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!$ieftert0c o f $ p tr itu a li* m  to the 
© w entteth C entury.

I m js t  have been bu t half aw ake— for I had 
been sleeping in a dark  valley— when I lifted my 
eyes to the eastern  sky and saw  a beautiful girl, 
clad in w hite raim ent, tripp ing  down the cloud 
banks of the heavens till her feet touched the rosy 
hill-tops, then leaping from peak to peak until she 
stood on the m ountain brow above me, fair and 
beautiful as the im age of youth and love incarnate. 
H er rosy cheek, flashing eye and raven locks were 
bathed  in the glory of the rising sun, and the dew- 
drops of the m orning glistened like jew els in her 
hair.

44Who .*t thou? Whence art thou. Fair Stranger"? I
asked.

44 Some styl< me the D augh ter of G od," said 
she, 44 o thers call me T ru th — and in la ter days 
m any speak of me as Spiritual Philosophy. I 
com e from the bosom of Infinite Life and Love 
and my m ission is to the sons of m en."

>4What is thy message and thy mission, Fair Child of 
Heaven?*’ I asked.

“  I am  come to repeat and em phasize all of 
tru th  and inspiration th a t have ever come to 
hum an m inds and hearts. I am come to re-echo 
every noble prophecy of past days, to  sing  again 
every song  of love and sw eetness of the poets of 
the  olden tim e, to  give new  m eaning and em pha-
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sis to the wisdom of sages and philosophers, to 
veru j every noble dream  of the reform er, and to  
perpetuate  and multiply the w ords and w orks of 
all the  w orld’s C hrists.

I come to  give absolute liberty to m an, woman 
and child— to break  every hum an fetter ; to banish 
sickness, poverty and suffering ; to m ake m ankind 
one happy hum an brotherhood ; to  p repare men 
for pure and noble living here and now a~.i thus 
set up G od’s kingdom  on earth - ra ther than per* 
petuate  the m orbid views of the past th a t religion 
is to  p repare man for dying and for som e fanciful 
and irrational condition hereafter. I come th a t 
all men may have life, free, joyous, abundant, full 
of power and progress. I come to  lift all men into 
a consciousness of their d iv in ity ,— to banish fear, 
and enable every m a r to stand am idst th2 g rea t 
forces of the universe and rule them  as the driver 
does his steeds, by force of hand and will. I come 
to crow n m an Sovereign, and to place in his hands 
the sceptre of the universe.

I come to  unfold and develop m an’s sp irituality  
and divinity— and I alone can save him. W hile 
many a one has come before in my nam e and under 
my inspiration has so tau g h t tru th  and lived it as 
to become a Saviour of men or a C hrist, I alone 
am The W orld's S a v io u r; I alone am The World's 
C hrist

“  The Sp iritua l Philosophy / ” I said in some 
surprise, “  W hy tha t,, according to m y orthodox 
teachers came not out o f  the skies but from the p it. 
I  have heard i t  i l l  spoken o f  by the religious teach­
ers, as a m ixture  o f  f r a u d  and nonsense. I  would  
test thee, F  Stranger, w ith  a Jew  questions—-first 
as to wh you teach to men and, secondly, as to
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•what you propose to do fo r  men. Now, fo r  example, 
I  have heard my friends say that yoi • teaching 
leads to immorality— that you remove the old stand­
ards of conduct and leave men to follow the passions 
of their hearts and the whims and fancies o f their 
minds. W hat hast thou to say to tha t?  ”

“  S p iritualism ,” my fair v isitan t replied, “  fu r­
nishes the h ighest ethical . 'm dard  of u iran  con­
duct. I t asserts  th a t law reigns uni sally and 
th a t obedience to  law is life— disobedience is 
death . Every act of m an, tb rre io re , brings its 
own rew ard or punishm ent. T '.t.re is no escape, 
no exception, no in te•"> -ence in this world or the 
next, n the part of God or mar., w ith the sover­
eign sway of divine law. A good deed can no 
more fail of its rew ard than  natu re  can cease to  
be. I t  requires no set tribunal— no au g u st judge  
— no form al sentence—no arb itra ry  judgm ent. 
N a tu re ’s o rder is perfect : her plan faultless : her 
rew ards and punishm ents im bedded in the very 
constitu tion  of th ings. H ow  can such teach ing  
properly understood lead to  anyth ing  bu t purity  of 
th o u g h t and life ? Spirit* alism teaches the 
potency of th o u g h t— its creative pow er and its 
ru lership over the physical and m aterial realm s. 
Its  m andate , therefore, is to all : learn to th ink  
clearly, logically, lovingly and purely of all th in g s : 
purify the inner tem ple of your being . ‘ Make
the house where Gods may dwell, beautiful, entire 
and clean. ”

Spiritualism  asserts  and proves th a t our h ighest 
personal developm ent and happiness can only be 
secured by altru istic  endeavor for o th e rs’ good.
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Its  religion is, therefore, essentially th a t of good 
deeds. Its religion is briefly expressed in this 
couplet :—

“ Out of the bondage of man-made creeds
Into the practice of loving deeds.”

Spiritualism  teaches th a t a man cannot fulfil 
the law of his own being, cannot unfold his nobler 
natu re , and cannot ta ste  the highest bliss, w ith­
out a life of loving m inistry to his fellows. Spir­
itualism  rejects no standard  of hum an conduct th a t 
experience has proven to be for m an’s advance­
m ent or society’s good. It te sts  all ethical s tan d ­
ards by appeals to experience and to nature. It 
has not ten com m andm ents, but one, and it is 
this : Live up to the highest ideals o f yo u r spiritual 
nature.

I t is true Spiritualism  rejects much of the con­
ventional m orality of this and other lands which 
rests upon observance of certain days, rites, cere­
m onies— and upon professed revelations from the 
Almighty. W e deny the au thority  of all these 
com m andm ents except so far as experience has 
dem onstrated  their utility or they approve them ­
selves to m an’s moral consciousness. Their 
au thority  lies in their utility and in their ag ree­
m ent with natu re and not in any supernatural 
origin. The charge of im m orality does not lie 
aga inst the Spiritual Philosophy— but rather 
against the creedal teachings which assert the 
possibility of cheating  N ature by securing rew ards 
we have never earned— and of escaping punish­
m ent our ju s t due. The creeds deny the sinful­
ness of sin by m aking it a th ing  to be forgiven— 
to be atoned for by another—to be escaped from 
by an act of faith. The charge of im m orality lies

.
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aga inst those who teach th a t a man may live a 
sinner and die a sa in t— th a t “  between the saddle 
and the ground, pardon may be sought and found” 
— th a t m an may cheat ou traged  m oral laws of the 
universe by substitu ting  an innocent victim to bear 
his pain— th a t he may lean upon a to rtu red  C hrist 
and gain  adm ittance to a heaven he has never 
m erited. Surely it lies not in the lips ot orthodoxy 
to  assert th a t Spiritualism  leads to  im m orality. 
If Spiritualists are ever— like too many o thers— 
im m oral, it is aga in st the whole teaching  and 
trend of their Philosophy.

Spiritualism  by dem onstra ting  the continuity of 
life, by proving the universality of law, by show ing 
th a t the future character and life is a  natural, 
orderly developm ent from th is life, by teaching the 
potency of hum an th o u g h t for good and ill, by its 
doctrine of telepathy proving th a t no man liveth 
to himself, or dieth to himself, and by its doctrine 
of angelic m inistration show ing th a t all our con­
duct is under the inspection of our arisen friends, 
has placed the greatest possible safeguards around  
hum an character and  conduct.

No other philosophy know n to m an offers such 
natural and powerful m otives and such exalted 
inspiration to  noble living.

** But what does Spiritualism teach regarding the Home ? ”

I asked • “  I  have heard i t  asserted by its opponents
tha t i t  destroys homes rather than builds them. This 
is a serious charge. ”

“  S piritualism ,” said my fair V isitor, “  recog- 
ii nizes the home as the one fundam ental institu tion

of hum anity. Its foundations are laid in nature. 
H um anity can exist w ithout schools, churches and
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governm ent better than w ithout the home. No 
civilization and progress can come to  man w ithout 
the home. O ut of this primal in teger grow s the 
school, the church, the governm ent. All o ther 
institu tions in hum an society may be called a r ti­
ficial : the home is the very foundation o f hum an 
progress. All o ther institu tions may be called 
hum an : the home is im bedded in the very nature 
of hum anity and is divine. Its  foundations are 
love and justice, and ju s t in proportion as the 
school, church and governm ent are patterned  after 
the ideal home will they contribute to hum an 
progress.

M an’s nature m akes home a necessity and in 
all his future unfoldm ents it is doubtful if the 
home will not be to man a word of la rger signifi­
cance and increasing sw eetness. M an’s g row ing  
and affectional natu re  will add ten thousand new 
charm s and m eanings to the  word as he uniolds 
th rough  the centuries.

A re lig io r, therefore, th a t does not recognize 
the sacredness and suprem e value of the home and 
teach the people how to build and perpetuate and 
preserve the sanctity  of the home, m ust stand  for­
ever condemned. Spiritualism , however, does 
not recognize four walls and a w edding certificate 
as constitu ting  a home. It asserts th a t home is 
the heart union of man '’and wom an, based on 
natural adaptation , m utual love and unselfish 
devotion. If these be absent all the wealth of 
O phir, all the sanction of the m arriage rite, and 
all the benedictions of the clergy, are bu t desecra­
tion of true m arriage and constitu te only a coun­
terfeit of the true home. N ature teaches th a t oil 
and w ater will not unite while certain atom s of
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hydrogen and oxygen in detinue proportions form 
a com pound. You cannot upset, reverse or im­
prove n a tu re’s ordination. T rue m arriage is 
based we say on nature : m arriages are made in 
heaven : the counterfeits are often m anufactured 
here by avarice, pride and false social ideals and 
blessed by priestly hands. O ut of these counter­
feit m arriages and counterfeit hem es, spring  the 
discords and divorces. Spiritualism  holdi ig  to 
the doctrine of the absolute liberty of man and 
wom an and child asserts tha t no m an or woman 
should be compelled to live a lifetime in dom estic 
hell because in their ignorance and blindness *bey 
entered upon a foolish and unnatural contract. 
Y et so sacred are the relations of m arried life, and 
so many the in terests involved, th a t no one should 
lightly make or break the m arriage bond.

If it be said, therefore, th a t Spiritualism  de­
stroys the true home, our answ er is th a t the 
charge is maliciously false in every respect. 
Spiritualism  recognizes the suprem e sanctity  and 
and value of the true home, blesses it, pronounces 
it the m ost sacred and holy spot on earth  : and 
rightly  regards it as the largest factor in hum an 
progress.

But this is quite in harm ony with the liberty 
we teach of living happily apart ra ther than in a 
dom estic hell together. The fact th a t a m inister 
has unw ittingly pronounced the bans upon oil and 
w ater is no reason for perpetually keeping them  in 
one bottle. G unpow der and m atches are .safer 
some distance apart.

W e deny the inference th a t a m arriage rite can 
constitu te a true  hom e and until a clergym an can 
cause two diverse elem ents— devoid of c.iemical
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affinity—to unite in one com pound by pronouncing 
the banns of union and saying the doxology, un­
til th a t hour we m ust deny his power and th a t of 
the church or governm ent to m ake a  true m arriage 
or a home.

Spiritualism  does teach fidelity to m arriage 
vows, the union of one man and one woman as 
the law of nature, and has no sym pathy w hatever 
w ith unions th a t are easily formed and broken at 
the dictates of avarice, fashion or lust.

“ Free lo v e ” — as a term  of reproach— is 
charged against Spiritualism  and by it som ething 
vastly different from free love is m eant, tor w hat 
love is there but free love?  But fr e e  love is not 
free lu s t!  And in the sense in which the charge 
is made it is false and malicious.

No purer, sw eeter and more loving homes are 
found on earth  to-day than those built and per­
petuated under the principles of the Spiritual 
Philosophy.

Oh, if our leaders of w ealth and fashion, if 
those who have the time and freedom, were to 
seriously ponder the g rea t underlying principles of 
true hom e-building— how to m ate and m arry 
according to N atu re’s ordination, if they would 
learn the laws of sacred generation, and thus 
build homes of divinest harm ony w hat a god-like 
race of men and women wonld we rear upon the 
face of the earth  ! E arth  and heaven would g rad ­
ually melt into one and men and angels would 
dwell as one family on earth But many of the 
“ 4 0 0 ” in the principal cities have no tim e for 
these problem s w ithout neglecting their poodle- 
pets, dog shows and ping-pong !
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So Spiritualism  estim ates tl hom e— teaches
the true principles of home building— and sings 
the praises of home to  men and angels. If all the 
harm onies ot earth  and heaven were united, if all 
the sweet singers of the past and the present, of 
m ortal and spirit realm s, were to  join in one glad 
chorus, if '*.11 the spheres were to sing in unison— 
if all nature were to vibrate with divine pulsations 
of joy and peace— no s w eeter music could be pro­
duced by earth  and heaven, by men and angels, 
than  the echo in a truly loving heart of th a t 
divine song, “ H om e, Sweet H om e.”

“ What of the School?” I asked my beautiful 
young friend.

“  The school is the hope of the future so far as 
it is removed in its teachings from traditionalism  
and authority , or in o ther w ords, sc far as it fol­
lows nature and brings the student face to face 
w ith n a tu re’s divine revelations it is an unmixed 
blessing ! U nfortunately the school and College 
are not fully em ancipated yet. Custom , tradition 
and authority  of g rea t nam es still rule the class­
room work. Those schools which encourage free 
enquiry, em phasize the teachings of science, and 
blaze out new pathw ays of progress for the en­
quiring mind are am ong the w orld 's g rea test 
treasures.

The Schools of Theology are the m ust unpro­
gressive, re trograde and stereotyped of all schol­
astic institu tions because they are founded upon 
the idea th a t theology is a com pleted science, be­
ing & finished revelation, and since revelation is 
closed, all im provem ent is impossible. Nay, the 
v e r  dea of im provem ent or of additional revela­
tion is scouted as impossible and irreligious. This
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attem pt to  fetter the hum an mind to the narrow ­
ness and ignorance of past days is only partially 
successful and—ow ing to the rising tide of Nev.- 
T hought which th reatens to sweep away all an­
cient landm arks— every theological college is a 
whirlpool of faith and doubt and scepticism. 
Imprison as the church a ttem pts to do the minds 
of her youth in mediaevalism, n a tu re’s evolution­
ary processes of grow th are so strong  and so 
m ighty th a t heretics spring up in every church 
until to-day the Theological T rain ing  Schools are 
hot-beds of heresy.”

44 What of the Churches and Creeds and Religions and 
Bibles?” I asked, 44 Are any of t'em divine? any authori­
tative ? ”

“  All are divine and all are au tho rita tive ,” said 
she, “  in the same sense and in proportion as they 
contain tru th . All are outgrow ths of m an’s 
spiritual nature reaching out after God. All have 
a m easure of authority  and tha t is the am ount of 
tru th  contained in them which appeals to reason 
and to m an’s moral conscionsness.

None of the Churches or Creeds or Religions 
or Bibles are absolute or infallible or ot any other 
origin than hum an. The theory of one perfect, ab­
solute, infallible religion of supernatural origin 
coming direct from  God as contrasted w ith the m ul­
titude of religions supposed to be merely hum an, im ­
perfect arid erroneous, is receiving its death-blow at 
the hands of the new Science of Comparative

igion. W h a t has this new departm ent of 
human study and the H igher Criticism tau g h t us?

i. T h a t in our C hristian System  (which is cer­
tainly the one perfect and infallible and superna-
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tural religion if there be one) are many evidences 
of imperfection and many proofs of merely human 
origin.

( a )  W e know now tha t much of our Bible is 
mythical, legendary and in place of being original 
revelation to  the men, who, it is said, w rote it 
directly under Infallible inspiration, is a borrowed 
literature of earlier ages and peoples.

( b )  W e know from the H igher Criticism th a t 
there are the same errors, contradictions, m istakes 
and absurdities found in the Jewish and Christian 
Bible as in sacred books of other religions !

( c )  W e know th a t on great and fundam ental 
questions such as the Soul’s Im m ortality— the con­
dition of the dead—the standards of human con­
duct and character— and the methods of salvation, 
the Bible is not one book but a library reflecting 
the diverse and conflicting ideas of different ages 
and different peoples.

2. W e know now *hat all religions are profes­
sedly based on revelc.: ns fro m  the sp irit world, and 
tha t from the diversity and contradictory char- 
acter of many of these teachings they are 
all best explained as messages and inspirations from  
the intelligences o f  men and women who formerly 
dwelt upon the earth plane.

3. The traditions th a t are common to all the 
g rea t religions concerning the Creation, Garden of 
Eden, D eluge, e tc., and the common use of sacri­
fices and atonem ents, are all best and m ost easily 
explained as the outgrowth of common experiences, 
common desires, common fears, and common hopes.

4. The doctrine (common to so many religions) 
of a personal Saviour or Deliverer— of his super-
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