












































Secret Sociefies

olden days when the poorest classes were com-
pletely unlettered ? ‘The “Encyclopadia” and
the works of economists and philosophers
made their appeal in intellectual circles, and
those words of reasonableness and light scarcely
could have illumined the mental twilight of the
lower bourgeoisie, much less have penetrated
the darkness in which the peasant classes lived.
Yet the Revolution, as its results testify, was a
national movement towards a new order of
affairs, and not a general declension towards
anarchy. Therefore, since a spontaneous up-
heaval is unthinkable, and the history of smaller
revolutions leads us to infer that revolution is
always the result of associative agitation, it
probably originated in a certain co-ordination or
ideas and doctrines. These ideas and doctrines
must have been widely diffused and widely
apprehended, yet they could not have been
spread by ordinary demagogic means; for not
only was freedom of speech prohibited, but it
was illegal to publish unorthodox books. The
publication of the ¢ Encyclopzdia” was for-
bidden in 1759, and both Frederick the Great
and Catherine of Russia offered asylum to its

authors. Till a few years before the Revolution
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Secret Societies

influence, records reveal and attest that the
associative facilities masonic gatherings afforded
were found favourable during the Civil War
to the contriving of Royalists’ plots rather
than to the promotion of Republican schemes.
Charles II. was a mason, James II. was
championed by lodges, and both the Pretenders
instituted rites with the object of accomplishing
their own restoration,

The Legitimists first introduced Freemasonry
into France. Lord Derwentwater, the brother of
the Lord Derwentwater who had been beheaded
in 1716, was one of the earliest masonic mis-
sionaries. Together with Maskelyne, Heguerty,
and others, he founded the first lodge in France
at Dunkerque in 1721, the year in which the
Regent died. Other lodges were inaugurated
in Paris in 1725, all with the intention of
rallying supporters of the Stuart cause. These
were granted charters from London, and were
ruled over by a Grand Master, called Lord
Harnwester, of whom little is known. The
most interesting personality among the Legiti-
mist votaries was Andrew Michael Ramsay,
commonly called the Chevalier. The son of a

baker, he was educated at Edinburgh Univer-
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country. When, however, Frenchmen began
to enrol themselves as masons, and some ex-
clusively French lodges were founded, the
newspapers alarmed the public by announcing
that Freemasonry had become the vogue.
Police regulations were at once issued to pro-
hibit meetings, and Louis XV. forbade gentle-
men his Court, and even threatened with the
Bastille those who attended lodge gatherings.
A zealous commissary of police, Jean de
Lespinay, spying on a meeting held at Chapelot’s
inn, ordered the assembly to dissolve ; but the
Duc d’Antin responded by commanding the
official interloper to retire. He went meekly
enough, but Chapelot was deprived of his
licence a few days later, and fined a thousand
francs. Masons surprised at the Hoétel de
Soissons were imprisoned in Fors I'Evéque,
and notice was given to innkeepers that on
sheltering such gatherings they made them-
selves liable to a fine of three thousand francs.
These edicts stimulated the curiosity of the
public, and every one became inquisitive as
to the aims and objects of the mysterious
association. Mademoiselle Cambon, an opera-

singer, managed to extract a document from
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Secret Societies

council. Swedenborg and Martinez de Pasqually
always regarded masonry as a school of in-
struction, and considered it the elementary and
inferior step that led to the higher mysteries.
In consequence of their teaching it came about
that a great number of sects and rites were
instituted in all parts of Europe, whose unity
consisted in a common masonic initiation, but
whose aims, doctrines, and practices were often
irreconcilable. The Martinézists, or followers
of Martinez de Pasqually, were a distinctively
French sect ; they had lodges in Paris in 1754,
and also at Toulouse, Poitiers, Marseilles, and
other places. The term ¢ Illuminates™ is ap-
plied to them equally with the Swedenborgians,
Martinists, and several germane societies.
Pasqually is said to have been a Rosicrucian
adept. His teaching was theurgic and moral, and
his avowed object was to develop the somnolent
divine faculties in humanity, and to lead man
to enter into communication with the invisible,
by means of ““La Chose,” the enigmatic name
he gave to the highest secret. He is chiefly
interesting as having been the first to permeate
the higher grades of French masonry with

illuminism, an example followed afterwards
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to be given by its more eminent members;
Marmontel and Garat, for example, lectured
on history, La Harpe on literature, Condorcet
and De la Croix on chemistry, Fourcroy and
Sue on anatomy and physiology. The impro-
vised college did not shut its doors during the
Revolution, but changed its name to  Lycée
Républicain.”  Its professors conformed to
Republican usages, and La Harpe was to be
seen lecturing in a red cap.

Some useful institutions seem to have been
evolved out of the conclaves of the ‘ Neut
Soeurs,” including the reformed laws of criminal
procedure embodied in the Code Napoléon.*
The Duc de la Rochefoucauld, translator of the
American Constitution, was an associate of the
lodge, so was Forster, who sailed round the world
with Captain Cook; Brissot, who was later
condemned as leader of the Girondins, Camille
Desmoulins, Fauchet, Romme, Bailly, Rabaud
Saint Etienne, Danton, André Chénier, Dom
Gerle, Paul Jones, Franklin, Guillotin, Cabanis,
Pétion, Sieyés, Cerutti, Hanna, and Voltaire.
Together they form an illustrious company
who, all in their varying ways, took con-

* ¢« Une Loge Magonnique d’avant 1789,” p. 243.
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for them, just as were the decorous fétes held
within the lodges in which both men and women
participated. The entertainments were elegant
and refined, often taking the form of the illus-
tration of a virtue such as benevolence, or of
homage to some humanitarian quality. For
example, one day a lady discovered that a poor
working woman with nine children had added
to her burdens by adopting the orphan of a
friend. The ladies of her lodge were enthu-
siastic at such generosity, and caused the poor
woman to be exhibited at one of their reunions
in a tableau surrounded by the ten children.
After considerable acclamation she was allowed
to go her way with clothes and money presented
by her admirers. ¢ Bienfaisance ” was a par-
ticularly fashionable virtue. "Women of society
raised altars in their rooms dedicated to this
quality. The tone of society, however, was not
wholly sentimental ; it was also reasonable, and
it became the vogue for ladies to attend scientific
lectures ; classes in drawing-rooms on minera-
logy, chemistry, and physics were well attended ;
ladies were no longer painted as goddesses, but
as students, in laboratories, surrounded by tele-
scopes and retorts; Countess Voyer attended
34
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the ¢ Triple Espérance,” at Rheims the ¢ Triple
Union,” at Tours the ¢ Amis de la Vertu”
flourished. Poignant satires on credulity were
delivered at the “Loge de la Parfaite Intelli-
gence > at Liége to which the Prince Bishop and
the greater part of his chapter belonged, and of
which all the office-bearers were dignitaries of
the Church. The system seems to have per-
meated every section of French national life.

Pernetti, a Benedictine, librarian of Frederick
the Great, had founded a Swedenborgian brother-
hood at Avignon, in company with a Polish
noble Gabrionka, who by some is supposed to
have been Cagliostro, and Pernetti is but an ex-
ample of dozens of other missionaries. Every-
where gatherings and associations existed,
separated by rites and by practices, but united in
intention by their common love for and faith in
the creed of brotherhood.

One thing only was needed to transform this
heterogeneous collection of lodges, sects, and
rites into a powerful political lever upon society,
and that was a mind which could devise a
common course of action or a common political
understanding to unite them. Secret idealistic

societies had done a wonderful work in fostering
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first and perhaps the only power in the country.
A consideration of the representative institutions
of France before the Revolution convinces us
of the fact that the actual people were unre-
presented, and moreover that it was unlikely
that they would ever have a voice in the
management of affairs, unless their claims
were enforced by well organised and wide
reaching secret societies. Weishaupt’s scheme
was intended to prevent the bourgeoisie reaping
all the revolutionary harvest. As a disciple of
Rousseau he did not favour the establishment of
commercial supremacy as a substitute for the old
system of autocracy. ¢ Salvation does not lie
where shining thrones are defended by swords,
where the smoke of the censors ascends to
heaven, or where thousands of starving men
pace the rich fields of harvest. The revolution
which is about to break upon us will be sterile if
it is not complete.” He feared that the conces-
sions of kings, and the removal of food taxes,
might delude the people into the belief that all
was well, and he imparted his fear to his disciples.
His object in establishing the Perfectibilists was
the literal realisation of Rousseau’s theories.
He dreamt of and schemed for a day when the
40
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book called the ¢ Code Scrutateur ” was opened,
and all the faults of the candidate, his hates,
loves, confidences, and fears were read out loud.
These had been extracted from the unconscious
victim, or from his friends, by the “insinuating
brethren,” whose business it was to find out
everything about every member of their society.
When all this was over a curtain was drawn
aside, revealing an altar surmounted by a large
crucifix. The candidate was tonsured, vested
with sacerdotal garments, and given the red
Phrygian cap of the epopt, with these words :
““Wear this cap; it means more than the
crown of kings”—a prophecy verified by the
Revolution,

In the lower grades of Illuminism recruits
had no knowledge of such ceremonies. They
were allowed to think that they were supporting
orthodox Christianity and old authorities, and
in this way time was gained for studying the
character of recruits, and unsuitable members
were weeded out. Later on, as they gradually
climbed the ladder of initiation, it was revealed
to them that Jesus had come to teach men
reasonableness and not superstition, and that
His only precepts were love of God and love
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of Prussia and her waiting-women had seen ¢ the
white lady.” Crowds in the market-place of
Leipzig awaited the ghost of wonder-working
Schroepfer, who had shown Louis XV, in a
magic mirror his successor decapitated ; for had
he not promised to reappear to his disciples at
a given moment after death? Interpretations
of the Apocalypse were published, and it was
asserted that yet more ancient prophecies were
about to be fulfilled. Men asked themselves
as they met in their lodges and their homes,
or as they sat round the pool of Mesmer, or
consulted Cazotte, ¢ What would be the end
thereof ? 77 Great changes were in the air;
men felt the fluttering of unseen wings and the
breath of unrecognised forces, their expecta-
tions kept them restless and eager.

One mind at least in France was able to con-
template with calmness the weaving of strange
threads into the texture of society ; and in that
mind was clearly reflected the spirit and ten-
dency of the agitated world of action. Undis-
mayed by portent or prophecy, the unknown
philosopher meditated as he watched the shuttles
darting through the giant loom of the social
system, and gazed on that living tissue through
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securing such men as the magicians for the
furtherance of his purpose.

One of his emissaries, Cagliostro, was known
all over Europe as the’ « Priest of Mystery,”
and nearly every one, however sceptical of his
powers, fell before his personal charm. The
Perfectibilists annexed him and initiated him into
their ritual, as he himself describes, in an under-
ground cave near Frankfort-on-the-Main. At
the initiation he learnt that the first blows of the
Illuminates would be aimed at France, and that
after the fall of that monarchy the Church herself
would be assailed. After receiving instructions
and money from Weishaupt (a secret which he is
said later to have confessed to the Inquisition),
he proceeded to Strasburg, and there led a life
of philanthropy, giving to the poor his money,
to the rich his advice, to the sick his help. He
was veritably adored by the people. When he
went to Paris in 1781 his elegant house in the
Rue Saint Claude was soon besieged by admirers.
His portrait was in great request on medallions
and fans, and his bust in marble and in bronze
figured in the houses of the great with this in-
scription : “Le divin Cagliostro.” He received
his clients in a large room furnished with Oriental
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The Comte de Saint-Germain, another of
Weishaupt’s ambassadors, emerges at intervals
upon the surface of affairs a brilliant and accom-
plished personage, and sinks again to work in
the great secret service, or to sit, as tradition
has it, upon his golden altar in an attitude
of Oriental absorption. Saint-Germain was
probably not only the secret missionary and
entertainer of Louis XV., but also the agent of
masonic and other societies working for the
regeneration of humanity ; one life was probably
only the cloak for the other.

At the great Convention of Masonry held at
Wilhelmsbad in 1782 the Order of the Strict
Observance was suspended, and Von Knigge
disclosed the scheme of Weishaupt to the
assembled representatives of the masonic and
mystical fraternities, Then and there disciples
of Saint-Martin and of Willermooz, as well
as statesmen, scientists, magicians, and magis-
trates from all countries, were converted to
Illuminism. Perfectibilist doctrines percolated
everywhere through the lodges of Europe, and
when the ¢Philaléthes,” at the instigation
of Mirabeau, became the missionary agents
of Illuminism, they preached to already half-
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Réunis.”* Among his auditors were the Duke of
Orleans, Brissot, Condorcet, Savalette, Grégoire,
Garat, Pétion, Babceuf, Barnave, Sieyés, Saint-
Just, Camille Desmoulins, Hébert, Santerre,
Danton, Marat, Chénier, and many other men
whose names are immortalised in the annals of
the Revolution. The charge of actually dissemi-
nating the doctrines throughout France was
given to Bode (Aurelius) and Busch (Bayard).
So well did the Perfectibilist missionaries work
that by 1788 every lodge under the Grand
Orient—and they numbered in that year 629—
is said to have been indoctrinated with the
system of Weishaupt.

From the time or the inoculation of the
Grand Orient of France with the German
doctrines, masonry, from being a simple instru-
ment of tolerance, humanity, and fraternity,
acting in a vague and general manner on the
sentiments of its adherents, became a direct
instrument of social transformation. Plans of
the most practical nature were discussed. A
scheme for recruiting a citizen army was drawn
up, and Savalette de Lange, of the royal
household, is said to have been responsible for

* ¢« Le Couteulx de Canteleu,” p. 168.
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shrank to their smallest esoteric dimensions in
1789, and expanded exoterically as clubs and
popular societies. La Loge des Neuf Sceurs,
for example, became “ La Société Nationale des
Neuf Sceurs,” a club admitting women. The
Grand Orient ceased its direction of affairs.
The old theoretical discussions within the
lodges as to how the Revolution should be
conducted, produced in action the widest diver-
gences, and Jacobins, Girondins, Heébertists,
Dantonists, Robespierrists, in consequence de-
stroyed each other.

It has been the habit for so long to regard
the Revolution as an undefined catastrophe
that it is hardly possible to persuade men that
at least some foreknowledge of its course and
destination existed in the mind of the Illu-
minists. When Cagliostro wrote his celebrated
letter from England in 1787 predicting for
the French people the realisation of the
schemes of the secret societies ; foretelling the
Revolution and the destruction of the Bastille and
monarchy ; the advent of a Prince Egalité, who
would abolish /ettres de cachet ; the convocation
of the States-General ; the destruction of eccle-

siasticism and the substitution of the religion of
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of the self-consciousness of the philosopher of
the Revolution, represents, more than any other
book, the feeling of the mystical aspirants after
a reign of brotherhood and love. It became
the Talmud of such people and the classic
whence they drew their opinions. Religions ?
their very diversity condemns them. Govern-
ments ? their instability, their foolish ways prove
how false is the base on which they rest. All
is wrong, especially criminal law, for it upholds
the monstrous injustice of not only killing guilt
but also repentance. Saint-Martin spoke to
eager ears when he spoke thus to men, men
willing to believe that man alone has created
evil, that God at least must be exonerated from
so monstrous a charge, men willing to work
for that reign of brotherhood which meant the
restoration of man’s lost happiness. A very
curious symbol is preserved in the National
Library in Paris which illustrates the decline of
the sentiment and principle and faith wherein
the Revolution originated. It consists of a
medal struck under the Convention in which
two men regard each other without demon-
stration of affection, and all around runs

the inscription: ‘“Sois mon frére ou je te
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habit of ecclesiastics, influences altogether
malign.

At the great Revolution the doctrines of the
lodges were at last translated from the silent
world of secrecy to the common world of
practice; a few months sufficed to depose
ecclesiasticism from its pedestal and monarchy
from its throne ; to make the army republican,
and the word of Rousseau law. The half-
mystical phantasies of the lodges became the
habits of daily life. ~The Phrygian cap of
the “illuminate” became the headgear of the
populace, and the adoption of the classic appel-
lations used by Spartacus and his Areopagites
the earnest of good citizenship. Past time
was broken with, and a calendar modelled on
those in use among the secret confederates
became the symbol of the new epoch. The
ternaire—Liberty, Equality, Fraternity —in-
stead of merely adorning the meeting-places
of masonic bodies, was stencilled on all the
public buildings of France; and the red banner
which had symbolised universal love within the
lodges was carried by the ragged battalions of
the people on errands of pillage and destruction.

The great subversive work had been silently
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creatures are not known, and no one yet has
made more than plausible suggestions as to the
relation his accomplishments and activities bore
to the central purpose of his life. He has been
called an adventurer, but though discredit is
reflected on him by the word it throws no
particular light on his career. Scepticism and
credulity walked hand in hand in the eighteenth
century, as they do to-day, and many persons
who had cast off the forms of traditional religion
were ready to accord unquestioning reverence
to men who claimed or evidenced the possession
ot supernatural powers, and it is probable that
Saint-Germain made use of this state of affairs
to prosecute his own designs.

It is interesting to remember that while
Voltaire, with his searchlight mind, was illumi-
nating the darker aspects of ecclesiasticism,
while Boulanger and Beccaria were engaging
their keen intellects in unmasking the whole
foundation and structure of superstition,
Cagliostro was dazzling the people by magical
experiments, Cassanova was mystifying audi-
ences, Schroepfer professing, by means of his
famous mirror, to evoke spirits, and Cazotte

practising the art of prophecy. Though the
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A world of new diversion is created for us
by such adventurings as those of Saint-Germain,
and though in the future the enigma of his life
may be solved by some laborious student, at
present it is fraught with all the qualities of
romance. Now and again the curtain which
shrouds his actions is drawn aside, and we are
permitted to see him fiddling in the music room
at Versailles, gossiping with Horace Walpole
in London, sitting in Frederick the Great’s
library at Berlin, or conducting Illuminist meet-
ings in caverns by the Rhine. But the curtain
is often down, and it is only by a process of
induction that the isolated scenes can be strung
together into an intelligible drama of existence.

The travels of the Comte de Saint-Germain
covered a long period of yearsand a great range
of countries. From Persia to France and from
Calcutta to Rome he was known and respected.
Horace Walpole spoke with him in London in
1745 ; Clive knew him in India in 1756
Madame d’Adhémar alleges that she met him
in Paris in 1789, five years after his supposed
death : while other persons pretend to have
held conversations with him in the early nine-

teenth century. He was on familiar and inti-
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his portrait was painted for the Marquis d’Urfé,
and from this picture was made an engraving
on copper by N. Thomas, of Paris (1783).
The intelligent and rather whimsical young
face set above the delicate shoulders gives the
idea that Saint-Germain was but a little man.
The portrait is labelled “ Marquis de S. Ger-
main, der Wundermann.” It was dedicated to
to the Comte de Milly, and beneath it was
inscribed this verse :
Ainsi que Prométhée il déroba le feu

Par qui le monde existe et par qui tout respire ;
La nature & sa voix obéit et se meurt,

§’il n’est pas Dieu lui-méme un Dieu puissant 'inspire.

Though men agreed about his grace of
manner they disagreed as to theories of his
origin, and this may be partly owing to the fact
that he chose to live under so many assumed
names. In Paris, the Hague, London, and
Petersburg he was the Comte de Saint-Germain;
in Genoa and Leghorn, Count Soltykoff ; in
Venice, Count Bellamare or Aymar ; in Milan
and Leipzig, Chevalier Weldon ; in Schwalbach
and Triesdag, Czarogy, which he pointed out
was but the anagram for the family from which
he really sprang—Ragoczy. He told Prince

70






The Comte de Saint-Germain

better to have his baptismal certificate in their
hands, and it is enough to know that he lived
and was well known in Europe from 1742 to
1782 as a man of young and interesting appear-
ance. Queen Christina of Sweden made a wise
observation when she said : ¢ There is no other
youth but vigour of soul and body ; every one
who has this vigour is young, no matter if he
be a hundred years old, and every one who has
it not is old, no matter if his years number but
eighteen.”” All who came in contact with Saint-
Germain noticed that he possessed this vigour
and alertness of body and soul to a remarkable
extent. People thought he lived by virtue of
some charm, for he was never known to eat in
public, to confess to illness or fatigue, or to
grow perceptibly older in looks.

From 1737 to 1742 he was in Asia, at the
Court of the Shah of Persia for a while, after-
wards learning the mysticism and philosophy of
the Orient in secluded mountain monasteries.
It was said that he became an adept, and there
is no doubt that he was in possession of secrets
and knowledge with which the majority of men
are unacquainted. His study of Oriental lan-
guages was profound, his love of the East a
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manner, but with more hurry than was custom-
ary, and with his fingers stopped in his ears. I
can conceive easily that in most men this would
have been a very ungraceful attitude, and I am
afraid it would have been construed into an
ungenteel entrance; but he had a manner that
made everything agreeable. They had been
emptying a cartload of stones just at the door,
to mend the pavement: he threw himself into
a chair and, when the lady asked what was
the matter, he pointed to the place and said,
I am stunned with a whole cartload ot
discords.” ”” *

According to Madame de Pompadour Saint-
Germain made his first appearance in France in
1749. Louis the Fifteenth thought him an
entertaining and agreeable addition to his Court,
and listened to his stories of adventures in
every land and his gossip on the most intimate
affairs of the European chanceries with delight.
No one at the Court knew anything about the
Count’s history, but he seems to have made the
chance acquaintance of Belle Isle and by him to
have been introduced to Madame de Pompadour.

* “London Chronicle,” June 1760.
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to a degree hitherto unknown ; likewise the
dyeing of woollens; wood was dyed in the
most brilliant colours which penetrated through
and through the whole. All this was accom-
plished without the aid of indigo or cochineal,
but with the commonest ingredients and conse-
quently at a very moderate price. He composed
colours for painting, making ultramarine as per-
fect as if made from lapis-lazuli; and he could
destroy the smell of painting oils, and make the
best oil of Provence from the oils of Navette, of
Cobat, and from other oils even worse. I have
in my hand all these productions made under
my own eyes.”

Saint-Germain always attributed his know-
ledge of occult chemistry to his sojourn in
Asia. In 1755 he went to the East again
for the second time, and writing to Count
von Lamberg he said, “1 am indebted for my
knowledge of melting jewels to my second
journey to India. On my first expedition I
had but a very faint idea of this wonderful
secret, and all the experiments I made in
Vienna, Paris, and London were as such
worthless.”

This journey to India was probably under-
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he was ordered to reassume man’s dress and
figure as secretary of embassy at Petersburg.
Saint-Germain was employed on many private
missions by Louis XV., who both trusted his dis-
cretion and admired his wit. His apparent con-
tempt for his fellow creatures pleased the King.
“To entertain any esteem for men, Sire, one must
be neither a confessor, a minister, nor a police
officer,”” he one day remarked. ¢ You may as
well add, Comte,” replied Louis XV., “a king.”

Sated with pleasure and bored with a life in
which no wish, however faint, remained un-
gratified, Louis XV. found great entertainment
after Cardinal Fleury’s death in being his own
minister for foreign affairs. He had been
brought up to trust no one, and it gave him
a sense of security and power to have within
his hands a means of checking his accredited
State officials. In consequence of the way in
which his secret service was organised the King
was often in possession of news earlier than his
ministers, and could hardly refrain from cynical
laughter when belated information was tendered
by them to him on matters of which he was
already cognisant. Negotiations for peace and

alliance were essayed in various countries; men
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Frederick the Great. Choiseul, though he was
unaware of this transaction, was naturally angry
at the favour shown to Saint-Germain by his
master, and determined to compass his down-
fall, and he did not regret the antics of a young
Englishman, Lord Gower, at that time resident
in Paris, who posed as ‘‘der Wundermann,”
boasting that he had been present at the
Council of Trent, and had the secret of im-
mortality, as well as doing all kinds of ridiculous
things which indirectly brought discredit on
Saint-Germain, It seems possible that some
knowledge of the Count’s mission to the
Prussian King may have leaked out, for Vol-
taire, in a letter to that monarch, said :

“Your ministers doubtless are likely to have
a better look-out at Breda than I: Choiseul,
Kaunitz, and Pitt do not tell me their secret.
It is said to be only known by Saint-Germain,
who supped formerly at Trenta with the
Council Fathers, and who will probably have
the honour of seeing your Majesty in the
course of fifty years. He is a man who never
dies and who knows everything.”

Saint-Germain greatly disturbed the peace of
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Chambord, and has enabled him to make a
certain figure in that country. He appeared
for some days at Amsterdam, where he was
much caressed and talked of, and upon the
marriage of Princess Caroline he alighted at the
Hague. The same curiosity created the same
attention to him here. . . . Monsieur d’Affry
treats him with respect and attention, but is
very jealous of him, and did not so much as
renew my acquaintance with him,” *

Saint-Germain discussed the possibilities of
peace with General Yorke, but when the English-
man showed himself secretive and undesirous of
committing himself to a confidential talk the
Count produced two letters from Belle-Isle by
way of credentials. In these letters the English
general remarked that great praise was bestowed
on Saint-Germain. The Count told Yorke that
the King, the Dauphin, Madame de Pompadour,
and the Court desired peace with England, and
that the only two ministers who wished to avoid
this consummation were Choiseul and Bernis.
Yorke did not enjoy confiding in Saint-Germain,

* Lord Holdernesse’s Despatches, 1760. 6818 plut.

P.L. clxviii. 1 (12). * Mitchell Papers,” vol. xv.
86

%
1
l
|
|
1






The Comte de Saint-Germain

to take the orders of the King it is because
I am convinced that no one here would be rash
enough to negotiate a treaty of peace without
the knowledge of your Majesty’s Minister
for Foreign Affairs.”

Other diplomats who met Saint-Germain at
the Hague also wrote to the Foreign Secretaries
of their respective countries for instructions. It
was so puzzling to them and to every one else
that M. d’Affry should at first have welcomed
Saint-Germain and then have nothing to say to
him, and that Choiseul should go out of his
way to discredit him by demanding his arrest.
Bentinck, the President of the Deputy Com-
missioners of the Province of Holland, who was
most friendly with Saint-Germain, was extremely
grieved that a plea for his arrest should have
been laid before the States-General by M. d’Affry
at the instance of the French Government, and
immediately assisted the Count to escape from
the Hague. A few days after Saint-Germain
had started for England M. d’Affry was recalled
by his Court.

Kauderbach wrote to Prince Galitzin on the
matter :

“ A certain Count Saint-Germain has appeared
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Later on in the same day Kauderbach dis-
covered that Bentinck had assisted him to
escape, that he was with Saint-Germain till one
hour past midnight one morning, and that four
hours later a carriage with four horses came to
convey the Count to Helvoet Sluys. He further
wishes Galitzin joy of the adventurer.

“] think him at the end of his resources.
He has pawned coloured stones here, such as
opals, sapphires, emeralds, and rubies, and this
is the man who pretends he can convert moun-
tains into gold who has lived like this at the
Hague! He lies in a scandalous way, and he
tried to convince us that he had completely
cured a man who had cut off his thumb. He
picked up the thumb thirty yards away from its
owner and stuck it on again with strong glue,
ex ungue leonem. 1 have seen the papers by
which he pretends he is authorised to be con-
fidential negotiator ; they consist of a passport
from the King of France and two letters from
Marshal Belle-Isle, which, after all, stand for
nothing, as the Marshal is always corresponding
with the most vile newsmongers.,”

Kauderbach’s opinion was not held by every
90
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bound so nearly upon the marvellous that it
is impossible but that they must excite the
attention of this Athenian age. I imagine this
gentleman, against whom no ill was ever alleged,
and for whose genius and knowledge I have the
most sincere respect, will not take umbrage at
my observing that the high title he assumes is
not the right of lineage or the gift of royal
favour ; what is his real name is perhaps one of
those mysteries which at his death will surprise
the world more than all the strange incidents of
his life ; but himself will not be averse, I think,
to own this, by which he goes, is no more than
a travelling title.

“ There seems something insulting in the
term un inconnu, by which the French have
spoken of him; and the terms we have borrowed
from their language of an awventurier and a
chevalier d’industrie always convey reproach, as
they have been applied to this—I had almost
said nobleman, It is justice to declare that in
any ill sense they appear to be very foreign from
his character. It is certain that, like the persons
generally understood by these denominations,
he has supported himself always at a consider-
able expense, and in perfect independence, with-
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appearance of a man of fashion, and always
living with credit.

“The reader who remembers Gil Blas’s
master who spent his money without anybody’s
understanding how he lived, ’tis applicable in
more respects than one to this stranger, who,
like him, has been examined also in" dangerous
times, but found innocent and respectable. But
there is this difference, that the hero of our
story seems to have his money concentrated, as
chymists keep their powerful menstruums, not
in its natural and bulky form, for no carts used
to come loaded to his lodgings.

“He had the address to find the reigning
foible always of the place where he was going to
reside, and on that he built the scheme of ren-
dering himself agreeable. 'When he came here
and he found music was the hobby of this
country, and took the fiddle with as good grace
as if he had been a native player in whom true
virsd reigns ; and there he appeared a connoisseur
in gems, antiques, and medals; in France he
was a fop, in Germany a chymist.

¢ By these arts he introduced himself in each
of those countries, and to his high praise it must
be owned that to whichever of them or to what-
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of two years, while he was thus watched, he lived
as usual, paid for everything in ready money,
and yet no remittance came into the kingdom
for him.,

“The thing was spoken ot and none now
doubted what at first had been treated as a
chimera ; he was understood to possess, with
the other grand secret, a remedy for all diseases,
and even for the infirmities in which time
triumphs over the human fabric.” *

One diplomat, who was as curious as every
one else in London, wrote home to say that the
Count frequented the houses of *“the best families
in England,” that he was ¢ well-dressed, modest,
and never ran into debt.” Another secretary
of embassy, Von Edelsheim, received a letter
from his master, Frederick the Great,{ com-
menting on the political phenomenon—*a man
whom no one has been able to understand, a
man so high in favour with the French King
that he had thought of presenting him with the
Palace of Chambord.” The secret, if secret

* Anecdotes of a Mysterious Stranger, “London
Chronicle,” May 31 to June 3, 1760.

+ Dated from Freyberg, “(Euvres posthumes de Fréd. IL.,
Roi de Prusse,” vol. iii. p. 73. Berlin 1783.
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for twenty-nine years (1762—91), and during at
least the earlier portion of that time she gave
her protection to the masonic and Illuminist
societies founded by Saint-Germain and his
accomplices within her realm, though later she
turned violently against them. From Peters-
burg the Count went to Brussels, where he
spent Christmas 1762. Cobenzl, who renewed
acquaintance with him about this time, found
him ‘the most singular man” he had ever
known, and announced that he believed him to
be ¢ the son of a clandestine union in a power-
ful and illustrious family. Possessed of great
wealth, he lives in the greatest simplicity ; he
knows everything and shows an uprightness and
a goodness of soul worthy of admiration.”
Cobenzl was particularly interested in Saint-
Germain’s chemical experiments, and longed to
put some of his inventions to practical money-
making uses. He begged the Count to set up
an industry at Tournay, and recommended him
to a ““good and trustworthy merchant” there
of his acquaintance. His friend, who at that
time was known as M. de Zurmont, acceded to
his request and set up a factory where a dyeing
business was carried on with profitable results.
98






T7he Comte de Saint-Germain

and continuously travelling. His advantages
as an illuminate agent were enormous, and he
could work more effectively for the emancipa-
tion of man from the ancient tyrannies than
almost any one of his generation. Asa political
agent he gained the ear and heard the views of
the most inaccessible ministers in Europe ; as a
man of fashion he was received in every house ;
as an alchemist and magician he invested himself
in the eyes of the crowd with awe and mystery;
as a musician he disarmed suspicion and was
welcomed by the ladies of all courts; but these
various activities seemed to have served only
as a cloak for the great work of his life, served
but to conceal from an unspeculative generation
the seriousness of his real mission. In 1768
the course of his journeyings took him to
Berlin, where the celebrated Pernetti was living.
This learned Benedictine, who was a free-
thinker and in favour of the secularisation of
his order, had left Avignon a short while be-
fore to become librarian to the encyclopadist
King. He welcomed the arrival of Saint-
Germain with delight, and “was not slow in
recognising in him the characteristics of an

adept.,” Thiébault says that during the year
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by sea as well as on the Kaghul, and the Orloffs
were waiting to embark for the war. It was
observed that they addressed Saint-Germain as
Count Soltykoff. The Count became renowned
at this time for his recipe for ¢ Acqua Bene-
detta” (amglice Russian Tea) an infusion used
on Russian men-of-war to preserve the health of
the troops in the severe heat. The English
Consul at Leghorn secured the recipe, and
wrote home in triumph to announce the
fact.

On the fall of his old enemy Choiseul the
Count hastened to Paris (1770), where he
established himself splendidly and soon be-
came an effective figure in the fashionable
world. His generosity and manner of life
excited the admiration of the people, and his
intimacy with the old and now decrepit King
gave him an importance that impressed the
vulgar. After two years of French life he
went on a mission to Vienna where he asso-
ciated intimately with the Orloffs, to whom he
had become caro padre.” Louis XV., who
was at the time ruling without the hindrance of

a Parliament, had probably despatched Saint-

Germain to the Austrian capital to gather all
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“MapaMmEe. But M. de Lafayette

«“SaiNT-GERMAIN. A balloon inflated with
wind! Even now they are settling what to do
with him, whether he shall be instrument or
victim ; by noon all will be decided. . . . The
hour of repose is past, and the decrees of
Providence must be fulfilled.

““ Mapame. What do they want?

“ SaiNT-GERMAIN. The complete ruin of the
Bourbons. They will expel them from all the
thrones they occupy and in less than a century
they will return in all their different branches to
the rank of simple private individuals. France
as Kingdom, Republic, Empire, and mixed
Government will be tormented, agitated, torn.
From the hands of class tyrants she will pass to
those who are ambitious and without merit.”

The prophecies preserved by Madame d’Ad-
hémar remind us of those of Cazotte, which
La Harpe affirms were uttered in his presence,
but it is always difficult for plain people, no
matter how credulous they be, to credit any
human being with foreknowledge of events, and
it is quite probable that Madame d’Adhémar,*

* She died in 1822.
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liberty. Erect above the dull tomb of national
life towered a splendid superstructure of State
and Church, united and secure. Royalty with
its armies, laws, nobility, prisons, authority, sub-
served the ends of ecclesiasticism with its princes,
discipline, confraternities, monk militia, and
missionaries, its prestige, persecutions, wealth
and venerability.  Organisations so elaborate
and dominations so crushing must have appeared
inviolable to all reformers; yet within the
darkness of the tomb of national life lay
germinating the seed which, like the thorn of
Glastonbury, would one day split the ponderous
weight in twain,

Without estimating in some degree the power
of the Church in France during the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries, and considering the
way in which that power was used, it is difficult
to get any sane notion of the meaning and aims
of the seemingly frenzied innovators of the revo-
lutionary period. When the proclamation of the
liberties of the Gallican Church in 1682 made
it the pride and interest of French Kings to
defend an institution, confessedly national, and
to some degree independent of Roman juris-

diction, the will of the Church became the law
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became more open, and in 1680 the Dragon-
nades of Marillac made life intolerable for
Huguenots. Dragoons quartered in the houses
of heretics flogged the men and dragged the
women of the family by the hair to church.
Five years later the Revocation was complete.
Protestants were interdicted from the practice
of their cult; their children were to be baptized
and their sick to receive sacraments by com-
pulsion; they were forbidden to employ
Catholic servants, debarred from being lawyers,
printers or librarians, and prevented from keep-
ing lodgings or inns. Their temples were de-
molished, and their dead accorded no Christian
sepulture. By the intellectual ecclesiastics, no
pity wasshown for the oppressed sect. Bossuet
assisted in organising the persecution, Massillon
approved of it, and Fénelon, whom some people
have wished to enrol among the tolerants, wrote
from La Rochelle in 1685: * Je ne trouve
presque plus de religionnaires a La Rochelle
depuis que je paye ceux qui me les découvrent.
. .. Je fais emprisonner les hommes et mettre
les femmes et les filles dans les couvents de

I'aveu et par I'autorité de I'évéque.”
Though the death of Louis XIV. introduced
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ribald songs—the Chevalier de La Barre and
M. d’Etalonde—were chosen to expiate the
crime. The judges declared that they were
‘ véhémentement soupgonnés d’avoir mutilé le
crucifix,” and as punishment condemned them
to lose their right wrists, to have their tongues
torn out, their heads cut off, and their bodies
burnt. Into the pile were to be thrown the
¢ Dictionnaire philosophique ”” and other new
works. D’Etalonde fled, and on Voltaire’s
letter of introduction took service with the
King of Prussia. De la Barre, inflexibly brave
and only eighteen, suffered the penalties enume-
rated.

Both Voltaire and the Encyclopadists have
had recognition of men for the share which
they took in destroying the prestige of the
Church. Undoubtedly their work and influ-
ence were both serious and important; but
beneath the philosophers and their works of
light other nameless powers were striving
toward enfranchisement. An attempt has been
made in a previous essay to describe the extensive
and intensive influence of the secret societies
in France during the eighteenth century.

The appeal of the Encyclopzdists was to the
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how many redeemers have sacrificed the dear
gift of life that tyrannies might cease, no man
can tell; but without that secret soul of progress,
formed deep below the consciousness of political
thought and action, history would have been
but a monotonous record of military and
monachal despotism.

It has been thought strange that a powerful
organisation like the Church fell so easily before
the innovators. The secret societies, however,
with their enthusiasm for humanity, were
greatly responsible for the Church’s temporary
discomfiture, though they could not hold the
advantage gained, since they had no definite
new religion to substitute for the old creed.
The reformers, realising that the only efficient
destruction is reconstruction, made sundry at-
tempts at civic and secular religion, which all
proved too cold and unattractive to compete
successfully with the warm humanity and
familiar pageants of the Church’s feasts.

Long before the outbreak of the Revolution,
the banners of secret societies working for the
good of humanity bore the words: “Down
with the double despotism of Priests and

Kings,” and in every important town in France,
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skeleton in his crucibles. Sieyes, the first clerical
member of the Third Estate, belonged to a
secret society, and so did Dom Gerle, the well-
known Carthusian who sat in the Assembly.
An enthusiasm for Humanity—¢ the Supreme
Being,” was the flame that burnt in the breast
of every member of the great secret service.
All the fervour and feeling of which men are
capable were needed in France in 1789 to
combat the gross indifference to human suffer-
ing, the infliction of unbearable existences upon
the innocent and weak, the maladministration
of public institutions and public charities. It
was enough to break the courage of most men,
and to crack the heart-strings of the rest, to
see such spurning of human life, such despising
and rejecting of the diviner qualities of men.
The task of making man respect man seemed
insurmountable, but through shedding of blood
it was accomplished.

Extracts from official reports * of the time
serve to show that there was good excuse for
reforming the domestic administration of both
Church and State. In 1772 a fire at the
Hoétel-Dieu in Paris revealed the nature of

* ¢« Le Mouvement Religieux a Paris,” Robinet.
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ness of their condition. In the debtors’ prisons
disgusting usages prevailed; men and women
were imprisoned promiscuously in the same
cells, and the straw that was the only furniture
of their prison remained for weeks unchanged.

Thus under the old régime were charity and
justice travestied and made into a mockery.
Turgot, Beccaria and Condorcet, nof the clergy,
had lifted up their voices in protest against
these infamies; D’Holbach, Diderot and Nai-
geon had been so maddened by them as to
declare that ¢ Catholicism was a religion for
barbarians.” Behind the silent walls of asylums,
hospitals, and prisons the hideous work of
spreading disease, corruption and death went
on in the name of Christ and in the name of
the King.

It is one of the marvels of that marvellous
epoch that in the midst of such abuses the
outraged people of France were moderate
enough in the first days of the great social
upheaval to attack ecclesiastical abuses only,
but never the Christian religion. It is also
worth remembering that the French Revolution
was initiated by the ¢ Veni Creator,” as it was

concluded by the “Te Deum.” In the late
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to sway opinion or control the march of pro-
gress. Abbé Maury, who opposed Mirabeau
on the question of Church privileges in
the Constituent Assembly, and M. Emery,
principal of Saint-Sulpice Seminary, who,
though he took no part in politics, was re-
nowned for piety and wisdom, were the two
most notable servants of the Church. In the
ranks of the revolutionaries there were several
distinguished ecclesiastics. Abbé Fauchet, in
bullet-torn cassock, preached a funeral sermon
over the dead stormers of the Bastille, and
passionately cried: ¢ Liberty is no longer
Ceesar’s, it belongs to human nature!” He
blessed the colours of the citizen soldiers, and
was called by Madame Roland ¢ that best of
revolutionaries.” Though he served as presi-
dent of police and commune, he eventually
went to the scaffold for his faith. Sieyes, the
Sulpician, wrote the famous pamphlet, ¢ Qu’est-
ce que le Tiers-Etat,” which had a prodigious
circulation in the beginning of the year 1789
and which directed the career of the Third
Estate at Versailles. Not only did its author
assist to frame the ¢ Civil Constitution of the
Clergy ” in 1790, but he helped to draw up
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Strictly speaking, there was no religious ques-
tion in them, for they dealt, not with dogma or
rite, but with discipline. The “ cahiers”’ of the
First Estate demanded that regulars should be
forced to fulfil their earlier and more strenuous
obligation, while the ¢ cahiers” of the Third
Estate denounced the archbishops, bishops, and
regulars as ““idle, vicious, and wealthy,” but
were unanimous in their praise of the parish
priest. A letter illustrative of the state of
affairs in country districts is that of Abbé
Mesmiont to Cardinal Ludovisi :

“] do all that I can [speaking of the
peasants] to contribute to their well-being, a
few of the neighbouring gentry second my
efforts, but these efforts are expended in vain ;
three abbeys, a commandery, and several
priories seize all the resources of the poor . . .
the useless clergy are but a dead tree that
should be cut down—a parasitic, greedy
growth, fit only to be lopped.”

During the memorable August night when
feudal privileges were abdicated in a blaze of
emotion by the aristocrats, the clergy, carried

away by the inspiration of the hour, volunteered
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of the gatherers were not always limited to the
legal tenth; sometimes a sixth, and even a
fourth, was wrested from the unfortunate and
defenceless cultivator. In one of the ¢ cahiers”
the tithes are alluded to as ‘ces sangsues
accablantes.”

The majority of prelates were not in favour
of throwing away 70,000,000 livres. ¢ What!?”
exclaimed a priest in the Assembly, “ when you
invited us to come and join you, in the name
of the God of Peace, was it to cut our throats ?
Sieyés spoke against confiscation, but was in
favour of replacing tithes by some other means
of payment. In spite of all protests, de Juigné,
Archbishop of Paris, rose and closed the debate
by renouncing in the name of the French clergy
all claim to tithes. From this abrogation the
logical step to complete disendowment and the
conversion of the Church into a salaried depart-
ment of the State was small. Affairs moved
rapidly ; a few days later a committee was
appointed to inquire into methods of ecclesias-
tical reform. A month afterwards, when some
one in the Assembly rose during a debate on
taxation and suggested that the Church should be

asked to sacrifice her plate, Mirabeau declared
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property under certain conditions, those, if not
fulfilled, caused her to forfeit all claim over it.
He proved, for example, that a milliard masses
could not be said by sixty thousand priests, and
gave other instances of the Church’s want of
good faith, On October 11 the Bishop of
Autun formally proposed that the property of
the Church should be henceforth the property
of the nation. A violent discussion followed,
which lasted till November 2. The press bristled
with arguments, and sheaves of pamphlets were
sent to every deputy. Mirabeau, by far the
most able member of the Assembly, carried
the people with him, partly by his magnificent
oratory and partly by his clear and easily
followed arguments. He appealed to common
sense, and argued that the living should not be
fettered by the dead: “Si tous les hommes
qui aient vécu avaient eu un tombeau, il
aurait bien fallu, pour trouver des terres 2
cultiver, renverser ces monuments stériles, et
remuer les cendres des morts pour nourrir les
vivants.”

His main opponent was Abbé Maury, and
the two men were supposed by the public of

the day to resemble each other :
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non compris le logement et les jardins en
dépendant.”” *

The minimum annual provision of twelve
hundred livres for curés was generous, since
under the old régime many country clergy had
enjoyed but half or three-quarters of that sum.
There can be no question but that the Assembly
meant to deal honestly with the revenues which
it had taken upon itself to administer. The
fact that this administration proved a com-
plete failure does not incriminate the original
intention. In all ages the road to anarchy has
been paved with good intentions.

The problem of how to deal with monastic
foundations arose out of the transference of
ecclesiastical properties to State ownership, and
in December Deputy Treilhaud made his report
to the Assembly on the Religious Orders. The
eighteenth century cannot be called the age of
faith, and investigation into the habits of

religious societies was sure to be productive of

unedifying disclosures. Moreover, since the
legal age for pronouncing vows had been raised
from sixteen to twenty-one, the monasteries of
France had been gradually emptying. A few

* « Histoire de M. Emery,” p. 115.
132

R ————







Religious Liberty

another, twenty-seven out of eighty-four re-
entered the world; in a large convent at
Besangon nineteen women out of three hundred
and fifty-eight desired to abjure their vows.*
No exact record of the number of religious in
1789 can be obtained. It has been roughly
estimated at 60,000, and is supposed numerically
to have balanced the number of secular priests.
Equally uncertain is the value of the property
of the Church at that date. The ecclesiastical
accounts, prepared at the beginning of the
Revolution for the public records, do not
probably give a true version of capital and
income. The annual value of the sequestered
wealth of the Church has been approximately
assessed at 180,000,000 livres, inclusive of
tithes, but exclusive of alms and casual charity.
The Assembly encountered strenuous opposi-
tion in its endeavour to set in motion the
secular administration of ecclesiastical funds.
The committee which had been appointed in
August 1789 to inquire into methods of Church
reform presented its report in April 1790. The
report dealt entirely with questions of discipline
and with remedies for old and obvious abuses.
* Sciout, “Constitution Civile du Clergé,” vol. i. p. 292.
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long as he dared, and on July 28, when he saw
the limit of his resistance approaching, he wrote
to warn the Pope of his approaching capitula-
tion: “ Votre Sainteté sent mieux que personne
combien il importe de conserver les nceuds qui
unissent la France au Saint-Si¢ge. Elle ne
mettra pas en doute que 'intérét le plus puissant
de la religion, dans la situation présente des
affaires, ne soit de prévenir une division funeste.”
On August 24 the King yielded to the pressure
of the Constituent Assembly, and by his signa-
ture made the measure law. Meanwhile the
Pope, though retarding for many months his
official declaration of opinion, privately recom-
mended resistance to all the bishops of France,
and instructed them to suffer all things rather
than yield to the demands of the Civil
Constitution.

Some reformers thought that Mirabeau and
Talleyrand had moved too fast in making
implacable enemies of all churchmen, and many
men in France agreed with Abbé Maury and
his friend, M. Emery, that the confiscation of
Church property was criminal spoliation. Many
members of the Assembly had been earnestly
opposed to the decrees confiscating the property
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opinion in dying, for, when pressed by a priest
to renounce his earlier heresy, he said : * Jeune
homme, ce n’est pas sans examen que j’ai prété
serment, ce n’est pas sans de sérieuses médita-
tions au pied de la croix que j’ai accepté Iépis-
copat.” Talleyrand and Gobel, names sinister in
Catholic annals, took the oath on December 28
and January 2 respectively. On January 3
twenty-three curés, members of the Assembly,
sealed their adherence to the new decree, and
on the 4th, Barnave having moved that all
ecclesiastical members of the Assembly be asked
to conform, and that in the event of refusal
they should be replaced .by jurors, an appeal by
name to the clerical deputies was made in alpha-
betical order. M. de Bonnac, Bishop of Agen,
was the first called. He replied : ¢ Messieurs,
les sacrifices de la fortune me cotitent peu; mais
il en est un que je ne saurais faire, celui de
votre estime et de ma foi; je serais trop str de
fondre I'une et autre, si je prétais le serment
qu’on exige de moi.”” * After two bishops and
three priests had refused the oath, and four
had taken it, the President caused the nominal
appeal to cease, and asked the ecclesiastics col-

* « Histoire de M. Emery,” p. 153.
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the authorities, since but forty priests in all
conformed.* In the country the visits of the
Government emissaries to administer the oath
were met with varying results. In the depart-
ment of Doubs only four out of four hundred
and ninety took the oath; in the diocese of
Besangon nine hundred and seven gave in their
allegiance to the Constitution; in the district
of Valengiennes, four conformed and one hun-
dred and twenty-six refused.t Corsica became
riotous at the new enactment, as did La Vendée.
The Assembly, which had not anticipated serious
opposition to its scheme of Church administra-
tion, received the provincial reports with deep
disappointment., But it having been decided
to pension all non-juring priests, the Govern-
ment proceeded immediately to set in motion
the elections that were to fill the vacancies
created by their eviction. Recruits were hastily
collected from the ranks of lay brothers, beadles,
and choristers, and were often ordained after a
few weeks’ training. Since but five bishops out
of one hundred and twenty-one had accepted

* « e Mouvement Religieux & Paris pendant la Révolu-
tion,” vol. i. p. 387.
+ Sciout, “Constitution Civile du Clergé,” vol. ii. p. 93.
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such elections and consecrations null. The
later brief was publicly burnt in the Place
Royale, and soon afterwards an effigy of
Pius VI., “Pogre du Tibre,” as it was nick-
named, dressed in full canonicals and holding
the two briefs in its hand, its head encircled by
a band bearing the word ¢ Feudalism,” and its
body by another bearing the words *Civil
War,” was the centre of a big bonfire. Before
burning the effigy, the promoters of the spectacle
removed the cross and the ring from the figure
as being “ symbols worthy of all honour.”
Easter, 1791, was a day of trial for the
faithful ; though the King had endorsed and
officially approved the State Church, he was
prevented by his conscience from really partici-
pating in its services. Since his confessor had
taken the oath he went privately to a Jesuit for
his confession, and received communion from
Cardinal Montmorency in the chapel of the
Tuileries. Paris was in an uproar when it heard
of this breach of the Constitution, and a notice
was posted by the clubs to the following effect :

“La société, sur la dénonciation a elle faite

que le premier fonctionnaire public de la nation
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examples of its efficiency. A band of children
who had received their first communion at the
hand of Gobel, the new Metropolitan, were
paraded through Paris and received by the
Assembly as the first-fruits of the State Church.
Further to promote and popularise the ideal of
tolerance, the Assembly organised a public funeral
at the Pantheon in honour of the Apostle of
Tolerance—Voltaire. He had been buried at a
country abbey thirteen years earlier, after a
service had been held over his body in the
Masonic Lodge of the Nine Sisters at Paris,
and it was thought fitting that he should be
re-interred in the Temple of the Nation.
Triumphal arches, levelled roads, and in-
terested crowds awaited the cortége. Women
touched the hearse with kerchiefs and kept them
long afterwards as relics. Arrived on the site
of the old Bastille, where Voltaire himself had
suffered several periods of detention, the coffin
rested for the night in a grove of roses, myrtles
and laurels, in the midst of which the old stones
of the prison walls were disposed as rocks. The
next morning representatives of the sections,
clubs, and municipality of Paris came in bands
to escort the ashes to their final resting-place,
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torn out of coffins to be buried by conformist
clergy. According to the sympathies of the
district, one party or the other was violently
championed ; a juror was shot in the pulpit
of one church and a non-juror hanged to the
chancel lamp of another. To avoid death,
priests emigrated in thousands. Grégoire says
that by 1792, 18,000 had fled, and after that
date quite as many more followed them. About
4000 took refuge in England, 700 of whom
were lodged by Government at Winchester.
Many delightful stories of the generosity of the
English to the penniless priests are told by
Grégoire in his “ Memoirs.”

When the summer was over, the Constituent
Assembly, while prohibiting its members from
seeking election to the new body, transmitted
its powers to the Legislative Assembly, together
with a number of ecclesiastical Gordian knots,
which the new Government, with Alexandrian
promptness, proceeded to sever. The Legisla-
tive Assembly as a whole was hostile to the
Church. The brilliant deputies from the
Gironde, as well as the men of the Mountain,
were non-Christian, and many of the younger
members had been gathered from administrative

146

I p——







Religions Liberty

stitutional Church, a question much debated in
the Constituent Assembly, the new Government
passed a very important measure, enforcing the
civil registration of births, deaths, and marriages,
a reform which had been made law in England
under the Commonwealth. By this decree,
it was demonstrated to all that the approval
of the Church was not necessary to the founda-
tion of families, as it had been in centuries past,
when Huguenots had no existence in the eyes of
the law. By this measure the phantoms of old
indignities and injustices were laid for ever.

In spite of the fact that the Civil Constitution
had proved a failure, the Legislative Assembly did
not renounce the hope of making it a success.
Many people thought this hope futile. André
Chenier, who was eager to separate Church and
State completely, expressed his views in the
 Moniteur.” Ramond, in the Assembly, pro-
posed that all cults should be subsidised by the
State, the plan afterwards adopted by Napoleon,
but the Assembly, determined to make one more
effort to conciliate the clergy and strengthen
the State Church, listened to none of these
suggestions. By altering the oath of loyalty to

the Civil Constitution into a promise to support
148







Religious Liberty

the Legislative Assembly were countenancing
a promiscuous persecution which they were
unable to regulate. A list of non-jurors was
made out in Paris, and through the agency of
the Jacobin party they were subjected to every
kind of indignity. Convents were entered by
force ; that of the Dominican nuns was raided,
and when the superior of the school of S. Charles
refused to admit a juring priest to its chapel
roughs were employed to force the door and
occupy the convent till the discomfited nuns
had fled. Men in cassocks were insulted in the
streets, and nuns flogged by the women of the
Halles. The comic papers were filled with
representations of these indecent adventurings.
It was agreed during the winter that all
religious bodies engaged in teaching and nursing
should be suppressed; and Sisters of Charity
were discussed as if they were vermin to be
exterminated. Roland, who became Minister
of the Interior in 1792, had to execute the
decision of the Assembly. He was known as
a “ prétrophobe,” and as such his accession to
power was celebrated by his Jacobin supporters
at Lyons by a scandalous invasion of oratories

and convents. The suppression of educational
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banishment if one or more active citizen of the
department could prove that they had excited
trouble by some exterior act. The King, in
spite of Roland’s insistence, exercised his privi-
lege of vetoing a measure which it was popularly
supposed would rid the country of 50,000
priests, but he could not stem the flowing tide
of feeling against the reactionaries.

On June 7 the Féte Dieu processions took
place. Juring and non-juring priests paraded
in the rain and mud; the juring processions
were escorted by State functionaries, though
when a downpour came on they could not get
shelter, even for the Host, at a convent which
they attempted to enter. The previous year
the Constituent Assembly had assisted in the
procession, and this year the Legislative As-
sembly suspended its sitting, but did not attend
officially. On June 20 the people, furious at
the way M. Veto, as they called the King,
had used his remainder of authority, invaded
the Tuileries and crowned him with the red
cap of liberty. Not two months later the
people, impatient of the last shred of privi-
lege, stormed the Tuileries in a fiercer mood

and encountered the brave Swiss guards, while
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September days. Imprisoned in an old granary
with eighty others, he lamented the dirt and
stench of the place of his detention more than
the fact of his incarceration, and prided himself
on the fact that his neat lay clothes and
powdered hair contrasted favourably with the
unwashed and unshaven appearance of the
priests among whom he was suddenly thrown.
With sixty-two out of the eighty prisoners
he was transported from the granary to the
Abbaye; the eighteen left behind were under
orders to rejoin Salamon and his contingent on
the next day, but the delay in their case proved
fatal, since all but one of them were assassinated
in their carriages on the road to the Abbaye.
The dreary convent hall, in which their fore-
runners were enclosed, contained neither seat
nor bed ; their misery was mocked by a jeering
gaoler who announced to them the massacre
of the priests at Les Carmes. His auditors,
realising their immediate peril, began to recite
the litanies for the dying and the prayers for
those in the last agony. As the howling mob
approached, Salamon, as if winged by terror,
escaped up the wall through the window into
a courtyard. There he met a man with hands
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civil code; reforming weights and measures ;
founding museums; reorganising the army;
and reforming the management of hospitals, it
remained indifferent as to the disposal of the
remnants of feudality. The death of the King
took place without creating any disturbance ;
the people seemed as indifferent to his fate as
the Government.

According to Monsignor Méric, a good many
of the young priests of Saint-Sulpice remained
in Paris, to be of what service they could to
the faithful. M. Emery, their superior, was
incarcerated in that ¢ vestibule of death,” the
Conciergerie, but he was able to remain in
communication with his spiritual sons who
worked as turners, gardeners or labourers, and
managed to inform them from his prison which
tumbrils contained penitents and how they were
to be recognised. Then, at a place agreed,
sometimes in front of a house, sometimes at
the scaffold, the condemned person recollected
himself, made an act of contrition, and received
from the priest hidden in the crowd a last
absolution. In the intervals of his ghostly
labours M. Emery sat quietly in the public

gaol, his ears stopped with wax, reading Thomas
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The year 1793, which both the Queen and
M. Emery spent in gaol, was marked by growing
hostility to priests. Revolutionary tribunals
with powers of life and death were nominated
in Paris and the provinces. On March 18,
1793, the Convention decreed death in twenty-
four hours to all priests already condemned to
deportation, and for all non-jurors returning
to or remaining in France. As a consequence,
priests were driven on to boats at seaport towns
and there left, except for the ministrations of
the charitable, to die of starvation. Scores
perished in the Noyades of Nantes. The nuns
of Compiégne went, like the Girondins, singing
to the scaffold. Many priests were chained to
the galleys, and were not allowed to kneel or
pray; some were scourged until they became
imbeciles ; others were neglected until gangrene
and scurvy devoured them.,

A famous scene took place in the Assembly
when Gobel, his vicars, and several curés de-
clared that they wished to shake off the character
that had been conferred on them by superstition.
Mad applause greeted Gobel’s surrender of cross
and ring, and adoption of the red cap of liberty,

After the retractations came a display of patriotic
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were replaced by fustian wear, Elaborate
baroque furniture disappeared from houses to
permit the classic couch and hanging lamp to
appear. The intellectuals were naturally out of
sympathy with Catholicism, since their gaze
was fixed on Rome, not Calvary. Mysticism
was ruled out of life, which henceforth was to
run on clear, definite, virtuous lines. The
Convention became more and more audaciously
philosophic, and, dominated by the Hébertists,
it abolished the Christian era and opened the
door to classic experiments. Anacharsis Clootz
developed his theories on the divinity of the
human race at the bar of the tribune, and
the hierophant, Quintus Aucler, proved to
his own satisfaction that the worship of
Jesus was a degenerate form of paganism.
Romme’s proposal of naming the months
of the new calendar after ideas, such as
Justice and Equality, was seriously considered,
but later seasonal names, suggested by Fabre
d’Eglantine, were adopted. On August 10, at
a national feast in Paris, the statue of Nature
was honoured by libations. All over the pro-
vinces secular cults were honoured, and the

communes consecrated temples to Reason in
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civil religion—that of the Supreme Being. Its
scheme purported to embody the Deism of the
“ Contrat Social,” and though for a time it
superseded the cult of Reason, it speedily proved
the destruction of its inventor, and the man
whom Heine called the bloody hand of Rousseau
went to the scaffold in the same blue Werther
costume in which he had played pontiff at the
inaugural] festival of his new religion six weeks
before. At his death came the epoch of real
separation between Church and State.

Cambon, who had previously * proposed that
each sect should defray its own expenses,
moved,t as president of the Finance Committee,
¢ that the Republic should pay neither salaries
nor the outgoings of any sect.” Thus, owing
to financial exigencies, and, as it were, to
accident, the separation of Church and State
was accomplished after five years’ agitation.
Though the Budget of Public Worship was
abolished, liberty of creeds was not proclaimed,
and consequently persecution lingered on, like
an evil habit, which could not be at once broken
with.

The world had already seen the fall of

* November 13, 1792. 1 September 18, 1794.
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elections to the Directorate and Legislative Body
in the springof 1797. Two hundred and sixteen
members retired, most of whom offered them-
selves for re-election ; but only eleven of their
number were returned, which upset the balance
of power, and gave the Constitutionalists a
majority in the Assembly of the Ancients and
of the Five Hundred. The Directors, who
were Conventionalists, found themselves face to
face with a hostile and, as they feared, a royalist
legislative ; sothey planned a ‘ coup d’état” to
bring themselves back into power. Assured
from Italy of the sympathetic support of
Bonaparte, they, with the assistance of troops
under General Augereau, intimidated both
Houses into annulling the recent elections and
empowering the Directors to nominate men to
the vacancies so created. The assumption of
dictatorship by such men as Larévelliére-
Lepeaux, Rewbell, and Barras, was the prelude
to unlimited persecution. In order to destroy
what they considered the hideous dangers to
the State of royalism and clericalism, they
resorted to the summary methods of the Terror ;
and the treatment of the displaced deputies

foreshadowed the kind of justice that was to be
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terrible than those of their predecessors in the
Conciergerie. Inspired by the Directors, the
¢ Moniteur ”’ made out their place of detention
as an earthly paradise.* ¢ C’est dans les lieux
les plus sains et les plus fertiles, que les deportés
ont été placés. Ils habitent prés la riviére
Conamana.”

The Directorate was most thorough in its
attempt to suppress Catholic practices; it made
the observance of Décadi and Quintidi com-
pulsory, and in two years authorised over 8000
arrests for deportation, but a relatively small
number of these sentences were put into execu-
tion. It forced men to work on Sundays, and
tried to prohibit the sale of fish on Fridays.
Convinced that only that is thoroughly destroyed
which is replaced, they encouraged Theophilan-
thropy. The Minister of the Interior distri-
buted a ¢‘“Manuel des Théophilanthropes” in
the departments, and made State grants to the
society. 'The Theophilanthropists were an
enlightened body, excluding no religion, and
only meeting to promote morality. Readings
and homilies on tolerance, truth, filial piety,
and probity in commerce were held by them,

* December 14, 1798.
166







Religious Liberty

Aussitot le temple rétentit des cris de ¢ Bis’ et de
‘Bravo’ comme une salle de comédie. Une vieille
femme épousa un homme plus jeune qu’elle; la
musique joua cet air du ¢ Prisonnier.’

Vieille femme, jeune mari,
Feront toujours mauvais ménage.

Les bruyantes acclamations redoublérent, ainsi
que la confusion des nouveaux époux.” *

“ Fétes Décadaires” were instituted, and the
Commune of Paris arranged that churches
already restored to Catholicism should be at the
disposal of the State for the whole morning on the
Décadi, and that on these occasions all emblems
of the Christian faith were to be veiled. It was
decided that fifteen churches should be rebap-
tized as * temples décadaires.” Saint-Roch, for
example, became the Temple du Génie, because
it held the tomb of Corneille; Saint-Eustache,
because it was near Les Halles, was the Temple
de I’Agriculture ; Saint-Sulpice, which became
the Temple de la Victoire, was, owing to its
dedication, the scene of the famous banquet on
the evening of Brumaire.

* ¢« Haumont au Ministre de Pintérieur,”” 11 Ther.

an VIII. F.I.C,, Series 25.
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towards a full realisation of liberty of worship
and liberty of conscience, and what Robespierre
had called ““the alliance between sceptre and
censer ”’ seemed for ever done away. For two
years men thought that the day of freedom had
in truth dawned. Catholicism, since it was
separated from the State, would grow and rule
by spiritual, not political power. Protestantism
was allowed to flourish and spread its spirit of
self-reliance and inquiry. Jews were recognised
as citizens, and black men as voters. Men
seemed to be entering at length the promised
land of liberty and love.

The Concordat dispelled such illusions. The
Catholic Church, in spite of its despoilment, had
still a great advantage over other religions, for
when all other forms of society were in process
of solution it remained rigid and unchanged in
composition, and though its elements were
scattered over the face of the earth they were
ready to fly back like steel filings to the magnet
at the commanding word. Napoleon determined
to make her advantage his own ; but though he
wished her to retain her venerable character in
the eyes of the world, he intended himself to be

the master mind which directed her policy. The
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firmness to push the matter through. Again
and again it appeared as if negotiations would
be broken off, but after endless discussion and
wrangling Consalvi and Joseph Bonaparte
signed the Concordat on July 15, 180o1. In
conformity with his centralised system of
government, Napoleon arranged that all bishops
were to be nominated by the First Consul
and not elected as had been the scheme in
the Civil Constitution; and that all were
personally to swear allegiance to the State in
the person of the First Consul. It had been
arranged that on the redistribution of dioceses
all bishops should resign their sees, and
Napoleon insisted on nominating at least ten
members of the new episcopate from among
Constitutional priests. In spite of the signature
of the Concordat, one difficulty remained to be
overcome—that of persuading the Pope and his
advisers to acknowledge Constitutional orders.
It was not till near Easter, 1802, when
Napoleon’s patience was almost exhausted,
that a ¢ via media "’ was discovered which saved
the honour of both parties. The Constitutionals
refused to retract in public, and the Pope could
not make terms with them unless they did retract.
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without its being countersigned by Govern-
ment ; that no council or diocesan synod could
be held without Government sanction; that
bishops should not be allowed to leave their
dioceses without the consent of the First
Consul ; that seminarists should be taught the
declaration of 1682; and that the secular clergy
should be kept in good order.

The attitude of the Church to Bonaparte
can only be called abject. He was honoured
in the most fulsome way by the clergy, and
received such homage in entering a church
that he felt as if he were in his own palace.
His famous Catechism was approved at Rome
and ordered to be used in all dioceses. The
Papal Legate, in his circular to the clergy, in-
stituted a ¢ féte de Napoléon” for August 13,
for had the great ruler not imitated Cyrus and
Darius in restoring the house of God? The
priests at one church porch received him, sing-
ing “Ecce mitto angelum meum, qui pra
parabit viam meam.” A review of the second
edition of Chateaubriand’s ¢ Génie du Chris-
tianisme,” which was dedicated to the restorer
of the Church, appeared by consular command
on Easter morning.
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years had effected so small a change in ideas
and so unnoticeable an effect in national habits.
Now, through the telescope of a century, it
is possible to see that the experimental enact-
ments of those days did embody the earnest of
progress and reformation. Though the early
revolutionaries suffered blame from the philo-
sophers for their timidity, and from the clerics
for their boldness, no one praises them for the
moderation with which they approached ques-
tions of religious reform. The abolition of
tithes was a measure forced on them by the
people ; out of the debate on this measure grew
the scheme for disendowment ; and since the
property of the Church was to be administered
by the State, out of disendowment grew the Civil
Constitution of the Clergy and the subsidiary
question of the suppression of the religious
orders. Disendowment, in the first instance,
was not intended to be the ¢ criminal spolia-
tion” which clerical writers have called it ;
rather was it the only avenue of administrative
reform open to the Assembly. Though it was
a step precipitated and, unfortunately, palliated
by financial exigencies, it was not caused by
them, and if the Civil Constitution had proved
176
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revolutionary leaders who thought by their
doctrines to bring about the kingdom of
heaven upon earth. In France in the year
1789 men seemed, as it were, intoxicated with
the thought of their own perfectibility. It
was as though an ecstasy had come upon the
soul of the French nation, as though a voice
had spoken from the clouds, bidding men to rise
and make the great ascent towards perfection.
The Great Revolution began in no selfish
scramble for possessions, for its pioneers had
their gaze riveted on nobler and less corruptible
gains. The movement was in its inception
spiritual ; men were at first desirous, not of
material rights, but of ideal rights ; and it must
be remembered that the axe was not, at the
beginning, laid to the root of the ancient tree
of Feudalism, under whose dim shadows the
people had existed for so long. The nation
that had sat in darkness had seen a great light,
and though centuries of despotic years had
made men unfit for democracy, yet they were
eager with the eagerness of inspiration to rise
and live according to the words that rang so
grandly in the air, Freedom, Equality, Frater-

nity! Born of fear and disappointment was the
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After ten years of empirical government a
sudden end was put to all the theories and
visions in which the Revolution had had its
origin, no less than to the inefficient adminis-
tration of the Directorate, by the man of
marble—Bonaparte. Already, while command-
ing in Italy, the Corsican general had shown
the home government that he was possessed of
an independent and arbitrary temper, for he
pursued his own policy, and would submit to
no dictation from his official superiors. During
the first Italian campaign he became acutely
conscious of his own great personality ; he said
of himself that every day he seemed to see
before him new possibilities and new horizons.
His imperious character made itself even more
apparent in Egypt. There, in his contact with
the East, he lost all remnants of his earlier
beliefs in the goodness of men. ‘Savage man
is but a dog " was the grim axiom in which he
summed up his experience. On his return to
France from the Nile, he requested the Ancients
to promise that his next command should be
that of Paris. To all outward appearance he
held himself aloof from political affairs ; indeed,
up till the coup d’érar of the 18th Brumaire,
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passionately pursued amusement, and took but
faint interest in political life. Insanity, owing
to the unstable condition of affairs, had greatly
increased, while the population of Paris had,
in ten years, dwindled by about one hundred
thousand souls.

On every side men were confronted by an
intricate tangle of unadministered affairs. The
orderly warp and woof of old French life was
gone. Amidst the confusion of bankruptcy,
agiotage, paganism and crime, it required a
genius to discern the strands of vigorous and
enduring quality, capable of being woven into
a new texture of state. No one guessed that
the short dark soldier moving silently and
unobserved among the fortifications and bar-
racks and museums of Paris was the only man
who saw the situation as it really was, or who
was capable of seizing the opportunity of
reducing chaos to order.

The difference between the Faith of 1789, in
which the Revolution had its origin, and the
Common Sense of 1800, in which the Revolu-
tion had its end, is as wide as the space between
stars and earth. The measure of that difference

may be expressed in two terms, Madame de
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authentic text of her manuscript,  Dix Années
d’Exil,” was given to an indifferent world.

But that book, which of old had been pictured
as the torch of an incendiary, produced no
conflagration. The transient interest of curi-
osity evoked by it in no way reflected the
white heat of the furnace at which it had been
kindled. Throughout the nineteenth century
the book had been withheld from the public,
except in mutilated form. Diplomatically
deleted by Baron de Sta€l, it was first published
two months after Napoleon’s death, and re-
prints of this emasculated edition appeared
at intervals during the fifty years following.
Although, to readers of imaginative sympathy,
it is still a living book, it is a failure in so far
as it missed its mark, and the chagrin of its
author may be guessed at when it is observed
how great were the precautions taken by her to
prevent its destruction. Three copies of the
manuscript exist at Chateau Coppet: one in
Madame de Staél’s straggling and unpunctuated
writing ; another in the writing of Miss Ran-
dall, English governess to Albertine de Staél;
and a third, in Madame de Staél’s hand, which,

for fear the police should seize the other two,
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moral poverty and debasement of character,
which were the direct results of despotism.”

It has been the fashion to impute mean
motives to Madame de Staél in her feud against
Bonaparte. Such an imputation seems barely
justifiable. No doubt, as a woman, she was
piqued by his rudeness and contempt, but that
was far from being the cause of her opposition.
She was ever ready to sink personal considera-
tions in her enthusiasm for morality and
justice, and it is not easy to prove that she
was an unworthy champion of the causes she
espoused. Bitterly as she opposed his system
of administration under the Consulate and
Empire, she never seems to have hated Bona-
parte as a man. Indeed, it is doubtful whether
the early admiration which his colossal vitality
and ability compelled in her was ever completely
extinguished.

The opening words of “ Dix Années d’Exil
are not without nobility, and serve to explain
her attitude of mind.

“Ce n’est point pour occuper le public de
moi que j’ai résolu de raconter les circonstances
de dix années d’exil; les malheurs que j’ai
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began life as a sentimentalist and dreamer who
thought much of the sufferings of men and
dwelt deeply on the problem of how to make
happiness, which followers of Rousseau thought
the goal of life, attainable for all. Like
Werther, he admired the nebulous Ossian, and
by the banks of the Nile read Madame de
Staél’s treatise ° De ’Influence des Passions”
with interest. Garat called him “a philosopher
leading armies.” No one in the early days
guessed how soon the philosophic mantle was
to be exchanged for the mail coat of tyranny.
Both Bonaparte and Madame de Staél at
different times visited the grave of that un-
worthy sage who had inspired thousands, and
on whose doctrines had been founded the new
code of humadn liberty. In comparing the
accounts of these two pilgrimages we imprint
an indelible picture on our memories. Stanislas
de Girardin relates that Bonaparte, on his visit
to the tomb of Rousseau, said, ‘It would
have been better for the repose of France that
this man had never been born.” ¢Why, First
Consul ?’ said I. “He prepared the French
Revolution. 1 thought it was not for you

to complain of the Revolution.” ¢Well,” he
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vention regarded Rousseau as their saviour,
and an oration made by Lakanal in that
assembly begging the citizens to take the ashes
of the great liberator out of their lonely grave,
and inter them in the Panthéon embodies the
general sentiment of that day. ¢ Honour in
him the beneficent genius of humanity ; honour
the friend, the defender, the apostle of liberty ;
the promoter of therights of man, the eloquent
forerunner of this Revolution which you are
asked to consummate for the happiness of the
nations.” Men’s hearts vibrated in response
to this appeal : the reformer’s remains were
carried with circumstance and veneration to
the Panthéon : and his miserable Thérése was
granted an annuity out of the public funds.
Not only was Rousseau their present saviour,
he was also to be their future religion. It was
not proposed that the Panthéon should for
long contain the sacred relics. For some while
it had been intended that a vast plantation of
trees should be made round the Temple of
Great Men, “ whose silent shade would enhance
the religious sentiment of the place.”” In this
august wood a grove of poplars was to surround
the monument to the author of  Emile,” in
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a herald of better days and diviner deeds. At
his feet, the patriot, the lover of progress, the
searcher after truth, the poet, the philosopher,
were ready to kneel, as they would not have
knelt to any saint. His was the figure to
whom the prayers of thousands went up as to
a great deliverer: from Prussia, still iron-
bound by the legacy of Frederick the Great ;
from the principalities of the Holy Roman
Empire; from Italy, toiling under the Austrian
yoke ; from Greece, the fief of Turkey; from
all who groaned under the old evils of military,
feudal, or ecclesiastical despotism. He was the
hero who was to fulfil the heroic ideals of the
Revolution, who was to become the missioner
of the new freedom. This was the role for
which many had cast him ; was the r6le he never
accepted. His new-found destiny enshrined
the disappointment in Europe of countless
hopes and aspirations.

None of those who assisted in the coup a’état
of the 18th Brumaire knew that they were
founding an Empire. Bonaparte’s speech
before the Council of the Ancients on the day
of his election to the Consulate was disarming.

¢ Citizens, the Republic was on the point of
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a liberty which in practice meant anarchy, and
of a brotherhood which had become the symbol
of bankruptcy.

In crises, men are apt to choose the one
dictator rather than the multitude of coun-
cillors. Calvin was called upon to save
Geneva; Cromwell to emancipate England.
In 1799 Bonaparte was the necessary man for
Francee. He alone could reconstruct the
country from the ruins of her past. His
polity resembled that of the Catholic Church
in so far as it aimed at introducing the outward
husk and semblance of democracy, while retain-
ing the reality of autocracy as the kernel of his
constitution. In proportion as his grasp upon the
administration became more assured, and govern-
ment became more despotic, the hearts of the
Liberals grew sick with hope deferred ; their
aspirations were choked ; their dreams were dis-
sipated. ““Thisvery world, which is the world
of all of us,” nolonger held the revelation ; the
stars no longer visited the earth. .

The First Consul brought men back to facts.
For him the right of man meant the might of
man, and in practice the might of one man.
Ordinary people he believed to be in no way fit
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became a dictator. He was supported by a
Council of State, the Legislative Assembly, and
the Tribunate. These bodies formulated, dis-
cussed, and voted upon the laws. Both the
Council and the Tribunate sent three members
to represent their views to the Legislative
Assembly. Besides these three bodies, there
was a Senate whose business was to “ maintain
or annul all acts which are reported to it as
unconstitutional by the Tribunate or the
Government.”” The Senate, in the first in-
stance selected by the Consuls (though later
co-opting fresh members according to its own
discretion), selected in its turn from lists
presented by the electors, the members of the
Tribunate and of the Legislative Assembly.
The presidents of the Cantonal Assemblies,
who really controlled the electorate, were
chosen by the First Consul from amongst can-
didates submitted from the cantons. This
centralised method of administration made it
comparatively easy for Bonaparte to impress his
whole will upon the nation, and to subordinate
the welfare of the individual to the perfecting
of the State-machine.

The reign of the First Consul had barely
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the First Consul, who was greatly incensed. As
a consequence, the press attacked both Madame
de Staél and Benjamin Constant with violence.
She was represented as the agent of an Orleanist
and clerical conspiracy, and an article in the
“ Peuple’” ended in this conciliatory fashion :
“Ce n’est pas votre faute si vous ctes laide;
mais c’est votre faute si vous étes intrigante.”
Not only the Jacobin, but also the Royalist -
press was ranged against her. They called her
Curchodine (her mother’s maiden name had been
Curchod), and twitted her with running after
glory and people in high positions ; with writing
on metaphysics, which she did not understand ;
on morality, which she did not practise ; and on
the virtues of her sex, which she did not possess.
Undaunted by this attack and by the cold
behaviour of those in society, who desired the
favour of Bonaparte, she wrote a defence of
theorists and philosophers. Though the First
Consul was inclined to make liberty answerable
for all the crimes committed in its name, she at
least was anxious to prove herself able to dis-
tinguish the beauty of the pure ideal from its :
caricature in practical life. In ¢ De la Littéra-

ture considérée dans ses rapports avec les Insti-
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1800, for it would, if successful, contribute to
his firmer establishment, and glorify him in the
eyes of the French people. On his way to Italy
he called on M. Necker at Coppet. Madame
de Staél was greatly impressed on this occasion
by his conversation and his personality, and
could not understand her father’s indifference to
the great man. Her romantic and generous
nature was stirred, and even in the tyrant she
could see the hero. The glamour of meeting
the man of destiny face to face, for the moment
dispelled her antipathy for all that he repre-
sented. During the lengthening spring even-
ings by the Lake of Geneva, she watched, after
he had gone, the spectacle of the French troops
advancing across the peaceful country towards
the great St. Bernard Pass, and only faintly
wished that he might be defeated, so that
his growing tyranny should receive a check.
However, after Marengo the victorious general,
“bruni par la gloire,” returned to Paris to
receive the plaudits of the people, and Madame
de Sta€l showed herself as anxious to see the
popular hero as all the rest of the world.

The progress of absolutism became more

rapid after this successful Italian campaign, for
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being inimical to the Republic. Had the Tri-
bunate continued to exist as originally consti-
tuted, it might have proved a barrier to the
assumption by the First Consul of absolute
power.

The Peace of Amiens was a disturbing sur-
prise to Madame de Staél. Andréossy, the
French Envoy, who went to London to ratify
the preliminaries of the peace, reported that the
English people were delighted at the compact,
and that the mob unharnessed his horses and
dragged his carriage to St. James’s Palace.
Madame de Sta€l reflected sadly that, if
England, the country of the free, recognised
the usurper, no country in Europe could protest
against his despotism.

Almost more disconcerting both to her and
to the Liberals was the formal treaty made
between State and Church three weeks after the
Peace of Amiens. In order to celebrate the
accomplishment of two such important pacts,
Bonaparte arranged that a festival should be
held in Notre-Dame. On Easter Day, 1802,
the big bell of the cathedral brokeits ten years’
silence. Amid salvos of artillery and blare of

trumpets the Consulsand the rest of the officers
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priests he saw serviceable professors of passive
obedience, a sort of *“ gendarmerie sacrée,” that
might with diplomacy be converted into one of
the firmest pillars of his throne. Itseems asif
there must have been to his mind an essentially
English savour in Protestantism; for when
negotiating for the pacification of La Vendée
he asked that twelve inhabitants of the district
should be sent, ‘ prétres par préférence,” with
whom to treat. “Car j’aime et estime les
prétres, qui sont tous Frangais, et qui savent
défendre la patrie contre les éternels ennemis
du nom frangais, ces méchants hérétiques
d’Anglais.” Bonaparte always said it would
have been easier for him to establish Pro-
testantism, and that he had to overcome much
resistance in restoring Catholicism as the State
religion. The Council of State received the
news of the compact in silence, and neither the
Legislative Assembly nor the Tribunate would
sanction the measure until their numbers had
been reduced by expulsion. Men felt that by
the Concordat ‘‘the most beneficial achieve-
ments of the Revolution were undone.”
Madame de Staél began to desire some other

weapon than her pen to fight the restoration of
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him a ring made of her own hair, which had
belonged to “pauvre M. de Staél.” But:
luckily she remembered before it was too late
that Camille was much taken by the fair curls
of Madame de Kriidener, and her pride made
her refrain from sending the black ring. :

A month later another pamphlet appeared,
again expressing her views. Its name was Les
dernitres Vues de Politique et de Finances,”
and its author, M. Necker, allowed that Bona-
parte was “1’homme nécessaire,” and that the
timely choice of a dictator had saved France
from serious dangers. He criticised the con-
stitution of the year VIIL., traced in it the whole
scaffolding of the future imperial edifice, and
declared the present state of government to
be but “ the stepping-stone to tyranny.”  He
complained that the Legislative Assembly,
despoiled of its prerogatives, was unworthy of
a free republic; and predicted, as his daughter’
had done in “De la Littérature,” that the
progress of military authority must lead to
despotism, and that “good faith should prevent
the keeping of the name Republic for a form
of government in which the people would not

count.” It was a book bound to make trouble
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in Paris, and she waited impatiently under the
elms at Coppet for the echo of her success in
the capital. Its vogue was prodigious, for
most of the characters were drawn from life.
Delphine was Madame de Staél; Madame de
Vernon was Talleyrand; M. de Lebensei was
Benjamin Constant; Thérése d’Erviers was
Madame Récamier; the Duc de Mendoce was
M. Lucchesini, the Prussian ambassador in
Paris. The book itself was dedicated to
“La France Silencieuse.”” Talleyrand said,
“On dit que Madame de Staél nous a repré-
sentés tous deux dans son roman, elle et moi,
déguisés en femmes!” Even from the distant
Lake of Geneva, arrows found their mark, and
wounded their destined quarry. Bonaparte
declared the book immoral, ‘vagabond in
imagination,” and a mere ‘“mass of metaphysic
and sentiment.” ¢ Delphine ”’ championed Pro-
testantism, and declared against the ¢ bizarre
beliefs of Catholicism.” It praised the English,
it exalted liberty; in short, it committed every
‘possible offence against Napoleonic opinion.
Madame de Genlis, whom André Chénier
called “la mere de I’Eglise,” was particularly

angered by its heterodoxy. She also hated its
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Holland was the real bone of contention,
though as a matter of fact no mention of
Holland proper was made in the Peace of
Amiens. It was stipulated that Ceylon should
be ceded to England, and the Cape restored to
the Dutch, but Addington did not insist that
the independence of Holland should be recog-
nised in this treaty. He thought that it was
the logical conclusion of the general peace, and
the mere execution of the Treaty of Lunéville,
which expressly guaranteed the independence
of the Batavian Republic. Bonaparte, who had
not concluded the Treaty of Lunéville with
England, thought he would only fulfil the
agreements specified in the Peace of Amiens,
and that he had no other obligations towards
England. He evacuated Tarento, and there-
fore expected the English to do their share,
and evacuate Malta. Whenever allusion was
made to Holland by the English diplomatists,
the French replied by talking of Malta. The
English were civil and conciliatory: they did
not want war. It was feared that the French
did, and early in March 1803 it was announced
to the faithful Commons that great prepara-

tions for war were being made in France and
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Lunéville, and Bonaparte by the letter of the
Peace of Amiens, war was inevitable. It began
in May with the capture of two French mer-
chant vessels, whereupon all English people in
France (and there were over a thousand) were
thrown into prison by the First Consul. Lord
Elgin was amongst those arrested, as well as
Sir James Crawford and Lord Whitworth’s
secretary, Mandeville. Such arbitrary acts were
said to be without precedent in modern history.

From this time forward, Napoleon’s tendency
to tyrannous abuse of power became more
pronounced. The worst fears of Madame
de Staél were realised. The sudden death of
Pichegru, the banishment of Moreau, and the
d’Enghien murder showed how unchecked was
the course of his action either by his executive
or by public opinion. The comedy of the
Empire began to be played in 1804, and the
attendance of the Pope at the ceremony of the
coronation made it at least appear as though
the murder of a royal Duke had been condoned
by the Church. Order had been secured in
France at the price of freedom ; the administra-
tive system was working smoothly, the taxation

of the country had been thoroughly reorganised,
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Madame de Staél waited vainly at Coppet for
the news of her pardon, which never came. It
maddened her to find that nobles, like the
Rohans, Montmorencys, and La Rochefou-
caulds, were willing to take places at the Court
of the “bourgeois of Ajaccio.” She wrote to
her old friend M. de Narbonne, in whose
society her days at Juniper Hall, near Dorking,
had been spent, reproaching him with his atti-
tude towards Napoleon, and urging him to
show more sense of personal dignity and more
loyalty to his old masters. The letter fell into
the hands of Fouché, chief of police, and
Napoleon discovered that his assiduous enemy
was actively trying a new method of under-
mining his throne. She fell into further
disgrace, and after a tedious autumn, spent at
Coppet, went to Italy. Italy disappointed
her ; she would have exchanged St. Peter’s and
the Colosseum, the frescoes of Michael Angelo
and the statues of Greece, for a good constitu-
tion for her adored country. In Italy she found -
no real life, only the dream of a past beauty,
existing under a blue sky. Dissatisfied with
her impression, she returned, at the end of

June, to Coppet, to write ““ Corinne.” Napoleon
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In consequence many of their inhabitants heard
of the victory of Austerlitz and the Pressburg
peace without dismay. The representative of
one of the most noble and ancient families in
the Holy Roman Empire, Karl von Dalberg,
expressed his view of the situation in the
following language to Napoleon :

“Sire, the genius of Napoleon should not
confine itself to the happiness of France.
Providence wills that superior men should be
born for the whole world. The noble German
nation groans under the evils of political and
religious anarchy. Sire! Be the regenerator
of its constitution.”

Ever since the year of Lunéville, Napoleon
had drawn up endless plans for the reconstruc-
tion of Germany, and at this time he produced
the Confederation of the Rhine, a document
whereby fifteen princes of the Empire declared
themselves “ separated in perpetuity from the
territories of the German Empire, and united
among themselves in a particular confederation,
called the Confederated States of the Rhine.”
This Rheinbund, having declared its indepen-

dence of Imperial German control, called upon
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progress outside their own country. Madame
de Staél, in her journey through Germany, was
surprised at the knowledge of French liberalism
to be found amongst all classes. Many thinkers
considered that France might be the regenerator
of Germany, though they were not blind to the
fact that in France itself the outcome of the
Great Revolution might be the gravest form of
reactionary despotism. There was no patriotism
in Germany at this time; but when it was dis-
covered that the dominion of Napoleon meant,
not liberty, but tyranny, the seeds of national
sentiment, so long dormant, began to germinate.

Is it too much to think that Madame de
Staél, when she threatened to parade through
all countries the misery of an exile, and to
preach a crusade against tyranny, was partly
responsible for the change in German opinion ?
Is it incredible that in her many interviews with
men of letters, such as Goethe, Schiller, and
Schlegel ; in her talks with politicians, like
Gentz and Stein; her conversations with royal-
ties, like the Queen of Prussia, the Duchess of
Saxe-Weimar, the Russian Czar, she should
have influenced foreign views of Napoleon ?

She knew every one ; she had suffered greatly;
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goats for all the political pamphlets and poetic
protests that were appearing at the time.
“They shall be brought before a military
commander and shot within twenty-four hours,”
ran the order. “It is no ordinary crime to
spread libels in places where the French army
is, in order to excite the inhabitants against it.”
Five of the men selected had their sentences
commuted ; the sixth, Palm, was shot three
hours after his sentence had been passed. Such
an event was indeed calculated to excite revenge
in the hearts of the writers and philosophers of
a country whose single outlet was at that time
literature, for it struck a deathly blow at the
only freedom left in Germany. The universities
swore to avenge Palm of Niremberg, and three
years later his bleeding image was borne on the
standard of the Hussars of Death, raised by the
Duke of Brunswick d’Oels. It may be said
without exaggeration that the death of Palm
marked the turning of the tide of German
feeling against Napoleon. Gentz, Madame de
Staél’s friend, wrote of the martyr in a
pamphlet, “ Germany in her profound abase-
ment.” Meanwhile in Spain the standard of
liberty was being bravely upheld, and the
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Tilsit was signed. Napoleon was at last master
of Germany.

Besides the treaty openly signed upon the
barge, there were other private agreements
made between the contracting parties with
reference to England. It was the secret clauses
in the Treaty of Tilsit that occasioned the
bombardment of Copenhagen, which Byron
and others who had no knowledge of these
clauses thought a crime. The existence of
secret articles planning the future destruction
of England caused her to maintain her hostile
attitude towards France.

During the vintage days of 1807, Madame
de Sta€l entertained Prince Augustus of Prussia
at Coppet. She found him distinguished in
manner and charming in conversation ; he was,
moreover, patriotic and readily sympathetic
with her views about Napoleon. Admiration
for Madame de Sta€l and love for beautiful
Madame Récamier, her guest, caused the prince
to keep up an active correspondence with both ;‘
ladies after he had left their neighbourhood.
The French Emperor, owing to his splendid
system of espionage, read the letters that passed -

between them, and thereby discovered that
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congress but proves the unimportance of the
things that are seen, and the importance of the
things that are not seen. The efforts of the
liberators in Europe were having invisible but
certain effects, and in 1809 the Archduke
Charles gave vent to the suppressed sentiments
of the nations, as he addressed the troops he
was about to lead into battle against Napoleon,
with these words : “ The liberty of Europe has
taken refuge beneath your standards; your
victories will break the chains of your German
brethren, who, though in the ranks of the alien,
still await their deliverance.”

With joy and expectation Madame de Staél
and many other enthusiasts, like Stein, Fichte,
Jahn, and Benjamin Constant, listened to the
ominous rattling of the Napoleonic fetters in
Europe. The prisoners seemed at last to have
realised their desperate case ; the silence at last
was broken. Madame de Staél’s role became
increasingly important, for the eyes of many a
liberator turned to the shores of Lake Leman
for encouragement and inspiration. Napoleon
was acutely annoyed by her correspondence with
Gentz, and by the knowledge of all the in-

fluential friends she had made and kept in
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Back again at Coppet “in the prison of the
soul,” she was visited by the devout and fasci-
nating Madame de Kriidener and her fellow
missionary Zacharias Werner, the Rosicrucian,
Under their influence, she became extremely

religious. Werner read “ The History of Re- =

ligion ” by Stolberg with her, and when he left =
Coppet not only had Benjamin Constant come
under his influence, but so also had William
Schlegel : both contemplated writing religious
works. Schlegel read Saint-Martin with deep
attention. Madame de Staél plunged into the =

“ Imitation of Jesus Christ.”” At the end of

1810, Coppet might have been the haven of a
society of religious.

As her faith grew, she became calmer and
almost thought that God, in sending her so
many troubles, intended her to be a noble
example to her age. In spite, however, of the =
consolation of religion, life became more and
more difficult at Coppet. Madame de Stael |
was mortified at every turn. M. de Mont-
morency, on coming to spend two days with
her, received at her house a nicely timed letter
of exile in which it was indicated that his
friendship with the authoress necessitated this
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was horrible to her. Some one had told her
that one of the bravest defenders of Saragossa
lay in the dungeons at Vincennes so unnerved
by solitude as to cry all the day long. Finally
she decided to leave the much-loved inland sea,
and tried to get a passage for America; this
was denied her, as also was the permission to
settle in Rome, but after various efforts she and
M. Rocca, her husband, escaped to Innsbruck
and travelled by way of Salzbourg to Vienna.
Their adventures were numerous, and in Austria
she just missed being arrested by French spies.
Crossing the Russian tronticr on the anniversary
of the Fall of the Bastille—that symbol of
tyranny—she registered a vow never again to
set foot in a country subject in any way to the
Emperor. Since the direct road to Petersburg
was occupied by troops, the travellers went
south to Odessa. During this long journey
Madame de Staél consoled herself by planning
a poem on Richard Ceeur de Lion, and by the
time she had reached Odessa her companions
had to use persuasion to prevent her going on
to Constantinople, Syria and Sicily, the scenes
of his adventures. Russia held no beauty

for her. The vast wheatfields, cultivated by
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of her income; peasants were enlisting with
enthusiasm. Entering the Kremlin and climbing
the tower of Ivan Veliki, she contemplated
Moscow spread out like 2 map at her feet, and
tried to count the minarets and domes of the
city churches and of the great monasteries in
the plain. How soon, she wondered, would
Napoleon be standing in that very tower,
monarch of all that she now surveyed. A
month later Moscow was in flames. The retreat
to the Beresina had begun.

At Petersburg she was received with homage.
The Czar Alexander, who was the pupil of La
Harpe, and so imbued with the idealistic view
of the Revolution, welcomed her. Owing to
the subjection of Europe, nearly all those
persons who were the enemies of Napoleon,
French émigrés, Spaniards, Swiss, and Germans
like Arndt, Stein, and Dornberg, had gradually
been drawn to Russia, and had taken refuge in
its capital. Stein was delighted to hear frag-
ments of “ De I’Allemagne ” read aloud by its
authoress one night at the Orloff’s.  “She has
saved a copy from the claws of Savary, and is
going to have it printed in England,” he wrote
in a letter to his wife. An eager audience leaned
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of Finland, she deplored the dreariness of the
scenery. Dull forests, composed of birch and
fir, frowning mountains, granite rocks, “ great
bones of the earth,” made her long for the
gentler climates of southern Europe. At Abo
she embarked on a *“frail ship ”’ for Stockholm,
and Schlegel remarked on the terror she
displayed at the prospect. Established in
Sweden, she began to organise vast conspiracies.
Her house became the home of all Napoleon’s
enemies, and the centre of an organised secret
service with the European courts. Madame de
Staél urged her friends to recall the exiled
General Moreau from America to take com-
mand of the allied troops against Napoleon,
and both the Czar and Bernadotte agreed with
her that it would be well to secure him. Ber-
nadotte was rather frightened by her activity;
he did not like being rushed into extremes, and
he could get neither money from England nor
men from Russia to carry out any scheme. His
fears caused him in a little while to send to
St. Petersburg to try to undo the newly made
treaty. Meanwhile, no stone was left unturned
by Madame de Staél that might prove of use
to the allies, and in February 1813 a small book
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tunities for educating public opinion against
tyranny. When Bernadotte had been finally
pushed into action and had left for Stralsund
to command the North German troops, taking
both Schlegel and Albert de Sta€l in his suite,
Madame de Staél went to London in order to
be a transmitter of news from the centre of all
fresh intelligence.

To scheme and plot in public affairs was at
the moment the occupation of every important
political person in Europe. The Czar was
endeavouring to force Metternich’s hand, and
to secure the friendship of Prussia. The French
Emperor was engaged in trying to bribe Austria
and Russia to allegiance. The Austrian Chan-
cellor was watching for an advantage that might
give his country a chance of becoming the
arbiter of other nations’ destinies. The in-
trigues and treaties that led up to the capitula-
tion of Paris before the allies, the history of the
diplomacy of the period, is immensely compli-
cated, but at length a net capable of enmeshing
the lion was constructed.

Napoleon realised his danger and tried to
break the meshes woven by his would-be

captors. He essayed to prevent Prussia from
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was not denationalised, and France was still

Russian Guards on the steps of the Opera
House. She hardly recognised her beloved
city, and was in despair at this her horrible
return. In spite of her cosmopolitanism she

the adored country of her soul. And yet it
was the moment of her greatest triumph: “En =
Europe il faut compter trois puissances:
I'’Angleterre, la Russie, et Madame de Staél.”*
She did the honours of Paris; all worlds met
at her house. Throughout her life, faithful to
the idea of liberty, and only hating Napoleon in
so far as he impersonated despotism, she com-
miserated him now that he was a prisoner.
Knowing the weakness of the Restoration, the
“Hundred Days” afforded her no surprise.
Napoleon on his return from Elba said he
knew ¢ combien elle avait été généreuse pour
lui pendant ses malheurs.” He tried to in-
gratiate himself with her: “Jai eu tort,” he
said to his brother Lucien; ¢ Madame de Sta€l
m’a fait plus d’ennemis dans son exil qu'elle ne
m’en aurait fait en France.”t He no longer
ignored her extraordinary influence throughout

* Madame de Chastenay, “ Mémoires,” vol. ii. p. 445.
+ P. Gautier, ¢ Madame de Staél et Napoléon,” p. 369.
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kind. Benjamin Constant was summoned by
the returned Emperor to discuss liberal ideas
with him. It was possible to doubt sentiments,
but notacts. The promise of public discussion,
of responsible ministers, of the liberty of the
press, and of free elections secured even
Lafayette’s allegiance. Waterloo followed too
soon upon this profession for any man to tell
what Napoleon would have accomplished with
his new policy. The contest that had lasted
for fifteen years was over. Napoleon went to
his island grave,'and Madame de Staél survived
his disappearance but two years.

It must be confessed that Madame de Stael
and the party to which she belonged judged =
the condition and situation of France in 1799
less well than Bonaparte. They believed in-
democracy as the panacea for all ills, and in the
immediate possibilities of the people. If
cynicism consists in seeing things as they
actually are and not as they might be, Napo-
leon was a cynic who, to reduce a turbulent
and uneducated mob to order, allowed his
policy to justify the worst fears of reasonable
as well as sentimental liberalism. He lacke

the understanding of the soul of peoples.
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cribed with power and charm.”

THE BRIDAL OF ANSTACE. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Westminster Gasette—** An individual charm and a sympathetic application
have gone to the conception of Miss Godfrey's book, a remarkable power of
characterisation to its making, and a refined literary taste to its composition.”

THE CRADLE OF A POET. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Spectator.— The whole story is pleasing and Miss Godfrey’s ¢ Seascapes’ are
executed with great realism.”

Pall Mall Gasette—** . . . the charm of beautiful writing, which cannot
fail to enhance Miss Godfrey’s literary reputation.

BY A. R. GORING THOMAS.

MRS. GRAMERCY PARK. Crown 8vo. 6/-

World—'* In the language of the heroine herself, this, her story, is delight-
fully ‘bright and cute.””
Qbserver—** Fresh and amusing.”

THE LASS WITH THE DELICATE AIR. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Athenceum.—* . . . drawn with a humeur that is distinctg] original. Mr.
Goring-Thomas has the rare Dickensian gift of imparting life and personality to
his characters.” =

Daily Chronicle.—** Mr. Goring-Thomas says many shrewd and clever things,
and, blending comedy with pathos has written an enjoyable book.”

BY HANDASYDE.
FOR THE WEEK-END. Crown 8vo. 6/~

Standard—** Only a woman, surely, would write such .deeg and intimate
truth about the heart of another woman and the things that give her joy when a
man loves her.”

A GIRL'S LIFE IN A HUNTING COUNTRY. Crown 8vo. 3/6

Daily News—* A sweet and true representation of a girl's romance.”
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JOHN LANES LIST OF FICTION

BY HENRY HARLAND.
THE CARDINAL'S SNUFF BOX. Crown 8vo. 6/~

Illustrated by G. C. Wilmhurst. 165th. Thousand.
4 A;‘adtmy—“'l'hc drawings are all excellent in style and really illustrative ot
the tale.”
Pall Mall Gasette—** Dainty and delicious.”
Times—** A book among a thousand.”

MY FRIEND PROSPERO. Crown 8vo. Third Edition. 6/-

Times— " There is no denying the charm of the work, the delicacy and
fragrancy of the style, the sunny play of the dialogue, the vivacity of the wit, and
the graceful flight of the fancy.”

orld—**The reading otyit is a pleasure rare and unalloyed.”

THE LADY PARAMOUNT. Crown 8vo. ssth Thousand. 6/-

Times—** A fantastic, delightful love-idyll.”
Spectator—** A roseate romance without a crumpled rose leaf.”
aily Mail—"*Charming, dainty, delightful.”

COMEDIES AND ERRORS. Crown 8vo. Third Edition. 6/-

Mr. HENRY {;MES, in Fortnightly Review—*Mr. Harland has clearly thought
out a form. . . . He has mastered a method and learned how to paint. . .. His
art is all alive with felicities and delicacies.”

GREY ROSES. Crown 8vo. Fourth Edition. 3/6 net

Daily Telegraph—*'‘ Grey Roses’” are entitled to rank among the choicest
flowers of the realms of romance.”

Spectator—** Really delightful. ‘Castles near Spain’ is as near perfection as
it could well be.”

Daily Chronicle—* Charming stories, simple, full of freshness.”

MADEMOISELLE MISS. Crown 8vo. Third Edition.  3/6

?eaker—" All through the book we are pleased and entertained.”
ookman—'* An interesting collection of early work. In it may be noted the
undoubted delicacy and strength of Mr. Harland’s manner.”

BY E. CROSBY HEATH.

HENRIETTA. Crown 8vo. 6/-
BY ALICE HERBERT.

THE MEASURE OF OUR YOUTH. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Evening Standard—'‘A very human, intelligible book. . . . exceedingly

clever and earnestly real.” 5 j o~ o2t
Morning Post—*' Reveals an unusual clearness of vision and distinction ot

style and thought.”
BY MURIEL HINE.
HALF IN EARNEST. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Daily Telegraph—* This is written with great spirit and a considerable
power of story-telling. It has sufficient attractive qualities to make it a readable
piece of work.” -

Pall Mall Gazette—"* The character-drawing throughout, indeed, is of unusual

merit.”
Morning Post—** Miss Muriel Hine is to be congratulated.”
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JOHN LANE'S LIST OF FICTION
BY ARNOLD HOLCOMBE.

THE ODD MAN. Crown 8vo. 6/~
Morning Post—** One of the most refreshing and amusing books that we have
read for some months. . . . ‘The Odd Man'is a book to put on one’s shelves

and Mr. Holcombe’s is a name to remember.”

BY ADELAIDE HOLT.
THE VALLEY OF REGRET. Crown 8vo. 6/~
Times—* Strong individualities, freshly conceived and firmly drawn.

s o e
The book is one which augurs well for the writer; for she certainly has the gift
of reaching the reader’s heart.”

BY WILFRID SCARBOROUGH JACKSON.
NINE POINTS OF THE LAW. Crown 8vo. 6/-

. Manchester Guardian—*‘ The kindly humorous philosophy of this most divert-
ing story is as remarkable as its attractive style. There is hardly a page without
something quotable, some neat bit of phrasing or apt wording of a truth.”

HELEN OF TROY. N.Y. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Daily Chronicle—*The story is at once original, impossible, artificial, and
very amusing. Go, get the work and read.”

TRIAL BY MARRIAGE. Crown 8vo. 6/-

World—** One can confidently promise the reader of this skilfully treated and
unconventional novel that he will not find a page of it dull. It is one that will be
not only read but remembered.”

BY MRS. JOHN LANE.
KITWYK. Crown 8vo. 6/-
A Story with numerous illustrations by HOWARD PYLE,
ALBERT STERNER and GEORGE WHARTON EDWARDS.

_ Témes—** Mrs. Lane has succeeded to admiration, and chiefly by reason of
being so much interested in her theme that she makes no conscious effort to

please. . . . Everyone who seeks to be diverted will read ‘Kitwyk’ for its
obvious qualities of entertainment.”
THE CHAMPAGNE STANDARD. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Morning Posi—‘‘ The author’s champagne overflows with witty sayings too
numerous to cite.”

Pall Mall Gaselte—** Mrs. Lane’s papers on our social manners and foibles are
the most entertaining, the kindest and the truest that bave been offered us for a
long time. . . . The book shows an airy philosophy that will render it of service
to the social student.”

BALTHASAR AND OTHER STORIES. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Translated by Mrs. JOHN LANE from the French of Anatole France

Daily Graphic—** The ori%inal charm and distinction of the author’s style has
survived the difficult ordeal of apFearing in another lan%uage. . . . ‘The Cure’s
Mignonette” is as perfect in itself as some little delicate flower.”
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JOHN LANE'S LIST OF FICTION

BY RICHARD LE GALLIENNE—continued. 1
LITTLE DINNERS WITH THE SPHINX. Cr. 8vo. 6/~

. Daily Telegraph—* Here is the same delicate phrasing, the same tender revela-
tion of emotions, always presented with a daintiness of colouring that reveals the
true literary artist.”

Star—*‘Mr. Le Gallienne touches with exquisite tenderness on the tragedy of
things that change and pass and fade.”

BY A. E. J. LEGGE.
MUTINEERS. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Speaker—** An interesting story related with admirable lucidity and remark-
able grasp of character. Mr. Legge writes with polish and grace.”

BOTH GREAT AND SMALL. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Saturday Review—** We read on and on with increasing pleasure.”
Times—** The style of this book is terse and witty.”

THE FORD. Crown 8vo. Second Edition. 6/-
Standard—** An impressive work . . . clever and thoughtful. *The Ford,’

deserves to be largely read.”

BY W. J. LOCKE.
DERELICTS. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Daily Chronicle—‘*Mr. Locke tells his story in a very true, very moving, and
very noble book. If anyone can read the last chapter with dry eyes we shall be
surprised. ‘Derelicts’is an impressive and important book.”

Morning Post—Mr. Locke’s clever novel. One of the most effective stories
that have appeared for some time past.”

IDOLS. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Punch—* The Baron strongly recommends Mr. W. J. Locke’s ‘Idols’ to all
novel readers. It is well written. No time is wasted in superfluous descriptions ;
there is no fine writing for fine writing’s sake, but the story will absorb the

reader. . . . It is a novel that, ence taken up, cannot willingly be put down
until finished.”
A STUDY IN SHADOWS. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Daily Chronicle—**Mr. Locke has achieved a distinct success in this novel
He has struck many emotional chords and struck them all with a firm sure hand.”

Athenceum—** The character-drawing is distinctly good. All the personages
stand out well defined with strongly marked individualities.”

THE WHITE DOVE. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Times—** An interesting story,, full of dramatic scenes.”

Morning Posi—* An interesting story. The characters are strongly con-
ceived and vividly presented, and the dramatic moments are powerfully realized.

THE USURPER. Crown 8vo. 6/-

World—** This quite uncommon novel.”

Spectator—** Character and plot are most ingeniously wrought, and the con-
clusion, when it comes, is fully satisfying.”

Times—** An impressive romance.”
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' JOHN LANE'S LIST OF FICTION

BY W. J. LOCKE—continucd.
THE DEMAGOGUE AND LADY PHAYRE. Cr. 8vo. 3/6

AT THE GATE OF SAMARIA. Crown 8vo. 6/-
Daily Chronicle—‘* The heroine of this clever story attracts our interest. . .
She is a clever and subtle study. . . . We congratulate Mr. Locke.”
Morning Post—'‘A cleverly written tale . . . the author’s pictures of
Bohemian life are bright and graphic.”
WHERE LOVE IS. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Mr. James DoucLras, in Star—‘‘1 do not often praise a book with this
exultant gusto, but it gave me so much spiritual stimulus and moral pleasure that
I feel bound to snatch the additional delight of commending it to those readers
who long for a novel that is a piece of literature as well as a piece of life.”

Standard—* A brilliant piece of work.”

Times—** The aunthor has the true gift ; his people are alive.”

THE MORALS OF MARCUS ORDEYNE. Cr. 8vo. 6/-

Mr. C. K. SHORTER, in Sphere—** A book which has just delighted my heart.
Truth.—** Mr. Locke’s new novel is one of the most artistic pieces of work I
have met with for many a day.’
. Daily Chronicle.—" Mr. Locke succeeds, indeed, in every crisis of this most
original story.”

THE BELOVED VAGABOND. Crown 8vo. 6/~
Truth.—* Certainal'y it is the most brilliant piece of work Mr. Locke has done.”
Evening Standard.—** Mr. Locke can hardly fail to write beautifully. He has

not failed now.”

SIMON THE JESTER. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Daily Telegraph.—'* . . . something of the precision of the pendant, com-
bined with an easy garrulity which is absolutely cﬂarming, and a literary style
which carries us from the beginning to the end with unfailing verve and ease
Fesglr Certain’iy you will not put down the book until you have read the last
page . . The style, the quality of the writing, the atmosphere of the novel,
the easy, pervasive charm . . . make us feel once more the stirring pulses
and eager blood of deathless romance.”

THE GLORY OF CLEMENTINA WING. Crown 8vo. 6/~

BY INGRAHAM LOYELL.
MARGARITA S SOUL. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Punch.—' There have been a great many ingenues (mock or real) in modern
fiction, and doubtless one or two in actual life ; but there never was one inside a
book or out of it who came within a four mile cab radius of Margarita. The book
is well worth reading.”

Westminster Gazelte.—** A book which does not let the reader's interest flag
for a moment. It is full of laughter and smiles, of seriousness, comfortable philo-
sophy and a few tears.”

BY CHARLES LOWE.
THE PRINCE'S PRANKS. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Evening Standard—' The *pranks’ are good reading. All his adventures
go with a swing, and the escapes are as exciting as anything we have read for a
fong time.”

Daily Chionicle—'* The book is always bright and often brilliant.”

Globe—** A very readable and pleasant book.”
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JOHN LANE'S LIST OF FICTION
BY LAURA BOGUE LUFFMAN.

A QUESTION OF LATITUDE. Crown 8vo. 6/~
BY A. NEIL LYONS.
ARTHUR'S. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Tisnes.—'* Not only a very entertaining and amusing work, but a very kindly
and tolerant work also. Incidentally the work is a mirror of a phase of the low
London life of to-day as true as certain of Hogarth’s transcripts in the eighteenth
century, and far more tender.”

Punch.—* Mr. Neil Lyons seems to get right at the heart of things, and I con-
fess to a real admiration for this philosopher of the coffee-stall.”

SIXPENNY PIECES. Crown 8vo. 6/~
Pall Mall Gazette.—* 1t is pure, fast, sheer life, salted with a sense of humour.”
Evening Standard.—** ‘ Sixpenny Pieces’ is as good as ‘Arthur’s’, and that

is saying a great deal. A book full of laughter and tears and hits innumerable

that one feels impelled to read aloud. ‘Sixpenny Pieces’ would be very hard
indeed to beat.”

COTTAGE PIE. A Country Spread. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Daily Graphic—* Mr. Lyons writes well and has literary talent.”
Daily Express—'‘Every story is masterly, clear, clean, complete. Mr. Lyons
is a rare literary craftsman and something more.”

Athenceum.—**  Cottage Pie’ is an achievement.”
BY FIONA MACLEOD (William Sharp).
THE MOUNTAIN LOVERS. Crown 8vo. 6/~

Literary World.—*'* We eagerly devour page after page; we are taken captive
by the speed and poetry of the book.”

Graphic.—* It is as sad, as sweet, as the Hebridean skies themselves, but
with that soothing sadness of Nature which is so blessed a relief after a prolonged
dose of the misery of ‘ mean streets.’”

BY FREDERICK NIYEN.
THE LOST CABIN MINE. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Athencum.—*' The book should be read by lovers of good fiction.”
Weastminster Gazelte.—** The whole story is told with an amount of spirit and
realism that grips the reader throughout.”

THE ISLAND PROVIDENCE, Crown 8vo. 6/~

Daily Graphic.—** Its descriptive power 1s remarkable. The author ‘springs
imagination,’ to use George Meredith’s words, and springs it with no more than
the tew words prescribed by that master.”

Academy.—** Vigorous writing.”

BY FRANK NORRIS.
THE THIRD CIRCLE. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Morning Post.—'* As a sketch by a great artist often reveals to the amateur
more of his power and skill than a large finished work in which the effect is con-
cealed, so in these virile little studies we are made to realise quite clearly what
powers of observation and what a keen eye for effective incident Mr. Norris had.”’

Spectator.—** A series of remarkable sketches and short stories by the late
Mr. Frank Norris . . . well worth reading.”
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BY JOHN PARKINSON.
A REFORMER BY PROXY. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Daily Chronicle—" For a first it is quite an excellent effort.
Morning Leader.—** A very promising book.”
Literary World.—* A thoroughly sound, matured piece of work.

OTHER LAWS. Crown 8vo. 6/-

*.* This book is distinctly the outcome of the latest *‘intellectual” move-
ment in novel-writing. The hero, Hawkins, is an African explorer. During a
holiday in England he falls in love with and captivates Caroline Blackwood, a
woman of strong personality. Circumstances prevent him from entering upon a
formal engagement ; and he departs again for Africa, without proposing marriage.
Caroline and Hawkins correspond fitfully for some time; but then a startling
combination of events causes Hawkins to penetrate further and further into the
interior ; a native village is burned, and a report, based apparently upon fact is
circulated of his death. Not until seven months have elapsed is he able to return
to Ergland. He finds Caroline married to 2 man who has found her money
useful. Here the story, strong and moving throughout, moves steadily to the
close, describing delicately and analytically the soul conflict of a man and a
woman, sundered and separate, with a yearning for each other's love.

BY F. J. RANDALL.
LOVE AND THE IRONMONGER. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Daily Telegraph.—* Since the gay days when Mr. F. Anstey was writing his
inimitable series of humourous novels, we can recall no book of purely farcical
imagination, so full of excellent entertainment as this first effort of Mr. F. J.
Randall. *Love and the Ironmonger’ is certain to be a success.”

Times—** As diverting a comedy of errors as the reader is likely to meet with
for a considerable time.”

Mr. Clement Shorter in The Sphere—‘‘1 thank the author for a delightful
hour’s amusement.”

THE BERMONDSEY TWIN. Crown 8vo. 6/-

. Pall Mall Gazette.—* Merry and bright farce. The incidents are most deftly
andled.”

Wesiminster Gazetle.—'‘There is a good deal of humour in some of the
situations.”

Daily Telegraph.—‘‘ Mr. Randall has written a wonderfully clever and
thorouggly amusing humorous novel. The Bermondsey Twin is a notable
addition to the all-too-sparse ranks of novels that are frankly designed to
amuse.”

BY HUGH DE S};}LINCOURT.
A BOY'S MARRIAGE. Crown 8vo. 6/~

Evening Standard—** Exceedingly realistic . . . butdoes not give the impres-
sion that anything is expatiated upon for the sake of effect. A daring but sincere
and simple {ook. . . . likely to attract a good deal of attention.”

Athencum—* The best points in Mr. de Sélincourt’s novel are his delicacy ot
treatment and sense of character. . . . He has the making of a fine novelist.”

THE STRONGEST PLUME. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Academy—** An uncomfortable story for the conventionally minded. It deals
a deadly blow to the ordinary accepted notions of the respectable.” !

Dazly Telegraph—** The story 1s a very commendable as well as a very inter-
esting piece of work.” .

Daily Mail—** A neat, artistic story.”
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BY HUGH DE SELINCOURT—continued.
THE HIGH ADVENTURE. Crown 8vo. 6-

Lvening Standard.—'* A novel for all lovers of the poetry of life * uttered or
unexpressed.”
. Morning Post.—*'* Mr. de Sélincourt certainly has a talent for describing rather
nice young men.”
Observer.—** A clever and refreshing story.’

THE WAY THINGS HAPPEN. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Morning Post.—* 'L he book has moments of grace and charm that few contem-
porary writers give us.”
. Pall Mall Gazette.—** * The Way Things Happen’ confirms a long-settled con-
viction that among the young generation ot writers there are few who can compete
with Mr. de Sélincourt for pride of place.”

Times.—** Reading this book is a surprising and a rare experience.”
A FAIR HOUSE. Crown 8vo. 6/~
Atheneum.—* 'L he book is tender and pathetic, and occasionally exhibits

considerable literary skill.”

Evening Standard —**A skilful study of life. Mr. de Sélincourt has a graceful
style and moreover, he possesses the power to make his reader share in his
emotions. The book is clever, and something more and better” )

Morning Post.—'** A Fair House’ undoubtedly is a pretty book.”

BY G. S. STREET.

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A BOY. F'cap. 8vo. 36 net
Fifth Edition.

Pall Mall Gasette.—** A creation in which there appears to be no flaw.”
Speaker.—** The conception is excellent and the style perfect. One simmers
with laughter from first to last.”

THE TRIALS OF THE BANTOCKS. Crown 8vo. 3/6

Westminster Gazelte.—'* Since Mr. Matthew Arnold left us we remember
nothing so incisive about the great British Middle, and we know of nothing ot
Mr. Street’s that we like so well.”

Saturday Review.—** Mr. Street has a very delicate gift of satire.”

Times.—** A piece of irony that is full of distinction and wit.”

BY HERMANN SUDERMANN.
REGINA : or THE SINS OF THE FATHERS. 6/~

Crown 8vo.  Also Canvas Back Library 1/6 net. Third Edition.
A Translation of ¢ Der Katzensteg,” by BEATRICE MARSHALL.
St. James's Gazette.—** A striking piece of work, full of excitement and strongly

drawn character.” i S ")
Globe.—* The novel is a striking one, and deserves a careful and critical

attention.”
BY MARCELLE TINAYRE.

THE SHADOW OF LOVE. Crown 8vo. 6/~

Translated from the French by A. R. ALLINSON, M.A.

** Ofthe newer French novelists Marcelle Tinayre is perhaps the best
known. Her work has been crowned by the French Academy and she possesses
a very large public in Europe and in America. The story deals with a girl’s love
and a heroic sacrifice dictated by love. ‘‘The Shadow of Love” is a book of
extraordinary power, uncompromising in its delineation of certain hard, some
might say repulsive facts of life, yet instinct all through with an exquisitely
tender and beautiful passion of human interest and human sympathy.
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BY IDA WILD.
ZOE THE DANCER. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Times.—* The literary style is a feature. There is a pleasing originality
about the account of the career of Zoe.” We should certainly like to hear again
from the author-”

Morning Leader—** Miss Wild can write, not only English, but good English,
Her style is often clever and brilliant. It shews a real sense and mastery of

words and idiom.”
BY M. P. WILLCOCKS.
WIDDICOMBE. Crown 8vo. 6/~

Evening Standard.—‘* Wonderfully alive and pulsating with a curious fervour
which brings round the reader the ver¥ atmosphere which the author describes.
. . . Afine, rather unusual novel. . . . There are some striking studies of women.”

Qucen.—** An unusually clever book.”

THE WINGLESS VICTORY. Crown 8vo. 6/~

Times.—** Such books are worth keeping on the shelves even by the classics,
tor they are painted in colours that do not fade.”

Daily Telegraph.—** A novel of such power as should win for its author a
position’in the front rank of contemporary writers of fiction.”

A MAN OF GENIUS. Crown 8vo. 6/-
Daily Telegraph.—* * Widdicombe’ was good, and ‘The Wingless Victory”

was perhaps better, but in * A Man of Genius’ the author has given us something
that should ussure her place in the front rank of our living novelists.

Punch.—** There is no excuse for not reading * A Man of Genius’ and making
a short stay in the ‘seventh Devon of delight.”
THE WAY UP. Crown 8vo. 6/~
Morning Post.—* Admirable . . . ‘The Way Up’ grips one’s attention

more completely than any of Miss Willcocks’ three previous novels.”
World.—“%he author has given us her best. This is a real literary achieve-
ment, a novel in a thousand and a work of art.”
Literary World—"This is a novel that on every page bears the hall-mark

of a genius.”
BY F. E. MILLS YOUNG.
A MISTAKEN MARRIAGE. Crown 8vo. 6/-

Pall Mall Gasetfe—*1t is a very sincere and moving story. The heroine
claims our sympathies from the first, and we follow her fortunes with absorbed
interest.”

CHIPE: Crown 8vo. 6/-
Morning Post.—* Original, vivid and realistic.”
Athencum.—*" A tale . . . of unusual romantic interest.”
ATONEMENT. Crown 8vo. 6/-
e

Morning Leader.—~* The book is certainly very powerful, and the end 1s
extraordinarily moving. The characters are human beings, and the whole thing
has the stamp of strong rugged life. . . . an exceptional and strong book.”

Daily Chronicle,—* A vigorous and striking story . . . unusally well told.
The author's power to describe places is as clear and incisive as it is in defining
his characters.”

SAM'S KID. Crown 8vo. 6/-
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