















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































204 SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES.

Pharaoh again called for Moses, and told him
that his people could go and serve the Lord, pro-
vided they would leave their flocks and herds.
Moses would not agree to this, for the reason that
they needed the flocks and herds for sacrifices and
burnt offerings, and he did not know how many of
the animals God might require, and for that reason
he could not leave a single hoof. Upon the question
of the cattle, they divided, and Pharaoh again refused
to let the people go. God then commanded Moses
to tell the Hebrews to borrow, each of his neighbor,
jewels of silver and gold. By a miraculous interpo-
sition the Hebrews found favor in the sight of the
Egyptians so that they loaned the articles asked for.
After this, Moses again went to Pharaoh and told
him that all the first-born in the land of Egypt, from
the first-born of Pharaoh upon the throne, unto the
first-born of the maid-servant who was behind the
mill, as well as the first-born of beasts, should die.

As all the beasts had been destroyed by disease
and hail, it is troublesome to understand the meaning
of the threat as to their first-born.

Preparations were accordingly made for carrying
this frightful threat into execution. Blood was put
pn the door-posts of all houses inhabited by Hebrews,









































































































SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. 239

God. No wonder that they longed for the slavery
of Egypt, and remembered with sorrow the unhappy
day when they exchanged masters. Compared with
Jehovah, Pharaoh was a benefactor, and the tyranny
of Egypt was freedom to those who suffered the
liberty of God.

While reading the Pentateuch, I am filled with
indignation, pity and horror. Nothing can be
sadder than the history of the starved and frightened
wretches who wandered over the desolate crags and
sands of wilderness and desert, the prey of famine,
sword, and plague. Ignorant and superstitious to
the last degree, governed by falsehood, plundered by
hypocrisy, they were the sport of priests, and the
food of fear. God was their greatest enemy, and
death their only friend.

It is impossible to conteive of a more thoroughly
despicable, hateful, and arrogant being, than the
Jewish god. He is without a redeeming feature.
In the mythology of the world he has no parallel.
He, only, is never touched by agony and tears. He
delights only in blood and pain. Human affections
are naught to him. He cares neither for love nor
music, beauty nor joy. A false friend, an unjust
judge, a braggart, hypocrite, and tyrant, sincere in



































































































































































































304 SOME REASONS WHY.

Can we believe that a being of infinite mercy gave
this command :

“ Put every man his sword by his side, and go in
and out from gate to gate, throughout the camp, and
slay every man his brother, and every man his com-
panion, and every man his neighbor; consecrate
yourselves to-day to the Lord, even every man upon
his son and upon his brother, that he may bestow a
blessing upon you this day.”

Surely, that God was not animated by so great
and magnanimous a spirit as was Antoninus. a Ro-
man emperor, who declared that, “ he had rather
keep a single Roman citizen alive than slay a thou-
sand enemies.”

Compare the laws given to the children of Israel,
as it is claimed by the Creator of us all, with the fol-
lowing from Marcus Aurelius :

«“I have formed the ideal of a state, in which there
is the same law for all, and equal rights, and equal
liberty of speech established ; an empire where
nothing is honored so much as the freedom of the

citizen.”
In the Avestal find this: “I belong to five: to










































318 SOME REASONS WHY.

had rescued him from the pious mob, he would not
only have been damned for his pains, but would
have rendered impossible the salvation of any human
being. |

The Christian world has been trying for nearly
two thousand years to explain the atonement, and
every effort has ended in an admission that it cannot
be understood, and a declaration that it must be
believed. Has the promise and hope of forgiveness
ever prevented the commission of a sin? Can men
be made better by being taught that sin gives hap-
piness here ; that to live a virtuous life is to bear a
cross ; that men can repent between the last sin and
the last breath ; and that repentance washes every
stain of the soul away ? Is it good to teach that the
serpent of regret will not hiss in the ear of memory ;
that the saved will not even pity the victims of their
crimes ; and that sins forgiven cease to affect the
unhappy wretches sinned against?

Another objection is, that a certain belief is
necessary to save the soul. This doctrine, I admit,
is taught in the gospel according to John, and in
many of the epistles; I deny that it is taught in
































































































































































































































































































418 ORTHODOXY.

provided they could stay at home. You see they
are not honest in it, or they do not believe it, or as
the people say, “they don’t sense it.” They have
not imagination enough to conceive what it is they
believe, and what a terrific falsehood they assert.
And I beg of every one who hears me to-night, I
beg, I implore, I beseech you, never to give another
dollar to build a church in which that lie is preached.
Never give another cent to send a missionary with
his mouth stuffed with that falsehood to a foreign
land. Why, they say, the heathen will go to
heaven, any way, if you let them alone. What is
the use of sending them to hell by enlightening
them? Let them alone. The idea of going and
telling a man a thing that if he does not believe, he
will be damned, when the chances are ten to one
that he will not believe it, is monstrous. Do not
tell him here, and as quick as he gets to the other
world and finds it is necessary to believe, he can say
“Yes.” Give him a chance.

AxoTHER OBJECTION.

My objection to orthodox religion is that it destroys
human love, and tells us that the love of this world is
not necessary to make a heaven in the next.

No matter about your wife, your children, your
brother, your sister—no matter about all the affec-
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