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PREFACE

NO
one can be more conscious than the writer of a book

on Jerusalem, perforce the student of other books

on Jerusalem, that the production of yet another requires

a reason, if not an excuse. The special point of view of the

present work is set forth in the text, and I venture to hope

that it may have some value for those interested in studying

the practical outcome, psychological and religious, of a

history so unique —even its Christian sanctity apart —as

that of the Holy City.
The irresponsible aggregation of races, languages and

creeds collected in Jerusalem, and that lack of any standard

of public opinion which results from the entire absence of

a public press, combine to make it exceedingly difficult

to obtain accurate information upon any subject whatever.

I have devoted over two years, with certain special facilities

for investigation, to the personal study of Inner Jerusalem,

and have spared neither cost—of many kinds —nor pains,

in collecting material. For deductions I am personally

and solely responsible, without reference to the many kind
friends from whom I have received opinions and advice.

The names of many books occur in the course of these

pages, naturally of very varying merit. Those of value to

the merely English reader are, however, easily enumerated.

The story is told that an early edition of Murray's Guide

appeared with the motto, " The Bible is the best guide

book to Palestine," and that the ensuing Baedeker retorted

with, " Palestine is the best guide-book to the Bible."
The Bible, Josephus and Baedeker together — our cosmo
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politan friend is nowhere more trustworthy than in Syria
—form a fairly sufficient library. To make up

" the twelve
best books " for the amateur visitor to Jerusalem, I would
add, first, G. A. Smith's Historical Geography of the Holy
Land, and next Clay Trumbull's Studies in Oriental Social
Life, from which even the most unintelligent tourist may
learn what to observe. Next would come Besant and

Palmer's History of Jerusalem, and Post's Flora of Syria,
which perhaps is too technical for the amateur, though an

indispensable companion to even the shortest ramble for
the specialist. Then I would take Lady Burton's Inner

Life of Syria, and the still earlier Domestic Life in Palestine

by Miss Rogers (1855), however much I might be assured

by observers less profound than these very interesting
authors, that both were out of date. For lack of anything

equally informing among more modern writers, I would

finish my collection with Finn's Stirring Times, Robinson's

Biblical Researches, and Williams' Holy City, although all

are over half a century old.

One who has plenty of leisure may select many articles

of interest out of the thirty and odd volumes of the Palestine

Exploration Fund. The learned will not fail to read

Curtiss' Primitive Semitic Religion, and Barton's Semitic

Origins, nor the devout the Early Pilgrims' Texts. Other

English and American works are of interest to those who

travel farther north, while a score of German, and half a

dozen French books, are essential to any serious student.

Life is not wholly at a standstill, even in Jerusalem, and

as this book has been passing through the press, certain

changes have occurred. Even science has arrived among

us, and the German Emperor's Institute for the study of

Oriental learning has completed its first year of work ;

how gratefully appreciated has been testified by the large

attendance, not only of the German population, as well as

of special students from the Fatherland, but of European

residents of both sexes, and also of Jews and Arabs, and,
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perhaps more remarkable still, of members of religious

Orders, Greek and Latin.
The surpassing interest of the German Institution may

partly account for the fact that during the same period the

American School has not had a single new member. It is

obvious, however, that students will not travel 6,000 miles

unless in the hope of intellectual advantage, and it is a

tribute to the reputation of Professor Barton, author of

Semitic Origins, that the attendance should have reached

its maximum during the year of his directorship, 1902-3,

although Jerusalem was in quarantine, and even the railway
had ceased to run.

The Palestine Exploration Fund has lately been unusually

successful in its operations, and by the kindness of Mr.
Macalister, its representative in Palestine, I am permitted

to bring its history up to date (cf. chap. xxii).
" The mound of Tell el Gezer (excavations still in progress),

has proved very rich in remains of the earliest civilization
of Palestine. A neolithic Troglodyte race has for the first
time been discovered, and burial places of every age, from
the Amorite to the Christian period, opened, and their

contents investigated. The largest and most perfect

Canaanite High place has been found, and a cuneiform

tablet, proving the existence of an Assyrian occupation,

in the middle of the seventh century, b.C."

The discussion, by other archaeologists, especially those

German savants personally acquainted with this country,

of Mr. Macalister's very interesting discoveries and con-,

elusions, will be eagerly looked for.

Those who are interested in the important question of
the future of women in the East cannot fail to be gratified

to note their craving for education, in its highest sense.

Although in the Mission School, containing forty-four
Jewesses, I found only six who belonged to this country
—the rest being mainly Europeans —the Evelina de Roth
schild School, had it twice its accommodation, would be
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more than crowded in a week, and it is to be observed that

payment is required for every child. It is under English
Government inspection, and can receive, at present, but
610 girls, including the kindergarten and technical classes.

On the opening day of term, I have seen the surrounding

roads so crowded with clamorous parents that the police
had to interfere. When the gates were locked, fathers

dropped their daughters over the wall ; and children, on

one occasion to the number of fifty—have been smuggled

in by their companions. Not only a better preparation

for home-life is secured by the learning of cooking, needle

work, cutting out, sanitation, laundry work and even

gardening, but the addition of other interests and of a

higher ideal of life, tends to the postponement of the early

marriages which are the degradation, mental and physical,
of the woman of the East.

Almost as much may be said of the 350 girls of the Moslem

Public school under the admirable training of the American

Colony ; and when we realize that the Jewish population of

Jerusalem is six times that of the Moslem, the numbers are

relatively even more surprising.

Among other changes it should be recorded that Jerusalem
has been enriched by a Swedish consulate, and that German

benevolence has founded a sorely needed Convalescent

Home on the Mount of Olives, the first of the kind in Pales

tine, where the sufferers from malarial fever especially, may
find the change of air, which is so essential to the arrest of

their malady ; also that, as predicted in these pages, matri

mony, after a quarter of a century's hesitation, has entered

the American Colony.
The crank is always with us, and has been lately reinforced

by a new Mission for the suppression, on Scriptural authority,
of breakfast^eating ; by the opening of a Glory Home

alleged to be educational, and the erection of a place of

worship with the practical view of casting out devils, of
whom it seems that a legion still remains in the Holy City.
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On the other hand, one establishment for religious teaching

has—not too soon—been broken up by authority, for reasons

of morality which need not be detailed, while the head of

another has been imprisoned for cruelty to children, and

is awaiting trial for the death of his own son. It is unfortu

nate for our prestige, religious and political, that such

institutions should have been established by English-speak

ing people and in the name of Protestant religion, and the

circumstance may make it somewhat difficult for our re

ligious teachers to reflect upon the sanity of the fakir or

the morality of the derweesh.

It is pleasant to be able to record that the Anglican Bishop
has lately imported two certificated nurses for attendance

upon the poor in their own homes, who, like those of the

French, German, Russian and Greek Hospitals, wear a

uniform in the streets, and concern themselves only with
the work for which they have been trained.

For help in understanding the people of the land to which

he has devoted talent and learning which might have adorned

a wider sphere, I am indebted, beyond all acknowledgment,
to the Rev. E. Hanauer, Chaplain to the Mission of the

London Jews' Society ; for direction in study of the Eastern
Church to the Rev. Doctor Dowling, Canon of St. George's

Collegiate Church, and of the Western to many members

of the Franciscan, Assumptionist, and Dominican Orders ;

for ever-ready kindness to H.B.M. Consul, Mr. Dickson ;

and to many Moslems, Greeks, and Jews for help in practical
inquiry. If I have been able to give, in any degree, an

accurate picture of certain features of Inner Jerusalem life

not described elsewhere, it has been due to the help and

courtesy which have never failed me among those of all
nationalities and of every creed."

" What," wrote Sir Francis Bacon, " What is truth ?

said jesting Pilate."
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No one who has lived in Jerusalem need wonder that,

being a local magistrate, resident among the European

element of the population,
"

he did not stay for an answer."

But such things are, after all, accidents, and not essentials

of the life in Jerusalem, where human fallibility is easily

forgotten among ever-present testimony to eternal Truth,
and lack of charity where the very stones cry out reminder

of eternal Love. Hope, too, is more and more with us

and the light that lighteth every man has been kindled
if not by us, yet from elsewhere. In their institutions,

their philanthropy, their widening sympathies, their craving

for education, their demand for literature, Moslem, Jew,
and native Christian (and it may be, even some of us who

look on and learn) are drawing nearer to each other in com

mon activity in the service of man and in common worship

of the One God.

A. GOODRICH-FREER.
Hotel Fast, Jerusalem,

October, 1904.

Note. —I wish to disarm criticism, in one direction, by pointing out
that several chapters of Inner Jerusalem, though, with the exception
of that on Domesticities (reproduced by kind permission of the

Editors of Temple Bar) never published, wore originally intended
for periodical publication, before it was foreseen that they would

develop into the proportions of a volume. This accounts for the
fact of the occasional repetition of an explanation, and for some

apparent inconsistency in spelling ; for the transliteration of Arabic,

like that of the name of Weller, is according to the taste and fancy,
and tends to follow that of the special author or particular language
which is one's unit of thought for the moment.
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CHAPTER I

WHAT IS JERUSALEM LIKE?
Books of Travel —Limitations of Nationality and

Creed —The English —The Germans—The Americans
— Society—Language —Trade —Medicine—Intellec
tual Advantages —Physical Aspect

IF
you are going to give us a book about Jerusalem,"
said a friendly publisher before we left England,

" do tell people what they want to know. Never mind

where Absalom's Tomb isn't !
"

" What is Jerusalem like ?
" is what friends say in their

letters. " Of course we have read books of description and

archaeology ; but What do you do ? How do you dress ?

What language do you talk ? What do you eat ? What sort

of people do you meet ? How do they entertain ? Is it
healthy ? Would it be a nice place to take the children to ?

Is there any shooting ? Is there a good doctor ? Are there

any educational advantages ? Is there a decent hotel ? Is
it pretty country ? What is there to do besides going to

Holy Places and to church ?
"

Such are some of the questions which I hope to answer

in the following pages, as well as some others which we have

ourselves been compelled to ask since coming into the

country two years ago, and which, in some cases, have not

been very readily answered. Those points which were

easily ascertained, especially those of the Absalom's Tomb

variety, I have ignored, not because we were indifferent

upon such matters —indifference here would be brutal and

unintelligent —but because they are already abundantly




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































