











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE FUTURE THAT AWAITS US 221

in which there are many mansions; that is, there are innumer-
ble states — probably not permanent, but ever progressive or
retrograde ; for we can not conceive of any moral state being
permanent, since we know perfectly well that ours is never so;
it is always advancing or retroceding. When we are not im-
proving, we are deteriorating; and so it must necessarily be
with us hereafter.

Now, if we admit the probability of this middle state, we
have removed one of the great objections which are made to
the belief in the reappearance of the dead: namely, that the
blest are too happy to return to the earth, and that the wicked
have it not in their power to do so. This difficulty arises,
however, very much from the material ideas entertained of
heaven and hell—the notion that they are places instead of
states. I am told that the Greek word Aades is derived from
@ides, tnvisible; and that the Hebrew word schedl, which has
the same signification, also implies a state, not a place, since it
may be interpreted into desiring, longing, asking, praying.
These words in the Septuagint are translated grave, deatk, and
hell ; but previously to the Reformation they seem to have
borne their original meaning—that is, the state into which the
soul entered at the death of the body. It was probably to get
tid of the purgatory of the Roman Church, which had doubt-
less become the source of many absurd notions and corrupt
practices, that the doctrine of a middle state or hades, was set
aside: besides which, the honest desire for reformation, in all
reforming churches, being alloyed by the odium theologicum,
the purifying besom is apt to take too discursive a sweep, exerci-
sing less modesty and discrimination than might be desirable, and
thus not uncommonly wiping away truth and falsehood together,

Dismissing the idea, therefore, that heaven and hell are
places in which the soul is imprisoned, whether in bliss or wo,
and supposing that, by a magnetic relation, it may remain con-
nected with the sphere to which it previously helonged, we
may easily conceive that, if it have the memory of the past, the
more euntirely sensuous its life in the body may have been, the
closer it will cling to the scene of its former joys; or even if its























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































