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T R A N S L A T O R 'S  P R E F A C E .

In  the execution of this task—which has been altogether 
a labour of love—the Translator is fully conscious of many 
defects and shortcomings, for to do justice to such a work 
as this, would require literary abilities of a much higher 
order than he can lay claim to, and a more gifted person 
would have clothed it in more elegant English, but the 
thoughtful Reader will attach more importance to the sub­
stance than to the imperfections of literary style. Although 
we are well aware that others might have performed the 
task much better, yet it was the learned Author’s desire 
that we should present this, the first English translation of 
this admirable work, to the public, a desire which the 
Translator considers himself highly honoured in trying to 
accede to, by endeavouring to give in plain and easy 
language a pretty correct idea of the erudite Author’s 
meaning upon the varied and priceless topics embraced in 
this excellent and ennobling volume. ' In one of his Letters 
to us the learned Author says :—

“ Dans l’article que j ’ai lu dans le Morning S t a r etc. (or in English) : — 
“ In the article which I have read in the Morning S t a r  you interpret my 
thought more faithfully than I have done myself. * * * I am perfectly in 
accord with all that you tell me in your letter, and I have the utmost con­
fidence in all that you do, for I consider that you are perfectly competent 
for the task. * * * I also find your idea an excellent one, viz: that of 
inserting a half-tone Engraving of the Temple of St. Sophia, etc.’*

This volume, although small, embraces within its pages 
the highest problems which from the earliest ages have 
engaged the attention of the human race. W ithin its 
superior Philosophy the Gospel comprises that revealed 
knowledge which comes from the Deity, but mankind have 
turned faithless and unbelieving, and do not possess the
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II PR E F A C E .

knowledge necessary for comprehending it, for religion is 
contemptuously mocked by a great number, and inspiration 
and illumination are scouted and scoffed at by many who  
even call themselves D ivines (?) and Priests of God! It is, 
however, during this present cycle of the soul’s growth 
*that the mystery and work of the Christ must be under­
stood— in other words, the Spiritual Cult, and the Church 
of the H oly Spirit, wherein all are K ings and Priests, as 
well as Legislators, being a law unto themselves. It must 
be distinctly understood that this Church of the H oly  
Spirit, so frequently alluded to by the learned Author, in 
nowise applies to any of the common sectarian Churches 
or ecclesiastical denominations. The government of this 
world must pass into the hands of the Saints, that Heavenly  
Kingdom be established, for which we have been praying 
for thousands of years, which must come, yea, which 
already approaches. Let us remain in that mystic Jerusa­
lem (the Ancient Church) until the Advent of the promised 
Light ( Luke xxiv, 49).

Our epoch pulsates and throbs in labour-pangs to bring 
forth K ings, and the Gospel says :— “ Glory to Thee, thou 
hast made Priests and K in gs,” but those are not made by 
men. but by the Holy Spirit, for it is only such a man that 
is a true Priest, a Medium, Mediator, or Messiah between 
God and Man. “ And hast made 11s unto cur God K ings 
and Priests, and we shall reign on the earth ” (Rev. v, 10). 
Christ is the K ing of K ings, as He plainly answered to 
Pilate :— “ Thou sayest that I am a K ing. To this end was 
I born, and for this cause came I into the w orld ” {John 
xviii, 37). The Scriptures also tell us that, “ the Stars 
shall also fall from H ea v en ” {Rev. xxiv, 29, 30: M att. 
xxiv, 9, 21, 29: Mark xiii, 17, 24). He who has not seen 
God, who has not spoken with the Comforter, is not a K ing  
and Priest, and as Plato says in the Republic:— “ A fter hav­
ing ascended to God, the K ing must descend to govern
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PREFACE. Ill

the w orld,” he is then a Messiah, and this is re-echoed by 
St. Paul, who states :— “ N ow  that he ascended, what is it 
but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the 
earth? He that descended is the -same also that ascended 
up far above all heavens, that he might fill all th in g s” 
( Ephes. iv, 9, 10). for those exalted Beings who are “ in 
heaven ” were often symbolised in ancient times by the 
name of “ Stars ” ( Daniel xii, 3).

Souls are divided into two classes, one being called 
Royal, or those who are destined for Immortality. Those 
are the Scriptural Kings and Priests of God above referred 
to (Rev. i, 6 : v, 10) ; the “ Royal Priesthood” (IP eter  ii, 9 ). 
The other division enjoys but the shadow of an Immortality, 
to be re-born and re-plunged into misery and the Infernal 
here b e low ; to suffer the trouble and anguish of material 
existence, and eventually to have no claim to eternal life, 
but to the “ resurrection of damnation ” (D an. xii, 2 ; John 
v, 29). The individual souls or Personalities are never 
re-born— we as persons will be no more re-born— that 
which undergoes rebirth is only the Mystic Soul, or Soul of 
the Race, and it is solely for this that Re-incarnation is a 
truth. It is by our efforts here below—our endeavours in 
this life exclusively— that w ill be decided our eternity here­
after, for we labour under a disastrous delusion, if we 
expect salvation in the future through re-birth of the soul. 
Man is utterly incapable through his own efforts of abolish­
ing death, the Adamic man is mortal and dieth like the 
beast (Eccles. iii, 19, 20, 21). Salvation is an effect of 
mercy, for it is through the kindness of the Comforter that 
our soul w ill be changed into Spirit, for God will not leave 
us orphans, but will send us the Com forter; the Christ-God 
will resuscitate the souls of H is “ blood ” or race, viz : every 
soul that is made for Immortality (Heb. v, 5 ; ix, 14). God 
is not far away, we must find Him within ourselves, as the 
Scriptures and all Philosophy leaches, for if we seek Him
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earnestly we shall certainly find Him ; but we must retire 
within ourselves, be in the world but not of it, to recover 
our liberty and become “ K ings and Priests unto G od.”  
A ll depends upon our faith and actions, upon love, upon 
the contempt for all glory, for all worldly grandeur, seeking  
no glory but in S p i r i t — the God within us—for the Spirit 
riseth higher and higher as the Soul is emptied of its own  
self, or lower nature.

The whole of man’s lower nature, as well as his external 
body of flesh and blood, are only the various forms of life^ 
or realms of being— or spirits, if you will— that the human 
Ego has subjugated, or mastered, and placed under its 
dominion, during its long evolutionary life, and since the 
Scriptures inform us that a “ legion of devils ” could be 
cast out of a man (Mark v, 9 : Luke viii, 30), then there 
must be legions of beings within him. There are myriads 
of spirit atoms constantly evolving through him, wfhich are 
nevertheless as unconnected with him as he is with mother 
earth. The exercise of the animal passions darkens and 
dulls the soul sphere, but the spiritual faculties brighten 
and illuminate it. The body consists of an infinite number 
of atoms which the Ego governs during health, but which  
it had gradually lost control over during the transition 
called Death, yet although those atoms may be dissolved or 
lost en masse, or as a whole, nevertheless the case is not so 
as regards their atomic parts. It is the composite aspect 
of the countless atoms which compose the organism, or 
body of man, for there is but one law :— “ A s above, so 
below ; as on earth, so in the sk y ,” and as the body of  
Christ is formed of many members, so likewise is the body 
of man. The Anim al Soul must be gradually transformed 
into the Higher Soul, the lower passions, animal forces and 
appetites slowly but surely extinguished.

This small but copious volume details in all its supreme 
grandeur and inestimable importance the glorious anthem
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PREFACE. V

of E t e r n a l  P r o g r e s s — a momentous verity, which we 
strenuously placed before our Readers nearly half-a-score of 
years ago, in our “ Book of Lizht and L ife '' and which* we 
now repeat by quoting the follow ing extract:—

“ Puerile children as we are in the scale of being, infinitesimal monads 
on our upward way, simple units in the gamut of creation, we nevertheless 
Have a destiny mapped out unto us, and that destiny we must fulfil. W eary 
pilgrims of earth, toiling upon the path of duty, working on until other 
spheres of progress open up to our admiring vision, we must always attend 
to the present, in order that the future may be fitting to us. If we examine 
for ourselves the various orders of being, from the infinitely little to the 
infinitely large, we shall find them all palpitating with Life, inhaled from the 
O n e  S o u r c e , and moving onwards and upwards in their progressive jour­
ney. From the tiny insect which playfully buzzes by our ears in the bright 
sunshine of the summer day, unto the highest known state of existence upon 
our p lan e t— the Perfect Man—all is evolving higher, but even then^there 
are still more giddy heights to be reached. We need never marvel at this, 
according to Nature so must it be, and so must it continue, until every 
speck of dust, every sand-grain of this planet earth, shall have worked out 
its own redemption in the great evolutionary chain, and each worthy soul 
have become its own Saviour and its own God, yet ever subordinate to 
the O n e  F i r s t  C a u s e , the F a t h e r - G o d  of ajl. Higher yet! up where 
sparkling stars are sand-grains of dazzling dust, where Solar Centres and 
Systems are so profusely showered upon the endless canopy of Heaven, 
where glittering Suns and Satellites form the jewels in the diadem of the 
G r e a t  O n e ; where time is no more, and where eternity opens up in full 
measure to the mind lost in astonishment and wonder at the glorious mar­
vels of creation; up vet to the Empyrean heights that only a God can be 
conscious of grasping in all their profundities and super-terrestrial marvels, 
are we beckoned on. Humanity must be uplifted to the heights of earthly 
wisdom, and the redemption of the race must be accomplished. The heavy 
and sombre-curtained pall of ignorance, which has so long darkened the 
world within its dreamy folds of error and superstition ; the old and be­
wildering theologies which have rendered confusion worse confounded, 
must all be swept away, and room made for the new, but still old, old and 
everlasting T ru th —which is now faintly illum inating the minds of a few of 
earth ’s children. Up far, far beyond the flight of the eagle, beyond the 
balmy breezes which gently ripple through the ambient space, where worlds 
“upon worlds swarm in the m ottled galaxy of the Infinite, dwell those Souls 
who have refined their natures by lives of perfect goodness, justice, truth, 
and mercy. From thence, those exalted Beings—Gods, if you will, for they












































































































































































































































































