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ParT I.—REALITY.

CHAPTER 1.

The Quest For Truth.

HERE 1s an ancient Oriental fable which runs
T as follows: There was once a fabulously rich
potentate, who died bequeathing all his prop-
erty to Yusef, his favorite slave, with the one reserva-
tion that each of his sons was to be allowed to select
some one thing of value, which should be set aside from
the residue of the estate for the son to have and to hold
forever, with all appertaining thereto. The sons each
selected some one valuable piece of property. The
eldest selected the royal palace; the second, the famed
hanging gardens; the third, the jeweled peacock throne
bestudded with precious stones of great value, and so
on. Ilach son made his choice, and yet each bewailed
the fact that the great bulk of the potentate’s posses-
sions must pass into the hands of Yusef the slave.
Awaiting his turn sat the youngest son, a mere strip-
ling. When his elder brothers had each made his
choice, and the time of the youngest had come, he

turned to the executors, saying: “I choose Yusef the

~



6 THE MASTERY OF BEING.

slave!” A cry of wonder and admiration went up from
the assembled judges, courtiers, and soldiery, for the
stripling youth had displayed the greatest mental keen-
ness and cunning. TIle had chosen as his one piece of
property the favorite slave to whom the potentate had
bequeathed the bulk of his estate. As the will pro-
vided that with each piece of property chosen by the
sons should also go “all appertaining thereto,” the
owner of the slave thus became owner of the enormous
possessions forming the residuary bulk of the estate.
Under the law the slave’s possessions became the prop-
erty of the owner of the slave. By owning the slave
the lad became the owner of all except the comparatively
trifling things that the brothers had chosen. He had
chosen the only possible thing which, when owned,
made him the owner of all the rest of real and per-
manent value.

And so, in the spirit of the allegory, the attainment
of the knowledge of REALITY causes one to become

the attainer of All Truth, for All Truth is included in *

the content thereof. REALITY is the “one thing
which, when known, all is known.” It is the primal
and elemental Truth-of-All-Truth.

THE PATH OoF ATTAINMENT,

Truth is discovered only by those who have the

[
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courage, faith, and persistency to climb the steep Path
of Attainment; by those who brave the rocky, narrow
footpath; by those who are appalled not when they
gaze down upon the canyons far beneath them, seeing
the multitude of crawling, creeping things that look
like tiny ants—the world of men living on the lower
planes of thought. A clear head, steady nerves, sound
lungs, strong muscles, and sure feet are needed by him
who would attain the heights. Do you possess these?

Have you the courage to leave behind you all pre-
conceived notions, superstitions, and prejudices of finite
life? Have you the intellectual daring which alone
will enable you to make foot places along the jagged
cliffs in which your feet must be placed one after the
other as you mount higher and higher? Have you the
persistency which will cause you to proceed thus, step
by step, mounting higher and higher toward Truth
without becoming dizzy when you chance to look down-
ward over the immense distances which you have trav-
ersed? Have you the constancy which will enable you
to look upward and not downward, forward and not
backward, on the Path, caring for naught except to
reach the summit of the highest peak of the mountain
of Truth?

If you have these, O Seeker! then are you invited to
participate in the Quest for Truth, in the Inquiry for



8 THE MASTERY OF BEING.

ULTIMATE REALITY, which is SPIRIT. You are
invited to pursue the quest for this underlying, funda-
mental, actual, enduring, absolute Truth, this Ultimate
Verity—REALITY. The journey is long, arduous, and
tedious. Its path is strewn with jagged rocks, which
torment and bruise the feet of the intellect. Its grade
is steep, and the traveler ofttimes loses his breath and
feels insecure of his footing. His head swims and be-
comes dizzy. The spiritual air is very rare, and the
unaccustomed lungs of thought pant with the unusual
exertion. Ior remember, the Path of Knowledge lead-
ing to the recognition and realization of REALITY
winds around the sides of the steepest and highest
mountain of human mentation. He who reaches its
summit—he who gains its highest peak—has found

“that which, when known, all things are known.”



CHAPTER II.

Basic Principles of Reality.

HINKING men and women have ever meditated
T upon the nature, meaning, and reason of the
Universe and of the Self. Beneath the pop-

ular creeds, philosophies, and dogmas of his particular
time and place, man has always felt there must exist
an inner Truth which, if known, would make all else
intelligible. Hence the endless search for REALITY
which has distinguished thinking men and women in
all ages and all lands. Hence the ever present queries:
“What am 1?7 “Whence come 1?7 “What is the
object of my existence?” Hence the eternal “Why?”
on the lips of thinkers of the past and present, in every
clime, in every civilization, and among every people

of the race.

REALITY.

“REALITY” 1s a term used by philosophers to
designate that SOMETIIING which is fixed, eternal,
and unchangeable, and which underlies the universe of
changing forms, shapes, and conditions of things, and

which is the primal cause of them. Perhaps the best



10 THE MASTERY OF BEING.

and clearest definition of REALITY—as the term 1is
used in philosophy—is the following:—

“REALITY 1is that which does or may exist by
itself, and 1s not considered as forming part of any
other thing.”

Anything that does not answer the above definition
is held by philosophy to be non-reality, or mere appear-
ance.

REAsON.

While there have been some who have held that man
can never hope to know aught regarding REALITY
by the exercise of his reason, nevertheless the wise in
all ages and all lands have held the inquiry to be
legitimate and proper, maintaining that there is no
finite limit to the reach of the human reason. This
has been the report of the reason of the wisest of the
race, as we may discover by a study of the philosophic
thought of the past and present.

“There is no scientific problem which we may dare
to say the mind of man will never solve; no mystery
so deep or profound; no question has or ever will be
asked but a mind or brain will be evolved capable of
solving and answering.”—Haeckel.

“If it becomes essential for mankind to know, nfi-
nite nature will evolve an organ of mind that can
comprehend.”—Stevens.
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INTUITION.

In addition to reason, the faculty with and by which
man forms judgments regarding phenomenal facts,
there exists the faculty of intuition or direct knowl-
edge of the inner facts of life, which is a higher phase
of perception, and by which man receives more or less
clear reports regarding the inner verities of his being.
The perception of intuition is examined and passed
upon by the reason, is associated and correlated to the
report of the latter, and a new judgment—an intuitive-
intellectual judgment—is formed and becomes a part
of the “belief” of the man. Man, trusting to his intu-
ition, and combining the perception thereof with the
purely intellectual reports, is enabled to reach a higher
consciousness of BEING than is possible by purely

intellectual processes alone, or by pure intuition alone.

A GLIMPSE OoF THE HEIGHTS.

In these lessons we shall ask you to consider certain
fundamental reports of the reason, and the conclusions
arising therefrom. In order that you may understand
that which the Axioms of REALITY are designed to
unfold into your conscious recognition,—that you may
see in advance the aim and goal of the journey,—we
invite you to carefully consider the following Funda-
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mental Postulate in which is condensed the spirit of
the basic teaching embodied in these lessons. A “Pos-
tulate” is “something asserted, to which assent is chal-
lenged or demanded.”

In the Axioms of REALITY, and the teaching based
thereon in the following lessons, the points covered by
the Fundamental Postulate will be unfolded gradually,
argued logically, and the reports of reason stated. In
the Fundamental Postulate we are afforded a glimpse
of the Path over which we shall travel, and the heights
which we shall attain. In the Axioms of REALITY
we have the various ledges or planes of the inquiry.
Step by step we shall advance on the Path. Each
Axiom affords a resting place and a halt. The stu-
dent should master each step, and never leave the
resting place of any Axiom until he has fully ac-
quainted himself with it and associated it with those
which precede it.

FUNDAMENTAL POSTULATE.

I. There exists an ultimate, infinite, and eternal
principle of REALITY which is the essence, nature,
substance, and principle of All-that-IS. This principle
of REALITY is the certain Something which abides,
invariable and constant, as the essential principle in all

things, all creatures, all entities, all beings, and which
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precedes and survives all their changes of form, shape,
state, and condition. This principle ever remains
ttself, notwithstanding the infinite and eternal change
in form, shape, state, and condition in which it may
occur, appear, or present itself. This ultimate, infi-
nite, and eternal principle is known as REALITY.

II. REALITY is Absolute Unity. It is Independ-
ent and Free; Whole, Complete, and Perfect; Original
and Causeless; Eternal; Infinite; Ultimate; Absolute;
Formless; Indivisible; and Tmmutable. REALITY is
Infinite Substance, Infinite Energy, Infinite Life, Infi-
nite Law, and Infinite Mind.

III. REALITY is in Eternal Creation. It is the
support and background for the phenomenal appear-
ance of numberless universes incessantly manifesting
and disappearing. It is the changeless reality mani-
festing the eternal law of change. It is the uncon-
ditioned and absolute ground for all that exists
conditionally. In ITSELF it is ALL-THAT-IS. In
its Creation it is All-that-Appears; uncreate, it is
THE-ALIL. TIts Creation appears as the Cosmos.

IV. The Universe, with all contained therein, is
created in and by REALITY considered as Infinite
Mind. All Creation exists as IDEA in the Infinite
Mind of REALITY. The Will of REALITY is Uni-
versal Energy. The Pure Logic of REALITY 1is
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Universal Law. The Being of REALITY is Uni-
versal Life. The Substance of REALITY 1is Uni-
versal Substance. The Infinite Mind of REALITY,
in its Ideative and Volitional activities, is the Creative
and Conative Power of the Universe.

V. REALITY is immanent in its Creation, and in
every part thereof. In the characters of its conscious
creations it manifests itself as the artist in his work,
the poet, playwright, or writer in his characters. The
created universe is the cosmic dramatization of RE-
ALITY, through which it lives and acts, moves and
plays its infinitude of parts. REALITY, being indi-

visible and immutable, is immanent in each of its

< creations in its TOTALITY OF BEING. In and

back of each conscious being is the Presence and Power
of REALITY. REALITY is immanent in YOTU.
Hence the following

MESSAGE oF REALITY.

There is one principle of REALITY—the essence,
nature, substance, and principle of All-that-IS. This
principle—REALITY—always remains itself, indivis-
ible and immutable, notwithstanding the infinity of
apparent differences in manifestation of form, shape,
state, or condition under which it occurs, appears, or

presents itself in the phenomenal universe. You your-
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self are the Manifestation of that principle—REAL-
ITY. And, likewise, YOU are identical with it in the
totality of its essence, nature, substance, and reality.
The recognition of this Identity by the Intellect con-
stitutes the perception of Truth; the realization of it
by Intuition constitutes Illumination; the manifesta-
tion of it by Volition constitutes Mastery.

* * * * * * %

In this book you are invited to pursue the inquiry
in detail, both in the examination and investigation of
the Axioms of REALITY, the consideration of the
Nature of REALITY, the Process of Manifestation,
and the Facts of Immanence, Identity, and Mastery.

THE MeANING OoF TERMS.

Before proceeding to the Axioms of REALITY the
student is asked and advised to acquaint himself or
herself with the definition of the principal terms em-
ployed in our inquiry. It is impossible for one to
intelligently study the Axioms unless he or she be fully
acquainted with and informed regarding the terms
employed. A term is a peg upon which a thought is
suspended. The association of each thought with its
own particular term is needed in order that one may
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reason clearly. The clear and correct understanding
of terms is the first requisite of logical thought and
reasoning. Therefore, we say to the student: Master
the definitions before you proceed further, and then as
you proceed frequently refer to them.

FUNDAMENTAL DEFINITIONS.

ULTIMATE: Extreme, final; incapable of further
analysis, division, separation, resolution, refinement,
purification, or simplification.

INFINITE: Without limits, bounds, or measure-
ments; ultimate capacity and possibility of expression
and manifestation in time, space, quantity, quality,
and variety.

ETERNAL: Without beginning or ending of exist-
ence; always existing; existence without intermission ;
ceaseless; constant; everlasting; perpetual.

PRINCIPLE: The source or origin from which
anything proceeds; ultimate element or essence; the
original inherent essence of a thing, and its final and
ultimate essential nature.

ESSENCE: That which is the very and actual
nature of anything.

NATURE: The inherent and essential “thingness”

of the being of anything.
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SUBSTANCE: That which underlies all outward
manifestations; that which constitutes anything what
1t 1s; real and existing essence, nature, or being; that
which constitutes the Thing-in-Ttself, as distinguished

from its appearances or outward manifestations.



CHAPTER III.

Axioms of Reality.

” OU are now invited to acquaint yourselves with
the Axioms of REALITY. An axiom 1s a

self-evident and necessary truth—a proposi-
tion based on reason, which it is necessary to take for
granted in subsequent thought; or a proposition which
is so evident that when presented to the reasoning mind
it requires no further demonstration but commends
itself at once to the acceptance of every one capable
of thinking.

The science of logic, like that of higher mathematies,
is based upon axioms. An axiom, being based upon
the general and invariable report of recason of the race,
is not subjected to the demand for repeated proof upon
each occasion of its frequent employment as a bhasis for
demonstration and argument. To dispute the evidence
of the axioms of rational thought is akin to disputing
the validity of human thought itself. In the latter
case, however, even the validity of the disputation
would be attacked at the same time that the axiom was
attacked, for the disputation itself is a manifestation
of human thought. The axioms hold ever, unless we
deny the validity of reason.
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In the Axioms of REALITY lerein given will be
found the fundamental and elementary reports of the
reason regarding the Ultimate Principle of REALITY,,
which we have stated as the subject of our inquiry.
These axioms should be carefully studied, c‘onsidered,
and committed to memory. They will be found to
furnish an infallible touchstone with which to test the
soundness of any philosophical or metaphysical doc-
trine, dogma, or teaching. They are the report of
the highest philosophical thought of the ages directed
to the subject. They represent the essence of the
thought of the illumined of the race upon the subject
of REALITY. With the Axioms of REALITY the
student has at hand the master key with which to open
the many doors of the temple of knowledge. Rightly
used they will disclose the Truth-of-Truths.

We beg of the student to tarry awhile with the
axioms, to dwell with them awhile before passing on.
The mind that is saturated with the Truth embodied
in the axioms cannot go far astray on the path of
philosophical knowledge. They will serve as a con-
stant series of infallible guideposts, pointing ever to
the Truth. Do not pass them by as dull, dry, tedious,
or technical, for in them you will find all the interest
that is imaginable. In their few words is to he found

the essence of all philosophy and metaphysics. Make
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them your own, treat them well, and in the hour of
mental stress and trial they will be found by your side,
whispering the word of Truth in your ear, clearing
away all doubts, and brushing aside all conflicting and
contradictory arguments. Hold fast to the axioms,—
this is our first and last advice to the student,—hold
fast to the axioms!
AXIOM OF ACTUAL EXISTENCE.

FIRST AXIOM OF REALITY: REALITY is existent
in truth, in verity, and in fact as the essence, nature,
substance, and principle of All-that-IS.

This axiom announces the actual existence of RI-
ALITY ; not the imaginary existence, but the real,
veritable, truthful, and in-fact existence:; not the tem-
porary or temporal shadow of existence, but the fized,
unalterable, eternal existence, which alone constitutes
REAL existence ; not the existence of the fleeting form,
but the existence of the eternal cssence. This actual
existence is the “REALITY” of philosophy. Only that
which exists and remains unchanged, invariable, and
permanent may be said to be REALITY in the strict
philosophical sense of the term.

On every side, and in cverything, we perceive the
manifestation of constant change of form, shape, and
activity; everlasting and ever-manifest transmutation

of substance from one phase to another; impermanence
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in everything ; nothing stable; nothing constant; noth-
ing persisting; everything in constant motion; every-
thing in a state of flux; everything flowing on like a
river, never the samec for two consecutive moments;
cverything the ever-changing particles of a huge cosmic
flame ; nothing permanently “being”; everything con-
stantly “becoming™ or passing [rom one state to an-
other; action and reaction; cycles and rhythms; the
beginningless and endless sequence of events; the con-
stant operation of cause and effect; the Law of Change
ever modifying and altering the shape, form, activity,
state, and condition of everything, even from the very

moment of its creation or birth.

Being’s CeEASELESS TIDE.
We are constantly aware of the chameleon-like nature
and character of what Gautama the Buddha called

“Being’s ceaseless tide,

“Which, ever-changing, runs, linked like a river
By ripples following ripples, fast or slow,—
The same, yet not the same,—{rom far-oft fountain
To where its waters flow

“Into the seas. These, steaming to the sun,
Give the lost wavelets back in cloudy fleece
To trickle down the hills and glide again,
Having no pause or peace.
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“This is enough to know, the phantasms are;
The Heavens, Earths, Worlds, and changes chang-
ing them
A mighty whirling wheel of strife and stress
Which none can stay or stem.”

THE QUEST FOR PRINCIPLE.

Turning in despair from this contemplation, think-
ing men and women have sought for a fundamental
principle of REALITY underlying, supporting, and
sustaining the universe of finite, transitory, changing
shapes, forms, activities, states, and conditions,—that
“unconditioned and absolute ground for all that exists
conditionally,” which Plato asserted to be the real sub-
ject-matter of the inquiry of philosophy. "

The wise have ever refused to accept the changing,
impermanent, phenomenal universe as the ultimate
verity, truth, and fact of REALITY. They have
always insisted upon looking behind and wunder the
world of manifestation for the essence which they be-
lieved must lie back of it ; for the infinite essence under-
lying the finite; for the immutable essence underlying
the ever-changing; for the eternal essence underlying
the transitory.

Gazing upon the universal manifestation of the law

of change, the thoughtful ever have asked themselves
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and others the ultimate question: What is it that
manifests change? What is it that IS? What is it
that is actually, verily, truthfully, and in fact RE-
ALITY?

While the majority of the race has contented itself
with creating deities, gods, demigods, godlings, and
minor supernatural entities in endless variety, number,
and name, the wise of the race, discarding these crea-
tions of the naive imaginations of their brethren, and
ignoring the interested dogma of the various priest-
hoods attending the shrine of the local deities, tribal
gods, and supernatural personages, have ever sought
for the principle of REALITY which abides, lives, and
has its existence in the infinity of manifested forms,
shapes, activities, and existences of the universe, and
in which they so abide, live, and have their being.
Like old Omar, they have sought ever for that Abiding
Presence, that ULTIMATE REALITY,—

“Whose secret presence, throughout creation’s veins
Running Quicksilver-like, eludes our pains,
Taking all shapes from Mah to Mahi; and
They change and perish all, but HE remains.”

They have perceived that REALITY cannot be
merely the outward forms, shapes, activities, states,
and conditions of manifested existence, for the finite
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character of these were soon discovered. The material
panorama of the manifested universe was recognized
as a phantasmagoria, and all beings participating in
it as mere actors on the great stage of the Cosmos.
The wise have ever held that the manifested universe
is akin to a cosmic dramatization of REALITY ; that,

as Omar says,—

“We are no other than a moving row
Of Magic Shadow-shapes that come and go
Round with the Sun-illumined T.antern held
In midnight by the Master of the Show.”

NOUMENON AND PHENOMENON,

The philosophic mind of the race has ever distin-
guished between the mere outward appearance of the
universal activities and the essence or real activity
manifesting in and producing the outward appearance.
The universe of outward forms, shapes, activities,
states, and conditions is designated by the term “phe-
nomenal,” which means “visible; apprehended by ob-
servation; apparent; presented to the eye or senses.”
In its original Greek, the term “phenomenon” has a

common origin with “phantom,” «

phantasm,” etc., the
original Greek root of all these meaning “to appear;
to show.” The phenomenal world is often called by

philosophers “the world of appearances,” the term
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“appearance” being used as synonymous with “phe-
nomenon” and being similar in meaning to “appari-
tion.” In the majority of philosophiecs the “world of
appearances’ or “the phenomenal world” indicates a
“universal phantasmagoria” or “universal appari-
tion”—a great cosmic picture show or a procession of
phantasmal, apparitional shapes and forms subject to
states and conditions.

Opposed to the world of phenomenal appearance, the
philosophers assert the existence of that which they
call by various names, such as “Reality,” “Verity,”
“Truth.” REALITY is conceived of as the ultimate
essence, mature, substance, and wvery being of ALL-
that-IS.  Philosophers sometimes employ the term
“noumenon” to designate REALITY as we use the
term.

“TreE MASTER OF THE SHOW.”

Inquirers for REALITY, refusing to accept the
phenomenal world as ultimate reality, truth, or fact,
but recognizing the phantasmal nature of the “moving
row of Magic Shadow-shapes that come and go,” have
instituted a further inquiry. They have even denied
ultimate reality to “the Sun-illumined ILantern held
in midnight” and have insisted that naught will suffice
them other than the actual discovery of “the Master
of the Show” himself, who holds the Lantern. DBut
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they have not failed to realize the elusive nature of that
which they seek. They know full well the truth that
Omar uttered when he said that REALITY ever is but

“A moment guessed—then back behind the Fold
Immerst of Darkness round the Drama rolled,
Which for the pastime of Eternity
He doth Himself contrive, enact, behold.”

N

THE REPORT OF REASON,

The best philosophical thought of the past and pres-
ent has ever asserted the actual existence of an ultimate
principle of REALITY—the essence, nature, substance,
and reality of All-that-1S. The wisest of the race have
always maintained the actual existence of a certain
something which abides, invariable and constant, as the
essential principle of and in all things, all creatures,
all entities, all beings, and which precedes and sur-
vives all the changes of form, shape, state, and condi-
tion of phenomenal appearance. The only escape from
this conclusion is the assumption that each change of
form, shape, state, or condition is a separate, inde-
pendent, and original creation; that no changed thing
has a direct or indirect substantial connection with that
which immediately preceded it, or with that which
immediately succeeds it. This idea is unthinkable and
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1s not advanced by any philosophy worthy of the name
or having the respect of thinking men.

No matter what may be the theory of the philosopher
or sclentist, he will always admit that evolution is
merely a sertes of changing events and not a series of
separate “things.” Evolution is seen to be merely the
change of the apparent form, shape, state, or condition
of a certain SOMETHING which 1s the essence, na-
ture, substance, and principle of the entire series of
changing and changed “things.” 1t is the silken thread
upon which is strung the pearls of phenomenal exist-
ence. It is the UNCHANGING SOMETHING
which supports and holds together the UNIVERSE
OF CHANGING THINGS. It is the ETERNAL
BACKGROUND upon the surface of which appears
the endless procession of changing forms, shapes, states,
and conditions of the phenomenal Universe—the Mov-

ing-Picture Show of the Cosmos.

MONISM.

Professor Pringle-Patterson says: “Monism is, In
strictness, a name applicable to any system of thought
which sees in the universe the manifestation or work-
ing of a single principle. Such a unity may be said to
be at once the tacit presupposition and the goal of all
philosophic effort, and in so far as a philosophy fails
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to harmonize the apparently independent and even con-
flicting facts of experience, as aspects or elements
within a larger whole, it must be held to fall short of
the necessary ideal of thought. Dualism, in an ulti-
mate metaphysical reference, is a confession of the
failure of philosophy to achieve its proper task; and
this is the justification of those who consistently use

the word as a term of reproach.”

\

THE REPORT OF INTUITION.

In addition to the report of reason regarding the
necessity of an ultimate Principle of REALITY, the
intuition of man has ever informed him of the exist-
ence and presence of an abiding, unchangeable SOME-
THING WITHIN—a Something which transcends all
intellectual knowledge and reasoning processes, but
which 1s perceived to be ever present at the very heart
of one’s being, the very soul of one’s soul. Intuition
informs man that he is resting upon a great sea of
REALITY, that there is a Something underneath and
back of him which is the supporting reality of his
being and life. So universal is this perception of intu-
ition that the reason is bound to take it into considera-
tion and to combine and correlate it with its own
reports and judgments. Moreover, it remains for the
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reason to interpret and announce that which the intui-
tion inevitably perceives.

The conception of Deity—GOD—as immanent in his
creation, and indwelling in the hearts of men, is the
vague but insistent report of intuition which perceives
in the center of the nature and being of the individual
the existence and presence of that Something which is
the essence, nature, substance, and very being of All-
that-IS—that which is called REALITY. As an ad-
vanced teacher has said: “The being you have heard
of as God cxists metaphysically but as an idea of your
mind, and really is an attempt on the part of your
mind to grasp the nature of your own being; and it is
the business and duty of every human entity to assume
absolute identity with the idea of God.' The idea of
God is the best description in the universe, in its
purity and in its perfection, of what you really are,
thrown out, as it were, a thought picture upon the
enterprise of ‘the universe.” The universal intuitive
perception and conception of a God of some kind is the
result of this inevitable report of intuition that there
is a REALITY in which we live and move and have
our being, and which also lives and moves and has its

P
being in ourselves.



CHAPTER 1IV.

Axioms of Reality — Continued.

AXIOM OF INCLUSIVENESS.

that is in actual BEING; all that is in actual

ECOND AXIOM OF REALITY: REALITY is ALL
S BEING is REALITY.

This axiom announces the inclusiveness of REAI-
ITY. REALITY is perceived to include within its
content and being ALL that actually is in BEING—
all that really 1S. REALITY is perceived actually
to BE ALL-there-IS. Likewise, it is perceived that
ALL that occurs, appears, or is presented in the form,
shape, state, or condition of “Becoming” is not in actual
BEING, and therefore is excluded from the content and
being of SPIRIT.

AcTUATL BEING.

“Actual BEING” is that which'is existent in truth,
in verity, and in fact; that which has a fixed, unalter-
able, eternal existence; that which is the same yester-
day, to-day, and to-morrow. Nothing that changes in
Time can be said to be in actual BEING, for it does
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not exist in ils original state even for the briefest
moment of consideration in thought. Tven if we
reduce the period of thought-consideration to the infin-
itesimal point of a second of time, the phenomenal
thing under consideration undergoes change during
that consideration—this from the fact that Time itself
1s but a record of change, and the smallest period
thereof must be a record of change. A thing which
changes even in the infinitesimal moment of time when
1t 1s under consideration by the mind cannot be said
to have been in actual BEING at all. All that has
been perceived as in apparent existence is a series of
changes of form, shape, stale, or condition; a proces-
sion of such and no one real, abiding thing; there has
been no actual BEING at all, merely a serics of states
of “Becoming.” The only actual BEING is vested in
the essence, nature, substance, and principle of the
Thing.
“BrcoMiNg.”

“Becoming” is a term used in philosophy to designate
the ever-changing state of phenomenal things. The
term means “passing from one state to another.” Many
philosophers, ancient and modern, from Iferaclitus the
Ephesian (500 B.C.) to Bergson of to-day, have held
that to the universe there is no BEING but only an

eternal “Becoming.” 1If the universe be conceived of
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as simply an eternal series of changing things, with no
unchanging background or continuous essence, then
this theory holds good, for there can be no BEING in
a series of infinite changes, for nothing would persist
long enough to BE; even at the instant of its birth it
would have begun to change into something else.
Everything in the phenomenal Universe is undergoing
this eternal change. As Bergson says: “Though we
may do our best to imitate the mobility of ‘becoming’ :
by an addition that is ever going on, ‘becoming’ itself
slips through our fingers just when we think we are
holding it tight.” The idea of “Becoming” is that
there are no things, but only actions; no fixed thing-
ness, but only changing events. Bergson compares the
universe to a great moving picture which is never in
actual BEING for a single moment but which is always
“Becoming”—the rapid motion giving to the “Becom-
ing” the appearance of actual BEING. Unless we
grant the unchanging ESSENCIE or background of
REALITY, then, indeed, there is no actual BEING.
This axiom includes in the content and being of
REALITY all that s in actual BEING. Likewise, it
excludes from the content and being of REALITY all
that s merely “Becoming.” 'Thus we sce the actual

)

existence of all “Becoming™ is denied; the appearance

of such must be accounted for in another way.
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AXIOM OIf INVARIABLE IDENTITY.
THIRD AXIOM OF REALITY: REALITY is always

and invariably itself, and never other than itself.

This axiom announces the invariable identity of
REALITY. It accords with the Primary Laws of
Thought which hold that a thing s always iiself, and
never other than 1itself, in spite of the forms, shapes,
states, or conditions under which 1t occurs, presents
iself, or appears. REALITY can never, under any
circumstances, be other than itself, no matter what
disguises it may assume in manifestation in the phe-
nomenal world. Neither can it change itself into
something else, or become soniething else, than itself.
Neither can it change the ultimate facts of its essence,
nature, substance, and reality. Neither can 1t acquire
characteristics, qualities, properties, or attributes not
originally and essentially its own. All apparently such
must be recognized as merely a part of the phenomenal
world of appearances. Nothing can rob BEING of its
invariable identity. Neither can it tself divest itself
of its invariable identity. REALITY and its invari-
able identity are inseparably bound together, and are
the one and the same thing, forever undivorceable.
The reason is unable to think otherwise. So long as
the reason functions it must report the truth of the

Axiom of Invariable Identity. No thing can be other
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than itself. REALITY must ever and invariably re-
main itself and nothing else.

AXIOM OF THE NEGATION OF NOTHINGNESS.

FOURTH AXIOM OF REALITY: “NOTHINGNESS,”
being the negation of REALITY, does not exist.

This axiom announces the Negation of Nothingness.
The conception of NOTHINGNESS 1is the antithesis
of the conception of REALITY, which alone is actual
BEING. The two cannot exist at the same time.
Kither REALITY 1s nof, or else Nothing ¢s not.
Either REALITY 1s, or Nothing . We have dis-
covered the fact of the existence of REALITY ; there-
fore, we must of necessity deny the existence of
Nothing. It may seem childish to assert so emphatic-
ally that Nothing has no existence. But when we meet
with the assertion of Nothingness advanced by certain
thinkers as an explanation of the facts of being, we shall
see the necessity of either affirming or else denying its
existence. Ilence this absolute denial and negation of
Nothing and Nothingness. They are meaningless
words and have no counterpart or reason in actual
existence and being. These terms are valid only in the
fact of bringing REALITY into positive and clear
relief by reason of the contrast. As a positive concept,
“Nothing” is fallacious, fictitious, and untruthful, hav-
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Ing no basis 1n verity, reality, fact, or experience. Tt is
a mere statement of the absence of existence. “Noth-
ing” either s or is not. The reason refuses to accept
the idea that it is, therefore it reports that it is not.
With this report alto comes the report that “from
Nothing no thing can come”™—"“ex nihilo nihil fit.”
And, likewise, “into Nothing no thing can go.” Any-
thing that appears to come from Nothing, or to go to
Nothing, is seen by the reason never to have been,—to
have had naught but an illusory and fictitious shadow

of existence.

AXiOM OF ABSOLUTE UNITY.
FIFTH AXIOM OF REALITY: REALITY is Abso-

lute Unity and Omneness.

This axiom announces the Absolute Unity of RIS-
ALITY. By Absolute Unity is meant Absolute ON Ii-
NESS OF BEING. Absolute Unity does not mecan
a mere loose association or union between diversified
parts or separate things, such as the union of atoms or
parts of a thing; or the association of individuals, such
as a congress, army, crowd, assembly. Absolute Unity
means a state of absolute oneness, absolute singleness
as opposed to plurality. Absolute Unity does not mean
a temporary union; Absolute Unity means an eternal,
fixed, immutable, and invariable Unity or Oneness.
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Absolute Unity means unity absolute, without any
qualification or reservation whatever.

The Absolute Unity of REALITY is the report of
all trained and developed reason directed to the sub-
ject. All philosophy worthy of the name has expressed
the necessary report of the reason that Ultimate Reality
i1s One and one only. Science has agreed in this report
and has announced the existence of a One “infinite and
eternal energy from which all things proceed.” It is
a mathematical and logical truism that “the infinite
must be absolute unity.” Without such Absolute Unity
the facts of the phenomenal universe cannot be ex-
plained. The constant change of form, the constant
correlation of energy, the constant transformation and
transmutation of substance—all these indicate the ex-
istence of one common and universal essence, nature,
substance, and reality, from which all manifestations of
form, shape, state, condition, and activity are expressed.

Denial of the Absolute Unity of REALITY is the
denial of the ultimate principle of REALITY itself,
and the assertion of the existence of many Principles
of REALITY. This, if true, would destroy all infi-
niteness and cause every one of the many principles to
be finite, bounded, limited, and opposed to each other.
All human thought and experience is directly opposed
to this conception. Every instinct, intuition, and rea-
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son of the human mind reports the logical necessity of
the existence of a ONE TUltimate Principle of REAL-
ITY by whatever name it may be called. All philos-
ophy, and all science, holds to this idea of the Absolute
Unity of the Ultimate Principle of REALITY. The
trained and developed human reason inevitably reports
this fact as axiomatic. A Unity which is not an Ab-
solute Unity 1s a mere temporary and loose union, and
is but the assertion of Non-Unity.

AXIOM OF INDEPENDENCE AND FREEDOM.

SIXTH AXIOM OF REALITY: REALITY is Inde-
pendent and Free.

This axiom announces the independence and freedom
of REALITY. By “independent” is meant “not de-
pendent; not supported by, or reliant upon, others.”
By “free” is meant “not subject to control by others;
not subordinated, constrained, restricted, restrained, or
subjected to others.”

There is nothing other than itself upon which RE-
ALITY can depend, rely, or support itself, or by which
it can be controlled, subordinated, constrained, re-
stricted, restrained, or subjected. REALITY being the
essence, nature, substance, and principle of All-that-IS,
there can be nothing else upon which it can depend,
and nothing else to which it can be subject or subor-
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dinate, nor by which it can be restrained, restricted, or
controlled. The reason inevitably reports that REAL-
ITY, by the very facts of its essence, nature, substance,
and principle, must be and is independent and free.

AXIOM OF WHOLENESS, COMPLETION, AND
PERFECTION.

SEVENTH AXIOM OF REALITY: REALITY is
Complete, Whole, and Perfect.

This axiom announces the Wholeness, Completion,
and Perfection of REALITY. By “whole” 1s meant
“containing the lotal amount; total; entire.” By “com-
plete” is meant “finished; lacking nothing requisite to
wholeness and perfection; not deficient in any respect.”
By “perfect” is meant “consummated; whole; finished ;
nothing wanting or lacking.”

REALITY 1is perceived to be whole, complete, and
perfect by the very fact of its essence, nature, substance,
and reality. It being the essence, nature, substance,
and reality of All-that-IS, and there being nothing
other than itself in existence, it follows that there can
be nothing that could make it whole, or complete and
perfect it, if it be not so already. If it is held to be
not whole, complete, and perfect, then it must also be
held that it can never become whole, complete, or per-
fect, for there is nothing which could be added to it to
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make it whole, complete, or perfect it, and nothing that
could act as the maker-whole, completer, or perfecter.
It cannot be made, by change, more whole, complete,
or perfect than it is, for it cannot become other than
itself. If there is anything lacking in or to REAL-
ITY, then such must always remain lacking, for RE-
ALITY is All-that-IS and cannot be other than itself.
The reason inevitably reports that REALITY is whole,
complele, and perfect.



CHAPTER V.

Axioms of Reality — Continued.

AXI(;M OF ORIGINALITY AND CAUSELESSNESS.

IGHTH AXIOM OF REALITY: REALITY is
Original and Causeless.

This axiom announces the Originality and
Causelessness of REALITY. By “original” 1s meant
“preceding all others; first; primary; primitwe; that
which s the origin, cause, source, or primary root from
which all else has proceeded.” By “causeless” is meant
“without preceding cause, origin, root, or source; un-
created.”

REALITY is perceived to be primary, first, preceding
all, the source, origin, or root from which all else has
proceeded. It is also perceived to be uncaused and
uncreated. As it is the essence, nature, substance, and
very being of All-that-IS, and as there is nothing other
than itself, it must be original and uncaused, for there
is nothing else which could have preceded it, nothing
else which could have caused it, nothing else which
could have created it. It cannot have proceeded from
or been caused or created by Nothing, for Nothing is
denied and is not in existence. If there is a Creator
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of REALITY,—a Something preceding it,—then that
Something is really REALITY, and that which we
have been considering as REALITY is a mere mani-
festation or appearance,—in which case the inquiry is
merely moved back a point and the axiom still stands
in its full effect and virtue.

REASON Vvs. IMAGINATION.

All human thought and reasoning, carried to its
logical conclusion, brings one to the inevitable con-
clusion that there must be assumed to exist an ORIG-
INAL SOMETHING, an Uncaused and Uncreated
Thing. The reason cannot escape this conclusion,
although the imagination may find it impossible to
image or make a mental picture of an original, un-
caused, uncreated thing. The imagination having had
experiences only with sccondary, caused, and created
things, is unable to picture the contrary thereof. But
the reason 1is enabled to transcend the imagination
when trained and developed by logic.

All human thought, in spite of the imagination,
eventually postulates the existence of Something orig-
inal, uncaused, uncreated. This Something it may call
Matter, Spirit, Mind, Being, or God-—names matter-
not. The reason bases its entire edifice of thought
upon this postulate. But the imagination, like the
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child, persists in inquiring, “But who made God?”"—
so hypnotized by finite cause and effect is it.

When the reason trains the imagination to picture
cause and effect as merely the procession of changes
which eternally passes in infinite array upon the sur-
face of Appearance,—REALITY being the eternal
background of Reality upon which the Cosmic Moving-
Picture Show moves and appears,—then REALITY is
perceived to be original, uncauged, and uncreated.
When the nature of cause and effect is perceived by
reason, then the hypnotism of Causation is dispelled
and the imagination is able to form the proper image.

The only escape from the conclusion that REALITY
is original, uncaused, and uncreated is the idea that it
proceeded, arose, or sprung from Nothing. This is
seen at once to be a fallacy, for from Nothing no
thing can come; and, finally, there is no such thing as
Nothing—it is merely a word.

The reason should be tested upon this axiom. It
should be urged and encouraged to endeavor to discover
the possibility of there being no original, uncaused, or
uncreated thing in existence. Even if it regards the
universe as a Whole Thing composed of an infinity of
ever-changing parts, then it must hold that the Whole
Thing is original, uncaused, and uncreated. Tven if it

regards the universe as a procession of ever-changing
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forms and shapes, permeated by a common essence,
nature, substance, and principle, then the latter must
be held to be original, uncaused, and uncreated. Even
if it regards the universe as something created by a
Supreme Being, either apart from itself or immanent
in it, then that Supreme Being must be held to be
original, uncaused, and uncreated. In either case the
result is the same. And whatever may be the concep-
tion which serves as the premise, the original, uncaused,
and uncreated Something which emerges as the con-
clusion of the reasoning is seen to be the REALITY

of our inquiry.

AXIOM OF ETERNITY.
NINTH AXIOM OF REALITY: REALITY is Eternal.

This axiom announces the Iternity of REALITY.
By “Eternal” is meant “without beginning and end of
existence,; always existing; existence without intermis-
ston; ceaseless; constant; everlasting; interminable;
perpetual.”

REALITY is perceived to be eternal by the very fact
of its essence, nature, substance, and being. For the
same reasons that it is seen to be original, uncaused,
and uncreated, it is perceived to be eternal. For there
is nothing else than itself from which it could have
come; and it could not have come from Nothing.
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Neither is there anything else into which it can change.
It must always be itself ; and it cannot change, proceed,
or disappear into Nothingness.

If there had ever been a time in which REALITY
was not in existence, then it would not be in existence
now, for Something cannot come from Nothing. If
it is in existence now, it will always be In existence,
for Something cannot disappear, proceed, or change
into Nothing. And there never has been, is not now,
and never can be anything else than itself for it to
proceed from or into.

The imagination, for reasons already stated, finds it
almost impossible to picture a bheginningless and endless
Thing. But the reason finds the report of the exist-
ence of Something Iiternal at the foundation of all
thought. It cannot escape the conclusion. It may call
this Something Eternal by one of many names, but the
recognition is universal and common to the reason.
Whether the universe be considered as one in essence,
or a union of diverse parts of things, the Whole Thing
must be considered as KEternal. The fact of the Eter-
nity of REALITY is axiomatic, self-evident, and indis-
putable. The human reason must so ever report.

AXIOM OF INFINITY,

TENTH AXIOM OF REALITY: REALITY is Infi-
nite,
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This axiom announces the Infinity of REALITY.
By “Infinite” is meant (1) “unlimited; boundless; im-
measurable; illimitable; interminable; limitless; (2)
ultimate capacity and possibility of expression and
manifestation in time, space, quantity, quality, and
variety.”

REALITY is perceived to be infinite, in hoth of the
above general meanings of the term, by the very fact
of its essence, nature, substance, and very being. For
there is nothing else than itself to limit, bound, or
determine 1t. Neither is there anything other than
itself to impair its ultimate capacity and possibility of
expression and manifestation. There is nothing to
limit it and nothing with which to limit it even in
thought. The mind is unable to conceive of a limit in
time, space, quantity, quality, or variety to REALITY.
Try as hard as we may, we are not able to place the limit
on the manifestation and expression of REALITY.
The reason refuses to entertain the idea of such limit.
And even the imagination is unable to fix the same,
although it is likewise unable to make a mental picture
of the Infinite, for reasons already stated. The fact
of the infinity of REALITY is axiomatic; it cannot be

denied.
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AXIOM OF ULTIMATENESS.

ELEVENTH AXIOM OF REALITY: REALITY is
Ultimate.

This axiom announces the Ultimateness of REAL-
ITY. By “Ultimate” is meant “extreme; last; final;
elemental; pure, simple, and essential; incapable of
further analysis, refinement, reduction, or resolution.”

REALITY is perceived to be ultimate, in the above
meanings of the term, by the very fact of its essence,
nature, substance, and reality. It is conceived of and
perceived as being the final, extreme, refined, pure,
simple, and essential nature, substance, and reality of
All-that-IS. It is seen to be the ultimate source or
origin from which all existence flows; the ultimate ele-
ment and essence of existence; the final and ultimate
fact of existence; the essential, simple, pure, and ulti-
mate substance of existence; incapable of further analy-
sis, resolution, refinement, purification, simplification,
or perfection. REALITY is the ultimate fact of exist-
ence. Further than it the conception of existence can-
not go. Further than it we cannot think of existence.
Tt 1s the very heart and soul of existence; it is the very
center of That-which-IS. It is the very QUINTES-
SENCE OF IS-NESS.
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AXIOM OF ABSOLUTENESS.
TWELFTH AXIOM OF REALITY: REALITY is

Absolute.

This axiom announces the Absoluteness of REAL-
ITY. By “Absolute,” as the term 1is herein employed,
s meant “sovereign; self-existing; self-sufficient; self-
controlled ; unqualified.”

REALITY is seen to be absolute, in the above stated
meanings of the term, by the very fact of its essence,
nature, substance, and reality. It being the ultimate
essence of The ALL, there can be nothing sovereign
to it; nothing to rule, govern, or control it. Being
All-there-IS in real existence, being original, uncaused,
uncreated, independent, infinite, eternal, and ultimate,
it follows that it must he self-existent, self-sufficient,
and self-controlled. In Absolute Reality there must
be all the presence and power there is. Just as infin-
ity expresses boundlessness in manifestation in time,
space, variety, ete., so does absoluteness express bound-
lessness in power and authority and being. There 1s
no higher term in the language. It expresses the limit
of power. REALITY is seen to be absolute by the
very fact of its BEING. There is nothing else to
share or divide power, authority, or being with RE-
ALITY. It is perceived by reason to be absolute, and
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the imagination will offer but little objection to the
idea.
AXIOM OF FORMLESSNESS.

THIRTEENTH AXIOM OF REALITY: REALITY is

Formless.

This axiom announces the Formlessness of REAL-
1TY. By “Form” 1is meant “shape, mould, figure,
configuration,” all of which indicate finite dimension or
measure, length, breadth, height, thickness, or circum-
ference. “Formless,” of course, means “without form;

lacking determinate form or shape.”

REALITY is perceived to be Formless in the full
sense of the term, as above stated, by the very fact of
its essence, nature, substance, and reality. Form is an
attribute of matter, and must be absent from imma-
terial substance. Moreover, form indicates and ex-
presses finite limitation and determination in space.
No thing that is infinite can have form. Form im-
mediately sets up limits and bounds. Form would
destroy the infinity of REALITY. It is impossible
for an infinite thing to have bounds or limits in space.
Form 1s a characteristic indication, quality, attribute,
and property of material phenomena and is utterly
opposed to the facts of Reality. To attribute form
to REALITY 1is akin to attributing “parts” to it.
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Form can no more be attributed to REALITY than to
the concept of Infinite Space, or Infinite Substance,
or Infinite Anything. Moreover, form can no more be
considered as an attribute of REALITY than of Mind,
or Life, or Inergy, or Law. REALITY cannot be
thought of as having Form, Shape, or Size by reason
of the very facts of its being.



CHAPTER VI.

Axioms of Reality — Concluded.
AXIOM OF INDIVISIBILITY.

OURTEENTH AXIOM OF REALITY: REALITY
F is Indivisible.

This axiom announces the Indivisibility of
REALITY. By “Indivisible” is meant “inseparable;
incapable of separation or division into parts; incapable
of partition; the state of original, simple, and absolute
Oneness.”

From our consideration of REALITY we perceive
that it is indivisible, in the full sense of the term as
above stated, by the very fact of its essence, nature,
substance, and very being. REALITY is not a com-
posite union which may be indefinitely divided or sep-
arated into parts, but is an absolute unity which is an
original, simple, and absolute Oneness, incapable of
partition, separation, or division into parts of itself.
REALITY can no more be divided than it can be
added to, subtracted from, or multiplied. Its absolute
unity cannot be attacked, defeated, or impaired by
division or partition. Being ultimate, it is incapable
of further analysis, division, or separation. If it could
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be divided or separated into parts, it would cease to be
ultimate. If there were two or more ultimates, neither
would be ultimate; there would be no ultimate at all.
If there were two or more infinites, neither would be
mfinite; there would be no infinite at all. Remember
the truism, “The infinite must be absolute uriity.”
The idea of the ultimate and infinite being trans-
formed into many non-ultimate, finite things is absurd
and unthinkable. It would defy the Primary Laws of
Thought, for REALITY is always itself, and cannot be
other than itself.

REALITY cannot be divided, separated, or parted,
because (1) there is nothing to divide, separate, or
part it; (2) nothing with which it may be divided,
separated, or parted; (3) nothing to fill into the space
between the divided, separated, or parted parts.

Iven the conception of Materialism, which postulates
the existence of Matter as Ultimate Principle, or that
of Science, which asserts the Ither to be Ultimate
Principle, does not assume that this Ultimate Principle
is divisible. On the contrary, it expressly and posi-
tively holds that Ultimate Principle is indivisible, as
indeed every conception of Ultimate Principle must so
hold. Materialism holds that there is an Ultimate
Universal Principle, called either Matter, Substance,
Energy, or Universal Ether (according to the particular
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school of Materialism), and that all shapes, forms, and
activities are merely centers of activity or emergy in
that Ultimate Principle. The Universal Principle 1is
held to be indivisible, continuous, without parts, in-
capable of separation or division into parts. The word
“parts” 1is used merely figuratively in materialistic
philosophy. To admit of divisibility, or “parts,” in
the Universal Ether would be to destroy its claimed
ultimate nature.

The very conception of Ultimate Principle, by what-
ever name it may style the same, must carry with it
the conception of indivisibility. Partition means “to
part from”; the reason refuses to consider that any-
thing can be parted from Ultimate Principle.

OMNIPRESENT TOTALITY.

It is also a logical necessity that an Infinite Unity
must be present in its totality, wherever it 1s present
at all. A Universal Unity must be infinite, and an
Infinite must be an Universal Unity; there is no log-
ical escape from this conclusion. Infinite Unity can
have no “parts”; it is a Whole wherever it is present.
And it must be present everywhere, being infinite. So
that, again, it is seen that the Infinite Unity must be

present everywhere in its totality of being. REAL-
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I'TY 1is thus seen to be ommipresent in its totality at
all times.
AN ERROR OF PANTIHEISM.

The fact of the indivisibility of REALITY also
serves to refute the idea of a certain form of Panthe-
1sm now so popular under various names. The funda-
niental principle of this form of Pantheism is that
“the One becomes the Many” by separation or division
into “parts.” The expression that everything and
evervbody is “a part of God” is seen to he a fallacy
when the necessary fact of the indivisibility of ultimate
substance 1s seen. Nothing can be a “part” of that
which is indivisible. By the very nature of its being,
the Infinite can never hecome many finites; the Eternal
can never become many temporalities, for the element
of time, heginning and ending, is introduced into the
problem by the separation. Ifach Infinite fact of RE-
ALITY 1s denied by division and separation, and finite
facts are substituted. From any point of view, from
every aspect of consideration, divisibility must be denied
of Ultimate Principle, by whatever name we may call
it. Therefore REALITY is perceived to be Indivisible.

AXIOM OF IMMUTABILITY.

FIFTEENTH AXIOM OF REALITY: REALITY is

Immutable.

By “Immutable” is meant “changeless; wunchange-
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able; incapable of change; not susceptible to change;
invariable ; constant ; stable; unalterable.”

From our consideration of REALITY we perceive
that it is immutable, in the full sense of the term as
above stated, by the very fact of its essence, nature,
substance, and very being. This is the inevitable report
of reason. Change is the characteristic of the finite
forms of the phenomenal world; it has naught to do
with Ultimate Principle. Change implies subjection
to the laws of Time and Causation, but REALITY 1is
eternal, causeless, and original. Change would defeat,
nullify, and destroy every infinite fact of REALITY—
the very ultimate nature of REALITY itself. Change
is utterly and absolutely opposed to every fact of the
essence, nature, substance, and principle of REALITY.
It is seen to be unthinkable in connection with RE-
ALITY. If REALITY is subject to Change, then it
1s not Ultimate Principle at all, and we must look still
further for Ultimate Principle, for the very spirit of
the conception of Ultimate Principle depends upon its
mmmutability. Reason demands and will accept noth-
ing less than A CHANGELESS GROUND FOR THE
CHANGING FORMS OF THE UNIVERSE.

There 1s nothing else than itself into which REAL-
ITY can change itself or can be changed, for REAL-
ITY is All-that-IS. There is nothing else that could
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so change it. REALITY can never be more, or less,
or other than itself. If it were to change itself, or be
changed into Something Else, them there would no
longer be REALITY ; REALITY would have disap-
peared. The new and changed thing would have begun
in time and thus become timed and not eternal. It
cannot be supposed that REALITY can “change its
form,” for 1t has no form to change, and cannot be-
come formed by reason of its infinite nature.
Moreover,—and this is the final reason,—by the pri-
mary laws of thought we are compelled to hold that
(1) whatever IS 1s always itself and never not itself;
(%) the essential nature, substance, and very being of a
thing 1s always the same no matter how different the
forms, shapes, or conditions under which the thing
occurs, presents itself, or appears. 'This being so,
then REALITY can never be other than itself; can
never change itself into something else. Consequently
the infinite variety of the forms, shapes, or conditions
in which REALITY occurs, presents itself, or appears
in the phenomenal world arise not from actual change;
they are merely appearances, presentations, occurrences
on the outer surface of things, not disturbing in the
least the essence, nature, substance, and reality of
REALITY beneath the surface. This is a most 1m-
portant fact in the inquiry for REALITY-—probably
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the most important fact. And it should be impressed
firmly upon the mind, for it determines the status of
every object of manifestation—of YOU who read these
lines. It serves to determine what you are.

ANOTHER ERROR OF PANTIIEISM.

It will be seen that this fact of the Immutability of
REALITY, when clearly conceived, must serve to con-
fute and refute the erroneous theories of certain schools
of Pantheism which hold that “God becomes the Uni-

verse by changing into the Universe.”

Thus it 1s sought
to identify Nature with God, whereby, as Schopenhauer
said, “you show God to the door.” If God changes
Himself into The Phenomenal Universe, then God 1is
non-existent and we need not concern ourselves any
more about Him, for he has committed suicide by
Change. In such case there is no God, no Infinite, no
Immutable, no Eternal; everything has become finite,
temporal, separate, a mere union of diverse finite parts.
In that case are we indeed adrift in the Ocean of
Diversity. We have lost our Foundation of REAIL-
ITY, and are but ever-changing “parts” of physical
things governed by physical laws. Then, indeed, would
he true the idea of some of the old philosophies that
“there 1s No Being; merely a Becoming.” Then

would there, in truth, be nothing constant, the universe
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never the same for two consecuiive moments, with no
permanent ground of RIEALITY to support it. But
the reason of man, the very essence of his mental being,
refuses to so think of That-which-IS. In his heart
of hearts he recognizes the existence of THAT-
WHICH - CHANGES - NOT, THAT-WHICH-18S -
ETERNAL, THAT-WHICH-1S-REALITY.

Tie “LvouviNg Gop.”

Moreover, the idea of the immutability of REAL-
ITY must serve to confute the erroneous idea of certain
schools of metaphysics which assert the existence of
“an Evolving God”; that is, a God which tncreases in
intelligence, nature, and being hy reason of the change
of the universe, which is an expression of Himself.
This conception is that of a Supreme Being who is
growing, developing, and increasing in efficiency, wis-
dom, power, and character. This is an attempt to
combine the anthropomorphic deity and the pantheistic
Nature-God. The conception is clearly anthropomor-
phic, as it secks to attribute to God the qualities and
characteristics of man. It defies every fact of Ultimate
Principle of REALITY. It is extremely unphilo-
sophic and will not stand the test of logical examina-
tion.

This last mentioned conception vitiates the fact of
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immutability and also brings in the element of Time in
the improvement, development, evolution, and changes
mentioned. Moreover, it overlooks the fact that if
time holds the possibility of any improvement of the
Supreme Being, then that Supreme Being must have
improved and developed to the fullest extent already.
For, as it has had “all the time there is” for improve-
ment in the Eternity behind it,—time extending back
to infinity,—it cannot have more time for improvement
in the eternity before it—the infinity of time of the
future. If it can accomplish anything in the future
of eternity, then 1t must have been able to accomplish
the same thing in the past of eternity. It has had as
much time already as it can ever hope to have in the
future. Infinite time is behind it as well as before it.

The only other alternative to the above is that the
Evolving God has slept throughout all past eternity
and only waked up an ®on or so ago and began to
grow and increase its wisdom; or that it lacked the
desire or will to evolve until a few billions of years
ago, when its ambition was aroused. Childish idea of
anthropomorphism in a new form! Not only is the
idea of the Evolving God childish, but it is also im-
possible. ~ For there can he no Change or Improvement
m Ultimate REALITY, whether we call it God, Spirit,
or Matter. Whatever IS is itself and can never be
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other than itself. Moreover, the very idea of ultimate-
ness carries with it the idea of perfection and complete-
ness. If ultimate excellence is a matter of evolution
in time for the Evolving God, then, reversing the
process, we may imagine the Evolving God as having
been in an infinitely undeveloped state and condition
away back in the infinite past. 'The conception is
scarcely worthy of a moment’s serious consideration.
We mention it merely because unthinking persons have
been caught by the idea as advanced by 1illogical teach-
ers.

By its very essence, nature, substance, and reality,
REALITY must be complete, perfect, infinite, and
ultimate. To such REALITY there can come no
change; it must be immutable from the very facts of
its existence. Therefore, REALITY is perceived to be
immutable, changeless, unchangeable, incapable of
change, not susceptible to change, invariable, constant,

stable, unalterable.



ParT II.—SPIRIT.

CHAPTER VII

Reality is Spirit.

. TATEMENT: REALITY is SPIRIT; SPIRIT is
S REALITY. Such is the high report of the
philosophical reasoning of the human mind in

its search for a fitting term for its concept of REALITY.

There have been philosophers who claimed that Real-
ity is Substance; others that it is Energy; others that
1t is Life; others that it is Mind ; others that it is Law.
But ecach of these conceptions is perceived to be but
a partial statement of a greater fact. Reality is sub-
stance, energy, life, mind, and law—and yet is greater
than any one of these by itself. It combines the nature
of each and yet transcends them considered separately.

There is but one term which begins to express the
concept of the nature of Reality—the term “SPIRIT.”

The term “SPIRIT,” originally clear in conception
and meaning, has become more or less uncertain by
reason of common and ignorant usage. We must go

to its source in order to perceive it in its original purity.
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It is derived from the Latin word spirilus, which had
its origin in the Older Latin word spirare, meaning “to
breathe.” The term “breath™ (in its various forms in
the different ancient languages) was always used by the
philosophers, metaphysicians, theologians, and mystics
1n its esoteric or inner sense, and not in the exoteric or
outer sense of physical respiration. The writer of the
book of Genesis, whether he be Moses or some other
man well versed in esoteric lore, was fully aware of this
esoteric phase of the term. Ie says: “And the Lord
God formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life” (Genesis
11:7). In the original Hebrew text we find this sen-
tence terminating with the words “neshemet ruach
chayim,” the exact translation of which is “the breath
of the Spirit of Life.” In the ancient Hebrew the word
“neshemet” meant the ordinary physical breath; while
the word “ruach” meant “the Spirit of Life.” In the
Hebrew scriptures, and those of other peoples, we find
a constant repetition of the words which can be trans-
lated only into the Iinglish “Spirit,” the esoteric or
inner sense always being clearly indicated. We find
statements similar to “God is Spirit,” etc., in all the
sacred writings of the race. Only the densest mind
could imagine that these writers meant that the Su-

preme Being was to be considered as a breath of air.
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On the contrary, the term “Spirit,” in its various forms
and equivalents, always has indicated THE ESSENCE
OF LIFE AND BEING. We find it so used in the
Christian Religion, as, for instance, “The Spirit, Holy
Spirit, Holy Ghost,” etc. In “Holy Ghost” the word
“ohost” is used in its original sense, in which 1t was
identical with “spirit.” In the original Greek the term
“Holy Spirit” is employed, but in the translation the
Anglo-Saxon term was substituted. The original sense
is indicated in the passage “were all filled with the
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with tongues as
the Spirit gave them utterance.”” The Greek term
“Pneuma” is equivalent to the English term “Spirit,”
and, like the Latin term from which the English one
is derived, had its exoteric meaning of “physical
breath” and its esoteric meaning of “Spirit.”

The essence of the term “Spirit” has always been
that of the idea of immateriality. Even in its wider
and broader usage the term “spirit” is seen to carry
with it the idea of “essence,” essential substance, essen-
tial energy, essential nature, essential being, essential
mind, essential life. We find the various definitions of
the several usages of “Spirit,” as follows: “Life in
itself; Life or living substance considered independently
of corporeal existence; the immaterial part of man; the
soul, in distinction from the body in which it resides;
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a disembodied soul, energy, vivacity, ardor, enthusiasm,
etc.; temper or disposition of mind; intent or real
meaning as opposed to the letter or formal statement ;
characteristic quality, as ‘the spirit of the enterprise,
etc.; temuous, volatile, airy, or vaporous substance
possessed of active qualities; and, finally, that which
pervades and tempers the whole nature of a thing; the
active, vital, or essential part of anything; essence,
quintessence, actuating principle.”

In this inquiry the term “SPIRIT” is used in the
sense of the Ultimate Reality, Ultimate BIEING, the
ULTIMATE ESSENCE, NATURE, SUBSTANCE,
AND VERY BEING OF ALL-THAT-IS. In reality
“SPIRIT” defies definition; and yet the human mind
secks intuitively to grasp the general idea sought to
be conveyed. We feel assured that each student of
these lessons also will so intuitively sense the idea
sought to be conveyed in and by the term.

The term “SPIRIT™ is applied to the UNCHANG-
ING REALITY—this essence, nature, substance, and
principle of All-that-IS—mnot in the spirit of close or
arbitrary definition.” Such an attempt would be absurd
and most unphilosophical, for the very facts of its
being render SPIRIT undefinable. It is over and
above comparison and resemblance to any of the things
of phenomenal appearance. It can be expressed only
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in its own terms. It is clusive and ever-evasive. As
Spinoza said, “To define God is to deny Him.” The
term “SPIRIT” has been employed merely because it
is the one term in the language which seems to lend
itself to the idea or conception of Ultimate REALITY.
It indicates essential substance, essential energy, essen-
tial being, essential life, essential mind, and essential
nature.

As Edgar Allan Poe once said of the term: “This
merest of words, and some other expressions of which
the equivalents exist in nearly all languages, 1s by no
means the expression of an idea, but of an effort at one.
It stands for the possible attempt at an impossible con-
ception. Man needed a term by which to point out the
direction of this effort—the cloud behind which lay,
forever invisible, the object of this attempt. A word,
in fine, was demanded by means of which one human
being might put himself in relation at once with an-
other human being and with a certain tendency of the
human intellect. Out of this arose this term, which is
thus the representative but of the thought of a thought.
* ® % The fact is that, upon the enunciation of any
one of that class of terms to which this belongs,—the
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