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The  papers which are here collected from various 
periodicals in which they have appeared, are in every 
sense essays in Inquiry. There is little in them for 
those who know ; for the Spiritualist who with cer
tainty explains, or for the Materialist who, with equal 
certainty, ignores. In spite of twelve years’ association 
with the Society for Psychical Research I can profess 
no special sources of information, impose no theories, 
dogmatise as to no deductions. I have no claim to 
the attention of others, but such as they may grant 
to a lifelong experience of some of the phenomena 
under consideration. My earliest fulfilled premonition 
was recorded when less than three years old, and 
though such things were a punishable offence in 
nursery and schoolroom, they persisted in right of 
heredity, of temperament, possibly of intercourse with 
Nature in her wilder utterances: psychic experience 
being a state to live in, not an art to acquire.
It is, perhaps, because certain of the phenomena 

called “psychic” are as familiar to me as any other 
phenomena of nature, that I do not regard them as in 
any sense supernatural, that I can approach them with 
more calm than the beginner, and less p a r ti p r is  than 
the convert; that I have nothing to ask of the pro
fessional medium, and no occasion for offence from the
vulgar trivialities of the stance.

▼



PREFACE

If I know anything, I know that psychic phenomena 
are not to he commanded, he their origin what it may. 
Mr. Andrew Lang has well said, “ No gentleman ques
tions the Umpire’s decision,” and if the voices of the 
Past shall speak, it is ours to listen, but not to evoke. 
He who “ordains the services of angels” as well as 
men, may send His messengers, but not, I think, to 
produce “poltergeist” phenomena. The veil of the 
Future may be lifted now and then, but not, I take 
it, at the bidding of a guinea fee in Bond Street. 
That we may momentarily transcend Time and Space, 
the temporary conditions of our mortality, I cannot 
doubt, but such phenomena are not to be commanded, 
nor of everyday occurrence, nor hastily to be assumed.
We have many hypotheses of explanation—tele

pathy and sub-conscious mental activity, and the de
ductions of unconscious memory and observation—and 
I think we should exhaust these, and more, before we 
assume that our phenomena are transcendental. They 
are strong to help and heal in proportion to our con
fidence in their origin and nature.
Many recent observations seem to point to possi

bilities of discovery of some law or force in Nature, 
which may add still further to the number of alter
natives, physical or psychological, which we have to 
consider before resorting to those which are psychic, 
and which may still further subtract from the number 
referred to the supernormal With Sir William Crookes 
and Professor Oliver Lodge to conduct investigation 
in England, and others, of only less eminence in the 
world of science, to watch our interests abroad and 
in America, we may await this issue in confidence of 
the single-heartedness, if not of the immediate result 
of their inquiry.
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That, at least in some directions, the exponents of 
Psychical Research cannot he accused of undue haste 
has been recently illustrated in the affairs of the Italian 
medium, Eusapia Paladino. Professor Chiaia, after 
experimenting with her almost daily for ten years, 
declared, in 1896, that he had constantly oscillated 
in regard to her phenomena between the greatest 
credulity and downright unbelief. In 1892, after the 
famous Milan experiments, Professor Richet of Paris, 
writing to Dr. Carl du Prel, said: “ What I saw is 
quite extraordinary, and either a mechanical normal 
explanation, or the hypothesis of fraud, by which we 
were one and all deceived, appears to me absurd. But 
the alternative—that is, the existence of spirits or of a 
force which has escaped the observation of the students 
of physical science through all time—is also absurd. 
What can one do in the face of these two absurdities 
but reserve one’s opinion, wait, and experiment further ? 
My conclusion is, therefore, I  do not know."
After the further experiments of 1894, carried on 

by scientific savants of world-wide reputation on a 
lonely island in the Mediterranean, where therefore 
collusion with the medium was an untenable hypo
thesis, Professor Lodge described the phenomena that 
had occurred—the movements of objects at a distance, 
the visible raising of heavy furniture under conditions 
normally impossible, the “graspings, pattings, clutch- 
ings of my head and arms and back, while the hands, 
head, and feet of the medium were under complete 
control, and nowhere near the persons touched.” “ The 
effects themselves,” he adds, “were not illusions, the 
phenomena do really occur. It remains to describe 
them, and, if possible, gradually, by continued investi
gation, to account for them.”
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Dr. Hodgson, who is the exploitewr of Madame 
Blavatsky and the entrepreneur of Mrs. Piper, doubted 
the evidence, and suggested that Eusapia had a dummy 
foot, and wore clips on her sleeves, though one would 
hesitate to accuse some of the first scientific observers 
in Europe of ignoring such rudimentary cheating as 
this; “attributing to us,” says Professor Lodge, “de
finite and deliberate falsehood.”
Accordingly, Dr. Hodgson came over to Cambridge, 

and the experiments were once more repeated, with 
the result, that though Professor Lodge maintained his 
original opinion, Mr. Myers wrote, “I had no doubt 
that systematic trickery had been used from first 
to last, and that there was no adequate ground for 
attributing any of the phenomena occurring at these 
sittings to a supernormal cause.”
During the whole of this time a separate series of 

investigations had been going on in Paris under the 
leadership of Dr. Dariex, Flammarion the great astro
nomer, Sully Prudhomme, and others, and they had 
practically come to the same conclusions as Professor 
Lodge, that, though the medium was ready to cheat 
when she got the chance, she produced undoubted 
phenomena when the chance was not given her, and 
after a very little experience it was not difficult to 
provide against opportunities for deception.

On January 27, 1899, the Society for Psychical 
Research assembled in the Westminster Town Hall to 
hear Professor Richet and Professor Lodge say over 
again what they had said in 1892 and 1894, and— 
Professor Lodge at all events—what he had main
tained, pace Mr. Myers, in 1895. The new element 
was that Mr. Myers withdrew what he had said in 
1895, and (subject to the revisal of Dr. Hodgson, now
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in America with Mrs. Piper) proposed to return to 
what he had said in 1892, and what Professor Lodge 
and the French savants had been saying all the time.
Moreover, we are now definitely told, what before 

was only whispered, that these movements at a dis
tance are effected, not by psychic but by physical force, 
that Eusapia develops, for the moment, another limb. 
In its early stages it is as hard as wood, says Professor 
Bichet, with a claw at the end, but when its materia
lisation is complete, it is a hand with the usual attri
butes of hands!
“Do I sleep, do I dream, or are spirits about?” is 

no longer an exhaustive question. Savants of world
wide reputation do not sleep or dream while experi
ments and discoveries of deepest import are in progress. 
Whether there are spirits about is not yet determined, 
but Eusapia’s prehensile appendage may be of the 
same nature as the- “ materialisations ” which Sir 
William Crookes long ago dealt with from the point 
of view of science, in his experiments with “Katie 
King”; the more that Eusapia claims to be “con
trolled” by a certain “John King,” familiar to the 
clients of several professional “ mediums.”
But if we have to accept ultimately some such ex

planation as this, it can only be—one would suppose 
—after exhausting the other alternative of which 
Professor Richet spoke, as “equally absurd,” that of 
some “force which has escaped the observation of 
the students of physical science.” That, however, was 
said in 1892, and the progress of physical science 
being more rapid than that of psychical inquiry, the 
intervening years have shown us several things which 
had escaped the observation of students of physical 
science, and so distinguished a savant as Professor
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Richet would probably put the case differently in 
1899. It may turn out, in short, that the study of 
Eusapia is one for the Royal Society rather than for 
the Society for Psychical Research.
On the whole, the problem of Eusapia seems—to 

some among us — of greater promise than that of 
Mrs. Piper, who is still under investigation in America. 
So far as has appeared, it involves no personal suffer
ing, Eusapia’s trances producing no physioal distress; 
moreover, the phenomena are of a less familiar and 
more tangible kind than those of thought-transference 
and alleged “spirit-communication”; and, above all, 
the evidence is that, not of emotional frequenters 
of stances, eagerly seeking messages from departed 
friends, but of Fellows of the Royal Society, professors 
of natural science, and physicians of experience and 
repute.
To some the association between Science and Psy

chical Research may seem more remote than history 
has shown it to be. We are living in an age when the 
voice of science is continually heard in our midst, and 
no subject is beyond her sphere, as may be seen by a 
perusal of the mere list of topics for discussion at the 
latest meeting of the British Association. In no age 
has psychical inquiry stood alone. Merely to trace its 
direction would involve die whole history of sociology, 
the geographical distribution of mankind, the tendency 
of races, the causes—individual, historical, literary, re
ligious—which turned the bent of the inquiry in this 
direction or in that; why, for example, should we asso
ciate divination with Egypt, astrology with Chaldea, 
magic with India, the appeal to oracles with Greece, 
witchcraft with the wandering races of Central Europe, 
or second-sight with the Highlanders of Scotland? The
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subject, though so immense and far-reaching, is, in its 
superficial aspects, by no means difficult of access. Its 
more obvious lines are familiar to every one; they are 
in every ballad, in every old wife’s fable, in every 
village tale. There are few branches to which the 
Old Testament does not introduce us—to Joseph and 
his divining-cup, to Saul and the witch of Endor, to 
the ghost of Samuel, to the whispering in the tops of 
the mulberry-trees which summoned Israel to war, to 
witches that peep and that mutter, to the stars that 
fight in their courses, to dreams and their interpreta
tion, to trance utterances and prophecy, to astrology 
and its leadings, to the apparent extension or suspen
sion of the laws of nature which we call “ miracle.”
Whether or no we are approaching a solution of 

this world-problem it would be difficult to say, but the 
student of history must admit that the rising con
sciousness of its importance is among the recognised 
features of the higher civilisation. Superstition has 
often paved the way for faith; inquiry is the root of all 
philosophy and of all science; it is only what Macaulay 
called the “ Cocksure,” from which nothing is to be 
hoped.

We shall find that, in all ages, the inquiry has 
taken the colour of the times—it has been in the 
hands of religion, or of science, or of the people, and 
has been important as one or other came uppermost; 
it has received its special direction from the individual 
force which treated of it at the moment. There were, 
no doubt, among Saul’s companions, some to whom the 
story of the ghost of Samuel seemed a mere visual hal
lucination, a telepathic impact from the witch herself, 
a hypnotic delusion, the trick of a fraudulent medium, 
or, in terms familiar in all ages, “ too much supper,” or
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a lie. Happily there was, once upon a time, so far as 
we know, a period when no one suggested an “ astral 
body,” or “magnetism,” or “odic force,” as universal 
keys to fit all wards, and it may be that the end of the 
century is perhaps yet one remove nearer to the safer 
attitude of I  don’t  know.
The belief in the continued existence and in the 

possible previous existence of man, is to be found in 
all ages and in every nation throughout the world. It 
is almost an instinct, and, as a matter for dread or for 
desire, has been part of the system of rewards and 
punishments of every stage of civilisation. It is the 
story alike of anthropology and of Christianity, of folk
lore and of the New Testament; it is told by the 
Pyramids of Egypt and the grave in the country 
churchyard, by the Towers of Silence in Persia and the 
wayside cross in Brittany, by the reverence for the 
Lares and Penates of Borne, by the funeral rites of all 
ages, by the very proverbs and nursery tales of every 
country.
It is with regret that I record the recent, and let us 

hope temporary, removal from the scene of “The 
Welsh Lourdes ” of Father Beauclerk, SJ., upon whose 
presence and personality, as I believe, the greater part 
of the success of the cures depend, and by whose self- 
sacrifice and devotion they have undoubtedly been 
revived. Those who are concerned to prove the exist
ence of miracle may say that this dependence should 
not be, forgetting that there are miracles of soul as 
well as of body; while, on the other hand, those whom 
talk of miracle offends, may gladly accept the pro
bable decadence of the shrine as satisfactory proof that 
the cures were those of mere “ Suggestion ” effected by 
a faith-inspiring personality. Be this as it may,



PREFACE T iii

miracle or suggestion, one regrets the subtraction of 
healing for pain, and comfort for sorrow, in a life in 
which suffering is more potent than theory, and 
charity more convincing than nomenclature.
Hypnotism is not in itself any part of the business 

of Psychical Research, and the fact that an interesting 
and elaborately evidential report of its progress was 
communicated by Dr. Bramwell at the last meeting of 
the British Medical Congress, is mentioned here only 
because Mr. Myers also read a paper on the same sub
ject from his especial point of view. He now adds the 
phenomena of hypnotism to those of hysteria as belong
ing to the same category with the inspirations of genius; 
and has formulated the proposition, speaking of the 
sense suggestions often imposed upon the minds of 
hypnotic subjects (though rather, one would have 
supposed, by the peripatetic "professor” than the 
physician) “ a t the Sistine Madonna was to Raphael, so to 
the hypnotic g irl is  the delusive cat ”—an analogy which 
some among us may not willingly admit If the de
lusions of hypnosis are an inspiration, why not those 
of delirium tremens or insanity, which have at least 
this in common with the inspiration of Raphael, that 
they are not due to external suggestion, but are created 
by the mind which produces them? England may 
have no poets now, her Art may not be that of altar- 
pieces, but even yet there are some among us to whom 
genius is differentiated from disease, to whom Art is 
not a morbid phenomenon, but to whom—ourselves 
dumb spirits in prison—it brings at once a memory 
and a hope; who look to a Raphael, or a Beethoven, or 
a Wordsworth, for reminder at once of the "trailing 
clouds of glory,” and “ the God who is our home.”
Perhaps, after all, despite the need one feels for
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the support and countenance of science, it is to the 
humanity, to the inherent emotions of man, that these 
subjects make their real appeal. The history of what, 
for want of a better name, we call “ Psychical Re
search,” is the history of man. Man is a worshipping 
animal, he looks before and after, he remembers, re
grets, anticipates — therefore he speculates and in
quires. He hopes and aspires to the infinite; he 
loves, and interrogates the past. He is conscious of 
his finality, and “ breaks into thens and whens the 
eternal Now.” He asks, u Where are our yester
days ? ” “ What will to-morrow bring ? ” and from age 
to age Religion, Science, Superstition, echo in varying 
tones what is, in its origin, only the universal cry of 
human pain.

A. GOODRICH-FREER.

February 1899.

NOTE

A s these pages are passing through the press I  have seen, fo r  
the fir s t time, a  verbatim report o f recent seances with M rs. 
Piper, bearing date from  December 7, 1898, to January 25, 
1899. The u secondary personality” o f  D r. Phinuit, by which 
she was controlled when in England, was often, from  the point 
o f view o f Thought Transference, interesting; and however 
rowdy, a t least never dull. The recent lucubrations are o f the 
type which D r. D u , in the case o f his medium the infamous 
Kelly, characterised as " Sermon-Stuffe,” and have not even a 
single evidential statement to differentiate them from  the usual 
twaddle o f  the average professional seance.
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PSYCHICAL RESEARCH B L O W

ERRATA.

Page 19, line 15, fo r “ super-exaggeration ” read sapper, ex
aggeration.

„ 22, „ 24, omit “ any.”

„ 162, ,, 6, fo r  M confirmed " read conformed.

„ 167, ,, 5, fo r  “ Purgatoris ” read expurgatorius.

„  207, „  25, fo r  “ regulate ” read relegate.

„  267, „  26, fo r  “ suffering” read sufferings.
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carious coincidences, the apparent accidents, which 
meet one in history and biography at every turn. 
There have been sporadic episodes of psychical pheno
mena and inquiry in England ever since England has 
been a nation. The followers of St. Columba must 
have brought stories of his second sight when they 
came, as Bede tells us, "to the Middle Angles, Mer
cians, and East Saxons, whose chief city was London, 
and instructed them in the liberal arts.” Merlin, at 
the court of King Arthur, the Specularii of the Middle 
Ages, Cornelius Agrippa in the sixteenth century, Dr. 
Dee at the court of Elizabeth, Lilly and Aubrey towards 
the end of the seventeenth century, are all landmarks 
in the history of Psychical Research in England. The
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PSYCHICAL RESEARCH IN THE 

VICTORIAN ERA

The  history of Psychical Research in the present 
reign is by no means conterminous, as some would 
have us think, with the history of the Society for 
Psychical Research. As a matter of fact, we have just 
passed the Jubilee of Modem Spiritualism, dating from 
the phenomena of the Fox sisters at Hydeville in 1848. 
Whether the phenomena were trickery or were genuine 
manifestations does not concern us in a chapter which 
deals with the history of opinions, rather than with the 
opinions themselves, and criticism of their authenticity 
is no part of our business at the moment. From the 
Fox episode we date the rise of Modem Spiritualism, 
and the whole consequent literature of its investigation.
That this should have so happened is one of the 

curious coincidences, the apparent accidents, which 
meet one in history and biography at every turn. 
There have been sporadic episodes of psychical pheno
mena and inquiry in England ever since England has 
been a nation. The followers of St. Columba must 
have brought stories of his second sight when they 
came, as Bede tells us, “ to the Middle Angles, Mer
cians, and East Saxons, whose chief city was London, 
and instructed them in the liberal arts." Merlin, at 
the court of King Arthur, the Specularii of the Middle 
Ages, Cornelius Agrippa in the sixteenth century, Dr. 
Dee at the court of Elizabeth, Lilly and Aubrey towards 
the end of the seventeenth century, are all landmarks 
in the history of Psychical Research in England. The
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interest, however, was never widely diffused, and was 
centred about individuals rather than in the subject as 
a whole. Even the curious and well-attested story of 
the Epworth Ghost of 1716 would never have received 
the attention since bestowed upon it, had not the 
Wesley brothers become famous. The “Cock Lane” 
incident of 1762 is best remembered as having been 
investigated by Dr. Johnson, and even the exciting 
story of the Tedworth Drummer had been forgotten, 
till later references sent us back to Glanvil’s pic
turesquely simple story.
In 1825 Hibbert published his “Philosophy of 

Apparitions,” and one feels that Psychical Research 
was on the way, when, about the same time, the 
phenomena of the seeress of Prevorst also attracted 
attention on the Continent, and to some degree in 
England.
Nevertheless, in spite of all this at our doors, and of 

very much more of like kind on the Continent, modem 
interest in the subject of occult phenomena is not con
sequent on any of these things, but came to us ready
made from America. Obviously, the ground must be 
prepared before the seed can take root, and a glance 
at surrounding circumstances may suggest why the 
episode of the Fox sisters should have aroused a 
degree of interest which far more dramatic stories had 
faded to attract

In the first place, a special feature of the Hydeville 
phenomena was the claim of the Fox girls to the power 
of communicating with the departed. This was some
thing quite different from the examination of spon
taneous apparitions on the one hand, and from the 
evocation of the dead, in Witch of Endor fashion, on 
the other. It was equally removed from the various 
methods of divination formerly practised by witches 
and fortune-tellers and seers of various kinds. It 
attracted very large numbers, as emotional appeals
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always do. The idea of communication with those 
who are gone can be indifferent to none; it must 
attract or disgust, it must be food for heart-hunger 
or offend the most tender sensibilities of all who con
sider it. The “ spirits ” did not say much that was of 
interest, or even, as we should say now, much, if any
thing, that was evidential; but, as Mr. Lang has said in 
some such connection, the miracle of Balaam’s ass was 
not that she said anything in particular, but that she 
said anything at all. Professors Flint, Lee, and 
Coventry at Buffalo “explained away” the raps as 
due to ingenious dislocation of the joints of the hands 
and feet; but it does not seem to have mattered 
greatly, for the Fox following increased till, in twenty 
years, so The Sp iritualist Magazine estimated in 1867, 
the spiritualists in America amounted to two-fifths of 
the entire population.
It took four years for the movement to travel to 

England, where it arrived in 1852 in the person of 
Mrs. Hayden, a professional medium from Boston, and 
it “ caught on ” at once. The cause already suggested 
would, of course, equally apply over here, and there 
were others as well.
As has been already said, the soil was prepared. 

People were much occupied about this period with 
what they called Odic Force, or Electro-Biology, or 
Mesmerism. Mesmer had been dead thirty years, 
when, in 1845, Reichenbach published his work on 
Odic Force; but as early as 1841 Braid had read an 
address on what we now call Hypnotism, at the British 
Association, and this had been published in 1843. The 
physiologist Herbert Mayo and the ingenious Dr. W. 
Carpenter lent their powerful aid in keeping alive 
public interest. There was no real connection what
ever between the phenomenon of Mesmerism (then, 
even more than now, when we allow so much for 
suggestion, considered a physical fact), and the spirit-
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rappings of Mrs. Hayden, but they all belonged to the 
region of the marvellous, and even in our own day 
there are people of confused ideas who consider hyp
notism as a psychical phenomenon.
Another important fact which prepared the way 

for Mrs. Hayden was the publication, in the previous 
year, of Dr. Gregory’s “Animal Magnetism,” which 
contained what we should now consider some effective 
spiritualistic stories, and obtained the wider acceptance 
that they were recorded by a man well recognised in 
the world of science.
The Fox phenomena do not seem to have been 

lineally descended from the rappings of the Cock Lane 
Ghost, or the table-tilting practised by the German 
Jews of the seventeenth century, still less the Baguette 
divinatoire, which, according to Chevreul, was some
times used, as raps and tilts are now, as a means to 
spell out words. The Fox sisters were ignorant girls, by 
no means likely to know the literature of the subject.
There was yet another reason for the hold which 

the new Spiritualism had upon people of all classes. 
“ All could have the flower when they’d got the seed.” 
One medium made many, and such is human vanity, or 
mental activity, or whatever the quality may be, that 
when a subject is prominent and interesting, every one 
likes to be “ in it.”
A less obvious reason may, perhaps, be found in 

some degree in the fact that Spiritualism soon came to 
be regarded as a form of faith, as presenting at least 
the possibility of a new revelation. There was a great 
deal of talk about religion in those days, and great 
changes were going on, not only in the form of the 
Anglican revival, but in various minor, and even inci
dental, directions. Much that was old had passed away, 
and “ the new was powerless to be born.” The craving 
for a working creed was in the air, and it seems likely that, 
to some, the possibility of a revelation was very real.
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Of Mrs. Hayden we know little—personally she 
does not seem to have been very important, but she 
paved the way for the reception of a man who seems 
likely to remain the most interesting presentation of 
the spiritualistic problem, David Dunglas Home. He 
is one of the very few mediums, of any prominence, 
who have never been effectually “ exposed,” and there 
seems no reason, beyond the inherent improbability of 
the phenomena, why his good faith should be doubted 
for a moment. His narrative of his own experiences 
(“ Lights and Shadows of Spiritualism,” 1877) is of the 
most intense interest, not only on account of the sub
ject dealt with, but because of his vivid, if somewhat 
self-conscious, treatment both of fact and theory. It 
would be in vain here, and is, indeed, unnecessary, so 
well known is his history, to describe his career or to 
dwell on the social and scientific position and impor
tance of the witnesses to his phenomena. One cannot 
for the moment conceive that such as- these should 
have combined to tell lies in the wholesale manner one 
would have to suppose necessary did one seek to 
explain away the stories they tell us; nor, on the 
other hand, can we reasonably assume it to be all 
“glamour,” that they were in fact hypnotised and 
believed themselves to have seen what never really 
happened. This, indeed, would be only to substitute 
one mystery for another not less perplexing.
About the same date, 1855, the first Spiritualist 

newspaper appeared in England, The Sp iritualist 
Telegraph, published at Keighley in the West Riding 
of Yorkshire, very near where Charlotte Bronte was 
even then conjuring with weird problems of another 
kind.
Naturally the prominence of the subject aroused 

eager controversy. Gasparin in Paris, commenting in 
his Tables tournantes, expressed his conviction that 
certain alleged physical phenomena did occur, but
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were not necessarily the work of “spirits,” and Dr. 
Carpenter, with his theories of unconscious cerebration, 
and Faraday, experimenting on unconscious muscular 
action, also contributed to the presentation of the 
hypothesis, that the medium was himself uncon
sciously the agent in table-turning and spirit-writing. 
These critics were, in fact, the first to lay down the 
theory of “subliminal activity,” a theory new only in 
name, upon which Mr. Myers so eloquently discourses; 
just as we owe the theory of telepathic hallucination 
to St. Augustine, and that of the “suggestion” of 
phenomena to Bulwer Lytton.
To suppose the entire phenomena of the new 

Spiritualism to be mere fraud, would he to suppose 
a greater miracle than the existence of something we 
do not understand, which after all is not uncommon. 
The very recital of the names of the persons in
terested in the new Spiritualism is a guarantee that 
it attracted the attention—not only of the idle, the 
superstitious, the incapable of observation, which was 
inevitable—but also of those who had abundance of im
portant occupation, and who would not have expended 
time over what was not of considerable interest. Miss 
Martineau, Professor and Mrs. de Morgan, Dr. Alfred 
Russel Wallace, Bulwer Lytton, the Howitts, the S. C. 
Halls, Archbishop Whateley, Dr. Chambers, Thackeray, 
T. A. Trollope, Lord Crawford, Lord Adare, Mr. (now 
Sir William) Crookes, to quote only a few well-known 
names, were all persons who had other things to do, 
and were not likely to be attracted out of mere idleness 
and curiosity.
Some argued in favour of “ spirits,” some of a force 

unknown, some of sub-conscious activity. The methods, 
in many cases, were not difficult, to account for, even 
apart horn fraud, which no doubt often existed, among 
professional mediums for gain, among amateurs from 
vanity or hysteria. Amateurs, then as now, were often
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among the worst offenders, with less excuse for dis
honesty, and with more danger to the public, as the 
more difficult to “ expose.”
Then, as now, it was not the maimer of the alleged 

communications, but the content, that was of interest 
to the intelligent; for, after subtraction of what could 
be explained by thought-transference and sub-conscious 
activity—which investigators were capable of|subtract- 
ing even then, although the Society for Psychical 
Research was yet unborn—there was often a residuum, 
however small, which could not be accounted for.
There have been many occasions, too, where there 

can have been absolutely no question of fraud, where 
even the physical fact has been beyond explanation by 
the most expert. Not to touch upon the fathomless 
mystery of Home’s performances, we have the testi
mony of accomplished conjurers, such as Houdin and 
Maskelyne, that the phenomena of lesser mediums even 
were unexplainable by trickery or unconscious muscular 
action. Mr. Maskelyne has asserted that he could 
imitate any spiritualistic phenomenon, given Ms own 
apparatus, which, however, would in many cases exceed 
a ton in weight (P a ll M all Gazette, 18th, 20th, 23rd 
April 1885).
Mrs. E. B. Browning, one of the most thoughtful of 

the early observers of the movement, has well put this 
aspect of the case in a letter to Dr. Marston, quoted in 
The Arena, August 1892:—
“ For theories, we get over no difficulty, it seems to 

me, by escaping from the obvious inference of an 
external spiritual agency. When the phenomena are 
attributed, for instance, to a ‘second personality, 
projected unconsciously and attended by an un
conscious exercise of volition and clairvoyance,’ I 
see nothing clearly but a convulsive struggle on the 
part of the theorist to get out of a position he does not 
like, at whatever expense of kicks against the analogies
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of God’s universe. When all is said, * Solve the solu
tion! we have a right to cry. And, although, of 
course, sensible men in general would rather assert 
that two and three make four than that Spirits have 
access to them, we, women and poets, cannot be ex
pected to admit that two and three make four, without 
certain difficulties and hesitations on our own side.”
There were, moreover, others, besides women and 

poets, who felt the same difficulty.
In 1863 Mrs. de Morgan published “ From Matter 

to Spirit, the Result of Ten Years’ Experience in Spirit 
Manifestations,” with a long and valuable introduction 
by her husband. Professor de Moigan, the distinguished 
mathematician. The book was published under initials 
only, and all names of persons concerned were sup
pressed, but the real authorship soon became known, 
and was, of course, in this case, a guarantee of the 
sincerity of the statements.
A few years later a still more important book at 

once removed the question to a higher intellectual 
level than it had hitherto reached. In 1871 appeared 
“Psychic Power: Experimental Investigations of W. 
Crookes, Dr. Huggins, Serjeant Cox, and Lord Lindsay,” 
and in the same year, “Psychic Force and Modem 
Spiritualism, by W. Crookes.” Three years later the 
same distinguished author produced his “Researches 
in the Phenomena of Spiritualism,” reprinted from the 
Quarterly Journal o f Science.
The most determined sceptic, the most bigoted 

opponent, was now obliged to acknowledge that, 
whether legitimately or not, the problem of the 
phenomena called “spiritualistic” was one which 
scientific men of the highest eminence considered 
worthy of their attention. There are, and must always 
be, certain aspects of these questions which appeal to 
the merely emotional, the mere seeker after excite
ment; bnt a study pursued by Sir William Huggins
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and Sir William Crookes cannot but appear to be 
at least reputable and worthy of attention. For the 
first time the physical phenomena were submitted to 
mechanical tests, and Home and others were treated 
as material for laboratory experiment.
A less important but nevertheless serious investiga

tion was begun in 1867 by the Dialectical Society, 
which attempted to organise committees for special 
investigations. The inquiry seems to have been in
conclusive and the organisation appears to have been 
very imperfect, though doubtless there were difficulties 
which we are not likely, with our added experience, to 
appreciate fully. Mr. Russel Wallace appears to have 
been on the committee, but not Mr. Crookes; and why 
the special committees should have been anonymous it 
is hard to say. Only a vulgar curiosity can desire the 
names of the “ mediums ” examined (unless, of course, 
they were professional, when their success or failure is 
a matter of commercial interest), but the names of the 
inquirers whose conclusions we are asked to accept 
should certainly be supplied. In discussing a new 
medical discovery we expect the names of the doctors 
as a guarantee of good faith, although those of the 
patients may be of no moment.
The expectation that the new Spiritualism would 

bring in a new revelation seems, to some of us who 
are outside of it, to have been foredoomed to dis
appointment. Those within would perhaps speak 
differently. W. Stain ton Moses, an Anglican priest, 
left his Mother Church for what he considered higher 
teaching, and possibly others may have done the same. 
In England the tendency of Spiritualist teaching has 
been towards TJnitarianism; in France, to Reincar- 
nationisra. For a long time the English Church 
praotically ignored the problem that was occupying 
so many of her members; but when it became evi
dent that, for good or ill, it was, for many, a religious
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question actually affecting their faith, Spiritualism was 
very properly, though not with much practical result, 
considered at the Church Congress of 1881. It was 
treated there as such subjects seem fated to be treated 
in most places, with wilhil and determined ignorance. 
Most people were thankful to say that they knew 
nothing about it, and, after all, such people are pro
bably less of an obstruction to intelligent inquiry 
than a good many, equally ignorant, who are satisfied 
that they know all about it; on the one hand, we 
have those who are convinced of its wickedness and 
folly by the reading of third-hand prejudiced state
ments; on the other, those convinced of its truth by 
half-a-dpzen examples imperfectly observed.
It is a game in which very few people play fair, 

which very few take up in a sportsmanlike spirit. It 
is the lookers-on who have brought things to this 
state, for it has passed into history that, in psychical 
research, inquiry into a subject is equivalent to the 
desire to believe in it. If you examine into the noises 
heard in a house alleged to be haunted, you are a 
believer in ghosts; if you experiment in automatic 
writing, you believe yourself to be in correspondence 
with Julius Caesar, or your deceased cook, or some 
other person, as the case may be.
Consequently the subject was somewhat coldly 

received as a matter for discussion at the Church 
Congress. It was ably and dispassionately put for
ward by Dr. Thornton, now Archdeacon of Middlesex, 
and supported, among others, by Canon Basil Wilber- 
force, the one as a critic, the other as a partisan.

Dr. Thornton, whose position was that of inquiry 
as to “The Duty of the Church in Respect of the 
Prevalence of Spiritualism,” admitted frankly that, as 
a Churchman, believing in the Communion of Saints 
and the Life Everlasting, he had no difficulty in 
believing that, in the order of God’s providence,



PSYCHICAL RESEARCH IN THE VICTORIAN ERA 1 1

communication with those who were gone before was 
quite conceivable, but there were other aspects of 
the teaching of Spiritualism to which he demurred. 
The theory of its votaries was, he believed, “ that by 
intercourse with the spiritual world man will advance 
in knowledge, purity, and brotherly love”; and this 
he believed to be opposed to the teaching of the 
Church, and to tend in fact to the views of Arius, 
Plotinus, and Nestorius.
What was, perhaps, even more to the point, he 

submitted further that, while entirely admitting the 
fundamental principle of Spiritualism—the possibility 
of spirit-communication—“I fail to see that the 
phenomena which they allege as proofs of spiritual 
agency and converse are by any means convincing.” 
He believed—and with what is to some of us very 
obvious reason so far as a great deal of “ spiritualistic ” 
phenomena is concerned—that they are “manifesta
tions of a simple human force . . . whose conditions 
are as yet unknown, as those of chemistry were a 
hundred years ago.”

Canon Wilberforce responded with his accustomed 
eloquence and earnestness, and the very fact of such 
a discussion being possible showed, as Mr. Stainton 
Moses wrote at the time, that “ The Church of Eng
land, in her greatest and most representative assembly, 
has recognised her duty as a leader in respect of Spirit
ualism as a present fact.”
Not much visible result came of it, but the pre

sentation of the subject marks an historical land-mark, 
just as when the phenomena of the Divining Rod were 
discussed by the Royal Society, those of Hypnotism at 
the British Medical Congress, or those of Psychical 
Research at the British Association. Moreover, the 
fact helps to illustrate our present position, that not 
only a very wide, but an organised and intelligent 
interest in Spiritualism and Psychical Research has




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































