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LIFE IN TWO WORLDS

' INTRODUCTION TO THE SECOND
EDITION.

THE SPEAKING SPIRIT

“Howbeit when he the Spirit of truth is come, he
will guide you into all truth; for he shall not speak
of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall
he speak, and he will show you things to come.”—
JounN, 16:13.

In the winter of 1896 I hegan to live in a new
world. I had been considering the privileges and
possibilities of the pentecostal gift known as “The
Promise of the Father.”' I was convinced that
there was more in this endowment than had been
generally understood and accepted. I had found
the glowing love, the intense energy, the purity

Acts I:4.
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LIFE IN TWO WORLDS

and power. I saw also that the promise included
the Comforter or Helper in the memory: “He shall

?2 T recog-

bring all things to your remembrance.
nized him in my memory and found immediately
a great change. I did not need notes while address-
ing an audience. I had been compelled to use them
for many years. I had help at the right instant,
so that I did not omit or fail in the effort to
recollect.

I then received the Spirit as a guide in all the
affairs of life. I resolved to test the promise, “He
shall guide you into all truth,” by exploring its
utmost possibilities and limitations. 1 began with
little things in which evidence that I was right or
had failed could be easily noticed. When there was
doubt or perplexity I waited for clearer light and
asked for help to meet conditions that had been
overlooked. It came. I saw that knowledge in
this realm was slowly revealed, that I must be bold
but cautious and discriminating. I could not be
used without thoughtful effort or as a passive instru-
ment. I must do my part or there would be con-
fusion and delay in getting the divine responses.

*John 14:26.
ii



THE SPEAKING SPIRIT

These responses came as impressions and sugges-
tions, and were well understood.

One memorable day something was suggested
that seemed unreasonable and contrary to that which
should be expected from a divine source. I hesi-
tated. Was this right? Was it from the Holy

Spirit? For a while I was in doubt, when sud-
denly these words were spoken distinctly within
my mind: “I am the Spirit of Jesus.” I was sur-
prised. Heretofore I had got impressions and sug-
gestions, but this was a silent verbal communication.
I resolved to test this voice. I said, reverently,
““Are you the Divine Spirit?” He responded, “I
am.” I was then impressed with the idea that I
should prove him by acting as he had directed. I
acted promptly and was {fully satisfied with the
result. It was a great victory. I had been carried
through something that I did not at first under-
stand but saw clearly afterward. This was some-
thing new to me. I had heard the Holy Spirit
speak. Could it be possible? If so, how amazing;
how valuable was my discovery. Could I now
inquire of the Lord as men did in ancient times
and get his thoughts in more definite form? It

i1i



LIFE IN TWO WORLDS

seemed to me that I had been greatly favored and
should be very careful—I should, in a deeper sense,
become a living sacrifice holy and acceptable unto
God. I must be crucified with Christ and yet live;
for I had a great privilege and an important work
before me. "

But was this message genuine and authentic, or
had I been deceived? Was it imaginary or had
it arisen from something within myself that I did
not perceive? Did it emanate from an evil source
without? Could not the divine spirit be simulated
or imitated? I determined to know the truth at
any cost. I would spend a lifetime in the effort
if necessary. Then came a terrible struggle, for
I perceived that the spiritual world was breaking
in upon me. I heard other voices, some good appar-
ently, and some evil in their origin. I began to
realize that the invisible states are not separated
from our world by distance.

The test was severe and thorough, for I was
left to distinguish the voice of the Spirit from the
voices of others. There was a persistent effort on
the part of many who were opposed and tried
for a long time to create confusion and uncer-

1v



THE SPEAKING SPIRIT

tainty. The struggle was hard. It was almost
too much for me at first, but I did not flinch. 1
determined to hold firmly until my environment
became clearer. I was like a child in this new
world and made some mistakes. I felt that the
Holy Spirit was in sympathy with me. His patience
was obvious. I saw that he wanted me to know
more about the state of the wicked after ‘death
and to get glimpses of heaven. This was trying
work. But I was wonderfully sustained and entered
into a very close relation with him. I was in sym-
pathy with the Spirit, believing that he had been
misunderstood and resisted for many centuries. I
certainly would understand him. 1 would not be
“disobedient unto the heavenly vision,” though I
should walk through the valley of the shadow of
death.

I fully believed that I could be saved from the
error and fanaticism that had made his work so
difficult in former times, and even in our day.
For I thought, were we not living in an age when
divine guidance in an explicit sense was regarded
as unsafe? Was it not in many instances taught
by those who were not remarkable for discretion

v
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or mental soundness? And yet when free from
error and doubt, what doctrine so precious, what
privilege so great?

After a long and tedious conflict with subtle
invisible foes, I began to act by faith, and was
able to exclude all simulations and interpolations
while listening for the voice divine. I then began
to study profoundly my own inner being or sub-
conscious personality, a partlof our nature about
which so little is known or can be known unless
we hold an iron scepter over our faculties and
depend exclusively upon divine illumination. We
can then see the difference between what is in us
and what comes to us from without. After this I
spent years in observing and investigating the
various phases of psychical phenomena that have
been associated with the spiritual and occult until
they were well understood.

I saw at last that I was ready for expression,
and should write a book on the mysteries of nature
and the life beyond death. I had been looking into
the great problem of evil. I had studied angelology
under divine tuition. I knew God in a way that
was wonderful to me. The obscure symbols, bold

Vi
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figures and dark sayings of the Bible had been
illuminated and interpreted by the Spirit. Things
were very clear that I had never expected to know
in this life. Many were anxious to look into these
things. I believed that clearer light was for them,
and that 1t would satisfy their longings and con-
firm their belief in immortality, so I began to write.

Three years were occupied in writing “Life in
Two Worlds,” and when the twelve chapters were
finished they were placed in the hands of eminent
specialists for review and criticism before going to
press. This helped me to make the book clearer
and more easily understood by the average reader,
but did not change the sense. Nevertheless, it is
a volume that must be read slowly and thought-
fully to get the best results.

ALBERT A. LATHBURY.
January 1st, 1908.
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I

MYSTERIES OF NATURE AND THE
INVISIBLE WORLD

THE future life is so near us, and so closely
connected with our noblest aspirations, that it cannot
be ignored. It has been the theme of poets and
philosophers from the dawn of history.

In the ruins of great cities, half buried in the
accumulations of ages, we may discern the outlines
of the temple, with its broken columns and mag-
nificent facade, revealing the hopes and ambitions
of those whose longings for immortality found
expression in enduring forms of beauty.

The prevailing religions of the world are not to
be condemned, because error is associated with
them. They were not evil in their origin, but have
been perverted through ignorance and unworthy
teachers. In the sands of mythology and the fabu-
lous traditions of antiquity, we may discover the

gold of heavenly desire. The costly oblation,
1



LIFE IN TWO WORLDS

where clouds of ambrosial incense arose with orisons
of ministering priests ascribing honor and wisdom
to invisible divinities, disclosed the efforts of men
seeking recognition by that Heaven, whose interests
they felt were ever with human beings.

When the decay of nations has unveiled the errors
that enthralled them, the progress of civilization is
more rapid. Out of the dead past wisdom 1s gath-
ered for new empires and mighty republics. The
crude science of former times becomes obsolete, and
is relegated to the realm of romance and song.

After numberless centuries of endogenous growth,
the world 1s moving outward in rapid waves of
emigration and occupation, that will cover the habit-
able globe. The star of empire has reached its
westward limit; but we are growing northward and
southward, while the dormant nations of the distant
East are feeling the pulsations of new life from
foreign shores.

When we consider the abundant provision for
dense populations in new countries and vast regions
thinly inhabited by barbarous or nomadic races in
sunny climes where rich lands are waiting for devel-
opment, and inexhaustible stores of mineral and

marine wealth are reserved for future generations,

See reference to illustration, “The Great Pyramid,” p. 16.
e



MYSTERIES OF NATURE

it is evident that our earth is young. The world
grows old and dies; but the planet, like the immortal
Pheenix, rises from the ashes of its fires, moving
steadily forward on its long journey through inter-
stellar space, while from its prolific bosom myriad
forms of life are constantly springing.

Other planets and the immense sidereal systems
beyond are interesting as we consider their distance
and magnitude. But the question—*‘are they inhab-
ited by intelligent beings?’—cannot be dismissed.
To conclude that they are not, is to suppose that
the Universe 1s a sublime farce.

Those stupendous suns pouring out oceans of
precious light and heat do not glare on dead worlds
revolving around them in étately procession. Nor
do they spend their energy in empty space, or burn
for the production of vegetation and animals only,
which means a howling wilderness. An extensive
plant costing millions, with colossal mechanism in
perpetual motion, might excite admiration and
wonder. If, however, it accomplished nothing, we
should feel that its builder had not understood his
plan, or had failed in his effort.

The eternity of God is incomprehensible; but the
fact is evident. Nothing produces nothing. There-

3
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fore His existence is without beginning.* But all
animate and inanimate nature affords evidences of
genesis and development, and its relation to a source
of power and wisdom far superior to all that is
human.

As traces of evolution are found, philosophical
inquiry has led to theories of production. It is
supposed that cosmic substance—attenuated nebule
—acting with natural forces, formed the earth and
the celestial bodies. Plausible and interesting as
this conclusion may appear, it fails to account for
the original matter, as well as the forces.

Biology reveals the simple elements in which
organic life begins. But the affinities and combina-
tions, together with the ability to absorb and assim-
ilate extraneous materials, to develop form, color,
motion, instinct or idea, which these ultimate ele-
ments possess, cannot be analyzed. The lowest
type of vegetable or animal existence is the product
of mysterious changes, which are found to be
complex and unintelligible as they are studied.

The formation of the earth is more easily under-
stood when we perceive that it is a natural growth.

!The Father had no beginning; for there was nothing
from which he could originate.

4



MYSTERIES OF NATURE

In the vast fields of the Universe there is abun-
dant material, rich in forces, and capable of
producing every variety of celestial sphere, from a
diminutive satellite to an immense sun. Each orb,
in its development, conformed to the law of its kind
without deviation, adjusting itself to its position in
the system to which it belongs, passing through all
stages of progress from the embryo to maturity.
As a tiny seed in a favorable spot expands, pushing
its roots downward and its stem upward until it
becomes a gigantic tree, so a central sun, with its
retinue of worlds, after inconceivable ages, reaches
the period of efflorescence. Volumes of light and
heat are poured forth upon the planets. An atmos-
phere appears on each ponderous globe, its crown-
ing glory like the color and fragrance of the rose.
Ten thousand times ten thousand new creations
make that which “was without form and void” a
paradise.

Nothing is so fruitful as a world. It is the
mother of everything that lives upon it, even
immortal man. Unlike its productions, it is per-
manent. It is among the foundations of heaven.
Tt is a stone in the palace of God. It may be deso-
late for a while; but it cannot die. After a wintry

5
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transition, spring will come again. There 1s no
burial ground for a dead world.®

The vast unbounded expanse wherein the stars
appear, and through which our world is moving
rapidly, is not a creation. Apart from the matter
it contains, it is simply space. It is nothing. And
yet its value cannot be estimated. It is the environ-
ment of the Universe, a mighty shoreless, silent
ocean of vacuity, without bottom or top. The
abyss of eternity; but the arena of ceaseless activity
and multitudinous life.

Cosmic matter in some form must have existed
always. It could not be produced from nothing,
or derived from the Deity, as He is a being abso-
lutely spiritual, and mind cannot generate material
substance from itself. The Universe is not made
out of God; but created by Him. The forces of
nature as properties of matter or expressions of
supreme energy, are eternal.

Creation implies design, control of forces, forma-
tion, and ability to impart all kinds of life with

peculiarities of growth, form, color, motion, tend-

?Some have understood that the moon is a dead world;
but this view is theoretical.
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ency, instinct or intelligence. The Universe is a
divine conception materialized.

The beginning of organic life is a great mystery.
The world was planted without seeds. Animals
and man appeared before parental reproduction was
established. A deviation from known laws must
have occurred.

The possibilities of nature, touched with super-
nal wisdom, are unlimited. The microscope reveals
the infinitesimal germ or nucleus with its complex
structure rapidly developing. It can be resolved
into elements. The combination can be imitated.
The characteristics may be familiar; but the subtle
spring of energy, the vital principle, is still hidden,
and cannot be defined until we see that it 1s a thowught
endued with power to organize itself and become
a tangible form.

To distinguish clearly between the animal and
vegetable kingdoms is sometimes difficult. There
are carnivorous plants that capture and consume
their food, and animals in the depths of the sea that
vegetate and bloom like flowers. The common
origin of these two great divisions is noticed in
Hebrew symbolism, as “The dust of the ground.”®

®Gen. ii. 7.
7
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It is easy to see how the earth was clothed with
verdure in bewildering varieties, springing from
germinal points at the time of creation. But some
animals required a different environment. They
must have had nourishment and protection while
in embryo and after birth, till they were able to
care for themselves. Such subsistence and safety
could have been afforded by vegeto-animal organ-
isms until independent existence was established.
These temporary structures, having served their pur-
pose, would then sink into desuetude and mingle with
the earth. Thus sentient beings could have been
generated, indigenous to the locality. History could
give us no record of such a process, unless it were
preserved in the archives of eternity and obtained
by revelation ; but we have the analogies of nature.

The desire for unlimited existence is very strong
in human beings. Animals are without the percep-
tion of duration which makes time so valuable
to us. They cannot know the annals of the past,
or the possibilities of the future. Satisfied with the
supply of their needs, they live unconscious of many
things that bring anxiety to us. If immortality
were given to them, they could not appreciate it,
or even realize the fact.
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If we could remain forever in the corporeal form,
without the disadvantages which it involves, it
would be the ideal life. Nothing is more desirable
than the prospect of never-ending vyears, when
success and happiness crown our efforts. Progres-
sive youth, merging into glorious maturity, with
no danger of decline or accident, would make an
earthly paradise. Nature is so congenial, and the
ties that bind us to the present are so tender, that
we would defer indefinitely our entrance to an
invisible and unknown state beyond, unless its
superiority were shown by special illumination.

The mystic tree of the Adamic age was not the
emblen: of physical immortality. There are reasons
for believing that perpetual life in a material body
is impossible, or worse than death. The present
rate of increase in numbers would, in a few cen-
turies, bring abnormal conditions. The earth would
be crowded from the equator to the frozen zones.
Agricultural pursuits abandoned, and with the neces-
sities and comforts of life rapidly disappearing, men
would fight for room and sigh for release.

If the globe were larger and the increase of pop-
ulation restricted, evils would still exist which
could not be remedied without the extinction of

9
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physical life. No natural body can be strong enough
to resist mutilation, disintegration, or change from
solid to liquid or aeriform. Harm might come
from casualty or evil persons. So long as men in
this life are capable of inflicting injury of any kind
it may occur. And if they were incapable of it,
goodness would be only a name, without signifi-
cance.

The distinguishing characteristic of rational
heings is knowledge of good and evil, with ability
to choose the best or the worst for themselves.
Without this, merit would be unknown and men
nothing but intelligent animals.

The privileges of life in heaven are associated
with a spuwritual body. It is substantial and yet
imponderable, with power to appear or disappear,
to overcome distance with the swiftness of thought,
to penetrate dense bodies without resistance, to be
independent of natural light, to be absolutely invul-
nerable, with all the faculties exalted and the loftiest
aspirations gratified, with mental power to exclude
all that is objectionable, and include what is desir-
able, with the prospect of an interminable career
of constant progress. Nothing is better. It is a
mode of existence resembling the divine.

10



MYSTERIES OF NATURE

Exclusion from the sublunary Eden was not com-
pulsory. Coercion by any spiritual being is impos-
sible; but weakness, and even death, moral or
physical, may supervene when divine support is
discarded. Estrangement creates a gulf which
nothing can bridge but reconciliation.

Heaven is not an enclosure, from which its
inhabitants cannot escape. They are free to stand
or fall. The gates are ever open. Involuntary
goodness 1s worthless here and hereafter. Hell is
not a prison with adamantine walls. Its wvictims
are limited by their condition.

The eye is the organ of vision; but sight 1s a
mental perception related to intellectual powers. If
the natural eyes are blind, ability to see always
remains, and can be used when there is opportunity.
Light without the natural eye is dimly indicated in
mind reading, and the location of objects that are
lost. Hearing, as well as all bodily sensations and
perceptions, are truly in the mind. After death these
faculties are developed, unless they are stultified by
the rejection of divine light, when a clear knowl-
edge of its value has been revealed and understood.

Such a condition involves chronic night, deplor-
able weakness, and poverty of resources. The

II
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smouldering embers of perverted passions and
vitiated tastes burn with a feverish glow. The
mind feeds on itself, and is imprisoned by its
incapacity. It is destitution superinduced and cher-
ished. The absence of spiritual life is moral death.
The absence of light is darkness, of progress 13
decline.

Infernal antagonism is persistent, but cannot suc-
ceed. It becomes desperate; all the normal aspira-
tions are reversed. The downward tendency in-
creases, as a falling body, accelerated by its momen-
tum, plunges into measureless depths.

If annihilation or dissolution of any kind could
terminate such a course, it would seem to be appro-
priate. Evil suggestions from these sources could
then be eliminated, and the death and burial of hell
in the spiritual world thus accomplished. But the
execution of a person because of his refusal to accept
a gift would be unjust, providing he could be
excluded from others in such a way that he could
not injure them in the least, without their consent,
and that after the fullest illumination and clearest
knowledge of the consequences, he deliberately
makes his final choice and holds it firmly and con-
tinuously with bitter opposition to all that is better.

12
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Such a person could have no just cause for com-
plaint, and any attempt to reform him by persuasion:
or force would be useless.

The existence of malignant spiritual beings is
evinced by the suggestions that come to the mind at
times from external and invisible sources. If this
1s doubted, we can find them in material form in our
prisons and dens of infamy, or walking the streets
of our cities.

The choice of immortal life or spiritual death
can be made without mistake when all the condi-
tions are fulfilled.

There is no chance for suicide in the unseen hell.
The motives for such a deed could not be worthy.
Exit by this method, when there is no desire for
reform, and the best gifts are despised, could not
be justly sanctioned, even if it were possible. The
indestructibility of matter is conceded. It may
change form; but it cannot be obliterated. The
enduring qualities of mind are superior. How,
then, can undying personality pass into oblivion?

The necessity for worlds like ours is obvious,
when we understand that outside of these natural
creations there is no place for the myriads of people,
corporeal or spiritual, that throng the Universe.

13
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The snow-line is only about three miles above the
level of the sea in the tropics. Above this, and far
beyond the clouds, is a region of appalling desola-
tion. No sound breaks the eternal silence. The
cold is intense. Drifting cosmic matter, meteoric
or cometic, may appear, and beyond in obscurity
unfathomable and undefined are the shadowy
nebula, chaotic and dreadful, where amid the war
of elements the incipient systems form, and new
worlds have a beginning.

What we see in the heavens is interesting, as
distance lends enchantment to the view, softened
by the glamour of our wondrous atmosphere. But
like the mirage of the desert, those depths of blue
are delusive. To look for the invisible heaven in
the sky with vague uncertainty, while the earth
revolves and rushes forward with inconceivable
speed, is not satisfying. If transferred at last to
some distant star, we should still find ourselves asso-
ciated with a material world.

Heaven 1s not separated from us by distance.
Millions of spiritual beings walk the earth whether
we wake or sleep.

Heaven in vision and in fancy should not be
regarded as heaven in literal fact. The heavenly

14
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world consists of its people, and hell of its victims.
Precious gems and valuable metals may illustrate
imperishable riches. Sublime scenery, the deep
satisfactions, and ineffable glory of the redeemed.

New methods of acquiring knowledge and under-
standing one another will supersede the rudimentary
efforts of the past. The conventionality that
restricts social enjoyment will be removed, and the
greatest study of mankind will be nature, divine
and human. The heavens and earth will be dis-
solved: the elements will melt with fervent heat,
but like the new heart they are to be regenerated
with sacred fire. Great natural changes may occur
in the future, as in former ages, but the demolition
of terra-firma will not be necessary. All needfui
improvements can be made without it.

The possibilities of the globe are beyond con-
ception. Its treasures within and without are
known in part. Its hidden riches are waiting for
discovery. “A thing of beauty is a joy forever—
its loveliness increases; it can never pass into

nothingness.”

15



II
IMMORTALITY

TrE great Pyramid of Cheops was built by men
who could not be disturbed by difficulties that have
no parallel in history. This colossal pile covered
thirteen acres, and was nearly five hundred feet high.
Its chambers lined with polished stone were entered
by intricate passages skillfully concealed, and un-
known for ages. It was not only a mausoleum, but
a treasury. The discovery of its riches was not
made until all methods of investigation had failed.
The secret was revealed when a stone fell from the
roof of the passage leading to the Crypt. Nothing
was gained by previous effort because no one knew
where to begin.

Immortality 1s revealed in mind. A divine
thought may be the germ, or beginning of a being.
A person was originally a thought, or conception,
from God, which had power in itself to develop and
organize, appropriating suitable material from its
surroundings, thus becoming a physical, as well
as a mental, creation. The original design was a

complex and comprehensive thought in which all
16
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IMMORTALITY

that constituted a human being was wrapped, as a
seed contains all the qualities and possibilities of a
tree, including reproduction.

There 1s thought in a tree, but it is not the thought
of the tree. It is a vital principle which was im-
parted to the first tree of its kind, and has continued
in all the successive trees that have sprung from it.
It conforms to the original design, but is susceptible
to improvement and great changes in varying cir-
cumstances. It can adapt itself to an unfavorable
locality. If it 1s growing on a hillside it bends to-
ward the hill, adjusting the centre of gravity in such
a way as to become more firmly rooted ; but it knows
no reason for this deviation, for it does not think,
but simply conforms involuntarily to that which was
embodied in the original suggestion, which cannot
be disregarded when there is opportunity for its use.

A suggestion from a divine source can be planted
in insensate material and be effective, more effec-
tive than any we can fix in mind, for it will cling
eternally if so desired, repeating itself in all that is
reproduced.

Mentality in an animal may involve intelligence
that is remarkable, but it is destitute of mind in a
human sense. It is without the perception of dura-

17
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tion. A vital idea with us, is time. How long have
we lived and what is the outlook for the future? To
an animal this is nothing. If it could live ten thou-
sand years it would not understand it, or consider
the possibilities and limitations of the future as we
do. We have nothing in common with animals in
this respect, and to entertain the idea of a spiritual
immortality for them is absurd. They are evidently
creatures adapted to a physical existence only, with
no aspirations for a better life in an immortal state,
or capacity for it.

The idea of continued existence in another world
is not in an animal, therefore when it dies it finds
no environment for its mentality. Its life disap-
pears like the life of a tree; it is not lost; it 1s
somewhere in nature, but it 1s not used. It has
served its purpose. As far -as consciousness and
“capacity to act are concerned, it is extinct.

The power of suggestion in Deity must be very
great.” We possess a degree of it which can be
cultivated with astonishing results. A person who
has mental force, which is penetrating and tenacious,
can plant a thought in the mind of another that
will stay. It will take hold of his mental and physi-
cal nature and work a radical change by operating

'Gen. i. 3.
18



IMMORTALITY

upon his motives, stimulating his desires, and con-
trolling his faculties. Good or evil results may
arise from this power to impress others which some
can exert. But a divine suggestion is far more ef-
fective because it is always right, and proceeds from
an almighty mind.

Spiritual regeneration is effected by divine sug-
gestion. It revolutionizes character, producing a
heavenly transformation that becomes permanent.
It involves a new creation. It is called spiritual
life, but it is simply a thought from a divine source
that has found a suitable environment, and has
power to develop according to the design. It i1s
certainly something vital, for it is wvitality itself
of a divine kind, and exerts a powerful influence
as it is cherished and cultivated ; but it is not endued
with power to organize itself so as to become a
person, for that is another kind of divine sug-
gestion which involved a new creation, and meant
the beginning of a race.

A suggestion of this kind was given power to
attract and appropriate substance, and thus form
a material body while gradually developing a
mental and spiritual personality with all its charac-
teristics and possibilities. This suggestion, which

19
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was at first a seed-thought, planted in suitable sub-
stance, became a human being who could die and
still live; for the original suggestion involved the
creation of a spwritual and wmmortal inner being
which would find another environment when the
natural and temporary body disappéared, having
power to develop a body immaterial and immortal.

The force in this original suggestion contained
immortal mind. It had power to create the form
which it assumed; it was the builder of the flesh
in which it was enshrined, and had ability to live
without it when it had served its purpose. Im-
mortality was fixed, or planted, in humanity by
divine suggestion in the beginning. It is a part
of our constitution. All things in nature are divine
conceptions materialized, but persons only can live
without natural form, because the essence of their
existence is immortal. There is vital force in the
life of plants and in animals some intelligence, but
in us there is more than that. We are spiritual
beings, and therefore we can, like Deity, live apart
from matter, or with it, when it is expedient.

The consciousness of being the same person 1s
the most distinct conception that is known. It is

a part of our being so essential that even in dreams
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it is understood. Unconsciousness does not indi-
cate nonentity; it is suspension of the faculties.
Restoration may be sudden or delayed for many
days. If death occurs unconsciousness may con-
tinue for a while, or there may be an immediate
awakening. We are so constituted that periods
of profound repose are possible and desirable here
and hereafter. Therefore, a person may be dead
yet sleeping.’

The mind involves the entire being. Woithout
it one is nothing in the world. Everything that
constitutes personality is carried through after
death. The body is simply refuse matter. There-
fore, the characteristics of our nature will appear
in the spiritual states; but the change in the mode
of existence is very great. After death the desire
for a larger sphere of activity will be stronger,
for a new world is open, and our interest in for-
mer things is not lost. There are interesting
discoveries that will arrest our attention and oc-
cupy our time, and the ease and success that ac-
companies effort of the right kind will exceed
our expectations. There are privileges in know-
ing what cannot be known while in the earthly

® Mark v. 39, and Ch, viii., p. 138,
21



LIFE IN TWO WORLDS

form. There are powers of body and mind that
are new, and we are not without some knowledge
of them; but they cannot be used. There are
heights and depths that are now entirely beyond
our inspection, but when the spiritual eye i1s opened
they can be revealed.

The discovery of a new sphere in the starry
heavens is hailed with delight by the astronomer.
Its motions are studied, its distance, density, and
possibly some of its elements, are noticed. Ref-
erence is made to its size, color, and distinguishing
peculiarities, but the limit is soon reached. After
naming this new planet it is reckoned with others
in our solar system, but we cannot know much
more than this. It is clearly seen, but its mystery
is impenetrable. There is no means of communica-
tion. It is a floating island in depths of blue. Is
it inhabited? If so, what multitudes throng its
streets? What are its productions and its indus-
tries? What are the hopes and fears of its strange
people? Do they notice this ball on which we are
carried so swiftly through the realms of space?
Who can answer these questions?

Each planet has a history which cannot be
opened now. It is a volume bound in shining
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gold which may be read when we can interpret
its contents. Now it is one of the myriads of
celestial hieroglyphics that emblazon the sky.®

The power to understand is not confined to the
intellect. The capacity to feel is the measure of
ability, as well as to calculate and judge. The
greatest men have the deepest sympathies and the
strongest passions. To love intensely is divine.
Therefore, the sensations or feelings are very im-
portant, for they have to do with our happiness
or misery in the unseen world. Every sensation
and emotion is in the mind. The ear cannot hear.
‘The membrana tympani is a little disc upon which
sounds operate. It hears nothing. The auditory
nerve is a slender filament by which sound is
transmitted. It is deaf. The person only hears;
he does not hear the sound, but the thought which
the sound creates. The ocean roars, but the resi-
dent of the beach does not know it till he thinks.
Any sound that is not understood stimulates in-
quiry. It makes us think: “What is it?” And
if it is not noticed it is not heard.

Conversation in the spiritual world is not de-
pendent upon audible sounds. It is thought lis-

Soee Chid, s 3
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tening to thought. The ear is not limited by the
fleshly mechanism. In the immortal state the
lightest whisper can be heard anywhere when the
conditions are fulfilled. Communication 1s easy at
any distance, for thought can be transferred with-
out difficulty. Suggestions are easily impressed
and fastened. The privilege of conversation with
persons who have lived in all ages, even prehis-
toric times, is for those who are able to receive it.
Thought does not require words. The idea, even
before it takes form, in the mind, can be grasped.
Expression is not restricted by the inflexibility of
material, organization, and environment. Every
avenue of the soul is open and accessible. The
possibilities of perception are infinite.

Music is limited here by vocal impossibilities.
The great composers have not found those who
could interpret their ideas without acknowledging
their inability to express all that should be ren-
dered. The vocal organs are not strong enough
to reach the highest notes that can be used with
advantage; and in the descending scale the softest
murmur that floats in the enchanted thought of
genius cannot be expressed. There is difficulty in
acquiring desirable and permanent qualities be-
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cause physical changes are constant, and failure
is generally noticed before the prime of life.
Power to accomplish all that is worthy of effort,
with increasing ability and deepening interest, is
the privilege of those who have come to immortal
telicity.

Taste is a mental perception. Nothing can be
enjoyed without reflection. The best fruit is
known by its flavor, and this is a thought arising
from the odor and the sensation it gives. The
sensation 1s also mental, for it cannot be known
without understanding that it occurs. Taste can-
not be obliterated, for it is in the mind; but it may
be defective and useless because of its connection
with the natural body when it is not in a normal
condition.

There 1s nothing that can interfere with the enjoy-
ment of all that the senses afford in the life beyond
the grave, unless there is corruption in the mind
arising from the cultivation of evil tendencies and
perverted passions.”

The exquisite delight and satisfaction that comes

to our entire being when everything that is in us

" Immortality does not necessarily involve “eternal life” in
a heavenly sense. See Ch. 1., p. 12.
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finds its appropriate response is indescribable. The
past cannot be forgotten, and every friendship that
is worthy may be continued. Misunderstanding
often mars our brightest hopes, but those who have
felt that destiny had parted them forever may
meet again. The union of fond hearts, in bliss-
ful and uninterrupted communion, cannot be pre-
vented. The smile of favor, which was changed
into the bitter mystery of distrust, will return,
and the sad words, “It might have been,” cannot
throw their shadows across our pathway.

That there is a superior and immortal Mind 1in
nature is evident. This is the pledge of our im-
mortality. Thoughts have a divine origin, and
can be traced to their source. Objects in nature
are ideas expressed, and these ideas must have
come from an intelligent Author who cannot be
without a purpose in the creation of rational be-
ings who desire unlimited life, for we are not in-
cluded with such as cannot be conscious of His
existence, and are without knowledge of His plans,
and cannot live when separated from matter by
death.

Hence the power of a thought coming from this

Source to take material form and become a person
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capable of fulfilling the inherent design in the con-
stitution of his mind, which involved continuance
of being in an immortal state; finding at last an
environment wherein all his powers may be de-

veloped and his career have no end.
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FIRE

Ture life of the Universe is fire* It 1s the
most vital manifestation of force in nature, for
without it there would be universal death. Phys-
ical existence involves chemical changes that are
igneous. Oxygen 1s the element in nature that
kindles the fires of life.

The energy of the sun is inexhaustible, because
the elements that form its constitution are so ad-
justed that production means support. A tem-
porary variation in its bulk should not be regarded
with suspicion, or made the basis of predictions
concerning its decline.? The planets oscillate and
are subject to deviations in their orbits. The
ocean recedes from the shore and encroaches in
another locality, but it cannot fail.

The sun cannot give us light or heat without

* Solar energy. *See Ch, ix.
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our environment, for beyond this there is intense
cold which begins on the tops of the highest moun-
tains, clad in everlasting snow. e is not effec-
tive unless there is opportunity for é.bsorption and
radiation. Therefore, the inter-planetary realms
are cold and silent—an eternal night.® And yet
the ablest mathematician cannot compute the area
illuminated by his rays, for the atmosphere acts
as a lens, producing optical effects that throw the
firmament open to our view. And nothing could
hinder us from seeing objects at much greater dis-
tances if the eyes were strong enough, but the ef-
fect would be dazzling and bewildering, unless
there were physical and mental ability in propor-
tion to such visual capacity.

Light kindles a fire in the organs of vision
which reaches the mind. The eye is composed of
that which 1s easily affected by it, for vision 1s as-
sociated with chemical changes as well as respira-
tion and assimilation. Actinism in the ray finds
the interior very susceptible; it stimulates the ret-

3Light is a sensation produced by the action of physical
luminosity on the organs of vision. Without radiation and
absorption, we could not get this sensation, nor could we
hear without the atmosphere which does not extend very far
beyond the earth.
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ina, and permeates the entire organism with the
same property that colors the flowers, and clothes
the landscape in living green.

Mental fire in the life is felt in the passions and
ambitions. It is stirred with the thought of grati-
fication, and burns with an exhilarating glow.
Love is fanned by devotion and contemplation,
and when the real merges into the ideal the future
is bright with promise. Eternal constancy is
pledged. It is an ecstasy—a dream of Paradise.
But the ideal must again become the real, for life
has its sober prose as well as its poetry and en-
chantment. Yet memory holds her treasures, and,
1f enshrined in purity and noble character, like
roses, they will bloom again in sweeter fragrance
and undying splendor, when the future opens the
secret of immortal felicity.

The energy of the mind is developed by con-
fagration. It is not in the anger of the desire
that we feel the power of passion, but in its fiery
expression. Rage reaches red heat when the plan |
for revenge is forming, but turns white before the
fight occurs, and burns with fiercer flame until the
fatal blow is struck and the enemy lies in the dust,

when it subsides and the consequences are consid-
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ered. A great fire does not cease till the last ves-
tige of inflammable matter it can reach is con-
sumed.

Death cannot annihilate the tendency to oppose
whatever is against us, or is contrary to our opin-
ions. It grows stronger. All the passions are
intensified. The capacity to enjoy is greater be-
cause the physical nature is no more. Emotions
and sensations that would burn out the strongest
nerves and wreck the constitution of a mortal man
can be felt, because there is provision for the de-
velopment and satisfaction of all the longings that
we notice here. The loftiest flight of poetic ex-
pression has not given us an adequate conception
of the strength and quality of passion in an ex-
alted and purified human being, burning and shin-
ing in the celestial state like a bright, glorious star.

Power to overcome difficulties that would hinder
our progress now 1s found in the spiritual world,
for there are no incidental causes of failure that
cannot be avoided.

Property is represented by mental calculation.
It really exists, and cannot be destroyed. The
title is valid. The idea of possession, authorship,
or claim by virtue of established right, is strong
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even in childhood, and increases with age. Itis a
part of the constitution of the mind, and is car-
ried into the other life. Our rights cannot be
invaded.

Misunderstanding can be avoided because there
is open communication, and nothing can be con-
cealed that should be apparent. Witnesses can be
had without delay, and memory be compelled to
open her imperishable records. The facts can be
known at a glance, for thoughts are actually per-
ceptible to the spiritual observer. Matters that
have caused years of perplexity can be speedily
settled and thoroughly understood by all concerned.

Property in the spiritual world is as desirable
to them, as it is to us in this life, and the means
of acquiring it are legitimate and must be re-
spected. Of course it does not materialize, but to
them 1t 1s real because it is so understood. It can
be used in ways that are important to them in a
world which 1s rich in its resources, and where
values can be exchanged, and losses by casualty
are unknown.*

Invention, literature, art, discovery, and ten

thousand times ten thousand things can be traced

* Matt. vi. 20,
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to their origin, and we can then see what is new
or old.

Fire 1s the element of destruction here and
hereafter. The great libraries of antiquity have
disappeared as it touched their precious volumes,
burying the past in mystery and oblivion. Great
cities have perished i1n a night. Nothing has been
spared that could be consumed or wrecked in the
awful surging billows of flame that have swept
forest and plain in the mad search for dominion.
But the forces of nature find nothing in mind that
can be affected by its action unless their relation
to it 1s vital; and then separation by death means
release and continued existence in states that are
more desirable, or worse, in every respect.

Progress is offered, when the opportunity comes,
and if refused or neglected retrogression 1s 1in-
evitable. The possibilities are inconceivable, be-
cause the time 1s unlimited for development, or
decline. And yet, the sooner privilege 1s taken
the greater the advantage, for there is less diffi-
culty to overcome.

Human beings are saved or destroyed by fire
in this world and the next.” Nothing can save a

s S,

5 Celestial or infernal fire.
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man who is ruined by fire but the entire renova.
tion of his moral nature by forces that arrest and
extinguish the inflammation produced by the cor-
ruption of his affections. And so long as there is
objection to this the fatal conflagration continues.

When spiritual fire becomes corrupt it is very
destructive. The beginning i1s a spark hidden in
the centre of life. It gradually spreads through
the entire being and bursts, at times, into a flame
that spares nobody. It feeds on virtue and glories
in the wreckage of character. It increases in in-
tensity till the natural forces are burned out or
destroyed by disease.

This virulent fire, kindled by reckless tendencies
and perverted passions, may continue in the mind
forever. Death cannot extinguish it, but it brings
limitation and weakness which throws its victim
into desperate conditions, for there is nothing upon
which it can feed even with the eyes, because of
the moral darkness that pervades the {faculties,
superinduced and cultivated by vicious indulgences.

Finding no response for depraved appetites in
a state when the rottenness of life is exposed in
its most repulsive features, there is nothing for
such but the consumption of the immortal mind
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by its own evil propensities, which seethe and
writhe and struggle with effort and failure like
the elements of a volcano that find no opportunity
for eruption.

Fever in the physical life may continue for a
certain period, unless it can be broken by remedies
that are eftectual, or the patient is relieved by
death; but when it is in the spiritual nature medi-
cines cannot reach it and death never comes.

Tendencies to evil can be checked by a careful
consideration of the consequences when failure
begins coupled with a desire to stop that is effec-
tive; but this should be associated with an appeal
for power directed to the Source of life, for spir-
itual maladies cannot be corrected without divine
co-operation. A falling body rapidly increases in
velocity as it descends, and every instant becomes
nmore dangerous to itself, or anything it may strike
that can be injured; but a person falling into the
unfathomable depths of perdition finds no obstacle
that interferes with his desperate determination to
know the worst. His descent is accelerated by
the intensity of his passions, which develop with
malignant perversity in the unearthly hell.

The ability to acquire knowledge in the celes-
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tial state is increased by the desire to know the ex-
tent of the new environment. This is stimulated
by new methods in a life full of promise for those
who aim at the loftiest ideals. Nothing can hin-
der us, for the fruits of paradise are growing
| everywhere in this wonderful realm, where knowl-
edge is the result of effort so wisely directed that
it brings reward without delay. Years of prep-
aration for the future are not necessary, for it is
a state wherein all is open to the successful candi-
date for immortal honors.

The old and new are blended harmoniously in
the lives of the most ancient people in heaven.
Time cannot affect a person unfavorably who is
renewed by changes that develop all his powers
and open new avenues of thought when the old
are abandoned. The old is seen in experience
and advancement, and ability to bring the past
from its repose and stir the future with prophetic-
revelations, while the new appears in the freshness
and brilliancy of increasing strength and intellectual
energy.

The inextinguishable fire of immortal life must
glow forever, whether it burns in the seraphic flame

of heavenly devotion and divine rapture, or the lurid
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embers of base desire and perverted affections.
Like the sun it is sustained by its own energy, and
there 1s nothing to break its eternal continuity,
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1V
LIGHT AND DARKNESS

THE great contrasts of this world are exceeded
by the superior beginning which is found in the
future life. Nothing is derived from that which
involves the loss of opportunity, for the necessary
evils of the corporeal condition are avoided.

The darkness that covers half the globe, re-
minding us of the necessity of sleep, subtracts years
from the brief period of conscious existence. Rest
1s essential in the supernatural state, but there are
no laws that require regular hours of repose.
The celestial life is not burdened with the strain
and tension that constantly handicaps our efforts
here. The weight of the body is not burdensome
to one of average proportions when in normal
condition, but there is something that makes a
recumbent position necessary at frequent intervals.

The load we carry would soon overpower us if
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night did not find us where the pull of gravita-
tion 1s not felt, thus relaxing the muscles, reliev-
ing the brain of surplus energy, and preparing us
for the struggle of another day.

Rest in the spiritual state may be deferred in-
definitely, for there is nothing to interfere with
activity when it is desirable. The spiritual per-
son has no weight. He can move with greater
ease and celerity than a planet shooting through
empty space; or, slowly and softly settle into the
depths of the sea and explore its hidden wonders
without difficulty or danger, for matter in any
form cannot obstruct the passage of an immortal
being.

Rest, in the spiritual world, may occur when
there is a transition to a higher sphere in which
new privileges and honors are to be conferred.
Seclusion and mystery heighten the effect of these
new glories and give variety to the eternal years,
as a night of peaceful slumber precedes the dawn-
ing of a brighter day.!

The change from the routine of physical ex-
istence is very great. The eye grows weary here.
The city glows with brilliant illumination, turn-

*Ch, vii,
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ing darkness into the inviting glow of scintilla-
tion that glitters in ten thousand points of light.
But when the hour for sleep has come nothing can
prevent it; the eyelids will close and produce the
darkness for which the eyes are longing. The eye
1s an organ depending upon conditions that cannot
last long; it begins to wear out in the prime of
life; but the eye of the mind can easily dispense
with this temporary aid to vision when the facul-
ties are opened in the world of spirits.

There 1s no night for those who want ever-
lasting day. As the globe turns over it leaves us
on the dark side, and it i1s better for us now. But
with the new powers of motion we can have in the
life beyond, infinite day may exclude the night
whenever we desire it. Any climate or altitude
that suits us may be found without delay.

At the edges of the great shadow that hangs
over the dark side of the earth like a gigantic pall,
morning 1s constantly dawning and daylight is
fading into night. So sunrise and sunset syn-
chronize forever. Somewhere it is always morn-
ing; somewhere evening shadows are lengthening.

Night does not hinder the efforts of those who
live in the undying state, for they are not de-
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pendent upon the light of the sun. They find
~power to know what we cannot, because they are
able to perceive with the inner light of which we
now know something.

Telepathic knowledge is beginning to be recog-
nized, but it will not be of much value until cor-
responding perceptions are opened, and this can-
not be done till we reach the incorporeal state.
To believe that there is a thought in the mind of
another, without evidence in expression of any
kind, is to see the thought intuitively. This may
be satisfactory to one who is confident that he can
know in this way, but he cannot satisfy others
without better evidence, or establish the fact in
his own mind without inquiry. He may express
his belief and fcel that he is certain, but he can-
not positively know the truth till it is demonstrated
in other ways. But no such difficulty can perplex
the immortal man, for his ideas are associated
with a penetrating consciousness of things un-
knowable to those who are in the flesh that makes
evidence of a natural kind useless. Nothing can
disturb his conclusions, for he knows from actual
observation that which we cannot perceive.

In the life beyond there is nothing hidden by
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the obscurity that permeates our senses now un-
less spiritual light is excluded. For spiritual light
and darkness are connected with mental and moral
conditions that are very different.

Men of genius have risen to power by unscru-
pulous methods. They could control circumstances
and secure renown because they were not restrained
by mental incapacity. But they could not find
such opportunities in a state where evil designs
interfere with effort, and bring indecision and
weakness that become driveling imbecility.? There
1s nothing to prevent catastrophe of the most ap-
palling nature when success depends upon in-
trinsic merit; and subtlety can be instantly de-
tected.

Vices of the most detestable and dangerous kind
are cultivated here under disguisc. They fasci-
nate and enthrall the senses, alluring and pollut-
ing myriads in the great centres of civilization.
The corruption arising from such sources is in-
conceivable. Nothing can restrain the impulses
that lead to ruin through reckless tendencies and
impure passions, but a vivid conception of the facts,
and the consequences involved. This is often post-

*Ch. v, p. 71.
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poned till it is too late. Moral septicemia, poison-
ing the fountains of life, does its work. It may
be concealed by the blandishments of society, which
cover a multitude of sins and foster all kinds of
dissipation.

The young and unsophisticated are deceived by
the glamour of a fair exterior. Under honeyed
words and flattering smiles are the fangs of moral
and physical disease, full of virus, and ready to
pierce the innocent victim to the heart. The
blackest crimes may be forgiven, and the evi-
dences of sincerity clearly seen, under severe tests,
showing a dominating purpose clearly understood;
but there is reason for doubt when such evidence
1s not apparent.

The curtain falls at death. Charity throws her
mantle over the record, but the past is in the in-
dex of the future.

There is nothing to encourage vicious propen-
sities in the other world, for evil of all kinds is
repulsive, because there is nothing to mask its de-
formity. Undisguised malignity 1s not attractive.
Even here bad persons become loathsome to each
other when they are well acquainted. They try
to find pleasure in destroying virtue, or in the
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gratification of vicious appetites which hold them
in iron bondage, and bring greater misery and
degradation with every indulgence.

The ability to ruin others which begins to fail
here, as decay and weakness are apparent, does
not find the opportunity on the other side that it
had in this world. The exposure is complete.
Every effort is baffled by the absurdity of preten-
sion. Hence, temptation’s subtle power is broken,
and exalted character 1s no longer tested by sus-
picious persons whose motives cannot be discerned.

When a bad man finds that he cannot escape,
and the worst 1s known, he may become more des-
perate and furious, like a savage beast caught in
a trap, which surrenders sullenly or turns upon the
enemy, exhibiting all ‘the ferocity of its nature.
Such is the attitude of those whose characters are
fixed by the firm determination that they will not
reform. Every effort in their behalf is met with
contempt and derision, and simply strengthens the
position thev have taken by opposition which in-
tensifies their hatred of all that is heavenly.

The love of evil for its own sake can be culti-
vated and cherished until it becomes a ruling pas-
sion strong even unto death, and beyond. It is
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illustrated by the tendency to destructiveness which
is so familiar in the annals of crime. A man is
jealous, or bitterly disappointed; he nurses his
grievance and magnifies it by dwelling upon it. It
fills him with a consuming desire for revenge. He
resolves to have 1t at any cost. At length the
climax is reached. He is not restrained by a
thought of the consequences. Let the worst come.
In fact, the worst he can do will, he thinks, give
him the most satisfaction. IHe murders those who
seem to be the cause of his trouble and then kills
himsel{.

It may be alleged that such a person is not re-
sponsible for his deeds, being mentally unsound;
but this is not proven in many instances. Thou-
sands who have been guilty of criminal offenses,
and endeavored to destroy themselves and failed,
are found to be perfectly sane, and if not, they
were often responsible for their condition.

Death cannot interfere with the cultivation of
evil tendencies, unless they are caused by abnor-
mal conditions, which are relieved by the change.
Therefore, a human being in the world of spirits
may become an abominable monstrosity, eternally
persistent in his purpose to do something worse,
regardless of the consequences.
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The greatest wonder of the Universe is an end-
less life. It is an idea that has become concrete.
It has become a force, intelligent, unique, and in-
dependent. It is full of unlimited possibilities for
those whose aspirations are high. It cannot be
duplicated, for every person is different from all
that have lived before, or will ever live again.
The ability to understand sublime mysteries 1s
conferred.

The golden fruits of knowledge hang in rich
clusters on the tree of imumortality, but they can-
not be reached by those who are not willing to
climb into the lofty branches and gather them.
Thousands fail because courage and persistent ef-
fort are necessary. Sentimental and weak, they
drift onward, hoping that in some way the un-
known future will bring them fortune. But eter-
nal promotion cannot come to those who do not
deserve 1t. Heaven is a discovery which meets
the enraptured view of the heroic explorer. Days
of toil and anxiety, and nights of peril, are past.
At length the radiant morning dawns. Hope
arches the brilliant skies with iridescent splendor.



A"
WHERE IS THE SPIRITUAL WORLD?

TuE spiritual world is not without a location,
and there should not be difficulty in finding it, for
there are evidences of spiritual presence that are
not misunderstood when we are careful to know
what they are, and whence their source. They
may seem to be within us, and undoubtedly they
are, for the spiritual realm is within as well as
without, all that is visible and material. It is what
the mind is to the body, for thought is associated
with personality which may reach far and wide,
affecting multitudes.

The spiritual world is a part of the world around
us. It is the most important part, because its num-
bers are so great, including all that have lived and
died from the most remote period to the present
time. It is also the domain of Supreme Intelli-
gence, and power, allied with the choicest spirits

of all ages.
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The invisible hell is here, but it can be excluded
by those who live in the heavenly state; or seen in
its worst phases when it is expedient. Differences
of character and condition may be illustrated by
what we see in the natural world. But the con-
trasts are so great that imagination fails in the
comparison.

There are no valid reasons for supposing that the
spiritual world is located in a distant part of the
Universe. Such is its relation to this world that
removal would not be desirable if it were possible.
Everything around us 1s adjusted to our mode of
existence. Without appropriate environment life
would be worthless 1f we could live. The eye
could find nothing in scenery if scenery were not
made for the eve. Every faculty, all that we hear,
feel, or know, has its counterpart in our surround-
ings, which are so important that without them a
man would be a fragment and a mystery.

Our spiritual world is connected with our nat-
ural world, because living or dead we belong to
both. A human being originating on this planet
must be forever identified with it. He is really a
production of the earth, though spiritual and im-
mortal. Death cannot deprive him of the charac-
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teristics that made him a man of our world, unless
it should rob him of personality and identity. He
would then be without a record or a name.

The life beyond is not without its interests in
the natural world which relate to the present, as
well as the past. Therefore, the connection be-
tween these worlds 1s very close.

If our invisible world were located on a distant
sphere the place would be unfavorable, for this dis-
tant world, if populated, must also have a place
for 1ts people passing out of the natural into the
supernatural state,” and being entirely foreign and
different in their tastes and affinities, with a his-
tory and kind of existence peculiar to their habitat
—for there is diversity in the creation, and 1t is
difficult for us to see how life like ours can hbe
sustained on those mysterious globes—the interests
of their spiritual world could not be identified with
ours in a way that would make proximity desir-
able. TIf this remote world were not inhabited it
would not be a congenial abode, even for spiritual
beings who are interested in life as it appears in

'To some the supernatural means that which is natural,
but has not been so understood.
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corporeal humanity, and have a relation to nature
which is important.?

Where, then, shall we locate our spiritual world?
Outside of the celestial bodies is primeval space,
dark, cold, and silent. Each planet is concerned
with its own affairs, and has a unique environ-
ment. Our spiritual world must have a founda-
tion. It is found in our visible world.

Our affairs are interesting to those on the other
side who are in sympathy with the evolution of the
plan of creation. We are new beings, compara-
tively speaking, for we are at the beginning of an
eternal career. They regard us with anxiety and
hope. The chances of failure or success are in
the balance. In this formative period, great ques-
tions are to be settled. History may repeat itself,
but it cannot be monotonous to those who love the
records of struggling humanity. Many are enter-
ing the other life from all parts of the habitable
glohe at the same time, and communication is not
fettered by the crude facilities of the earthly state.
Thus the two worlds are in touch, not only be-
cause their interests are related, but because they

are contiguous in territory.

*Ch. xi., p. 264.
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They have advantages which we do not possess,

when a better condition has been deliberately
chosen and is firmly held under circumstances that
reveal fixed principles, that cannot be disturbed by
thorough examination and analysis of motives.
Nothing 1s gained by death when there has been
no worthy preparation for it, and there was op-
portunity for such preparation, and the necessity
of it was clearly understood, but neglected. Death
is the key to a world wherein spotless character
and loyalty to divine purposes cannot be ignored
without disastrous consequences, for in the spir-
itual realm decisions are reached without unnec-
essary delay, and are seen to be absolutely just,
not only by those who are affected directly, but
by all who may be concerned.
- The words ‘“above” and “beneath” are often
associated with ideas relating to the spiritual
states. If these terms are understood in a literal
sense they lead to conclusions that are absurd and
contradictory.

If we suppose that the “infernal regions” can
be found somewhere in the bowels of the earth,
we shall have to concede that the place is indefinite
and no sensible person would try to find it. If,
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however, we express belief in the existence of evil
spirits, and their baleful influence on humanity,
we must admit that they are above ground, for
they are near enough to operate in and upon us.
So, if they are beneath they are also above, and
are not limited by locality, roaming at large any-
where. There is nothing in the depths of the
earth to attract, or hold, evil spirits. They find
affinity in evil thoughts, and are ready to suggest
them, when corrupt desires are cherished, whether
their presence is noticed or not.

Reference to the spiritual world that involves
height or depth will not bear a literal construction.
Condition, rank, exaltation or degradation, success
or failure, life or death, privilege or limitation,
happiness or misery, good and evil, and all things
associated with character and position, should be
understood.

There are reasons for believing that our planet
has a permanent place in the Universe, and as
heaven and hell are connected with it, there
should be no difficulty in locating these spiritual
states. The motions of the globe are governed
by laws that have been defined and are under-
stood. These motions, and the energy in nature,
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express a kind of vitality, and have a relation to
the sun and other bodies in our solar system which
i1s so important that the whole may be compared
to an organized living thing. The productions of
the earth, as well as its connection with the sun,
show that it 1s alive. If it were taken out of our
system it would die as quickly as a branch cut
from a tree. It could not be grafted into another
cluster of worlds, for it would perish intransitu.
The Creation is the result of an effort of the
divine being seeking a suitable environment for
himself, and those who might be associated with
him. Having control of forces he began to work
upon crude material, bringing it into form and
motion.? This must have occupied periods of time
incomprehensible to us, for the foundations were
to be permanent. After these mighty spheres had
come to proper dimensions, and their motions had
been adjusted to the plan for each and for the
entire system, and it was seen that they would
roll perpetually in their orbits without interfer-
ence, they were ready for finishing and furnishing.
Then came a glorious transformation, for light
broke in and they were clothed with appropriate

*See Ch. i, p. 6; and Ch. xi,, p. 271I.
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vegetation, and inhabited by every variety of liv-
ing creature suggested by divine wisdom, including
immortal humanity.

While the presence of Deity is unlimited, be-
cause his personality pervades immensity, his home
is in nature. It is “our Father’s house,” in which
more desirable mansions may be found, though
now invisible to us; yet a part of the same great
living temple whose canopy is the blue dome ahove.

The presence of living people is indicated by
the landmarks of civilization; great cities, culti-
vated fields, and the highways of commerce. If
the business of the world should cease, or its pop-
ulation disappear, evidences of neglect and decay
would immediately follow. The progress of the
world is maintained by constant effort and watch-
ful care. So nature is sustained by an all-pervad-
ing invisible Presence. It does not show neglect
or decline. The motions of the earth are regular.
The seasons come and go. The sun pours upon
us inexhaustible volumes of light and heat.* The
atmosphere is wholesome. Its elements do not
lose their virtue. The laws of nature are re-

spected and enforced. The soil is susceptible to

* See Chs, iii. and ix.
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attention. It responds when it is cultivated and
nourished. The earth is full of vital forces, and
1s more productive every year.

Should we suppose that nature had no begin-
ning, then we might conclude that it needs no at-
tention. But we cannot see how the plan of the
Universe could be formed without an author, for
there is intelligence expressed in what we see
everywhere. If we look into the earth for sigms
of its existence from eternity, they are not ob-
vious. It is plainly a formation with marks of
early struggles and gradual development. We can
see that it had a beginning. It must, therefore,
have been produced by an agency independent of
itself, having an important purpose connected with
a great future. Certainly there is nothing to indi-
cate its abandonment by the Power that created
it. It is a valuable property, a gem among the
stars. If its cost were estimated by the time re-
quired for its development, and preparation for
the multitudinous life that occupies sea and land,
it must have been enormous.

The ultimate purpose of the creation is con-
summated in the spiritual world. This purpose
included the gathering of a great and loyal mul-
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titude of worthy persons, whose interests would
be in harmony with the divine nature, and who
should first have opportunity to exhibit the virtues
that must be associated with such privileges under
circumstances that were unfavorable, thus demon-
strating to themselves, and others, their ability to
receive the best things.

The development of sterling character involves
the failure of many who are not disposed to ac-
cept the conditions that lead to success; but with-
out a standard of excellence, within the reach of
all, and some discrimination, nothing worthy could
be accomplished. There is, therefore, a certain
percentage of Jloss, but the gain is great.

The natural world 1s the source of supply for
the spiritual, and it furnishes abundantly. About
one-half of all that are born die in infancy, having
no knowledge of our world that they can recall.
Their opportunities are better than ours, for their
perceptive faculties are not obscured by the restric-
tions of the carthly life. When they are old enough
to understand they are instructed, and their priv-
ileges considered. The influences that surround
them are heavenly, but they are perfectly free to

form their own conclusions. All infants are saved;
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but it is folly to suppose that they never reach
maturity in the other world, and have no chance
to form character, and settle the great problems
of that life for themselves.®

Candidates for eternal honors multiply as the
werld opens to the influences of civilization, and
the long night of error and superstition disappears.
The world of ancient times seems small when com-
pared with the world of to-day. The Roman
Empire covered the greater part of its territory.
Much of Asia and Africa was unknown and bar-
barous. Awustralia, the numerous islands of the
Pacific, and the two great American continents
were thinly inhabited by those whose knowledge
of immortality was limited by mythical legends
and childish fancies. Their interests could not be
promoted by the revelation of ideas that were be-
yond their reach. The sublime mysteries of the
incorporeal states are reserved until they can be
received by those who are prepared for them.

There is room enough in the globe’s environ-
ment for all who have entered the spiritual world,
and all who will enter in the eternal years of the
future, because the spiritual body is not restricted

°Ch. xi, p. 256.
57




LIFE IN TWO WORLDS

by natural limitations. If, however, a material
restoration of all who have died should occur,
there would not be standing room for half the
number on the entire surface of the earth.

Space in the other world is as vital and impor-
tant as it is here, but that world is a spiritual state,
and there is always room enough for mind or
spirit. It is the corporeal body that limits us, and
makes space of a kind necessary here. We are
surrounded by an innumerable company of spir-
itual beings, good and evil; but so positive is the
law of exclusion that they cannot manifest them-
selves unless permitted.

The thought represented by the words trans-
lated “heaven” or ‘the heavens,” comprised so
much, when used by inspired writers, that was
literal as well as symbolic and mystical, that mis-
understanding has crept in concerning it. The
idea of great distance from the globe is nowhere
indicated. The firmament with its broad expanse
and infinite height was the best symbol of spiritual
promotion and felicity that could be found, for it
represented purity in its blue altitudes, and kindled

sublime emotions and holy aspirations.

The ascent of angels, or men, who disappeared
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from mortal view has led some to suppose that
their abode is beyond the atmosphere, or possibly
beyond the stars. But there is a record of many
angelic manifestations in which ascent or descent
is not mentioned. When it occurred it was sig-
nificant. It had no necessary reference to locality,
above or beneath, but to a state of exaltation, or
limitation, and in some instances degradation and
inoral death.

The ascension of Christ was an important act,
because it symbolized his promotion to the highest
position, or rank, in the kingdom of heaven. But
the act would not have been of much consequence
1f the fact thus indicated had not been under-
stood. IHe referred to his ascension in his first
interview with Mary Magdalene after his death,
intimating that she must not detain him for fur-
ther conversation at that time, for his resurrection
must be demonstrated by his appearance to other
witnesses without delay.®

His ascension, or promotion, gave him unlim-
ited power and great glory. This is noticed in
the words: “He ascended on high, he led captiv-

ity captive, and gave gifts unto men.” But it is

® John xx. 17.
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said that “He also descended into the lower parts
of the earth.” This descent means his voluntary
humiliation and death by which he demonstrated
immortality.”

The ascent of angels indicates their high rank
and superior privileges when compared with mor-
tals. Their fall through transgression, or failure,
does not necessarily involve their /literal descent
through space to the earth, or to some place of
confinement within its dark interior.

If the question is asked, “Where is the spiritual
liell of the dead?” it is not difficult to answer. It
is certainly ‘“beneath” in the sense of being a
loweer, or worse condition than any that can be
found among the living. Light is thrown upon
this question when another is asked. ‘“Where is
the hell of the living?” The idea of geographical
location or lineal distance crops out. It is in the
worst® (iowest) people wherever they are found.
It is not limited to London, or Paris. Undoubt-
edly it can be found in these cities as well as in
New York, or in any rural district, remote wilder-
ness, island of the sea, or vessel floating on its
surface. It is where dark deeds are premeditated

"Eph. iv. 8-10.
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and performed, where human beings are sinking
into moral mud, corruption, degradation, weakness,
and oblivion.

In the Revelation of St. John there are descrip-
tions of visions, so vivid and realistic, that they
have been understood by many to be correct de-
scriptions of what has occurred, or will occur in
the spiritual world; and some have gone so far as
to seek a location for the “bottomless pit,” and
the “lake of fire,” and not finding any that was
satisfactory have indulged in some speculation, and
finally concluded that they “must be somewhere
in the Universe.” Sincere in their efforts, and
anxious to find the exact truth, they have tried to
make the DBible a text-book, studying its pictures
of events in heaven and hell, as they would ob-
jects of nature, and attempting to prove that their
conceptions were right by introducing parallel pas-
sages which they thought were appropriate.

A vision, divinely given, is not so important as
the significant truth which it reveals. It is pic-
torial language which we are to translate carefully,
without regarding the scenery and acting, as some-
thing permanent which we may again notice after
death. When Peter “fell into a trance, and saw
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heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending
unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the
four corners and let down to the earth, wherein
were all manner of four-footed beasts of the
earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and
fowls of the air. And there came a voice to him:
'Rise, Peter; kill and eat,” and the vessel was re-

$ He concerned him-

ceived up again into heaven.”
seif at once about the meanirzg of the vision, which
came to him after some study and reflection. He
did not imagine that the great vessel which he
saw let down from heaven and taken up again
was one of the things that mught be found in
heaven. He studied what he saw and heard, giv-
g special attention to those things that were
deeply impressed upon his mind by emphasis, or
repetition.

When John saw, in vision, ‘“the holy city, new
Terusalem, coming down from God, out of heaven,”
he made a-.careful record of what he saw and
heard. But it is not necessary for us to suppose
that this was a real city or an exact representation
of one that will be seen in heaven.® This i1s what

some have understood, and mathematical calcula-

8 Acts x. *Rev. xxi.
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tions have been made to ascertain its capacity. An
igenious writer says: “And he measured the city
with a reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length,
height, and breadth of it are equal.” ‘“Twelve
thousand furlongs, 7,920,000 feet, which, being
cubed, 1s 948,988,000,000,000,000,000,000 cubic
feet, the half of which we will reserve for the
throne of God and the court of heaven, half of the
balance for the streets, and the remainder divided
by 4.96, the cubical feet in the rooms 19 f{fest
square and 16 feet high, will be 5,743,759,000,000
rooms. We will now suppose that the world
always did and always will contain 900,000,000
inhabitants, and a generation will last 332 years
(2,700,000 every century), and that the world
stands 100,000 years—2%,000,000,000,000 PErsons.
Then suppose there were 11,230 such worlds equal
to this number of inhabitants and duration for
vears, then there would be a room 16 feet long
aud 1% feet wide and 15 feet high for each per-
son; and, yet, there would be room!”

The vision of the city is easily interpreted. It
represents the redeemed and purified church in the
spiritual heaven. Its members are very intelligent

and rich in their privileges. Precious gems and
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clear light indicate this. Safety and freedom are
indicated by the walls and their open gates. The
foundations and the buildings are of very precious
stones and gold, which is transparent, thus repre-
senting character of the highest and purest type.
“Measuring” is considering or contemplating, dwell-
ing upon the felicity and glory of the heavenly
and immortal life.

Crude and materialistic views of the spiritual
world have been fostered by poets and hymnolo-
gists who have presented scenery, symbolism, and
descriptive imagery in attractive forms which have
been adapted to music, still more interesting, and
sung by millions whose interest in the truth was
superficial, and who have been actually demoral-
1zed by dwelling upon the pictures in the hymn or
song, and the interesting music; because the in-
trinsic ideas that should take hold of the mind
and change character seemed unreal or unintelli-
gible to them. Such productions may be popular
for a while, but in time they become nauseating
to thoughtful people, and reaction follows. Suc-
cessful is the hymnologist who combines what is
agreeable with underlying sentiments that rivet the

attention and exert a powerful transforming in-
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Huence upon the life, for the truth is seen and
felt.

ideas concerning the hell of the spiritual world
that were presented to large and intelligent au-
diences with startling effect, and made a pro-
found impression fifty years ago, are now omitted
in many prominent and influential churches, be-
cause they would not be received. And there is
objection, among the most sincere and intelligent
people, that is quite general, to descriptive dis-
courses on this subject in which illustrations from
the Bible are used. Not because the truth is ob-
jectionable, but because there is something in these
representations, as they are generally understood,
that 1s perplexing and unreasonable, and seem-
ingly uhjust.

To those who believe that wilful mistakes, cul-
tivated and perpetuated, have the worst conse-
quences here and hereafter, the prospect of a living
death as the result of such error does not seem
improbable, for they see human wrecks walking
the streets of our cities whose condition answers
this description. There is, therefore, nothing too
strong in the representation of such a calamit -
if it is true, for such wrecks, and worse ones, arc
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in the spiritual world. The figures and emblems
used should be the most terrible and revolting that
can be imagined. But there is difficulty in present-
ing these things, because they seem incredible to us,
for they are not demonstrated by natural observation
and experience. And we have come to a period
in history when we look for evidence of this kind,
and when it is wanting we hesitate and wonder.

A careful investigation of this subject will show
that we are dealing with oriental symbolism, par-
able, and metaphor, easily understood when it
was written, but difficult for us now, because we
are so different in our modes of expression and
interpretation. Therefore, ministers who are ac-
customed to scientific research and metaphysical
inquiry, in an age when new light is breaking in
on all sides, are more cautious and less confident
in their utterances concerning hell; and this fact
1s perceived by their congregations, and there is
mystery, silence and doubt.

There i1s a great reaction. The literalism and
crudeness of the past will not be tolerated, and
many are waiting for clearer light before making
positive assertions. |

Bible revision has been helpful to multitudes.
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Creeds are being overhauled, and the antiquated
rubbish of the centuries swept away. The time for
a new and better understanding of the other world
has come, and those who are anxious for the
truth can find it.

Hell has become a by-word and a myth to many.
Others think that the idea involves something
strong or powerful, and when they wish to be
emphatic and forcible they introduce the word
“hell,” supposing that it helps them to impress, or
alarm, an opponent. But it has very little weight
when used for this purpose among thoughtful per-
sons, for they know that the word is a synonym
for weakness.

When a man is angry he may express himself
in what he calls “strong language.” He looks
fierce and throws off rapidly some phrases in
which the words “God” and “hell” are conspic-
uous. When analyzed his words usually have no
meaning, unless they express a prayer. He thinks
he has been ‘“swearing,” and yet his language, or
the ideas it represents, cannot properly be defined
as such. Undoubtedly he has been wicked in his
view of himself, or'profane, if he meant to be.
But when he reflects on his “strong language” he
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finds that he has been as weak and silly as a vul-
gar little boy, who does not know the meaning of
words and repeats empty phrases. And, yet, a
distinguished senator, or noted physician, whose
opinions are worth something in the medical world,
or a ‘“noble lord,” may seek ‘“relief” under pres-
sure in the use of such language which he thinks
is remarkably “strong.”

The spiritual hell of the next world is clearly
defined in the Scriptures—it is called the “second
death.” Former translations in which hades, or
the state of the dead, including good and bad, or
the grave, were rendered “hell” have been cor-
rected in revised editions, and there is very little
misunderstanding concerning words and terms that
refer to perdition in the other life.

The bottomless pit, or the abyss, with which
darkness and chains are associated, is the symbol
of obscurity and misery. It has no location, for
it is not a place. It represents ignominious defeat
and limitation, or a source of evil from which
calamity proceeds.™

1 Rev. ix. I.
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The “‘second death” is symbolized by a lake of
fire, from which deadly gas emanates. Of course
no such lake can be found in the spiritual state,
for it is a world of spiritual beings. _\nimals and
things do not belong to it, for they do not, and
cannot pass into the immortal state, although na-
ture is open to people in the spiritual world who
are capable of enjoying it.

There 1s nothing more dreadful than the crater
of a large active volcano, when its depths are seen
in the night. Not far from the Isle of Patmos,
where John wrote the Apocalypse, was Stromboli,
“flaring as the great light-house of nature in the
Mediterranean.” Mauna Loa, in Hawaii, is about
13,000 feet above the level of the sea. Its crater,
Kilauea, is remarkable. It is three and a half
miles broad and one thousand feet deep, and con-
tains a sea of fire always surging and roaring, and
sometimes swelling and overflowing, sending forth
great streams of burning lava. With such a pic-
ture in his thought, John defined the second death,
because he could find nothing that would express
his conception of it more vividly, or produce a
stronger impression upon the people of his times
to whom the Revelation was sent, for many of
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them had witnessed such phenomena. But they
did not understand that such a lake of fire was in
the other world, and would eventually become a
receptacle for the Devil and his angels, together
with vast numbers of incorrigible human beings
who had lived and died. They looked through the
illustration, and grasped the fact it represented,
and studied it, looking for all the divine light t\hey
could get, and found that deliberate and inten-
tional moral failure here 1s more disastrous here-
after than any calamity known on earth, for it
culminated in the complete wreckage and prostra-
tion of a person without ending his existence.
No one in the spiritual world, after death, can
be (literally) cast, or thrown, into a pit and
chained or confined in a fiery lake. Devils or
demons have never been expelled or cast out of
people by divine coercion, nor angels driven out
of heaven.”® Evil spirits are active, exerting a bad
influence and doing mischief as long as they can.
The law of limitation 1s n themselves. Although
they are represented in vision, and prophetic
imagery as dethroned, or cast down, or out, or
confined to what seems like a locality. Their

¥ See Ch. i, p. 11; and Ch. x.,, p. 224.
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fall, and obscurity, and misery is the result of
mcapacity.t®

The same consequences follow in this life when
men live long enough, and in many instances they
do. Having an increasing desire to do worse
regardless of the results that are sure to follow
and bring a curse upon themselves and their vic-
tims. Mental and physical decline at length suc-
ceeds, and they are out of the way so far as their
influence upon others is concerned. And still they
live, and are worse than dead, for they have lost
the ability to enjoy life, and are full of corruption.
They may seek death, and find it in suicide, and
awake in the other world to find themselves in a
condition much worse, but with a strong determi-
nation to be as bad as possible, no matter what it
costs. They find limitation, weakness and misery.

Decline 1s not always gradual. A man may be
suddenly and permanently prostrated by excess
and passion, and become a mental and physical
wreck, chained hand and foot, by vice and folly—

¥ When divine support is finally and wunequivocally re-
jected, it is entirely withdrawn. The consequences that fol-
low inevitably are more appalling and disastrous than any we
can observe in this life. Rev. xxii, I11.
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a sudden failure, a complete collapse. So spir-
itual devils resisted Christ, and failed, and were
cast out, or went down finding themselves incapa-
ble of further effort—they dropped into shame
and contempt, accepting voluntarily a living death.**
There has been much erroneous teaching con-
cerning the nature and ability of -evil spiritual
beings. It has been supposed that they retained
their strength and intelligence perpetually, or could
not be restrained until they were confined in some
obscure locality, or banished from our planet.
The fact that failure of every kind, and final col-
lapse is the natural and inevitable consequence of
a very bad life, has been overlooked. This law
of limitation 1s effective in the spiritual world.
Some have thought that the Devil of Bible his-
tory’® was omnipresent, and almost omniscient.
They have clothed him with many attributes that
properly belong to Deity. They have stolen the
livery of heaven and arrayed him in it. They have
given him God-like faculties and infallible resources.

They believe that he is as progressive and aggres-

"It may begin in the natural world. Gen. ii, 17.

-~

¥ As it is generally understood.
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sive as he has ever been, and will continue as such
for an indefinite period.

The activity of the tempting devils or demons®
of former times, is not necessarily a guarantee of
their effectiveness to-day. Undoubtedly we have
spiritual enemies as subtle, malignant and damna-
ble, as any that were known thousands of years

ago; but it cannot be proven that they are the
same persons.

¥ Synonymous.
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THE mystery of angelic existence can be more
easily understood when 1t is compared with inex-
plicable natural phenomena.

The growth of a plant is noticed in the expand-
ing leaf, but the subtle energy that lifts it out of
the earth, and builds its branches, erecting a stately
tree, cannot be observed. There is a plan, but the
problem of its execution—the secret of its con-
structive force, defies analysis. It is easy to ac-
count for the substance in it, when i1t dies. It
decays, passing into the air, and mingling with the
earth. Not an atom is lost; but what becomes of
the imponderable and immaterial witality? Cer-
tainly it 1s something very real. It was the most
important part of the tree. It was in the seed—an
invisible embryo, having mighty power, for it de-
veloped itself, and, gathering material from many
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sources, produced a giant of the forest, able tu
endure the storms of a century. It filled every
part of the tree, from the deepest roots in the
darkness to the topmost branch, a hundred feet
above, waving in the sunlight. It was, therefore,
an wnvisible tree, manifesting its presence by the
visible, and material form it had created; and the
evidences of life that it exhibited. When the body
in which this hidden, but forceful agency, had re-
mained so long, was parted from its secret builder
and nourisher, it fell in ruins never to rise again.

This vital energy, fully developed and mature
was not lost. DBeing something it could not be-
come nothing. Nor could it be blended with the
surrounding elements in such a way as to make
identification impossible to one capable of such dis-
crimination. This would be easy for the Author
of life, because every variety of existence has been
generated by him, and he knows what becomes of
it after it has passed out of the visible form.

It is evident that we cannot locate, or identify
such a thing, and to us it must remain a profound
mystery. Nevertheless, its existence cannot be
successfully denied. It is still a part of nature.

If it finds no environment, and, therefore, is not
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used again, it has served its purpose, and, like
everything else that has lived in the visible world
and disappeared, it has no apparent utility or
capacity for a normal existence. To us, it is of no
consequence. It is like a thing that is lost, and,
so far as we are concerned, is nothing, unless it
can be found. It occupies no more space than an
obsolete idea, and, therefore, it is not in the way.
It is somewhere in the laboratory of nature, and
could be discovered and identified if one could be
found with ability for such difficult work. There-
fore, a tree has a kind of soul—an invisible force
within, full of promise and potency.

The growth and development of a human being
is similar. He leaves the material body. But he
i1s very different from a tree or an animal, for he
is able to understand that he has been transferred
to another state, and can exist without the body
in which he formerly lived. He finds that he has
the capacity for a new mode of existence, and if
his tendencies are right he rejoices in the fact, for
he sees that he can do better. He finds that ample
provision has been made for super-mundane life,
and that it is adapted to his tastes and ambitions;

for he is a rational and moral being, having some
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characteristics and proclivities that are like those
of the divine Creator who lives without natural
form, and prefers the spiritual state because of its
great advantages.

Angels, good and bad, are fhwuman, and were
earthly in their origin.' They lived and died and
constitute the inhabitants of the spiritual world.
They are not a different order of beings, but are
simply men and women of the immortal states.
There 1s no authentic record of the creation of angels,
which shows that they were incorporeal in the begin-
ning. It cannot be shown that they have never lived
in the flesh as we do. When inquiry was made con-
cerning our nature in the other world, the Saviour
plainly stated that those who were worthy of a
heavenly resurrection would be angels, for he said

€€ ¢

they are, in that superior life, “ ‘equal unto,” or
‘as,’ the angels.” * Not only in respect to immor-
tality did he understand them to be the same, but
in respect to the marriage relation, and in all other

respects.® He refers to Moses, and Abraham, and

! Ch. ix., p. 180.

2 Matt. xxii, 30. Luke xx. 36-38.

*The scope is not limited. We should not infer from
Christ’s words in this passage that we shall lose the charac-
teristics of manhood or womanhood when we enter the other
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others, as examples of men who had become angels.
And it cannot be shown that a bad man is not
“equal unto,” or “as,” a spiritual devil on the
other side.

Angels appear in human form and in spiritual
bodies. In vision, or in symbol, they may have
wings, or assume various shapes, illustrating char-
acter, or powers, but in fact they are spiritual mei
and women. As messengers they appeared, and
were known, as men of a heavenly kind, represent-
ing the celestial state, in their apparel, as well as
their expressive faces.

The first chapter of Genesis gives an account of
the Creation in general, including mankind. The
second chapter is specific. We come to the pro-
duction of a certain man whose locality is men-
tioned. He has special privileges, and is honored
as the progenitor of a new race with a great future,
through which a divine revelation is to be given

world. Sexuality is in the mind. Man is, and must be, eter-
nally different from woman. The marriage relation, as we
have it in this life, involving legal restrictions, births and
deaths, will be a thing of the past. But connubial love, ex-
alted, pure, celestial and rapturous, will find expression and
response. This implies unions far more desirable than any
known to us, making heaven the ideal life.

78



ANGELS

to the world. He is tested by his openness to the
spiritual states, and fails when an invisible enemy
called “the serpent” enters into his thoughts. Who
was this spiritual tempter in the primeval paradise?
No account of his origin is given, but it is smplicd.*

There are reasons for believing that Adam and
Eve were not the only people on the globe at that
time, and that many geﬁerations had lived and
died. Adam .was a new creation, and the only
man in that country. IHe was 1solated and pro-
tected, with a great purpose in view.

That “‘the serpent” or devil was a man in the
spiritual world is seen by the reference to his
descendants or ‘‘seed,” and their future conflict
with the descendants of Adam.® “Seed” here

means natural progeny.® The “serpent”” entered

¢Ch. x., p. 211.
" The origin of the satan of Eden has been a dark mystery

for many centuries. If we regard him as a spiritual man
whe had access to Eve’s mind because of her susceptibility
to impressions from the other world, we have clearer light on
angelology. The reference to his “seed,” which means chil-
dren or descendants in a literal sense, if it means anything,
together with what is generally conceded by eminent scholars,
and confirmed archzological researches, viz.,, That nations
lived on this earth more than 6000 years ago, furnishes us
with a clue to this secret of the ages.
79



LIFE IN TWO WORLDS

into the mind of Eve. She was corrupted, and
the pair demoralized, thus losing the Eden of divine
union, and with it many privileges which they
could not enjoy without it.

Cain, the eldest and only surviving son of Adam,
fleeing as a refugee to a distant country, after the
murder of Abel, found inhabitants. He married,
and became prosperous, building a city. Whence
these inhabitants? Seth was the third son of
Adam, born after the banishment of Cain. There
is no record of daughters born to Adam before
the birth of Seth. If we suppose that daughters
were born before the time of Seth, and some of
them wandered into that far off land of exile,
and formed a small female community, and that
Cain induced one of them to become his wife,
we shall find that such a theory is unnecessary,
for there is nothing in the sacred records to show
that pre-adamic and co-adamic men have not
lived.

Adam was the first man of a new race, and as
such his genealogy was very carefully preserved.
There is no reason for suspecting the accuracy of
the records as they stand, or bridging an imaginary

chasm by the introduction of persons in the line
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of descent, who are not noticed in the history of
the Hebrew nation.

The origin of the different races of men has
been a matter of conjecture among intelligent
ethnologists for many years.® Those who have
gone so far as to make Adam the father of all
mankind have been confronted with problems that
they could not solve. They have tried to make
their theories reasonable by indulging in speculative
views that are not sustained by authentic history,
and a careful study of the facts.

Adam’s line to Noah is the record of a distinct
race which had multiplied rapidly, and had become
very corrupt. A flood was predicted which was
understood by those who heard the warning to be
a judgment and a calamity which could be avoided.
It occurred, and the same race began again in Noah
and his family. It is preposterous for us to sup-
pose that this deluge covered the entire globe.
It destroyed the world as it was known to
Noah at that time, and the people to whom he

preached.

® As angels once belonged to the natural world, angelology
is here associated with ethnology. Hence these thoughts on

the origin of races.
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Only about three centuries later, according to
undisputed chronology, we come to the history of
Abraham, and his journey into Egypt, because of
a famine. Here he found a dark race, and a very
ancient kingdom.® His wife attracted attention and
curiosity because she was a “fair” woman. Abra-
ham and his wife were direct descendants of Noah,
and were good examples of the Adamic type, which
was white, and noble in physique, having interest-
ing and intelligent faces.

They kept themselves apart from other races
with scrupulous care, believing that they were a
chosen people with a great destiny. Intermarriage
with other races was forbidden by law. A devia-
tion from this rule was uncommon. It meant
ostracism and the forfeiture of national privileges.
Sometimes a compromise was made to conciliate
a powerful foreign nation, as in the case of Solomon
and an Egyptian princess; but it was regarded as a
necessary evil.

Thus they continued to be a separate people even
when in captivity, and were often desired in royal
palaces because of their distinguished appearance

and remarkable intelligence. Jesus Christ was an

® Gen, xii. 10-20.
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example of this superior race in every respect. Not
until after the final destruction of Jerusalem—the
National Capital-—did great changes come, and the
glory of these Adamic men depart.

In spite of these facts, and the existence of
colored races noticed in early Bible times, and in
secular history, relating to remote periods, there
are those who would make Noah the father of an
African negro of the most pronounced type. They
would go farther and find in him the progenitor
of the Papuans, and the Maoris, and the Aborig-
ines of America, including distant Patagonia.
They would make all men true sons of Adam,
even the little black dwarfs recently discovered in
the dense forests of equatorial Africa.

There is a curious theory concerning Ham, a
son of Noah. It is supposed that he was a freak
of nature, and was born black, because his name
signifies “swarthy” or “sun-burnt.” Hence we have
the Egyptian and all the other dark races of every
shade and variation. Nothing, however, 1s said
about the color of Ham’s wife. Nor can it be
shown that Ham was black because of his name;
for many a black man’'s name is White, and many

a white man’s name is Black or Brown. There is
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nothing to show that in Ham a colored race
originated.

Changes of climate and conditions affect racial
characteristics to a certain extent; but there are
parts of the world where the original inhabitants
were found, if history and observation are of any
value to us. They lived in these regions because
of their adaptation to them in the beginning. If
men of a different kind were compelled to live there
they would, in a few years, become extinct.

Some races have been cut off by great natural
barriers, from other parts of the world, and very
little has been known about them.

It is reasonable to think that men are indigenous
to the regions where they were found in the be-

®  We have tropical men as well as plants

ginning.’
and animals. And while men can adapt them-
selves to some countries that are not congenial,
because of their intelligence and vitality, there is
a terrible strain upon the constitution if they re-
main there long, showing that it is not their
habitat.

The characteristics of a race are not only in the

color, form, and features, but in the blood and

*See Ch, i, p. 8.
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mind, and cannot be wholly eliminated by a change
of climate and locality, although they may be
greatly modified by the union with other races.
This modification can generally be detected through
knowledge of their history and close observation,
for “blood will tell.” The distinguishing marks
of a race are firmly fixed."™

The evolution of a human being, from the nat-
ural to the spiritual realm, is in harmony with laws
from which there is no deviation, unless a miracle
occurs, and then the final transition must come
within a limited time, for the established order is,
first, ‘““that which 1s natural; and afterward, that
which is spiritual.”’*®

The consciousness of the change, and the ad-
vantages or disadvantages, it brings, is something
peculiar to mankind. We, alone, among the mul-
titudinous creations around us, are able to under-
stand that, life here, and hereafter, is what we
make it. And when the earthly mode of existence
is ended the realization of this fact is still apparent.

A return to the natural state is impossible, if a

1 Acts xvii. 26. One in nature or kind, t.e., human, not
in blood or race. See R. V.

¥ Cor., xv. 45.
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second physical birth is implied, for we begin with
the smental, as well as the physical, embryo, simul-
taneously. A person who imagines that he may
have lived in another age, and is now living again
in this age in another natural body, is deluded.
He could not get rid of his former history and
experience, and would soon find that he was in a
body that did not belong to him, if such a union
were possible. And, yet, thousands cherished this
idea in ancient times, and some entertain it now.
There is opportunity for a spiritual devil to enter
into the mind of a person in this life and exert a
strong influence, controlling and deluding him, if
he does not object. Demoniacal possession can be
cultivated and developed. It was eagerly sought
by many in ancient and pagan times, who aban-
doned themselves to it, knowing the facts. In-
stances of this kind can be found in heathen coun-
tries to-day. Such persons are very susceptible to
influences from the other world, and when they
find that there is a better way, may dismiss the
foul inspirer, and accept divine guidance. Cases
of this kind are rare among enlightened people.
Many, prompted by curiosity and a strong desire

to know something about the spiritual world, are
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willing to entertain “spirits”*® who seem to be
harmless, and somewhat heavenly in their efforts,
and would like to get acquainted and become con-
fidential. There are sincere people who are willing
to go “under control,” or listen to those who are
“under control,” or think they are. Wonders of
this kind are bewildering, and may be dangerous
to some people. Some think that these things fur-
nish evidences of the existence of the other mys-
terious but invisible world around us.**

It i1s certain that we can find different degrees
of divine inspiration, and the influence of celestial
angels. Our susceptibility to the other world is
wonderful. The mind is like a balance delicately
poised, that can weigh the thousandth part of a
grain, even the lightest breath producing a per-
ceptible change.

The cultivation and stimulation of these facul-
ties which may enable us to look into the other
life and know something about it, that can be
demonstrated in a way that i1s helpful to us, is im-
portant, for it is to be our permanent environment.
Here we make a brief beginning. As a plant, strug-
gling in the dark earth, breaks through to find itself

13 So-called. * See Ch. xil.
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unrestricted in its normal sphere in the bright sun-
light, with the boundless heavens above it.

It is surprising that there is in this age so little
interest manifested in heavenly angels on the part
of those who are anxious to find all that God has
to offer those who are loyal to Him.

In Bible times communications from angels were
very desirable. Good men listened, and looked,
for such manifestations, and were not disappointed.
The injunction: “Be not forgetful to entertain
strangers ; for thereby. some have entertained angels
unawares,”* is not heeded, or is misunderstood.
While this passage is thought to be important, and
should stimulate us in the careful consideration of
such guests, as are worthy of our hospitality and
attention, the idea of entertaining a spiritual mes-
senger from hcaven is entirely ignored, or regarded
as simply an illustration of something that han-
pened in former times. Whereas the possibility of
interviews with angels is the vital truth which the
inspired writer would impress, and the probabilify
of missing such golden opportunities, unless great
care and discrimination are used, is noticed.

The appearance of angels in those days was

¥ Heb, xiii. 2.
See reference to illustration: “Henry Ward Beecher,” p. o8.
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sometimes natural. They lcoked like mortals; but
they proved to be different as they were spiritually
discerned.

Such was the case when Paul saw a man of
Macedonia, one night when he was in Troas, who
said: “Come over into Macedonia and help us”*®
Paul was not startled or alarmed by this vision,
for he was prepared to see any person from the
spiritual world, whose credentials could be tested
by divine approval. This interview, and communi-
cation, was very important, for it led to the intro-
duction of Christianity into Europe. The appear-
ance of persons in full form, who were able to show,
without doubt, that they were from heaven, was
not very uncommon in those times.

Angelic manifestations are perfectly legitimate
in these times. They may be as appropriate now
as ever. There is no reason why this century
should not be a golden age, for the world 1s pro-
gressive.

The danger arising from delusion, ignorance,
and superstition, was as great in the first century
as it is to-day. Paul found rank evils of this kind

% Acts xvi. 9. This vision included the presence of a
spiritual man of Macedonia who came as messenger or angel.
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in Macedonia, as well as Ephesus, and Cyprus, and
indeed, everywhere, which he sternly rebuked, and
was able to conquer. But he still clung to his
visions, and revelations, and gloried in them, for
they were a secret of power, giving him remark-
able spiritual discernment and ability, as the revealer
of the wonders of the heavenly world.

Heaven and hell were open to St. John. His
mind was flooded with views in which angels ap-
peared, and conversed with him. He did not
become erratic. His faculties were well preserved
to old age. He was calm, firm, systematic, and
accurate, sound in judgment, mighty and practical
in his work.

The delusions of our times will not be banished
until learned men, who rank high in the churches,
are willing to know more about the other world.
Erroneous ideas are gaining ground rapidly, and
are very plausible and interesting because they are
mixed with some truth. To simply ignore, or
condemn, these things will not do, because there
1s a hunger in humanity for the mysterious and
supernatural, and people will explore and investi-
gate, and fall into perplexity, or possibly fanaticism,
and fatal mistakes.
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Let magicians, wonder-workers, “divine” healers,
“mediums,” mental and physical specialists, pro-
ceed. When they have done what they can, and
have succeeded in helping people, let the facts
speak for themselves. But when there is a desire
for clearer light and greater power—and there are
those who are looking for it in the God of the
Bible—Ilet a man like Moses step forward. A man
of profound learning and great natural ability,
having a national reputation, who has been thor-
oughly tested by the severest trials in which the pure
gold of character has been developed; and who has
knowledge of the spiritual world that is remark-
able, and can demonstrate the fact by signs and
wonders, so far superior to all they have known
who do not possess his authority and credentials,
that they will concede his supremacy, because he
can abundantly satisfy them in matters that per-
tain to the supernatural realm, point out their
errors, and furnish them with the truth.

Such men are demanded by the times, and they
can be found when they are willing to accept the
tests, and look for power from the right Source.
Years of preparation and discipline may be required,

but when they are ready and begin to work, we may.
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expect that the Red Sea will open; the water of life
gush forth in the desert; manna fall in the wilder-
ness, and a millennium appear.

Fallen angels have been objects of interest be-
cause of the mystery supposed to be associated
with their descent from lofty regions above the
clouds, where they once enjoyed, it 1s thought, a
heaven of purity and felicity. Misunderstanding
will disappear after there has been a careful e<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>