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Sketch of the Rev.

The subject of our sketch waaborn
in Brighton, Northumberland County,
Ontario, Sept. 21st, 1850, cnd isthere-
fore in his forty-ninth year. He was
educated in the Public and High
Schools of his county, and began
school teaching at sixteen years of
age, confinuing for four years in
that profession. Meantime he began
preaching locally, entering the minis-
try of the Methodist Episcopal Church
at twenty., He afterwards spent be-
tween four and five years at :Albert
College, Belleville, and graduated B.A.

in 1877, with first-class honors in-

Oriental Languages and [Literature.
In 1881 he completed his divinity
course, and received his B.D. from the
same institution.
pastorates at Ottawa and Prescott, he
was called back to Ottawa in 1881, as
pastor of the Metropolitan church.
In June of this eventful year in his
life he was married to Miss Frances
Amanda Connell, of Prescott, receiv-
ed his degree in Divinity, and entered
on the pastorate of one of thelarg-
est_and best churches in the Capital
of the Dominion.
same yenr he was notified of his ap-
pointment .to ‘the Principalehip of
Alma College (for young women) an
institution just opening. under. Meth-
odist auspices in St. Thomas,” Ont:
He enterell on! his duties there in
Septemmber, delivering hid inaugural
lecture on “The Higher Education of

Woman ; ite Mission and its Method”

. (]

Having served.

In August of the-

Dr. (ustin’s Life.

—afterwards ‘published . by the Board’
of Managewaent~on Oot. 13th, 1881.
He completed the organization' of the
staff of teachers, which, from a list
of six, grew: in a few yeara to a facul-
ty of twenty professors and teachers.
The attendance rapidly incrsased, and
in a few years McLachlin Hall, at a
cost of $21,000, was added, and the at~
tendance rose to over 200 students..
In 1896 on. the occasion of his preach-
the Baccalaureate sermon to the stud-

" ents of Victoria University, Toronto,

he was honored! with the title of Doc-
tor of Divinity by the Senate of thati
body. He 'continued to act as Prin-
cipal for 16 years, and in.June of
1807 resigned.the position and re-
moved to Toronto to devote himself to
literary work.and business connected
therewith. He was joint editor with
Professor Foster, now ex-Minister of
Finapce, during his college days, of
The Temperance Union.”” He pub-
lished in 1878 a .volume of 12 sermons.

- on Popular Bins of the Times, now out

of print, of which a large edition was.
sold. Later on he edited **The Meth-
odist [Episcopal Pulpit,” a volume of
select sermons by Methodist' min-
risters. During his Principalship ha.
made and patented his **Model of the.
Holy Land” from ‘the ‘most recent sur-

~veys of the [Palestine Exploration

Fund, copies of which are in usein the
leading universities of ‘Canada and
the United States. :He wrote for pub-
lication a small work, "“Rational Mem-
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ory Training” which had a large sale
and has been most favorably reviewed
by editora and teachers of mental:
pdlence. He Mwrote in part and edited
a large volume, now in its third edi-

tion, “Woman; her Character, Cul-

tare and Calling’ which is meeting
with a large sale. He took part in
the ' famous Jesuits’ Estates’ agita-
tion and wrote during those times a
paimphlet, ‘“The History of the Jes-
uits,” which speedily ran throughfive
editions, over 30,000 cqpies being is-
sued to meet the demand. His latest
work, “Glimpses of the Unseen,” a
large volume of over 500 pages, is a
collection of authemtic accounts of
remarkable psychical experiences (con-
tributing) a few, of his own) and writ-
ing introduction and comments on
each claas of the phenmpmena.

It was during the collection of 'the
data for this work that Dr. Austin be-

came convinced of the utter futility ’

of all attempts to explain away these
peychical phenomena or account for
them as the result of fraud or arti-
fice, or as the operation of any known
laws in the physical realm.

He began, as time permitted, o
read more closely ‘the various publish-
ed works on experimental psychology
and occasionally made personal ex-
periments and investigations. After a
course of reading and study running
over pight years, marked by many
doubts and difficulties, he establish-
od step by step, in Bis own mind,
a firm belief in the genuineness of
the various kinds of psychic phenom-
ena, and during the past two years

has become by what he regards as
indubitable proofs of spirit return, e
convert to the Spiritual Philosophy.
The works that bave produced' most
effect on Dr. Austin’s mind were
the records of scientific experimenty
by Sir William Orookes, F.R.S., Alfred
Russell Wallace, I.LI.D., VRS, C. F,
Zollner, Professor of Physical Astron-
omy, at.the University of Leipsio, Epea
Sargent, = Dr. George Sexton, Dr,
Minot Savage, and the personal tes-
timonies of such men as Dr. Joseph.
Cook, Camille Flammarion, Fichte
and a host of other prominent men
in science, literature and divinity. In
addition the Biblical qrguménts of the
Rev. Moses Hull, Stainton Moses and
others led him to study the Secrip-
tures in the light of this new phil-
osophy.

At the. London Conference of the
Methodist LChurch, which met at
Windsor on June 1st, 1899, he first
publicly announced himaself a Spirit-
ualist so far as belief in spirit return

-and, communication were concerned,

The same day he was almost unani-
mously expelled from the Methodist
ministry. He spoke three hours in
his own defence on the -scientific and
Biblical arguments for spirit return.
A full account of the trial, with an
authentic copy of the Heresy Sermon
and Dr. Austin’s defence verbatim
will be issued shortly by ‘“The Sermion
Publishing Co., of Toronto.” Mean-
time Dr. Austin asks his many, friends
in| Canada and the United States ta
suspend judgment.
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The Story of the Heresy Trial.

A synopsis of the sermon sent to
a friend (E. J. MdRoberts, Esq., of
London, Ont.) was by him sent to
the “Light of Truth,” Columbus, Ohio,
and puoblished, and afterwards
appearing in several liberal and
orthodox papers, in the United States
and Canada, a large interest was
awakened and an extensive corres-
pondence sprang up. The Rev. A.H.
Going, B.A., of Port Stanley, Ont.,
wrote to Dr. Austin to know if the
report was correct, and on receiving
word that it was so, at once announced
his intention of proceeding against the
writer, if the serrion were not recall-
ed. Dr. Austin wrote him there was
nokhing in the sermon he was will-
ing to retract.

Accordingly on the first of April he

received notice from the Chairman of

the St. Thomas District, Rev. O. T.
Scott, B.A., that a charge of heresy
was laid against bim, with four speci-
fications, bssed on the sermon. The
preliminary trial took place at Ayl-
mer, Ont., on May 15th, and the Com-
mittee found Dr. Austin guilty of
heretical teaching on specifications
2nd, 3rd and 4th, and suspended him
from the ministry untlil the case was
disposed of by the Conference. The
District meeting passed the caseon ta
the Conference. By correspondence
between the President and Dr. Austin
the hearing of the case was fixed foxr
Thursday, June 1st, and naturally ex-
cited great interest, drawing many
' clergymen, editors and interested par-
ties from Detroit, and it is safc tosay

that London, Buffalo and other cities.
would have furnished its contingents
of visitors had it been known that the
trial would take place in open sedsion.,

The Conference decided to admit re-
porters and visitors, and the defend-
ant on being asked to state his views
on this point at once responded, ‘‘Let
all the world hear i..” "

The hearing of the case occupied alk”
the forenoon, and at 2.30 p.m. "Dr.
Austin~began bis idefence. It was
confidently asserted by many leading
men of the Conferance that had
the case gone to vote at that hour the
Conferemce would have reinstated him
with an overwhelming majority. In-
deed several prominent men were
on the floor of the Conference to.
move this. Many of Dr. Austin’s
friends besought him to let the mat-
ter go to the <Conferenge at
and assured him of a large ma-
jority., He refused to accept their
advice and told them privately his
reasons. If he remained 1 Method-
ist minister it was to be as a' free
man, to think, investigate and pro-
claim the Spiritual Philosophy. If
he could nots enjoy perfect fresdomin
the Church hel preferred his freedom
outside the Church. He would not
consent to reinstatement without a
clear undeystanding on the point of
freedom of teaching his doctrine and
he wanted the Church to know just
where he stood on this question. ' He
believed, he said, in fact he declared
‘that he knew he was to ke expelledt
‘and was quite content with the fate
awaiting him.
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The Charges Preferred.

THE METHODIST CHURCH,

LONDON CONFERENCE, ST. THOM-
AS DISTRICT.

In the matter of

A. H. GOING.
Complainant.
and
B. F. AUSTIN, B. A, D. Di,

’ - Defendant

I A\ H. Going, a Minister of the
‘Church on the Port Stanley Cireuit,
hereby charge that the said B. F.
Austin, a ministeriof the Church, left
without a station for one Yyear, in con-
nection with the Central Methodist
Church, St. Thomas, on or about the
Eighth day of January A. D., 1899,
at the Parkdale Methodist Church,
Toronto, did publicly advance certain
doctrines contrary to the teaching of
the word of God, and the standards
of the Methodist Church, of which the
following are specified :

1st. * Falsehood and error and sin
have their brief rule in God’s universe,
but are idestined to end,” &ec.

‘Which is contrary to the Scriptural
doctrine of Eternal Punishment.

2nd. ‘' The Ethical system of Jesus
has never been surpassed, and I
think had never been equalled up to
His time ; that system enforced by His
life of lofty devotion to humanity, and
His heroic death must ever stand as an
illustration’ of the highest inspiration
and development of which humanity
is capable,” &ec. ‘1 recognize the
inspiration of past days, Christ had
it,” &,

Which by implication questlons the
proper Divinity of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and disparages the oharacter
of the Atonement.

Brd. ' Now if my, proposition is true
regarding God's relation te man, you

’

will see that it is a continuous re-

velation, a progressive revelation, &
revelation to every people and age,
and if the character of the truth re-
vealed depends (as I claim it muat)
on the ability of men to receive it,
then revelation is to continue for-
ever, and we have it to-day aa truly,
aye more fully thah in any preceding
age,” &b, :

* No one unaided of Heaven wrote
the sublime utterances of Isaiah, or the
13th' of Firat Corinthians, and no ¢ne
uninspired wrote ' There's a-Widenesa
in God’s Mercy,’” &o. - i,

Which statoments with othersin the
same sermon are contrary to the
doctrine of Finality of Revelation
through Jesus Christ. L

wth. " The Scientific truths of
Telepathy, Clairvoyance, Soul Flight,
Psychometry and Prophecy are well
established hy incontrovertible evi:-
dence,’s &c.

“If we ascend the Spiritual Alpo

. the boundary between earth : -

and heaven will become so low and
narrow that the inhabitants may -
pass to and fro et will,” &e.

Which statements tend to uphold the
fraudulent system. of Spiritualism, and
are contrary to the. teachmgs of the
‘Methodist Church.

And further that the 'said B. F
Austin did lend countenance and eup-
port to modern .Spiritualism by con-
sulting at. Detroit a Clairvoyant, and
by publishing her communications to -
him, thus leading the public to be-
lieve that h<, B. F. ‘Austin, was in
sympathy with Clalrvoyance 3

I charge that this is an offenca °
against, the Law. of God and the Rules |
and Discipline of the Methodut
Church,

1 hereby request you to take the



proper ateps to bring the said B. ¥.
Austin to Trial. .
Dated March 23rd, 1899.
: Youra &o., 3
J A, H. GOING, ¢
3 Port Stanley.
: To REV. C. T. SCOTT, . .
Chairman, of St, Thomas Distriot,
{ Aylmer, Ont.

Dr: Austin was not present at the
Preliminary Trial which took place.at
[Aylmer on May 15th, 1899.” He, haw-
ever, aent in a brief written defence
which we give below: o

To the Members of the {Committee
for the trial of certain charges pre-
ferred by the Rev. A, H. Golng,

' Palmerston, April, 12th, 1899,
Depar Brethren:

On the first «of April T  received,
notice from the Rev. C. T. Scott, B. A,
Chairman of the St, Thomas District,
of a series of Four Charges against
me by the Rev. A. H. Going of Port
Stanley and also a notification that
& Committee for the trial of | the
charges ‘had been selected and call-
ed to meet April 17th. I at once wrote
to the Chairman that it‘would be im-
possible to prepare a formal answer
to the charges preferred in the,
short time, under the circumstanges
.in~ which I was placed—being absent
from home and away from my books,
ete. I received yesterday Bro. Scatt’s
reply that a posiponement could ounly
be made by mutual arrangement be-
tweer Lhe complainant and myself,
iAs there is now no time to make such|
mutual arrangement I presume the
trial will go one at the date appoint-
-ed. It will be impossible for me to
attend and under the circumstances
T can only state in 'briefest form
any conviction that in the passages
quoted from my sermon which form

ithe basis of the charges, there is -

nothing either (a) untrue, or {b) un-
Methodistie or, (¢) un-Scriptural. 1
labor under the serious,6 disadvant-
age, also, that there is in the formal
oharges, save the bare quotationw,
nothing in the way of specification
and argument to show the connection
between the wgquotations and the
charges, and .this conneotion
is by no means apparent to a reader
of the complaint.

In charge I,, I fail to see any neces-
sary connection whatever between the
passage quoted—which does not men-’
tion the subject of ' punishment,”
either limited or eternal—and the sub-
ject: of “ eternal punishment.” ‘The
quotation given merely asserts what
the Scriptures teach over and over
again, the final triumph of righteous-
ness and truth over sin and  error.
Both the promises and prophecies of
Scripture aesgure us in manifold ex=
pressions of such a victory. Of the
consecuences of sin my sermon did
not treat,anditlis byi\no means a necea-
sary inference that the comsequences
of a series of 'acts shall cease withithe
acts themgelves. So in . -

Charge IL Vi

1 fail to see the slightest necessary,
connection between a] passage that re-
fers solely 'to the Humanity of Jesus
and the * inspiration’” which as a man
and our Exampler'we all believe He
ipospepsed, and any implied denial of
His Divinity. If tospeak of His Hum-
anity is to deny His Divinity, then in-
deed the charge can be fully estab--
lished from my sermpon, but in no .
other way. But in this case the same
charge could be made against the:
Scriptures whioh repeatedly speak of
Him as /& man. ;

Bo likewise in

Charge IIL -

I am accused of teachings contrary

4



to the doctrine of * Finality of Re-
velation.” '

My difficulty is even greater here,
a8 I never before heard of this doc-
trine. I am convinced it is a discov-
ery of the Complainant. Fearing that
my theological teachers might have
sadly falled in regard to one im-~
portant: dogma and that I might still
be in profound ignorance of some well
known Scriptural doctrine of Meth-
odism, I have cduring the past week
consulted an eminent authority in
Theolpgy—one whose name would be
recognized as authoritative through-
out America—and he writes me he
‘ Does not know of nny such dogma of
our Church or of any Christian.
Church.” I have been unable to date,
to find any such doctrine in Methodism
or the Bible and I cannot therefore
understand the charge at this junc-

ture.
Charge 1V.

My teachings are said "'to uphold the
fraudulent system of Spirituaiism,”
and here T must enter an emphatic de-
nial of any necessary connection be-
tween the passage quoted and any-
thing * fraudulent,” whether it be a
system of religion, or philosophy, or a
branch of scientific research. That
there is a fraudulent syisiem of
Spiritualjpm I know just as I know
there is aMfradulent systemof coinage;
just as there is fraudulent system of
evangelisin—spmetimes too, in connec-
tion with orthodox churches — men
stealing the livery of heaven to serve
the Devil in—the churches and public
being deceived and wronged thereby.

But I must deny all connection with
~any such * fraudulent system of
Spiritualism’’ or any support of such
¢ fraudulent system’” in the  pass-
age quoted and must call upon the
Complainant to prove the assertion or
withdraw t'he offensive charge.

The essential doctrine of Spinitual-
ism lies in the belief that the so-call-

6

ed dead can and do communicate with

" mprtala. The passage quated from my

sermon does not teach spirit communi-
cation. It does teach that as men
walt upon God and becomwe spirituak
in thought, sentiment and life, they
ascend into the spiritual realm in
which the inhabitants of ‘heaven
abide. Their “ converaation” is in
heaven. They are one in character
with the glorified, are controlled by
the same motives and operated upon
by the same forces, as the spirits of’
“ just men made 'perfect.”” Methodist
Hymnology and the New Testament
might be quoted in extenso, to prove
this, Paul. Stephen, John in Patmos
and multitudes since their time have
had experiences implying their entiry
(even while in the flesh) into the spirit
realms. And who can, with Bible in
hand, deny that the heavenly inhabit-
ants enter our mortal sphere? How
can there be u ministry of angels
without this2 Old and New Testa-
ment history asserts such  appear-
ances in almost numberless passages.

It is further said that T * did lend
countenance and support to Modern
Spiritualism. by consulting at Detroit
a Clairvoyant,” &c. TheComplainant
seems here to have hopelessly con-

fused termsf for a ‘“‘clairvoyant,” is

not necessarily a ‘“ gpiritualist” nor is

a “‘spiritualist’” necessarily a “ clair- -

voyant.,” There are many clairvoy-

ants who never heard of Spiritualismi

The Standard Dictionary defines Clair-
voyance as ‘‘ability to see or  dis~i
cern objects not within reach of the
eye under normal conditions, as i
trance, claimed to be possessed by some
persons| in the mesmeric state ; second
sight ; scershipi; hence intuitive!
sagacity or perception. Clafrvoyance
is a natural trance condition as op-
posed to mepmenism or hypnotism

which is condition induced by arti-\. .

ficial or external means.”” Numerous
cases of clairvoyance are recorded in

-



Scripture and multitudes testify to the
existence of such powers to-day. Near-
ly every prophet of the Old and the
New: 'Testament pououed tthe Clair-
voyant power.

.There seems Lo be, thgrefore, no
necessary connection between  the
charge and the quotation by which
it is endeavored to prove the charge.

iUnder the peculiar clrocumstances
and disadvantages, cited, I have only
been able to give In outline what, with
time and vpportunity at commund, I
should have elaborated into a formal
defence. Should the Committee decide
that there i8 sufficient ground
for sustaining any of the charges and
tha matter go pefore the approaching
{Annual Conference 1 will endeavor
(however unfavorable my presenf:
position is for such labor) to present
an argument from the teachings of
Seripture and from the teachiugs of
Scientists with sufficient testimony to
sustain and justify the passages to
which objection fs taken

As I leave in a few days for Manitoba

an early report of your decision will

be regarded as a favor. 1 am, .
Fraternally,
B. F. AUSTIN.

The decision of the Comnmittee reach-
ed Dr. Austin, at (Winnipeg, Man,,
Thursday, May 18th 1893, The fol-
lowing are the findings of the com-
mittee :

IN RE A. H. GOING VERSUS B. F.
AUSTIN--THE FINDINGS OF THE
COMMITTEE.

The committee setecled and summon-
ed to try the charges in this madtbter
having assembled at the time and
place appointed for such trial, were
thereupon attended by the said Com-
plainant, and the defence sent in by
the Defendant, \n writing, and having
heard the evidence, adduced by the
respective parties, and whut was al-
leged by them and'on (their bahaif, we,

Georgel Buggin, M. Griffin, 1. C. San-
derson, J. Veale, and .8. G Staples,
the sald committes, find that the firat
charge is not sustnined, Lat that the
second, third and fourth charges are
sustained and proved, and that the
snid Defendant {8 gullty of the of-
fences laid therein. \

The sald offences of which we find
the said Defendant guiity are in our
judgment such as are expressly for-
bidden by the word of God and con-
trary to the Doctrines and Discipling
of the Methodist church, and we here-
by suspend him until the Annual Con-
ference shall finally dispose of the
case.

Given under our hands at 'Aylmer,
thig fifteenth day of May, 1899.

(Signed,)
GEORGE BUGGIN.
M. GRIFFIN.
JOHN VEALE.
.+ T.O.SANDERSON. °
S. G. STAPLES. ‘
I certify the above to ben true copy,
C. TAGGART SCOTT.

NOTE.~The published. sermon was
but a synopsis written out by Dr.
Austin for a friend who sent it for
publication to the * Light of Truth,”
Columbus, Ohio. Two typographieal
errors appear in it, one of which
ig copied in the charges. ‘ Now if my
proposition concerning Qod’s relation
to man" should; have been * revelation
to man.' (-

In the synopsis publlshed in  the
Light of Truth and other papers the
passages *' The kruth is the foundation
of ingpiration is open to all” shomld
be the ‘“fountain of inspiration.” We
correct inour version of the‘'sermon at
Dr. Austin’s request. ! ;

The defendant, however, offered no
objections to the version of the sermon
used against him as he wished the case
to stand on its merits and refused to
stand on any technicality.



SYNOPSIS OF

The Heresy Sermon

' Buy the Truth and Sell it Not.”—Prov. xxiii: 23.

By the Rev. B. F. Austin, M. A, D. D,, ex-principal of Alma College,
St. Thomas, Ontano

To know the truth, to love the truth
and to live the truth is the whole duty
of man. We have excellent authorlty
for the Btatement that man‘'shall nat
live by bread alone, but by every word
of truth proceeding from God, whether
that word be written on the rocks and
read by the geologist, or in the heav-
ens and read by the astronomer, or in
the heart of ‘man or in the statements
of this old (book.

To know the truth) about our bodies,
i. e., the laws thnt govern our physical
being, and come into sympathy and
accord with those laws, means health,
bodily vigor and physical strength and
enjoyment, Toj know the laws of our
mental nature, to) know how the men-
tal faculties are strengthened and de-
veloped and to bring ourselves into
harmony with these laws of mentality,
is to attain intelligence and mental
health! and vigor. .To learn the laws
of our spiritual being and and how our
apiritual faculties may be cultured and
perfected, to learn and love and obey
the great spiritual laws by which we
are related to the spiritual universe,
this is the foundation of all religion.
To know God iand Jesus Christ, whom
God has eent, is, according to Secrip-

ture, eternal life. Now God is spirit,”

and to know God, is know spirit in
its essential Qualities, in its infinite

possibilities, in its universal relation-
ships, and hence spiritual knowledge is,
acoording to Scriptural teaching, the
foundation of all religion and the be-
ginning of eternal life. ;

The whole world has been slow and
the Christian church inexcusably slow
in recognizing the supreme value of
spiritual knowledge or truth, thoughy
Jesus emphapized its importance, and
the prophets declared that the people
perished for lack of knowledge.

Truth'is set befora us in the text as,

an ohject of supreme value, and we
are exhorted ¢o buy the truth and sell
it not—implying that in purchasing ng
price is too great £01pay for it/no sac-
rifice, toil, suffering or worldly good
is to be for a moment vonsidered in
comyarison, with it; and once pos-
sessed, all worldly riches, all that mens
covet and seek and think most valu-
able, is to be scorned as insufficient in-
ducement to part with the truth.

Would it be possible in a few words .

to emphasize more highly the supreme-
value of truth to'man®

The merchandise we are exhorted to-
seek at all costs and never to selllis

hepvenly amnd divine. Truth is the

daughter of God and in all her attrib-
utes God-like and eternal. Truth never:
deipreciates in value.,; Every day of a
man’s life, every age of the world’s

-
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history, truth becomes inoreasingly
beautiful and valuable. 'Truth can
never periah, There have  been

timea in human history when for a
period It has suffered apparent de-
foat or eclipse and for a brief houn
has seemed to periph. But like the
Phoenix it has risen from its ashes
to soar to greater heights, wuwssume
aore lovely forms and demonstrate to
men and angels ita immortp! char-
acter.

“Qruth frua.hnd to earth shalil live
again
The eternal years of God are hers.
But error, wounded, writhes in ys)um
And dies amid her worshippers.”

[Error must and will assuredly per-
ish, Sin and suffering must cease. The
tares will be burned up. The wheat
gathered into the garner. Whittier
truthfully sings:

“ The tares may perish but the wheat
Is not for death.”

Falgehood and error and sin have
their brief rule in God’s universe but
ere destined to end. The cloud may
shut out the sun for an hiour and boast
that it bas blotted out or hidden the
powerful king of day, or at least
has divided the world’s empire with
the sun. But the sun shines on, end
the cloud dissipates, Error and sin,
I repeat, are temporal; truth and
righteousness eternal. If not, how
vindicate the character of God ¢t If
8in and error ame to become permanent
principles, then the empire of the uni-
vorse must be divided between God and
the Devil, error and truth. (No, a
thousand times no. As sure as yon
mists shall be dissipated by the morn-
ing light, as sure as light and dark-
ness cannot co-exist, as sure as God
.reigns, error and falsehood and sin and
suffering shall be blotted out and
truth and righteousness prevail. Then
comeé Miiienial  dawn.

‘Man can not live in his higher spix-

“itual faculties withcut truth any more

than the plant can live without alr
and sunshine or the body without food.
Truth ia the vitalizing alr in which
the soul expands and stretches her
piniona for lofty flight. Truth ds the
sunshine of the sou! in which alone
the soul can put forth its bud and
blossom and send out its  perfume.
Without truthl the soul can never de-
velop: ita poweY or come into spiritual
strength and beauty.

Truth should be set before all the
rising generation by parents, teachers
and preachers, as the mpat valuable
acquisition of life, P wish I.could im~
press the thought upon the hearts of
the young people especially, that out.
of all possible acquisitions between the
eradle and the grave, truth is the only
real and permanent possession. Truth
sought, truth found, truth loved and
{ncorporated into our lives, wowven into
the warp of our character, this is the
one thing worth' seeking both for this
world| and the next.

I want to emphagize one point, and
that s that all truth is sacred and'dl-
vine. There is not a truth in beaven
on hell but|is sacred and pure and de-
sirable) for man to know. There is 4
profane truth, no immoral t:ruth‘
truth belonging to his Satanic ma jesty.
There is no secular truth. A truth
taught in the school or college is as
sacred as a truth taught in the pulpit.
How is it that men have mot outgrown
the narrow conceptions of past ages
that made certain places and times
and persons and truths vacred, and
stamped' the rest profane. ln Christ’s
timeimen thought there wasa one holy
city, Jerusalem; one holy ‘day, the Sab-
bath ; one holy class, the priesthood(;
one holy place, the temple ; but Christ
taughts not men so. He showed thajt
every spot was holy ground, the Sab-
bath) was made for man and not man

. for the Sabbath, and thus be lifted up

all the life to the spiritual = plane.
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Bvery teacher of truth is therefore
doing a sacred work and the house and
school are as sacred as the church and
more important in their énfluence for
good, because they deal with the youth
and because they teach less human
opinions, and their influence tends
more to personal investigation = and
research. T

I want to note a few of tha hin-
drances men meet in gearching for
truth) and to show what .we must pay
to secure it. The only hindrances we
meet with in finding the truth are in
ourselves. First then, we have indif-
ference. It is simply wonderful how
little genuine appreciation of the value
of truth there is with the wayerage
man or woman. Truthlies all around
them, unsought, unappreciated, wait-
ing to enrich their mind and heart and
exalt men to broader vision and richer
experiences. Men are so immersed in
business and so cccupied with pleasure
that the great and only permanent ac-
quisition of life is neglected. Truth is
within, handgrasp of every one. Treas-
ures of it lie buried at our very feet,
richer than the gems of India or the
gold; of Ophir. {We have only to open
our eyes, to reach out our hands, to
e ise our faculties and we shall
filll these sternal possassions that will
lift us out of intellectuad and spiritual
poverty and give usirank with the no-
blest spirits of earth:and heaven. Bun-
yan's picture of the man with muck
rake gathering dust andentirely un-
conscipus of the prepence of the an-
gel holding a crown above his head,
is but a faint representation of human
indifference to truth. Not one angel,
but all God's militant host surrounds
us, not ome crown, but ten thousand
do they offer us, if we will only listen
to their voices and be led by them up
the heights of truth and blessedness.

A! second and very serious difficulty
in seeking ithe druth is the notion so
prevplent that woertain men are or-

dained of heawen to seek truth for all
mankind, and that we are to accept
their moquisitfoms in place of seeking
for ourselves. We can mever attain
truth' by proxy. By divine ordination
every man is am original investigator
of fruth. He stultifies his own intel-
lect, he denies his own reamon, who
hpnds over his religious views and
opinioms to mny priest or religious
tepcher. ‘We are to accept nothing om
opinions of others. [What another man
has thought or believed, what a church
council or synod has formulated, is
nothing to me, only it may be a reasom
for perspnul investigation ending in
acceptance or rejedtion,as I may find
it o hormony with reason and well
estpblished truth. (This is the one
great defeot in our =schools and
churches to-dey. 7Young peoplé are
banded together and fed on the opin-
ions and views of men, formulated, it
may be, thousands of years ago, im
place of being itaught to think ouk
these religious problems for them-
selves and reach their own conclu-
sions. A generption that is brought
up and educated an the principle:

* Open you mouth and shut your eyes
And I'l] glve you something to ma»ke

you wise' 5
will never be intelieatually rich. The
most valuable lessan a public school
teacher(can give a schiolar is o teach
him intellectual independence, to think
for himself and not Tely on anather’s
opinion. Apd so wur Sunday schopla
would be infinitely more serviceable
to the youth if in place of cramming:
the minds of the youth with the theo-
logical opinions of past ages we sel
them to study rat'vonally and freely
this grand old book in the light ot
present day science.

Another; great hindrance to the re-
ception of ¢truth on the pant of church
people especially is the mistaken no-
tion that all spiritual fruth was given
to the world in one complete systemr



nearly 2,000 years agq. I for one do
not question the lofty madrality, the
-exalted character, and the unspeakable
value to the world of the teachings of
Him wie call master, the Jewish car-
penter, Jesus of Nazareth. The ethical
system of Jesus has never been 'sur-
pagsed, and I think had never '‘been
equalledr up to his time. 'That system
enforced’ by His life of lofty devotion
to humanity and his heroic death must
sver stand as an illustration of the
highest inspiration and development of
which humanity is capable. But a
point neglected by most of us who are
His followers is this: His teachings
were never set before His followers
asl a finalty. FHe declared plainly and
mepeptedly implied in His discourses
that fact that he was not giving out
{0 humanity all the truth he had re-
ceived. ‘1 have unany 'things.to say
unto you but ye can not bear them
now't  He declared that after him
would{ comel a teacher, the spirit, that
should guide his follawers into alll
truth. So he refrained from uttering
truths too advanced for his hearers
and cautioned his disciples not to cast
pepirls before swine, i. e., to give out
‘doctrines 8o far in advance of the spir-
itual development of their hearers
they they could not appreciate 'their
wvelpe! of beauty any more than swine
could; appreciate the beauty of pearls.
Gopd has dealt with humanity as we
deal with children. He has given to
every naticn and to every age truths
adapted to their development., (We
teachr a few elementary truths to our
childrenj of three or four years of age,
To! those of 10 or 12 we can give miore
@dvanced truth, and to our youth of
20 or 21 we can teach truths suitable
for young 'manhood or womanhood.

In the earliest times men got very
orude and even contradictory concep-
tions of God. At first He iwas a being,
awful in character, dreadful in His
fierce dealings with humanity, and
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only known as a being to be feared|
and propitiated by blood. Even in
0Old Testament times the conception;
of God was that, of a cruel and; jealous
ruler, an angry, frowning Jehovah
who was to be placated with a multi-
tude of offerings, and who required the
death of the offender if some slight
trajnsgriestion of his law were made
either wittingly or unwittingly. Jesus
came and his conception of God is
tha't of u loving Father, one whose love
went out to all men and who delighted
to hear and answer prayer. Now if
my proposition is true regarding God’s
revelption) to man you will see that it!
is a continuous revelation, 2 progres-
give revelation, a revelation to every
people and age, and if the character
of the truth revealed depends (as I |
claim' it must) on the ability of men
to receive it, then revelation is io con-
tinue forever and we have it to-day as
truly, aye, more fully, then in any
preceding age. Again, revelation ds
not, as men have taught, a reversal of
ordinary growth and development, not
an irruption of truth to any one peo-
ple or age, but a continupus divine
gtream of truth and inspiration to hu-
minity in every age and clime, and
limited orly by the capacity of the race
to: receive it. ;
If that be true, then we should be
looking in every age for new truth
outside the teachings of the fathers
and sometimes for truth so far sur-

_passing all the conceptions our fathers

formed as to appear not only new,
but contradictory, to their teachings.

Now; I have a few words to say on'
the attitude of the church toward new
truth. Unfortunately, from a variety
of causes this attitude has not been
generally what it should have been,
and enlightened men, pious men, men
of devout spirit, have often been re-
pelled from the church because the
church has assumed a hostile attitude
toward new ftruth. If we go hack to



the time of Christ we find the church-

mepn of His day were nat gympathetio

toward new truth. If any doctrine
came to the people thraugh the prieat-
hood the church would ‘hear it and
beed it, but if it came from an out-of-
the-way place, like Nazareth, they
would scorn and persecute it. It was
churchmen whoi put Jesus to the
shameful death of the cross. In Lu-
ther’s time, when he burled his ad-
wanced| ideaa like a bombshell intu the
camp of the Roman church, it was the
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psychic research. The scientific truthe
of telepathy, clairyvoyance, soul flight,
psychometry end propbecy are well |
established by incontrowvertible °evi-

dence, yet to mention them in certain
church ciroles is toostracise yourself.
Now why should new truths have to
geb into the church through the back
door? [Why should old opinions, old

- interpretationa of Scripture, old state-

churchmen of his '‘day who sought his’

life. In Wesley’s time, though he
preached the purest form of spiritual
truth that was proclaimed in his age,
yet the churchmen of his time drove
him out and he had to preach in grave-
yards and coal mines and on the mar-
kets. B i

menta of belief—all of whiich must re- -
fleot the igmorance and prejud.lce and
limitaticns of the age inwhich they
were formulated—bar the way to pro-
gress in our own day, ' Have we not &
right to our own views and our own

‘interpretations and our own creeds

I fear that, while our church preac‘h- i

ing and teaching is in many ways in
advance of that of any preceding age,
in| the attitude of church leaders to-
ward new truth there has been little
if any improvement, Is it not true
to-day that new truth is not heartily
welocomed) by the church—that church
leaders are afraid new truth may dis-
turb theological beliefs, and so fight
shy of it and often sneer at ittand de~
nounce it and then afterwards embrace
it. New truths in astromomy have
been denounced and men have been
imprisoned for accepting views that
churchmen thought{ contrary to the
Bible, but which anly proved contrary
to their misunderstanding of the Bible,
New truths in science are often con-
demned, and 25 years ago, it was very
common and very popular for preach-
ers to sneer at the evolution theory,
bub to-day it is no longer sneered at,
for there is arising im all intelligent
minds who bave candidly exemined,
the evidence, t
was 'the method™of creation, and no
scientistl of rote to-day denies iit. So it

and our own new truths equally with .
those who preceded us  Must we for-
ever wear the cast.off garments ot
past ages?

Another hindrance to receiving tha
truth is the belief so prevalent
among church people that the days of
inspiration have passed, never to re-
turn. I for one can mnever believe it.
I recognize the /inspiration of past
days. Christ had it—so had the apos-
tles and the prophets of earlier time.
No one, unaided of heaven, wrote the
sublime utiterances of ! Isaiah or the
13th of First Corinthiauns, and no one
uninspired wrote.

‘ There’s a wideness in God’s merc}.".

Why should inspiration be - limited
to one age?.- If possible in one agae
why not in andther ¢ If it came ta
Paul 1900 years ago it can come ta you
to-day. If John had it in Patmos you ..
may fiad @ modern Patmos and share
it also. In the broadest, truest sense
God is no respecter of persons. Heaven

‘is as near to earth to-day, God as lov-

» conviction that this.

is with new truths in philasophy and

ing and kind to-day, men as much (in .
need to-day, and truth as abundant
to-day, as in the ages when ' men:
are said to have poasessed this _ in-:
spiration, o

The truth is the tountam ni tnspx-

ot

L
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ration, is open to all who will climb
the beights where it is situated. = It
men can not attain it, it is only be-

- cause -they are too worldly, too much
the followers of pleagure, too se.fish,
and will not undergo ‘the mortification
‘of the flesh, the crucifixion of self, the
putting away of ignorance and doubt
and prejudice.

We must ‘learn the lawa that govern
our spiritual nature. We must de-
velop our spiritual faculiies so 'that
we can see and hear and realize apir-
itual things. We must wait upon God
~—alone and in silent expectation—lis-
ten for his voice. And we must set
ourselves about the spiritual education

The SCCIIC at

]

Excitement reigned in the Confer-
ence during the delivery of the defence.
It occupied nearly three hours and
was frequently interrupted by derisive
remarks and various noises. Pro-
tests were frequent. ‘A Rev. D. D.
arose in' a rage with flagshing eye and
flaming face during the reading of the
account of Sir .Wmr. ‘Crooke’s investi«
gatmn.s and declared that one of the
characters referred to was a fraud and -
that Dr., Austin knew. that she was a .
fraud, &ec. ‘Another ‘prominent mem-
ber of the Conference was 8o enrag-
ed’ at the 'mention of the scientific
authorities quoted (Zollner of Ger-
many, Crookes and Wallace) that he
wanted the speaker stopped and
thought that Conference should vote
onj the cape at once as the mention of
these authorities.in the Conference
would’ do incalculable harm in both
Canada and thelUnited States. All of
these imterruptions however, were
quieted, by the president, Rev. Waller
Rigsby wise took theé ground that the
Bpeaker had rights that could not be
ignored. The conduct of the presi-
dent was most impartial and the spirit

- clauses in the Discipline and

‘of our faculties ax the great buainess.

of our lives. If we do this we shall
not wait in vain. If we ascend the
spiritual Alps and hide in the cleft of
the rock we may not, indeed, hear His
‘voico In the fire or tempest or whirl-
wind, but we shall hear the stil} small
voice. Angels will become our com-
panions. Heaven will open its portals:
to our vision as it did to Stephen of

. old, and the boundury between sarth

and heaven_ will become so Jow and
narrow that the inhab’tants may. pass.
tooand fro at will. And then shall in-
spiration be the birthright of every
one thus spiritually educated. Amen.

Conference.

of fair play om the part of many lead-
ing members of the Conference was
commendable. It was only a com-
parative few ‘that interrupted. The:
interruptions, however, had the effect
of inducing the speaker to shorten his. -~
quotations and curtail and summarize
the mass of testimony he had before'
him. '

“1 met with much ‘kindness” Dr..
Austin remarked, to a friend. :“ Old
friends gathered around me and. plead
with me toitake advantage of certain
legall
technicalities &c., and to refrain from
open advocacy of Spiritualism. Re-
pocters, editors, visitors, members of’
the Conference and visiting. clergy-
men came to commend the sermon and
congratulate me, one editor .remark-
ing that the Conference had listened ‘to:
a good sermon for once, another of
the Detroit editors declaring through
his paper that if the sermon had been
preached in the United States.the peo-

_ple would have crowned me in place of

expelling,, me. Many of those . who
came to me adulitted they had witness-

ed these psychic phenomena jn their



own homes, &o., and knew they were
genuine: but thoughy I was imprudent
&o., &o., to take an open stand upon
them. Common honesty, however, re-
quired that the Conference should
know my positionand, I refused to ac-
cept their well-meant counsel. Mores
over, if I continued a Methodist min-
ister I would not do so in shackles.”
At the closs of the address the Rev. A.
B. Going, . A. the ¢plaintiff, took
the platform and proceeded to ‘“‘prove”
the chargus by comparing quotations
from Methodist standards with quot-
ations from Dr. Austin’s sermon and
extracts from Dr. Austin’s book,
‘“Glimpses of the Unseen.”” He read
lengthy accounts of investigations
where the medium was fraudulent and
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showed) how in'many cases the people
were deceived. His address was well
received by the Conference and ap-
peared to be perfectly satikfactocry,

thoughl its main propositions were all
admitted by Dr.' Austin’s addresa
which pointed out the fact that fraud-
ulent mediumship by no means pre-
cluded the genuine. It is worthy of
remark here that no one in the Con-
ference attempted to: meet the:
testimonies of Sir 'Wim. Crookes, C. F.
Zollnor, Alfred Russel Wallace, Dr.

George Sexton, Dr. Joseph Cook or en-
tered upon any refutation whatever’
of the Scriptuural passages Dr. Aus-
tin had adduced in defence of his

position. td



Address

OF

REY. DR. AUSTIN

At the London Annual Conference, Windsor, Juns 1st, 1899, on the oc-
casion of his trial for heresy.

Winnipeg, Man., May 26th, '99.

To the President and members of theg§ T.ondon Annual Conference of the

Methodist Church of Canada.

Dear Fathers and Brethren,—I stand
charged with heretical teaching un-
der four counts, based upon an ac-
knowledged, report of a sermon
preached/ in the Parkdale Methodist
church on Jan. Oth, of the current
year. The indiptment is made by the
Rev. A. H. Going, of Port Stanley, and
the trial by committee, as required by
discipline, took place at Aylmer on the
15th inst. 'At that trial I was nob
present, but a communication was
sent to the committee defending the
various extracts from the germon,
which had been challenged, as (a)
true, (b) Methodistic, and (c) Script-
ural.

‘A’ copy of thls communication is
herewith appended, and forms Appen-
dix Al'to this Defence. :

‘As the Committee have decided that
there was ground for the charges
made, and the matter thus comes be-
fare your Conference for decision, I
desire to kst forth in some detail (the
facts and reasons which lead me to

consider the views taught in theser-

mon, not only true, but also bothk
Methodistic and Seriptural.
Before entering directly upon the

charges, I shall make a few proposi-
tions which have, I conceive, a direct
leaning upon the points at issue be-
tween the complainant and myself,
and should, I believe, be kept in view
in reathing such a decision as will
meet the ends of justice and the cause
of truth.

1. I give full credit for sincerity and
hopesty of purpose to my ministerial
friends who believe it their duty to
prefer and sustain these charges. I
ask them and all other members of
the Conference to accord to me the
same sincerity and honesty of pur-
pose, and I sincerely hope—whatever
may be the issue of thia case—that
none but charitable thoughts and -
words will be indulged in, on either
side, during or after the Conference.
For msyelf, I purpose to pursue this
line of thought and aetion, while in
k.



mo degree disposad to give up my in-
-dividual rights of personal investiga-
tion of truth and my peraonal free-
dow in teaching what I know to be
true, I hope, even if the ‘Confarence
takes the most extreme view of the
amatter at issue, that while separated
in thought, I Bhall not be separated
in Christian sentiment from the
‘brethren of the London Conference
with whom it was my privilege to
dabor for so many years.

2. The case before the Conference is
‘a clear question of Scripture interpre-
fation. I am’ not charged with a
denial of revelation, with a rejection
of the Scriptures, or with atheistic or
.Ainfidel notions. It is not a queation
of believing too little. It seems clear
from the tenor of ithe charges that
in the Complainant’s view, I believe
too much., It'is a question of opinions
‘and of Biblical interpretalion. It is
true that the two charges referring to
“‘endless punishment” and the “‘divin-
ity of Jesus” bear upon doctrines vit-
ally important to Methodism. But Lthey
.are ‘chargesso utterly unsupported by
any statements or clear inferences
from the Sermon, that I can hardly
think the OComplainants serious in
proposing them-—save as padding to
the main charge in number four.

(I think I find in the Scriptures and
in the teachings of ecience to-day
clear evidence that certain views of
life, death and the future condition are
true, and believing these views much
xmore rational and inspiring and com-
forting to the human heart than the
older conceptions, I proclaim them.
My opponent holds they are hetero-
dox: I maintain they are Methodistic
.and BScriptural, at least, not antag-
onistic to cither Methodism or Scrip-
ture. I maintain they are true views
and therefore could only recant them
upon conviction of error, even if
Methodist teaching were opposed to

v
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them. I am indicted therefore for
axercvising my Protestant brithright,
private interprotation of the Soript-
urea.) & y
3. The hiatory of the Ohurch showa
a progressive development of Chris-
tian doctrine and continuous ckauge,
from age to age, in the Church’s con-
ception of the truth. With increas-
ing knowledge nf nature and of man,
the Church must and will broaden her ~
views of truth, and in the future, ss
in the past, the interpretations of
Beipture will be brought into bar-
mony with the advanced teachings of
of science. [No church ever had all
the truth, no creed ever. embodied all)
the truths of Bcripture or the truths
of science. In the past, too rigid
adherence to the creeds and eatablish-

9 ed doctrines of orthodoxy has often

led the Church into opposition 'to the
truths of science. IL is an historia
fact that churches have opposed scien-
tific truth and persecuted scientists
and afterwa received their teach-
ings. Through the Middle Agesthe
Church opposed nearly all the deduc-
tions of science. (So widely different-
have been the views of the Church on
the questions of authority in mmatters
of religion, that the heterodoxy of
one age has become the orthodoxy of
the next. It is comparatively esay to
tell what heresy is to-day; but who
can tell Avhat it will be to-morrow )
In view, therefore, of the history of
the past, in view of the progressive
nature of the revelation of truth to
‘the world, especially in view of the
large increase of scientific truth in
our own age, we contend that the
Church should hesitate to condemn
new truths, or even new theories, un- -
less clearly opposed to the basal doc-
trines of religion. The attitude of
the Church to the new truth coming
into the world—from whatever source
—should be sympathetic; and, while
she should try, test, prove, all things,



folding fast to that which is good in
past teaching, embrace every mnew
ﬁuth as soon as it is demonatrated,
‘and conseorate it to the service of
humanity. . |

4. The period in which we live is evi-

dently a period off kransition, This
is seen'in the faci that old interpre-
tations of Scripture are giving place
to new. Old conceptions of the meth-
od of Creation are no'longer popular,
and’the new conceptions of the divine
method in creation and government of
the world, are mow almost universal.
Old views of inspiration are no longer
generally held, and while the Church
bolds as steadfastly to the iuspiration
of Scripture as in past days, the popu-
lar view on this—as on nearly every
other doctrine and dogma—is the new
view. . The creeds are not changing
a8 rapidly as the beliefs of the people,
nor as mapidly as most men of pro-
gressive mind desire, yet an entirely
new meaning is, in many cases, read
mto the creeds, or a new interpreta-
tion put upon them.
" The change is olearly in the direc-
tion of greater latitude in individual
views, less importance being attached
to creed and more to character and
practical Christian living.

Hunting after heretics—except in
case of teaching flagrantly unscript-
ural or immoral—is therefore out of
fashion to-day and contrary to the
trend of public sentiment, and the
spirit of the times.

6. This is an age of great and in-
creasing liberality in all the cliurcheg
in regard to theological views.  The
common kentiment in all churches
seems in favor of emphasizing the es-
sential and fundamental doctrines in
which all the churches agree, and plac-
ing less importance upon the minor
doctrines and peouliar interpretations
of Scripture, in which 'the churches
d\itfe‘sr.‘ The Bupreme value of Christ-

17

like deed

nd life was never more fully,
insisted upon, and this being secured,
the Church of to-day grents large lib-
erty of individual opinion, juatly reck-
oning that a li% that is Christ-like
in deeds of ‘mercy, even if unorthodox,
is nobler ¢han the most ortnodox crecd
without them. In the public lifeof
Canada to-day and among her chosen
representatives, is a man whom no
one would select as an example of
orthpdoxy or piety, yet his devotion,
liberality and Christ-like zeal in be-
half of neglected children have won -
for him an imperishable fame with hig
countrymen, aund who shall say what
reward hereafter. A popular vote of
church members throughout Ontario
would endorse his as a noblen life and
a better creed than that of multitudes
of the men whb can repeat their,
Or: uos and Pater Nosters from begin-
ng to end—and are bereft of actxva
service to humanity. 3
The cry of ‘the age is ‘“Back to
Christ’’—which may be interpreted not
only as a call to the service of human~
ity, as the only true servicer of God,
but also as a demand for simpler,
plainer teaching, such asJesus Christ
gave to men. The immense popular-
ity of Bheldon’s workse with Christian
people is a clear indication of the
trend of church sentiment. “In:His
Steps” is “‘the vioice of one crying in the
wilderness,” calling men from theo-
logical disputing to deeds of practi-
cal Christianity. I
No previous age has witnessed such
widespread divergent teaching inthe
Christian Church on the one hand, or

such unity of sentiment about/ the ne~

cessity of OChristian living ‘on the
other. Bishop Colenzo, Dean Stanley
and Canon Farrar in the Episcopal -
Church, have shown how far men may
travel from' beaten theological paths
and still be accepted and accredited
representatives of that eminent bodv.
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In recent years we have had a Drum-
mond teaching Evolution; a Lyman
Abbott proclaiming his belief ia spirit
return; a Minot S8avage declaring hia
acoptance of the main teachingw of
Spiritualism; a Talmage in a recent
sermon on '‘Occupation in Heaven,” af-
firming that the departed saints not
only came back to this sphere, but also
take a more interested and active part
in the reforms of the'age than they
did in the flesh; a'Workman as Pro-
fessor in Victoria University, an-
nouticing as a result of his special

~and prolonged study of Oriental lit-

erature, views of Messianic Prophecy
so advanzed that the ** Conscript Fath-
ers” of che Church are -astounded; a
George Robertson Smith writing an
article on the DBible for the Encyclo-
paedia Britannica so divergent from
orthodox views of past days that he is
tried for heresy and acquitited; a
Canon Farrar preaching his doctrine
of Eternal Hope and a Macdonell of
Toronto, repeating that doctrine toa
Canadian audience. 'Within the ‘pres-
ent month Dr. George Adam Smith, of
Glasgow, has completed tha Yale Lec-
tures on preaching on the Lyman
Beecher foundation. According toa
report before me in ‘the Congregation-
alist of Boston, he declared that it is
now impossible to look upon all parts
of the Bible as .of equal divinity; that
the Church has as'much liberty, right
and inspiration to make a new. canon
of Scripture for to-day as she ever had
in the past ; that the Book of sGenesis
is a four-fold document, Isaiah is a
dual production and the Prophets are
compilations; that parts of the Pen-
tateuch are later than Moses ; and that.
the attempts of the Church to enforce
a literal interpretation and acceptance
of the Old Testament have heen disas-
trous. MWithin a fortnight Prof. J.
W, A. Stewart, D.D., of Rochester Uni-.
versity, addressing the Alumni of Mc-

. His rights are not bounded by

Master University, declared that

Ohristiamity and Evolution now dwelt

side by side. He declared in favorof.
the Higher Oriticisrn, and asserted:
there wap a marked reaction in our
age towards faith and towards the

spiritualistic wview of nature and

destiny. o

These are pertinent illustrations of
the widely divergent thought that
characterizes the teachings of the dif-
ferent churches, and illuatrations, I
am glad to say, of a noble liberality
that pervades the Christian Church
generally. .

The question brought before the
Conference by these charges is aclear
question of the right of investiga~
tion. Every man, I claim, has anin-
herent right to know,all that can be
known about humanity — that is
about the soul and its manifestations.
the
limits of thought in past ages. What
the ‘“Fathers” thought and taught
may be interesting and insgtructive,’
but in no sense/forms a barrier toour
investigations to-day.

The truths formulated in creedsand
sermons by our fathers are not Chin-
ese Walls—beyond which it is/immoral
or wicked to travel.

By a, divine ordination (prior to
any Conference ordination) and as sac+
red as the instincts.of the soul itself,
every man is an original investigator
of truths, and no church court or
Conference can bar Buch ‘investigation
without impugning man’s intellectual
faculties and questioning the wisdom
of the Creator. ;

A minister, I claim, has the same
right to investigate, the same right
to know the truth' as other men, and
where the truth concerns the human
soul and the future life, he: hag. a
hundred-fold more motive and reason
for research. For ig he not a physic-
ian of Bouls, and how can he minister



successfully 'if ignoraut of man’aspir-
itual nature, and the wonderful pow-
ers inherent in the soul itself ¢ It'is
not only ' the inherent right and
privilege of the minister to study
Psychology ; it is  his business,
~ his duty to study it, that he may be
' the better fitted for his ministerial
work. He is under-special obligation,
from the very nature‘of his calling to
‘study human nature—not only theo-
retically and historically from thetext
book, but practically and experiment-
ally from' the soul itself. He should
stixdy, not only the normal, but
also the abnormal man—the clairvoy-
ant, the sensitive, the dreamer of
dreams, the prophet, the healer, and
glean from one and all, every pos-
sible fact as to man's spiritual pow-
ers and the laws which govern itheir
development.

Why should a minister be ignorant
of truths that can be dembnstrated
about man’s psychic powers? Isnot
the soul of man' a {book of revelation
to everyone who will study, it? Why
should a minister of Jesus Christ be
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indifferent to questions qtfecting{the‘

soul with which his life work is prin-
oipally concerned? ‘Why should he
be a craven to fear; the 'taunts of ig-
norance br the ories of bigotry, or
ocowardly enough togive up his search
for truth—even if required to seekit
in  disreputakle quarters. The
world’s choicest MRevelations ‘and
grandest Reformers have often come
out of despised Nazareths. ¢

I claim, then, as a (minister, it is
not only my right but a sacred duty
to investigate and find out all tMat
ocan be/ known about the marvellous
psychic powers of fiumanity. It is not
a disgrace but an honor to
be an investigator in this field
and I spurn the implied allegation in
these charges that Methodism prefers
“ignorance a8 the midther of devotion

to free investigation which is always
the mother of a larger and nobler
faith. ' ¢

I .egret as insulting to the church,
with which auy family has been al-
lied for four generations, the' impli-
cation lavolved in thess charges, viz.,
that Methodisn—born and cradled aa
she was in n University and the pro-
lific mother of Colleges and learned
men—is either afraid of investigation
ar ready ‘to condemn her ministers for
soeking to test and probe every cur-
rent theory and dootrine concernlng
the spiritual nature 'of man. I assert
then fpr myself and for my fellaw:
ministers an unlimited right of inves-
tigation in psychic research,and, so
far as the teaching of the truths of
Psychology is concerned, our only
limitations are the standards of Metho-
dism and the Bible. (It cannot be
shown that the teachings of my ser-
mon are contrary to Methodist ‘theo~
logy or the truths of the Bible).

To ignore psychic investigation and
treat with indifference or contempt
the researches of such a body of
Scientists and Divines as the Society
for Psychical Research in England —
many of them among the first names
in Science and Theology in Europe—
is to write one’s self down a¥ behind
the age and incapable of progress:
Such indifference to  demonstrated
facts and to the wonderful progress
of this age in the experimental study
of Psychology, is whalt gives point and
effect to the statement oft hurled at
us by our enemies, that the orthodox
man is fche‘man who stopped thinking
forty years ago.

This duty of the minister to investi-
gate the Psychic phenomena of to-day
is imperative “whether the deduat
drawn from this phenomena be true
or false, The genuine phenomena ad-
duced in behall of Spiritualism and at-

tested by scientific investigations im .

all parts of the world as oocurring un-

/l



der thy strictest test conditions, has
never been acoounted for satisfactor-
ily unless we accept 'the ‘theory of
teturn. Willions of menr and
women — {ntelligent, devout, truth-
loving—many of them after years of
patient investigatjon, accept this be-
lief In spirit return which John Wes-
ley held us the only possible explana-
tion of the genuine phenomena.

[s there any other possible explana-
tiont If there be any other explana-
tion .the opponents of the spiritual
philosophy ehould bring it forth and
solve the riddle of the Sphinx. 0

fAs I shall show wihen I came shortly
to treat of this phepomena and the
testimony that supports its genuine-
ness, there is no other theory offered
in explanation that meets the case.
My contention then in brief is this:
The Christian Church should examine,
test and prove this phenomena and if
genuine, seek a rational explanation.
It no other explamation but that of
spirit return will meet the case then
tthe philozophy of spiritualism should
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atiom. It shows powers and faculties
in the human soul through which the
revelations of the past ages came into
tbe world, The Spiritual Philosophy,

. emnbraces the teaching of telepathy,

be accepted. If the spiritual theory -

is capable—as it is claimed — of
scientiric demonstration, then it
should be accepted and proclaimed to
the world. If this theory emhodied a
truth it 18 a great d¢ruth, one of the
most important ever discovered. If a
truth the doctrine of spirit return is
pregnant with meaning to humanity.
If true, Spiritualism approaches very
nearly to a scientific demonstration
of the soul’s immprtality, —
for it shows that conscious-
ness, reason and affection survive the
change called deathu If it, be true, it
furnishes what is most needed in this
muaterialistic age—~a  demonstration,
here and now, in ten thousand homes
of the blessed fact that death does not
end all, and of the possibility of spir-
it Teturn to-day as in the early ages.
If torue, Spiritualismjthrows a flood of
light on the metbods of divine revel-

elairvoyance. inspiration, healing, pro-
phecy, &v., &p., and these-all flnd il-
lustration and exemplification, again
and dgain, in the Secriptures, ‘Tele-
pathy once demonatirated, proves thati .
the scriptural doctrine of inspiration
has a solid basis in the powers of the
human soul. Clairvoyance once pro-
ved, demonstmates the possibility and
the probability that tho 'clairvoyant
powers claimed for the prophets of old,
were uctually exercised by them-—and
hence must render the  scripturak
statement less difficult of =~ accepts
ance by the sceptical andi scientitic
mind. Prophecy demonstrated to-day
renders it quite easy to accept the
claims of prophetic powers by the
prophela of -old.
to my mind the only rational phllom~
phy of answer to prayer in a umverse
governed by fixed laws. .
But how can ministers demnustrato
either the truth or falsity of the Spirs
itual Philosophy unless they study ib
theoretically. and investigate it ex-
perimentally:? If they regard it as ai
bug-aboo, i€ they ignore its vast liter-
ature and fail to comprehend itx
philosophy—which is,both  rational
and Scriptural—they must expect that
their ‘public utterances and denunci-
ations will excite only contempt from:

that large and rapidly increasing army :

of investigators who are seeking a so- .
lution of these spiritual mysteries.

6. Whpt then are we to do if: we
find a fact or class of faots demon<
strated by scientific investigation or
proven by buman experience which
does not harmonize with current orth-
odox -belief ¥ Are we to discard ther
Scriptureg—from  which we haver
drawn our beliefs and which heliefs. .
are therefcre only a set of interpre< .

Telepathy furnishes - |



tations of Soripture-—~and rush madly
into atheism or agnisticism # By no
meanp.’ [We are simyly to'do what our
tothera in every age of ehvrch hiss
tory have done—revise our interpre-
tations of Scripture snd thus harmon-
ize our conceptions of truth reveal-
ed with the truths discovered in na-
ture. (Whatever theury of inspiration
mialy become the future faith of the
church, I hawve personally no doubt|
that the lofty charmcter of spiritual
truth contained in\the Scriptures and
the inherent vnlue of that truth to
bumanity will make the Bible a text
book for humanity as long as'the world
standg, The Bible and the church en-
dure through the centuries, but the
oreetls and symbols of the faith pre-
sent ns one looks back over the past
ages, a shifting panorama, and this
seeths likely to be the history of the
future.

‘We need not tenr, therefore, e:ther
the new truths, of science, or the re-
eults of the widest and freest investi-
gation, nor the new interpretationa
of Scripture, It ia time that avery-
thing that can be shaken, be removed
that the thingwtﬂmt cannot be shaken
may remain. t

‘Only we must not put the wine of
new truth nnd new interpretations in-
to the old bottles, lest, they burst.

7. A clear distinction should be made
by the conference between the posi-
tion of ore of its members who, in-
veptigating genuine phenomena ac-~/
cepts the theory of Spirit return as
the only possible explapation of all
the facts, and) seeks to harmonize the
phenomena and theory of spiritual-
ism with Scripture and Christianity,
and the position of another who takes
thie theory. of spirit retuwrn as a point
of depurture inta wildest vagaries and
boldest opposition to revelation. For
myself, I hold|to nothing in the phen-
omena apd theory of Spiritualism!
which I cannot wmply support, as I
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shall ebow, by incontrovertible testi~
mony of witneppes and by tho pldu
teachings of the Bible, .

I use the phenomena end phllosonhy
of Spirltualism, therefore, ta strength~
en and confirm the hiatoric records
of Scripture rather tban an instru-
ment for overturning this faith.

B. Another considergiion huwving, ¥
think, a direct bearing on:the case be~
fore the Conference, in the prabable
result of Conference aution upon thaer
church and the community | at
large. While the individaal can-
not escape criticlam, adverse or
friendly, the action nf  the
Conference in a cage of thir kind, is
sure to excite wide uttention and, i
cond¢emmpitory in chrracter, to pro-.
voke much discuassion, oriticism and
censure, 'While the charges are laid
and the action instituted against my;
humble self, another trial is going on
and encther decision is being reached
in which ithe acition of the Conference
will find public comriendation or cen-
sure. ' ”

This Conference is before the' bax
of public opinion and if it pronounces
o judgment out of harmony with in-
dividual liberty and the Mberal senti-
ment of this age, a judgment for ex-
ample, that would deprive a ministen
of his standing for exorcising his
right of investjgation, and full right
of freest discussion within the limits
of the Discipline and the Bible, then
the Conference will not, cannot escape
public condgmngition.

It is true this fact is no reason why
the Conference should not perform ita
duty—for duty must be done regard-
less of public appraval or disapproval
—yet this congjderation iz of such
weight that Conference should hesi-
tate to take any adverse action where .
there is a shadow: of doubt that the
teaching in queation is unscriptural or
un-Methodigtio.

‘A’ humble individual like myself may.



be in error, and make mistakes, and
the consequences, while serious to him-
self, may nit be very important to
soojety. But a mistake by a Confer-
ence wnuld be a serious mistuke and a
mislortune to society at large.

And now before entering on the
charges, a fow words of a  personal
ohajraoter, will help to olear the

ground and give you'all a readier and
olearen view of my position. I do nat
mbsume to know, all ‘the ‘truth, or to be
infallible. [ do not believe in an in-
Apllible church nor in infallible men,
mor in an infallible book, There {s not
al member of this Conference at whpose
‘foet I would not sit gladly to learn the
‘truth. Many of you are well qualified
‘tot instruct mel in many things. I am
-mmady at any hour to buy truth .of
:mnly one—to give up old opinions for
“better ones, old and narrow concep-
“tions for newjand broader and clearer
-ones, But I cnnndt part with viewa
which are the growth 'of some years of
:atudy and research, views demonstrat-
-od( correct injn‘a vast variety of ways,
without clear evidence aof their un-
sound chaxaeter.
% The viewa I hold are all supported
%nd proved by Scripture. True ‘they
differ from some of the current popu-
lar interpreftations. This defence will
show plainly, my position in regard to
the sermon and the charges based upon
it. A |
I bave never attacked the doctrine
of eternal punishment nor the atone-
ment, nor the divinity of Jesus nor
the inspiration of Scripture. As tothe
finality of revelatfon I reject it—if
there) ia such|a doctrine taught in our
standards. It is contrary to the teach-
ings of Jesus as ta the work of the
Comforter, contrary to the promises
and prophecies concerning millenial
times, can never be reconciled eitner
with human nature or divine justice,
and contrary 'to tacts of human ex-
' perience to-day. 1t isnot a trua doc-
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trine, nor is bt contained an any true
interpretation in the fable.

My position on Payohio Research and
Modern Spiritualism is virtaally the
samo as that of Dr. Minot Savage of
Boaton, Dr. Lyman Abott, and Joseph'
Cook—viz., that the phenomena fonnd
in modern psychio research is abso-
lutely genuine., ‘The Interpretation is
toeday the bnly question among in-
vestigators.

At present—though open to convic-
tion—the only interprethtion I have
found to meet the facta of the case {s
that of spirit manifestation. I insist
on unlimited right ot investigation and
maintain that the demonsatrated phen-
omgnga| now before the world from
scientific men, the vast impartance of
the subjeot in its relations to theology
and sglence and the teachings of Scrip-
ture, ail unite to render this one ofthe
most impprtant problems of the age
for ministers and christians generally.

‘As the report of the action of the
Comiumittee did not reach me until
Thursday, May 18th. I have only had
the lelsure hours of a few week's time
to prepare this defence. I - fear
therefore there will be some ‘re-
petition and apparent need of revlsion.
I trust, however, that it will be clearly.
intelhigible to all, and, if not, I whalk
gladly answer, so far as I canf, any
questions based on the cha. ges, or. the
passages quoted from the sermon in
their support, only| I must insist, n
view of the great importance of the

subject, at least, to  maysalf,
that s8uch ‘questions be ipro-
posed in writing, and I have

time to formulate a written answer.
The brethren of the Conference will
see that I am obliged from my wvery
pogition to prepare) a paper; that will -
perve two uses, viz. &/ defence to the
conference und, if necessary to the
Christian public at lange. y

I am here then to defend, if I cam,
the sermon and to ask from the Con-



perence, what I/am sure they all want
to givo me, A faig trial and no favor,
Ap I bave answensd, I think, with sut-
fiolent fulneas the first:three charges.
whinh 1 believe could never have been
poriously intended by the complain-
nnt, but rather as introduotiony and
pupport to the fourth charge, and as
the Committee conaider my sermon
commits me to a belief in, and defence
of, the wain proponmition of Modern
Spiritualism and some members of the
Conference may take the same view,
1 now proceed to shaw that, there is not
in the mere belief 'of spirit return and
spirit communication anything ocou-
trary to soripture or Methodism.

I shall endeayvor{ to prove the three
following propositions: 1. The Phen-
omeny, of Modern ‘Spiritualism is igen-
uine phenomena, i. e it cannot be
aceounted for as the result of fraud,
imposition, &o., or as the result of any
known laws of the (physical realm. 2.
The agency of departed friends of the
departed is the only theory that ex-
plains all the facts of this spiritual
phenomena. 3. The belief in spirit re-
turn and communication is neither un-
Methodistic nor un-Scriptural. I wish
then first of all to establish the reality.
and genuineness of the Spiritual Phen-
omena. But while a considerable por-
tion of the Phenomena shown in pab-
lic halls and seances may be account-
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ed for as the result of artifice and de-
ception, it cannot be doubted thattha
greater part of the Phenamena of tho
home and private life, and the Dhene
omena that couxts the light and s
given under mfriotest test conditions,
is genuine In its character,

But it may be maid, if part of the °
phenomena of Spirituallem is, by its
dofenders, admitted to be ‘fraudulenty
why may not further investigaitiona
phow the remainder has been the re-
suit of fraud &v., alsa$ We answens
1. Much of the phendmena ocours with--
out the pregence of amy recognized
ppiritualist, in the home oircle, not
only without previous announcement.
or expectation, but often ta the great
discomfort and annoyance of the
parties concerned. ‘The noises that so-
disturbed and annoyed the Wesley
family furnish a case in point. 2. The:
phencmena in the presence of sensitiv«
e= is of such a (varied charuacter) is so-
abundant, is so parsonal, sc utterly
aptounding, (s given under suoh o
variety of test conditions and isgsup=~
ported by such| a weight of expert
teptimony from men|, whose judgment
and standing are beyond all ques-:
tion, that no one ‘whio has ever inves-
tigated candidly and, fully this phenw
omena ungder the best conditionsy
doubts for a single moment its gen-
uineness. R e ]



10 THE CHARACTER OF THE SPIR-
ITUAL PHENOMENA.

It may be asked by some one what
is. the nature of this phenomena, the
existence of which| is supposed to de-
monptrate the theory of spirit return,
I answer, it assumeis a veriety of forms
among which are thefollowing : -~
\ Sounds produced il wood, metal; ox
upon various objectsiin the room, evi~
dently controlled by some intelligence
pnd used as the media off conversation;
the movement of objects such as chairs,
tables, musical instruments, without
contact with the humanbody or, with-
owt mechanical contrivance, such
movements being intelligently con-
trolled to answer iquestions, produce

" music, &p.f theproduction of an inde-
pendent vofce directed; by an intelli-
gence in conversation and in song ; the
presence of lights such as are 'said to
have accompanied spirits manifesta-
ition ‘in all ages; the dematerializa-

tion of objects so as to allow
the passage of matter through
matter and its materialization

again in original form ; the production
of written communications, or so-call-
od spirit writing under such circum--
gtances as preclude( the possibility of
its being the work of the/medium{or of
any of the circle, the materialization
of hands or other parts of the body
or the full form, tangible and visible
and capable of motion and able to

move objects about the room ; play
upon instruments, sing songs, deliver
pddresses—all of which materialization
and action and subsequent,dematerial-
fzation taking place in the light and
witnessed concurrently by scores of
pgpectators; the levitation of the
human form and the carrying of heavy
objects about the room . apparemtly
floating through the air and often,
touching! the ceiling of .the room ;'the
production in some occult manner of
€lowers, perfume and) the bringing of
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objects, from: & distance,under -circum-
stances that implled their passage
through matter. ;

11. A PERSONAL STAMEMENT.

I had purposed, when 1 first deter-
mined on this(defence ta glive in detail
a serfes of my oww experiences as a
reason and justification for -belief in
the Phenomenw and "Theory of Spirit-

uelism, Several reasons have' led me -

to declde against this course, the| chief
of which is that a detailed account -
of such persomal experiences and a
statement of whati 1 have witnessed,
would almost fill a small
volume and would be, after all} but the
testimony of one witness, whereas the
testimony-of great names in literature, -
science, art; and religion, is at hand -
and this will better serve, my immed-
iate purpose. 4
Somer day, should ithe occasion arise,
1 will give to the public 'a series of
these experiences in Psychic Research,
which will be ample justification for
any views I have expressed either im
favor of the Phenomena or| the Phil-
osorhy of Spiritualism. I contentyny-
self thevefpre at ' present with jthe fol-
lowing general statement, All the
phenomena  § have described
above Y 'myself have witnessgd,
— except the passage; of
mptier through maftber, the levita-
tions of the. human body .and the pro-
duction of flowerg—and I have wit-
negsed all this over and over again"
under circumptances utterly preclud-
ing the possibility of fraud. In the -
quiet home circle ,where no prepara-
tion had been made land no one' antici-
pated a wisit ; in the room where all
ingress or egress was'positively barred -
and no confederate could be lurking;
with the medium of continental repu-
- tatipn and with gthe medium unknown °
outside the limits ‘of ther \home circle ;
under ccnditions rendering ‘the ' pro-

.
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duction of the ;phenomena on 'the part,
of the medium| o= by any, one in the
circle, m physical (mpossibility; in
Toronto, Rochester, Detroit, Buffalo,
Chicago, New York), under a great: var-
fety of cirocumstances and with full
opportunity of inveatigation before,
during and after the seances; with
people to whomy I was anj utter strang-
er and with people well known ; under
eonditions of my own imposing and
with single desire| to know the truth
and, that only, I have seen again and
again this phenomena produced, heard
these voices from the angel world,
caught their living words of instruc-
tion and inspiration fresh from angelic
lips, seen their, forms materializing
and dematerializin: like a cloud vanish
ing from sight, held them by, the hand,
and have felt their hands in benedic-
tiom on my jhead, and have learned to
know and trust, and love those in-
habitants of the spirit world, individ-
ually even as I know{ and trust and
love friends in the flesh. ’

I have asserted that the Phenomena
is so varied, personal, so abundant,
so perfectly astounding in character,
given under such a variety of circum-
stances and supported by such a
weight of expert: testimony that it is
impossible to. doubt its genuinemess,
whatever interpretation is put upon
it.

I now proceed to summon as witnes-
ses some means too well, known
in the literary and scientific
world to require any introduction to
the reading public.

12, SIR. (WML CROOKS.

Professor Crooks, F. R. S. is with-
out doubt, one of the foremost men of
science to-day. After Lord Kelvin and
‘Alfred Russell Whllace (now that Tyn-
dall and Huxley ure .dead) {there 18 no
mun of science whose name is quite
& well-known to the public or held
in higher respect by the Fellows of the
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Royal Bociety. He invented the Rad-
iometpr—ap instrument which - first
demonstrated the dynamic force of,
light in dnivingl B machine) of very
peculiar construction. He also invent-
ed the vacuum tubes, called after him
the Crookes Tubes, which produeod
those peculiar rays, the wonderful
power of which Roentgen has lately,
demongiragted. He discovered the
metal Thallium. In 1865 he discover-
ed the Sodium/ Amalgamation process
for meparating gold and silver fromi
their ore, Ak a chemist, as an author
of distinguished scientifio works, as
a discovprer; he has been repeat-
edly honored by the Royal Society of
England and the French Academy of
Sciences and his name is imperishably,
identified with the advanced chemistry
of the preseat. century.

Twenty eight years ago there. was
published an article in the’Quarterly
Journa! of Science in which Mr.
Crookes set forthi what shonld be the
attitude of sciemtificy men toward this
Spiritualistic Phempmena. It shows
that he began the invedtigations in
no sympathetic-spirit. 'His attitude was
one of scepticism and,in fact, he tells
us he beiieved the whpla affair was a
superstition, or at least an unexplain-
ed trick. He was repelled by the reck-
less assertiqns, the illogical arguments
and the crass ignorance of many ad-
vocaites of the Spiritual philosophy.
He held that the first requisite im
proper) investigation was to be sure of
the facts and the actual facts could

- not ' be obtained except hy the mosti*

careful and painstaking experiments .
of men qualified 4o ‘make'them under
the strictest test conditions. He set

himself to work to devise instrumentits . .

for scientifically sifting and testing
the phenomena and proceeded with his.
investigations under tHe most perfect
conditions. He soon became convinec-
ed .thai some of the phenomena was
beyond explanation by any kngwn law,



buthe did not |nccept at this time the
theory» af apirit return as the true
explavafion, In 1874 he published in
‘the quargerly Journal of Sclenge
* Notes of an ‘Enquiry into the phen-
omena called Spiritual” He hadibeen
then investigating four years. The
paper gives a! plain statement of a

. series of investigations conducted in
his own home, under ‘the strictest test
‘conditions he could devise and in the
presence of o few competent' witnesses.
These experiments were conducted in
the light, in various rooms of tis
hpuse, and sceptica were admitted as
well as believers in the .Spiritual the-
ory.

WHAT OCCURRED UNDER THESE
CONDITIONS ¢

‘We answer, every one of 'the follow-
ing phenomenn, as he declared “in
my own house, in the: presence of
trustworthy witnesses and under as
strict test conditiony as I could de-
vise.”, Below we give a list of those
remarkable occurirences for the oc-

currence of which the President of the .

British Association for the Advance-
ment of Science is willing to stake his
world-wide reputation.

It may be well to state here that
Sir (William has fully ‘accepted the be-
‘lief in spirit return as the only ration-
al solution of the Phenomena and at
the'recent tmeeting of the British As-
socibtion has re-affirmed the reality
of the phenomenal and his belief con-
cerning it. Here then is the list of
occurrences which converted one of
the world’s greatest scientists to a be-
lief in Spiritualism:

VERIFIED PHENOMBNA.

- Every occurrence, for the truth of
which the vouches, he declares took
place\ “ in my own house, in the pres-
ence of trustworthy witnesses, and un-
der, as strict test conditions as I could
devise.”” Now let us see the mere lList
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‘of, these ocourrences, for the reality of

which hie stakes his reputation.

1. The movement of heavy bodies
without contact; but without mechan-
ical exertion.

2. The phenomena of pereussivo and
other allied sounds.

B. The alteration of weight bodies.

4. Movemgnits of heavy asubstances
when at a ‘distance from the medium.

6. The rising of tables and chairs off -
the ground, without contact with |any
person.

6 .The levitation of human bemgs

7. Movement of various small arti-
cles without contact with 'any person.

8. Luminous appearances. |

9. The appearance of hands, either
self-luminous or visible, by ordinary
light.

10. Direct writing.

11. Phantom forms and faces.

12. Special instances which sesm to
point to the agency of an exterior in-
telligence. 1

13. Miscellameous occurrences of a
complex character.

To these must be added:

1. The handling' of red-hot: coals by
the medium.

2. The materialization of  spirit
forms. i t

THE FIRE TEST. .« ' |

i

“We may, however, quote his de- '
scription of the fire test, which he
communicated to Part XV of the pro-
ceedings of the S. P. R. The notes
were made during the seance of May
9, 1871, at the house of Miss Douglas,
81 South Audley street. There wers
present besides Mr. Crooks ,Mr. Home,
the medium, Miss Douglas, Miss Greg-
ory, Mr. O. R., Mr. Jones, W. F.—seven
persons in all.

Mr. Home sank back in his chair
with his eyes closed, and remaimed
atill for a-few minutes. He then rose
up: in a trance pnd/made signs for his
eyes to be.blindfolded. This was done.




He walked about the room i an( unde-
cided) sor’. of manner, come up td each
of the eitters' and made some remark
toy them. e went ito the candle 'on a
side table (close to the large table)
end! passed his fingers backwards and
forwards through the flame several
times so slowly that they must have
been severely’ burnt under ordinary
circumstances. [He| then held his fin-
gers up, smiled and nodded as ; if
pleased, tooki up a fine cambrio hand-
kerchief belonging to Miss Douglas,
folded it up on his right hand and
went to the fire. Here he threw off
the bandage from his eyes, and by
means of thel tongs lifted a piece of
redhot charcoal from the centre and
deposited it on the folded cambrio;
bringing it across the room, he told us
to put out the candle which was on
the table, knelt down close to MraaW.
F. and spoke %o her about it in a low
voice, Occasionally he fanned the coal
tiol @ white heat with his breath. Com-
ing a little further round, the room,
he spoke to Miss Donglas, saying: “We
shall have to burn a very|smal’ hole in
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the handkerchief. We have a reason .

for this which; you do not see.” Pre-
sently ae took the coal back to the
fire and handed the handkerchief to
Miss Douglas. A small hole about half
an inch in diameter 'was (burnt in the
centre, and there were two  small
points near it, but it was not even
singed anyhere else, (I took the hand-
kerchief away with me, and on testing
it in my laboratory found that it had
not undergone the slightest chemical
preparation which could *have render-
ed it fireproof.)

Mr. Home again went to the fire, and
after stirring the hot coal about with,
his hand, took out a redhot piece near~
1y as big as an prange, and putting it
on his right hand, covered it over with
his left hand so as to almost: complete-
ly enclose it, and them blew, into the
small furnace thus extemporised until

the lump of charcoal was nearly white+
hot, and then drew my attention to the
lambent flame which was flickering
over the coal and licking round his
fingers ; he fell on his knees, looked
up in' a reverent manmer, held up the
coal in front and said: ‘‘Is not God
good ¢ Are not his laws wonderful §"*

Going again to.the fire, he took out
another hot coal with his hand and'

holding it up said to me, “Is not that
a beautiful large bit, William? ‘Wi
want bo bring that to you. Pay no at-
tention at presenk.” The coal, how=-
ever, was not brought, Mr. Home-
said : “ The power is going,? and soom:
came back to his chair and wokel vp.
Mr. O. R. left at: 11 o'clock. After:
this nothing particular took place.

The {ollowing refers to a somewhat.

similar incident:

Extract from a letter from' Mr. Crook-- .

es to Mrs. Honeywood describing anx
incident at a seamce on April 28th|,
pnd incorporated im Mrs, Honey-
wood’s notes of the seance. . - . . ¢t

At Mr. Home's request, wiflst he
was entranced, I went with him to the
ﬁreplace in the back drawing-room.
He saiil, ** We want you to notice par-
tlcularly what Dan is doing.” Axcord-
ingly I stood close to the fire and

and stopped down! to it when he put -

his hands in. He very deliberately:
pulled the lumps of hoti coal off, one
at a time, with his| rightt hand, and:
touched one which was bright red. He
then said, *“ The power is notj strong on
Dan’s hand, as we have been influenc-
ing the handkerchief most. It is more
difficult to influencei an  inanimate
body like that than living flesh, so, as
the circumstances were: favorable, we
thought we would show you, thati we
could prevent a redhot coal from burn=
ing a handkerchief. We will collect
more power on the handkerchief, and
repeat it before you. Now!"” = |



" ®r, Home then 'waved the handker-
chief abouf in the air two or three
tinmwes, held it up above hia head and
then folded ik up and) laid it onl his
hand like a cushion ; putting hiapther
hand into the fire, took out a large
lump of cinder redhot at; the lower
part and placed the red; part on the
hiandkerchief, Under ordinary  cir-
cgumstances it would have been ini a
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blaze. In about half a minute he txk
it off the handkerchief with his hand, -
saying, ‘‘ jAs the power ix nat strong,
it we leave the coal longer it  will
burn,” e then put it on his hand and
brought it to the table in the fronp
room, where all but myself had re-
mained seated. i

(Signed) WILLIAM CROOKES. :

The Materialization of Spirits.

In the materialization seances giv-
en’ by Miss Cook iin Professor Crookes’
‘laboratory, his library was used a#
the dark cabinet., Miss Cook, who
twas a constant visifor at his house,
was under strict surveillance — not
even being allowed to sleep by herself.
She would go direct, from the dinner
table ‘to the library, lie down on'the
floor with her head on' the pillowand
pass into a trance. Then the spirit
known as Katie King would mater-
ialize. Katie allowed Professor
Orookes to touch her, 'to follow herin-
to the cabinet, where he sometimes

saw her and her medivm together, but -

usually found no one but Miss Cook;
Katie having instantaneously disap~
peared. In order {o preclude any
possibility of mistake, it was decided
to photograph Katie and her mediurm
at the same time. ' Five complete sets
of photographic apparatus were fitted
up and all five| were; brought to hear
upon Katie .at the same moment,
Envery night in one week there were
three or four exposures of plates in
the five cameras, and ag a result he
obtained 44 megatives, some inferior,
some indifferent, and some excellent.
He obtained ome photograph of the
two together. Katie was seated in
front of Miss Cook’s head. ‘It wasa
| fommon thing for the seven or eight of
| us in the laboratory to see Miss Cook
and Katie at the same time under the

full blaze of eicctric light.” Mr.
Crookes was photographed standing:
beside Katie and afterwards with Miss
Cook, dressed like Katie, in the same
position. Her portrait was identical
in both, but Katie was half a head
taller than Miss Cook. Mr. Crookes
says,:

“I have the. most absolute certainty
that Miss Cook and Katie are two sep~
arate individuals so far as their bodigs
are concerned, several little markson
Miss Cook’s face are absent on Katie's.
Miss Cook’s hair ig so dark a brown
as almost to appear a black; a lock of
Katie's, which is now before me,and
which she allowed me to cut'from her
luxuriant tresses, having first braced
it up to.the scalp, and satisfied myself
that it actually grew there, is arich
golden; huburn. On one evening I
timed Katie’s pulse. It beat steadily
at 75, while Miss Cook's pulse, a little
time after, wasigoing at its usualrate
of 90.

Katie, indeed, seems to have been
much superior to her medium. Mr
Crookes says:

“Photography is as inadequate to de-
pict the perfect beauty of Katie's face
as words are powerless to describe her
charms of manner. Photography may
indeed give a imap .of her countenance,
but how can it ‘reproduce the brilliant'
urity of her complexion, or the ever
varying expression of her most mobile



features. Now overshadowed with
sndness when relating some of the
pitter experiences of her past life;
pow smiling with all. the innocence of
happy girlhood when she had eollect-
ed my children around her and was
amusing them by recounting anec-
dotes of her advantures in India.”

TEH ACCORDION PLAYED BY UN-
' SEEN HANDS.

After (he Katie King materializa-
tions it is, indeed, a descent to the
comparatively vulgar phenomenon of
the playing of the accordion without
human touch. It isiinteresting, how-
ever, as illustrating the careful pre-
cautions taken by Professor Crookes
against fraud.

The apparatus prepared for the
purpose of ‘testing the movements of
the accordion consisted of a cage form-
ed of two wooden hoops, respectively 1
foot 10 inches and 2 feet in diameker,
gonnected ‘together by 12 narrow,
Jaths, each 1 fool 10‘inches long, so as
to form a drum~shaped frame, open at
the top and bottom; round this 50
yards of insulated copperwire were
wound in 24 rounds, each being rather
Jess than an inch from its; neighbor.
These horizontal strands of wire were
then netted together firmly with a
gtring, so as to form meshes rather
less than two inches long by one
inch high. The height of this caga

my dining table, but be too close to
the top to allow, of the hand beingin-
troduced into the interior, or to ad-
it of a foot being pushed under-
eath it. In another room weretwo
Grove's cells, wires being led from
them into the dining room for con-
nection, if desiraple, with the wire
urrounding the cage.

“The accordion was a .new one, hav-
ng been purchased by myself for the
urpose ‘of these experiments at
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Wheataton’s, {n Oonduit street. M.
Home had neither handled nor seen
the instrument before the commence-
ment of the test experiments.”

Mr. Home took the accordion be~
tween' the thumb and middle finger of
one hand at the opposite end of the
keys, laid his other 'hand'on’ the table,
and the accordion played by itself
within the cage. Mr. Home then
removed his hand altogether from/the
accordion, 'which continued to play
a simple air—no one, present having a
finger on the keys or on the aeccord-
ion. Then Mr. Crookes:.and two oth-
ers saw the accordion floating about'
inside the cage with no visible sup-
port. Then Mr. Holmes took hold of
the accordion again and it played a
sweet and plaintive melody (very beau-
tifully. While it was playing Mr.
Crookes grasped Home’s arm. It was
not moving a muscle. ‘On another:oc-
casion, while a sitter, O. R., held  the
accordion and Mr.Home was not touch-
ingit,the music went on. On another
occasion when the accordion was play-
ing ‘“Home, Sweet Home’’ under the
table, Mr. A. R. Wallacej sawy a hand
distinctly moving the instrument up
and down and playing on the keys.
One of Mr. Home’s hands was on the
table and the other held the keyless
end of the accordion. At the seance,
June 23, 1871, while Home's hands and
feet were held, the accordion played.
On hnother occasion, they heard a
man’s rich voice accompanying' it in
one corner of the room, and a bird
whistling and chirping. On July 30,
1B71—

“Mr. Home got up and stood behind
in full view of all, holding the accor-
dion out at'arm’s length. We allsaw
it expanding ‘and contracting, and
heard it playing a melody. Mr. Home
then let go of the accordion, which
went behind his back and therecon-
tinued to play; his feet being visible

‘



and also his two hands, which werein
front of him."”

Nr. Home was then, raised bodily in
the air.

“Whilst this was going on we heard
the accordion fall heavily to the
ground. It had beén suspended in
the air behind the chair where Mr.
Home had been sitting. When it fell
Mr. Home was about 10 feet from it.”

" “Mr. Home still standing behind
Mts. I. and Mr. ‘Williamx Crookes, the
accordion was both seen and heard to
move hbout behind him without his
hands touching it. It then playeda
tune without contact and floatingin
the air.” ‘

“Mr. Home then took the accordion®
inone hand and held it out so that we
could all seel it (he was still standing
up behind Mra, I. and Mr. William
Crookes). We then saw the accordion
expand and contract and heard a tune
played. DMrs. William Crookes and
Mr. Home saw a light on the lower
part of the accordion, where the keys
were, and we then saw and heard (he
keys clicked and depressed one after
the other fairly and deliberately, as
if to show us that the power doing it,
although invisible (or nearly so) to us,
had full control over the instrument.”

““A beautiful tune was then played
while Mr. Home was istanding up hold-
ing the accordion out in full view of
every one.”

“Mr. Home then came around be-
hind me, and, telling me to hold my
left arm out, placed. the accordion un-
der my arm, the keys hanging down
and the

upper  part pressing
upward against my upper arm. e
then let go, and the accordion re-

mained there. e then placed his
two hands, one on each of my should-
ers. In this position, no onetouch-
ing lhe accordion but myself, and ev-
ery one noticing what was taking
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place, the instruments played notes
but no tune.”

THE INCREASE AND DECREASE OF
- WEIGHT.

Nono’ot Profeasor Crookes' experi-
ments were more carefully conducted
than those by which he demonstrated
that Mr. D. D. Home exercised a power
which superseded the law of gravita-
tion and made articles light or heavy
at will. Profespor ‘Crookes sayst

“Not until I witnessed these facts
some half-dozen tirnes, and scrutinized
them with all the ecritical acumen I
possess, did I become convinced of
their objective reality. Still, desiring
to place the matter beyond the shadow
of doubt, I invited Mr. Home on sev-
eral occasions to come to my own
house, where, in the ,presence of a few
scientific enquirers, these phenomena
could be submitled to crucial experi-
ments."”

Before fiiting up special apparatu
for these experiments, he had seeno
five separate occasions objects varyin
in weight from, 25 to 100 ‘pounds; tem
porarily influenced in such a manne
that he and others present could with|
difficulty lift them from ‘the floor. On
two subsequent occasions he tested the
phenomena by a weighing machine.
“On the first occasion ‘the increase
weight was from 8 pounds normally,
to 36 pounds, 48 pounds, and 46 pounds
in three successive experiments trie
under strict serutiny.” A forinight
after much the same results were ob-
tained. Professor Crookes, therefore
decided to rig up aspecial apparatus
tobe able to weigh exactly what “pull’
this strange unknown force conld ex
ercise. Professor Crookes says:

“The meeting took place in theev
ening fn a large Toom lighted b
gas. y

*“An apparatus was fitted up forex
perimenting on the alteration in th




weight of a body. It conaisted of w
mahogany board, 36 inchea long by 9 1-3
inches wide and 1 inch thick. Ateach
end a strip of mahogahy 1 1-2 inches
wide was screwed on, forming{ feet.
One end of the board rested on a firm
table, whilst the other end was sup-
ported by a spring balance hanging
from a Bubstantial trip rod stand. The
balance was fitted with a self-regis-
tering index in suchy a manner that it
would record the maximum weight in-
dicated by the pointer. The apparatus
wap adjusted eo that the mahogany
board was horizontal, its foot resting:
on the support. In ‘this position its
weight waB three pounds as marked
by the pointer on the balance.

“On the board, exactly, over the ful-
crum, is placed a large [glass vessel
filled with water.”

THE EXPERIMENTS WITH THE
WEIGHING MACHINA.

Professor Crookes further fitted an
ingenius self-registering apparatus to
the spring balance, by ‘which a project-
ing steel point impressed a markon
he smoked surface of a sheet of plate
lass, set in motion by clockwork. If
he balance is at rest and the clock-
vork set going, the result is a perfect-
y straight horizontal line. If, while
he clock draws the iplate along, the
eight of the board or the Lension on
e balance varies, the result is a
urved line, from, which the ‘tension
n grains at any moment can be calcu-
ated. Professor Crookes found 'that
y standing with all his weight uvpon
he table end of the board he could
nly sink the index two pounds. That
to say, 140 pounds pressure onone
nd of the board only brought upon the
pring balance a pull of two pounds.
he board weighed three pounds, so

t
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that Professor Crookes, by using all his
weight, could only regiater five
pounds on the index. But whpn Mr.
Homp placed. his finger tips lightly on
the end of the/board, the other endof
the board dipped to show, a nine pounda
pull; that is to say, six plounds pluas
the weight of the board, or three timea
a8 much as Professor Crookes could
exert by using the whole weight of his
body. Still more remarkable was the
result when Mr. Home, instead of
touching the board with his fingers,
merely dipped his hand in the water
in the copper vessel. The result was
that the board at once descended
slowly rose, and then sank again, the
index registering a direct pull of 5,-
000 grains. Mr. Home then put hig
hand on the stand of the appartus,
but did not touch the board. The
same result followed, the pull being,
if anything, stronger and more irreg-
ular. Then Mr. Home wad placed 12
inches away from the board, and the
same phenomena followed, although in
this case ‘the pull was weaker, and not
so continuous. But the strongest pull
of all was the one registered whenr,

+ B'ome was three feet distant, his hands’

and feet being tightly held by those
present. As the apparatus wasmade
by Professor Crookes, controlled by
Professor Crookes in his own labora-
tory, and as there were no persons
present but friemds, who were keen-
ly bent on discovering any fraud or
wnposture, this result may rightly be
regarded as conclusive of the fact'that
there was some unknown force: ema-
nating from Mr. D.:D. Home, which
was capable of exercising a direct
pressure on a wooden'plank amount-
ing toat least six pounds weight, and
that without Dr. Holmes being at all
in contact with the apparztus.



ANOTHER REGISTERING APPAR-
ATUS.

Professor Crookes ‘then conMrmtqd
another more delicate apparatus,
which he thus describes:

'A' piece of thinn parchment wasa
stretched aeross a ocircular hoop of
wood. At theend is a vertical needla
point touching the membrane and an-
other needle ‘point projecting horizon-
tally and touching a smoked glass

plate. The glass plate was drawn by,
clockworz. The end of the lever is

weichtm]l 80 that it shall 'quickly fol-
low the movements of the center of the
dise, These movemenis are trans-
mitted and recorded on the glass
plate by means of the lever and needle
point. Holes were cut in the hoop
to allow the free passage of air tothe
under side of ‘the membrane. The ap~
paratus was well tested beforehand by

myself and others, to see that no
shaking or jar on the table or. sup-

port would interfere with the re-
sults. The line traced by the point
on the smoked glass was perfectly
straight, in spite of all our attempts
to influence the lever by shaking the
stand or Btamping the floor.

The experiment was tried first with
a lady medium placed on the stand.
Noises were then heard like the drop-
ping of grains of sand on the parch-
ment. A fragrant of graphite was
thrown upward one-fifteith of aninch.
and the end of thelever movedslight~
ly up and down. The experiment was
repeated in Mr. Home's presence, when
the index was moved .up and down.
more slowly and without any percus-
sive sounds. ‘Mr. Home did not touch
the apparatus at all,

These experiments, says Professor
Orookes, confirm beyond doubt that
there is Bome! force associated in some
manner notyet explained, with the
human organization by which force, in-
creased weight, is capable of being im-
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parted to molid bodies without physi.
cal contaoct. ‘

GRAVITATION SUSPENDED
WITH CONT.. 2T.

In the notes of Seances with D..D,
Homls, communicated to the S. P, R,
ocour the following reports of expe
ments, made in 1871, which show tha
this force was capable of being ex
cised at will,

At the seance of ‘May 9th, 167
seven persons being present, includ
ing D. D. Home, sat around a table
weighing 32 pounds, which required
pressure of 8 pounds to tilt. A sprin
balance was hooked under one edg
of the table, when the following ex
periments were made :

Experiment 1.—*“Be light.” An u
ward pull of 2pounds required to lif
one of the feet off the ground, al
hands lightly touching the top of th
table.

Experiment 2.—"Be heavy.” Asso0
asthis is said, fthe table creaked, shud:
dered and appeared to settle itsel
firmly into the floor. /The effect wa
as if Khe power of a gigantic electr
magnet had been suddenly turnedo
the table constituting the armature
All hands were, ag before, lightly
touching the upper surface of the tabl
with their fingers. A force of 8
pounds was now required 'to raise th
foot of the table from the floor. Ilif
ed it up and’ down four or five times
and the index of the balance kep
pretty constant at 36 pounds, not
varying more than one-half pound
Whilst this was going on each per
son’s hands were noticed. They wer
touching the table so lightly tha
their sggregate downward pressur
could not have 'been many ounces. M
Home once lifted his hand for a mol
ent quite bff the table. /His feet wer
tucked back under his ehair the whol
time. f

(

~



Experiment 3.—‘'Be light.” Condi-
tione the same as before. An upward
pull of seven pomnds required to mc
the table. el

Experiment 4. -"Be heavy.” The
same creaking noise as in Experiment
2 was again heard. Every person (ex-
cept Mr. O. R.'and ‘myself, who was
standing up trying the ex]eriment,
put the endse of the fingers underneath
the table top, the palms being up-
wards and the thumbs visible, so that,
if any force were unconsciously ex-
erted, it should tend to diminish the
weight., At the same itime Mr. O. R.
took a candle and stooped underthe
table to see that no one ‘was touch-
ing the legs of the table with their
knees or feet. 1 also stooped down
occasionally to verify Mr. O. R.’s state-~
ment that nll was fair beneath. Upon
applying the spring balance, I saw
that the table was pulled up at 45
pounds. Immediately this was an-
nounced, I felt an'increase of weight,
and, after n few itrials, the pull wa's in-
creased to 48 pounds, at ~which point
the index stood steady, the legs of the
table being about three inches off the
floor.

Experiment 5.—Be heavy.” The
conditions were the same as before, a
little more care being taken by thesit-
ters to keep their feet well tucked un-
der their chairs. Hands 'touching the
under side bf the table top as before.
The index of 'the balance rose steadily,
without the table moving in the least,
until it pointed 'to 46 'pounds. At this
point the table rose an inch, when the
hook of the balance slipped off, and the
table returned to its place with a
crash. The iron hook had bent ouf
sufficiently to prevent it holding the
table firmly any longer, so the ex-
periments were obliged to be discon-

ued.
(€) WITHOUT CONTACT.
At the seance of June 19th, 1871, the
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experiments were resumed. This'time
m{‘r. Home did notitouch thetable at
all,

Experiment 1.—I thereupon fixed the
spring to balance it, and asking for it
tobe made heavy tried to lift it off the
ground. It trequired 'a ‘pull of 2%
pounds to raiseit. During this time
Mr. Home was sitting 'back in his
chair, his hands quite off the‘table, and
his feet touching those on each side of
him.

Experiment 2.—“Be heavy” again.
Mr. Home now took a candle and
stooping down looked in under the
table to see that no one was touching
it there, whilst I was observing the
same at the top. Mr. Home’s hands and
feet were the,same as before. The
balance now showed a tension of 22
pounds.

Experiment 3 was now tried, Mr.
Home being further from the table.
A pull of 17 pounds was required.

Experiment 4. —When we said ““Be
light,” the table rose at;i12 pounds. On
trying it afterwards, the normal pull
required to tilt it we found to be
14 pounds.

This will suffice as a specimen of the
investigations which led him totake
his stand before the Royal Society, and
announce to them his discovery. They
would not receive it, after the fashion
of learned societies, and some of thein
members abused Professon Crookes
roundly for disturbing their smug

complacency, Dr. W. Carpenter, in
particular, seems to have discredited

himself by the superciliousness and in-
accuracy with which he assailed Pro-
fessor Crookes in the Quarterly Re-
view.

A MANY-SIDED MAN OF SCIENCE.

Among other charges hurled against
the audacious discoverer was the ac-
cusation that he had confined his at-
tention to one special subject. This



taunt gave Professor Crookes an op-
portunity of retorting In this pas-
‘sagel:

“Will my reviewer kindly say what
that special subject is to which I have
confined my attention? Is it gen-
eral chemistry, whose chronicler I
have been since the commencement of
the Chemical News, in 1859% Ia it
Thallium, about which the pub-
lic have heard as ‘much as they ‘care
for? Is it Chemical Analysis, in
which my recently published ‘‘Select
Methods is the result of twelve
years' work? Is it Disinfection and
Prevention and Oure of Cattle Plague,
my published report on which may be
said to have popularized Carbolic'Acid ?
Is it Photography, on the theory and
practice of which my papers have
been “ory numerous? Is it the metal-
lurgy of gold and silver, in which my
discovery of the value of Bodium in
the amalgamation process is ‘now
largely used in Australia, Garlifornia
and South America ¢ Is it in physical
optics, in which department I have
space only to refer to papers on soma
phenomena of polarized light, pub-
lished before I avas twanty-one; tomy
detailed description of the spectro-
scope and labors with this instrument,
when it was almost unknown in Eng-
land; to my papers on the solar and
terrestrial spectra; to my examination
of the optical phenomena of opals, and
construction of the spectrum micros-
cope; to my papers on 'the measure-
ment of the luminous intensity of
light; and my description of my pol-
| arization photometer? Oris my spec-
| ialty astronomy and meteorology, in-
asmuch 83 T Avas for twelve months at
the Radcliffe Observatory, Oxford,
where, in addition to my principal em-
ployment of arranging the meteoro-
logical department, I ‘divided my leis-
ure time between Homer and mathe-
matics at Magdalen Hall, planet-hunt-
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ing and transit‘eaking with Mz,
Pogson, now principal of the Madrag
observatory, and celestial photogra.
phy with the heliometer attached to |
the observatory ! My photographs of
the moon, taken in 1855, at Mr. Hart-
nup's observatory, Liverpool, were fon
years the best extant, and I was hon-
ored by a money grant from the
Royal Society to carry out further
work in conneotion withh them. Thesy
facts, together with my trip to Oran
last year (this was written in 1871),aq
one of the government eclipse expedi-
tion, and the invitation recently re-
ceived to visit Ceylon for the mame
purpose, would almost seem to show
that astronomy was my specialty. In
truth, few scientific men are less open
to the charge of being ‘a apecialist of
specinlists.””
AN AVOWAL OF
FAITH.

Since{ then Professor Orookes has
done but little psychic investigation.
In 1881, however, he contributed *Notes
of his Seances with D. D. Home to the
Society for Psychical Research” for
the apecific object of reaffirming his
absolute knowledge of the phenomena
to which he had borne witness twenty
years before. He wrote:

“Their publication will, at any rate,
show that I have not changed my
mind ; that on dispassionate review of
statements put forth by me nearly
twenty years ago I find nothing tore-
tract or to alter. I have discaovered no
flaw In the experiments then made, or
in the reasoning I based upon them.”

‘At the same 'time Professor Crookes
admitted that he had 'been somewhat
disappointed at the slow rate of pro-
gress in the investigation of the new
force. He said:

“I announced my intention of pub-
lishing a book which should contain
my numerous printed and unprinted
observations.

UNSHAKEN
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»But this projected work has never
pcon the light. My excuse—a real ex-
euse, though not a complete justifica-

36

tion—lies in the extreiue pressure of

other work on my time and energies.
Thoe chemical and physical problems
of my professional life have become
more and more absorbing ; and, on the
other hand, few fresh opportunites
have occurred of prosecuting my re-
searches into ‘paychie force.” ILmust
confess, indeed, that [ have been dis-
appointed with the progress of inves-
gation into this subjeot during the
last fifleen years. I (see little abate-
ment of the credulity on the one hand
and the fraud on the other which
have all along interfered, as I hold,

with 1(he recognition of new truth
of profound interest.”
From this somewhat nelancholy

note we turn with reliuf to the'inore
puoyant tone of the innugural ad-
dress, delivered at the eighty-fourth
general meeting of the I’sychical Re-
scarch Society, held at Weagiminster
hall, Jan, 29, 1897, iniwhich, from the
abyssmal depths of our own ignor-
ance, he, Man of Science, draws hope
and consolation, and a constant 4tim-
ulus to expect the discovery of mnew
truths, the revelation of unknown

worlds.
Lest it be said that subsequent ex-

perience had enabled Prof. Crookes to
solve on the basis of natural law this
wonderful phenormenn, lest it  be
thought that he huns c¢hanged or modi-
{ied his views we give below extracts
from a summary of his presidential
address last year at the British Assoc-
iation at Bristol, taken fram * Light”’
of Lonbdon, England.

Professor Crookes said: These, then
are some of the subjects weighty and
far-reaching, on which my own atten-
tion has been chiefly concentrated.
Upon one other interest I have not{ yet
touched—to ‘me tha weighltiest and the
farthest-reaching of all.

No {ncident in) my sclentifia career
{s more widely known 'than the part [
took many years ago in certain; psyochio
researches. Thirty years have passed
&inew 1 published an account’ of experl-
ments {pnding to show that outside
our scientific knowledge there exists
a Force exercised by intelligence dif-
fering froan the ordinary intelligence
conmon to mortals. This fact in my life
is, of course, well understaod by those
who honored me with the invitation
to become your president. Perhaps
emnong my audlence some may feel
eurious as to whether I ahall speak
out or be silent. I eleci to speak, al-
though briefly. To enter at length on
a still debatable subject would be un-
duly to insist on a topic which—as
Wallace, Lodge and Barrett have al-
ready shown—though' not 'unfitted fon
discussion at these meetings, does not
yotl enlist the interest of the majority
of my scientific brethren. To i1gnore
the subject would be an act of cow-
ardice—an act of cowardice 1 feel no
temptation to commit. -

To stop short in iy research that
bids fair to widen the, gates of know-
ledge, to recoil {rom feax of difficulty
or adverse oriticism, is to bring Te-
proach on science. ‘There is nothing
for the investigator to do but to go
straight on, * to explore up and down,
inch by inch, with the taper his rea-
son;” to follow the light wherever it
may lead, even should it at times re-
semble a will-o’-the~wisp. I  have
nothing to retmct. I adhere to my
already published statements. Indeed,
I might add much thereto. I regret
only a certain crudity iny those early
expositions which, no doubt justly,
militated against their acceptance by
the scientific world. My own know-
ledge at that time scarcely extendead
beyond the fact that certain phen--
omena new to science had assuredly
ocourred, and were attested by my own
sober senses, and, better still, by aut-



omatic record. [ wna like some two-
dimenaional being who might standat
the singular point of a Riemnann's sur-
face, and thua find himself in infinltes-
Imal and inexplicable contact with a
plane of existence not his own.

[ think I sgo a little farther now. 1
hnve glimpses of something like co-
herence among the atrange eluaive
phenomena ; of sbmething like con-
tinuity between those unexplained !
forces and laws already known. This
advance is largely due to the labors
of another association of which I have
also this year the tionor to be presi-
dent—the soclety for Paychical Re-
search. And were I now introducing
for the first time these inquiries to the
world of science I should choose a
starting point differont from that of
old. It would be well ta begin with
telepathy ; with the fundnmental law,
ai | pelieve it to be, that thoughts and:
images may be ¢ransferred from mind
to another without, the agency of the
reorganized organs of sense—that:
knowledge may enter the human mind
without being communicated in any
hitherto known or Tecognized waya.

Although the inquiry has elicited
important facts with, reference tothe
mind, it has not yet reached the scien-
tific stage of certainty which would
entitle it (o be usefully brought, before
one ot our sectlons. [ will therefare
confine myself to pointing.out the di-
rection in which scientific investiga-
tion can legitimately advance. If tel-
epathy take place we have two visible
facts—the physical change in the brain
of A, the suggester, and the analogous
physical change in the brain of B, the
recipient of the suggestion. Between
these two physical, events there must
exist a train of physical causes. When-
ever the connecting sequence of inter-
mediate causes begins to be revealed
the inquiry will then come within the
range of one of the seclions of the
British association. Such a sequence
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can only occur through an intervening
medium. All the phenoamena of the
universe are presumably in some way
continuous, and It is unscientific to
call in the ald of myaterious agencies
when with every fresh advance in
knowledge it is shown that ether vi-
brativns have powers and attributes
anbundantly equal to any demand—even
to the transmission of thought. Ig iy
supposed by some physiologiats that
the essential cells of nervesa do noti ag |
tually touch, but are.separated by a
narrow gap, which widena in sleep,
while it narrows almost to extinction
during mental activity. This condl-
tion is so singularly like that of Branly
or Lodge coherer as to suggest a furth. |
er analogy. The structure of bruin and
nerve being similar, it i® conceivable
there may be present masseq of such
nerve coherers in the brain whosa spe-
cial function it may 'be 'to receive im-
pulses brought from without through
the connecting sequence of ether wav-
es of appropriate order of magnitude.
Roentgen has familiarized us 'with au
order of vibrations of extre/me minute-
ness compared with the smallest waves
with which we have hitherto.been ac-
quainted, and of dimensions compara-
ble with the distances between the
conters of atoms of which the material
universe is built, up ; and: there is no
reason to supposel that we have here
reached the limit, of frequency. Ib is
known that the action of thought is
accompanied by certain molecular
movements in the brain, and here we
have physical vibrations capable from
their extreme minuteness of acting di-
rect on individual molepules, while
their rapidity approaches that of the
internal and external movements of
the atoms themselves.

Confirmation of telepathic phemom-
ena is afforded by many converging
experiments and by many spontansous
occurrences only thus intelligible. The
most varied proof, perhaps, is drawn




rom unalysis of the asub-conaplous
orkings of the) mind, whan) these,
hether by accident or desigm, are
rought into consoious survdy. Evi-
nce. of a region, helow the threshwld
of consciousness, has been presented,
since ita {irst Inoception, in the " Pro-
ceedings of the Society for; Psychioal
Rosearch,” and its various aspects are
boing interpreted and welded into o
comprehensive whole by the pertin-
acious genius of F. W. H. Myers. Con-
ourrently, our knowledge of (the facts
fn this obscure reglon has recelved val-
| uable additions at the 'hands 'of labar-
 ers (n other countries. To mention
few) numes out) of many, the observa-
tions of Richet, Pierre Janet and Binet
(in France), of Breur and Freud (in
Austria), of William James (in Am-
erica) have strikingly illustrated the
extent' to which patient experimenta-
tion can probe subliminal processes),
and can thus learn the lessons of al-
ternating personalities, and abnormal
states. [Whilst it is clear that our
knowledgel of sub-congcious imentation

i

is still to be developed, we must beware
of rashly assuming that all variations
from the normal waking condition are
necessarily morbid. The human race
has reached no fixed or chanigeless
ideal ; in every ‘direction there fs evo-
lution as well ns disintegrationy « It
would be hard to find instances of
more rapid progress, moral and phy-
sical, than in certain im-
portant cases of cure by
suggestion—again ‘to cite a few names
out of many—by {Liebeault, Bernheim,
the late Auguste Voisin, Berillon (in
France,) Schrengk-Notzing (in Ger-
many), Forel (Switzerland), Van
Eeden (in Hplland), Wetterstrand (in
Sweden), Milne-Bramwell and Lloyd

Tuckey (in En'qla.nd). 'his 'is.not the
place for details but the vis medica-
trix thus ovoked, as it were, from the
depths of the organism, is of '
omen for {he upwards evolution ofj
mankingd, / "
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A formidable range of phenomena
must be scientifically sifted before we -
offeotually grasp a faculty so strange,
80 bewlldering, and for agea so 1n-
scrutable, as the direct action of mind
on mind. This delicate’task needs a
rigorous employment of the method
of oxolusion—a constant setting aside
of irrelevant phenomena that could be
explained, by known causes, including
those far too familiar causes, oon-
sclous and unconscious fraud. The in-
quiry unites the difficulties inherenit
in all experimentation conneoted with|
mind, with tangled human tempera-
menta and with bbservations depens
dent less on automatic record than on
personal testimony, But difficulties,
are things to be overcome even In the
elusory branch ofi research known as
Experimental Psychology. It has been
characteristic of the leaders among the
group of Inquirers constituting the
Soclety for Psyehical Research to com-
bine critical and negative work with
work leading to positiva discovery.
To the penptration and scrupulous
fair-mindedness of Professor Henry
SiMgwick apd of the late Hdmunds
Gurney is largely due the eatablish-
ment of canons of ‘evidence in psychi-
cal research, whioh strengthen while
theyinarrow the path of subsequent ex~
plorers. To the defective genius af
Dr. Richard Hodgson we owa a 00n=
vincing demonstration of the nmrrow,
limits of human continuous observa-
tion.

It has been said that ‘“ Nothing.
worth the proving can be proved, mor
yet disproved.” Mrue though this may
have been in the past, it is true no
longer. The sclence of our century has
forged weapons of observation and an-
alysis by which' ithe veriest, tyro may
profit. Science has trained and fash-
ioned’ the average mind into habits of
exactitude and disciplined perception,
and in so doing has fortified itself
for tasks higher, wider, and incom-



parably more wonderful than even the
wisest among our ancestors imagin-
ed. Like the souls in Plato’s myth
that follow: the chariat of Zeus, it has
ascended to & point of vision far above
the earth. |t is hanceforth open ta
science to transcend all we now think
we know of matier, and to gain new
glimpses of a profounder scheme of
cosmic law. .

jAn eminent predecessor in this chair
declared that ‘“by an intellectual
necessity he crossed the boundary of
experimental evidence, and discerned
in that matter, which we in our ignor-
ance of its latent powers, and nat-
withstanding our professed reverence
for its Creator, have hitharto covered
with opprobrium, the potency and
promise of all terrestrial life.’”” I
should prefer to reverse the apothegm,
and kp say that in life I see the pro-
mise and potency of all forms of mat-

ter. N ’

In old Egyotian days a well known
inscription was carved over the portal
of the temple of Isis: "I am whatever
hath been, is, or ever will be ) and my
veil no man hath yet lifted.” Not thus
do modern seekers aftear truth con-
front Nature—the word that rstands
for the baffling mysieries of the uni-
verse. - PBteadily, unflinchingly, we
strive to pierce the inmost heart of
Npture, from what she is to recon-
struct what she has been, and to pro-
phesy what she yet shall be. Veil
after veil we have lifted, and her face
grows more beautiful, august and won-
derful, with every barrier that is
withdrawn. '

It is a great mistake 4o suppose:
that Spiritualism is ‘the religion of! the
ignorant and thoughtless. To show
have gommended themselves to

that its phenomena and philosophy
:th(,ghltful and cultured wminds, it is
qnl necessary to mention

A' FEW EMINENT SPIRITUALISTS.

. Alfred R. Wallace, the discoverer of
EBvolution.
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Cromwell Varley, Electrican, F. R,
S, C. E.

W, F. Barrett, F. R. E, Prof. of
Physics in the Royal College of
Science, Dublin. !
* Dr. Lockart Robertson, editor Jour-
nal of Medical Science.

Dr. J. Elliotson, 'F. R. S., some time
Prest. of the Royal Med. and Chir,
Soc., London.

Prof. de Morgan, Prest. Math. Soc,
London.

Camille Flammarion, Astronomer.

Herman Goldsmith, Astronomer and
Physicist. )

William Crookes, Chemist.

#rof. N. D. "Wagner, Geologist, Uni«’
versity, St. Petersburg. |

Alex. von Humboldt. '

Prof. J. J. Mapes,
Chemist.

Prof. Robt. Hare, Chemist.

Prof J. R. Buchanan, Amthropolo-
gist. '

;o
‘Agnicultural

t

Baron von Reichenbach, Physiolo-
gist..

F. Zollner, author of Trancendental
Physics.

J. H. von Fichter, the Emerson of
Germany.

A Bronson, Alcott.

Wm. Lloyd Garrison.

Youis Kossuth.

Emilio Castelar.

Victor Hugo.

Abraham, Lincoln.

Hon. Geo. W. Julian, of Indiana,
Sir Edward Bulwer iLyiton and son.
Mrs. Elizabeth Barrett Browning.

TO THIS LIST OF EMINENT NAMES

. I ADD A LIST OF PERTINENT
TESTIMONIES IN SUPPORT OF
SPIRIT COMMUNION.

The human frame ... ...1is sometimes
acted upon by a power, outside of us,
as familiar with that organization as
we are ignorant of it.—Agassiz.

Camille Flammarion,—" 1 do
hesitate to affirm my

nati
conviation,!
\




based on personal examination of the
subject, that any scientific man who
declares the phenomena, denominated
magnetic,’ ‘' somnambulic, ‘ medi~
umistic,’” and others not yet explained
by science, to be ‘impossible’ is one
who speaks without knowing what he
is talking about.”

A. R. Wallape.—* We are justified in
taking the facts ef Modern Spiritual«
ism, (and with jthem the ‘spiritual the-
ory as the only tenablq one) as being
fully establisheds Its whole course
and history, proclaimed it to be neith-
er imposture nor delusion, nor survival
of the beliefs of savages, but algreat
and all-important truth.”

J. H. Fichte, the German Philosopher
and Author—“1I feel it my duty to
bear testimony to the great fact of
Spiritualism. No one should keep
silant.” &

Professor De Morgan, late President
of the Mathematical Society of Lon-
don.—"1 have both seen and heard
in a manner which should make unbe-
lief impossible, things called spiritual,
which cannot be/ taken by a rational
being to be capable of explanation by
imposture, coincidence, or mistake,

Professor Hape, Frofessor of Chem-
istry in the Univergity of Pennsyl-
vanja.—:' Far from abating my con-
fidepce in the inferences respecting
the agencies of the spirity of deceas-
«d mortals, in' the manifegtations: wof
which) I have given an account in my
work, I have had even mbre striking
evidences of that agenoy thanm those
given) in the work in question.”.

Professor Challis, late Professor of
Astronomy at Cambridges— Either
the) facts must be admitted to be such
@as are reported, or theq possibility of
certifying facts by human testimony
must be given up.”

Dr. Lockhart Robertson. — * The
writer can now no more doubf the
phyaical manlfesfations of so-called
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Spirltualism! than he:would any other
‘m.'-

Thakkeray.—"* It*is all very well flor
you, who have probably never seen
any spiritual mapnifestations, to talk
as you do; but had youl seen what I
have seen you would hold a differents
opinion.”

Rev. M. J. Savage,—That he is in
possession of a respectable body of
facts that he does nott know how to
explain except o©on the theory that
he i3 dealing with some invisible in-
telligence.

Rev. Heber Newton.—" These secrets
seem o more than hint, of the exist~
ence in man of powers{ and potemcies
such as make it entirely credible from
a scientific point of view, the ald belief
of a life to come.”

“Even 1n the most cloudless skies of
Modern Scepticism, I see a rain-cloud,
even if it be nor biggen than a man's
hand; it is Modern Spiritualism.”—
Lord Brougham,

*The Scriptures are pervaded with
evidence that we dwell among invisible
but eternal verities—personalities and
substances,”—Prof. L. T. Townsend,

] believe there is a supernatural and
spiritual world in which human spirits
both good and bad, liveiin a state of
consgiousneps, 1 believe that any of
these spirits maly, according to the
order of God, in the laws of their place
of residengce, have intercourse with
this world, and become visible to mor-
tals.”—Dr. Adam Clark.

“Angels of lifeand death alike are his;

(Without his leave they pass nO

threshold o'er ;

{(Who, then, would wish or dare, believ-
ing this,

Againsti his messengers to shut the
door 1" .

—Longfellow.

“The doctrine of communion has put
off its oppressive robes of selfishness
and personal aggrandizement, and put
on the white garments of good news to




the world . the world longs to be-
lieve, and neede to believe something
of this sort. It is essential to our
religious well-being. I have the very
firmest faith ... that heaven is close to
us; and that its inbabitants walk the
earth both when we wake and when
we sleep. It seems to me that this
truth is at ‘the centre of all true re-
ligion .. 1 do believe in this pos-
sible communion with alll my theart”—
Rev, Geo. H. Hepwonth.

Additional testumony from disting-
uished Scientists to the Reality of the
Psychic Phenomena.

Professors Tornebom and Edland,
Swedish Physigists,—'* Only  those
deny the reality of spiritl phenomena
who have never examined them, but
profound 'study alone can  explain
them, We do not know where. we may
be led by the discovery of the cause of
these, as it seems, trivial occurences,
or to what new spheres of
Nature’s kingdoyn they, may open the
way ; but that they will bring forward
important results is already made
plear to us by the; revelations of na-
tural history in all ages.”’—Aftonblad
{Stockholm), Petober 30th, 1879,

Baron Carl du Prel (Munich) in Nord
und Sud,—!' One ¢hing is clear; that
is, that psychography must be ascribed
to a transcengdental, origin. We shall
find: 1. Thak thes hypothesis of pre-
pared slates is inadmissable. 2. The
place on which the writing is found
is quite inapcessible to the hands of
the medium, In some cases the double
slale is securely locked, leaving only
roomw inside for the tiny morsel of slate
pengil. 3. That the ‘writing is actual-
1y done at the time, 4. That the me-
dium is notr writing. 5. The writing
must be actually done with the morsel
of slate or lead pencil. 6. The writing
is done by an intelligent being, since
the answers arel exactly pertinemt ta
the questions. 7. This intelligence(can
read, write and understand the len-<
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guage of hwman beings, frequently
such as is unknown (tq thea medium, g,
It strongly resembles a human being,
ag well in the degree of its intelli.
gence as in ithe mistakes sometimes:
made, These beings are, therefore,
although invisible, of human nature or
species. It is no use whatever to fight |
against this propositions 9. If these
beings speak, they do so in human lan- |
guage. 10. If they are asked; who
they are, they answer that] they are
beings who have left this warld. 11
When these appearances become part-
ly visible, perhaps only their hands,
the hands seen are of human form. 12,
When these things become entirely
visible, they show the human form and
countenange, v Spiritualism
must be investigated by scienge. I
should look upon myself as a coward
if I did not openly express my con-
victions.” \
Professor Elliptt Cowes, of the
Smikhsonian Institute, Washington, U.
S.—"“1 have, as you knowi, the keen~
est interest in the whole range of those
phenomena which are variously labell~
ed ‘ Spiritualism,’ ‘theosophy,’ ‘ tele-
pathy,” ‘humbug’ and ‘fraud. I
happen (o be an organisnmy which' itself
illustrates some of them, and have seen
enough besides to satisfy me of the ac-
tunl verity of the mosti of the rest
of them, let tkeir ‘explanation’ be °
what it may. I plso think ithat scien-
tific as well as public opinion is just
now undergoing such modification—I
had almost writt{en such a revolution—
that those who are now called respec-
tively ' scientists’ and ‘ crankists’ are
likely to change places, with great
benefit to humanitysat large. And as
1o religion—which after all has got
to stand with. ite feet; firm on the solid
ground of nature, if it would rear its
head to the heaven thayf is above all
buman ignorance and prejudice—as to
religion, I repeat, that which is now,
beterodoxy will the miore speedily




prove orthodoxy, the more widely the
facts of psychic science are dissemin=
ated and apprecinted. The traitor in
the strongholds of orthidox (ntoler-
ance i8 human nreason acting upom
stubborn facts of human nature, and
the quarrels now going on in several
of these strongholds are among the
most cheerful signs of the times; for
the tiuth always.comes bringing¢ not
peace, Lu. tha sword(, with, which to
conquer p peace.’” P

Dr. Robert Ch»ambers —" I have for
many years knownthiat these phenom-
ena are real, as distinguished from
impostures ; and it is not. of ,yesterday
thiat I concluded they were calculated
to explain much fthat /has been doubt-
ful in the past; and, when fully ac-
cepted, revolutionise the whole frame
of human opinion on many important
matters.”!—Extract from a Letter to
A. Russel Wallace. .
F. R. S —

Cromwell F. Varley,
* Twenty-five years aga I was a
hard-headed unbeliever ..; Spirit-

ual phenomena, however, suddenly and
quite unexpectedly, were soon after
developed in my own family,... ... This
led me to inquire and tof try numerous
experiments in such a way as to pre-
clude, as much as circumstances would
permit, the possibility of trickery and
self-deception.” ... .., He then de~
tails various phases of the phenomeny
which bhad come within the range of
his personal experience, and continues:
* Other and numerous phenomena have
occurred, proving the existence (a) of
forces unknown to science; (b) the
power of instaatly reading -'my
thoughts; (c) the presence of some in-
telligence or intelligences controlling
those powers ... That the phen-
omena occur there is overwhelming
evidence, and it is toq late now. to
deny their existence.” { .

Alfred Russel Wallace, F. G. S.—
“My position, therefore, is that the
phenomens of Spiritualism in their en-
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tirety do not require funther confirm-
ation. They are praved, quite as well
as any facts are proved in other
sciences, and it is not denial or quib-
bling that can disprove any: of them,
but only fresh facts and accurate de-
ductiohs from those facts. When
the opponents of Spiritualism can give
a Tecord of their researches approach-
ings in duration and completeness to
those of its advocates ;iand .wherf they
can discover and show in detail, eithen
how the phenpmena are produced on
how the many sane and able men; here
referred to have been deluded, into a
coincident belief thabt they have wit-
nessed them ; and when they can prove
the correctness of their theory by pro-
ducing a like belief in a body of equally
sane and able unbaliqvers—then, and
not till then, willliti be necessary for
Spiritualists to produce fresh con-
firmation of facts which are, and al
ways have been, sufficiently real and
indisputable to satisfy any honest and
persevering inquirer,?-—bMiracles and
Modern Spiritualism.

SCEPTICS CONVERTED BY INVES-
TIGATING SPIRITUALISTTC PHEN-
OMENA.

‘Alfred Russel Wallace, D.C.L., LL.
D.,, F.R.S;, whose works: “Miracles and
Modern Spiritualism’ and Defence of
Modern Spiritualism” are models of
argument framed in the calmest judic-
ial spirit, was up to the time| of!! his
investigation of psychic phenomena,.
over 30 years ago, a coafirmed un-
believer in spiritual realities, a hard,
Aihyielding 'materialist, in short, an.
out and out opponent of the faith.
He tells ug: “Up to the time when'I
firat became acquainted with the
facts of Spiritualism, I was a ¢ con-
firmed philosophical sceptic, rejoicing
in the works of Voltaire, Strauss and
Carl Vogt, and an ardent admirerof
Herbert Spencer. .1 was so thorough

‘and confirmed a materialist that (I

LY



could not at that time f{ind a place
in'my mind for the conception of spir-
itual existence, or for any othenagen-~
cies in the universeé than ‘matter and
force. Facts, however, are stubborn
things. MYy curiosity was at firstex-
cited by some slight but inexplicabla
phenomena, occurring in a friend’s
family, and my desire for knowledge
and love of truth forced mie to-con-
tinue the enquiry. The facts be~
came more and more assured, more and
more varied, more and more Tre-
moved from anything that
modern science taught or modern
philosophy speculated on. The facts
beat me. They compelled me to ac-
cept them as facts long before I cpuld
cept the spiritual explanation of them;
there was at that time “no place in my
fabric of thought into which it could
be fitted.” By slow degrees a place
was made ; but it was made not by pre-
conceived or theoretical opiniong,but by
the.conlinuous action of fact after fact,
which could not be got rid of in any
other way. IHaving as above indi-
cated, been led, by a strict induction
from facts, too a belief: 1, Tn the ex-
istence of a number of p '‘terhuman
intelligences of various grades, and 2,
That some of these ( intelligences,
though usually invisible and intang-
ible to us, can and do, act on matter,
and do influence our minds, etc., etc.”

Dr. George Sexton, M.D., M,A,; LL.
D., was for many years the cecadjutor
of Mr. Bradlaugh and one of thetmost

earnest and energetic of the secular-
ist teachers. Robert Owen first
called his attention to Spiritualism.
He read books, saw a good deal of the
ordinary physical manifestations;but
he always ‘“‘suspected that the med-
iums played tricks, and that the whole
affair was nothing but clever conjur-
ing by means of concealed machine-
ry.”* He gave lectures against Spir-
itualism, dwelling on the absurdity of
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the phenomena, and ridiculiog the idea
that these were the work of spirits,
Then another friend and feliow.
secularist of Dr. Sexton’s, Mr. Turley,
after trying to expose Spiritualism, be-
came a convert to it. Dr. Sexton
laughed at his conversion, but it made
an impresgion on his mind. Ten years
passed away before Dr. Sexton became
a Spiritualist, and in his lecture, “How
I' Became a Spiritualist,” he tellsus
of his investigations with mediumg
who submitted to every condition he
wished to impose, and yet the phem
omena was manifest in his,own house,
and concludes with these words: "“All
the physical phenomena that
I had seen, now became
clear tome ; they were not accomplish-
ed by trickery, as I had formerly sup-
posed, but were the result of some un-
discovered law of pature, which it waa
the business of the man of science to
use his utmost endeavors to discover.”
In this attitude ha stood toward the
phenomena for fifteen years. In
1865 lhe began to hold seances in his
own house, but it was years after this
before he obtained the phenomena
which was absolutely conclusive. Here
is his own testimony.

“The proofs that I did ultimately
receive, are, many of them, of a char-
acter that I cannot describa min~
utely to a public audience. Suffice
it to say that I got ini my own{house,
in the absence of all mediums, other
than members of my own family, and
intimate private friends in whom med-
iumistic powers became developed, evi-
dences of an irresistible charaoter,
that the communications came from
dec..»sed friends and relatives. In-
te'tigence was again and again dis-
p'ayed which could not possibly have
had any other origin than that which'
it professed to have. Facts were nam-
ed, known to no one in the circldand
left to be verified afterwards. /The
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identity of the spirits communicating
was proved in a{ hundred . diffeirent
ways. Our dear departed ones made
themselves palpable both to feeling
and to sight and the doctrine of
spirit communication was proved be-
yond the shadow of a_‘doubt.” ODr.
Sexton was an eprnest and eloquent
lecturer in behalf of Spiritualism’'and
a wreiter of rare ability and powem.
His lecture on “Spirit Mediumg and
Conjurors’”’ shows the important and
clear distinctions between the most
wonderful results of legerdemain and
the result of true psychic power.
Was Dr. Sexton a fool ¢

16 OTHER EMINENT WITNESSES TO
THE GENUINENESS OF PSYCHIC
PHENOMENA. o

Judge Edmonds wag elected a mem-
ber of both branches of the State
Legislature of New York, and was for
some timre President of the Senata.
After passing through various of-
fices, he was made a Judge of the:
Supreme Court of New, York. He held
this position six years and resigned it
on accodnt of the outery raised
against him because he had become =
Spiritualist. Induced by some of his
friends, he visited a medium, and be-
ing astonished by what he saw, the
determined (to investigate and dis-
cover and expose what he believed to
be a great fraud. In his work en-
titled = “Spirit Manifestations,” he
telis of the remarkable things he wit-
nessed, extending over several years,
in a great variety of circumstances,
in different countries, and how for
years he struggled against the con-
viction that spirit agency produced the
phenomena. = ““I went into the in-
vestigation,” he declares, ‘originally
thinking it a deception, and intend-
ing to make public my exposure (of
it. Having from my researches come
to a different conclusion, I feel the
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obligation to make known the result
is just as strong.” He practiced at
tbe bar and was in' the highest re-
pute as a ‘lawyer until his death. Was
Judge Edmonds a fanatic?

Robert Hare, M.D., Emeritus Pro-
fessor of Chemistry in the University
of Pennsylvania, was one of the most
eminent scientific men of America.
He distinguished himself by a num-
ber of important discoveries/ (the oxy-
hydrogen blowpipe being one of
them) and was the author of more
than 150 papers on scientific subjeata
besides others on moral and political
guestions. Jn 1B53 he began anin-
vestigation of the physical phenom-=
ena, and, like Sir William Crookes, de~
vised special apparatus which he felt
sure would detect fraud and imposi-
tion. His apparatus, however, only
served to prove 'the genuineness of the
phenomena and he was converted ta
Spiritualism,

In his work of great acuteness and
logical power entitled “ Hare’s Ex-
perimental Investigations of the Spir-
it Manifestations,”” he datails the
pourse of his proceedings and  the
various steps in his reasoning leading
up to the grand climax of spirit
agency. His works have passed.
through five editions. Archbishop
Whately was a Spiritualist. Mr. Fitz-
patrick in his Dlemories of Whately,
describes the various stages of inves-
tigation through which this great log-
ician passed by means of investigations
conducted in his own thouse and
his enthusiastio reception of the spirit
messages.

Professor Challis, the Plumereian
Professor of Astronomy at Cambridge,
declares concerning the testimony in
behalf of the physical phenomena;:
“In short, the testimony has beenso
abundant and consentaneous, that
either the facts must be admitted td
be such as are reported, or the 'possi-



bility of certifying facts by human
testimony must be’given up.”

Johann C. F. Zollner, Professor of
-Physical Astronomy at the Univer-
sity of Leipsic, had more than 30 sit-
‘tings with Slade, the American med-~
ium, in his own house at Leipsie. or
in the houses of his friends between
Nov., "7, and May, '78, and witnessk
ed some of the most astounding physi-
cal phenomena that has ever been re-
porded, all in the presence of one or
more of his fellow-professors, especial-
ly Professors Weber, Scheibner and
Fechner. Among the phenomena
given in Zollner’s Transcendental
Physics is that of the passage of
matter through matter.

Dr. Joseph Cook, of Boston, the nated
divine and lecturer, whom no one wilt
accuse of heterodoxy, wince he isone
of the strongest and ablest, apolo-
gists for orthodoxy our age has pro-
duced, considered it his right and duty

to investigate the phenomena of Spir-
itivalism. He discusses very fully

and frankly the remarkable experi-
ence of Zollner, and though he has
been accused of being tainted with the
philosophy of Spiritualism, has tomy
knowledge, never gone farther «in this
direction than to investigate and
certify to the genuineness of' the
phenomena he witneased. He assist-
ed in an experiment some (years ago,
where a number of scientists and men
of note devised most crucial conditions
under which; a modern medium under-
took to prove the reality of the phen-
omena of siate writing. Here is a
brief account of the same taken from
the words of Dr. Epes ‘Sargent (Scien®
tific Basis of Spiritualism) and the"
statement signed by Dr. Cook and
others there present:

‘At the house of Epes Sargent, on
the evening of Saturday, March 18th,
the undersigned saw two clean slateg
placed face to face, withi a bit of slate

i
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pencil between them. We all held
our hands clasped around thecdgesof
the two slates. The hands of Mr. Wat«
kins, the psychic, also clasped the
slates. In this position we all dis
tinctly heard the pencil moving, and
on opening the slates found an intelli-
gent message in a strong masculing
hand, in answer to a question asked
by one of the company. ,

Afterwards two slates were clumped
together by strong brass fixtures, and
held at arm’s length by Mr. Cook, |
while the rest of the company and the
psyehic had their hands in full view
on the table. After a moment of |
waiting the slates were opened and |
a message in feminine hand was found |

on one of the inner surfaces. 'Thera
were five lighted gas burnerd in the
room at the time. 'We cannot apply

to these facts any theory of firaud, and |
we do not see how the writing can be
explained, unless matter in the slate |
pencil was moved without contact.—
F. E. Bundy, ™M.D., Epes Sargent, John
C. Kinney, Henry G. White, Joseph
Cook.

For lengthened detailed acconnt of.
the same see Dr. Joseph Cook’s lecture.
of Mar. 15th, 1380, & i

Not many years ago Dr. Cook made
his memorable tour around the world,
In Europe he met the famous German -
philosopher, Professor Zollner. Mr.
Zollper had been carefully investigat-
ing the phenomena of Spiritualism,
and assured Mx. Cook of the following
occurences as facts, under his own
observations Knots had been found
tied in the middle of cords, by some in-
visible agency, whilst both ends were
made securely fast, 8o that tHey could
not be tampered with; messages were
written between doubly and trebly
sealed slates; coin had passed throngt
& table in' a .manner to fllustraite jthe
sugpension of the laws of impenatrar
bility of matter; straps of leatbes




were knotted under ‘his own hand;; the
impression of two feet was [given on
sooted paper pasted inside of two
sealed slates; whole and uninjured
wooden tings were placed around the
standard of a card tahle, over either
end of which they could by no possi-
bility be slipped ; and finally the tahle
iteelf, a heavy beachen structure,whol-
ly disappeared, and then fell from the
top of the room where ProfedsonZoli-
ner and his friends were sitting.

SCIENTISTS CONVINCED.

The following extract is found in
The Scieptific Press, 1893:

GENUINE PHENOMENA.

Al meeting of scientific professors
has been held at Milan, comprising
Alexander Aksakow, the distinguished
Russian. savant; J. P. Schiaparelli,
the Italian astronpmer and director of
the observatory at Milan, Cesare Lom-
broso, Profespor of Legal Medicine at
the University of Turin; Professors
Brofferio, and Geiosog and Senator G.
Negri, the well-known historian ; Pro-
fessor Colombo, whoi was lately a
member of the talian ministry ; and
Doctors G. Finzi and G. B. Ermacora.
Here was as scientific a committee
of enquiry as the most sceptical could
demand, and Eusapia Paladino had
undertaken a journey from Naples Lo
Milan, in order to fagilitate Itheir
investigations, These were conduoted
according 'to purely scientific methods,
and the results astounded all present.

The weight of the medium .under
various magnetic conditions was
found to range from a minimum of 110
lbs. to a maximum off 15¢ lbs. |Bells
and tambourines placed upon a table
were raised into the air| by invisible
hands and agitnted, and at ithe re-
quest of the committee one of :the:
spirits pregent strugk the head of
each person with' a tambourine. The
most curious phenomenon of all was

45

the following: The medium, taking
the hand of Professor Schiaparelli, and
holding it firmlyi in hen own, caused
the index finger to'trace several lines
of imaginary signs on a sheet/ off blank
paror: NWhen it came(to be examined
afterwards, all thesa charaoters were
found to be 'written inl ink on | the
other side of the paper, although there
was not a drop of ink in the room.
*“After this proof,” exclaimed Pro-
fessor Lombroso, “[I must take my.
departure, otherwise I feel I shall go
mad. The sincerity of the phenomena
are to me so indisputaple, and they
lie so completely outside of alli natural
laws, that the mind is bewildered in
its efforts to find any kind of explan-
ation of them. PBefore resuming the
study of themy [ wanf ‘to/ give my mind
a little rest.” Professor Schiaparelli,
who approached the subject inf a spirit
of the coldest scepticism, expressed
himself in similar terms. .
Kt a second sitting, Professor Rich-
et, of the Paris & rbonney who has
always been a bitter opponent of
Spiritualism, came all the way from
Toulon expressly to) take part in the
proceedings, and after, witnessing: the
phenomena, became enthusiastic in his
admiration of them. ‘A' later report
states that an investigafion of the
phenomena produced through the
famous medium, Eusapia Paladino,
has been undertaken by some of the
foremost scientists in Italy, and ‘their

_report has been published in L’Italia

del Popolo, and reprinted in the Ves-
sillo Spirituista of November last.
All the conditions and precautions
observed/ were such ag the most rig-
brious spirit of scientific inquiry could
devise ; and sbme of them were such
as had never before been adopted. The
medium was constantly in view of the
persons present, and one of her hands
was held the whble time by Professor
Schiaparelli, and the other by Dr. Kar¥
du Prel. Spirit hands touched the sit-
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i . .
spiritualists are not organized as a

ters, and rendered themselves visible,
lights floated in the nir, chnirs were
rembved without contact with any
physical ppwer while persons — were
seated in them, and other remarkable
manifestatibns took place. These nre
enumerated in the report, which con-
cludesthus:

*1, That in the circumsinnces given,
not one of the phenomena obtained
in the light more or lesy intense, could
have been produced by any artifice
whatever.

* 2. That the same convielion may
be affirmed with respect to the great-
er part of the phenomen:a in complete
darkness.”

Thompson Jay Iludson, the disting-~
guished scientist and investigator ‘of
Psychic Phenomena, author of the
*““Law of Psychic Phenomena” wha
rejects in toto the spirit Illypothesis as
explanation of the phenomena declar-
es: I will not waste time, however,
by attempting to prove by experiments
of my own, or of others, that such
phenomena do ogcur. It is too late
for that. The fagts are too well
known to the civilized world to require
proof at this time. The man who de-
nies the phenomena of spiritism to-
day is not entitled to be called a
skeptic, he is simply ignorant ; and it
would be al hopeless taski to attempt
to enlighten him.”

17.—THE BURNING BUSH OF MOD-
ERN SPIRITUALISM.

Modern Spiritualism is less than half
a century old, yet its converts and ad-
herents were estimated by the late,
Archbishop Hughes of New York to
number in 1860 at least ten millions in:
the United States alone. The Roman
Catholic Council at Baltimore in 1876
estimated there were 10,000,000 of
gpiritualists in the United States. As

church or religious denominstion, and
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a great majority of those) converped
to its philosophy are atlll identitied
with some of the Christian ehurches,
it is difficult to get, any approxinate
idea of the nmumber of spiritualists i |
America, There can be tno doubt that
they number many ‘millions, since they
are found in every town and cily of
the American Union, have extensivg,
und flourishing publishing houses, 3
large number of well sustained papers,
magazines, and number in the list of
their converts, many men of natioml
reputation, distinguished jurigts, diy.
ines, authors, scientists and profes-
sional men. :The list of platform
speakers runs into thousands and its
bibliography is so extensive that ons
Boston firm advertises over 700 vol-
umes in its list. )

The number of converts is rapldl,v
growing and many of thesq are from
the ranks of‘the thoughtful, educated
and scientific classes.

Of course it has been opposed as all
new philosophies of life (and especial-
ly those that touch very closely the-
ology and the Bible) are opposed, most
stubbornly, bitterly and with every
weapon known to modern argument-
ative warfare, Ridicule hus been
poured upon it in torrents, the Bible
has been interpreted in such a way
asto damn it, the pulpit has denounced
it, many old laws on the statne books
have been revived against it, and again
and again and again it has been ex-
posed (?) as fraud and, humbug and yst
it lives and grows. ,

A little exercise of the divine gift
of common sense would teach the op-
ponents of the philosophy that what
was exposed was fraud and not spirit-
ualism and that a doctrine that thrives
in the midst of bitterest opposition and
grows in the fires of persecution has
some measure of truth in its keeping
to give it vitaldty, Truth lives, error
passes away. The fiery flame can




never consume the bush in which an
angel hides.

Ihave now shown by testimony, few
will care to dispute, the genuineness of
the Spiritual Phenomena, and our
segond enquiry is, what is the true
meaning or interpretation of that
Phenomena ?

o far as [ am aware all theattempt-
ed explanations of these modern mir-
acles may be ranged under three

heads:
1. The Phepomena is the work of

Satanic agency. P. The Phenomena is
produced by ‘‘ unconscious  cerebra-
tion” (Carpenter) or the “subconscious
mind” (Hudson) or other inherent
powers of human nuature.| 3. The
Phepomena is to be attributed to
spiritual agency, is, in short, the work
of spirits of departed human beings
desirious of commumicating with
friends in earth-life.,

I shall show that ithe first two the-
ories do not meet . hel case and that
the last is the only possible rational
explanation.

MWe look first, then, at che theory
that the devil or hLis imps is thevor-
igin of this phenomepa.n From the
time of the Babylonian captivity the
devil has played an‘inportan{ partin
the history, first of the Jew-
ish and afterwards of the
Christian church. It entered into
the habels of thought in thosel early
times to attribute nearly every mis-
fortune, disease, affliction; and espec-
ially everything that was novel and
mysterious, or not clearly explain-
able by the present state of know-
ledge, to one or more Of those dark
and deadly enemies of the race, which
according 'to popular view, ‘ throng
the air and darken heaven.” In the
days of Jesus' ministry on' earth! the
minds of the people were filled; with
this belief and it becaime @ stock ex-
planation for all' abnorma® conditiony
of body or for all new land distasteful
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dogtrines which crept into a man's

miad, to say, ** He \hathia Mevil.” Dhis
same thing by the way, has been said'
of nearly every great thinker, every
moral or social reformer, every man
who guined u few ideas before they had
percolated into the pubiic mind. The
people were sure Jesus had a devil, and’
inthe days of the Reformation, Martin
Luther was accused of having a whole
legion of them (and John Wesley llike-
wisey It is thought that the general
diffusion of knowledge ‘'to-day, the

spread of scientific truth among the
people, and the gradual increase in
inteljigence and spirituality, are alk
tending to limit the sphere of his,
Satanic Majesty's rule, and hence it
is that the devil does not cutso wide
a swathe, nor is he considered so im-
portant a personage as he
once wag, It is true that he
is  not yet banished from the

world. In modern life however, he is
supposed (o confine his operations
pretty largely to the manufacture of
new doctrines, giving particular at-
tention to college professors and to
spiritualism. Ask one hundred orth-
odox persons the question “what causes
this spiritualistic phenwomena? and
ninety per cent. will answer “ It ig(the
devil’s work.” Of thistheynre sure
—though they may have never read
one of the scientific treatises written
in defente of spirilualism, or made
any personal investigations, or evem
taken the pains to interrogate men
who have givep years ta its study,
theoratically aud practically. This is
a short and easy method of ‘disposing
of a ttoublesome question, but it is
hardly logical, or according to sarip-
tural rule to “ prove all things.” Non
is it very effective in this age, be-
cause the scientific mind to-day has
little confidence in the ability of Sat-
an to disturb the course of nature.
The ghost of Spiritualism like Ban-




quo’s ghost, will not down at any suich
' explanation. "
Leaving aside somo minor difficultiea
in conceiving the devii in B0 many
thousand places at the same hour, and
the greater moral difticulty in suppos-
ing that God, while prohibiting com-
munications from our departed friends,

allow diabolical fiends to de-
ceive the -masses, the ocharac-
ter of the ‘communicationd ren-
ders it abseolutely impossible to

think their source Satanio. Aften:
some years of investigation, under a
great variety of circumstances, I
dare affirm tbat the Ethical system
taught in these spirit communications
has never bepn surpassed in either
the lofty character of those duties
which it proclaims or the power and
variety of the 'motives urged to sec-
ure obedienke.

The spiritualily, beauty, consistency
and inherent divinity of many of these
gpirit messages, renders the thought
of Diabolic origin! a horrible one, and
its expression, a blasphemy.

‘When 1 visited recently my vener-
able friend, the Rev., F. M. Finn, Chap-
lain of the Stony, 'Mountain Peniten-
tiary and preached to the prisoners,
he showed me one of the number,
whose crime was shooting 2 man who
was riding a bicycle: The prisoner
had never seen a picycle and 'when he
saw one in ‘motion pover the prairie
with what appeared like a ‘human form;
bestride it, he 'declares he thought) it
was the “evil and shot. It is true he
was an indian and of a low type of
intellect but it does not require at
high degree of intellectual ability to
see the devil in everything that is
new or mysterious.

1.t no one, then, who has any re-
spect for human reason, who attaches
any weight to human testimony, who
bas any reverewmce for soientific en~
quiry and for scientific men, thinlk:«
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for a moment to satisfy the intekli-
gonce of this age by the ‘tlippant
stutement of ignorant higotry, It is
all of the devil.”

’

The subject to whidch Sir Wm. Crooks
has devoted so many years of experi-
ment, which has won the intellect and
heart of Alfred Russel Woallace, which
has received the confirming testimony
of Judge Mdmonds, Epes , Sargent,
Camiile Flamumarion, W. T. Stead; F.
Zollner, Dr. Joseph Cook, Victor iuge,
Gerald 'Mapsey, Lord Lytton, Dr.Sex-
ton, W, M\ Mhackery, Elizabeth Bar-
rett Browning and a host of aother
bright intellects is not to be anuffed
out by w puff of pleasantry or damned
by labelling it with the devil’s name,

The segond theory advanced. to ae-
count for the marvellous facts of
psychio power that meet the inves-
tigation of spirltualism, is that of ‘‘un-
consgipus cergbration’!” and the ac-
tivity of the “unconscious mind.”

*Unconscious cerebration” may,in-
deed, work out, its processes acoording
to the laws of mental activity upon
the material already in the mind. But
how can it get a knowledge of faots
with which it has Leen hithento un-
scquainted ¥ How could any ‘U un-
conscious’’ mental activity acquaint a
London lawyer (amn acquaintamce (of
my own) with the fact that his cousin
in Rochester had passed away, had
died at' a certain Wate, of a' particular
disease, was ill for two weeks, attended
by a certain physician &o. All . of
these facts, he claims), were givenithim
by the materialized, spirit of, hia cou-
sin who appeared to him in London,
Ont.,when he had not' the slightest sus-
picion that she 'had passed away. Amn
almost innumerable list of similar in-
stances could be collected i in® the
psychic phepomena of to-day.

The theory of Thomspn Jay Hud-
son, the scientist, is that all: this in~
formation is obtained, all the objec-

)
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tive phenomenal such as movement. of
objects, slate writing, plano playing,
&y., is performed| by what he is pleas-
ed to term the “‘unconscious mind.”
For he halds that, practically speaking,
men have eaph two minds the ‘ ob-
jective mind” and theq *subjective
mind."! This secont, subconscious
mind Is meehanical, in its operationa,

governed pntirely by auggestion, reas-’

ons oniy by deduction, and is capable
of coming easily into contact with
other minds. It {s, wccording to Mr.
Hudson, & great 'miracle | worker,
being abie not only to| perform; mar-
vels in the way of )gathering faots
and ideas and drawing deductions from
them but especially marvellous in ita
power of moving even heavy, objects,
and exemnting force ‘and other mir-!
acles in the physical realm. f )

Buffice it to say .that the theory
i3 & very ingenious one and very skil-
fully worked out, and, granting Mr.
Hudson’s premises, will account for
much of the phenomena of hypnotism,
trance clairvoyance, and mediumship
geperally. But it will not bear the
strain Mr. H. has put! upon, it. The
bed is too short for Mr, Hudson to
stretch himself upon it and too weak
to bear the weight of the occult phen-
omena of to-day. Mr. Hudson’s pre-
mises are nobt proven ; his conclusion
can only be conditionaly He assumes
in the human soul embodied powers
and faculties that are fully as marvel-
lous and, to yme, more incredible.tham
the theory of spirit communicatipn
which he opposes., But granting his
premises and gran{ing some of his
conclusions, we must (still call in the
conscious aoctivity of departed human
beings to account for some of the
psychic phenomena; that is abundanit-
1y verified to-day. Such a collection

of facts concerning the deceased cous- -

sin to whom we alluded) above—even
allowing all the possibilities of tele-

pathy—gfacts, by the way which my
lawyer friend abundantly verified
afterwards, exiated in no other mind
than that of the cousi herseif. Did
it ®ome telppathiocally to him from
her¢ It so, it was still apirit com-
‘munication and how accoumt for her
form which he saw, her hand whichi
he felt, her individuality in form,
feature, manner &e., which he re-
cognized &

But it may be said that the 'three
theoriea I have mentioned as possible
explanations of the psychic phenomk-
ena, Wiz.; Diabolic origin, uncon-
scious cerebration and spirit agency,
do not exhaust all the possibilitiesof
the case. Possibly not, but we'think
if neither of these can 'be established
there is no posaibility of establisfhingy
any other. ‘‘Granted,” you may say.
“It is not possible to find any rationall

solution. The whole thing is inex-
tricable mystery."” ‘‘But why so?”’ we
ask. “y

Let me suppose a case. Imagine
all humanity crossing a bridge, as in
the Vision of Mirza, and one by (one
falling through it and drifting out on
the boundless tide toward an island in
the hazy horizcn, where they are lost
to view. Thus the centuries of hum-
an history have passed. Generation
after generation has passed through
the bridge, drifted out in the tide, been
lost to sight and heard from no more.
But now comes a js¢range tale to' our -
ears. Men, apparently sane {(atleast
sane enough and intelligent; andjered-
ible enough in other respects) astound
ug by asserting the reappearance of
some of the departed ones. They say b
“1 recognize his form, his face, his
speech, his manner, his idiosyncracies,
his handwriting, the prints of his nails
of the scars upon his hands.” N

The number of witnesses multiply.
The phenomena increases. Thess real
or fanciful visitants leave theixj foot-
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prints -(like Friday) upon the shore.
They write their names, they paint pie-
tures, they perform miracles (or dia-
blerte f) and the mystery is unsolved.

One man asserts it in explanation,
“It is the Devil going out tq deceive
the nutions.” Another asserts: "It
is fancy or unconscious cerebration, or

purely subjective phenomena any-
way.” A third asserts that “Inthe
mouth of two or three eredible wit~

nesses the reappearance of thesefor-
mer Inhabitants of our land is estab-

lished.”

Why should wsuch a theory
be incredible or apparently
mysterlous to those who pro-

fess to belicve in the conscious ex-
iatence of the soul after denth, inthe
survival of human affection, in the
records of Secripture, which assert
again and again,in both Old and New
Testaments, exnctly the same classof
rerappenrances? If the woul sUrvives
death, if God permitted it in past days,
if the same ‘God rules in heaven, why
should our own age—which we con-
sider in many ways superior to
all past ages—be inferior in wpiritual
life or privilege to'any precedingage ¥
*Is God asleep, that he should ceuse to

All that he was to Prophets of the
Pasty .

All that he was {0 Poets of »ld ‘I'ime ;

All that he was to Herorsouls,who clad

Their sun-bright minds in adaman-
tine mail

Of constaney, and walked the world
with ITim,

And spake with His deep music on
their tongue,

And acted with His pulse within the
heart,

And died, or seemed to outward sense
to die,

Vanishing in light, as if the sun
Gathered its imnge back into itgel®?
Is God less real now than when he

sang,

And smote with His right hand the
harp of space,

And all the stars from His

lectri
breath, oo
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In golden galaxies af harmony, ;
Went choiring out, heart-fiushed with
life from Him #"

‘Why should po jmuch scepticism and
Infidelity prevail in the‘midst of such
an avalanche of testimonyf! For my.
self, I see no reason why thq follow-
ing experience and testimony by a
clear-headed and honorabls businesy
wan of London, Ontario, shonld not be
accepted as readily as the necounts of
the story of the angels’ visit to Abra-
ham. This man, anfopponent at, the
time of Spiritualism and a acoffer at its
phenomena, in company with several
others, vigited n Spiritual camp meet~
ing at Lake Brady. At a seance a
form appenred and he was called up to
an interview. The lady asserted her-
self as his forwner wife. He denied.
She reilerated the statement. Then
standing by his side and placing her
hands upon his shoulders she asked

him to face the audience. Taking her
stand by his side, she said to  thosa

present.: “This was my husband
when I was in earth life. His nameis
We lived at No. — on, =—
street, T.ondon, Ont. We had - chil-
dren, ete., ete., ete.—giving further de-
tails of home life, until all doubt van-
ished, nnd he acknowledged hergtate
ment correet, and his belief in Spir-
itualism. Should it be said: His
failure to recognize at first his for-
mer wife is mnnaccountable? We
answer, that in n similar way the dis-
ciples at first failed 'to recognize their
risen Lord. There is a philosophical
explanation, but it would carry ustoo
far from the point under considera-
tion. \

I repeat, the testimouy of thisliv-
ing witness in our'midst t o-day, seems
to me as'valid and truly evidential as
the testimony attributed ‘to Moses re-

e e e,

garding  the appearance of
angels to  Abraham nearly
four thousand years ago.

|
|
|
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1 now prooeod with my third proposi-
tion;: Mhat the belief in spirit re-
turn and communication is both Bfeth-
odistlo and Beriptural, or, at least,
not opposad to Methodism or Scrip-
ture. 5 v

| ) :

The Wesley family was a famlly of
prophets, having not only the pro-
phetical gift of utterance of spiritual
truth developed in large measurebut
also a spiritual trend of thoughtand
desire that made the invisible and
spiritual world a living reality in their
lives and converpation. In nddition
there was a large vein of mediumis-
tic power in the family, and there is
good historic date in 'the letterswrit-
ten by the Wesley family, for the be-
lief that Hetty Wesley was a med-
ium. In the journal of M.r. Samuei
Welsey, Sen., transcribed oy the late
Rev. John ‘Wesley, Aug. 27th, 1726,is
glven an *“Account of Noises and
Disturbances in my House at Ep-
worth, Lincolnshire, in Dec. and Jan.,
1716." This, with the letiers of Sus-
anna Wesley and correspondence of
the chiliren concerning these phen-
omena, is to be found in a quaint and
rare little voluma entitled ‘‘Newa
From the Invisible World," published
in London in 1844, and said to be “com-
piled from the works of Baxter, Wes-
ley and others.” It bears John Wes-~
ley's portrait on the title page. Wes~
ley himself belisved in the nearness
and reality of the spirit world andin
the possibility of the departed reap-
pearing to and communicating with
the living. His journals, when print-
ed without the pruning of modern edi-
tors, abundantly prove this fact. See
extrac:s from these jouruals in my
recenit volume, “Glimpses of the Un-
seen.’ Dr, Adam Olark and other
leaders of the Methodist revival move-
ment held similar views.
speaking, then, a Methodist need not
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be ashamed of his company, when he
avows the belief that the spiritual’
world ia all around ua and that com
munications between the so-called dead
and living are possible and actual.
See Wesley’s works, vol. lv., pp, 279-288.
Again Methodism aims at raising up
a spiritual people. The belief in the
Spirit. world as near at hand, in the
nearness of spirit friends, in their
knowledge of us, their ministry for
us, and their clairvoyant power toread
our very thoughts, is one of the most
spirituualizing and elevating truths
that can enter the mind of mam, It
gives reality, spiritual tangibility ta
the ordinary dreamy conceptions of a
far-off heaven. It fills the mind with
spiritual thought, the soul with
spiritual conceptiou of the world and
_divine governmont and its whole ten-
dency is toward spirituality of life.
The Spirltual Philosophy spiritualizes,

1L

There is nothing in the mere belief
in the fact that spirit communication
is antagonistic to Methodist theology.
I readily grant that very much of
the teaching of modern Spiritualists
is opposed to Methodist teaching. My
‘contention is that belief in the possi-
bility or actuality of spirit commun-
ication is perfectly compatible with our
theology. If then the passage in my
sermon to which exception is taken,
beginning with, “If we ascend the
Spiritual Alps,” etc., be interpretedby!
you to teach spirit communicationsmy,
reply is that, as a Methodist and- a
Bible student, I ami''well within the
lines of my own right and privilege,
when I believe and assert such’ =
belief. I am not 'thelonly Methodist
who believes that, Believers in this
philosophy exists by ftens of thousands
sands in the ministry. Ishould nothave
to go' out of the London Conference to
go out of the London Counferemce to



find many who accept ithe same faith.
Prominent men in the ministry of all
the churches believe in spirit com=
muhnications and their belief dces not
interfere with their standing -or their
usefulness.

The Rev. Samuel ; Watson, for thirty-
six years a Methodist minister in ‘the
{United States, editor of a church pub-
lication, President of a Methodist Col-~
lege, was for many years after his
public avowal of a ‘belief in Spiritual-
ism, still in official relation with his
church, before he resigned his position.
His volumes, “The Religion of Spirit-
ualism; its Phenomena and Philos-
ophy,” and “The. Clock Struck One,”
were, I believe, published while he was
in official connection with -Methodism
and they are classics in the literature
of Spiritualists to-day.

It is time the question was fully.set-
tled in Canadian Methodism whether
a man can hold the views I hold and
be a Methodist., I am quite willing
that my case should be.a test ‘'case,
and if I fall in the fight' for new
truth and more liberal views in mat-
ters religious, others will continuathe
battle and 1n the end be victorious,

IIl.

Nor is such a belief in wspirit
communication opposed to the teach-
ing of Scripture:

The Scriptures of both the Old and
the New ‘Testaments give repeated ac-
counts of the reappearance of depart-
ed human beings on earth.’

The three angels who appeared to
Abraham and the two who appeared
to Lot in Sodom were undoubtedly
men who had lived this earthly, life
and who came back as materialized
human forms. They are called men
repeatedly. (Gen. xviii: xix.) and the
words men and angels are used in-
terchangeably. Samual’s appearance
to Saul is another indubitable proof
of spirit return. No'one can devise,
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even with the utmost skill and ingen-
uity fon avoiding the truth, a. re-
spectable and consistent interpreta-
tion of this Scriptural'narritive con-
cerning Saul and Samuel, without ad-
mitting spirit return. Such was the
view, and argument of Josephus. Such
was the view of the Jew.a
generally and the Apocrypha (accepted
as inspired by the Roman Catholic
world) attests this view.! . i ,

Moses and Elias on the mount iof
transfiguration prove the possibility
of epirit return and apirit communi-
cation with men. The spirit that ap-
peared tp Paul, is spoken 'of a8 A man
of Macedonia and might have been (as
modern Psychology proves) either an
exrcarnate spirit or a apirit in tempor-
ary soul-flight from the body, but
wae undoubtedly, a human spirit. The
possibility of such temporary soul
fhght is fully affirmed by St. Paul
in II Cor. XII: 2-4. &

I knew a man in Christ 1 above
fourteen years ago, (whether in the
bodyy L cannot tell ; or whether out wf
the body, I cannot tell ; God, knoweith;)
such an one caught up \to tha third

heaven. | s

Nnik I knew quch a ‘nan, (whether inf
the body or out of the body, I cannot
tell; God knoweth.) 0.

How that he was caught up /! into
paradise, and heard (unspenkiable.
words, which it is notJ lawful for a man
tol utter.” [

Likewise one of lt(he angels t)hat ap-
peared to John in Patmos ad recorded |
in Revelation, Chapter XXII :(8-9, was
undoubtedly a one of the earlier Jew-
ish prophets, a fellow-servant. af
John's.

“ And 1 John saw these things, a.nd
heard them. And when I had heard
and geen; I fell down ta worship before
the feet of the angel which hhewedm
these things. \ (0

Then saith be unto me, See thou ("]

g e



it not ; for [ ap thy fellowcarvanit, and
of thy brethren the prophets, and of
them which keep the sayings of this
book ; worship God.V

The angels that sq/frequently figure
in the Old and the New Testament(nar-
ratives, that manifested such deep in-
terest in the persons to whom they
appeared, showed such profound sym-
pathy: with those to whom the revela-
tions were given, were in my-opinion
materialized human spirits. They were
for: the time being, truly human, body
and; spirit, as ‘they walked with men,
talked with men, ate with men, but
unlike) men in the flesh, they had fthe
power of dematerializing their bodies
at will and vanishing out of the sight
of men. .

The doctrines related to that
of sepirit return, and ' forming

with! it an essential pant of the Spirit-
ual Philosophy, such as Clairvoyance,
Telepathy, Prophecy, signifidant
dreams, visions, healing and  other
spiritual gifts, find abundant proof and
frequent illustration in the scriptures.

Joseph was an interpreter of dreams,
a diviner, and used a divine cup or
glass, Elisha sthrough, his'clairvoyance
was, able to tell:the king of Israel the
cabinet secret plans and purposes of
his enemy, the king of Syria, and to
preserve the king's safety again and
again. In II Kings, VI chapter you
find repeated  illustrations of
clairvoyant power and of its being
conferred on Elisha’s servant. Sam-
wel the prophet possessed the same
power and was able to tell Saul, for
a small bit' of money, where td find
the lost asses. If he lived to-day
some one would, be sure to call him
a fortune teller or a  spiritualist.
Daniel was an interpreter of dreams, a
seer of visions, a predicter of future
e¢vents, In the New Testament we
have Peter reading clairvoyantly the
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thoughts of Ananias and Sapphira.
Paul, ennumerating amang the spirit-
ual gifts, that of discernment of

‘spirits, and teaching that healing was

a gift that followed the outpouring
of] the spirit and hence, ‘characterigtic
off the Christian religion. James cer-
tainly believed in healing the sick,’
and prescribes the method to be fol-
lowed. The followers of Jesus were
as truly commissioned to heal the siock
as to preach. 1, Cor., XIV. chapten
shows avhat a variety of spiritual gifts
was found in the early church and how
far/ the modern church service has de-
parted from the primitive Christian
worship. ' .
These gifts and graces are In the
world to-day, though not ali found or
practiced in the orthodox churches.:
Some of the plants and flowers found
originally in the King’s Garden have
in the lapse of centuries, by the hlow-
ing of seed, or the breaking down of
of the fences got to growing outside
the walls and even in the hedges, yet
they belong of right to the King's
Garden. ‘Healing power is in the
world to-day and is exercised by hun-
dreds in a great variety of organiza~
tions and associated with a great var-
iety of doctrines. It is used oftento
authenticate—which it does not—doo-
trines absurd and contradictory.
Clairvoyance is a gift possessed by
many. The Scotch call it second
sightt It s a igenuine divine gift,
tthough often exercised by men and
women in humble life and who use
their marvellous powers for money, aa
did some of the propheta of old.
V. :

The Scriptures nowhere teach thalf

the marvellous gifts and graces of
apostolic times, and the performance
of what is valled miracle, should ibe
confined to any particular age or coun-
try. Our Roman Catholic friends hold
that as miracles ‘were wrought through



the instrumentality of the church in
the early days, 850 they
continued with the church and are
wrought even to-day. ;

Among Protestants there is great
diversity of opinion as to when mir-
acles ceased in the Christian church,
although there is something of unan-
imity in orthodox teaching in the be-
lief that miracles have ceased,. Some
authorities tell us tthat miracles con-
tinued: in the churches until the third
or, fourth centuries, Others that they
ceased with the first or Apostolic age,
There can be little .doubt, however,
that; the teachings of Jesus, the com-
mands' He uttered to heal the sick,
cleanse the leper, &c., and the promises
He made, that greater works than His
own should be wrought by his dis-
ciples, must refer to His followers in
all lands and ages and not to the re-
‘stricted number and that particular
time. No fair system of interpreta-
tion can limit these commands and
promises of Jesus to the few that
heard Him—since it seems to be a re-
cognized principle in interpreting His
dispourses that they are for His fol-
lowerd in all ages.

P VL

i There is a growing conception in the
minds of all thoughtful students ef
God’s government that it is based on
and regulated by law in the spiritual
realm, as well as in the physica. Under
this conception the miracles of the New
Testament dispensation, while inex-
plicable by the natural laws of the phy-
sical realm, were all wrought in ac-
cordance with thigher spiritual laws
conditioned upon these spiritual laws.
Our Lord points out the cause of fail-
ure in miracles attempted by His
disciples, in the lack of requisite con-
ditions ; and it is said of Him, by one
of the evangelists He could do no
mighty miracle f a certain place be-
cause of the lack of requisite faith.
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Not only is this the accepted view
of ‘many profound ‘philosophers ana
theologians, but along with thiscon-
ception of law is‘joined that of the uni-
formity of all God’s revelations and
government from ajge to age. 1t
this view be accepted and miracles
(however we may define them) were
possible in one Wge they are, they
must be, in every age—only, as our
Lord’s teaching seemed to indicate,
with a growth and ‘development of
power resulting from the spiritual
growth and development of humanity.

If this conception of Christ’s teach-
ings be correct regarding the privil-
eges and duties, gifts and graces, pow=
ers and respongsibilities of His follow-
ers, then it inevitably follows that
any Christian church which does' not
accept and present the 'truth to the
world, that does not preserve this
healing power and exemplify it, is
preaching but an emasculated Goospel
and doing but in part the work (the
Christian Church was organized todo.

That healing by laying on of hands,
through the powep of prayer, at the
shrines of saints, metaphysical heal-
ing{ by the Christian Scientists, ia.
taking place all around us no one will
doubt who is open to evidence. The
various errors and vagaries taught in
connection with these different move-
ments need not, and should not, blind
us to the facts of healing for thesaare
now historic, and no facts are better
estpblished by the evidence of testi-
mony than the healing of the sick in
the ways I have indicated in our very
very midst.

Many of the most remarkable oc-
currences recorded in the Bible are
duplicated in the presence of modern
psychics ag attested by hundreds of
living witnesses of known integrity. i

I will take for illustration the
Hand Writing on the Wall, the He-
brew Children in the Fiery Furnace,



and, the carrying away of Philip, as
recorded, in the eighth chapter of
‘Acts, Let anyone calmly sit down
to consider the problem how we know
these events commonly called miracu-
lous and occurring thousands of years
ago and in a distant land, actually oc-
curred, and he must admit that from
purely historic data the evidence is
not unquestioned or unquestionable.
We wverily believe these events occur-
red, but our faith is based more upon
the fact that these records form
part of a system of revelation in which
for a great variety of reasons we have
psrsonal and experimental reasons for
faith, than upon any mere historic
data. In short, our mmain reason for
faith are found in what our personal
experience affords and the evidences
that are tangible to men of ourown
day.

Now in the psychic phenomena of
our age, we have a line of evidence
that demonstrates the truth ©of
these remarkable occurrences of the
Old and New MTestament Scriptures,
which occurrences, as we all know,
form the great stumbling block to the
acceptance of the Bible on the part of
a large portion of the scientific world.
What a vantage ground we sghall
have when we can demonstrate
at once to these men the possibility
and the probable truth of the Old
and New Testament miracles by show-
ing them under the strictest test con-
ditions the repetition of these miracles
in the presence of the psychics of to-
day. (I had intended if the limits of
this Defence would allow to prove that

the Prophets of 'the olden time
and the Psychics of to-
day are one and the same.)

The hand writing on the wall i a clear,
illustration of the Psycography of to-
dayy, It is guplicated in a thousand
homes in America every, day. It is
its own evidence, for the style of ex-
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pression., range and quality of thought,
ma.npensr'ms, and very often the hand-
writing itself, is recognizable and cap-
able of identification. 'The character
of the communications not infrequent-
ly shows more than mortal sources of
knowledge and in some pases a degree
of prophetic power. :

Again as the hand was visible 1 1n
writing on Belshazzar’s walls,so hands
are seen to-day moving the pencil and
sometimes the pencil moving withoub
a visible hand. These facts are attent-
ed by evidencu that would be accepted
in any court of law. The late Judge:
Edmunds of the Supreme Court, New
York City is on record attesting: this
phase of the phenomena. Reputable
men ywhose word 1 have no reason to
doubt have assured me of witnessing it.
Multitudes of testimonies can be col-
lected from the records of psychic re-
seargh. {Evidently the wise man was
gorrect when he wrote: °** The thing
that hath been, it is that whick shall
be; and that which is done, ig t hayty
which shali be done ; and there 18 no
new thing under the sun.”

Tet us take the case of the Hebrew
thildren in the Fiery Furnace'and we
have adundant evidence of the same
phenomena in the presence of psychics
to-day. Men have handled  blazing
coals from the furnace, placed their
head in fire and carried .coals in their
hair without the slighitest sign of burn-
ing or apparent feeling of pain. We
have as good testimony and as credible
witnesses to thess facts as can be pro-
duced to witness any fact in human ex-
perience. .

Here is the testimony of Alfred
Russell Wallace in ‘“ Miracles and
Modern Spiritualism,” pp. 165: “The
best attested and most extraordinary
phenomena copnected with Mr. Home's
mediumship was what is called the fire
test, In a state of trance he took a
glowing coal from the hottest part of



@ bright fire, and carried it round the
room, that every one might see and
feel it was a real one. This is'testi-
fied by Mr. H. D. Jeucken, Lord Lind-
say, Lord Adare, Miss Douglas, Mr. S.
C. Hall, and many others. (But, more
strange still, he could detect the sBama
power on other persomns, or comvey it
to them. A lump of red-hot coal was
pnce placed on Mr. S. C. Hall’s head
in the presence of Lord Lindsay and
four other perspna. Mrs. iHall In a
communication to the Earl of Dunrav-
en, (given in the Spiritual Magazlno,
1870, p., 178) says:

* Mr. Hall was seated nearly oppoai»to
to where I saf; and'l saw Mr. Home,
after standing about half a minute
at the back of Mr. Hall's chair, deliber-
ately place the lump of burning coal
-on his head ang I} have often wondered
that I was not frightened, but ¥ was
mnoit ; I bad perfect faith that he would
not be injured, Some ope said, ‘' Is it
not hot ¥, Mr. Hall answered, warm,
but not hat. Mr. Home had moved
a little way, .but returned
still in krance ; he smiled and seemed
quite pleased, and then procegded to
draw up Mr. Hall's white hair over the
red coal. The white hair had the ap-
pearance of silver thread over the red
voal, BMr. Home drew ithe hair 1nto a
mort of pyramid, the coal, still red,
showing beneath the halr.

When taken off the head, without in
the plightest degree injuring it or
singing the hair, others attempted to
touch the coal and were burnt. Tord
Iindsay and Miss Douglas, have also
bhad hot coals placed in their hands,
angd, desoribe them as feeling rather
cold than hot; though, at the same

. time ‘they burn anyone else, and even
soorch the face of the holder if ap-
proached too closely. The same wit-
nesses also testify that Mr. Home
placed red-hot coals inside hig waist-
coat without scorching his clothes,
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and has put his face in the middle of
the fire,his hair falling into the flambes,
yot not being the least singed.
Lord Lindsay(the present Earl Craw-
ford) further declares that on eight
occasions he had had red-hot coals
placed on his own hands by Home
without injury. Mr. W, H. Harrison -
saw him take a large coal which
covered the palm of his hand and
stood six or saven inches high. Ashe
walkefl] about the room! it threw a
ruddy glow on the walls, and when ,
he came to the table with it,, ths
heat was felt i (the faces of \all
present. The coal was then ‘heldfor
five minutes. These phenomena have
happened scores of timjes in the pres-
ence of scores of witnesses.” So writes
Alfred Russel Wallace, the peer of °
living scientlsta |
Bimilar testimony could be given,
did time permit, from reputable wit-
nesses of like phenojmena with other .
psychics,y TLook at the case of levita-
tion given us, Acts viii,, 39 and' 40
Here Philip is caught. up and carried
away some, distance by the Spirit of
the Lord. How far we can hardly {
say, but it is an undoubted case . of |
levitation, and he was carried bodily
by the Spirit a djstance, estimated by
some communatators as ten ‘or fifteen
miles at least. Elijah was frequent-
ly. carried away by the Spirit. Eze-
kiel, also, and Paul did not know whe-
ther he was carried bodily or only
in spirit into the third heaven. (See
I, Kings xviii.: 12; II, Kings ii. 16;
Ez. iii.: 12; II. Cor. xii,: 2-4. I quote
from A. Russel Wallace (Miraoles) ppr
8and 9: **What, “,r instance, can bs
a more striking miracle /than the levi-
tation or raising of the human body
into the air without visible cause, [yet
this fact has been testified to during
a long series of centuries. :f (
(Al few well-known examples are
those of St. Frances «'Assisi, who was

.



often Been| by many persons toarise
in the air, and the fact is ‘testified

by his secretary wha cculd : onmly.

reach his feet. St. Theresa, 'm nun
in a convent in Bpain, was often rais-
od into the air !in the Bight of all,the
gisterhopd.r * Mr. Madden, in hig life
of Savon' Butfer, in this “Lives off the
Saints,’” says that many such facts
are related by persons df undoubted,
veracity, who testify that they thiem-
gelves have witnegsed, them, Alfred
Russel Wallace, whom!we Lvve quoted
apove, declares there are at least

fifty: persons of high character in
London who will testify they have seen
the same thing happen 'to Mir. Home,
i.e,, have seen him raised bodily and
float about the roomiin the air,

If it be said that communion with de-
parted friends is possible but unlawful
because forbidden in the Mosaic Ec-
onomy we answer the New Testament,
which is more especially the rule of
conduct for Christians, does not forbid
it and even epcourages it as I' shall
show. The special laws given to the
ancient Jewish Churoh are not hind-
ing .upon the Christian Church which
has its own code of laws anjd rules.
The Ten Commandments on Moral Law
is accepted by all Christians—but the
laws that governed ancient slavery,
the laws against gathering sticks on
the Sabbath, the laws requiring the
stoning of digbbeflient sons, and the
the stoning of heretical members of
your family, and the laws requiring
the slaughter of witches, and the laws
against the wearing of wool and linen
(which T'fear the members of the Con-
ference violate without ccmpunction)
have all passed away. Christ’s coming
was necessitated by amd based upon
‘the temporary and imperfect char-:
acter of this dispensation of types and
figures, and it would be as rational
and logical to argue for the stoning
of a heretic or the stoning of dis-
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obedient boy or the stoning of a witch)|
«as it ie to atkempt to review the old’
law against necromancy. Christ again
and again drew. a sharp contrast he<
tween the customary praotices and be-
liefs of the former digpensation and
His own system, of teaching. He ig-
mored perspnally some of the Ol
Testament lawa,and summarized all its
obligations into twol commandmenta. !
So far frojn regarding it as unlawful
to commune with so-called dead,
He, as our exemplar in the night sea«
son, met and communed with Moses
and Elias. If it should be said that
He did not act in' this agour exemplar,
but only exercised) a right He possess-
ed by His inherent divinity, and thad
we have’ no such right, we answen
that the Master expressly arranged
this Seance and tpok with him Peter,
James and John—an act on His part|
no one can comprehend or explain iff
Christ regarded the Old Testament law
as binding on His followers. Ey

CONCLUSION. o

I bhave pointed out some consider-
ations which' I think the Conferencer
should keep in view in reaching a juet]
decision ; I have proved by the testi-
mony of some of the world’s grea#-
est scientists that the phenomena of
modern spiritualism is genuine (quite
beyond the possibility of explanatiomy
by any known law or ag the results of
fraud and artifice);; I, have shown the
absurdity of the theory that refers it
to diabolic origin; that the theory of
“‘unsconscious cerebration” isquite in-
adequate to solve the problem;; that
the agency of departed human beinga
alone will account for the intelligence,
the knowledge bf facts, the spirituala
ity and beauty of the communica~
tions ; that the Scriptures assert such
appearances of departed men called an-
gels in many places, in the early times,
and no where intimate thal such visi- -

i



tations of angals should be limited ta
one age ; that this belief is not in any
sense antagouistic to those views of
life, death and the future atate held by
Wesley, Clarke and other Methodist
Teaders ; that this view has prevailed
inall lands and ages, (Dr. Johnston as-
serting that “ there is no people, ruda
or learned among whom appartitions
of the dead are ‘not relate and believ-
ed.” Vo .

Now ithen with such testimony fromy
science, scripture, tradition and reas-
on, leaving out my own experiences,
amIto be condemned for believing in
epirit returng Plust a man refrain
drom investigation of certain subjedts
because they are naw or mysterious
or not considered by some respectable #
Have we not a right to all the facts
we can find in nature or.in revelation,
and if we get the facts are we not ati
liberty to think out the best possible
explanation of them ¢ 'Is investigation
sinful ¢ Is reasoning un-Methodistic ?
Is a gearch after truth un-scriptural ¢
Then, woe betide Methodism and Or-
thodoxy and the Bible,for they will be
swept like chaff off the threshing floor
by ithe spirit of modern research.

I have shown that if the theory of
spirit return can be established it is
one of the most important truths ever
proclaimed to the world ; that it gives
a rational and intelligible origin to
the Scriptures ; that it furnishes a key
for Scripture interpretation ; that itg
proofs of the reality of the Spirit,
world have been so overwhelming
that confirmed disbelievers have been
rescued from atheism and infidelity
and/ brought into loyal acceptance
of the principles of religion ; that it
furnishes the nearest possible approach
to a scientific demonstration of the
soul's immortality ; that the inevi.
table effect of a belief in this doctring
is to spiritualize the thought, the sen-
timent and the life of one so.believing,
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What, then, is my orime and wl;at
the nature of my offencef Simply
thisy I have dared tainvestigate an un.
popular subject, and, so investigating
have seen a ¢ruth amidst the rubbish
and fraud and deception oft encom-
passing it. That truth shines like a
diamond in the mipe and, I have dared
to pick it up and hold it. out before
men that they may see its beauty and
rejoice in its light. One soils his hands
in venturing into a \gutter, but if is
worth while to do so to secure a dia-
mond ,tor the defilement is easily re-
moved and ¢the diamond shines on for-
ever. : \

I have found a ¢ruth that humanity
needs, that brings unspeakable joy to
human hearts and bomes, that brighs
tens all the life, that assauages sorrow,
that dispels care, that kills the mater-
ialistic spirit of our age and lifts man-

hood unto nobler thought and life,
What is my duty?
To seal my lipe and keep 'my

thoughts imprispned? Do you waat
that kind of members in the London
Conference—~men who are afraid to
think out loud for fearsome one will
be offended or Bome thunter aften

heresy will bring them to task? Of

all men, I consider the man, who, has
a truth in his heart he fears to tel}

to his fellows, the mywst contemptible,

and the minister who hides his honest
conviction of truth is a craven cowand.

“But,” says one, “if convinced of
this truth, why not go outsider the
Church to teach it¢” ' My, answer 13
that the church is 'organized for the
very purpose of finding and proclaim-
ing the truth to men. Nol man
should be thrust out or compelledto
gol outside the Church to teach a
doctrine Ythat is at once reasomable
and Scriptural and capable of scien-
tific demonstration; I have always
rejoiced in the fact that the Meth-

odists were not so creed-bound, as ﬂ\e.



members of some of the other church-
es, and maintained fthat eo long ad a
Methodist minister held to a personal
God, the divinity of Jesus, the inspira-
tion of Scripture, that he should be al-
lowed n large latitude)in hig personal
interpretation pf Scripture and meth-
ods of Church work. 'Meathodism has
been noted for its liberality, and I
hilve never seen any occasion myself
for men, who adopted particular views
of Bible interpretation differing from
their fellowrministers, running off in-
to little coteries and organizing riv-
al churches. And I have never saen
any occasion for the church authori-
ties to drive out these men who held
the essentiuls of Christianity but dif-
fered from/ their brethren in pointe
of interpretation. No good hasever
come but of the schistmatic spirit, on
the one hand or jhe 'intolerant spirit
of bigotry and heresy huunting on the
other: s

Bhould we, think you, make our
Church Btandards so inflexible that
there is no liberty of investigation in
tertain{ Quarters and no room for
growth of thought or wider concep-
tion of the truth? <Cannot ths sci-
ence of theology become more and
more developed from age to age ?
Is there no development of doctrine?
Are the Methodist standards for one
age the Methodist standards for all
ages? fWere our fathers whomade
the creeds and framed these standards
so 4vise, & infallible, that we tannot
widen the boundaries of their knowl-
edge of spiritual things. Is our
preaching, owr teaching, our theology
like the laws of the Medes and Per-
siang¢ If a man holda to the exist-
ence of God, the divinity of Jesus
and the work of the Holy Spirit, will
. not the Methodist Church allow him:
the [Protestant right of puts
tingi the best interpretation he can
on the Scriptures for himself and
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even| to interpret them differemitly
from what the Fathers did? Ia the-
ology crystalizell #%1 If so, it must be
dead: Is the Church a religious fos-
sil? If 8o, how can she be thelight
and the life of the world? In an age
of wireless telegraphy is the Church
to be "the only instituttion that does
not grow? All growth implies change
of expressjon.

Are twe foolish enough in this age
of crucial investigation to imaging
that the serious problems of the age,
relating to man’s origin, nature, des-
tiny, the nature of Bible interpreta~
tion, the interpretation of the Old
Testament, can be ignored by us? Ia

it not better to \ ‘meet these
questions, and fairly discuss them.
cordially as questions upon whick

Christians may honestly differ, than:
to may: “These things were settled
by the'founders of ithe Church. Don’t
touch them lest the ark be overturn-
ed or pomeone Kkilled.” !

Brethren, of the Conferenee, I amy
sorry to have so long detained you.
The importance of th'e. question and
the interests involved are my excuse.
Your decigion this day will make a
landmark in Methodist history. I
hope it will be suchithat atithe close
of this case every member of the Con-
ference may have the approval of his
consecience, the clear sanction of hig
reason and the approbation of heaven
on the vote he'has given, Dutiesare
ours and if we are but true to our-
selves and to cur sense of right and
truth and juptice, and will follow
where duty leads, the resutts will be
the spread of truth and the uplifting
of humanity.

I have faintly outlined some of the
features of the Spiritual Phikosgphy,
and pointed out a few lines of evidence,
Mly earnest plea to you--I ‘make no
—plea for myselfy-is that you do n?t
place yourselves on record againsbl.}ta - o



If it be of man, it will come to naught.
Beware lest you range against 'you
by Conference vote at one and the
samoe time, the science of to-day, the
clearest and most rational interpreta-
tion of Scripture and the great orowd
of invisible witnesses to immprtal-
ity who are speaking from the \ to-
day to men. ‘Heaven expects every
man this day to do his duty, accords
ing to the light he:has.

I may fall in' this battle, but the
truth I teach will fill and rula the
world.

The night is far spent.; the dawn of
a new age is at hand.

D —

Atl the evening pession the charges
were taken up geriatim. Much Wis-
cussion took place over the various
tharges and great diversity of opin-
ion was manifest as to whether or
no the sermon placed Dr. Austin out-
side of Orthodoxy or not in relation
to Eternal Punishment, the Divinity,
of Christ and the Atonement. 'Asit
was not clear from the sermon, to
many, at least, that these doctrines
were impugned by the sernion, many
desired Dr. Austin to speak again, and
repeated calls were made for him.
Some proposed he should state his
views again, others that he should
repeat the Apostles 'Creed, others
that he should answer this, that or the
other question. Mo all Dr. Austin re-
mained silent, as he had spoken on
them in his address, and declared
that he bad never opposed them. To
all this “fishing for evidence” he
turned. a denf ear, saying to-u friend,
privately, “If a Methodist Confer-
ence can afford to put ‘itself on record
as convicting a minister on these
points for preaching a sermon that
Yloes not even mention these doctrines,
I can afford to be convicted.”

The vote for Dr. Austin’s deposition
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from the ministry was nearly unani.
mous, only two opposing.

During the progress of the proceed-
ings against him he 'recpived many
tangible evidences of aympathy' and
proofs that his viewsion variouspoints
of the sermon are ‘shared by leading
men in the Methodist ministry. One
distinguished D.D. (not the 'one men-
tioned above in vonmnection ‘with Sir
Wm. Crooke's experiments) said on
reading the sermon: '‘I oould 'have
preached every sentemce myself."”
Another wrote that he saw nothing
quoted to support charges one, twoor
three, that was not recancilable with
Methodist theology.

Asasample of letters reaching him
before and during the trial, we give
the following:

Old Orchard, BMaine, May 14, 1899.
B. F.'Austin.

Dear. Brother,~I cannot
longer from putting my pen to paper
to speak to you wordsg of encourage-
ment
over the long intervening space my
warm right hand of fellowship.
are a soul after my own heart, andI
want you to know that I am not the
eonly one, but that hundreds of ad-
miring! eyes on fhis continent and
across the water as well, are watch-
ing you with eager interest.
air vibrates with the fervent spirib
of prayer that in the coming trial
you may show youseelf a man, anddie
on the field with your armor on,.
rather than retreat, equivocate orbe
blanched mwith fear. (There is &
mighty host in both worlds standing
behind you to hold up your, hands
and make brave your hearts. Heaven
expecks every such man as you todo
his duty. This world is perishing for .
lack of kruth. Truth is languishing
for lack of men—men who idolizdﬂ
truth, who Iove, obey and worship it.

refrain «

The

and hope. T extend . to you

You




e

1 cannot see how,'a ‘_Eruo man oan be
n| the Church and not be triedfor
.Such a trial is an honor.

unity of his life to show himself a
an when he ‘was forced to drink the
emlock. You inquisitors do you
onor when they, try to crush you.
Expuse me for writing you without
formal introduction, but I have
known [you for many months and

not longer ‘postpone telling you of it.
[Ever yours, in Truth and Love,
A. U. WEAVER.

'

Rev. Mr. Austin.

Dear Brother,—Courage, courage!
So persecuted they the prophets be-
fore you.” The Wesleys were Spirit-
ualiats. After the oross the crown.

*They saw the thorns on Jesus’brow,
But angels saw the roses.”
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'Dr. Onyler mnd other clergymen, for

loved and esteemed you, and Icould °

Two or three hundred years hence

Methodism will build your monument.
It is grand, to be turned out of the
Methodist Church for truth's sake—
turned out into the great Church of
bumanity, of which God in.the head. I
envy you. FKor long weary years I
have been and am a member of the
Episcopal (English) Church.

It would delight me to be arraigned
for heresy, but the Church knows bet-
ter. The churches are nearing Spirit-
ualism. They must accept its teach-
Ings die. Mbost/ sincerely,
yours, J. M. PEEBLES, M. D.

or

HE SAYS IT IS NOT ANCIENT HIS-
TORY, AND THE BIBLE IS NOT
CLOSED. )

New York, May 29.—The numerous

oriticisms .made mpon the :Fev. Dr.
Hillis of Plymouth Church bt' the Hev.

preaching on non-Soriptural works of

literature, called forth from him Jast

night a sermpon in which he gave hls

reasons for doing so. His subject was

“The New Mimes and the Poets and

Novelists as Prophets of the New
Era,” and he held that inspiration did ‘
not cease when the Biblo was written.

The poaition taken by those who oriti-

cised him was that the Bible alone

was inspired, and that a olergyman

should preach only from theinspired

writings. Dr. Hillis said in part:

“Morals are not atationary, inspir- .
ation is not ancient history, and the
Bible is mot closed. And God is not
of old, but is as new asthe last apple
blossoms, as fresh as the last bud
or babe. /What God was He is; what
He did e does; what He said, Ha
saysa. It is little that of old He help-
ed Moses, if He no longer helps men.

"To-day everybody ia saying God is
ancient history. Gone forever the
age of poetry and romance and hero-
iam/! No more Dantes! No more
Shakespeares;! Genius has forsaken
the temple; hollow-eyed she haunts
the market place. Science is cold and
dead. Ours is the age of humdrum
and realism. At home ex-President!
White tells us Emerson and TLowell
and Longfellow are gone and have left
no successors. Abroad Frederic Har-
rison mourns for Browning, whose
torch, falling, flickered out. Tenny-
son, rising in a heavenly chariot out
of the temple of song, forgot tocasl
his mantle upon Bome waiting Elisha,
but carried the divine garment inta
the realm' beyond the clouds.

“In music, Wagner is dead, dust is
thick upon his harp, and ‘the new
music dioes but re~echo the old melody.
In fiction Howells is sure that the rosy,
tints of idealism have faded out, leav-
ing only Lhe oo‘d gray (morn. ‘It only,

rImains: zor 1'?’ ’sﬂvs the artcritio, ‘to .

-
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.oopy the nymphs and the madonnas

of old.' The age of Horace Greely and
the molding of communities has gone,’
echoes the fournalist. ‘Let.us be con-
tent to Teport the faots of life.’
*“No more 'eloquence in statesman-
‘lh!p for the 'Websters and Olays and
Tincolne have passed away; nomore
oratory, at the bar, henceforth only
mouldy precedents. No more passion
in the pulpit, for Beecher and Brooks
have ;no successora! No more liberty,
in theology, for Baith some Geneml

. Assembly: “In Qalvin God reached
His limits. He is unequal to another
{Augustine. The book of theology is

olosell. Henceforth if any man adds
unto or takes away from our Con-
fession, let his name be taken outof
the book of ecclesiastical life.” No
more creative work! Only copying,
annotating, and criticising. The divine
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resources, over-generous to men o
- yestenday, have no full tides for.thy
men of to-day.

“Thus pessimism proclaims exhaus
tion in the infinite. ‘Conservatism be-
comes atheistic. God ia bound upia
manusoripts, as Lazarus was wrap.
ped in grave clothes. But God isy
seed, not a dying leaf.

“God is a rosy dawn, not a falling
star. God is A flaming sun, not the
astronomy that describes it. God ig
a, living voice, not the creed that ex-
plains him. God Is flaming, eternal
truth, not the manusdripts in whick
eome students once wrote. God Iy
not a coffined prophet, but a cradled
babe. And the prophet of pessimism
must reckon with Him who indeed
was yesterday, but is to-day ‘and to-
morrow. Behold God maketh all
things new.” |







