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P U B L I S H E R ’S P R E F A C E .

W e  are safe  in sa y in g  that “ W ith in  

T h e  T e m p le  o f  Isis" is unique and s tands  

alone. T h e r e  is no o th er  b ook  in print  

l ike  it, and if S o lo m o n  o f  o ld  had not  

said, “ T h e r e  is n o th in g  new  under the  

sun," w e w ould  be inclined to contrad ict  

him.

“ W ith in  the  T e m p le  o f  Isis" G o d ’s 

word w as  law as in terpreted  by his H ie r o ­

phants; their  o n e n e ss  with th e  fountain  

of B e in g  m ad e  th em  con sc iou s  o f  N a t u r e ’s 

secret  operations,  and en ab led  them , as  

it d o e s  the w ise  on es  of  to-day, to en ter  

the  T e m p le  o f  Isis and ob serve  th e  h idden  

m yster ies  c o n c e a le d  beh ind  the  veil.
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6 p u b l i s h e r ' s p r e f a c e .

Purity of  m o t iv e  and sincerity  of  pur­

pose  brought its ow n reward to them  of 

old as it d o es  to th ose  of to -day  w ho pu­

rify th e m se lv e s  before  s e e k in g  for the  

k n o w le d g e  and w isdom  h idden  within  the  

“ H o ly  of  H o l i e s ”— “T h e  T e m p le  of  Isis.”

Isis m ean s  M other  of  all, w hile  Osiris  

m eans F a th e r  of all.

T h e  T e m p le  of  Tw^o T ruths  as m atter  

and spirit must be realized  within.

T h e  Polar O p p os ites  are th o se  of  s e x  

dually  ex p ressed  as tw o p o les  o f  one  law  

or principle as taught  by H e r m e t ic  P h i­

lo sop h y  before  the law of polarization  of  

spirit into matter, and m atter back into  

spirit, can be understood .

T h e  A lch em is t  and the A stro loger ,  

alike, p ossess  this w isdom, and it was this  

k n o w le d g e  that m ade  the Priests K in g s  of
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7P U B L I S H E R S  PR E FA C E .

E gyp t ,  so  justly fam ous as M agic ians  or  

W is e  Men.

T h e y  still e x is t  in spirit rea lm s and can  

transm it to this p lane of  earth their w is ­

dom, that would  m a k e  earth  a veritable  

paradise  if on ly  the  race could  be m ad e  

to rea l ize  its m agica l  powers.

Scientific  in ven t ion s  o f  grea t  m o m en t  

to th e  race are thus projected  to the earth,  

and spiritual A d e p ts  in occult  laws will 

aga in  rev ive  the “ W isd o m  R elig ion  ” 

upon earth in all its b ea u ty  and grandeur  

as the w estern  race b e c o m e s  fitted in te l­

lectually  and spiritually  to rece ive  it.

N a tu re  ev er  repeats  herse lf  in cycles  

of t im e on the  spiritual and m ental,  as 

well as th e  physical p lan es  of  life.

End, th ere  is none. T im e  and etern ity  

are the  ever -p resen t  N o w , so  far as the  

spirit is con cern ed .  T h e r e fo r e ,  the readers
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p u b l i s h e r ’s p r e f a c e .

of this s trange  occult b o o k  will so m e  day  

realize  its truths as realit ies  of natural  

law on the  spiritual p lanes  of  life. It is 

a clear, practical s ta tem en t  of  Soul M ar­

riage and o f  Sou l T ran sfer  from one  

earth ly  tem p le  to that of  another.

N a tu r e ’s laws are ever  the sam e;  

therefore ,  the  sa m e  ex p e r ie n c e s  herein  

narrated are applicable  to N e o p h y te s  

se e k in g  soul in itiation to -d ay  as th ey  w ere  

in the days  of  T h e  T e m p le  of  Isis, and if 

the veil o f  Isis could be raised for one  

s ing le  m o m en t  th ew o r ld  would be startled  

by the  m ysterious  reve la t ion s  d isc losed .

T o  the S eers  and the  O ccult  In itiates  

alike, this b ook  will appeal  with m agical  

force. Its truths are th o se  of  the soul and  

spirit, and can await  the rea d er ’s soul  

d e v e lo p m e n t  for verification.

T ru th  n eed s  no apo logy;  th erefore ,
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p u b l i s h e r ' s p r e f a c e . 9

n on e  will be  offered  as an e x c u se  for this  

publication. It is our des ire  that our  

readers  m ay  so m e  day  k n ow  for t h e m ­

se lv e s  that T ru th  is in d eed  s tranger  than  

Fiction .
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INTRODUCTION.

In p resenting  this litt le  v o lu m e  to our  

readers we ask them  to accept  it, not as  

fiction, but as d iv ine  truth as to the laws  

herein revea led .

N o t  a s ta tem en t  is m ade that is not  

possible to the d iv ine  will o f  man. A l ­

th ou gh  it can not be proven to your o u t­

ward k n ow led ge ,  do not reject and declare  

it is not true.

H istory  will teach  you there  actually  

ex is te d  a “T e m p le  of Isis,” and the trans­

lations thereof,  a lth ou gh  m any of  them  

are very  incorrect, o f  the  w onderful m agic  

therein  perform ed, lead on e  to th ink there  

was som e W is d o m  issued from that T e m -
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I 2 INTRODUCTION.

pie that is yet  b eyon d  the  hum an  family,  

as a whole ,  to understand.

“T h e  T e m p le  o f  Isis” ex is ts  no m ore in 

ex tern a l  form, and the  H ierop h an ts  of  

that T e m p le  h ave  passed  from this to the  

spiritual p lanes  above. But, need  we
. s

think by that, th e  blind forces  o f  N ature  

can no m ore be controlled? T h e  forces  

are just the sam e to-day, but m a n ’s mind  

fails to grasp  the  truth that h istory  repeats  

itself.

M ig h ty  H iero p h a n ts  are upon the  earth  

to-day,in  em bryo, and w h en  the  t im e co m es  

that points favorably  for act ive  spiritual 

work on  the W e ste r n  C ontinent,  th ey  will 

be called forth and E g y p t  will not be  

ash am ed  of her true children nor their  

works.

T h e  W isd o m  R elig ion  of  E g y p t  still 

ex is ts  and we can contact  that W isd o m
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INTRODUCTION. 13

by th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  our souls. E v e n  

do th e  W is e  M en o f  the  East ,  that  was, 

e x e r t  their  spiritual influence upon us to ­

d ay  if w e  but k n ew  it.

T h e  trouble  l ies  w ith  us not  with them .  

T h e y  will n ever  concea l  it from the h on est  

soul truly s e e k in g  for L ight ,  L ife  and  

L ove .

F o l lo w  us carefu lly  to th e  end, w ithout  

prejudice, and w hen  you  h ave  finished, if 

you  still th ink it fiction, strive to prove  its 

fals ity  and stop  not until you  h a v e  reached  

that s ta g e  o f  soul u n fo ld m en t  that will 

en ab le  you  to occupy  that  p lane w hereb y  

you  can stand b es id e  the  g rea t  H ie r o ­

phants  of  “T h e  T e m p le  o f  Isis.”

T h e  A u t h o r e s s .
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WITHIN 
THE TEMPLE OF ISIS.

C H A P T E R  I.

THE REVELATION OF THE ASTROLOGER.

A lth o u g h  the  hour was very  late, near  

m idnight,  the  Priestess  had just retired to  

her apartm ents  for repose.

T h e  R ites  o f  the  day  had been  e x ­

trem e ly  lo n g  and fatiguing, as th ey  a lw ays  

were for a Priestess  o f  Isis a t tendant  upon  

the  burial serv ice  of one  in high rank;  

and a great  n ob lem an  of  the land, as well  

as a near re lat ive  o f  the  Priestess  herself ,  

had b een  buried that day.

T h u s  personal sorrow had m ingled
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16 W ithin the Temple o f  Isis,

w ith  and ad d ed  w e ig h t  to the  im press ive  

and so lem n  gran d eu r  o f  th e  occasion , yet,  

s tra n g e ly  e n o u g h  her mind w as  ne ither  

w ith  th e  ev en ts  of  the  d ay  nor th e  dead ,  

but her  th o u g h ts  w ere  rest ing  now  w here  

th ey  had w and ered  m an y  t im es  th r o u g h ­

out the day, namely*, to  her little h a n d ­

maid and specia l  a tten d ant ,  as well  as  

V esta l  in the T e m p le ,  Sarthia .

Sarthia , w h o  at th e  v ery  b e g in n in g  o f  

the  C h a n ts  and Litany, had failed in her  

part and had, with such a p itiable  m oan  

and b e s e e c h in g  g la n ce  at her, b e e n  hasti ly  

w ithdraw n from the  assem b ly  and assis ted  

to th e  private  courts.

Poor child, sh e  th ou ght ,  the  strain  

upon her em otion s ,  the  so le m n  occasion ,  

was too  grea t  for her in v iew  o f  the  

crisis, w hich  all un k now n  to her, must  

be now  im pend ing .  H o w e v e r ,  upon learn-
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The Revelation o f  the Astrologer. 17

ing  from an a t ten d a n t  that  th e  y o u n g  

girl was rest ing  qu iet ly  and apparently  

not ill, sh e  had not h erse lf  personally  

vis ited  her, but con c lu d ed  to w ait  until 

m orn in g .

O nce ,  twice, thrice, just as the  Priestess  

had, as it were, passed  the border-land  of  

s leep  the  pa le  face, w ith  its p lea d in g  ey es  

and p la int ive  cry, had started  her back  to  

vivid  consc iousness .

“ A h! this will n ev er  d o ,” she  said, 

springing to her feet. “ S o m e th in g  is in ­

d e e d  w ro n g ,” and ta k in g  up her m antle  

sh e  g l id ed  swiftly  th rou gh  the corridors,  

and a few  m o m e n ts  later was b en d in g  

over  the  s i lent and m o t io n le ss  form of  

Sarthia.

N o is e le s s  as had b e e n  the approach  o f  

the Pr iestess  so m e  interior v ibration  had  

in form ed  Sarth ia  o f  her co m in g  and, with
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18 W ithiii the Temple o f  Isis.

a quivering  and swift  m o v em en t ,  she  

sprang from her couch and threw  herself  

im puls ive ly  into the arm s of  the  Priestess.

“ A h !  sw eet  M other, well  b e lo v e d  of  

our b lessed  and d iv in e  Isis, hear m e and  

help m e ,” said the  girl, in a whisper, tense  

and low, so low  as on ly  to reach the  

l is ten ing  ear o f  the  Priestess.

“ S p e a k  ch ild ,” an sw ered  the  Priestess,  

caress ing ly  c lasp ing  Sarth ia  to her bosom  

with o n e  s trong  arm, and with the o ther  

m a k in g  soft, m esm er ic  passes  over  her  

trem bling  body.

“ Ah! thank  you, sw e e t  M other;  this is 

so g o o d  and kind o f  you to c o m e  to m e  

to-night.  I h ave  suffered so all day  from  

your th ou ght;  you h ave  b een  d isap ­

pointed  in your Sarth ia  and with  reason,  

too. A  V esta l ,  w ho  all but faints at the  

sight of  death ,  is not m ad e  of  the  stuff re-
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The Revelation o f  the Astrologer. 19

quired in the  T e m p le  S erv ice .  But, b e ­

l ieve  me, d ear  Priestess ,  the  trouble  is far 

d e e p e r  than appears  upon the  surface.  

T h e  Ritual this  m orn in g  but furnished  

th e  occas ion  or, rather, h a s te n e d  so m e  

crisis that w as  a lread y  near at hand. F o r  

so m e  t im e now  I am  h au n ted  by m ost  

p oten t  prem on it ions  o f  a v io len t  death .  

N ig h t  after  night, dark  apparit ions  h a n g  

around m y bed, and on ly  last n igh t  I 

a w o k e  to find th e  Bird of  Nu, the  Owl,  

from out th e  inner S an ctu ary  o f  the  

T e m p le ,  p erched  upon m y pil low and  

sh a k in g  his h ead  and cro a k in g  at m e  

m ost  m ou rn fu l ly .’

“ W h a t ! ” e x c la im e d  the  Priestess.  

“ T h e  Bird o f  N u .  A h!  this is indeed  

very  serious. T h e  m atter  must be in v es ­

t iga ted  at once . But, m y child, if all 

th e se  p orten ts  prove  true, do  you  fear
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W ith in  the Temple o f  Isis.

d eath ?  H a v e  all our tea ch in g s  b een  in 

vain? H a v e  you m a d e  so  little progress  

in k n o w le d g e  and th e  ph ilosophy  of  e x ­

is tence  as to be o v e r c o m e  by dark  

sh adow s and gro w  faint in the  presence  

of  th e  se n t im e n t  and sh o w  o f  an ex tern a l  

c e re m o n y  ? T h e  pageantry ,  which appeals  

so o v e r w h e lm in g ly  to th e  e m o t io n s  of  

the  ou ts id e  world, is th e  n ecessary  m ea n s  

of t e a c h in g  th e  p eop le  th ese  awful and  

s tu p en d ou s  m yster ies  of  life and death .  

But the Initiate  should  be  susta ined  by  

actual e x p e r ie n c e s  w ith in  th e se  h idden  

rea lm s and p ossess  a k n o w le d g e  of  

their  inner nature which  p laces  him on a 

plane far a b o v e  the reach  o f  F ear;  b e ­

s ides  b e in g  e n d o w e d  with  that  burn ing  

love  for w isdom  w hich  ca lm ly  d iscerns  

g o o d  in evil, and im m orta l life in th e  

shadow , ca lled  death .  D o  not th ink  I am
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The Revelation o f  the Astrologer. 21

ch id ing  you, m y child. I am on ly  s e e k ­

ing to recall m y real Sarth ia ,  w h o  is in- 

capable  o f  Fear , back  to this physical e x ­

pression  called  body .

“ T h e r e ,  a lready  th e  bright  soul sh in es

aga in  with its usual c lear l ight.  H o ld  it 
firmly and d o  not let  it flicker so  again , and

n ow  I m ust le a v e  you  to s e e k  an in ter­

v iew  with  th e  ch ie f  o f  th e  A stro logers .  

T h e  record and  H o r o sc o p e  o f  your birth  

m ust be carefu l ly  lo o k e d  up, and the  

m e a n in g  o f  th e se  porten ts  d e term in ed .  

G o o d -n ig h t ,  m y ch ild .”

W ith  a kiss, fond and m aternal,  the  

Priestess  w ithdrew . S h e  p r o ceed ed  le is ­

urely  and th o u g h tfu l ly  tow ard  a d istant  

part of  th e  T e m p le ,  h a v in g  first d is ­

patch ed  a m e sse n g e r  b e fore  her to a n ­

n ou n ce  her com ing , s e e k in g  an aud ience ,  

well k n o w in g  that  at this now early  hour
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22 W ithin the Temple o f  Isis.

of m orn in g  th e  A str o lo g e r  Priests  would

all be in the  m idst o f  their  busiest  studies,%

ca lcu lat ions  and m ost  profound o b serv a ­

tions.

But Sarthia , w hen  left  a lone, a lth ou gh  

m a rv e lo u s ly  ca lm ed  and co m fo rted  by the  

ten d er  p resen ce  and lo fty  w ords of  her  

ido l ized  Priestess  could  not co m p o se  her­

se lf  to s leep .  Instead , sh e  soon  floated  

into a s ta te  o f  restful contem plat ion ,  

drift ing  from o n e  topic  to another , u n ­

til su dd en ly  sh e  found h erse lf  confronted  

by a m ost  in ten se ly  v iv id  and startl ing  

vision. “ Can it b e ? ” Y es ,  true en ou gh ,  

th ere  sat th e  v en era b le  A s tr o lo g e r  h o ld ­

ing  in his hand b efore  him, her chart of  

birth. B es ide  him, e n g a g e d  in co m p le t ­

ing  the  n ecessary  calculations,  sat the  

scribe and youth fu l  A str o lo g e r  Priest,  

M erm o. T h e r e  was a s trange  pallor over
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The Revelation o f  the Astrologer. 23

his face and a com p ress ion  of  the  lips 

which b e tra y ed  unusual em o t io n .  T h e  

Priestess  w as  partia lly  fac ing  them , c o m ­

posed , y e t  w ith  a ser ious  th o u g h tfu ln ess  

of  mein.

A t la s t ,  H e rm o ,  lo o k in g u p ,  said, “ T h e  

direct ions  for the p resent  year  o f  life are  

m a d e  out, and the  fatal arc carefully  c o m ­

puted, V e n e r a te d  M aster ,” and han d ed  

his work to the  A stro lo g er  w h o  to o k  it, 

s tud ied  a m o m e n t  briefly, and turned to  

the  Priestess .

“ W h a t  is the  result, V en era ted  F a t h ­

e r ? ” sh e  asked  gently .

T h e  A s tr o lo g e r  s low ly  sh o o k  his head  

and replied im press ively ,  “ A cco rd in g  to  

all the  laws of  our Sc ience ,  and you k n ow  

how  true th e y  are, the  physical organ ism  

of Sarth ia  can not surv ive  this present  

cycle  o f  y o n d er  fair G o d d e ss  of  the  night.
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W ithin the Temple o f  Isis.

A nd, with a m ajestic  m ove,  he pushed  

aside a curtain, rev ea l in g  th e  M oon  now  

low  in th e  west.

“ S o  short a t im e ,” said the  Priestess .  

“ T o -m o rro w  night will be the  full, and  

must w e in d eed  lose  our Sarth ia  before  

a n o th er  new  M o o n ?  W h a t  is th e  nature  

of  th ese  evil  in f lu en ces?”

“ T h e  planets, in their  configurations,  

ind icate  su dd en  and v io len t  d isso lu t ion ,” 

w as the  reply.

“ Ah, n ow ,” said Sarth ia  to herse lf  

resolutely ,  at this point turning aw ay  from  

the vision, “ now  I understand  it all ,” and  

with a fee l in g  of  a m a z e  at her newly-  

atta ined  c la irvoyan ce  she  fell into  a d e e p  

and refresh ing  s leep .
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C H A P T E R  II.

IN THE PRESENCE OF THE HIEROPHANT.

W ith  the first w a k in g  m o m en ts  a 

sharp p an g  recalled  to Sarth ia  the vision  

and its re v e a lm e n ts  o f  the  prev ious  night.  

But her mind had fully recovered  its ph il­

o sop h ic  tone  and she  p ro ceed ed  about  

her custom ary  routine of  duties, calm  

and firm, and, as is o ften  the  case, in v iew  

of so m e  inev itab le  and s tup en d ou s  catas-  

trophy close  at hand, life on ly  se e m e d  

larger, m ore in ten se ly  real. So, w hen  

later in the  day  she  rece ived  su m m o n s  to  

m eet  the  grea t  H ie r o p h a n t  and H ig h  

Priest, what, at any o ther  time, would  

h ave  s e e m e d  a m ost  m o m e n to u s  event ,
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26 W ithin the Temple o f  Isis.
m

appeared  now only  in the  l ight of  the  

e x p e c te d  and necessary .

A s  sh e  w as ushered  into th e  presence  

of the  H o ly  F a th e r  the  w h o le  apartm ent  

s e e m e d  p erv a d ed  by an a tm o sp h er e  of 

gen ia l  w arm th  and e lec tr ica l-g iv in g  life  

which s o m e h o w  e m a n a te d  from the  inner  

nature of the  Priest h im self ,  radiating  

also spiritual and mental,  as well  as p h y s ­

ical force.

F o r  so m e  m o m en ts  the  H ierop h an t  

regard ed  the y o u n g  V es ta l  in silence, but 

Sarth ia  was consc ious  that he w as reading  

her inm ost  th o u g h t  and m o t iv e  l ike an  

open book, ev en  dow n to her v is ion  of  

the A stro lo g er  and his fatal a n n o u n c e ­

m ent  regard ing  her life.

“ M y child ,” he said at length ,  “ are  

you ready  for the great  ch a n g e  now  a l­

ready  at hand ?”
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“ N o, F a th er ,  not read y  but res igned  

to w hat  s e e m s  to be th e  inev itab le  d ecrees

o f  the  p lanets  that rule m y physical des-
, • > >tiny.

“ T h o u  hast well said thou art not  

ready. Y our  life has  ye t  but on ly  b egu n  

for you. Its ex p er ien ces ,  its m any  lessons  

and duties, are all un learnt  and you  would  

pass to the  spirit world  im m atured .  

Y our y o u n g  soul, l ike fruit p lucked  from  

the  tree too  soon, would  ripen slowly,  

los ing  m any  of its flavors and n ever  

atta in ing  certain  o f  its best  and h ig h es t  

qualities, for as you  well know, progress  

in the n e x t  s ta g e  o f  e x is te n c e  d ep en d s  

upon th e  a tta in m en ts  in this.

“ T h o u  art not ready, y e t  say  you  

are w il l ing  to bow  to th e  inevitable .  T h is  

is wise, still h a v e  you not heard it said  

m any t im es  that  m an is th e  arbiter o f  his
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ow n d est in y  and that the  soul w as th e  in­

heritor  of  G od -l ik e  pow ers  by w hich  it 

could  rise to the  p lane w h e reb y  it ruled,  

instead  of o b ey in g  th e  blind or p lanetary  

forces of  N a t u r e ? ”

“ T rue,  O V e n era ted  Father ,  I h ave  

in d eed  heard all this, but I am v ery  ig n o ­

rant. A re  there  such possib il i t ies  for my  

sou l?” and so m e h o w  im perceptib ly  h o p e  

b egan  to daw n within her heart  and  

quicken  the  life forces.

“ R uling  th e  blind forces  of  N a tu r e  is 

v ery  l ike ruling th e  wild beast,  a l th ou gh  

th e  b east  is m uch stronger  than m an and  

capable  o f  tear ing  h im  to p ieces, y e t  man,  

by forethought ,  can e v a d e  or trap and  

chain or o th erw ise  o v e r c o m e  him. So  

m y child, there  are w ays  w here in  man,  

assisted  by his ow n k n o w le d g e ,  and by the  

instruction  o f  d ep a rted  spirits; aye, by
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the im m orta l  G o d s  th e m se lv e s ,  can e v a d e  

ev en  th e  malefic p lanets  in their  d e v a s ta t ­

ing  course.

“ T o  m y c la irvoyan t  vis ion , as I now at  

this  m o m e n t  lo o k  at you, ev ery  m inute  

atom  o f  your physica l organ ism  is in the  

subtle  process  o f  dep o lar iza t ion  from  

unity  tow ard  chaos  and d is in tegration .  

Y ou are not you rse lf  consc ious  o f  this  

cond it ion  on ly  as it has  b e e n  revea led  to  

you, for your  soul is so  a l ive  that it has  

b e c o m e  a lm o st  unconsc ious  o f  its physical  

ex p ress io n  and for this v ery  reason the  

sh ock  o f  d isso lution  w ould  be all the  

g rea ter  w h en  it did com e;  for e x a m p le ,  

w itness  your u n e x p e c te d  co l lapse  y e s te r ­

d ay  m orning. A h! su dd en  d ea th  is a 

m ost  d ep lorab le  calam ity , and your piti­

able  s tate  o f  mind w as  but a fore taste  of  

w hat  would  be the  s ta te  o f  your soul for
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m any lon g  years, if you had- d ied  then,  

and will ye t  be, to a less  e x te n t  now, un less  

this sw if t -com in g  blow  can be ev a d ed .

“ H o w ev er ,  in case  the  w orst  c o m e s  to  

worst, you  h ave  about ten days  m ore of  

this ex tern a l  life and under our specia l  

care and preparation you can live years  

of e x p e r ie n c e  in hours of  physical time,  

and your soul thus equ ipped  m ay cour­

ageou s ly  enter  upon its journey to the  

spirit world. Rest assured, m y child, 

everyth ing  possib le  shall be d o n e  for y o u .”

“ Ah, thank you; thank  you, kind and' 

g o o d  F ath er ,” ex c la im e d  Sarthia ,  cast ing  

h erse lf  at the feet  of  the H ie r o p h a n t  and,  

with tears s trea m in g  from her eyes ,  k iss ­

ing the h em  of his robe.

“ But, truly life is sw eet ,  esp ec ia l ly  to  

the young, is it not, m y child?” said the  

Priest, g e n t ly  ra ising  Sarth ia  to his s ide
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and h o ld in g  her trem b lin g  form in a firm 

clasp. “ H appily ,  th ere  is an a lternative  

which we h ave  to offer for your m ost  

careful cons iderat ion  and decision .

“ L isten  now, and g iv e  m e your c losest  

attention . K n o w  you the y o u n g  Princess  

N u -n a h ? ” Sarth ia  b ow ed  assent.

“ F o r  now  th ese  m any  w e e k s  she  lies  

in a sem i-consc ious  condition , the  soul  

h o v er in g  about its earth ly  tem p le  uncer­

tain w h e th e r  to  go  or stay. In so m e  

respects  her cond it ion  corresp on d s  with  

your own, on ly  that with you, as d is so lu ­

tion approaches ,  your soul grow s brighter  

and m ore active, while  hers b e c o m e s  m ore  

and m ore  latent; this result b e in g  largely  

the d ifference o f  en v ir o n m en t— a contrast  

of  the  soul u n fo ld m en t  possib le  in T e m p le  

life and that amid the d istractions of  the  

outs ide  world.
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“ T o-n igh t ,  the n ight  of  the  full M oon,  

the Princess N u-n ah  will be brought to  

the T e m p le  and the  R ites  perform ed  ini­

tiatory to the  so u l’s great  ch an ge .  You,  

also, m y child, must bear her com pany,  

'i'he sa m e  journey lies before  you both  

and you can g o  hand in hand through  th e  

dark valley  o f  the  sh a d o w  of  death .

“ And now, right here  is a point w here  

all will d ep en d  upon your decis ion .  It is 

possible for us, by aid o f  the arts o f  M agic  

known to us, to bring your two souls  in 

such m a gn et ic  rapport that at a certain  

point the  v ibrations of  the two will, for a 

s ing le  instant of time, be in unison. A t  

that m o m en to u s  instant the polarity  of  

the two souls can be in terch a n g ed  so that  

the subsequent  v ibrations  o f  your soul will 

draw you toward N u -n a h ’s body, while
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N u  n a h ’s soul will be drawn tow ard your  

organism , and thus will be  accom p lished  

th e  first grea t  s tep  in the  dram a.

“ T h is  great  ch a n g e  will hasten  the  

physical crisis in each  organ ism . But  

your soul, w hile  c o n n ec ted  with N u -n a h ’s 

body, can eas i ly  o v e r c o m e  the  malefic  

planetary  influences w hich  would  d estroy  

it if sh e  w ere  there; w hile  her soul in your  

b od y  renders nil, by its very  non-res is t ­

ance, the  influences which would  be a b so ­

lu te ly  fatal w ere  you still th ere  w hen  the  

evil d escen d s .  A nd thus do  you e v a d e  

the blind forces o f  N ature .  T w o  lives  

are spared  for the duties  and e x p e r ie n c e s  

of  this world. T h is  will be the  secon d  

part of the  dram a, and now co m es  the  

third and last point to consider, the  

Result.

“ In just th e  proportion  as this is a
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m ost  s tu p en d ou s  ch a n g e  in your soul life, 

so indeed , perhaps, e v e n  appall ing  to your  

present com p reh en s ion ,  will be th e  effect.

“A fter  your soul has once  en tered  its 

new  tem p le  it will be ob liged  to rem ain  

there  polarized  by the new  forces set  in 

o p era t ion  while  passing  the crisis. T h en ,  

Sarthia , our bright and w ell -be loved  

Vestal,  will h en ceforth  be k n ow n  as  

Princess N u-nah , and will be ob liged  for 

a t im e to live the life and perform the  

duties  of  the Princess.

“ On the  o ther  hand, the Princess  

N u-n ah  will put on the ex tern a l  b od y  of  

our V esta l  Sarth ia  and en ter  upon the  

life of the T e m p le  Serv ice ,  but with this  

difference; that w hile  this ch a n g e  is c o n ­

sc iously  m ade  by you, N u-n ah  will p rob ­

ably n ever  know  it until she  passes  finally  

to the spirit world. H e r  past life has
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a lread y  faded from- m em o ry  w hile  c o n ­

sc iou sn ess  o f  the  new life will daw n g r a d ­

ually  as upon an infant, and therefore ,  

s ince she  can not be consu lted  in the m a t­

ter, the dec is ion  rests so le ly  with  you.
t

“ T o-n igh t ,  at m idn ight ,  your answer  

will be  required. Until  then, fare th e e  

well,  and G od  be with y o u .”
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C H A P T E R  III.

THE MIDNIGHT OF THE FULL MOON.

It y e t  lacked  severa l  hours of  th e  fa te ­

ful m idnight ,  as Sarth ia ,  her b o d y  p er­

fum ed and an n o in ted ,  accord in g  to the  

prescribed rites, w as  borne  by  faithful  

a tten d a n ts  from the  bath into th e  courts  

of  the  S an ctu ary  and p laced  upon a couch  

bes id e  another ,  upon which  a lready  rested  

the  unconsc ious  form of the lo v e ly  Prin­

cess  N u-nah .

But Sarth ia ,  a l th o u g h  to an ex tern a l  

ob server  as unconsc ious  as the fair  

N u-nah , w as n ever  m ore  in ten se ly  aw ake ,  

ev ery  a tom  of  her b e in g  and soul a lert to  

all transp ir ing  about her and c o n v e y e d  to  

her through  her m arve lous  new g ifts  of  

c la irv o y a n ce  and c la iraudience .
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N e v e r ,  with th e  ex tern a l  eye ,  had she  

seen  m ore v iv id ly  the  v ista  upon vista  of  

co lum ns and corridors w in d in g  in and  

about the  Sanctuary,  now  il lum inated  by  

the  full-orbed Q u e e n  of  th e  N ig h t ,  w hich  

she could see  sh in in g  th ro u g h  a certain  

archway, and her heart  thril led  as she  

counted  the  num ber o f  archw ays  fair L una  

m ust pass until, at m idn ight ,  she  w ould  

sh ine d ow n  through  th e  o n e  just a b o v e  her.

A lrea d y  had b egu n  the weird chants,  

in terspersed  with  so los  o f  ex q u is i te  har­

m on ies  of  str inged  and wind instrum ents  

— responses  and ech o es .

Incense  burned and perfum es arose  

and b len d ed  in an indescribable  union  

w ith  m e lo d y  and m otion ,  w hile  as th e  

fragrant vapors  from the  burn ing  censers  

w afted  and w rea th ed  about the  co lo n n a d es
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and porticoes, Spirit forms ad d ed  their  

presence to the  sublim e scene, bringing  

with them  flowers, arom as and harm onies  

from the  d iv ine  ab od es  o f  the  very  G ods  

th em se lves .

O bliv ious  o f  the p assage  o f  t ime, while  

intently  absorbed in every  m inutest  detail  

of  the w ond ers  p ass ing  about her, Sarthia  

was a lm ost  b e c o m in g  drowsy, w hen  su d ­

denly, the M oon  lo o k ed  in upon her, fast 

nearing  the  final archway, and y e t  she  

was un d ec id ed .  S h e  turned and g a zed  

upon her com panion ,  m en ta l ly  asking,  
“ Can I b e c o m e  N u -n a h ? ”

N u-n ah  was v ery  beautifu l and a 
Princess. But Sarth ia  w as also beautifu l  
and the  b lood  in her ve ins  was royal,  
th ou gh  o f  a different branch from the  
present ruling H o u se .

N u-n ah  was cold  and haughty ,  a ccu s­
to m ed  to rule and be obeyed .
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Sarth ia  w as h u m ble  externa lly ,  a V esta l  

of th e  T e m p le ,  but in her m ind and soul  

as im perious  as a Q u e e n  o f  the  realm  of  

H e a v e n .  P a ss io n a te ly  d e v o te d  to the  

pursuit o f  W is d o m  and th e  possib il i t ies  of  

ob ta in in g  k n o w led g e ,  ev en  M ag ic  was  

o p en  to her, in the  T e m p le  S erv ice .  

C ould  she  le a v e  her T e m p le  hom e, her  

opportun it ies  for grow th ,  her ido l ized  

Priestess, to  g o  into the  e n v ir o n m en ts  of  

N u -n a h  ?

T h e  th o u g h t  s e e m e d  to  her w orse  than  

d ea th  itself. “ E v e r y  o n e  has to d ie ,” she  

m used, “ and I m ay  as w ell  d ie  on e  t im e  

as a n o th er .”

T h e n  a n o th er  th o u g h t  ca m e  into her  

m ind— H e rm o .  H e  had b eg u n  to teach  

her the  m y ster ie s  of  his sc ience  o f  A str o l ­

ogy.  H e r m o ,  for w h o m  sh e  had a pure
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sisterly  regard and w h o  w as so  proud of  

her swift  proficiency in his favorite  study.  

A n d  then  she  reca lled  th e  vis ion o f  the  

prev ious  n ight  w h en  H e r m o  had show n  

to her c la irvoyant  e y e  his ag ita t ion  at her  

im p en d in g  doom .

“ But if I b e c o m e  N u -n a h  and N u -n a h  

b e c o m e s  Sarthia, H e r m o  will n ev er  k now  

the d ifference and thus be spared  th e  pain  

of lo v in g  his y o u n g  sister. A n d  further­

more, Nu*nah has a lover  to w h o m  sh e  is 

betrothed  and would  h ave  married, ere  

this, but for her l in ger in g  m alady, the  

superb y o u n g  Prince R athunor, w h om  I 

h ave  n ever  s e e n . ’’

A h! here  w as in d eed  a m ost  dire c o m ­

plication. L o v e  was a m ost  m yster ious  

and unknow n em o t io n  to her. S h e  m ight  

hate Prince R ath u n or  and “ then  we  

would both  wish I had d ied ,” and  sh e  half
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lau gh ed  to h erse lf  at th e  d o m es t ic  c o m e d y  

thus presented  to her mind.

A t  this period, e i th er  as a reaction  from  

the l ight  thrown, or l igh ter  th o u g h t  upon  

her o v erw ro u g h t  nature, or possib ly  from  

so m e  subtle, p o ten t  influence e m a n a t in g  

from the  censer  b urn ing  near her, S arth ia  

lapsed  into sudden  and m ost  profound  

unconsc iousness .

A  few m o m e n ts  la ter— it s e e m e d  to 

Sarth ia  as if a g es  had in te r v e n e d — she  

b egan  a fierce s tru gg le  to aw ake .  “ W h y ,  

how  is th is?” she  thought .  S h e  se e m e d  

en v e lo p e d  in a d ea d  wall o f  so m e  kind.  

T h e  brain, th e  heart, the  infinite ramifica­

tion of n erves  in no w a y  resp on d ed  to her  

will and her u tm ost  effort. A lm o st  worn  

out with the unequal battle  it b eg a n  to  

dawn upon her that  she  was really  e n d e a v ­

oring to an im a te  the  o th er  body. “ A m  I
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b eco m in g  N u -n a h ? ” Yes, in the  e x c i t e ­

m ent of  the  m o m e n t  she  raised herse lf  

upon her couch and, rest ing  upon her  

elbow, g a z e d  upon th e  rigid form of w hat  

a m o m e n t  before  had b een  herself .

But her m o v e m e n t  had startled  a form  

beside  the  couch, so m e  o n e  w ho had ap ­

proached , unobserved  by Sarthia , during  

the  interval of unconsc iousness .

A  y o u n g  man w ho  s e e m e d  to her the  

m ost G od -l ik e  b e in g  she  had ev er  beh e ld  

and perce iv in g  her g lance ,  with a low e x ­

c lam ation  of joy, sprang  tow ard her, 

c lasped  her hand in his, and turning her  

face upward, g a z e d  with m ost  p ass ion ate  

ten d ern ess  into her eyes .

“ M y N u-nah, you will l ive ,” he mur- 

m ered. “ D o  you k n ow  your R a th u n or?” 

T hril led  to su ffocation  by th e  lo v e  in 

his eyes ,  ev ery  a tom  of her soul v ibrat ing
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to a new-born and o v e r w h e lm in g  em otion ,  

she  felt  herse lf  s low ly  but surely  losing  

control o f  her new  body. W ith ,  how ever ,  

on e  su prem e effort she  pressed the hand  

h o ld in g  hers and returning the  look  in 

his ey es  sh e  g a v e  one  deep , quivering  

s igh  and was gon e .

W h e n  again  sh e  rega in ed  co n sc io u s­

ness sh e  was within her ow n body. Ra-  

thunor had va n ish ed  and the first s lanting  

rays o f  the M oon were d esc e n d in g  the  

last aperture.

It was m idnight,  and sh e  found h e r se l f  

in com m u n ica t ion  with the H ierophant,  

who, from a d ifferent portion  o f  the  S a n c ­

tuary, was ser iously  regard in g  her and  

again  read ing  her inm ost  thoughts .

A  few m o m e n ts  b e fore  she  had all but 

d ec id e d  that she  could not be N u-nah , that 

d eath  now, here  in this H o ly  Sanctuary
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w ere  better  far than hundreds  of  years  as 

a Princess of the  realm o f  m ateria lity .  

But, a new  factor had now en tered  her  

being. A  force, m ore subtle  than all W is ­

d o m ,— m ore p o ten t  than life or eternity  

itself,— had transfused  her sou l— L ove!  

L ove ,  the  first, the  h ighest ,  th e  a l l -em ­

bracing  force o f  th e  m ig h ty  U niverse ,  and  

with this new  love  had b een  ushered  also  

into being, Jealousy .

“ R athu n or  lo v e d  N u-nah! A m  I not a 

strange  interloper?  W a s  it not w orse  by  

m y decis ion  to rob N u -n a h  o f  her lover  

than to d epr ive  her of  continued  physical  

life? ”

For, it s e e m e d  to her now, that life  

w ithout love  would  be m ore than the  

a g o n ie s  of  the  low est  hells. T h e n  again,  

to l ive with R athunor  as his wife, while  

he all the t im e th o u g h t  her to be N u-nah ,

Digitized by Goo Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



The M idnight o f  the F ull Moon. 45

would be an incessant  torture, k e e n e r  and  

m ore in tense  than if sh e  w ere  ch a in ed  by, 

as a third person, to b eh o ld  h im  loving  

the actual N u -n a h  in her ow n body.

“ H o ly  F a th e r  and revered  H ie r o ­

phant,” she  m oan ed ,  “ he lp  me, I can not  

d ec id e .”

“ M y child ,” ca m e  th e  m en ta l  response  

to her call, ‘ if you  could be assured that  

R athu n or  w ould  lo v e  you in N u -n a h ’s 

body, would the  dec is ion  be  e a sy ? ”

“ A y e ,  indeed ,  d ear  F a th e r .”

“ T h e n  rest assured it will be  as you  

desire. W e  g iv e  you  our sacred  word  

that R a th u n or  will \ovtz you."
T h e n ,  ra ising  his arm, as in b e n e d ic ­

tion, he s low ly  rep ea ted  thrice, l ike an 
incantation , the  words, “ R est  in P ea ce ,” 
and, ere the  e c h o e s  o f  his vo ice  had d ied  
away, the  soul of  Sarth ia  had left  forever  
its earth ly  ab od e  and T e m p le .
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C H A P T E R  IV.

WITHIN THE ADYTUM.

F o r  severa l  days, after  floating from  

her b o d y  into the A stral world, Sarth ia  

rem ained  in a s tate  of  profound, d r e a m ­

less s lum ber and then  grad u a lly  passed  

into a condit ion  o f  sem i-con sc iou sn ess  

with occasional  fitful g le a m s  of  m em ory  

until one  d ay  she  realized  h erse lf  in c lose  

prox im ity  to two persons e n g a g e d  in 

earnest  conversation  and b eca m e  fully 

aware of the m o m en to u s  even ts  that had  

just transpired and her present d is e m ­

bod ied  situation. And with a thrill in ­

describable  she  recogn ized  the vo ice  of  

R athunor  ad d ress in g  the H ierophant.

“ A nd so, m ost revered  F a th er ,  al
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W ithin the A dytu m . 47

th ings  are p rogress in g  favorab ly  and t o ­

ward a satis factory  cu lm ination ?” he  said.

“ E v e n  so, m y son ,” was the  reply.  

“ A n d  yet, con tin u ed  the Prince, sa v e  the  

on e  m o m en ta ry  g le a m  of  recognit ion ,  

upon the  first n ight  of  the  cerem onies ,  the  

soul of  the  Princess N u-nah , to  all o u t ­

ward appearance ,  has left  entirely . T h e  

b o d y  is susta ined, apparently ,  by so m e  

m agica l  process, th e  nature of  w hich  I do  

not u n d erstan d .”

“ T rue ,  m y son, but that need  not d is­

quiet you. T h e  resources  of  N a tu r e  are  

m any and far from b e in g  ex h a u s te d .  But  

then, you th  is naturally  im patient.  “ D id  

you  so d e e p ly  lo v e  th e  P rincess?”

A t  this  point Sarth ia  w ould  h a v e  w ith ­

drawn but sh e  found that her des ire  to  

stay  ch a in ed  her  to th e  spot, and g la n c ­

in g  at th e  H ie r o p h a n t  sh e  realized  that
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48 W ithin the Temple o f  Isis.

her presen ce  was k n ow n  to him and that  

he w ished her to rem ain.

T h e  Princess  m used  th ou ghtfu l ly  for  

a few m o m e n ts  b efore  rep ly in g  and th en  

said with a ha lf  s igh, “ Y ou  know , O  

F ather ,  that  I m yse lf  did not particularly  

desire  that m arriage. F ro m  m y earliest  

ch ild h ood  I h a v e  b e e n  fond o f  m y cousin  

and p layfe l low . A s  sh e  m atured  I h a v e  

adm ired , with fam ily  pride, her  perfect  

b ea u ty  o f  form, her h a u g h ty  spirit and  

her ability to rule. A n d  yet, as you, w h o  

can so eas i ly  read the  innerm ost  secrets  

of  the  heart,  must know  I h a v e  not b een  

able to  discern th e  happiness  for m yse lf  

in this union that m y soul w ould  crave,  

or that you  led m e to e x p e c t  in w ed d e d  

love .  If m y am bit ion  irresist ib ly  im ­

pelled  m e to  fill the ex tern a l  d es t in ie s  o f  

m ankind , to  b e c o m e  a m onarch  o f  unsur-
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W ithin the Adytum . 49

passed  power and m agnificence , then  

w ould  N u n a h  be the royal consort a b so ­

lutely  adapted  for such pride and pomp.  

But, you  know, O F ather ,  all th ese  th ings  

are as em pty  bubbles  and child toys  to o n e  

aspiring to b e c o m e  a Priest  K ing, to him  

w h o  hungers  and thirsts, day  and n ight  

for w isdom , for k n o w le d g e  of the m ore  

inner secrets  of  N ature,  gu ard ed  so jea l­

ously  by the  P ries thood  but revea led  by  

th e  v ery  G o d s  th e m se lv e s  to those  worthy  

to k n o w  and fit to use and assist  in carry­

ing out the  plans and orderly  w ork ings  

of  the very  U n iv erse  itself.

In form and feature N u -n a h ’s im a g e.  &

m eets  m y h igh est  ideal, but w hen  I would  

speak  of the th o u g h ts  and am bit ions  upon  

which my soul dwells ,  then  her cold  

look  o f  in com p reh en s ion  appalls  m e with  

the  vast  d ifference in our natures. H e r
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th o u g h ts  can never  p enetra te  th e  realm
i

w herein  m y life-forces are all centered.  

N e v e r  have I ex p er ien ced  from her the  

response  m y love  would  crave .”

“ H a v e  you then  n ev er  at any t im e felt  

that N u -n a h ’s love  for you could be trained  

and in t im e ev o lv ed  to the p lane w hereb y  

she  w ould  respond to y o u ? ”

“ N u -n ah  d o es  not seem  capable  o f  the  

. love  o f  soul. S h e  accepts  m e as a lover  

due her, and w hose  a ttention  and presence  

gratify  her pride and vanity . N e v e r  once,  

or perhaps only once, h a v e  I ev er  seen  or 

im agined  I saw a recogn it ion  of  love, and  

that was the  night o f  the full M oon, dur­

ing  the  recent cerem onies .  As, with  

your permission, I for a m om en t  drew' 

near the  couch on which she  reposed, she  

su dd en ly  raised to a ha lf-s itt ing  position  

and se e m e d  s tran ge ly  startled by m y pres
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ence.  W ith  a thrill o f  hope, that finally

lo v e  w as aw aken ing ,  I sprang  forward

and sp ak e  an x iou s ly  and fond ly  to her.

F o r  the first t im e in all m y life her g lan ce

v ibrated  to m y heart's very  core. M y

brain ree led  with in tox ication  as she

pressed  m y hand, and the  love  from her

e y e s  burns now  into m y soul as I recall

that o n e  secon d  of  bliss. But, alas! she

fell back  into her form er l i fe less  s ta te

and l ingers  so until I am in doubt if a fter

all it w ere  not so m e  il lusion co n n ected  
with the w onderfu l  M agic  of  that n ight .” 

“ N a y ,” said the H ierop h an t ,  “ I can  
assure you that w hat you e x p e r ie n c e d  was  
real and that if this m atter  reaches  a suc­
cessful issue you will henceforw ard  find in 
N u-n ah  all that your soul desires,  that  
ev er  will her e a g e r  spirit lead yours in the  
pursuit of  k n o w le d g e  and the h igh es t  
w isd o m .”
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T h e n  the  H ie r o p h a n t  turning, m e n ­

tally  ad d ressed  Sarth ia ,  the  u n seen  w it ­

ness  of the  interview , “A m  I not r ight in 

m ak in g 'th is  p le d g e  for you  to R athunor?  

T h in k  you w e h ave  a lso  fulfilled our  

prom ise  that R athunor  shall lo v e  y o u ? ” 

But her  heart  was too  full to reply.  

H e  then  d irected  her a tten t ion  to her  

location  and surroundings  and for the  

first t im e sh e  b e c a m e  aw are with a m a z e ­

ment, a lm ost  terror, that sh e  w as within

“ the SACRED ADYTUM — THE HOLY OE

h o l i e s , ” w hile  the H ie r o p h a n t  and  

R athu n or  were w ith in  an ad jo in in g  court  

and private ap artm en t  of  th e  H ig h  Priest.

“ M y ch ild ,” said th e  H ie r o p h a n t  in 

reply to her sp eech le s s  inquiry as to the  

m ea n in g  of  this w onder, “ there  are no  

barriers to the d is e m b o d ie d  soul. T h is  

place, so  re l ig ious ly  gu ard ed ,  so inacces-
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sib le  to th e  ordinary mortal, is op en  to any  

soul h a v in g  passed  a certain  g ra d e  of  

in itiation  into the  d iv ine  m yster ies  of  

N a tu r e  and atta ined  unto  that purity of  

heart  w h e reb y  man m ay see  his G od .

“ T o -m o r r o w  night,  on th e  occas ion  of  

th e  new  M oon, will be  co n secra ted  w ithin  

this  H o ly  C ham ber ,  the  union of  your  

soul with that o f  R a t h u n o r s  and here  a lso  

will be c o n su m m a ted  that m ystic  transfer  

b e tw e e n  your soul and that o f  N u -n a h ’s.

“ A n d  now, I lea v e  you h ere  w hile  I 

acco m p a n y  R athunor. A s  you grad u a lly  

lapse  into the  sw e e t  s i lence  o f  this  H o ly  

place, ob serve  the  m e a n in g  of  so m e  o f  

th e  s tu p en d ou s  m yster ies  o f  N a tu r e  re ­

vea led  here  o p en ly  to  th e  o n e  h a v in g  ey es  

to  se e  and p o ssess in g  th e  g ift  o f  u n d er ­

s ta n d in g .”

H e r  first sen sat ion  on  b e in g  left  a lo n e
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54 W ithin the Temple o f  Isis.

was, that she  was floating like th e  vapor  

of a breath  upon the  sw a y in g  w reaths  of  

burning incense, and as she  reclines  thus  

in blissful repose  there  d aw n ed  upon her  

vis ion  a v iew  of  the vast  T e m p le  in its 

abso lute  entirety . It a ssu m ed  th e  s trange  

outline  o f  a g igan tic  hum an body, all its 

intricacies b e c o m in g  orderly  corresp on d ­

encies  o f  the  hum an organ ism  in its m ul­

t itudinous ramifications. T h e n  all the  

vast cerem onia l  of  this  b od y  passed  in 

rev iew  before  her  mind, each  rite s y m ­

bolic of  so m e  function, physical,  m ental  

and spiritual, and she  m a rve led  at the  

adaptability  of the  parts to  each  o ther  

and then to the  grand  w hole .

But, ab ove  all, w as she  im pressed  by  

the  depth  in d ep th s  o f  m e a n in g  o f  this  

Sacred  A d y tu m  in its sym bolic  re lation  to  

th e  w h o le  structure. H o w e v e r ,  e re  sh e

Digitized by
Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



W ithin the A dytu m . 55

could tarry to reflect, th e  nature of  the  

vision c h a n g ed  as if her e y e  had b een  

turned su d d en ly  from the  lense  o f  a 

M icroscope  to that o f  an im m en se  T e l e ­

scope. B efore  her  v iew  s tre tch ed  the  

starry Zodiac, in outline ,  th e  sa m e  as its 

prototype ,  th e  h um an  b o d y — th e  G rand  

T e m p le .  T h e  Sun and its so lar sy stem  

co rresp o n d in g  to var ious  vital functions  

in the  hum an organ ism , but th e  crow ning  

w o n d er  o f  all ca m e  as sh e  co m p r e h e n d e d  

th e  re la t ion  which  our p lanet,  m oth er  

Earth, bore  to the  G rand M an of  the  

skies, and her soul w as o v e r w h e lm e d  as  

all th e  im plicat ions  o f  this  re lation  rushed  

in upon her being .
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C H A P T E R  V.

THE TRANSFER.

A ccord in g  to the calculations m a d e  by  

the ch ie f  A stro lo g er  Priest it was just at 

m idnight  that the  conjunction of the  

luminaries took  place in the Z odiaca l  s ign  

b e lo n g in g  to the M oon. T h is  union of 

the lum inous orbs of the day  and n ight  

is powerfully  m agical in its results.

T h e  vibrations, set in m otion  by  this  

m ig h ty  union of  the posit ive  and n eg a t iv e  

forces of  N ature ,  react, not on ly  upon the  

waters and the  Earth, but the  hum an  

family. N o t  only  d o es  the  m ig h ty  ocean  

ob ey  this w onderfu l influence in the  ebb  

and flow of  its tides, but the  Earth, as  she

Digitized by G o o g le Original (tom 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



The Transfer. 57

rotates  upon her axis, o b ey s  this  m igh ty  

p ow er  and m anifes ts  in her d ep th s  and  

h e ig h ts  in her  serpentine  m o v e m e n t  about  

th e  Sun.

N a tu r e ’s laws are very  e x a c t  and man,  

to b e c o m e  the  A rb iter  o f  his own destiny,  

m ust b lend his e n e r g ie s  in h arm on y  with  

th o se  o f  N ature .

A g r e e a b le  to a p p o in tm en t  and the  

a rra n g em en ts  to be m ad e  it was n ecessary  

for the  H iero p h a n t  and the  H o ly  m en of  

the  T e m p le  to a ssem b le  at an early  hour, 

a lth ou gh  the T ra n sfer  w as  not to tak e  

place until m idnight .

M uch preparation  w as  n ecessa ry  as a 

m ost  m o m e n to u s  ce r e m o n y  w as  to be per­

form ed  this night; o n e  th at  rarely  ever  

w as perform ed, o w in g  to th e  fact that  few  

of the  T e m p le  Priests  w ere  in it ia ted  into  

th ese  sacred  M ag ica l  R ites .  T h e y  w ere
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too  Sacred  and H o ly  to be  im parted  to 

many, too  d a n g ero u s  for possib le  failures,  

too  infinite in responsib il i t ies  a c c o m p a n y ­

ing  such undertak ings .  O n ly  th ose  w here  

the  mind, soul and spirit, b len d ed  as o n e  in 

their  organism , w ere  ev e r  en tru sted  with  

the  interior k n o w le d g e  o f  the  Sacred  

A d y tu m — T h e  H o ly  of  H o l ie s .

O n ly  the  in vocat ions  w ere  to be m ade,  

the  chants  and ce r e m o n ie s  b e lo n g in g  to  

the  H o ly  Sanctuary  w ere  to be observed .  

T h e  air w as  la d en ed  with  the  sw e e t  fra­

gra n ce  of  incense  and th ose  subtle  per­

fum es  that are so  de ligh tfu l  and en t ic ing  

to  the  soul. H o u r s  b efore  the so lem n  

R ites  w ere  to be perform ed , ev ery  part of  

the  H o ly  T e m p le  must be p erm ea ted  with  

their  m agica l  and mystical influence.

T h e  b od ies  o f  both  Sarth ia  and N u -n ah  

lay  in s ta te  b e fore  th e  A ltar  in th e  H o ly
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Sanctuary, both  robed and perfum ed  as  

if for burial.

T h e  H ie r o p h a n t  o f  the  T e m p le ,  th e  

Priests  and the  L a y  Priests, and the  

P ries tesses  with  their  V esta l  Virgins, w ere  

now  a sse m b led  in their  respect ive  places.

T h e  hour o f  m id n ig h t  had arrived.  

T h e  chants  now  begun, set  in v ibration  

the  spiritual forces  that ap p ea l  on ly  to the  

soul and spirit.

T h e  subtle, s i lent  will o f  the  H ig h

Priest m en ta l ly  c o m m a n d e d  the presence  
of  the  d ep arted  spirit o f  Sarth ia .  A t  his  
bidding, sh e  ca m e  f loating tow ard him,  
and w h e n  w ithin  a certain  d istance  from  
her in an im ate  body, sh e  rem ain ed  hover-  
in g o v e r  it. M ost  w ill ing ly  and joyfu lly  she  
cam e, k n o w in g  th e  prom ise  o f  th e  H ig h  
Priest  w ould  be rea l ized  w h en  sh e  b e ca m e  
able  to  a n im a te  and control th e  b o d y  and  
m ind o f  w h a t  was still N u -n a h ’s,
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R athu n or  w as present  at the urgent  

request o f  th e  Priest. H e  little d rea m ed  

w hy his presence  was so m uch desired ,  

and how  he, w ho  was so ignorant o f  the  

T e m p le  rules and service, could be o f  any  

assistance.

A  spark had b een  k ind led  within  his  

very  soul, the  n ight that Sarth ia  found  

herse lf  in N u -n a h ’s tem p le  and for a 

m o m en t  con sc iou s ly  rem em b ere d  and  

spoke,  that had b een  burning d e e p e r  and  

d eep er  until now, it was ready  to burst 

forth as an ever- l iv ing  flame at the  first 

breath  of  h op e  that this new  em o t io n  was  

of  the  sou l— real and im m ortal .

D id  he dare for a m o m en t  listen to  

the w hisper ing  o f  the  interior se lf  ? F e a r  

alone m ade  him drive back and quell the  

m onit ions  that sprang from within, for O, 

if th ey  were only  vain hopes  could he sur-
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vive  the  d isap p o in tm en t?  T h e  th o u g h t  

was crushing, and better ,  he  th ou gh t ,  not  

to h o p e  than b e l ie v e  an illusion.

T h e  m a g n et ic  chord that y e t  held  

N u-n ah  to her frail, prostrated  b od y  had  

not ye t  b een  severed .  T h e  unconsc ious  

soul h u n g  or rather f loated about its 

tem ple ,  apparently  w a it in g  for a s tron ger  

force from th e  interior realm  to  call it 

away.

T h e  H ie r o p h a n t  s tep ped  to the  front  

of the  A ltar  and, ra is ing  his hands, in ­

v o k e d  the presen ce  of  th e  G o d s  and  

their ass is tance  in th is  Sacred  cere m o n y  

of  m a k in g  that T ra n s fer  o f  the  spiritual  

l ife-line that b inds the spirit to soul, and  

soul to body.

A s  the  tw o souls  h u n g  su sp en d ed  by  

th ese  m a g n et ic  l i fe-chords a b ove  their  

ow n bod ies ,  th rou gh  the  m agica l  influ-
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en ces  o f  th e  Priests, th e  chants  and music  

c a m e  c loser  and closer, as if draw n to ­

g e th e r  by so m e  s tron g  m a g n et ic  attraction .

Sarth ia ,  now, as well  as N u-nah ,  was  

unconsc ious  o f  w hat  w as ta k in g  place.  

N u -n a h ’s w as the  natural unconsc ious  

sta te  of  an u n d e v e lo p e d  soul in pass ing  

from the  physica l tem p le  to  the  rea lm s  

beyon d , w hile  S a r th ia ’s w as  purpose ly  

induced  by th e  m agica l  will o f  the  O p e r ­

ator.

T h e  m idd le  o f  th e  m ystica l  hour had  

just been  reach ed  w hen  th e  tw o  life-lines  

m et  and b len d ed  for one  s ing le  instant,
v

then  sep a ra ted  and, o b e y in g  the  powerful  

wills of  th e  Priests, b e c a m e  polar ized  in 

each  o th e r ’s body.

T h e  m agica l  invisible  a g e n c y  that had  

b een  a n im a t in g  th e  b o d y  of  Sarth ia  was  

now  w ithdrawn, and the  soul of  N u -n a h ’s
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grad u a lly  but fa intly  b e g a n  to supply  the  

a n im a t in g  force to rev ive  and control the  

ap p aren t ly  l i fe less  form.

S a r th ia ’s spiritual con sc iou sn ess  was  

not im m e d ia te ly  a l low ed  to return. T h e  

a w a k e n in g  m ust be gradual to her, for  

k n o w in g  w hat  w as b e in g  done ,  th e  joy  

and ecs tacy  o f  a p ro lo n g ed  life in th e  ho ly  

b on d s  o f  pure lo v e  with  R a th u n o r  w ould  

be d isastrous  if su d d en ly  c o n v e y e d  to  

her consc iousness .

T h e  H ig h  Priest, turn ing  to Rathunor,  

said, “Our b e lo v e d  pupil, return now  to  

your usual duties,  but fail not to return to 

th e  T e m p le  a little b e fore  tw e lv e  o ’c lock  

to -m orrow  n igh t .’’

N o w  the  b od ies  o f  Sarth ia  and N u -n ah  

w ere  re m o v e d  to a n o th er  part o f  the  

T e m p le .  T h e  P r ies tesses  and V esta ls ,  

with th e  chori and m usicians, w ere  dis-
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m issed  as the  first part o f  th e  so le m n  and  

sacred  R ites  was over, but the Priests  

rem ained , n ever  s to p p in g  in their  m agical  

work, for yet  the  v ibrations  o f  th e  n e w ­

born souls  w ere  not of  sufficient strength  

and pow er to rem ain  unass isted ,  e s p e ­

cially  that of  N u -n a h ’s.
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C H A P T E R  VI.

THE AWAKENING.

T h e  constant  presence  of  so m e  o f  the  

Priests of  the  T e m p le  had b een  near the  

b od ies  of N u-n ah  and Sarth ia  con t in u ­

ously for the  last tw enty-four hours, and  

by their m agic  assis tance  the vibrations  

of the  souls  to their  new  te n e m e n ts  g rew  

stronger  and quite harm onious.

T h e  hour of  m idn ight  was again  near  

at hand. T h e  rev iv in g  forms of  the two  

y o u n g  girls w ere again  brought into the  

H o ly  Sanctuary  of  the T e m p le  and p laced  

in front o f  the  A ltar  and th e  H iero p h a n t  

w ho had a lready  taken  his position.

T h e  Priestesses  of  the T e m p le  with
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their  V esta ls  w ere  qu iet ly  and so lem nly  

w e n d in g  their  w ay  to their  usual places.  

T h e  choir  had begun  to chant the  op en in g  

serv ice  w hen  R athu n or  with o n e  o f  the  

Priests ap proached  with s low  and m e a s ­

ured str ides  as if a false m o v e m e n t  would  

disturb the  so lem n ity  of this m id n ig h t ’s 

mystic  s ilence.

A s  th ey  ap proached  the spot  w here  

the two b o d ies  lay, there  was a percepti­

ble  m o v em en t ,  as of consc iousness  in the  

s ilent form of N u-nah .

Just as the d istant  ch im es  pea led  forth  

their  a n n o u n c em en t  of  the  m id n igh t  hour
v °

the  H ie r o p h a n t  arose and s tep p ed  forth  

to the  front o f  the  A ltar  and, at a s ilent  

signal,  there  broke forth, as of  o n e  voice ,  

the low -distant strains of  the m ost e n ­

ch an tin g  music. T h e  vo ices  and the  

ton es  from the  musical instrum ents  w ere
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so  h arm on iou s ly  and w on d er fu l ly  b len d ed  

that  th e  result was m a g ica l ly  effective .  

T h e  strains increased  in v o lu m e — th ey  

s e e m e d  to approach  nearer  and nearer—  

until the  w h o le  edifice  reso u n d ed  and  

re -ech o ed  as th o u g h  filled with on e  va?t 

orchestra  so u n d in g  forth the  A n th e m  of  

C rea t iv e  L ife ,  “ W e  Praise T h e e ,  O  G o d .”

T h is  e n ch a n t in g  music continued  for  

so m e  time, then  g e n t ly  d ied  aw ay  until  

on ly  the  b rea th in gs  of  music could be  

heard, w hen  the  H iero p h a n t  raised his  

han d s  as if in supplication . T h e  so lem n,  

awful st i l lness  o f  the hour was a w e ­

inspiring.

O nce ,  twice, thrice, the vo ice  o f  the  

H ie r o p h a n t  resou n d ed  th ro u g h o u t  the  

S an ctu ary  as he thus sp o k e  to their  souls:

“ Arise, O ye  d a u g h ter  of Isis, c o m e  

forth and again  en ter  the  daily  l ives  of

Digitized by G o o g le Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



6 8  W ithin the Temple o f  h is .

a V es ta l  and a Princess. M a n y  years  now  

are g ra n ted  to your service ,  and now  that  

you  h a v e  both  b e e n  b ey o n d  th e  d iv id in g  

line o f  this and the  o th er  p lane, your  

l ives  h en ceforth  should  be g u id ed  and  

influenced by that  e x p e r ie n c e .”

A t  th is  he d e s c e n d e d  from the  A ltar  

and took  th e  he lp less  hand  of  S a r th ia  to  

m ag ica l ly  c o n v e y  to the  silent, l i fe less  

b od y  the  e lectr ic  forces  o f  life.

T u rn in g  to R athunor,  w h o  s tood  near, 

b e c k o n in g  him to his side, he took  his hand  

and led him to that w hich  zuas N u -n a h ’s 

body, and g e n t ly  ra ising  the  apparently  

l i fe less  hand of  th e  s i lent  form placed  it 

w ithin  that of  R a th u n o r ’s. T h e  effect  

w as indeed  m agical.

R athunor  was held  spell-bound, the  

thril l ing sensations,  the  em o t io n s  that  

sprang forth from the  heart w ere  electri-
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fy ing . H e  cou ld  fee l  th e  te n se  v ibrations  

p a ss in g  from his hand  to that  of  her body,  

th e  source of  w hich  he could  not fa th om  

nor understand , and little did he  care  at 

th at  m o m e n t  w h e n  he p erce iv ed  the  s l ight  

trem or that  w as  cree p in g  o v er  th e  h e r e ­

to fore  l i fe less  form of his  Princess  N u -n ah .

H ere ,  R a th u n o r  w ould  h a v e  b een  o v e r ­

c o m e  by his e m o t io n s  o f  joyfu l bliss and  

throw n h im se lf  prostrate  at the  fee t  o f  

th e  Priest in th an kfu l  g ra t i tu d e  for the  

restoration  to  life of  his lo v e ly  N u-nah ,  

had  not th e  H ie r o p h a n t  just at this  m o ­

m en t  laid his hand  upon R a th u n o r  s 

shou lder  say ing ,  “ M y child, h a v e  you  b e ­

c o m e  uncon sc iou s  o f  th e  p lace  and the  

occas ion ,  and the so le m n  prom ise  you  

g a v e  m e  to  brave ly  fo l low  m y instructions  

w ith ou t  a sh o w  o f  w ea k n e ss .  L e t  not an  

outw ard  m a n ifes ta t ion  of  your  fee l in g s
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escap e  you again. A re  you yourself
• %  11 again r

W ith  a m igh ty  effort of  his will Rathu-

nor c o m m a n d e d  an outward calm at least,

but he could  not speak , h e  could  only  bow

his head  in assurance and b e in g  told to

retain the hand of  N u-nah , the Priest

continued  audibly, “ In the  nam e of  the

A lm ig h ty  and ever- l iv ing  G od  I now

join th ese  two souls  as one. M ay their

con sc iousness  of this, their soul-union,

dawn upon their outward m em ory  as t im e

proceeds, and then  journey  to g e th er  in 
consc ious  union on the  e terna l  path of  
progress  to the D iv in e  T h r o n e  o f  G od.  
A m en !  A m e n ! ”

R athu n or  heard but did not u n d er­
stand and b e in g  o v erco m e by the s ilent  
over-p ow er in g  influence surrounding him, 
fell insensib le  to the  floor bes ide  the re­
v iv in g  form of Nu-nah.
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A s soon  as he  had b een  c o n v e y e d  to  

an outer  court, th e  H ie r o p h a n t  aga in  c o n ­

tinued. T u rn in g  his a t ten t ion  to  Sarthia ,  

m en ta lly  he ca lled  th r e e  t im es, “ N u-nah ,  

N u-nah , N u-nah ,  h en ce fo r th  y o u  shall  be  

k n ow n  as Sarth ia  th e  V esta l .  M a y  the
1

guardian  a n g e ls  that  h a v e  been  p laced  

o v e r  your rev iv in g  body, k eep  and hold  

th e  soul with it until hea lth  of  b od y  and  

s tren gth  o f  mind returns. G od  b less  our  

n ew -found  V esta l .  A m e n .”

A s  the  last e c h o  o f  the  P riest’s vo ice  

died  aw a y  the  m usic  burst in a joyful  

so n g  o f  praise, and continued  until the  

b o d ie s  o f  each  of  th e  y o u n g  girls w ere  

rem o v ed .  S a r th ia ’s to that form erly  o c ­

cupied  by th e  V esta l ,  and N u -n a h ’s to  

that  of  th e  h o m e  o f  the Princess.

R a th u n or  so o n  rev ived  in th e  fresh  

air of  th e  ou ter  court and now  b e in g  sum-
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m on ed  by a m e sse n g e r  from th e  H ie r o ­

phant presented  h im se lf  aga in  b e fore  him.

“ M y so n ,” said the  H ig h  Priest, “ g o  

to the  h o m e  o f  the  Princess and remain,  

e i th er  with, or near her  until three  cycles  

of sev en  shall  pass by. A t  the  end  of  

tw en ty -o n e  d ays  you m ay  return to your  

ow n h o m e  and en ter  th e  a ccu sto m ed  life  

of  a Prince, until th at  t ime shall  co m e  

w h en  the  Prince o f  th e  world  shall  en ter  

the  path that lead s  to a K in g  o f  W is d o m ,” 

and with a ferven t  press o f  the  hand  and  

a b en ed ic t ion  for his s o u l ’s w elfare  he bid  

him g o o d -n ig h t  and retired from th e  H o ly  

Sanctuary .
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A VISIT TO THE CHIEF ASTROLOGER.

A  few  w e e k s  a fter  the  p reced in g  cer ­

em on ies ,  a m e sse n g e r  a n n o u n c ed  to the  

A str o lo g e r  Priest that th e  Priestess  so u g h t  

an interview.

H e r m o  w as at his  post m a k in g  the  

usual, daily  ca lcu la t ions  for th e  Priest.

A s  the  Priestess  en tered ,  H e r m o  arose,  %
and was about to w ithdraw, w hen  the  

Priestess ,  by a w ave  of her hand, g a v e  

him to understand  his presence  was re­

quired.

T h e  Priestess  b egan ,  “ O, m ost V e n e r ­

ated  F ath er .  I c o m e  aga in  to ask a ss is t ­

ance, w ith  your astro log ica l  k n o w led g e ,
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in b eh a lf  of Sarthia. T h e  m em o ry  of  

th e  past s e e m s  to be entire ly  b lotted  out. 

Is there  any  aspect  sh o w in g  that m em o ry  

will return, and if not, at w hat  t im e do  

the p lanets  indicate  a c o m m e n c e m e n t  of  

th e  training o f  the mind that will bring  a 

successful issue in spiritual th ings?  W e  

will h ave  to c o m m e n c e  with her as a child  

and train the  body, mind and soul to  

V esta l  S erv ice .”

T h e  A stro lo g er  turned to H e r m o  and  

said, “ H e a r  you the  request o f  our  

Priestess  here?  M a k e  note, and se e  at 

what t im e th e  p lanets  point favorab ly  to  

the  initiation o f  our new S arth ia  into the  

T e m p le  S erv ice  o f  Isis.”

“ H o w  is our new  S a r th ia ? ” inquired  

the  Priest.

“ N o th in g ,  as y e t ,” answ ered  the  P r ies t ­

ess, “ But that  d o e s  not  disturb m y h o p e
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and faith that sh e  will b e c o m e  all th a t  w e

wish and desire  o f  her, and in stead  o f

h a v in g  but o n e  V esta l  w e  shall  h a v e  two,

for ere  lo n g  N u -n a h  will a lso  be n um bered

a m o n g  our V esta ls ,  and R a th u n or  as one

o f  our P r iests .”

T h a n k in g  the  Priest for his p rom ised

serv ice  th e  Priestess  w ithdrew .

T h e  A s tr o lo g e r  returned to his s tud ies

and was soon  absorbed  with them , w hen,

su d d en ly  he  turned to H e r m o  and said,

“ H e r m o ,  I shall  p lace S arth ia  under  your  
specia l  tu te la g e  as soon  as sh e  is ready  to  
c o m m e n c e  her  s tud ies  in A s tr o lo g y .”

T h e  su d d e n n e ss  o f  th e  P riest’s rem arks  
quite  confused  th e  y o u n g  scribe and set  
him to ser iously  th ink ing .  S tr a n g e  
th o u g h ts  ca m e  into his mind, “w h y  should  
Sarth ia  /ztf/continue her s tu d ies  with me,  
w h y  w ould  sh e  b e c o m e  a spec ia l  and not 
a fe llow  student?  ”
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H e  could  not account  for th ese  s trange  

th o u g h ts  th at  had b een  e x c i te d  w ithin  his 

mind, and th e  rest o f  the  hours o f  work  

did not sh o w  the usual am ou n t a c c o m ­

plished.

At an early  hour the  n e x t  night, before  

H e r m o  had arrived for his n ig h t ’s work,  

th e  A s tr o lo g e r  Priest sen t  for th e  P riest­

ess. S h e  hasti ly  resp o n d ed  to th e  su m ­

m ons fee l in g  there  was so m e  very  im por­

tant new s to be rece ived .  A s  soon  as she  

en tered  the Priest said, “ M ost  noble  

Priestess ,  I find by th e  ca lcu lat ions  m ade,  

that not before  an oth er  m onth  m ay  our  

infant child, Sarthia ,  be in itiated, as a 

pupil, into the T e m p le  o f  Isis. T w o  days  

b efore  the full M oon  the  spiritual rays  

will be m ost  act ive  and potent, and be ing  

of so  h arm onious  a nature we m ay  hope  

for the m ost satis factory  results. T h e
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task  will be  s low  and require m uch  

patience, m y Priestess ,  for th e  hered itary  

ten d en c ie s  o f  th e  brain, that h a v e  so far 

influenced that s o u l ’s life and exp er ien ces ,  

will h a v e  to be po larized  in o th er  ch an n e ls  

and gradua lly  a w a k e n e d  to consc iousness .  

T h e  life o f  the  b o d y  it has  b een  a n im a t­

ing  in past  years  w as  not o f  such a nature  

as to m ature a h ea lth y  soul.

“ T h e  w ork  now, with our new  Sarthia,  

is with th e  Soul,  to m a k e  it equal to the  

brain that has b een  cu lt iva ted  and e n ­

larged  in spiritual ways; w hile  with Nu-  

nah, th e  work will be  in arou s in g  and  

d e v e lo p in g  th at  brain to th e  consc ious  r e ­

sp onse  o f  the  m atured  soul. D o  I m ak e  

m y se lf  plain to you? In m y y o u n g  pupil,  

H e rm o , w e will h ave  a m ost  va luab le  as ­

s istant in our work with  Sarthia , for I 

h a v e  d isco v ered  that  th e  d iv ine  relation
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of  brother  and s ister  e x is t s  b e tw e e n  them .  

T h e y  are b lest  with b e in g  the  em a n a t io n s

from th e  sa m e  d iv in e  s ta te  and children
#

of the sa m e  spiritual parents.  I sp o k e  to  

H e r m o  of Sarth ia  last  night, at th e  sa m e  

t im e w illing  that  m y new d isco v ery  m ight  

be im parted  to his  soul, w hich  I could  see  

had b een  partia lly  accom p lished .

“ W e  will a l low  th em  o ften  in each  

o t h e r s  society ,  and that ho ly  lo v e  of  

brother  o f  sister, and sister  o f  brother,  

which can on ly  be k ind led  in th e  outer  

heart w hen  this  spiritual re lation  exists .

“ T his will so o n  be r eco g n ized  by each  

of them , and th is  a lo n e  will be  a m ost  

potent  influence in nourish ing  and te a c h ­

ing the soul o f  Sarth ia .  N o th in g  lies  in 

S a rth ia ’s path that  p orten d s  ser ious  evil  

for m an y  years  to com e. T h e r e fo r e ,  m y  

g o o d  Priestess ,  ta k e  new  h o p e  and cour-
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age ,  and not m an y  M o o n s  will g ro w  and  

w an e  b e fo re  an inward pride will be  born  

for your  new  V e s ta l .”

T h e  Priestess  retired after  th a n k in g  

him m ost  cordially , and could  hard ly  c o n ­

ceal her  e m o t io n s  of  joy  and rapture until  

sh e  w as  sa fe  in her ow n apartm ents ,  w here  

she  cou ld  g iv e  full vent,  in tears and cries  

of  joy  and gratitude.

A s  soon  as all traces o f  th e  effects,  

w hich  this  k n o w le d g e  had produced , w ere  

erased ,  and sh e  b e c a m e  perfect ly  calm  

and co m p o sed ,  sh e  so u g h t  S a r th ia ’s 

cham ber.  T h e  y o u n g  girl w as  recl in ing  

upon a couch  th a t  had  b een  draw n near  

the  w indow , apparently  m uch absorbed in 

s tu d y in g  th e  h ea v en s .  S carce ly  did she  

notice  the  p resen ce  of  th e  Priestess  until  

sh e  k n e lt  b es id e  her  and said, ‘ W h a t  

th o u g h ts  are b e in g  born in m y  S a r th ia ’s
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mind as sh e  v iew s  the  m igh ty  heaven s  

above  with its m illions o f  s ilent monitors,  

aw ait ing  our p leasure to read and under­

stand? A re  th ey  sp ea k in g  to m y darling  

child? D o  you hear  their s ilent vo ices  

and fee l  their  subtle and powerful influ­

en ces  upon you ? ”

T h e  y o u n g  girl did not reply im m ed i­

ately. T h e  b od y  was still very  w eak  and  

feeble , th e  mind was as one  just a w a k e n ­

ing from a p ro longed  slumber.

“ M y  b e lo v e d  Priestess, did you speak  
to m e of  th e  stars, th o se  lov in g  l ights  in 
the  h eaven s?  T h e y  do seem  to speak,  
but I can not understand and k n ow  w hat  
th ey  say. D o  you, dear M other, and can  
you tell m e ?”

T h is  first ray of aw a k en in g  m em ory  
w as m ore radiant to th e  Priestess  than a 
thousand  stars could h ave  produced  if all 
their  rays could h ave  b lended  into one.
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But ca lm n ess  w as her ex tern a l  bearing.  

S e ld o m  any m anifes ta t ion  of  an unusual  

em otion ,  w as  perm itted  to  find an o u t ­

ward ex p ress io n  e ither  in m anner  or

speech .  S h e  had a tta ined  that perfect  
com m an d  o f  herse lf  that ne ither  joy  nor  
sorrow, g o o d  nor evil, praise nor b lam e,  
could unbalance  th e  perfect poise  and  
tranquill ity  of  her d e v e lo p e d  S o u l .

“ M y Sarth ia ,” replied th e  Priestess,  “ I 
can not k n o w  w hat  th ey  are say in g  to you, 
but th e y  do  sp ea k  to me. T h e y  tell m e  
that life is im m ortal,  that the  grow th  and  
th e  progress  o f  th e  soul are eternal,  that  
we m ay k n ow  and read their la n g u a g e  
w hile  in th ese  b od ies  if we try; then  as 
w e draw nearer  and nearer to them , as  
our souls  gro w  and b e c o m e  fam iliar with  
their  teach ings ,  w e  can k n o w  th em  as 
well, if not better, than our A stro lo g er  
Priests do, a lso  as well as your brother  
H e r m o  is learn ing  to d o .”
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“ M y — brother— H e r m o ,” and there  

w as a perceptib le  l ight  o f  in te l l igen ce  in 

the  e y e s  for a m om en t .

T h e  Priestess  w as  not sp e a k in g  to* the

mind, but to the  soul, at the  sa m e  t im e

w ill ing to find a response  there. T h e
%

m ere w ords availed  n o th in g  to her, on ly  

in so  m uch as th ey  ex p ressed  the  lo n g ­

ings and des ires  o f  the  interior self .
/

A s S arth a  said no more, th e  Priestess  

arose  and, m o v in g  quiet ly  about the  

room, g a v e  a few  d irect ions  and cautions  

to those  in a t ten d ance ,  then  presently  

withdrew.

T h a t  n ight  was passed  by the Priestess  

in her ow n private cham ber, not in s leep  

and rest, but a c t ive ly  and earn est ly  e n ­

g a g e d  in s ilent prayer for her  new-born  

children, N u-nah , Sarth ia  and Rathunor-
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PRINCESS NU-NAH.

T h e  m o rn in g  fo l low ing  th e  Pr iestess’ 

visit to  S a r th ia ’s apartm ents ,  sh e  sen t  a 

m essen g er  to inquire for the  w elfare  of  

Princess N u -n a h .

S h e  w as reported  to h a v e  s lep t  well, 

s e e m e d  m uch stronger, but a peculiar  

ch a n g e  had tak en  p lace during her a lm ost  

fatal il lness. S h e  sp o k e  strangely ,  a lm ost  

w eird ly  at t imes, which  ex c i te d  much  

c o m m e n t  and a n x ie ty  a m o n g st  her im m e ­

d iate  fr iends and relatives .

T h e  Princess had b een  a gen era l  fa v o r ­

ite and m uch adm ired  by th ose  occu p y in g  

the sa m e  station  in life with herself;  but  

by th o se  w h o  w ere  subject  to her com-
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m ands and rule, she  was look ed  upon as 

cold, stern, and heartless ,  kind in her way  

w h en  obeyed , but the  s l igh test  d isob ed i­

ence  brought scornful reproaches  and  

often  punishm ent.

T h e  Priestess,  k n ow in g  the  source of  

the peculiar ch a n g e  sp oken  of, felt  that  

all was well .  N o  o th er  attention  than  

the presence o f  R athunor  was needed .  

T h e  d e v e lo p e d  soul of th e  V esta l  Sarth ia  

would soon  co m e  into control of the brain  

she w as now trying to find exp ress ion  

through.

T h en ,  too, the  organs  o f  the brain that  

S arth ia ’s soul would  naturally  vibrate,  

had never  b e c o m e  active, nor d e v e l ­

oped; they, as it were, w ere  dormant,  

fast asleep , aw ait in g  the  pulsating  v ibra­

tions  o f  th e  spiritual influx to g iv e  them  

life and usefulness.  W h i le  th ose  that
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had b een  so fully d e v e lo p e d  in th e  brain,  

by th e  life o f  th e  Princess,  found no cor­

resp o n d in g  v ibrations  from  th e  soul.

Truly , a s tran ge  c o m m in g l in g  o f  the  

tw o o p p o s in g  forces, and o n e  in w hich  

t im e w as  required to  br ing  about perfect  

adjustm ent.

T h e  H ig h  Priest had c o m m a n d e d  all 

vis itors  to be  e x c lu d e d ,  e x c e p t  R athunor,  

w h o  w as  to h a v e  access  at all t imes, and  

as th e  H ie r o p h a n t ’s word w as that  of  

G od  to them , so, purely  from a rel ig ious  

standpoint ,  th e y  w ere  strictly o b ey ed .  

W h ile  th e  Pr iestess  and o th ers  o f  the  

T e m p le  k n ew  th e  secret  o f  the  P r ies t’s 

strict injunctions, th e y  l ik ew ise  k n e w  that  

n on e  o f  S a r th ia ’s a ssoc ia tes  dared  a p ­

proach, lest  their  p resen ce  w ould  too  

su d d en ly  a w a k e  to con sc iou sn ess  the  

s lu m b er in g  soul, b e fo re  th e  brain had yet
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fully resp on d ed  and v ibrated  to  th e  new  

a n im a t in g  spark o f  life.

R athunor,  m ost  o f  all, o b serv ed  the  

c h a n g e  in th e  Princess; at the  s l igh tes t  

touch  th ere  was a response  w ith in— his  

v ery  presence  struck the  chords  of  

sy m p a th y  that e x is te d  b e tw e e n  them .  

T h is  was, to him, a v ery  u naccountab le  

ch an ge .  In all his  life  a ssoc ia t ion  with  

N u -n a h  th ese  em otion s ,  that now  s e e m e d  

to spring from th e  soul, had n ev er  before  

b een  ex p er ien ced .  H e  was very  m uch  

inclined to attr ibute  it to an abnorm al  

sy m p a th y  aroused  by  her s ick n ess  and  

terrible suffering. Still ,  the  w ords o f  th e  

H ig h  Priest h au n ted  him and the  fee l in g s  

born from within, on th e  n ight o f  th e  

so lem n  R ites  at th e  T e m p le ,  could  not b e  

van ish ed  by a n y  a m o u n t  o f  reason in g ;  

still he  w ould  not a l low  such th o u g h ts  to
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b e  nourished  by th e  s l ig h te s t  h o p e — m uch  

le ss  be  w a tered  by  th e  spirit o f  faith and  

a llow ed  to grow. A lth o u g h  R a th u n or  

w as b rave  in ex te r n a l  pain, and dar ing ly  

c o u ra g eo u s  in acts  of  chivalry, he  w as an  

infant w h en  subject  to d isap p o in tm en t .  

H e r e  w as  th e  ba tt le  o f  se l f  g o in g  on.

“ H a v e  I th e  s trength  and m anly  cour­

a g e  to  b ear  the  d isa p p o in tm en t  born from  

a d e lu s ive  h op e?  N o t  y e t .” S o  he suffered  

and h e e d e d  not the  w h isp er in gs  from  

within, until h e  could  not en d u re  it any  

longer ,  w h en  he  so u g h t  th e  presen ce  of  

th e  H ie r o p h a n t  for a d v ice  and e n l ig h te n ­

m ent.  S ca rce ly  able  to hold  in ch eck  his  

im p at ience  h e  burst forth w ithout  the  

recogn it ion  d ue  th e  superior presen ce  of  

a H ig h  Priest.

“ O, m ost  H o ly  and R e v e r e d  F ather ,  

tell me, am  I w ro n g  in not l is ten ing  to
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the m onit ions  that are racking my inm ost  

being?  M ay I h op e  the  love  that is 

g ro w in g  within m y soul will be  surely  

recogn ized  and reciprocated by N u-nah  

on her return to physical health?  Is this  

love  a vain  delusion on m y part, an im a g i­

nation born from sym path ies  that will 

vanish  as soon  as hea lth  is restored  and  

w e enter  the  whirl o f  the  social world  

again  ? If it is in thy power, O Father,  tell 

m e the  truth. R ep ea t  thy  assuring words  

once  more, and I will be gu id ed  by them  

in th e  future, and never  again  a llow  the  

sh adow  o f  doubt to cross the thresho ld  of  

m y mind.”

“ M y child ,” said the  H ig h  Priest, 

“ once  m ore I assure you  o f  the  lov ing  

response  of  N u -n a h ’s soul and mind, as 

soon as she  is herse lf  again. But, mark  

you well, at the  return of  consciousness,
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be  not rash in any  o f  your w ords  or acts; 

rem em ber ,  her  return to  l ife  is as a n e w ­

born b a b e — weak, tender  and eas i ly  im ­

pressed  by s tro n g er  m inds  and wills  than  

its own. Y ou  are th e  s tron ger  at present,  

and all p a t ien ce  and in d u lg en ce  are  

e x a c te d  from you. L e t  her  im a g in a t io n s  

and fancies  p lay as th e y  will for aw hile ;  

yours m ust be  calm, lov ing ,  sy m p a th e t ic  

and u n w a v er in g  in h o p e  and faith  that  

all will e v e n tu a l ly  be well; and again , I 

assure you  that  not m an y  years  shall pass  

b efo re  you will en ter  th e  path and the  life  

your soul is now lo n g in g  for. Princess  

N u -n a h  will m ore  than  c o m p e n sa te  you  

for all th e  kind a t ten t io n s  you now  b es tow  

upon her in the  gu id ing ,  t e a c h in g  and  

le a d in g  your soul in th e  p aths  to  spiritual  

k n o w le d g e  and th e  spiritual life, while  

still in h ab it in g  the physica l form.
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“ T h e  hu n ger in gs  o f  your soul shall be  

m ore than satisfied by her m in ister ing  

spirit. T h e  interior consc iousness  will 

gradually  dawn upon you both, but to  

N u-n ah  first.” T h en ,  ta k in g .R ath u n or  by  

th e  hand, he continued, '‘ D oub t  no more,  

m y child, have faith in the  Infinite  

W isd o m  that g u id es  and directs the  

strugg ling  soul through the  intricate ways  

of evo lu t ion  up to the  final consciousness

of  Im m ortal Life. G od be with and bless
_ >> you.

R athunor  had no words to  ex p ress  

his gratitude.  But th ey  w ould  h ave  b een  

useless  to  the  H ierophant,  for the n e w ­

born light that sh on e  forth, th ou gh  dimly,  

was m ore to the  Priest than a world o f  

words.

H e  m erely  looked ,  bow ed, and with a  

erven t  pressure o f  the  hand, was g o n e
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from th e  p resen ce  o f  the  H o ly  Priest. A s  

he retraced  his s teps  tow ard  the  h o m e  of  

Princess  N u-nah ,  a h o ly  calm  p ervad ed  

his w h o le  be ing;  his doubts  fled as an  

en em y ;  his e x c i t e m e n t  was transform ed  

into tranquil earnestness;  a sublim e sen se  

of  the rea l it ies  of life filled his brain, and  

a w il l in gn ess  to aw ait  th e  progress  and  

d e v e lo p m en t ,  that  t im e  w ould  bring forth  

and mature, p o sse ssed  him, until he  w as  

so c h a n g e d  that  he  scarce ly  reco g n ized  

him self .

W a s  this  ch a n g e  vo lit iona l?
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THE INITIATION.

D a y s  o f  w eary  w atch ing ,  and to i lso m e  

care that th e  new-born V esta l  would  not  

be m isled  in her  a w a k e n in g  thoughts ,  

w ere  necessary . T h e  b o d y  n eed ed  but  

little care o th er  than the  proper nourish­

m ent  and a ttention  o f  any on e  in usual 

health .  S a r th ia ’s physica l organ ism  had  

not b e c o m e  d ep le te d  by d isease  and  

suffering, and the d isorgan iza t ion  that  

had c o m m e n c e d  w as ch eck ed  by the  

m agica l  a g e n t  that had b een  p laced  over  

it, e v e n  b e fore  Sarth ia  had entire ly  left  it.

T h e  le th argy  was m ore  m enta l than  

physical.  It w as  that sem i-con sc iou sn ess  

that p reced es  s leep , or that o n e  som e-
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t im es  e x p e r ie n c e s  w h en  a w a k e n e d  su d ­

d e n ly  out o f  a deep , profound  slumber.

T h e  Pr iestess  v is ited  her m any  t im es  

th ro u g h o u t  th e  day  w h en  sh e  could spare  

the  t im e  from her duties  in the  T e m p le .  

In th e  course  o f  a few  d ays  Sarth ia  

was ab le  to be assis ted  in short w alks  

about th e  halls and corridors, but took  

little h eed  o f  th ings  about her. D a y  by  

day, the b od y  grew  s tron ger  and a new  

l ight b eg a n  to  daw n in the  e y e s  and sh on e  

upon the  c o u n te n a n c e  of  the  fair y o u n g  

girl.

In the  m ean t im e ,  H e r m o  had b een  

apprised  by the A s tr o lo g e r  Priest of  the  

true relation  e x is t in g  b e tw een  h im se lf  

and Sarth ia .  H is  joy  k n e w  no bounds,  

for ne ith er  h is  heart nor soul had ever  

thril led  with th e  lo v e  of  m other, sister, or 

kindred . It had b een  his m isfortune  to
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be d ep r ived  o f  his parents  b e fo re  his  

y o u n g  m ind and heart  cou ld  be  m o v e d  £>y 

the  ten d er  e m o t io n s  o f  love, but now  it 

n e e d e d  no m ore  than th e  P r ie s t ’s re v e la ­

t ions to k ind le  into f lam ing fires that  

so m e th in g ,  he k n ew  not what, that  had  

b een  sm o ld er in g  in his  b o so m  all his life.

N ow , the  A s tr o lo g e r ’s w ords w ere  

clear and the  cause  of  the s trange  

th o u g h ts  that  w ere  e x c i te d  in his mind  

w as revea led .  O v e r  and o v er  he a sk ed  

him self ,  “ C an I wait  to  s e e  m y b e lo v e d  

sister? ”

H is  im p a t ien ce  b e c a m e  equal w ith  his  

joy, and d ays  that  had b e fore  passed  

as m o m e n ts  now  s e e m e d  as ages .  O n e  

m orning, m uch to the  P r ie s te ss ’ surprise,  

a m e sse n g e r  an n o u n ced  th at  H e r m o  d e ­

sired an in terv iew  w ith  her in th e  waiting-  

room  below . T h e  Pr iestess  d e s c e n d e d
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to w here  H e r m o  was w a it ing  and, w ith  a 

q u est ion in g  lo o k  in her face, c lasped  his  

hand in a firm but a n x iou s  manner,  

inquired, “ Is all well with our y o u n g  

A stro loger ,  H erm o,  this m orning. D o e s  

he bring t id ings  from our revered  F ath er?  

H a s  any  new  tes t im o n y  b een  g iven  by the  

stars that  portends  evil  to our S a r th ia ? ”

H e r m o  stood  in m ute  aston ishm en t.  

“ H o w  could the  Priestess  rece ive  such  

foreb od in gs  from his presence  w hen  his  

w hole  b e in g  was throbbing with pu l­

sations  of  u nbounded  h ap p in ess ,” he  

thought.

“ N ay ,  m y dear Priestess, quite the  

reverse .  H a s  not our w orthy  F'ather 

acquainted  you with my new -found joy, 

m y L o v e — my Sister? K n ow  you not the  

div ine  relation that ex is ts  b e tw een  Sarth ia  

and m yself?  T h e  hours h ave  se e m e d
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days  s ince this k n o w le d g e  was rev ea led  

to m e and I now b e g  to se e  my new sister  

and walk  with her and you rse lf  upon the  

lawn in th e  private  grou n d s  o f  the  

T e m p le .  Can m y request  be granted ,  O  

Priestess  ?”
\

S h e  still reta ined  his hand and, aga in  

press ing  it w arm ly b e tw een  her own, said, 

“ Our brave  and noble  H e r m o  d e serv es  

this b less in g  as a reward for his h on est  

toil a lone  in his s tru gg le  for Truth  and  

K n o w le d g e .  Yes, m y d ear  H e r m o ,  I was  

m ad e aware o f  the  relation  b e tw een  you  

and our new Sarth ia  and h ave  b een  

an x iou s  for this m o m en t  to arrive w hen  

you would  be sent  to escort  Sarth ia  in 

her daily  walks about the  grounds, but I 

caution  you to be guarded  in your words.  

R e m e m b e r  she  is y e t  but an infant and  

must be taught as a child. R em a in  here
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and I will g o  and bring  Sarth ia  th ither  

and we will walk  to g e th e r .”

It was not lo n g  before  the  Priestess,  

Sarth ia  and her a tten d an t  appeared . T h e  

Priestess  was le a d in g  Sarth ia  and as th ey  

approached  H e r m o  placed her hand in 

that o f  his saying, “ Sarthia ,  I p lace you in 

th e  care and protect ion  of your brother  

H e r m o .”

“ H erm o!  H erm o!!  M y brother  H e r ­

m o ? ” said Sarthia .

T o  the  p en etra t in g  e y e s  o f  the  P riest­

ess  and H e r m o  the  l ight  of  con sc iou sn ess  

w as m om etar i iy  seen  and to the  c la irvoy ­

ant v is ion  of  the Priestess  a startling  

scen e  w as beh e ld .  T h e  vibrations o f  soul  

to soul, the  lo v e  th a t  had b een  k ind led  

in H e r m o ’s heart and soul w en t  out with  

such intensity  that it aroused  into a vivid  

activ ity  the  s lum bering  soul of  Sarthia,

Digitized by k j O O Q i e Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



98 W ithin the Tcmhle of Isis.

and the  brain, b e in g  a lready  so finely  

tuned to th e  h igh er  v ibrations  of  the  

Spirit, responded  at once.

T h e  fresh air, the  g r e e n  grass,  the  

beautiful flowers and shrubbery, w ith  the  

inspiring presence  of  H erm o,  were like  

m agic  to quicken the pu lsat ions  o f  b od y  

and mind and bring to her c h e e k  and  

e y e s  the  flush o f  hea lth  and life. N o t  

much of the conversa t ion  w as d irected  to  

Sarthia ,  but w h en  re ference  to th e  stars  

was made, she  instantly  inquired, “ Brother  
H erm o , do  the stars speak  to you, and do  
you k n ew  what th ey  say? Our love ly  
Priestess  here can read them , and how  
much I would love  to sp ea k  with them ,
, 9 9too.

“ I will teach  you how  so m e  day, my  
sister, as soon as you  are able  to c o m ­
m en ce  your s tud ies .”

“ W ill  that be s o o n ? ”
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“ Yes, in a short  tim e; so  soon  as you  

b eco m e  an a t ten d a n t  in T h e  T e m p le  of  

Isis.”

Sarth ia  w as silent, and the  Priestess  

rem ind ed  th em  it was t im e to return,—  

Sarth ia  to her room and H e r m o  to his  

studies,  w hile  the P r ies tess ’ presence  was  

required in th e  T e m p le .

T h e s e  w alks  continued  daily  with  m ost  

satis factory  results  to th e  Priestess  and  

the  H iero p h a n t .  All  fears o f  the  perfect  

h a rm o n iz in g  of  the new soul to the body  

of Sarth ia  were a llayed . T h e  an im atin g  

spark of  life was g r o w in g  s tronger  and  

th e  v ibrations  from soul to b od y  were  

com p le te ;  not with consciousness ,  but  

that involuntary  v ibratory e x c h a n g e  that  

ex is ts  w ith  th e  majority  o f  the p eo p le  

that m a k e  up the  e a r th ’s hum an family.
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A s  on ly  th e  h igh er  portion of  the  brain of  

Sarth ia  had b een  act ive  the soul must  

necessarily  m anifest  itself  through  th ose  

organs. O ften ,  w ere  the  much b e lo v e d  

Priestess,  H e r m o  and S a r th ia ’s a t te n d ­

ants, surprised at her ex p ress io n s  and  

profound questions  on spiritual subjects.

It was nearing  the  t im e w hen Sarth ia  

was to tak e  her in itiatory step  as a V esta l  

in the  T e m p le  of  Isis. In fact, o n ly  one  

m ore day  in tervened  b e fore  the  c ere m o n y  

was to tak e  place. A s  th e  inc idents  re la ­

t ive  to the transfer w ere  know n to all the  

T e m p le  attendants ,  it was lo o k ed  forward  

to with much s ilent rejo ic ing  and grat i­

tude that they  had not been robbed of  

their love ly  V esta l  w ho  a lw ays  w as held  

in sacred e s te e m  by th em  all.

A ll had been notified to prepare for  

the Initiatory serv ice— the music, chants,
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a n d  cere m o n ies  sacred  to th is  occasion ,  

m ust be  in readiness .  T h e  n ight  had ar­

rived; th e  fair G o d d e ss  o f  the  n igh t  sh o n e  

forth in all her radiant sp lendor, s e e m ­

ing ly  conscious, that she  was sh e d d in g  

forth the  m agnet ic  influence n ecessary  for 

th e  sacred  R ites  now  about to be per­

form ed . It had a lm ost  reached  the  Zenith  

w h e n  th e  so lem n  march o f  the Priestesses,  

V esta ls  and a t ten d a n ts  that w ere  to c o n ­

duct Sarth ia  to  th e  H o ly  S a n ctu a ry  of  

th e  T e m p le  started . T h e  Priestess  w a lk ed  

b es id e  Sarth ia .  Sarth ia  was c lo th ed  in 

pure sp otless  linen, her h ead  was bare  

with th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  a w reath  o f  laurel  

l e a v e s  that rested  l ightly  upon her flowing  

hair. In her han d s  she  carried a white-  

bound  v o lu m e  which con ta in ed  the  songs,  

chants, l i tany and reg im e for the V es ta ls  

of  th e  T e m p le .
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Just as th ey  reach ed  th e  door, the  

H ig h  Priest arose,  and s im u lta n e o u s ly  the  

music burst forth in joyfu l strains that  

sp o k e  w e lco m e ,  c o u ra g e  and lo v e  to th e  

heart o f  Sarth ia .  W h e n  th e y  r e a ch ed  the  

foot  o f  the  altar, w h e re  s to o d  th e  H i e r o ­

phant, S arth ia  k n e lt  upon a v e lv e t  cu sh io n  

at his  feet .  T h e  m usic  c ea sed  w h i le  the  

H ig h  Priest s tood  w ith  uplifted  han d s  in 

s ilent  prayer. A t  a s ignal,  th e  choir  b e ­

g an  ch a n t in g  th e  L itany .  S arth ia  w a s  

b id d en  to rise, w h en  th e  Priest, in m e a s ­

ured and so le m n  tones ,  a d d ressed  her:

“ .Do you c o m e  to p le d g e  y o u rse lf  to  

T e m p le  S erv ice?  Is it your  des ire  to b e ­

c o m e  a V esta l  o f  Isis? D o  you  ta k e  th e  

p le d g e  o f  ce l ib acy  to the  virgin R ites  o f  

the  T e m p le ;  your  tim e, e n e r g y  and pur­

p o se  to be d e v o te d  to the  d u t ie s  th at  d e ­

v o lv e  upon  a V e s t a l ? ”
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T h e  low, c lear vo ice  o f  Sarth ia  was  

heard th r o u g h o u t  th e  S an ctu ary  as she  

b ow ed  and a n sw ered  in assent.

41 S o  be it, m y h o ly  virgin. I now  c o m ­

mit your soul to  the  G uardian  A n g e ls  of  

this Sacred  Sanctuary  to gu ide, guard and  

protect  your b u d d in g  soul to perfect  

a t-on e-m en t  with its d iv ine  center,  that  

you  m ay  inherit  im m orta l life w hile  yet  

with us. A m e n ! ”

Sarth ia  o p e n e d  the  b o o k  within her  
h an d s  and, k iss in g  its p a g es  which she  
had a lread y  subscribed to, h a n d ed  it to  
the  H ig h  Priest. H e  to o k  it, and held  it 
in his left, while  he p laced  his r ight hand  
upon her head , and said:

“ I b i d  th ee  w elcom e, m y V esta l  S a r ­
thia, and co m m e n d  thy soul to  th e  G o d s  
above ,  that ever  k eep  w atch  o ’er the  
children o f  earth. G o d  b less  thee .  A m en !  
A m e n ! ”
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T h e n ,  as if th ey  w ere  vo ic in g  th e  w ords  

' of the  H ierop h an t ,  the  chants  grew  louder,  

the music poured forth in gran d er  tones  

as th o u g h  to join the  invisible  hosts  ab ove  

in praise to G od  m ost  high.

T h e  c e r e m o n y  w as  over  and Sarthia  

was conducted  back to her cham ber, a 

V esta l of  T h e  T e m p le  of  Isis. T h e  occult  

pow ers  that had been  e v o k e d  in b eh a lf  

of Sarth ia  soon  b eca m e  m anifest  in her  

daily  life. T h e  zeal and zest  with w hich  

she  pursued her stud ies  and the under­

s tan d in g  o f  their  interior m ean in gs  w ere  

sufficient ev id e n c e  of her te a c h e r ’s in­

spiring influence. S h e  w as soon  p laced  

under her brother  H e r m o ’s instruction in 

astronom ica l  and astro log ica l  lore, and 

here a lso  d isp layed  a proficiency in learn ­

ing that surprised H e r m o  and d e l ig h te d  

the  A s tr o lo g e r  Priests. A t  T e m p le  Serv-
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ice sh e  w as all d e v o t io n  and, as an A t te n d ­

ant, ev e r  true and faithful. T h e  brother  

and sister b e c a m e  d e v o te d ly  a t ta ch ed  to  

each  o th er  and th e  P r ies tess  o f ten  o b ­

served  this a t tach m en t ,  w hich  sen t  a p an g  

through  her heart, lest such joy  and  

h appiness  m igh t  not be  g ra n ted  H e r m o  

for th e  rem aind er  of  his  life. T h e n  in­

stantly  would  sh e  offer a s i lent  prayer  

that such suprem e h app iness  would  be  

theirs  th ro u g h o u t  eternity .
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THE PRINCESS’ WEDDING.

T h e  Princess’ recovery  was very  slow,  

ow in g  to the  great  d ep le t ion  o f  th e  

physical b od y  during her  recent illness.  

M uch care and a tten t ion  were b es to w ed  

upon her by her royal friends. A ll  the  

luxury which w ealth  a lone  could procure, 

and the k indly  influences o f  lov in g  a s so ­

ciates  w ere brought to bear to sp eed ily  

hasten  the restoration o f  their  Princess  

to her form er hea lth  and spirits. H e a lth  

was s low ly  but surely  g a in in g  the as­

cendency ,  but the spirits of heart and mind  

were not of that buoyant, ex terna l  nature  

that sh e  form erly  d isp layed .

W ith  her return to health , d em a n d s  of
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a socia l  nature w ere  m ad e  upon her. S h e  

en jo y ed  p leasu res  but a ser iou sn ess  a t ­

ten d ed  her e v e r y  m o v e m e n t  that much  

a n n o y ed  her friends. T h e  a tten d ants  

and servants  w ere  e x c i te d  to w on d er  at 

her kind and th ou gh tfu l  in terests  o f  them  

— w hile  m any  th o u g h t  it w as d ue  to her  

w eak  physical condition , o th ers  rem arked,  

how  m uch the  P r in cess ’ s ick n ess  had im ­

proved her. T h o s e  that  before  feared  

her, now  b egan  to love  and seek  to p lease  

and serve  her.

R athu n or  w as a daily  visitor, and re­

m em b er in g  the  ad v ice  and instructions  

of  the  H ie r o p h a n t  he w as calm, silent,  

and patient in his a t ten t ion s  to her and  

apparently  to o k  no h eed  o f  her fancies  and  

s tran ge  con versa t ion .  S h e  would c o n ­

stantly  plan a m u se m e n ts  and social e n ­

terta in m en ts  on a grand  scale, but with
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such a ser iousness  o f  purpose that it quite  

a n n o y e d  R a th u n o r  at t im es  and caused  

him to w ond er  if this  was really  his former  

N u-nah .

W h i le  the a n n o y a n c e  cam e purely  

from th e  ex tern a l ,  th ere  was an interior  

attraction that was, irresistibly, h o ld in g  

him spell-bound to her side. H is  h app i­

ness now was g rea te s t  w hen  th ey  sat, rode  

or w alked  in s ilence. L itt le  did he dream ,  

while  in that s i lence  which so  enraptured  

him, the  soul of  N u -n a h  was b len d in g  and  

d raw in g  the  e lectric  l i fe -essen ce  from his  

ow n to hers. T h a t  in terch an ge  was  

g o in g  on w herein  there  is no robbery, but  

an in ter-b lending  of  the  m a g n et ic  and  

electric  l i fe-forces  that cause  to spring  

into activity  the  h arm on iou s  v ibrations o f  

a co m p le te  w hole ,  and the  reaction  upon  

both brain and the  physical organ ism
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was health , co n ten tm en t  and happiness  

that rises a b o v e  all ex tern a l  cares, sorrows  

and discords.

A lth o u g h  the soul o f  the, now  known,  

Princess was h igh ly  d e v e lo p e d  it could  

find but few resp on s ive  e c h o e s  from  

the d o rm a n t  spiritual organ s  o f  th e  brain. 

T h e s e  sh e  must arouse  to sen s i t iv en ess  

and action . It w as this that  g a v e  rise to  

the  peculiar  ideas, ex p ressed  in her co n ­

versation , that so  mystif ied  her friends.  

Visitors  soon b eg a n  to pour in upon her  

congratu lat ions ,  presents  and invitations  

to on ce  again  en ter  the  g i ld ed  sa lons  of  

fashion  and the  round o f  a m u se m en ts  that  

are th e  da ily  life o f  a favorite  Princess. 

T o  all sh e  g a v e  a m odest ,  quiet  reply, 

neither  a ccep t in g  nor rejecting  their  a t ­

tentions, which left  th em  in w o n d er in g  

doubt at t im es  of  her sanity.
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In th e  m idst o f  so m e  grand occasion  

she  would be su d d en ly  m issed  and on  

b ein g  so u g h t  out would  be found c o n ­

cea led  in so m e  p leasant  nook, or ev en  

out in the  open  air, or b es id e  an open  

window, absorbed  in m ed ita t ion  or g a z in g  

into th e  h eaven s .  W h e n  her a ttention  

was attracted  sh e  w ould  start and, w ith  a 

strange, far-away look  in her e y e s  that  

would ind icate  to a superficial observer  

sh e  had been  asleep , would a llow  herself  

to be led back and en ter  the  fest iv it ies  of  

the hour.

W ith  all their  efforts th e y  could  not  

en th u se  her with th e  e x c i te m e n t  and  

m errim ent surrounding  her. But, if any  

one  should  b e c o m e  serious  and ex p ress  

th o u g h ts  that a p p ea led  to the  interior,  

sh e  was all a tten t ion  and the q uestions  that  

w ere  so  ready  w h en  such an opportun ity
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afforded sh o w ed  plainly  that, a lth ou gh  

present in body , th e  soul and in terests  

w ere  in o th er  rea lm s and sp h eres  than  

this.

N o  one  but R athu n or  could  hold  her  

attention  for any  len g th  of  t ime. W ith  

him sh e  w as an im ated ,  and ch arm in g ly  

beautifu l and joyou s  and would , w ith  

so m e  en thusiasm , en ter  into th e  p le a sa n ­

tries of  the  hour  which  b rou gh t  to her  

face the  charm ing  attraction  of natural  

beauty .  Behind  th o se  orbs o f  v is ion  

there  s e e m e d  to sh ine  forth a l ight  that  

was m ore radiant than th e  g o r g e o u s ly  

brilliant i l lum inations  o f  the  salons. H e r  

beautifu l face, her  perfect  form  and  

bearing, m ad e  her the  cen ter  o f  a ttrac­

tion and sh e  was much so u g h t  after. But, 

as soon  as sh e  was induced  to leave  

R a th u n o r ’s side, that which m a d e  her
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presen ce  so irresistibly a t tra c t iv e  and  

radiant before ,  faded  out.

T h u s  t im e passed  on, and as health  

returned, Prince R athu n or  pressed  his

suit. T h e r e  was now, no apparent reason
‘

why he could not claim his prom ised  bride  

and m a k e  the  Princess N u-n ah  his own. 

IIis m ore earnest  fr iends cautioned  him  

to wait further d e v e lo p m e n ts  and, in an 

undertone,  rem ind ed  him of the peculiar  

and unnatural bear ing  of  the  Princess  

at t im es. T h e y  were sure, in time, their  

once  love ly  Princess would  be herself  

again . R athu n or  l istened , k n o w in g  their  

kind ly  interest  sprang from g o o d  m otives ,  

but he was s i len t— he could  not speak  

for none would understand . T h e  y e a r n ­

ings o f  his heart and soul would not be  

quelled by any outward show.

W h i le  to the world N u-n ah  was a
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source o f  m ystical wonder, to R athunor

she  w as his s tay  and com fort .  H e  n eed ed

no further e v id e n c e  and assurance  of  
N u -n a h ’s lo v e  for him. T o o  o ften  had

he e x p e r ie n c e d  the  resp on se  from within  

to her  s i lent  p lead in gs  for light, truth  

and w isdom . T h e  attraction  o f  the  

outer  world  was lo s in g  its fascination  

for him, th e  lo n g in g s  from within grew  

s tronger  and m ore c la m o ro u s  for o u t ­

ward ex p ress io n  until, o n e  day, he  a d ­

v a n ced  th e  subject  of  a s tro logy  to the  

Princess N u-nah . F o r  an instant, her  

w h o le  b e in g  was i l lum inated  by that m ys­

terious l ig h t— for a s in g le  m o m en t  the  soul  

arose  to the  su prem acy  of  the  brain and  

found a faint g l im m e r in g  ex p ress io n  that  

was vis ib le  to R a th u n or’s ever-w atchfu l  

eye.

“ A stro lo g y ,  my R athunor, fasc inates
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m e with its nam e and the  w onders  and  

m yster ies  it is said to reveal.  D o  you  

think those  A stro lo g er  Priests o f  the  

T e m p le  know  w hereo f  th ey  speak, and do  

th ey  read the stars and gain  from them  

the  w isdom  they  are said to p o s s e s s ? ”

H e r e  was the first opportunity  to pre­

sent th ese  sacred subjects to N u -n a h ’s 

mind. H e  tried to think and, fee l in g  that  

the present e x c i te m e n t  o f  the  brain’s 

higher  organs, was of  a tem porary  nature,  

he was really at a loss what to say that  

would be m ost effective  and im press itself  

indelibly  upon her a w a k e n in g  brain.

“ Yes. my dear N u-nah, I b e l iev e  th ey  

do possess  the k n o w le d g e  th ey  claim  

and, I also am con v in ced  that much  

of that w isdom  and k n o w le d g e  is 

ga in ed  through  their un d erstan d ing  the  

law s of  astro logy .  T h o s e  celestia l b od ies
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in our h e a v e n s  w ere  not  placed th ere  by  

our D iv in e  C reator  w ithout  a purpose. I 

b e l ie v e  th ey  h a v e  an influence upon us 

th at  can be learned, defined and utilized  

by th o se  w h o  study  and k n ow  this influ­

en ce  th rou gh  as tro n o m y  and astrology.  

N u -n a h  w hat  is that  which produces  the  

interior lo n g in g s  to k now ? Is it not that  

there  is s o m e th in g  to k n o w — so m e th in g  

that  our c o m m o n  brains can not grasp  

and ana lyze?  D o  you  not th ink  that  

silent,  y e t  persistent,  m on itor  w hich  lies  

c o n c e a le d  s o m e w h e r e  w ith in  our b e in g  is 

e x c i te d  to  act ion  from so m e  source  o ther  

than our outw ard  se lves ,  and that lo n g in g  

to g o  out m ust  be accou n ted  for by a 

so m e th in g  w ithout  that  calls  and attracts  

us to  it? M a y  this  not be the  stars that  

w e se e  tw in k lin g  and m o t io n in g  to us as  

w e g a z e  into the  m id n igh t  h eaven s?"
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H e  stopped , w o n d er in g  w hat  th e  effect  

of his words w ould  be, when, to his a m a z e ­

ment, there  appeared  a m ore  v iv id  c o n ­

sc iousness  in her e y e s  and features  than  

he had e v e r  seen  since her return to p h y s ­

ical hea lth  and, ta k in g  new  h o p e  from  

this m anifestat ion ,  he continued , “ D o  you  

love  the  social world longer?  Is there  

not that longing, too, w ithin  your  b osom  

for s o m e th in g  m ore real, m ore en n o b lin g  

than the  p ast im es  of  w orld ly  p le a su r e s? ”

A t the m ention  of the w orld ly  things,  
the l ight from her e y e s  d ied  out and was  
gon e .  R athunor said  no m ore  but s i len t ly  
th an ked  G od  that he had for th o se  few  
m o m en ts  ass is ted  the soul o f  N u -n a h  to  
vibrate, too; and had set  in m otion  th e  
vita l iz ing  currents to the  spiritual portion  
of the brain and earn es t ly  prayed  that  
this m ight be the b e g in n in g  o f  m an y  o p ­
portunit ies  that w ere  to follow.
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R ea liz in g  that on ly  he could arouse  

the  dorm ant organs  of her spiritual brain, 

he b e ca m e  m ore an x io u s  than ev er  to  

h a v e  her con stant ly  in his com pany. H e  

again  pressed his suit and the  day  for the  

w e d d in g  nuptials  w as to be at once  sub­

m itted  to the  A stro loger .

R athunor  again  so u g h t  the  A stro lo g er  

Priest for advice .  H e  w ished  to k now  

w hen the stars would point m ost favor­

ably toward such a m o m en to u s  event .  

T his ,  the A str o lo g e r  was not lo n g  in find­

ing out and soon  co n v e y e d  the news to  

R athunor  that at an early  date  such  

m igh t  b e  co n su m m a ted .  A s the  Prince  

arose to g o  the Priest took  his hand and  

said, “ M y child, in tak in g  the Princess  

N u -n a h  as your wife, you obey  the  holy  

in tuitions of  the soul and not only  will 

you be united  in soul but in b od y  and
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mind. I wish you the  eternal bliss that  

a tten d s  all w h o  are truly m ated .  F a r e ­

well, m y child; m y b less in gs  g o  with you .”

R athunor  w as too  m uch absorbed in 

oth er  th in gs  to understand  th e  m ysterious  

w ords o f  the Priest, but n o tw iths tan d in g  

this the  seed  had been  a g a in  sow n that  

would so m e t im e  spring up u n announced  

and u n ex p ec ted .

T h e  a n n o u n c em en t  of the w e d d in g  

w as so o n  m ad e  and inv itat ions  sent out, 

far and near. C on gra tu la t ion s  poured in 

from e v e r y  source, a l th o u g h  so m e  w ould  

h ave  refused, had th ey  b een  t r u e ’to their  

ow n sentim ents ,  for the  rem arkable  and  

unaccountab le  ch a n g e  which  had taken  

place during  her terrible m a la d y  w as  too  

e v id e n t  to be a l to g e th e r  right and should  

be r ighted  b efore  th e  Prince should  m ak e  

the Princess his wife.
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R a th u n or  w as satisfied, n ev er  fo r g e t ­

t in g  the  H ie r o p h a n t ’s sacred  words, and  

n on e  o th er  n eed  be consu lted .  In their  

s ilent  hearts  th e y  w ished  th e  w ed d in g  

m igh t  be private and the  ho ly  ce r e m o n y  

of th e  T e m p le  be p erform ed  by the  H ig h  

Priest. T h is ,  o f  course, could  not be  ow in g  

to  th e  s tat ion  and posit ion  th ey  occupied  

in life, for the  l ives  o f  a Princess  and Prince  

are not w h o l ly  their  own, so  to th e  public  

th e y  m ust b ow  and pay obe isance .

P reparations  for the  w e d d in g  c o m ­

m en ced  at once , for it was to be a grand  

affair. N o t h in g  w as  to be spared  that  

would  add b ea u ty  and gran d eu r  to the  

occasion .  E x tr a v a g a n t  ex p en d itu res  w ere  

indu lged  in, until m o n e y  s e e m e d  at a loss  

to  supply  m ore. T h e  trousseau  was e x ­

quis ite ly  m agn if icen t  and, on th e  w e d d in g  

night, th e  b e a m in g  radiance of  the  counte-
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nance  of  the  Princess was ne ither  d im m ed  

by the  rich silks, nor the rare, pr ice less  

laces  and lov e ly  jew els  that g l i t tered  and  

sparkled  with th e  living spark of  life  

within them, that adorned  her form.

N e v e r  a bride so fair; n ever  a couple  

so happy. It was that quiet, subtle  h a p p i­

ness, which p erm ea tes  the  very  a tm o s ­

phere  about them  and leaves  its traces  

in ev ery  susceptib le  heart  that  b rea th es  it.
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THE RETIREMENT.

A fter  the w e d d in g  th e  Prince and  

Princess were, from necess ity ,  drawn  

w ithin  the  whirl o f  social p leasures  with  

a tten t ion s  in the  w a y  o f  en terta in m en ts ,  

court suppers, balls, d raw in g-room  recep ­

tions, etc. T h e  interior lo n g in g s  w ere  

co m p elled  to creep  into th e  b ack grou n d  

until the  ex tern a l  was gratif ied  to e x h a u s ­

tion. T h e  P rincess’ ser iou sn ess  departed  

for a t im e and th e y  w ere  very  happy in 

th e  round o f  p leasures  that  w ere  p lanned  

for them . But as t im e sped  on th ey  b e ­

gan  to grow  w eary  of  th e  show, pom p and  

sh a llow n ess  o f  ex tern a l  life. T h e  se e d s  

th at  had b een  sow n in R a th u n o r ’s heart
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and brain, and that which he had aroused  

in N u -n a h ’s s lum bering, spiritual organs  

of her brain, had taken  root and now  b e ­

gan  to spring forth into activity, first as  

w eariness  o f  the  superficial p leasures  of  

society, then  a desire  to gradually  w ith ­

draw from this life into a m ore quiet and  

secluded  one, w h e r e  th ey  m ight listen to  

the inner vo ices  and ga in  pleasure, as well  

as k n ow led ge ,  from this source.

T h e  Prince an x iou s ly  aw aited  an oth er  

opportunity  for sp eak in g  to Princess N u-  

nah on spiritual subjects. T h e  H ie r o ­

phant had g iven  him to understand that  

at no d istant day  N u-n ah  would b eco m e  

in terested  in spiritual th ings  and be his  

teacher. H e  had not b een  m ad e  aware  

of the transfer— that was to be revea led  

to him by N u-n ah  herself .  H e  had begun  

to w onder  how  and w here  N u -n a h ’s spirit-
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ual a w a k e n in g  w ould  ta k e  p lace  w h en  an 

opportunity  p resen ted  itse lf  in a m ost  

u n e x p e c te d  m anner.

O n e  lov e ly  e v e n in g  th ey  w ere  tak ing  

a stroll about the grou n d s  of  the ir  castle,  

w hen  the  full M oon  arose  in a flood of  

light, it rose h igher,  fuller, until th e  w hole  

world s e e m e d  bathed  in her m agica l  

b eau ty  and in order to lon ger  en joy  her  

l ight and m a g n e t ic  influence the  Prince  

su g g e s te d  a lo n g e r  walk . U n con sc iou s ly  

th ey  ch ose  the  path that led them  tow ards  

the T e m p le ,  which was on ly  a short d is ­

tance from their  h om e. A s  th ey  neared  

the  T e m p le  d istant strains of  music a t ­

tracted their  a tten t ion .  T h e y  l istened,  

and it s e e m e d  to speak  in the p la intive  

ton es  of a h u n g er in g  soul; th ey  h astened  

their  s teps  until th ey  had quite reached  

th e  pr ivate  grou n d s  of  the  T e m p le  o f  Isis.
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N u-n ah  w as in a d v a n ce  of  R athunor,  

b ein g  irresistibly draw n by so m e  invisible  

power, w hen  sh e  su d d en ly  s top p ed  and  

c lasp ing  his arm, as within a vice, cried  

out, “ M y R athunor,  do  you  hear  that  

music; w hat is it? I h ave  heard it before ,  

but where, O, w here?  H o w  ca m e I to  

k now  the  chants  and m usic o f  the  T e m p le  

S e r v ic e ? ”

T h e y  w ere  held  spell-bound to the  

spot, w hen  the  Prince was warned, by  the  

trem bling  and th e  gradual lo o se n in g  of  

N u -n a h ’s hand upon his arm, to quit the  

spot at once. T h e  Prince p laced his arm  

about her waist to support h er  as he urged  

their  return hom e, but sh e  s tood  im m o v ­

able apparently  cha ined  by th e  m agical  

power o f  so m e  invisible  force.

S tro n g er  grew  the  m ystical power  

of the spell until the Princess s e e m e d
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com pelled  to rush m adly  on and into  

the T em p le ,  if the Prince had not held  

her back in a firm grasp, and at the  

sam e t im e trying to attract her a tten t ion  

by h is words. “ C om e,  my darling, le t  us 

retrace our steps  and as we walk I will 

tell you all I know  about what you h ave  

heard .”

“ O, my R athunor, speak  to m e quickly  

b efore  I h ave  t im e to forget.  I can not  

rem em b er  this long, ye t  it as a recurrence  

of a vivid dream . T e l l  m e w hile  I am  

aw ake, w here  I h a v e  been . I saw, and  

felt, and k n ow  I w as th ere— there  in the  

Sacred  S anctuary  of  that T e m p le .  O, 

that I m igh t  g o  again  and rem ain  there  

forever  to listen to that en ch a n t in g  music  

and the so lem n  h ea v en ly  vo ices  o f  that  

choir.”

A  quiver ran through her w hole  frame
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and with a m ournful cry sh e  fell fa in t ing  

in th e  arms o f  R athunor. H e r e  his innate  

born cou rage  and bravery  susta ined  him,  

and instantly  there  flashed into his mind  

the  w ords he had once  heard th e  H ig h  

Priest use w hile  pass ing  his hands  over  an  

insensib le  form. So, g e n t ly  lay ing  her  

inanim ate  b od y  upon the  grass, he  re­

p ea ted  in slow, but firm and co m m a n d in g  

to n es  th ese  words:

“ Return, O soul, to thy  physica l body.  

Return, I com m an d  thee, and rean im ate  

this l i fe less  t e n e m e n t  o f  your soul. C om e,  

com e, I c o m m a n d  thee, c o m e .”

S carce ly  had the  last w ords b een  ut­

tered  w hen  a m o v e m e n t  of  the  hands  and  

l im bs announced  to R athunor the  return  

of life. S h e  was soon able to rise and,  

b e in g  supported  by the Prince, th ey  slow ly  

w e n d e d  the ir  w ay  back to the  castle . S h e
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w alked  as in a dream , but as her s tep  was  

s ta te ly  and firm, the  Prince did not b e ­

c o m e  a larm ed  until he  had her safe  in her  

room, w hen  the e x te n t  of  the  occurrence  

d aw ned  upon him and then  he hurriedly  

called her maid and sen t  at once  to d is ­

patch a servant  for their  physician. Nu-  

nah had b e c o m e  quite  h erse lf  be fore  the  

D o c to r  c a m e  and after  he had ad m in is ­

tered a little pall iative, w ithdrew  saying,  

‘‘T h e  Princess  will soon  be well. It was  

only  the  result of  fat igue induced  by the  

constant  e x c i t e m e n t  of  social p leasures .” 

T h e  Prince w as s i lent  and, s e e in g  the  

Princess  w as so com fortab le ,  he retired to  

his own apartm ents  with strict injunctions,  

he should  be notified at once  if any  s y m p ­

to m s  o f  th e  prostration should  appear.  

W h e n  once  within his private  cham ber he  

threw  h im se lf  dow n in a chair  and fell
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into a profound study. O v er  and over  he  

rev iew ed  the incidents  of  the  even ing .  

“ W h a t  was there  in that music that so  

en ch an ted  N u-n ah ?  W h a t  did sh e  see  

and hear that revived  a faint m em o ry  of  

so m e th in g  in the  past? W h a t  m agical  

force was it that drew  her so irresistibly  

toward the T e m p le  ? W h a t  produced that  

quiver which p receded  her fall ing insensi­

ble into his a r m s ? ’’

H e  was half  inclined to b lam e the  

Priests  for it all, for he k n ew  so m e th in g  

of  the power of  m agic  and its p sych o log ic  

effect. T h e  m ore he reasoned  the farther  

he w and ered  from a solution . N o w  he  

m used, “ If that had been  the beautiful  

Vestal,  Sart.hia, I could understand w hy  

she  would be so pow erfu lly  attracted  to  

the T e m p le ,  but N u-nah , w ho had never  

entered  the  H o ly  Sanctuary  e x c e p t  for
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th ose  sacred R ites  that  are adm in istered  

to all w ho are supposed  to be  bordering  

on the  land of  the  spiritual world; only  

th ose  two nights, to his k n ow led ge ,  had  

she ever  b een  in the  Sacred  Sanctuary;  

there  was so m e th in g  in th ose  cerem on ies  

that he had not as yet  understood; there  

must h ave  been  so m e  mystical,  m agical  

power em p lo y ed  to restore the frail, feeble ,  

unconsc ious N u-nah  to life and health  

and, to h im .”

H e  th o u g h t  and reason ed  until his  

brain was on fire, and still no solution  of  

the m ystery  w as presented  to his u n d er ­

standing.

“ W e l l ,” he at last exc la im ed ,  so  loud  

that he startled h im self ,  “ I will h ave  to  

accept  it as a m ystery  and patiently  wait  

t im e ’s own pleasure for the  e x p la n a t io n .” 

H e  b egan  to prepare for retiring, but
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he could not calm h im se lf— a rest less­

ness took  possess ion  of him that he could  

not quell; he  w alked  the floor, tried to 

read, and resorted  to m any w ays  to re­

store his tranquillity, but all in vain.

“ I m ust s e e  m y N u-n ah  o n ce  m ore b e ­

fore I can s le e p ,” and, hurriedly  readjust­

ing the c lo th in g  he had rem oved ,  he  

repaired to th e  Princess’ private  room.  

A g e n t le  knock  b rou gh t  the  a tten d ant  to  

the  door.

“ Is the Princess  quiet and s leep in g ,” 

he inquired in a whisper.

" N o ,” an sw ered  the  servant.  “ S h e  is 

a w a k e  and fee l in g  well, and just now re­

m arked, that if she  th o u g h t  you were not  

s le e p in g  she  would  h ave  you called  for 

she  had s o m e th in g  she  w ished  to tell 

y o u .”

H is  presence  was at once  m ad e  know n
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to the  Princess, and, with a low cry of d e ­

light, sh e  called him to her s ide. A  signal  

sent  the a tten d an t  from the room, w h en  

the Princess began , “ M y R athunor, my  

b e lo v e d  husband, I am so g lad  you cam e.  

I h ave  so m e th in g  to tell you that I m ight  

forget  before  morning. T o  night, when  

we cam e within the  sound o f  th e  music in 

the  T em p le ,  I felt as if I left  my b o d y  and  

you, and by so m e  unknow n pow er was  

drawn into the  Sacred Sanctuary. I saw  

the H ig h  Priest, the  love ly  M other  Priest­

ess, the Vestals ,  the choir and musicians,  

all earnest ly  e n g a g e d  in so m e  holy  c e r e ­

m ony. T h e  music, the  h e a v e n ly  spiritual 

influence o f  the a tm osphere ,  the exqu is ite  

fragrance of incense  and perfum es, with  

the  purity reflected by the V esta l  a t te n d ­

ants, so enraptured and enthralled  m e  

that th e  th o u g h t  that I would ever  h ave
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to le a v e  its sacred boundar ies  caused  me  

to lose  consc iousness  and, w hen  I aw oke ,  

you w ere  b en d in g  over  m e .”

S e e in g  a s trange  look  in R a th u n or’s 

e y es  and in terp retin g  it to m ean jealousy,  

she  continued , “ but that was not all, my  

Rathunor; you  w ere there, too, for awhile .  

I tried to k eep  you, but could not— s o m e ­

th ing  drew you aw ay  from me and I, for 

an instant, suffered the  sa m e  pan gs  that  

are torturing your heart now. I th ou gh t  

you would rather go  than stay, and a fe e l ­

ing of jea lousy  entered  my heart, but the  

s trange  fascination of  the  p lace was m ore  

to m e at that instant than you, m y R a th ­

unor, so I lo n g ed  to s tay  but could  not. I 

h a v e  b een  try ing  to th ink  w hat it all 

m eans. You must help  m e for a lready  I 

feel the m em ory  of the ev e n t  passing  

aw ay .”
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S h e  ceased  speak ing ,  and in a few  

m o m en ts  was fast as leep . T h e  Prince  

kissed  the  hand he  held, then  g e n t ly  laid  

it by her s ide  and quietly  left the  room  

fully consc ious  that th e  m ystery  had been  

partially  revea led ,  and that now the  

Princess w ould  s leep  for the  rest of  the  

night. A f te r  returning to his room s he  

again  flung h im se lf  into an easy  chair d e ­

term ined  to ser iously  th ink and arrive, 

that night, at so m e  im m ed ia te  s teps  to

ta k e  his N u-n ah  from the  e x c i te m e n t  she  
had b een  subjected  to for so long, so  
that a recurrence of th e  sad e v e n t  m ight  
not be  repeated .  B efore  an oth er  Sun  
arose  the Prince had d ec id ed  upon his 
future course. “ I will take  N u-n ah  away,  
ostensib ly  on a lo n g  tour of  the country  
for pleasure. A ye ,  for pleasure, but not  
th e  kind w e h ave  subm itted  to s ince our  
marriage,-”
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T h e  n e x t  m orning, as soon  as the  

Princess could see  him, he requested  her  

presence at once. H e  m et her at the  

d oor  and with a lov in g  inquiry as to  her  

health , led her to an ea sy  chair  b es id e  the  

op en  w in d ow  w h ere  th e  rays o f  th e  m o rn ­

ing  Sun could  fall upon her as th e y  p e n e ­

trated  th e  d e l ica te  lace w hich  h u n g  at the  

window. D r a w in g  a chair to her s ide  he  

b eg a n  to  unfo ld  his plans, at the  sam e  

t im e w atch in g  ev ery  m otion  and e x p r e s ­

sion of  the  face to see  w hat  effect  they  

would h ave  upon her. S h e  did not b e ­

tray her th o u g h ts  until he said  his object  

was not so  much for travel as to  retire to  

so m e  quiet, p leasant  nook, w here  th ey  

could be e x c lu d e d  from the world, and  

th o se  th ey  knew , for awhile ,  and instead  

of  sp en d in g  their  t im e in the  superficial  

pleasures  o f  the  world they  could en joy
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each  o th e r ’s soc ie ty  and learn so m e th in g  

about th e  invisible m yster ies  that sur­

rounded  them .

W h e n  the  m o t iv es  o f  his p lans were  

m entioned  a preceptib le  ch a n g e  flashed  

across  her c o u n ten a n ce  and a l ight a p ­

peared  in her e y e s  that he had not s een  

for so m e  t im e and, by the  t im e he had  

finished, her w h o le  face w as b e a m in g  with  

an inward de ligh t ,  that urged  the  Prince  

to further revea l the  plans that he had  

laid during  his m id n ig h t  reason ings .  T h e  

Princess raised not a s in g le  ex c e p t io n  to  

his sc h e m e s  but, on the  contrary, en tered  

into th em  with a zest  that  surprised e v e n  

the  Prince.

“ O, to be  a lone, R athunor,  w h ere  we  

could th ink and study  that w hich  w e  

ch o o se  has b e e n  the  lo n g in g  o f  m y very  

soul th ese  m an y  w eek s;  can not we g o  at
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once, to-day if possible.” She felt she 
could not wait the necessary time for the 
preparations to be made.

There was a duty toward their friends 
that must be fulfilled. The devoted at­
tentions that had been showered upon 
them for so long must not be ignored. So, 
it was decided to give a farewell recep­
tion, before taking their departure for an 
indefinite stay in strange lands.

Accordingly invitations were issued to 
a grand state occasion, when the Prince 
and Princess would bid their friends and 
associates Farewell. Ah! farewell. Little 
did those who were of that brilliant as­
sembly dream, as they clasped the hands 
of the Princess and Prince in cordial and 
sincere good-by, that it was indeed a 
Farewell to all. Neither did they con­
ceive for a moment what those Farewells
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meant to the Princess and Prince. It was 
hard for them to conceal their happiness 
as every minute of time brought their de­
parture nearer, and what their guests took 
for the happiness of their presence, was 
really induced by the thoughts of the 
future.

They were soon off and we can only 
follow them in thought for a time. Let 
those thoughts be kind, for, knowing 
thoughts are potent, send them out lov- 
ingl}~ toward the awakening mind of 
Princess Nu-nah.
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CHAPTER XII.
THE RETURN TO A NEW LIFE.

Several years have elapsed since we 
bade our Prince and Princess farewell. 
Only at long intervals had they communi­
cated with their friends. The outer world 
had almost forgotten them, but not so with 
the Hierophant and the Priestess of the 
Temple. Daily, had their prayers gone 
in behalf of their souls’ welfare. Al­
though not in communication with them 
in body they were in spirit, and from this 
source they knew all was well. The High 
Priest, in his astral visits, could see the 
growing power of the soul over the slowly- 
evolving brain of the Princess, and with 
the electric soul-force, the great nourisher
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and renewer of life, though unconscious 
to him, the rounding out was fast nearing 
completion of the soul’s mastery over the 
brain and body of Nu-nah.

They had settled in distant lands, 
near a little country village that lay just 
at the foot of the mountains. It was 
made up of the simple peasantry, where 
life was free from cant, suspicions, criti­
cism and morbid curiosity. Here they 
could live and follow the bent of their 
minds, undisturbed and unobserved if 
they so wished. They kept their identity 
unknown yet the villagers knew from the 
Princess’ delicate bea,uty of form and 
features she belonged to some noble 
family and station in life, but her kind, 
thoughtful bearing towards them won 
their love and esteem at once, and equally 
did they esteem the Prince for he was
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ever lavish with his money and attention 
to those who appealed to him for assist­
ance. The mountains soon became their 
favorite resort. Long walks were taken 
daily, and rests made in the quiet nooks 
on the mountain side. One place par­
ticularly, became a very dear retreat to 
them, for never did they stop there but 
that some inspirations were born. It was 
here that Nu-nah took her first lesson 
from Rathunor; it was in this sacred spot 
that Rathunor gently but cautiously re­
vealed to her the Initiatory Rites of the 
Temple that had been performed over 
her unconscious body. This excited an 
intense curiosity, if not deep interest, in 
Nu-nah’s mind. She began to question 
and think and, as she thought, there came 
a vague, glimmering memory of the past, 
and when Rathunor would inquire the
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cause of her almost unconscious moods, 
she would raise her hand to silence his 
voice, and whisper, “I am dreaming—O, 
something so grand, so solemn, so sacred 
haunts my mind; just wait and it will all 
come by and by,” then her dark eyes

s

seemed to grow larger and larger and 
to burn with a concentrated fire.

The Prince’s delight knew no bounds 
as these expressions led him to believe 
they sprang from deep desires and in­
terests, so the time seemed to shorten for 
the day to come when their whole time 
and attention would be turned to the 
study of Nature’s mysteries and the 
secrets of life be revealed to them, thus 
satisfying that inward longing for the 
realities of life. Also, he knew, the new 
love that had been born in Nu-nah’s heart 
for him was more than that love that the
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external only can know. Its depths he 
could not fathom nor its source pursue, 
so he was content to wait that promised 
time, predicted by the Astrologer, that 
Nu-nah would lead, guide and teach him 
these spiritual truths and reveal to his 
already awakening soul the laws of the 
spirit.

Now, a new joy was revealed to the 
Prince when the Princess made him 
aware that a new soul had been en­
trusted to their tender care and keeping. 
The thoughts of maternity filled her 
heart with bliss. Blessed privilege, to 
bring to this plane of existence a soul 
awaiting incarnation in human form, to 
live, grow and experience on this planet 
the last grand objective existence that the 
soul can know. What care, what pleas­
ure would she take in training that little
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soul to know its God and the mysteries 
of life and in maturity stand forth to teach 
mankind Wisdom and Truth.

The pleasure in preparing for its ad­
vent made days pass as minutes. Time, 
borne on the wings of love, passed quick­
ly. Her soul had gained that control 
over the mind that it was full with pure, 
holy and spiritual thoughts. Her mind 
could not get beyond her husband and 
the young soul that had been transmitted 
to her keeping. The divine joy of love 
was singing in her soul. Rathunor left 
her alone in her happiness, knowing that 
in her condition any great effort on his 
part to draw her mind—thoughts into 
new channels might lead to dire results.

At last the Natalday arrived. The 
magnetic, as well as the physical, period 
of gestation being completed, to them a
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son was born. Never was there a human 
soul greeted with greater love and wel­
come than this one. Not only was it the 
offspring of the physical union, but that of 
the souls. Welcome, thrice welcome, to 
the children born of such love. The 
physical condition of the Princess was 
very critical for several days. The 
Prince’s grief and anxiety was almost un­
bearable; neither sleep nor food took a 
moment of his time during her severe 
illness, and often did he think that again 
Nu-nah’s soul would take its flight and 
wend its way to the realms above.

The eighth day after confinement was 
one of stupor and unconsciousness. Not 
a moment passed unheeded. It was near 
midnight when, the attendants having re­
tired for a short rest, and Rathunor sat 
alone by her bedside, her eyes suddenly
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opened and bent their gaze upon him. 
Beautiful, calm, divine Nu-nah, her won­
derful eyes shone with a surprising bril­
liancy and they were so riveted upon him
that he dare not move, much less speak.

\

The minutes that intervened between 
her waking and speaking seemed as an 
eternity to Rathunor.

“ My darling husband, are you beside 
me—are you where I can speak to you, 
and are we alone?”

Only by a gentle pressure of the hand 
could he respond, and, gently laying his 
right hand upon her brow, he assured her 
by this act of his presence. She began 
speaking—her voice was low, yet clear 
and distinct, “ My Rathunor, my true-soul 
companion, I have returned with the 
knowledge I now impart to you. While 
you so patiently and tenderly watched
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beside my frail and almost lifeless body, 
my soul was away gaining knowledge and 
experience in the soul-world. There I 
learned who I am and my relation to you. 
Do you know, O my Rathunor, that our 
souls sustain that divine relation to each 
other that makes us immortal, because of 
being complete? The whole, the two 
rays of the Divine Ego, are joined and 
blended as one in our union. Can you 
hear me further? ”

The agitation of his grief began to 
assuage and he could now listen calmly 
and without emotion to her words.

“ Yes, go on. What you have already 
said has been indelibly burned upon my 
mind and soul. Let me hear all you have 
to impart.”

“ Know you that this body was Nu- 
nah’s and this soul that of Sarthja's?”

Digitized by G o o g le Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



The Return to a New Life. 147

It was here that only by a mighty ef­
fort of his will was he able to keep in 
abeyance the emotions of his heart, but 
the superior and God-like power of an 
invisible Presence sustained him. The 
Princess took no heed of his silence and 
continued her revelations.

“ Do you know that on the night of 
the full Moon, the solemn and sacred 
Rites performed over the unconscious 
bodies of Sarthia and Nu-nah in the 
Sacred Sanctuary of the Temple of Isis, 
our souls were transferred by the magical 
power of the High Priest and the in­
visible assistants? Nu-nah’s soul was 
polarized in Sarthia’s physical temple 
and that of Sarthia’s in this of mine. 
Both were prostrated, even to dissolution 
by the malefic influence of planetary 
arcs, and this method was resorted to,
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that both our lives might be spared to 
round out our necessary physical exist­
ence while yet in these bodies, and also 
for your sake was this undertaken by our 
Holy Father that you might have that 
love which you so much craved and the 
longings of your soul might be satisfied 
with the knowledge it thirsted for. This 
will explain to you the great change ob­
served at times in your Nu-nah, and the 
unnatural, dreamy moods that possessed 
me sometimes. The brain was slow to 
respond to the wonderfully developed soul 
of Sarthia and it was at those times that 
the soul gained the supremacy, that the 
greatest change would manifest. You 
now have the true devoted love of your 
soul companion and the lovely form of 
Nu-nah for your wife. My Rathunor, 
are you satisfied? If a pang of disap-
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pointment cross your heart, our darling 
child here may blot that out as he grows 
and learns our mystic lore and become 
also a soul companion of his fathers in 
climbing the ladder to higher wisdom 
and spheres than ours.”

The Prince could not speak. He 
sank on his knees beside the bed and 
buried his face in her bosom. Here silence 
was more profound and spoke deeper 
wisdom and contentment than ever words 
could do; how long he remained in this 
humble attitude and poured forth his 
gratefulness in prayer he knew not; but 
when he arose the Princess was sleeping 
quietly, the breathing, though feeble, was 
deeper and more even. He gently crossed 
her hands upon her bosom, adjusted the 
clothing carefully and left her side, full of 
a new hope he had had for many days.
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Life again appeared in all its glory, not a 
shadow appeared upon its horizon; weari­
ness and anxiety forsook him and he 
went about as if walking on air, but not a 
word escaped his lips—nor an act be­
trayed his new-born joy.

When the nurses returned they at 
once remarked the change in the Princess. 
1 hey, too, became hopeful and assured 
the husband that his wife would soon be 
well. The Princess recovered rapidly, 
and it was not long before her gentle 
presence and noble influence shed its 
effulgence in the home as she moved 
about it.

As soon as Rathunor could spare the 
time from Nu-nah’s side he sent the 
Natal hour of his first-born to the As­
trologer Priest. Anxiously did he await 
the reading of the stars and what they
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indicated for his child. The calculations 
were made, the judgment submitted in 
writing, but “ Shall I transmit them to 
the Prince and Princess, can they yet re­
ceive and philosophically accept the 
revelations therein made?”

He left the study-room and repaired 
to the apartments of the High Priest to 
seek advice and instructions. Then, by 
the exercise of his potent will, he made 
the necessary observations to see if it 
were wise to convey the knowledge of 
the predictions to his children, Nu-nah 
and Rathunor.

“ Not yet will we send the reading. 
Our Nu-nah has not sufficiently recovered 
to bear any unpleasant news.”

Rathunor became impatient and 
thought, at times, he would write again— 
the letter must have been lost—but some-
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thing witheld him. At last strange fore- 
bodings haunted him. He knew too well 
the promptness of the Astrologer Priest; 
there must be something that could not 
be revealed to Nu-nah. He thought he 
was strong enough to bear resignedly all 
that might come, but when it did come 
all his forebodings had not prepared him 
to receive it. It was only a letter—no 
calculations—no reading, as indicated by 
the stars, was in it. The letter had been 
dictated by the Priest and transcribed by 
the scribe Hermo, and read thus:

“Our darling children, Rathunor and 
Nu-nah, bear bravely the news I now im­
part to you. Your first born, the offspring 
of true inspiration and soul-love, can not 
remain with you long in the physical form. 
The stars deny a prolonged life, and my 
interior knowledge of the planetary influ-
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ence, also tells me his life upon our 
Earth’s plane will be of short duration. 
His already matured soul does not need 
much of Earth’s experience to round out 
its objective existence, before entering 
the true life in the spiritual realm; there 
it will remain, my dear children, ever 
beckoning you on, and contributing to 
you that energy that will ever spur you to 
greater effort to realize while yet in the 
physical form Immortal Life. Tend it 
carefully, but when the Great Powers that 
Be summon its soul to go, do not try to 
hold it here, but add the strength of your 
united prayers to its flight and bid it de­
part to its home in the spiritual realms 
above. God bless and give you the 
strength, my children, is the prayer of 
your devoted Father. Amen! Amen!” 

The strength of spiritual force that

Digitized by Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



154 Within the Temple of Isis.

seemed to accompany the letter and his 
loving advice imparted courage to their 
hearts, and instead of giving way to grief, 

• began to philosophically reason aud con­
sole themselves that God’s ways were 
wiser than man’s.

Not many months did their lovely 
spiritual child remain with them until its 
soul took its flight to realms beyond, 
where truly it became as a beacon-light 
to the souls of its parents. Its departure 
left the Prince and Princess sad and 
lonely for a time and their struggle to 
reconciliation was great—but this was of 
the heart and not of the soul. Time 
healed the external wound and the in­
terior vacancy was filled by study, inves­
tigation and the development to external 
consciousness of the knowledge within.

Again, they became restless and plans
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were laid to leave their happy home near 
the mountains, and the devoted friends 
they had made among the villagers who 
were sorry to part with them and, as me­
mento to their honest, noble friendship, 
they distributed their household and per­
sonal effects among them. They revealed 
to no one where they were going. They 
disappeared as mysteriously as they came, 
but where? Only one place on Earth 
could tempt them to leave that sacred 
home, where such extreme joy and sorrow 
were known, and that was the former 
home of the soul of Nu-nah, The Temple 
of Isis. Nu-nah was to enter as an aspir­
ant to a Priestess, and Rathunor as a 
Priest King.

The Return to a New Life, was hailed 
with joyful welcomes from all of the At­
tendants of the Temple. Rathunor and

Digitized by G o o g le Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



156 Within the Temple of Isis.

Nu-nah soon passed the ceremonial Rites 
of the Temple and none were more faith­
ful in their efforts and studies than these 
new-born children—the especial care of 
the High Priest and the Priestess.

We leave them here, wishing them the 
progress, the happiness and that Divine 
Peace and Understanding that comes to 
all Perfected Souls. God be with them.
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BOOK REVIEWS

CELESTIAL DYNAMICS.
CELESTIAL Dynamics  is a course of astrometaphysical 

study particularly well adapted to new beginners in the consider­
ation of occult forces—it being so simply, yet so forcefully written, 
that it carries conviction to the mind of the student without 
mental effort on his part. Published by the Astro-Philosophical 
Publishing Company of Denver, Colo.—B a n n e r  o f  L ig h t.

C elestial Dy n a m ic s , by the author of “The Light of 
Egypt,” etc. Cloth, Price, $1.00. This is an excellent treatise 
upon those subtle or Occult Influences of Nature—that Solar Force 
or Planetary Influence, which lies at the basis of Astrological 
Science, and which is generally known under the broad name of 
“Vibration.” The work is divided into twelvo chapters, of which 
the following is an epitome. Chapter I, treats upon the Occult 
Forces of Nature; II, the Language of the Starry Heavens; III, 
Vital Force; IV, the Temperament, Physical and Magnetic; V, the 
Mental and Intellectual Powers; VI, the Financial Prospects; VII, 
Lovo and Marriage; VIII, Friends and Enemies; IX, Celestial Dy­
namics in Operation; X, the Diagnosis of Disease; XI, the Treat­
ment of Disease; XII, Man. and His Material Destiny, etc. Alto­
gether, the book is a very valuable V a d e  m ecum  to those who are 
interested in Occult Studies; particularly that of Astrology.—The 
M orn in g  S ta r .

CELESTIAL Dyn am ics , a course of Astro-Metaphysical 
Study, by the author of the “Language of the Stars,” and the 
“ Light of Egypt.” Price, $1 .0 0 , cloth bound.

“ This is a metaphysical work which deals with the elucida­
tion of the hidden powers of nature, and will interest the thought­
ful everywhere, and cause them to study the occult sciences and 
help them in so doing.” —The P h ilo so p h ic a l J o u rn a l.
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“ THE LANGUAGE OF THE STARS,”
A New and Important Book (50 Cents), 
for Everybody.

BY T H E  AUTHOR OF

“ THT^ LIGHT OF EGYPT/’ “ CELESTIAL 
DYNAMICS,” ETC.

A Master of Esoteric Masonry.

A work that no Mental Healer. Christian Scientist 
or Magnetic Physician can afford to be without, if they 
would become the real masters of their profession in the 
study of man and the healing art divine.

A Primary Course of Lessons in Celestial Dynamics.

This important primary work is the first practical 
exposition of the Astro-Magnetic forces of Nature—in 
their relation to man—that has yet been issued by the 
American Press. It contains fourteen special lessons, 
embracing each departmeutof human life, in such plain, 
simple language, that a child can understand the ele­
mentary principles laid down. And in addition to these 
lessons there is an Appendix, containing a full explana­
tion of all technical and scientific terms in general use 
upon the subject, thus forming a brief, yet practical 
Astro Dictionary. This work is illustrated with special 
plates.

PRICE, ONLY 50 CENTS, Post F ree.
r t ^ / V V W W S

-----FOR 8ALR BY-----

Astro-Philosophical Pub. Co., 1 6 0 9  Downing Ave., Denver, Colo.
Banner of Light Pub. Co., No. 9  Bosworth St., Boston, Mass.

The Progressive Thinker, No. 4 0  Loomis St., Chicago, Ills.
The Bancroft Book Co., 1 1 2 6 - 1 1 2 8  1 6 th St., Denver. Colo.
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RELlGiO-PHILOSOPHICAL PUBLISHING HOUSE.
1429 Market St., San Francisco, Cal.
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“ The L ight of E g y p t;”
------- OR--------

T h e  S c i e n c e  o f  t h e  S o u l  a n d  t h e  S t a r s .
FOURTH EDITION.

In Two Parts. Price, Cloth, $2; Paper, $1.
By an Initiate in Esoteric Masonry^

F I N E L Y  I L L U S T R A T E D  W I T H  E I G H T  F U L L  P A G E  E N G R A V I N G S .

It is claimed that this book is not a mere compilation, but 
thoroughly original.

It is believed to contain information upon the most vital 
points of Occultism and Theosophy that cannot be obtained else­
where.

It claims to fully reveal the most recondite mysteries of man 
upon every plane of his existence, both here and hereafter, in such 
plain, simple language that a child can almost understand it.

The secrets and Occult mysteries of Astrology are revealed 
and explained for the first time, it is affirmed, since the days of 
Egyptian Hieroglyphics.

An effort is made to show that the science of the Soul and the 
science of the Stars are the twin mysterieB which comprise The 
One Grand Science of Life.

The following are among the claims made for the work by its 
friends.

To the spiritual investigator this book is indispensable.
To the medium it reveals knowledge beyond all earthly price, 

and will prove in real truth, “a guide, philos opher and friend.”
To the Occultist it will supply the mystic key for which he 

has been so long earnestly seeking.
To the Astrologer it will become a “divine revelation of 

Science.”

OPINIONS OF PRESS AND PEOPLE.
“A noble, philosophical and instructive work.”—M rs. E m m a  

H a rd in g e  B r itte n .
“A work of remarkable ability and interest.” —D r J . R . 

B u ch a n a n .
“A remarkably concise, clear and forcibly interesting work. 

* * * It is more clear and intelligible than any other work on 
like subjects.”—M r. J . J . M orse.

“A careful reading of The L ight of Egypt discovers the
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beginning of a new sect in Occultism, which will oppose the graft­
ing on Western Occultists the subtile delusive dogmas of Karma 
and Re-incarnation.”—N etv Y o rk  T im es.

“It is a volume likely to attract wide attention from that 
class of scholars interested in mystical science and occult forces. 
But it is written in such plain and simple style as to be within the 
easy comprehension * * * of any cultivated, scholarly reader.” 
The C h icago D a ily  In ter-O cean .

“ However recondite his book, the author certainly presents 
a theory of first causes which is well fitted to challenge the 
thoughtful readers’ attention and to excite much reflection.”— 
H a r tfo r d  D a ily  T im es.

“ Considered as an exposition of Occultism, or the philosophy 
of the Orient from a Western standpoint, this is a remarkable pro­
duction. * * * The philosophy of the book is, perhaps, as pro­
found as any yet attempted, and so far reaching in its scope as to 
take in about all that relates to the divine ego-man in its manifold 
relation to time and eternity—the past, present and future.”—The 
D a ily  T r ib u n e, S a lt  L a k e  C ity , U tah .

“ This work, the result of years of research and study, will 
undoubtedly create a profound sensation throughout the philo­
sophic world.”—The D e tro it C om m ercia l A d ver tise r .

“ It is an Occult work but not a Theosophical one. * * * 
It is a book entirely new in its scope, and must excite wide atten­
tion.”— The K a n sa s  C ity  J o u rn a l.

“The book is highly interesting and very ably written, and it 
comes at an opportune time to eliminate from the “Wisdom Re­
ligion,” re-incarnation and other unphilosophical superstitions of 
the otherwise beautiful structure of Theosophy.”—K a n sa s  H era ld .

“ What will particularly commend the book to many in this 
country is that it is the first successful attempt to make thetruths 
of Theosophy plain and clear to any one not a special student, and 
it lays bare the frauds of the Blavatsky school.”—S a n  F ra n c isco  
C hronicle.

Beautifully printed anil illustrated on paper manufactured 
for this special purpose, with illuminated and extra heavy cloth 
binding. Cloth, $2 .0 0 ; Paper, $1 .0 0 .

For sale, wholesale and retail, by Astro-Philosophical Pub­
lishing Co., 1 6 0 9  Downing Ave., Denver, Colo.; Banner of Light 
Publishing Co., No. 9  Bosworth St., Boston, Mass.; The Pro­
gressive Thinker, No. 4 0  Loomis St., Chicago, Ills.; The Ban­
croft Book Co., 1 1 2 6 -1 1 2 8 1 6 th St., Denver, Colo.; Also. Relioio- 
Philosophical Publishing House, 1 4 2 9  Market St., San Fran­
cisco, Cal.
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CELESTIAL DYNAMICS.
BEING*

A NORMAL COURSE OF STUDY
—I N -

THE ASTRO-MAGNETIC FORCES OF NATURE.
BY T H E  AUTHOR OF

“ THE LIGHT OF EGYPT,” “ THE LANGUAGE OF 
THE STARS ” ETC.

A magnificent and complete course of Astro meta­
physical study embodying V i t a l  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  L i f e ,  
M e n t a l  F o r c e ,  S i c k n e s s  a n d  D i s e a s e .  With the only 
true and really Scientific method of treating the sick 
successfully.

Mental Healers, Metaphysicians, and ail who prac­
tice the healing Art Divine, should give “ Celestial Dy­
namics” a thorough and impartial study and thus learn 
the real cause of their frequent failures.

No Astro Student can afford to be without this 
work, if he would understand the Metaphysics of As­
trology.

The P r i c e ,  O n e  D o l l a r ,  is within the reach of all 
who seek for light. Orders accompanied by cash, will 
be tilled immediately. Apply early, as the edition is 
limited. Address,

THE ASTRO-PHILOSOPHICAL PUB. CO.
1609 D o w n i n g  A v e . ,  D e n v e r ,  C o l o .

N. B.— This work has been specially prepared for pub­
lication to meet the demands of a large and very 
earnest class of people who cannot afford to pay for 
a regular course of instruction under a qualified 
teacher. And those who can afford this privilege 
will find the work an invaluable text book to their 
studies.
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T H E  D U A L IT Y  OF T R U T H ;
—OR—

T h e  O c c ult  F o r c es  of  N a t u r e .

Reviewed from the Standpoint 
of Heimetic Philosophy

By H e n r y  W a g n e r , M. D.

This is a clear, practical statement of Nature’s dual 
forces, and will prove of great value to Occult Btudents. 
A rare treat is in store for you on The Sphinx and Pyr­
amids of Eg> pt. Symbolism and Correspondence alone 
are worth many times the cost of this unique book.—

Zanoni.
CLOTH, PRICE $1.00.

THE ASTRO-PHILOSOPHICAL PUBLISHING CO.,
1001) D owning A vf.., D enver, Coi.o.

“ W IT H IN  T H E  T E M P L E  O F I S I S .”
By BELLE M. WAGNER.

This is an Occult Novel of rare value, as it contains 
a vast deal of Occult lore on many subjects. Soul- 
Transfer and Soul-Marriage are especially dealt with in 
a scientific manner. Everybody should read it.—

Zanoni.
CLOTH, PRICE 75 CENTS.

THE ASTRO-PHILOSOPHICAL PUBLISHING CO.,
1600 D owning A ve., D enver, C olo.
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