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THE HISTORY OF A STRANGE CASE.

A STUDY IN OCCULTISM.

BY DAVID P. ABBOTT.

I.

T S  spiritualism all deception and illusion? Is there no grain o f  
truth to be found under the great m ass o f fraud and trickery 

with which a vast army o f charlatans have disgraced it? Are the 
efforts o f the Society for Psychical Research to prove fruitless?  
W hen all o f  the fraud and deception is cleared away, w ill nothing  
remain? T hese questions I have been asked time and again. W hat 
will the answer be?

D o no whisperings o f hope from the great beyond ever echo 
down the infinite corridors o f darkness? W ill the pale vanished  
faces o f our loved ones, that haunt the shadowy m ists o f memory, 
ever again stand before us in the bright sunlight o f day? W ill we 
ever again hear the dear voices that have long been stilled? M ust 
we, w ith tottering steps supported only by blind faith, go  down the 
hillside o f life into the infinite darkness o f the eternal valley? Is 
there no turning aside— no escape? M ust w e face the inevitable 
annihilation o f the unity o f self? W hen science lifts her torch and 
peers into the surrounding darkness, is there no gleam  o f hope to 
be seen? W ill a new  dawn ever break, with its countless songs of 
gladness bursting from the throats o f the tw ittering love-birds of 
joy? Oh, beautiful Nature, how thy children adore thee! Oh, 
infinite Pow er, that animates and directs the great A ll, why this 
insatiable longing for immortality in the hearts o f thy ch ildren!

I have been asked again and again, if, in all o f my investigations, 
I have found nothing that I could not explain: if  all has been per­
fectly simple and commonplace as soon as I w itnessed i t : if all o f the 
m ystery and romance disappear upon investigation. I have finally 
removed certain difficulties to publication, and shall now g ive to the
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THE HISTORY OF A STRANGE CASE.

public an account o f  the m ost rem arkable case that it has ever been  
m y fortune to  in vestiga te . A m o n g  all the cases o f  m y in v estig a ­
tion , it stands unique and alone, en tirely  in a class by i t s e l f ; still to  
a certain ex ten t shrouded in m ystery , w ith  som e features w hich  I 
have not yet th orou gh ly  exp la ined  sa tisfactorily  to  m yse lf. T h e  
m em ory o f  th is rem arkable experience, and the w eird  and dram atic  
effect o f  w hat on the surface appeared to  be the v o ices o f  the dead  
ta lk in g  to  m e and ex h ib itin g  an intim ate k n o w led g e  o f  m y fam ily  
history, wiU rem ain w ith  m e th rough  life .

II.

O n M arch 7 , 1 9 0 6 , the carrier le ft  at m y door a letter that w as  
destined  to disturb m y peace o f  m ind, and to  furnish  m e m uch  
m aterial for th ou gh t for som e tim e to  com e. Sh ortly  b efore th is I 
had published  in The Open Court an article entitled , “ S om e M e- 
dium istic P h en om en a .,, I had v a g u e ly  w ondered  if  th is w ou ld  not 
ind irectly  bring  to  m y notice som e accounts o f  strange phenom ena  
from  rem ote p laces in the w orld . Such  w as th is m issive.

T h is  letter w as w ritten  by a gentlem an  in N e w  H a v en , C on­
n ecticu t; and in it he described a strange case that he had w it­
nessed  in a rem ote v illa g e  one year before. T h e  w riter, M r. E . A . 
P arsons, w as unknow n to  m e ; but he introduced h im self as a 
m agician . H e  stated  that h a v in g  read m y article and noted my 
k n o w led g e  o f  trickery, he desired  to  lay th is case before m e, in the 
hope that I m ig h t be able to  exp la in  it. I here quote from  his 
le t te r s :

“ I w ill describe an exp erien ce  w hich  I had w ith  an elderly lady  
in a little  to w n  in O h io  last year. S h e  uses tw o  tin horns or trum ­
pets, each fourteen  inches lo n g , and tw o  and on e-h a lf inches in 
diam eter at the large ends, tap erin g  to  one inch at the sm aller ends. 
T h e large end or bell o f  one horn is so  m ade as to  slip  tig h tly  into  
the large end o f  the other. O n the sm aller or outer ends o f  this 
double trum pet are soldered saucer-shaped  p ieces large en ou gh  to 
cover a person 's ear. T h e  trum pet is em pty and can be exam ined  
by any one.

“ H er  very marvelous power is th is: T h e  sitter takes one end 
o f  th is trum pet and p laces it to  h is ear, w h ile  the lady does the sam e 
w ith  the other end, p lacin g  it to  her ear. A t once the sitter plainly  
hears w hispers in the trum pet. T h ese  purport to  be the vo ices o f  
the spirits o f  his dead friends and relatives. T h ey  reply to  any 
q uestions w hich  he speaks out loud. D u r in g  th is tim e the lad y’s 
m outh and lips are tig h tly  closed , and she m akes no m otion s o f  the
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throat or lips. She will, instead of holding the trumpet to her ear, 
hold her palm against i t ; or allow him to place one end of it against 
her back. She will, if preferred, permit two spectators to each hold 
an end, she merely touching the center with her fingers. In either 
event one hears the whispering just the same. Now this is done in 
broad daylight, anywhere, even out of doors. I investigated this 
phenomenon seven hours altogether, giving it every possible test, 
but could obtain no clue to it. I found that it was not ventriloquism, 
as the voices were really in the trum pet; besides, ventriloquists can 
not speak in whispers. I proved beyond question (as have many 
others) that the voices were really in the trumpet.

“The information which I received from the whispers was 
correct in every case. I had never seen the lady before, nor had 
I been in Ohio previously. Now the production of intelligent lan­
guage inside this trumpet in daylight, three or four feet away from 
the medium, I regard as more wonderful than anything I have ever 
known. I now have the trumpet, having purchased it. Can you 
tell me how the whispered words were produced ?”

In a subsequent letter he said: “The description I gave you 
was not overdrawn in any way. The lady is the wife of an humble 
farmer and resides in an obscure country village. She has resided 
there all of her life and has reared a large family of children. She 
has never been over twenty miles from her home and has but little 
education. She is, however, very intelligent. She gave her sittings 
for a long time free of charge, and later began charging ten cents. 
She now charges one dollar, but does not insist on anything.

“She can use a glass lamp chimney or any closed receptacle in place 
of the trumpet; and I have heard the voices just as plainly coming 
out of the sound hole of a guitar that lay upon the table. The guitar 
has also played in my presence, independently, but faintly. There 
was no music box in it, as is generally the case. She has also caused 
music to sound in the trumpet, and raps to sound on the outside of it.

“Three of my most intimate friends have seen her several times. 
Two of them were with me at my investigation. I have known of 
this lady for six years; and finally, having heard so much about her, 
I journeyed six hundred miles to see her in January, 1905. The lady 
was at many times talking with persons in the room at the same 
time that I was listening to the voices. I noted this with great care. 
Sometimes two different voices would whisper at the same time, as 
if one were trying to get ahead of the other.

“Of course we know how mediums usually gather information, 
but this lady had no means of knowing anything about m e; and yet
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4 T H E  HISTORY OF A STRANGE CASE.

the voices told me, correctly, many things of my own private life. 
Among those who talked with me were my mother, my daughter 
(dead twenty-two years), and my grandfather. My daughter told 
me where I lived, what kind of a house I lived in, what her living 
brother was doing, where she was buried, etc. An old music teacher 
of mine, of whom I had not thought for ten years, announced him­
self and said that he would like to play for me. Then I actually 
heard faint but distinct sounds of piano-playing in the trumpet, and 
my friends in the room also heard it. The sounds were like they 
would be if one were listening to a piano over a telephone. My 
father and my father-in-law spoke to me; as did also an uncle of 
whom I had no knowledge, but whose existence I afterwards veri­
fied. My mother gave her own name completely, but failed to give 
my middle name. She gave it as ‘Albert/ when in reality it is 
‘Augustus/

“At one time I heard an open voice in the trumpet for a moment. 
I also listened at her mouth and throat when voices were speaking, 
but could detect no sounds. I found the positions of the voices in 
the trumpet would vary, sounding at one time nearer to one end, 
and at another nearer to the other end. I had noticed the varying 
strength of the voices, and the lady told me of this change of posi­
tion. I verified it by listening outside the trumpet when others 
held it, and found the voices to vary one foot and a half in location. 
I was particularly impressed with the openness of the lady, and with 
her perfect willingness for me to test her powers in any manner 
that I  desired. She afforded me every opportunity to make such 
tests, giving me seven or eight hours of her time. I suppose this 
thing to be a trick ; but with over forty years study of magic, and 
with the acquaintance of all the great magicians, I was entirely 
unable to even surmise how it could be done. It is either a trick 
or it is the work of His Satanic Majesty.

“Now I believe I have discovered a medium as good as Home, 
and I hesitate about making public her name and address. You 
understand, any medium possessing this secret would think his for­
tune made. I am no medium, but I certainly want the secret. If 
this prove to be a trick, I do not want its secret given to the world, 
but desire to keep it for private use. If you see fit to sign a con­
tract binding yourself to respect this desire, and not to reveal the 
secret of the performance without my consent, I will be pleased to 
furnish you the name and address of the lady. I shall expect you 
to give me the fullest results of any investigations which you may
m ake/’
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