





PREFACE

HIS book, which is the outcome of many years of
close research and careful study, was practically
complete at the time of the author’s death, and

he had intended its early publicétion. Some portions of
the manuscript had been revised for printing, some of the
chapters had received numerous additions and alterations
in arrangement even until within a few days of his death,
and others still needed their final revision.” From time
to time portions of the subject-matter of this work had
formed the text for papers read before various archzo-
logical societies, notably the series of three papers on
Anglo-Saxon London and its neighbourhood, published
by the London and Middlesex Archzological Society.
The editors’ task has been that of revising and editing
the manuscript, and seeing the work through the press.
The order of the chapters and the general scope and plan
of the book are as the author left them. In discharging
their task, the editors have made as few alterations as
possible, and only such as they felt sure the author would
have himself carried out ; but the work necessarily suffers
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ORIGIN OF THE
ANGLO-SAXON RACE.

CHAPTER 1.

INTRODUCTION.

F we had no contemporary information of the settle-
ment, for instance, of the State of Massachusetts,
and nothing but traditions, more or less probable,

concerning it until the middle of the nineteenth century,
when an account of that settlement was first written,
we should scarcely be warranted in regarding such a
narrative as veritable history. Its traditionary value
would be considerable, and there its value would end.

This supposed case is parallel with that of the early

account of the Anglo-Saxons and the settlement of Eng-
land asit went on from the middle of the fifth to the middle
of the seventh century. That which Bede wrote con-
cerning his own time must be accepted as contemporary
history, and for this historical information we venerate
his memory ; but the early settlements in England were
made six or eight generations before his day, and he had
nothing but tradition to assist him in his narrative con-
cerning them. We may feel quite sure that he wrote
his best. Many of the old chroniclers who copied from
I
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him, and some of the historians who followed them, have,
however, assigned a greater value to Bede’s early narrative
than he himself would probably have given to it. In this
work it will be our aim to gather what supplementary
information we can from all available sources, and among
the more important subjects that will be dealt with are
the evidence of ancient customs and the influence of
family organization as shown by the survival of many
ancient place-names.

Anyone who departs from the beaten track, and
attempts to obtain some new information from archzo-
logical and other research bearing on the circumstances
of the Anglo-Saxon settlement, will find many difficulties
in his way, and that much time is required to make even
small progress. Here and there, however, by the com-
parison of customs, old laws, the ancient names of places,
and other archezological circumstances, with those of a
similar kind in Scandinavia or Germany, some advance
may be made.

It is to tribal organization and tribal customs that we
must look for explanation of much that would otherwise
be difficult to understand in the Anglo-Saxon settlement
and the origin of the Old English race. Many of the
ancient place-names can be traced to tribal origins.
Others, whose sources we cannot trace, probably had
their origin in tribal or clan names that have been lost.
Many of the old manorial and other customs, especially
those of inheritance, that survive, or are known to have
prevailed, and the variations they exhibited in different
English localities, were probably tribal in their origin.
The three national names, Angles, Saxons, and Jutes,
denoting the people by whom England was occupied,
were not the names of nations, as nations are now under-
stood, but convenient names for confederations of tribes.
The dialects that were spoken by the English settlers
were probably mutually intelligible, but were not, until
the lapse of centuries, one speech. Their variations have
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not yet wholly passed away, as the differences in grammar,
vocabulary, intonation, and pronunciation of English
dialects still show. It is to the ancient tribes of North
Germany and Scandinavia that we must look if we would
understand who were the real ancestors of the Old English
people, and in comparison with the Germanic element,
the Scandinavian has probably not received the attention
to which it is entitled. The old place-names in England,
except along the Welsh border and in Cornwall, are almost
all of Teutonic origin, but we cannot say what they all
mean. It is easy to guess, but not easy to guess rightly,
for the Northumbrian and Mercian speech of the earliest
periods have been almost lost,' and the early West
Saxon dialect during the later period was not what it
was during the earlier. The names of places appear in
perhaps the majority of cases to have been given them
from topographical considerations. Some of these,
derived from hills, fords, woods, and the like, may be of
very early date, but most of them are probably later.
The place-names derived from tribes or clans are, how-
ever, as old as the settlement, whether they arose- from
a kindred of people or from one man of a particular race.
In considering this subject the earliest forms of local
government must not be ignored. In the primitive
settlements the customary law was administered by
families or kindreds. It at first was tribal, and not
territorial. The communities must have been known by
names they gave themselves, or those by which the
neighbouring communities commonly called them. Prob-
ably in most cases the names which survived were those
by which their neighbours designated them. As regards
the disappearance of Anglo-Saxon names, nothing is
more striking in one county of Wessex alone—Hamp-
shire, the original Wessex—than the large number of
boundary names and names of places mentioned in the
Saxon charters that now are lost or are beyond identifi-
1 Skeat, W. W., ‘ Principles of English Etymology,’ p. 490.
2

s
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cation.! There are, however, mixed with the Teutonic
names of places all over England, others denoting natural
features, which must be ascribed to an earlier period
even than the Anglo-Saxon. In the work of reading the
great palimpsest exhibited by the map of England the
philologist claims to have the last word. He tells us
of declensions and conjugations, of vowel changes and
consonant shiftings, and much more that is valuable,
assuming to give authoritative interpretations; but, as
Ripley says,? ‘ Because a people early hit upon the
knowledge of bronze, and learned how to tame horses
and milk cows, it does not follow that they also invented
the declensions of nouns or the conjugations of verbs.’

As regards the names of places that were called after
the names of their occupants or the descendants of
some early settler, those in which the Anglo-Saxon
patronymic termination -ing — denoting son of, or
descendants of—occurs are the most important. This
patronymical word -ing has been shown by Kemble3
to have been used in place-names in several ways. In its
simplest form at the end of a name it denotes the son
or other descendant of the person who bore that name.
Another use of it, as part of a plural termination, was to
denote the persons who lived in a particular place or
district, as Brytfordingas for the inhabitants of Brytford.
It is also sometimes used in another form, as in Cystaninga
mearc, the mark or boundary of the Cystanings or people
of Keston in Kent,4 and in Besinga hearh, the temple
of the Besingas, probably in Sussex.5

The word #ng in combination was also sometimes
used as practically an equivalent of the genitive singular.
Examples of this usage occur in such names as Athel-
wulfing-land and Swithrading-den, now Surrenden in

! ‘Codex Diplomaticus Zvi Saxonici,’ edited by Kemble, Index.
2 Ripley, W. Z., ‘ The Races of Europe,’ p. 456.

3 Kemble, J. M., Philological Soc. Proc., iv.

4 ¢ Codex Dipl.,” No. 994. 5 Ibid., No. 1,163.
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Kent, which are equivalent in meaning to AEthelwulfes
land and Swithrzdes den, or wood.!

In the Anglo-Saxon charters, or copies of them which
have been preserved, many names ending in the word
-ingas, denoting people of a certain clan or ga, are
mentioned. Of these, about 24 are in Kent, 11 in Sussex,
5 in Essex, 7 in Berks, 8 in Norfolk, 4 in Suffolk, 12
in Hants, and 3 in Middlesex.? Many more clans no
doubt existed, whose names may probably be inferred
from existing place-names. On this, however, I lay
no stress. The termination -imgakem in place-names
occurs in a large group in the North-East of France, where
an early Teutonic colony can be traced. Local names
ending in -imgen are scattered over Germany, most
numerously in South Baden, Wiirtemberg, and along the
north of the upper course of the Danube, and it was to
these parts of Germany that people closely allied to the
Old Saxons migrated. They moved south-west, while
many who were kindred to them in race passed over into
England, and hence the similarity in the endings of their
place-names. :

Anglo-Saxon names of places are almost universally
feminine nouns ending in -¢, and forming the genitive
case in -an. When connected with other words they
generally appear as genitives, but sometimes combine
with these words, and form simple compounds without
inflection.3 Of these many examples will appear.

The Old English place-names of which the words
men or man form part, and which do not appear to
be names derived from inflected words, are somewhat
numerous, and most of them may probably be regarded
as the tribal names by which the settlers at these places
were first known. Of such names, Normanton, East-

! Kemble, J. M., loc. cit.

2 Kemble, J. M., ‘ Saxons in England.’

3 Guest, E., ‘The English Conquest of the Severn Valley,’
Journal Avch. Institute, xix. 197.
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manton, Blackemanstone, Hunmanbie, Osmenton, Ocke-
mentone, Sevamantone, Salemanesberie, Galmentone,
Walementone, Elmenham, Godmanston, are examples.
It is hardly possible that such names as these could attach
themselves to places, except as the abodes of men
described. These, or nearly all of them, are Old English,
and occur in the Charters or in Domesday Book. Broc-
manton is also met with in the thirteenth century,!
and may probably be traced to a tribal Brocman.

The philological evidence bearing on the subject of
this inquiry is of two kinds : (1) The evidence of the old
names in use during the Saxon period ; (2) the evidence
of the old dialects.

The anthropological .vidence is also of two kinds,
viz.: (1) The evidence of human remains, chiefly skulls
from Anglo-Saxon burial-places, and that of similar
remains of the same period from old cemeteries on the
Continent ; (2) the racial characters of people in various
parts of Northern Europe and in parts of England at the
present time.

The archzological evidence that will appear is not only
that relating to objects found, but also to customs that
prevailed, especially those relating to inheritance, which
are among the most persistent of early institutions. In
several parts of England accounts have come down to
us in the folk-lore or traditions and in historical refer-
ences of a clan-like feeling between people of adjoining
villages or districts. Traces of dislike or jealousy
between village and village have been reported in several
counties, notably in Hampshire and Cambridgeshire.2
In the latter county Conybeare mentions the rivalry
‘between the men of Barrington on the Mercian side of
the Cam and those of Foxton on the East Anglian side.
He shows that this rivalry was of ancient date, and quotes
a reference to a faction fight between the two v1llages in

1 ‘Testa de Nevill,” 62, 68.
2 Conybeare, E., ‘ History of Cambridgeshire,’ 130.
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July, 1327. Even in that great district which forms
the borderland between Yorkshire and Lancashire stories
are still current of the reception which the inhabitants
of the Yorkshire valleys sometimes met with when they
crossed the moorlands into Rossendale in Lancashire.
The traditional reception of such a stranger was to call
him a foreigner, and to ‘heave a sod at him.” Such an
old local tale conveys to us an idea of the isolation that
must have prevailed among some at least of the neigh-
bouring settlements of the Old English, especially when
inhabited by people descended from different tribes, and
not comprised within the same hundred or area of local
administration. Thorold Rogers tells us that in the
Hampshire Meon country the peasantry in one village,
West Meon, had an open and hearty contempt for the
inhabitants of the two neighbouring villages which, in the
case of one, was almost like the dislike of the Southern
French for the Cagots. There was, he says, a theory
that the inhabitants were descended from the ancient
Britons, whom the Jute settlers had failed to drive out
of their morasses.! ‘

On this subject of strangers in race settled near each
other Seebohm says: ‘ The tribal feeling which allowed
tribesmen and strangers to live side by side under their
own laws (as with the Salic and Ripuarian Franks) was,
it would seem, brought with the invading tribes into
Britain.’? In the cases in which strangers in race lived
near each other there was little under ordinary circum-
stances to bring them into social intercourse, and the
sense of estrangement was not altogether removed after
many generations. It is difficult to see the occasions on
which the people of different primitive settlements some
miles apart would have opportunities of meeting if they
were not included within the same hundreds or wapen-
takes.

! Rogers, Thorold, * Economic Interpretation of History,” 284.
? Seebohm, F., ‘ Tribal Custom in Anglo-Saxon Law,’ 498.
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Bearing in mind these circumstances, we cannot wonder
if it should appear that the original Anglo-Saxon settlers
in some instances called their neighbours in the next
settlement, if they were of a different tribe, by the tribal
name to which they belonged, or one expressive of the
sense of strangers or foreigners. Such a meaning is
apparently conveyed by the use of the Anglo-Saxon
prefix el, other, strange or foreign.! Angles, Saxons,
Jutes, Frisians; Danes, Norse, and Wends, comprised
people of many various tribes; speaking many various
dialects, some of which must have been less intelligible
to people who as English settlers lived near them than
their own vernacular speech. In this sense they would
be more or less strangers to each other, and such a line
of cleavage would be more marked in those cases in which
different local customs prevailed in neighbouring town-
ships. In some parts of England we may still find here
and there traces of old place-names denoting, apparently,
the idea of other, or strange, people. Such Anglo-Saxon
names as Elmanstede,2 now Elmstead, in Kent, and
Elmenham,® now Elmham, in Norfolk, probably had
this original signification. They can hardly be words
derived from inflected names. These and other similar
names express the sense that the inhabitants in these
hams, steds, worths, beorhs, and tons, were other men
or strangers to the people living near them, who probably
gave the places these names. It is difficult to see what
other meaning can be attached to such names as Elman-
stede and Elmenham. They apparently point to con-
ditions of early settlement somewhat similar to those
under which townships are formed in many instances in
the western parts of the United States and Canada.
There emigrants of various European nations are forming
their new homes in separate communities of their own
people, while others in neighbouring townships who are

1 Bosworth and Toller, ¢ Anglo-Saxon Dictionary.’
2 ¢ Codex Dipl.,” Index. 3 Ibid.
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doing the same are of other races, and are strangers to
them. The newer Anglo-Saxon race is being reju-
venated on American soil, as the older stock was by similar
conditions formed in England. The isolation of many of
the earliest villages in England may probably be seen in
the traces we find of the primitive meeting-places for
exchange of commodities—z.e., the earliest markets.
These are not in the towns, but on the borders or marks
of the early settlements, where people of neighbouring
places appear to have met on what was perhaps regarded
as neutral ground. Some of these old border places may
still be recognised by the name staple, although by the
rise of newer villages they may be border places no longer.
Thus, in Hampshire we have Stapler’s Down, south of
Odiham ; Stapeley Row, Ropley; Staple Ash, Froxfield ;
Stapleford, Durley ; Staple Cross, Boarhunt ; and Stapole
Thorn, a name that occurs in a Saxon charter on the
south of Micheldever.! An example on the border of
two counties is that of Dunstable, and another is the
Domesday place Stanestaple, in Middlesex.

Even as late as the time of Henry I. there are orders
that neighbours are to meet and settle their differences
at the boundaries of their land, and there are many traces
of the meeting-places of courts having been at the boun-
daries of ancient settlements.

The settlers who became the ancestors of the Old
English race were people of many tribes, all included
within the later designation Anglo-Saxon. They were
not exclusively Teutonic, for among them was a small
minority of people of various Wendish tribes, the evidence
of whose immigration will appear in subsequent pages.
In regard to speech, there must have been many dialects
at first, and we can trace, more or less, the use in England
of three classes of them—viz., the old Germanic, whether
Old Frisian or Old Saxon ; the Old Norrena, now repre-
sented by the Icelandic; and the Old Slavic speech of

1 ¢ Liber de Hyda,’ pp. 86, 87, A.D. 1026.
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the Wends—the Wendish, of course, only to a very limited
extent. The oldest examples of the Old Northern lan-
guage are not, however, to be found in the Icelandic, but
in the names and words graven on stones in runic char-
acters in Scandinavia, Denmark, and Britain. This
method of attempting to read some of our disguised or
altered place-names appears to be reasonable to the
archaologist, who looks not merely to the historical
statements of the old chroniclers and the names for his
evidence, but also to the surviving customs, to anthro-
pological and archzological discoveries, to folk-lore, and
all other sources from which information bearing on the .
settlement may be gleaned. The value of the informa-
tion that may be gathered from these sources to the his-
torian or philologist is great. We can see on the Ordnance
map of England many names whose origin goes back only
to recent centuries, but we find also in every county many
others of extreme antiquity. If we could fully under-
stand them we should know much relating to the Anglo-
Saxon period of our history of which we are now ignorant.
Even the different ways in which the homesteads in
different parishes or townships are arranged, whether
they are scattered or clustered in groups, give informa-
tion by which the archaologist is able to assist the his-
torian. The scattered homesteads may in some districts
be as old as the British period, or in others may have been
formed first by emigrants who came from some old Con-
tinental areas where the Celtic arrangement survived.
There are many other and more numerous areas where
nucleated villages exist, in which the homesteads are col-
lected, some arranged on the plan of having roads radiat-
ing from them—i.e., the star-like way, similar to the
German type common between the Elbe and the Weser.
In other instances we find collected homesteads of an
elongated, rounded, or fan-shaped form enclosing a small
space, around which the original houses were built.
These resemble the village types east of the Elbe, in the
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old Slavonic parts of Germany, and the ’Eype was in all
probability brought to this country by some Wends or
Germanized Slavs. "If a few villages here and there are
of a Wendish rather than of a purely Germanic type, we
may reasonably look for traces of Slavonic influence in
the customs, folk-lore, and in some at least of the names
of the district.

From the circumstance that various old dialects were
spoken in England during the Anglo-Saxon period, it
follows that we may look for the origin of some of our
place-names in the Old Norrena of the northern runic
writing, or in the Icelandic tongue, as well as in those of
old Germanic origin, and perhaps in some few instances
in the Old Slavic dialect that was spoken by the Wends,
of whose settlement in England evidence will appear.
It was from these elements, with some admixture of
the Celtic, that the Anglo-Saxon language was formed
on English soil.X

In the Hundred Rolls of A.p. 1271 there are many
people mentioned who bore the surname of Scot, which
was no doubt originally given to them or their forefathers
because they were Scots who had settled in England.
Unless we are to believe the existence of the mythological
ancestors of various tribes, such as Angul, the eponymous
ancestor of the Angles ; Saxnote, of the Saxons ; Dan, of
the Danes ; Gewis, of the Gewissas, and so on, we must
allow that the earliest individuals who were called by a
tribal name derived it in some way or other from that
of the tribe, as those first called Scot did from the early
Scots. Such names as Scot, Welsh, Breton, Cornish,
Frank, Fleming, and others, were apparently given to
the individuals who bore them by people of other descent
near whom they lived, because those so designated were
people of the nations or tribes denoted by these names.
We may also trace such medizval names as Pickard,

1 Marsh, G. P., ‘Lectures on the English Language,” First
Series, 42, 43.
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Artis, and Gascon, to natives of Picardy, Artois, and
Gascony.

It is not easy to see how such a personal name as
Westorwalening, which occurs in Anglo-Saxon literature,*
could have arisen except as the designation of a man
belonging to the tribe of Westorwealena; or Western
Welshmen.

The older names, Goding, Godman, Waring, Quen, Fin,
Hune, Osman, Osgood, Eastman, Norman, Saleman,
Alman, Mone, Wendel, Winter, and others, may also be
traced to the names of the corresponding ancient tribal
people, or to the countries whence they came. Itis very
difficult, for example, to see how the name Osgood was
applied to a person, except that, having migrated from
the homeland of the tribe to which he belonged, his
neighbours, finding it necessary to designate him among
themselves by some name, called him Osgood or Ostro-
goth, because he came from Ostergotland in Sweden.
These tribal settlers were all included under the general
designations of Angles, Saxons, and Jutes, but have in
many instances transmitted their tribal names to us in
those of the places they occupied.

In considering this part of our subject, it is important
to remember that the nations and tribes of Germany and
Scandinavia were in many instances known by more than
one name. The people sometimes mentioned as Sassi and
Sweafas were Saxons, or very closely connected with
them. Those known as Hunsings, Brocmen, and
Chaukians, were Frisians, or their close allies. The
Dacians were Danes, and the Geats and Guta were Jutes.
The Rugians and Wilte were tribal people among the
Wends, and these, by Scandinavians, were called Windr
or Wintr.

Some of the Danes were called after the names of their
islands, and some of the Goths after the names of por- -
tions of ancient Gothland. In looking for traces of these

1 Sweet, H., ‘ The Earliest English Texts,” 489.
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races among our ancient place-names, it is clear, there-
fore, that the old tribal designations cannot be disregarded.
Another important consideration is that, for one man
who bore a tribal name which has survived, there may
have been many others of the same race called by other
names, or whose names did not become attached to any
place, and so have not come down to us. The testimony
which names afford must, however, be considered with
caution, for it is certain that they do not always imply
what they seem to imply. From the archzologist’s
point of view, modern place-names, without their most
ancient forms as a guide, or without circumstantial .
evidence showing a reasonable probability what their
most ancient forms were, are almost valueless. The
Anglo-Saxon names, however, are of great value. Many
instances are known of places which have two names,
both of them apparently old, and it is probable that
instances of this double nomenclature which have not
been recorded, or which have not come down to our
time, were much more numerous. As already men-
tioned, many places must originally have got their names
from the people who lived in them, or from people who
were their neighbours. Possibly, in some cases, people
in neighbouring settlements some miles away in one
direction called a place by one name, and those some
miles away in another direction called it by another.
If these neighbours spoke different dialects, as they
may have done on the borders of the primitive districts
or States, the use of such double names would be more
likely, and perhaps in some cases probable. The tendency
to give nicknames, or ekenames, to both people and places
has also to be taken into account. The tendency of
people to turn names the meaning of which they did
not understand, or which had become lost as the langvage
became modified or changed, into familiar animal or other
names, such as Camelford from Gavelford, when the
meaning of the primitive name had ceased to be remem- .
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bered, must also be recognised. The alteration in some
place-names may be traced also to another cause—the
influence of humour. Of such names, whatever may be
the exact date of its origin, is that of the vale of Cat-
mouse in Rutland. It occurs on some old maps as
Catmose, and whatever may have been its ancient signifi-
cance, it is certain that it could have had no reference
to cat and mouse. In some parts of England the old
local name Mousehole occurs. This is probably also a
humorous name, derived in some instances at least from
mosshole—¢.e., the place where moss or peat was formerly
dug. Such names as Sawbridgeworth, the Domesday
name of which was Sabrixte-worde, and Hungriweniton
are examples of the 'same kind. Market Jew, the
popular name for Marazion, is said to have come from
the old name Marghaisewe, meaning a Thursday market.!

Ekenames or nicknames were also used by the Anglo-
Saxons, and were often those of animals. Such a name
is that of Barrington in Cambridgeshire, as cited by
Skeat, the name denoting the ton of the sons of Bera
(bear).2 Barrington, as already mentioned, was a frontier
village.  The use of ekenames or nicknames is certainly
as old in this country as the period of the Anglo-Saxons.
Our earliest literature affords evidence of it. They were
not only applied to individuals, but to communities or
places. It is perhaps impossible to say at the present
time, in regard to numerous old place-names that still
remain, which are original names or survivals of them,
and which are ancient nicknames or survivals of them ;
but it is probable that there are many ancient eke- or
nicknames the meanings of which we cannot interpret.
A philologist who undertakes to explain English place-
names by the rigid rules of modern philology, without
taking into account the human element connected with

1 Courtney, M. A., Folk-Lore Journal, v. 15.
2 Skeat, W. W., Cambridge Antig. Soc., Oct. pub., xxxvi.,
p- 18.
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the subject, the tendency of people to modify names into
more familiar forms, or to modify their sound for the
sake of change and variety alone, will find himself in
difficulties with a considerable number of them. The
oldest forms of those place-names that are also tribal
names are important evidence, which will not be invali-
dated if in many instances the name has been derived
from the personal name of the head of a family rather
than from the people of a community. The early cus-
tomary ties of kindred among the Anglo-Saxons were
very strong. With a chieftain, some of his kindred
commonly lived under a primitive form of family law.
A chief or headman named Hundeman or Huneman
by his neighbours around the Anglo-Saxon place Hunde-
manebi, now Hunmanby in Yorkshire, may reason-
ably be considered to have been a Frisian of the Hunni
or Hunsing tribe, and the people who settled with
him to have been of his family or kindred. Similarly,
where we find a place named after the Wends or Vandals, «
it may have derived its name from the Vandal chief alone, .
or from the community of kindred people under him.
Such an Anglo-Saxon name as Wendelesworth in Surrey
could hardly have been derived from any other circum-
stance than the settlement on the south bank of the
Thames of a man named Wendel, because he was of the
Vandal or Wendish race, or from a kindred of Vandals.
The name of this place appears much earlier than that
of the stream of the same name. It matters little whether
the name arose from the Wendish chief or from his people.
The name Wendel was probably given to him or them,
because of his or their Wendish or Vandal origin, by the
people of adjoining settlements in Surrey or Middlesex,
who were of another tribal origin.

This case of Wandsworth is interesting, not only be-
cause its old name points to a Wendish origin, but also
on account of its custom of junior inheritance, which was
of immemorial usage and came down to modern times.
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On the manor of Wandsworth the youngest son inherited
his father’s land, a custom of peculiar interest in reference
to Wendish researches. The Wends who took part in
the Anglo-Saxon settlement were Slavs of such a mixed
Slav descent that they had retained a custom, that of
junior right, which was the ancient law of inheritance
among the Slavs, and it is very difficult to avoid the
conclusion that the Wendish origin of the name is con-
firmed by the survival of the custom. We are not now,
however, considering the settlement in any one district,
but the general evidence of a mixture of people of many
tribes in different parts of the country, by the formation
of communities of people of various races near each other.
In connection with this inquiry the survival of names of
places derived from the names of well-known tribes among
the ancient Germans and Scandinavians, and the sur-
vival here and there, notwithstanding the changes likely
to have occurred in the course of many centuries, of
manorial customs which are known to have been ancient
customs, or to closely resemble customs which in ancient
time prevailed in parts of Germany and Scandinavia, are
most important considerations. Customs of family in-
heritance, where they can be traced, are in many instances
of as much value as contemporary historical information.
It does not appear that there is any county in England
where the surviving place-names are exclusively of Saxon,
Anglian, Jutish, Danish, or Norse origin. If, for example,
we consider those in the great areas to which the natural
entrances from the sea are by the Humber, the Wash, the
Thaines, and the Southampton Water, with its adjoining
estuaries, we shall find evidence of names of various
origins, pointing to settlements of people of distinct
races or tribes. In all parts of our country we find that
during the last thousand years men have left in their
architecture survivals of the period in which they lived.
Tribal customs among our forefathers had an earlier
origin than their arts, and we may recognise in their
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survival proof of the settlement of people of several
different tribes.

Like a stream which can be followed up to many
sources, the Anglo-Saxon race may be traced to many
tribal origins. It is not the purpose of this book to
describe the conquest of England, but rather its settle-
ment by the conquering tribes and races. With this
object in view, it is necessary to give attention rather to
the sites of settlements than the sites of battles, to the
arrangements of villages rather than the campaigns by
which the-districts in which those villages are situated
were opened to settlement. It is not within its scope to
ascertain the number of conquered British people slain
on any occasion, but rather to find the evidence which
indicates that some of them must have been spared in
parts of the country, and lived side by side with their
conquerors, to become in the end blended with them as
part of a new race. It is within its scope to show that
in various parts of England people of diverse tribes
became settled near to each other, in some districts one .
tribe preponderating, and in some another, a preponder-
ance which has produced ethnological differences that
have survived to the present time, and has left differences
in dialects that bear witness to diversities in their origin.




CHAPTER II.

THE SAXONS AND THEIR TRIBES.

E have so long been accustomed to call some of
.\/- \/ the English settlers Saxons that it is with some
surprise we learn none of them called themselves
by this name. As far as England was concerned, this was
the name by which they were commonly called by the
Britons, and it was not generally used by the people them-
selves until some centuries later. Nations and tribes, as
well as individuals, must always be known either by their
native names or by the names which other people give
them. They may, consequently, have more than one name.
The name Saxon, although not used by the tribes that
‘invaded England in the fifth and sixth centuries as their
own designation for themselves, is more ancient than this
invasion. Before the end of the Roman rule in Britain
it was used to denote the part of the English coast from
the Wash to the Solent and the Continental coast of
North-Eastern France and Belgium, both of which were
known as the Saxon Shore. This name apparently arose
from the descent of pirates who were called Saxons. On
the other hand, there is evidence leading to the con-
clusion that there were early settlements of people known
as Saxons on these coasts. Both these views may be
right, for the piratical Saxons, like the Northmen of later
centuries, may first have plundered the coasts and sub-
sequently settled along them. In any case, a Roman
18
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official or admiral, known as Comes litoris Saxonici,!
Count of the Saxon Shore, was appointed to look after
these shores.  After the departure of the Roman legions
the partly Romanized Britons naturally gave the name
Saxon to invaders from Germany, as this name had
come down to them from the Roman period, for after
the time of Constantine the Great all the inhabitants
of the coasts of Germany who practised piracy were
included under the Saxon name.? "It is a curious cir-
cumstance that the parts of England in which the Saxon
place-names, such as Sexebi and Sextone, survived at
the time of Domesday survey are not in those counties
which were comprised within either of the Saxon king-
doms of England. In considering the settlement, the
name Saxonscomes before us in a wider sense than that
of a tribe, as denoting tribes acting together, practically
a confederacy. In this sense it was used by the early
British writers, Angles, Jutes, and people of other tribes,
all being Saxons to them, and the settlers in all parts of
England were known as Saxons by them, as well as the .
“people of Sussex, Essex; and Wessex. In this wider
sense the name Saxonia was used by Bede, for though
an Anglian, he described himself as an office-bearer in
Saxonia. The settlers in Hampshire, who after a time
were known in common with those in neighbouring
counties as West Saxons, did not call themselves Saxons,
but Gewissas, and the most probable meaning of that
name is confederates, or those acting together in some
assured bond of union.3 Their later' name of West
Saxons was apparently a geographical one.

The name Saxon was no doubt found a convenient one
to describe the tribal people who migrated to England
from the north coasts of Germany, extending from the
mouth of the Rhine to that of the Vistula, but among

! ‘ Notitia Utriusque Imperii.,” ¢ Mon. Hist. Brit.,” xxiv.
2 Camden, W., ¢ Britannia,’ i., ci.
3 Stevenson, W. H., English Hist. Review, xiv. 36.
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themselves these Saxons were certainly known by their
tribal names. Saxons from older Saxony were no doubt
largely represented among them, but the singular fact
remains that in England the name Saxon was used, at
first, only by the British chroniclers as a general designa-
tion for their enemies, while the incoming people were
clearly known among themselves by their tribal names.
At various periods people called Saxons in Germany
colonized other lands besides England. Some migrated
eastward across the Elbe into the country of the Wends,
and began that process of gradual absorption under
which the Wendish people and their language have
now been completely merged into the German. Others
migrated to the south.

The early reference by Casar to a German nation he
calls the Cherusci probably refers to the people after-
wards called Saxons. Some German scholars identify
the god of these people, called Heru or Cheru, as identical
with the eponymous god of the Saxons, called Saxnot,
who corresponded to the northern Tyr, or Tius, after
whom our Tuesday has been named.* The Saxon name
was at one time applied to the islands off the west coast
of Schleswig, now known as the North Frisian Islands, and
the country called by the later name Saxland extended
from the lower course of the Elbe to the Baltic coast near
Rugen. The earlier Saxony, however, from which
settlers in England came was both westward and north-
ward of the Elbe. There were some Saxons who at an
early period migrated as far west as the country near the
mouth of the Rhine, and it was probably from this colony
that some of their descendants migrated centuries later
into Transylvania, where their posterity still preserve
the ancient name among the Hungarians or Magyars.

As regards the Saxons in England, it is also a singular
circumstance that they were not known to the North-

! Wagner, W., ‘ Asgard and the Gods,’ translated by Anson,
9, 10.
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men by that name, for throughout the Sagas no instance
occurs in which the Northmen are said to have come
into contact in England with people called Saxons.! One
of the names by which they were known to the Scandi-
navians appears to have been Swzfas.

“The Saxons are not mentioned by Tacitus, who wrote
about the end of the first century, but are mentioned by
Ptolemy in the second century as inhabiting the country
north of the Lower Elbe.? Wherever they may have
been at first located in Germany, it is certain that people
of this nation migrated to other districts from that
occupied by the main body. We know of the Saxon
migration to the coast of Belgium and North-Eastern
France, and of the special official appointed by the
Romans to protect these coasts and the south-eastern
coasts of Britain. On the Continental side of the Channel
there certainly were early settlements of Saxons, and it
is probable there were some on the British side. These
historical references show that the name is a very old one;
which was used in ancient Germany for a race of people, .
while in England it was used both in reference to the Old
Saxons and also in a wider sense by both Welsh and
English chroniclers. In Germany the name was prob-
ably applied to the inhabitants of the sea-coast and water
systems of the Lower Rhine, Weser, Lower Elbe and
Eyder, to Low Germans on the Rhine, to Frisians and
Saxons on the Elbe, and to North Frisians on the
Eyder.3 "

In considering the subject of the alliances of various
nations and tribes in the Anglo-Saxon conquests, it is
desirable to remember how great a part confederacies
played in the wanderings and conquests of the northern
races of Europe during and after the decline of the
Roman Empire. The name Frank supplies a good

1 du Chaillu, ‘ The Viking Age,’ i. 20.

* Ptolemy, ‘ Geography,’ lib. ii., chap. x.
3 Latham, R. G., ‘ Germania of Tacitus,’ cxv.
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example. This was the name of a great confederation,
all the members of it agreeing in calling themselves free.!
Hence, instead of assuming migrations (some historically
improbable) to account for the Franks of France, the
Franks of Franche-comte, and the Franks of Franconia,
we may simply suppose them to be Franks of different
divisions of the Frank confederation — 7.e., people of
various great tribes united under a common designation.
Again, the Angli are grouped with the Varini, not only
as neighbouring nations on the east coast of Schleswig,
but in the matter of laws under their later names, Angles
and Warings. -Similarly, we read of Goths and Vandals,?
of Frisians and Chaucians, of Goths and Burgundians, of
Engles and Swafas, of Franks and Batavians, of Wends
and Saxons, of Frisians and Hunsings ; and as we read of
a Frank confederation, there was practically a Saxon
one. In later centuries, under the general name of
Danes, we are told by Henry of Huntingdon of Danes
and Goths, Norwegians and Swedes, Vandals and Frisians,
as the names of those people who desolated England for
230 years.3 The later Saxon confederation is that which
was opposed to Charlemagne, but there was certainly an
earlier alliance, or there were common expeditions of

\Saxons and people of other tribes acting together in the
invasion of England under the Saxon name.

In view of a supposed Saxon alliance during the in-
vasion and settlement of England, the question arises,
with which nations the Saxon people who took part in
the attacks on Britain could have formed a confederacy.
Northward, their territory joined that of the Angles; on
the north and west it touched .that of the Frisians, and
on the east the country of the Wendish people known
as the Wilte or Wilzi. Not far from them on the west
the German tribe known as the Boructarii were located,

! Latham, R.’G., ‘ Germania of Tacitus,” Epilegomena, lix.
2 Paulus Diaconus.
3 Huntingdon’s Chron., Bohn’s ed., 148.
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and these are the people from whom Bede tells us that
some of the English in his time were known to have been
derived.

During the folk-wanderings some of the Suevi migrated
to Swabia, in South Germany, and these people, called
by the Scandian nations the Swefas, were practically of
the same race as the Saxons, and their name is sometimes
used for Saxon. The Angarians, or Men of Engern, also
were a tribe of the Old Saxons. Iater on, we find the
name Ostphalia used for the Saxon country lying east
of Engern, now called Hanover, and Westphalia for the
country lying west of this district. Among the Saxons
there were tribal divisions or clans, such as that of the
people known as the Ymbre, or Ambrones, and the pagus
of the Bucki among the Engern people.!

This pagus of the Old Saxons has probably left its
name not only in that of Buccingaham, now Bucking-
ham, but also in other English counties. In Norfolk we
find the Anglo-Saxon names Buchestuna, Buckenham,
and others. In Northampton the Domesday names
Buchebi, Buchenho, Buchestone, and others, occur. In
Huntingdonshire, similarly, we find Buchesunorth, Buches-
worth, and Buchetone ; in Yorkshire Bucktorp, in Not-
tinghamshire Buchetone, in Devon Buchesworth and
Bucheside, all apparently named after settlers called
Buche. If a settler was of the Bucki tribe, it is easy to
see how he could be known to his neighbours by this
name.

The Buccinobantes, mentioned by Ammianus,? were a
German tribe, from which settlers were introduced into
Britain as Roman colonists before the end of Roman rule
in Britain.3 The results of research render it more and
more probable that Teutonic people under the Saxon
name were gradually gaining a footing in the island

1 “Monumenta Germaniz,’ edited by Pertz, Scriptores i., 154.

2 Latham, R. G., loc. cit., Epilegomena, Ixxxii.
3 Stephens, G., f Old Northern Runic Monuments,’ i. 61.
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before the period at which the chief invasions are said
to have commenced. In the intestine wars that went
on in the fifth century the presence of people of Teutonic
descent among the Britons might naturally have led to
Teutonic allies having been called in, or to have facili-
tated their conquests.!

Ptolemy is the first writer who mentions the Saxons,
and he states that they occupied the country which is
now Holstein ; but between his time and the invasion of
Britain they probably shifted more to the south-west,
to the region of Hanover and Westphalia, some probably
remaining on the north bank of the Elbe. He tells us
of a people called the Pharadini, a name resembling
Varini or Warings, allies of the Angles, who lay next
to the Saxons. He mentions also the three islands of
the Saxons, which are probably those known now as the
North Frisian Islands, north of the coast where the
Saxons he mentioned are said to have lived. This is
the country that within historic time has been, and still
is in part, occupied by the North Frisians. The origin
of the name Saxon has been a puzzle to philologists, and
Latham has summed up the evidence in favour of its
being a native name as indecisive. There was certainly
a god known in Teutonic mythology as Saxnote or Sax-
neat, but whether the name Saxon was derived from the
god, or the god derived his name from the people who
reverenced him, is uncertain. We find this Saxnote men-
tioned in the pedigree of the early Kings of Essex. Thunar,
Woden, and Saxnote are also mentioned as the gods whom
the early Christians in Germany had to declare publicly
that they would forsake,? and the identity of Saxnote
with Tiu, Tius, or Tyr, is apparent from this as well
as from other evidence.

During the Roman period a large number of Germans,
fleeing from the south-east, arrived in the plains of

1 Stephens, G., ‘ Old Northern Runic Monuments,’ i. 62.
2 ‘Monumenta Germaniz,’ edited by Pertz, i. 19. i
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Belgium, and the names Flamand, Flemish, and Flanders
were derived from these refugees, who in some accounts
are described as Saxons, and the coast they occupied as
the well - known ULtus Saxonicum, or Saxon shore.!
This is an important consideration in reference to the
subsequent settlement of England, for it shows that
there were people called Saxons before the actual in-
vasion occurred, located on a coast much nearer to this
country than that along the Elbe. In the time of Charle-
magne the lower course of the Elbe divided the Saxons
into two chief branches, and those to the north of it were
called Nordalbingians, or people north of the Elbe, which
is the position where the Saxons of Ptolemy’s time are
said to have been located. One of the neighbouring races
to the Saxons in the first half of the sixth century in North
Germany was the Longobards or Lombards. Their great
migration to the south under their King Alboin, and their
subsequent invasion of Italy, occurred about the middle
of the sixth century. This was about the time when the
Saxons were defeated with great slaughter near the Weser.
by Hlothaire, King of the Franks. Some of the survivors
are said to have accompanied the Lombards, and others
in all probability helped to swell the number of emigrants
into England. It is probable that after this time they
became more or less scattered to the south and across the
sea, and in Germany the modern name Saxony along the
upper course of the Elbe is a surviving name of a larger
Saxony. The Germans have an ancient proverb which is
still in use: ‘There are Saxons wherever pretty girls
grow out of trees’?>—perhaps a reference to the fair
complexion of the old Saxon race, and to its wide
dispersion.

The circumstance that the maritime inhabitants of the
German coasts were known as Saxons before the fall of
the Roman Empire shows that the name was applied to

! Réclus, E.,  Nouvelle Géographie Universelle,” iv. 81, 82.
? Menzel, W., ‘ History of Germany,” Bohn's ed., i. 117.
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a seafaring people, and under it at that time the early
Frisians were probably included. The later information
we obtain concerning the identity.of the wergelds, or
payments for injuries, that prevailed among both of
_ these nations supports this view. The Saxon as well as
the Frisian wergeld to be paid to the kindred in the case
of a man being killed was 160 solidi, or shillings.?

There are two sources, so far as our own island is con-
cermned, whence we may derive historical information con-
cerning the conquest and settlement of England—viz.,
from the earliest English writers and from the earliest
Welsh writers. Bede is the earliest author of English
birth, and Nennius, to whom the ° Historia Britonum ’
is ascribed, is the earliest Welsh author. The veracity
of the ¢ Historia Britonum ’ is not seriously doubted—
at least, the book under that name of which Nennius is
the reputed author. Its date is probably about the
middle of the eighth century, and we have no reason to
suppose that the learning to be found at that time in
the English monasteries was superior to that in the
Welsh. Nennius lived in the same century as Bede,
but wrote about half a century later. His information
is of value as pointing to a large number of German
tribes under the general name of Saxons, rather than
people of one nationality only, having taken part in the
invasion and settlement of England. Nennius tells us
of the struggles which went on between the Britons and
the invaders. He says: ‘The more the Saxons were
vanquished, the more they sought for new supplies of
Saxons from Germany, so that Kings, commanders, and
military bands were invited over from almost every pro-
vince. And this practice they continued till the reign
of Inda, who was the son of Eoppa ; he of the Saxon race
was the first King in Bernicia, and in Cer Ebrauc
(York).2

1 Seebohm, F., ‘ Tribal Custom in Anglo-Saxon Law,’ 213.

2 Nennius, ‘ Historia Britonum,” Bohn’s ed., p. 409.
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In reference to Casar’s account of German tribes, it is
significant that he mentions a tribe or nation called the
Cherusci as the head of a great confederation. It is of
interest to note also that, as long as we find the name
Cherusci used, Saxons are not mentioned, but as soon as
the Cherusci disappear by name the Saxons appear, and
these in a later time also formed a great confederacy.
The name Gewissas, which was that by which the West
Saxons were known, included Jutes—i.e., in all proba-
bility, Goths, Frisians, Wends, and possibly people of
other tribes, as well as those from the Saxon fatherland.

The Saxons of England were converted to Christianity
before those of the Continent, and we derive some in-
direct information of the racial affinities between these
peoples from the accounts of the early missionary zeal
of priests from England among the old Saxons. Two
of these, who are said to have been Anglians, went into
Saxony to convert the people, and were murdered there ;
but in after-centuries their names were held in high
reverence, and are still honoured in Westphalia. We
can scarcely think that they would have set forth on
such a missionary expedition unless their dialect or
language had so much in common as to enable them as
Anglians from England to make themselves easily under-
stood to these old Saxons.

The question who were the true Saxons—i.e., the
Saxons specifically so called in Germany—has been much
discussed. The name may not have been a native one,
but have been fixed on them by others, in which case,
as Beddoe says, it is easier to believe that the Frisians
were often included under it.! They may have been, and
probably were, a great martial and aggressive tribe, which
spread from the country along the Elbe over the country of
. the Weser, after conquering its previous inhabitants, the
Boructarii, or Bructers. Such a migration best accounts
for the later appearance of Saxons in the region which

1 Beddoe, J., ‘ Races in Britain,’ 41.
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the Old English called Old Saxony, and erroneously
looked upon as their old home, because their kindred
had come to occupy it since their separation. The
Saxonia of the ninth century included Hanover, West-
phalia, and Holstein, as opposed to Friesland, Schleswig,
the Middle Rhine provinces, and the parts east of the
Elbe, which were Frisian, Danish, Frank, and Slavonic
respectively.! Among the Saxons of the country north
of the Elbe were the people of Stormaria, whose name
survived in that of the river Stoer, a boundary of it, and
perhaps also in one or more of the rivers Stour, where
some of the Stormarii settled in England.

William of Malmesbury, who wrote early in the twelfth
century, tells us that the ancient country called Germany
was divided into many provinces, and took its name from
germinating so many men. This may be a fanciful deriva-
tion, but he goes on to say that, ‘as the pruner cuts off
the more luxuriant branches of the tree to impart a livelier
. vigour to the remainder, so the inhabitants of this country
assist their common parent by the expulsion of a part of
their members, lest she should perish by giving sustenance
to too numerous an offspring ; but in order to obviate the
discontent, they cast lots who shall be compelled to
migrate. Hence the men of this country made a virtue
of necessity, and when driven from their native soil have
gained foreign settlements by force of arms.”? He gives
as instances of this the Vandals, Goths, Lombards, and
Normans. There is other evidence of the prevalence of
this custom. The story of Hengist and Horsa is one of
thesamekind. The custom appears to have been common
to many different nations or tribes in the northern parts
of Europe, and points, consequently, to the pressure of
an increasing population and to diversity of origin among
the settlers known as Saxons, Angles, and Jutes in
England.

! Latham, R. G., * Handbook of the English Language,’ 23.

? William of Malmesbury’s Chronicle, ed. by Giles, Book I., cl
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The invasions of England at different periods between
the fifth and tenth centuries, and the settlement of the
country as it was until the end of the Anglo-Saxon period,
were invasions and settlements of different tribes. It is
necessary to emphasize this. Bede’slist of nations, among
others, from whom the Anglo-Saxon people in his day
were known to have descended is considerably longer
and more varied than that of Jutes, Saxons, and Angles.
During the centuries that followed his time people of
other races found new homes here, some by conquest, as
in the case of Norse and Danes, and others by peaceful
means, as in the time of King Alfred, when, as Asser tells
us, Franks, Frisians, Gauls, Pagans, Britons, Scots, and
Armoricans placed themselves under his government.!

As Alfred made no Continental conquests, the Franks,

Gauls, and Frisians must have become peaceful settlers
in England, and as the only pagans in his time in Europe
were the northern nations—Danes, Norse, Swedes, and
Wends—some of these must also have peacefully settled
in his country, as we know that Danes and Norse did
largely during this as well as a later period. Men of
many different races must have been among the ancestors
of both the earlier and later Anglo-Saxon people.

In the eighth and ninth centuries three kingdoms in
England bore the Saxon name, as mentioned by Bede
and the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle — viz., Essex, Sussex,
and Wessex—and one province, Middlesex. As will be
seen when considering the evidence relating to the settlers
in various parts of England, it does not follow that these
several parts of our country which were called after the
Saxon name were colonized by people known as Saxons
in Germany. The customs that prevailed in these parts
of England were different in many localities. The relics
of the Anglo-Saxon period that have been discovered in
these districts present also some distinctive features. It

1 Asser’s ‘Life of Alfred,” edited by Camden in *Anglica
Scripta,’ p. 13.
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is certain from the customs that prevailed, some of which
have survived, from the remains found, from the old
place-names, and from the wvariations in the shape
of the skulls discovered, that the people of the Saxon
kingdoms of England could not have been people
of one race. The anthropological evidence which has
been collected by Beddoe?! and others confirms this, for
the skulls taken from Saxon cemeteries in England
exhibit differences in the shape of the head which could
not have resulted from accidental variations in the head-
form of people all of one uniform race or descent.? The
typical Saxon skull was dolichocephalic, or long, the
_ breadth not exceeding four-fifths of the length, like those
of all the nations of the Gothic stock. Goths, Norwegians,
Swedes, Danes, Angles, and Saxons among the ancient
nations all had this general head-form, as shown by the
remains of these several races which have been found,
and from the head-form of the modern nations descended
from them ; but among these long-headed people there
were some with variations in the skull and a few with
broad skulls.

The Saxons must have been nearly allied to some of
the Angles. This is shown by the probability that the
so-called Saxons are located by Ptolemy in the country
north of the Elbe, which by other early writers is assigned
mainly to the Angles. His references to the tribe or
nation known as the Suevi point to the same conclusion,
the Suevi- Angli mentioned by him3 being apparently
another name for the people of the country which, accord-
ing to others, was occupied by Saxons, and these Suevi
or Suabi are mentioned as a Saxon pagus in early German
records.# The Scandian peninsula, so remarkable for

LSTEGoNGeT

2 Haddon, A. C., ‘ The Study of Man,” quoting Beddoe, ‘ His-
toire de I'Indice céphalique.’

3 Latham, ‘ Germania of Tacitus,” 27, quoting Ptolemy.

4 ¢ Monumenta Germaniz,’ edited by Pertz, i. 368.
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early emigration, was probably the original home at some
very remote period of the ancestors of the nations known
in later centuries as Saxons, Suevi, and Angles. The
racial characters of all the Teutonic tribes of North
Germany, as of their modern representatives, were fair
hair and eyes, and heads of the dolichocephalic shape.
These characters differentiated the northern tribes of
Germany from the more ancient occupants of Central
Europe, as at the present time they distinguish them from
the darker-haired South Germans of Bavaria and Austria,
who have broader skulls than those of the north. The
skulls which are found in ancient burial-places in Ger-
many of the same age as the Anglo-Saxon period are of
two main types—viz., the dolichocephalic or long, and the
brachycephalic or broad. In the old burial-places at
Bremen, from which 103 examples were obtained, only
5 typical broad skulls were found, against 72 typical long
skulls and 26 which were classed by Gildemeister as
intermediate in form.! These 26 he regarded as Frisian,
and gave them the name Batavian. In the South of:
Germany graves of the same age yield a majority of broad
skulls, which closely correspond to those of the peasantry
of the present time in the same parts of the country.
From this it may be inferred that during the period of
the English settlement people with long skulls were in
a great majority in North Germany, and people with
broad skulls in a majority in the southern parts of that
country, certainly in those districts south of Thuringia.
Bede tells us that the people of England were descended
from many tribes, and Nennius says that Saxons came
into England from almost every province in Germany.
Unless we are to entirely discredit such statements, the
probability that some of the settlers whom Nennius calls
Saxons may have been broad-headed is great. That
various tribal people under the Saxon name took part

! Beddoe, J., ‘Races of Britain,” 43, quoting Gildemeister,
Archiv fir Anthropologie, 1878.
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in the invasion and settlement of England is probable
from many circumstances, and, among others, the minor
variations in the skulls found in Anglo-Saxon graves
corresponding to the minor variations found to exist
also among the skulls discovered at Bremen. Of these
latter Beddoe says: ‘ There are small differences which
may have been tribal.’* The same author remarks also
of these Bremen skulls, that there are differences in the
degree of development of the superciliary ridges which
may have been more tribal than individual.2

Of 100 skulls of the Anglo-Saxon period actually found
in England, and whose dimensions were tabulated by
Beddoe, the following variations were found, the per-
centage of the breadth in comparison with the length
being expressed by the indices :3

Indices. N;ng:. of
65-66 N i 3 o I
67-68 .o .o 50 e I
AR ey o (S S 8
7%-72 .. 1A L 25 14
73'74 . . e - 33
e AR P e T
77‘78 .. . .. o'o 14
79-80 - . i vy 5
L T R '3 re 2
100

From this table it will be seen that 8 of the 100 have
a breadth very nearly or quite equal to four-fifths of
their length—i.e., they are the remains of people of a
different race from the typical Anglo-Saxon.

The typical Saxon skull is believed to have been similar
to that known as the ‘ grave-row ’ skull on the Continent,
from the manner in which the bones were found laid in
rows. These occur numerously in Saxon burial-places in

1 Beddoe, J., ‘Races of Britain,” 46. 2 Ibid,
3 Haddon, A. C., loc. cit., 8s.
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the Old Saxon and Frisian country, their mean index
being about 75—t.e., they are long skulls.

The variation in the skulls from Anglo-Saxon graves
in England, as will be seen from the table, is very
considerable, but the majority have an index from 73 to
78—i.¢., they resemble in this respect those commonly
found in the old burial-places of North Germany. The
variations have been attributed by some writers to the
racial mixture of Saxons with the conquered Britons.!
Since, however, similar variations are seen in skulls
obtained from the graves at Bremen and other parts of
North Germany, it is probable that the so-called Saxons
were not a people of a homogeneous race, but comprised
tribal people who had variations in head-form, a small
percentage being even broad-headed. The migration of
such people into England among other Saxons would
explain the variations found in the Anglo-Saxon head-
form, and, moreover, help us to explain variations in
custom that are known to have existed within the so-
called Saxon kingdoms of England.

1 Haddon, A. C,, loc. cit., 8.




CHAPTER III.

THE ANGLES AND THEIR ALLIES.

HE Angles are first mentioned by Tacitus under the
name of Angli in connection with another tribe, the
Varini. From the third to the fifth century we hear

nothing of the Angli. In the time of Bede they reappear
as the Angles in a new country.? The part they are said
to have played in the settlement of England is very large,
all the country north of the Thames, except Essex, being
supposed to have been occupied by Angles. The dis-
trict in North Europe that bore their name is very small—
Anglen, a part of Schleswig. There is evidence, how-
ever, that they were more widely seated, occupying a
large part of the south of the Danish peninsula, some at
least of the Danish islands, and part of the mainland of
Scandinavia. The Angles were certainly closely con-
nected to, or in alliance with, the Warings, the Varini
of Tacitus, and this was long continued. In the time of
Charlemagne we read of a common code of laws sanctioned
by that King, called ‘Leges Anglorum et Werinorum,’
the laws of the Angles and Warings. The Angle country
on the mainland of Northern Europe touched the Frisian
country on the west, that of the Saxons on the south, and
that of the Wendish tribes of the Baltic coast on the
east. Their immigration into England was so large,

1 Latham, R. G., ‘The Ethnology of the British Isles,’
p- I51.
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and the area of the country they occupied so much greater
in extent than their Continental homelands, that we are
led, as in the case of the Saxons, to look for a confederacy,
or an alliance of some kind, under which people of various
tribes joined the Anglian expeditions. .

That the names Saxons and Angles were understood
in a composite sense in the time of Bede is evident from
his writings. In narrating some events connected with
missionary undertakings, he says :  About that time the
venerable servant of Christ and priest, Egbert, proposed
to take upon himself the apostolic work to some of those
nations that had not yet heard it, many of which nations
he knew there were in Germany, from whom the Angles
and Saxons who now inhabit Britain are known to have
derived their origin, for which reason they are still called
Germans by the neighbouring nation of the Britons.
Such are the Freesons, Rugians, Danes, Hunni, OIld
Saxons, and the Boructarians.’ From this we learn
that some of the people who settled in England under
the names Angles and Saxons were of Danish origin.
The country of the Continental Angles was close to the
Danish islands, and, independently of any historical
statement of the fact, it would be reasonable to suppose
that the confederacy of which the Angles formed the chief
part would for the purpose of their settlement in England
include some of their neighbours, the Danes. Bede’s
statement shows that this actually was the case, and is
proof that there were Danes settled in England under
the name of Angles or Saxons before the Danish inva-
sions began about the end of the eighth century. In con-
sidering Bede’s reference to Germans, we should re-
member also that the name Germany in his time was
understood probably in that wider sense in which it was
understood by King Alfred—viz.; as extending from the
Danube to the White Sea.

! Beda, ‘Ecclesié.stical History,’ edited by J. A. Giles, book v.,
chap. ix.
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The Warings, whose name is coupled with the Angles
by the early writers, were a people located on the south-
west coast of the Baltic. From the first mention of them
to the last we find them associated with the Angles, and
as these accounts have a difference in date of some
centuries, we may feel sure that the connection was a close
one. Procopius tells us of Varini who were seated about
the shores of the northern ocean, as well as upon the
Rhine, so that there appears to have been a migration at
an early date.! Beddoe has remarked that ‘the limits
of confederacies like those of the Franks, Saxons, Frisians,
and Angles, who seem sometimes to have included the
Warini, varied from time to time, and by no means
always coincided with the limits of the dialects.’? This
is an important consideration, for we find in the Frank
confederation Franks who spoke a German tongue and
others who did not, and it may have been the same in
the confederated Angles and Warings. The Angles were
a Teutonic race, and the Warings were probably a mixed
one. Inone of the Sagas they are mentioned as Waernas
or Wernas.3 Tacitus, who does not appear, however,
to have visited their country, mentions them as a German
nation.4 The Warings were one of the early commercial
nations of the Baltic, and traded to Byzantium, going up
the rivers of Slavonia in small barks, and carrying them
across from river to river. The last mention of them is
in 1030. By the early Russians they were known as
Warings, their country as Waringia, and the sea near it
as the Waring Sea. In Byzantium they called them-
selves Warings. They were in later centuries much
mixed up with the Norsemen, and this infusion became
stronger and stronger, until they disappeared as a separate

1 Procopius, ‘de Bello Gothico,’ iv. 20; Latham, ¢ Germania
of Tacitus,” Epilegomena, cvi.

2 Beddoe, J., ‘ Races in Britain,” p. 39.

3 ¢ The Scop, or Gleeman’s Tale,’ edited by B. Thorpe.

4 Latham, R. G., ‘Germania of Tacitus,” Notes, pp. 143,
144.
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nation.! It was chiefly men of this race who in the
eleventh and twelfth centuries enlisted in the military
service of the Byzantine Emperors, and were known in
Constantinople as the Varangian guard, and in this corps
there were also some Old English, a circumstance that
points to connection in race. The Billings are said to
have been the royal race of the Warings,? and it is prob-
able that under this designation some of these people
may be traced among the old place-names in England. The
western part of Mecklenburg was long known as the Mark
of the Billings. The name Wering occurs in Scandi-
navian runic inscriptions. In one found at Torvic,
Hardanger, Norway, the inscription reads, ‘Lwema (or
Lzda) Weringza ’3—i.e., ‘ Lema (or Leda) to Wering,’
as if intended to be a monument to one who bore the
Waring name.

The district called Anglen in the time of the Saxons is
on the south-west of Sleswig, and is bounded by the
river Slie, the Flensborger Fjord, and a line drawn from
Flensborg to Sleswig. This district is small, not much
larger, as Latham has pointed out, than the county of
Rutland.4+ Bede tells us that it had by the emigration
of its inhabitants become deserted. Such a small district
alone was not, however, likely to have been the mother-
country of a large emigration across the North Sea for
the occupation of a conquered country so large as Eng-
land. Of course, the Anglen of Sleswig must have
been a part only of the country from which the Angles
came. That a population sufficiently strong to have
largely conquered and given a name to England, and
sufficiently famous to have been classed by Ptolemy
among the leading nations of Germany, lived in so small
an area is extremely unlikely. We must therefore con-

! Clarke Hyde, Transactions of Ethnological Society, vii. 65-76.

? Ibid., 64, and * Traveller’s Song.’

3 Stephens, G., ‘ Old Northern Runic Monuments,’ iii. 407.

* Latham, R. G., ‘Handbook of the English Language,
p- 70.
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clude that the Angles extended over a larger area, and
that in the invasion and settlement of England their
name was usedJas that of a confederacy which included
Warings. There remains, however, the statement of
Bede concerning Anglen. Its abandoned condition at
the time he wrote is not improbable, but there is another
explanation, as Latham has pointed out, which helps to
account for its deserted state—viz., because it was a
frontier land or march between the Danes and Slavonians
(or Wends) of the eastern half of Holstein.! Many
frontier lands of a similar kind have become deserted
from a similar cause, and examples of this may be found
in modern as well as ancient history. King Alfred,
describing the voyager’s course in his geographical de-
scription of the Baltic, mentions Denmark and Gothland,
also Sealand, and other islands, and says :—°On these
lands lived Engles before they hither to land came.’?
This extract makes it quite clear that at the time he wrote
it was understood in England that the Angles came partly
from Old Denmark and Gothland, on the Scandinavian
coast, and partly from Sealand and the Danish islands,
as well as from Sleswig. This identification of Goth-
land and the part of Old Denmark in Scandinavia, also
the Danish islands, as lands from which the Anglian
settlers in England partly came is of much importance.
It helps us to understand the circumstance that a greater
extent of England was occupied .by Angles than by
Saxons ; that the predominant people gave their name
to the country ; and shows that there was a Scandinavian
immigration before the eighth century. Our chroniclers
have assigned a large territory in North Germany as the
fatherland of the Saxons, but only Schleswig as the
fatherland of the Angles. In this they certainly over-
looked the statement of King Alfred, who had no doubt
the best traditions, derived from the Northern countries

1 Latham, R. G., ‘Handbook of the English Language,’ p. 70.
2 King Alfred’s  Orosius,’ edited by H. Sweet, p. 16.
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themselves, of the origin of the race in aséigning Goth-
land, Scandinavian Denmark, and the Danish isles as
their homes, as well as the small territory of Anglen.
Ancient Gothland occupied a larger part of Sweden than
the limits of the modern province of the same name, and
Scandian Denmark comprised Holland and Scania; now
in Sweden. This great extent of country, with the
Danish islands and the mainland coasts, would be suffi-
cient to afford a reasonable explanation of the numerical
superiority of the Angles among the English settlers.
They were clearly people who formed a confederacy, as
has been shown was the case of the Saxons, and these
confederate invaders took their name¢ from those who
were the leaders of it. Even as late as Edward the Con-
fessor’s time the names Angles and Danes were con-
sidered as almost the same. His laws tell us of the
counties which were under the laws of the Angles, using
the name Angles for Danes. That the name of the earliest
Angles comprised people of various tribes is also certain
from the words used by Bede in his reference to them as
the peoples of the old Angles. His actual words are
‘ populi Anglorum.” These words occur in the account
he wrote of the names of their months, and may be seen
in chapter xv. of his ‘De Temporum Ratione.” Bede
has thus put it on record that there were among the
ancestors of Northumbrian Anglians of his time peoples
or tribes of Angles. That some of them were of Scan-
dinavian origin is clear from the evidence already stated.
It is also practically certain from the information Bede
gives us concerning the date at which these peoples of
the ancient Angles began their year. This was the eight
Calends January, or December 25, the night of which,
Bede says, was called by them °Modranichte,” or the
‘ Night of Mothers,” an ancient pagan name, the origin
of which he tells us he did not know. The ancient
Anglians thus began their year at midwinter, as the
Scandinavians did. The old Germanic year, on the other
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hand, began at the beginning of winter, or November 11,
later on known as St. Martin’s Day.! From this differ-
ence in their mode of reckoning as compared with the
Germans, and their agreement with the Scandinavians,
it is very difficult to avoid the conclusion that the ancient
Angles must have been more Scandian than Germanic.
That the Angles and Danes were probably connected in
their origin is shown also by the statement of Saxo, the
Danish historian, who tells us that the stock of the Danes
had its beginning with Dan and Angul, their mythological
ancestors.

Runic inscriptions are an important source of evidence
in tracing the migrations of the Northern Goths, and of
the neighbouring nations who acquired their knowledge
of runes from them. In Sweden, Denmark, and Norway
there are on fixed objects thousands of inscriptions in
this ancient alphabet. Similar records are scattered
over the regions which were overrun and settled by the
Scandian tribes.2 They have been found, on movable
objects only, in the valley of the Danube, which was the
earliest halting-place of the Goths on their Southern
migration. They have been found also on fixed objects
in Kent, which was conquered by the so-called Jutes, in
Cumberland and other northern parts of England,
Orkney, and the Isle of Man, where Norwegians formed
settlements.3 They are found in Northumberland, where
the Anglians settled at an earlier period than that of the
later Norse invaders. Runes may be classed in three
divisions—Gothic, Angliad, and Scandinavian. The
oldest may date from the first or second century a.p.,
and the latest from the fourteenth or fifteenth century.
The runic alphabet is called the Futhorc, after the word
formed by its first six letters. The Anglian runes are

! Tille, A., Transactions of Glasgow Arch. Soc., iii., part ii.,
‘ The Germanic Year,” quoting Wienhold.
: Taylor, Isaac, ‘ History of the Alphabet,’ pp. 210-215.
Ibid.
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used on the Ruthwell Cross, and several other Northum-
brian monuments of the seventh and following centuries.
One of the earliest examples is on a sword found in the
Thames near London,! now in the British Museum. The
Old English inscribed runic coins are scarce, and run
from about the seventh to the first half of the ninth
century, those solely in runic letters being outnumbered
by others in which runic and Roman letters are
nmixed.? From the circumstance of the discovery of
inscriptions in runic characters in parts of England which
were settled by Angles and Jutes, and not in those parts
which were settled by Saxons, we are able to draw two
conclusions : (1) That the settlers in Kent must have been
near in race or allied to the Anglian settlers of Northum-
berland and other Anglian counties ; and (2) that there
must have been an absence of any close intercourse or
communication, and consequently a considerable differ-
ence, between the Scandinavian Angles and the Saxons,
seeing that the Angles were acquainted with the runes
and the Saxons were not, as far as appears from the .
total absence of such inscriptions on stones or other fixed
monuments in Germany, and in Wessex, Sussex, or
Essex. The runic inscriptions found in England are
marked by the Anglian variety of the letters.

From their original home in the North, the Goths went
southwards, and carried their art of runic writing with
them, leaving examples of it here and there in inscriptions
on portable articles found in the valley of the Danube,
written in characters which mark the identity of the
people with those of Northern Gothland. From their
Northern home across the North Sea went also the
Anglians, neighbours and allies of the people of Goth-
land, and they also carried with them the art of runic
writing, which they had learnt from the Goths in the
North, to their new homes in England. Across the same

! Taylor, Isaac, Joc. ctt.
? Stephens, G., loc. cit., ii. 515.
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sea went also the Jutes or Goths to Kent, and left there
examples of the same general evidence of the Northern
lands whence they came and of the race to which they
belonged.

From the circumstances mentioned, it will appear that
Anglen, on the east coast of Denmark, could have been
only a small part of the country inhabited by the people
called by the Anglian name at the time of the English
settlement. As Stephens says, the names Engelholm
and Engeltoft, on the Scandinavian coast or mainland,
still remind us of the ancient Angles. That name, he
says, was, as regards the English settlement, the first
under which the Scandians were known. Later on
they were called Vikings or Northmen, or Normans.
They carried with them to their new homes their native
civilization and many advantages in the knowledge of
arts and arms.» Stephens says that no runic characters
have ever been discovered in any original German or
Saxon manuscript. It appears certain that no runic
stone or other fixed runic inscription has ever been
discovered on German or Saxon soil. The ornaments
of a personal kind which bear runic letters have been
found by hundreds in the Northern lands, and those
which have been found in Germany and other parts of
Europe must have been carried there.2 Since the Anglian
inscriptions found in England are in characters earlier
than those which are called Scandinavian, they must
have been written by people who came during the earlier
immigration, or by their descendants. The Scandinavian
runes discovered in England are chiefly inscriptions on
objects belonging to, or made by, the men who came in
during the so-called Danish or Viking period.s

Many hundreds of inscribed stones have been found in
ancient Germany, but they bear Roman inscriptions.

1 Stephens, G., ‘ Runic Monuments in England and Scandi-
navia,’ i. 360.

2 Ibid., i. iv. 3 Ibid., i. 360.
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The runes, consequently, afford us evidence in connection
with the settlement of Angles in Britain of a kind which
is wholly wanting in connection with the Saxons. As
the total absence of runes on fixed monuments in Ger-
many may be considered conclusive evidence that they
were unknown to the German tribes, it is clear that these
tribes could not carry them to England, and, as might be
expected, there is, in the parts of England which were
mainly settled by German tribes, a similar absence of
runic inscriptions to that which exists in Germany.
There is, however, a trace of some early inscribed stones
in Wiltshire, which, according to Aubrey, were in exist-
ence until the year 1640. This is not improbable, but if
Aubrey’s statement is correct the occurrence of such
inscriptions may be explained by the existence of a
settlement of Goths or other Scandians there, and we
find other evidence, which will be stated later on, of such
settlements in Hampshire, Dorset, and Wiltshire. On
this subject Stephens quotes Sir R. Colt Hoare, who says :
‘At a place called the King’s Grave, where is now the.
Sheep-Penning of West Amesbury, Aubrey writes, * here
doe appear five small barrows at one corner of the Penning.
At the ends of the graves were stones which the people of
late (about 1640) have fetch’t away, for stones, except
flints, are exceedingly scarce in these partes. ’Tis said
here there were some letters on these stones, but what
they were I cannot learn.”’!

The inscriptions in runic characters of an earlier date
than the ninth century which have been found in Eng-
land cannot have been due to the invasions of the Danes
and Northmen, and consequently they must have been
the work of earlier Goths and Angles. That on the sword
or knife discovered in the Thames near London has been
assigned by Stephens to the fifth century.2 This points

! Stephens, G., ‘ Runic Monuments in England and Scandi-

navia,’ i. 360, quoting Sir R. Colt Hoare and Aubrey.
% Stephens, G., ¢ Old Northern Runic Monuments,’ i. 124-130.
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to the period of the settlement of Kent, and the earliest
invasions of the Goths and Angles. A gold ring, which
was found near Céslin, in Pomerania, in 1839, and which
bore a runic letter of a specially Anglian or English type,
is, according to Stephens, of the same period—viz.,
A.D. 400-500. He ascribes this rune () to English
work, the letter being a variation of the Gothic rune
(J), and its equivalence being the sound yo. With
this single exception, this rune has only been found
in England.! This discovery, in conjunction with the
inscription on the sword found in the Thames, tends to
show that there was a connection between the early
Gothic and Anglian settlers in England and the inhabi-
tants of the Baltic coasts in the fifth century. The
evidence afforded by the finding of runic letters of this
early date at Coslin does not stand alone; it is sup-
ported by that of the objects which were discovered with
it. The ring was found with a bracteate bearing runic
characters, five other bracteates without runes, and two
Roman golden coins, one of Theodosius the Great (A.D.
379-395), the other of Leo I. (A.D. 457-474). This latter
coin, therefore, assists in confirming the date of the
objects as about the end of the fifth century. Stephens
says :2 ‘ This is one of the few golden bracteates we can
date with some certainty from a comparison of the other
gold pieces with which it lay.” As is well known, the
golden bracteates belong to a unique class of northern
remains, and chiefly date from the early Iron Age in
Scandinavia. They were generally shaped like coins,
but were not used as coins, being intended for suspensory
ornaments. They are of no common pattern, but differ
much in size, weight, and other features.3 As they
differed much in their design, so they differed in regard
to having runes or not. The most important hoard of
them found in England was discovered at Sarr, in Thanet,

1 Stephens, G., ‘Old Northern Runic Monuments,” vol. ii.,
p. 602. 2 Ibid., ii. 542. 3 Ibid., ii. 500.
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in 1863. These, however, had no runic letters on them.
The evidence that Goths and Vandals or Wends were
often allied cannot be disputed, and that there was some
alliance and consequent intercourse between their respec-
tive countries and the settlements of the Goths in Eng-
land the discovery of these objects with Anglian or
English runes on the Wendish coast near Coslin in the
fifth century is good evidence. The discovery of an
English runic inscription of such an early date in Pome-
rania is important from another aspect. It was found
in what was Gothic and Vandal territory, and the con-
nection of the Vandals with the Anglo-Saxon settlement
rests on strong evidence of another kind. Céslin, where
the riilg was found, is on the Baltic coast, east of Riigen
Island, and nearly opposite to the island of Bornholm.
This coast was in the third century of our era near the
country of the Burgundians, before their great migration
to the south-western part of Germany and to France.
During the third and following century the Goths and
Vandals acted together as allies in various expeditions.
The Isle of Gotland, as proved by the immense number
of Roman coins of the later Empire discovered there, was
even at that early period a great commercial centre.
The Vandals were also great navigators, and the so-called
Angles were in all probability a branch of the Gothic
race, certainly of Gothic extraction. There must have
been communications between the Gothic northern ports
and the English settlements, and the discovery on the
sword in the Thames, and a similar discovery of English
runes on a ring found near the Baltic coast of Pomerania,
is not, considering all these circumstances, a matter for
wonder.

In order to realize the full significance of the evidence
afforded by the runic inscriptions and their connection
with the settlement of England, it is necessary to look at
it from several points of view : First, that runes were
of Northern Gothic origin, and the Gothic Futhorc or
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alphabet is the earliest; secondly, that the Anglian
Futhorc consists of similar characters varied from the
Gothic ; and, thirdly, that the Scandinavian has later
additions. The evidence shows that Goths and Angles
introduced the art of runic writing into England before
the end of the fifth century. It is interesting to con-
sider also the probable origin of the runic letters them-
selves. Isaac Taylor has proved! that the early Gothic
runes were modifications of the letters of the Greek
alphabet, and were developed in Northern Gothland as a
result of the commercial intercourse of the Goths across
Eastern Europe with the Greek traders of the Levant.
The Byzantine coins found in the island of Gotland cer-
tainly point to a trade of this kind at a sufficiently early
period. Lastly, we have to consider the very interesting
fact that when the runic letters which had been modified
from the Greek were introduced into Britain by the
Goths, these modified Greek characters which had come
across Europe to the north, and thence to England, met
there the letters of the Celtic or Romano-British alphabet,
also derived from the Greek, but which had come there
across Gaul from the Mediterranean? through Roman
influence.

The Warings, who were such close allies of the Angles,
were certainly much concerned with the early commerce
of the Baltic and the overland tr