison

doors that had been closed by the governmental authorities

and set free Paul and Silas. The spirit world does partici

pate, so this argument proves so much that, if true, it would

compel us to let go many things that we already religiously
believe. As says Milton :

" Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth

Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep."

In our blindness and conceit we greatly overestimate our

power of control on this earth. It is altogether likely that

the system of law that governs the psychic world is per

fect and that this government already greatly influences on

earth through the psychic powers of men. We are pressed

upon from a thousand sides. Our consciousness is single-

eyed, and that eye is very limited in its vision. Sooner or

later we must put our hand into the hand of the Infinite, and

like a little child suffer ourselves to be led. To do this is to

be in the kingdom of God.

Yet, on the other hand, with some there is already too

great aptness to attribute to
"

foreign powers
"

the successes

and failures in life. Benjamin F. Butler is said to have

humorously chided Fate for so directing his affairs that in

his later years he never had

"a slice of bread,

However good and wide,

But that it fell on the sanded floor
And always on the buttered side."

A careful student of Mr. Butler's physical, mental, and moral

make-up is apt to find in them very largely the springs of his

mishaps.
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44 TRIVIAL "SPIRIT" TALK

2. That these phenomena conflict with the commonly
accepted ideas of death and the spirit world—are often
commonplace, trivial, repellent.

Among the many notes illustrative of this objection which

I have preserved of " spirit talks," I take the following al

most at random. They have an earthly, familiar sound :

Doctor R. :
" Have you not a message for me to take to

Professor H. ?
"

" No ; let Professor H. come and get it. But I have

something for you.
"

" I wish to take a message to Professor H."
" I have already told you, let him come after it. Well,

some men go round and round a peg to which they have tied

themselves, and think it an oak. I will give you nothing."

A child control :
" Mr. K., you are soon going far West

—to California. "

Mr. K. :
" It is true ; but how did you know that ?

"

Control :
" Why, I just pulled it out of the top of your

head
"

; and the control laughed.

One who was announced as a spirit and spoke for some

time on the value of liberty of thought as more important

than liberty of body, and of the cowardice of
Thomas "

a Targe part of the clergy
" in not giving ex-

... .
"

pression to their full conceptions of truth, was

Memory. asked his name. He replied :
" Why should

I give it ? If I give it, it will prejudice you

against the truths I have told you, for few can judge truth

on its own merit." I said: "No, it will not prejudice us.

Kindly let us have your name."

Spirit, after a moment's hesitation :
" My name is Thomas

Paine."

Thereupon I said :
" If you are Thomas Paine, would you

not give us proof of it ?
"

" In what way ?
"
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"THOMAS PAINE'S" QUANDARY 45

" Tell us the date of your birth, date of death, and where

buried."
" I shall tell you at your next meeting."
" Can you not tell now ? If you wait until the next meet

ing, skeptics will be apt to say the medium consulted an

encyclopedia and thus got these facts."
" I will not consult an encyclopedia."
" That may be, but how make the public believe that

somebody did not if you postpone answer?
"

After a silence of about two minutes :
" I can not now

remember. When spirits come within earth conditions, it is

like an earth person entering a trance state. The faculties

become benumbed. You can not realize the difficulties
which we must surmount to communicate at all with those

who are in the flesh. Good-night."
This is a fairly good illustration of the unsatisfactoriness

of not a little of the so-called spirit talk.

On one occasion a
" spirit "

was speaking who we were

told afterward by the control was Lucretia Mott. When
asked her name she could not give it

,

and finally said :

" I

have forgotten my earth name."

One who was recognized by a mother as her little girl
who had passed from life several years before, called for her

mother to come to the curtain. The mother asked if she

might kiss her. " Yes," she said, " but you won't mind if

my face is cold ?

" The mother kissed her, and told the

circle that her face was cold as that of a corpse. This cold

effect may be produced easily by a dishonest medium through

rubbing a bit of ice or some chemicals on the face of the

confederate who impersonates the spirit.

Priests at these circles often appeared as rigidly Catholic
as when on earth, and Protestant preachers as rigidly Prot

estant.

A negro of the extreme Southern-plantation type came

frequently through a New York medium whose circles I

attended. She talked a broad negro dialect and was full
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46 VERY HUMAN

of a very earthly negro humor. She often asked the circle

to join her in singing "
Jim Crow

"
and " Dixie Land," and

at times would dance a hoedown; yet she

A Negro would often surprise us by the strange incon-

sP^Wh0 gmity of "lofty talks." One evening she

Human. said— it is quite likely that I do not give with
exactness what seemed to be her perfect plan

tation dialect :
" I wants ter tell y'all yo's got ter b'leibe

in Gawd, kase my teacher, she lows ef we b'leibe in sump'm

n'udder sfio 'nough, we's gwine tu'n in an' be jes lak it some

day."
" Why, auntie," I said, " I thought you told us at our

last circle that you did not know whether there was a God.
"

"No, I did'n say dat, n'udder; yo' ax me ef I ebber
' seed' Gawd, an* I sez

' No'; kase dat's de trufe; I ain't
nebber seed 'im. I sez I wa'nt bleeged ter prayhyah —whut

I gwine pray fur?— I's got eber'ting I wants; I's jest chuck

full o' happiness."
" But, auntie, have you seen God ?

"

"No, 'cose I ain't seed 'im; ain't nobody seed 'im 's I
knows 'bout. My teacher, she say I gwine see Gawd some

time when I '
grows,' but I don' 'zackly know 'bout dat —

kase I's done growed, an' I ain't seed 'im yit."
A spirit control said to one who did not respond quickly :

" If you are stupid we must pass you by."

Glimpses of the spirit world as such talks reveal give

the average man a recoil, a shuddering that is apt to end in

disgust. If these are genuine spirit talks, we must recast

our notions of much of the spirit world, for that world then

is very different from what some of us were led to expect

when we were taught to sing :

I want to be an angel and with the angels stand,

A crown upon my forehead, a harp within my hand.

I must do a little moralizing here at the risk of being

thought doing some special pleading, a "
helping out the
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DEATH CHANGES LITTLE 47

spirits," for right here I think we skeptics do much incon
clusive reasoning.

We are shocked to find that spirits are folks just as we

are, the same as they were when they lived on earth.

These spirits seem to be altogether too natural and hu

man ; but what should we expect ? Are we quite sure that
we are right in believing that at death we are

, , . , . , , , Character a
changed instantly into angels; that there is Growth
some magical virtue in death which transforms on Both Sides

character? Character is a growth, a slow of the

growth, wholly dependent upon free choice.

That is the invariable law of character growth in this life.
Is this law changed at death ? Who can think of the growth
of character except in harmony with this law ? The inner
nature, the real self, by getting rid of this outer husk, may
not thereby be able to change the law by which it here

grows. Death may make spiritual growth more rapid, but is

it at all probable that this growth will cease to depend upon
our choice and effort ?

Whether Spiritualism is true or false, is it reasonable
to believe that spirits are omniscient or that they are alto

gether good? We must not judge the "out- --. -.
put

"
of the seance- room too hastily. We ask Spirits

a question, and we are surprised to find that and Lying

the spirits do not know or that they prevari-
Ones,

cate, tell white and even black lies, that they mischievously
lead us on wild-goose chases, and laugh at us just as folks

in the flesh often do at one another. We say that we do

not like this weakness in the spirit world; but what if this

is one of the things that spirit communication is to teach—
this one thing, that death does not change character?

There are many mansions in the spirit kingdom, quite

likely many more than there are in this earthly kingdom.

While in the flesh, men live in wholly different worlds. The

ignorant do not get a glimpse of the learned. Darwin said he

had ceased to have any interest in poetry, painting, music, and
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48 THE MANY MANSIONS

yet these latter were the home worlds of Tennyson, Ruskin,

Wagner. After these men slipped out of their husks, many

of the marks by which they knew each other would no longer

be seen. The Master said in effect to His disciples: "In
my Father's house are many mansions. I will so develop

you that you will be like unto Me and hence be where I am,

and we shall recognize one another and be comrades one of

another, for we shall be like one to the other. In that day

many will say unto Me, Lord, Lord, whom I shall not know,

for no man can be where I am who does not do the will of

the Father and thus grow by exercise the faculties that make

him like unto Me; for in that world what you are will de

termine your dwelling and recognition."

Really when we come to think of it
,

what " sense or rea

son
" is there to expect that a soul on entering the other

world will break out a blaze of goodness, intelligence, ge

nius ? Neither analogy nor the law of the growth of our

inner nature gives the slightest basis for this expectation.

Our general idea of heaven makes personalities there as

indistinct as the rivulets in the ocean. Common sense

should be shot through our thinking about the other world.

After all, why should we be shocked when

Mansions • to^ ^at sP'"ts are folks to be talked to, rea-

Many soned with, exactly the same as mortals ? We
Personalities are apt t0 think of a dead man as either hence-

Other World fortn a devil or an angel. Quite likely he is

neither, but is as he was, only now he is out

side of his earthly tabernacle, which was something our phys

ical senses could take cognizance of. He is a ghost; yes,

but what are we but ghosts walking around clothed with flesh

and skin?
In John's account of the resurrection we read that Mary

looked into the sepulcher and saw two angels, one at the feet

and one at the head where Jesus had lain, and they reasoned

with her, and one of the angels was a young man, and when

she had turned around she saw a man standing there in such
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HOW GOD IS SEEN 49

a human fashion that she took him at first for the gardener.

And when she finally recognized the Master, He said :

" Touch me not ; for I am not yet ascended to my Father,

. . . my God and your God." Yet He had passed the death

line. He, notwithstanding, had come again upon the plane

of the physical senses and was recognized as a

man. He had not ascended to the Father. It Spirit

required some other ascent through the spirit Descent

7 , . . , _ .
_

, a Complicated
spheres for a spirit to reach the Father. Transaction.
Hence " Aunt Eliza "

may not have been so

absurdly wrong when she declared that tho a spirit she had

not seen God. For a spirit to come down from the Father
and to ascend to the Father is a complicated and comprehen

sive transaction —not simply the passing of the death line, as

we usually think. The pure in heart see God. To become

pure in heart is a stupendous change. Who can analyze

the process ? Who can measure the distance between purity
and impurity ? Existence becomes more and more compli
cated, every step upward.

It was very, very hard for Laura Bridgman and Helen
Keller to grasp the thought that there was another world,

that beside their world of touch and smell and taste there

was a world of sound and sight and of intelligence far greater

than their world and that interpenetrated their own. When
the walls of darkness first began to give way the thought

quite likely seemed to them uncanny, unreal. But then

other intelligences did exist, and it was a complicated matter

for father, mother, friends, to make themselves known, to

communicate with these unfortunates, to enter their world.

Why then should the thought be an a priori absurdity
that we too are in a dungeon, and that another world of

intelligences is in contact with our own—a world of men

and women like ourselves, with other senses doing duty,
senses which we have in rudimentary form —a world that

interpenetrates our own ?

Seeing the multitude the king had sent out against them,
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50 HELEN KELLER'S EXPERIENCE

the servant cried to Elisha, " Alas, my master ! how shall

we do? And he answered, Fear not; for they that be

with us are more than they that be with them. And Elisha

prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he

may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man,

and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of horses

and chariots of fire round about Elisha." '

What if these other intelligences are thus real and are

asking us to exercise the common sense exercised by Laura

Bridgman and Helen Keller, exercised by them greatly to

their advantage and to the everlasting credit of their intelli

gence ?

Is not he alone the wise skeptic who, in an affair of such

moment as this possibly may turn out to be, scrutinizes again

and again the foundations of his skepticism?

3. That these phenomena are the work of conjurers.

I know that there are men so skilled in sleight-of-hand

and in ventriloquism that they can outwit my eyes and ears

and make seem true what is not. How am I to know that

the medium I am watching is not a trickster who has learned

the art of jugglery? Am I to believe every trick a truth

simply because I can not understand it ?

I have sat before Signor Blitz and Hermann and Harry
Kellar and could not explain one trick in ten, yet I knew that

they were tricks. Kellar was before the Seybert Commission'

of the University of Pennsylvania, and gave exhibitions in

slate-writing which they could not explain,
Ease with altno he tol(j them in advance that what he

Conjurers would do would be simply tricks.

Deceive. There is much force in this objection—
that the average man is no match whatever for

a tricky medium who has had years of experience in prac

tising sleight-of-hand. I have seen many, many so-called

1 a Kings vi. 15-17.
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SLEIGHT-OF-HAND 51

mediums of this description who easily deceive the "elect"
Spiritualist —the man who does not object to being fooled
—and even many a man who makes loud boast that his

"eye teeth are cut." There are tricks of the juggler here

in profusion, but is there anything else ? This is a question

that professional conjurers should be able to answer much

better than laymen, especially those conjurers who by their

expertness have secured world-wide reputation.

What say they ?

Professor Sidgwick, of Cambridge University, England,

and for many years president of The Society for Psychical

Research, said :
* " We can no longer be told offhand that all

the marvels recorded by Mr. Crookes, Professor Zollner, and

others are easy conjuring tricks, because we have the uncon

trovertible evidence of conjurers to the contrary.
"

That there is a force here that baffles conjurers the fol

lowing would seem well-nigh conclusively to show :
*

Testimony of Robert Houdin.

[A half century ago Robert Houdin was the leading prestidigitator
in the world ; he was perhaps the greatest who has ever lived.]

The Marquis Endes de Mirville published during the lifetime of
Houdin two letters from the latter, in his " Memoire address^ a MM. les

membres de rAcademie des Sciences Morales et Politiques, sur un grand

nombre de phenomenes merveilleux inteVessant egalement la Religion, la

Science, et les hommes du Monde," in which the conjurer confesses his
inability to explain the phenomena he witnessed in the presence of Alexis,
the* clairvoyant. A circumstantial account is given of M. de Mirville's
visit to Houdin for the purpose of engaging him in this investigation, of
the latter's confidence in his own ability to detect the trick, and of what
took place at the seance, the conditions of which were entirely under

1 S. P. R. Reports, vol. lv., Part z., p. im.
* These statements of Houdin, Kellar, and Bellachini were collected by Rev.

Stainton Moses and after careful examination were published by him in his paper
Light, London, December i1, 1885. In a recent letter to me E. Dawson Rogers, the

present editor of Light, referring to the compilation of these letters by Mr. Moses,
says that Mr. Moses was a very cautious man, and "his accuracy in these letters
can be be relied on." P. W. H. Meyers in his great work, " Human Personality,"
speaks in the highest terms of the integrity of Mr. Moses with whom he has been
for a long while closely associated. I am not aware that a denial has anywhere
appeared of the authenticity of these letters.
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52 HOUDIN ASTONISHED

Houdin's control. This account extends over twelve pages, and its accu

racy is confirmed by Houdin in the first of the documents now translated :

" Altho very far from accepting the eulogies which M. is good
enough to bestow upon me, and especially insisting that I am not at all
committed to opinions either in favor of magnetism or against it

, I can

nevertheless not refrain from declaring that the facts above reported are

entirely correct (sont de la plus compute exactitude), and that the more I

reflect upon them, the more impossible Ifind it to rank them among those

which belong to my art and profession.

"4th May, 1847. Robert Houdin."

A fortnight later, M. de Mirville received another letter, in which the

following, referring to another seance, occurs :

" I have, therefore, returned from this seance as astonished as it is

possible to be, and persuaded that it is utterly impossible that chance or
skill could ever produce effects so -wonderful (tout a fait impossible que le

hasardou I 'adresse puisse jamais produire des effets aussi merveilleux).
" I am, monsieur, etc.,

" May 16, 1847. (Signed) Robert Houdin."

Testimony of Harry Kellar.

Harry Kellar, a distinguished professor of legerdemain, investigated

the slate-writing phenomena which occurred in the presence of Mr.
Eglinton, at Calcutta, in January, 1882, and on the 25th of that month he

addressed a letter to the editor of The Indian Daily News, in which he

said:
" In your issue of the 13th January I stated that I should be glad of an

opportunity of participating in a seance, with a view of giving an unbiased

opinion as to whether, in my capacity of a professional prestidigitator, I

could give a natural explanation of effects said to be produced by spiri
tual aid.

"lam indebted to the courtesy of Mr. Eglinton, the Spiritualistic me

dium now in Calcutta, and of his host, Mr. J. Meugens, for affording me

the opportunity I craved.
" It is needless to say I went as a skeptic, but I must own that I have

come away utterly unable to explain by any natural means the phenomena

that I witnessed on Tuesday evening. I will give a brief description of
what took place."

After describing several successful experiments, Mr. Kellar proceeds :

"In respect to the above manifestations, I can only say that I do not

expect my account of them to gain general credence. Forty-eight hours
before I should not have believed any one who described such manifesta

tions under similar circumstances. I still remain a skeptic as regards

G
e
n
e
ra

te
d
 f

o
r 

Jo
h
n
 P

a
tr

ic
k 

D
e
v
e
n
e
y
 (

U
n
iv

e
rs

it
y
 o

f 
C

h
ic

a
g

o
) 

o
n
 2

0
1

5
-0

6
-0

7
 1

6
:5

0
 G

M
T
  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/h
d
l.
h
a
n
d
le

.n
e
t/

2
0

2
7

/n
y
p
.3

3
4

3
3

0
6

8
1

7
7

9
1

8
P
u
b
lic

 D
o
m

a
in

 i
n
 t

h
e
 U

n
it

e
d

 S
ta

te
s,

 G
o
o
g

le
-d

ig
it

iz
e
d

  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/w
w

w
.h

a
th

it
ru

st
.o

rg
/a

cc
e
ss

_u
se

#
p
d
-u

s-
g
o
o
g
le



PRESTIDIGITATION INADEQUATE 53

Spiritualism, but I repeat my inability to explain or account for what
must have been an intelligent force that produced the writing on the slate,
which, if my senses are to be relied on, was in no way the result of trick
ery or sleight-of-hand."

On the 30th of the same month Mr. Kellar addressed another letter to
The Indian Daily News, reporting some experiences of another kind with
Mr. Eglinton, and regarding which he said:

"In conclusion, let me state that after a most stringent trial and strict
scrutiny of these wonderful experiences I can arrive at no other conclu
sion than that there was no trace of trickery in any form, nor was there
in the room any mechanism or machinery by which could be produced
the phenomena which had taken place. The ordinary mode by which
Maskelyneand other conjurers imitate levitation or the floating test could
not possibly be done in the room in which we were assembled."

These letters of Kellar's were written after several
"

exposures
"

had been published of the ways in which Eglin
ton performed his " tricks."

Shortly after the arrest and conviction in England of the

famous medium, Henry Slade, some influential people in
Berlin, several of whom were members of the aristocracy,

requested the court prestidigitator, Bellachini, to have pri
vate sittings with Slade and report whether or not his phe

nomena were sleight-of-hand tricks. The published affidavit

of Bellachini as given below created widespread comment :

Testimony of Samuel Bellachini.

Court Conjurer at Berlin.

" I hereby declare it to be a rash action after only one sitting and the
observations so made to give decisive judgment upon the objective
medial performance of the American medium, Mr. Henry Slade. After
I had, at the wish of several highly esteemed gentlemen of rank and posi
tion, and also for my own interest, tested the physical mediumship of
Mr. Slade, in a series of sittings by full daylight, as well as in the eve
ning in his bedroom, I must, for the sake of truth, hereby certify that the
phenomenal occurrences with Mr. Slade have been thoroughly examined

by me with the minutest observation and investigation of his surround-
ngs, including the table, and that I have not in the smallest degree found

anything to be produced by means of prestidigitative manifestations or
by mechanical apparatus ; and that any explanation of the experiments
which took place under the circumstances and conditions then obtaining
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54 "SPIRITS" CONTRADICTORY

by any reference to prestidigation is absolutely impossible. It must rest

with such men of science as Crookes and Wallace in London, Perty in
Berne, Butlerof in St. Petersburg, to search for the explanation of this
phenomenal power and to prove its reality. I declare, moreover, the

published opinions of laymen as to the ' How ' of this subject to be pre

mature and, according to my view and experience, false and one-sided.
This, my declaration, is signed and executed before a notary and wit
nesses. (Signed) Samuel Bellachini.

" Berlin, December 6, 1877."

Professor Carpenter, an expert lecturer on hypnotism and

practical demonstrator, well known throughout the United
States, was convinced that there was a radical difference be

tween the hypnotic state and the state of a medium in a

trance. Professor Carpenter finally announced himself a be

liever in the reality of Spiritualism.
On the other hand, there have been conjurers, as Maske-

lyne and Cook, who claimed ability to duplicate the phenom

ena produced in the presence of mediums ; and many conjurers

during the past half-century have made exposures of me-

diumistic tricks a drawing-card. The Society for Psychical

Research records a number of these exposures. Spiritualists
claim'that these are not duplications, but imitations and coun

terfeits, as were the magicians' tricks before Pharaoh, to

bring into contempt the marvels which Moses wrought.

4. That communications from the seance-rooms are
often contradictory to each other.

Within twenty-four hours of the time Thomson J. Hud
son (the author of " The Law of Psychic Phenomena ") died,

a friend, whom I had requested to attend a circle in Chicago,

was told by "a spirit control
"

that Hudson had just passed

into the spirit world and was so confused that

Thomson J. " ne had to be treated in a hospital." After-
Hudson ward I inquired at a circle in New York as to

Returned the tmth of this The answer was . « Not
Since Death P

so ; he can not be in a hospital, for no such

treatment is given spirits that come over from earth. Every
thing here is so easily understood and so natural that no one
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"YES" AND "NO" 55

is bewildered." A friend tells me that at a Boston circle
" Hudson himself appeared and expressed regrets for the great

mistake he made in his denial of spirit communication."

This also was within a few days of his death. He evidently

got through in a short time with his hospital experience.

At seances I have witnessed contradictions of which the

following is typical :

Spirit control :
" Dr. F , I see that you are crowded

in that corner."
" Yes ; can you see me clearly ?

"

"Oh, yes."
" Can you tell me what I have in my hand ?

"

"No; I can not see it distinctly."
" Look again ; I have my hand now open."
" I can not be sure, as I do not see perfectly in your at

mosphere."

A gentleman was present with me at a circle in New
York, having with him his little daughter. His wife, lately

deceased, was announced as present, and soon appeared in
materialized form in front of the curtain. The little daugh

ter was called up and kissed. The husband was also called

to the curtain, and he greeted the form as that of his wife.

This "spirit wife" also greeted me as one who had been

acquainted with her when in the flesh.

The following Wednesday, at another circle in the same

city, the husband and myself being present, we were greeted

by the supposed spirit of the same wife and mother. When
asked if she had appeared to us at another circle the previous

week, she said :
" No, I was not there." Evidently some of

these "spirits "
"drop stitches."

There seems to be a Babel of voices in the beyond as well

as here. Every phase of theological doctrine

appears to have its advocate —except possibly ._ae
that of endless punishment. The brotherhood

of man and the Fatherhood of God every
" spirit talker

"

believes in and advocates with enthusiasm; but when it
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56 BABEL OF VOICES

comes to Christ's miraculous birth, the atonement, and the

full inspiration of the Bible, there is a division almost as well
marked as we find on this side of the grave.

It is hard to get rid of the thought that the Zeitgeist

largely determines the talk. To one who accepts the Spiri
tualistic theory this must be a disappointment. With death,

most of us think that we shall be rid of these battles. " Here
we see through a glass darkly," but not so there; that has

been our belief.

What is the best explanation Spiritualism can give of

this lack of consistency and unanimity beyond the grave? I
put the matter before a spirit control, with the following
result :

Question :
" Are we not justified in concluding a medium

to be fraudulent if the utterances concerning the spirit world
that come through her are contradictory ?

"

Answer :
" No ; it may be simply a mistake. The spirit

world is not some great temple or other place that can be

measured with mathematical precision, to be
A Spirit reported with exactness ; it is a life, a condi-

^f ^a
10n

t'on' a Srowtn, an experience. What a man

tradictions. sees depends very much on what he is. How
could a horse report the inner life of a Mozart,

or a Mendelssohn, or a Shakespeare ? No two men could pos

sibly give the same portrait of the inner life of a third man.

No one truth contradicts another truth. All facts are recon

cilable with each other, but our interpretations of truths or

facts do often contradict.
"

Hence, if we are to believe this control, and what he says

seems reasonable, a contradiction may be proof only that a

mistake has been made, but not certain proof that spirits are

not talking with us. Take this illustration from Helen
Keller's early life. She got often wrong information, more

often wrong impressions through her means of communica

tion, which were clumsy and uncertain. It was a Babel of

voices also that came to her from this, to her, the unknown
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