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INTRODUCTION.

“There is nothing new under the sun"

Thus has a wise man said in the long ago and Marie
Corelli, the most justly famous authoress of the

present day, in her beautiful book, “A Romance of “

Two Worlds,” says: “Yours? Why, what can you
call yc;ur own? Every talent you have, every breath
you draw, every drop of blood flowing in your veins,
is lent to you only; you must pay it all back. And as
far as the arts go. it is a bad sign of poet, painter, or
musician, who is arrogant enough to call his work
his own. It never was his and never will be. It is
planned by a higher intelligence than his, only he
happens to be the hired laborer chosen to carry out
the conception; a sort of mechanic in whom boastful-
ness looks absurd: as dbsurd ds if one of the stone-
masons working at the cornice of a cathedral were
to vaunt himself as the designer of the whole edifice.
And when a work, any work, is completed, it passes
out of the laborer’s hands; it belongs to the age and
the people for whom it was accomplished, and, if de-
serving, goes on belonging to future ages and future
peoples.” So with the book that is now being placed
before the reader, I wish him to remember that it is
not my own. I-have taken th: works of many of
those before me and have tried to choose therefrom
such material as has appealed to me. I have taken
this material and have tried to arrange it so as to

—/’
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—whatever is herein written is absolutely true and if
vou are willing to so change your life as to be worthy,
there are those who are ever ready to teach you and
show you the Path that leads to lmtlatlon——m find-
ing of the Christ. = .

History informs us that: “As soon as mankind
recognized the rélation between themselves and a
Creator, and acknowledged moral responsibility to a
Supreme Moral Governmerit, then Religion became a
pertinent fact, and systems of religion were intro-
duced, whereby, in an objective form, their subjec-
ivity could be outwardly made manifest.

“These systems dre divided into monotheism and
Polytheism: the latter includes Dualism and Trithe-
ism. The lowest grade of Polytheism is Fetichism,
or idolatry, which teaches the worship of inanimate
nature, stocks and stones, and thé work of the hands
of men. Next is Pyrolatry, or worship of Fire; and
Sabaeism, worship of the sun.

“The first step of each Master or Reformer was to
receive 2 mission and revelation from some God:
thus—~Amasis and Mneves, Lawgivers of the Egyp-
tiang, received their laws from Mercury (Throth);
Zoroaster of the Bactrians, and Zamolxis, lawgiver
of the Getes, from Vesta; Zathraustes, of the'A_nq'-
aspi, from a good Spirit of Gerius: and all progaged
the doctrine of the “Law of Karma.” There is no
doubt but that all of them were Initiates of the Secret
Orders then existing and which Orders taught t]ae
Secret Doctrine and Ancient Mysteries—as well a8
the Mystery of the Fire—That thi$ is true will be
shown farther on.
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Plutarch, in “Isis and Osiris,” says: “It was a
most Ancient opinion, derived as well by lawgivers as
divines, that the world was not made by chanee,
neither did one cause govern all things without oppo-
sition.”

This is the doctrine of Zoroaster, in which were
taught two opposite principles by which the world
was governed.

The first Religion or Mystenes were those of At-
lantis and known as the Hermetic Philosophy. Later,
we have the Oriental Mysteries of Isis and Osiris in
Egypt. These Mysterics are the same as the Her-
metic Philosophy of Atlantis and are but knowm
under another name. The study of the Mysteries of
Isis and Osiris will prove to the student that this was
a pure Fire Philosophy and this is proven in the pages
that are to follow.

Zoroaster brought these Mysteries into Persia;
Cadmus and Inachus, into Greece at large, Orpheus,
into Thrace, Melampsus, into Athens.

As these Ancient,—“Atlantian Mysteries”"—they
should be called,—were to Isis.and Osiris in Egypt;
so they were to Mythras in Asia; in Somothrace, to
the Mother of the Gods; in Boeotia to Bacchus; in
Cyprus to Venus; in Crete to Jupiter; in Athens to
Ceres and Poserpine; in Amphura to Castor and
Pollux; in Lamnos to Vulcan. The most noted of
these were the Orphic, Bacchic; Eleusinian, Samoth-
racian, Cabiric, and Mithriac. It was agreed by
Origen and Celsus that the Mysteries taught the
future life, the Law of Karma, and the Law of Rein-
carnation. It was taught that the Initiated would be



INTRODUCTION 9

strata, the very elements and roots of human speech
have been reached, and with them the elements and
roots of human thought. What lies beyond the be-
ginnings of language, however interesting it may be
to the physiologist, does not yet belong to the history
of man,.in the true and original sense of that word.
Men means the thinker, and the first manifestation of
thought is speech.

“But more’ surprising than the continuity of the
growth of langnngt: is the continuity in the growth of
religion. O religion, aé of language. it may be said
that“in it cverything negw is old, and cverything vld 1s
new, and that there has been no entirely new religion
since the beginning of the world. The clements and roots
of religion were there as far back as twe can trace the his-
tory of maii, and the history of religion, like the his-
tory of language, showsus throughout a succession
of new combinations of the same radical elements, An
Intuition of God, a sense of human weakness and de-
pendence, a belief in.the divine government of the
world, a_distinction ‘between good and evil, and a
hope for a better life—these are some of the radical
elements of all religions. Though sometimes hidden,
they rise again and again to the surface. Though
frequently distorted, they tend again and again to
their perfect form, though always under another
name. R

St. Augustine himseli, in accordance with this idea,
said: “What is now called the Christian religion has
existed among the ancients, and was not absent from
the beginning of the human race, until Christ came in
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suming Fire, which was reechoed more than once,
and thence the Jews were weak enough to worship
the material substance, in lieu of the Invisible and
Eternal God. Zoroaster 'succeeded in persmdmg
them’ to enclose their sacred fire altars in {.ovcrcd_
towers, because, bpmg. on ei_f:vatcrl and u.pos::d hills,
the fire was liable to be extinguished. by storms.
These were circular buildings, covered with domes,
having small openings at the top to let out the smoke,
A Jew entered @ Parsee temple and beheld the
Sau-eri Fire. \\Imt, said he to the priest, “do you
\\or:,hlp the fire?™ “Not the fire,” answered the
priest, “it is to us' the ‘emblem of the Sun and of his
gental heat” Do you then:worship the sun as your
God?” asked the Jew. “Know ye not that this lumin-
ary also is but a work of the Almighty Creator?”
“"We know it,” replied the priest, “but the unculti-
vated man requires a sensible sign in order to form a
conception of the Most High, and is not the sun, the
mcomprghetmhh source of light, an image of that in-
visible being who blesses and preserves all things?”
“Do your people, thén,” rejoined the Isrealite, “dis-
tinguish the type from the original? They call the
sun their God, and, ,descending even from this to a
baser object, they kneel before an'carthly flame. Ye
amuse the outward but blind the inward eye; and
while ye held to them the .earthly, ye draw from them
the heavenly Light!* Thou shalt not niake unto thy-
self any image or likeness.” "“How do you designate
the Supreme Being?” asked the Parsee. “We call
him Jehovah Adonai; that is, the Lord who is, who
was, and who will be,” answered the Jew. “Your
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them through me. He that teaches his own doctrines
and theories speaketh of himself, he is acting under
the impulse of earthly ambition and seeketh his own
glory and not the glory of God, but he that seeks to
glorify—not himself, but God—by giving expression
to the truth of which he is conscious, is true, and no
evil can be in him. Live so, that you may know the
truth; not by external appearances and argumentation, but
by its own inherent power. Be true, and you will know
the truth. C :
“The organism of san,” he said, “resembles a king-
dom, its capital is the Mind, and its temple the Soul.
In that capital and temple there are many false
prcphets, as there are in Jerusalem. There are the
Pharisees of sophistry and false logic, credulity, and
scepticism, and the ‘scribes’ are the prejudices and
erroneous opinions engrafted upon the memory. Do
not listen to what these false prophets say, but listen
iz the woice of wisdom that speaks in your heart; for
verily I say unto you, the temple, built of speculations
.+hich the scribes have erected, will be destroyed, and
. st one of the dognias and theories of which it has
seen constructed will remain, when the day of judg-
ment appears. j
“See the truth enters your heart, bearing the palm
leaf, the symbol of peace. Let it abide in you, and
abide yourself in the truth. There is no other wor-
ship acceptable to the Universal God, but to keep
his commandments, which he reveals to you throughn
the power of Divine Wisdom, whose voice speaks in
your Higher Consciousness. Love one another, and as
you grow in unselfish love, so will you grow in wisdom.



INTRODUCTION 15

selves. Religion in its theoretical aspect means a real
knowledge of the relations which exist between man
and the external Source from which his Spirit eman-
ated in the beginning, religion in its practical aspect
means the union of man with God,—a union that can-
not be effected through the external interference or
permission of a clergyman, but which must be effected
by the power of the infernal will. There is no real
knowicdgc to be attained by merely learning a theory,
there is no real knowledge unfess the theory is confirmed
by practice. -

This knowledge is acquired neither by the study of
theology and philosophy, nor by moralizing. It does
rot depend on any theoretical information .in regard
to terrestrial or celestial things, nor can spiritual re-
generation be attained by leading a virtuous life for
122r of the consequences that are likely to follow if we
‘- ‘ulge in evil, it can only be acquired by a realiza-

1 of the truth within our own selves. There is

thing to prevent any man from arriving at such a
-ealization, except the lower tendencies of his mortal
aature. The process of spiritual regeneration or In-
itiation, therefore involves a continual battle with the
lower self, and unceasing fight between spiritual
nsplratlons and earthly desires, in which the Spirit
must gain the victory over Matter.

All the boasted knowledge of the science learned in
schools contains no real knowledge whatever. It
knows nothing of absolute truth. It is merely relative
knowledge, and refers to the relations which external
objects bear to each other, and all this knowledge,
however useful it may be as long as we live in this



The Ancient Mysteries.

“The belief in a Supreme Power is inherent in every
human being; and, so thoroughly interwoven with
our nature is this sentiment, that it is impossible for
any one, at any period of life, wholly to divest him-
self of it.

“When the reflecting man looks around upon all
the objects about him, the question naturally arises:
‘What has called this world into existence? Why
does it exist, and what is its un:imate destiny? Why
do I exist, and what will become of me after death?
The answers to these quastions can only be given by
and through a long course of Philosophical investi-
gation, Itis these questions that have been the study
of the ablest men from the earliest ages, and have
given rise to all the various systems of philosophy
and religion, which have prevailed in all times, be-
ginning with the first man, and coming down to our
own day and generation.

“Of one thing we are certain, the first religion that
we have any acccunt of, was far superior to any of
those formulated in late centuries. I refer to the
Philosophy of the Atlantians. Theirs was the Pure
Fire Philosophy, and not only was it a pure and abso-
lute religion but, at the same time, it gave them the
power that true religion should give to its Masters.
This the Fire Philosophy of the Atlantians did, and
we find, throughout 21l ages, that thcse Philosophies,
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An author,. who claims to be an authority on the
subject, has said: “It is impossible to definitely as-
sert in what country the Mysteries were first intro-
duced. Authors differ very materially upon that
question. It is, however, very certain that while
there are various changes to be found in the Mys-
teries of the ‘different natians of the Orient, it is also
as certain that there was a great-similarity in them
all; so much :so that we may conclude that either
they were all independent copies from a great origi-
nal system, or that .they were propagated one from
anotlier, until they were spread over the whole of
Asia, Europe, and that part of Africa peopled from
Asia and in constant intercourse therewith. The
first wave from that region, now known as Arya
Varta, was to the south-east, and across the great
rivers, and into-that part of India where they found
a people descendend from the Turanian families, who
had come from the north and northeast. We are
informed that, when the Aryans entered the country
of India; they .carried with them their traditions,
manners, and customs, and rehglous ideas, which
differed very materially from those possessed by the
first inhabitants, who were, no dou‘bt, of Turanian
descent.”” : .

The author 'is mistaken in some respects. We
know absolutely that these Mystenes came, from -
Atlantis and that Initiatian in the Mysteries were
first had there. We know that in the Temples of
Atlantis these Mysteries were first taught to the
Neophytes and we know that these Mysteries
were brought into Asia and India and later, into
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having always in view only one object, i. e., the
Progress of Humanity and the Universal Brother-
hood of Man; despising fame and worldly honors,
and working “without the hope of fee or reward,”
they have concealed their labors, and either influ-
enced those who knew them not to do their work, or
worked tlirongh agents pledged to conceal their very
existence. !

As these lines are being penned, the news comes
before the world that Peace has been declared be-
tween Japan and Russia, at the same time, there
comes a letter from one of the truly great on earth
and in which are found these lines: “Looking at the
principal events of to-day, the concluding of peace
between Japan and Russia, I am given to know, that
the Great White Brotherhood is the rcal Peace-maker
and that President Roosevelt is their Instrument.”

To the public genherally, this may Be a matter of
little interest or importance, as the character of the
work done must be the -sole criterion by which that
work is to be measured. To the Mystics and Initi-
ates, it should be of interest, as showing what it is to
be indeéd, a Master of the Brotherhood. It will re-
veal to them the meaning and goal of human evolu-
tion, and give them the unqualified assurance that
that evolution is being aided by those who know, as it
has not been for many centuries. Such work has now
become possible, because of a cycle of liberality and
enlightenment, when the workers are not likely to be
sacrificed by an Inquisition, although they may be
persecuted for their teachings. Such Masters do-
exist, and ‘they are truly possessed of profound
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norant of the fact that few histories of any people or
any epoch are better founded. Foremost among
these detractors-or deniers will be found the bigoted
sectarian and the modern matenahs} With each of
these, the real genius of Mysticism is in perpetual
conflict. For the first, the universal and unqualified
Brotherhood of Man, lbx‘a dead lett{.r, for he believes
that only himsélf and his. chosen dssociates can be
saved. For, the second, the materialist, the recog-
nition of the Divine Principle i in Man, and belief in
the Immortality of the Soul, wlll provc an equal
stumbling block. Fortunately,’ the: niumber of bigoted
sectarians jand out-and-out materlahsts is few but
those few seem to be in authonty and able to perse-
cute all those who may not be of their, way of think-
ing. The historical deﬁcrency n.fcrred to is by no
means without a parallel. _That sgpgpstructure
known as Christianity has, it is true, many historical
phases; of dogmas the most contradlctory, of doc-
trines promulgated in onq age, ‘and . enforced with
vice-regal authority, and severe ‘penalties for denial
and disbelief, ‘only to bei demed and‘repudiated as
“damnable llcresy n anothcr age. In the meantime,
the origin, of these: doctrmcs and: the perqonallty of
the  Man r)f Sarrmr.' dround which th(.se traditions
cluster receive nQ adequdte support from authentic
history. T g

Because there is no true. htstory of the Christ to be
had, or, because orthodox»Churchamty has not been
able to produce such a history of whom they make
pretentions of following, but whom they have never
really known, must we conclude that it is all a fable,
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torical episodes only, the world in its cyclic revolu-
tions would long ago have swept by them and buried
them in Eternal oblivion. They are facts, imparted
by Initiate to Initiate, from time out of memery, until the
present time. These great truths, obscured and lost in
one age by misinterpretation or persecution, rise,
Phoenix-like, fejuvenated in the next. 1 should not
say lost, tile_\-' are simply held in the secret Archives
of the great. Orders to be given out again when the
‘time is ripe: They are dmmortal truths, knowing
neither decay nor death. They are like Divine Im-
ages concealed in a block of stone, which many artists
assail with mallet and' chisel, square and compass,
only, perchance, to release a distorted idol. Only the
Master workman, the Adept, can so chip away the
stone as to reveal in all its grandeur and beauty the
divine ideal, and endow it with the breath of life. Such
is the builder of character. Ceremonial Initiation will
never make either a Master or an Adept. An» man
or set of men can carry on Ceremonial Initiation. No
Master can be made in this way. It takes a Master
to take man, in Lis crude or materialistic state, and
make a Master out of him, and this can only be done
by a process of growth and a rigid system of training.

No genuine Mystic, imbued with the spirit of liber-
ality, and all Mystics are liberal, will treat any re-
ligion with derision or contempt, or exclude from
fellowship any Brother who believes in the existence
of God, the Universal Brotherhood of Man, and the
Immortality of the Soul. This spirit is the very foun-
dation of Mysticism, and any departure from it is un-
Mystical and directly against the spirit of Universal
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The most profound secrets of Mysticism are not re-
vealed or taughit in any Ckremonial Initiation. They
belong only to a few. .These secrets must be sought
by the individual himself, and the Neophyte is de-
barred from possessing them solcly by his own in-
attention to the hints everywhere given by the
Masters of the Fraternities.  If he prefers'to treat
the whole subject with: contempt, and to deny that
any such real knowledge exists, it becomes evident
that he'nat oniy closgs the door against the possibility,
of himseli possessing such knowledge, but he zlso
becomes impesvious of any evidenqe of its existence
that might come to hini at any time. He has-no one
hot himself to blame if he is left in darkness! “Seck
and ye shall find. Knock and it shall be opened unto
you.” : :

“So long as the struggle for bare exjstence in-
volves, as it dues to-day, the greater part of the
energy. time. and eppnrtumlics of man, he will never
discover the veal o :.;..mg of Life, qr the purpose of

human existens Fren this much may be discerned
from physioo! 2 alome L frog the study of ‘the
buman brain, i whizinthere is a contigually increas-
ing portion of gray substancé set free from the func-
tions incident o the preseryation of the physical

structures aml evidently designed to be appropriated
to separate and Higher use. Mere intellectual ac-
tivities alone, connected with the physical plane, with
the maintenance and enjoyrnent of life will not ex-
plain the phiiosophy of cerebral development. It is
largely for this reason that the offices of the en-
cephalon are so little known to-day.
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powers; or is even cognizant of the fact that he is a
living soul.

These things ought not to be so, nor need they
longer be, if earnest men and women would seek
diligently, first for the cause of all our ills, and
second, for a sufficient remedy. This remedy is tn
be found, first, in knowledge. Second, in Service of
the Truth. J

If real knowledge of the nature of the soul and
the destiny of man had never existed, our present .
«condition would be“pitiable in the extreme; but when
we demonstrate that this knowledge once existed,
that it still exists, and that it always existed, even
though only in the Secret Archives of the Orders,
that it was first degraded by selfishness and then lost
by design, and that for centuries designing Priests,
many of whom would have disgraced a scaffold, but
who have been:canonized as saints, have done their
utmost to deprive humanity of this knowledge, what
shall humanity say? Shall he preach Universal
Brotherhood and Toleration, and yet seek revenge
on the priesthood? A thousand times, no! but
rather leave priest and proletariat to settle their own
affairs and go their own way, and go to work our-
selves to recover the lost knowledge, and when re-
covered devote it absolutely to Humanity. Knowing
these things as we do, can we condemn the Arch
Fraternities who have ever been the guardians of
this Secret Knowledge? Should we not rather be
thankful to them for keeping it in its virgin purity?
In all our popular present religious instructions, from
childhood, and- through all the ministrations of re-
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‘Great Republic is the Ideal State. If these concepts.

were accepted and acted uposn, there. would résult,
time, opportunity, and the power to apprehend the
deeper and !ug!u,r problems of the ofigin, nature, and
destiny of man. “Man i< hot man 25 yet, and will not
be until he has found his Soul.™ What he may be,.
and what he might do, unr‘lcr favorablé conditions, is
very seldom dreamed of by humanity and is only
shown to us by the Hves of the few Masters.

There is a mdcsprcau and increasing ‘conviction
that trie Edticatign would prove a panacea for all
our evils; and that if we ¢ould begin with the young,
and have the training oi children, we gould cyemually
reform society, even the chifdrer n[ vicious parentage:
might be reformed.

This is true, but it-will not be cnoup;h to follow the

_lines of education as. at present uwsed. We-must have

a rm] an' Higher L‘(lu<.at1011, the education of the:
The bringing nut of the nghest in man. Only-
ls. te aching the child the truth; not as supposed to be
hy material or the nlogical eilucators, but as the Soul
(caches fan what is rightl Selfishness or material
gain, is the Kev-note of présent day education and it
is for this reasotr that it has failed$p miserably.
Nothing® so shrouds the Higher, Self (the Soul) in

‘man as selfishneds, and this is the reason why so few

persens are possessed of the direct perception. What'
is true, is True, and.what is false. is False.

Tt is this Higher knowledge towards which all use-
ful and rational acquirement tends; and why should
our efforts céase shart of the very Highest? All
education that does not tend in this direction, with
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highly endowed, for selfish purposes of his own. His
motive, therefore, alone, can determine that he is
“worthy and well qualified.”

It is true on every plane of life, that in the process
by which knowledge is acquired—always by experi-
ence—man beconies the thing which he knows. That
is, knowing is a progressive becam:’ng. There results,
therefore, a . continuous transformation of the
motives, ideals, and perceptions of ,the individual,
whenever in his daily .experience in life he is placed
on the lines of least resistance or the Natural Order
of Evolution. This is the really Scientific and Philo-
sophical meaning of all ¢rue Initiation.

There is at present, so much of the commonplace
that passes as knowledge, and which is accepted as
such by worthy, though unthinking students, and
. this is so utterly void of comprehension, that unless
one is familiar with this line of thought he will not
really see the truth and bearing of the statement, that
man always becomes that which he really knows. Here
lies the reason why the mere inculcation of moral
precepts  so often fails entirely in transforming
character; and why there is so much lip-service.
When-men once understand this, then will they un-
derstand the Mystery of Alchemy, the Transforma-
tion or Transmutation of baser metals into the pure
and shining gold. For once they understand, once
the Conscience has become awakened and they have
learned to know, then they will have become, for in the
process of truly learning to know, they will have be-
cone. _

Conscience is the struggle of the understanding in
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evolution twithiin him of senses and faculties pertain-
ing to the “soul-plane.” His progress would be in-
stantly arrested, and his teachers would refuse all
further instructions, if he was found negligent of the
ordinary duties of life: those to his family, his
neighbors, or his country, All these must have been
fully discharged belore he could stand upon the
threshold as a Neophyte for the Greater Mysteries;
for in these he came to be an unselfish servant to
Humanity as a whole; and no longer the right to be-
stow the gifts of knowledge or power that he pos-
sessced, upon his own kinsmen, or friends, in prefer-
ence to strangers. In the higher degrees, he might
be precluded from using these powers even to pre-
serve his own life. Both the Master and his powers
belongs to Humanity., Tf the reader will but consider
how the JTews called upon the Christ to “save himself
and come down from the cross,” if he were the Christ,
it may be seen that this doctrine of Supreme Selfish-
ness ought, long ago, to have been apprehended by
the Christian world ; for while it is a Divine Attribute,
the Synonym of the Christ, it is latent in all humanity,
and must be evolved as herein given,

That which makes such an evolution seem to
modern readers impossible, is, that it cannot be con-
ceived as being accomplished in a single life, nor can
it be. It is the result of persistent effort guided by
High Ideals throdigh many lives. Those who deny
Pre-existence may logically deny all such evolution.
There must, however, come a time when the con-
sumation is reached in one life; and this is the logical
meaning of the saying of the Christ—1It is finished.
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who are not acquainted with it may suffer no dis-
advantage.” _ :

The Council of Nice had not taken these Secret
Fraternities into consideration, nor did they know
much of these Fraternities. They had knowledge of
such Orders but were under the impression that they
were only for the purpose of Pagan Initiations. They
did not know that these Orders had records that
would be handed down from Initiate to Initiate for
all times to come, and that the Keys to these Sacred
Muysteries could never be lost to these Fraternities.
Had they known of this, they might have made dif-
ferent changes. Again, we find that St. DBasil, the
great Dishop of Cacsarea. says:

“We receive the dogmas transmitted to us by
writing, and those which have descended to us from
the Apostles, beneath the Mystery of Oral Tradition;
for several things have been handed to us without
writing, lest the vulgar, too familiar with our dogmas,
should lose a due respect for them. This is what the
Unitiated are not permitted to contemplate ; and how
should it-ever-be proper to write and circulate among
the people an account of them:”

The men who composed the Council of Nice knew
that there were those, Priests, who claimed to know
these Secret Mysteries but they were called more
mad than anything else, exactly as our Churchmen
think of the greater Mystics of our day.

The Universal Science and the Sublime Philosophy,
once taught by the Atlantians later in the Greater
Mysteries of Egypt, India, Chaldea, Asia and Persia,
and among many other nations ef antiquity, is



OF THE LIVING FIRE 23

the ssenian Order and also the Gnostics, the latter
being an Inner Ciréle of the Essenes. The Ther-
apeutiae of Alexandria was simply another name for
a Circle of the Essenian Fraternity. To-day the
Order then known as the Essenes is known as the
Fraternity oi the Rosy Cross. There has never been
any interruption of the Secret Order, It has changed
its name many Limes since it was founded on the At-
lantis, but its teachings are the same. Thus, from
these Orders. the Christian Mysteries were derived
and are preserved in the Secret Archives of all true
Occult Orders, known only to the Iritiates of the
Higher Degrees.  The Neoplatonists, headed by
Ammonius Sacce:, undertook to:preserve the primi-
tive relation, and the utterances of the Christian
Bishops to which reference has been made; show how
the Sccret Doctrine was adoplt,(i from the earlier
mysteries f)) the primitive "Christians during the first
thr ee cent: iries of our era.  After thie first Council of
\tce A.D., 325, which was presided over by none
othg( tlw,p I xoteric Christians lookulg for power and
aulhonty‘ }lttle mog‘t, was h}:ard of the rearlier doc-
1rmc¢- tand/with the b:trzunw of 'the Great Library of
r\icxandrsa r‘Catho't ¢ suprgmacy and therdark ages
ob! 1tc‘ra ed: ;l < pmm:uve w:adom off Western Lurope
35Oy far] %,‘tl]c ulasses were Lom.emefL ashit waw over-

run’ by l@,ordes, of harl)anans from ‘the north." The"
prmc:pal seats of I&arumg were' th'f ¢iconvents. Com-

ing’ nowdo ‘the dawn of the 16thtcentury, and the
igreat I’rotestan: ;and Roslcruc:an‘“Reformatlon, we
find Joh-mn Tr:tllcnnus ‘Abbott t{:tert .Jacob, at
Wurtzburg, celebrated as one of ‘the greatest Al-
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from its carliest times up -to the present and that
“such must continue to he the case for all times to
come,until men reach perfection.

All brne Ocenlt Frateinities recognjze the whole
werkd as byt one Republic, of which each Nation is
a-family, and every individual a child, not in anvwise
derogaiing from the differing dutics which the di-
versity of States requires, tends to create a new
people, which, composed of men of many nations and
tongres, shall a1l be bound tagether by the bonds of
a tru: Sciethicesahe belief of the Fatherfiood of an All-
Wise Deing and the Universal Brotherhood of Man.

Therefnrve, the real object of these Orders, be they
Mystic Mas wry or-any other Mystic or Occult Fra-
ternities, may be summed up in the following: To
efface Trom among men the prejudices of caste. the
conventional distinctions of color, erigin, opinion,
nationality ; to annihilate fanaticism and superstition,
extirpate national discord and with it extinguish the
fircbrand of war: in a- word—to arrive, by free and
pacific progress, at one formula or madel of eternal
and universal right, according to which each indi-
vidual human:being shall be free to develop every
faculty with which he may be endowed, and to con-
cur heartily and with all the fullness of his strength,
in the bestowment of happiness upon all, and thus
to make of the whole human race ore family of
brothers, united by Love, Wisdom and Science.

In order to do this, a true and beautiful Philosophy
must he taught. True Science and Religion must be
wedded together and the Key to both Science and
Religion or Philosophy must be God—Lowe. Such a
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but foolisk jargon and without meaning to the Initiated.
That the Christ-life and power that made Jesus to be
called Christos, M gster, whereby he healed the sick,
cast out devils, and foretold future events, is the same
Life revealed, and attained by Initiation in the
Greater Mysteries of Antiquity, is perfectly plain.
The disrepute inte which the Divine Science has
fallen has arisen from its abuse and degradation.

There are dangers inseparable from Symbolism
and Mysticism, which afford an impressive lesson in
regard to similar risks attendant on the use of secret
forces. The Imagination called in to assist the reason
usurps its place, or leaves its ally helplessly entangled
in its, web. Names whichi stand for things are con-
founded with them; the means are mistaken for the
ends; the instrument of interpretation for the object;
and thus-symbols come to usurp an independent
charactcr as truths and persons. Though perhaps
a ncceqsar) path,-they are a dangerous one; by which
to approach the Deity; in which many, says Plutarch,
mistaking the sign for the thing signified, fell into a
ndiculou- supevrstition,, while others, in avoiding one
exireme, plurige into the no less hideous gulf of irre-
ligion and impiety.

It is‘through the Mysteries, Cicero says, that we
have learned the first principles of Life, wherefore
the term “Initiation” is used*with good reason.

To employ Nature’s Universal Symbolism instead
of the technicalities of language, rewards the
humblest inquirer and discloses its secrets to every
one in proportion to his preparatory training to com-
prehend them. If their Philosophical meaning was
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perfect scoundrel. -On-the other hand, the one may
be very dull intellectually, and et be kind, bretherly
and sympathetic to the last de"rcc A world made up
of the former would be a bad place to live in; if of
the latter, a thousand times to be preferred. Magic
contemplates that all-around development which,
liberating the intellect from the dominion of the
senses and [llluminating the Spiritual Perceptions,
places the individual on the lines of least resistance
with the Inflexible Laws of Nature, and he becomes
Nature's ‘co-worker or hdnd-maid.  To all such,
Nature makes obeisance, and delegates her powers,
and they becume Masters. The real Master conceals
his power and uscs it only for the good of others. He
works “without the hope of fee or reward,” knowing
that God is just. ) '

Knowing that “Knowledge is Power,” designing
and evil men desire to possess hoth knowledge and
power for cnurcl_\ selfish purposes. - It may be readily
understood that the more knowledge and power a
purely selfish man possesses, the more inimical to
humanity he becomes. He can do less harm ii kept
in ignorance.” This is especially the case with these
Deeper Sciences which deal with Mind, and influence
the thoughts and actions ofothers. Modern Science,
purcly materialistic in its aims and conclusions, has alzvays
ridiculed the idca embodicd in Magic, for materialisnt con
never recognize the Spiritual.

The traditional Lost Word of the Master is a key
to all the science of Magxc, but it musibe re-
membered that the Lost-Word is not a Word, but re-
fers to Spiritual Awakening; Spiritual Developtm nt;
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dialectical, will again command the attention of the
thinking world. Every one is aware that the source
of Plato’s knowledge was the Mydteries; he was an
Initiate, and on almost every page reveals the obliga-
~tion he is under not to betray to the common people
the secrets taught only to Initiates under the pledge
of secrecy.

There is in Nature one host potcnt force, by means
of which, a smgle ‘man, who could possess himself of
it, and should.-know how to direct it, could revolu-
tionize and change the face of the world. This force
was known to the Ancients and the'secret is still held”
by the true Mystic Fraternities of this day. It is a
Universal agent, -whose supreme law is ‘equilibrium;
and whereby, if science can but learn how to control
it, it will be possible to change the order of the
Seasons ; to producc in night the phenomena of day;
to send a thought in an instant around the world; to
heal or slay at a distance; to give our words universal
success, and make them gevcrberate cverywhere.

There_is a Life-Principle of the world, a universal
agent, wherein are two natures and a double current
of love and wrath. This ambient, fluid pervades every-
thing. It is a ray retached from the glory of the Sun,
and fixed by the weight of the atmosphere and the
central attraction. It is the body. of the Holy Spirit,

" the Universal Agent. the Serpent deyouring his own:
tail. -
- With this eiectm—magnenc ‘ether, this vital and
luminous caloric, the Ancients and the Alchemists
" were familiar, “Of this agent, that ‘phase of moderr
-ignorance termed physical science, talks incoherently,
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leerlv, Science with My sfcr) . it has the keys of the
Present, the Past, and the Future. '

One, is filled ‘with gdmiration on penctratmg into
the Sanctuary of the Kabalah, at secmg a doctrine so
logical, so s:n:p]c. and at the same time so absolute.
The necessary union of ideas and signs, the consecra-
tion of the most fundamental realities by the primi-
tive characters; the Trinity of Words, Letters and
Numbers; a Philosophy simple as the alphabet, pro-
found and infinite as the World; Theorems more
complete and* luminous than those of Pythagoras; a
theology summed up by counting-on one’s fingers;
an Infinite which can be held in the hollow of an
infant’s hand, ten ciphers and twenty-two letters, a
triangle, a square and a circle—these are all the ele-
ments of Kabalalh, These are the elementary ‘princi-

ples of the written Word, reflection of that spoken
Word that created the World,

Life may be représented bv a Triangle, at the apex
of which is God. Of this tr:angle the two sides are
formed by two streams, the ore flowing gutwards,
the other upwards. The base may be taken to repre-
sent the material plane. Thus, from God proceed
the Gods. From the Gods proceed:all the Hierarchy
of heaven, with the various orders from the highest
to the lowest. Here again we have the Doctrine of
Hermes.

The Kabalah of the ancient Hebrews, which Moses
derived by Initiation into the Mysteries of Egypt and
Persia, was identical among the Hebrews, the Egyp-
tians, Hindus and other nations of antiquity, was
known as the Secret Doctrine.
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. the globe, has evolved on the intellectual plane so far

that there now exist a very large number of persons
capable of apprehending this old philosophy, and, at
the same time, capable of understanding the responsi-
bility incurred in misusing or misinterpreting it. A
large number of persons have reached, on the intel-
lectual plane, the state of manhood; and are capable
of partaking of the “fruit of the tree of knowledge of
Good and Evil."” There is, therefore, no reason why
this old philosophy should be longer concealed. On
the other hand, there are reasons why it should be
known. Empirical knowledge has advanced in cer-
tain directions into the realm of Psychism, and the
arts anciently disignated by the term Magic, and it is
imperative that the dangers that attend these pursuits
should be pointed out and demonstrated, in order

. that they may be avoided by the beneficent, and that

the ignorant or innocentt may be afforded protection.
How far these modern inroads into Occultism or
ancient Magic extended very few persons seem to
realize. It is therefore high time that the Philosophy
of the East should 111umme the science of the West,
and thus give the death blow to that intellectual dia-
bolism, and spiritual nihilism, known at Materialism,
and this only the Secret Doctrine can accomplish.
Grave responsibility, however, is incurred by such a
revelation. Those who, like the professional Hypno-
tists and the Vivisectionists, have sinned, perhaps
ignorantly, and thus have been unconsciously “Black
Magicians,” will eventually find no avenue of escape.

As I am preparing the above, I receive a clipping
entitled “The Mystic Side of the Bacillus Theory,” by
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thought action? Things become perceptible to us
when they come within the range of the senses, but
have they no form of existence before they come into
this plane? Or do things spring from nothing?

“It has become the fashion, when there is a dis-
eased bodily condition, to go on a'hunt for the bacillus
that is one of the manifestations of that condition. I
have nothing to say against this proceeding, but it is
a mistake to allow this research to close up every
other avenue of investigation,sand assume, offhand,
that the bacillus is the creater of the disease, rather
than its crcation. And there are many of our pro-
fesSion who are thinking along this same line.

“If we read of the cures effected by the Divine
Master (call Hinr “The Nazarene,” if you please, 1
don't care for names), we find His cures almost in-
variably prefixed by the words, “Thy sins be forgiven
thee;' and this declaration was always an offense to
the pharisaical beholder. They could recognize the
fact that a paralytic-had been strangely healed, a leper
cleansed, when the paralyzed man walked off with his
bed on his back, or the hue of health came back to the
pallid, ulcerated countenance; but the word of power
that reached beyond their vision, and changed the
mental condition that produced the disease, was too
much for thejr cnmprchensuon

“Let me quete from a writer on Mystical subjects:
‘Discase does not enter in any manner from without.
That which is external, simply awakens that which
is alrcady within us. Disecase is not a thing—it is
simply a depolarization, That sights and sounds lure
the imagination into activity, I claim, and in this
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the brain. And there is not a bacillus or microbe
infesting the blood .or tissues, that did not have a
definite, positive existence before it became manifest
to the microscope ; and if we understand the workings
of mind as well as we do the anatomy of the body (and
there are some facts regarding this, even, that we are
ignorant of), we might get more control over disease
than we secin now. to possess.” And even with this
influence over the mind, what do we do when an
epidemic of cholera breaks out? We set people to
cleaning out their back yards, disposing of rubbish,
and, more impartant still, try to teach them to keep
themselves clean, and this occupation tends to pro-
duce a (temporary, at least), condition of mental
cleanliness. Washing the oufside of cup and platter is
~something in the way of removal of filth, and it is an
accomplishment of some, moment to teach some men
the religion of a clean shirt. Mental uncleanliness is
apt to generate bodily uncleanliness, and then the
bacillus is a logical sequence.

“There is much attention being directed of late to
prophylactic treatment. Would it not be as well to
extend this system a little further, and see if it is not
possible to pass over the border-a little way—cross
the fence which science has erected betwen the realm
of mat.er and the realm of the impcnderable, and see
if, after all, there may not be something to be ac-
complished in the way of regulation of disease before
the enemy effects his inyasion of the land? I believe
we can meet with some measure of success, if we
divest ourselves of some of our preconceived notions,
and cease to take counsel of our denials, our limita-
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llmom in f:wor of the new anes, built ‘on their bodies.
From thcncc the \ma into the far distant Past, be-
vond the Deluge” and the “Garden of Edcn,” began
to be forcibly aid relentlessiy closed by every fair
and unfair means against the indiscrete gaze of pos-
terity.  Iiverv issue was blocked up, every record
that hands could be laid upon. destroyed.

This same Constantine \\'Iho, with his soldiers en-
vironed the Bishops at the first: Council of Nice, A.
D.. 325. and dictated terms to their deliberations, ap-

" plied for Initation into the Mysteries, and was told

by the officiating.priest that' no purgaticn: could free

shiva from the crime of putting his wife to death, or

from hiscmany perjuries and murders.  Fvery careful
and unbiased student of history knows why the Secret
Doctrine has been heard of so little since the days of -
Constantine.  An exoteric religion, and belief in a
personal God blotted it out of self- pruleulon ‘and
vet, the very Pomnlcnch conceals it, and for many a
student of the I\alnlalr. of the cummg century, the

There are three fundamental pr oposm(ms that un-
derlie the Secrct Doctriné. (1) “An Omnlprcscnt,
Eternal, Boundless, and Imimutable Principle on
whlch all specniatton is “impossible, since it trans-
cends” the, pmwr of human conception, and could
only be dwarfed by any human expression or simili-
tude. Tt s béyond the range and reach of human
thought—in the.words of Mandykya, “unthinkable
and unspeakable.”” This Infinite and Eternal Cause—
dimly formulated in the “Unconscious’” and “Un-
knowable” of current European Philosophy—is the
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and Karmic 'law, during the whole term.” “The
pivotal doctrine of the Eastern Philbsophy admits
no privileges or specific gifts in man, save those won
by his own Ego through ‘personal effort and merit
throughout a long series’ of Metempsychosls and Re-
mcarnatmns

Souls are rcmca;natcd hundreds and thousands of
times ; but not the person (which implies the body), for.

the body perishes. " These things were taught by the
Essenes, Gnostics, Therapeutae and Jesuys: and the
doctrine is’ embodied in the parable of the Talents,

"~ * as thus explalncd :=Into the soul of the individual is

"breathed the Spirit of God, divine, pure, and without
blemish. It is God. And the individual has, in his
earth-life, to nourish that Spirit, and feed it as a
Flame with Oil.- When. you put oil into a lamp, the
essencé passes into and becomes flame. So is it with
the soul of him who nourishes the Spirit. It grows
gradually pure, and becoines the Spirit. By this means
the Spirit becomes the richer. And, as in the.parable
of the Talents, where God has given five talents, man
pays back ten; or he rcturns nothing, and perishes.

When a soul has once become regenerate, it re-
turns to the'body only by its own free will, and as a
Redeemer or Messenger: Such a one regains in the
flesh the memory of the, past. Regencration or
Transmutation may take place in an instant; but it
is rarely a sudden thing, and it is best that it come

- gradually, so that the “Marnage of the Spmt be

only after a prolonged engagement. ~

The doctrine of “Counterparts,” so familiar to
~certain classes of “Spiritualists,” is a travesty, due
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t!mnqhu and t"!cetls. is .seldom’ realized. The ordi-
nary .crude. and ignorant conception of 'a personal
God more often results in slavish' fear on the one
hand, and Atheism on the other. It is \\_hat Car-
Ivle, calls “an absentee” God, doing nothing since the
six days of creation, but sitting on the outside and
seeing it go!" This idea 'of Goul carries with it, of
course, the idea ‘of creat'nn. as l=acmt:th|rlg' already

'_cnmnlclcll in.time; when lhc fact is that creation is

a process without beginming or end. The world—all

.worlds—are heing “created” to-day as much as at

- . i -
any period in the past.  Fven the apparent destruc-
tion of worlds is a creative, or evoluiionary process. -
Emanating from the bosom of the all, and running

" their cirlic cotiree: day alternating with m"hl on the

outer plivsical plane, they are again mdrazon 1o the

invisible plane, only to re-emerge aftera longer night

and start againon a higher cy ‘cle’of evolution, Theo-.
logians h_a\c.trlul in vain to attach the idea cf im- |

“manance to that of personality, and endei in a jargon

of words ahd utter confision of ideas.” A personal Ab-

_solute i< not, except in potency. God does not think,

but is the cause of Thought.. God does not love, he 5.
Love, in the - perfect or absolute sense; and so with
all the Divine Attributes.- God is thus the concealed
Logos, the "'C;allsclcss Cause,” God never manifests
Himself (to be seen-of men). " Creation is His -mani-
festation ; and as creation is not complete, and never

- will be, and as it never had a beginning, there is a

concealed or unrevealed potency back of and beyond
all creation, which is still God.
All men are brothers by all the laws of Nature and
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each individual of all the myriads: constituting Hu-
manity_with equal favor. ' Justice of God toward all
implies ]ustlce toward each other améng ‘men. This
pnnc:plc of Justice is Law Universal,-and this pnn—
ciple of Brotherhood and the perfectibility of man’s
nature through evolution nccess:tates Reincarnation.,
" The number of souls consmutmgﬂHumamly, though
practically mnumerablc, is, nevertheless definite.
Hence the doctrmc of pre-existence taught in all the
Mysteries applied to “every child of woman born;”
all conditions in each life being determined by pre-
vious lives. (This is so’ fully dealt with in the
“Beautiful Philosophy” by Count St. Vincent, which
- is only open to Initiates.) Thus the Fatherhood of
God in the personification of, Divinity in Humanity
-Includes the Unlvcrsai and WUnqualified Brotherhood
of Man,

The .real Masters in all ages, knomng this from
the lessons taught in ‘the Mysteries of Initiation, have

" ever been the foes of Autocrats, Oligarchies, and

Oppression in ever) form, whether ecclesiastical or
_Political. -Initiates are taught to obey the laws of
the country in whith they live, They are not agents
of Revolution, but of' Evolution. By enlightenment
and persnasion they may strive to reform a nation or
a church. ; The true Republic is the outgrowth of
Brotherhaod, and a jealous monarch in Church or
- State: will naturally oppose the diffusion of doctrines
“that tend to the liberation and the enlightenment of
the people. - ~

Mysticism does not prcach a new religion, it but
reiterates the New Commandment announced by the
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The Science and Religion of the West are in per-
petual conflict. The genius of this religion discerns
Faith and Miracle as its foundation. Science holds as
.its ideals Fact and Law. This religion is necessarily
1llog1cal while science is materialistic to the extreme,
and, than‘ks to both, mankind is as far from any real
knowledge of the nature and destiny of the soul as it
was a thousand years ago. This conflict has long
been maintained; it is a war to the death; both re-
ligion and sciente are being reformed, and long before
the battle ceases, neither of the original champions will
be found to exist, except in their progeny of Eastern
parentage.

The Western world laughs at this, for looking at

" the Secret Doctrine and the mighty religions of India,
Egypt, Greece, and Judea only from the outside,
nothing but discord, superstition, and chaos can be
seen. But if one examines the syibols, questions the
Mysteries, and searches out the root-idea of the
founders and of the prophets, harmony will be seen_
throughout. Along divers and often winding paths,
one will ever reach the same point, so that penetra-
tion into the Arcanum of one of these religions means
entrance into the secrets of the rest. Then a strange
phenomena takes place. By degrees, but in a widen-
ing circle, the Doctrine of the Initiates is seen to
shine forth in the Center of the religions, like a Sun
clearing away its nebula, Each religion appears as
a different planet. With each we change both atmos-
phere and celestial orientation, still it is always the
same Sun which illumines us. India, the mighty
dreamer, plunges us along with herself into the dream
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issue from the Celestial Fire of Zeus, from the Initial
Light. Half-conscious, inaccessible, and unchange-
able, they govern the mighty whole by their unvary-
ing movements. Each revolving constellation draws
along in its ethereal sphere phalanxes of demi-gods
or radiant souls who were formerly human, and who,
after descending the scale of kingdoms, have glori-
ously ascended the cycles, and finally issued from the
round of generations. It is through these divine
spirits that God breathes, acts, and manifests Him-
self; or, rather, these form the breath of His living
soul, the rays of His eternal consciousness. They rule
over armies of lower spirits which govern the ele-
ments; they control the universe, Far and near,
they surround_us, and, although of immortal essence,
they assume ever-changing forms, according to
nation, epoch, or region, The impious man who de-
" nies their existence still dreads them; the pious-man
worships without knowing them:; the Initiate knows,
atiracts, and sees them. 1 struggled to find them,
braved death, and, as is said, descended into hell to
tame the demons of the abyss, to summon the gods
from on high to my beloved Greece, that lofty heaven
might unite with earth, lisfening with delight to
strains divine. Celectial beauty will become incarnate
in the flesh of women, the Fire of Zeus will run in the
blood of heroes, and long before mounting to the con-

#* Those who are on the Path and desire to know more of
how things are ruled and brought about by the Masters, es-
peciall those of the Third Degree, should gain access to the
Msas, ** Beautiful Philosophy ' by the Count St. Vincent. This:
Mass. is only to be had by Neophytes and Initiates,
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pure beings who have knowledge of the Sublime.
When the body experiences this dissolution whilst
rajas dominates, the soul once more comes to live
amongst those who have bound themselves to things
of earth. Again, if the body is destroyedwhen famas
dominates, the soul, whose radiance is dimmed by
matter, is again attracted by the wombs of irrational
beings.

“The devout man, surprised by death, after enjoy-
ing for several centuries the due reward of his virtues
in superior realms of bliss, finally returns again to
inhabit a body in some holy and respectable family.
But this kind of regeneration in this life is-very dif-
ficult to attain. The man thus born again finds him-
sell possessed of the same degree of application and
advancement, as regards the intellect, as he had in his
first bmly, an:l he begins to work afresh perfection in
(luunon :

“The mighty and profound secret, the sublime and
sovereign mystery, is that: To attain to -perfection
one mustwacquire the knowledge "of unity, which is
above wisdom ; oné must rise to the divine Being who
is above the soul, above the intelligence. This divine
Being, this sublime Friend is tn each one of us. God
dawells wwithin each man, though few can find hint, This
is the path of salvation. Once thou hast perr:ewt,d the
perfect Being, who is above the world and ‘within thy-
* self, do thou decide to! abandon the, enemy, which’
takes the. form if desire. Control thy ‘passions.
. The joys afforded by the”senses are like wombs of
future sufferings. :Not only do good, but be good.
Let the motive be in the action, not in its fruits.
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concealed from the ignorant and the profane, have
accorded this Supreme Consummation to Jesus alone,
and made it obscure or impossible for all the rest of
humanity. In place of this, the grandest doctrine
ever revealed to man, theologians have set up Salva-
tion by Faith in a man-made Creed, and the Authority
of the- Church to “bind or lose on Earth or in
Heaven.” Law is annulled; Justice, dethroned;
Merit, ignored; Effort, discouraged; and Sectari-
. anism, Atheism, and Materialism are the result.

All real Initiation is an internal, not an external,
process. The outer ceremony is dead and useful
only so far as it symbolizes and illustrates, and there-
by makes clear the inward change. In-many of the
Greater Orders, Ceremonial Initiation is entirely dis-
pensed with, as it clouds, in many cases, the mind that
~ would otherwise be clear. In frue Initiation, no cere-

monies are needed. To Initiate truly, means to trans-
form; to transform means to regenerate; and this
comes only by trial, by effort, by self+conquest, by
" sorrow, disappointment, failure; and a daily renewal
of the conflict. It is in this that man must “work out
“his own salvation.”” The consummation of Initia-
tion is the Perfect Master, the Christos, for these are
the same. They are the goal, the perfect consumma-

tion of human evolution. , B
By constant struggle and daily conflict the Master
has conquered self. Life after life he has gathered

experience. Truly hath he been a “man of sorrows
and acquainted with grief.” He has assailed all prob-
lems; studied all science; exhausted all litanies; ap-
prehended all Philosophies; practiced all arts. At
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to you whether you have gold or whether you have
none, whether you have a house and lands.or whether
you have them not, whether you have worldly reputa-
tion or whether you are an outcast—then you are
voluntarily poor. It is not necessary to have nothing,
but it is necéssary to care for nothing. When it is all
one to you whether.you have a wife or husband, or
whether you are celibate, then you are ~free from
concupiscenge. It is not necessary to be a virgin; it
is necessary to set no value on flesh. There is noth-
ing so difficult to attain ag this equilibrium—The"
Double Triangle. The White interlaced with the
Black. When you have' ceased both to wish to retain
and to burn, then vou have the remedy in your hands,
and the remedy is hard and a sharp one, and a terrible
ordeal. Nevertheless, be thou not afraid. Deny the’
five senses, and above all the taste and the touch.
The power is within you if you will to attain it. Eat
no dead thing. Drink no Fermented drink. Make
lwmg clements of all the elements of your bddy. Take
your food full of life, and let not the touch of death-
pass upon it. Remember that without self-immola-
tion, there is no power over death.

_ When a man has attained power over the body, the
process of ordeal is no longer necessary. The Initiate
is under a vow; the Hierarch is Free. Jesus, there-
fore, came eating and drinking; for all things were
lawful to him. * He had undergone, while a Neophyte
with the Essenes, and had freed his will. For the
object of the trial and the vow is polarisation. When
the fixed is volatilised, the Magian is free. 'But be-
fore Christ was Christ he was subject; and his Initia-
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The problem of genuine initiation, or training in
Occultism, consists in placing all the operations of the .
body under the dominion of the Will; in freeing the
Ego from the dominion of the appetites, passions,
and the whole lower nature. The idea is not to de-
spise the body, but to purify it: Not to destroy the
appetites, but to elevate and control them absolutely.
This mastery of the lower nature does not change the
Key of the physical naturesas such; but subordinates
it to that of a higher plane. Without this subordi-
nation, the clamorous lower nature drowns out all
higher vibrations; as if in an orchestra, the bass-viols
and the drums only could be heard; and noise, rather
than harmony would result.

The first point to be made in real Initiation is for
the Thinker to control his thoughts. Instead of
passively and helplessly receiving all suggestions that
come from the physical sense, or appetites; or all
that come from ambition, selfishness and pride; he
selects, and chodgses, and Wills what thoughts shall
come. In this manner he acquires mastery over his
own mind, and frees his will from the dominion of
Desire; or rather elevates and purifies Desire.

In the Ancient Mysteries not every Initiate became
a Master. There were the Lesser and the Greater
Mysteries. To the Lesser all were eligible; to the
"Greater, very few; and of these few, fewer still were
ever exalted to the sublime and last degree. Some
remained for a lifetime in the lower degrees, unable
to progress further on account of the constitutional
defect or mental and spiritual incapacity. Thus it is
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Freedom and Enlightenment are the only real Saviors
of Mankind; while ignorance is the father of Snpcr—
stition, and Selfishness the parent of Vice.

The Ancient Mysteries were organized schools of
learmng. and knowicdge was the signal of progress
and the basis of Fellowship. The doers of real In- !
itiation were open to women as to men. Such is the |
case at the present time. The Illumanti and the |-
Rosicrucians both admit women to their Irfitiation on |
equal footing with men. Masonry at one time also

‘admitted them until the Fraternity was betrayed by

her. Since then, she has been excluded. "The time
will come again, when Masonry will put aside most o
its Ceremoenialism and teach the pure Secret’ Doc-
trine, then will women again be admitted as of yore.
The Ancient Wisdom concerned itself largely, as
it does at present, with the Souls of men, and under-
took to elevate the earthly life' by purifying the Soul.
and cxalting its Ideals. It ‘teaches that souls are
sexless ; and that the sex of the body is an incident of
gestation. | No‘civilization known to man* has ever
risen to any great-heights, or long maintained its |

- supremacy, that debased woman. The Secret Doc-

trine demonstrates with upmistakable clearness that
sexual debasement in any form is the highway of de- |
generacy and destruction ‘of both man and woman; /

and of Nations quite as certainly as of individuals.

Ever since the. time of Atlantis, the true’ Adepts and
- Masters have been the keepers of the Great Lodge.
These Masters have taught the Secret Rehg:ons and
true Science. The ancient goveraments wo. %
iarcha!; (See I’...J.o:, of Atiantis by Dr. T.'h._' i
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Initiate seeks to control any people or- office, the
people seek the Initiate. “We seck no man, but man
seeks us.” Power came not from the people, but
from the possession of supreme knowledge, and this
knowledge, continually exercised and exemplified,
was the badge of office and the sign of authority. To
such a Priesthood the people rendered most willing
obedience. The doors of Initiation were open, then
as at this time, to all who had evolved the capacity to
“Know, to Dare, to Do, and to Keep Silent,” in re-
.gard to that which should not be prematurely re-
vealed.

With the Light of the Great Lodge stand:ng in the
midst, the Religion of the people was a perfect repre-
sentative of Science and Philosophy, in which super-
stition and idolatry found no place, hence the
symmetry in all the Old Wisdom-Religions. There
was really but one Secret Doctrine, but in later times,
many Nations had the same Philosophy, but each
Nation had its own Grand Supreme Lodge

The religions of Egypt_and Chaldea, as has been
stated, had back of them the same Secret Doctrine,
or Mysteries; as had been taught in the Great Lodge

" of Atlantis, for it was from there that they were trans-
planted to Egypt, India, Asia and other countries.
This religion was both Scientific and Philosophical
- Egypt and Chaldea repeated the folly of India, and
perished, with the exception of a few Initiates- who
remained true, with the degradation of their religion.
The few who remained true to their vows kept the
Secret Doctrines in the Secret Archives of the
Temples and Masters like Hermes, Zoroaster, Con-
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ceeded by the “Holy Inquisition,” a religion of tor-
ture and bloodshed. History is full of pretenders in
Occultism and Mysticism. ° Pretension alone is a
" sign of ignorance, and the proposition to “sell the
truth” is always a sign of fraud. “Every man is
worthy of his hire,” the teacher must be paid for his
work. The publisher for his books, but for the teach-
ings no price can be paid in current coin. There are
many names in history that have been covered with
obloquy, and their possessors charged with fraud and
- imposition; who were genuine Adepts. The secker
should distinguish betwéen self-conviction that comes
from the ‘pretender’s own mouth aﬁd those accusa-
tions. that come from‘other’s and are unsupported by
_evidence. As a fact, the true Master or Initiate,
never, under any circumstances, makes the claim that
he is such.. The man or woiman that openly claims to be
either an [nitiate, an Adept, or a Master, is never such,
but is siniply a pretender. The pretender is usually
lodded with honors and found rolling in wealth, as
the reward of deceit and lying. 6f fraud and corrup-
tion, which he is shrewd enough to conceal from the
masses but which he can never ‘hide from an In-
itiate or. Master.. Man betrays his character, his
heredity, his ideals, and all his past life in every linea-
ment of his face, in the pose of his body, in his gait, in
the lines of his hands, in.the tonés of his voice and in
the expression of his eye especially. No man pos-
sesses character. Character is that which he s, and
not something apart from himself. One need not be
a Master to discover all this; he needs only to
observe, to think, and to reason on what he sees. The
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shape the destinies of Nations.* They are working
to-day in the West as they have never done before.
They are enabled to work now, because the ground
has been prepared for them by “He who knows,” and
Masonry, although it has lost the Key to its own
Mysteries, has done much to bring this about. How
much more could Masonry do should it find the Key
to its Mysteries? Truly, no one would be able to
~ guess, '

* See the *‘‘Beauntiful Philosophy of Initiation’’ by Count
St. Vincent, for full information concerning this point.
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deserts of error. It is further charged that we have
{certain quite extraordinary Esoteric, or Secret Doc-
trines.” -We admit the fact, and the animus is ap-
parent from that other fact, namely, ‘that these Secret
Doctrines are only divulged to the pure, virtuous, and
worthy.” OQur assailants failed.in all their schemes to
penetrate these Mysteries, and the-inference is plain,
nor can even the disaffected fail to see ‘the reason
why!” Now, howcver, we herewuh prescnt some of
these ‘Secret Doctrines.’ ... ...

Holding, as we do, that Diety dwells within the
cryptic portals of the luminous worlds, and that the
lamp that lights it is Love S wpreme.

We hold that no powwer ever comes to man through
the intellect.. .. .That Goodness alone is Power, and
‘that-that pertains to the heart only, hence that Power
comes only to the;Soul through Love (not lust, mind
- you, but. Lowe), the underlying, Rrimal Fire-Life, sub-
tending the. bases ‘of Being,—the formative ﬂowmg

~“floor of the worlds,~—the true sensing of which is the

beginning of the road to perconal power. . Love lieth
at the foundation, and is the synonym of life and
strength and clingingness... f :

Holding, as we do, that D:t-ty dwcila within the
~ Shadow, beliind the evcrlas_tmg Flame,—the amazing
- glories of which minds have confounded with the .
very God,—we declare Al things, especially the human
Soul, to be a form of Fire: that-man is not the only in-
telligence in nature, but that there .are, and the aerial
spaces abound with, multiform intelligences, having
their conscious origin in Aeth, as man has his-in mat-
ter; and that there are grades of these, towering away
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the chasmal steeps to save, succor, and assist the
wearers, just as a good brother here flies to the relief
of him who shall gwe the grand haihng—sagns of dis-
tress
God the Soul of the Umversc is positive heat,

Cefes::al ‘Fire; the aura of Deity (God-od) is Lowve, the
prime element of all power, the external Fire-sphere,
* the mformmg and formative pulse of matter. The in-
duction is crystalline;; for. it follows that whoso hath
most love,—whether its expression be coarse or fine,
cultured ‘or rude,— hath, therefore, most of God in
him or her; the element of time being competent to
the perftctlon of all reﬁnmg mﬂuences over the ocean,
if not upon the hither side....... H

From the quotations made of the Rosmrucian
Manifesto, it will be plain to the student that the Fire-
Philosophy is the very foundation of the Fraternity
which® was founded in the Temple of Atlantis and has
continued, under various names, up to the present
tlme. An Rosicrucian says:—

Just:cc is so late of arrival to all orig‘inal thinkers
—the terms of prejudice, and of astonishment (not in
the good sense), are so long in falling off from pro-
found researches—that, even now, the Rosicrucians—
in other words, the Paracelsians or Magnetists—are

‘totally ignored as the arch-chemists, to whose deep
thoughts, and unrelaxing labors, modern science is
indebted for most of its truths. As astrology (not the
juggles of the stars, but the true exploration, seeking
the method of being, and of working, of the glittering
habitants of space): as astrology was the mother of
astronomy, so is the lore of the Hermetic Brethren
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a part of the Rosicrucian system. a branch of that

Fraternity. Their teachings concerning Fire are

identical with the Rosicrucian Doctrine cencerning
samae,  There is but a slight difference in the founda-
tion of these Ortlers and that difference is to be found
in their doctrine of “Conservation of Energy,” ac-
cording to their teachings: “Fire is at once the great
purifier and separator of clements. It is hell for
devils, but on the pure spirit it works no injury. For
pure spirit is also the spirit of the Fire. The"whole
world must be purified by Fire or the inténsity of true
1Love for thc new dispensation. When we recall the
fact that [ire Spirit is alzo Love,"we see what love
really is. and will be to us aml the whole world.

“Like all uther things he touches, the undewlupcd
man Ipis constantly®acted to draw down, everything
belonging to the highest conception of sex. e for—
gets it is the direct emanation of the Divine creative
thought.  All the highest, purest, and swectest
thought leads up to the manifestation of the sex con-
condition and sex forces, as the Alpha and Omega of
both desire and fulfillment. It holds within itself, the
whole Divine statement of Being: “and God said : Let
there be and there was.” In it are life and death; the
out-putting and in-drawing.”

“All the great lessons of living and acting are held
in this three-lettered word of unperfected activity.
The Law of Love—God expression in man, holds its
basis of manifestation on the healthy activity of the

. sex function. The beginning and the end of life, if we

so will it, is held here. The moment of conclusion is
the beginning of life. It is also the moment of death

P
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meaning, is the ‘Mystic Northern sacrifice, and the
attestation, in its multitudinous blazi:ié’ candles, to
the Genius or God of the Fire. The toys representing
all the things of man, and of the earth, which are sus-
pended, among the boughs, in its mythic light, are the
sacrifice of all the good things of the world, and all
the products of the Creative Fiat, as in surrender and
acknowledgement, back to the Unknown Living
Spirit, or Immortal Producer, who hath chosen Fire
as his symbol and his shadow. i

“Tf the reader will refer to the crest of His Royal
Highness Prince Albert, he will find the Mystic,
Magic horns distinctly set up. The reproduction of
the ever-recurring symbol which is recognizable as
horns, wings; or otherwise in the head-pieces of his
ancestors of the North, The rough Runic soldiers
who, in their barbarian‘incursions, overturned (in the
Roman beliefs), and buried in the ruins of the impire,
a faith identical, in its secrets, with their own. All-
ignorant of the fact that the symbols of both spoke
but the same tale, the original, Magic, Fire-Faith.

- “The laurel-wreath around the head of heroes and
emperors—acccrdcd alone to the great conquerers,
the Imperator, or the poet (majestic Triplicate!), not
only mark out the line, and denote the place of the
organs of the highest intellectual and god-like facul- -
ties in the brows of the human being, but prove the
knowledge of the ancients of phrenology, and repre-
sent the original starry radins—that which symboli-
cally invests the head of all the gods. It speaks the
Spirit-Flame or radius—magnetic and supernatural—
intensifying to its real magico-generative power in a
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was by spells, as spirit-visages were only to be won to the
sight, or through enchantments.’

It has already b¥en shown that both Krishna and
Orpheus taught.the Christian Mysteries. Buddha,
another founder of Religion, also taught these Mys-
teries and the Secret Doctrine, ahd Buddhism is
nothing short of Fire Philosophy,

“The subject of Buddhism is the obscurest in the
whole round of learned inquisition.” Says Hargrave
Jennings: “This old, and (heyoml all measure) the
broadest and thé sublimest of all the ‘religions of the
East ;—this ancient and really philosophical belief—
demands a capacity to grasp abstractions beiore its
principles‘can be understood. Men who argue from
effect to cause—men who apprehend cause at all—
that is, cause as:gathered from an experience de-
rivable from being;—cannot but fail in attaining to
the disclosure of it. Materialism is a constant charge -
urged upon the Buddhist. In one sense, materialism
is correctly assured of him. For Buddism denounces
all’being, apart from form, as impossible, It is the
purest Spinozism. It is identical with it. As all forms
of true philosophy—whether Grecian, Egyptian,
Eastern—all that rest upon a truth that, in this sense
is truer than pature,~—must rest upon Spinozism.....

“Accepted with" the literal eye, the tenets of the
Indian theology, in referencé to its Buddhist ground-’
work, appear to present the usual average of mytho-
logic fabling. But we judge upon the means of ex-
pression, not upon the thing expressed. That, in the
very terms of expression, has escaped. As the recon-
cilement of that which ‘knows no sense,’ with ap-
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expression; whose changes, whose decay, whose re-
commitment into new forms is as the ceaseless re-
volvement .of the Inexpressible Glory. Through the
sea-floors and their multitudinous mimic continents,
fruitful of moving life, fecund with their tree-growths
and their semi-sylvan, semi-oceanic vegetation;
through the clouds of the seas that rest or roll over
them, through which speed the winged ships as
golden (sunlighted) specks; through the hollow-
crusted earth and its ridged rocks—earth torn and
battered like a battle-beaten man of Eternal War, as
‘it circles its resounding way amidst the roads of the
lighted stars, ‘baring’ to the changing Sun, and to
the cold, renewing moon, its ploughed side, globing
up, still defiant, with the wounds of the contentions
of the centuries and with the retardation of the space-
forces ;—through the ‘built-work’ of Nature, in short,
runs the ever coursing Inner Spirit, which forces, in
its stupendous track (comet-like) the bordering mat-
ter into Flame—to Life.

“Is not all the world a woven tissue—wizard-
colored—of which the creative sun  strikes the
spangles into sparkling; stains, prismatically, with the

,.rcsc-hues of being, or the blues of decay—or, rather,
change? Roars not old -ocean with his caves; as the
Nereid music swelleth or sinketh, to fascination,
loudly or faintly through ‘its shell? Fires, and
smokes, and springs, and steam’attest the attenuate
. bulk, spun through the hands of the Great Magnetic
Life, or by the power of the Earth-God, into tissues.
What is as the core, and the mighty heart of the great
world, but the spouting Fire? What are the mag-
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that matter or mind—as thie superflux—as the sum of
sensations, or as natural and unreal shows of their
various kinds—were piled, as layer on layer, or tissue
on tissue, on this immutable and Immortal floor or
ground-work of Divine Flame, the Soul of the World.

Such is the magnificent view of the Buddhists of
Creation. Is it any, wonder that it has more votaries
than any other system of Religion? Fire, Love—God,
is the founddation of this Philosophy,,as of all other
true Philosophies and it is for this reason that it must
endure forever, until Universal Brotherhood is a fact.

The emotion, intensity, mind-agitation, thought,
according to the powers of the unit or the lifting
heavenward :—or*as the dots or dimples in the ever-
flowing onwave of being: were—to speak in the
familiar sense—“as impressions down,” perhaps
through and through its*covers, upan this living floor
of Spiritual Flame. The escape of which was the
magnetism—magnetism of the body: supersential
force, or miracle, of the spirit. !

“The Paracelsists or Theosophists of the sixteenth
century were also Fire-Philosophers and were known
as such., Theosophy we have at the present day
although their teachings may be slightly changed at
this time.

“The Fire-Philosophers, or Ph:fosaphs per ignems,
were a sect of Philosophers who appeared towards
the close of the sixteenth century. They were known
throughout évery country of Europe and declared
that the intimate Essences of natural things were
only to be known by, the trying effects of Fire, di-
rected in a chemical process. The Theosophists, also,



OF THE LIVING FIRE 83

Hargrave Jennings, the Rosicrucian and Philoso-
pher, says: “We may thus sum our historical ex-
amination. That, at every turn of our inquiry, we
meet Light. At every cross-road, as it were, of our
laborious journey—of our philosophical pilgrimage—
we encounter this pertinacious and ever-following
Light. Not only at birth, but as taking a prominent
part in the torch-celebration at marriage, and again,
and more impressively, at death and in the cere-
monials of sepulture, the panthom of Light never
fails. It is the more dimly or the brighter—the more
gloriously and the more cheerfully celebrant, or the
more awfully full everywhere disclosed. As every-
thing, it must—though disguised—be everything?
What may mean this concentrate, Resplendent
Fifure? This ever-following myth? This terrible,
and yet this greatly Grand Angel, found at the couch-
side at our birth, accompanying us, as the best and
most distinct sacrifice, to the altar of presentation,
where our mother bows in her thanksgivings to the
Holy God who has helped her in her time of need;
and who has equally made birth, and life, and death,
and as equally vouchsafed safety in each and all?
What is this that presseth in—chiefest of guests—at
our marriages, in all the splendor of his yellowest
glow; and waiting, with his face shrouded, with his
pale lights and abounding in ghostly tapers—though
in the glory of the hope of heaven!—at that last,
solemn scene, where the very cause of the sable
royalties—black (imperial, then, alike to poor and
rich in the common Spirit-threshold upon which we
all stand)—is as the smallest, and very often the:
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as from that next-loosest of matter—water, the only
possible symbol for a rite. Man is delivered into the
farther, supé-rnatural, airy changes, where matter
ceases—Iloosening utterly from above him. And,
then, the Spirit of Fire, begins, taking up the matter-
undulations.” This is the freedom into the foundation,
or inspiring Light ;—the Nirvana of the Buddhists ;—
the God Flame of the Magi;—the Holy Spirit of the
Christians ;—the everything, out of this state, and
the nothing in it, of all religions. Life—nay, all ex-
istence—being considered as a Purgatory of a severer
or a more assuasive order. And, therefore; being
evil—or God's Shadow—for the.very reason of its
being Life—or consciousness at all. All conscious-
ness being defect—all the outside world being evil.

This is the Mystic meaning of that text in the Holy
Testament where St. John declares: “I.indeed bap-
tize you with water unto repentance: but he that
comes after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am
not worthy to bear: he shall b'}ptwe you with the Holy
Ghost, and with Fire.”

“This.is not an attempt to restore to Superstition
its dispossessed pedestal,but to replace the Supernatural
upon its abdicated throne. Also to discover what the
nature of this Fire should-be, which seems to have
been the thing earliest worshipped in the world, and
continued traces of which worshipsurvivenot only over
all Europe, but in all other countries. Fire Philosophy
is the foundation of all religions, it is the wery phil-
osophy of the Soul, of Love and of God. Without
Fire there could be no existence. God, Love and the
Soul are all the one and same thing—the Living Fire.
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were neither unaware nor regardless of the fact of
other planes of existence upon the earth. For thous-
ands of years they strove earnestly to better all states
of their fellowmen by imparting a knowledge of the
truth,

“By the silent thought the whole people were lifted
grade by grade as rapidly as-they could assimilate the
instructions which are of so much influence and as-
sistance in the duties and pleasures of life. Just as
- fast as they could be educated to perceive these facts,

they were advanced in the scale of existence.

“It is true of all peoples, nations, kindreds and
tongues, that in proportion as the lower classes rise
from a given starting point towards the Light, the
force generated (vibrations set in motion) by their
action will lift those who are sensitive and fit still
farther above them. It is better to be the wise men
of a nation of Philosophers than the learned of a race
of cringing slaves. K

“It is not strange, therefore, that these of whom
I speak should have held the mightiest secrets of the

“universe in their keeping. It was not strange that
the trackless wastes of water in Unknown secas be-
came to them familiar paths, nor that the mysteries
of the earth, of the air and of all Nature were at their
command. The archives of all' ancient nations,
carved in their books of stone, speak clearly and truly
of them. In Egypt, in Assyria, in India, are found
the same inscriptions, conveying the same knowl-
edge, that is to-day locked up in the ruined cities cov-
ered by the forests of thousands of years in Yucatan.
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spite oi opposing force, still gain spiritual elevation’
for themselves, are richer in strength and force. This

is the result of the discipline acquired in the overcom-

ing of the natural obstacles of their environment.

The harder the battle the move important the victory. So

.long as Atlantis obeyed the law that makes all men
gods in wisdom, so long it prospered mightily. But

there came at last a,time when they ‘who_had the

knowledge only in trust, permitted themselves to-
think, to wish and to plan for Grasping the absolute

control of the whole world. Inthis they'sought to climb-
into the seat and place of the Supreme. Beyond. the

earth lics only the wniverse.  The'lesser is but the result
of the greater. ‘

“The One denies no- one knowledge. Whoever
seeks to take from it, its authority, its supremacy,
thus attempting arrogation or absorptian into the
Oneness m any other than the appointed ways which
lie open to all created beings, shows a taint of grossness
suspiring the desire, surely provecative of swift destruc-
tion. They who had thus planned were powerfnl far
beyond the conception of the mortal, holding at their
option all the sccrets of Nature save one, that one
embracing the Infinite supremacy of the one.

“These leaders had freely scattered knowledge
abroad upon the earth. By self denial and long train-
sng they had attained, and yet at almost the supreme
moment, dazzled by the brightness of the Illumination,.
they looked once again toward self., From their
memories facded out the unchanging law: ‘Thus far
and no. farther, shalt thou go’ The ceaseless break-
ing of the waves of the mighty sea against the silent
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“Thus knowing the inuer, behold the outer. The
sun rises in its eastern splendor. The mighty  mil-
lions who dwell in palaces and temples, in luxury and
frugality, dream not of nor can they understand the
word of the Omnipotent, already spoken and gone
forth whereunto it was sent. They awake to their life
of case and pleasure with the self-assurance that the
thing existing hitherto will still continue to be, In
their hearts they say: ‘llave we not compelling power
and force? Sufficient for the day is the evil there-
of.” They pass on, without concern, to their usual
affairs. Clouds begin to interrupt the clearness of
the sky. They deepen and darken. The uncontroll-
able, elemental storm of the tropics, after years of
durance, has burst jts prisoning fetters. The peaple
are awed by the terrifig intensity of the outburst, but
comfort their hearts with the idea that it will pass
on as it has hitherto done. They know not that the
sceptre had slipped from the hands of the former rul-
ers, who, within the chambers of the Three, Five and
Seven, in the great tower of the temple, now lie
prone upon their faces, heroically awaiting the un-
rolling of the book of just judgment. The cyclone be-
comes a continuous storm of day after day. The
rocking earth vibrates beneath their feet, and
trembles with each new blast of the mighty forces of
Nature, wind-enveloped, drawn here by human will,
and now uncontrolled. The waters of the sea invade
the land. Lashed on by the fierce currents upon their
surface, the tides seem to be mounting higher and
higher. It is now known that it was the sinking of
the land, and not the rising of the water, which for
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they are again to be: permitted to pass out of the
valley of that shadow into the possibility of new ex-
perience, li.fe, and knowledge. None but he who has
lived under the awful shadow can understand what it
is to exist outside of the Love currents of the uni-
verse, enveloped in the separating displeasure of the
Almighty. "Such is the condition of those who seek sel-
fish interest in' preference ‘to the good and pleasure of
others. - :
“Such is the stm'y of the lost At]ant:s a world in
which men had reached earthly perfection, in which
all power was given to them but the power to stand
face to face with God." This they could not do nor
can any man. They were'not satisfied with their
mighty power and as is the case with many Masters
of the present day, they try to rend the veil that sepa-
rates them from the mighty presence of God, and—
- ruin and abso[ute loss of power is the result. The
story of Atlantis is to be a warning to. all of those
who would travel the Occult pass.- ‘Thus far and
no farther, may thou go.” "It is well that all men
should be careful for what purpose they use the
power after-they are once master of'it, once they use
it for selfish purposes, all is lost. =

“In our preserit incarhation we study to recall -the
~ ancient teachings and methods’of use in' our, unfold-
ing, knowing that we gathered from out the ‘Golden
Age’ the ‘One’ Word, One’ Principle, One Truth,’
- which will last as long as Eternity. Yet, in each in-
carnation, we must recall the wisdom already gained,
- and add new’ experiences as we%contmuc in the grand
march of evolution. Therefore the new is built vt =7
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flourished more or less according to the liberty al-
lowed the Artist and the state of respect in which he
was held by his fellowman.

“Little can be tracml concerning the Arts and Sci-

ences of Atlantis, therefore allow me to quote some-
thing that has been revealed. Our own race, the
Aryan, has naturally achieved far greater results in
almost every direction than the Atlantians. Where
they failed to reach our level, the records of what they
did accomplish are of interest as representing the
high-water mark which their tide of civilization
reached.  On _the other hand, the character of the
. scientific achievements in which they did outstrip us
are of so dazzling a nature that we are hcw:!dered by
such uncequal development. .
- “The Arts and Sciences, as pmcmed by the first
two Races, were, of course, crude in a degree. The
history of the Atlantians, as of the Aryan race, was
interspersed with periods®of progress and decay.
Eras of culture were lost in lawlessness, during which
their artistic and scientific development was lost ; be-
ing succeeded by civilization reaching to still higher
levels.

“Architecture, sculpture, painting and music were
all cultivated in Atlantis. From what has been
gathered from nations in the near Past in regard to
the development of Music, we cannot expect that the
Atlantians . reached to any degree of perfection.
Their instruments undoubtedly were of the most
primitive type; the music at the best was crude.

“One thing is certain, that the Atlantians were fond
of color, and brilliant hues decorated both-inside and
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through the spirit of harmonious vibration the desire
for one Church or Temple, the Temple of Universal
Brotherhodd.. This would call for the magnificent
structures of the far distant Past. But a greater sense
of beaut) would be marked as a gift from the ages of
training, and simplicity would be the key note.

“The history of Art in Egypt, which is a continuing
history of Atlantis, may be divided into two periods,
each subject to various changes and revolutions.
What took 'place during the reign of Hyksos, or
Shepherd Kings, and during the period of the Israel-
ites’ captivity, or the immediate generations, preced-
ing the eighteenth ‘dynasty, or that of Rameses the
Great, who lived about fourteen centuries before the
birth of the Master, Jesus of Nazareth, mmay be con-
sidered the first beginning of Egyptian Art, of which -
we know nothing bevond what is said in the book of.
Genesis and the account in Exodus. Both must be
understood in their literal sense. .

“Pliny tells us, according to their own accounts, thc
Egyptians were masters of painting full 6,000 years
before it passed from them to the Greeks. The Arts
of Egypt was purely symbolic in its principles and
historic in its practice ; and was the tool of a hierarchy
and its artist the slaves of superstitions. Egyptian
hieroglyphics appear to be simply records, social, re-
ligious, and political. Egyptian painting was ac-
cordingly more of a symbolic writing than a liberal
art. ! )

“The architectural remains that have attracted so
much notice in Egypt during the last century are
scattered along both sides of the Nile, for a distance
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portion, and construction. The portrayal by pencil or
brush can convey but a faint idea of the perfected city. .
As the city stands to-day, it is like a city of giants,
who, after a long conflict, have been all destroyed,
leaving the ruins of their various temples as the only
proofs of their existence.

“The Temple'of Luxor (it was in this temple that
the Grand Lodge of Initiates always met) stands on a
‘raised platform of brickwork covering more than
2,000 feet in length and 1,000 in breadth. It is the
one that interests the members of all Ancient Orders,
_ especially so all'the members of those Orders that

worshipped at the.Shrine of the Secret Fire, more than
perhaps any other, and stands on the eastern bank of
the Nile. Itisin a very ruined state, but records say
the stupendous scale of its proportions almost takes
away the sense of its incompleteness. Up to about a
quarter of a century ago, the greater part of its
columns in the interior, and part of the inner sanctu-
ary remained, but the outer walls had been removed
after falling, for use elsewhere.

“This Temple (which figures more or less in the
history of the different Occult of Mystical Orders as
all originally come from one source and that source
‘Atlantis, from the Atlantian Fire Worshippers), was
founded by Amenothis III, who constructed the’
southern part, including the heavy colonnade over-
looking the river; but the world is indebted to
Rameses II for the remaining portion, but destruc-
tion unfortunately conceals this fact. The chief en-
trance to the Temple looked to the East; while the
Holy Chamber at the upper end of the plan op-
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Arts. Yet, as strange as it may seem, we do not
know with any certainty, either its history or its
chronology. It surpassed, in its astonishing archi-

tecture, all other nations that have existed upon the )

earth and yet the greater power and beauty which be-
longs to intellect was scarcely to'be traced. \
“In those times, the armies of Egypt went forth to
conquer and subdue the known physical world. But
the knowledge and potency that found rest and cul-

ture at Atlantis, Luxor, and Elephantis, so permeated

and controlled all nations that records of experiences,
becoming knowledge, have been preserved even.to
the present day. So deeply were they impressed upon

the unscen, that they returning upon their cycles of de-

velopment, have been considered by .our age, as

original inventions and discoveries,  The .earth-born
forget nothing so’easily.as wisdom, or,its possession.,

The Thl’lCL Wise said: “There is nothing new under.
the sun.” But intour day, when instead of the best
men and soldiers of a nationality coming forth from
fair and beautiful cities, arrayed for the conquest, the
armies of E;:,ypts.and Chaldea are swarming from out
the unscen. They are overrunnmg all countries where
there is spn-mual L|ght and’ Life’ enough-to give them
assurance ofﬂ.suﬁielentfadvaneement 1o warrant their
mearnatlon.} Tht.}* are, hamperecl by the customs and
restrictions ‘of ‘thel mortal laws, and, their own strlct'

regard’ for,all law. . 1f thére was one, thmg more than

another th'u. an '«Egypttan respected and vencrated, it

was ‘the lawesunder which“he lived;. the symbols of

:authority upon the throne and the sign of Spiritual
Presenee in the' temple. -Urged on, however, by the
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for yourself that which shall make the path of
those who follow you easier? We haove, in our Ar-
chives, the Mysteries, are you ready to receive them? As
Egypt in the olden time, when her star of g!ary‘ was the
highest, was mistress of the world, so now may you be full
of potency and power, Masters of the good, ready to lead
on and place'on record the conditions needed to bring about
the opening again of that which was lost to those who are
now crying, hungering, end thirsting for the truth.

“The true Egyptian knows whatever was lost, has
not disappeared, in the sense of being destroyed, bflt
is simply veiled. The Veil of Isis is thrown over it,
and no arm since that time, has been strong enough,
potent enough, will-ful enough to tear it aside. The
land of Egypt lhes desolate, the stranger treadeth
within her gates, desolation broods over her temples,
her palaces, her cities, and the Archives and treasures
of Incomparable knowledge. How long, O sons of
Egypt! Brothers of the one family! Sons of the
One! will you refuse or think it of little moment to
take concerted and united ‘action, that there may come
to Light once again all the beauty and gran'dcur. ;_all
the potency and knowiedge that have been waiting
thousands of years, for the time and times when you
should once more be upon earth. We, in our Secret
Archives hold the documents and the Mysteries of the
temples. Are you ready to receive these Mysteries? Shall
the cycles move on. and you having accomplished your
pilgrimage, go hence snto the Unscen leaving all unre-
vealed that might have come to you ; and Yhus all the world

" to await the unfolding of another cycle? You are face to
face with all that ever has been. The means are in your
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ing of opposition that grows stronger and stronger,
as we increase our own momentum of individuality.
To this condition, by the very essence of its existence
is necessarily drawn “all other discordant forces.
Singly, they hold, perhaps, but little energy, but like
grains of sand, in united action, can weigh tons. It is
strange how long it has takén man to learn this lesson
of unity from the physical world; but as he will not let
go of his physical, and look towards the spiritual side
of himself, he must receive the chastisements that are
" the inevitable consequeni¢e. When he does come to
the time and place, where from the spiritval side of
himself. he perceives a new viéw from his contempla-
tion. This does not Help self as a center of action or
a starting point of, force; but it holds ‘out; it makes
unity of harmionious actron the main spring of all life.
The “words of the wise” to man, conscquentl\- ring
and echo with injunctions to him of the important
import: “Obey the law—the word of the Supreme
Will.” “Do the will of the Father.” These reiterated
words of advice are forever reverberating through the
arches of space. The more we declare we will not
obey, but will follow our own short-sighted inclina-
tions in the direction of our desire and pleasure, the
more we shall be sure to become tangled in savagery.
Here we run against the 1mmutabic law brmgmg up—
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thousands of years, for the time and times when you
should once more be upon earth. We, in our Secret
Archives hold the documents and the Mysteries of the
temples. Are you ready to receive these Mysteries? Shall
the cycles move on and you having accomplished your
pilgrimage, go hence nto ‘the Unseen leaving all unre-
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ing of opposition that grows stronger and stronger,
as we increase our own momentum of individuality.
To this condition, by the very essence of its existence
is necessarily drawn ‘all other discordant forces.
Singly, they hold, perhaps, but little energy, but like
.grains of sand, in united action, can weigh tons. It is
strange how long it has takén man.to learn this lesson
of unity from the physical world ; but as he will not let
go of his physical, and look towards the spiritual side
of himself, he must receive the chastisements that are
the inevitable consequence. When he does come to
the time and place, where from the spiritual side of
himself, he perceives a new viéw from his contempla-
tion. This does not Help sell as a center of action or
a starting point of, force; but it holds out; it makes
unity of harnionious action the main spring of all life.

The “words of thé wise” to man, consequently ring
and echo with injunctions to him of the important
import: “Obey the law—the word of the Supreme
Will.” Do the will of the Father.” These réiterated
words of advice are forever reverberating through the
arches of space. The more we declare we will not
obey, but will follow our own short-sighted inclina-
tions in the direction of our desire and pleasure, the
more we shall be sure to become tangled in savagery.
Here we run against the immutable law, bringing up-
on ourselves, the condign punishment or pain, by
which only our animality can be trained. Itis we and
not God who is benefitted by our conformity to law—
that natural order of things. Thus we as animals,
have been and are gradually forced to perceive that
the potency of united action is the only way by which
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is, a token of piety from the King who erected it in
order to deserve the favor of the Gods.

“The Egyptlan Temples are always dedicated to
three:Gods—a Triad. The first is the male principle.
Second; the female principle. Third, the offspring of
the two. Creator, creating, and creation. Thus the
three Deities are blended into.one, expressing no be-
- ginning or end. . We thus prove that the Ancient

Mysteries were taught and celebtated First, in At-
‘lantis; "Second, in Egypt; Third,. in- Elephantis.
These proofs we have. In all of the Temples.of these
places the Fire Philosophy was taught as it has been

throughout all the Secret Orddrs since the time of
Ancient Atlantis. Of the Fire Philosophy of Atlantis,

Egypt-and India, ot much can bé said in a history as
. they are ‘secret and not to be divulged to tlie profane.
Only a sniall part of these instructions may be quoted
from the secret manuscript in order to prove that such
was theé philosophy, of the ancient Masters.

“Each _spark contains the Flame consciousness be-
longing to every soul, which evolves finally into mani-
festation. In it, and under all, rests the eternal Es-
sence, the Never-Dymg Flame, which. once lighted,
(Soul awakened) bridges the Eternal Past with the
Eternal Future.. It is the Life Existent, the Soul of
Fire. It is the Only True Way, the Infinite God.

The Mighty Spirit of the Flame has no destructive
essence within itself. But it holds all power, by Di-
vine commission, to create the light that glorifies and
uplifts everything that it. shines upon. The central
Fire (God) radiates to the circumference and there
touches the periphery of all its existence. Again re-
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The essential cssence of the flame is Life—God. If Fire is
God and God is Love, the esscntial Fire must be Love and
thus we can only find the Fire through Love and God
through the Firc., The manifested Fire can sweep away
all man's possessions, and destroy*his body, but the Es-
sence droppm g into the Secret Place of the Most High, the
maelstrom or vehicle, which holds Within ttsclf the Un-
seen charm of all existence, lights the Flame that makes
man Immortal. ;

“Wherever man worships, the lights burning upon
the altar, are symbolical of the Divine Energy, of
generation and regeneration. These flaming lights
encircle the most holy point of the ancient mosques.
They glow in ambient beauty about the Shrine of
saints and the churches of the Eternal Cities. They
burn constantly in -Mystic attestation before the
tombs of the Redeemers. -Always and everywhere,
they are and always have been, a silent witness and
sign to the Initiate, of the origin'and significance of
the Sun Worshippers.

Man seeing fire struck out from the cold, unyielding
flint, comes to believe, the coldest, hardest stone must
have a heart of fire. *All Nature is built upon the Divine
. Fire. The flagstone of matter shuts it down,'waiting
for “the’great Central Sun to drop a ray of fiery
essence'into the bosom of Mother Earth. It thereby
creates sufficient impulse to cause it to stream forth,
unwind its starry’limbs; and step into‘manifestation.
This fire descending upon the alter of Mother Earth
holds concealed as its ultimate, the Secret of Life.’

“The lily bulb contains the same forceful fire. It
possesses the Creative Energy to rise from the lowest
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material and perceptible form, is symbolized by the
enwrapping flame. Freed from its prison of limita-
tion and thus formless, it gives rebirth to- the spirit,
in"both the Seen and the Unseen worlds.

“The Firg God, the Beautiful, the Resplendent!  Con-
ceived in_the Land of Silence! "Boris out of the womb of
Mystery!  Thou “art the- Shadow of ‘the Shadowless!
Thou art the Causcless Cause! The existent God. We
worship not the Fire, b:fr that which. represents the Fire—
Love. :

“There is no power but Love, strong enough to
hold through all the complex problems of earth life.
It is Love that meets us as we cross th'_e threshold of
the narrow gate. It is Love that looks into our eyes,
as we close them in the last earthly sleep.: It is Love
that greefs us,"when the Gates of Paradise swing in-
ward for ‘our reception, after our long or: brief pil-
grimage -in the mortal realm, 'Love is that which
abides, and isjas eternal as God:. This i is the Love
that dte‘;’nol They ‘who love truly, can ‘easily and
cheerfully put aside sc]{ fot the Beloved. Whoever
returns to earth searchlng for who he'seek, can only
find and- rejoin them, i)v mtermg into this realm of
Ommpotencei Love.is'a gmdc which will never fail.
Love will’restore the lov u! ones to cach othér should
they ever be lost. =
" “Love,. the ‘Law,. ig its fulfil lmg, must hold for it-
self, both an inflowing and-an outﬂo\\lng current.
The ebb and flow of the life bleod, is svmbolical of
-the give and take of love in activity. He who loves,
lives in the highest realm of the all-life. He who
loves counts all things but loss, if he may but win and
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THE TEMPLARS AS FIRE-PHILOSOPHERS.

The great men and inquiring spirits among the
Templars® had penetrated to the very depth of the
mystery of the ever-living, supernatural Fire and
had taught it to their [nitiates as they had been
taught by the Saracens. It is supposable that, at the
suppression of this grand, warlike, and monastic
Order—so bound by the™injunctions of a secret
formula, which, in all the persecutions of the Camps
or Lodges, never appeared to the eyes of the world,
but was denied ;—many of the things of which they
were accused, such as Magical ceremonies and so-
‘called Pagan rites, wizard-trances and sacrifices, etc.,
were satisfactorily established (in their trials), as
matters of which they were indisputably guilty. We
_ know that they had their rites and ceremonies, but
we also know that these rites and ceremonies had a
different meaning from that interpreted by religious
fanatics and self-constituted investigators who knew
nothing of the Deeper Occult Sciences and who must
. be called the real Pagans and worshippers of Rome
and the golden-calf.

We know that there was nothing more in the de-
nouncement and extinction, at the same time, all over
Lurope of these religio-knightly or monastic- mili-
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" THE TEMPLARS AS FIRE-PHILOSOPHERS.

The great men and inquiring spirits among the
Templars® had penetrated to the very depth of the
mystery of the  ever-living, supernatural Fire and
had taught it to their Initiates as thev had been
taught by the Saracens. [t is supposable that, at the
suppression of this grand, warlike, and monastic
Order—so bound by the™injunctions of a secret
formula, which, in all the persecutions of the Camps
or Lodges, never appeared to the eyes of the world,
but was denicd;—many of the things of which they
were accused, such as Magical ceremonies and so-
‘called Pagan rites, wizard-trances and sacrifices, etc.,
were satisfactorily established (in their trials), as
matters of which they were indisputably guilty. We
. know that they had their rites and ceremonies, but
we also know that these rites and ceremonies had'a
different meaning from that interpreted by religious
fanatics and self-constituted investigators who knew
nothing of the Deeper Occult Sciences and who must
. be called the real Pagans and worshippers of Rome
and the golden-calf.

We know that there was nothing more in the de-
nouncement and extinction, at the same time, all over
Europe, of these religio-knightly or monastic- mili-
tary orders—in whose ranks fought, and taught, some
men of the most powerful, and most daring, under-
.standing of the period—than the jealousy of their
power, and fear of their influence and the desire of
their riches and worldly accumulation. We know that
secret and forbidden. studies (as in all Fraternities)
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stitious and ignorant age; of which, incontestably,’
they were far forward), they paid the usual penalty of
their great knowledge in being decried and burnt as ‘
magicians, Simply because the time was not pre-
pared—if, indeed, any time can be—for that which
they could tell. They, and their wholé body, there-
fore, appeared;iin the exaggeratjons of the Church,
and ‘in the magnifying medium of the -terror which
their doings inspired, as thlrstmg for seemingly im-
possible things. Climbitig, as in their cowls and mail,
as by a storming ladder of presumptuously supposed
lightning-proof, steel, and under the mask and shield
of the Cross,’into the imagined, accursed (according
to the profane) chambers of the Magie, devilish Fire:

the treasure-house, or home, or Hell of the forbidden
' ‘gods, rich in all possible Etlereal and human splen-
dors! The Templars did only that which we, of the
present school are doing, only, the masses have be-
come more enlightened and while we may be accused
by the ignorant, persecutions are past and we have
better learned to be silent.

The famous Beauseant, or banner of the Templars,
‘was part-colored—that is, divided down the centre, in
“two halves of “black and white.” This figuring-forth
of the utterly opposed colors, is generally taken to

signify the immitigable hatred of the Templars for
the Infidels, but their abiding love and benignity to-
wards the Christians. This total friendship, or un-
compromising abnegation would be heraldically de-
noted in the perfect contrast of the black and white
halves, or “fields,” of the Templars’ ensign, divided
porti-per-pae.  But, when we remémber that the



OF THE LIVING FIRE oy
Chapters: the great body of the Knights being
“merely directed. i
In the persecutions of the Knights Templars, which
are generally known, a certain mystification and
secrecy may be, observed; as if the whole of the
charges against them were not brought out publicly.
This arose from various causes. The persecuted
were really very religious, and were bound by the
most solemn Masonic oaths (and Masonry was inti-
mately connected with these matters) not to divulge
the secrets of the Order. The impression is very
general that these persecutions were undertaken for
the sake of the wealth of the Order. This is not the
only reason, there were other, and deeper reasons.
Hate, jealousy and fear were of the greatest reasons.
The so-called: heathenish doctrines to which al-
lusion has been made, are visible everywhere in the
curious mystical figures always seen upon the monu-
"ments of the Templars; in- the fishes, bound to-
gether by the tails, in the tombs of Italy, and appear-
ing on the vaulting of the Temple Church, London ;—
in the astrological emblems on many churches,
such as the Zodiacs on the floor of the Church of
St. Irenacus at Lyons, and on a church at York, and
Notre Dame at Paris, and Bacchus, or the God 1. H:
S., filling the wine-cask, formerly on the floor of the
Church of St. Denis. Again, in the round Churches
of the Templars, in imitation of the round church at
Jerusalem, probably built by‘them in the Circular, or
Cyclar, or Gilgal form,-in allusion to various recon-
dite subjects, and in the monograms I H E'and X H
in thousands of places. We, of the present day, know
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The Teutonic Knights seem to have been the first
instituted. But it is thought that they were graften
upon a class of persons—charitable devotees—who
had settled themselves, as the historians say, near the
Temple at Jerusalem, to assist poor Christian pil-
grims who visited it; although the redl temple had
disappeared even to the last stone, for a thousand
years. This shows how little use these historians
make of their understandings. The Teutonic Knights
are said 'to have come from Germany, from the Teu-
tonic tribes. Let us hasten to relieve North Germany
from the weighty and undeserved honor: The word
Teut is Tat, and Tat is Buddha. The name of
Buddha, with some of the German nations, was’
Tuisto or Tuisco, derived from whose name comes
our day of the week—Tuesday. From Tuisto or
Tuisco came the Teutones, Teutisci, and the Teutonic
Knights, and the name of "Mercury Teuisco. Per-
haps, Mercury Trismegitus. '

The round church of Jerusalem, built by Helena,
the Mystic Helena (daughter of Coilus), mother of
. - Constantine, who was born at York, and the chapter-
house at _)’ork,f._a'nd at other cathedrals, were repro-
ductions of the’circular Stonehenge and Abury. The
choirs of many of the cathedrals in’ France and Eng-
land' are built crooked of the nave of the church for
the same reason, whatever that might be, that the
*-Druidical tem[%lc is so built at Classerniss in Scotland.

All the round thapter-houses of our Cathedrals were
built round for the same reason that the Churches of
the Templars were round. In these chapters and the
crypts, till the thirteenth century, the Secret Religion
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red mark of distinction, so the Knight of the Temple
wore a white mantle, zdorned with a red mark of dis-
tinction—the Red Cross. It is remarkable that they
were called “Illuminators.” And it is to be suspected
that the red mark of distinction, kept back as common
to both*Templars and Ishmaelites, was a red eight-
point cross, or a Red Rose on a Cross.

The Templars were accused of worshipping a be-
ing called Bahumid and Bafomet, or Kharuf. Von
Hammer says that this word, writterr in-Arabic, has
the meaning of “Calf,” and is what Kircher calls
Anima Mundi. It is difficult not to believe that this
“Kharui” is our “Cali.” The Assassins are said to
have worshipped a Calf. If these latter have a Calf
in use as an emblem, it may be justly considered as a
proof that, contrary to the prevailing ideas concern-
ing them, that they are a tribe of extreme antiquity ; (a
branch of'the Atlantians) which, though holding the
doctrine of the Ten Incarnations, yet still clings to
the ancient worship of Taurus. There is a picture, in
Russia, of the Holy I‘amlly, in which the Calf is found
instead of the Ram. A learned author pronounces
that the doctrines of the Assassins and the Templars
were the same.

All Temples were surrounded with pillars recording
the numbers of the constellations, the signs of the
Zodiac, or the cycles of the planets; and each
Templum was supposed, in some way, to be a micro-
cosm, or symbol, of the Temple of the universe, or of
the starry vault called Templum. It was this Tem-
plum of the universe from which the Knights
Templars took their name, and not from the indi-
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aman. They called themselves Unitarians. This f#-
gelligence universalle is the Logos, Rasir, or Buddha.

It would seem probable that the followers of Bem-
rillah were originally adorers of Taurus, or the Calf
of Calves, which they continued to mix with the other
doctrines of Buddha. It must be remembered that
this worship of the Calf is not to be taken in its literal
sense but, is only a symbol of the Lamb or Christos.
The hidden, Living Fire indwelling in all men and
coming from God—Lowe.

Chaldean implies Sabaean. (Another sect of Fire
‘worshippers or Fire Philosophers.) The word Chal-
dean is a corruption of the word Chasdim; and this is
most clearly the same as the Colida, and Colchida,
and Colchis of Asia, and as the Colidei and Culdees
of Scotland. Now all this, and the circumstances re-
lating to the Chaldees, often called Mathematici, tp
the Assassins, the Templars, Manichaeans, etc., being
<onsidered, the name of the Assassins, or Hasses-
sins, or Assanites, or Chasiens, or Alchaschisin, will
aot be thought unlikely to be a corruption of Chas-
dim, and to.mean Chaldees or Culdees, and that they
were comnected with the Templars. We can thus
trace them as in no other way. When the Arabic
emphatic article AL is taken from this hard word al-
chas-chischin, it is Chas-chis-chin. The Assassins,
were, also, called Druses or Druiseans. The learned -
author of the “Celtic Druids” states that he has
proved these Druses to be both Druids and Culdees.
In all accounts of the Assassins, they are said to hawe
existed, in the East, in considerable numbers. They
are, also, stated to have been found numerous by B.
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now held by any Order or Fraternity in the world at
this day. Sir John Malcolm says, Hassan Sabah, and
his descendants, were a race of Sophees, and that they
were of the sect of Battaneah, that is Buddha. They
were Templars, or Casi-deans, or Chas-di-im, or fol-
lowers of Ras or Masons.

The use of the Pallium, or sacred cloak, to convey .
the character of inspiration, was practiced by the
Imaums of Persia, the same as practiced by Elias and
Elishah (Eli-shah). And it is continued. by their fol-
lowers to this day. When a person is admitted to
the highest degree, he will receive the investiture with
the Pallium and the Samach. When the Grand-

. Seignior means to honor a person, he gives him a
pellise, a Pall, a pla, a sacred cloak, a remnant of the
‘old superstition, the meaning probably being quite
-forgotten. From this comes the word “palls” at our
“funerals. - “ ' ,

One of the names, which excites the greatest
curiosity as to its meaning, of the chief of the Assas-
sins, was}“Old Man oi the Mountain"—sencr de
montibus. The Buddwa of Scotland was called “bld
"man;” and Buddha, in India, means old man. The
opinion that the “Assassins were Buddhists receives
confirmation, in part, from ‘the :idea that he was

" reckoned as: representative of the “ancient of days.”
The representative idea, or form, or figure by which

. 'the Prophet speaks of the Divine . Intelligence—
#“Ancignt of days,” whose hair was wool, of a white’
color. But in Persian, ‘according to Sir John Mal-’
"colm, the word sofee means. both Wisdom and wool,
It is possible that from this idea we obtain the white
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ening about which strange subjects may have its
origin in the real, philosophic, unsuspected truth
which gives life to their meaning even for all time.
Romance sicver has life except for the truth which
underlics it,  With these Fires among the graves—
with the ultimate and funeral burning—with the pyre
of the classics and the Fire-immolations of the Ori-
entals—with the Sacred Fire of the Magi, and the’
cressets and the torches of the Christian Knightly
Fraternities, -we connect the Ever-Burning lamps.

. (always representing true Love and Immortality to

the Initiate but simply heathenism to the masses and
profane) of which we have archaological accounts,
and the suspected, Ishmaelitish, Bohemian or Fire-
Worshipping Mysticism, which is nothing but Fire,
or Love (God) worship, Harbored as the “strange
thing” among the cowles and stoles, amidst the
crosses and the books, and glancing, as the fiery
crested snake (which is but a symbol of Love or Fire
Wisdom) from among the resplendent arms of the
supposed (by the profane) renegade Templars.

To this striking object of tomb-Lights—incoherent
in any other view than as the attestation, through
the ages, of a Universal, though a Secret Faith,
Walter Scott accidentally (and unconsciously of its
meaning) makes reference when he adjures the dy-
‘ing lamps as burning—

+ ‘' Before thy low and lonely urn,
O gallant chief of Otter bourne ;
And thine, dark Kunight of Liddesfale!"

Of the “grave of the mighty dead,” Michael Scott, _
the wizard of such dreadful fame, he also says that,
within it— :
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There existed in.those secret societies, the dreams, .
trances, visions, magic-spells, magic-sight, which
made princes of the Seers. “It is in this secret
medium—whatever it may bc—whether con]ured out
of the capacity of man in the 1ntox1cat10n of narcotics,
through fumes, anointings, training, or lapsing out of
the prisoned sense into the un:mpnsoned sénse :—it
is in their new world that the explorers stumblc upon
unbelievable, though real, things. Of a piece with
the miraculous prevision obtameéd: by the Grand
Master of the Templars, in his agony, as noticed here-
after, was the following two instances of forecasting,
which, as far as can be affirmed by records; dare defin-
1te1y established. The Priestess: Phoennis, the
daughter of a Chaomc King, foretold the devasting
march of the Gauls, and the courts wh:ch they would
take from Europe to /isia, together with the destryc- -
‘tion of the cities, and this a ‘generation before the
event happened. The King Phrrhus had received an
oracular sentence—that he was destined ‘to die_ as
soon as he had seen-a wolf ﬁghtlng with a bull. The

- sentence was fulfilled ‘when in the market-place of
Argos, he saw a bronze group representing such a
combat. An old woman killed hlm by thrcwmg down
a tile from a house. ° ‘

* The Assassins, as a secret sect, had a kind of Uni-
versity among them. The course of instruction in
this university proceedéd, according to Macrisi, by
the following nine degrees.

The object of the first section of instruction, which
was long and tedious, was to infuse doubts and diffi-
culties into the minds of the aspirant, and to lead him
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between him and his successor; these helpers, as they
did not appear as public teachers, were called the
mute (samit), in contradistinction to the speaking law-
givers. The seven lawgivers were Adam, Noah,
Abraham, Moses, Jesus, Mohammed, and Ismail, the
son bf Jaaffer; the seven principal helpers, called
Seats (Soos), were Seth, Shem, Ismael the son of
Abraham, Aaron, Simon, Ali, and Mohammed, the
son of Ismail. It is-justly observed by the discerning
Hammer that, as this last personage was not more
than a century dead, the teacher had it in his power
_to fix on whom he would as the mute prophet of the
present time, and inculcate the belief in, and
obedience to, him of all who had not got beyond this
degree. -

The fifth degree taught that each of the seven mute
prophets had twelve apostles for the dlssemmat:on of
his faith.' The suitableness of this number also
proved by analogy. There are twelve signs of the
Zodiac, twelve months, twelve tribes of Israel, twelve
joints in the four fingers of each hand, and so forth.
This all proves that this school was founded on facts
that were absolute and not to be contradicted then or
at the present time.

In the sixth place, the disciple being carefully led
thus far, and his mind being duly prepared for what
followed, the Koran, and the precepts contained in
that book of authority, were once more brought
under consideration, and he was told that all the posi-
tive portions of religion, and all the facts of faith,
must be subordinated to the iaws of nature and recon-
ciled to the lights of philosophy, or be rejected as.
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idle dreams, having nothing to do with.the phil- ~
osopher, whose sight had been cleared by a magic
illumination, darkening or eclipsing, or overpowering,
or putting out the false light of the world. Even as the
light of day is drawn over the stars like a curtain.

" In this absolute laying-level of the barriers of right
and wrong,. the point of view became consistent as
showing that all actions should proceed, alone, from
the center point of se]f-pleasure in them, that power
was right and that rlght was power, and-that all laws
were imported only into the world as securing the
harmonious' going on of it. That, in the absolute
sense, there could'be no such thing as sin; that there-
fore, in the absolute sense, there could be no such
thing as punishment for it. . Therefore, that nothing
was to be feared on the score of conscience. Life
was as a weed. i,

. The ninth dnd laqt degree was that into which the
disciple transcended’ (in.this alarming sense), as see-
ing that, as nothing was to bc beheved everything
might be done.

VonHammer argues an identity between the two
orders, as he 5tyles ‘them, qf the Ishmae‘htes and the
Templars from the similarity of their dress, their in-
ternal organization, and their secret doctrine. The
color of the IChalifs of tjle"htmce of ‘Ommiyah was
white; hence the house of Abbas, in their contest
- with them, adopted black as their distinguishing hue.
Hassan ©abah, when he formed the institution of the °
fedavee, or the “Devoted to Death," assigned them a
red girdle or cap. The mantle worn by the members
of the Hospital was black.
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Knights Templars, in certain forms, has continued
down to the present day. The King of Portugal, in
his dominions, formed the Order of Christ out of the
Templars.” The Freemasons also were connected
with the ancient Templars; and there is a society,
bearing the name of Brethren of the Temple, whose
chief seat is at Paris, and its branches extend into
various countries, and into England. Jacques de
Molay, in the year 1314, in anticipation of his speedy
martyrdom, appointed Johannes Marcus Lormenius
to be his successor inthis dignity, and there has been
an unbroken, though secret, succession of Grand
Masters down to the present time. The secret doc-
trines of the Templars were:partaken of by the
Knights of the Order'of St. John of Jerusalem we
also have proof of. Signor Rossetti, who possessed
a very intimate acquaintance with the history of the
Hospitallers, maintains stoutly that there is much in
common between the doctrines taught in the higher
grades of the Freemasons—more, also, that has been
lost—and the views, formulae, and fashions of the
Order of the Temple. True Masons, who know the
spirit of their Fraternity as well as the rituals, know
that Masonry sprung from the Templars.

Lost in the clouds of antiquity, the dim forms of the
mailed Templars disappear. Their buildings, their
churches, their haunts remain. But the iahabitants
are passed into the shadows. Their remembrances
and their secrets only survive in the quaint courts of
the Temples. The fact that their dwelling-place-was
once within the present purlieus,K of law—that the
notes of their wild Eastern music, and that the cere-
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THE THERAPEUTAE AND ESSENES AND
THEIR INITIATION.

The Order of the Essenes constituted in the time of
Jesus the final remnant of ‘those Brotherhoods of
prophets organized by Samuel. The despotism of the
rulers of Palestine, the jealousy of an ambitious and
servile priesthood, had forced them to take refuge in
silence and solitude. They no longer struggled as did
their predecessors, but contented themselves with
preserving their traditions. They had two principal
centres, onc in Egypt, on the banks of Lake Maoris,
the other in Palestine, at Engaddi, near the Dead Sea.
The name of the Essenes they had adopted came _
from the Syrian word assaya, a physician—in Greek,
therapeutis; for their only acknowledged ministry
with regard to the public was that of healing disease
both physical and moral. They studied with great
diligence certain medical swritings dealing with the
occult virtue of plants and mineral.

It is on account of the Syrian word “Assaya,” that
the mistake is made in regard to the Essenes and
Therapeutae. The Therapeutae was only a branch of
the Essenes with but different duties.
~ The branch known as the Therapeutae had their

home chiefly on the Lake Mareotis, near Alexandria,
but also had colonies in other places. Like the parent
Order—the Essenes, they lived unmarried, in monas-
teries, and were very moderate with regard to dress
and food; they praved at sunrise, having their faces



OF THE LIVING FIRE 139

observe the rules of the Order and to betray none of
its secrets. Then only did they participate in the
common repasts, which were celebrated with' great
solemnity and constituted the Inner worship of the
Essenes. The garments they had worn during these
repasts they looked upon as sacred and to be re-
moved before resuming work. These fraterhal Love-
feasts, primitive form of the Supper instituted by
Jesus,* began and ended by prayer. The first inter-
pretation of the sacred books of Moses and the
prophets was here given. But the explanation of the
texts allowed of thres significations. All this wonder-
fully resembled the organization of the Pythagoreans,
but it was almost the same amongst all the ancient
prophets, for i is the same wherever true initiation has
ever cxisted. The Essenes *professed the essential
dogma of the Orphic and Pythagorean doctrine ; that
of the pre-existence of the soul, the consequence and
reason of its Immortality. The soul descending from
the most subtle ether, and attracted into the body by
a certain natural charm, remgins there as in a prison;
freed from the bonds of the body, as. from a long
servitude, it joyfully takes its flight.

Among the Essenes, as has been stated, the
brothers, propcrly SO called lived under a community

of property, and in a condition of celibacy, cultivat-
ing the ground, and, at times, educating the children
of strangers. The married Essenes, for there were
# This Love-feast is kept up by many of the churches,
eapecially those known asthe ‘‘ Dunkards,” *' Methedists,"
but what a mockery it is. The Essenes and the Christ, never
even tasted meat, much less used it at the Love-feast, but these
churches must have their Roasted meats in order to bave the
Love-feast of the Christ. Blood | blood must be everywhere.
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the Ancient Wisdom of the Initiates, the veritable
mother of religions, though ever persecuted by Satan
—by the spirit of evil, of egotism, hatred and denial,
allied with absolute political power and priestly im-
posture. He learned that Genesis, under the seal of
its symbolism, concealed a2 theogony and cosmogony
as far removed from their literal signification as is
the profoundest truth of science from a child’s fable.
He contemplated the days of Aelohim, or the eternal
creation by emanation of the elements and the for-
mation of the worlds, the origin of the floating sculs,
and their return to God by progressive existences or
generations of Adam. He was taught the¢ grandeur
of the thoughts of Moses, whose intention had been
to prepare the religious unity of the nations by estab-
lishing the worship of the one God, and incarnating
this idea into a people.

He was instructed in the doctrine of the divine
Word, already taught by Krishna in India, by the priests
of Osiris,’ by Orpheus and Pythagoras in Greece, and
known-to the prophets under the name of The Mysteries of
the Son of Man and of the Son of God. According to
this doctrine, the highest manifestation of God is
man, who, in constitution, form, organs, and intelli-
gence is the image of the Universal Being, whose
‘faculties he possesses. In the earthly evolution of °
humanity, however, God is scattered, split up, and
mutilated, so to speak, in the multiplicity of men and
of the .human imperfections. In it he struggles,
suffers, and tries to find himself, he is the Son of Man,
the Perfect Man, -the Man-Type, the profoundest
thought of God, remaining hidden in the infinite
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Elect and of the other Might, serving on earth and
above the waters, shall raise their voices.”

I have thought best to give this much concerning
the Essenes and their teachings in order to make
plain what the Essenes were. Very little is known of
them in the Christian church although the Master—
Christ was of them. The church even denies that
Christ was an Initiate and disbelieves that such a
thing as Initiation exists.. It is strange that this
should be so and no one is to be thanked more for
this state than Constantine.

A history of the Philosophers would not be com-
plete without dwelling on the Essenian Order for the
reason that the Ancient Mysteries took another form
after the Initiation of Christ. . Their teachings are
therefore of vital importance and show that the
Essenian Fraternity knew the teachings of all other
Orders or religious beliefs and that it was but a con-
tinuation of.previous Orders under another name.
And what of the teachings concerning Initiation? In
secret records we find the following:

“The union of -‘God with the soul is the principle of
all Mystic life.” But this union, the fulness and final
~ consumation of which cahnot be experienced till
death has been passed through and eternity has been
achieved, can be accomplished on this earth in a more
or less perfect manner, and the literature of entire
Mysticism has no other end than to unveil to us, by a
full and profound analysis of the different stages of
evolution in the spirit of man, the diar?se successive
' degrees of this Divine union. Seven distinct stages
of the soul's ascent towards God have been recog-
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naked,—should empty himself completely, should be
stripped of all his faculties, renouncing all his oun
predilictions, his own thoughts, his own will— in a word,
his whole self. Aridity, weariness, temptation, desola-
tion, darkness, are characteristic of this epoch, (see
Initiation of Christ), and they have been experiences
by all who have ever made any progress in the Mys-
teries of Mystical Love. The fourth condition is de-
nominated the prayer of quietism, Complete immo-
lation of self and unreserved surrender into the hands
of God, have repo:e as their first result. Such
quietism, however, is not to be confounded with in-
sensibility, for it leads to the soul real activity, to
that which has God for its impulse. The fifth degree
in the successive spiritualization of the human soul is
. called the state of union, in which the will of man and
the will of God become substantially identified. This
is Mystical irrigation which fertilizes the garden of
the Soul. During this portion of his development,
the Neophyte, imbued with a sovereign disdain of all
things visible, as well as for himself, accomplishes in
peace, serenity, and joy of spirit, the will of God, as
it is made known to him by the word of God super-
naturally speaking within him. On the extreme
further limit of this condition, the Mystic enters the
sixth state, which is that of ecstatic prayer, which is
the soul’s transport above and outside itself. It con-
stitutes a union with Divinity by the instrument of
positive love which is a state of Sanctification, beati-
tude, and ineffable torrents of delight flowing over
the whole being. It is beyond description, it tran-
‘scends illustration, and its felicity is not to be con-
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They questioned him in regard to his object in de-
siring to enter their Order,-and admonished him to
desist; warning him of the dangers that he would
incur, if he insisted in pursuing his way to obtain
knowledge of the Secret Science and to come im
possession of the powers which such knowledge con-
veyed. They told him that if he were once admitted,
there could be no possibility o retreat, as he would have
to succeed or to lose his freedom and perhaps even his life;
for powers of cvil which would be aroused would conquer
hin, unless he were strong enough to conquer them.

Jesus was not to be intimidated; he desired to
obtain knowledge and considered wisdom to be more
valuable than life. He insisted upon being admitted.
He received ,the blessings of the Brothers, and as
each of these venerable men laid his hand upon his
head, he felt an electric thrill pass through his frame,.
that seemed to invigorate him and to give him a
power sufficient to overcome all dangers. After this
he was given over to a guide called Thesmophores, who-
blindiolded him and led him away.

He went with his guide through several long corri-
dors, from whose walls the echoes of their steps re-
sounded, and they descended a flight of stairs until at
last they arrived at the place of their destination.
When the hood was removed, Jesus found himself in
a cave hewn in the solid rock. It was a high arched
vault with massive pillars, cut in a manner to repre-
sent figures of men and fabulous animals. The only
light which entered into the vault came through a
round opening far up in the roof, where a small part’
of the clear sky could be seen. Upon the walls of



OF THE LIVING FIRE 149

creale their own thoughts; especially if there is no change
i their surroundings, to altract their attention and to
stimulate them to think. Thinking is an Art, and few
can think what they wish or hold on to a thought. Men
only think what they must; they feed on the ideas that
enter their minds without asking. Welcome and unwel-
come thoughts enter; they neither come at our bidding nor
go away when they are not wanled: they are like dis-
orderly guests that do not obey the vules which the land-
lord prescribes.

The monotony in which Jesus lived remained un-
changed. There was no sound of any kind to be
heard; he was surrounded by silence; and if it had
not been for the small opening in the vault far above
his head, he would not have known the changes of
day and night. He studied the writings upon the
walls, and impressed them upon his memory, analyz-
ing their meaning; and the more he thought about
them, the more his mind seemed to expand and new
ideas entered. He could not tell from whence they
came, but he wrote them down upon the tablets with
which he had been supplied; and often when in the
morning he awoke from’his slumber, these tablets
had disappeared from his prison, and he knew not
what had become of them. He saw no one enter the
"room, and yet somebody must have taken them away.
Likewise the food with which he was provided was
supplied by invisible hands. It was of the most
simple kind, consisting of bread, milk, fruit, and
water. It was daily brought to him in some inex-
plicable manner; how or by what means he could not
tell, for it was put into his prison during his sleep.
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mountains and plains, with oceans and rivers, and
;peopled with beings of various kinds that looked up
to him as their god, their creator, drawing life from
his Will, and nourishment from his Thoughts, in the
same sense as Man receives his will-power and ideas
from the God in the universe, appearing to him in
his dreams while asleep, and in visions ‘while awake.
Thus Jesus lived in the world of the Elemental Powers
of Nature, and began to know the constituent parts
of that organism called the human soul.

Weeks, perhaps months, thus passed away. We
cannot say how long he remained in that tomb. He
kept no record of the days and nights since he had
entered there, and what is time and space, after all,
but merely mental conceptions by which we attempt
to measure the Infinite? But one day steps were
heard to approach; the door which had been closed
so long opened, and the Thesmophores entered,’
congratulating him on his success and inviting him
to come to the Portal of Man, to enter as a Neophyte
into the first degree of the Holy Brotherhood.

They entered a large park, through which they
passed, until they arrived at an entrance called the
Doaor of the Profane. - There they found a great many
people assembled who "had been attracted by curi-
osity to see the new candidate for initiation, for such
a rare event.was not kept secret as it was desired"
that the people should know that there were still
men to be found ready to dare all dangers in search
of the truth. They thronged the place in front of
-the door through which Jesus passed with his guide,
on his way to the Temple of Wisdom; they shouted
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He was then led around the Bisentha, and there
the strength of his nerves and his physical courage,
by certain methods which cannot be made intelli-
gible to the modern reader, because they involve an
emplovment of certain forces of nature, the sceret of
which was in the possession of the Atlanteans and
Egyptians, but whose very existence is as yet un-
known to western civilization. It may be sufficient
to say, that if claps of thunder resounded and bolts
of lightening seemed to strike the candidate, they
were not produced in‘the manner employed in
theatrical performances upon the stage, but they
were the eficets of natural forces, set into action by
the occult powers possessed by the Egyptian Adepts.
The most horrible spectres appeared, but, Jesus was
not afraid.

Having successfully passed through this trial, he
was again taken before the assembly, dand the Menis
read to him the laws of the Crata Repoa, which after
due examination, he solemnly promised to obey. By
a certain process known to the Iidrophant, his
spiritual visien was then opened: that is to say, he
was endowed for a short time with the powers to see
certain spiritual verities represented in allegorical
forms. He found himsell standing between twe
square columns, called Bestiles, and there was a ladder
with secven steps and eight closed doors—the external
senses.  As he beheld that vision, its meaning was at
once clear to him, for spiritual visions differ from
mere dreams especially in so far that he who beholds
a symbolical vision becomes at the same time aware’
of its meaning, else it would be useless to show such
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Path of Light to Eternal fiappiness, do not lorget
for even a moment, that vou are living in the con-
‘sciousness of Him whose power has createc the
world. He is all things and all things are in Him.
He is self-existent, pure %nowledge, pure wisdom;
and although He ‘s seen by no man, there 1s noth-
ing within the Universe that can hide itself from
His sight.”

Jesus had now become a member of the Brother-
hood. He was taught the lawws of Nature, and made
to sce there is noihing dead in Naitwre, bui that el
forms are manifestations of the one Universal power of
Life. He was tanght the cause of the physical phe-
nomena occuring in the werld of phenomena, the nature
of Light and Sound, of Heat and Electricity, and all
other things. He was also instructed in Astronomy and
Medicine and in the scicnce of Hievoglyphics.

The spiritual nature of Man was explained to hin:
and the latvs of Reincernation. How the human monad
again and again descends to build up a mortal physical
form and to evolve a new personality at each of its visits
upon this globe; that the hnonan form, which we know as
men, women, and childrven, are not the veal Man, but
merely ever-changing aggregations of malter, endowed
with an ever-changing consciousness, unsubstantial al-
though living dlusions, doomed to perish when the
Spirit retives to 1ts home, to rest from its labor; while
the substantial, indivisible, and incorruptible Spirit
is the real Man, although invisible to the percepticn of
mortals.

He was taught the signification of the sacred syllable
aum and of certain symbolical sigas, including the
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fulfilled desire, disappeared one after another, and
Jesus, after securely locking the door, threw him-
self upon a couch. )

While he was meditating there, a slight noise at-
tracted his attention, and he saw one of the most
beautiful females that mortal eye ever beheld, en-
tering through a secret door, whose existence had
escaped his observation. She was of most noble
appearance and stately form, clad in loose, flowing .
garments, and with a sparkling diadem upon her
head. Thus may have looked the chaste goddess
"Diana, when she watched the sleeping Endymion.
An expression full of pity and love rested upon her
face, as she approached the couch where Jesus
rested. -

“Fear nothing,” she said; “I do not come to
tempt, but to save thee. I am the daughter of the
guardian of this temple, and I have learned the
danger which is threatening thee. Dost thou not
know that these villanous priests have resolved to
kill thee? for thou hast forfeited thy life by learning
some of their mysteries. Thou, a foreigner, hast
learned secrets which no one but the Egyptians are
permitted to know. This evening they have resolved
to kill thee, and the murder is to be executed even
to-night. I have come to save thee; I have made
sure thy escape; rise and follow me, for I admire thy
valor and I do not wish thee to perish.”

“Beautiful one,” answered Jesus, “I will not dis-
pute thy words; but if the priests have resolved to
kill me, let them do so; for I have promised to obey the
~laws of this brotherhood, and I have no right to escape.”
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which is not subject to change; that which thou
canst give is subject to decay. I reject thy offer.”

“Dare to reject it!” answered the woman. “Dost .
thou know ‘what a woman whose love is spurned can
do? T shall not leave thee, for my' soul clings to
thee; to be separated from thee would be death!™
As she spoke these words, she drew a dagger from
her belt and pointed it to her breast. “Spurn my
love,” she said, “and this weapon will enter my
heart! I will not live without thee; but if I die, my
death will also cost thee thy life; for if my body is
found in this grotto to-morrow, thou wilt be accused
of being my murderer, and be executed for it.” See-
ing that her threats had no effect upon the Neo-
phyte, she threw the dagger upon the floor, and,
sinking down at his feet, implored him for his love,
She tore away her veil, and her beautiful hatr
dropped over her shoulders; tears streamed from
her eyes, and her appeals ended in sobs.

“Depart!"” sternly answered Jesus, and the fair
one arose and- retreated; but as she disappeared
from sight, ancther door opened, and a stream of
light entered the room. The Hierophant and some
of the Brothers appearec at the entrance, and, con-
gratulating him on his victory which he had gained,
they led him !o a large hali, where, after submitting
to the ceremony.of baptism, he was pronounced to
be worthy to be admitted to a higher degree.

Thus should he,who is the guardian of the door, beware
that no secret entrance is left open, by which a favorite
passion may enter, and if the temptress should enter un-
aware, during his slumber, he shou!d call t¢ his aid the
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twisted themsclves around his arms and all over his
body.

At first Jesus was horrified; but his horror was
only -of a moment's duration, for he immediately
called to his aid his higher consciousness and re-
membered that his terrestrial form, subject to the
disgusting cmbraces of the crawling reptiles, and
made of the same stuf_'_f as they, was not his real Self,
but merely a form to which he—the divine Man—
was for the time being attached. . This thought en-
abled him to look upon everything that might happen
to his body as if he were an independent spectator.
In this way he appealed for aid to his own God, and
as he did so, a superior strength, a power unknown .
before, seemed to pervade his whole body, and now
it seemed as if his power had invested him with some
property that made him repulsive to the serpents;
for soon the reptiles that were in contact with his
body left him and retired into their holes.

Thus if man descends to the innermost depths of his
soul, he may find it infested with poisonous serpents and
venomous reptiles, the symbols of the brood of passions and
spirit of ceil desires; but if he calls to kis aid the divine
Wisdom, the persecutions will cease and peace will return.

After having passed through this severe trial, he
was released from his prison and led again to the
temple. .

For a second time his spiritual eyes were opened
by the Magic power of the Hierophant, and he was
made to behold in his vision a Griffir and a turning
wheel with four spokes. Then the whole process of
Evolution became clear to his understanding, and he
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discussion will be a mere matter of speculation, serv-
ing more for amusement than for the attainment of
knowledge.

In this' degree he was taught the great law of
Karma,; that is to say, the law of Cause and Effect,
not merely upon the physical piane, where the law of
Mechanics exists, bui in that higher rcalm, where di-
vine Justice rules supreme, where Good finds its own
reward, and Evil its own punishmen' H=: saw that
whatever man may think or do, would produce a cor-
responding reaction upon h'mself, and that he who
benefits others is thereby benefiting him-elf, while he
who injures others is thereby decreeing his own pun-
ishment. He saw that the acts of men are e ex-
ternal symbols of their inferior lives, and that every
thought and act has a ‘tendency !o repeat itself.
Thoughts seemed to him like beings © ruggling for
life, secking to become embodied in acts: and if they
were once thus, embodied, they clung to their life in
the same way as man clings to his, but the »ower
which invested these thotights with life was the Will,
and unless man’s thoughts were kept alive by his
Will, they died and putrefied like the corporeal things
upon the’ physical plane*

The length of the time during which the N:coris had
"to remain in the second degree, before h- was per
mitted to enter the third, called Mclanephores, de-
pended on his own progress. Many never attaied
any higher than the second degree; but those who
were permitted to advance higher had to puss

% See the secret instructions coucerning the Elemenials
in ** The Beautiful Phi.lmphy of Imitition."
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stepped upon it with his foot, saying that it was not
his object to be admired and to gratify his ambition
for fame or to be praised by men; but that he desired
wisdom and desired it for its own sake alone.

As he did so, a cry of indignation arose from those
present and a ceremony took place which upon the
external plane represented the well-known internal
truth, that Ambition is the King of ell passions and that
o grve up enc's Ambition is like giving up one’s own self;
for man's soul being made up to a great extent of desires,
dics the mystic death, when he Rills his ruling desive. It

s then “as if the heart were M;mmg and the whafr life
of man scems to be wtterly dissolved.”

This was the terrible ordeal mrough which Jesus
had to pass, and through w hich every other Neophyte .
must pass'if he desires Initiation, and before he can
enter the Temple of Wisdom,

The judgment of the:departed soul before Pluto,
Rhadamantes, and Minos ‘was then enacted; for when
the king of ambition in the soul of man dies, his
daughter, }anity, dies with him, and in its place arises
a sense of one's unworthiness. The accusing, judging,
and recenging angdq then appear in the soul, until the
tortured heart ‘sends its* despairing cries to the Re-
deciner, the Truil; when the celestial powers awaken
within, to comfort the soul and guide her to the
harbor of peuce.

During this' process or ceremony the whole of
Jesus's past life, with all the minutest details that ever
took place cwithin his mental organization, appeared
before his vision; but when the initiation was ended
he knew that the loteer elements within his soul had
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leases them from theiy prisons, to lead them from the
darkness of matter inta the eternal darkness beyond .

Hﬂn"ﬂn who thoroughly knows his own self, knows every-
‘.ll

“The fourth degree of the Essenian Brotherhood
was called ‘The Battles of the Shadows.” In this de-
gree the Christophores (Christos)—as he was now
called—was taught the .nature of Good and Evi' and
how to conquer Evil by Good. He was taught how
to cut off the head of the beautiful Gorgon, without
hesitating on account of her almost supernaturally
beautiful form. He was instructed in the art of
Necromancy, 1. c., the art to deal with the astral bodies
of the dead and with those dangerous beings, called
"Elementals,* who inhabited the astral weorld, and to
make them subservient to their will Woe to aim
whom the power of spiritual Will deserted even for
one moment during these trials ; the principle - of Evil
which he attempted to subject to his Will. would then
become his masters, and insanity of death was the
result .

In attempting to describe some of the myster _s of
the Higher Degrees in the Essenian B-otherhood, we
are attempting to enter upon a field whére only those
" -can enter who have themselves obta‘ned some ex-
.perience of practical Occultism; for how could the
magic processes that took place in'the “Battle of the
Shadows” be described to persons whose knowledge
consists merely of the information they have received
from an age which denies that magic or spiritual
powers exist? It will require perhaps centuries of

® See the ** Beautiful Philosophy of Initiation."



OF THE LIVING FIRE 169

tion. What may be scen by one, may be invisible to
another who is devoid of the organ of sight ; and what
may be invisible to many, may be visible to those
whose inner powers of perception have become open.

There is no relative Good without relative Evil. There
ts no man so pure, as not to have some animal elements
within his constitution, and were there such a man, he
would not be able to develop higher; for it is this very
animal clement from which the soul of man draws its
nourishment and strength to rise higher and to become
more spiritual. Nol fo destroy, but to make use of the
clements of cvil in man for the purpose of accomplishing
good, is the object of the higher education. When the
higher lifc begins to_atwaken within the soul and the light
of the Spirit penctrates into the regions of the clementals,
the animal egoes begin to revolt and to rise to the surface.
They may cven appear in objective forn: and persccute
their creator.  Then the dread dweller of the threshold
may show his face, He is nothing elsz but a product of
man's own intagination, but ncvertheless living and as
real as any other living thing ameng the so-called realitics
of this world, and if the candidate for Initiation is subject
to fear, he may become its victim end insanity resuli, for
the Daccller of the Threshold will then again and with in-
creased potecr take possession of his mind.*

There 1s a region in the soul of man in which such
Duwellgrs reside.  In wvery degraded persons this region
swarms with living, semi-developed or full-grown animal
principles and subjective monstrosities of all kinds and
under certain conditions, espectally if the physical or-

* Seec ‘'History of the Rosicrucians,” and '' Beautiful
Philosophy of Initiation,”
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**With eyes and faces, infinite in form,
The everlasting Cause, a mass of Light,
In every region hard to look upon ;
Bright es the blaze of the burning fire and sun,
"On every side, and vast beyond all bounds:”
—Bhagavad Gita,

But the Balghate had awakened to a full conscious-
ness of the Immortal principle within, and was no
longer terrified to see the destruction of all change-
able things. He now knew the nature of the secret’
fire that regénerates the world and which renders him
who comes into its possession immortal.

In the sixth degree the Adept was instructed by the

- Demiurgos in all the secrets of Astrology; that is to
say, in the science of the spiritual aspects of the stars;
he learned to know the directions of the spiritual .
life-currents, pervading the Soul of the Universe; he
became even a being superior to the Devas and Angels
and in possession of all spiritual powers.

The seventh and highest degree, called Pakcha,
could not be applied for, but was conferred by the
power of divine Grece upon those who were willing
to receive it. In this divine degree, the holiest of
holies, the ultimate mystery was revealed to the
spiritual perception of the Adept. He received a
Cross, which he had to wear continually during his
terrestrial life, the hair upon his head were cut off,
he received the key to the understanding of all the
Mysteries, he obtained the privilege to elect the king
of the country, or—to speak in plain words and leave
off allegorical expressions—his soul became ome with
the ruler of all and he entered into the essence of God.”

Whether the events described in these pages ever
took place on the external or on the infersal plane, or
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give up your selfishness, that causes you to seek for
knowledge merely on account of the benefits you hope
to derive therefrom; open your eyes to see the true
savious, the Light of Wisdom, which you may find
below the dark clouds of ignorance by which your
heart is surrounded.”

THE END.
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Cor. 15:22; 15:45: "The life of the second Adam (1 Corinthians) is
nuch different than the life of the first Adam (Gen. 3:19)" “For as in
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive."

The entire planetary system is within man himself, which is taught
Dy Genesis 1:27, he is able consciously and volitionially to go up and
down the ladder as seen by Jacob in his remarkable vision. Instead of
being “a 1ittle lower than angels" (Hebrews 2:7) man will be comparable
to the angels, for then he will be able to go up and down the ladder at
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A Documented Record of the Foundations of the Christian
eligion - By Joseph Wheless (1930). There is no book with
hich people think themselves so familiar as the Bible, yet
n truth, about which they know less. If the Bible were a
maller book, people would have been more familiar with its
ontents. The size of the Bible has been 1its greatest
nigma.

Contents; Pagan Frauds -- Christian Precedents; Hebrew
oly  Forgeries; Christian "Scripture" forgeries; The
aintly "Fathers” of the Faith; The "CGospel" Forgeries; The
hurch Forgery Mill; The "Triumph" of Christianity; Index.

Late in the fourth century, Jerome made his famous
ranslation of the 0Old Testament, a part of which is known
s the Vulgate. He termed Scripture only those books of the
1d Testament which were in Hebrew (or Aramaic). He also
ncluded in his translation those additonal writings which
ere contained in the Greek Bible. He regarded them as
efinitely inferior and —called them ‘'"Apocrypha'". The
ouncil of Trent in 1546 declared them '"sacred and
anonical". Martin Luther in 1534 followed the judgement of
erome. He said, '"The books of the Apocrypha are not to be
egarded as Holy Scripture, yet they are useful and good to
ead. "

T. W. Doane, in his book '"Bible Mvths And Their
arallels in Other Religions'" wrote: '"Not a single passage
urporting to have been written as history within the first
entury of the Christian era, can be produgced to show the
xistence at or before that time, of such a person as
esus, called the Christ, or any who could be counted his
isciples. Rev. Dr. Giles says: 'Great is our
isappointment at finding nothing in the works of Philo
bout the Christians and their doctrines. His silence is
11 the more remarkable, insomuch as he was about sixty at
he time of the '"Crucifixion" din Alexandria, closely
onnected with Judea.' The Jews could hardly have failed to
now something of the events (recorded in the Gospels) that
ad taken place in Jerusalem."

Comment: There is a paragraph in the large volume of
The History of the Jews", by another Jewish historian of
hat time, Flavius — Josephus, that is  patently an
nterpolation, as the succeeding paragraph is a direct
ontinuation of the preceeding one, to place it at the
ight time.

There are over 200 different Bibles. 200 Key References
how all modern Bibles differ from the King James Version,
nd the Greek Textus Receptus from which it was translated.

"Prior to the 19th century our knowledge of the ancient
orld was mostly confined to the Hebrew Books of the 01d
estament. Then came the work of the archeologists, who dug
rom the rubble of ancient ruins some fragments that gave
s more light on antiquity, some of which was so contrary
o the tales told in the Bible that we were amazed. For
nstance, we found that the so-called prophecies of the
ible were written years after the happening of the events
hey described.

"Then we learned that ancient scrolls and libraries had
een burned to destroy the history of the ancient world and
onceal the fact that the "Word of God" did not always tell
he same story as that recorded in the ancient scrolls,




SEX SYMBOLISM IN RELIGION
By James Ballantyne Hannay
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This is one of the rarer works of this great author. Now back in
nt once more. (Previously privately printed for The Religious Evol-
on Society, London, England). Highly illustrated - two large volumes,
ral bound in light cardboard covers. (1922). With An Appreciation by
George Birdwood, K.C.I.E., C.S.I1., M.D., LL.D.
ontents of Volume I: Gods of the Hebrew Bible - 01d Testament Gods;
Testament Gods; Queen of Heaven.540 pages.
ntents of Volume 1I: Seven Stories of Creation: 1) Ruach Form of
ation; 2) Catalogue Form of Creation; 3) Eden, Cain and Abel; 4)
erations of Adam; 5) "Dragon Slaying" Form of Creation; 6) Flood Form
Creation; 7) Job's Masculine Creation. The Passover; The Crucifixion;
Romance of the Hebrew Tabernacle. 644 pages.
llustrations include: Frontispiece of Author; Cartouche of Ka Kauj;
set Column; Osiris in Ark; Lingah in Ark; Lingam-Yoni Altar; Hercules
tilising; Fire, Tree & Two Stones; Alsace Column; Irish Stone; Tree,
pent, Two Stones & Ark; Church Symbol Triangles; Eve as Serpent;
ch creates; Una on Lion; Isis on Lion; Maya on Lion; Aleph With
pent; Tree Stem & Serpent; Serpent in Tower; lacoos; Ankh Cross;
ance; Mandrake; Orchis Masculi; Serpent Balance; Twin Phalli; Jackin
paz; Indian Column; Spear with Hair; Indian & Egyptian Dad or Father;
hilah for the Hand; Tephilah for the Head; Bag for Tephilium; Arbil;
1 (inverted); Indian Mortar & Pestle; Egyptian Mortar & Pestle; Venus
donis; The Crucifixion; Crucifixion of Peter; Indian Lingam Altar;
thered Figure with Bow; Staurcs; Phalllic Man; Man Chinese; More than
» A God; God & Ark, Male & Female Creative Symbol; Ascension of Mary;
ale Symbols; Dove uniting Father & Son; Dove-shaped Monstrance; Tree
m with Conch & Palm Tree; Palm Tree with Alpha & Omega; Aleph; Indian
ple with Omega & Phallus, or Pyx; Egyptian Hieroglyphic Buckle; Palm
e with Animals; Egyptian Altar; Iove between Cherubim; Pomegranate;
gin with Vesica Piscis; Bell; Woman & Evil Spirit; Woman as Serpent;
strance with Sun & Cross; Rock Slab; Pedrini's Magdalene; Dove;
pnna with Rocks; Maya with Skull; Serpent Goddess; Virgin & Child
h Grapes (Mignard); Virgin & Child with Apple (Luini); Virgin & Child
h Pomegranate (Bellini).
emale Symbols; Feathered Creator; Ruach, Ark or Oocoma Creating; Dove
resenting Queen of Heaven; Ardha-nari-Ishwara Double-sex; Egyptian

or Phallic Column; Greek Hermaphroditic; Dove-like Monstrance;
lequin with Lath; Iove Thundering; Marduk of St. George Slaying the
gon; Leda & Iove as a Swan; Pharaoh dancing before Min; Baraoji, the
ginal of Job's Behemoth.
mphale; Ankh as Rod & Almond; Ankh, Creative Symbol of Egypt; Isis &
us, Horns making Bi-Sexual Symbol; Phallic Pillar; Phallic, or Runic,
lar; Cross, Pillar & Lamb; Christian Crucifix on Pagan Phalliec Rock;
us, Bud, Flower & Seed Vessel; Egyptian Ankh with Lotus Bud; Four
tars & Pestles; Lingam-Yoni, Hindoo Altar, rich in Symbolism;
cules with Club (Rod) and Two Stones; Osiris or Min with Flagellum;
ptian Women Lamenting Death of Osiris, etc.
ou will be amazed of how much "religion" came from Sex and the Sun.
1991 price - the two volumes $30.00
dd $2.75 for postage, insurance & handling in the U.S.
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Hhen we build the Spiritual Man we bind the Physical Man more firmly. The
spiritual must come first,

Prof, Hotema devotes a large part of the first lessons to freeing the Spirit-
val Man from the degrading superstition of the Dark Ages, which still binds
the race with fetters of steel. He then shocks the world with a scientific
explanation of the Ten lysteries of the first ten chapters of Genesis, He
shows that the ancient secret of Physical Regeneration is concealed in these
Mysteries, and he gives the first scientific interpretation thereof.

Following are the titles of the chapters: {1) Truth (2) Man's Original State
(3) The Dark Ages (4) Age of Ignorance (5) Age of the Earth (6) Age of Man
(7) Sunken Continents (8) The Antediluvian World (9) Man's Original Home (10)
Ancient Cultures (11) Antiquity of Man (12) People of Atlantis (13) Despots
and Tyrants (14) Ancient Men (15) Hammurabi's Kingdom (16) Nineveh and Assy-
ria (17) The Chaldeans (18) Land of Shinar (19) The Hebrews (20) Israelites
in Egypt (21) Exodus from Egypt (23) Glory of Israel (24) Fall of Israel (25)
Fall of Jerusalem (26) Babylonian Captivity (27) City of Babylonia (28) Scr-
iptures of the Jews (29) God's Children - Chosen (30) Enlightenment of the
Jews (31) The First Forgery (32) Priest and Scribe (33) The Second Forgery
(34) The Pentateuch (35) The Third Forgery (36) The Story of the Exodus (37)
Biblical Contradictioms (38) Civilizing the Jews (39) Foundation Is Finished
(40) The Fourth Forgery (41) The Synoptic Gospels (42) The Fourth Gospel (43)
Discordant Gospels (44) Many Gospels (45) Work of the Priesthood (46) Meed
for Gospels (47) A Fatal Admission (48) The Essenes (49) Christian Strife
(50) Pious Fraud (51) Lying and Forgery (52) Plan of Salvation (53) Argument
against Christianity (54) Testimony of Paul (55) Crucifixion (gospel version)
(56) Crucifixion (legal view) (57-60) Is Jesus a Myth? (61) Deceiving the
Masses (62-63) Historical Jesus (64-67) Mythical Christ (€8) The Cross (69)
16 Crucified Saviors (70-75) The Resurrection (76) Resurrection Doctrine (77)
First Fruics of the Resurrection (78) The Ascension (79) Tammuz - Adonis (80)
The Twelve Apostles (81) The Mystery Drama (82) Mysterious Clues (83) Letter
and Spirit (84) Allegory of Abram (85-86) Land of Mu (87-89) Osiris (90-31)
The Sun (92-95) Sun Worship (96) The East (97) Ancient Knowledge (98) The
Egyptians (99) Settlezent of India (100) Settlement of Babylonia (101) Anc-
ient Temples (102) Sign of the Triangle (103) Ancient Mysteries (104) Lesser
and Greater (105) Places of Initiation (106) The Degrees (107) Ceremony of
Initiation (108) Work of the Mysteries (109) Jesus Was a Priest (110-111)
Schooling of Jesus (112) Jesus Made a Master (113) Jesus Attains Christhood
(114) The Ceremony (115) Empty Stone Coffer (116) Jesus the Christ (117)
Priest of Ra (118) Jesus Died Not on the Cross (119) Unknown Life of Jesus
(120) How the Church Triumphed (121-122) Lost Xnowledge (123) Influence of
the Church (124) The Two Cosmogonies (125) The Two Creators (126) Ten Myster-
ies in Genesis (127) Misleading the Masses (128) The 10 Mysteries Explained
(129) Sex Symbols (130) The Garden of Eden (131) The Tree of Knowledge (132)
The Serpent (133) Transgression and Curse (134) Male and Female (135) Sons of
God (136) Law of Mature (137) Theory of Evolution (138) Evolution vs. Devol-
ution (139) Evidence of Devolution (140) Law of Cause and Effect (141) Law
of Correspondence (142) The Perfect Man (143) Degeneration of Gods (144) Sex
and Seed (145) The Comnecting Link (146) Similitude of the Sexes (147) Rudi-
mentary Organs (148) Law of Variation (149) Appearance of Wo-man (150) Edenic
Fall of Man (151) Law of Modification (152-153) The Hermaphrodite (154) Ata-
vistical Reversion (155-156) Life's Great Law (157) Amativeness (158-159)



