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" I visited B representing that Society 

[S. P. R.), . . . and decided that there was no such 

evidence as could justify us in giving the results of 

the inquiry a place in our Proceeding•." -The Times, 

June 10, 1897. 

FREDERIC W. H. MYERS, 
Bon. &c. of lM Society for P'!)Chical Ruearch. 
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THE ALLEGED HAUNTING 

OF B- HOUSE 

IT was in 1892 that Lord Bute first heard of the 
matter. It was not, as stated by The 1'imes 
correspondent in that joumal for June 8, 1897, 
in or from London, but at Falkland, in Fifeshire, 
and in the following manner :-

There is no public chapel at Falkland, and 
the private chapel in the house is attended by a 
variety of priests, who usually come only from 
Saturday to Monday. Lord Bute•s diary for 
the second week in August 1892 contains the 
following entries :-

" &turday, August 6th.-Father H--, S.J., 
came. 

"Sunday, August 7th.-In afternoon with 
Father H- and John [Lord Dumfries J to 
Palace, and then with him to the Gruoch•s Den. 
He gives us a long account of the psychical 

9 

Digitized by Coogle 



10 THE ALLEGED HAUNTING 

disturbances at B-- ; noises between his bed 
and the ceiling, like continuous explosion of 
petards, so that he could not hear himself speak, 
&c. &c. 

" [Mr. Huggins afterwards recommended the 
use of a phonograph for these noises, in order 
to ascertain absolutely whether they are objec
tive or subjective, and I wrote so to S- of 
B-.] 

"Monday, A.ugust Sth.-Father H-- went 
away. 

"Tuesday, A.ugust 9th.-Mr. Huggins [now 
Sir William Huggins], outgoing President of the 
British Association, and Mrs. Huggins came. 

"Saturday, A.ugust 13th.-Father H-
came. 

" Sunday, A. ugust 14th.-In afternoon with 
the children, &c., to the Palace, leaving Mr. 
Huggins as much as possible alone with Father 
H-- {both being with us), in order to interro
gate him about the psychical noises he heard 
recently at B--, when there, to give a Retreat 
to some nuns. 

"Monday, A.ugust 15th.-Father H--went 
away after luncheon." 
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OF B-- HOUSE 11 

Lord Bute recalls that Father H- told him 
that he had been at B- for the purpose of 
giving a Retreat l a series of sermons and medi
tations] to some nuns, who were charitably 
allowed by Mr. 8- to take a sort of holiday, 
at a house called B- Cottage, which had 
been originally built and occupied by the late 
Major S-, when he first took up his resi
dence at B---, which at the time was let. 

}.,ather H-- told Lord Bute that in con
sequence of the disturbance his room had been 
several times changed, and he expressed surprise 
that the sounds did not appear to be heard by 
anybody except himsel£ _ He also said that he 
had spoken of the matter to Mr. S-, who 
expressed an idea that the disturbances might 
be caused by his uncle, the late Major 8-, 
who was trying to attract attention in order 
that prayers might be offered for the repose 
of his soul. The sounds occurred during full 
daylight, and in a clear open space between 
his bed and the ceiling. He did not know 
to what to compare them, but as he said 
they were explosive in sound, Lord Bute sug
gested that they might be compared to the 
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12 THE ALLEGED HAUNTING 

sounds made by petards, which are commonly 
used in Italy for firing feux de joie. Father 
H-- answered, " Yes perhaps, if they were 
continuous enough." He said that the sound 
which alarmed him more than any other was 
as of a large animal throwing itself violently 
against the bottom of his door, outside. A third 
noise which he had heard was of ordinary raps, 
of the kind called " spirit-raps." He mentioned 
a fourth sound, the nature of which Lord Bute 
does not remember with the same certainty as 
the others, but believes it was a shriek or 
scream. Such a sound is described by other 
witnesses during the subsequent occupation of 
the house by the H-- family. The fact that 
the sounds appear to have been inaudible to 
every one except Father H-- is a strong 
argument in favour of their subjective, or 
hallucinatory, character. It will be found that 
this was very often the case with the peculiar 
sounds recorded at B--, and even when they 
were heard by several persons at the same time, 
there does not appear to be any ground for 
refusing to recognise them as collective hallu
cinations. 
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OF B-- HOUSE 13 

Lord Bute's diary and recollections have been 
here quoted, not as differing from, but only as 
being antecedent to, the following account, which 
has been furnished by Father H-- himself:-

"I went to B--- on Thursday, July 14th, 
1892, and I left it on Saturday, July 23rd. So 
I slept at B-- for nine nights, or rather 
one night, because I was disturbed by very 
queer and extraordinary noises every night 
except the last, which I spent in Mr. S-'s 
dressing-room. At first I occupied the room to 
the extreme right of the landing [No.8],* then 
my things were removed to another room [No.3] 
(it· seems to me at this distance of time that 
this room faced the principal staircase, or was a 
little to the left of it). In both these rooms I 
heard the loud and inexplicable noises every 
night, but on two or three nights, in addition 
to these, another noise affrighted me-a sound 
of somebody or something falling against the 
door outside. It seemed, at the time, as if a 
calf or big dog would make such a noise. Why 
those particular animals came into my head I 

* Here and in all references to rooms by their numbers, aee 
Frontispiece. 
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14 THE ALLEGED HAUNTING 

cannot tell. But in attempting to describe 
these indescribable phenomena, I notice now I 
always do say it was like a calf or big dog 
falling against the door. Why did I not hear 
the noises on the ninth night 1 Were there 
none where I was 1 These are questions the 
answers to which are. not apparent. It may be 
there were noises, but I slept too soundly to 
hear them. One of the oddest things in my 
case, in connection with the house, is that it 
appeared to me somehow that ( 1) Somebody 
was relieved by my departure; (2) that nothing 
could induce me to pass another night there, at 
all events alone, and in other respects I do not 
think I am a coward." 

For the benefit of those who are not aware of 
the fact, it may be as well to state that the class 
of people known as spiritualists, hold that when 
raps are heard, it is the best thing for the hearer 
to say aloud, "If you are intelligent, will you 
please to rap three times 1 " and if this is 
done, to ask the intelligence to rap three 
times for yes, once for no, and twice for doubt

ful. It is obvious that considerable conversa
tion can be carried on by such! a code, and 
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OF B--- HOUSE 1 S 

where it is inadequate, as, for instance, in 
obtaining proper names, it is usual to propose 
to repeat the alphabet slowly, asking the intelli
gence to rap once when the proper letter 
is reached. This simple method was entirely 
unknown to Father H--. He had done no
thing but throw holy water about his rooms, 
and repeat the prayer Visita qtu88umus, which 
invokes the Divine protection of a house and 
its inhabitants against all the snares of the 
Enemy, and which, therefore, in no way con
cerned any person or thing which is not asso
ciated with the powers of darkness. It was 
natural that no result should be produced. 

Sir W. Huggins told Lord Bute, as the result 
of his examination of Father H--, that he 
felt absolutely certain that what the latter had 
experienced was not the outcome of morbid 
hallucination, but that it was possible that the 
sounds themselves might be hallucinatory or 
subjective. To ascertain whether this were so, 
or whether they had any physical cause, he 
suggested the use of a phonograph, as this 
would at least show whether the sounds were 
accompanied by atmospheric waves. Lord Bute 
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16 THE ALLEGED HAUNTING 

happened to know Mr. S-- slightly, having 
met him accidentally while travelling abroad. 
He accordingly wrote to him, and communi
cated Sir William Huggins's suggestion. Mr. 
8-, after a delay of some days, refused 
absolutely to allow any scientific investigation 
to be made, a refusal remarkably coincident 
with the recent refusal of his son, the present 
proprietor, to allow any similar investigation 
with seismographical instruments. It would 
seem a legitimate conclusion that neither father 
nor son doubted that the sounds are of a 
psychical character. As regards the present 
proprietor, such a conclusion renders it obvious 
that we must understand in some peculiar sense 
the letter published in The Times, dated June 
10, 1897, in which he says, "As to the stories 
contained in the article [i.e. of the anonymous 
Times correspondent], they are without founda
tion." These words must, however, be, in any 

• 
case, accepted in a special sense, considering the 
part taken by members of his own family, as 
well as by tenants and agents, in attesting the 
stories in question. 

Lord Bute states that Father H- did not, 
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OF B.- HOUSE 17 

upon the occasion of his visit to Falkland, say 
anything as to having seen the brown wooden 
crucifix (see pp. 132, 142, 154}, but after this 
apparition had been seen by two other per
sons separately, Lord Bute wrote to Father 
H-- to inquire whether he could remem
ber anything of the sort. His reply was as 
follows:-

" When you mention the brown wooden cruci
fix, you awaken a new memory in me. I now 
seem to live some of those hours over again, and 
I recollect that between waking and sleeping 
there appeared before my eyes-somewhere on 
the wall-a crucifix, some eighteen inches, I 
should say, long, and, I think, of brown 
wood. 

"My own crucifix is of black metal, and just 
the length of this page (seven inches) ; and 
though I usually have it with me in my bag, 
I cannot for certain say that it was in my bag 
at B---." 

The following further communication from 
Father H- carr1es the record further 
back:-

" In August 1893 it was that I met, quite by 
8 

Digitized by Coogle 



18 THE ALLEGED HAUNTING 

accident, a person who knew something about 
B-- House and its strange noises. 

"Though, on my leaving his house, Mr. S
begged me not ' to give the house a bad name,' 
I did not understand by this that, as a point :of 
honour, I should refrain from ever mentioning 
the subject. I respected his request to the 
extent of not alluding indiscriminately to the 
noises that disturbed my nights there. But I 
did speak to several people about them, and 
they had so impatiently and incredulously heard 
my statements, that I at last refused to repeat 
them, even when pressingly requested to do so. 
It was, therefore, quite a surprise to find myself 
talking about B---- House, or rather, listening 
with rapt attention to another talking about 
the place. 

"Miss Y--, I think her name was, kept 
house for a priest at --. One evening, while 
on a visit there, I found her knitting as I passed 
the kitchen door, and bidding her the time of 
day, I discovered from a remark she made 
that she had in former days filled more im
portant posts. She soon settled down when 
she found me an attentive listener to a some-
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OF B--- HOUSE 19 

what detailed account of by no means a short 
life. 

" ' Had she been in Scotland 1 ' ' Yes, sir ; 
and in a very beautiful part of Scotland, in 
P-shire.' 'Indeed!' In short she told me 
that she had been, twelve years ago, governess 
in the S- family at B- House. (I need 
not say that I was now intensely interested.) 
'Why did she leave 1' 'Well, sir, so many 
people complained of queer noises in the house, 
that I got alarmed and left.' I asked her had 
she seen anything 1 She said No, and the noises 
were only beard in certain rooms, and the 
servants inhabited quite a different part of the 
house. When I closely questioned her she 
located the queer noises precisely in the two 
rooms I had successively occupied. She did 
not learn from me that I had ever been there. 
Pressed for a concrete case of fright and abrupt 
leavetaking (I think), she told me two military 
officers had ' left next morning.' 

" In conclusion, as against all the above, my 
own, and this good woman's account, I must set 
it down that, before I left the house, two young 
ladies, relatives of the family, occupied the 
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20 THE ALLEGED HAUNTING 

rooms in question, and certainly, to my surprise, 
did not seem at breakfast as if they had spent 
an unquiet night." 

Inquiry shows that Miss Y--'s residence 
at B-- must have been about the years 
1878-80. 

The earliest witnesses in chronological 
sequence would be the S- family them
selves ; but though much information has been 
contributed by them to various persons in
terested in B-- House during the tenancy 
both of Mr. H- and Colonel 'faylor, the 
present Editors are unwilling to make use of 
it without permission. 

A statement in The Times article, of the char
acter of which the reader can here judge for 
himself, elicited the following letter from Mrs. 
S--, which is to be found in the issue of that 
journal for June 18, 1897 :-

" May I ask of your courtesy to insert this 
in the next issue of your paper. Seeing myself 
dragged into publicity in The Times of June 8, 
as ' having made admissions under pressure of 
cross-examination,' I beg to state that I as well 
as the rest of my family had not the remotest 
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idea that our home was let to other than 
ordinary tenants. In my intercourse with them 
I spoke as one lady to another, never imagining 
that my private conversations were going to be 
used for purposes carefully concealed from me
a deceit which I deeply resent!' 

It will be observed that Mrs. S-- here 
leaves no doubt as to the nature of the in
formation with which she was so good as to 
favour Miss Freer, but, notwithstanding this 
fact, and the language which Mrs. S-- has 
considered it right to use-or, at least, to sign 
-with regard to Miss Freer, Miss Freer prefers 
to continue to treat Mrs. 8--'s statements as 
confidential, and blanks will accordingly be found 
in the Journal under the dates on which such 
conversations occurred. Miss Freer extends the 
same regard for a privacy, which the S--family 
have themselves violated, to communications 
made by other members. There have, however, 
been several witnesses unconnected with them, 
some of whom are referred to in the Journal. 
Not only the villagers and persons in the im
mediate neighbourhood, but many accidentally 
met with in visits to show-places and in excur-
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22 THE ALLEGED HAUNTING 

sions for twenty miles round B--, were ready 
to pour out traditions and experiences which 
are not here quoted, as, though often suggestive, 
not always evidential. 

The Rev. P. H--, already referred to, quotes 
a witness who testifies to processions of monks 
or nuns having been seen hy Mr. 8- from a 
window, and of a married couple who, "relating 
the events of the night, declared they could not 
hear each other's voices for the noise overhead 
between them and the ceiling," which was 
especially interesting to him, as corroborative of 
his own experience. 

A former servant at B-- has voluntarily 
related, at great length, the story of the alleged 
hauntings, which shows that they have occurred 
at intervals during the past twenty years. He 
is of opinion that as the earlier hauntings were 
ascribed to the late Major 8---, so their 
revival may be referred to the late proprietor ; 
but his reasons, as well as his narrative, are 
of a nature which might cause annoyance to 
the 8--- family, and are therefore with
held. 

Dr. Menzies, a correspondent of The Times, 
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June 1Oth, who speaks of hiDl!elf as an old friend 
of Major ~, refers to a still earlier haunting 
-a tradition current at the time of the Major's 
succession in 1844. 

In August 1896, B--- House, with the 
shooting attached, was let by Captain S-, 
the present proprietor, for a year to a w~lthy 
family of Spanish origin. Their experience was 
of such a nature that they abandoned the house 
at the end of seven weeks, thus forfeiting the 
greater part of their rent, which had been paid 
in advance. The evidence of Mr. H-- him
self, of his butler, and of several guests, will be 
found in due chronological sequence. 

When Colonel Taylor, one of the funda
mental members of the London Spiritualist 
Alliance, a distinguished member of the 
S. P. R., whose name is associated both in 
this country and in America with the investi
gation of haunted houses, offered to take a 
lease of B--- House, after the lease had been 
resigned by Mr. H--, the proprietor made no 
objection whatever. Indeed, the only allusion 
made to the haunting was the expression of a 
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24 THE ALLEGED HAUNTING 

hope on the part of Captain 8-'s agents in 
Edinburgh, that Colonel Taylor would not make 
it a subject of complaint, as had been done by 
Mr. H--, in reply to which they were in
formed that Colonel Taylor was thoroughly well 
aware of what had happened during Mr. H--'s 
tenancy, and would undertake to make no com
plaint on the subject. Captain 8- having 
thus thrown the house into the open market, 
and let it to the well-known expert, with no 
reference whatever to the subject of haunting, 
except that it should not be made a ground 
of complaint, it is obvious that he deprived 
himself of any right to complain as to observa
tions upon the subject of local hallucination, 
any more than of observation upon the habits 
of ~uirrels or other local features. Nor had he 
any more right to complain upon this ground, 
as vendor of the lease, than any other vendor 
of articles expoaed for public sale, such as a 
hatter, who after selling a hat to Lord Salisbury, 
might complain that he had been induced to 
provide headgear for a Conservative. At the 
same time, both Colonel Taylor and his friends 
were well a ware, from a vexatious experience, 
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OF B--- HOUSE 25 

that phenomena of the kind found at B-
are very often associated with private matters, 
which the members of a family concerned might 
object to see published, just as they might 
object to the publication of the results of an 
examination of some object-say, old medicine
bottles-found in the house let by them to a 
strange tenant. 

Acting upon this knowledge, it has been the 
general rule of the Society for Psychical Research 
tQ publish the cases investiga~d by it under 
avowedly false names, as private cases are 
published in medical and other scientific journals. 
Out of a courteous anxiety that nothing should 
occur which could in any way annoy any 
member of the S- family, no one was 
admitted to the house for the purpose of ob
serving the phenomena, except on the definite 
understanding that they were to regard every
thing as confidential, and it was always intended 
that any publication on the subject was to be 
made with all names and geographical indica
tions avowedly fictitious. 

As certain points of Gaelic orthography were 
found to be involved, it was decided to mention 
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26 THE A,LLEGED HAUNTING 

the house as standing in a bi-lingual district 
upon the borders of Wales, and Lord Bute 
arranged with Sir William Lewis to have these 
linguistic points represented by Welsh instead of 
Gaelic. 

The affairs of the inquiry, and of any pheno
mena which might occur, were thus protected, 
it was believed, by a confidence even more 
absolute than that usually observed in such 
affairs of a household as to which honour dic
tates that a guest should be silent. 

The appreciation with which the S
family responded to this courteous and careful 
consideration for their possible feelings, was 
made manifest to the world by the tone which 
they adopted when, immediately on the appear
ance of the anonymous article in The Times, 
they rushed into the newspapers, and published 
everything concerning themselves, their family 
property, predecessors, and tenants, with all the 
proper names at full length. After that outburst 
it has, of course, been rendered impossible to 
keep the identity of the place and people any 
longer secret. 

Out of deference to other members of the 
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OF B-- HOUSE 27 

family who did not take part in this, the matter 
in the present volume remains in as private a 
form as the newspaper correspondence now 
leaves possible. 

The names given in full are those mostly 
very indirectly concerned ; other names, includ
ing that of the house, are given under the real 
initials, with the exception of a few of the less 
prominent, when the real initials would create 
confusion ; and in these latter cases they are 
taken from letters of the alphabet not already 
used, and are placed in inverted commas; e.g. the 
real initial of a Mr. 8- is changed, in order 
to avoid coufusion with the name of the 8-
family themselves, the proprietors of B-. 

The contents of the book are, except in one 
respect, arranged upon the simple chronological 
system. 'l'hey commence with a short sketch 
of the history of the S-- family, based in its 
ea~lier part upon Douglas's "Baronage of Scot
land" ; and all information which the writers 
possess as to the phenomena which have occurred 
since the death of MajorS-- in 1876, except 
that supplied by the S-- family, is set forth 
in succession. 
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28 THE ALLEGED HAUNTING 

The family of S- date from the earlier 
part of the middle of the fifteenth century, and 
were settled upon the river T-- within that 
century, while they have possessed B--- at 
least since the earlier half of the century 
following. 

A stone, carved with their arms, belonging to 
I 

the old mansion-house, is built into the wall, and 
dated 1579. The present house is modem, and 
does not even occupy the site of the older one. 

The particular proprietor whose arms are so 
represented, Patrick 8-, married Elizabeth 
B-, who survived him and married a second 
time. James 8-, his son, in 1586, married 
Mary C--, and after her death, in 1_597, 
Elizabeth R--. 

Robert S-, his son by his first marriage, 
married Margaret C--. John 8-, son of 
Robert, was killed by the Cromwellians, leaving 
no issue, and was succeeded by his brother, 
Patrick 8-, who married Elizabeth L-. 

It is not obvious when they adopted the 
principles . of the Reformation, but it is to be 
remarked that this Patrick stood high in the 
favour of James II. (and VII.). 
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OF B-- HOUSE 29 

Charles 8--, son of the foregoing, married 
Anne D-, and was succeeded by his third 
son, another Charles, who married Grizell 
M--, and died in 1764. 

Robert 8--, his son, married Isabel H--. 
Charles 8--, his eldest son, died unmarried 
in 1783. ' 

H-- 8--, second son of R- 8--, 
married Louisa M-, died in 1834, and had 
issue-Robert, two other sons, and six daughters. 

Robert 8--, born January 1806, in 1825 
entered the military service of the East India 
Company, from which he retired with the rank 
of Major in 1850, i.e. sixteen years after suc
ceeding to the property. He died in April 
1876. His two brothers both died unmarried, 
and of his six sisters, three married, and a 
fourth, Isabella, entered a nunnery. She there 
professed under the name of " Frances Helen " 
in 1850, the year of her brother's return from 
India, and died February 23, 1880, aged 
sixty-six. 

MajorS--, by his will dated June 8, 1853, 
bequeathed B- to the representatives of his 
married sister Mary, and on his death was 
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30 THE ALLEGED HAUNTING 

accordingly succeeded by her second (but eldest 
surviving) son, John, who on succeeding as
sumed the name of 8---. 

Major 8--- was a Protestant, but this John 
was a Roman Catholic, like his aunt Isabella. 
His eldest brother died without issue in 1867, 
but he had a younger brother, married, with 
issue, and two sisters, Louisa and Mary, whom 
Major S--, by a codicil of December 14, 

1868, carefully excluded from all benefit under 
his will. 

The register of the parish of L--, in which 
B-- House is situated, mentions under the 
date July 14, 1873, the death of Sarah N--, 
housekeeper of B-- House (single), aged 
twenty-seven years, daughter of John N--, 
farmer, and Helen R-. (In Scottish legal 
documents married women are described by their 
maiden name.) It is said that her last illness was 
very short, lasting only three days. Mrs. S-
had the great charity to attend her on her death
bed. It is mentioned in the register, that the 
official intimation of Sarah N-'s death was 
given, not by her parents nor by Major S--, 
but by her uncle, Neil N--. 
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OF B- HOUSE 31 

Major S- seems to have been somewhat 
eccentric, and was very fond of dogs, of which 
he kept a considerable number. He had very 
strong views upon psychical subjects. He was 
a believer in spirit-return, and many witnesses 
have attested that he frequently spoke of his 
own return after death. Among these psychic 
beliefs were two relating to animals ; and as 
they are of a kind not very commonly discussed 
even among spiritualists, and enter, to some 
extent, into the following narrative, it is con
venient here to state them at length. It is 
very commonly held that the soul or living per
sonality of man, which will survive the change 
called by us " death," is capable of entering 
living bodies and making use of their organs. 
The form in which this belief is most commonly 
met with, is that of the alleged inspiration of 
trance mediums by the souls of the dead. Such 
a case is that of Mrs. Piper, said to have been 
animated by the soul of Dr. Phinuit and other 
personalities now disincarnated. It has natu
rally been argued that if it is possible for the 
disembodied spirit to occupy and animate the 
body of a human being, it would, a fortiori, be 
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32 THE ALLEGED HAUNTING 

easy for it to do the same with the body of a 
beast, where the resistance of will would pre
sumably be less. 

This idea, coupled with the belief that the 
soul can be separated from the body during life, 
so producing a kind of temporary death, while 
leaving the body in such a state that it is 
capable of being again inhabited and animated, 
lies at the bottom of the numerous statements 
as to sorcerers and sorceresses changing them
selves into hares, wolves, or cats, which are to 
be found in the records of witch trials. 

That this was possible, at least after death, 
was evidently a strong belief upon the part of 
Major S-. We are informed that he fre
quently intimated his intention of entering the 
body of a particular black spaniel which he pos
sessed, and so strong a belief was attached to 
his words, that after his death all his dogs, 
including the spaniel in question, were shot, 
apparently in order to render impossible any 
such action upon his part. The policy of the 
measure adopted was short-sighted. If the 
Major had thoroughly succeeded in animating 
the body of the living spaniel, the physical 
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OF B-- HOUSE 33 

resources at his disposal would have been too 
limited to have enabled him to give much 
trouble. As it is, a series of witnesses attest 
apparitions of this spaniel, and of at least one 
other dog, which may naturally be regarded 
as much more disturbing. 

The second point is possibly the same as the 
last, but it appears to be more probably based 
upon the belief held by Major 8-, in common 
with a large number of those who have made a 
serious study of apparitions-and certainly a 
large number of the members of the S. P. R.
that such apparitions are really hallucinations 
or false impressions upon the senses, created, so 
far as originated by any external cause, by 
other minds either in the body or out of the 
body, which are themselves invisible in the 
ordinary and physical sense of the term, and 
really acting through some means at present 
very imperfectly known. Such an opinion of 
course reserves the question of the possible 
action of unseen forces upon what is commonly 
called matter involved in 'spirit '-photography, 
matcrialisation, levitation, the passage of matter 
through matter, and other forms of apport, 

c 
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although such a distinction, if logically carried 
out, becomes somewhat tenuous in face of the 
generally accepted fact that all mental processes 
are accompanied by physical processes in the 
brain. In the following pages will be found 
instances of the phenomenon of the apparent 
removal of bed-clothing, which raise a question 
88 to the propriety of regarding 88 exhaustive 
an explanation based solely upon the hypo
thesis of subjective hallucination which other
wise would appear to be generally applicable. 
It would stand to reason that if such an in
telligence can produce an hallucination of the 
appearance of the human figure, it would be at 
least equally easy for it to produce an hallucina
tion of the appearance of a beast. A belief to 
this effect seems to be the explanation of the 
fact mentioned in a letter to The Times of June 
10, 1897, by Dr. Menzies, who refers to Major 
S-- as " an old and dear friend." He writes, 
" I have no doubt that he created much scandal 
by saying to his gardener that he had better 
take care to keep up the garden properly, for 
when he was gone his soul would go into a 
mole and haunt the garden and him too.'' 
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This theory of the possibility of producing by 
mental force the hallucination audible or visual 
of a beast, may also be the explanation, not only 
of the apparition of the large dog which has 
been seen, as well as that of a spaniel, but also 
of the phenomenon, attested by several witnesses, 
of their having heard the sound as of a large 
dog throwing itself from the outside against 
the lower part of their doors. 

Major S- died, as already stated, in 1876, 
and was buried beside Sarah N-- and, it is 
said, an old Indian manservant. The grave is 
in the middle of the parish churchyard. No 
monument marks their resting - place, but a 
high enclosure, which surrounds it, is a pro
minent object. The whole of his dogs, four
teen in number, including the spaniel already 
mentioned, were killed after his death. 

The S. P. R. some years ago published a 
census of hallucinations based upon the in
terrogation of seventeen thousand persons, who 
were not only taken casually, but from whom 
those were excluded whose replies were fore
seen. From the analysis of these statistics, it 
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appears that the great majority of these phan
tasms are figures of people who were living and 
continue to live, although research seems to 
point to the fact that their bodies are either 
always, or very often, in a state of apparent un
consciousness at the moment of the phenomenon. 
Among the minority, i.e. of apparitions of the 
dead, the frequency seems to be in inverse pro
portion to the time which has elapsed since death. 
Those which appear at the moment of death 
are very frequent, whereas, on the other band, 
those of persons who have been very long dead 
are almost unknown ; e.g. the apparition seen by 
Lady Galway a few years ago at Rufford Abbey, 
where the form represented a person who must 
have been dead for about three hundred years, 
belongs to a class of which examples are very few. 

A haunted house (or any other locality) is 
merely a place where experience shows that 
hallucinations are more or less localised, and the 
only especially interesting question about it is, 
why the hallucinations should be localised at a 
particular place, and what causes them there. 

Such Phantasms of the Living have been dis
cussed in the monumental work of Mr. Myers 
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and the late Mr. E. Gurney. They need be 
no further remarked upon here, than to observe 
that the following pages contain at least one 
example, viz. that of the apparition of the Rev. 
P. H-. (Seep. 119.) 

It is very difficult to judge of the forces which 
may act in the conditions of what we are accus
tomed to call "another world," but a plausible 
explanation might be found in the Divine Word, 
" Where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also." The thoughts and affections appear to 
dwell for a time where they have been already 
fixed during life, but changes here, including the 
gradual reunion on the other side, of all those 
who are loved with those who love them, the 
advancing dissociation of the mind with things 
here, and, no doubt, the evolution of a different 
life under different conditions, seem gradually to 
efface the ties of earthly memory, connecting the 
feelings with particular spots on earth. 

Such thoughts not infrequently include repent
ance, a desire for the remedy of acts of injustice, 
and an eagerness for the compassion and sympa
thetic prayers of those whom we call the living. 

It is natural, therefore, to suppose that haunt-
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ing, such as that met with at B--, would be 
connected with persons who had died within 
some such period as a century at the outside. 
Now the number of the members of the S--
family and others, whose thoughts, memories, feel
ings, and affections may presumably have dwelt 
largely at B--, and who have died within the 
last hundred years, is very considerable; but
saving the tradition referred to by Dr. Menzies 
(see p. 22), only to be dismissed-there seems 
to have been no idea of the place being haunted 
before the deaths of Sarah N-- and of Major 
S--, whereas since that time the peculiar 
phenomena have been constantly attested. 

JohnS--, his successor, was, as stated, the 
second son of Major S--'s sister Mary, and 
assumed the name of S--- upon succeeding to 
the property. He was a Roman Catholic ; he 
was married, and had several children, of whom 
the eldest son is the present proprietor. One of 
the younger sons is a Jesuit, but not yet a priest. 

In January 1895 Mr. S-- went to London 
on family business, and was there killed by 
being run over by a cab in the street. It was 
stated on the authority of three persons, not 
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counting members of his own family, that on 
the morning on which he left B-- for the 
last time, while he was talking to the agent in 
his business-room, there were raps so violent 
as to interfere with conversation. The earliest 
written notice of this circumstance, so far as 
can be discovered, is the following entry in 

Lord Bote's journal for January 17, 1896 :-

" 1 hear that the morning the late S-- of 
B-- left home for the last time, spirits came 
and rapped to him in his room-doubtless to 
warn him-so that his death was really owing 
to the cruel superstition which had prevented 
him allowing them to be communicated with." 

Lord Bote's informant appears to have been 
the Rev. Sir David Hunter Blair, as the journal 
mentions his arrival at Falkland on that day, and 
none of the other guests in the house were people 
who were likely to have heard anything about it. 

Mr. S-- was succeeded by his eldest son, 
Captain S--, who showed no hesitation in 
throwing the house into the public market, with 
its 4400 acres of shooting. The alleged haunt
ing was not mentioned beforehand to the first 
tenant, as it afterwards was to Colonel Taylor. 
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This tenant was Mr. J. R. H-- of K-
Court, C--, in G--shire, and the following 
is the account of experiences during his visit, 
as given by his butler :-

ON THE TRAIL OF A GHOST 

To the Editor of" The Times " 

" S1R~-In your issue of the 8th, under the 
above heading, 'A Correspondent' tries at 
some length to describe what he calls a most 
impudent imposture. I having lived at B
for three months in the autumn of last year as 
butler to the house, I thought perhaps my 
experience of the ghost of B- might be of 
interest to many of your readers, and as the 
story has now become public property, I shall 
not be doing any one an injury by telling what 
I know of the mystery. 

"On July 15, 1896, I was sent by Mr. H--, 
with two maidservants, to take charge of B-
from Mr. S--'s agents. I was there three 
days before the arrival of any one of the family, 
and during that time I heard nothing to disturb 
me in any way ; but on the morning after the 
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arrival of two of the family, Master and Miss 
H--, they came down with long faces, giving 
accounts of ghostly noises they had heard during 
the night, but I tried to dissuade them from 
such nonsense, as I then considered it to be ; 
but on the following two or three nights the 
same kind of noises were heard by them, and 
also by the maidservants, who slept in the 
rooms above, and they all became positively 
frightened. I heard nothing whatever, though 
the noises, as they described them, would have 
been enough to wake any one much farther 
away than where I slept, for the noises they 
heard were made immediately over my room. 
I suggested the hot-water pipes or the twigs of 
ivy knocking against the windows, but no
nothing would persuade them but that the 
house was haunted ; but as the noises continued 
to be heard nightly, I suggested that I should 
sit up alone, and without a light, outside their 
bedroom doors, where the footsteps and other 
rustling noises were heard. I think one other 
member of the family, or two young gentle
men, had arrived at this time, and they had 
also heard the noises. I told them of my in-
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tention to sit up alone, for as one of them had 
a revolver I did not want to run the risk of 
being shot for a ghost. However, I took my 
post on the landing at 11.30 and kept watch, 
I am certain, until half-past one ; then I 
must have fallen asleep, for about two o'clock 
Master H--, hearing the knocking as usual, 
came out of his room to hear if I bad 
seen or heard anything, but found me fast 
asleep on the floor, which gave him a greater 
fright than the knocking, for he supposed for 
the moment that I had been slain by the 
ghost. 

"This kind of thing went on nightly, and for 
three weeks I heard nothing, although nearly 
every one in the house heard these noises except 
myself; but my tum had yet to come, although 
I firmly held the opinion during that time 
that it was the hot-water pipes, and I only 
laughed at the others for their absurd nonsense, 
as I then considered it to be ; but my first 
experience was that of being awakened three 
successive nights, or rather mornings, at about 
3.30. I heard nothing, but seemed to be wide 
awake in an instant, as though some one had 
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touched me. I would stay awake for some 
little time and then go to sleep again ; but on 
the fourth night, on being awakened as before, 
and lying awake for perhaps two minutes, I 
heard tremendous thumping just outside my 
door. I jumped out of bed quickly, and opened 
my door, and called out in a loud voice, 'Who 
is there 1 ' but got no answer. I ascended the 
stairs and listened for a few minutes, but heard 
no further knocking. I then '!Vent back to my 
room, but did not sleep again that morning. 

"I may mention that my room was the one 
described by 'A Correspondent' as the butler's 
room under No. 3, the room where most noises 
were heard, and the staircase was the service 
one, and as there is a door at the top, if any one 
had come there to make the noise I should 
certainly have heard them beating a retreat. 

" The same thing happened with variations 
almost nightly for the succeeding two months 
that I was there, and every visitor that came to 
the house was disturbed in the same manner. 
One gentleman (a colonel) told me he was 
awakened on several occasions with the feeling 
that some one was pulling the bedclothes off 
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him ; sometimes heavy footsteps were heard, at 
others like the rustling of a lady's dress; and 
sometimes groans were heard, but nearly always 
accompanied with heavy knocking ; sometimes 
the whole house would be aroused. One night 
I remember five gentlemen meeting at the top 
of the stairs in their night-suits, some with 
sticks or pokers, one had a revolver, vowing 
vengeance on the disturbers of their sleep. 
During the two months after I first heard the 
noises I kept watch altogether about twelve 
times in various parts of the house, mostly 
unknown to others (at the time), and have 
heard the noises in the wing as well as other 
parts. 

"When watching I always experienced a 
peculiar sensation a few minutes before hear
ing any noise. I can only describe it as like 
suddenly entering an ice-house, and a feeling 
that some one was present and about to speak 
to me. On three different nights I was 
awakened by my bedclothes being pulled off 
my feet. But the worst night I had at B
was one night about the second week in 
September, and I shall never forget it as long 
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as I live. I had been keeping watch with two 
gentlemen-one a visitor, the other one of the 
house. We were sitting in room No. 2, and 
heard the noises that I have described about 
half-past two. Both gentlemen were very much 
alarmed ; but we searched everywhere, but could 
not find any trace of the ghost or cause of 
the noises, although they came this time from 
an unoccupied room. (I may mention that 
the noises were never heard in the daytime, 
as stated by 'A Correspondent,' but always 
between twelve, midnight, and four in the morn
ing, generally between two and four o'clock.) 
After a thorough search the two gentlemen went 
to bed sadder, but not wiser men, for we had 
discovered nothing. I then went to my room, 
but not to bed, for I was not satisfied, and 
decided to continue the watch alone. So I 
seated myself on the service stairs, close to 
where the water-pipes passed up the wall, so 
as to decide once and for all if the sounds came 
in any way from the water-pipes. . 

"I had not long to wait (about twenty minutes) 
when the knocking recommenced from the same 
direction as before, but much louder than before, 
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followed, after a very short interval, by two 
distinct groans, which certainly made me feel 
very uncomfortable, for it sounded like some 
one being stabbed and then falling to the floor. 
That was enough for me. I went and asked the 
two gentlemen who had just gone to bed if they 
had heard anything. One said he had heard 
five knocks and two groans, the same as I had ; 
while the other (whose room was much nearer 
to where the sounds came from) said he had 
heard nothing. I then retired to my bed, but 
not to sleep, for I had not been in bed three 
minutes before I experienced the sensation as 
before, but instead of being followed by knock
ing, my bedclothes were lifted up and let fall 
again-first at the foot of my bed, but gradually 
coming towards my head. I held the clothes 
around my neck with my hands, but they were 
gently lifted in spite of my efforts to hold them. 
I then reached around me with my hand, but 
could feel nothing. This was immediately 
followed by my being fanned as though some 
bird was flying around my head, and I could 
distinctly hear and feel something breathing on 
me. I then tried to reach some matches that 
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were on a chair by my bedside, but my hand 
was held back as if by some invisible power. 
Then the thing seemed to retire to the foot of 
my bed. Then I suddenly found the foot of my 
bed lifted up and carried around towards the 
window for about three or four feet, then re
placed to its former position. All this did not 
take, I should think, more than two or three 
minutes, although at the time it seemed hours 
to me. Just then the clock struck four, and, 
being tired out with my long night's watching, 
I fell asleep. This, Mr. Editor, is some of my 
experiences while at B--. 

"AB to ' A Correspondent's • interviews with 
local people :-

" AB to the old caretaker, she is an old woman, 
very deaf, and she always occupied a room on 
the ground floor, where, during the three months 
that I was there, nothing whatever was heard, 
as my two footmen slept there, and they did 
not hear any noises. As to the intelligent 
gardener, if it is the same one that was there 
when I was there, he, surely, has not forgotten 
the night he spent with me in my room ; he 
was nearly frightened out of his wits, and 
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declared he would not spend another night in 
my room for any money-a fact that the factor 
or steward and others well know. 

"There are many other incidents in my ex
perience with the mystery of B--, but I hope 
this is sufficient for the purpose I intend it
namely, for the truth to be known, for I have 
no other motive in writing this letter; for I have 
left the service of the house some months now. 
But 88 to your correspondent's statement that 
some of the house were doing it, it is simply 
absurd ; for in turn they were all away from 
B-- for a week or fortnight, and still these 
noises were heard. Another thing ; is it possible 
for any one to keep up a joke like that for three 
months 1 or, if any one had been doing it, I 
should certainly have caught them ; and I can 
888ure you that the house were very much 
annoyed with it, not only for themselves, but for 
their visitors, for I have sat up all night with 
some of them, who were afraid to go to their 
beds: and I think that if 'A Correspondent' had 
stayed 88 long in B-- as I did, and had had 
some of my experiences, he would have a very 
different tale to tell, although up to my going 
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to B-- I would laugh at any one who told 
me there were such things as ghosts ; and even 
now I am not quite convinced ; but of one thing 
I am certain-that is, that there is something 
supernatural in the noises and things that I 
heard and experienced at B--. Thanking 
you, dear sir, in anticipation of your inserting 
this letter, I remain your obedient servant, 

" HAROLD SANDERS. 

II CBJDCOCK, NEAR BRIDPORT, DORSET." 

The passage in The Times article is as 
follows:-

"An intelligent gardener whom I questioned 
told me that he had kept watch in the house on 
two separate occasions, abstaining from sleep 
until daylight appeared at seven o'clock, but 
without hearing a sound. A caretaker, who 
had spent months in the house, and who had to 
keep a stove alight all night, never heard a 
sound, probably because there was no one to 
n;take any." 

The gardener's evidence on this point will be 
found on p. 218. 

Without admitting, for one moment, the 
n 
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theory that a servant's evidence may not be of 
equal value with that of the so-called educated 
classes, it was thought desirable, before admit
ting that of Sanders, to make some inquiries as 
to his character, intelligence, and capacity for 
observation. His employer spoke well of him, 
and Colonel Taylor had the advantage of a 
personal interview with him, which he thus 
describes :-

"July 18th, 18 97.-1 went to Coventry yester
day, and saw Sanders the butler. He is a 
slight, dark young man, and, as far as I could 
judge, quite honest and serious over the B
affair. He assured me that he had written 
the letter to The Times without any advice or 
assistance, and that all he wrote was absolutely 
true. I gathered from him, indirectly, that 
before his B--- experience he knew nothing 
of ghosts, spiritualism, or any occult matter, 
and does not now. He was much astonished 
when I told him that the feeling which he 
describes as like walking into an ice-house 
was a common one under the circumstances. 
He said he omitted in his letter many small 
personal matters, such as the following :-
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During the manifestation in his room, when 
his bed was shifted, and when he felt as if 
some one was making ' passes' over him, and 
breathing in his face, he made the sign of 
the Cross, on which the 'influence' receded 
from him, but approached again almost at 
once. After repeating this a few times with 
the same result, he crossed his arms over his 
chest, and holding the bedclothes close up 
to his chin, went to sleep. He was at no 
time afraid. He said things were more active 
during the stay of Father ' 1.' than at any 
other time, and that one of the young H-s 
had seen a veiled lady pass through his 
room." 

The following paragraph in the letter of The 
Times correspondent called forth the subjoined 
letter from Mr. H-- himself, the tenant of 
B--:-

11 The only mystery in the matter seems to 
be the mode in which a prosaic and ordinary 
dwelling was endowed with so evil a repu
tation. I was assured in London that it had 
had this reputation for twenty or thirty years. 
The family lawyer in P-- asserted most 
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positively that there had never been a whisper 
of such a thing until the house was let for 
last year's shooting season to a family, whom 
I may call the H--s. I was told the same 
thing in equally positive terms by the minister 
of the parish, a level -headed man from 
B---shire, who has lived in the place for 
twenty years. He told me that some of 
the younger members of the H-- family had 
indulged in practical jokes, and boasted of 
them. One of their pranks was to drop or 
throw a weight upon the floor, and to draw 
it back by means of a string. Another seems 
to have been to thump on bedroom doors 
with a boot-heel, the unmistakable marks of 
which remain to this day, and were pointed 
out to me by our hostess. If there are really 
any noises not referable to ordinary domestic 
causes, it is not improbable that these practical 
jokers made a confidant of some one about 
the estate, who amuses himself by occasionally 
-it is only occasionally that the more remark
able noises are said to be heard-repeating 
their tricks. The steward or factor on the 
estate concurs with the lawyer and the minister 
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in denying that the house had any reputation 
for being haunted before the advent of the 
H-- family. Yet he is a Highlander, and 
not without superstition ; for he gave it as 
his opinion that if there was anything in 
these noises, they must be due to Black Art. 
Asked what Black Art might be, he said 
he could not tell, but he had often heard 
about it, and had been told that when once 
set going it would go on without the assistance 
of its authors. He was quite clear, however 
that if there is Black Art, it came in with 
the H-- family." 

Mr. H--'s rejoinder, which appeared in The 
Times, was dated June 1Oth :-

To tke EdiWr of" The Times" 

" Sm,-1 must ask you to be good enough to 
publish, on behalf of the tenant of B--, a few 
remarks on the article that appeared in your 
paper of the 8th inst. with the heading ' On 
the Trail of a Ghost.' The writer of that 
article finds a very easy solution to the mystery 
by attacking a private family who happened 
to be tenants of B-- for a short time, and 
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making them a 'scapegoat ' for his argument. 
I do not quite understand if your correspond
ent pretends to assert that the place had not 
the reputation of being haunted previous to my 
tenancy for three months last year; probably 
he does not charge me with originating such 
reports, as he mentions a story ·of the visit of 
a Catholic Archbishop to the house to exorcise 
the ghost. This must have happened some 
time ago, and proves that the house was then 
supposed to be haunted. What your corre
spondent does state as a fact is, that the younger 
members of my family played practical jokes, 
which have given rise to Lord Bute's investi
gations. My object in writing to yon is to 
deny most emphatically this statement. The 
principal proof that is brought forward to cor
roborate this slander is, that the doors are 
marked by the blows struck to produce the 
noises heard. Surely no one could be frightened 
after the cause and reason of the noises were 
once ascertained by the boot-marks! But there 
were no such marks on the doors when we left 
B--. Some of our guests were with us until 
very shortly before my family left, and can 
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testify to this, for the good reason that in the 
endeavour to localise the extraordinary noises, 
all doors and other parts of the house were 
constantly examined up to the very last. When 
I went to B--- at the beginning of August, 
my family had already been there a few days, 
and at once they told me they had found out 
the house was supposed to be haunted, and that 
they had heard most unaccountable noises. I 
had the greatest difficulty to persuade all my 
people to stay in the place, and after all, we left 
Scotland about the end of September, two 
months earlier than usual. I personally did 
not give any importance to the rumours that 
B-- House is haunted, and attributed the 
very remarkable noises heard to the hot-water 
pipes and the peculiar way in which the house 
is built. In fact, I have to confess I cannot 
believe in ghosts, and, consequently, I did my 
best to persuade everybody that B--- was not 
haunted, but I am afraid I was not always suc
cessful. I hope you will forgive me for taking 
up so much valuable space in your paper, but 
I had to do so in self-defence against a fa]se 
accusation.-¥ ours faithfully, H--." 
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It is believed that, in consequence of this 
letter, Mr. H-- was threatened with legal 
proceedings, which, however, have not yet been 
initiated. 

The following is the account given of the 
same period by Miss "B.," a lady of some 
position in the literary world :-

" . . . We arrived there on Wednesday the 
25th August, the house being then tenanted by 
Mr. J. R. H-- of K-- Court, C--, 
G-shire. The household consisted of Mr. 
and Mrs. H--, three sons, Miss H--, my 
sister and I, and two other guests, Colonel 
A-- and Major B---. 

" We had rooms in the wing on the ground 
floor of the house, opening off the main hall, 
divided from the rest of the house by a long 
passage, and shut off by a swing-door. Our 
rooms opened off each other, and the inner 
room opened off . a little sitting-room, which 
had a door with glass panels leading into the 
passage. The only other person who slept in 
that wing of the house was Mr. Willie H--, 
whose room was exactly opposite the door of 
our room. 
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" We heard a great deal of discussion about 
the' ghost' when we arrived, and so that night 
my sister made me sleep in the inner room 
with her. We heard nothing that night. The 
next night I slept in the outer room, and 
neither of us heard anything. The third night, 
my sister being still a little nervous, I slept 
in the inner room with her. The door of the 
outer room was locked, the door between the 
rooms was locked, and there was a wardrobe 
placed against the door leading into the sit
ting-room. We both, having taken these 
precautions, fell sound asleep. 

"I wakened suddenly in the middle of the 
night, and noticed how quiet the house was. 
Then I heard the clock strike two, and a few 
minutes later there came a crashing, 'llibrating 
batter against the door of the outer room. My 
sister was sleeping very soundly, but she 
started up in a moment at the noise, wide 
awake. 

" ' Some one must have done that,' she said ; 
'such a noise could never have been made by 
a ghost t' 

" But neither of us had the courage to go out 
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into the passage ! The noise lasted, I should 
say, for only two or three seconds, and ceased 
as suddenly as it had begun. We lay awake 
till the light came in, but the house was quite 
quiet. I may mention, as against the 'super
natural' origin of the sound, that it came 
against the outer door, did not pass in to the 
inner one, and avoided the glass-panelled door 
of the sitting-room, which would certainly have 
been shivered by the application of force suffi
cient to produce such noise. Another very 
curious thing was, that on the nights when it 
came to our door (we only heard it once, but 
other visitors heard it often) Willie H-
heard nothing; whereas on the nights when 
he was disturbed, we heard nothing, yet the 
rooms were close together. 

" The following night my sister and Miss 
H-- and two of her brothers sat up all night 
in the morning-room, which opened off the main 
hall. We sat with the door open and in the 
dark, but neither heard or saw anything ; the 
house was absolutely still. 

"The next night my sister and I stayed in 
Miss H--'s room, watching with her. It 

Digitized by Coogle 



OF B-- HOUSE 59 

was on the third storey of the house, and on 
a line with the specially haunted room, then 
occupied by Colonel A--. Two of the men 
sat up downstairs. 

"After 2. 30 Mr. Eustace H-- came and told 
his sister we need not sit up later, as everything 
was so quiet, and the noises seldom came after 
that hour. He went to his room then, but his 
door was scarcely closed when we all heard a 
loud knocking at Colonel A--'s door. We 
ran out, without waiting a moment, into the 
passage, where the lamps were still burning 
brightly, but it was absolutely empty and quiet. 
We heard it several times that night in distant 
parts of the house, and once we heard a 
scream, which seemed to come from overhead. 
We stayed six days in the house after this, 
but heard nothing more ourselves, though 
every one else in the house was disturbed 
nightly." 

The Major B- mentioned in the above 
statement has been good enough to furnish 
the following note as to his personal impres
siOns:-

"On 22nd August 1896 I arrived at B---, 
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and remained there until the 2nd September. 
During this period I slept in the room on the 
first floor, which is at the end of a short corridor 
running from the top of the back stairs to my 
room [No. 1 ]. 

" Colonel A-- occupied the room next to 
me [No. 3]. It was a double room, connected 
by a door, and was situated just at the top 
of the back stair. 

"August 24th, about 3.30 A.M., I heard very 
loud knocking, apparently on Colonel A--'s 
door, about nine raps in all-three raps 
quickly, one after the other, then three more 
the same, and three more the same. It was 
as if some one was hitting the door with his 
fist as hard as he could hit. I left my room 
at once, but could find nothing to account for 
the noise. It was broad daylight at the time. 
I heard the same noises on the 28th and 30th 
August at about the same hour, viz. between 
3 and 4 A.M." 

The following, which adds somewhat to the 
above, was contained in a private letter written 
in January 1897 from Major B-- to the Hon. 
E--F-:-

- - - -------..illfl--
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" Between two and four in the morning there 
used to be noises on the door (of Colonel 
A--'s room), as if a very strong man were 
hitting the panels as hard as ever he could 
hit, three times in quick succession-a pause, 
and then three times again in quick suc
cession, and perhaps another go. It was so 
loud that I thought it was on the door of his 
dressing-room, but he said he thought it was 
on his bedroom door. One theory is, that it 
was the hot water in the pipes getting cold, 
which, I am told, would make a. loud throb
bing noise. I tripped out pretty quick the 
first time I heard it, but could see nothing. 
Of course it is broad daylight in Scotland 
then. 

" The same banging was, I believe, heard on 
one of the bedroom doors down the passage, 
in the wing on the ground floor, and on in
vestigation I found there were hot-water pipes 
just outside that door as well. There were 
yarns innumerable while I was there about 
shrieks and footsteps heard, and bedclothes 
torn off. But I did not experience these. . . . 
I don't think the noises were done by a. 
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practical joker, as there were too many people 
on the alert. . . . " 

The Ron. E--- F-- wrote to Miss Freer 
on March 4th :-

" ... [Major] B- is now in London, and 
I have seen him twice. He says (1) the hot
water pipe theory is not his own, but was 
suggested by an engineer friend. He should 
not himself have thought that hot-water pipes 
could make so big a noise. Besides, Colonel 
A-- described the noise as a banging either 
against the door itself, or against the door of 
the wardrobe inside the room .... (2) He, 
B--, heard the noise himself several times 
and bolted out into the passage at once, but 
saw nothing. The noise sounded like a very 
loud banging at A--'s door .... (3) He 
confirms the story about A-- being unable 
to sleep, and says he used to go to sleep on the 
moor in consequence." 

During Colonel Taylor's tenancy similar 
noises were heard, both when the water was 
totally cut off and when, from some defect 
in the apparatus, it never reached a high 
temperature. 
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The Colonel A- referred to, corroborates 
this account, as follows, in a letter to Major 
B--: 

"MY DEAR B--, You write asking me about 
B- House and its spook. Well, I never 
saw anything, and what I heard was what 
you heard, a terrific banging at one's bedroom 
door, generally about from 2 to 3 A.M., about 
two nights out of three. Of course there were 
other yarns of things heard, &c., but I personally 
never heard or experienced anything else than 
this banging at the door, which I never could 
account for. . . • 

Before passing from the subject of Colonel 
A--, it is as well to mention that after leaving 
B-- he went to stay at another country house, 
and the butler there spoke to him of the haunt
ing of B--, where he himself was a servant 
some years before. This butler was asked for 
further information, but sent only the following 
reply:-

" Your note to hand regarding B--. I am 
afraid what I saw or heard would be of little 
value to your book, therefore I would rather say 
nothing." 
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It will be observed that, so far from denying 
the facts, he admits that he saw and heard 
certain things, which he refuses to describe ; but 
as this evidence is circumstantial rather than 
direct, it is inserted here rather than in the 
place to which, chronologically, it would, if 
fuller, properly have belonged. 

Mr. and Mrs. "G." were also guests at B-
during the occupation of the H--s. Mrs. 
"G." published an account of her experiences 
in a magazine article, of course with fictitious 
names ; but she affirms that she has in no 
sense "written up" the story, which, indeed, is 
entirely corroborated by other evidence :-

"October 9th, 1896.-Some friends of mine 
took the place this year for the shooting, and, 
relying on the glowing description they had 
received, took it on trust, and in July last took 
possession of it without having previously seen 
it. For a few days all went well ; the family 
established themselves in the old part of the 
house, leaving a new wing for their guests. The 
haunted room (for so I may justly call it) was 
inhabited by two or three persons in succession, 
who were so alarmed and disturbed by the 
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violent knockings, shrieks, and groans which 
they heard every night, and which were also 
heard by many others along the same corridor, 
that they refused to sleep there after the first 
few nights. Those who serve under her 
Majesty's colours are proverbially brave; they 
will gladly die for their country, with sword 
in hand and face to the foe. For this reason 
•a distinguished officer [Colonel A--, above 
quoted] was the next occupant of the haunted 
chamber, and was told nothing of its ante
cedents. The morning after his arrival he came 
down refreshed, and keen for the day's sport. 
I may here mention, no one is ever disturbed 
the first night of their stay. During the suc
ceeding nights, however, he was continually 
roused from his slumbers by the most terrific 
noises, and want of sleep would cause him to 
become drowsy when out shooting on the moor, 
and would tempt him to make a bed of the 
purple heather and fragrant myrtle. 

" A friend of mine, a man of great nerve and 
courage, next inhabited the room, and went 
through the same experiences. He took every 
possible means to discover the cause of the 

B 
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sounds, and failed in accounting for them in 
any way. He said the blows on the door were 
so violent he often looked, expecting to see it 
shattered to atoms. Since he left no one has 
been put into this room, but the noises continue, 
and are heard throughout the house. Even the 
dogs cannot be coaxed into this room, and if 
forced into it, they crouch with marked signs 
of fear. 

" The disturbances take place between 12 and 
4.30, and never at any other time. A young 
lady, of by no means timid disposition, and 
pOBBessed of great presence of mind, has often 
heard the swing-door pushed open and footsteps 
coming along the corridor, pausing at the door. 
She has frequently looked out and seen nothing. 
The footsteps she has also heard in her room, 
and going round her bed. Many persons have 
had the same experiences, and many have 
heard the wild unearthly shriek which has rung 
through the house in the stillneBB of the night. 

"I will now give my own experience. I arrived 
with my husband and daughter on September 17, 
having been duly warned by my friends of the 
nocturnal disturbances. \Ve were put in rooms 
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adjoining1 at the end of the new wing. I kept 
a light in my room, but the first night all was 
still. Next night, about 2 A.M., a succession 
of thundering knocks came from the end of our 
passage, re-echoing through the house, where it 
was heard by many others. About half-an-hour 
afterwards my husband heard a piercing shriek ; 
then all was still, save for the hooting of the 
owls in the neighbouring trees. When the grey 
dawn stole in it was welcome ; so was the 
cheery sound of the bagpipes, as the kilted 
piper took his daily round in the early morning. 
The next night and succeeding ones we heard 
loud single knocks at different doors along our 
passage. The last night but one before we left 
I was roused from sleep by hearing the clock 
strike one, and immediately it had ceased six 
violent blows shook our own door on its hinges, 
and came with frightful rapidity, followed by 
deep groans. After this sleep was impossible. 
The next night, our last in Scotland, my husband 
and others watched in our passage all night, 
and though the sounds were again heard in 
different directions, nothing was to be seen. 
As I write, at the commencement of October, 
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the house on the lonely hillside is deserted ; 
the tenants have gone southwards; an old care
taker (too deaf to hear the weird sounds which 
nightly awaken the echoes) is the sole occupant. 
Even she closes up all before dusk, and retires 
into her quarters below ; though she hears not, 
her sight is unimpaired, and she perhaps dreads 
to meet the hunchback figure which is said to 
glide up the stairs, or the shadowy form of a 
grey lady who paces with noiseless footfall the 
lonely corridor, and has been seen to pass 
through the door of one of the rooms. Within 
the last two months a man with bronzed com
plexion and bent figure has been seen by two 
gentlemen, friends of mine. They both describe 
him as having come through the door and 
passed through the room in which they were 
about three in the morning. I have tried to 
give a faithful and accurate account of these 
strange events. I leave it to each and all to 
form their own opinion on the matter." 

Some passages in private letters to Miss Freer 
and Lord Bute written by Mrs. " G.," should 
be quoted as bearing upon some points in the 
above:-
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"February 9th.-I am going to ask you if 
you do go there [B-- House J if you would let 
me know if you see or hear anything. I 
am immensely interested in it, as we stayed 
there in the autumn with some friends who 
took it, and anything more horribly haunted 
could not be. I never should have believed 
it if I had not been there." 

After the appearance of The Times cor
respondent's accusation against the H-
family, Mrs. "G." wrote as follows to Lord 
Bute:-

" June lOth.-If the noises complained of 
by nearly all who have stayed at B-- were 
the result of practical jokes perpetrated by 
the H--a, how is it that not only were 
they heard by guests who stayed there years 
ago, but are admitted by members of the S-
family to have been heard by themselves 1 
Miss Freer also has told me, that the same 
noises were heard at all hours day and night 
by herself and her guests for months after the 
H- family and their servants had left 
Scotland. This so completely exonerates them 
from the absurd charge, that I should hardly 

. 
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have mentioned it, had not Miss Freer seemed 
quite under the impression that practical jokes 
had been played during the tenancy of the 
H--s ; and as a proof of this, she told me 
that the doors, especially of two of the rooms, 
were marked with nailed boots, and the panels 
even split through, and this damage was 
attributed by her to the younger members 
of the H-- family. I am happy to say 
I was able to disabuse her mind of this 
idea, as we were staying at B- within a 
few days of their leaving Scotland, and I 
had most carefully examined the doors espe
cially of the two rooms specified, one of 
which was our own room. There was not a 
scratch, nor the smallest mark or indentation; 
others can also vouch for this fact. The 
H--s had all left B- for good at that 
time, except the eldest son, and Miss Freer 
agreed with me that whatever damage was 
done to the doors, must therefore have been 
done after the H--s left, and before her 
party came in. . . . The hot- water pipe 
theory revived by the writer of the article 
in The Times is disproved by Miss Freer, 
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who told me that the hot-water apparatus 
was not used for some time, and that the dis
turbances continued just the same. . . . The 
stories told in connection with B-- were 
not circulated or started by the H-- family. 
They were told to them by persons living 
around B--." 

In a letter to Miss Freer, dated June 12th, 
Mrs. "G." writes, in reference to the charge of 
practical joking :-

"They are the most unlikely family to do 
such a thing ; and besides, if further proof were 
wanted, the young men of the family were away 
from B-- when we stayed there ten days, 
and there was only one night when we did not 
hear the noises." 

Miss Freer of course entirely accepts Mrs. 
"G.'s" statement, and that of Mr. H-- as 
published in The Times. She had been led to 
her earlier conclusions as to the marks of a 
boot-heel on the upper panels of the doors 
by the statements of interested persons. 

A suggestive point in this connection is the 
fact, to which Miss "G." has herself testified, 
that while Mr. and Mrs. "G." were disturbed 
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to the utmost degree, their daughter, who slept 
in a room communicating with that of her 
mother, heard nothing whatever; from which 
it would appear that the noises heard by them 
were subjective, and that the alleged evidence 
of the boot-heel, even were it credible, would 
be, in fact, irrelevant. 

The mention of the hallucinatory nature of 
such phenomena suggests attention to the in
tellectual acumen displayed by The Times corre
spondent in saying that " Lord Bute ought to 
have employed a couple of intelligent detec
tives " for the purpose of catching subjective 
hallucinations. On the same principle, he ought 
to offer to his learned friend, Sir James Crichton-. 
Browne, well known as an alienist, some advice 
as to the best mode of securing morbid halluci
nations in strait-waistcoats. Is he prepared 
to propose to take photographs of a dream, to 
put thoughts under lock and key, or to advocate 
the supply of hot and cold water on every floor 
of a castle in the air 1 

One of the guests at B-- during Colonel 
Taylor's tenancy wrote after his return to 
London to Miss Freer as follows :-
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"March 24th.-I went to call the other 
day on the 'G.'s' who chanced to be still in 
town .... I begin chronologically, and give 
you what I was told in all seriousneBB. . . . The 
H-s knew nothing about any stories of 
haunting when they took the place, and Miss 
H-- and one of the sons went up, most 
innocently, to prepare for the arrival of the 
others. As soon as they entered it the son 
said to his sister that he couldn't explain why, 
but he had a conviction that the house was 
haunted. That night, however, nothing hap
pened. But the second night the hangings 
began. An old Spanish nurse was in the 
haunted room, and was greatly disturbed by 
the noise upon her door, which seemed as if it 
were going to be burst open. She didn't seem 
to be alarmed in the least however, and later 
took steps to secure its remaining shut by stuff
ing a towel under the chink (why this should 
secure it I rather fail to see, still that was her 
view). Apparently the ghost resented this, and 
one night did actually burst the door open, with 
such violence that the towel was precipitated 
into the middle of the room. The longer they 
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stayed in the house, the worse things got. The 
noises were all over the house more or less, 
and were by no means confined to hangings. 
Miss H-- slept in room No. 8, where the 
ghost limped round her bed. She was so 
alarmed that she fetched her brother in, and 
he slept on the sofa. The limping began again, 
and she asked him if he heard anything, and 
he at once agreed that somebody was walking 
round the bed. In his own room-1 forget 
which-he twice saw the ghost, once in the 
shape of an indeterminate mist, once in the 
shape of a man, who came in by the door 
and vanished in the wall. Mrs. ' G.' * now 
appears on the scene, and slept in No. 1 (I 
thin/c). She heard only the hangings, which 
she declares were indescribably loud. They 
were mostly at the door of the haunted room. 
Traps were laid to catch unwary jesters ; the 
door, or the surrounding floor, I forget which, 
was covered with flour, and wires were stretched 
across the door ; and if I had the proper mind 

* See her own account, p. 64. The account here given, 88 will 
be aeen, ia not quite accurate 88 to the precile rooms. Mrs. "0." 
slept in the wing. 
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of a ghost-story narrator, I should say that the 
hangings were as bad as ever, and the flour and 
the wires were found undisturbed. 

"But as a matter of fact she didn't say that, 
though doubtless she intended to, but jumped 
on to something else. Mr. "G.," who was 
there some weeks after his wife, was put down 
in the wing-1 don't know which room-and 
had visitations. He heard steps approach down 
the passage, followed by a heavy body flinging 
itself against his door. He also heard screams, 
which seemed to him to recede as though the 
screamer was passing through the walls. (I 
couldn't quite understand this effect, but that 
was how he described it.) Their chaplain, who 
was put into the haunted room, was also greatly 
worried, and both he and the Spanish nurse 
and Colonel A-- all had the sensation that 
their bedclothes were being pulled off, and they 
had to hold on to them to prevent their de
parture. The most interesting part of the story 
is that Mrs. 8-- later admitted to Mrs. " G." 
that it was quite true the house was supposed 
to be haunted, that she had lived there for 
twenty years, and at various times there had 
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been outbreaks of this kind of thing of greater 
or less duration, but that the outbreaks had 
not been often enough for them to think it 
worth while mentioning the fact to incoming 
tenants. It appears also that the story of the 
hangings on the table in the daylight on the 
occasion of the last interview between the late 
Mr. S--and the land-steward, came from one 
of the young S s. It was also said that one 
of the young S--s used to sleep in the dress
ing-room between No. 1 and the haunted room, 
and used to complain that somebody kept pulling 
his bedclothes off. 

" I may add that it is quite clear that the 
people about the place-some of whom, on my 
leaving, I vainly tried to draw-have been 
threatened not to talk about the ghost. There 
was no mystery about it whatever last year, 
the station officials being exceedingly loquacious 
and full of information. . . ." 

The above are the circumstances which The 
Times correspondent thus describes :-

" Lord Bute's confidence has been grossly 
abused by some one. It was represented to him 
by some one that he was taking the ' most 
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haunted house in Scotland,' a house with an 
old and established reputation for mysterious 
if not supernatural disturbances. What he 
has got is a house with no reputation whatever 
of that kind, with no history, with nothing 
germane to his purpose beyond a cloud of base
less rumours produced during the last twelve
month. Who is responsible for the imposture 
it is not my business to know or to inquire, but 
that it is an imposture of the most shallow and 
impudent kind there can be no manner of doubt. 
I interviewed in P- a man who has the 
district at his finger- tips, and was ready to 
enumerate in order all the shooting properties 
in the valley. He had never heard until the 
moment I spoke to him of B-- possessing any 
reputation, ancient or modern, for being haunted, 
although he is familiar with the estate, and has 
slept in the house. It has no local reputation 
of the kind even now beyond the parish it 
stands m. The whole thing has been fudged 
up in London upon the basis of some dis
torted account of the practical jokes of the 
H--s." 

As the writer in question obtained his 
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admission to the house as a guest by Sir 
James Crichton Browne's solicitation through 
Sir William Huggins and Lord Bute, it might 
naturally have been supposed that the real 
facts were known to him, at least so far as 
they were concerned. It appears, however, 
that he cherished a voluntary ignorance upon 
the subject, to judge from the phrase, " it is 
not my business to know or to inquire." Of 
such a writer, and of such statements, the 
reader will now form his own opinion ; but 
that the correspondent in question should con
tinue to cling to his journalistic anonymity, 
is little to be wondered at. 

Colonel Taylor served in the Bedfordshire 
Regiment. He was afterwards Professor of 
Tactics at Sandhurst, and retired in 1894. 

Possessed of means, leisure, and intelligence, 
he chose to make the study of psychic sub
jects his particular occupation. He is one of 
the seven fundamental members who, in 1895, 

signed the Articles of Association of the London 
Spiritualist Alliance, holds office in the Society 
for Psychical Research, and has rendered very 
valuable services in investigation of various 
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kinds. Having made the investigation of 
houses alleged to be haunted his special 
province, he may be fairly considered to be 
somewhat of an expert in this matter. It may, 
or may not, be regarded as a. drawback to his 
usefulness in this direction, that he is so 
peculiarly insensitive to subjective impressions, 
that a man who is colour-blind would be 
almost as useful a. witness as to shades of 
colour as Colonel Taylor upon hallucinations, 
local or otherwise ; but, as will be seen, he is 
fertile in expedients, experienced in research, 
and careful and observant of the phenomena 
experienced by others. 

Lord Bute, who takes some interest in scien
tific matters, has been accustomed not infre
quently to defray the cost of scientific work 
which he is unable to undertake himself, and 
he offered to meet the expense of the lease of 
B-- if Colonel Taylor would take the house, 
a. proposal which he accepted. 

This is what The 1'imes correspondent of 
June 8, 1897, thought proper to describe in 
the words, "for reasons which are differently 
stated in London and in Perth, where the agent 
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for the proprietor is to be found, Lord Bute 
did not take the house in his own name, but in 
that of Colonel Taylor." 

It would have been equally true to say of 
the Coptic texts, published at Lord Bote's 
expense by Mr. Budge of the British Museum, 
that Lord Bute wrote and published these 
books under the name of Budge. 

Had Colonel Taylor been prevented by cir
cumstances from becoming tenant of B-
Rouse, Sir William Crookes, the present Presi
dent of the British Association and of the 
Society for Psychical Research, or Mr. Arthur 
Smith, Treasurer of the S. P. R., was willing 
to take the lease. 

Having thus agreed to Lord Bote's proposal, 
Colonel Taylor at once proceeded to make him
self acquainted with the history of B-- House. 
He naturally placed himself in communication 
with the late tenant, assuming that that gentle
man would be willing to assist in investigating 
the phenomena by which his family and guests 
had been annoyed. But the only information 
which Mr. H-- seemed disposed to give was 
an admission that some members of his family 
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had heard noises, and that the house was locally 
reported to be haunted. 

However, other sources of information as to 

the experiences of the H- establishment were 
fortunately available. 

Captain 8-'s agents made no scruple 
about letting the house to the well-known 
expert. The Edinburgh agents, Messrs. Speedy, 
indeed mentioned the haunting, and expressed 
the hope that Colonel Taylor would not make 
it the subject of compJaint, as had been done 
by the H-- family, and they received the 
assurance that this was not a score upon which 
he would give trouble. In regard to the letters 
of Messrs. R. H. Moncrieff & Co., dated J nne 
12, 1897, which appeared in The Times, it 
can only be said that the impression which 
they were likely to convey was, that Colonel 
Taylor was an imaginary being like John 
Doe or Richard Roe. Their scepticism must 
have been of recent origin, since none was 
manifested on receiving his rent. Their posi
tion is in any case unfortunate, since, even 
if unclouded by doubt as to the Colonel's 
personality, they appear to wish the public · to 
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believe that they seriously thought that one 
well known as a Spiritualist in England and 
America, a retired Professor of Military Tactics, 
with a comfortable house at Cheltenham, a 
member of the Junior United Service Club in 
London, a man who neither shoots nor fishes, 
had been suddenly seized in his mature years 
with a desire to hire an isolated country house 
in Perthshire, in the depths of winter, for the 
purpose of trying his 'prentice hand upon rabbit
shooting on a small scale. 

Colonel Taylor, who is a widower without a 
daughter, was at this time much occupied by 
the illness and death of a near relative, and 
was unable for the moment to take up residence 
at B-- House. Lord Bute accordingly ex
pressed a hope that Miss Freer would undertake 
to conduct the investigation. Mr. Myers also 
wrote urgently to her, saying, " If you don't 
get phenomena, probably no one will." She 
was abroad at the time, but at considerable per
sonal inconvenience consented to return, and 
on December 26th she wrote to Lord Bute, 
stating that she could reach Ballechin on 
February 2nd, and adding-
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" I have been reflecting further on the 
question of the personality of investigators. 
I think the names you suggest, and some 
others which occur to me, divide naturally into 
three classes (assuming, and I think you agree 
with me, that it does not follow that every 
one can discover a ghost because it is there, 
nor that their failure to discover it is any 
proof that it is not there). (1) Those who have 
personal experience of phenomena, and may be 
expected to be susceptible to psychic influences ; 
(2) those who have no personal powers in that 
line, but are open-minded and sympathetic; and 
(3) those who are passively open to conviction. 
A fourth class, those who come to look for . evi
dence against the phenomena, but will accept 
none for it, should, I think, be left until we 
have some demonstrable evidence to show. . .• 
Mr. Myers proposes himself for April 14-21. ... 

I should suggest the keeping of a diary, in which 
every one willing to do so should make entries, 
negative or affirmative." 

The Times Correspondent further criticised 
the method of inquiry employed at B---. 

" Lord Bote's original idea was a good one, but 
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it was never properly carried out. Observing 
that the S. P. R. had made many investigations 
in a perfunctory and absurd manner by sending 
somebody to a haunted house for a couple of 
nights and then writing an utterly worthless 
report, he desired in this case a continuous 
investigation extending over a considerable 
period. He ought, therefore, to have employed 
a couple of intelligent detectives for the whole 
term, and thus secured real continuity. As 
things are, the only continuity is to be found in 
the presence-itself not entirely continuous-of 
the lady just mentioned. But simply because 
she is a lady, and because she had her duties as 
hostess to attend to, she is unfit to carry out 
the actual work of investigating the phenomena 
in question. Some of her assistants sat up all 
night, with loaded guns, in a condition of abject 
fright; others, there is reason to suspect, manu
factured phenomena for themselves; and nearly 
all seem to have begun by assuming supernatural 
interference, instead of leaving it for the final 
explanation of whatever might be clearly proved 
to be otherwise inexplicable." 

It is hardly necessary to repudiate such a 
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condition of mind on the part of the guests at 
B-, but it may be well to remark that the 
writer of this sapient paragraph seems to be 
under the impression that every result of certain 
forces at present imperfectly understood is 
supernatural. The assertion that any one who 
was in the house during Colonel Taylor's 
tenancy believed in the possibility of the exist
ence of anything supernatural is, so far as the 
present editors are aware, a pure fabrication, 
having no foundation whatever. In their own 
belief all things which exist, or can exist, are, 
ipso facto, natural, although their nature may 
not belong to the plane of being in which we 
are normally accustomed to move. 

In this connection may be usefully quoted the 
following passages from Miss Freer's article in 
The Nineteenth Century, August 1897 :-

"Some of my friends asked me how I pro
posed to organise a haunted house research, to 
which I could only reply that I didn't propose 
to do anything of the sort. It seemed to me 
that among several things to be avoided was 
self-consciousness of any kind, that the natural 
thing to do was to settle down to a country-
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house life, make it as pleasant as possible, and 
await events .... The subject of the 'haunting' 
was never accentuated, and we always tried to 
prevent talking it over with new-comers. . . . 
As to the guests, for the most part they came 
on no special principle of selection. . . . Several 
of our visitors had more or less special interest 
in the inquiry, but others merely came for a 
country-house visit or for sport, and some knew 
nothing whatever till after their arrival of any 
special interest alleged to attach to the house. . . . 
Analysing our list of guests, I find that there 
were eleven ladies, twenty-one gentlemen, and 
The Times Correspondent. Of the gentlemen, 
three were soldiers, three lawyers, two were men 
of letters, one an artist, two were in business, 
four were clergy, one a physician, ... and five, 
men of leisure." 

It would be unnecessary to quote all the 
preliminary correspondence ; but the following 
passages from Lord Bute's letters to Miss Freer 
help to explain the situation, and the relation 
of those concerned :-

" December 20th.-. . . I am afraid I shall 
encroach even further upon your kindness. 
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Myers has all the papers, but I fancy you 
would rather know al!l little as possible, so 
as not to be influenced by expectation. It is 
no case of roughing it. B- House is, I 
believe, a luxurious country house, ample, 
though not too large, in a beautiful neighbour
hood .•.. " 

A letter of December 22nd refers to a sug
gestion that the phenomena were produced by 
trickery, a fact which is mentioned to show 
that the possibility was kept in view from the 
first. 

On January 23rd, "Not a day should be 
lost in beginning the observation, which ought 
to be continuous. Such a chance has never 
occurred before, and may never occur again. 
Orders have been given to get the house ready 
for immediate occupation." 

Miss Freer, accompanied by her friend Miss 
Constance Moore (a daughter of the late Rev. 
Daniel Moore, Prebendary of St. Paul's and 
Chaplain, to the Queen), arrived at B-
House on February 3, 1897. 
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VISIT TO B- HOUSE 

Febnmry Srd, Wednuda_y.-Constance Moore and I 
arrived from Edinburgh, with Mac., the maid, a little 
after 10 P.M., having sent on beforehand the following 
servants :-Robinson and Mrs. Robinson, butler and cook ; 
Carter and Hannah, two housemaids. 

I bad engaged them on behalf of Colonel Taylor in 
Edinburgh last e\•ening. They had all good characters, 
and were well recommended. We told them nothing, of 
course, of the reputation of the house, and were careful to 
choose persons of mature age, and not excitable girls. 

I had seen no plans nor photographs of the house, and 
merely desired that any rooms should be prepared for us 
that were near together-i.e. bedroom, dressing-room, and 
maid's room. Mr. C-- [who met us in Edinburgh, and 
is a lawyer, mentioned hereafter], who had seen plans, 
asked what orders we bad given, and remarked that, 
as far as he knew, we should secure one quiet night, 
as the "haunted " part contained, apparently, no dressing
rooms. 

The bouse looked very gloomy. It was not cold out of 
doors, though thick snow lay on the ground. Inside it 
felt like a vault, having been empty for months. None of 

91 
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the stores onlered bad arrived. We had no linen, knives, 
plate, wine, food, and very little fuel or oil. Candles and 
bread and milk and a tin of meat had been got for us in 
the village. We ate and went to bed. The room was 
so cold that we had to cover our faces, and we had no 
bed-linen. We had been very busy all day in F...dinburgh, 
and soon fell asleep. 

Febroarg 4th, Tlmrsda!J.-1 awoke suddenly, just before 
S A.M. Miss Moore, who had been lying awake over two 
hours, said, "I want you to stay awake and listen." 
Almost immediately I was startled by a loud clanging 
sound, which seemed to resound through the house. The 
mental image it brought to my mind was as of a long 
metal bar, such as I have seen near iron-foundries, being 
struck at intervals with a wooden mallet. The noise was 
distinctly as of metal struck with wood; it seemed to 
come diagonally across the house. It sounded so loud, 
though distant, that the idea that any inmate of the 
house should not hear it seems ludicrous. It was re
peated with varying degrees of intensity at frequent 
intervals during the next two hours, sometimes in single 
blows, sometimes double, sometimes treble, latterly con
tinuous. We did not get up, though not alarmed. We 
had been very seriously cautioned as to the possibilities 
of practical joking ; and as we were alone on that floor 
in a large house, of which we did not even kuow the 
geography, we thought it wiser to await developments. 
We knew the servants' staircase was distant, though not 
exactly where. 

About 4.30 we heard voices, apparently in the maid's 
room, undoubtedly on the same floor. We had for some 
time heanl the housemaids overhead coughing, occa-
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sionally speaking, and we thought they had got up and 
bad come down to her room. 

After five o'clock the noises seemed to have ceased, 
and Miss Moore fell asleep. About 5.30 I heard them 
again, apparently more distant. I continued awake, but 
heanl no more. 

About 8 A.M. the maid brought us some tea. She said 
she had slept very badly, had worried over our apparent 
restlessness, as she had heanl voices and footsteps and 
the sound of things dragged about, but that the maida 

had not been downstairs. We had never risen, and had 
spoken seldom, and in low tones, and an empty room (the 
dressing-room) intervened between Mac.'s room and ours. 

In onler, as we supposed, to follow up the noises we, later, 
in the day moved our rooms to the other side of the 
house, especially choosing those from which the sounds 
seemed to proceed-Nos. 6 and 7-leaving Mac., the maid, 
in No.8. 

The whole day has been occupied with exploring the 
house, sending for food and supplies, trying to thaw the 
rooms, moving furniture to make things homelike, and 
trying to arrive at a little comfort. 

The house will soon be very pleasant, and only needs 
living in, but it feels like a vault. It is very roomy and 
very light. Nothing less like the conventional" haunted" 
house could be conceived. The main body of the house 
was built in 1806, the wing about 1888, with the apparent 
object of providing the children of the family with rooms 
outside the "haunted" area. It is cheerful, sunny, con
venient, healthy, and built on a very simple plan, which 
admits of no dark comers or mysteries of any kind. A 
pleasauter house to live in I would not desire, but it is 
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constructed for summer rather than for winter use. It 
bas been added to at least twice, and there is much waste 
space. The original mansion, which was, I understand, 
upon a different site, was dated 1579; the new wing was 
built about fourteen years ago, and consists of four rooms 
and offices, adapted for schoolroom or nursery use. But 
the older walls are of great thickness. 

After dusk we sat down to rest, and for the first time 
read the papers relating to the bouse,* breaking open 
the envelope in which Mr. Myers had given them to me. 
I had done this for my own satisfaction, as I wanted, if 
only for a few hours, to have as unprejudiced a presenta
tion of the place as was possible under the circumstances. 
Miss Moore had heard some of the rumours about the 
bouse in Edinburgh from Mr. MacP-- and Mr. C--, 
but I had avoided all information as far as I could. 

We now learnt, to our chagrin, that we bad done the 
wrong thin(, and bad left rooms alleged to be haunted, 
and taken two apparently innocent. We, however, con
soled ourselves by the reflection that we can offer the 
others to our guests, and that we are at all events ne.rt 
to No. 8, which has an evil reputation. 

It is the room in which Sarah N-- died, 
and in which Miss H-- heard the limping 
footsteps walking round her bed. 

As we had been told that the avenue is shunned by 
the whole neighbourhood after dark, we went out for a 
stroll up and down about six o'clock. We saw nothing, 

• They consisted of a IUl8ll part of the evidence already quoted. 
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but our dog Scamp growled at the fir plantation beside 
the road. 

Mr. L F-- [eminent as an electrical engineer], 
arrived about 10 P.M. We thought it polite to give him 
a quiet night after so long a journey, and he is sleeping 
in No.5. 

February Stla, Frida,y.-Miss Moore and I slept well. 
We were both desperately tired. 

Mr. L F-- awoke suddenly at 2.80. No phenomena. 
He bas an excellent little apparatus, an electric flash
light, which be is able to keep under his pillow and 
tum on at a second's notice, very convenient for 
11 ghost" bunting-no delay, and no possibility of blowing 
it out. 

The maids tell mine that they beard the sounds below 
them of continuous speaking or reading, and 11 supposed 
the young ladies were reading to one another." 

This is the first occasion on which there has 
been mention of the sound of continuous reading 
aloud, which afterwards became extremely fami
liar. The sound was always that well known to 
Roman Catholics as that of a priest " saying his 
office." It may be as well to remind the reader 
that Clerks in Holy Orders of that Church are, 
like those of the Anglican, strictly bound to read 
through the whole of the Daily Service every 
day, and it is not permitted to do this merely 
by the eye, the lips must utter the words. In 
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practice some are accustomed to move the lips 
with hardly any sound, and such, we have 
ascertained, is the custom of the Rev. P-
H-; others read it absolutely aloud, and 
will retire to their own rooms or other places, 
where they may be alone for the purpose. 
This, we heard, was the invariable practice of 
the Rev. Mr. "I.," the chaplain of Mr. and 
Mrs. "G." 

As a matter of fact, we were sleeping on the other 
side of the house, and the rooms under the maids' rooms 
were empty .... In the evening, about six o'clock, we 
strolled down the avenue again, and Scamp, who never 
does bark except under strong excitement, again barked 
and growled at the copse. 

The Hon. E. F--, a fellow-member of an S. P. R. 
committee, arrives to-night. Hospitality constrains us to 
put him in No. 4, which is "not haunted." 

I asked after the success of the new kitchenmaid, a 
local importation, who arrived yesterday. I was told she 
had already gone. The cook told me" she talked all sorts 
of nonsense about the house, and the things that bad 
happened in it, and bad been seen in it, all day ; and then 
at night refused to sleep here, and the butler bad to walk 
home with her at eleven o'clock." 

The Factor [anglice: bailiff] came this morning, and I 
fancied a special intention in his manner. He was much 
annoyed about the kitchenmaid, said such talk was "all 
bavers" [anglice: "drivel"], begged me not to employ her 
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again, and undertook to get another, lending me a girl in 
his own service meanwhile. 

I went with him into the wing to get him to see to 
things there. We have been too busy in getting the rest 
of the bouse into order to look after it yet; but I find the 
pipes are out of order, the cisterns frozen, and the " set
basins" in the three bedrooms and bath-room out of work
ing order. He promised attention, but discouraged the 
use of the wing. " Had we not room enough without? " 
and so on. I suggested that, any way, for the sake of the 
rest of the house it must be aired and thawed, and he 
insisted that the kitchen fire below did that sufficiently. 

I canno~ help remembering that this is the scene of the 
phenomena recorded by Miss" B--," as Duncan R--, 
the factor, is well aware. Also, be was persistent about 
"keeping out the natives," and their chatter, if I wanted 
to keep the servants, but did not specify the nature of the 
chatter, and I asked no questions. 

Ftbrva'!J61h, Saturda!J.-No phenomena last night. The 
house perfectly stiJl. 

During Colonel Taylor's tenancy a good many 
experiments of different kinds were made in 

hypnotism, crystal gazing,and automatic writing. 
These, however, belong to a class of matter quite 
different from that of spontaneous phenomena, 
and are therefore not referred to, with the ex
ception of a single instance of crystal gazing, 
which, though relating to B--, was made else
where, and one or two occasions of automatic 

0 
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writing. This latter method of inquiry dis
played all the weakness to which it is usually, 
and apparently, inherently liable, and is only 
mentioned here as explaining other matters. 
Its chief interest was that it supplied a name 
marked by a certain peculiarity which after
wards became familiar, and that it led to a 
hypothesis as to at least one of the personalities 
by whom certain phenomena were professedly 
caused. 

In the afternoon an experiment was made 
with the apparatus known as a Oui,ja board, and 
this, as is very often the case, resolved itself, 
after a time, into automatic writing. There is 
in the library a portrait of a very handsome 
woman, to which no name is attached, but which 
shows the costume of the last century. Her 
name was asked, and the word Iihbel was given 
several times. It is not certain whether this 
word was meant as an answer to the question, 
or whether, as often happens in such cases, 
it was intended merely as an announcement 
of the name of the informant supposed to com
municate. 

The word, as given, possesses the following 
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peculiarity. In the Gaelic language the vowels 
e and i have the effect of aspirating an s im
mediately preceding them, in the same way 
in which they effect the c in Italian, or the g 

in Spanish, so that, as in Italian ce and ci are 
pronounced chay and chee, so in Gaelic se and 
si are pronounced shay and shee. The name 
Isabel is written in Gaelic Iseabal, but the e 
is absorbed in its effect upon the s (like the i 
in the Italian clo) and the first a is so slurred 
as to be almost inaudible, so that the word is 
pronounced " Ish-bel.'' 

It was obvious, therefore, that the intelligence 
from which the writing proceeded (if such ex
isted) could write in English, and was familiar 
with the colloquial Gaelic pronunciation of the 
name, but was unacquainted with the Gaelic 
orthography. On this occasion also the name 
" Margaret " was given in its Gaelic form of 
llarghearad (somewhat similarly misspelt as 
Marget), without any special connection either 
with the questions asked, or, so far as could he 
discovered, with anything in the mind of any 
present, none of whom had interested themselves 
at that time in the S--- ancestry. 
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In reply to questions as to what could be 
done that was of use or interest, the writers 
were told to go at dusk, and in silence, to the 
glen in the avenue, and this, rightly or wrongly, 
some of those present identified with what had 
been called Scamp's Copse. They were, however, 
perplexed by being told to go " up by the 
burn," for though Miss Freer and Miss Moore 
had twice explored the spot, they had not 
observed the presence of water. The journal 
continues-

We decided to walk in the avenue, and to explore 
"Scamp's Copse " before dinner, in spite of the fact that 
we were expecting Mr. MacP-- [a barrister], Mr. C
[a solicitor], and Mr. W-- [an accountant] just about 
the time that we should be absent. Miss Moore took 
the dog off in the opposite direction, and we walked in 
silence to the plantation, Mr. L. F--, Mr. F--, and I. 
It W&'l quite dark, but the snow gleamed so white, that we 
could see our way to the plantation. We went up among 
the trees, young firs ; the snow was deep and untrodden ; 
and when we got well off the road, we found that a bum 
comes down the brae side. It is frozen bard, and we found 
it out only by the shining of the ice. 

We walked on in silence to the left of the bum, up 
the little valley, along a small opening between the trees 
and the railing which encloses them, Mr. L. F-- first, 
then I, then Mr. F-. 
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In a few minutes I saw what made me stop. The 
men stopped too, and we all stood leaning over the 
railings, and looking in silence across the bum to the 
steep bank opposite. This was white with snow, except 
to the left, where the boughs of a large oak-tree bad 
protected the ground. 

Against the snow I saw a slight black figure, a woman, 
moving slowly up the glen. She stopped, and turned 
and looked at me. She was dressed as a nun. Her face 
looked pale. I saw her band in the folds of her habiL 
Then she moved on, as it seemed, on a slope too steep 
for walking. When she came under the tree she dis
appear'!d-perhaps because there was no snow to show 
her outline. Beyond the tree she reappeared for a 
moment, where there was again a white background, 
close by the bum. Then I saw no more. I waited, and 
then, still in silence, we returned to the avenue. 

I described what I had seen. The others saw nothing. 
(This did not surprise me, for though both have been 
for many years concerned in psychical investigation, and 
have had unusual opportunities, neither has ever bad 
any «experience,'' so that one may conclude that they 
are not by temperament likely to experience either 
subjective phenomena or even thought-transference.) It 
was proposed that we should ascend the glen in her 
track on the other side of the bum. It was very difficult 
walking, the snow very deep, and after two or three 
efforts to descend the side of the bank we gave it up, 
and followed to nearly her point of disappearance, keep
ing above the tree, not below as she had done. We 
saw no more, and returned to the house, agreeing not 
to describe what had occurred, merely to SIIY that as the 
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factor (who looks about eighteen stone) is said not to 
like the avenue at dark, we had been setting him and 
others a good example. 

In a letter to Lord Bute under date February 
25th, Miss Freer describes this figure with some 
detail:-

"As you know, these figures do not appear 
before 6.30 at earliest, therefore there is little 
light upon their surface. Like other phantasms 
seen at dark, they show 'by their own light,' 
i.e. they appear to be outlined by a thread 
of light. It is therefore only when the face 
appears in profile that one can describe the 
features, and this is somewhat prevented by 
the nun's veil. 'Ishbel' appears to me to be 
slight, and of fair height. I am unable, of 
course, to- see the colour of her hair, but I 
should describe her as dark. There is an 
intensity in her gaze which is rare in light
coloured eyes. The face, as I see it, is in 
mental pain, so that it is perhaps hardly fair 
to say that it seems lacking in that repose and 
gentleness that one looks for in the religious 
life. Her dress presents no peculiarities. The 
habit is black, with the usual white about the 
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face, and I have thought that when walking 
she showed a lighter under-dress. She speaks 
upon rather a high note, with a quality of 
youth in her voice. Her weeping seemed to 
me passionate and unrestrained." 

The appearance of a nun was entirely 
unexpected, as the name "Ishbel" had been 
associated rather with the portrait of the 
beautiful woman in an eighteenth · century 
dress in the library, and it was she whom 
the witnesses, had they expected anything 

' at all, would have expected to see. Miss 
Freer, moreover, the first witness, had re
garded the statements of "Ouija" with her 
habitual scepticism as to induced phenomena, 
more particularly those of automatic writing, 
in which, as in dreams, it is almost always 
difficult to disentangle the operations of the 
normal from those of the subconscious per
sonality. 

If the name " Ishbel" were really intended to 
apply to the nun, it becomes a very curious 
question who is the person meant. A Robert 
~of B-- married, as has been already 
mentioned, Isabella H--, who died in 1784, 
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but we know of no reason for supposing that 
she ever became a nun. 

The portrait may possibly have represented 
her, but it shows a much older woman than 
the phantom so often seen ; on the other 
hand, the dates are not inconsistent, and a 
considerable distance of time is suggested by 
certain phrases which occurred in the automatic 
writing. 

'l'he person to whom the mind more natu
rally reverts is Miss Isabella S--, the sister, 
and apparently the favourite sister, of Major 
S--. As already mentioned, she professed 
as a nun under the name of Frances Helen in 
1850, and died in 1880, aged sixty-six. She 
did not, therefore, enter her convent till the 
age of thirty-five, an age much greater than 
that shown by the phantom. 

It is, moreover, interesting to note that 
this lady's name was Isabella Margaret, so 
that both names, as given automatically, may 
have really referred to her. In the seventh 
edition of "Burke's Landed Gentry," 1886, 
there appears for the first time this entry-

" IV. Isabella Af argaret, a nun, regular 
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Oanoness of the Order of the Holy Sepulchre, 
d. 23 Feb. 1880." 

The editors have obtained from the Nunnery, 
where she lived and died, a photograph, repre
senting the dress of the Community, and a 
description of herself, which is as follows :-

"She died 23ru February 1880, quickly, of 
an attack of pneumonia or acute bronchitis. 
She died a most edifying death, in perfect 
consciousness, assisted by the Confessor . . . 
and the Community around her, and having 
received the last Sacraments only a few hours 
before she expired. As to her appearance, she 
was short, rather fair, not at all stout, but 
not extraordinarily thin. 

" She entered the Community in April 
1848, was clothed in May 1849, and professed 
May 1850. We do not know whether she 
could speak Gaelic. She was very fond of 
Scotland, and very particular about the pro
nunciation of Scotch names. She was a most 
entertaining companion, being full of natural 
wit." 

The dress, which is dignified, is very peculiar 
and striking, and not the least like the very 
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ordinary nun's attire in which the phantom 
appeared, while it would be difficult to 
imagine a greater contrast than that between 
the merry old lady of the description and 
the weeping girl so often seen. 

There was, however, at least · one very 
peculiar reason, which will be noticed pre
sently, for supposing that this phantom was 
really intended to represent the late Rev. 
Mother Frances Helen, and that its inaccuracy 
was owing to the stupid, and rather melo
dramatic misconception in the mind which 
originally imagined it and transferred it to 
the witnesses at B-. 

This is our Rrrangement for to-night :-
Room 1 (where we heard noises). Mr. F--. 

, 2. Dressing-room communicating with Nos. 1 

and S ; doors opened between. 
, 3. Mr. L. F-- (specially u haunted"). 
, 4o. Mr. MacP-. 
, 5. Mr. W--. 

, 6. Dressing-room, Miss Moore. 
, 7. Myself. 
, 8. Mr. C-. (Sounds alleged, see evidence.) 

N.B.-Nothing is alleged against 4 and 5. 
February 7th, Sundo!J.-Miss Moore wus awakened this 

morning soon after one o'clock by a loud reverberating 

' 
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bang, which seemed close to her bed. She lay awake 
for a long time afterwards, but the sound was not re
peated. The men heard nothing. They report that they 
went to bed soon after eleven, and very quietly. 

My maid, who has had to give up her room, slept 
downstairs last night. She was kept awake nearly all 
uight by noises and footsteps. The wing is not yet fit 
for use, as al1 the pipes are frozen, and the only down
stairs bedroom was insufficiently aired ; so I told her to 
use that for dressing, and make herself up a bed on one 
of the sitting-room sofas, and she slept (or rather, lay 
awake) in the drawing-room. She was not frightened, as 
she thought all the noises were made by the gentlemen ; 
but they declare they made no noise. 

I asked her as to the other servants. She says the 
maids are still very nervous. I spoke to them for the 
first time about the noises to-day. The butler's wife has 
heard sounds, but her husband only scoffs. The upper 
housemaid thinks ghosts the proper thing, and tolerates 
them along with the high families to which she is 
accustomed. The under housemaid is very shy, is High
land, and knows little English, and won't talk, but owns 
to discomfort, and is scoffed at by the other servants, who 
think it all part of her having been only a "general" till 
she came here. The kitchenmaid goes home to sleep, 
but I believe some one fetches her. 

I have had a girl out of the village to make up the 
linen, and she, we notice, is careful to go home before 
dark. 

This morning we all went to churches of various sorts. 
When the men came in to tea they reported that they 
hnd had a conversation with an outdoor servant, who 
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proved to have been in the service of [Mr. F--'s 
father] Lord D--, and was consequently the more 
communicative. I know him, and have found him ex
tremely intelligent. 

He says that having heard from the H--s' butler 
(who slept on the dining-room floor, in the room my maid 
is to occupy to-night) that it was impossible to sleep in a 
room so noisy, be induced him to allow him to share his 
room, that they heard much, but they dared not show a 
light for fear of his admission being discovered (the 
H--s being much on the alert), and they saw nothing 
[if. p. 40 for evidence of the H--s' butler]. 

We did not like to send for him on a Sunday, but 
decided to have him in on Monday, and test him as to 
the intensity of the noise. 

In the evening, while we were all chatting in the 
drawing-room, Miss Moore came out into the hall, where 
she had been looking after the dog. In spite of the 
noise we were all making, she distinctly heard the clang 
noise upstairs. She had said the aame thing, though with 
less certainty, once before, and we agreed that one night 
some one must sit up in the hall. (This was afterwards 
done without result.) 

February 8tlr, Mondag.-Last night my maid heard foot
steps and the sound of hands fumbling on her door; this 
she told us when she came in with our early tea. 

Miss Moore in the early morning, between one and two, 
heard again the sharp, reverberating bang as before. We 
speculated at breakfast as to whether the sound could . 
have been made by the men after we had gone upstairs, 
though they were all sure of having been quite still 
before midnight. We made them rehearse every sound 

Digitized by Coogle 



A VISIT TO B- HOUSE 109 

they had in fact made, but nothing was in the least like 
it, either in quality or quantity. 

I had been disturbed about 5.30 A.M. by the sound 
(which we had not heard hitherto) described by former 
witnesses as "explosive." I know of nothing quite like 
it. I have heard the Portsmouth guns when at a place 
eight miles away; the sound was like that, but did not 
convey the same impression of distance. I heard it, at 
intervals, during half-an-hour. Miss Moore is a very 
light sleeper, but she did not awake. At six I got up 
and went through my room to the dressing-room door 
(No. 6), after a sound that seemed especially near. It 
was so near, that though I thought it quite unlikely 
under the circumstances, I wanted to satisfy myself that 
no one was playing jokes on Mr. C-, whose room was 
close by. The house was deadly still. I could hear the 
clocks ticking on the stairs. As I stood, the sound came 
again. It might have been caused by a very heavy fall 
of snow from a high roof-not sliding, but percussive. 
Miss Moore had wakened up and heard it too. 

(N.B.-We afterwards found that, as the roof is flat, the 
snow is cleared away daily.) 

Mr. W--, an utter sceptic, he declares, left early ; 
then we all went for a walk. We spent the whole after
noon making experiments. Miss Moore or my maid or I, 
as having heard the noises, shut ourselves up in the room 
whence they were heard, or stood in the right places on 
hall or staircase. 

The experimental noises made were as follows:-
1. Banging with poker or shovel as hard as possible on 

every part of the big iron stove in the hall ; kicking it, 
bitting it with sticks (as Miss Moore and I persisted 
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that tl1e first noise was as of metal on wood, or tJice 
versd). 

2. Trampling and banging in every part of the house, 
obvious and obscure, in cupboards and cistern l1oles. 

8. (On the hypothesis of tricks from outside.) Beating 
on outside doors with shovels ancl pokers 1\ncl wooden 
things, on the walls and windows accessible ; banging and 
clattering in outside coal-cellars and in the sunk area 
round the house. (N.B.-Beating on the front door 
handle with a wooden racket, was right in kind, but not 
nearly enough in degree.) 

Miss Moore, who was fan1iliar with the noise, did it rather 
well by going into a coal-cellar (always locked at night, 
however) outside and throwing big lumps of coal, from a 
distance, into a big pail, but it roam't nearl!J loud enortgh. 

4o. Finally the men climbed on to the roof, outside, 
while Miss Moore and I shut ourselves into the proper 
places. They clattered and walked and stamped and kicked 
and struck the slates, but~ couldn't make noise enough. 

Then we had in the gardener they saw yesterday, and 
put him in the butler's _room, and the four men made 
hideous rows as before. He was grateful and respectful, 
but contemptuous. 1'ke!J couldn't make r10i.re enough. 

We went out at dusk, having sent Mr. MacP-- and 
Mr. C- to pay a visit (as they had not been told of the 
brook scene), intending that the same trio as before 
should go to the copse. Mr. L- F-- couldn't come, 
and as Mr. F-- and I went on alone, we met Mr. 
MacP-- and Mr. C-- returning before they were 
expected. On the spnr of the moment I asked Mr. 
C-- to come with me, leaving Mr. F-- and Mr. 
MacP-- in the avenue. The snow bad gone, and I 

Digitized by Coogle 



A VISIT TO B- HOUSE I I I 

saw less distinctly; but I saw the nun again, and an older 
woman in grey, who talked earnestly with her, she 
answering at intervals. I could hear no words ; the ice 
was giving, and the bum had begun to murmur. (I tried 
to persuade myself that the murmur accounted for the 
voices, but the sounds were entirely distinct, and difFerent 
in quality and amount.) 

This older woman m grey afterwards be
came familiar. The name "Marget" was given 
to her at first half in fun and simply because 
this was one of the two names given by Ouija 
(cf p. 98}. She is apparently the grey woman 
referred to in the paper published by Mrs. 
G- (cf p. 64}. 

The fact of voices being heard by two per
sons, while one alone saw the figures, seems a 
clear proof that the figures were hallucinatory. 
It seems probable that the sounds also were 
hallucinatory, but were what is called in the 
vocabulary of the S. P.R. the" collective" hallu
cination of two persons. This seems to render 
it highly probable that in the ease of each the 
hallucination had a cause external to both, 
although common to both ; moreover, hallu
cinations are often contagious. The Times cor
respondent states, that "the lady admitted that 
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the apparition was purely subjective, but m 
regard to other matters was not willing to 
suppose that she might be the victim of 
hallucinations of hearing as well as of sight." 
On the contrary, as all readers of Miss Freer's 
published works are aware, she is entirely of 
opinion that such sights and sounds are pure 
sense- hallucinations, whatever may be their 
ultimate origin. 

We rejoined the others in silence. Then Mr. MacP-
said to Mr. C-, "Did you see anything?" "Nothing; 
I only heard voices." " What sort of voices ? " " Two 
women. The older voice talked most, almost continuously. 
I heard a younger voice, a higher one, now and then." 

Note b!J Mr. MacP--. 

"I knew previously, though Mr. C-- did not, that 
Miss Freer had seen something up the bum ; and when 
waiting for her and Mr. C--, Mr. F-- told me the 
whole• story." 

Februo'"!J 9th, Tuesday.-Last night we-Miss Moore and 
!-heard the "explosive" noises about II. SO P.M., and 
speculated as to the possibility of their being caused by 
the wind in the chimney. There was a little wind last 
night-very little. It is worth mentioning, that ever 
since we have been here the air has been phenomenally 
still. One can go outside, as we do frequently, to feed 
the birds and squirrels without hats and not feel a 
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hair stirred. Even when the snow was on the ground 
we never felt the cold, owing to the absence of wind, 
And the thaw has been imperceptible. Snow is still on 
the hills. I have several times thrown open my bedroom 
window about dawn for an hour to familiarise myself 
with the outside noises. There is nothing human within 
a quarter of a mile. (N.B.-Tbe others, who are much 
more likely to be accurate as to distance than I, say 
the lodges are farther off.) The servants' houses are in 
a group of buildings on the hill above the house, but 
are, I believe, all empty. We found, and adopted, a 
deserted cat, whose condition certainly testified to the 
uakedness of the land. There are two inhabited lodges 
far out of hearing. A gardener comes round to the 
houses about 10 or 10.30 P.M., but ~e have watched 
him, and know exactly what sounds he creates. 

February lOth, WednesdaJ.-Mrs. W-- arrived this 
mon1ing from London ; also Miss Langton, who is ., sensi
tive," but wholly inexperienced. In the evening, at 6 P.M., 

Colonel Taylor arrived. He is in No. 8. 
Miss Moore and I moved back into No. J, and moved 

Mr. F-- into No. S, the room reported (by the H--s) 
as specially haunted, where Colonel A-- and Major 
B-- had slept, and in our time Mr. L-- F--1 who 
left last night. 

The wing is now ready for habitAtion, except that the 
pipes are out of order, and the "set-basins" useless, 
also the hath. (N.B.-Tbe fact that the pipes are all 
out of working order, and not a drop of bot water is to be 
had except in the kitchen, does away with ll theory, which 
has been rather emphatically put forward, that ., it is all 
the hot-water pipes.") 

H 
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We are anxious to test the wing. Only one story, Miss 
"B--'s," is connected with it, and if there has been any 
practical joking anywhere, I personally incline to think 
that was the occasion. The wing is new, built, they say, 
in 1888, and the "ghost " showed human intelligence in 
selection of doors and victims. (After my return to London 
I had a conversation with Mrs. G--, which convinced 
me that I was mistaken in supposing that tricks had been 
played upon Miss" B-." Seep. 71.) 

An old woman in the village asked Miss Moore to-day 
with interest, " Hoo'll ye be liking B-- ? " She spoke 
of the hauntings, and her husband insisted (the Highlander 
always begins that way) that there were not any, and so 

on, and the old woman explained that it was just the young 
gentlemen last year that was having a lark. Later she ad
mitted, "There's nae ghaists at B--, but the old Major" 
(who died about twenty years ago); "he'd just be saying 
to Gracie if she didn't do as she was told, that he'd be 
coming back and belay the decks" (cf. p. 186). 

P.S.-Monda!J15th.-In the kirkyard to-day at L--- we 
were shown the Major's grave. It is one of three, inclosed 
by a rough stone wall. They have no headstones, and 
aeem quite uncared for. One is, we are infonned, that 
of his housekeeper, Sarah N--. The other is said to 
be that of a black man-servant. 

Last night we slept as follows :-
Room 1 and 2. Myself and Miss Moore. 

, 8. Mr. F--. 
4. Miss Langton. 
5. Mrs. W--. 

,, 6 and 7. Empty. 
, 8. Colonel Taylor. 
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Miss Moore lay awake nearly the whole night. She heard, 

though in less degree, the old noises; and in the early 
morning (compare our first night) heard the sound of 
women's voices talking. When I awoke, about 6 A.M., 

she told me she had been disturbed, and said she feared 
that the others had also, as she had heard Mrs. W-
talking in Miss Langton's room. 

At breakfast Mrs. W-- reported that she had been 
awakened by knockings, but had never moved. Miss 
Langton bad beard nothing. 

The Colonel reported that about, or just before, six he 
had heard footsteps over his head. There is no room 
over No. 8, which is mostly a built-out bow, and the 
servants had not moved before 6.30. (If they moved 
then, it was contrary to their habits!) We heard later 
that Hannah had gone, about 6.30, "in her stocking-feet, 
only without her stockings," to ask the time at the cook's 
door. 

The Colonel (before our inquiries) had imitated the 
noise by stamping heavily with striding steps across the 
library. 

February 11th, Thur.Jdag.-The Colonel moved down 
into "Miss B--'s room" in the wing, and Mr. F-
into the room next to him. 

February 12th, Frida.9.-No phenomena. The great 
business to-day, which we had specially reserved for 
the Coldnel's arrival, was the making of sketches and 
measurements for the plan of the bouse. We found no 
mysteries. The walls are immensely thick, but all the 
space is accounted for. 

February 13th, Saturdag.-Miss Moore slept very badly 
again last night. She heard the noises at intervals be-

---------~- · -
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tween three and five; she was awake before and after. 
They were loudest and most frequent after four. At 5.80 
I was awakened by a loud crash as of something fa11ing 
very heavily on the floor above. The maids sleep there, 
hut can give no account of any fa11. Miss Moore, of 
course, heard it as, and when, I did. 

Mrs. W-- reports having heard loud raps. She 
thinks the noise may have wakened her, but after she 
was awake enough to get a Jight and look at her watch 
( 3.40) she heard what she describes as 11 a double knock." 

Februa"!J 14th, Sunda!f.-Our first wet day. The weather 
so far has been perfect. We aU got very wet coming 
from church. 

In the evening we did various experiments-ihought
transference, crystal gazing, &c.-but nothing came of it 
in regard to the house. 

Februa'!l 15th, Monda!f.-Mr. F-- left early. 
We all walked to the Parish Church, and had some 

talk with the sexton, and I had to listen to long yams 
about the Major (see under date February 9th). I was 
tired, and could not go to the copse. 

In the evening we played games, and were very Jively. 
Miss Langton came into my room for a few minutes, and 
was certainly not in any nervous condition, nor did we 
speak of the hauntings. But this morning (Tuesday) at 
breakf~&St she reported having heard a loud crash almost 
directly nfter getting to her room. We considered possible 
causes, but could not discover that any one was moving 
in the house. The servants had gone to bed some time 
earlier, and we had put out the lights ourselves in the 
hal1 and on the stairs. 

Februa'!l 16th, Tuesda!f.-I had an experience this 
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morning which may have been purely subjective, but 
which should be recorded. About 10 A.M. I was writing 
in the library, face to light, back to fire. Mrs. W-
was in the room, and addressed me once or twice; but I 
was aware of not being responsive, as I was much occupied. 
I wrote on, and presently felt a distinct, but gentle, push 
against my chair. I thought it was the dog and looked 
down, but he was not there. I went on writing, and in 
a few minutes felt a push, firm and decided, against 
myself which moved me on my chair. I thought it was 
Mrs. W--, who, having spoken and obtained no answer, 
was reminding me of her presence. I looked backward 
with an exclamation-the room was empty. She came 
in directly, and called my attention to the dog, who was 
gazing intently from the hearthrug at the place where 
I had expected (before) to see him. 

As the day began with the above, and I had had n 
quiet rest, I went to the copse at dusk. The moon was 
bright, and the twilight lingered. We waited about in 
the avenue to let it get darker, but it was still far from 
dark when we made our way up the glen-Miss Moore, 
Miss Langton, and myself. 

I saw "Ish bel" and "Marget" in the old spot across 
the bum. "Ishbel" was on her knees in the Rttitude 
of weeping, " Marget " apparently reasoning with her in 
a low voice, to which "Ishbel" replied very occasionally. 
I could not hear whnt was said for the noise of the burn. 
We waited for perhaps ten or fifteen minutes. They had 
appeared when I had been there perhaps three or four. 

When we regained the avenue (in silence) Miss Moore 
asked Miss Langton, "What did you see?" (She had been 
told nothing, except that the Colonel, who did not know 
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details then, had said in her presence something about 
" a couple of nuns".) She said, " I saw nothing, but I 
heard a low talking." Questioned further, she said it 
seemed close behind. The glen is so narrow, that this 
might be quite consistent with what I saw and heard. 
Miss Moore heard a mum1uring voice, and is quite certain 
it was not the burn. She is less suggestible than almost 
any one I know. 

The dog ran up while we were there, pointed, and ran 
straight for the two women. He afterwRrds left us, and 
we found him barking in the glen. He is a dog who 
hardly ever bRrks. We went up among the trees where 
he was, and could find no cause. 

Miss Moore and I moved into No. 8 (dressing-room 
.No. 6). It is a "suspect" room, which I had not tried, 
and Miss Moore had scarcely slept all the week in No. 1, 

and was looking so worn out, that I decided to move. 
Februarg 1 ilk, Wednesda!J.-A most glorious day, still, 

bright, and sunny. 
Nothing happened till evening. The Colonel, Mrs. 

W--, Miss Langton, Miss Moore, and I were in the 
drawing-room after dinner. Some of us, certainly the 
last four, heard footsteps overhead in No. 1, which is just 
now disused. I was lying on the sofa, and could not 
get up quick1y; but Mrs. W-- and Miss Langton ran 
up at once, and found it empty and dark, and no one 
about. 

Later, about 10.80, we all five heard the clang noise with 
which some of us are so familiar. The servants had gone 
to bed-or so we presumed, as all lights were out, ex
cept on the upper floor. It occurred four times. It is of 
course conceivable they may have made it, but we do 

=-----"o""';q;t;ze• bvGoo le 



A VISIT TO B- HOUSE 119 

not hear it when we know them to be about, and we do 
bear it when we know them not to be Rbout. 

The following quotation is from Miss Langton's private 
diary:-

''On the night of WednesdAy, February 17th, I had a 
curious dreRm or vision. I seemed to be standing out
side the door of No. 4, looking up the corridor to No. 2, 
when suddenly I saw a figure with his back to the door 
of No. 2, and quite close to the door which leads to No. 8. 
His face was quite distinct, and what struck me most was 
the curious way in which his hair grew on his temples. 
His eyes were very dark, keen, and deep-set; his face was 
pale, and with a drawn, haggard expression. He looked 
about thirty-nine years of age. His hair was dark and 
thick, and waved back from his forehead, where it was 
slightly grey. It was a most interesting and clever face, 
and one that would always, I should think, attract atten
tion. He WllS dressed in a long black gown like a cassock, 
only with a short cape, bArely reaching to the elbows." 

A further reference to this vision, which at the time 
seemed irrelevant, will be found on page 225. 

Febntary 18th, Th11rsda_v.-This rooming's phenomenon 
is the most incomprehensible I have yet known. I heard 
the banging sounds after we were in bed last night. 
Early this rooming, about 5.80, I was awakened by them. 
They continued for nenrly an hour. Then another sound 
began in the room. It might have been made by a very 
lively kitten jumping and pouncing, or even by a very 
large bird ; there was a fluttering noise too. It was 
close, exactly opposite the bed. Miss Moore woke up, 
Rnd we heard it going on till nearly eight o'clock. I 
drew up the blinds and opened the window wide. I 
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sought all over the room, looking into cupboards and 
under furniture. We cannot guess at any possible 
explanation. 

Further experience of these curious hallu
cinatory sounds, combined with visual hallu
cination in the same room, taking also into 
consideration the interest which our own dogs 
always displayed in these phenomena, led us to 
the conclusion that our first deductions had been 
wrong, and that the sounds were those of a dog 
gambolling. 

(The Rev.) Mr . ., Q." (an English vicar), arrived. In 
the evening, nt 6.SO, Miss Langton nnd I took him down 
to the glen. It Willi a very light evening. I saw the 
figure of Ishbel, not very distinctly, in conversation with 
the second figure, which was barely defined. We re
mained in perfect silence as usual. On regaining the 
avenue Miss L-- said she had heard voices, and 
thought she had seen what might be the white parts of 
the nun's dress. Mr. "Q." said he had seen a light 
under the big tree. The figures were nearer the tree 
than usual. Miss Langton went up a second time with 
the Colonel, and again heard voices. 

It is worth remarking that Mr. "Q." has, 
doubtless from some idiosyncrasy, since de
veloped a faculty of seeing lights where other 
people see phantasms. 
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Febnuz"!! 19th, Frida,y.-No phenomena last night. We 
have spent the day in A--, the neighbouring town, 
where I had a f:tll and hurt my foot, so that I was 
obliged to drive home, and could not go to the glen. 
Miss Langton and Mr. "Q." went down about seven o'clock. 
Mr. " Q." S/lW the outline of a figure of which he has 
written the description. Miss Langton heard tl1e usual 
voices on the other side of the burn ; they seemed to her 
to be interrupted by a third voice, in deeper tones; and 
she also heard the footsteps of a man passing behind her, 
a heavy tread, "not like a gentleman." 

The following, the account referred to, was 
contained in a private letter from Mr. " Q." to 
Lord Bute. The description of l8bbel in the 
J oumal of Febroary 26th, was, it will be ob
served, of later date, although before Miss Freer 
had seen the following :-

" Februmy 19th and 20th, 1897.-I had heard 
only that Miss Freer had seen two figures by the 
burn, one of which was that of a nun, the other 
a woman, before whom, on one occasion, the nun 
appeared to be kneeling. I had always pictured 
the nun as standing or kneeling with her hack 
to the spectator. 

"On February 19th, at about 6.45 P. M., I 
visited the burn with Miss Langton (and not 
Miss Freer). After looking a little I saw 
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(a); the white was very plain, and the head 
clearly outlined, but the vision was for the frac
tion of a second. I was conscious of it indistinctly 
for a few minutes, and there seemed a good deal 
of movement. Suddenly I was again conscious 
of the figure as shown in (b), full-face, as though 
gazing at me ; again the white part was very 
distinct, but I could distinguish no featnres." 

I • 
b 

February 20th, Satrmla!f.-This morning we went down 
to -- and had a little talk with the old servant who 
told us stories the other day ahout the Major, and she 
repeated the story of his threatened return. The same 
story was repeated independently this afternoon by [n 
local tradesman], who opened conversation by inquiring 
whether we had "seen the Major yet." 

Miss Moore and I again this morning heard noises in 
No. 8, more especially those of the pattering footsteps, 
just after daylight, and a violent jump and scramble, 
which we thought was our dog, until we found that he 
was sleeping peacefully as usual on his rug at our feet. 

--·-z--~~,.. . ...,.,""', . ...._~ ------'--~-·=-----
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In a letter to Lord Bute, dated February 21, 
1897, Mr "Q." gives the following account:-

"On February 20th, at about 6.45 P.M., I 
visited the burnwithMiss Freer and Miss Langton. 
I was very briefly conscious of the figure (a) on 
the Lank of the burn, but saw no more till Miss 
Freer pointed to the hollow of a large tree, when 
I again saw (b). On each occasion of seeing (b) 
a curious sensation was noticeable, and I felt 
I was being looked at. On speaking afterwards 
to Miss Freer, I found her vision of the nun 
under the tree to be the same as mine at (b), 
i.e. full face, as indeed Miss Freer had seen it 
on previous occasions. This is the second sketch 
I have drawn of the full face (b). The first l 
showed to Miss Freer, remarking to her, 'I have 
made the figure too broad' (being unaccustomed 
to drawing). 'Yes,' said Miss Freer, 'for the 
nun is very slight."' 

It was seen at the same moment also by 
Miss Freer an~ Miss Langton. 

Ftbnuny 21st, Sunda!J.-Again this morning we heard 
noises of pattering in No. 8, and Scamp got up and sat 
apparently wAtching something invisible to us, turning his 
head slowly as if following the movements of some person 
or thing across the room from west to east. During the 
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night Miss Moore had heard footsteps crossing the room, 
as of an old or invalid man shuffling in slippers. We both 
heard a bang at the side of the room about 6.20, some 
time before any sounds of moving were heard from the 
servants above. The noise was muffled in quality, and 
had no resonance, and seemed to come from behind a 
small wardrobe on the east wall. The room (No 7) on 
that side was unoccupied. [This bang was heard at other 
times in the same spot. Experiment showed that no 
noise made in No 7 was audible in No. 8, not even 
hAIDmering with a poker on the wall, which is curved 
at this point.] 

This morning, on coming out of church, I received a 
letter from Mr. F--, in which was the following 
passnge :-

" ... Miss H--, who slept, I believe, in the room 
occupied by you when I left, heard sounds of footsteps 
going round her room, footsteps with the most unmistak
able limp in them. Shortly after she heard stories con
nected with the former owner, who used to go by the 
name of B--, an aged man [the Major]. She asked if 
he could be described. 1 No,' SAid her informant; 'the 
only thing he could remember about him was that he had 
a most peculiar limp,' and he forthwith gave au exhibition, 
which tallied exactly with the limp around the bed." 

In discussing this, Miss Moore and I agreed that, had 
Miss H-- slept in No. 8 instead of in No. I, as Mr. 
F-- supposed, we should have considered these limping 
sounds as probably identical with those we ourselves had 
heard. After I had closed my reply to Mr. F--, Miss 
Moore discovered Miss 11 B--'s" plan of the house (in 
the packet of evidence of the H--s' tenancy, see p. 96), 
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which showed that in fact No. 8 ft1lU the room referred to. 
Hence it appears that the room in which Miss H- heard 
the footsteps was the same as that in which 1f1e heard them. 
We had been misled by Mr. F- speaking of" the room 
you occupied when I left," a mistake on his part, as, though 
the change had been spoken of, we had not left No. 1. 

This afternoon Miss Langton experimented with Ouija 
at Mr. "Q.'s" request. 

Lord Bute had suggested variOus test-ques
tions in relation to the phantasm of the nun, to 
be asked the next time the Ouija. board was in 
operation, and answers to these were attempted 
at various times, with the usual result of showing 
the influence, conscious or sub-conscious, of the 
sitters, almost all statements as to matters not 
actually known to them being worthless. On 
this occasion, however, in reply to the question, 
"How old was Ish bel when she died 1" answers 
were spelt out to the effect that she was still 
living, and that her age was fifty-nine. 

This may perhaps be taken as throwing light 
upon the intended personality of Ishbel, and 
supplying a. possible clue to the identity of the 
mind of which she seems to be an Ima.gma.ry 
creation. 

Fifty-nine was the age of the late Rev. 
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Mother Frances Helen in the year 1873, when 
Sarah N-- died. They are not people who 
are at all likely to have met each other upon 
"the other side" any more than upon this. 

It is a generally recognised fact that the con
ditions which we call " time and space" exist 
on in the world beyond in a form so very dif
ferent from those in which they are conceived of 
by us, that from our point of view they can 
hardly be said to exist at all. It is natural, 
therefore, to seek the utterer of this remarkable 
statement in some person connected with B
who did not know the late Mother Frances Helen 
(supposing her to be the person for whom Ishbel 
was intended), but had heard of her. 

Februo'!J 22nd, Monda!J.-Mr. « Z-" came. 

The whole matter of the inquiry had been 
made known to Mr. " Z--,'' the proprietor 
of a prominent Scottish newspaper, of course 
in the strictest confidence, which was carefully 
made a condition of the admission of any 
one to the house, a confidence which he most 
honourably observed. It was arranged that 
if anything occurred within the observation of 
himself or his son, the scientific value of which 
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rendered it, in their judgment, desirable to 
publish a notice of it in The --, the notice 
should be published under avowedly false names 
and geographical indications. Mr. " Z--" 
was unable to come himself, but his son arrived 
this day. 

Mr. "Endell" (a Member of the S. P. R.) arrived while 
we were out, and made a tour of inspection alone of the 
outside of the house and the ground-floor rooms. He 
intuitively fixed on the window of No. S &.'i that of a 
"haunted " room, and has since, equally by intuition, 
diagnosed the drawing-room and library as "creepy," and 
the dining-room as definitely cheerful. (This coincides 
with our experience.) 

My own experiences to-day were confined to ejection 
from a high waggonette, while waiting at the station for 
Mr. "Z--," the horse having bolted at the appearance of 
the train. 

No phenomena. We are putting Mr. "Z--", ut his 
own request, in No. 3, the" ghost-room." 

Febn1ary 2Srd, Tuesda_y.-Pouring wet. No phenomena. 
Visit to glen impossible. 

Mr. and Mrs. R-- (local residents) came to lunch. 
Though in great pain I was able to see them for a few 
minutes, and both inquired whether we had had any 
experience of the reported hauntings, of which, however, 
they could give us no details. 

Felrrutuy 24-tll, Wednesda_y.-Mr. "Z--" let\ early. 
(N.B.-No phenomena reported by any one during his 
visit ; he himself slept soundly in the " haunted " room, 
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but does it the justice to acknowledge that he "could 
sleep through an earthquake.") 

Miss" N." (the daughter of a landowner of the district) 
arrived. 

Mr. Garford (an old friend and exce11ent observer) 
came from London. We sleep to-night as follows:-

In the wing, in the two rooms alleged by guests of 
the H--s to be haunted, the Colonel and Mr. "Endell." 

No. 1. Mr. Garford. 
, S. Mr. "Q." ("ghost-room"; he has just asked to 

be removed from his former room in the 
wing). 

, 4. Miss Langton. 
, 5. Mrs. W--. 
, 7. Miss "N." 
, 8. Miss Moore, myself, and dog. 

February 25th, Thursdag.-Mr. "Enclell " reported this 
morning having heard a sound he could in no way account 
for, which seems to us to correspond with the "clanging" 
noise. We asked how he would imitate it us to volume 
and quality, and he said that a large iron kettle, about 
the size of the dinner-table (we are dining eight), boiling 
violently, so that the lid was constantly "wobbling," might 
produce it. 

(N.B.-Mr. "Endell's" opinion later is that a pavior·s 
crowbar heavily dropped, so as to produce a prolonged 
reverberation, is a better illustration.) 

Mr. Garford, who was not told that any sounds might 
be expected in No l, says he was awakened by a 
violent banging at the door of communication between 
Nos. 1 and 2 (No. 2 is empty). Mr. "Endell," Mr. "Q.," 
and Miss Moore went up later in the day to experiment 
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on the door, and found that it would opm with the slightest 
push. Mr. Garford had closed it on going to bed, and 
found it closed in the morning. He had not been alarmed, 
and had almost called out to his supposed visitors, before 
be remembered supernormal possibilities. He described 
the sound as a muffled bang, and in order to reproduce it 
to his satisfaction one of the party held a thick rug on 
the inner side while another hammered on the panels 
without. 

Mr. "Q.'s" experiences in No. 8 will be reported by 
himself. The groans which he heard coming from No.2 
some of our party suggested might have been made in 
sleep by the occupant of No. 1, but on trying experiments 
it was found that no sounds of the kind which he could 
make in his room were audible in No. 8. 

Mr. " Q.'' left. 
Miss Langton went up the glen with Mr. Garford, 

and was perplexed by seeing the grey figure when looking 
for the nun; she saw it but dimly, but later in the 
evening recovered it in the crystal, more clearly and in 
greater detail. 

The following is Mr. " Q. 's" account of 
his experience, written on February 24th and 
March 4th, in private letters to Lord Bute, but, 
in order to avoid the possibility of suggestion 
to others, not contributed at the time to this 
journal. The Editors have been permitted also 
to read anoth'er account written by Mr. " Q." of 
this and of his subsequent experience, written 

I 
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immediately after the occasion, which agrees with 
his letters to Lord Bute in every particular. 

"February 24th, 1897.-I slept in room No. 3. 
I knew it had a ' bad' reputation, also 
I had heard through Ouija of probable appear
ances and noises at 3 A.M. and 4.30 A.M. I 
noted the time of retiring in passing the clock 
on the staircase, i.e. 12.1 0. 

" Before going to bed I sat in a chair with my 
baek to a small mahogany cupboard, placed 
against the wall of the dressing-room, into which 
my room (No. 3) opens. About 1 A.M. I was 
much startled at hearing behind me very dis
tinctly a loud groan, coming, apparently, from 
the dressing-room, in the direction of the maho
gany cupboard. The sound was very distinct, 
and but for the fact of there being no one visible, 
I should have estimated its origin as in the room, 
its distinctness being such that, coming from the 
next room, with the door closed, it would have 
sounded slightly muffled. So distinct was it 
that I heard what I can only describe as the 
throat vibration in the tone. 

" I tried to ascribe it to the bubbling of the 
hot-water pipe of a washing basin fixed in the 
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dressing-room, as I supposed, against the wall 
of the bedroom, but saw next day that the 
basin in question was :fixed against the opposite 
wall of the dressing-room. 

" The sound was a greatly magnified and 
humanised edition of what I have several times 

A, Cupboard. B, Chair. C, Wuhlng-atand (flied). 

heard in the drawing-room below the dressing
room, and which has been heard by several of 
the party together." 

And in a letter dated March 4.-" I went 
upstairs at 12.10. On shutting the door of my 
room I experienced a curiously cold sensation. 
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I stood by the fire, which was burning brightly, 
and shivered to an extent that was quite pheno
menal ; the fire did not in the least remove 
the cold shudderings which ran from head 
to feet. 

"I threw the feeling off as best I could, but not 
entirely. I read a little and then prayed. I 
read the office of compline and my private 
prayers, and praying according to my custom 
for all faithful departed, and especially for those 
who had previously lived in the house or been 
connected with it. After this I looked at my 
watch; it was just upon one o'clock, and I sat 
for a few minutes in the chair by the fire, when 
I heard the noise described, behind me. 

"I changed my position and placed the chair 
with its back to a table and facing the door, the 
candle on the table, and took a book and read ; 
my shuddering sensations had been worse than 
ever. Suddenly I looked up, and above the bed, 
apparently on the wall, I got just a glimpse 
(like a flash) of a brown wood crucifix : the wall 
was quite bare, not a picture, nothing to make 
it explainable by. imperfect light or reflection. 
From that time the sensation of cold and 
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shuddering went away: I don't say imme
diately, but I was quite conscious of being 
reassured. 

"About half-an-hour afterwards all feeling of 
distress of any sort had gone. I went to bed 
and to sleep. My own idea now is, that the 
sound I heard was an inarticulate cry for help, 
probably by means of prayer. The influence I 
feel was bad, but something overcame it." 

It is desirable to add, as a question of evi
dence, for comparison of the dates of this and 
Miss Freer's subsequent account of the same 
phenomenon, that a letter from Mr. "Q." in 
Lord Bute's possession, dated March 16th, 
begins, " I have no objection to Miss Freer 
seeing my letter on the subject of the 
crucifix. . . ." 

Mr. "Q." also states that his delay in 
writing to Lord Bute about the crucifix was, 
that he thought it might be a mental repro
duction of one which he sometimes sees in his 
own home, but that he found on examining the 
latter that it has a white figure, whereas that of 
the apparition has the figure _of the same brown 
wood as the cross. In the private account 
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above referred to Mr. " Q " writes, " I found 
that the crucifix at home in no way resembles 
what I saw at B-". It will be remarked that 
this peculiar apparition was seen in the same 
room by the Rev. P. H-- in August 1892 
(seep. 17), and it was again seen on March 6th 
by Miss Freer, who had not heard at all of his 
experiences, and only a bare mention, without 
detail or description, of that of Mr. "Q." A 
fourth vision in this connection-that of Miss 
Langton, who had heard of none of the other 
three, is described under date March 19. 

February 26tk, Friday.-Nothing happened till I was 
in the drawing-room in the evening, when I was, as usual 
since my accident, taking my meal alone. A screen stood 
between my sofa and the door, so that it was impossible 
to see who entered. I saw the shadow of a woman on 
the waH, and supposed it to be a maid come to see after 
the fire. Next, the figure of an old woman emerged from 
behind the screen ; she was of average height, and stout ; 
she wore a woollen cap, and her dress was that of a 
superior servant indoors. Supposing her to be some 
servant's visitor come to have a look at the drawing
room while the party were at dinner, I moved to attract 
her attention, with no result. She walked a few steps 
towards the middle of the room, then disappeared. Her 
countenance was not pleasing, but expressed no personal 
malevolence; her face may have been coarsely handsome. 
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Her dress was dark, and made in the fashion which was 
wom in my childhood. When the dog came in later he 
seemed to sight something from behind the screen and 
followed it across the room, when he lay down under 
my couch, instead of on the hearth as usual. He had 
done the same thing yesterday rooming, looking much 
frightened, and had then taken refuge under Miss 
Langton's chair. 

In connection with this it will be seen else
where that footsteps were constantly heard in 
the drawing-room, both at night and in daylight. 

Mr. Garford, in No. 1, heanl last night what seemed 
like the detonating noise, which he describes as like a 
wheelbarrow on a hartl road, "a sharp, rapidly repeated 
knocking," at a distance. 

February 27lla, Saturda!J.- Colonel C-- aml Mr. 
MacP-- arrived. 

To-night we sleep as follows :
No. 1. Mr. Garford. 
No. 2. Miss Langton. 
No. S. Colonel C-(1 had planned for him to go in 

the wing, but the butler, an old soldier 
with two medals, seemed to think it due 
to such a distinguished officer to put him 
in the haunted room). 

No. 4. Mr. MacP--. 
Nos. 5, 1, and 8 as before. 
The Colonel and Mr. "Bodell " unchanged. 

The glen was visited by Colonel C- and Mr. 
MacP--, escorted by Miss Langton. 
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February 28tla, Sunday.-All slept well. I assisted Miss 
Langton with some Ouija experiments in the presence 
of, first, Mr. "Endell," then Mr. MacP--, then of 
Colonel C-- and Miss" N." 

March lit, Monday.-Mr. MacP-- reported at break
fast that he had awakened at 5.4o5, and almost imme
diately heanl a loud clanging sound in the north-west 
comer of his room ; be was fully awake, struck a light, saw 
nothing, and looked at his watch. We tried later to re
produce this noise, which be described as resembling a 
loud blow upon a washband basin. I shut myself into 
No. 1, and found this a fair, but too faint, imitation of the 
sounds Miss Moore and I had heanl there. 

Colonel C- and Mr. MacP-- left. 
Miss M-- and the Colonel have to-day had some 

talk with -- [who bad an intimate knowledge of the 
S-- family. See under dates Feb. 9th and 20th]. She 
repeated her former story of the Major's promised " return," . 
especially a statement made to an old woman who worked 
in the ganlen, who had told him that at least" he'd no get 
in there, she'd keep the gate locked," that he "would come 
in below the deck" (cf. p. 114o). He was described as a 
short, broad man, with white hair and beanl, "a'ful fond 
o' dogs (of which be had many), and so noisy with them 
in the morning, that when be and his housekeeper-body 
let them out, his voice could be beanl on the bill." She 
also said that on Major S--'s return from India to 
assume the property be found a tenant in possession, and 
had built himself a small house beyond the grounds, 
which he afterwards let with the shooting. In the late 
Mr. S--'a time this bouse was used as a retreat during 
the summer for nuns (a statement which interests us 
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greatly, as afFording a possible clue to the appari
tion). 

The Major was greatly attached to the place, And had a 
great dislike to the presence of strangers in it, or to its 
going out of the old name. The estate, we hear, was 
much encumbered when he succeeded to it, but he 
cleared ofF all debts in a few years, and appears to have 
lived a somewhat eccentric and recluse life, in the society 
of his dogs and dependants. 

This is the first mention of the fact that nuns 
had ever lived at B-. Miss Freer had not 
been aware that the object of the Rev. P. 
H--'s visit in 1892 had been to give what 
is called a. Spiritual Retreat to those who had 
been occupying the cottage. It is only fair to 
suggest that the phantasmal nun, to whom the 
name Ishbel had been given, may really have 
been the phantasm of one of these visitors, and 
that the dress of at least some of them was 
identical with or closely resembled hers, while 
it was totally unlike that worn by the com
munity to which the late Mother Frances Helen 
belonged. At the same time, Ishbel's dress was 
of a. kind so very common among nuns, that it 
would have been that with which she would, 
most naturally, have been clothed by the ima.gi-
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nation of any one unacquainted with the very 
rare Order to which Mother Frances Helen be
longed. To make further investigation into the 
history of all the Sisters who ever stayed at 
B-- through the kindness of the late Mr. 
S- would have been a task impossible for 
its vastness, and almost certainly futile through· 
the natural reticence of their communities with 
regard to any matters likely to occasion 
haunting. 

March lit (contimwl), Mondag.-1 went up the bum 
for the first time since my accident on Saturday, February 
2oth. We had had a promise from Ouija on Sunday that 
if Mr. "End ell" were to visit the copse with me after 6.80 

he would be touched on the left shoulder. He was told 
to go to the farther side of the bum, and to stand under 
the sapling, which is at some little distance from the spot 
where the phantasm usually appears. This we accordingly 
did I was barely able in the dusk to distinguish the 
figure from my post on the west bank, but the phantasm 
appeared very near him, as I could distinguish the white 
pocket-handkerchief in his breast pocket. I saw her 
hand approach this, but could not positively say that it 
touched him. Mr. "Endell ,; saw nothing, and could not 
positively say that he felt a touch, though conscious of a 
sense of sudden chill, and agreed with me that had he 
certainly felt one, be would probably have considered it 
the effect of expectation. We stood there for perhaps ten 
minutes, and he was for a short time conscious of the sub-
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jective sensations which he commonly feels in the presence 
of phenomena. We returned simultaneously to the avenue, 
where we discussed the occurrence and the possibilities 
of making it evidential. The only thing we could think 
of was to send for Miss Langton, and without telling her 
anything of what we bad seen or expected, ascertain 
whether she saw the phantasm in its usual position (high 
up on the bank), or a good deal farther to the left, and 
nearer the bum, as I bad done. By the time she arrived 
it was much darker, but she saw the figure under the 
tree by the brook, and described it as " kneeling." She 
has better sight than I, and believed it to be behind 
Mr. 11 Endell." I should have judged her to be crouching 
or stooping in front of him, but judging from comparison 
of our normal sight, she is much more likely to be 
accurate than I. 

Mr. "Endell's" separately recorded account, 
dated March 5, exactly agrees with this, but 
adds some additional touches to the latter part. 

"At Miss Freer's suggestion, I fetched Miss 
Langton, telling her nothing of what had 
occurred, but merely that we were trying an 
experiment, and she was to report what she saw. 

" I stood again under the sapling. This time 
I began to shudder almost immediately. It 
was so dark they told me that they could only 
see my collar though I was only ten yards from 
them. 
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" Miss Langton said that thirty seconds after 
I had taken up my position, the figure appeared 
behind me a little to my left, and seemed to 
raise its arm. Miss Freer said it was waiting 
for me, and touched me as before. 

" I felt no touch throughout, only shiverings 
that seemed to coincide with appearances." 

To-night Miss " N." wishes to sleep in No. s, and 
Miss Langton will remain in No. 2; the door of com
munication can be opened between them. 

March 2nd, Tuuday.-This morning I was reading in 
bed by candlelight from 5.80 to 6 o'clock, and again 
heard the pattering sound which has become familiar 
to us in No. 8. Miss Moore was asleep, but happened 
to awake while the sound was specially distinct, and 
without speaking signified that she was giving it her 
attention. Shortly after six we heard the sound of a 
violent fall about the middle of the west wall, between 
the fireplace and window. Our first thought was that 
one of the maids upstairs must have fallen, till we re
membered that there was no room above us. We have 
since inquired, and find that none of them moved till 
nearly seven o'clock, nor was anything beard either by 
them or by Mr. Garford, whose room (No. 1) joins our 
west wall.* 

• We have since ascertained by experiment that no sound short 
of beating with a hammer on the wall Itself Ia audible between 
the two rooms ; also, that the upsetting of a metal candlestick on 
the bare boards in the nearer serY&Dta' room (over No. 1) cannot 
be heard in No. 8. 
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Miss "N." passed a very disturbed night. She went 
to bed about twelve o'clock ; she is habitually an ex
ceptionally good sleeper, and, moreover, bas slept in 
many rooms alleged to be haunted without the slightest 
inconvenience, and has never bad an" experience" of any 
sort. She lay awake in discomfort till S A.M., and then 
sought refuge with Miss Langton. 

Miss "N." left. The following is the record of her 
impressions :-

,.Marek 4-tJI.-You ask me to write exactly what I felt in 
No. 8 when I slept there on March 1st. Well, it is rather 
difficult to describe ! I never felt frightened out of my 
wits at nothing before, if it t111U nothing. I certainly saw 
no shadows or figures, and the only noise I heard was the 
thud twice, which sounded as if it came from the storey 
below. If I shut my eyes for a minute I felt as if I was 
struggling with something invisible (not indigestion, as I 
never have it !). I was so paralysed that I dare not call out 
to Miss Langton, and lay awake from twelve to three with
out moving ! In the morning, of course, I felt I had been 
a fool to be so silly, and I would go and sleep there again 
to-night if I had the chance." 

Mrs. B. C- came. She is an Associate S. P. R., is a 
Highlander, has been all her life interested in psychical 
matters, but has had no " experience." 

Mr. "Endell," Miss Moore, and I sat up in No. S till 
about 2.80 in the dark, except for the firelight, and in 
silence, except when any one wished to draw the 
attention of the rest to sounds or sensations. There 
were no sounds fer which, on reflection, we found it im
possible to account. Mr." Endell" suffered, as on previous 
occasions, from the sensation known as "cold-air," and 
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•ery risibly shinred, though clearly not in the least 
ne"ous. He is keenly interested in psychical inquiry, 
but has never bad any " experience" other than subjec
tive sympathy with the psychic impressions of others, 
or a consciousness, such as he described on his arrival 
here, of an atmosphere other than normal. (This last 
has been of frequent occurrence, and seems to have been 
always veridical) 

The sole experience of any kind on this occasion was 
my own. Mr. "Eodell," by way of reproducing the con
ditions of former occupants of the room, threw himself 
on the bed about twenty minutes to 2 .&.II. Soon after 
be was seized by audible and Yisible shivers. We did 
not speak till he uttered some forcible ejaculation of 
complaint, when, looking towards him, I saw a hand 
holding a brown (probably wooden) crucifix, as by a 
person standing at the foot of the bed. He immediately 
said, "Now I'm better," or words to that efFect. 

We persisted in silence till perhaps 2.80, when we 
agreed to separate, and while we were having some 
refreshment over the fire, I told Miss Moore and Mr. 
"Bodell" what I had seen. (Cf. under date February 25, 
p. 182.) 

Marek Srd, Wednuday.-Mrs. W--left. 
This afternoon we bad a call from Mrs. S-- and her 

daughter. The Colonel, Miss Moore, and I were in the 
room. 

Marek 'tk, Tkunday.-Mr. " Endell " left. 
Heavy snowstorm. 
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March 5th, Fridag.-Last night I was in bed and asleep 
before Miss Moore came in from her dressing-room. She 
did not light the candle for fear of waking me, but, while 
sitting by the fire reading, she heard the pattering noise 
just behind her, in the same place where we have heanl 
it and the fall before, though never till then at night. 
It only lasted a few minutes, but there was apparently 
nothing to account for it, though of course she took 
every possible means to discover its cause. 

Mrs. B. C-lef\ to-day. Miss Moore happened to men
tion at breakfast that the upper housemaid had told her 
that the maids had twice again on the last two nights heard 
the sound of monotonous reading, once as late as 2 A. II. 

The theoretical hour for Mattins is midnight, 
which, however, is only observed in practice in 
certain very rigid monasteries ; in others it 
begins at two. But it is easily conceivable that 
a priest, if wakeful at that time, would select it 
in preference to another. 

Mrs. B. C- at once said that she also had heard 
precisely that sound each night, and had spoken of it to 
her maid, and, like the servants, had concluded that Miss 
Moore was reading to me, although it was as late as 
twelve o' dock. She had also heanl a bang on a door 
close to her own, but had supposed it was a late comer, 
possibly one of the gentlemen from the smoking-room, 
and bad not been disturbed. She bad been sleeping in 
No. 1, her maid in No.2, and none of the gentlemen are 
on the same floor. Mr. Garford, who is now in the wing, 
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remarked that he too had heard voices as of speaking or 
reading several times when sleeping in No. 1, but had 
assumed that they were normal. As a matter of faet, 
Miss Moore goes straight to her dressing-room on going 
upstairs, and I am always too tired to read or speak. No 
two persons sleep in any other room. 

We tested this by getting Colonel Taylor to shut himself 
into No. 1 while I, in No. 8, read aloud at the top of my 
voice, Miss Langton remaining in the room with me. The 
Colonel could hear no sound less than direct banging on 
the wall with a poker. 

The cook has been talking to-day of the various noises 
heard at night ; she is not ne"ous, nor are the maids, 
but all speak of voiceR and bangs for which they cannot 
account; except the butler, who has heard nothing, but is 
obviously impressed with his wife's experience last night. 
Her story is that, not feeling well, she went up to bed 
early, before the se"ants' supper, the rest of the house
hold being as usual in the drawing-room. While in bed, 
before ten o'clock, she distinctly beard the sound of voices 
talking, apparently below, but not far distant (her room 
is over No. 7, at present empty). She "wondered if it 
could be the se"ants in the se"ants' hall at supper" --an 
obvious impossibility, as their room is 110t underneath, is 
two storeys away, and has no connection with the upper 
part of the house. She also heard bangs on the wall, 
behind her bed and to the side ; there was no furniture 
there to crack, and it was mostly on the ouf.litk wall, so 
she finally became uncomfortable, and buried her head in 
the clothes to deaden the sound. She "doesn't believe in 
ghosts," but thinks the bouse "very queer," and says that 
far and wide in the country round it is spoken of as 
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" haunted," though no one seems to know of any story, 
as to the cause, except that, very improbable, about the 
munler of a priest by the wife of a former proprietor. It 
appears that a maid engaged in the village refused to 
sleep in the house, because when in service here once 
before she had been frightened by bangs at the door of 
her bedroom (in a room over No. 1); she had also heard 
the sounds of a rustling silk dress on the back-stairs, and 
bad seen the bedroom door pushed open aml a lady come 
in. . . . A maid, who came after this one bad left, told 
the cook that she believed there was a story of a ''priest 
murdered somewhere at the Reformation " ; she had once 
been told it by Mrs. S--in explanation of the noises, 
but bad not heard whether the said murder was in the 
bouse or the grounds, and thought Mrs. S-- particularly 
did not wish the spot known. This maid has only been 
an occasional help in the bouse, but has lived for years in 
the district, and knows the place well by reputation. 

To-day as we passed through the churchyard, [a resident 
in the neighbourhood] pointed out the desolate grave of 
the Major, with the remark that one could hardly be 
surprised at a man being said to "walk " who was ex
pected to rest in such a place as that. He said that there 
had been a great deal of talk all over the neighbourhood 
as to the excitement during the H--s' stay at B--, 
and seemed to believe that practical joking might account 
in part for what had occurred. He did not, however, deny 
that stories had been told long before their coming to 
the place. 

This resident is the one as to whom the Times 
correspondent dogmatically stated, that having 

K 
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lived in the place for twenty years he asserted 
that there had never been a whisper of the 
haunting of B- until the tenancy of the 
H-s. 

March 6th, Saturda!J.-Mr. Garford left. 
The Colonel is to sleep to-night in No. S, which has not 

been occupied since Miss "N." left. 
Mr. C- arrived. He sleeps, by his own choice, in 

No.2. He has had a conversation with the butler, whom 
he bad been instrumental in engaging for us, which 
began by his asking how he liked his situation? He 
expressed himself satisfied with everything, but added, 
"But there's something very queer about the bouse," 
and then proceeded to tell his wife's experience. 

March 7th, Sunda!J.-Mr. C- has written an account 
of his experiences last night. 

Robinson has this moming told him of his first ex
perience ! He was awakened by the noise of a heavy 
body falling in the middle of the room ; he awoke his 
wife, struck a match, and looked at his watch-it was 
S.SO; no one else had been disturbed. Mr. C-'s 
account follows :-

,.March 7th, 1897.-It was arranged that Colonel 
Taylor should occupy No S, and that I shoulcl sleep in 
No 2. I went to bed about twelve, but did not go to 
sleep at once . 

• 11 I awoke suddenly with the distinct impression that 
there was some one in the room. I lay still, and tried 
to realise what was in the room, but could not do so. 
There was no idea of movement in my mind, but still 
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I felt convinced that some one was there. The impression 
seemed gradually to fade out of my mind after about seven 
or ten minutes, and then I got up and looked at my watch 
-the time was 4.40 A.M. 

" I then went back to bed, but did not go to sleep. I 
heard the clock in the hall strike five. 

"Shortly after I thought I heard some one moving about 
in No. I, which I knew to be unoccupied. I listened, and 
it seemed to me that some one was moving round three 
sides of the room and then coming back. The movement 
went on for about three or four minutes and then stopped, 
but after a pause of some minutes it began again. I tried 
to make out footsteps, but could not do so. The movement 
was that of a heavy body going round the room, and the 
floor seemed to shake slightly, after the way of old floor· 
ing when a heavy man moves about. After going on for 
some time the movement stopped, and again, after a pause, 
began again. The movement, whatever it was, occurred 
four times, with three pauses in between. The durations 
of the movement and pauses were irregular. After the 
noise ceased I got up and lit the candle. The time was 
5.25, and I read for twenty-five minutes, when I felt 
sleepy and blew out the candle. I did not, however, go 
to sleep, and I heard six strike. The day was dawning. 
The rooks I first heard about 5.35, when I was reading. 

" About ten minutes after the clock struck six I heard 
a noise like a light-footed person running downstairs, 
which seemed to adjoin No. 3, where the Colonel wa.'i sleep
ing, and almost immediately after I heard a loud rap
ping at the door of No. I. After a short pause this occurred 
again, and I jumped out of bed. As I opened the door 
of my room leading into the passage the rapping sounds 
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occurred again, but less loudly. There was no one in the 
passage, and I went back to bed, not having quite shut my 
door. No sooner had I done so than there was a knock 
at my door, which I thought must be the Colonel coming 
to speak to me about the rapping at No. I. I called out 
1 Come in,' but there was no answer, and I accordingly 
again went to the door, only to find no one. 

11 I heard the servants begin to move about at 6.30 above 
me, and as seven struck I heard them going through 
the house. 

11 The Colonel did not hear anything. 
11 There are no stairs coming down to the bedroom 

storey where I thought 1 heard footsteps. 
11 The rapping was not in any way an alarming noise. 
" On Sllturday night 1 Ouija' had said that I was not to 

be disturbed thAt night, so 1 was 1 not expecting.' It 
also stated that Nos. S and 8 were the rooms that 1 the 
Major' occupied." 

March 8th, Mondag.-Mr; C--left early. He has pro
mised to write of any experience last night, as he was gone 
before we were up. Colonel Taylor is still in No. 3 ; 

he has heard nothing, but this is perhaps the less eviden
tial, that, although a frequent visitor to haunted houses, he 
has never had any experience. 

We are still in No. 8, in which we have had a sufficient 
number of experiences to make us anxious to distribute 
responsibility by handing it over to another sensitive at 
the earliest possibility. Miss Langton bas hitherto slept 
in No. 4, in which she was put on her first arrival, except 
for the three nights she was in No. 2, with companionship 
in the adjacent rooms. There seems to be no object in 
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the Colonel remaining in No. 8, as be is unlikely to see 
or hear anything, and as soon as that side of the house is 
quite emptied she proposes to go into No. 1, as we are 
anxious to discover whether her experience will corroborate 
that of Miss Moore, myself, Mrs. B. C--, Mr. Garford, 
and the maids, as to the sound of voices. 

March 9th, Tuesdtl!J.-Mr. C-- writes this morning 
in regard to Sunday night : "March 8th.- • • . Last night 
I was not so much disturbed, but I awoke at 8.10, and 
did not sleep after that. I had exactly the same sensa
tion as on the previous night, that whenever I was going 
to sleep something woke me. At 5.20 I heard three 
noises very close together, but they were very distant, and 
sounded from the direction of your room " (No. 8). 

March 10th, Wedne.rdtl!J.-I awoke about 5.80, and lay 
awake reading. I had drawn the blinds up, but kept 
the candle in as long as it was required. At intervals 
between twenty minutes to six o'clock and ten minutes 
past I heard the sounds characteristic of No. 8., viz., foot
steps of a man, and patteriiig of a dog. Miss Moore 
awoke, and heard the later sounds. About 6.10 we both 
heard the thud, which seems to occur generally beyond 
the wardrobe nearer the door. 

In the afternoon Miss Moore and I called on Mrs. S--. 

March lith, Tlmrsda!J.-Very wet day, no phenomena. 
March 12th, Frida!J.-Another wet day. I had had a 

headache all day, and was unable to join the others in 
a walk when the rain cleared off, but I went out, alone, 
about 6.30 to the copse. Standing in my usual place, 

Digitized by Coogle 



150 JOURNAL KEPT DURING 

I saw the nun coming over the hill towards the bum ; 
she stood nearly oppoSite to me, looking down to the 
water for a few minutes, and then moved away towards 
the avenue. I followed as quickly as possible, but when 
I got to the drive she was still a few yards ahead of me, 
and I failed to catch her up, though I pursued her down 
to the lodge, about two hundred yards; she then, passing 
through the gates, turned to the left, and I lost her in 
the obscurity of the road, which is there darkened by 
heavy trees. When I returned to the house I was still 
in so much pain that I took a sedative draught and went 
to bed, and to sleep at once. 

With regard to the above it may be remarked 
that the way she came led from B- Cottage, 
where by the kindneBB of Mr. S- some nuns 
had formerly spent their annual holiday, and 
the road on which she disappeared was a way 
which would have led back to it. 

March lSth, Saturday.-At ten o'clock last night Miss 
Moore woke me to take some food. I was still under 
the influence of the opiate, and did not really rouse, even 
when she came to bed half-an-hour later. We did not 
speak till I was aroused by a loud banging noise, when, 
in answer to my startled exclamation, Miss Moore sug
gested that it was probably the servants shutting up 
downstairs, as we were early, and they had very likely 
not yet gone to bed. I was much annoyed, as I knew 
they had been cautioned to keep quiet, and even the 
maid had not been allowed to enter my room. This 
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morning, when Miss Moore went to see the housekeeper, 
the butler came in and asked if we had heard any noises 
last night, about a quarter to eleven o'clock, he thought, 
after every one had gone up to bed ; adding, 11 It was two 
bangs like a. fist on a door, and I said, • If that isn't Miss 
Moore or Miss Langton, I'll believe in the noises they all 
talk about,'-it's just like what the gentlemen told me." 

His wife had also heard the bangs, but had waited for him 
to speak to her of them, and the maids on the other side 
of the house had been roused to come to their door and 
Jisten. 

The footman, who sleeps in the basement, and the 
Colonel, who was in the smoking-room in the wing till 
11.80, heard nothing; but Miss Langton, in No. 4, to 
whom Miss. Moore mentioned the servants' story, had 
heard noises 11 between 10.80 and 1 0.45," but had not 
been disturbed, thinking, as we had done, that they were 
probably made by the servants. 

On inquiry we found that the cook had gone to bed 
directly after the servants' supper, the two under maids 
were up by ten o'clock (Miss Moore heard their voices 
when she came to my room at ten o'clock), and the upper 
housemaid had gone up a few minutes after the hall clock 
struck, following Miss Moore up the stairs. The butler 
had come up directly after, only waiting to put out the 
hall lamp, and all were in bed before 10.80. We ourselves 
noticed the striking of the hall clock qfler we heard the 
noise-it had gone wrong, and only struck nine instead of 
eleven o'clock-so there seems little doubt that we all beard 
the same sound, and all describe it as coming from below. 

In discussing the occurrence with the butler and his 
wife, Miss Moore learned that they had lately heard a 
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story [from a local resident] which was new to us. A 
maid of Mrs. S--, who, though married to the butler, 
still lived in the house, and performed her duties as usual, 
was one night coming up the back-stairs with a tray for 
Mrs. S--, when, on reaching the top, by the door of 
No. S, she met the figure of a nun, which so frightened 
her that she dropped the tray and broke all the plates 
on it. Mrs. S-- explained it away by saying it was 
"only --" (they could not remember her name) "come 
to pray with her." It was Sunday nig1lt, but they knew 
there was no one there who could in the least account 
for the appearance. The only explanation offered by 
the narrator of the story was that "there had been a Miss 
S--, a nun, who had died." 

March 14th, Swtdag.-1 called on Mrs. S--, and had a 
long talk with her. 

March 15th, Mondag.-Miss Moore and I, both awake at 
the time, heard a loud, vibrating noise about a quarter to 
siL Miss Langton in No. 4 heard it also. The Colonel, 
who sleeps downstairs, heard it as from the hall, and said 
he also felt the vibration. Except for about three nights 
he has always slept in the wing, where, during our tenancy, 
there have been no phenomena. 

March 16tlr, Tueldag.-Miss Moore, Miss Langton, the 
Colonel, and I, left B--. Miss Moore, Miss Langton, 
and I returning on March 20th. 
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After leaving B-- Colonel Taylor wrote as follows to 
Lord Bute:-

March 19th, 1897.-" I arrived in London yesterday, 
after having spent five weeks at B-- very pleasantly. 
I feel sure that there is a ghostly influence pervading the 
house, but I am a little disappointed at the way in which 
it manifests itself, for, up to the time I left, the nature of 
the manifestations was such that, though it is satisfactory 
to me, it would not be so, I think, to those who do not . 
look at such things from so favourable a position as I do. 

« I hope a change may yet come, and things take place 
which one might think would justify people in evacuating 
and forfeiting their money as the H--s did ; certainly 
nothing of this sort happened while I was there. 

«It is very interesting to note Miss Freer's experiences, 
but in regard to those of others who have something to 
relate, it is perhaps difficult to determine bow much 
these statements should be discounted for error of obser
vation and self-suggestion. I heard many noises in the 
night during my stay at B--, but they were of much 
the same sort I have been accustomed to hear at a 
similar time in other houses. I think that some of our 
witnesse~; may have given them undue prominence, under 
the influence of their own expectancy. The clairvoyant 
visions of 1 Ishbel ' in the grounds are not of great 
evidential value for the scientific world in general, and I 
think that any amount of 1 voices' could be read into 
the noises of the running stream, near where she is seen, 
by those who 'wished to hear.' Still, there are some 
objective noises which cannot be easily accounted for in 
an ordinary way, and the three almost independent visions 
of the brown cross are important. 
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"I hope things will improve; in any case, you will have 
added considerably to psychical research when all has 
been recorded. . • . " 

It is difficult perhaps to see why Colonel 
Taylor should regard the independent visions of 
the crucifix as of more value than the equally 
independent and far more numerous hallucina
tions, audible and visual, of" Ishbel." We have 
the statements of the failure of several persons 
who " wished to hear " voices in the sounds of 
the burn, which was, moreover, frozen and silent 
when the voices were heard by the first two 
non-expectant and quite independent witnesses. 

March 19tA.-A passage in Miss Langton's private 
journal under this date is as follows :-

"St. Andm111, March 19tA.-1 looked into a water-bottle 
to-night to see if I could see anything of what was happen
ing at B--. I distinctly saw room No. 3, and gradually a 
figure came into view between the two doors (i.e. near the 
foot of the bed), the figure of a tall woman, dressed in a 
long clinging robe of grey, and who seemed to be hold
ing something in her band, against the wall at the foot of 
the bed. This became more distinct, and I saw that it was 
a cross of dark brown wood, some 12 inches long (I should 
say). The figure did not appear to move. I seemed to be 
standing at the door of No. 8, which opens on to the 
landing" (cf. pp. 17, 182, 142). 
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For the information of those not accustomed 
to the phenomena. of crystal-gazing, it may be 
a.s well to remark that it is quite possible that 
the image had been subconsciously seen by 
Miss Langton when sleeping in No.3, a.s deferred 
impressions are often externa.lised for the first 
time in the crystal. She may equally have re
ceived the impression by thought-transference 
from others. Certainly she had not been in
formed of earlier experiences. 

Marc/, 20th, Saturdn9.-Miss Langton, Miss Moore, and I 
returned to B-- bouse. Four guests arrived in time 
for dinner. 

Rooms for to-night:-
1. Miss Moore and I. 
~. Miss Langton. 
S. Miss ., DufF," a lady whose name is famiJiar to 

readers of recent records of crystal-gazing and 
other students of the literature of the Psychical 
Research Society. 

4. Mr. MacP--. 
5. Mr. W--. 
8. Colonel C--. 

Marc/, 21st, Stmda9.-Last night, about 11.15, after Miss 
Moore and I were in bed in No. I, we beard a loud sound 
from the left-band side of the fireplace (south-west comer). 
It might be imitated by the ., giving" of a large tin box 
(tif. pp. 173, 179). There was nothing but a footstool and 
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a draped .dressing-table there. We called out to Miss 
Langton, whom we could hear still moving about. She 
said she had beard the noise, but had made none hersdf. 

Her account is as follows :-
11 Lastnigbt(Sunday, March 21st) we retired to bed early, 

as Miss Moore was leaving by an early train next morning, 
and I was going to get up in order to see her off. It was 
certainly not later than 1 0.45, when I went to my room, 
having gone to No. 1 to say good-night to Miss Freer 
and Miss Moore, who were sleeping that night in that 
room. Miss 1 Duff' was .in No. S, and I was occupying 
No. 2. I am not at all nervous, and certainly I was not 
expecting to see anything, as No. 2 is always supposed 
to be a 1 quiet' room. I was some time getting to bed, 
but I put out my candle at twelve o'clock, and, after 
noticing that the moon was shining brightly, I got into 
bed. Contrary to my usual custom I did not fall asleep 
for some t~me, and I felt that the room was, in some 
inexplicable way, not as usual. At last I fell asleep, but 
not comfortably. I kept waking, and for some time after 
each awakening I could not get to sleep again. I put 
this down, however, to the fact that I wanted to waken 
early the next morning, and was restless in consequence. 
At last I really fell asleep, but at 4.80 I suddenly 
awakened with the feeling that I was not alone in the 
room. I looked round; the room was quite dark ; the 
moon was not shining, but between the bed and the 
wardrobe there was a figure standing. At first it was 
very indistinct and misty, but gradualJy it formed itself 
into the figure of a woman-a slight, tall woman, with a 
pale face. She was dressed in long robes, but the upper 
part was the only part I could see clearly. Round her 
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face and head was a white band, like that worn by a nun, 
and over her head was what might have been a black 
hood or small shawl, but in the darkness it was very 
difficult to distinguish. I could not see what her features 
were like, but she looked as if she were in trouble, and 
entreating some one to help her. She stood for some 
few moments at the foot of my bed looking towards me, 
and then she made a movement towards the door, but 
before she reached it she had vanished. I was not at all 
frightened, as there was nothing at all alarming in her 
appearance. I cannot write a better description of her, as 
the vision was so short. The figure was the same as that 
I had seen at the bum, only very much clearer." 

Miss "Dutr•• writes under this date March 21st:
"On my arrival yesterday I was shown to my room (No. 8), 
which I had selected, with Miss Freer's permission, as one 
said to have an evil reputation. Perhaps it was natural 
that a feeling 1 as if I were not alone ' should come over me, 
and needless to say there was no apparent cause for this ! 

" As a rule I am a very sound sleeper, nothing ever 
disturbs me ; but last night I was suddenly wide awake, 
as if roused hy something unusual. I sat up quickly in 
bed, but suddenly remembering where I was, I waited 
expectantly. Nothing occurred, although I did not get 
to sleep again for about two houni." 

March 2211d, Monday.-Mr. MacP-- was awakened 
between four and five by heavy footsteps overhead. We 
made many experiments to account for it, and of course 
made inquiries among the servants, but could find no 
cause. We are the more interested that hitherto nothing 
has been heard by our party in his room, No. 4, though 
there is a tradition of earlier disturbances there. 
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Mr. MacP-- has furnished the following 
account of his experience :-

" As usual I went to bed about 12 P.M. I 
had no desire to be disturbed, and so my 
room was still No. 4, which I had originally 
selected as being reputed innocuous, and 
which, save in one slight instance, I had 
hitherto found to deserve its reputation. My 
repeated visits had eliminated any expectancy 
which may at first have, perhaps, existed. 

"My bed was alongside the south wall of my 
room, and parallel to the corridor or passage, my 
head towards No. 5, and my feet towards No. 3. 

" As often happened at B--, I awoke from 
a sound slumber, not by degrees, but in a 
moment. There was no transition -no half
awakening, but full and complete consciousness 
all at once. I struck a light, looked at my 
watch, found it was 4.30, and went to sleep 
again immediately. I then wakened slowly and 
gradually, hearing more and more clearly a noise 
which appeared to me. to be the cause of my 
awakening. The noise was the kind of sound 
which is produced by a person walking rapidly 
with one foot longer than the other-i.e., it 
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was a succession of beats in rapid sequence, 
each alternate beat being louder than the one 
immediately before it. 

"It appeared to me ( 1) to be produced out
side my room; (2) to be on a higher level; 
and (3) to be moving in the direction of my 
bed-i.e., going as from No. 5 past No. 4, in 
which I was, towards No. 3. I at once jumped 
out of bed, opened my door and looked out. I 
saw nothing, and the noise stopped. I then 
stntck a light, and found that it was only 4.45. 

I lay awake till I heard the servants obviously 
moving about, and then went to sleep again. 
At breakfast I asked, ' Has anybody ever heard 
this kind of noise 1 ' reproducing it as well as 
I could by a series of thumps on the table. 
' Oh yes,' was the answer, 'that is what we 
call the ' limping ' or ' scuttering ' noise. Of 
course I had heard the phrases used, but thought 
they referred to two separate noises. I had 
also formed quite distinct ideas as to the kind 
of noises these epithets were intended to de
scribe-both entirely different from the kind 
of noise I had heard-and I showed what I 
meant. 'Oh no,' said Miss Freer, ' what you 
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heard is what we have been calling indiscrimin
ately the limping or scuttering noise, and we 
have not heard the kinds of noise these words 
suggested to you.' I emphasise this as showing 
clearly that I cannot have been expecting to 
hear the particular noise in question. 

"The next thing was to account for the noise, 
if possible, and we spent some time experiment
ing. First of all the servants were interrogated 
as to whether any of them had been moving 
about at 4.45. Answer, 'No.' Next we asked 
who got up first. This was a. maid who slept 
in x, and went into Y to call the kitchenma.id, 
who slept there. To do so she had, of course, 
t<> go through the narrow room which was over 
part of my bedroom. 

''This, she said, was a. good bit later than 4.45. 

But we thought it well to make her go from 
x to Y while I lay down on my bed and 
listened. We made her walk backwards and 
forwards, both with her slippers on and also in 
her stocking soles. I and some of the others 
who came into my room heard her quite dis
tinctly. But {1) the noise of her steps was in 
a different place-near my window, and exactly 
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in the line of her progress; (2) it was an entirely 
different kind of noise. She walked now fast, 
and now slowly, but both footsteps seemed 
always of the same weight; and {3), and this, 
to my mind, was most important, we heard her 
quite distinctly going from x to Y, and back 
again from Y to x and could tell in which 
direction she was moving. Now, the noise 
which I had heard only went in the one direc
tion, i.e., parallel to the maid's outward progress. 
I did not hear anything going in the other 
direction. I was entirely wakened by the 
noise which I had heard, and, as I have said, 
I continued to listen intently for some consider
able time, and yet I heard nothing. 

"In short, alike from its apparent locus, from 
its quality, and from the direction of its move
ments, I am convinced that the noise which I 
heard was not caused by any of the servants 
moving about upstairs. 

"Anybody who knows the house will under
stand that where the noise seemed to me to be 
was in the neighbourhood of the dome. For all 
I know, the dome, as somebody suggested, may 
be a regular sounding-board ; but even so, that 

L 
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does not help much towards an explanation. 
Wherever the noise may have been produced, 
the question still remains, 'What produced it 1' 
and that we have entirely failed to answer." 

The gist of this account was communicated by 
Mr. MacP-- to the Hon. E-- F--, who 
replied as follows on April 19, 1897: "Do you 
appreciate the fact that your ghost, with the 
footsteps of alternate lowness and softness, is 
absolutely correct, and corresponds with Miss 
H--'s ghost, as I heard it from Mrs. G
lately in town. Miss H-- slept, I think, 
in No. 4 [this is wrong; cf. p. 124], and was 
wakened by the sound of walking round her 
bed with a peculiar limp. Much alarmed, she 
went and called her brother, who came and 
slept on the sofa (is there a sofa in No. 41), and 
shortly afterwards they both heard the same 
noise again." 

Mr. MacP--, as already mentioned, did not 
know that this noise had been heard by any 
one. 

Miss tt Duff" thus describes her next night: ''Having 
beard nothing unmmal aU day, I went to bed quite dis
appointed. However, I was to be again awakened, and 

o;9; ized by GooQ[e 
~ -------



A VISIT TO B-- HOUSE 163 

this time by a loud Ct'tllk at my door, which resounded 
for some time. I lit a candle, but nothing had fallen in 
my room to account for the sound. 

"I began to think I might be mistaken as to the direc
tion of the noise, and that it might have been caused by 
a large piece of coal falling in the fender. I went to 
look, but there was no coal at all, only the dying embers 
in the fire. I soon fell asleep again, only to be again 
awakened by a similar crash (although not so loud), and 
this time between the washstand and the window. I 
kept awake till morning, and heard nothing more." [We 
bad carefully concealed from Miss "Duff" the nature 
of the usual phenomena of this room.] 

Marek 23rd, T~.-Mr. L-- and his friend 
Captain B- arrived. 

The proof of this portion of the J oumal was 
submitted to Mr. L---, who returned it with, 
inter alia, the following note :-

" I do not wish to suppress the fact of my 
visit to B--, but object to the publication of 
any details about me or any of my writings." 
In deference to Mr. L-'s wish, therefore, his 
contributions to the Journal have been with
drawn, and all further references to him deleted. 

Captain B-- had no experiences, and by 
his desire some interesting suggestions made by 
him as to possible normal causes have been 
omitted. 
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We are now sleeping as follows :-
1. Captain B-. 
2. Miss Langton. 
S. Miss 11 Duff." 
4. Mr. MacP--. 
5. Myself. 
6. Mr. L--. 
7. Colonel C--. 

Miss 11 Duff" writes under this date:-
11 Last night I sat late by my fire ezpecting, but as nothing 

seemed to be going to happen I went to bed, and soon 
to sleep. However, I was to have my most startling 
experience ! I was awakened as if by some one violently 
shaking my bed (I must mention there was a great wind 
blowing outside), and at the same time I felt something 
press heavily upon me. 1 1truck out ! rather frightened, 
but remembering again where I was, refrained from striking 
a light, in order to see the next development of this weird 
experience. To my disappointment nothing happened, 
although sleep was successfully banished till daylight." 

(On March 28th Miss "Duff" wrote to me: "Mr. 
-- suggested that I should describe to you more 
accurately the shaking of my bed, as it was not at all 
such a vibration as might be caused by a high wind or 
any ordinary movement occurring in other parts of the 
House. 

"The bed seemed to heave in the centre, as if there 
were some force under it, which raised it in the centre 
and rocked it violently for a moment and then let it sink 
again. I should also have added, that on other nights 
quite as windy this phenomenon did not occur; in fact, 
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no movement I have ever felt bas given me quite the 
same sensation. The highest point on the 'Switchback' 
is the nearest to it in my experience. I was wide awake 
at the time, so it was no nightmare."] 

Miss "Duff" thus continues her account of Tuesday, 

March 2Srd :-
"This morning, as I sat in the drawing-room, I heard the 

low, monotonous voice of some one reading aloud. Know
ing that Miss Freer and Miss Langton were writing in 
the next room, I concluded that Miss Freer must be 
dictating while Miss Langton wrote for her, although I 
must say I did not recognise Miss Freer's voice. This 
went on for about an hour. Soon after Miss Langton 
came into the drawing-room, and I said, 'Well, you 
have been busy; I suppose Miss Freer has been dictating 
to you?' She looked surprised and said, 'No, indeed 
she hasn't ; we have both been writing, and if Miss Freer 
spoke at all, it was only a few words now and again.' " 
This low monotonous sound of a human voice I afterwards 
heard once or twice in Room 8. 

March 24th, Wedtresda!J.-Last night I heard a crash as 
of something falling from the dome into the hall, about 
twenty minutes to twelve. 

At breakfast Colonel C-- said he had heard a loud 
thump on his door at an early hour-before six, when 
wide awake. 

Mr. W-- also had had an experience. He heard 
sounds outside his room, and went to investigate. On 
returning he found the kitten in his room, but, sceptic 
as he is, he acknowledged freely that the kitten, a wee 
thing, could not have produced the sounds he heard. 
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Cop!J of leUer from Mr. W-- to Mr. MAcP--. 

"Marek 24th, 1897.- .. . In case it may interest Miss 
Freer to know what I thought of the noises I heard in 
No. I prior to the kitten incident, the following states 
my recollections shortly : The first noise was about half
past four, and resembled two small explosions, such as 
a fire sometimes makes. They followed one another 
closely, and came from the direction of the fireplace or 
the south-west comer of the room. I got up and looked 
at the fire, and it was all but out; but I would not like 
to swear that the noises did not come from it. 

"As to the other noise, it occurred about a quarter to 
six, and was quite loud. It sounded as if one of the large 
deer heads on the staircase wall had faiien down and 
rolled a step or two. I cannot understand bow so~e of 
the others did not hear the noise, but I heard and saw 
nothing when I went out of my room to see what it was. 

"I should add, that in this case, as well as in the former 
one, I was awake when the noise occurred. If I had 
heard these noises in any other house I would not have 
thought of noticing them, but it might be curious to see 
if they are the same that have been heard in that room 
already." 

After breakfast I heard of a great excitement among 
the servants, and taking Miss Langton with me, to serve 
as witness and to take notes, I interviewed separately 
the three concerned, as well as the cook, to whom they 
had told the story also. It is worth while to mention 
that I have several times heard the kitchenmaid com
plained of as lacking in respect for her betters - in 
scoffing at their reports of phenomena. Only yesterday 
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Mrs. Robinson told me she had not mentioned several 
things (bell-ringing, a knock at her door, &c.) because 
it upset her authority in the kitchen to exhibit interest 
in such things. 

All the stories were consistent, and no cross-ques
tioning upset the evidence. They were distinctly in 
earnest. 

The three maids and a temporary servant, M--, 
belonging to the district, went up to their rooms about 
10.80. The two housemaids sleep together (in z], Lizzie, 
the kitchenmaid, separately, in a room adjoining (in v ]. 
Directly after getting into bed all beard knockings, and 
they called out between the rooms to each other. Lizzie 
stayed awake, and looking up towards the ceiling had 
what sounds like a hypna-gogic hallucination, of a cloud 
which changed rapidly in colour, shape, and size, and 
alarmed her greatly. Then she felt her clothes pulled 
off, but thought this might be accidental, and tucked 
them in. Then she was sure they were pulled off again, 
and screamed to the other maids. Neither dared go to 
her, her screams were so terrifying ; but they finally 
opened the door of communication between the rooms, 
and Carter went to fetch the temporary assistant from 
the other end of the corridor, "because she was such a 
good-living girl " (particular about fasting in Lent, I 
gather). The three then returned for the kitchenmaid, 
and all spent the night in the housemaid's room. 

The upper housemaid went to Miss Langton's room 
this rooming, I bear, much upset and crying, and there 
can be no doubt of the conviction of all the maids. 

For the future they wish to occupy one room. 
The cook, sleeping on the ground floor below No. 3, 
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heard footsteps and knockings, and awoke her husband, 
but he heard nothing. She diagnosed it as being "about 
the door of Miss • Dufrs' room (No. S above). She 
thought it was outside of her door, but was not sure. 
It was just after midnight. 

Miss "DufF" writes on the same day:-
" Last night I had just got into bed, when . I heard foot

steps, so, always on the alert for phenomena, I listened 
and was relieved ( ? disappointed would be better ! ) to 
hear Mr. -- cough, so I settled down to sleep. A 
quarter of an hour or twenty minutes later (about twelve 
o'clock) I again heard steps, but this time they came from 
the back-stair and shufHed past my room, and then I heard 
a loud fall against what seemed to me the door of room 
No. 1, which is practically next door to mine.* 

"I went to listen, but not a sound was to be beard, and 
I saw no one. It could not have been the gentleman 
who was occupying that room [Mr. W--], as I heard him 
(with others) come up a quarter of an hour later and go 
into his room. Although the fall seemed agaitut the door 
of No. 1, I must add that the depth and quality of the 
noise was as if a large body had fallen far away, of which 
we only, as it were, heard the echo, but that quite distinct{y 
on the door of No. 1." 

(Miss Langton testifies to being disturbed by . the 
same sounds in No. 2, the dressing-room between Miss 
"Duff's" room and Mr. W--'s.] 

Miss "DufF" continues :-
" Marr:h 25tla.-Last night I felt my bed shake, as if some 

one had taken it in both hands, but as there was a. high 
wind, I did not take much notice of this. I have had my 

• Of. Mrs. Robinson's account ante. 
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bed shaken violently in that room once before, however, 
when there was no wind at all." 

Mr. MacP-- and Captain B-- left. The only 
phenomenon to be noted under this date is the following 
record by Miss Langton :-

" I heard a loud thump at the door of communication 
between Nos. 1 and 2 when dressing for dinner, but on 
going into No. I found it quite empty. A curious point 
about these noises is that the knocks on the door between 
Nos. I and 2 have been audible in this room, No. 2 (in 
my experience) only when No. 1 is empty, and in No. 1 
only when No. 2 is empty." 

Man:k 26tlz, Friday. 

Miss "Duff" writes on the same day:-
" As I was talking to Miss Langton at the door of her 

room (No. 2) on my way to dress. for dinner, a double 
bang on the door came from the inside of room No. I, 

which was the one Captain B-- had occupied, and 
where he had beard nothing. At the same moment 
Miss Langton called out that there had been a bang on 
the door between her room and No. I. For a moment 
I hesitated to go in, but a housemaid came down the 
corridor at that moment to see what the noise was 
she . had heard, and we investigated together, but to no 
purpose." 

Miss Langton writes further under this date :-
" I heard three distinct bangs at the lower part of the 

door of my room leading into the corridor. I described 
it to myself as a person coming along the corridor towards 
No. 2, walking in an unsteady way, nnd as if he could not 
see where he was going, and then walking straight against 

~ - - ------- Digitized by Coogle 



170 JOURNAL KEPT DURING 

the door of my room and banging his foot against it. 
Miss 1 Duff' this morning acted at our request as I 
have just described, and the noise she made was :ui 
exact reproduction of what I heard last night. The 
bang occurred at three intervals-at 11.85, 1 1.45, and 
11.50." 

March 27tla, SaturdlJ!I.-Mr. --and Miss "Duff" left. 
Miss Langton and I are now alone. 

Miss 11 Duff" was undisturbed last night. 

There was very little wind last night, as I happen to 
know in the following connection. Carter twice over, 
about I 1.30 and again after midnight, heard the sounds 
of reading, which she imitated to me this morning-like 
the monotoning of a psalm. She called out to two other 
maids to listen, and all three heard it. She felt sure it 
was not the wind or the pipes. ·Both the gardener and 
the gamekeeper say it was a very quiet night. 

March 28th, Srmda!J.-As it bad been suggested that 
practical joking or malicious mischief were in question, we 
were a good deal on the qui vive to-night, being alone. I 
watched from behind the curtain at an open window from 
10.80 MI. till after midnight, and again from 4.80 A.M. to 
6 A.M. The night was windy and there was a good deal 
of noise, but very different in kind from any of our usual 
phenomena. We found that there were people moving 
about till after midnight, but we did not attach much 
importance to this, as the gardeners may have been to 
the stoves (the night was frosty), and there is a right-of
way through the grounds. 

No phenomena. 
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The servants, we find, are alive to the fact that some 
one prowls about at night. The footman, who sleeps 
downstairs, says they have tried to frighten him, ami 
things have been thrown at the kitchen windows. I 
found it out by the fact that I was seized by the butler 
and footman when I went out "prowling" on Sunday 
night, fancying I had heard footsteps. They were on the 
same errand, and caught me in the dark ! 

March 29th, Monday.-To-day Miss Langton and I have 
been very busy writing in the library, both silent and 
occupied. Again and again have we heard footsteps over
head in No. 8, at intervals between ten A.M. and one, and 
again in the evening between six and seven. No rooms 
are in use on that side of the house-6, 7, and 8 are all 
empty. The rooms below are locked up and shuttered. 
At 1 I. SO we both heard some one moving about outside 
on the gravel, but it was too dark a night to see any 
one. 

[Friday, April 2nd-An unpleasant light has (possibly) 
been thrown on these movements. We find to-day that 
some one has killed a sheep in the garden, in a retired 
spot, taking away the skin and the meat.] 

March SOth, Ttu:lday.-No phenomena, except the sound 
of steps overhead above the library. For this reason, 
Miss Langton is going to sleep in No. 8, where the steps 
occur. 

Mr. and Mrs. M-- came. 
[We were particularly glad to welcome Mrs. M-- for 

other reasons than the pleasure of her society. She is of 
Spanish origin, and a Roman Catholic, and according to 
previous evidence, so were other persons upon whom 
specially interesting phenomena had been bestowed.] 
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Mr. B. S-- and Miss V. S--, brother and sister of 
the owner, dined with us. 

March Slit, Wedne1dag.-Mr. and Mrs M-- were put 
into No. 1. Both complain of a very sleepless night. 

Miss Langton in No. 8 beard sounds after daylight
footsteps shuffiing round the bed, and a knock near the 
wardrobe. No one is overhead nor in No. 7, the next 
room. 

Mrs. M.-- spent two hours alone in the drawing
room. She asked me just before lunch what guns those 
were she had heard. I suggested " The keeper?" and 
she said, "No, it is like the gun you bear at Edinburgh 
at one o' dock a bmg fDO!J off," which is a good descrip
tion of the familiar detonating sound (cf. under date, 
February 8). 

Her own account of the day is as follows:-

"B- HousE. 

' 1 I arrived here last evening, Tuesday, 80th of March, 
about six o'clock. It was a nice bright evening, but cold. 
I wns received by Miss Freer, who gave me some tea, 
and then I was taken to my bedroom by Miss Langton, 
of whom I asked if my room was hRunted. She said 
it had • a reputation,'but somehow or another it did not 
seem to impress me much. That night Miss S-- and 
her . brother dined here ; they were very pleasant, and 
talked away hard, and we played card games, such as 
1 Old Maid' and 1 Muggins.' We went to bed feeling 
quite happy, saying we had never been in such an un-
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ghostly bouse before. The bed was quite comfortable, 
and we lay talking quite happily, but could not sleep, 
and were not in the least bit restless. About two o'clock 
we dozed off, and a few minutes to four A.M. we were 
both suddenly awoke by a terrific noise, which sounded 
to me like the lid of the coal-scuttle having caught in 
a woman's gown. We then lay awake until about 6.80, 
and in that interval we heard a few noises, what I cannot 
exactly describe, as they were very ordinary sounds one 
might hear in any not very solidly built house. We came 
down to breakfast feeling we had passed a sleepless night, 
but otherwise quite happy. After breakfast I went into 
the smoking-room in the new wing, where my; husband 
was writing letters. I sat there a good time, and he was 
in and out of the room. All the time I heard tramping 
up above as if the housemaid was doing the room. Not 
knowing the geography of the house I took it for No. 8. 
and thought what very noisy servants these were. I 
then went into the drawing-room to write my own letters, 
and Miss Freer came and spoke to me there. While she 
was with me there, I heard a distant cannon, exactly like 
the one o'clock gun in Edinburgh, and the whole morning 
a ceaseless chatter, which I put down to Miss Freer and 
Miss Langton in the room next door (cf. under date, 
March 28rd). · 

April lst, Tkursda_v.-This is Mrs. M--'s account of 
last night. 11 Last evening we were late for dinner, as Mr. 
M-- and I had been out to see the nun by the bum, 
hut had seen nothing. The whole evening I had a sort 
of half consciously disagreeable feeling, and when I went 
to my room it was 'some time before I could make up my 
mind to get into bed. The servants very much annoyed 
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me ; they were making such a needless amount of noise in 
running about the room overhead. (The room overhead 
was empty. Since their adventure of March 2Srd, the 
servants had slept on the other side of the house.] At 
last I got into bed, and I may say I hardly slept a wink 
the whole night. I simply lay in terror, of what I cannot 
say, but I had the feeling of some very disagreeable 
sensation in the air, but we did not hear a sound all 
night from the time we got into bed until we got up 
next morning at 8.80. 

" I spent the whole of the morning in the drawing-room 
writing letters and reading, and from time to time I went 
up to No 1 to get books and different things, and each 
time was a little surprised to find the room empty, as 
there had been a ceaseless noise of housemaids, and very 
noisy ones too. I also beard what I bad described before 
as the cannon. After luncheon Miss Freer and Miss 
Langton and I went out walking, and just as we were 
coming in to tea we all three beard the cannon, and then 
I said that is the noise I heard every morning, and some
times in the evening, in the drawing-room." 

This afternoon we were having tea in the drawing
room at 4.80, Mrs. M--, Miss Langton, and myself. 
We beard some one walking overhead in No. 1, a sound 
we have heard often before, when we knew the room to be 
empty above. Mrs. M-- remarked that it was just the 
sound she had heard, again and again, when sitting alone 
in the drawing-room. 

It was so exactly the heavy, heelless steps we had 
heard before, that Miss L-- ran upstairs softly to see 
if any one was there, but found no one about. Next we 
heard a loud bang-not of a door-in the hall, and she 
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went out again to ascertain the cause, and met the butler 
on the same errand. We could find nothing to account 
for it. It was like the noise before described, of some
thing dropped heavily into the hall from the gallery 
above. 

There had been so much trouble of ascertaining whether 
the noises were caused by doors banging, that since the 
wanner weather set in, ever since our return on March 
20th, in fact, we have bad every passage-door opening 
into the ball and into the gallery upstairs fixed open with 
wedges. 

We had scarcely settled to our tea again before we 
again beard the footsteps oYerbead, and again Miss 
Langton went up and found the room empty. She walked 
across the room, and we heard her do so, but the sound 
was quite difFerent. She did it noisily on purpose, but 
though she is very big and tall, she didn't sound heavy 
enough. 

Mrs. M-- remarks, on bearing this read over, that 
the sound was difFerent ln character as well as in volume 
-that the footsteps she (and we) beard were " between 
a run and a walk." My phrase was, and bas always been, 
"as of the quiek, heavy steps of a person whose foot-gear 
didn't match." We called it, when we first heard it in 
No. 8, a "shuffling step." 

After she came down the servants' tea-bell rang, And 
we at once aaid, "Now we shall know where they all 
are." The ball is under the wing, at the other end of 
the bouse, and we 'knew that the room underneath us was 
empty, and the shutters up, and that All who were in the 
house were either in the drawing-room or the servants' 
hall. 
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In a few minutes we again heard the pacing foot
steps, up and down, up and down ; we heard them at 
intervals during half-an-hour. We also heard voices as 
of a man and woman talking. I went to the foot of the 
stairs, just below the door of No. I, and heard them plain. 
Mrs. M-- is not quick of bearing, but she heard them 
distinctly several times. At 5.20 we heard the maids go 
up the stone staircase, coming away from their tea, and 
though we listened till after six, the other sounds did not 
occur again. 

April 2nd, Friday. 
[Mr. M-- let\ early, Mrs. M-- remaining till a 

later train.] 
At 11.15 Miss Langton and I were in the library at 

two different tables writing. The room was silent. 
Suddenly we beard a heavy blow struck on a third table, 
ten feet at least away from either of us. I instantly 
fetched Mrs. M--, and in her hearing Miss Langton 
imitated the sound on the same table, by bitting with her 
fist as heavily as possible. There is a drawer in the table, 
empty, which added to the vibration, and also pendent 
brass handles. I tried, but could not make noise enough. 
We kept watch in the room till lunch, Mrs. M-
keeping guard when we were obliged to leave, but 
nothing happened till, when we were sitting at luncheon 
(there is only a single door and a curtain between the two 
rooms), we beard it again as above described. 

One of the informants, who described the scene which 
occurred the day the late Mr. S-- left this house for 
the last time, said "a very heavy blow like a man's fist 
came on the table between them." This is the same room. 

The same sound occurred &gllin while we were at lunch 
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in the dining-room just now. The first time Miss Langton 
rushed to the library and found a housemaid there at the 
stove, so we agreed it should not count. It occurred again 
in about five minutes, and again she went into the room 
(which is next the dining-room) and found it empty and 
no one in the hall. 

Mrs. M--, whom I asked to locate the sound, pointed 
to just that part of the wall by the table upon which the 
knock had struck. 

Signed (as correct) by Mrs. M-- and Miss 
Langton. 

(I have since asked the housemaid if she heard any
thing, and she says no, she was making too much noise 
herself. We all heard it distinctly, above the clatter of 
the fire-irons.) 

On April 9th Mr. M-- sent me the following account 
of his impressions :-

" . . . You ask me to describe the noises I heard while 
staying with you at B--. I should say, in the first 
place, that I am a good, but light, sleeper; I seldom lie 
awnke, am generally asleep five minutes after going to 
bed, but wake easily, and awake at once to full conscious
ness. I am not the least nervous, and have often slept 
in so-called ' haunted ' rooms [Mr. M-- has had very 
exceptional opportunities in this direction] ; and while I 
certainly cannot say that I altogether disbelieve in what 
are commonly called 'ghosts,' I do believe that in nine 
cases out of ten, noises, and even appearances, may, if 
investigated, be traced to perfectly normal causes. 

"We spent three nights at B--: March 30th and 
31st, and April Ist. The first two nights room No. 1 .. 
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was our bedroom, and the third night room No. tl. Room 
No. 2 was my dressing-room. 

"When talking to you and Miss Langton at the top ,;f 
the stairs, just before going to bed, we all of us heard 
noises-rappings-coming apparently from No. 2. The 
noises were very undoubted, but as we were talking at 
the time I cannot define them more accurately. 

"When first going to bed, both nights in No. 1, we heard 
footsteps and voices apparently in conversation ai.Jove us. 
The sounds seemed to come from a room which was over 
the bed, !.Jut did not extend as far as the fireplace in 
No. I, and also from the room which would be ai.Jove the 
room next to ours behind the bed." 

The rooms overhead were empty. Cf. under 
date April lat. 

"These noises I attributed at the time, and still at
tribute, to the maids going to bed. I am bound to say, 
however, that they were heard both by Mrs. M-- and 
her maid, who was in No. 1 with her, during the day
time, at an hour when it was said no servants were up
stairs. These voices and footsteps did not go on for long 
into the night. For (I should say) some hours during the 
night of the 30th, I frequently heard a sound which 
seemed to come from near the fireplace, and which I 
can best describe as a gentle tap on a drum-like some 
one tuning the kettle-drum in an orchestra. I do not 
think Mrs. M-- heard this noise, for though she slept 
very badly, she was dozing a good deal during the first 
half of the night. At 3.55 A.M. I was in a state of semi
consciousness, when both I and Mrs. M-- were fully 
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roused by a noise so loud that I wonder it did not wake 
people sleeping in other parts of the house. It seemed 
to come either from the door between No. 1 and 2, or 
from between that door and the fireplace. To me it 
sounded like a kind of treble rap on a hollow panel, but 
far louder than any one could rap with their knuckles. 
My wife described it as the sound of some one whose 
gown had caught the lid of a heavy coal-scuttle and let 
it fall. This noise was not repeated, and by a treble rap 
I mean the sound was like an arpeggio chord. I feel 
certain it was not against the false window outside, 
indeed it had the sound of being in the room. The 
kettle-drum sounds might easily have been a trick of the 
wind, though the night was still, but the only natural 
explanation of this noise that I can give is practical joking, 
as the noise might have come from my dressing-room. The 
coal-scuttle was standing between the fireplace and door
post, just where the sound seemed to come from. The 
second night I moved the scuttle right away to between 
the head of the bed and the window, and the noise was 
not repeated. The second night the talking and foot
steps were both heard when first we went up; and once, 
shortly after all was still, early in the night. Nevertheless 
we again both of us slept very badly indeed-! may say 
that except from about 6 to 8 A.M. I slept very little 
either night. I should say that all through both nights 
I frequently heard the owls hooting-both the tawny owl 
and another, which I think was the little owl ; the fonner 
on one occasion was very close to the window, and any 
one with a vivid imagination or unacquainted with the 
cry of the owl (and, strange as it may seem, a country
bred girl, staying at L-- the other day, did not know 
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the owls' cry when she heard it), might well take it for 
shrieks." 

N.B.-No one ever heard shrieks during 
Colonel Taylor's tenancy at B--. 

"The third night, as I have said, we were in No. 8, and 
both of us slept like tops, and heard or saw nothing. 

" One morning, in the smoking-room in the east wing, 
I heard voices which 1eemed to come from above, but 
which I am convinced were from the kitchen beneath. 

11 As you know, ' Ishbel' was not kind enough to show 
herself to me. . • • 

"P.S.-I wrote the above without reading over my wife's 
account. I have only to add that I had none of tlie un
comfortable sensations she talks of. Bodily and meota11y 
I was comfortable all night. Nor was I in the least rest
less-only wakeful. But for the noises, B-- certainly 
strikes one as a very unghostly house." 

April Srd, Saturday.-Miss Langton and I heard foot
steps walking up and down overhead at dinner-time last 
night, in No. 7, a room which is not in use. We looked 
at each other, but did not at first say anything, on account 
of the presence of the servants. After it had gone on for 
at least teo minutes, I asked the butler if he had heard 
them. He at once said, 11 Yes, and might he go and see 
if any one were about?" We heard him go upstairs and 
open the door of the room, and walk across it, but his 
step was quite different from the sound we had heard. 
He came back saying, 11 The housemaid had been in to 
draw the blind down since we luld been at dinner." I 
have questioned her since, and she says she simply went 
in and out again-,vas not there half a minute. 
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About four o'clock this afternoon, Miss Langton ran in 
from the garden where we were gathering fir-cones, to 
fetch a basket out of the library, and beard so much noise 
going on in the drawing-room that she went in to investi
gate. It was empty and silent. The noise was a violent 
hammering on the door between the two rooms on the 
drawing-room side. 

The two rooms below the library and drawing-room 
were empty, and shuttered (the smoking-room and 
billiard-room), No 1 was disused (over the drawing-room), 
and Miss Langton found no one in No. 8 (over the 
library). She Cllme back and told me at once. 

I have now had the following rooms locked up and the 
keys taken away by the butler :-

Ground floor: All the wing and drawing-room. 
Above: 2, S, 4o, 6, and 7. (I am sleeping in No. 5, 

Miss Langton in No. 8.) 
Basement: Smoking and billiard rooms. 
Mr. T-- arrived in the afternooiL We were all out 

till dinner-time. While at dinner, we all three, as well 
as the butler, heard steps walking overhead in No. 7, as 
we did last night. 

April 4th, Sundag.-1 was wakened early this morning 
by the sound of a crash. As it was mixed with my 
dreams I did not think it worth while to get up and in
vestigate, but looked at my watch. It was twenty 
minutes to siL Five minutes later I heard another crash 
under the dome--of the kind so often described-and 
looked out, but the house was perfectly still. I heard 
the servants come down about seven o'clock. 

Miss Langton, sleeping in No. 8, describes the same 
sounds at the same moment. 
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Mr. B. S-- and Miss S--, brother and sister of the 
proprietor, called. 

Mr. T-- writes under this date:-
11 April 4th, Sunda.y.-I beard footsteps overhead last 

evening while at dinner. Sleeping in No. t. To bed 
about 11 P.M. To sleep in about half-an-hour. Mean
while I beard sounds as of reading aloud in No. 8. 
Woke at 6.20. Heard voices in No.8 again." 

April 5th, Monday.-Mr. T-- said at breakfast that 
he had beard sounds as of some one reading in Miss 
Langton's room, No. 8, between 11.0 and 11.80 P.M., and 
again the sound of voices from the same room in the 
morning. Miss Langton was alone, nor, as we have 
proved-(see under date March 2nd)-could any sound of . 
reading or speaking have been heard, had any reaJly 
existed. 

April 6th, Tuesda.v.-Mr. T-- writes under this date:-
11 To my room last night about I 1 P.M. Loud thuds on 

the floor above me, and a heavy thud against the door 
dividing my room (No. 1) from the dressing-room beyond 
(No. 2). I went out and listened at the servants' staircase. 
They were talking, but not moving about. [I lean1t on 
inquiry that they were all in bed by 10.!0.-A. G. F.] I 
went to sleep immediately after I got to bed, but woke 
up later with a violent start, as if by a loud noise, though 
I heard nothing. I waited a few minutes and then 
looked at my watch. It was 12.80. I beard voices talk
ing pretty loud. I was awake over three-quarters of an 
hour, then slept till 5.80." 
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Mr. B. S-- was out fishing with Mr. T-- in the 
morning, and came in to lunch and again to dinner. In 
the evening I had a good deal of talk with him. 

This afternoon Mrs. --,a lady well acquainted with 
the neighbourhood, came to tea. She asked me about the 
hauntings, and said they were matter of common talk in 
the district. She also told me that in the late Mr. S--,.s 
time it had been alleged that the disturbances were in
tentional annoyances, though she agreed it was rather a 
sustained effort. 

I also called to say "good-bye" to Mrs. S.--, to 

whom I remarked that, though I could not doubt the 
existence of phenomena at B--, we bad been most 
comfortable, and had greatly liked tbe place. 

Early this morning (I am still sleeping in No. 5) 
I heard the familiar crash under the dome. It was 
about 2.80. Mr. T-- said at breakfast that he had 
heard it too. 

Wednuda!J 7tlr.-Mr. T-- writes under this date :
"To bed about eleven. To sleep at once. Awakened 

at 2.80 by a terrific crash, and tbe sound of voices. A 
little later I heard light raps at the foot of my door, as if 
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a dog had wagged his tail against it. Looked out, saw 
nothing; very disturbed night." 

April 8th, Th11rsda!f.-Mr. T-- writes, "Woke last 
night at 12.30. Heard nothing, but slept very badly. I 
may mention that I am, as a rule, a very sound sleeper, 
and as I bad taken a lot of exercise every day-fishing, 
shooting, cycling, and walking, from breakfast-time to 
dark-there was no reason why I should not sleep." 

Mr. T-- had been out the whole of this 
day with the keepers-heather burning-and 
was obviously "dead tired " when he went to 
bed. It is curious that even when not dis
turbed, he should have slept so badly, but 
sleepless and nameless discomfort has assailed 
most persons in No. 1, though the room is large 
and airy. 

April 8th, Thursdt1!f.-We bad planned to leave yester
day, but it was bome in upon me that to-day being the 
anniversary of the Major's death, it would be a pity--on 
the hypothesis of there being anything supernormal in 
these phenomena-that the bouse should not be under 
observation to-night. 

In the rooming the Land-stewanl called, having beard 
from Mrs. S-- that we had heard footsteps about the 
house at night, and that I had several times observed a 
disreputable-looking man about the place, whom I knew 
not to be one of the farm-servants. 

The admissions hitherto made by him, and by -- and 

Digitized by Coogle 



A VISIT TO B-- HOUSE 185 

--, as to some of the phenomena, carry the evidence 
back for over twenty yean. 

I don't know whether we have been specially on the 
qui vive to-day, but we seem to have beard bangs and 
crashes and footsteps overhead all day, though all the 
rooms, except Nos. 1, 5, and 8 are locked up-Mr. T-
occupies No I, Miss Langton No. 11, I No. 5. 

Acting upon the hints given us by -- and --, I 
thought the downstairs smoking-room ought to be specially 
under observation to-day. I was suffering from acute 
heAdache, and was obliged to lie down in my own room 
from lunch-time to dinner, and this smoking-room, which 
is known as "the Major's room," was the only sitting
room in use. A few minutes before dinner, I went down 
and busied myself in putting my camera to rights. It was 
a delicate piece of work, and when I saw a black dog, 
which I supposed for the moment to be "Spooks" (my 
Pomeranian), run across the room towards my left, I 
stopped, fearing that she would shake the litUe table on 
which the camera stood. I immediately saw another dog, 
really Spooks this time, run towards it from my right, 
with her ears pricked. Miss Langton also observed this, 
and said, " What is Spooks after?" or something of that 
sort. A piece of furniture prevented my seeing their 
meeting, and Spooks came back directly, wagging her 
tail. The other dog was larger than Spooks, though it 
also bad long black hair, and might have been a small 
spaniel. 

[It was not till after we had left B-- that we 
learned that the Major's favourite dog was a black 
spaniel.] 

After dinner we returned to this room. I had intended 
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to try Ouija and the crystal, but was in ,too much pain to 
make this possible, and Miss Langton felt she coul<l not 
do it alone ; it was as much as I could do to sit up at all, 
but, by a strong effort of will, I was able to remain down
stairs till after midnight. [I was still occasionally suffering 
from the results of my accident.] We sat in front of the fire, 
playing a round game. About nine we all three heard foot
steps coming from the south-west comer and going towards 
the door; I held up my hand for silence, but I could see, 
from the direction of their eyes, that they heard the sounds 
as I did-even the dog looked up and watched. The steps 
were those of a rather heavy person in heelless shoes, 
who walked to the door, and came back again, passed 
close behind Mr. T--'s chair, crossed the hearth-rug 
just in front of me, and stopped at or about the north
east comer, but-it seemed-remained in the room, behind 
Miss Langton's chair. We heard them again about 10.30; 
we also heard sounds several times during the evening of 
the talking of a man and woman. Three times over Miss 
Llmgton and Mr. T-- went out to listen, but the 
house was perfectly quiet, and though we were on the 
same floor with the servants, there had been, the whole 
time, three closed doors between us and their quarters in 
the wing, which also was in the direction opposite that 
from which the sounds came (the present billiard-room). 
About 10.4·5, Miss Langton and I went up to the dining
room in search of refreshment ; everything upstairs seemed 
perfectly still, and the servants had long before gone 
to bed. Mr. T-- followed us up, and as we went 
back to the smoking-room, the voices seemed to be in 
high argument just inside. We could distinguish no 
words, though the timbre of the voices is perfectly clear in 
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my memory. About 12.20 we went to bed. I had in
tended to sit up in No. 8, but found I was not equal to 
it, and Miss Langton would not accept my offer of sleep
ing there with her. She was therefore there alone, I in 
No. 5, and Mr. T-- in No. I. I had not been many 
minutes in my room when I heard the familiar loud crash 
as of something falling into the ball, under the dome, and 
rushed out immediately-the house was perfectly still. 
We had left a small lamp burning in the corridor. Mr. 
T-- said, next morning, that he bad also came out 
at the sound, but must have been later than I, as he was 
just in time to see my door shut. About twenty minutes 
after, I beard the shuffling footsteps come up the stairs, 
and pause near my door; I opened it, and saw nothing, 
but was so definitely conscious of the presence of a person
ality, that I addressed it in terms which need not be set 
down here, but of which I may say that they were in
tended to be of the utmost seriousness, while helpful and 
encouraging. I may add, that I knew from experience of 
the acoustic qualities of the house, that I should not be 
audible to those in Nos. 1 or 8. Absolutely, while I was 
speaking, the voices we had heard downstairs became 
audible again, this time it seemed to me outside the door 
of No.8; they were certainly the same voices, but seemed 
to be consciously lowered. (Miss Langton's account will 
show that she heard voices and footsteps outside her 
door at about this time.) I was asleep before the clock 
struck two, but was awakened again about 8.80, and was 
kept awake for more than an hour by various sounds in 
the bouse. Roughly speaking, these were of two kinds : 
one, those of distant clangs and crashes which we hAve 
heard many times in varying intensity, loudest of all on 
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our first night and on this. The other (more human in 
association), knocks at the door, thuds on the lower panels 
within, say, two feet of the ground; footsteps, not as 
before, but rapid and as of many feet, and again the same 
voices. The night was perfectly still, and I could clearly 
difFerentiate the cries of the owl (of two kinds, I think), 
the kestrel hawk, and even of the rabbits on the lawn. I 
went to the windows and looked out, but the night was 
quite dark, and the dawn was grey and misty. 

About 5.45 I fell asleep, and did not wake till my tea 
came up at 7.30, when I asked the maid if she had been 
disturbed, and she replied that the servants had been 
extra busy the day before, had gone to bed early, and 
bail slept soundly. 

Miss Langton and Mr. T-- attest the above as a 
correct account of our experience, so far as they were 
concerned. 

The following is from Miss Langton's private diary :
" Miss Freer, Mr. T--, and I all agreed that, as 

it was the anniversary of the old Major's death, we 
would sit to-night in his own sitting-room, which we 
always call 1 the downstairs smoking-room.' Just before 
dinner, Miss Freer, who was sitting between the writing
table and fireplace, suddenly called out, ' What is Spooks 
running after? • and then she said that there were trro 

black dogs in the room, and that the other dog was 
larger than Spooks she said, 1 like a spaniel. • 

"After dinner we three sat round the fire and played 
games ; suddenly one of us called out, 1 Listen to those 
footsteps,' and then we diltinctl!J heard a heavy man 
walking round the room, coming apparently from the 
direction of the safe, in the wall adjoining the billiard 
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room, and then walking towards the door, passing between 
us and the fireplace in front of which we were sitting. It 
was a very curious sensation, for the steps came so very 
close, and yet we saw nothing. Footsteps died away, and 
we resumed our game. Three times over we distinctly 
heard outside the door the voices of a man and woman, 
apparently in anger, for their voices were loud and rough. 
Each time we jumped up at once and opened the door 
quietly-there was nothing to be seen; the passage was in 
total darkness, all the servants having gone to bed (the 
last time was nearly eleven o'clock). We certified this fact 
by making an expedition into the kitchen regions. We 
then returned to the smoking-room, and not long after 
the footsteps again began in exactly the same direction. 
This time they lasted a longer time. 

11 I slept in No. 8, and was so tired I slept pretty well, 
but before going to sleep, just before one o'clock, I heard 
the sound of a heavy man in slippers come down the 
corridor and stop near my door, and then the sound as of 
a long argument in subdued voices, a man and a woman." 

On April 9th Miss Freer and Miss Langton 
left B-- in order to pass Easter elsewhere, 
and Mr. T--left with them. 

During Miss Freer's absence the house was 
occupied for some days by the eminent classi
cal scholar Mr. F. W. H. Myers, late Fellow 
of Trinity College, Cambridge, one of her 
Majesty's Inspectors of Schools, and Hon. Sec. 
to the S. P. R. 
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It is well known that the S. P. · R. is very 
greatly indebted to Mr. Myers for his most 
valuable services for many years as Hon. Sec., 
and for his many important contributions to its 
literature. He has, however, of late years some
what alienated the sympathies of many of its 
members, by the extent to which he has in
troduced into its Proceedings the reports of 
spiritualist phenomena, and the lucubrations 
of mediums. 'fhe original rules of the society 
would appear to exclude the employment of 
hired mediums, and it is difficult to distinguish 
Mrs. Piper, and certain other subjects of experi
ment, from this class. The differences, however, 
between Mr. Myers and some of the members 
do not stop at this point, for his preference 
for the experiences of female mediums, whether 
hired or gratuitous, would appear to amount 
to an indifference to spontaneous phenomena, 
an indifference that is distinctly and rapidly 
progresstve. 

Mr. Myers, however, appeared to take con
siderable interest in the phenomena of B--, 
and on March 13, 1897, after reading the 
journal for the first five weeks, the only part 
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of the evidence which has been submitted to 
him, or indeed to any member of the Council 
of the S. P. R., he wrote to Miss Freer :-

"It is plain that the B-- case is of great 

interest. I hope we may have a discussion of 
it at S. P. R. general meeting, May 28th, 8.30, 
and perhaps July 2nd, 4 P.M., also. Till then, I 
would suggest, we will not put forth our experi
ences to the public, unless you have any other 
VleW •••• 

"I should particularly like to get Mr. [' Q.'] 
to go again in Easter week [i.e. during the 
Myers' tenancy]. I saw him last night, and heard 
his account, and next to yourself he seems the 
most sensitive of the group. I am very glad 
that you secured him. . . . I will send back 
the two note-books after showing them to the 
Sidgwicks. I am so very glad that you and 
others have been so well repaid for your 
trouble. .. . You seem to have worked natural 
causes well." 

On April 12th Mr. Myers arrived at B--, 
and remained until the 22nd. He was pre
ceded a day or two earlier by Dr. Oliver Lodge, 
Professor of Physics at Victoria College, Liver-
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pool, Mrs. Lodge, and a Mr. Campbell of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. The party also included a 
" medium," the only person to whom this term 
could be applied, in the ordinary sense, who 
visited B- during Col. Taylor's tenancy. 
This person was a Miss 0--, but in order to 

avoid confusion with other persons, she is here 
called Miss " K." Miss " K." is not a pro
fessional medium, in the same sense in which 
a gentleman rider is not a jockey. She is 
the proprietress of a small nursing establish
ment in London, and at the time of her visit 
to B- was described as in weak health and 
partially paralysed. She was accompanied by 
an attendant who was a Roman Catholic, a cir
cumstance which is interesting in view of the 
strongly sectarian character of the ensuing 
revelations. 

Mr. Myers recorded regularly, and transmitted 
to Lord Bute, the account of the phenomena 
which occurred during his visit, and which were 
testified to by four members of his party. He 
declines, however, to allow any use to be made 
of his notes of what occurred during this 
episode. 
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The regret with which his wish is deferred to 
is the less, because the chief value of the notes 
in question seems to be that of a warning 
against the methods employed ; a fact of which 
Mr. Myers seems later to have himself become 
aware, as in regard to his journal letters to 
Lord Bute he wrote on March 15, 1898, a 
year later, "I am afraid that I must ask 
that my B- letters he in no way used. 
I greatly doubt whether there was anything 
supernormal." 

However, while actually staying at B-, 
Mr. Myers wrote to Miss Freer on April 
15th, in much the same terms as on March 
11th:-

" What is your idea (I am asking Lord Bute 
also) re speaking about B-- at S. P. R 1 If 
this is not desirable on May 28th, should you 
have second-sight material ready then 1 If it is 
desirable, could we meet sometime, . . . and dis
cuss what is to be said 1 As many witnesses 
as possible. Noises have gone on. I am 
writing bulletins to Lord Bute, which I dare 
say he will send on to you. . . . I am 
moving into No. 5 to he nearer to the noise. 

N 
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I have heard nothing. Lodge hears mainly 
knocks." 

On April 21st he wrote again to Miss 
Freer:-

"If you come to S. P. R. meeting, we 
could talk in a quiet corner after it. I dine 
with S. P. R. council at seven o'clock, so 
there would scarcely be time [i.e. to call 
on you] between, but I would call at -
at 9.30 Saturday morning, if that were 
more convenient to you than going to the 
meeting." 

The interview took place, and July 2nd was 
finally arranged as the date upon which the 
evidence was to be presented at a general 
meeting of the S. P. R. 

In the meantime, however, the article of the 
anonymous Times correspondent. appeared in 
that journal on June 8th-an article which was 
practically an attack on certain methods of 
the S. P. R.., after which Mr. Myers published 
the following letter :-
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ON THE TRAIL OF A GHOST. 

To the Editor of" The Times." 

" SIR,-A letter entitled ' On the Trail of a 
Ghost,' which you publish to-day, appears to 
suggest throughout that some statement has 
been made on behalf of the Society for Psychi
cal Research with regard to the house which 
your correspondent visited. This, however, is 
not the case ; and as a misleading impression 
may be created, I must ask you to allow me 
space to state that I visited B-, repre
senting that society, before your correspond
ent's visit, and decided that there was no 
such evidence as could justify us in giving the 
results of the inquiry a place in our Proceed
ings. I had already communicated this judg
ment to Lord Bute, to the council of the 
society, and to Professor Sidgwick, the editor of 
our Proceedings, and it had been agreed to act 
upon it.-I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

"FREDERICK W. H. MYERS, 

"Hoo. Sec. of t1w Societ!l for PtyehWl Ruearch. 

"LBCB:BAKP'I'ON Housw, CAMBBIDG-, Ju'M 8." 
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One may gather from a comparison of this 
letter with the foregoing records that the stan
dard of evidence is a somewhat variable quantity 
in the Society for Psychical Research. In 
attempting to explain the matter, Mr. Myers 
wrote to Lord Bute, June 11, 1897 :-

" As to haunted houses recorded at length 
in Proceedings, ~here have been several minor 
ones, and one especially, 'Records of a Haunted 
House,' where I was instrumental in getting the 
account written. The great point there was 
the amount of coincidence of visions seen inde
pendently .... In the B-- case there is 
some coincidence of vision, but so far as I know, 
not nearly so much as in the Records of a 
Haunted House, which did appear in Proceed
ings. We want to keep our level approximately 
the same throughout." 

Another point of view in relation to the same 
matter, is that taken by Miss Freer in an article 
in the Nineteenth Century, August 1897 :-

"That the S. P. R. recognised that haunted 
houses were among the alleged facts of general 
interest, was proved by their early appointment 
of a Committee of Inquiry, on the management 
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of which it is too late to reflect. At the end 
of a few months only, they practically dismissed 
a subject which, if considered at all, required 
years of patient research. They had come across 
the surprising number of twenty-eight cases 
which they considered worth inquiry ; but these 
were presented to the public on the evidence 
of only forty witnesses- that is to say, an 
average of less than one and a half to each ! 
The appearance of figures is recorded in twenty
four of these stories, whilst four record noises 
only. Ten years later the Proceedings take up 
the subject again, and gi_ve us at some length 
an elaborate story on the evidence of two or 
three ladies, two servants, a charwoman, and a 
little boy. ['Records of a Haunted House.'] 
No proper journal was kept, and the Society for 
Psychical Research came upon the scene when 
all was practi<>..ally over.'' 

In relation to the period of the visit of the 
Myers party to B-- House, Lord Bute re
ceived several journal letters from Professor 
Lodge, as well as from Mr. Myers, which, as 
he has made no request to the contrary, might 
be quoted here in extenso, were it not that they 
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relate in considerable part to the proceedings 
of the medium, 88 to which the present editors 
agree with Mr. Myers, that "they greatly doubt 
if there was anything supernormal." 

Professor Lodge was from the first much 
interested in the B- inquiry, and. wrote to 
Lord Bute on April 14th, two days after 
arrival : " I have not found anything here 88 

yet at all suitable for physical experiments. 
I have heard a noise or two, and intelligent 
raps. Nothing whatever can be normally seen 
so far." 

And on April 17th : " The noises and dis
turbances have been much quieter of late, in 

· fact have almost ceased pro tem. . . . We have 
not heard the loud bang 88 yet. Knocks on 
the wall, a sawing noise, and a droning and 
a wailing are all we have heard. The droning 
and the wailing, some whistling, and apparent 
attempts at a whisper, all up in the attic, 
may have been due either to the wind or 
birds. They were not distinct enough to be 
evidential, though they were just audible to 
all of us. The sawing noise was more distinct. 
I think I will go to the attic about 3 A.M. 
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to-night to see if anything more can be heard. 
Most of the noises occur then, or else at 6 A.M. 

Mr. Campbell has heard a dragging along the 
floor in his bedroom, No. 3. I have heard, like 
many others, the knocking on the wall, but 
for the last two nights things have been 
quiet. 

"April 20th.-There has been nothing here 
for me to do as a physicist, and I return home to
morrow, but nevertheless the phenomena, taken 
as a whole, have been most interesting. . . . 
I know that you are hearing from Mr. Myers 
the details of our sittings .... There is certainly 
an interregnum of noises, the last three nights 
having been undisturbed. [After describing 
recent seances with Miss 'K--.'] I write 
just as if what we have been told were true.* 
The cessation of the noises may of course be 

* These remarkable diecloeures included, among other details, 
the murder of a Roman Catholic family chaplain, at a period 
when the 8--e were and had long been Presbyterian, the 
suicide of one of the family who ia atill living, and the throw
ing, by persons in medimval coetume, of the corpee of an infant, 
over a bridge, which is quite new, into a atream which until 
lately ran underground. 

·Professor Lodge had not hAd the same opportunity of acquir
ing a critical standpoint aa to such atatementa, aa thoee whoee 
knowledge of the place waa more intimate. 
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merely a temporary lull as before, and they 
may break out again .•.. " 

On April 22nd, he wrote to Miss Freer 
"The sounds are not very strong, and latterly 
there has been one of your interregna in the 
noises, but still we heard some of them ; only 
knocks, however, except once a low droning, 
a sawing noise, and a whistling whisper. 
Some of the raps seemed intelligent, but there 
was nothing to investigate on the physical 
side. . .. " 

And in another note, undated :-
" There has been nothing capable of being 

photographed. The sounds are objective though 
not impressive. . . . I have seen nothing to sug
gest electricity or magnetism, or any of the 
ordinary physical agents in connection with the 
disturbances ; but the noises are so momentary 
and infrequent, .that they give no real scope for 
continued examination." 

ProfeBBOr Lodge left on April 21st, and Mr. 
Myers on April 22nd; but Miss " K--," with 
Mr. Campbell, remained alone till the morning of 
Monday 26th, and on the afternoon of the same 
day Lord and Lady Bute arrived, and stayed 

Digitized by Coogle 
~ --~ ~ 



A VISIT TO B-- HOUSE 201 

till Wednesday 28th. Mr. MacP--, who came 
with them, was obliged by previous engagements 
to leave next morning. 

They slept in the wing, and nothing occurred 
during their visit so far as they were concerned. 

Lord Bute records, however, that he twice 
read aloud the whole of the Office for the dead 
in its five sections (vespers, nocturns, and lauds) 
in different places, but neither he nor any one 
with him saw or heard anything, unless it were 
a sound of women talking and laughing while 
he was reading the Office about 10.80 P.M. in 
No. 8, and this he supposed was simply the 
maids going to bed, though in fact the room 
overhead was unoccupied. He had, however, a 
most disagreeable impression, not in the places 
where he expected it, which were the glen, 
No. 8, and No. 8, but in No. 1. The sensation 
was that of persons being present, and on the 
second occasion that of violent hatred and 
hostility. He recorded " Went to No. 1 a third 
time, and again experienced the sensation of 
persons being present, but on this last occasion 
as though they were only morosely unfriendly." 

It is remarkable that this sensation of unseen 

Digitized by Coogle 



202 JOURNAL KEPT DURING 

presences is one which many other persons ex
perienced in this room, an~ in this room only; 
but it is also remarkable that this was the first 
indication of the hostile or irreligious tone 
which was thenceforth apparent. Until the 
sojourn of the party of members of the S. P. R. 
the tone had been plaintive and religious. 

Mr. MacP--, who is a Presbyterian, made 
a remark which struck Lord Bute as interest
ing, to the effect that the whole of the Office 
for the dead, with the frequent occurrence of 
the words Requiam eternam, &c., might be as 
irritating to Intelligences which desired to 
communicate, as would be the effect of saying 
merely " keep still," or " be quiet," to persons 
who wished to set forth their wrongs. But this 
curious hypothesis would be insufficient to ac
count for a sensation of absolute enmity. 

A private letter, written by Lord Bute on 
April 29th to a distinguished ecclesiastic, re
peats these statements, and adds one or two 
additional touches which it is desirable to 
quote:-

" We returned yesterday after spending forty
eight hours at B--, where we heard and saw 
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nothing, but as my proceedings were mainly 
ecclesiastical, your Grace may like to know 
what happened. 

" On the way I was shown the inclosure in 
the churchyard wherein lie, in unmarked graves, 
the late Major S--, his 'housekeeper,' and 
his old Indian servant. I would have gone and 
prayed there, but the place seemed to me too 

public. . . . B-- is a remarkably beautiful 
place, and the day was splendid; were it not 
for the grandeur of the scenery, I should have 
called the landscape laughing, or at least smil
ing. The house is remarkably bright and cheer
ful, and indeed luxurious. There is a really 
nice set of family pictures from about the 
time of Charles II. . . . The place is a perfect 
aviary, and the sight of the innumerable birds, 
evidently encouraged by long kindness, build
ing their nests was very pleasant, and has some 
psychological interest, since animals sometimes 
see these things when we do not, and there 
was evidently nothing to scare the birds, 
rabbits, or squirrels. . . . As her ladyship 
and I did not wish to be troubled at night, 
we took rooms in the wing, which the late 
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Mr. 8-- is said to have built in order to 
save his children from the haunting, and which 
has been bnt little troubled ; and we slept there 
quite comfortably. Soon after 6 P.M. I went to 
the place near the burn where apparitions have 
so often appeared, and which was, I think, first 
indicated by Ouija. I read aloud the vespers 
for the dead, but no phenomenon appeared, nor 
had I any sensation. About 7.30 I went to a 
room which I will call A [No. 1] ... and read 
aloud the first N octurn of the dirge ; there was 
nothing to be seen or heard, but I felt some 
physical inconvenience in beginning, like an 
impediment in speech, and I had a very strong 
sensation that there were persons listening.* . . . 
Soon after 10 P.M. I went and read aloud the 
two next Nocturne in room B [8]. As I finished 
the second, Mr. MacP-- and I heard two 

* The words, in uttering which Lord Bute waa thua affected, 
were, "Regem cui omnia vivunt venite adoremtu," an invitation 
in which he meant to include all intelligent beings. 

Miss Freer, Miss Langton, and a third guest, chatting one 
night about 10.30 in this room, were startled by one of the 
familiar crashes outside. Mi88 Freer treated the matter lightly, 
fearing lest the lady in question,tby no means a nervous penon, 
however, should be alarmed ; and receiving no reply turned to 
look at her, and observed that her lower jaw was convulsed, and 
that abe waa painfully struggling to recover speech. 
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women speaking merrily outside the door, and 
I doubt not they were the maids going to bed. 
During the night, although we slept well, my 
servant [who slept in No. 4, next to Mr. 
MacP-- in No. 5], like other people in 
haunted rooms, could not sleep after five, and 
he tells me one of the maids saw the bust of 
a woman with short hair, as though sitting at 
the foot of her bed. 

" In the morning I said Lauds in room C 
(Library]. No phenomena or sensation. Soon 
after 5 P.M. said Placebo again in room B [8} 
Nothing. Then visited the haunted burn again 
for some time. Nothing. About 7.30 read the 
first two N octurns again in room D [No. 3]. 
Nothing. Soon after ten read the third Nocturn 
in A [1} Made slips of pronunciation, and felt 
the presence of others very strongly, and that 
it was hostile or evil, as though they were 
kept at arm's-length; a disagreeable sensation 
continued until I threw some holy water on my 
bed before getting into it, when it suddenly 
disappeared. Next morning I said Lauds in A 
[1 ]. I had no difficulty in utterance ; the sense 
of other presences was not strong, and I had no 
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feeling of hostility [on their part], but rather of 
their having to put up with a slight nuisance 
which would soon be over. These subjective 
feelings are in no way evidential, nor would I 
mention them were they not confined to one 
place out of five, and ooeurred whenever I went 
there, at three most varying hours. ... My 
servant, the second night, could not sleep 
between 4.30 and 6." 

Miss Freer returned alone to B- on April 
28th. The Journal is now resumed. 

April 28t.l-I returned to B-, arriving at 7 P.M. 

Slept in No. 8. Quiet night. 
This morning I inquired of the servants as to what 

occurred in my absence. They have very definite views as 
to the nature and causes of the phenomena during the 
visit of Mr. Myers's party ••. including much table
tilting at meals, and so on. When questioned as to any 
experiences of their own, all answered to the same eWect, 
that they shouldn't have taken notice of anything that 
happened at that time, but that something had occurred 
after the last two members of the party had left on the 
day of his Lordship's arrival, 11 and that," said the cook, 
11 was quite another matter." 

The experience was Carter's, the upper housemaid, and 
she told it in a manm·r that it would be difficult to dis
trust. She was not anxious to talk about it, and seemed 
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annoyed that it had been mentioned at all. I wrote down 
her story verbatim. 

" It was about four o'clock, or may be a little later, but 
it was just getting light ; there is no blind to the skylight 
in my room, and I woke up suddenly and I thought some 
one had come into the room, and I called out, 'Is that 
you, Mrs. Robinson?' and when she didn't answer I 
called out ' Hannah,' but no one spoke, and then I 
looked up, and at the foot of my bed there was a woman. 
She was rather old, and dressed in something dark, and 
she had a little shawl on, and her hair short. It was 
hanging, but it didn't reach nearly to her shoulders. I 
was awful frightened, and put my head down again. I 
couldn't look any more." 

I ask~ about the height of the woman, wondering if it 
were like the figure seen in the drawing-room, and Carter 
said, " I didn't notice, only the top part of her." I said, 
"Do you mean she had no legs?" and she said, "I didn't 
take notice of any." She was genuinely concen1ed and 
alanned. 

This is probably the incident thus described 
by The Times correspondent. " One of the 
maidservants described a sort of dull knocking 
which, according to her, goes on between two 
and six in the morning, in the lath and plaster 
partition by the side of her bed, which shuts off 
the angular space just inside the eaves of the 
house. She likened it to the noise of gardeners 
nailing up ivy outside. She seemed honest, but 
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as she had seen the ghost of half a woman 
sitting on her fellow-servant's bed, one takes her 
evidence with a grain or two of salt. AJJ.y 
noises she has really heard may he due to the 
cooling of the hot-water pipes which pass along 
behind the partition just mentioned to the 
cistern." The hot-water pipe theory has been 
already discussed. 

Before proceeding, it had better he again 
mentioned that, owing to the fact that several 
of the persons interested in B-- were 
Roman Catholics, and the Rev. P-- H
having been one of the principal witnesses, 
as well as having himself appeared phantas- · 
mally in the house, it was considered de
sirable to obtain the assistance of some clergy 
of that communion. Miss Freer accordingly 
secured the services of three members of 8 

famous society ; one of those was the Rev. 
P-- H-- himself, one a well-known Oxford 
man who takes much interest in such questions, 
and the third a man of great experience at 8 

place where miracles are said to be frequent. 
However, their Superior refused to allow them 
to come, and she then applied to a well-known 
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monastery, but was again refused help. Lastly, 
she turned to the secular clergy, and obtained 
the assistance of two priests and a bishop. 
The priests are here designated MacD-- and 
MacL--. All three were previously well 
known to her, and she had especial reason to 
consider them not only worthy of her esteem 
and confidence, but, moreover, as taking an 
instructed and intelligent interest in the 
subject. 

April 29th, Frida9.-Rooms for to-night:
No. S. Rev. A. MacD--. 
,, 4. Rev. A. MacL--. 
, 8. Myself. 

The priests arrived late in the evening. I put them 
in No. S and 4, though I like to give No. 1 to new-comers. 
However, I had promised that to Madame Boisseaux, 
whom we are expecting from Paris, with the dressing
room for her maid. 

April SOth.-The priests both look very weary. They 
were not frightened, but the sounds have kept them awake 
all night. 

Young S-- caned to-day; he is going to help me 
to get up a dance for the servants. His mother is away 
atS--. 

Ma,y I.rt.-I shall have to move the priests. They per
sist that they are not frightened, but they are both look
ing shockingly ill and worn, and the Rev. MacD-- is 

0 

Digitize• byGoogle 



210 JOURNAL KEPT DURING 

not in a state of health to take liberties with. The Rev. 
MacL-- seems in the same mental state as was Mr. 
P--. He sees nothing, but is supemonnally sensitive, 
and without any hint from me, declared that he felt the 
drawing-room, wing, and No. 7 to be "innocent." 

Poor little "Spooks" is the chief sufferer. She sleeps 
on my bed now, but even so, wakes in the night growling 
and shivering, and she refuses her food, and is in a dread
fully nervous state. Perhaps I ought not to keep her in 
No. 8, where we have so often heard the patterings of 
dogs' feet, and where Misa Moore was once pushed as by 
a dog, in broad daylight. 

Ma!J 2nd.-Nothing occurred. We perhaps all slept the 
sounder last night, having been kept up till two o'clock 
waiting for Madame Boisseaux, who never turned up. 
She and theM--sand Mrs. "F." arrived to-day. 

Madame Boisaeaux arrived, and was put into No. 1. 

Her maid , , 2. 
Father MacD-- , , S. 

Father MacL-- , , 4. 

Mrs." F." , , 5. 
Mr. and Mrs. M-- , , 6 and 7. 
Myself , , 8. 

Ma!J Srd.-The general tone of things is disquieting, 
and new in our experience. Hitherto, in our first occupa
tion, the phenomena afFected one as melancholy, depress
ing, and perplexing, but now all, quite independently, say 
the same thing, that the influence is evil and horrible
even poor little Spooks, who was never terrified before, as 
she has been since our return here. The wom faces at 
breakfast were really a dismal sight. 
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In spite of her long journey, Madame Boiueaux could 
not sleep. She was so tired, she dropped to sleep at 
once on going to bed, but was awoke by the sound of 
a droning voice as if from No. 8, and, at intervals, more 
distant voices in high argumenL She said she dared 
not go to sleep; she felt as if some evil-disposed persons 
were in the room, and it would not be safe to lose con
sciousness. But she saw nothing. She looks so ill that 
her maid, a very faithful old servant, has been to beg 
me, "pour r amour de Dieu," to give Madame another 
room. So to-night I will put her in No. 5. 

Mrs. "F." who was in No. 5, was disturbed by 
knocks at her door (cf. Mrs. W--'s experience in the 
same room), and to-night is to sleep in my room, No. 8, 
which last night was also somewhat noisy, but she will 
not be alone. The Rev. MacD--looks so ill from two 
nights' sleeplessness that the priests are to go into the 
wing to-nighL They were unwilling to move, and made 
no complaints, and now do not say they have seen any
thing, merely that the evil influence about them was 
painful and disturbing. 

Mrs. M--, who, it will be remembered, was much dis
turbed during her last visit, begged that she might be 
quiet, and we gave her No. 7. She is the only person 
who has bad a really good night, except Mr. M--, who 
had a fancy to sleep in the smoking-room, in the hope 
of a visit from the Major, but nothing happened. As he 
had been mountaineering all day, he probably would have 
slept well under any conditions. 

May 4tla.-l am thankful to say the priests slept well 
in the wing. Madame Boisseaux, in No. 5, was disturbed 
by knocks at her door, but as she wisely remarked, 
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they had the advantage of being outside. Mr. M-
had moved into No. J, and slept fairly well, but said he 
felt as before, "not alone," but as he had felt that before, 
expectation may count for something. 

Mrs. "F" slept with me; I was awoke early by my 
dog crying, and I saw two black paws resting on the table 
beside the bed. It gave me a sickening sensation, and I 
longed to wake Mrs. "F" to see if she would see them, 
but I remembered her bad night of yesterday, and left 
her in peace. 

The priests spend much time in devotions, and are very 
decided in their views as to the malignity of the influence. 
The bishop comes to-day, and we hope he will have Mass 
said in the house. We shall then have ten Roman 
Catholics in the household-two visitors, three clergy, two 
visitors' maids, and three of our own servants. That should 
have an effect upon the Major! Miss Moore and Scamp 
arrived. 

M"!j5th.-Tbe bishop is in No. 1. He arrived to lunch 
to-day. Last night all was quiet after bedtime, but 
sitting in the drawing-room about five o'clock, having just 
come in from a drive, five of us heard the detonating 
noise, as it were in the empty room overhead. Madame 
B--, Mrs. "F," Mrs. M--, the Rev. MacL--, and 
myself. Mrs. "F" left this morning. 

The priests went with me to the copse. They saw 
nothing, but were in too anxious a state to be receptive. 
I saw lshbel for one moment. She looked agonised, as 
never before. 

Mr. B. S-- dined with us, and the servants, indoor 
and out, danced in the hall in the evening. We had 
pipers, and some supper for them in the billiard-room. 
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The gardener and the butler and cook say there was a 
great crash in the room just when the parish minister 
was saying grace, and that many of the people from out
side noticed it, and "they just looked at each other." I 
was myself' in the room, but as we had justl had a very 
physical and commonplace disturbance-the arrival of' an 
uninvited and intoxicated guest, of' which the other people 
did not know as I did-I was preoccupied at the moment. 

Mass this morning in the drawing-room. 
Ma.v 6t/a.-Madame Boisseaux has had to go suddenly ; 

there has been terrible news f'or her of' this Paris fire. 
She came into my room very early with her telegram 
(arrived too late f'or delivery last night). I did not like 
to worry her with questions, overwhelmed as she was, 
but she said her room ''resounded with knocks." 

There was Mass said in the ground-Boor sitting-room 
this morning, and as I knelt facing the window I saw 
Ishbel with the grey woman, nearer the house than ever 
before. She looked pensive, but, as compared with last 
time, much relieved. 

This is the last time the figures were seen. 
The following details are quoted from a letter 
written by Miss Freer to Lord Bute on this day : 
"Mass was said this morning in the downstairs 
room, the altar arranged in front of the window, 
so that, as we knelt, we faced the garden. 
Poor Madame Boisseaux was dressed for travel- . 
ling, and in much agitation. As the carriage 
which was to take her to the station was ex-
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pected at any moment, I suggested that she 
and I should remain upstairs, but she said she 
should like to be there, if only for a few minutes, 
the more that the ' intention ' was to be partly for 
those who had suffered in the fire, and for their 
sorrowing friends. She and I, therefore, knelt 
close to the door, keeping it slightly ajar, so as 
to be able to obey a summons at any moment. 

"Suddenly she touched my arm, and directed 
my attention to the window. There I saw a 
figure standing outside, which-so slow-sighted 
am 1-1 took for the moment for Madame's maid, 
and thought she had come to call our attention 
through the window-a long ' French' one, 
opening out on to the lawn-as leBB likely to 
disturb the service. I was starting up when 
I perceived that the figure was ' Ishbel '-the 
black gown, like that worn by the maid, had 
misled me for the moment. ' Marget' seemed 
to hover in the background, but she was much 
leBB distinct than the other. A minute later 
we were called away. 

" The room had been selected by the priests 
themselves, but it is the one I should myself, for 
obvious reasons, have chosen for the purpose." 
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When the bustle of Madame's hasty d•parture was 
over, and we had breakfasted, the bishop blessed the 
house from top to bottom, and especially visited rooms 
Nos. 1, 8, and 8, and also the library. He sprinkled the 
rooms with holy water, and especially the doorway leading 
to the drawing-room, where noises have so often been 
heard. He and the priests had hardly gone when there 
was a loud bang upon a little table that stands there. 
It is an old work-table, a box on taU, slender legs, and the 
sound could easily be imitated by lifting the lid and 
letting it fall smartly, but I saw no movement-not that 
I was watching it at the moment. The bishop and 
priests returned, and the ceremony was repeated, after 
which the bang again occurred, but much more faintly. 

The three clergy left this afternoon. Miss Moore and 
I are now alone. 

This bang was the last phenomenon of an 
abnormal kind during this tenancy. Miss Moore 
and Miss Freer stayed in the house another 
week without anything further occurring either 
to themselves, their guests, or the servants. 

During that time, they received six more 
guests : Miss C--, Miss " Etienne," with her 
brother, a lawyer, and three other visitors, with 
whom Miss Freer had no previous acquaintance, 
but who received an invitation under the follow
ing special conditions, not being, as were other 
guests, personal friends, or, in one or two in-
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stances, accompanying personal friends by whom 
they were introduced, and at whose request they 
were invited. 

Sir William Huggins had some time before 
written to Lord Bote to beg him to obtain 
admission to the house for Sir James Crichton 
Browne, who is, of course, well known as a 
physician of great eminence, and in especial as 
an expert in psychology, and whom Sir William 
stated to be deeply interested in phenomena 
such as those observed at B--. 

Lord Bote accordingly wrote to Miss Freer, 
who wrote to Sir James. He did not immedi
ately reply, which surprised her, after so earnest 
a request, and because admission to the house 
for the purpose of such observations was a mark 
of confidence, which as a hostess she was very 
chary of giving, and which would never have 
been extended to him, notwithstanding his 
scientific eminence, had it not been for the 
intercession of Sir William Huggins and Lord 
Bote, through whom he had sought it. 

He wrote to her after some time, apologis
ing for the delay on the score of illness, 
begging to know if it were still possible for 
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him to be admitted, and whether he might 
bring with him a scientific friend. Miss Freer 
consented, and he then wrote announcing his 
arrival and that of a nephew, a student at 
Oxford, interested in science. He then asked, 
by telegram, whether a third guest could be 
admitted, to which she also consented, and his 
two friends, one of whom is believed to have 
been the anonymous Times corre.spondent, ac
cordingly came, four days after the phenomena · 
had, as has been stated, apparently ceased. 
The way in which this hospitality was repaid 
is a matter of common knowledge. Their hos
tess knew of no intention to make copy of their 
visit, with full names, geographical indications, 
and repetition of private conversations, until 
the publication of the Times' article of June 
8th. They remained from Saturday evening 
till Monday morning, and, like others, saw and 
heard nothing ; and much time was spent iu 
repeating the already often repeated experi
ments as to possible sources of the sights and 
sounds observed at B---. Their observations 
appeared to be able to penetrate no further 
than the mRrk of the shoe which Miss Freer 

Digitized by Coogle 



218 JOURNAL KEPT DURING 

pointed out on the door in the wing, made 
subsequently to the flight of the H-- family, 
a passage under the root: with which the 
household had long been as familiar as with the 
ball-door, and the suggestion that a certain 
stream might run under the house, the which 

\ 

stream runs nowhere near the house at all, as 
Miss Freer was already well aware, a fact which 
she demonstrated for their benefit on a map of 
the estate. 

This is perhaps a suitable point at which to 
add a letter from the head-gardener who has 
been referred to more than once, more especially 
as an important witness to the phenomena of 
the H--s' tenancy. 

He writes to Miss Freer in reference to a 
statement by The Times correspondent :-

"July 8th, '97.-... I might also mention 
to you, while writing, that ' the intelligent 
gardener' that was made mention of in The 
Times was a journeyman, and not myself, as 
many have supposed. I thought it proper to tell 
you, madam, because I told you and several 
others that I was in the house and had heard 
something." 
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The Times correspondent's statement is as 
follows:-

"An intelligent gardener whom I questioned 
told me that he had kept watch in the house 
on two separate occasions, abstaining from sleep 
until daylight appeared at seven o'clock, but 
without hearing a sound." 

The under gardener's experience of two nights 
is as exhaustive of the subject as that of The 
Times correspondent and his friends, who also 
remained two nights, but do not allege that 
they "abstained from sleep." 

Mr. "Etienne" was the last guest at B-, 
and arrived the evening before the house was 
vacated. He afterwards told Lord Bute that he 
had brought, without the knowledge of any one 
in the house, two seismic instruments, but that 
they recorded nothing, and that during the 
night he heard a sound as of a gun being fired 
outside the house. This he attributed to some 
poacher unknown, an explanation which seems 
hardly probable, as at this time of year there is 
nothing to shoot except rabbits. One never 
hears of a poacher shooting rabbits, and in any 
case, he would hardly do so in the immediate 
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neighbourhood of an inhabited house, and dis
charging his gun once only. 

Mr." Etienne's" experiments are the more in
teresting because that among many suggestions 
made by Sir J. Crichton Browne, the only one 
which had not been already considered, was the 
use of seismic instruments. This-the house 
being within the seismic area-seemed so reason
able, that Miss Freer at once entered into corre
spondence with the well-known Professor Milne, 
with a view to experiment in this direction. 
The following is from his reply :-

"May 15th, 1897.-I was much interested in 
your note of the 13th, and fancy that the 
sounds with which you have to deal may be 
of seismic origin. Such sounds I have often 
heard, and the air waves, if not the earth waves, 
can be mechanically recorded. What you re
quire to make the records is a seismograph with 
large but exceeding light indices, or a Perry 
tromometer. . . . The reason I think that the 
sounds are seismic is, first, on account of their 
character, and secondly, because you are in one 
of the most unstable parts of Great Britain, 
where between 1852 and 1890, 465 shocks 
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(many with sounds) were recorded. Lady 
Moncrieff, when living a.t Comrie House in 
1844, often heard rumblings and moa.nings, 
and such sounds, possibly akin to the ' ba.risa.l 
guns ' * of Eastern England, often occur without 
a shake. The mechanism of this production 
may be due to slight movements on a fault 
face, and they may be heard, especially in rocky 
districts, in very many countries .... " 

Miss Freer's reply was an urgent request that 
machinery and an operator might be a.t once 
sent up to B--. Professor Milne replied that 
delicate instruments, such as he himself em
ployed, could only be used by one other person, 
but suggested that she should hire from a. 
well-known London firm what are known a.s 
" Ewing's-type" seismometers, adding, " I doubt 
whether these will record anything but move
ments to which you are sensible." 

Miss Freer's designs, however, were frustrated, 
for on applying for an extension of tenancy for 
this purpose, Captain 8--, the proprietor, per
emptorily forbade the continuance of scientific 
observation-a remarkable parallel to his father's 

* See Appendix II. 
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refusal to permit the use of the phonograph 
when suggested by Sir William Huggins. 

In relation to his experiments at B-- M1·. 
" Etienne " writes :-

" Lord Bute has asked me to describe a seis
mographic instrument which I used during my 
short visit to B--. The instrument consisted 
of a light wooden frame or platform which rested 
on three billiard-balls. The balls in their turn 
rested on a horizontal plate of plate-glass. 
Through two wire rings in the centre of the 
platform already mentioned a needle stood 
perpendicularly, resting on its point on the 
plate of glass. The centre of the plate of glass 
(and the area round it and within in the triangle 
describable with the balls at its angles) was 
smoked. You will see that the parts of such 
an instrument are held together by gravitation, 
and a very little friction, and that a tremor com
municated to the plate will not simultaneously 
affect the platform. The needle-point describes 
on the smoked surface which it moves across 
the converse of any movement of the plate 
which is not simultaneously a movement of the 
platform, and the error between this and the 
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description of the tremor drawn by an absolutely 
fixed point-say the earth itself-has been calcu
lated on a replica of this instrument as equal to 
the error of a pendulum thirty feet long." 

It will be noticed that the phenomena began, 
so far as Miss Freer was concerned, upon the 
night of her arrival in the house, February 3rd, 
and ceased (if we except the sound heard by 
Mr. Etienne), after the service performed by 
the Bishop on the morning of May 6th. 'l'his 
period comprises ninety-two days, but from 
these must be subtracted the seventeen days 
between Miss Freer's leaving B--- on the 
morning of April 9th, and that of the depar
ture of Mr. Myers's medium, Miss" K.," on the 
morning of April 26th. 

Of the remaining seventy-five days, Miss 
Freer was absent from the house for four days, 
from March 16th to March 20th, and for two 
nights after Miss " K.'s" leaving; during this 
latter interval, however, Lord Bute was himself 
on the spot. On the other hand, she remained 
in the house for eight days after the service 
performed by the Bishop, during which time 
no phenomena occurred. 
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Of the sixty-nine days of which a record is 
kept in the journal, viz., from February 3rd to 
May 14th, exclusive of twenty-three days for the 
reasons already indicated, daytime phenomena 
occurred upon eighteen days, and night pheno
mena upon thirty-five nights. 

To these must be added the night of April 
27th, the occasion of the vision seen by 
Carter the housemaid during Lord Bute's visit. 
Thirty-four nights, or almost exactly half the 
period, were entirely without record of any 
phenomena whatever. This is without count
ing the seven nights of the last week, during 
which there were observers for longer or shorter 
periods in the house, none of whom recorded 
any sight or sound of a supernormal kind, 
unless it were the percussive or detonating 
noise heard by Mr. " Etienne." 

The term " night" is here understood to 
cover the period between the hour of going to 
rest at night, to that of leaving one's room next 
morning, even if the phenomena occurred in 
the daylight hours of the early morning. The 
term " day" is used to cover the hours of active, 
waking life, from breakfast to bedtime. 
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To sum up the character of the phenomena, 
it may be well to begin with those that are 
visual. 

1. The phantasm of the Rev. P. H--. 
This was seen once only, and by Miss Langton, 
on the night· of February 17th. Of the identity 
no doubt can be felt, since Miss Meore and 
Miss Freer afterwards recognised the accuracy 
of the description on meeting the Rev. P. 
H- for the first time, in a crowded railway 
station on May 25th. This is the only one of 
the apparitions which is undoubtedly that of 
a living person, and like many such appari
tions, it occurred at an hour when it is 
probable that he was asleep. B-- is a 
place to which Father H--'s thoughts were 
naturally and disagreeably drawn, and to which 
his attention had been called anew. On 
awaking, he would probably have no recollec
tion of the circumstances, or at the utmost 
would have an impression of having dreamt 
that he was there. 

2. The woman once seen by Miss Freer in 
the drawing-room. She was older than Sarah 
N--, who died at the age of twenty-seven, 

p 
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but of whose haunting of B-- there is some 
tradition, but 888isted by the parish register 
of marriages and births it is not difficult to 

form a guess at the identity of the phantasm. 
As there is some uncertainty as to whether 
the person in question is still living, though 
it is probable that she is dead, the vision is 
mentioned here before those as to which there 
is no reason to doubt that they represent the 
dead. There is reason to believe that the same 
apparition has been seen by former occupants 
of the house, and it is alleged to be that of a 
member of the S- family. 

3. The phantasm seen by Carter the house
maid, on the night of April 27th, who was de
scribed as" rather old," may possibly have been 
identical with the above. 

4. The nun to whom was given the name 
of " Ishbel." This subject has been already 
discussed, and the suggestion thrown out that 
the phantasm was an erroneous mental picture 
of the late Rev. Mother Frances Helen, evolved 
from the imagination of a half-educated person 
who had never seen the lady in question, and 
knew little about her. This figure was seen 

Digitized by Coogle 



A VISIT TO B-- HOUSE 227 

many times by Miss Freer and Miss Langton, 
twice by the Rev. Mr. "Q.," and probably by 
Madame Boisseaux, who unhappily died sud
denly before the editors had an opportunity of 
asking her for exact information. There were 
also earlier witnesses. She was never seen else
where than in the glen, except once by Miss 
Langton, and on the one occasion when a 
Bishop was saying Mass in the house, and Miss 
Freer saw her outside the window just after 
the elevation of the chalice. It was stated, 
however, by two separate witnesses, that a 
figure, probably the same, had been seen inside 
the house on at least one occasion, when, some 
years before Colonel Taylor's tenancy, Mrs. 
8-- was keeping her room, and a maid who 
was bringing up a tray met the figure on the 
stairs, and experienced such a start that she 
dropped the tray. 

5. The lay-woman dressed in grey to whom 
was given the name of " Marget," and who was 
sometimes seen in the company of "Ishbel," 
usually as though upbraiding or reproving her. 
She was seen by Miss Freer and Miss Langton, 
and her voice in conversation with "Ish bel" was 
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heard not only by them, but by Mr. 0--- and 
Miss Moore, Mr. " Q., and Miss " Duff, ( cf. 
Mrs. G.'s evidence, p. 68). 

6. The appearance of the wooden crucifix 
seen in No. 3. It was about eighteen inches 
long, and the figure was of the same wood 
as the cross. Its earliest appearance is to 
the Rev. P. H--. It afterwards appeared 
to the Rev. Mr. " Q.," and lastly to Miss 
Freer, none of the witnesses knowing any
thing in detail of the experience of the 
others. It was also seen in the crystal by 
Miss Langton-possibly by thought transfer
ence from others. 

When the Rev. P. H-- saw it he was 
always drowsy, but when it appeared to Mr 
" Q." its appearance was immediately preceded 
by a sensation of acute chill on his part, and its 
appearance to Miss Freer by a similar sensation 
on the part of" Endell.'' It is perhaps worth 
while to remark, that we are told that among 
spiritualists the sensation of cold is supposed to 
be an unfavourable indication a.<J to the character 
of the spirits who are present, and that in the 
cases of both Mr. "Q." and Mr. "Endell" the 
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appearance of the crucifix seemed to put an end 
to the chill. 

7. The dogs. These were much more often 
heard than seen, the sounds being those of 
their pattering footsteps, sometimes as of 
their bounding about in play, and sometimes 
of their throwing themselves against the lower 
part of doors. It seemed, however, that they 
were visible to Miss Freer's living dog at times 
when they were not visible to her, and indeed 
the abject terror which the Pomeranian dis
played in No. 8 was so distressing, that she 
changed her room from No. 8 to No. 5 in 
consequence. 

A dog was, moreover, seen by Miss Freer and 
Miss Langton in the smoking-room on April 8th; 
Miss Freer and Miss Moore have described more 
than one occasion when they felt themselves 
pushed as by a dog ; and on the night of 
May 4th, Miss Freer saw the two forepaws only, 
of another and larger black dog resting on the 
edge of a table in No. 8. 

Other apparitions seen in the house hy former 
occupants were described to mem hers of Colonel 
Taylor's party as well as to earlier tenants, but 
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here, as elsewhere, we have refrained from all 
quotation from the relatives of the present 
proprietor. 

It is interesting to remark that one apparition 
which was constantly expected during Colonel 
Taylor's tenancy was expected in -vain. This 
was that of the little old gentleman with stoop
ing form and limping gait mentioned by earlier 
witnesses. His peculiar step was heard very 
frequently, and by a great number and variety 
of witnesses, alone and collectively ; and his 
appearance, naturally enough, was constantly 
looked for, but it never occurred. 

In the same way there was one expected 
sound which never occurred, though frequent 
in the experience of earlier witnesses-that of 
the rustling of a silk dress, suggesting to the 
mind of the hearer the idea of some one who, 
either in fact or in thought, had worn such a 
garment. 

Tactile. The most important of these were 
the experiences of Miss "N." on the night of 
March 3rd, and of Miss " Duff" on the night of 
March 22nd, both in No. 3 ; and of a maid, Lizzie, 
on the night of March 23rd, in the room above 
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No. 3, on the attic storey, who all testified to 
the sensation of the moving of the bed, or the 
handling of the bed-clothes. These were the 
only occasions during Colonel Taylor's tenancy, 
but the phenomenon is one often testified to 
by earlier witnesses, both during the H--s' 
tenancy and that of the family of the late 
Mr. S--. 

It presents a peculiar difficulty in the way of 
the theory that all the phenomena at B-
were subjective hallucinations, and this is especi
ally the case with regard to the evidence of a 
witness who has not been brought forward in 
the preceding pages, but whose account of a 
similar experience is reported by two first
hand witnesses. On one occasion he had 
the whole of the upper bed-clothes lifted 
from off him and thrown upon the floor, 
while a pile of wearing apparel, which was 
laid on a chair beside the bed, was thrown 
in his face. 

It is of course conceivable that the whole of 
these experiences, including the last, were the 
result of an hallucination; but on the other 
hand, it would be very unwise, in the present 
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state of our ignorance on the subject, to dogma
tise as to the possible action of unseen forces 
upon what is commonly called matter. It is 
interesting to note that this senseless and 
childish trick coincides with what was said by 
Miss A-- as to the presence of mischievous 
elementals, and also what she says as to 
apports.* 

1. The sensation of the movement of the bed 
itself, whether as being rocked, as in the experi
ence of Miss" Duff" on March 22nd, and of Miss 
Langton on several occasions, and by guests of 
the H-- family, or of being lifted up, as in 
that of the maid Lizzie, is a phenomenon by no 
means uncommon, and if objective is of the 
nature of levitation ; but we have unfortunately 
no evidence from a second person observing the 
phenomenon from outside. Whether it were 
actually moved it is impossible to say, but the 
sensation seems to have been more than sub
jective. 

2. The sensation of struggling with something 
unseen, described by Miss "Duff," March 22nd, 
and of the sensation of an incumbent weight, 

* See Appendix I. 
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88 described by Miss "Duff" (same date) and 
Miss '' N." on March 2nd. This coincides 
with the arrest of his hand experienced by 
Harold Sanders. These phenomena adapt 
themselves to the theory of subjectivity more 
easily than the foregoing, because they more 
closely resemble those of nightmare (familiar 
to most persons), although ·they occurred while 
the witnesses were awake. 

3. The sensation of being pushed by a dog was 
experienced in two different rooms by Miss Freer 
and Miss Moore respectively. If Mr. "Endell" 
were touched by Ishbel on the evening of 
March 1st, as appeared to Miss Freer to be 
the case, he had no independent consciousness 
of the fact that might not have been referred 
to expectation, so that this cannot be regarded 
88 evidential. 

For lack of other classification, we mention 
under this heading of " tactile " the sensa
tion of chill experienced by Mr. " Endell" and 
Mr. Q-- in No. 3, and which appears to 
be the same 88 that described by Harold 
Sanders as the sensation of " entering an 
ice-house." 
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The audile phenomena were so frequent and 
so various, that a conspectus of them is given 
in an appendix. Some of them appeared to 

be human in origin, such as voices, reading or 
speaking, footsteps, and, according to earlier 
witnesses, screams and moans. Others might 
have been caused by dogs, such as pattering 
footsteps, jumping and pouncing as in play, 
the wagging of a dog's tail against the door, 
and the sound as of a dog throwing itself 
against the lower panels. Other sounds have 
been differentiated, as the detonating or ex
plosive noise ; the clang sound,. as of the 
striking of metal upon wood ; the thud or 
heavy fall without resonance ; and the crash, 

which was never better described than as if 
one of the beasts' heads on the staircase wall 
had fallen into the hall below. It very often, 
or almost always, seemed to occur under the 
glass dome which lighted the body of the house, 
and the falling object seemed to strike others 
in its descent, so that it was not ineffectively 
imitated by rolling a bowl along the stone 
floor of the hall, and allowj.ng it to strike 
against the doors or pillars, when the pecu-
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liar echoing quality was fairly reproduced 
by the hollow domed roof and surrounding 
galleries. 

The editors offer no conclusions. This 
volume has been put together, as the house at 
B-- was taken, not for the establishment of 
theories, but for the record of facts. 

Digitized by Coogle 





APPENDIX 

Digitized 'YGoogle 



o1gi11zed by Coogle 



APPENDIX I 

A LADY, known to readers of Proceedings 
S. P. R. as Miss A--, who is an habitual 
automatic writer, but whose social position re
moves her from the temptations and tendencies 
of the ordinary so-called medium, was good 
enough on March 10, 1897, to contribute the 
following automatic script in reply to a request 
from Lord Bote :-

" I do not much care for the influence of this 
house ; it is most decidedly haunted, but not 
by any particularly good spirits, the haunting 
being carried on by mischievous elementals, and 
as far as I can make out there is some one who 
lives there through all the changes, who sup
plies a great deal of force, and who is not 
aware of the power. I think that a great deal 
more is added to what really takes place, as 
the hauntings appear to me to consist of dis
turbing noises, with now and then a case of 

•39 
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apport, for the elementary forces are not 
sufficient to produce forms unless a great deal 
of outside force is given. 

" The forms that would appear would always 
be different, as each mediumistic person would 
supply his own surroundings. The only one I 
am not sure about is the shadowy figure of an 
old man whom I have twice seen in rather a 
dark passage, and from his surrounding light I 
should say he may often be there. 

" I think the noises would stop of themselves, 
at least the more disturbing part, if a less 
attentive attitude were taken towards them." 

These statements present certain interesting 
points as coming from one who had never seen 
the house, and knew nothing of its phenomena. 
" The shadowy figure of an old man in a dark 
passage" seems to point to the figure, possibly, 
of the Major, seen by earlier witnesses in the 
dark lobby-the only dark corner in the house 
-outside the door of the downstairs smoking
room, and whose voice was heard there by Miss 
Freer, Miss Langton, and Mr. T- during the 
tenancy of Colonel Taylor. 

An occasion upon which the phenomena 
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might be described as those of " mischievous 
elementals," and also of apports, is referred to 
in the summing up of tactile phenomena, 
though it did not occur during the tenancy of 
Colonel Taylor. 

On the other hand, the phenomena were often 
more active when least looked for, and some of 
those most expected never occurred. As there 
was not even a servant, nor even a dumb animal, 
common to the occupation of the S-- family 
and the tenancy of the H--s or Colonel 
Taylor, we are at a loBB to know who the 
person can be who lives at B- through all 
the changes, and supplies force during the past 
twenty years. 

Q 
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BARISAL GUNS. (See page 221.) 

READERS not acquainted with this phenomenon 
may be referred to an interesting correspondence 
in the pages of Nature (Oct. 1895, and &q.), 
opened by Professor G. H. Darwin-

" In the delta of the Ganges," he says, " dull 
sounds, more or less resembling distant artil
lery, are often heard. These are called Barisal 
guns, but I do not know the meaning of the 
term." 

The same sounds have been recorded by 
M. Rutot of the Geological Survey along the 
Belgian coast, and are alleged to be pretty 
common in the North of France. M. van der 
Broeck, Conservator of the Museum of Natural 
History of Belgium, says-

" I have constantly noticed these sounds in 
the plain of Limburg since 1880 ;-more than 
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ten of my personal acquaintances have observed 
the fact. '!'he detonations are dull and distant, 
and are repeated a dozen times or more at 
irregular intervals. They are usually heard in 
the daytime, when the sky is clear, and especi
ally towards evening after a very hot day. 
The noise does not at all resemble artillery, 
blasting in mines, or the growling of distant 
thunder." 

M. van der Broeck elsewhere refers to " simi
lar noises heard on Dartmoor, and in some 
parts of Scotland." Readers of Blackmore's 
story of "Lorna Doone" will remember, among 
other valuable observations of out-door life, 
his accounts of "the hollow moaning sound" 
during the intense cold of the winter, or which 
he gives so graphic an account. It was "ever 
present in the air, morning, noon, and night 
time, and especially at night, whether any wind 
was stirring or whether it were a perfect calm " 
(Chap. xlvi. ). 

Another correspondent in Nature refers to 
remarkable noises among the hills of Cheshire : 
"When the wind is easterly, and nearly calm 
on the flats, a hollow moaning sound is heard, 
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popularly termed the Soughing of the Wind, 
which Sir Walter Scott, in his glossary to 
' Guy Mannering,' interprets as a hollow blast 
or whisper." 

Another writer quotes experiences in East 
Anglia, tending to show that such sounds may 
be reports arising from the process of " faulting" 
going on, on a small scale, at a great depth, and 
not of sufficient intensity to produce a per
ceptible vibration at the earth's surface. 

It would seem that in districts such as Comrie 
in Perthshire, East Hadden in Connecticut, 
Pignerol in Piedmont, Meleda in the Adriatic, 
&c., sounds without shocks are common during 
intervals, which may last for several years. 
Remarkable sounds, not apparently accounted 
for, are reported to proceed from Lough Neagh 
in Ireland. 

See Nature, Oct. 1895, and following numbers; 
articles by M. van der Broeck in Ciel et Terre 
(Belgium), Dec. 1, 1895, and following numbers, 
also Geol. Mag., vol. ix. 1892, pp. 208-18. 
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CONSPECTUS OF AUDILE PHENOMENA AT 

B- HOUSE RECORDED IN JOURNAL 

Reoordod I Heud In Room. wun-. Deocrlptlon of Sound. underDato. 
- · - ---

{Mia. Freer 
{Loud clauging eound, as of 

Feb, 4 No. I. Millll Moore metal struck with wood 
Voice. in oonvenation 

No. IlL "Mao,"themald { Voicee, footater, things 
dragged abou .. II Attics Two ho1110maidil Continuous reading 

" 7 No. VII. Mill Moore { Reb:dberating bang oloee to 

Drawing-room Mac Not- and footsteps 
Hall Mill Moore Clanging eound upstairs .. 8 " Butler's room" Mac Footateps and eounds on door 
No. VII. Millll Moore Renrberating bang 

Mia. Moore } N ol- perouuin or e:rp108ive Mill Freer 

The Glen { Mt.. Freer } Voioee In oonTenation Mr.C-

9 No. VII. { Millll Mooro } No!.. perouuiTe or expi081Te .. Millll Freer 

10 No. L Millll Moore { Clanga. Voioea in convol'lll\· .. tion 
No. V. Mr.W- Knocklngs. 
No. VIIL Colonel Taylor Footsteps overhead .. 13 No. I. Millll Moore Clanging noise 

MU.Moore } Crash Mia Freer 
No. V. Mn.W- Knocking& .. lli No. IV. Millll Langton A loud crash 

{ Millll Langton} .. 16 The Glen Millll Freer Voice~ in oonnnation 
Mila Moore 

{Mn.W-} 17 Drawing-room Mlulangton Footsteps oTerhead In diluaed .. Mila Moore room 
Mia Freer 

r'r} Mn.- Clanging noise, four times Drawing-room Mila Langton 
Mia. Moore repeated 

MIBII Freer .. -18 : No. VIII. Miss Froer Banging eoundil 
! .. , 
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AUDILE PHENOMENA 

I ~o:e.r· Boud In Boom. I Wltn- DeecrlpUoa or 8ouad. 

' - ------ I{ Miaa Moore {Bounda aa of an animal'• 
Feb. 18 I No. VIII. : MiSII Freer mo.,~menta in the room In 

' daylight 

.. 19 

" 20 
.. 21 

.. 25 

" 26 

March 1 

2 

5 

7 

The Glen I { == ~~n } I Voioee In oonn!'Bation 

Tb Gl { Miaa Langton } V I • ti e en (later) o cea m oonYeraa on 

Miaal.angton I{ Volcee in oonnl'llation and The Glen 

No. VIII. 

No. VIIL 

Wing 

No. I. 

No. IlL 

No. I . 

No. IV. 

No. VIII. 

No. JII. 
No. Vlll. 

Attiaa 

No. I. 

Attioa 

Attica 

No.U. 

footatepe 
{ Miu Moore } Bounda of active monment of 

Mia Freer an animal in the room 
Miaa Moore 1 { Footatepe of an old man ahuf-

' fling in allppera 
Miaa Moore } i 
~ Freer I MoYements of animal 

Miaa Moore } I Miaa Freer Bang on wall ne&r No. Vll. 

Mr "Endell" { Clang noiae "like a pa'rior'a 
· hammer dropped" 

Mr. Garford { Violont b&nging on door of 
Noa. I. and II. 

{ 
Groana; "a greatly magnified 

Mr. " Q." edition of aounda I ban 

I 
aeYeral timea he&rd in tho 
drawing-room " 

{
Detonating or pei'CII8IIinnoiae 

Mr. Garford like " a wheel-barrow on a 
hard road" 

I, M M p { Loud clanging aound In the 
r. ac - room 

; { Miaa Freer } Movements of animal Ia the 
I Miaa Moore room 
· Miaa Freer } Heayv fall 

I Miaa Moore • 
Miaa" N." Tllud, sounding from bolow 

I 
Miaa Moore { Mo:,~nts of animal In the 

Two maida Monotonoua readln~ 

{ 
Monotonoua reading (alao 

Mra. B. C. mentioned by Mr. Garford aa 
j ocourring In No. I.) 
, Mra. B. C. Bang on door of room 
; { Mra. Robinaon { Voicoa in oonveraatlon 
! (oook) Bangs on the wall of room 
~~ Robinaon (butler) { He:!'m body falling In the 

{

Movements of heaYy body In 
the room 

M C Footstepe aa U deacending 
r. - stain 

Loud rapping on doora of 
N oe. I. and II. 

o,9; •zed by Coogle 
-----



AT B-- HOUSE 247 

Recordod j 
uudorD to. Hoard In Boom. Wltno . DO!!Crlptlou of Sonod. 

I March 8 No. II. :Mr. C- Noises in No. I. (ompty room) 

10 No. VIII. {Miss Mooro Aoimnl moving in the room 
Miss Freer Heavy fo.ll 

13 ' No. vm. {Miss Moore } Loud bnngs Miss Freer, 

{ Robin.'IOn, } Attics ond Mrs. Loud bangs 
Robinson 

No. IV. .MiasLnngton Loud bangs 
15 No. Vlll. { Miss Moore } Vibrating bang Miss Froor 

No. IV. l\IissLnn~n Vibrating bang 
Wing Colonel nylor Vibrating bang 

[Miss Freer wos nbsont for four nights, and no Journal was kept.) 

" 

.. 

tJ 

20 

22 

No. J. 

No. IV. 

No. IlL 

{
Metallic sound in room " like 

the 'giving' of a lnrgo tin 
box" 

{
Miss l\Iooro 
Miss Freer 
Miss Lnngton 
Mr. M110P--- Heavy footsteps overhead 
Miss,, Duff" {Resounding crash nt door 

Resounding crnsh in room 

23 Dmwing-room {
Monotonous reo.ding (olso 

Miss "Duff" mentioned t\8 occurring in 

24 

29 

30 

No. V. 
No. VIII. 

No. J. 

No. III.) 
Miss Freer { Crnsh of something falling 

under dome 
Oolonel C-- Loud thump on door of room 

Mr.W- {
Explosive noises 
Cni.sh of something fnlling 

under dome 

Attics { Twr::afch':d } Loud knockings I kitchen-maid 
Butler's room on } M Rob' { Footsteps and knocking on 

ground Boor rs. mson door of No. III. 
No. IlL Miss "Duff" 1 Sbuffiingfootstopaoutsidoroom 

{ Mi "Duff"} No. II. Miss Lnngton Fnllagninst door of No. J. 

No. II. Misa Lnngton { Loud thumf. on door betwoon 

Attics {~t~~i~~~~~} Mo:o::o~· reading 
maid 

Kitchen-maid 
{ !iss Freer } { Footsteps in locked-up room 

Miss Langton overhead 
{ M~ Freer } { Footsteps in locked-up room 

MIBS Langton overhead 

{
Mr.1and Mrs.} 

Ra~.Pings in No. II. (empty). 
Mj, L.-mgt.on (See Mr. M--'saccount) 
i\liss }'roar 

Library 

Library 

Corridor 
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AUDILE PHENOMENA 

Recorded Heard in Room. I Witnc&ll. DoscrlpUon of Bound. I under Date. 

{ Shuffiingfoot tepsintboroom I 
I :\larch 31 No. VIII. Miss Lo.ngton Knock near the wardrobe 

r•tolHo """" lo tho ~m like "tuning a kettle-

{ Mre. 111·-
drum " ; later, "terrific 1 

No, I. Mr.M- noise," "like treble rap 
on a hollow panel,"-liko 
" the lid of a bea vy ooo.l-
scuttle let fall" 

Dmwing-room Mrs.M-
{Voices in library 

Detonating noise (like a dia-
tant cnnnon) 

April 1 No. Vlii. {Mr. M- } Voices and footsteps in room 
Mrs. M- overhead (empty) 

Dmwing-room Mrs.M- Voices and footsteps overhead 

{Mrw. M - } In tho garden Miss lt'roer Detonating noise 

{ ~~~ ~ngton} Limping footsteps ovorboad Drawing-room Miss Freer 
Miss Lo.ngton Voices of n man and woman 

2 Libmry { llfiss Freer } Heavy blow on table 
" Miss Langton 

Mrs. M- } Heavy blow on t.'lble (beard Miss Freer 

{::::';~·} 
in dining-room) 

Dining-room Miss Lo.ngton Footsteps overhead in om pty 
Robinson room 

(l..mtler) • 

" 
3 Library Miss Langton { Vll!lent b!lmmoring on door C"' •-• } m doyl~bt 

Dining-room ~~~~ TLnngton F<><;tsteps ovorhend in empty 
Robinson com 

(butler) 

4 No. V. { MISS Freer } Crash under dome ,, Mias Longton 

" 
5 No. I. Mr.T- Monotonous reading 

{Thuds on floor above, and on 

" 
G No. I. Mr.T- door of room 

Voices in conversation 

" 7 No. V. Miss Freer Crash under dome 
{Crash under dome 

No. I. Mr.T- Voices in conversation 

{Various p.'lrta} Household 
Rape nt foot of door 

8 { Crash08 and bangs and foot-

t 

" of tho houso t'.:·:::r } stops beard during the day 

Miss Langton Shuffiing footsteps in tho 
Smoking-room llfr. T-- 1 room 

Dog Voices outside door 
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&ooMM I UDder Date. Beard ID Room. WltD-. 
----1------1------ -----------1 

April 8 No. IV. 
No. VIII. 
No. I. 
No. IV. 

Miaa Freer 
Hiaa LDugton 
Mr.T-
Hiaa Freer 

I Crash under dome 
Bhufftiug footetepe 
Voices 

{ Thud• on lowest panela of door 
: Footetepe of mauy persona 

[No Journal kep' between April 8 and April 29. Dnring thie period Profeaor 
Lodge's notes teatify to " knocks on the wall, a sawing noile, a droning 
and a wailiug, • , • aome whlstllug, and apparent •'tempts at a whieper, 
all up in the attic.] 

May 8 

4 

No.L 

No. V. 
No. V. 

' ' { Monotonona voice from 
: Mme. Boiaeeaux 

1

. No. III. 
Voioea in argument 

Mn. "F." Knocks at door 
Mme. Boiaeeaux Knocks at door 

{ 
~m:. ~~ux 1 }Detonatiug noise in emrty 

II I Drawing-room Mn. M-- room overhead (No. I. in 
1 Miu Freer 1 dny)ight 
. Rev, MacL- ·I 

{ 1Gardener1 butler, } Crash in tho room 
' cook,anll others 

" 13 

No. V. 

Library 

No. I. 

• { " Room resounded with 
Mme. Bo~~~~eaux knoob., 

{ M!- Freer } "·ft- on table 
Ml.ISMoore -· 

Mr. "Etienne" 1 [T] Detonatiug noise 

- --------------~·----------------
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NOTES 

[Compare Plan of Holllt'.] 

L Tho rooma spoken of in the tod 011 "the library," and the "up
ataira," or "wing" IIDlokiog-room, are thoee marked in the Plan u the 
"morning-room," and the bedroom to the extreme eut in the wing. 

2. Moet of the maid-ae"anta slept in rooma Y and Z, over 1 and 2, 
until the alarm of March 211, when they mOTed to the rooma on the other 
aide the ho1188 (X and W), thueleaviog thoee over Noa. 1 and 2 empty. 

8. Robineon and Mra. Robinaon (butler and cook) oooupied room W 
till March 13, when both moTed into the butler's room off the ball, which 
during the ftnt montb bad been occupied by ldao the maid, who became 
ill and returned eouth. 

4.. Opiniooa regarding the noieee, and experiments u to their origin, 
will be found on the under-mentioned pagee of the JoUrnal. 

Opinionl, pp. 92, 111, 118, 1.20, 124, 128, 138, 143, U4, 147, 153, 1M, 
169, 162, 166, 168, 173, 179, 187, 198, 201, 207, 215, 219, 234, 242. 

~itMnll, pp. 109, 129, 140, 160, 175, 180, 218, 220. 

Printed by BALU.ll'l'YD, BAII8011 6- Co. 
EdlnbiiJ'8h a> London 
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JUST OUT. 

Essays in Psychical Research. 
By Miss X. (A. GooDmou-FRBBR). 

Chapters on Haunted HoUBel, Haununga, ·tbe Faculty of OryaW
Gazlog, the Divining Rod, Intuition, Hypnotism, Obeeaaion, 

Paycbic Healing, Second Sight, &c. Cloth, 830 pp., 7a. 6d. 

" Mia X. bu a graceful facility in writing round a subject, and 
illustrating it from a great etore of learning. The Yolume covere a 
wide range of ground, but whatever the aubl'eot may be, tbe euaya 
are all lntereeung and well informed, and a I equally Laodioean In 
their criucal attltude."-The Scot.ma.n. 

" Ia worth reading by all who interest themselves In ' occult ' 
phenomena, eince tbe autbur writee well, doee not theorise, • • • and 
tbrowe much n11w light on auoh enbjecta aa cryaW-gazing, which the 
non-psychical penon ie too apt to diamlaa with contempt."-LiUrature. 

"A very intereating book, lifting tbe questions with wbicb it deale 
entirely out of the region of hyateria Into which theJ are 80 apt to 
sink, and bringing together much curious and a good deal of really 
valuable iDforma\ion. MiA X. 'a volume ia 80 thoroughly free from 
the rhodomontade and the epurious emotions which aa a rule mark 
this clue of literature, that it may be expected to diearm a large part 
of the criticism of occult etudies which ie baaed upon the notion that 
80. called eplritualiem and charlatanism are oonvertible terme."
(Jlg.,gotJJ Ht:I'Gld. 

" The attitude of tbie book ie admirable for ita eanity and ita P!r· 
oe~ion of the claims of method. • • • MiA X. aifta and claaeifiee 
w1th skill and patience, and brings to the study of each question an 
unrivalled knowledge of ita literature. • • • There ie nothing In the 
literature of the subject aaner or more readable than tbeee euaye. 
TentatiYe and cautious they are, for Miu X. will not adventure in 
the realm of theory, but if abe baa (aa abe eaya) • no meeeage for thOIU 
who !mow,' abe etatee many a problem for tb018 who tbink."-Mcm
cl&uler Oua.rdian. 

" Mia Freer baa bad a very wide per80nal experience, and baa 
been alngularl1. induatrioua and reaolute iD her investigatlone. That 
abe ie keen·Wltted, a fim-rate narrator, and an aocompliahed writer, 
we all know ; for the reet, what mattere it that we [Splrltualiete] are 
made to trudge on without her whole-hearted bl-iDgt We welcome 
her book, which has iD it, at all events, a very noticeable amount 
of thought-provoking knowledge and light." -Lig"' (the organ of 
Splrituallem ). 

GEORGE REDWAY, LONDON, 1899. 
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