




























PARSIFAL 13 

cross with it and Klingsor's castle and magic garden 
sink into ruin:;. 

The third act opens on Uood-Friday many years aiter. 
~\. travel-stained warrior, clad in black mail, enters the 
grounds of I\Iontsalvat, where Gurnemanz lives in a hut. 
He takes oil: his helmet and places a spear against a 

nearby rock aml kneels down in prayer. Gurnernanz 
coming in with Kundry, ,rhom he had just found asleep 
in a thicket, recognizes Par~i fal with the holy spear and, 
overjoyed, welcomes him, asking him whence he comes? 

He asked the same question on Parsifal's first visit 
and the answer was: "I do not know." Bnt this time 
it is very different, for Parsifal answers: "Through 
search and suffering I came." The first oceasion de­
picts one of the glimpses the soul gets of the realities 
of the higher lifo, but the scc·on<l the conscious attain­
ment to a higher level of spiritual acti,·ity by the man 
,rho has developed by sorrow and suffering, and Parsifal 
goes on to tell how he was often soreh beset b_y enemies, 
and might have saved hi1mclf b_\· using the spear, but 
refrained because it ,ms an instrument of healing and 
not for hurt. The spear i~ the spiritual power which 
comes to the pure of heart and life, but is 011ly to be 
used for unselfish purposes; impurity. and passion cause 
its loss, as was the case "-ith Amfortas. 'l'hough the 
man who possesses it may upon occasion use it to feed 
5,000 hungry people he may not turn a single stone 
to bread to appease his own hunger, and though he may 
use it to stay the blood i.hat flows from the Fl'YCred car 
of a captor, he may not use it to stay the Ji fe-hloocl that 
flows from his own side. It was eyer i::aid of such: 
"Others he sa Yed; himself he could not ( or would not) 
save." 

Parsifal and Gurnemanz go into ihe O rail-castle. 
where Amfortas i,; being imporLuncll i.o JJ<'rform the 
sacred rite, bnt refuse,: in order io t'UYC him::;c]f I he 

pain entail~d in vie:Ying the ~?ly Grail, and: bating his 



P.ARSIFAL 

breast, implores his follmrcrs (n kill him. At this 
moment Parsifal steps up to him and touches the wound 
with the lance, cau~ing it to lit•al. Ilc dethrones Am­
fortas, howernr, and takes to him~eH tlie Wardership of 
the Holy Grail and :::lacred Lance. Only those who 
have the most perfect un,elfislme,;R, coupled with the 
nicest discrimination, arc fit to have the spiritual power 
symbolized by the spear. Amfortas would have used it 
to attack and hurt an enemy. Parsifal would not e,·en 
use it in self-defen~e. 1'/icrcforc lie is able to heal, 
while Amfortas fell into the pit he dug for Klingsor. 

In the last act Kunclry, who represents the lower 
nature, says but one word: 8en·icc. She helps Parsifal, 
the Spirit, to attain by her perfect service. In the 
first act she went to slrrp when Parsifal visited the 
Grail. At that stage the ~pirit rannot soar heaven­
ward except ,rhen the body has been left asleep or dies. 
But in the last act Kunclry. the body. goes to the Grail­
castle also, for it is declic:atrcl 1.o tbe Higher Self, and 
when the Spirit as Par~ifal has attained he has reached 
the stage of liberation spoken of in Revelations: "Him 
that overcometh will I make ci pillar in the house of my 
Goel, thence be 8hall no more go out.· .• Such an one will 
work for humanity from the inner 1\'orldR; he needs no 
physical body any more; he if. beyond the law of 
Re-birth, and therefore KundrY dies. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes, in his beautiful poem, "The 
Chambered Nautilu~," has embodied in verse this idea 
of constant progression in gradually improYing vehicleR, 
and final liberation. The nautilus builch its Rpiral shell 
in chambered sections, constanth- leaving the smaller 
ones, which it has outgrown, for the one last built. 

* * * * 
Year after year beheld the silent toil 
That spre.:i.d bis lustrous coil; 
Still, as the spiral grew, 

* 

He left the past year's dwelling for the new, 
Stole with soft step its shining archway through; 
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Built up its idle door, 
Stretched in his last-founu home·, aml knew the old no more. 

Thank~ for the hcaYcnl~- me~sagc brought hy thee, 
Chiltl of the "·arnkring fea, 
Cast from her lap forlorn! 
From thy dear! lips a ,·lPnrc-r 1,otc is born 
Than eYer 'l'riton hlc11 from ,npatheu horn! 
While on mine Car it rings, 

15 

Through tlio <leep taYC's of thonght I hear a Yoice that singe: 

J3uild thee more stately mansions, 0 my soul! 
,\ s the swift scamns roll! 
Lea Ye thy low-Yaultefl past! 
Let ea-:h ne" · tt·111plc, nobler than the last, 
Rhut thee from heaYen ,-rith a rlomc more Yast, 
Till thou at length art free. 
LeaYiug thine outgro,l'U slielJ by life's unresting sea! 



THE ROSICRUCIAN FELLOWSHIP 
An ilquarian Movement 

There was a time, even as late as Greece, when Religion, 
Art and Science were taught unitedly in the Mystery 
temples. But it was necessary for the better develop­
ment of each that they should separate for a time. 

Religion held sole sway in the so-called "dark ages." 
During that time it bound both Science and Art hand and 
foot. Then came the period of the Renaissance, and Art 
came to the fore in all its branches. Religion was strong 
as yet, however, and Art was only too often p::-ostituted in 
the· service of Religion. Last came the wave of modern 
Science, and with iron hand it has subjugated Religion. 

It was a detriment to the world when Religion shackled 
Science. Ignorance and Superstition caused untold woe, 
nevertheless man cherished a lofty spiritual ideal then; he 
hoped for a higher and better life. It is infinitely more 
disastrous that Science is killing Religion, for now even 
Hope, the. <mly gift of th~ gods left in Pandora's box, may 
vanish before Materialism and Agnosticism. 

Such a state cannot continue. Reaction must E,et in. If 
it does not, anarchy will rend the cosmos. To avert a 
calamity Reli,qion, Science, and Art must reunite in a 
higher expression of the Good, the True, and the Beautiful 
than obtained before the separation. 

Coming events cast their shadows before, and when the 
Great Leaders of humanity saw the tendency towards 
ultra-materialism which is now rampant in the Western 
World, they took certain steps to counteract and transmute 
it at the auspicious time. They did not wish to kill the 
budding Science as the latter has strangled Religion, for 
they saw the ultimate good which will result when an ad­
vanced Science has again become a co-worker with Re­
ligion-

A spiritual Religion, however, cannot blend with a mate­
rialistic Science any more than oil can mix with water. 
Therefore steps were taken to spiritualize Science and 
make Religion scientific .. 

In the thirteenth century a high spiritual teacher, hav­
ing the symbolical name Christian Rosenkreuz-Christian 
Rose-Cross-appeared in Europe to commence this work. 
He founded the mysterious Order of Rosicrucians with the 
object of throwing occult light upon the misunderstood 
Christian Religion and to explain the mystery of Life and 
Being from the scientific standpoint in harmony with Re­
ligion. 

In the past centuries the Rosicrucians have worked in 
15ecret, but now the time has come for giving out a definite, 
logical, and sequential teaching concerning the origin, 
evolution, and future development of the world and man, 
showing both the spiritual and the scientific aspects; a 
teaching which makes no statements that are not sup­
pcrted by reason and logic. Such is the teaching promul. 
gated by the Rosicrucian Fellowship. 



ROSICRUCIAN CHRISTIANITY LECTURES 

BY MAX HEINDEL 

Ancient Truths in Modern Dress. 

The price of these Lectures is 10 Cents each. 
No. 1. "The Riddle of Life and Death." Presenting a 

solution which is both scientific and religious. 
No. 2. "Where Are the dead?" 
No. 3. "Spiritual Sight and the Spiritual Worlds." Show­

ing that we have a latent "sixth sense," and what it 
opens up to us when cultivated. 

No. 4. "Sleep, Dreams, Trance, Hypnotism, Mediumship, 
and Insanity." 

No. 5. "Death and Life in Purgatory." Describing the 
method of death and purgation, also how immutable 
law and not an avenging Deity transmutes the evil 

acts of life to everlasting good. 
No. 6. "Life and Activity in Heaven." Showing how the 

Human Spirit assimilates the good of its past life and 
creates its environments for a future rebirth, also how 

it prepares a new body. 
No. 7. "Birth a Fourfold Event." Describing antenatal 

preparations for birth, and the spiritual changes which 
inaugurate the period of excessive physical growth in the 
7th year, puberty at 14, and maturity at 21. This knowl­
ledge is absolutely essential to the right care of a child. 

No.8. "The Science of Nutrition, Health, and Protracted 
Youth." Showing the material cause of early death 
and the obvious prophylactic. 

No. 9. "Astronomical Allegories of the Bible." A Mystic 
Scroll. 

No. 10. "Astrology; Its Scope and Limitations." Show­
ing the spiritual side of astrology, how it enables those 
who study it to help themselves and others. 

No. 11. "Spiritual Sight and Insight." Their culture, con­
trol, and legitimate use, giving a definite and safe 
method of attainment. Second enlarged edition. 

No. 12. "Parsi/al." Wagner's famous Mystic Music 
Drama, a mine of inspiration and devotion. 

No. 13. "The Angels as Factors in Evolution." Showing 
just what part the Angels, Archangels, Cherubim, 
Seraphim, etc., play in the Drama of Life. 

No. 14. "Lucifer, Tempter or Benefactor?" Showing the 
origin and the mission of pain and sorrow. 

No. 15. "The Mystery of Golgotha and the Cleansing 
Blood." A rational explanation which satisfies head 
and heart alike. 

No. 16. "The Star of Bethlehem, a Mystic Fact." 
No. 17. "The Mystery of the Holy Grail." The way to 

attainment. 
No. 18. "The Lord's Prayer." Showing the esoteric side, 

and how it applies to the sevenfold constitution of man. 
No. 19. "The Coming Force-Vril or What." 
No. 20. "Fellowship and the Coming Race." Showing 

why the Bible contains both the Jewish and Christian 
Religions, why both combined are peculiarly adapted 
to the spiritual needs of .the Western world and why 
Jesus was born a Jew. 
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~osicrucian Olnsmo-Olonreption 

By Max Heindel 
Tenth Edition. 

· Science and religion meet in this book, showing a phase 
of Christianity until now but little known and understood. 

Esoteric knowledge points the way to Christ when 
Faith alone cannot find Him. 

THE WESTERN WISDOM TEACHING FOR 
WESTERN PEOPLE 

You Will Find Here the Answer to the Riddle of Life. 
702 Pages. Cloth Bound. $2.00 Postpaid. 

'C!Jqe ~osittudan ~llsteries 

By Max Heindel 
Mysteries guarded for ages, now given to the public in 

this book written for those who cannot find time for ex­
haustive study. 

THE BOOK FOR THE BUSY MAN 
198 Pages. Cloth Bound. $1.50 Postpaid. 

THE ROSICRUCIAN MAGAZINE 

MRS. MAX HEINDEL, EDITOR. 

Devoted to Rosicrucian Philosophy, Mystic Masonry, 
Occultism, Esoteric Christianity, Astrology, and Healing. 

Illustrates mystical philosophy in a most interesting 
and instructive manner. 

NO METAPHYSICAL STUDENT CAN AFFORD 
TO BE WITHOUT IT! 

Yearly Subscription, U. S. A., and Canada $2.00. 
Other Countries, $2.25. 

The Rosicrucian Fellowship, 
Oceanside, California. 


