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INTRODUCTION

Tt is unfortunate for the practice of the ''Science

of Palmistry" that it has been so mixed up and con-

fused, in the minds of some people, with the vulgar

fortune-telling of the booth and the encampment, or

of the area-belle. Wedo not, however, deny that

the gipsy often possesses the practical inherited

knowledge or the acquired art of palm-reading, for

we have known instances in which her forecasts

have been far more trustw^orthy than those concern-

ing the weather, but those whose prophecies are en-

tirely dependent upon, and actuated by, the amount
of the fee, will naturally render the prophecies sil-

ver-lined or gold-tipped in proportion.

What we do contend for is fair play for Palmistry.

Ordinary people, as a rule, confess that ''there is

something in it after all," but when brought face to

face with a fact, with the announcement of an inci-

dent which had occurred in their lives, they either

deny the fact publicly, and confess it privately, or

laugh it ofif and exclaim

—
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''Oh, of course ; So-and-So told you that
!"

It is useless for the friend referred to to deny this

accusation. Vain are the assurances of the palmist

that he (or she) has never seen or heard of the ''sub-

ject'' before. No, the "subject" is certain that his

character cannot be read though he hears himself

accurately, or nearly accurately, described, his past

life announced and his future hazarded.

This is a type of individual very common. He
will not believe because he cannot understand the

first principles of the Science, just as his ancestors

derided Stephenson and the locomotive, and later

minds even are skeptical concerning multi-teleg-

raphy. They cannot grasp such facts, and therefore,

though they see and hear results which are actually

true, they refuse to yield their assent, preferring to

regard Palmistry in the light of a conjuring trick,

and when brought face to face with an announce-

ment which they and only they as individuals know
—or could know—they accuse the palmist of "col-

lusion" or of guess-work

!

These are common specimens —the conceited, the

ignorant, and the obstinate, and those who combine

these attributes with talent and believe nothing at

all

!

Now, this is what we have termed "unfair" to

Palmistry, and personally, I am certain that if physi-
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clans and other scientific men would devote them-

selves to the study of Chirosophy, they would not

only vastly increase their own knowledge and repu-

tation, but would confer an inestimable benefit

upon mankind.

And this in any case. If they, after study —un-

biassed study —and some practice in Palmistry, dis-

covered that there was ''nothing in it,'' then, by all

means, let them say how far their conclusions have

reached and by what means. This announcement
made by one responsible physician or physiologist

would have weight —more w^eight than the state-

ment of a writer who is in some sense an interested

party.

If the physician or other savant declared that the

''Science of Palmistry" is "humbug" and "all non-

sense," let him prove his theory and give Chiros-

ophy its coup de grace ; but if the Chiromant can

prove his case, why not accept his statement? Yet

this is the very thing which the scofifer will not do.

He cannot deny the full evidence of his senses, but

he is convinced that there is trickery somewhere

—

it is "charlatanism," he declares.

Thus in England the magistrate and the justice

fine or imprison the "fortune-teller," as they, ig-

norantly, by authority of an Act of Parliament, term

the Chirosophist. On such an assumption they
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would have convicted the prophets of the Old Testa-

ment and given Micaiah ''seven days" as Ahab did.

The truth is, Palmistry is not studied by the ma-
jority or even by the many. The result is but a

smattering gained from books, and no sedulous

practice is attempted. So when the Interpreter is

questioned, he is unskilled, and makes blunders,

because he is afraid to confess his ignorance of

certain points, or is fearful of hurting his ''patient's"

feelings, and conceals something. In both cases

he loses, even if the patient be perfectly frank

—

which is somewhat unusual.

I remember an incident which occurred to my-
self in April, 1884, when lecturing at Trinity Col-

lege (London) to the Athenaeum Society, then in

course of incorporation. After the lecture several

people questioned me and seemed satisfied, if sur-

prised. But one gentleman, after having confessed

the general and particular correctness of the diag-

nosis, asked

—

"Am I a married man? can you tell me that?''

I replied after a moment's reflection

—

"Yes, and have children —four, I believe."

"You are wTong, sir ; I never was married."

The audience tittered, of course.

My reply, quite as audible as his statement, was

—

"If not, then you ought to have been."
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Ten minutes later, when the audience was dis-

persing, this same gray-haired gentleman beckoned

me to him, and said privately

—

''You w-ere really quite right, sir. I was never

actually married in church, or out of it, legally, but

I am regarded as a husband and am the father of

four children.

Now, that denial, I considered, and still consider,

was unfair. Many other instances have occurred

in my own experience wherein those under exam-
ination deny or half deny the ''soft impeachment,''

the broken engagement, the well but not wisely-

bestowed affection, and such "accusations" of which
they are ashamed, or are desirous to conceal. But
the audience only hears the denial, and discounts

the Interpreter. The subject and the palmist know
the truth.

In the course of the following pages I may have
occasion to mention some curious instances of

prognostication, and I beg to assure the reader

most solemnly, that such instances are absolutely

true in fact, and in strict confidence the subjects can
be referred to by any incredulous person. There is

no reason why in any quoted instance the persons

should not be indicated, but one would rather not

so act without^permission, and addresses are diffi-

cult to ascertain. Readers may, however, take my
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word for the facts ; the subjects were all strangers,

or, at most, chance acquaintances, and the results

have been in most cases privately communicated to

me by common friends.

Such prognostications may appear marvellous, or

even uncanny, or "wicked" as some say. But those

who reason thus do not grasp the extended attri-

butes of Nature. I feel that I shall be subjected to

criticism, but I am decidedly of opinion that the

Hand is the indicator of the individual, and to a stu-

dent of Chiromancy, the general characteristics of

any individual are apparent at a glance even at the

back of the hand.

In that momentary and yet not minute inspection

the type of the individual may be decided on, be he

realistic, artistic, sensuous, sensual, material, or-

derly or the reverse, energetic or indolently in-

clined, of an inquiring mind, or careless, impulsive,

obstinate or yielding, in general. All this is from

the general aspect, mind : the character, the natural

inclination of the person. But closer observation

will perceive modifications, and the verdict must be,

in most instances, corrected. The hand —both

hands —must be studied and compared.
Why? Why, because the natural tendencies and,

as it is said, the *'fate" laid down for him is in the

left hand (unless the subject be ''left-handed'*), and
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the use he has made of his Hfe is shown in his right

hand —the working hand.

''Bosh'/' cries some one. Well, then, ignorant

reader, observe your own palms and then confess

to yourself whether or not the lines are similar!

I am not now referring only to the main lines, what

some people term the creases in the hand. Look at

the multitude of small lines crossing your palms, or

rising or falling from the; main lines. Are they

there for nothing? What caused them? You don't

know ! You have done no hard work which you
think might have ''brought them out !'' Brought
them out, indeed. If so, what alters them? Why
do they fade and rise again, later? Why are they

chained in your hand, and clear in the hand of your
brother, partner, or father? Accident! Is it acci-

dent that I, or any one who studies Palmistry, can

tell you that at twelve years old you —now a man
of forty —had a fall and cut your head —a rather se-

rious fall w^hich affected you for some time?

You smile. "Nonsense," you say. But when
you begin to think, or to ask your parents, or your

guardians at the time, they will recall the fact and

remind you that you were riding the pony, w^ere

throw^n, cutting your head severely, and rendered

insensible.

This illustration is an actual experience of my

'
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own; the statement was made, denied, and subse-

quently remembered and confessed to, during a club

dinner.

The most careless observer must perceive that the

hands differ in their lines. This is not chance. Di-

vines tell us that there is no such thing as ''chance."

Nothing in Nature is useless, nothing is wasted.

In the tree the rings tell its age by the autocratic

will of Nature. The inse;isible tree carries its evi-

dence in itself. The rings are nothing to the ordin-

ary observer: the bark is bark, the stem is stem, the

leaf a leaf. But the student of Nature can weave
you a story, a true tale of that tree's life and charac-

ter, from the markings upon it or within it ! Yet
you do not call his story nonsense —you merely ex-

claim ''Wonderful !''

Then why not credit Nature in the highest of all

media, in the highest of her manifestations? for the

human hand is undoubtedly the most complete and

God-like member of all we possess. Our wills may
subject it to base uses, but "the thumb alone

would prove the existence of a God," as Newton
wrote.

In a treatise upon Palmistry w^iich professes to

be practical it is not admissible to plunge into The-

ories very deeply, but some reasons should be ad-

duced for the existence of the traits in our hands.
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The question so often put deserves an answer so far

as we can give one.

''But how do you acount for the Hues? Grant-

ing that they do indicate our characters and the

chief incidents of our hves, how do you account for

these markings?''

The reply is, Nature sends the ever-passing

nerve-fluids from the brain, which is the seat of sen-

sation, and the focus of our actions, tastes, pas-

sions. The blood being more plentiful in the hands

than in other places, the channels and lines made by
the nerve-fluid are evident there as well as in the

face and in the feet and in the body.

But the most sensitive parts of the body are those

which are the ruddiest ; there is the blood, and there

the corpuscles are in evidence. The nerves emanate
from the brain, and all our sensations and thoughts

pass along these nerves ; so the more often the sen-

sations pass along the same sets of nerves the more
plainly they must display the efifects of the habit of

thought or acts. The drunkard, the hypocrite, the

ill-tempered, each and all bear the traits of their

failings on their faces, so in the hand the constant

sensations —those which make up temperament
—are impressed under the skin (epidermis), not

upon the outward but upon the inner skin. Hered-
ity will give the form of the hand, and even the lead-
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ing lines, but the smaller lines will rise, change and

disappear in the hands of babes in a few weeks, as

the infant to some extent develops. His hands tell

you if the brain is feverish or dull. As he grows
older the brain grows ; he develops habits of thought

and action which are impressed upon and by the

nerves in certain channels which observation and
study have shown to be indicative of certain dispo-

sitions.

As the gardener can distinguish the type of tuiip

by its growth and markings, so the Chiromancer

can diagnose characteristics and events by consider-

ing the natural tendencies and observing the im-

pressions left by the nerves and nerve-fluid.

That is, briefly, the Theory. Practice shows us

that the lines in certain places invariably point to

certain traits —these being modified by the infinite

diversities of shapes, textures, and types of the hu-

man band.

As no person's hands are exactly alike, so no two

pairs are ever alike. The fingers, palms, lines, etc.,

differ as greatly in different people, as the noses,

eyes, hair, ears, lips, and teeth differ ; as the voice,

manner, step, and gait differ. So the characters dif-

fer also. By the outcome of their characteristics

—

their natural characteristics —their characters are

formed. Indulgence in some pastime or foible
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stamps the man as surely as the sHghtly ''bowed''

legs denote the horseman, or the frown the impa-

tient-tempered one. The man of iron grip must
naturally possess a big thumb to grasp withal. This

man of iron grip, physically, is tyrannical in his

methods; he trusts in his strength, he becomes
cruel, he is cruel and strong-willed. His descend-

ants inherit his characteristics, modified, perhaps,

and their thumbs are also large ! From such traits

one can detect character by observation and care.

Nature is the cause, and any one may read her

books. As to ridicule, heed it not. All the finest

inventions of mankind have been ridiculed and

deemed impossible ! We have lived to see these

once-flouted discoveries in daily use, and not even

admired, though valued at a high appreciation,

being necessities in some cases —but always useful.

So in time, and before very many years have

passed, the study of Chirosophy or Chiromancy will

surely be made by true scientists. It is not an ex-

act science
—

''only a moiety of science is exact/'

says Herbert Spencer ; and this Chiromancy is not

exact because our grasp of it is not full, and human
nature is constantly changing under even constant

cofiditions.

Can we not fancy the insight which the appre-

ciated study of Chirosophy would bestow upon the
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physician, who would then be a boon and a blessing

to the insurance company as well as to his own pa-

tients. Effects possible and almost certain could be

foreseen, and perhaps provided against, and "fatali-

ties'' might be assuaged.

Let the critic, then, not ridicule until he under-

stands the facts. It is easy enough to jeer. He
may smile at the rules and laugh at the Interpreter,

but he cannot deny the facts which the trained stu-

dent of Chirosophy pronounces respecting himself,

and which his fellows endorse. So, even in these

enlightened days, we say. Learn to know thyself,

and by this knowledge guide thy paths aright. As
the finger-post steadily indicates the road to the

traveler, so the Hand will guide the student on his

way through the wilderness of this world, and teach

him wisdom as he goes.
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PRACTICAL PALMISTRY

PART I

CHIROGNOMY

CHAPTERI

OF THE VARYING TYPES OF HANDSAND THEIR SIG-

NIFICANCE

In this chapter we propose to treat as practically

as possible the different types of our Hands, and

here I may say, once for all, that it is not my inten-

tion to speak at length of anything which exper-

ience does not recommend, or which practice has

not confirmed. In this little book I may not be

found always in agreement with my own former

statements, nor with the impressions of other

writers, but at any rate these statements will be

made in good faith, and readers must draw their

own conclusions. I make no claim to infallibility.
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There are recognized in Palmistry —or perhaps

we should say Chirognomv, as the palm is not now
in evidence,

—

Seven Types of Hands, which may
be distinguished by the shapes and general appear-

ance of the fingers and thumbs, but for simplicity's

sake these seven may be reduced to four —in prac-

tice. The seven types are classed according to the

forms of the fingers, and are as follows

:

(i) The Spatulate.

(2) The Square.

(3) The Artistic or Conic.

(4) The Elementary.

(5) The Mixed.

(6) The Philosophic.

(7) The Psychic.

The four important types are the first three and

the last, and actually the first three are those which

include the most important varieties. Practically

all types are included in these as regards the tips of

the fingers ; the distinctions must be noted, of

course ; the more or less rounded, pointed, or square

tips, which are modified or accentuated by the forms

of all the fingers.

Therefore, we may accept as a fact, that all hands

are Square, Spatulate, Rounded or Pointed, and the

other types enumerated are (so far. as the finger-tips

are concerned) in the last two mentioned also.
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This may read a little complicated, but it is

perfectly simple. The Square ; the flattened or

Splay-shape; and the (more or less) Rounded in-

ckide all, in fact, for practical purposes ; and per-

haps this further reduction to three shapes of tips

may simplify matters.

Having reached this conclusion you will proceed

to note the shapes of the lingers —and thumbs of

course : though the Thumb is truly a study in it-

self, and will be so treated at length.

THE SPATULATEHAND

Let us pass the Elementary or Ordinary Hand
and begin with the Spatulate or Splay-tipped

fingers (Plate i), leaving the thumb out for the

moment.
These Spatulate finger-tips indicate activity and

energy ; self-reliance ; constancy ; a seeker after

plenty, and a desire to benefit one's self and make
one's self useful. At times these splay-tips are an-

noying, as they must be doing something, and are

inclined to worry —-the owners are so inclined, I

mean. A lady with such fingers and a big thumb
will be always ''tidying-up," dusting, or ''spring-

cleaning,"or anxious to "have things put to rights.''

Usefulness, materialism; no art, nor taste for liter-

ature there..
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These arfe the obvious indications of the Spatii-

late tips. Now look at the fingers below the

nails.

Are they smooth or "knotted?" Are the joints

not evident or are they developed? This strikes

one at first glance. Take the former appearance, the

smooth variety.

The smoothness of the fingers indicates a slight

inclination towards art and ease ; but though people

thus gifted may appreciate art, they will not make
much of the inclination. They may appreciate it,

but will not succeed in practice. But they will have

some taste for the beautiful, the elegant, in their

houses, and comforts, and will not mind working
with their hands, either. They are active, also, and

resolute in action ; and if the fingers be long as well

as smooth the owners are fond of details, of a useful

type, a reality will intrude, and gardening and agri-

cultural pursuits find favor. The brain and the

mind are active as well as the body, and sports will

be followed —riding, shooting, cricket, and so on,

while music will find them votaries as executants

—

not as singers.

If the fingers be short details are ignored, and

only the *'mass" is accepted
;

quantity not quality is

the characteristic, and the impressions are quick.

Spatulated fingers denote men or women fitted to
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build up a colony, because they are not afraid of

work, have little sentiment, and are fond of tilling,

sowing, ploughing, and all real actions. Being
self-reliant they do not mind camping out alone, and
are generally able to ''rough it," as their appetites

and passions are not greatly in evidence, and lux-

ury is dispensed with.

If the Spatulate fingers be knotted —that is, de-

veloped at the joints —there is great order indicated.

An active and very practical mind, no sentiment,

and sometimes even a want of consideration and
roughness of speech, are apparent ; but such fingers

carry with them talents for engineering, inventions,

and the ''freedom of the masses." Action, resist-

ance, perseverance, aggressiveness, are the out-

come of these fingers, and they push their owners

to the front.

In excess this type is irritating, selfish, and tact-

less. These are some of the indications with which

the Spatulate type presents us, but they may be

modified or even increased by the size of the thumb
and the texture of the hand. A large thumb will

give more of the qualities than the small thumb,

while the hard hand also accentuates the character

desirous to rule and intolerant of restraint. In

these we find the revolutionist, the fighting man
and the daring. Spatulates must do something!
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The softer type will be more indolent, and fond of

vicarious movement, if I may use the phrase. He
likes the appearance of movement, but is too lazy

(if his thumb be small) to make much effort himself.

So he will ride or drive or travel in luxury if possi-

ble, and read in his easy chair the adventures of

others. If his thumb be large and his hand soft

the will of the thumb may, by sheer force of charac-

ter, drive the man into action, or most likely cause

him to put others upon the work and see it done

!

Thus the student will perceive that the Spatulate

Fingers, their action, work, agitation, and combat-

iveness are regulated, in a measure, by th-e whole

hand —its texture, the size of the thumb and the de-

velopments of the joints, the length and smoothness

of the fingers themselves. Just remember that

smoothness is not ''practical," but knots are. The

former gives intuition or inspiration, an artistic

taste; the latter are practical, orderly, reflective,

reasonable, and even scientific. These traits gov-

ern the hand in proportion as they exist, and must

be considered to that extent.

THE SQUARETYPE

We now come to the Square-fingered Hand

(Plate 2), which is the most useful type of all, be-

cause the owner has many of the qualities of the

 ,
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Spatulate —such as perseverance, and love of rul-

ing, and yet is able and willing to obey.

The fingers of this hand need not be square at the

tips. They will be found planed at the sides ; and

near me now as I write I can see a Square hand, the

fingers of which are truly four-sided, somewhat
smooth with the lower knuckles and the knot of

Philosophy (q. v.) developed. The nails are rather

short (here is argument, self-defence, always ready),

the thumb is obstinate, but with a tactful 'Svaist"

on it.

These fingers, I am sure, indicate obedience to

authority and to polite requests, to orders from

those entitled to give them, but they will resent in-

terference from interlopers. They will not make a

disturbance, however, because they detest a fuss, but

w^ill grumble while they accede. They are punc-

tual and cannot bear unpunctuality ; their love for

outward neatness and politeness and social observ-

ance is marked and general. They like others to be

polite, civil, and respectful as they are, and dislike

brusque manners. They sometimes judge people

by appearances and manner, unfavorably for un-

punctuality, coarseness of speech, and impolite or

rough behavior. Appearances are with such fin-

gers, or their possessors, nearly everything, and as

they do not always act up to this rule themselves,

'
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through some imaginative or artistic vein in the

character, they are sometimes thought hypocritical

and are, in fact, inconsistent, if the fingers be smooth.

But the truly square-fingered man with knotted

fingers is tidy, orderly, truthful, obedient to author-

ity, even if he dislike the ruler. He obeys the law—

not the man. This is generally the case with all

square-fingered types, whose possessors are pecu-

liarly sensitive to recognized authority, law, and or-

der, and will rather walk a mile than cross a for-

bidden field as a trespasser. One may be induced to

cross, but he would rather not be seen doing so by

a stranger!

Order is the first law with the Square-tipped, but

the amount of order varies. The smooth-fingered

type will know where his books, papers, shirts, col-

lars, handkerchiefs, etc., are, and will find the par-

ticular article he requires in the dark ; but often the

drawer, or the table, is littered and mixed up, to all

appearance, in the individual's own apartment. But

in his reception rooms, in all outward appearance,

he is neat and tidy.

So he dresses neatly, and looks well dressed even

in old clothes, because he is tidy and careful with

them. He may and does wear jewelry, but it is not

ostentatious in its display. His taste in dress is

quiet and ^'gentlemanly,'' deferential to the old and
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to ladies, respectful in manner, courteous, and
will have things "just so." A muddy dress,
splashed boots, an untidy glove, an unbrushed
cloak or gown he longs to have cleaned or mended,
and will pick threads from a skirt in his desire for
tidiness. The individual cannot help doing it, and
at times, with all his observance of etiquette, and his
desire that others should observe it, he will involve
people in risky situations when his personal feelings
are concerned— not from selfishness or rancor, or
any wish to compromise the other, but he is simply
carried away by impulse which he will repair by the
most diplomatic cunning if suspected. Neverthe-
less, he would condemn himself later, and condemn
another who had acted in the same way, and who
had been discovered

!

There is, therefore, in the smooth-square tvpe of
the finger, with a palm showing a sloping head-line,
some finesse and double-facedness. Yet, curiously
enough, such people cannot willingly acknowledge
this soft impeachment.

The real large, square hand is the best and most
useful if it be knotted, and not inclined to anv artis-
tic type. This hand makes its owner regular and
punctual at meals, orderly, neat, tidv, polite, and re-
•spectful to authority, truthful and just; not ro-
mantic.
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desire that others should observe it, he will involve
people in risky situations when his personal feelings
are concerned-not from selnshness or rancor, or

any wish to compromise the other, but he is simply
carried away by impulse which he will repair by the
most diplomatic cunning if suspected. Neverthe-
less, he would condemn himself later, and condemn
another who had acted in the same way, and who
had been discovered!

There is, therefore, in the smooth-square type of
the finger, with a palm showing a sloping head-line,
some finesse and double-facedness. Yet, curiously
enough, such people cannot willingly acknowledgethis soft impeachment.

The real large, square hand is the best and most
useful if it be knotted, and not inclined to any artis-
tic type. This hand makes its owner regular and
punctual at meals, orderly, neat, tidy, polite, and re-

spectful to authority, truthful and just; not ro-
mantic.
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THE ARTISTIC TYPE

The Artistic Hand (Plate 3) is the next upon oui

Hst, and this is identical with the Conic form of fin-

ger. It is familiar to all of us in th£2^an^s_oLartj^

and si ngers— the great pianist has not conic fingers

as a rule. The conic or the pointed fingers are not

useful, and the extremely pointed indicate useless-

ness —an unpractical person.

The medium artistic form is good. The hand is

supple and soft ; the palm a moderate size
;

the

thum b rather smal l. In such a hand, if the bases of

t1ie fingers be not too heavy, we have a type of the

true artist hand. Its owner is impulsive, imagina-

tive, a lover of the beautiful, TaTlier self-indulgent,

and inclined to enjoy life in consequence of his

smooth, conic, rather thick fingers. But, as a rule,

this type is easily influenced by the surroundings,

and will pass from grave to gay or even to melan-

choly at a bound. He cares not for control, and he

has no desire to control. Impulse, cheerfulness,

carelessness, enjoyment, and love of ease, character-

ize these conic hands with a peculiar obstinacy and

absence of real love, for he likes novelty, and his na-

ture is not warm long.

As these characteristics become more or less

accentuated they affect the individual. The larger
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thumb, the larger pahii, the smoother fingers,
thicker at the bases, show less order, and more love
of material pleasures. The small second phalange
of the thumb gives tact or finesse with its weaker
reason, the larger top joint more will, the full ball of
the thumb stronger passions. So we have in these
points all the data for enjoyment of a sensual de-
scription. The pleasures of the senses—not neces-
sarily evil pleasures— are the delight of the artistic
hand, their affections are impulsive, strong and
fickle. Finesse, cynicism, falsehood, shrewdness,
cunning, with gross sensuality, are the bad signs of
the soft, thick, large artistic hand. They seek
beauty to enjoy it, not for any moral or mental rea-
son, but merely to gratify a taste. They are often
efifeminate in the face,and eccentric ; egotists ; "fly-
away"natures, disdaining the domestic hearth,'open-
handed to the:, intimates, close-fisted to creditors,
with peculiarly warm imaginings, and a love of
"posing" in the world. Venus and the Moon rule
their palms.

If Jhese hands are knotted, the indications are
more favor able. There is less eccentricitv and more
reason: still a love of the beautiful, but 'a more re-
fined attachment, but the art will be less inspired,
and less successful in its originality, but the love of
form and beauty will be there, and if of good size,
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thick and short, a strong^ desire for wealth will be

indicated.

There is another kind of pointed fingers, the use-

less and unpractical. This in some works is called

the Psychic Hand, and is the seeker of the highest

beauty, purity, and goodness, in the world, not of it,

the best and most lovely form of artistic instincts.

But, though they are not practical hands, such as

the square or the spatulate, not fighting for fight-

ing's sake, the true faith, devotion and desire to win

the good, will make them determined and terrible

opponents. These soft, small, tapering-fingered

hands may be seen in the warriors of Eastern na-

tions, fanatics, dying for the faith that is in them, for

what they truly believe is the right ; obedient, self-

sacrificing and aesthetic.

But for the real worldly work? No! They are

unable to devote themselves to hard labor, they

''make things," they delight in beauty, are not

sensual ; imaginative, the long, pointed fingers

searching as it were, the universe for the ideal the

mind has imagined. The vague, the dreamy, the

unpractical, the non-material, the ''unorderly,"

the poetic, religious : the imprudent at times, the

ecstatic. (See p. 46 also).

Pointed fingers, including the Conic, may be asso-

ciated with other features, and in such cases the
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form of the fingers, their thickness and texture,

must be weighed. An artistic (hard) hand may in-

dicate a soldier —an officer whose characteristics

have made him highly esteemed and liked, yet in the

field he is well fitted to command by reason of his

large thumb and hard palm. As a rule the artistic

palm does not indicate habits of command at all,

even of self-command. Knots when present accen-

tuate reason and order in the pointed fingers.

THE ELEMENTARYHAND

There are two more types usually described, but

the foregoing will perhaps suffice. However, on
reflection, it may be as well to mention the "Elemen-
tary" and the '"Mixed" Hands, as they are termed,

though there can be only one type of Mixed Hand,
The Elementary Hand (Plate 4) is short-fingered,

thick, with a heavy palm. Idiots have short fingers,

large palms, and very unsatisfactory Head-lines

(with other signs). The common Elementary
Hand shows little or indistinct Fate-line, and ap-

pears given to materialism. There is not much
imagination in it, but the ball of the thumb is de^-

veloped, and the thumb thick. Mercenary soldiers

have such hands. They fight for pay and not for

patrie, and are easily drilled, because they Are ma-
chines —only breaking out when their low vices

Gbirognomg 39

form of the fingers, their thickness and texture,

must be weighed. An artistic (hard) hand may in-

dicate a soldier-an officer whose characteristics

have made him highly esteemed and liked, yet in the

held he is well Htted to command by reason of his

large thumb and hard palm. As a rule the artistic

palm does not indicate habits of command at all,
even of self-command. Knots when present accen-

tuate reason and order in the pointed fingers.

THE ELEMENTARY HAND

There are two more types usually described, but

the foregoing will perhaps suflice. However, on

r,eHection,it may be as well to mention the"Elemen-

tary" and the "Mixed" Hands, as they are termed,

though there can be only one type of Mixed Hand.

The Elementary Hand (Plate 4) is short-fingered,
thick, with a heavy palm. Idiots have short iingers,
large palms, and very unsatisfactory Head»lines

(with other signs). The common Elementary
Hand shows little or indistinct Fate-line, and ap~

pears given to materialism. There is not much

imagination in it, but the ball of the thumb is def

veloped, and the thumb thick. Mercenary soldiers

have such hands. They iight for pay and not for

patrie, and are easily drilled, because they are ma-

chines-only breaking out when their iow vices



40 practical palmistry

tempt them. The short thumb turns back, the

palm is broad and hard and thick.

Sometimes one may find most of the characteris-

tics of the Elementary Hand connected with a

somewhat conic finger-tip. Under these circum-

stances, as refinement or education is hardly to be

expected, we may assume an imaginative vein, a

romantic tinge in the mind. This vein will proba-

bly crop out in superstition and in the development
of ghost-stories, and curious accounts of battles,

accidents, etc. This ''poetic'' vein is not in its

proper place, and the possessor is likely to relin-

quish the struggle with the world, and die a pauper

without mental or pecuniary resources, unless a

liking for music bring solace.

THE MIXED HAND

The Mixed Hand (Plate 5) is a very common ob-

ject in Chirosophy, and combines in its various

forms the good and evil of the types already de-

scribed. The square finger with the conic tip is one

form, and is a diplomatic hand —upon the other de-

velopments will depend the uses made of this talent

for throwing dust in people's eyes. The owner is

not good at one particular employment ; he is gen-

cral, full of general information, and yields to cir-

cumstances.
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The ''Elementary" may mingle with the Artistic,

and indicate carelessness which declines to interest

itself with others. The spatulate and the square is

a good blend, method and regularity, and so on.
We must consider the attributes of both types ex-
hibited, or there may be three —and then deduce our
verdict from the fining down of one or the other to
a common measure, as it were.

THE PHILOSOPHIC HAND

The Philosophic or knotted type of hand is easily

recognized by the projecting joints of the fingers
and the rounded tips, the sides being squared for or-
der, and the thumb somewhat large, the upper pha-
lange being almost, if not quite, the same length as
the lower. On the first finger will be perceived a
prominence outwardly of the topmost joint. This is

known as the philosophic knot, and indicates a de-
sire for information, an inquirer. The second pha-
langes are long, as reason predominates, deduction,
analysis, calculation are shown. The somewhat
conic tips give a tinge of art or poetry, love of the
real and beautiful. They want to know, and are
not content to accept facts as they are. They ques-
tion even the Bible, and are skeptical on many sub-
jects unless their reason is satisfied. So they are
scientific, independent thinkers, and express them-
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selves clearly and with exactness, plainly and with*

out redundancy (Plate 6).

Such hands give their possessors a well-balanced

mind, for they look at both sides, an independence

and a moderation which are admirable. They are

practical, not fanciful ; reason rules them even in

affection, and they are unconventional. Such a

knotted philosophic hand with a small thumb will

indicate obstinacy, and will lead the owner astray.

THE PSYCHIC TYPE

This is a charming hand to look at and admire,

but it is not useful. The fingers are very conic,

almost pointed, and the hand is small, delicate,

smooth, and tapering. The upper phalanges are

long in proportion, the lowest (also in proportion)

rather thickened. Idealism and love of ease are

combined in them, and the beautiful, the ethereal,

the imaginative side of existence is theirs. Ro-
mance, luxury, ''Orientalism," want of order, are

characteristics, and such people do not reasQji

much. They accept Fate as it comes, but they are

enthusiastic, nervous, poetic. The development of

the joints gives invention, but no performance. In

extreme form it is rare —a fortunate thing, as it is

an unpractical hand (Plate 7).
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II

THE THUMB

We have dealt at some length with the fingers
and their various terminations, and so on. The
iliumb now claims our attention individually, and it

IS perhaps the most important of the digits. With-
out the Thumb we are unable to grasp anything
properly and the absence of this grasping-power
foreshadows or indicates weakness or mental inca-
pacity. Man is the only creature which possesses a
thumb. This alone raises him to the highest place
m creation. A thumbless man has come to signify
a coward, because such cannot grasp the sword—
pollice truncatus= poltron^rr: poltroon.

It is needless to detail all the reasons why the
Thumb appears to be, and is, so prominent in Chi-
rosophy, for its importance has for centuries been
recognized. The "biting of the thumb," the
''pricking of the thumbs," the verdict of the Roman
spectators of gladiatorial show^s, even the thumb-
screw, indicate the importance attached to the
thumb, and the result of its disablement. When
the thumbs fold underneath the fingers death is

nigh, or, at any rate, syncope is at hand.
But putting aside these, let any reader contem-
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plate the thumbs of his acquaintance, and he shall

presently perceive their influence. Weare stating

nothing in these pages which cannot be proved

true, so we appeal at once to the* reader who can

verify the statements.

Take a Thumb—not after the cookery-book fash-

ion —and examine it. It is divided into three parts

as the fingers are, and these three are termed, from

the nail downwards, the first and second phalange,

and (the fat portion) the ball of the thumb.

Thumbs are big or little or medium-sized. But
the two former definitions will do for our purpose.

In all thumbs the three divisions indicate from

the top (i) Will-power in all its varying phases
; (2)

Logic or Argument, Reasoning
; (3) Passion, En-

joyment, Love. The more developed these, sever-

ally, are, the greater is the amount of the quality

indicated. Take them separately.

For instance, a man with much development of

the top joint is obstinate, arbitrary, pugnacious, even

cruel ; confident, strong-willed in fact —to a greater

or less degree, vis-a-vis with that joint, if it be

lengthy and large.

A short top-joint means change and weakness

of will, an undecided person, and yielding, wanting

in self-confidence. The shorter and smaller, the

less will-power.
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The second phalange should be at least quite as

long as the first, and is the guide to Reason, judg-

ment, thought, and such qualities, and should be

judged with the first. Suppose Will and Reason to

unite —the large upper phalanges ])oth existing

—

the result is good, as any one may perceive. Judg-
ment and decisive action mean success, and the

large-thumbed individual succeeds —unless Love in

some shape push him aside.

Many a man has been spoiled by the Mount of

Venus, as the ball of the Thumb is called in Chiros-

ophy. Here are found the love of melody, dancing,

a desire to be liked, and made much of, strong pas-

sions —the sensuousness (often the sensuality) of

the subject. Upon the development or non-de-

velopment of this Mount the warmth or coldness of

the character depends.

Now, any reader can perceive the truth of these

statements and make his own deductions. A small

weak top-joint, much reason and much affection,

will lead one to discriminate a weak-willed, easily

persuaded character prone to amusements or indul-

gence. He will give splendid reasons to himself

and others why he should enjoy life, why he

must *'laze" or indulge. He even may deceive him-

self if the thumb be broad and not long, for obsti-

nacy, not true will, is there. He will argue splen-
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Now, any reader can perceive the truth of these

statements and make his own deductions. A small

weak top-joint, much reason and much affection,
will lead one to discriminate a weak-willed, easily
persuaded character prone to amusements or indul-

gence. He will give splendid reasons to himself

and others why he should enjoy life, why he

must "laze" or indulge. He even may deceive him--

self if the thumb be broad and not long, for obsti-

nacy, not true will, is there. He will argue splen~
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didly on any topic, having once made up his mind

on the subject, and even if his mind tell him he is

possibly in error, obstinacy will have its way, and

he will hold to his opinion until the need for argu-

ment is withdrawn. Then he will think, and possi-

bly recant next time.

A thin second-joint indicates much impulsive-

ness, a want of reasoning power, but with good-will,

some tact, and judgment if the second be long as

well as 'Svaisted." There is in such a medium char-

acter plenty of common sense and decision for his

own part, but the opinion of others whom he re-

gards and likes, will turn his decision if the Mount
of Venus be large. Even then he will be obstinate

and will not yield easily to an opponent, or one

whom he dislikes. If obliged to yield at last, he

will get out of temper and be, perhaps, abusive, be-

cause defeated, and his vanity is wounded thereby.

The short first phalange and a long second tends

to a fairly reasoning, undecided character who does

not carry out his ideas properly. I have known a

man with this form of thumb wiiose advice is ea-

gerly sought, acted upon, and is excellent when acted

on, but he lacks the decision, the grip, the ''snap'*

to act at once for himself in most cases. I have

known this individual to advise a friend in his busi-

ness investments and to go into the City to act so
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for himself. But an adverse hint affected him, an

acquaintance ''put him off," he yielded unconvinced,

and made no profit, while the man he had advised

made a big success in that very investment

!

This is one result of the want of strong will and

the presence of Reason.

The effect of a large, broad top to the thumb gives

strong passion and temper, tyranny and unreasona-

bleness. But these evils are often modified by some
taste or calling indicated in the Mounts —art or

ambition —towards the attainment of which the

force is directed. So, before judging the cudgelling

thumb, look at the prime mover, Apollo. But if

Venus rule, the passions are uncontrolled; if the

Moon rule she may soothe and calm the rough Will

from tyrannous action or ungovernable impulse to

the lower platform of a ''hectoring" manner and

dictatorial tone and bearing.

The characteristics of a large Mount of Venus
have been mentioned, but the smaller formations

must be noticed. The medium is best —as in all

other things. Then affection is warm, not boiling

;

if small or entirely absent, cold heart and selfish

feelings ; no real warmth even to relations, unde-

monstrative, even when the person's feelings are

engaged.

Wemust then regard the Thumb as the gate of
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the citadel, the key to the position. A small

thumb —from the base of the digit upwards —is a

sentimental sign —heart rules. A large thumb r ules

by reasQii and logic.

But in judging by these rules of Thumb—

a

rather significant phrase —one must consider flie

softness or the hardness of the hand ; the smooth-

ness or the ''knottiness" of the fingers ; and the in-

fluences of the Mounts (Plate 8) ; the length of the

fingers, their thickness, and their form.

One may give a very fair opinion of the character

from a close inspection of the thumb, but for a true

delineation it is necessary to inspect the whole hand

and to understand the traits presented in it. Then

vou must deliver the opinion thus trimmed and bev-

eled by these evidences in your mind.

Here let me detail the general influences of these

traits, which can then be applied as they are ob-

served.

Ill

THE CONSISTENCYOF HANDS—FINGERS

Soft hands mean indolence somewhere ^
generally

physically. Laziness of body, except with square

fingers and smooth —then the mind is indolent. A
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liking for the strange and the unseen, and imagina-

tion are there.

Hard hands indicate energy, activity —but if very

hard and thick, stupidity ; selfishness, and lack of

intelligence, are in the extremely hard hands. But
hard hands can work and suflfer hardships which
soft ones cannot sustain. Not by the epidermis are

hands tested ; the firmness and flexibility or softness

underlies the outer skin, and can be estimated by
gentle pressure.

Smooth fingers are those whose joints are unde-

veloped. Knotted fingers are orderly and philo-

sophic —why this should be so is a debatable ques-

tion. There must be some reason for the differ-

ence, and the consequent characteristics of each

type, but I am unable to give it.^

The smooth finger denotes a taste for art, and
impulse in ariving at a conclusion. Womengener-

ally have smooth fingers, or at any rate the majority

have no highly developed joints, hence their ca-

pacity for quick judgment, ''inspiration,'' and the

gracefulness of movement, etc.

The knotted finger is the reasonable, calculating

^ Unless the knots are ''locks," or stopping-places across

the current of nerve-flow, checking impulse and so giving
deliberation and arrangement in the ideas.
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one. The owners of the fingers with knots arc

orderly, but the upper and lower developments in-

dicate different kinds of order, the upper being

mental, order in ideas, arrangement in the thoughts
;

while the lower gives material order, punctuality,

neatness outwardly.

Both together developed, the attributes become
the more accentuated, and yet, with a large thumb,

in a female hand, the subject will be worrying, and

if the fingers be long in the same hand, much fussi-

ness will result from love of order, attention to

detail, and desire to have one's own way being com-

bined; and if the finger be also square, then those

who live in the house are irritated beyond measure

by the possessor of such hands.

But knotted fingers denote thought and order.

The small ''bulge" upon the forefinger is known as

the ''knot of philosophy." A person with the lower

joint, only, developed is punctual, orderly, partic-

ular, thoughtful for others and for self and so on;

the absence of the upper swelling making him

rather unsettled in ideas, wanting application to

one subject, straying thoughts, and of defective

method.

The first knot, only, developed, gives order in

ideas and originality, talent, independence, and ar-

tistic execution ; but if both knots exist in the fin-
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gers this executive talent dies ; art is supplanted by

reason.

Lengthy and short fingers indicate, respectively,

love of detail and quickness of judgment. There is

more impulse in the latter type, a more rapid deci-

sion, no arguing with self, while the long-fingered

are discursive and love elaboration, ''finnicking''

detail, inquisitive, specially so if the fingers do not

fit tightly when held up to the light, the hand being

tmclosed. Fearfully and w^onderfully tidy, and,

with spatulate fingers, always busy at something

are these fingers.

Short and thick fingers are inclined to sensuous-

ness and perhaps to cruelty, and short, knotted fin-

gers are very good because the reason of the knots

and the smartness of the short fingers bring an ex-

cellent result in action. As a rule short fingers de-

spise details, they wants results; appearances are

secondary to their impulses and instincts, which

they quickly translate into performance. Hence
brusquerie, staccato speech, promptness. Here is

a grasp of the whole question in opposition to the

slower process by steps of detail.

The length of the fingers is estimated by com-
parison with the palm, to which we must pay atten-

tion later.

Before parting with the fingers let us examine the
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relative lengths of the phalange, the upper being in-

tellect, art or religion ; the second reason, thought

;

the third worldliness, sensuality, love of the mate-

rial in life. Crooked fingers indicate bad instincts.

Bending backward they indicate cunning and

self-deception. A thumb turning back means gen-

^rositx._

The in^ex, or first finger, li ke the thumb an d all

the other digits, embraces tHree ''worlds'' or grades

of talent, the uppermost being th e highest, most re-

fined and beautiful \ the second the reasonable and
mathematical; the third, the worldly and material.

The first phalange of the Index Ts Religiorff

quickness, particularly when the finger is pointed.

The second phalange of the Index is Ambition.

The third phalange of the Index is Love of Rul-

ing and Pride.

If the finger itself be long, it tends to pride, lux-

viry, and enjoyment. If short, relatively, to activity.

The finger tip must also be consulted ; the intuition

of the pointed or the truthfulness of the ''square,''

the reproduction in art of the actual, as distin-

guished from the imaginative. This Index finger

should be long for the possession of forethought

and thrift. It is dedicated to Jupiter.

The second finger, offered up to Saturn, should

not be very long, else the possessor is apt to be mel-
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aricholy. (I have no experience concerning the

"murderous instinct," said to be shown in its twisted

form.) But it carries a tendency to morbidity, and

a yielding to ''Fate/' ''can't-help-it" kind of resigna-

tion, which is silly, and indicates feeble will.

Its shape varies from the occasional pointed to

the conic and the square, etc. The pointing gives

lightness and less melancholy : while gravity and
energy and activity accompany the other shapes.

Love of animals (horses for choice) is indicated by
a long, square Saturn-finger ; and if the third finger

is the same length, or nearly so, as the second,

gambling, racing, and so on are liked and enjoyed,

but then the first phalanges will not be long —be-

cause gambling is not poetic, nor artistic, nor ideal.

The first phalange long, and decided, in such a

hand, would mean active artistic tastes, architectural

or sculpturing ideas, perhaps. Sadness goes with

the first phalange, and in a weak hand depression

and even suicide may ensue. Mechanical taste goes

with the second if long ; or science, agriculture, and

so on, and a longing to succeed in these employ-

ments is present. Avarice and miserly instincts

exist in the long third phalange ; selfishness also is

seen here.

Bear in mind these ''lengths" are relative, not

positive.
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The third finger, dedicated to Apollo, is thr

abode of Art and money ; the pointed form being

the most artistic and intuitive. The spatulate form

means activity in art, and hence elocution, acting

and so on. Square, it has reason in it.

The phalanges follow the tendency of the finger,

art, industry, vanity, and wealth in turn. If the

finger i s shorter than the Index , the owne r wuTno t

be the dominant partner in marriage or business .

Equal with the first, it shows love of art, and a wish

to shine in it : a desire which may exist also in the

third phalange. Higher than the Index, it fore-

shadow^s success.

The fourth finger is dedicated to Mercury, and is

especially useful to business men, l)ut it betrays the

cheat, the liar, and the thief, or the person having

any bias in those directions.

If long it seeks knowledge; science in a good
hand. In a bad hand this knowledge will be turned

to bad uses, to business-cunning, finesse. If short,

the mind is apt to work quickly. If it do not rise

above the upper joint of the third finger the pos-

sessor will be ruled rather than ruling.

The phalanges deserve attention, as business apt-

itude lies in the uppermost if squared tip, eloquence

if pointed. The second is the reasoning, business

man's phalange good at teaching and reasonable.
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The third means industry, work, but if too long the

lying, fraudulent spirit stands confessed, while

sometimes mechanical science lives in the flattened

or spatulate finger-tip. The love of writing is also

confessed in the rather swollen top-joint of the

fourth finger.

Thus the shorter fourth finger possesses quick-

ness and intelligence ; the longer, deductive reason-

ing, knowledge. The pointed little finger gives elo-

quence, talk, on any subject with some smartness

and intuition.

A few general remarks upon the Hand will close

this section.

A white hand means coldness and egoisjn.

A hard hand, activity ; soft, indolence.

Hairy hands indicate the desire for luxuries, and
if h air be upon the phal anges, anger, even cruelt>^

Want of hair pre-supposes weakness and effem -

inacy.

IV

THE NAILS

There are no surer indications of character than

Nails, and it is curious that they have not been

more fully treated in books. Such a palpably easy

method of confirming one's theories is very useful.
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particularly as a test for temper, and though there

may be slight variations upon the understated

types, the general disposition may be estimated from

them pretty accurately.

In estimating character from the nails, the pinker

portion alone should be considered, though the

cause or the apparent reason for long or short nails

beyond the finger-tips which they shield should

be noticed. For instance, a bitten nail denotes ner-

vousness and an irritable, worried temperament.

Long, curving nails indicate bad tempers, particu-

larly if Hat, instead of rounded, at the bottom parts.

If thin and ''fluted" they show warning-signals of

weak health.

Short nails —that is, nails short between the skin

and the finger-tip, with a tendency in the skin to

cover them —give signs of a critical nature, and

often go with square fingers. Short and squared,

they indicate obstinacy if wide
;

pugnacity if long.

Sometimes the middle finger displays these char-

acteristics, while the others are either what is

termed almond-shaped, or curved at the bottom, the

thumb displaying a white crescent.

In such a hand we may find obstinacy, irritability,

kindness of heart —when not contradicted too much
—and sensitiveness. A mixed character, the read-

ing of which accurately will be completed by the
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lines of the palm. But we can see temper, criticism,

good nature, and some business talent in the

thumbs, whose wide, curved shape denote a *'head

for business," wdiile the red tints pre-suppose anger.

The nails are rather lined, therefore some delicacy

is noted, and those on the art-finger being almond-
shaped, we may put gentleness on that finger, and it

being in this case dominated, w^e may fairly assume
that the subject is rather sensitive to criticism in his

work.

As a general rule, short nails, like short fingers,

denote quickness, curiosity, intuition. On some
hands they mean a frivolous disposition —if the hand
be indolent or easy-going. Neat, polished, well-

tended nails of medium length and properly shaped

show much delicacy of mind, gentlemanly feeling

and taste. If white, the subject is rather cold, and
ot a high moral tone of mind. Thin, they indi-

cate cunning ; dark, treachery, falsehood ; round,

luxury ; wliite spots are generally favorable ; black

spots, unfavorable, loss of money or character.

Brittle and splitting, delicate health. In all cases,

when the nails are short, we may expect a critical,

quizzing, teasing mind, which may develop, by rea-

son of the lines and mounts, into an intolerable

worry and a quarrelsome, irritable disposition.

From these general indications we can deduce
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shaped, we may put gentleness on that finger, and it

being in this case dominated, we may fairly assume

that the subject is rather sensitive to criticism in his

work.

As a general rule, short nails, like short fingers,
denote quickness, curiosity, intuition. On some

hands they mean a frivolous disposition-if the hand

be indolent or easy-going. Neat, polished, well-

tended nails of medium length and properly shaped
show much delicacy of mind, gentlemanly feeling
and taste. If white, the subject is rather cold, and

of a high moral tone of mind. Thin, they indi-

cate cunning; dark, treachery, falsehood; round,
luxury; white spots are generally favorable; black

spots, unfavorable, loss of money or character.

Brittle and splitting, delicate health. In all cases,

when the nails are short, we may expect a critical,
quizzing, teasing mind, which may develop, by rea-

son of the lines and mounts, into an intolerable

worry and a quarrelsome, irritable disposition.
From these general indications we can deduce
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the particular, the happiness and affection in thf

white spot ; the faults and errors, or worse, shown
by the passing dark specks. Pale nails are not

good ; nor are long, curved talons. Here is the

bird of prey : the hard-hearted, it may be pleasant-

mannered, man or woman, but non-sympathetic

;

at times harsh and cruel.

(I should add that I have no actual experience of

the dark spots on nails, but as the white appears to

me to indicate reciprocal affection and friends' re-

gard, and others say the black spot is bad, I put it

down as evil by force of contrast.)^

^ The following are said to be signs:

—

White mark thumb-nail, affection; black, faults of

ttCtion.

White mark first finger-nail, gains; black, loss.

White mark second finger-nail, travel; black, death, or

risk of it.

White mark third finger-nail, honor; black, dishonor,

loss.

White mark fourth finger-nail, business gain, confi-

dence; black business loss, unbelief.
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V

THE PALM OF THE HAND

Wehave considered the hardness and softness of

the hands, and need not ag^ain refer to this feature,

but there are a few points in connection with the

Palm which we must note.

The width or spread of the pahii is interesting.

If wide, we jperceive a generous, broad-minded na-

ture ; intelHgent (active or indolent, successful or

i ion-successful), b ut a lways g-enerous-minded. To
be as near perfection as possible, the palm and the

fingers sHould be the same length. This latter

trait is goo d, and much enjoyment in life may be

p redicted from a larg-e. well-proportioned hand.

A narrow, ''skinny" hand is an unenviable pos-

session. It indicates a rather w^eak mind, and an

nnenergetic disposition. It is cramped, and the en-

ergies are also cramped.

Even fingers and palm —in length I mean—give

one toleration, and a balance of mind, a sense of jus-

tice, which can make allowances and confess faults

of its own.

But the palm must not be too hard, else a proper

firmness and use of the pleasures of this life will de-

generate into selfishness in enjoyment, and abuse c*
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pleasure. A touch of "self" will intrude, and even

the generosity be tainted by a selfish desire.

A very great development, with high mounts,

means a sensual or sensuous type, and whether soft

or hard, the tendency will be the same, but in the

soft hands the effects will be greater ; selfish (or even

^'animal") indulgence being seen.

The centre of the palm, which is termed the "hol-

low of the hand," should not be too hollow, because,

as I have frequently remarked, such a "pond" in the

palm is unlucky. The possessor of this undesir-

able formation will struggle, perhaps, but his efforts

will be frequently in vain. This formation is found

often in the mixed hand, where energy and will may
exist, but softness may induce indolence, or too wide

a palm may destroy, or divert the path from the

worldly success of which we are speaking. The
person may succeed in love, for instance, gain his

end in amusement, but business success, or art-

success, wall be uncertain and erratic, not lasting.

So the properly regulated formation, the true pro-

portion, is not only correct, it is necessary. The
thumbs and fingers will modify, but not destroy the

influence of the person.
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CHAPTERII

THE METHODOF PALMISTRY

I

THE MOUxNTS

Having now heard the evidence, you should hear

the summing-up of this chapter for practical pur-

poses.

Look at the Hand as a whole, and the back view

will put you m immediate i)ossession of the attri-

butes of the Nails, the Fingers, and the Thumb.
You will note the formation of the Nails and of the

lingers. Is the Thumb large or an^'" So in pro-

portion is its influence upon the Hand respecting

the character of the individual.

Are the fingers smooth or knotted? That must

be your next mental question. In the foregoing

pages you will find the significance of both whether

wholly or only partly in evidence, an orderly dispo-

sition, or the contrary ; or an outwardly orderly

character only, etc.

The type of hand you are observing will be plain.

The square, conic, spatulate, or pointed. The
length of the fingers (the palm can be seen later),
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are they hairy? —the thickness and length of the

phalanges wih here tell much, plainly. The upper
most is the iQeal^the second the reasonable and ac-

tual; the third the material, phalange. Remember
this distinction.

The short finger is quickness of judgment, the

long loves detail, the former grasps the matter as a

whole ; the latter separates it, as it were, and ex-

amines it ; one bolts the impression, the mental food,

the other takes it in, like the snake, by degrees.

The small or large thumb and its separate joints

will tell the tale of strength of will, obstinacy, weak- ^

ness, tact, and impulse. The Mount of Venus will

be seen when the hand is turned palm upwards
when the signs of the palm will be noted, and the

''consistency" determined.

Having ascertained all these facts in a few min-

utes' summing up, you deliver your opinion up to

that point. Up to that point I say, advisedly, be-

cause at this point the collateral evidence will begin.

You have made your speech, perhaps intimated

your verdict, but there is yet a court of appeal.

There may be ''extenuating circumstances" ad-

vanced before the final verdict can be given.

The ''other side" —the lines in the Palm, or the

Mounts —may have some evidence bearing upon
an acquittal of the individual from certain misde-
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meanors and ofifences. It is your duty to take all

this evidence and weigh it impartially.

Suppose we exarnine the Mounts before we at-

tack the Lines. The former are fewer, and are not

CO complicated as the latter. Lay the Hand palm
upw^ards, and say what you see (Plate 8).

A Hand rayed by certain lines —never mind
them. Under some fingers are ''bosses" or swell-

ings, soft, yet firm. The side —outwardly, of the

hand is swollen and soft, the ball of the thumb is

raised —may be rayed. Yes. Those ''bosses'' are

the Mounts, and each of them has a special signifi-

cation in itself, and in correlation with the others.

As we have mentioned Venus ( 9 ) we will politely

give her precedence. She rests at the base of the

Thumb, and bestows upon us many benefits, which,

if wisely used and controlled, will make us happy
and appreciated in this world. You can easily sat-

isfy yourselves as to the truth of the diagnosis. I

am stating nothing but the facts ascertained by ex-

perience.

The Mount of Venus credits us with a love for

the opposite sex and admiration for it, for beauty in

all forms, a liking for dancing in good time, a love

of melodious music, a tender grace, and a strong

wish to please our friends and to be liked ourselves.
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This Mount also belongs to the passionate lover

and the flirt. But if the will be strong, and
pride developed, the suspected evil, or flippant ten-

dencies, will be ruled out of order by the possessor

of even a large Mount of V^enus.

But the absence of this Mount is worse than its

appearance. A cold nature, a dull brain, as re-

gards the artistic taste, and side of life. The Love
which in the other event is warm, in the absence of

the Mount is w'anting, or selfishness intrudes like

a mist into the life, and dims the vision and per-

ceptions.

The excess of the Mount is bad, and betrays a

heat of passionate affection which is inconsistent,

changing, and not honorable. With a thick heart

line we may find the passions, if not unbridled, cer-

tainly ridden with a loose rein, and a fall is to be

expected. The soft and pointed fingers, the sensu-

ous hand, the weak will, may, in the absence of

redeeming qualities, bring about an unpleasant state

of affairs if the Mount of Venus be high and barred.

Nevertheless, it gives cheerfulness, brightness, an

airy manner and liveliness with the opposite sex.

and taste for the ""feminine forms of beauty," the

society of young people, a kindness and unselfish-

ness which makes friends, even if they be not useful,

except sociaJb^. The Mount assists us to climb the
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ladders of friendship and of affection, but it does

not help us much in our progress in the world ; for

this assistance is required. Yet one would not wish

to be without it. The flat, crossed and barred

Mount of \ enus displays a sadly exhausted lover of

pleasure, and if certain other signs be present, a

non-desirable companion.

The Mount of Jupiter ( 2/ ) is perceived be-

neath the first finger, on both hands of course, and
predicates pride, ambition, religion, a desire to

shine in society, or amid one's neighbors, and con-

sequently a love of display, and even of liigh ritual

in religious observance.

Jupiter is domineering; hence he will be heard

—

the loud talker is so ruled. He wishes to shine in

the conversation, and is quite confident in himself.

With this desire to be "somebody" you will find

Jupiter's devotees well supported by nature, for they

are generally tall and soldier-like, erect, and slightly

defiant or disdainful, with a tendency toward ego-

tism. The rather hard hand will confirm these

attributes; the soft or smooth type will tend to

luxury.

The results of excess, or of absence entirely, of

this Mount can readily be gauged. Pride will de-

generate into arrogance, domination give place by
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force to tyranny, the desire to shine to the lover of

ostentation. With this excess, and hard hands, we
find selfishness in enjoyment, a certain generosity,

but of a kind which seems calculated to bring in a

response of an advantageous kind, particularly if

the hands be white, or the palm narrow, and the

fingers inclined to close into it.

The results of the absence of the Mount of Jupiter

are carelessness in religious duties, but even so they

will be observed by squared fingers, because appear-

ances demand their recognition ! Selfishness, idle-

ness, and a sad want of ''manners" are signs that

the Mount of Jupiter is wanting. A desire to be

king of the company, and a certain lack of dignity,

sometimes of self-respect, are evident. Hence the

persons who lack the Mount are liable to contract a

marriage rather beneath them, not for the sake of

money either, but because they have been made
much of in their sphere, and feel at home in slip-

pers !

There is here also a tendencv to idleness, and a

disregard for the feelings of others in want of punc-

tuality, or in arrangements afifecting both parties.

Such an one would not care if he kept people wait-

ing while his amusement or interests demanded it.

He would not inconvenience himself for any one

unless some advantage lay behind, or some object
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demanded the temporary sacrifice. Irreligion is

another trait in the hand sans Jupiter.

The Mount of Saturn ( ^ ) is a very important

one, because here the fate of a person is developed,

and this melancholy Mount has power to alter our

apparent destinies. Saturn is a dissatisfying deity,

and has a perplexing, even a complicated, nature.'

He seems to possess the secret of the curse pro-

nounced upon mankind after the fall. Possessing

him we may be fortunate, but in the sweat of our

brows we shall eat bread !

In excess we have with it a morbid horror of

death. ''Dust thou art, unto dust thou shalt re-

turn, '' rings in the ears of those who have Saturn's

Mount large.

Even when absent, Saturn manages to alarm us

by fears, and yet a carelessness even when asso-

ciated with a fear of an impending, invisible evil

hanging over us, is noted. ''I-can't-help-it" feel-

ing is manifested ; but this is the very spirit of

melancholy, though it sounds resigned ! Let it not

overtake you, O reader

!

For observe : You will never —at any rate hardly

ever —find a true and high development of Saturn's

hill. It may be well developed, but tending to

Apollo (the third finger) or to Jupiter, already de-
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scribed. But in cases where it is truly developed,

a morbid tendency to melancholy, suicide, unrea-

sonable fears, and sadness, is to be found or

feared.

It is, however, a comforting reflection that the

Mount is so seldom in excess —a circumstance

which tends to confirm the fact that one's own des-

tiny is greatly dependent upon one's own conduct

!

That this is true no one can deny, and in such meas-
ure as we accept or defy the evil tendencies, the

sooner they will approach or leave us.

Try the remedy, make an effort, and I think you
will find that, if the Mount do not rise, your fate

line rising in the centre of the palm will ascend,

and, cutting into the place where the hill might be,

will bring you better feelings and better fate. A
timid disposition will be recruited by success, and

the character wall be strengthened. The ground

(the soil) clings to the Saturnian. His tastes are

those of the tiller of the earth ; even solitude in the

garden or in the mine. Such people are not sen-

sitive to criticism, and prefer solitude. Yet a small

mount and a good line are indications of success

:

prudence is a characteristic, and by caution they will

succeed if the hand be otherwise favorable. The
position of the Mount, as regards those beside it,

will help to determine this.
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timid disposition vill be recruited by success, and

the character will be strengthened. The ground
(the soil) clings to the Saturnian. His tastes are

those of the tiller of the earth; even solitude in the

garden or in the mine. Such people are not sen-

sitive to criticism, and prefer solitude. Yet a small

mount and a good line are indications of success:

prudence is a characteristic, and by caution they will

succeed if the hand be otherwise favorable. The

position of the Mount. as regards those beside it,
will help to determine this.
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W%hope to deal with these developments later

on.

The Mount of Apollo ( O ), which lies at the

base of the third finger, indicates a sunny tempera-

ment and a grace of mind which reveal charming
qualities. Here we find the beauty of cultivation,

art, and literature, artistic tastes, a charitable dis-

position. The truest and best qualities of our na-

ture lie in this Mount, with some of those failings

which are somehow almost inseparable from the

artistic temperament, such as carelessness, a taint

of fickleness, and a sensitiveness which often dis-

turbs a friendship —hence the changefulness.

But the good Mount of Apollo loves art and
beauty for their own sakes. Then the hand will

not be sensual, nor the body gross. The fingers

may be smooth, with that charming carelessness and
want of order which characterizes the devotee of

art, but such true artists will not pose to the public

—they desire to shine, it is true, but amid sympa-
thetic surroundings. The executive artist will pos-

sess conic, or useful, finger-tips, and fairly long

fingers.

In excess the Mount leads us astray. We find

in it exaggeration, display, extravagance, luxury,

and a boastful conceit, which loves to pose and be

'
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in evidence. A sensual type oft finger will accom-
pany this type ; the fingers indicating activity and
ardor and httle calculation. The hands will be soft,

and the possessor will think himself of no small im-

portance, while he is all the time unstable, and full

of levity, love of money and dress, falsehood and
envy. Both hands should be consulted.

The total absence of any Mount of Apollo is to

be greatly deplored, particularly if Saturn be want-

ing, and there are no lines on the sun's place.

Want of the sun kills us in time, so want of the

Mount indicates an aimless, vegetative kind of ex-

istence, an insignificant life, and a taste for pleasure

not the highest

!

Lines upon this Mount, as upon all the others,

have certain significations, which we shall consider

later in full; but even if it exist without lines, the

liking for, the appreciation of art will exist in the

soul, and even a desire, perhaps never to be realized,

for artistic production.

The sun then is good. Let it shine in your

palms.

The next mount is that of Mercury ( ^ ) which,

as the name implies, endows us with quickness,

smartness, intelligence, wit, invention, and such

spontaneous attributes
;

promptness and aptitude for
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Mount indicates an aimless, vegetative kind of ex-

istence, an insignificant life, and a taste for pleasure
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.later in full; but even if it exist without lines. the

likingfor, the appreciation of art will exist in the

soul, and even a desire, perhaps never to be realized,
for artistic production.
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The sun then is good. Let it shine in your

palms.

The next mount is that of NTERCURY ( 2,5 ) which,
as the name implies. endows us with quickness,
smartness, intelligence, wit, invention. and such

spontaneous attributes ; promptness and aptitude for



business. These are all admirable, and to the list

we may add the power of expression, eloquence, or

writing facility, a lightness of body and a quickness

of mind.

These are all contained in Mercury, the lively

spirit, which desires change of scene, the intelli-

gence to appreciate it, and the eloquence to describe

it in true (if in imaginative) fashion, cleverly.

The excessive qualities of this Mount may easily

be estimated. The attributes are accentuated. The
great quickness and aptitude in business becomes

too great ; the smartness becomes dishonesty ; the

invention falsehood ; the promptness to take advan-

tage descends to robbery, theft, treachery ! The
self-deceiving fingers (turned back) excuse many
things, and the soft hands mean indolence —a de-

sire to gain any how, to spend the gains luxuri-

ously, and under certain circumstances to enjoy very

low pleasures.

The want of the Mount denotes failure in busi-

ness, a negative, aimless, existence. But the pos-

sessors of the mercurial temperament are well

known. They are active in sports and good at

games, cards, etc. ; betray considerable astuteness,

notwithstanding any airiness of manner. The in-

clinations are (in the normal mercurial hand) moral

:

they marry early in life, sometimes as a matter of
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business, for "partnerships/' The mercurial one
does not spare himself in business or sport, and
does his best in either direction.

The Mount of Mars ( ^ ) rests underneath Mer-
cury, not far below, between it and the Mount of

the Moon. Some writers declare that there are two
Mounts of Mars, one beneath Jupiter, whose func-

tions are similar to those of Jupiter himself. For
my part, I believe that one Mount of Mars, only, is

developed in our palms, the other ''boss'' being only

an extension of Jupiter, rather made manifest by the

hollowness of the palm. But Jupiter and Mars to-

gether are successful —ambition, deyotion, and

courage assisting each other.

In the Mount of Mars, as the name implies, we
expect to find true courage, physical and moral, and

a devoted bravery at times which places the soldier

on the pinnacle of fame, perhaps upon the lower

level of a public statue, or in a cathedral grave.

With Jupiter we can define the results, but even

without him the calm, cool courage of the man, the

resigned will, the resolution and self-respect, the

ease in obeying, when necessary ; the capability to

command, if desired —all these combine to make the

hero, and the practical religion of the characler.

Such a Mount must General Gordon have pos-
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sessed ; a power of resistance, which is the central

stratum in the Mount of Mars, a true and devoted

courage.

The excess of Mars is not always bad—indeed, at

times, it may lead to success, as one may perceive.

For in the excess of courage and gratitude w^e have

much dash, a bravery even to rashness, but prob-

ably successful, with strength of mind —in a ''good"

hand.

Nevertheless, in a hand whose lines are bad, and

whose fingers are cruel, the excess of Mars is not so

pleasant. The worse side of the strength and of the

spirit of command is seen as the tyrant and the

bully, the unjust, a passionate judge, or executioner,

stand revealed. A man with this excessive devel-

opment in his "bad" hand would be a Jeffreys, and
loving hanging for the sake of it —a ''thirst for

blood." The former type (above) is niore of the

style of Nelson or Ney.

The absence of the Mount of Mars argues timidity

of body, nervousness, and want of presence of mind.

At times one may perceive a true cow^ardice in

this, but this is difficult to determine, because pride

under Jupiter may, and probably will, interfere and

prevent any display of cowardice, though presence

of mind and nervous apprehension are quite likely

to appear in the same character. You will find the
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Mount of Jupiter partly developed in this case near

the base, low down, for the qualities of active cour-

age rise from the ambition and resolution of Jupi-

ter; the best qualities of the virtue of courage

are on the Mount of Mars, proper, under Mer-

cury.

Sometimes the Mount of Mars is undeveloped in

the left hand, and visible in the right. (This may
also be the case wath other Mounts.) In the in-

stance before me it is evident that the individual

whose left hand is lacking the Mount is naturally

nervous, timid, shy ; but the development upon the

right hand indicates that he possesses some true

courage, if no extraordinary ''dash f that he is of a

retiring disposition, but no runaway. He is mor-

ally brave and really ''plucky" in emergencies, but

shrinks from putting himself forward. Where he

chooses to assert himself he leads.

^

At a certain club dinner I had tlie opportunity to

study unnoticed a few hands in the ante-room, and

should name Sir Evelyn Wood, V. C, whose hand

in Mars is well developed, and Dr. Conan Doyle,

^ This diagnosis is acknowledged, by the person referred

to, to be accurate. But he adds, '*I don't often lead,

don't like the responsibility!"
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who is plucky, but retiring. I trust these distin-

guished gentlemen will pardon my mentioning their

names.

Passing now' from Mars the Warrior we reach,

by a gentle descent, the base of the Mount of
Luna ( 5 ), or, in general parlance, the Mount of
THE Moon.

This is situated opposite Venus, vis-a-vis, and

both are frequently developed in the same hands.

The Moon brings with it romance and imagination,

the poetic instinct, the observation of nature, study

of the weather, admiration of beautiful scenery, and

of all nature's beauties. There is here also a love of

the sea, not ahvays for sailing, because it may not

agree, but if not, the seaside certainly has its attrac-

tion ; the weaves, the storm, and the moonlight.

Sentimentality wall also be present with a high

Mount of Venus, but imagination, voyaging, and

feeling are in the domain of the Moon.
Absence of this Mount argues the want of these

attributes. There is little sympathy, and no ''allow-

ance'' made by the Moon-less man! The gush,

even the pleasant, if not invariably sincere sympathy
is wanting, and the person thus unendowed may be

perfectly just, but he is ''hard." He cannot, save

with much difficulty, put himself in your place, so
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his decisions will be business-like, or bigoted, as his

'iines" may declare.

On the other hand —either hand —the excess of

tlie Moon is a misfortune. It makes one dull and

melancholy, if not counteracted by other signs. It

makes us sad and foreboding. It irritates us

through our sensitiveness and romance, through

our thin skin, and depresses us by our anticipation

of things which do not occur. We are capricious,

inconstant as the changing moon ; dissatisfied with

ourselves and superstitious dowai to madness ! The
sentiment and the love of harmony have departed,

and the mind is w^eakened by other influences giving

us too strong a mixture of the Moon.
Thus the Mounts must be studied. Once the stu-

dent has grasped the meanings of the Mounts

—

w'hich are named after certain ''deities'* whose sup-

posed characteristics are indicated by the ciualities

actually to be found in the hand —he must connect

them with the presence or absence of other Mounts
w^hich wall confirm or mitigate the influence sug-

gested.

In this manner the malign influence of Saturn

may be set at naught by the cheerfulness of Aler-

cury, the courage and resignation of Mars, or the

love of Venus. Jupiter and \>nus are good if to-

gether. The Moon and Venus give romantic tem-
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peraments and some beauty of form and features.

Aiars and Venus jealousy, passion, love ; Apollo and

Venus brilliancy, fascination, charm, and so on.

But, according to the older accepted theories

—

and for these I am unable to vouch, although as-

trology confirms them —the excess of the Mounts
indicates some ill-elTects of the parts of the body

governed by the planets respectively. Venus and

the Moon are rulers over the lower parts of the

body, while Jupiter covers head and lungs. Mars,

the head and throat, the Sun, the heart and eyes and

arms. Mercury, the liver and lower limbs. There-

fore, a subject of Mars may have to fear illnesses af-

fecting the throat and head, such as scarlet fever,

neuralgia, headaches, diphtheria.

rUit supposing that Mars w^ere allied w^ith Mer-
cury. In this case indigestion and rheumatism

would probably have to be dreaded— the lines of the

hands being consulted for confirmation. So in the

life of a person ruled by Mars and Mercury illnesses

would arise, but if Jupiter came up, his power would

perhaps interfere to save the subject from early

death.

Let us continue this argument, which some little

experience tends to confirm. Suppose that, in ad-

dition to Mercury and Mars, Venus is represented

strongly upon the hand. Wehave then strong pas-
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sions, and with all our cheerfulness and courage

may suffer from their indulgence. With a highly

developed Mount of the Moon, such indulgence

will cause remorse, fears of punishment, detection,

and make us depressed and melancholy in anticipa-

tion. Saturn governs the spleen, and will make us

irritable. So just think of the miserable plight of

the man, who, without Mars or Jupiter, is devoted

to Venus, Moon, and Mercury! A sensualist with-

out balance or courage.

He is a sensualist, one who wall stop at no ruse

to obtain his ends, and if Mars be added, he will dis-

play talent and courage in his dissipations and

anmsements worthy of a better cause. He will dare

anything at the time to gain his ends, and regret it

afterwards, particularly if the Moon be very high,

the head-line sloping to it, and forked. But fears

will disappear as Venus rises again above the hori-

zon of his mind, and the same round, and remorse,

supervene.

n

OTHERASPECTS OF THE PALAI

The Plain of Mars is in the centre of the palm,

and occupies a portion of the hollow of the hand

;

and if this hollow be deeper than ordinary, it is a
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sure indication that much success will not attend the

well-meant efforts of the individual whose palms

show this formation. He may have luck, and his

perseverance and ability may give him a certain

amount of success, but it will be checked and
chequered. If only the left hand be hollowed, the

chances of success are much improved.

The Plain of Mars lies in this hollow, just beyond
the Mount of Mars, and in its higher development

possesses some of the attributes of the latter, a

daring perseverance, a pushing temperament, rather

an aggressive one ; but if low, the subject in whose
palm it dips is of a quiet, peacefully-minded disposi-

tion, objecting to strife, and quarrel ; but if Mars be

developed the temper will be quick, and tend to

''fighting" when aroused. A very hollow hand is

almost certainly indicative of a lost life —a non-suc-

cess —no position in the profession chosen.

The line of Head (A), as will be seen and ex-

plained later, crosses the Plain of Mars, indicative of

the life-struggle we are continually waging, while

our Line of Fate —sometimes even the Hea^t Line,

dips toward the Plain —also traverses it, and so our

whole existence lies upon the plain at one time.

When the lines have escaped or crossed the Plain

of Mars, the life and experiences of the individuals

are usually fixed by custom and habit.
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The Palm of the Hand, Hke the fingers, has been
(hvided into three worlds or zones, in which the

upper portion is the "divine" part, the centre the

natural, or reasonable ; the lowest part the material,

or sensual, portion. The space l)etween the Heart
Line and the bases of the fingers includes the intui-

tive portion ; the remaining zones may vary in their

extent. The soft fat hand tells its own tale, ma-
terialism.

There are spaces traced upon the Palm, bounded
by the lines, common to all hands. These spaces

are termed the Quadrangle and the Triangle ; the

former between the two upper lines, the latter in the

Plain of Mars already located.

All the other characteristics of the hand, the lines,

crosses, circles, branches, and so on, will be fully

dealt with in Part H, under the heading of Chiro-

mancy, as this first portion is Chirognomy, the

whole science being Chirosophy.

The Palm is susceptible of other nomenclature,

and it has been divided into the "male" and ''female"

portions, the male being indicated by the upper and

harder, the female by the softer and more sensuous

lower part. Or, again, the north and south are re-

spectively measured.

To detail these we may refer to the constituent

parts. The upper male or northern part possesses
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industry, art, and strength, in Mercury, Apollo, and

Jupiter. Far be it f^oni the present writer to in-

sinuate —much less maintain —that industry, art,

and power do not rest also in the Female Line. We
see the results every day to the contrary, but this

is the old reading which distinguishes the occupa-

tions of the man in the world from those of the

woman ; or those feminine attributes as distin-

guished from the hardy occupations of the man.

Nowadays, the comparison is not needed, nor would
it hold, because the ''womanly" hand is assimilating

to the ''manly" in many respects as ladies advance

into the domain of the athlete ; the cricketer, the

golfer, the cycler, and the hockey or foot-ball player.

The north and south is a better comparison, as

the northerner is hardier, less sensuous, less indo-

lent than the southerner, the worker and the dilet-

tante respectively. Climate, of course, influences

them, but the same characteristics remain. Nature

insists.

There is not much more necessary for me to say

concerning the fingers and mounts on the palm, as

palm. Wenow turn to the more interesting side of

our subject, the lines of the hand—Chiromancy.
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PART U

CHIROMANCY

CHAPTERI

THE LINES OF THE PALAI OF THE HAND

Leaving now the hand, with its general indica-

tions of heat and coldness, hardness, softness, flexi-

bility, and the outlines of the fingers, let ns come to

the Lines of the Palm —the trunk-lines upon which
the wheels of our existence turn.

There are individuals who declare that all the

lines in our palms are simply creases, and that it is

absurd to pretend to read anything in the palms of

the hands. While admitting that the four— some-
times five —main lines may be the natural creases in

the hands of the new-born infant, we deny the ex-

istence of any other distinct markings. I was re-

quested to examine the hand of an infant five weeks
old, and upon its palm the four main lines were plain

and clear, but no other lines were visible.
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So the ''creases" are the natural lines. Granted,

What then?

''Oh/' exclaims our interlocutor, "you confess

it!"

"Yes, certainly," w^ reply.

"Then your pretended science is all nonsense!

Every one possesses these lines ; they are all the

same ! Therefore your attempt to read differences

in them is absurd
!"

This was triumphantly expressed to me some

time ago, and to my opponent's surprise I agreed

with him.

"Quite true so far, assuming that you are cor-

rect !"

"I am correct!" he replied. "Certain!"

"Indeed! Then kindly open your hands, look at

your palms, look at mine. Are they alike?"

"There are the same lines, I tell you !"

"Yes ; but we have both a pair of eyes* and of ears
;

they are not alike! Our mouths, our noses, fore-

heads, feet, are not similar! Nor are our hands!

Look again." He looked, studied the four palms,

and confessed that they differed. The lines were

there, but their directions and their appearances

differed.

"Look at your own hands," I continued. "They

differ, too/'
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''Yes, they do," he confessed. "They are not

precisely ahke. Some hnes are stronger in one than

in the other. I never thought of this before !"

There is the case in a few sentences. This is only

a sample of many such conversations. People do
not think —they assume, and leap to conclusions in

ignorance

!

My friend was pleased, but puzzled, half sceptical.

He could not understand it. Why are the lines

there? That I cannot explain. The hands are

folded so by nature, and the folding gives the crease.

The doubling of the hand to make the fist creates

the lines, perhaps. There they are. Care, age,

worry, illness, temporary or lengthened, pain, sor-

row, laughter, tears, all human emotions, are at

times marked upon the face and brow. The ha-

bitual emotion leaves its traces, wdiich are indelible.

The nerve-force may contract or expand the under

surface, and cause lines or crow's feet or furrows

even in the face! The same force furrows, "crow's-

feet,'' or lines our palms. Why? I cannot say, un-

less it is for our w^arning, for our learning.

To recognize physiognomy, and to condenm Pal-

mistry, is unfair and bigoted. Wejudge habitually

by features and faces, and pride ourselves upon our

perception of the character thus read ! But if one

tells us the same character by the hands, the ignor-
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ant and prejudiced ones say it is fortune-telling ! A
magistrate the other day told a prisoner solemnly

that if he persisted in his (then) career he would

end by penal servitude, in long periods, too, and

maybe die by the rope! No doubt the judge ar-

gued from the man's face and his record. Well, was

not that fortune-telling? And he was paid for sit-

ting on the bench and for his utterances thereon!

Why was he not condemned to a fine or to ''a

month" for the misdemeanor —for accepting money

for prophecy? The honest Palmist says no more

than the magistrate. Yet the former is condemned

as a charlatan. Wesay this is unfair. No one has

proved Palmistry to be in error to any serious ex-

tent. Wecannot say the same for the law

!

But we have run off the lines, and must come

back from this siding to pick up our cases. There

are four or five lines to be considered. These are

called

:

(i) The Heart Line or Mensal.

(2) The Head Line or Cerebral.

(3) The Life Line or Vital.

(4) The Fate Line or Saturnian.

(5) The Liver Line or Line of Health.

There are also the Line of Apollo or Art, the

Girdle of Venus, the Quadrangle, Triangles, Line

of Dissipation, the Rascettes or Bracelets, the Line
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of Luna, and Marriage Lines. Of these we may
class the Line of Apollo next in importance to the

first five mentioned, which we possess by the gift of

our nature or by reason of our place in creation.

We shall consider all these lines separately, and

as fully as possible in relation to each other and to

other significations.

From the previous diagram (Plate 9) the position

and the general direction of the chief lines can be

understood. Just compare the drawing with your

own hand ; the lines vary in direction, remember.

The upper (direct) Hue is the Heart Line,

marked A. A.

The next below it is the Head Line, marked

B. B.

The line around the thumb is the Life Line,

marked C. C.

The line up the centre of the hand is the Fate

Line, D. D.

The line sideways across the palm is the Liver

Line, E. E.

The line of Apollo is beneath the third finger,

F. F.

The Girdle of Venus lies beneath the second and

third fingers, G. G.

The Quadrangle is the space between the Heart

and Head Lines,
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The Triangles are those between the chiel hnes.

The Grand Triangle mostly mentioned is that

formed by the Lines of Life, Head, and Liver in

the centre of the palm.

The Rascettes encircle the Wrists, H. H.

The Line of the Moon (Luna) is not often in

evidence. It may be traced from Luna towards

Mercury, A. B. E.

The Marriage Lines are upon the outside edge

of the Hand, beneath the little finger, horizontally.

Each of these lines and combinations has various

significations, and their relationships are more
numerous than German cousins. They all affect

each other, adding, substracting, multiplying, and
dividing among themselves the tendencies and in-

fluences in proportion to their positions respectively.

So it is of little use practically to tell a person that

his life is menaced. Wemust try to find the date

and the cause, and to verify the prediction by a

reference to the other hand, ere we pronounce an

opinion. Then the patient, duly warned, takes care

to avoid the danger. If he think to do so he will

probably escape, and the signs of evil will disappear.

When describing the lines in detail I will men-
tion cases which have occurred in my own experi-

ence at times. We will now commence with the

Heart Line.
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THE HEART LINE (a. A.)

This important line carries in its course many
secrets, which it naturally shares with the Life and
Head Lines. The course of the Line of Heart is

across the upper part of the hand, from near the

Mount of Jupiter to the edge or percussion of the

hand. (See diagram, Plate 9.)

In appearance it should be well colored, strongly

marked, and narrow —not broken up nor rayed.

Sometimes the line seems to rise or to disappear be-

tween Saturn and Jupiter. This, while indicating

passionate affection, is a warning that hard work
will have to be done in life ere the heart's desires are

accomplished.

The appearance and continuity of the Heart Line

are very important factors in our lives. If it be deep

and clear and narrow, the afTections may be said to

be strong and firm —a prognostic of happiness. A
long line is good, but it need not exceed the limits

above laid down. Else jealous, even envious, feel-

ings ensue, particularly if Venus be strong and the

head imaginative. (See ''Luna.'')

The short line without assistance means a rather

cold nature, not heartless.

On this line one may read many curious things.

The state of the physical heart —also the ideal

—
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mav be seen. The number of attachments and dis-

appointments in the affections and their relative

strength may be noted by the expert. The friendly

or love attachments, if successful and pleasing, rise

upwards from the Line of Heart, and indicate one

who is well liked —a favorite with all, and, perhaps,

mostly with the opposite sex. The same indica-

tions are less frequently seen in the female hand,

and in the right hand generally, because that hand
is the ''active" one, so to speak, and displays our

deeds, the left hand indicating merely the tenden-

cies.

The chained Line of Heart points to inconstancy

in our affections, and when underlined in bands

some very absorbing passion. He wdio looks may
read and discover the flirting tendencies of the

owner of such a hand, sometimes more than a mere
flirting tendency, particularly if the line be redder

than ordinary. In this lies strength of passion, and
with the rayed Mount of Venus, and also Imagina-

tion (in Luna), one may safely pronounce the sub-

ject a general lover, unless the will and pride be

strong.

There are often indentations upon the Heart Line

which I have found indicate a weakness —not by any

means necessarily disease —of the heart. I have di-

agnosed these marks in several cases when not deep,
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and have advised care, not much violent exercise

;

running up and down stairs should be avoided.

On one occasion a lady who was fearful of some
serious heart afifection, physically, asked me my
opinion concerning this mark. I told her that her

heart was affected slightly, not by disease, but most
probably by the un-

romantic indi-

g e s t i o n , and she

need fear no real ill.

She was, however,

unsatisfied, and con-

sulted a physician,

W' ho, as she after-

wards informed me,

confirmed my ver-

dict in almost the

same terms which I

had used, and her

fears w^ere then al-

layed.

^'^s- I This mark is red,

with this sort of indentation on the line almost like

an impression of a blunted point of a pencil. A
break will denote weakness in the heart, and many
breaks mean worries in the affections, and weakness

arising therefrom.
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