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Dedication.

TO THE

Master Builders
WITHOUT NAME AND UNSEEN OF MORTAL EYE,
WHO HAVE BEEN USHERING IN THE DAWN OF
The Wonderful ®ay
NOW OPENING, BUT EVER AND ONLY IN SERVICE OF
THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, THIS LITTLE BOOK IS

Lovingly finscribed.



DAYBREAK.

“In vain
Ye call back the Past again,
T%e Past is deaf o your prayer/
Out of the shadows of night
The world rolls into light ;
1t is daybreak everywhere.”

The Bells of San Blas,



INTRODUCTION.

As these “modern ghosts” will not
“down ” at the bidding of old science, nor
yield to the anathemas of any established
ecclesiasticism, but rather persist the more
in demanding the attention of all classes,
through their varied forms of manifestation,
and their claim to be not the least potent,
if not the principal factors in the great
movements, social, political and religious,
which are to-day agitating and revolution-
izing the whole world of humanity, the
writer of this little book once more, and in
continuation of previous endeavors in this
direction,’ feels moved to do his part, so
far as he may be able and permitted, in
bringing the cause of Modern Spiritualism to

I “ Modern Spiritualism by a Bible Spiritualist.” —
Boston : Crosby & Nichols, 1863.

“ Modern Spiritualism, or the Opening Way.” —
Boston: A. Williams & Co., 1883.
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o Mntroduction 0

the observation and study of the many sin-
cere thinkers who are still holding them-
selves aloof; and perhaps to help those who
have entered upon the investigation to find
their way better.

Surely some quickening power has been
brought to bear upon human life everywhere
during the last fifty years, touching and
kindling into flame the refuse that has been
gathering out of human experience, and
bringing all earth life to judgment, while
p]amly ushering in new conditions, hlgher
aspirations, broader phllanthmples which
every day seem more and more imminent.
In all his dealings with man, God works
through agencies which alone are within
man’s developing comprehension, while He
is ever concealed behind the clouds in which
He is wonderfully wrapped from mortal
vision. May it not be that this opening of
the spirit spheres is part, and no small part,
in the varied instrumentalities for lifting and
reclaiming man out of the low grade of the
centuries long past, from which he is now
plalnlv ramergmgP These agencies from
the spirit spheres, high and low, as recog-
nized by Spiritualists, have come in the
providence of God for far other purpose

ey 8 3



o Mntroduction S

than the mere amusement of wonder seekers.
They are brought nearer and more effectu-
ally to earth li?e at the closing of an old and
the opening of a new cycle in the planet’s
development, to quicken, to judge and be
judged, but always through individual expe-
riences: for as the kingdom of God is
within each and all, so are the judgment
seat and the retribution, whether on this or
the other side of the veil of time.

Modern Spiritualism broke in upon human
experience to find very mixed conditions of
good and so-called evil; and dealing with
these it could not be otherwise than that
the first fruitage should be equally mixed.
The time seems to have come for a win-
nowing of such fruits as have thus far ap-
peared, and so there has been an apparent
diminution of interest in the cause, leading
outside observers “and some within the fold ™
to think that Spiritualism is dying out. The
fact would rather seem to be that while the
original centres of attraction and manifesta-
tion have appeared to be losing their adhe-
rents, in reality the interest is being diffused
and extended by those who have seen the
new light returning to their old associations,
and sowing the seeds of the new unfolding

oy 9 S



o Tntroduction o

among them all. The results of such sow-
ing will in time be seen, if not already appar-
ent, in the general quickening which has
been manifested, and of which more may be
expected. The work will go on as directed
by the higher powers which have had it in
charge.  Gradually the varied forms of
manifestation and different grades of medium-
ship will be brought to more systematized
relations, which will be marshalled and held
as a science worthy the attention and study
of mankind.

With all the interesting developments
attained to-day, the science of Modern Spirit-
ualism i1s still in its infancy. Its relation to
distinctly religious interests, through its
bearing upon questions of conduct as af-
fected by the conditions and requirements
reported of the spirit spheres, would seem
to have invited the special inquiry of those
who have been called to the offices of reli-
gion. But the whole body of such laborers
have been held by their education and habits
of mind in strange antagonism from the
time of the first simple sounds announcing
the spirit approaches, and are still apparently
more eager to hear that all Spiritualism is a
fraud, than to learn by patient inquiry what

Ly 0 ey



o ntroduction o

it does mean, and for what end its advent
has been providentially permitted.

Spiritualism is not to be taken as a cul-
mination of man’s uplifting, but is to be
studied and understood as introducing new
forces in the development of this planet and
all life upon it. It does not mean, and
plainly is not permitted to assume man’s
individual responsibilities : but would rather
teach him to feel that upon him, as the
head of the line, lies all the heavier require-
ment that he should rise, with his increasing
opportunities and widening range of knowl-
edge, toward the highest development of
which he is capable. It is not of itself a
new dispensation, but one of the opening
ways in which mankind, on both sides of the
veil, are bound to move on to the higher
and better things of the near opening cycle;
so that through it shall be fulfilled all the
hopes and promises so long held out as
man’s rightful inheritance.

The mighty Energy by which the great
principles of Love, Justice, and Truth were
originally implanted in the earth sphere,
knows no failure in their ultimate carrying
out, though centuries have come and gone
in which man has been learning that they

e X 3
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cannot be gainsayed or thwarted except to
his own destruction. Man must and will
move on until at last he shall yield himself
joyously to their beneficent direction and
control. Then and not till then will peace
on earth and good will prevail.

Of the nine Articles herein published the
first three were given to the public in 1863,
under the title of “ Modern Spiritualism by
a Bible Spiritualist.” The second three
were given In 1883, twenty years later, and
called, “ Modern Spiritualism, or the Open-
ing Way.” The three Articles now added
at this close of the year 1899, make the
third series, Completmg nine in all, and cov-
ering the writer's experience durmg the
many years since his attention was first
awakened to what seemed to him the most
momentous topic that could be brought to
the study and contemplation of man— the
question which all must sooner or later meet
— What of the after-life and that bourn
whence 1t had been before maintained that
“no traveller returns ’? Taken as a whole,
the Articles form a progressive treatment,
sustaining and in a way illustrating each
other, and for this reason they are brought
together.

e 12 ey
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With no thought of assumption of knowl-
edge which 1s not open to every sincere
seeker, but with the conviction that his ask-
ing for bread has not been answered with a
stone, the writer commits this little book
to the thoughtful consideration of all truth
seekers ; rejoicing to be of service if it may
be to any, while ready and glad always to
be shown a better way.

THOMAS BARTLETT HALL.

BosToN, November, 1899.
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Lather, I thank Thee ! May no thought of mine
Swerve from the path of duty, and of love,
20 Thee, and all mankind.
Help me to know Thee as Thou art,
Give me a loving true and faith-full heart,
Ot, let me do my humble part,

In serving Thee !

22



FIRST SERIES.
1863.

ORIGINAL PREFATORY NOTE.

In willing, but cautious obedience to
promptings which have thus far led him to
the beginning, and successful accomplish-
ment, of many things, often small in them-
selves, but serving for an experience to
strengthen his faith, the writer of these
Articles has adopted this more permanent
form for their publication; and he now
sends them forth to the world with an
earnest prayer, that they may accomphsh
something of the good, for which alone, he
humbly hopes, they have been written.

It seems proper to add, that the Writer
has never been a reader of the leading pro-
ductions of other pens upon the toplcs here
treated. He has never read a word in the
voluminous works of Swedenborg, or of any
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= Original Prefatory Mote =

of his disciples. Neither has he read any pub-
lication written by Spiritualists, except a few
poems, from the pen of the Rev. Thomas L.
Harris, and his school of Spiritualists. His
knowledge of Modern Spiritualism is wholly
from his own careful, earnest study and
search into its various phases, in a deep
conviction that there must be a mighty
truth concealed beneath all the strange phe-
nomena, which would well repay the labor
of investigation. He speaks wholly out of
his own experience. How far he has been
repaid for his patient research, may perhaps
be left to the determination of the reader,
who is desired to peruse the articles care-
fully, in earnest seeking for the truth; and
especially to discover, and make known, any
hidden poison which so many conscientious
persons are ready to insist lies concealed in
any, the best possible phase, of Modern
Spiritualism.

The chief ends sought to be reached in
these Articles, are: — to show that there 1s a
true spirituality underlying the whole sub-
ject;—to point out briefly the conditions,
and explain the difficulties, which have made
necessary the otherwise strange method of
its development, out of which all the while

o3 24 3
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1s working, in ways as yet little compre-
hended even by those who have been ad-
mitted into its deepest mysteries, the sure
fulfilment of things declared in the Scrip-
tures;—then to show, by brief allusions,
the great wants of the modern Christian
Church, which cry aloud for something
that shall give a new impulse, a new life
to its stagnant faith;—and last, but not
least, to declare that Modern Spiritualism
has come, not to deny, but to confirm, not
to break down, but to strengthen and estab-
lish in our minds and hearts, the teachings of
the Holy Book, the inspired Word of God,
by a new inpouring of the Holy Splrlt
amounting, in its fullness, toa new Dis-
pensation.

Thus the three Articles here published seem
to complete the preliminary presentation of
a subject, which will be exhausted only when
Time is lost in Eternity.






THE PURITY AND DESTINY OF
MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

ARTICLE 1.

Dawn oF THE New Davy.

Opening Difficulties in the Inquiry. — Hume. —
Mahan’s Exposition. — Mediumship. — Individu-
ality. — Bible Student a helpful Medium. — Good
accomplished. — Old conditions tested.

“ The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshipper
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth.”

IT matters not whether we adopt the
theory that this globe has, from its infancy
to its present state, progressed out of chaos
by separate acts of creation, under the fiat of
the Almighty; or whether we believe that
the process of growth has been one of devel-
opment out of the life principles so im-
pressed upon the new world at its birth, that

Bd 27 Ly



= The Purity and Destiny o

time could not go on without their unfold-
ing, gradually, according to a law. The
great fact 1s admitted by all, independently
of these theories of growth, that there have
been what are conveniently called creative
epochs in this world’s history, which are
distinctly marked as divisions of time, though
their precise beginning and ending have
eluded the research of the best of our
science. There was a time, we know, when
this earth, now so beautifully clothed with
vegetation, was bare of all growing thmgs
So there must have been, and was, a time
when this vegetation began to creep over
the earth’s surface. There was a time when
there was no animal life sustained by breath-
ing the earth’s atmosphere, and there was a
time when animal life had its beginning.
There was a time, too, when man was not,
and a time when he began to people the
earth. These epochs have come gradually,
not only in reference to the whole process of
the earth’s development, but, Judgmg from
all we can learn by SClentlﬁC mvestlgatlon,
and from all analogy, each epoch has, in
itself, been the subject of a gradual intro-
duction and growth, and a gradual decay
and disappearance as it has given way to its

ke 28 B4
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succeeding epoch ; or rather seems to have
been the foundation on which the epoch
succeeding has been built up. Each new
epoch has sprung into being, not complete
and full grown, but from germinal begin-
nings that have found their life and susten-
ance in the ashes of the past; each successive
epoch furnishing, in its ashes, material for a
higher growth in the scale of being.

These epochs have proceeded in regular
series, and the last so-called act of creation
was the coming of man. Of man’s begin-
ning we know nothing. Far back in the
East we discern glimmerings of light upon
the questions when and how the human
race began its career upon earth; but they
are merest glimmerings, and convey to us
nothing more than the beautifully simple
record of the Bible, that God created man
in his own image, and he called their name
Adam. Through what vicissitudes of life,
what changes and varieties of condition,
what growth and refinement, physical and
spiritual, this race of beings has been brought
to its present development, cannot be stated
in any brief compendium. That this world
1s, however, progressing as heretofore, to
some higher condition, and that the beings

e 29 L d
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who are ultimately to inhabit it will rank
higher in the scale than its present occupants,
is inevitably inferred from all analogy, and
1s received by all Christians at least, if not
by all civilized people, as an event which
awaits only the sure fulfilment of prophecy.

No wise man will dare to say that, even
in his lifetime, there may not be develop-
ments promising things yet to be, which
were never dreamed of in his philosophy.
We know not when to look for the signs of
the coming great change, though we perhaps
do know through the Christian dispensation,
what the signs shall be, when the great
change approaches. That it will be gradual,
we argue from analogy, — that it will come
silently, without proclamation, “like a thief
in the night,” we believe from revelation.

It 1s but a few years since the American
public were surprised and amused with the
tidings of what was first known as, the ¢ Ro-
chester Knockings.” By most persons the
story was entirely disbelieved, and deemed
unworthy of a second thought, much less a
sober consideration. From that little begin-
ning, what a strange progress and develop—
ment the thing called Spiritualism, be it true
or false, has attained ! Subjected to ridicule
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the most sarcastic that could be invented ;
to examinations and tests of as various kinds
as there are variety of conceits in the human
brain ; explained, over and over again, by as
many different theories as learned minds to
examine, — theories frequently militating
against each other, so that the defender of
the cause can often find his best arguments
in the mouths of those who think to con-
demn; the most educated classes of the
commun;ty, with old Harvard at their head
arrayed in opposition ; the Church issuing
its anathemas against it with a bitterness that,
had it been sustained by public opinion,
would have brought the early votaries of
Spiritualism to a fiery stake; little under-
stood, often entirely misunderstood, used
and abused in every conceiveable way, still
the glaring fact remains, that no cause, moral
or intellectual, civil or rellglous, phy51cal or
spiritual, ever made such progress in secur-
ing the attention, and the more or less en-
li htened faith, of men, as this same cause
g Sp:ntuahsm. Its active opponents seem
to have pretty much given up their fruitless
attempts to stop 1it, and have sunk back
from their labors, seeking consolation in the
thought, that, if it contained no truth, it
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could not prevail; they have left it, where
indeed they found it,in God's hands, to
manage according to his own wisdom and
high behest. The result is, as far as our
observation goes, that the community is di-
vided upon this subjectinto two large classes ;
namely, those who believe in Spiritualism, in
the broad acceptation of the term, and those
who do not believe it, but think there must,
or may be, something in it. The number
of those who utterly reject all its facts and
phenomena as trickery, is too small to be
named as a class.

Such a subject demands something more
than an occasional notice from the pen of
journalists, in the ordinary course of com-
ment upon matters that may interest the
public. It 1s, therefore, with no wish to
write a passing criticism, or merely to offer
a readable article, that we have undertaken
to present our views upon Spiritualism ; but
from an earnest desire to help others to
know something of a mighty cause, through
the highways and byways of which we have
been laboring in the search after truth.
Like all pioneers, we have had our expe-
rience, which ought to be of value to those
who may desire to know the truth like our-
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selves; and if we can point out any of the
dangers, the rocks on which some poor
mortal’s bark might otherwise be wrecked,
we shall feel that we have done some good,
whilst we do humbly trust that, as we seek
God’s blessing on our work, there may be
other more positive fruits of our labor.
Perhaps what we have to write might be
called, the ¢ Confessions of a Medium;”
not confessions of our own sins, though
God knows we have fallen into errors
enough, but confessions of the wonder-
workings of an all-wise Father, who rules
these things, as all others,— confessions of a
deep experience, that has awakened our
pirit to new life, and leads it to pray daily
that it may be so privileged of God as to do
its humble part in brmgmg his kingdom
upon the earth, in seemg to it that his will
be done here, even as it is done in heaven.
We write what we do know, not what we
have heard others tell of. We would be
humble as a little child, seeking the truth,
with God’s blessing on our prayers.

It is about ten years, a little more (185%),
since our acquaintance with Spiritualism be-
gan through Daniel Hume,'of whose medium

1 Later known as D. D. Home.
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qualities most persons have heard some-
thing. The subject was new then, and
people would not believe their senses. Upon
his departure for Europe, he was playfully
called “Hum-bug.” But those who win
may laugh ; his powers, whatever they were,
opened the way for him to the inner cham-
bers of the man who, of all men of that day
and generation, has ranked, and still ranks,
the shrewdest, sharpest, the veriest juggler,
whom nobody would deceive, and whom
nobody could find out. This man, then
reigning Emperor of the French, with wit
and capacity to detect fraud equalled by
few, and with position and power to punish
it when detected, without appeal, did not,
could not, find the key to Mr. Hume’s
wonder-workings, except in the explanation
which the phenomena have ever claimed for
themselves. Before his departure, we had
many opportunities of meeting Mr. Hume
in private circles and family gatherings,
which offered every chance for testing the
reality of the phenomena, so that we became
fully convmced that they were no ocular
delusion, no mistake of our senses, and per-
haps mlght be, what they purported to be,
the works of spirit power. It is enough
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here to say of them, that they combined a
variety of physical manifestations, mind-
readings, and what purported to be spirit
communications, which is not often found in
any one medium. He left us wondering ;
and we looked round for other proofs, other
mediums, other experience.

Having advanced so far as to believe in
the actuality of the phenomena, doubt not,
reader, we soon found ourselves in a very
sea of perplexities, and that we were often
tempted to give up our inquiry in despair.
But remembering that we were pioneers, we
determined to brave all hazards, to meet all
difficulties, for the sake of trath, Our first
great trouble was, that we had ever attached
to the word ¢ Spiritualism” a sense of some-
thing high and holy; whilst we found
neither in the mediums, nor in the pheno-
mena, any special characteristic that marked
the high, or the holy; for they partook
of all degrees, from the highest of Heav-
en’s blessed truths to the lowest of Hell’s
horrors. It seemed to us then that the
wrong term had been used, and that it
should have been Spiritism, or Demonism,
in the original sense of demon. And this
was, after all, the most natural; for if the
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good spirits could come to bless us, why
could not the bad ones come to plague us ;
or if the low could come, why not the high?
God works by general laws and special prov-
idence, in Spiritualism, as in all other things.

Satisfied so far, still we found ourselves
continually perplexed sometimes beyond
endurance, by the absurdities, the contra-
dictions, the follies, nay, the wickedness,
that broke out upon the community under
the guise of Spiritism. With what gratitude
did we receive the book published in 1855,
by Rev. A. Mahan, President of Cleveland
University, entitled, “Modern Mysteries
Explained and Exposed.” Weary and worn
with our labors, ready to sink in the turmoil
of doubts that surrounded us, we welcomed
that explanation, incomplete though we
knew it to be, as sufficient to furnish a re-
treat wherein we might at least have some
rest. He did not pretend to deny the facts
of the manifestations, which we knew could
not be denied, and so gained our willing
concession to his theory of “odilic force.”
It was sheer fatigue that enabled us to find
any rest in this poor shelter ; but 1t sufficed
to give us a moment’s respite, only to renew
the inquiry with increased earnestness, de-
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termined, with our own good-will, and in
God’s own time, to find the truth which we
felt assured must be waiting to rejoice those
who would strive after it.  Knock and it
shall be opened unto you,” “Seck and ye
shall find,” were blessed words of encourage-
ment, which seemed to bring us a new
strength. Seeking the truth only for the
truth’s sake, we trusted that God would
guide us, and guard us, through all our
deviations from the true path. We prayed
to him, that, if there were truth in these
things, we too might know, in our own ex-
perience, the mysteries of mediumship. We
asked that we might know in our own con-
sciousness, through external or internal sense,
the actual presence of the spirit world about
us. At last the answer began to come. We
became sensible of slight touches upon the
head, as though a hand were gently passed
over it. We had not expected this manifes-
tation, and at first doubted it; but frequent
recurrence of the sensation, often under cir-
cumstances that caused us much surprise,
proved that it was not the work ofP our
imagination, but a real touch from some
body or thing, some power or spirit, that
thus informed us of its presence, and was
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perhaps communicating some mysterious in-
fluence.

It 1s unnecessary to describe the stages of
development through which we have passed.
Suffice it to say, that, though yet far short
of the goal, if indeed 'there be any limit, we
have been carried, sometimes quite imper—
tectly, into enough phases of mediumship to
give us an understanding of all these things
from our own experience. Kach day as we
have advanced, the importance of prayer
has been urged upon us, and we have felt
its power wonderfully in guldmg our search
for truth, and saving us from the errors com-
mitted b} others who have not known the
wonder working of a true appeal to the Great
Father of all spirits. Especially have we
been saved from too rapid development,
which has so often led men to commit follies
that have brought ridicule, and sometimes
disgrace, on the very cause they had most at
heart. In this, as in all other subjects that
may interest and occupy the human mind,
too much, or too sudden knowledge, topples
the reason, and opens the way for folly to
enter in. We have often thanked God in
gratitude for the reply made through a
medium to our earnest prayer for develop-
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ment: “ You shall have the truth as fast as
you can bear it; for if it should come as fast
as it could be given, it would craze your
brain.”

We have spoken of passing through cer-
tain stages of development imperfectly. By
this we learned that, whilst such forms of me-
diumship have their use, particularly for the
purpose of introducing Spiritualism to the
world’s notice, they are not the highest
forms. We believe that the highest form
of mediumship is that where the individual-
ity of the medmum 1s the most developed
and the most active, so that the medium’s
self, being a spirit in the body, may draw
directly from the spiritual fountains of God’s
eternal truth and power, as mankind has
generally believed the spirits of the departed
would be privileged to do, according to their
spiritual deserving and capacity. In other
words, the highest mediumship is what has
been heretofore vaguely known as iuspiration,
and sometimes called genius. We mean
inspiration in its broadest sense, in every
kind of knowledge to which the human
mind has been permltted to glve expression.
Rehglous msplratlon, in its various phases ;
the inspiration of the fine arts, music, poetry,
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painting, sculpture; the inspiration of the
mechanic arts 1n all the phases of invention ;
the inspiration of the philosopher; the in-
spiration of what is often called plain com-
mon-sense. They all flow from the same
source,— God’s great fountains of knowledge.
As Solomon said, there is nothing new under
the sun. All knowledge exists in spirit
life before man slowly elaborates it for
external expression on this earth plane, and
the degrees of so-called genius are marked
by the varying capacity to receive and
express it. This idea is involved in the
word impression, so often used by men in
their every-day business affairs. They have
‘““impressions ”’ so and so; sometimes against
the convictions of their reason. Where do
these impressions come from? What are
they? They are the result of influences
from spirit life that surround every human
being, that “cloud of witnesses,” of which
we read in Scripture; and they will be of a
higher or lower character, exactly according
to the spiritual condition of each individual.
God works through agents more or less
directly. The spirits in the spirit world are
the messengers which bear tidings of good,
and of so-called evil, to every one according
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to his desire and capacity to receive. As
this desire and capacity to receive depends,
under God’s blessing, upon each individual
will, so each one of us has to work out his
own salvation in very truth. But not with-
out aid : the power of prayer is mighty ; the
Father of spirits will send us such influences
as we truly ask for. Ask, and ye shall
receive,— even the desired presence of the
blessed spirit of Jesus.

This principle of individuality is one of
the most important teachings of Spiritualism,
though, we admit, nothing 1 itself new, and
offers, at the same time, the simple explana-
tion of one of the serious difficulties in the
way of the public acceptation and acknowl-
edgment of the reality of spirit presence and
power. It is the first and last objection of
the educated classes, that Spiritualism has
given to the world so little, 'fpanythmg, new
in science, or indeed in any of the ordinary
matters that have heretofore occupied the
educated mind. It is true that very little
has been given to common mundane science,
in distinct propositions, through ordinary
mediumistic communications, and it is for
the reason, now beginning to be understood,
that when God permits the spirit world to
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draw close to the earth life, he does not
intend that the spirits out of the form shall
assume all the responsibilities, do all the
thinking, perform all the labors, bear all the
burdens, of those in the form. Such a
course, if permitted, would have directly
taken away man’s accountability ; his indi-
viduality would be gone; and so experience
has taught very many inquirers that they
cannot long act with safety in matters of
worldly interest under the sole direction of
mediumistic communications. The cause
of Spiritualism has seemed to suffer, as un-
believers have had opportunity to point the
finger of ridicule at the sad and absurd errors
committed by Spiritualists, who have been
working out this result of their experience,
earning this wisdom for their own, and the
world’s benefit. It is only when the me-
dium’s own spirit is developed, so as to
receive impressions direct, that he can with
safety act them out through his own enlight-
ened mediumistic consciousness ; but even
then the promptings must ever be brought
to the bar of conscience, God within us;
whilst the reason must sit in external judg-
ment to determine pure questions of external
prudence and policy. We must ever, as St.
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Paul says, “try the spirits,” that we “ may
prove them.”

At the risk of some repetition, we will en-
deavor to explain more clearly what may per-
haps be called the philosophy of mediumship.
When the man of so-called genius finds new
ideas crowding into his brain, it cannot be
sald that he makes them. All the result of
the scholar’s study is to bring the mind into
condition to receive the thoughts that are
ever waiting for admission, when the mind is
ready and able to accept and comprehend
them. It is no mere play of fancy, when the
poet begins his labor with an invocation to
the muses. It is an act of preparation, to
lift the poet’s spirit into a condition to re-
ceive the poesy that is ready to flow in upon
him.  The most hard-headed philosopher
must be in what he would call, the right
spirit, or he cannot think (receive thoughts)
effectively. A genius, then, and there are as
many kinds of genius as subjects to occupy
the human mind, is the medium through
whom the 1deas floating in the spirit world,
existing in the spirit li%e, are given external
expression, so as to be more or less compre-
hended by the minds of others. The man
of genius gives expression to the thoughts
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which are given to him, and commits them
to paper. They are printed ina book. This
book in turn becomes the medium for the
transmission of the ideas to the ordinary read-
ing minds, which, on their part, must be de-
veloped to a condition able to receive the
ideas, or the words read are hieroglyphics
without meaning. ‘The man of genius gets
the ideas by inspiration from the world of
spirit; the ordinary man of talent must wade
through the printed pages, and receive the
same 1deas by slow induction, word by word.
Precisely as the man of genius receives, and
gives expression to the ideas which are given
to him, so Spiritualism teaches us, truth is
handed down by gradation from the central
fount of eternal knowledge and truth, through
the various conditions of spirits in the spirit
world, who progress and rise from one to an-
other of those “ many mansions,” each nearer
to the source of direct inspiration.

Now spirit mediums, as commonly recog-
nized, are supposed, by outside observers, to
be the mere instruments used, or purporting
to be used wholly by other spirits for pur-
poses of manifestation and communication.
The fact is that there are all degrees of me-
diumship, from this entire absence of the
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medium’s self, to the complete inspiration,
where the medium’s consciousness and indi-
viduality are in full action. They are me-
diums in this latter case as much as in the
former; the difference being that, in the lat-
ter case, the medium’s own spirit uses its own
organism to express the inspiration which is

iven to it more or less directly, whilst in the
%ormer case, another spirit controls the me-
dium’s body, and is itself the communicator
of thoughts, to which it has been receptive,
and now seeks to express. We believe that
those mediums will give to the world the
most new things, and the highest truths,
whose individuality is never lost, and is in
the highest state of development. Of course
those forms of mediumship which only afford
tests of spirit presence, resulting in the iden-
tification of friends who have passed on, are
desirable, if not indispensable, to satlsf'y the
preliminary inquiries of those who begin by
being either curious, or anxious, to know
whether the world of spirits is really so near
this earth as it professes to be.  But these
tests are given quite independently of any
consideration of the medium’s own develop-
ment. Indeed, the most remarkable tests
sometimes have come through those of low
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condition, physically and spiritually. These
tests are given in a great variety of forms.
A very striking form is in the appearance of
the names of departed ones, in letters of red
on the arm; a phenomenon which has as-
tounded many hundreds of persons, as shown
in two mediums recently in Boston. This
class of mediums has been, and still is, essen-
tial to the introduction of Spmtuallsm to
man’s notice and comprehension,— it began
with table tipping and rappmg, the first rude
alphabet of communication,— it will disap-
pear when it has done its work. Already
many mediums who have been used only for
tests are losing their powers, or falling off
into neglect.

Let it not be supposed, however, that the
tendency of Spiritualism is solely to intellec-
tual development and manifestation. In ac-
cordance with the spirit of this age, it has
found its introduction to the world’s notice,
in a great degree, through the intellectual fac-
ulties and purely intellectual observations.
[t could not have been introduced in any
other way to a people like the American
nation, which had become so eager in the
pursuit of material prosperity through intel-
lectual development, that the nation’s heart
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has needed its present fearful awakening
under the hands of an all-wise Providence,
which, in our belief, is but the beginning of
a mighty struggle for dominion between the
powers of good and the powers of evil, that
1s yet to sweep over the face of the whole
globe.  This consideration leads us to the
higher, or what in common acceptation would
be deemed, the more spiritual development
of Spiritualism, which 1s now gradually un-
folding to the wonder and delight of all its
truest advocates.

Whilst it is admitted that an equal devel-
opment of heart and head are necessary to
make the perfect man, we believe that the
heart must be first cultivated, or the head
cannot receive true wisdom. Without an
understanding of the heart, the knowledge of
the head is full of errors that lead the spirit
to its ruin. This i1s no new proposition ;
the philosophy of it is simple. True heart
development brings that peace of mind which
fits it, the mind, for the highest intellectual
conceptions, makes it receptive to the high-
est truths. Yet the nations who boast of their
Christian civilization have ignored it, and
set up intellectual idols that have received
their souls’ devotion for six days in every
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week, and been hardly forgotten in the midst
of their would-be sacred observance of the
seventh, Wonderful has been the intellec-
tual and material progress of the nations, and
particularly of this people, during the past
century ; but i1s it not true that spiritual
culture and development have been retarded,
if not retrograded, in the same degree?
Witness the practical results ; see, for exam-
ple, the utter selfishness of the trading,
commercial classes. With few exceptions,
every man of them is striving, with his whole
soul, to find out, 7ot how he can help his
neighbor, but how he can get ahead of him.
Alas, for such Christian followers !| We fear
the Founder of their religion would hardly
recognize his disciples among them. But
this 1s no place for a homily upon the sins
of the nations. We should shrink from
such a task under any conditions; to cata-
logue them only would be a fearful under-
taking, for their name is legion.

The feeling that true Spiritualism should
have something, if not .everything, to do
with the understanding of the heart; and the
fact that it has thus far, to the view of exter-
nal observers, seemed to have so little to do
with 1t, has been one great cause of the
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severest opposition it has experienced. For
reasons which we shall hereafter endeavor to
state, 1t appears to us to have been necessary,
in the present condition of the world’s devel-
opment, that the near approach and commu-
nion of the spirit-world should be brought
to the knowledge of mankind in the way it
has been. Behevmg, as the Christian world
professes to believe, in the second coming of
Jesus, how many are there who would be
able to recognize him now in our streets in
the humble garb of the Nazarene? The
difficulties are 1immense in the introduction
of any really new phase in the world’s
development arising out of the conditions
of head and heart, into which such new
development must gradually work its way.
We are able now to see the wisdom that
directed events, when the infant Jesus was
laid in a manger, he “the Prince of Peace,”
“the Saviour of the world.” As time goes
on, the wisdom will be recognized which has
directed the course of Spiritualism to its
present unfolding, itself but the germ of
what is yet to be.

We have spoken of our own continuous
and unsatlsfactory search after true splrltual
mediumship, in the first years of our inquiry.
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We did not feel that we had arrived at the
beginning of the truth, until we made the
acquaintance of a medium who had been
developed as such after an anxious study of
the Bible. This was a young person, born
of true New England parentage, in one of
the best of New England homes, of large,
healthful physique, with fine intellectual
powers, a broad head and lalge understand-
Ing, who had been drawn into the cause
against external convictions, as well as the
wishes of family and friends ; but who could
find happiness in no other direction, and
alone, before God, trusting the inmost dic-
tates of the still small voice, after many
struggles, much wrestling with the spirit, had
determined to go forward with the work,
whatever it might be, so long as it did not
militate with the highest sense of right and
duty.

This person, called a healing and devel-
oping medium, was not under the control of
those who purported to be our relatives, or
particular friends in the spirit world, but
was wholly influenced by a few choice spirits,
who announced, through their unconscious
trance possession, that their medium had
been selected as an instrument of great good
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to the world. What that good was, we did
not at first understand ; we had yet to learn
it. The communications were addressed
wholly to our physical and spiritual condi-
tion, and the work of regeneration that was
to be done amongst the people. They were
not given In tedious homilies, but came in
quiet, natural suggestions, warnings, and
advice, accompanied at times with a manipu-
lation of the head, which had a strange sooth-
ing, yet invigorating power, easily and early
recognized. It was indeed a healing power,
and 1mparted a pure vitality, which by a
mysterious process gradually reached the
spirit within, and we felt that the old heathen
maxim of “sound mind in a sound body,”
had a spiritual meaning beyond its ordinary
acceptation. By slow degrees we began to
perceive the refined influence that seemed
to rain down upon our heads as we sat in
silent waiting.  Not knowing what to expect,
the light of Heaven gradually illumined our
heart, and we were ready to acknowledge
that we could perceive a spiritual influx, as
we sat for development, which seemed to
give us, or itself to be, the true riches of
which the Scriptures teach, for it brought
with it, in very truth, that peace which
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passeth all understanding. This is no idle
tancy of our own, no mere play of the ima-
gmanon others have known it as well as we ;
it 1s difficult to describe or explain, but when
realized by experience, brings with it a sense
of reality such as nothing else seems to give.
It seems almost the only reality of life.

At intervals the spirits, through this me-
dium, would reason with us, as Paul, of right-
eousness; but whenever we asked for tests,
such as are given through other mediums,
they refused, for the reason that it would be
a waste of powers which were dedicated to
higher uses, as we have above endeavored to
explain. We did not, we could not, accept
the full meaning of this at once. Tempted
in our progress to pursue comparatively idle
inquiries, our prayers, and the kind words of
the medium, saved us from dallying by the
way-side.  Purely intellectual investigation
seemed to be for a time forbidden. Our
business was with the heart alone. To pu-
rify that, to become as a little child, to sit at
the feet of Jesus, and receive from his hands
something of the Christ-spirit with which he
was filled, this was our work, this the present
object of life. It was (and 1s) a realization
of the patriarch’s dream, in which the angels,
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God’s messengers, are eternally ascending
and descending, bearing up to the throne the
petitions of His creatures, and bringing back
the responses of His mighty love,— re-
sponses which teach us to throw away self-
ishness utterly ; to live and labor for others ;
to dispense widely unto all; to give freely,
as we have freely received, these treasures of
God’s love; to so explain these things, and
illustrate them in our lives, that they shall
show forth His goodness and glory.

These lessons could not be learned till we
had given up our conceit of knowledge ob-
tained through purely intellectual culture; and
now, humbled as a child before God, but a
man amongst men, we feel ready to begin a
good work, rejoicing that we find the yoke so
easy, the burden so light.

If we are asked, how can these things be
known to all, we say to all, high and low, rich
and poor, learned and unlettered, gather your-
selves in small circles, two or three together,
cheerfully, but soberly, reverently, in the
name of Jesus, pray for the light you need,
and 1t shall be given to you. Let as nearly
as possible the same persons meet at each
successive gathering ; let the surroundings be
fit for such communion. If the circle be in
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a famil ly,—and where better can it be ? — let
the place in the house be selected which is
freest from contaminating influences. It
would be well for the world if there could be

“holy of holies” in every dwelling-house,
where the best influences could be poured
down upon those in waiting. Let not the
father of the family, the man of business, ob-
ject that it will interfere with his daily avoca-
tions ; it will rather give him new strength for
all his duties. It is not for the Sabbath only,
but every day in the week ; whilst it teaches
still the true value and use of the great day
of rest. But chief of all, let not the man of
education, of learning, fancy that his time for
study cannot be interrupted for these things.
Let hlm rather forget his pride of intellect,
and an humble member of the circle, let him
ask for that true light which will illumine his
soul, and send its quickening rays into the
most hidden corners of his deepest researches.
It was in the highways that Jesus found his
first believers and disciples ; — must it be so
still ?

But be assured, that to follow these things
with trifling curiosity is to expose one’s self to
the penalties of sacrilege. By laws to which
we have referred, you will get just what you
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seek after. Beware lest you bring to the in-
quiry too careless a heart, or a head too vain
of its understanding. Do not, however,
think that you can turn away and neglect
these things for one motive or another with
impunity. Your likes or dislikes cannot
change the orderings of Providence. If the
near approach of the spirit world be a fact,
then 1t remains a fact whether you like it or
not. On the other hand, if it be true that
these influences, for good or for evil, are
around about, and so near you, it behooves
you to understand their powers and mode of
action, lest in your wilful ignorance you suf-
fer approaches to which you would not know-
ingly be subject. In familiar phrase, if you
wish to know what company you keep, ever
influencing your feelings, your thoughts,
your actions, sometimes much more than the
friends and companions seen by your body’s
eye, look closely into your heart, for as that
1s, so shall your unseen companions be.
You cannot escape it. Understand your-
self rightly, make yourself what you know
you ought to be, and you will learn to thank
God for the sweet angel influences that guide

and guard you through every hour of your
life.
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Let not Spiritualism be rejected by out-
side observers, because they cannot see any
good yet accomplished by Misunder-
stood as it has been, much silent good has
been done that is not proclaimed aloud to the
world. By it many doubting minds have been
established in a faith in the future life of the
spirit ; whilst many more have been relieved
of the most depressing fears of the everlast-
ing retribution, the relentless eternity of
punishment, by learning that progress is the
law of God’s universe in the spirit world, as
in the earth life ; and the blessed consolat:on
of a divine hope has given them new courage
to try to attain a higher, better, holier con-
dition, according to their capacity, and not
according to the dogmas of their theology.
Still more good has been wrought out of
Spiritualism, through the very errors of its
early converts. Good has come out of the
wrongs committed under the name of Spirit-
ualism, by showing the sad inefficiency of the
Christian Church of this day. We say it
not in unkindness, but in sadness; we say it
not of any particular denomination or sect:
it 1s true of all, as out of all have come those
unhappy victims of their own weakness, who
have, in the name of Spiritualism, thrown
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off the cloak of religious observances under
which they had concealed the rottenness of
their hearts from the world’s knowledge, if
not from their own, and, availing of the as-
sumed authority of false teachers and proph-
ets, have in their actions confessed their
little faith. It is a fearful proof of the want
of true Christian grace, otP vitality in their
faith, that so many professors of the reli-
gion taught by Jesus, have been so easily
led astray. Let them not make recantanons,
and lay the blame on Spiritualism, for it is
but their own sins which have found them
out; they may rather thank God that any-
thing has come to show them their spiritual
condition.

Angels are about us, the spirit world has,
in this nineteenth century, been brought
near to the earth life to mingle its influences
for good, or forevil. Not, as it would seem,
by an entirely new law ; for these thmgs have
been before ; but to an extent, and in a man-
ner, which indicate, and are proclaimed as
showing, a new dispensation in the provi-
dence of God. Exactly what this new dis-
pensation will unfold is not for man to know
yet, but that it is ushering in one of those great
epochs in the progressive history of the earth
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and its creatures, to which we have in the be-
ginning referred, we do believe. Far be it from
us to presume to reach too far into the plans
of the Almighty; but it is our solemn con-
viction, that these things do announce that
second coming of which the Scriptures teach.

The condition of the earth and its people,
the signs of the times, indicate this more than
ever before ; whilst the near presence of the
spirit world brings with it holy influences
which must elevate and splrxtuallze all of
earth’s creatures who will receive them, and,

as good is ever stronger than evil, will, sooner
or later, drive off.into outer darkness all who
\Vllfullv reject and oppose them out of the
ignorance, or the wickedness, of their hearts.

If God’s holy angels can and do so come, why
may not the blessed spirit of fesus come too?
Has he not come already 2 Is he not in the
midst of us even now, and we know him not ?

May, 1862.
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ARTICLE II.

HzarT aAND HEAD — THEIR ANTAGONISM.

Origin, growth and present state of antagonism be-
tween intellectual and spiritual culture.— The old
church and its short comings.

“ Behold, I make all things new.”

Havine endeavored to show that there is
a true spirituality underlying the external ex-
pression of Modern Spiritualism, we would
now try to remove the chief obstacle which
has prevented many conscientious persons
from finding out this inner life, by explain-
ing the origin, growth, and present state of
the antagonism between intellectual, and pure
spiritual culture. This branch ofthe Inquiry
may not be interesting to all readers, but we
deem it indispensable thatit should be thor-
oughly examined, and fully comprehended,
before the more educated part of the com-
munity, as a whole, can be in condition to
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receive the truth. We would reiterate, that
we write wholly from a desire, under God’s
blessing, to give to others the light which
has been given to us; understanding that
what we have to say cannot of itself persuade,
but only make others receptive to the 7nflu-
ences which God 1s ready to pour in upon all
who will open themselves to the “Aowing in
of his spirit of love and truth.”

Nothing is more marked in the history of
opinion, whether relatmg to the commonest
interests of every-day life, or to the most
abstruse problems of scientific or metaphysi-
cal inquiry, than the disposition of mankind
to incline to extremes; on the one side in
their tenacity of things already established,
and on the other side in their correction of
acknowledged errors. Discovering their
mistakes slowly, men are apt to adopt views
directly opposite to the old ones, and for
that reason full of new error. Whether this
arises from a laudable desire to find the truth,
and hold it firmly when discovered, or whe-
ther it has its origin in man’s weak conceit,
leading him to assume the right and power
to fix the limits of knowledge, and declare
out of his own mouth the law, to the concep-
tion of which he has slowly attained, are
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questions which we believe might be carefully
considered with much profit to self-sufficient
humanity. The fact is admitted by all; and
the leaders in these opposite positions are
deemed the extremists of their time, and
properly so considered, whether they are on
the side of progress or conservatism. Kew,
however, are able, though recognizing the
fact, to attain a position nearer to the truth;

WhllSt most are content to flatter themselves
by pointing out the extreme views of others,
and pronouncing judgment on them even to
foolishness.

Of all extremists none are so unhappily
placed, at least for their own advantage, as
those who are on the side of conservatism ;
their case is almost hopeless. The extre-
mists of reform are ever moving on to new
thoughts and new life; making mistakes
enough in their self-anointed conceit, but
still getting lessons in their experience which
their conceit would not let them learn by the
gentler processes prepared by God for the
teaching of those his children who are willing
to humble themselves first before him, in
prayer for such light as he will vouchsafe to
give them in his own time, and in his own
way. Alas for the extremists of conservatism!
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They never try to rise; they wish for nothing
new, no matter how much for the better.
They remain, as they suppose, firmly fixed
on everlasting truth; till suddenly they dis-
cover that the foundation on which they
rested has rotted away, or become too weak
for the superstructure; and from being the
most comfortably secure, they find them-
selves the most uncomfortably insecure of all
the world. Inevitably they either float off
without sails, without rudder, without com-
pass, into a turbulent sea of doubt and dis-
traction; or, as the old ties give way, they
swing violently to the other and directly op-
posite extreme, yielding themselves to a
mixed rule made up largely of temper and
selfish chagrin, though its true character may
be concealed from themselves by their de-
clared and acknowledged desire to do as
nearly right as they can. Their motive may
seem to be good; but they were extremists
in their conservatism, and they are become
extremists in their new light. We have re-
markable instances of this in the political re-
lations of the American people at the present
time, when the most ultra conservatists give
expressions to violent sentiments which fairly
leave behind many of those whom they form-
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erly decried as dangerous, if not unprincipled
reformers. The same thing may be seen in
all the relations of life, if we will observe
them carefully, even in the most insignifi-
cant matters.

It is not to be expected that men should
be otherwise affected, and experience shows
that thev are not, in matters regarding their
rellglous and spiritual interests. A few cen-
turies ago, the civilized world was wholly
subjugated to the Church, which had usurped
to itself all authority over the minds and
hearts of men, so that both in mind and
heart man’s individuality was lost. In know-
ledge of temporal things he became a child;
and whenever the spirit world and its influ-
ences came near him, he fell at once into
blind superstition, which culminated, at dif-
ferent intervals among the nations, in the
various phases and terrors of witchcraft.

This assumption of the Church, arrogat-
ing to itself all knowledge, all power, in
things temporal, and in things spiritual,
though under the name of spiritual rule
only, led to the Reformation of the seven-
teenth century. Breaking from the thraldom
in which he had been held, man rushed into
the arena which he found world-wide,—nay,

52 63 e



= The Purity and Destiny o

limited only by the limits of his own ca-
pacity. Not all at once did he obtain free-
dom from church rule. Even now it is far
from complete in things purely spiritual; for
the dogmatic theology of Protestantism has
at times held, and does in some directions
now, well-nigh hold, in spiritual things, the
very supremacy which led to the outbreak
of the seventeenth century. But the old im-
pulse, the return pendulum-swing of opinion
started by the Reformation, continues; and,
believing that the old error was, in yielding
a blind obedience to the rule of those who
pretended to act wholly under spiritual guid-
ance, and thus made distrustful of all things
purely spiritual and cognizable first, if not
wholly, by the heart, man still 1s, as he has
been, for the last two or three centuries,
going to the other extreme, and letting in-
tellectual forces take the lead and control of
his development. The result is a disposition
to doubt everything not the subject of abso-
lute mdependent intellectual conception, and
this has led, in different nations and at dif-
ferent perlods, to conditions fatal to his hlgh—
est spiritual development. In France, it
reached a climax in the fearful reign of Rea-
son, and the bloody scenes of her great Rev-
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olution. Throughout all Europe it has re-
sulted often in a miserably unspiritual, if not
wholly Godless materialism. In our own
country the tendency has been to a material-
ism, not Godless, but wholly unsplrltual
The intellectual conception of the God prin-
ciple has been retained, and he has been per-
mitted to reign abstracth through such laws
as science has been able to investigate ; but
he has been a God of the head only, not of
the heart. The tendency has been to recog-
nize his power in the world’s creation, and
perhaps in the daily orderings of the world’s
life, but to ignore and deny the possibility
of a spiritual relation between man and his
Creator, other than man’s ever-varying con-
ceptions of his attributes.

In struggling to escape from the thraldom
of the old church, man has succeeded so far
as to be no longer subject in temporal things,
and to a great extent in spiritual things, to
its dominion. We see comparatively little
of the old superstitious relation between the
priest and the people. But-in denymg
the authority of the Church, and exercising
his own thought upon spmtual things, man
has been carried to the opposite extreme of
independence, and come to rely wholly on
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his own strength, forgetting that there was a
God behind the Church, whose power, whose
love, the Church had arrogated to itself, and
therefore lost its influence. Nay, the indi-
vidual man has fallen into the very error
which has led to the destruction of the
Church’s power, and constituted himself as
the Church, with all knowledge, all power.
As surely as the Church has lost its high
position and power, so surely must individual
man be humbled before the true, the only
Church, which is of Christ. “It may or
may not be a matter of regret,” said an
observant preacher, recently, “that church
organizations seem to be crumbling; the
great fact is left, that, where two or three are
gathered together in the true Christ spirit,
there will always be a true Church.” He
might have added, there only has the true
Church ever been.

Still, progress is the law; and from this
extreme 1ntellectual development has come
the power to resist the tendency to supersti-
tion in spiritual things which was almost
unavoidable during man’s thraldom to the
Church,—a power without which he would
not have been able to bear the recent advent
of spiritual phenomena. The want of this
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power is even now shown in many individ-
uals, who from mere fear are unable to
approach the subject of Spiritualism, as pre-
sented in the more striking physical manifes-
tations, though few are bold and truthful
enough to themselves and their fellows to
acknowledge their weakness. The old
church superstition is not all worked out of
them, though they little suspected it till these
recent strange things forced them to show
the fact in their actions, if not in words. A
few of these timid ones try to persuade them-
selves that their fear is a proper fear of
trenching upon sacred ground, an unwilling-
ness to pry into the things upon which God
has set the seal of mystery. But these either
deceive themselves as to the fact, or their
feeling 1s but another form of the old super-
stitton which taught that the priest alone
could know the ways of God. Let them
remember that Christ died for all men, and
to all men is 1t given to penetrate the very
depths of spiritual things, if they will become
worthy to be so blessed. To him that ask-
eth, if it be in the right spirit, it shall be
given. To him that knocketh in the name
of Jesus, it shall be opened.

Believing, then, that out of this intellec-
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tual freedom has come to most men of this
day and generation the ability to bear the
approach of spirit phenomena, so far as to
examine them without falling into the old
superstition of witchcraft, we would endeavor
to show more particularly how this has been
brought about; to explain the working of
the elements of head and heart, mind and
spirit, which have heretofore held such antag-
onistic relations, and thus to reach, if we can,
the true philosophy of this branch of the
subject. We ask the candid reader’s careful
attention.

Thought and spirit are real things. They
have substance, refined, as compared with
material things, even up to sublimity ; still
they are real, substantial existences. It 1s
difficult for us to come to a conception of
this idea, this fact; and perhaps it is suffi-
cient for the present to recognize them only
as forces, of substance too ethereal and subli-
mated to be recognizable by the senses of
the body, yet living forces. Now it cannot
be denied that, since the Reformation of the
seventeenth century, it has been the ever-
increasing tendency of Protestantism to give
unlimited sway and supremacy to intellect,
and to reject all phenomena, all manifesta-
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tions, which could not be dlscerncd through
the ordinary avenues of intellectual concep-
tion, and recognized through the ordinary
charmels of external sense. Thus, by the
deliberate exercise of his will, the forces of
man’s intellect have been held in direct and
successful opposition to the forces of his in-
ner or spiritual life. The idea of spiritual
discernment, as understood in the days of
the Apostles, has been utterly repudiated, as
having no possible place in our wise-think-
ing heads, and any suggestion of such a pos-
SIblhtv in these days utterly rejected. Here
1S a p]am direct antagonism between subjects
of external intellectual conception, and things
of the spirit, to be spiritually discerned.
From this antagonism has arisen the diffi-
culty, especially of educated people, in re-
celving spirit manifestations, whether of the
purer and more refined, or of the grosser
kinds; there being as many dt—:grces of re-
finement among spmts, as mansions to re-
ceive them in the spirit world. The more
men have been educated in the schools of the
day, the greater has been their difficulty as
regards these spiritual things. Too great con-
fidence in their intellectual acqmrements or,
to speak in plain terms, though not in un-
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kindness, their self-reliant intellectual conceit,
has repelled, or made impossible, all direct
approaches from the spirit world. Herein
we find the key to what has heretofore been
considered the mystery of faith. There are
three conditions to which the idea of faith
has relation. First, entire disbelief; second,
indifference as to belief, or mere willingness
not to reject; and, third, active belief. In
these three conditions are the three degrees :
first, direct antagonism of the intellectual
forces agamst the spiritual forces; second, a
mere suspension of hostilities, with more or
less of a guard to watch the enemy; and,
third, the open receptiveness, the glad wel-
come to all the gifts and graces of the spirit,
with all their accompanying blessings as they
are worked out into external, or more ma-
terial expression, on the earth plane.

There 1s no new law in these conditions.
It prevailed equa]l in those early days
when the Holy Spirit was manifested on
earth in the form ofp Jesus. Itwas amongst
the ignorant fishermen that he, the Naza-
rene, the carpenter’s son, found his first dis-
ciples ; simple-minded men,who had nothin
to unlearn, and little, if any, intellectual an-
tagonism to overcome. The educated men of
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his day would not receive him. To the fisher-
men it was enough for him to say, “ Follow
me,”’— whilst it required a miraculous inter-
vention to reach the heart of Paul. So, too,
in the more external workings and expression
of the spirit power, what might be called
the more physical manifestations of spirit,
wrought out through Jesus, the same law
prevailed ; and we are told in the Scripture
record, that the want of faith, or rather
their active disbelief, the intellectual antag-
onism, prevented a certain district of the
Jewish people from beholding the wonder-
workings of the miraculous power. Oix &
vato éxel oddeplay Stvapy mworjsar, el pi, etc., “And
he could there do no mighty work, save,”
etc. ; was not able to do 1s the literal transla-
tion, as it is the only meaning of the origi-
nal Greek, though commentators find great
difficulty in accepting it, because of the
standpoint from which they take their view.!

By this same law of antagonism between
mind and spirit power, have many persons
been utterly prevented from witnessing even
the grossest forms of spirit manifestation in

! Gospel according to Mark, chap. vi. verses § and 6; also
Matthew, chap. xiii.,, verse 58. See note to this last verse in
Barnes's Notes on the Gospels.
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these latter days. Learned men,relying on the
education of their heads, have again and again
endeavored to hear even the simple rappings
with more or less conscious desire and will,
not to find out what the strange thing was,
but to prove that it was not what it purpor-
ted to be; and they have gone away reas-
sured in their wisdom of this earth, which in
such an inquiry 1s indeed very “foolishness.”
In obedience to this same law, there was a
gradual disappearance, and latterly, up to the
commencement of the rappings, there has
been a remarkable cessation of all the mani-
festations, which in the days of church rule
resulted in superstition and witchcraft. Ap-
pearing at intervals in the gradual decline of
the Church’s power, the fact of this final
entire cessation has always been to our minds,
until recently, quite inexplicable. Here and
there, to be sure, we had heard of what were
called haunted houses, and we had read of
the Wesley rappings; but our education had
taught us to consider all such things as man-
ifestations of anything but spirit power, and
most probably as the result of deluded ima-
ginations. Still, Mansfield on the English
bench, and Sewall on this side, had soberly
sat in judgment, and had condemned on the
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evidence ; and the alternative has been either
to deny the facts and stultify Mansfield and
Sewall, as indeed we believe Sewall, later in
life, did for himself; or to admit the facts in
some way, and wonder why such things had
so entirely disappeared in modern times.
We now understand that this cessation of
spirit manifestations has been owing to the
power of mental forces, held by the will in
antagonism with the spirit forces.

Let it be supposed, then, for the sake of
the argument, if the position cannot other-
wise be admitted by our readers, that, in the
fullness of time, the period had come when
the spirit world was moved through its depths
to draw near to the earth life. How could
it, under the condition of things which we
have endeavored to explain, how could it
signify its approach and near presence? It
has often been objected to modern spmt
phenomena, that their method of expression
1s so mundane, so unsplrttual though claim-
ing to be of spirit orlgm The objectors
have demanded that the spmts should come
with gentler approaches, and in more ethereal
guise. But 1t must be remembered that
spiritual things, in what may be termed their
more natural expression, can only be spirit-
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ually discerned; and how, we would ask,
could these spiritual things be discerned by
a race who utterly repudiated the possibility
of such a manifestation, and deemed such an
idea foolishness? Nay, how could the spir-
itual world even come near enough to be
spiritually discerned by a people who were
all the time repelling it, by the antagonism
of which we have spokenP A little reflec-
tion shows that it was only through material
signs, to be recognized bv the senses of the
material body, that the spirit world could
begin to effect any approach. It was because
the world in the flesh was deaf to the still
small voice, that resort to the gross, or mate-
rial manifestations, by rappings, was neces-
sary. Even these manifestations owed part
of their influence to, if they were not
necessarily preceded by, the phenomena of
mesmerism or animal magnetism, to the
laws of which recourse has so often been had
for an explanation of the spirit phenomena,
which otherwise would have compelled many
minds to admit that they were what they
purported to be. Thus gradually, through
the three degrees above named as associated
with the idea of faith, has the antagonism
been removed, and thus is it still being re-
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moved, and the opposition so disarmed, that
the finer, and purely spiritual manifestations
begin to be received by those who have
clambered over the stumbling-blocks in their
way, and to the spiritually-developed the
things of the spirit begin to be opened, and
by them spiritually discerned. But, oh!
through what struggles, what suffermgs has
this knowledge of spiritual things been
attained. The utter repudiation of the
possibility of spirit expression and commu-
nion has led to public and private persecu-
tion worthy of other days. Men have
chargcd the folly, if not the crlme, of
superstition upon all the early votaries of
modern Spiritualism; and public opinion,
instead of the burning stake, has been, and
still 1s, the fiery ordeal to which the conscien-
tious believer finds himself bound in bitter
agony, whilst nearest and dearest friends are
willing to add fuel to the fire, and blow the
flame, till the victim yields his faith, or
through spiritual power is raised trium-
phantly, like the martyrs of old, above all
consciousness of suffering.

By degrees the supremacy of pure intel-
lectual knowledge and insight is giving way ;
and, having become willing to throw aside

v 75 3



o The Purity and Destiny o

their conceit of intellect, men are beginning
to sit down humbly before true spiritual
culture, and receive the inspirations from
spirit life that have long been waiting to
bless them, but they would not accept.
Their intellectual development has liberated
men from those idle fears and low concep-
tions which formerly led to witchcraft and
its fearful persecutions; whilst the same con-
dition of development has led, at the outset
of the investigation of modern Spiritualism,
to purely intellectual conceptions of the sub-
ject, through inquiries originating in the head,
much oftener than in the heart. The idle
curiosity, flattering itself often under the
guise of scientific authority, which has from
the beginning put the questions suggested
by its vain conceit, has been met and
answered 1n a way well calculated to put 1t
to the blush. The spirit of the inquiry has
been promptly met by its brother spirit in
the spirit life; and all by the force of laws
which the wise in the wisdom of this earth
have been slow to comprehend, assuming
that they were already well enough in-
formed on all matters of spirit life, power,
and manifestation, because they had reached
to a comprehension of some of the laws
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by which its Creator regulates his material
creation.

It may be claimed by different branches
of the Christian church, that they do not
deny the proper supremacy of pure heart
culture when brought into comparison
with the wisdom of the head, though they
perhaps have not distinctly recognwed the
antagonism which we have shown to exist.
In the Catholic Church, particularly, has the
position been mamtamed, and practlcally
carried out, that the danger in giving free
scope to intellectual investigation in spiritual
things certainly, and perhaps to some ex-
tent in temporal things, was so great, that
the popular mind could not bear exposure
to it, and hence the argument in support of
blind church rule, and mysterious rites in
their religious services, conducted in an un-
known tongue by the initiated priest. So,
too, with the dogmas of the Protestant
churches, insisted upon as articles of faith,
and involving points of doctrine which had
been worked out by the leaders of the
Church, who alone could be lifted up to a
true contemplatlon of their inner sense; a
position of strange inconsistency for Prot-
estantism, as recognized by all freethinkers,
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and justly rebuked by the parent church.

But, passing by this question of inconsis-
tency, and admitting the merit in this fear of
intellectual supremacy, let us look a little at
the character of the substitute offered in
compensation for the loss of the intellectual
investigation which has not been permitted.
It 1s in this direction, as it seems to us, that
the Church has deceived itself, and out of
this self-deception that-it is so powerless to
put an end to the fearful sway of selfishness,
which now rules with nations and individuals.

So much stress has been laid upon the im-
portance of articles of faith, that the masses
have been content with holdmg to these, if
indeed they have not been directly taught
that these alone were sufficient for their sal-
vation. Catholicism and dogmatic Protest-
antism have pointed out a danger in too
independent action of the intellect upon spiri-
tual things, but their position in this regard
has been substantially a negative one only,
so long as they have furnished no better
substitute for the right of free inquiry than
simple obedience to their own authority,
whether expressed in blind church rule, or
theological dogmas. Thus has it happened
that all the while, in spite of Catholic church
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rule and Protestant dogmatic authority, the
intellectual forces of men, starved into inde-
pendent self-reliant action, have been at-
taining the ascendancy each day more and
more, and the antagonism of which we have
spoken become established.

1f the Church had not assumed to possess
all knowledge and all powerin spiritual things,
and taken upon itself the responsibility of
true enlightenment, thus relieving men of
their individual responsibility to know and
understand their true relation to God and
their fellow-men ; if it had not offered itself
as the Mediator between them and their
Creator, but had rather denied itself alway,
and offered Christ as the only Mediator; if
by its own example it had taught men to
humble themselves, each one, before God,
in prayer for such light and such blessings
as he might see were needed, and vouchsate
to send them ; then indeed would a good
work have been done, and the Church of
this day been entitled to a tribute of praise
and thanks from its equally humble followers.
But pride, conceit,and self-reliance have been
its attributes, and its children could hardly
be expected to be superior to their spiritual

guide. The happy middle course of humble,
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prayerful, individual development was hard
to find out under such conditions; and few,
very few, have found and followed it.

We do not understand, and would not for
a moment suggest, that the intellectual facul-
ties of our nature are to be lost, or even kept
in abeyance, but made subordinate to pure
heart or spiritual culture, so that only true
knowledge can, and shall, be offered to man’s
comprehension. Then all things of the spirit
shall be accepted by, and made reasonable to,
the mental faculties, which will sit humbly
waltmg for God’s movement, and not trusting
in themselves to work out thelr own knowl-
edge in their own way, which leadeth to de-
struction. The equal development of heart
and head, the beautiful harmonious result of
a true 1elat10n between the spiritual and men-
tal forces, in which alone can be found the
perfect man, is yet to come ; and the grave
question now proposed to the world is,
whether the time for the establishment of
that harmonious relation is not at hand ! It
can come in no other way than through a
pure spiritual Christianity, such as the
world has not seen yet, with the Christ spirit,
and not human intellect, under any guise of
creed or doctrine, recognized as the only
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test of a true church. It 1s then, and not
till then, that the prayer so often on the lips
of men is to be answered; then, when God’s
kingdom shall come, and his will be done
on earth, even as it 1s done in heaven.

If it be true—and Spiritualists know it to
be true—that messages from angel forerun-
ners have announced the coming of that
kingdom as close at hand, when Christ shall
return to earth, and reign in the name of the
Father, 1s 1t well, nay, 1s it safe, to pass the
messengers, or the message, by unheeded?
If it should be that they are messengers of
truth, are you ready, are you prepared, to
bear the quickening power of the Spirit? Al
ready is it at the nation’s door. Already
have the elements of war and fratricidal strife
in this people been worked out into fearful
expression. Be not deceived because this
appears to have been done by natural causes.
Wait not till the influence has penetrated to
the very hearthstones of your homes, for
there too shall its quickening power yet be
felt, and the elements of disease and death be
driven out into expression more fearful even
than on the battle-field. Purify your homes,
purify your hearts, purify your bodies, punfy
your lives! Wait not for the purification
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which shall be a consuming fire. Even now
does the mighty voice sound through the air,
as heard of old by the Prophet of Revela-
tions, and audible to him that hath an ear to
hear are those momentous words, “ BEHoLD,
I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW !”
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ARTICLE II1.

SPIRITUALISM AND MATERIAL INTERESTS.

Knowledge the foundation of a living Faith.— Spirit-
ualism breaks up too absorbing devotion to ma-
terial interests, and opens the way to nearer ap-
proach and indwelling of the very Highest.—
The signs wanting which should “follow them that
believe.” — Our civil war and its lessons.— Of
what avail this modern necromancy.— A new Dis-
pensation ?— Two exemplifications of the work of
Modern Spiritualism, External and Internal.

“ And he shewed me a pure river of water of life.”

AcaiNn we find ourselves filled to over-
flowing with thoughts restlessly demanding
expression. Again we are moved by a deep
heart-felt desire to communicate to others,
would 1t could be to all the world, some idea
of the rich blessing, the joy unspeakable,
which we have received from a knowledge of
things spiritual, as opened to us through
Modern Spiritualism. We say knowledge of
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things spiritual: for it is no conventional
creed ; no philosophical, or mystical, shaping
of our human conceit; no ingenuity of our
poor brains. It is knowledge in very truth:
a certainty; an experience; a living reality ;
without which now, life would become to us
almost insupportable, the world would seem
a barren waste deprived of the indispensable
sunlight of God’s love. The soul recog-
nizes and rejoices over this blessmg, the rich-
est in the Father’s bestowal, at all times, and
in all events. It is drawn in with every
breath; it courses through every vein; it
moves, it leads, 1t guides, it guards, in every
emotion, every thought, every action of our
waking, or sleeping existence. It is the
presence of the living God! The willing
spirit listens to its heart promptings, and
child like yields every wish of its own to the
gentle ruling of a Father’s love. Under its
mﬂuence, human pnde is let down from all
assumptlon and conceit. The soul recog-
nizes in its inner sense, and its outer expe-
rience, that the divine gu1dance is ever direct-
ing and helping in matters seemingly the
most trivial, as well as in those otherwise
supposed to be most momentous, and so goes
on in its daily occupation, rejoicing equally in
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large and small duties, for in all and each, it
humbly feels that it is doing, or at least try-
ing to do, only the Father’s will.

As we look into the world of life around
us, we feel, we know, that there too, as well
as in ourselves, the power of God, is alive
and at work ; and no living creature, no cre-
ated thing, is too insignificant to be a sharer
of our sympathy as coming from the hand of
the same maker with ourselves, and sustained
by the same love. Thus no difference of ex-
ternal position, or surroundings; no appar-
ent preference or exaltation of one creature
above another, of one human bemg over his
fellows astonishes or deludes us Into any-
thing like creature worship, or brings any the
least desire to sacrifice to worldly pomp or
circumstance All creatures and all thmgc;
are in their proper sphere and place, moving
on in accordance with a mighty law of devel-
opment, which no man can fully comprehend.
Happy those who can recognize the Father’s
guiding and sustaining hand through it all.
Thrice happy those who can fall gently in
with the current, and acquiescing in the wis-
dom of all thmgs, without struggle or resist-
ance, humbly seek the more to know and feel
the Father s ever present protection and
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care, the more the course of events, near and
“far, large and small, becomes complicated
and inexplicable to their feeble comprehen-
sion. Oh, that this faith, this living faith
could be a reality of experience to all. May
God’s blessing go with our humble effort to
communicate and explain to others some-
thing of this life divine, so that the desire in
their hearts may unfold into a faith that shall
open them to the influences of the Holy
Spirit. Thou knowest, Father, that this
wish 1s expressed in no vain conceit of our
own wealth ; that it is no foolish boast of the
blessings with which Thou hast crowned
our life. As we are true unto the truth as
it 1s in Christ, be Thou unto us, and unto
this labor !

“That the desire in their hearts may un-
fold into a faith that shall open them to the
influences of the Holy Spirit”! Let no
one take offence at this; but rather let every
one inquire soberly what it signifies. What
does it mean, that in this day of Christian
development, with so many men and women
to be found throughout this religiously en-
lightened people,who have experienced the
movings of the spirit within, and become, in
the church sense, reconciled unto God, and
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with so many more who have felt their inner
natures touched by the divine presence, and
the secret chambers of their hearts illumined
by a divine light, not their own; what does
this call mean, which says to such, and we
ladly admit there are many such, that their
%aith needs yet to be unfolded, and their
hearts to be “opened to the influences of the
Holy Spirit”?  Certainly it is not intended
to be a captious, fault-finding complaint, or
rebuke. It 1s rather an invitation to still
further development, to a finer growth, a
higher life of the spirit, a more complete
realization, in every day practical life, of all
the blessings which are involved in, and
spring from, the Christian faith; a more
abundant blossoming and fruition in those
gifts and graces of the spirit, which in the
days of the early disciples of Jesus were dis-
tinctly recognized as the natural outgrowth,
as they were the visible evidences of a true
Christian life. The highest received Chris-
tianity of the churches of to-day, stops far
short in its practical outworking of the Chris-
tianity taught, and if we may believe the
record, actually realized amongst the early
converts, the first disciples of the humble
Nazarene. And this without any reason,
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or explanation, offered or received ; and when
referred to by some honest inquirer for a
cause, 1s admitted, with the cold, insufficient
comment, that those times are not these
times. In other words, the men and women
of those days, when the world was almost
two thousand years younger in its develop-
ment than now, are admitted to have been
capable of spiritual attainments, which we of
this day cannot aspire to! What has the
world been about all this time, that such
should be the comparative condition of those
who are so apt, in all other things, to boast
of their modern civilization? Can it be be-
lieved, that the good seed sown by the Mas-
ter’'s hand has been all this time germinating,
the divine influence by him implanted upon
our earth sphere has been so long, and so
widely, rooting, W1thout some progress in the
capacity of man’s nature to receive, and ex-
press, a higher type of Christian develop-
ment, than it was possible for the men of the
early centuries to attain ; instead of our being
unable even to equal them! The truth is,
not only that the good seed has been ger-
minating, but that the natural man has been
going through a process of decay. There
has been a breaking down of the walls of
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the flesh ; human nature has been changing ;
becoming less and less gross in its animal de-
velopment, and consequently more and more
susceptible to spirit influences ; and that the
manifestations of spirit presence and power
in these days, are uncontrovertible evidences
of the fact. But we may be content, for the
present, to rise to those spiritual attainments
with which, the record tells us, the early
Christian disciples were blessed. When
those are reached, it will be time enough to
aim at higher growth, and loftier elevations,
of the spirit’s life.

The first step towards progress is the
admission of present wants, the acknowl-
edgment of present short comings, the
recognition of something better and higher,
which we have not yet reached. Every one
admits that there 1s no condition so fatal to
Christian development, as a satisfaction and
contentment with present attainments. In
order therefore that the class of professing
Christians, to whom we have above referred,
may be reminded how far short they are of
the living faith which Jesus offered to his
contemporaries, and by the wonderfully pre-
served record, as well as by the influences
now pouring in upon the world, offers unto
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us, we would ask such to put a few searching
questions to themselves, which shall reach to
the heart, without disguise of any sort.
When these questions have been seriously
considered, they will be more willing to
admit the necessity, and better able to receive
the blessings, of a new dispensation, whose
first work is to revivify the ancient faith
which bears such stinted fruit in their lives.

Beginning with the more visible signs of
faith ; where do we find a professor of the
Christian life in these days who, through his
religious development, can show, we do not
say boast of, for they are in no sense a sub-
ject for pride, any of those signs, which in
the words of Jesus, as recorded by St. Mark,
“shall follow them that believe ”—“In my
name,” said the Master, “shall they cast out
devils ; they shall speak with new tongues;
they shall take up serpents; and if they
drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt
them ; they shall lay hands on the sick, and
they shall recover”! Who of them, we ask,
can show a faith responsive to those other
words recorded by St. John, ¢ He that be-
lieveth on me, the works that I do, shall he
do also, and greater works than these shall
he do” ! Who, again we ask, can show any
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of those glfts of the spirit enumerated by St.
Paul as the natural result and evidence of a
knowledge of Christ, when accompamed with
the gift of charity? How is it that none of
these persons can show even the signs and
gifts which have, in these latter days, made
their appearance amongst so many that are
not recognized as the truest followers of
Christ, if indeed they are not often wholly
w1th0ut that spirit of charity, or love, the
want of which, says St. Paul so truly, renders
these gifts Valueless It may almost be said,
that instead of the members of the modern
Christian church showing in themselves any
of the gifts of the spirit, they are apt to con-
demn unheard any one who seems to possess
these gifts, as on that very account, to be
excluded from the Christian fold !

But passing by these external evidences
recognized by Christ himself as signs of
those who believe in him, what are the inner
proofs of progress in true Christian develop-
ment to be found in the professing members
of the modern church? For example, how
many of these have comprehended the mean-
in%, and practical application, of the Saviour’s
reference to the lily of the field, as a beauti-
ful exemplar for man to copy in his daily
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life? How many are there who begin to
take no thought for the morrow, what they
shall eat, or what they shall drink, or where-
withal they shall be clothed? How many
who really believe, and carry into practice
their faith, that if they will seek the Kingdom
of Heaven first, all those things “shall be
added unto them.” To earn a livelihood,
to gain an independence, 1s proclaimed and
approved as the great aim, the first object of
every man’s ambition ; not to find out what
service his Creator would have him do, what
field is open for him to accomplish the high-
est, greatest good; not what the unselfish
promptings of the spirit within would have
him attain to, but what avenue is most open
by which he can reach what his friends, and
all the world, call success. Occasionally, to
be sure, a young man begins his career with
vague notions of usefulness; but they are
either soon crushed out of him by contact
with the stern realities of life, which come to
try him, and prevail against his better feel-
ings, for the reason that he has not that
living faith which can sense and follow the
leadings of the Spirit, and patiently leave
results to the wisdom of God; or he sinks
in despair at the apparent fruitlessness of his

e 92 S



o of abodern Spivitualism (S

efforts, and dies early of a broken heart.
The pulpit does indeed insist upon the abso-
lute importance of every man’s loving God
with his whole heart, being just in all his
dealings, and in short carrying his religion
into his business; but does it sufficiently
teach that a true development in Christ 1s
itself a business, the first business, it may
almost be said, the only business that
peremptorily demands his attention ; for the
Kingdom of Heaven first attained, the fruits
of all other business shall, in natural course,
be added unto, and crown his life with many
joys. Men and women have yet to feel that
in the performance of all the daily avocations
of life, in every position and capacity, they
are doing God’s business, not their own!
When they can feel this, the work of life, in
all its details, will go on with a harmony that
shall chord with the very music of the
spheres ; for then will they have sought the
Kingdom of Heaven first, and will do their
daily labor, not for the sake of the bread
that shall be earned by it, but for the joy in
doing the Father’s will; trusting that their
daily bread will be glven to them in due
season in answer to their daily prayer, as
naturally, and as surely, as the elements
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bring to the lily of the field the food it needs
for its daily growth, and the materials where-
with to weave the beautiful fabric of its
matchless raiment.

A much severer test of the development
of those who openly and formally profess
their faith in Christ, is to be found in their
conduct at this perlod of national judgment®
and condemnation, when if ever there seems
to be a call for all the cardinal Christian vir-
tues, Farra, Horg, and Cuariry. We feel
that the leadmg spirit of the great Southern
Rebellion 1s a wicked one. We believe
equally, that many, if not the most of the
combatants on both sides, certainly of those
who have gone forth to crush it with death-
bearing weapons of war, have been, and are,
actuated by their highest sense of self-sacri-
ficing duty, and shall receive their reward
accordingly.  But do these considerations
alter the fact that war is not, and cannot by
any sophistry be made, consistent with the
teachings of the gentle Jesus, whom they in
other things profess to follow. Undoubtedly
every man does right who acts up to his high-
est sense of duty; but is that sense of duty
necessarily according to the Christ-spirit of

11863.
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love, because it is the man’s highest sense?
The highest sense of duty with the ancient
Jew was in exact retaliation, “an eye for an
eye, a tooth for a tooth.” But Christ has
taught, nay, in love commanded, ¢ That ye
resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the
other also.” “ Love your enemies, bless
. them that curse you, do good to them that
hate you, and pray for them which despite-
fully use you and persecute you” are the
words of the Master, spoken without reser-
vation of any kind. Some persons, a little
more tender than others, feeling the incon-
sistency, have talked about laying aside their
Christianity for the war, as they, with their
short external vision, have found themselves
unable to see how the struggles of the day
could be carried out to a successful issue
without the recourse toarms; instead of act-
ing up to their inner sense of Christian duty,
and leaving results to Him who rejoices more
to be worshipped asa God of love and peace,
than appealed toas a God of battles. Have
these persons forgotten how the walls of Jer-
icho fell down at the sound of trumpets
blown with a blast of lving faith! Have
they never read how, more than once, the
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enemies of Israel were scattered by the inter-
position of divine power, without a blow
struck by the Sword of Gideon; and this
long before the people were blessed with the
light of the Gospels! Is it not time the
world began to understand, that if in the or-
derings of God’s providence there is need of
men to fight, it is because there are men
whose progress in Chnstian development has
not yet rooted out the elements of war from
their natures. No pure health can be en-
joyed by the human system so long as dis-
ease 1s lurking in the vital parts; and as long
as the passions that culminate in war are cir-
culating in humanity, no matter how deep
under the surface, so long will occasions be
presented for working them out; it being
always the prerogative of God, and of Him
only, to bring good out of this direful evil.
If we are asked what we would have men
do in this emergency of the nation’s existence,
we would say, let every one go to his God in
humble, earnest prayer for such knowledge
as shall show him his highest duty, and when
found, do it unselfishly, with all his might.
Let him not however deceive himself by sup-
posing that he is therefore acting up to the
Christ teachings, because he is fulfilling what
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he finds to be his highest duty. Butlet him
rather pray the more earnestly to God that
he may receive the true Christ spirit, and
sense of Christian duty, the more he finds
himself called to act at variance with the
clear, unmistakable precepts of the Founder
of his professed faith; for it is a thing of
growth, and nothmg short of miraculous in-
tervention will give him the true sense, the
true light atonce. The trouble is, that men,

havmg no knowledge of, and giving no rec-
ogni-ion to the guidance of the Spirit, use
their minds first to find out what course of
conduct to pursue, and then go to God to
ask his help in carrying out their plans of
management; instead of lifting up their hearts
first in humble prayer to Him for guidance,
and then following the lead of the Spirit with
all their minds ! Thus it is that we have had
all the while the strange spectacle presented,

apparently so contradictory, in the civil war
now raging, of clergy and laity on both sides,
sending up fervent appeals to their God of
battles to bless each their cause, which each
had previously in the exercise of their wise
self-relying heads, stimulated more or less by
their passions, determined should be main-
tained and defended by all the arts of war
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of which modern Christian civilization can
boast !

In another relation, one which concerns
humanity perhaps more nearly than any
other, inasmuch as every child that is born
into carth life 1s fashioned according to its
conditions, we mean the marriage relation,
we would ask, how nearly do men and wo-
men conform to the true Christ life? Is
this relation conducted in accordance with
that Christ spirit which teaches them to love
one another as little children; and do they
herein show forth a living faith in those
words of Jesus, “ Whom God hath joined,
let no man put asunder”? The growmg
tendency in all legislation to facilitate divorce,
is a short answer to the latter question;
whilst the former is pointedly met, by simply
referring to the little improvementin the hu-
man race, both in its physmal and sp1r1tual
development, from generation to generation,
notwithstanding its changing conditions. But
we have too much to say upon this sacred
topic, to enlarge upon it at this time.

Other points of view might be taken, from
which a close scrutiny would show still fur-
ther inconsistencies between the teachings of
the Master, and the lives of his professed
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followers. Too long have these inconsis-
tencies been allowed to remain unmolested ;
too often have they given opportunity to un-
believing critics to frame arguments against
Christianity, which no honest man can an-
swer, and no sensitive soul hear without a
blush of shame. They have been kept too
much out of sight, and considered too much
out of the reach of modern faith to remedy.
But we hasten to meet the inquiry, which we
feel is pressing upon us, “ What has Modern
Spiritualism to offer towards helping men
out of these admitted inconsistencies?” We
have been told, says the inquirer, from the
Master’s own lips, that the hardness of heart,
which could not be touched by the sayings
of Moses and the Prophets, would “not be-
lieve, though one rose from the dead” ; and
it can hardly be supposed that any less ef-
ficacy to convert sinners is to be found in the
teachings of Jesus, than in the sayings of
Moses and the Prophets. ¢ Of what avail
to Christians then, this modern necromancy”!

An inquiry based upon such a suggestion
of argument, and it 1s the first suggested,
the most natural, and the most potent argu-
ment that can be used, indicates the idea of
Modern Spiritualism entertained by most
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