GENERAL REPORT

OF THE

TWENTY-FOURTH ANNIVERSARY

OF THE
THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY,

AT THE HEADQUARTERS, ADYAR, MADRAS,
DECEMBER 27TH, AND 28TH, 1899.

WITH OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS.

The plan for the enlargement and decoration of the Convention
Hall having been fully worked out, the scene presented on the morning
of the 27th December was most brilliant, Some 1,500 tickets of ad-
mission had been issued and every corner of the auditorium was packed
with an expectant multitude, whose enthusiasm on the appearance of
Mrs. Besant, escorted to the new marble platform by the President-
Founder, broke ont in lond cheering and applamse. His Exoellency,
Sir Arthur E. Havelock, 6.c.M.C., etc., Governor of Madras, with Lady
Havelook, Mr. H. A. Sim, Private Secretary, and Captain J. C. Logan-
Home, A,D.C., was present as last year and was grected with a gennine
enthusiasm which marked his great popularity among the educated
olass of the Presidency. Their Excellencies listened with close attention
thronghout.

Before introducing Mrs. Besant to her audience, the President-
Founder called attention to the life-like statue of H. P. Blavatsky and
the other statmary arcund the Hall, remarking that in Europe and
America there was an appreciation of Art which made the true Artist
honored and beloved by all, even kings being glad to do him obeisance.
In India, in these degenerate days, this state of feeling had much de-
clined, and the sculptor aud painter got but ieagre respect and recom-
pense. He now called Govinda Pillay, the Master Modeller of the
Madras School of Arts, to the platform and after the old Indian fashion
and smid much applause, presented him with a gilt-bordered turban
and thanked him on behalf of the Theosophical Society for the statue
which he had made and which would transmit Mme. Blavatsky’s fea-
tores to posterity.

The subject of Mrs. Besant’s morning lectures this year was
¢ Avatfras "’ and it was haudled with her accustomed fiery eloquence,
holding her auditors spell-botnd.

At noon on the 27th, the Twenty-fourth Annual Convention of the
A
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Society was called to order by the President-Founder, who addressed
the assemblage as follows : —

TrE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS.

Colleagues ; Brethren : On the 17th of last month (November) we
entered the twenty-fifth year of the Seciety’s existence and on the same
date next year we shall have completed our first quarter-century and be
crossing the threshold of the Twentieth Century of the Christian Era,
whose events have been prognosticated as likely to bs wonderful in the
extreme, revolutionary of all our present theories of man and natural law.
True to our trust, faithful through adverse as well asthrough pleasant
fortunes, asking no recompense save that of being allowed to serve our
fellowmen and our divine exemplars, we face the future with calmness
and withoul cowardice. Little as the thought of deserting our colors
has ever been in the past it is still less so now, when the goal and the
end of our strivings are within sight. We, seniors, canuot hope to live
many years longer, but be the rest of our journey longer or shorter it is
our fixed determination to be steadfast until we drop in the ranks, our
faces towards the crest of the hill up which we are climbing. Hail!
then, my colleagues and brothers; hail! and welcome again to this
gathering in our common Indian home.

Once more we have had a prosperous year to enter ap in the
karmic account of our Society : the tide of our success flows on as
heretofore, while disaster has begun to fall upon the hostile seces-
sion party who bave so desperately yet so unavailingly tried to stop
our progress. A number of the strongest and most reputable lead-
ers of that party have resigned membership; in fact, only yesterday
I received from Eogland from one of the most honorable among
them the copy of a document, addressed last month to the present Head
of that orgauisation, in which six—four ladies and two gentlemen, of
mark—resigned all connection with the so-called Leader for strenuous
reasons of & personal nature, which it is not necessary to enter upon
in so compressed an address as the preseut. As indicated in the last
Annual Address, & condition of rapid segregation, the preliminary of
complete disaster, has been reached; ¢ temples,” * eclectic ’ and other
varieties of theosophical societies have sprang up, only doomed to wilt
in the frost of uusuccess ; and, within a brief term of four years,
equivalent to that of the Slaveholders’ Rebellion, the prototypic seces-
sion movement, the coliapse of our domestic revolt seems measurably
near. I say this in sorrow, not in anger, for we can feel only compassion
for the dupes of, perhaps, in some cases, self-duped leaders.

Tae WaITE ESTATE.

Since our last Report the Trastees of the White Estate have been
able to sell a comparatively small portion of the agricultural land for
enough to relieve the Estate from the burden of certain pressing debts
and to make Mr. Barnes more confident than ever of a large sum being
pltimately realised. As it is my intention to visit the North West Coast
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of America during the coming year, I shall be able to give the Society
in my next Annual Address 8 mach more definite idea of the chances
thaun I can now. The projected tour will take me for the second time
around the world ; commencing at Colombo, February 17th, with my
sailing for Naples, and ending in November or the first week in
December by my crossing the Pacific Ocean, vid Honolulu to Hong-
Kong and thence howe. I am to visit, as now planned, our Branches
in Italy, Germany, Switzerland, Great Britain, Sweden, Norway, Den-
mark, Finland, France and the United States of America.

Tue Hinou CeNTBAL COLLEGE.

At the Benares Convention of the Indian Section in 1898, the Sec-
tion by a unanimous vote endorsed the scheme of the Central Hindu
College, Benares, a scheme set on foot by a few dovoted Theosophists,
desirons of aiding the revival of Hinduism by giving Hindu religious
education to the young. All over India, the Hindu members of the
Society have been collecting funds for the College, and enlisting
public sympathy ; and it should be noted, as a sign of truly Theosophical
spirit, thai Parst members in Bombay, Surat and Hydersbad have been
as strenuous and successful workers for the College as have the Hindus,
whose religion is aided by the movement.

The College was opened in July, 1898, with ounly two classes—one
school and one college. It has now six—four school and two college,
and will add two more school classes as soon as the necessary rooms
are provided. It has as Principsl Dr. Arthur Richardson, who works
for love’s sake only, drawing no salary; as Head Master Mr. Harry
Baubery ; and a staff of eleven professors and masters, all of whom
draw only bare subsistence pay. It numbers 177 students, and cannot
take more till its accommodation is increased. Owing to the princely
generosity of H. H. the Maharaja of Benares, it possesses a beautifnl
central building and large grounds—a gift valued at Rs. 50,000. To
this building 16 class rooms are now being added. Mr. Dharamsay
Morarji Goculdas of Bombay has just sent Rs. 10,000 to build a
chemical laboratory, which will be called by his name. Rs. 6,000 bhave
been given to found an annual prize, the Naisinhaprasad Hariprasad
Buoch Metaphysics Prize, value Ras. 200, for the best essay on philosophy
by a gradoate of not more than 10 years’ standing, of oune of the five
Indian Universities. Rs. 2,000 have been given by Rai Ishvari Prasad
to put in order as a boarding house some existent buildings, and nearly
Rs. 2,000—largely from Hindu ladies—have been sent from South
Canara, and will be used to build a class room, in which a memorial
tablet will bear the name of South Capara. South Indian members
will be interested in hearing that the Thiruppanandal Thambiran
Svami, Tanjore District, has promised a donation of Rs. 10,000, balf to
be paid almost immediately, and the other half next year. The gifts
made, large and small, come from every part of India, aud a constant
stream of small donations from poor men flows in, hardly a day passing
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without some being received. This is doubtless due to the confidence
inspired by the Board of Trustees, containing some of the most honour-
ed names of India, both those of the leading orthodox Pandits of
Benares and religious men of the world high in the service of the

Crown. May still increased success follow this noble work during the
coming year.

CEYLON.

I made two visits to Ceylon this year, my secord one after it
became but too evident that the projected tour in South Africa must
be given up. My work was mainly in the Southern Province, and in
and mear Galle: many villages being visited, many lectures given, and
the considerable sum of abon* Rs. 9,000 subscribed towards the erection
of buildings for Mahinda (Buddhist) College. 1u this work I was loyally
helped by our old colleagne, Mr. Thomas D. S. Amarasuriya, without
whom I could have done but little. QOar official returne, to be read
presently, will show you how the education movement is progressing
under the management of our Buddhist colleagues. During the year
Mr. H. Banbery, F. T. S., has been transferred from Dharmaraja College,
Kandy, to the Hindu Central College, Benares, and Mr. Wilton Hack,
F. T. S, his successor, was prostrated by fever and, after a three
months’ illness, was compelled to resign and retarn to Australia. His
intention is, however, to resume work for Buddhism in the Island when
quite restored to health. Taking the Island as & whole, we see each
year an advance over the preceding ome, for more schools are being
opened, more scholars entering, more graduating and taking their
places in the ranks of workers. Looking at details, we have to regret
the falling away into the state of indifference of certain of the natural
leaders who were my co-workers from the beginning and helped estab-
lish the movement on its permavent foundation. But this we see every-
where, the world over; the staunchest stand, the naturally indolent
drop out.

THE PANCHAMAS.

Closely connected with Ceylon Buddhistic propaganda is tbe Pan-
chama question in Southern India. The devotion of Pt. Iyothee Doss,
the acknowledged leader of this sorrowing community, would have been
crowned long ago with the organisation of a Panchama Buddhiet League
and the building of a vikara and a pansale in Madras, but for two diffi-
culties, viz., bis not having been able as yet to show me the anoient
palmleaf book of Asvaghosa which, he affirms, so fully proves that the
ancestors of the present out-castes were Buddhists as to warrant my
helpiug them to recover their prostrate religion ; and, secondly, for the
entrance of Mr. Dharmapala’s Mahabodhi Society uwpon the scene and
his injudicions and quite unnecessary creation of prejudicein the Hindu
mind by attacks upon their religious beliefs and customs. My preseat
polioy is to let matters stand just as they are until the newly formed
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Branch of the Mahabodhi Society either takes up a Buddhist propaganda
in earnest or retires from the field.

PancHAMA ScHoOLS.

The note on onr three Panchama Schools, which has been drafted
by Dr. English, my associate manager of this beneficent movement,
will, I am sure, command your sympathies and you will be glad to
hear that the number of pupils is now about 250 and increasing from
week to week. Nearly all the older boys who have passed through the
Oloott Free School have found employment at good wages, thus
realising the object of its establishment in 1895.

Tur SussA Row MEDAL.

Without giving this distinction last year to authors who were
already its holders, I could make no award for 1898, but quite recently
a work by one of our members has appeared at London which Mrs. Be-
sant, in her Theosophical Review, and Mr. Keightley, in the Theosophist,
have highly praised and which I also find fully worthy of this highest
mark of appreciation within our power to bestow on an author. I
therefore announce the award of the Subba Row Medal of 1899 to the
author of “ The Great Law,” whose veal name I am not yet allowed to
pronounce, but whose pseudonym is W. Williamson. This is not his
first important contribution to theosophic literature: let us hope it may
not be his last, . .

Tug NExT CONVENTION.

As announced in my last year's Address, the biennial reciprocal
agreement between the Society and the Indian Section will necessitate
the holding of our Convention of 1900 at Benares along with that of the
Section, as this year the two bodies are meeting together here. It is
right and proper that we should celebrate in 1901 the completion of our
quarter-century at the general headquarters, and I hope the momentous
occasion will draw many of our Northern and also European, American
and Australian colleagues to onr lovely, common home. Surely such an
anniversary is worth celebrating.

GRowTH OF THB SOCIETY AND THE FRENCH SkcTION.

As time flows on, the statistical returns of our Society’s growth
become increasingly important as data for the future historian: the
same may be said in a lesser degree of the group photograph of our
Convention Delegates which is annunally taken on the 28th December.
Many once zealous colleagues whose faces were always seen at aur
gatherings have * passed into the silence,” leaving only these fleeting
images behind to comfort our hearts.

What I said last year about the growth of the Society may be
applied almost terbalim to the history of the present year. We are
spreading from land toland, coming into touch with nation after nation.
Since the last Convention, which was attended, as you know, by our belov-
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ed Dr. Th. Pascal, a fall French Section of eight Branches has beeti
formed and Dr. Pascal’s Preliminary Report will be laid before you.
Following is the statistical table of charters existing at the close of each
year from 1878 to 1899 inclusive :—

CHARTERS 1SSOED BY THE T. S. T0 THE cLOSE oF 1899.

o> e
EEBE 2222883 | | |
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New DraNcHEs.

" America has added seven new Brauches to our list, during the
past year ending November 1st, four of her former charters have been
relinguished and one cancelled by the Executive Committee.

India has added nine new Branchea to the list of ber Section and
seven dormant ones have been revived.

The European Section has formed seven new Branches, and three
charters have been given up.

The Australasian Section has added one new Branch, the Scandi-

pavian Sectisn one, Sonth Africe one and South America two, which
makes & total of twenty-eight new Branches thronghout the world,

LocariTies or New BrancaEs.

India :—Ahmedabad, Baidyanath, Chapra, Gadivdda, Hogli,
Kazipur, Siwan, Rajkot, Tamluk.

America :—-Tacoma, Wash.,, Tampa, Fla., Leavenworth, Kan.,
Holyoke, Mass., Charlotte, Mich., Pierre, So. Dakota., Lincoln,
Nebraska.

Europe :—France. Paris (three), Grenoble, Isére, Lyons, Marseilles,
—all now included in the French Section—Germany. Charlottenburg.

Australia :—Sydney.

South Africa :—Johannesburg. ‘

South America, Argentine Republic:—Buenos Aires, Bosario de
Santa Fe.

Scandinavia :—Copenhagen.

Dedaoting Branches seceded and surrendered, we have about 475
iving charters and active centres,




7

TrE ADYAR LiBRARY.

Many valuable additions have been made to the Oriental Department
of the Library during the year, thanks to the persistent industry of
Mr. Ananthakrishna Sastry, while on tour in Southern India. We can
now count more than an hundred more or less important ancient MSS.
in our collection which are not included in Prof. Aufrecht’s anthoritative
work, the * Catalogus Catalogoram.” A Descriptive Catalogue on the
model of Rajindralala Mitra’s erudite scheme has been begun, and in
due time our Adyar Library will be known to orientalists thronghout
the world.

RerosT ON MSS. COLLECTED DURING THE YEAR 1899.

Mr. Avanthakrishna Sastry says: “ I have been able to collect
about 600 MSS. this year from four centres in Southern India. I may
state that my tour was very successful and that such a large collection
has not been made in any previons year since the foundation of the
Adyar Library. Sofficient discretion has been used in the selection of
MSS. Unlike the manuscripts collected yearly by the Government
Libraries wherein are usually included even those of printed works and
many other useless ones, I am confident that my list, when ready, will be
found to contain manuscripts of a really valuable class. A detailed
report, which is now being prepared, with the help of an Assistant
Pandit whose appointment was kiudly sanctioned by the President-
Founder, will be submitted in due course.

At present only a roungh estimate can be given of my collections,
under foar heads as follows :

I. The Negapatam collection chiefly consists of (1) Sivaic
works, such as Haradattichlrya’'s writings and others, (2) lexicons and
grammars, such as the 8 chapters of Prikrita Sfitras of Kdtydna with
a commentary and others, and (3) works on Mantra Sastra iucleding a
copy of S’yimarahasya.

II. The Trichinopoly collection mainly comprises works on
Jyotisha, especially astrology.

III. The Dindigul collection comprises Kivyas and grammars, of
which some are written in Telugn language.

1V. The Tiunnevelly collection contains Dharma Sistras, Kivyas
and a few works on Mantra Sistra.

The condition of the manuscripts is on the whole fair and all of
them are written in Grantha character except the Dindigul books which
are in the Telngu character. Special thanks are due to the following
gentlemen without whose help I would not have been able to secure
these manuscripts :—

1. Mr. K. S. Srinivasa Pillay, of Tanjore.
2. Mouthuokrishna lyer.
3, Parthasarathi Iyengar, of Trichinopoly.
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4. 8. Narayanasawmy Iyer.

5. Saketarama Naidua, of Dindigul.

6. C. Parthasarathy Naidu.

7. R. Subba Iyer, of Tinnevelly (Ambasamadram).

949 volumes have been added to the Library during this year, 724
being Sanskrit and 225 English. As these have not yet been arranged
systematically, a detailed list of the volumes in the Eastern Library
under the various headings has not been affixed hereto.

The sum total of books in our collections are now abont 11:043.””

Our general literary activity continues, as the following list will
prove :—

Books Published in 1899.
ExoLisH.

“ A Christian Theosophist,” Alex. Fullerton.

“ The Christian Creed,” C. W. Leadbeater.

“ The Constitution of the Ego,” A. P. Sinnett.

“ Invisible Helpers,” C. W. Leadbeater.

* Evolution of Life and Form,” Mrs. Besant.

“ New Syllabus of the Ancient Wisdom.”

“ An Introduction to Theosopby,” H. Arthur Wilson. .

“ Dharma,” Mrs. Besant.

“The Story of the Great War,” Mrs. Besant.

* Autograph Album,” Mrs. Lander.

* Clairvoyance,” C. W. Leadbeater.

¢ Perpetual Calendar,” E. M. Mallet.

“ The Doctrine of the Heart,” Mrs. Besant.

FrexcH.

“ La Philosophie Esoterique de 1'Inde,” J. C. Chatterji.

“ [’Homme et ses Corps,” trans.

“ La Théosophie en Quelques Chapitres,” Dr. Th. Pascal.

‘¢ Conférences de Mme. Annie Besant & Paris in 1899; La Sagesse
Antique; Le Christianisme au Point de Vue Théosophique; I'Idéal
Théosophique.”

SpaNIsH.

“La Doctrina Secreta,” Vol. II,, translation,
ITaLiavN. v
¢ 1'Ego e ISuoi Veicoli” (The Self and Its Sheaths), translation
and compilation, Sigfior Decio Calvari.
Durca.
“ Reincarnation,” by Mra. Besant—translated by J. van Manen.
“ Death and After,” by Mra. Besant—translated by J. van Manen,

‘“ Masters as Facts and Ideals,” by Mis, Besant—translated by J.
van Manen,
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“ Raugh Ontline of Theosophy,” by Mrs, Besant—revised edition,

¢ Theosophy and Occultism,” by G.R. 8. Mon.d—translated by
J. van Manen, .

In preparatwn a Dautch translation of the * Secret Doctrine.”

PuBLicATIONS BY InDIaN BRANCHES.
Bombay.—* The Self and its Sheaths ” iu Gujarati, by Manmohan
Das Dayal Das Shroff. Reviewed in Pramottam, page 122.
“ Theoscphy e e Ce) -
“ Fire-worship ” In

* Pare Thoughts, Pure Words and Pure Dends” Gojarati.
“The Three Paths—Karma, Jnana, and Bhakti.”

“ Zoroastrianism in the Light of Theosophy.”
The Theosophic Qleaner is continned with increase in size.
The “ Syllabus of Branch Work,” distributed free.
Ludhiana.—*¢ Theosophy in Every-day Life,” in Urda called
“ Hedayate Arifan.”
Caleutta,~* The Pantha,” the Bengali monthly—asontinued.
ZLZucknow,—* The Meaning and Use of Pain,” incorporated in 1896
in Urdu, by Raya Bahadur, ¥.A.
¢ The Astral Plane,” in Urdu, by Baba Narattam Das.
Madras.—Volame 2, comprising Katha and Prasna Upanishads—
Translated by S. Sitarama Sastri, B.A.
Meerut.—* 8hil Vivek " or Treasury of Hindu Morals, in Urds, by
Pandit Rama Prasad, Reviewed in Prasnottara, pp. 250 and 251.
Benares.—*The Hindu Catechism ” —reprinted from the Pramottam
by Babu Brish Chander Vasa.

Wai Centre.—* Eastern Castes and Western Classes ’— Translated
into Hindi by Ganesh Bam Krishna Vaidya, F. T. S.
“Does ever Caste depend upon Tendencies ? ” in English, by R G
‘Vaidya, F. T. 8, '
Mysore.~* Upanishads,” Vols. I., II., 1II., by Pandit A. Mah&deva
Sastri.
Surat Branch.—* Kathopanishad ” in Gujarati.
Bhawnagur.—* Death and After”—Translated into Gujarati—Pub-
lished 1898.
. “ Karma ”—Translated into Gujarati—Published 1898.
Lahore.—The Punjab Theosophist—a fortnightly ]onrnal in Hindi—
is contmued
Maaazings,
The Theosophist, English (Monthly).
The Theosophical Review,
Mercury (now discontinued),
Vihan,
Prasnottara,

Theosophic Gleaner,
B

” ”»
” ”
” ”»
” ”

» ”




Arya Bala Bodhini, English (Monthly), -
The Buddhist, o ” . » .
Journal of the Mahabodhi Society, " T

- The Punjab Theosophist, . . »
Theosophy in Australasia, " »
Modern Astrology, : v "
Theosophic Messenger, " "
Rays-of Light, »” ”
Sanmarga Bodhini, . .. Telugu (Weekly).

- Porvaror.

Teosofisk Tidskrift (Swedish), Monthly.
Balder (Norwegian), -
Rerue Théosophique Francaise (French), ) '
Sophia (Spanish), .
Philadelphia (Spanish), ”
Theosophia (Dutch), "
Lotus Bliithen (German), "
Theosophischer Weqweiser (German), ”
Teosophia (Italian), ’
Der Vihan (German), trans. and original »
L’Idée Theosophique (French), Quarterly, .

Lerrer rroM Miss EpGer,
The reading of the following letter provoked great applause.

PerTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA,
December 2nd, 1899,

MY prAR BROTHERS, ,

" Greeting to you from your Sister and fellow-worker, who will be
with you in spirit at your Conveuntion, though absent in form. May all
peace and prosperity attend your meetings, and may the coming year
be full of active and devoted service. Many loving wishes to you, in-
dividually and collectively, from

Your affectionate friend and Sisier,
Liutan EpGer.

Expressions of sympathy were also received from the General
Secretary of the Scandinavian Section and from the Abhmedabad Branch
and congratulatory telegrams from the General Secretaries of the Earo-
pean and American Sections, Sefior D. José Xifié of Spain, Prince Hari-
sinbji Rapsinbji, Rev. Jinavaravansa (Prince- Priest) and others, and from
Indian Branches at Nagpur, Poona, Lahore, Hyderabad and Bhaynagar,
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REPORTS OF SECTIONS: -

The reports "of the various Sections were then read by their ap:
pointed delegates.

[The reports of Sections were read as follows : Earopean, by Mcs.
Besant delegate ;—American, by Miss Netta E. Weeks ; Indian, by the
General Secretary ; Australasian, by the General Secretary ; New
Zealand, by Dr. A. Marques, delegate ; Netherlands, by Miss S. Pieters ;
Scandinavian, by Dr. W. A. English ; French, by the President-Founder,
who also read the reports of the several educational activities in
Ceylon. Dr. English presented a brief report of the progress of the
Panchama Education movewment in Sonthern India. ] .

As the European Report had unot arrived, owing to delay in forward.
ing it, Mrs. Besant made some very appropriate remarks in regard to
the activities of that Section, its change to more commodious quarters
and to the liberal and timely financial aid which was generously render-
ed. She said, further, that “ No worthy movement needed for the
benefit of humanity will ever be left to perish for lack of support.”
Allusion was also made to Mr. Mead’s important researches. on the
origins of Christianity, which showed that it had its root in the same
great truths which formed the basis of the other religions of the world ;
also to Mrs. Cooper-Oakley’s efforts in traciug the genealogy of the
Theosophical Society from the medieval records of various esoteric
bodies and calts,

REPORT OF THE GEN ERAL SECRETARY, AMERICAN
o SECTION.

To the President-Founder, T. S.:—During the year from November
1st, 1898, to November lst, 1899, there have been issned 7 Charters,
while 4 Branches have dissolved, namely, the First Newark Lodge,
Newark, N. J.; the Wachusett T. S., Worcester, Mass. ; the Silent
‘Workers L{)dge, Davenport, Iowa; the Burr Oak T.S., Kalamazoo,
Mich. ; and the cbarter of another—the Jamestown Philosophical Club
T.S,, Jamestown, N.Y.— was suppressed by the Executive Commxttee.
The present number of Branches is 70*; last year it was 68.

Members resigned, 26 ; died, 14 ; admitted, 375. Members derelict'
in dues are dropped from the roll, though some seek restoration later.
Allowing for these figures, the present number of Branch members is
1,262 ; of members at large 157 ; total, 1,419. TLast year it was 1,341.

Qur statistics show little increase, and yet perhaps as much as can
be expected during an era still marked by the popular distrust K and
ridicale bronght npon Theosophy by imposture in its name, and where-
from America, because the home of that imposture, has suffered most.
Moreover, very much of our propaganda work during the past year has

* Another Branch has since been chartered at Dayton, Ohio, making; the total
pumber 71.
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been directed more fully to the education and strengthening of Branches
tban to public lectures and general missionary effort. Most assmredly
the latter is vital in & real Theosophical Society, and we covet the
means to do more of it, but the weak and untrained condition of many
Branches, at a loss for methods and teachers, has so strongly called for
aid that our tra.vellmg workers have devoted themselves rather to that.
There is a general conviction among members that our great need at
present is some systematic oversight of and help to the Branches, and
Wwe are especially striving to provide it. There is less result in new
memberships, but more in Branch and Sectional cultare, stability, and
endurance. Nor are parlor talks and open Branch meetings without
fruit in additions to the roll.

The absorption of the Sectional organ, Mercury, into The Theoso-
phical Review of London has concentrated the energy of the
American and European Sections upon the support of one monthly,
and thus ensured far more circnlation and influence to the price-
fess articles of the Review. To meet local needs, the last Con-
veotion provided for the issue of a small monthly called The
Theosophic Messenger and devoted to records of Sectional activitiee.
It is edited by Mr. Wm. J, Walters, the founder and conductor of
Mercury, and he will also conduct a monthly for children entitled The
Golden Chain. The former is to be mniled separately and gratuitously
to every member of the Section. Our real veeds are thus far better met,
and our actual strength far better applied.

Under arrangements made with the National Committee in Chicago,
every new member admitted to the Section is informed of the nature
aud objects of the Propaganda. Fund and is invited to pledge himself to
the contribution of some fixed sum per week or per montb. The
Theosophic Messenger will report the work of the lecturers, and thus all
members will have our needs and our accomplishings brooght directly to
their attention,

1t little that is mterestmg and nothing that is rsmarlmble can be
asserted of the Section, it is atleast true that many of its members are
deeply zealous in their purposes and work, that the whole body is
solidifying and strengtbening, and that the concluding year of the
century is awaited in full hope of a record even better and richer.
) Argxapee FULLERTOX, -
(feneral Secretary.

. REPORT OF THE INDIAN SECTION.

o the President-Founder, T. 8.:—During the past twelve nmntba
the work of the Section has continued to be mainly in the hands. of my
beloved Brother and Colleague, Babu Upendra Nath Basu, under whose
wise and able guidance it has inade steady and stubstantiel progtress,
a8 the following summary Report will show.




13

Tbe ever-growing mass of office- work has made an increase of the
office-staff indispensable and, above all, demanded the
" The Office.. unremitting attention of an able Assistant Secretary.
. Such an one we have at length been fortunate enough
to secure in the person of Babu Dhana Krishva Bisvas, B.A., B.L.,
who has, at great personal sacrifice, given up a growing law-practice
and declined a lucrative Zemindary post in order to devote his life to
our noble cause. Under his experienced and energetic supervision
many improvements have been made, both in the system of recordsand
in the methods of work, which show increasingly satisfactory results.
He has also contributed some valuable papers to our sectional organ,
Prasnottura. Other changes in the staff have also been carried out and
we have now, I believe, an able, competent and earnest body of workers,
among whom I must specially wention Brother S. Ragavendra Row,
for many years the able Secretary of the Bombay Branch, who, h;wing
taken pension, bas come to Benares to devote himself entirely to T. S.
work. His special department is the E. S.T., which more than fills
all his time. .

The roll of our Branch visitors is growing, though slowly, and

although the state of Mrs. Besant’s health prevented

Visits to her carrying out her proposed tour, yet we bhave the

- Branches.  not unsatisfactory total of 105 visits to Brauches and

103 to places where no Branch exists. For all this

work the thanks of the Section are due to the devoted workers who
labour on its behalf.

Nine new Branches were added to our roll during
New Branches, the past year, viz.:—Almedabad, Baidyanath, Chapra,
Gudivada, Hugli, Kazipur, Siwan, Rajkot, Tamluk ;
tbree new centres were formed, at Ranidaspur, Wai and Bettiah, whlle
seven old and dormant Branches were revived and called into renewed
activity, viz. :—Burdwan, Damraon, Rajmahal, Bhagalpur, Delhi, Ghazi-
pur and Simla.

- During this year 360 new members have been added
New Members. to our ranks, while we have lost 13 by death and 5
by resignation,

The following is a list of new publxca.hons which have appeared

during the year. It can make no claim to completeness

- New as both our Branches and our members often omit to

Publications, send to the Hendquarters & copy of any book or pam-

' phlet they may publish, so that it may be noticed in
the Annual Report :—

* Bombay.—“ The Self and its* Sheaths ” in Gojarati, by Mo,nmohgn
Das Duyal Das Shroff, Reviewed in Prasmettara, page 122,
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¢ Theosophy™ )

* Fire-worship” ... oee .| In

‘“ Pure Thoughts, Pure Words and Pure Deeds.  Guja-

“The Three Paths”—* Karma, Jnana, and | rati,
Bhakti” e v .y

* Zoroastrianism in the Light of Tkeosophy.”

The Theosophic Gleaner is continued with increase in size.

The *“ Syllabus of Branch Works,” distributed free.

Ludhiana.—* Theosopby in Every-day Life,” in Urdu called
¢ Hedayate Arifan.”
~ Calcutta.—* The Pantha,” the Bengali monthly—continued.

Lucknow.—** The Mcaning and Use of Pain,” incorporated in 1896,
in Urdu, by Raya Bahadur, a.a.

“ The Astral Plane,” in Urdu, by Babu Narattam Das.

Madras.—Volume 2, comprising Katha and Prasna Upanishads—

Translated by S. Sitaroma Sastri, B.a.

Meerut.—* Shil Vivek ” or Treasury of Hindu Morals in Urda, by
Pandit Rama Prasad. Reviewed in Prasnottara, pp. 250 and 251.

Benares.—* The Hindu Catechism ”—reprinted from the Prasnottara
by Babu Srish Chander Vusu,
Wai Centre.—' Eastern Castes and Western Classes ’—Translated
into Hindi by Ganesh Ram Krishna Vaidya, F. T. S,
* Dues ever Caste depend upon Tendencies ?” in English, by G. R.
Vaidya, F. T. S.
Mysore.—** Upanishads,” Vols. I., II., 1II., by Mahideva Saatrl.
Surat Branch.—* Kathopanishad ” in Gujarati.-
Bhawnagur.—* Death and After "—Translated into Gujarati—Pub-
lished 18&98. _
* Karma "—Translated into Gujarati—Published 1898.
Lahore.—The Punjab Theosophist—a fortnightly journal in Hindi—
is continued.
Under this head our report this year is not satisfactory, so far at
lenst as the relation between corrent income and expendi-
Finance. ture goes. Indeed onr year’s work shows an actual deficit
of some Rs. 600, our expenditure having exceeded our
reoelpts for the year by that amount. The causes of this are, on the
one hand, an increase in the expenditure under all oar main heads of
outlay and on the other a small diminution in the total amount
received during the year., But as against this, it must be remembered
that our members individually (as well as the Section as a whole) have
contributed very largely to the funds of the Central Hindu College,
while they have also subscribed some Rs. 8,000 towards the cost of the
new Headquarters building at Benares, in addition o the sam of
Rs. 8,000 which was given at last Convention by one member.
The Hindu College has, however, now got well started, and the time
has come for our members to turn their attention and their geunerosity
towards their own Section. At least Rs. 11,000 more, in addition to the
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amount already received, will be absolutely needed to complete the
erection and furnishing of the Headquarters, and I make a most
earnest appeal to all our members, friends and sympathisers to help us
both generously and quickly iu this matter, so that the buildings may
be ready and furnished before next cold weather comes round, bringing
with it the holding of the T. S. Anniversary and the Convention
of the Section at Benares.

Thus on the whole, even financially, this last year shows a good
record, and I do not doubt that next year will see our income
brought up to the level of our outgoings. Still it is much to be wished
that so large a proportion of our members did not so often neglect to pay
their annual dues as is actually the case.

Our balance sheet as compared with previous years shows as
follows :—

TorAL ToTAL
Ner IxcoME. Ner EXPENDITURE. Ixcresse oF Incoue.
RS, A. P, RS. A, P RS. A, P.
1896 ... 5,898 11 0 4,503 4 11 2,486 15 6
1897...6,996 2 11 4959 14 3 1,097 7 11
1898 ...8,082 9 6 6,493 14 3 1,086 6 7
1899 ... 7,887 5 &5 8522 6 6 Decrease... 195 4 1
A summary of our balance sheet for the year stands as follows :—
Balance on Sept. 30th, 1898 ... w. R8, 7370 8 9
Receipts to Oct. 1st, 1899 7887 5 5
Total...15,257 14 2
Less Expenditure 8522 6 6
Balance in hand 6,735 7 8

We thns commenced our financial year with a balance in hand of
Rs. 7,370-8-9 and we close it with that balance lessened to Res. 6,735-7-8
only ; and with heavy expenditurebefore us for the furnishing, fitting up
and removal to the new Headquarters, for the fitting up of the
visitors’ and delegates’ quarters, and for the expenses of the Anni-
versary Meeting and Convention next Christmas.

_ Thanks to the generous aid of our Section and the earnest efforts of

The Central our members, substantial growth and progress has been

Hindu College. made in the development of the College, as will be seen
‘ from the detailed Report to be issued shortly.

We have to deplore the loss by death of some 13 of our members

. among whom Messrs. N. Parthaswamy Naidu, of Nellore

Obituary.  and Munshi Raja Bahadur O. E. O., of Lucknow, most be

specially named ; but this year we have been spared any

such serious losses as thoss which fell upon us daring the preceding
twelve month, '
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. Though for the past thrée years oue beloved India has been labouring
. ander the most severe disiress, hard pressed by almost
. Conclusion, unbroken famine iu one part or auother, ravaged by
plague, and tried to the utmost, yet our movement has
grown and prospered even amid a host of adverse conditions. New
workers have come into the field to replace those whom death has swept
from our ranks and a spirit of devotion and earnest work grows yearly
stronger. Let us ever remember that Unity and Brotherhood are our
watchwords, that since our task is essentially spiritual, that is, uni-
versal, we must above all guard ourselves most vigilantly against inner
disintegration and internal dissension ; and never forget that sectional or
provincial jealousy, the settingof one partor province of India against
the rest, and the separating it off from the one organic whole would be
fatal to our porpose, becanse destructive to that unity in spirit and in
love which our Society represents. :
BerTeAYM KEIGHTLRY,
General Secertary.

" REPORT OF THE AUSTRALASIAN SECTION.

-To the President-Founder, T. 8. :—I have the honour to report to
you that the number of Branches now belonging to the Ausiralasian
Section of the T.S. is only twelve, the Charters of two anches (Day-
spring and Mt¢. David) having been called in, owing to most of the mem-
bers formerly composing them having left the districts for which the
Charters were issued. - I understand however, with pleasure, that there
are prospects for the prompt revival of Dayspring, and for the starting
of & new branch at New Town.

The number of members now on our rollis 392, 60 having joined
since last report and 50 having resigned, allowed their membersbip to
lapse or left the Colony, and two members have died.

The Fifth Annual Convention of this Section was held in Melbourne
on March 3lst, 1899, Delegates representing the Sydney, Melbourne,
Ibis, Hobart, and Brisbane Branches were present, and the Branches at
Adelnide, Ma.ryborongh Rockbampton and the Egyptian Branch were
represented by proxies.

The Convention was mainly occapied with business details relative
to the carrying on of the Seotional activities during the ensuing year.

Owing to a severe attack of illness I was not able to take up n;y
duties in Australia until October 30th, Mr. Martyn baving continued as
Acting General Secretary until my arrival, and it is a most pleasant
duty for me to record that the Section thoroughly appreciates his zeal
and devotion to the cause. - The Assistant General Secretary, Mr.
H. A. Wilson, has also done faithful and usefal work at the Syduey
Headquarters.

During the year, Miss Edger, our Federal Lecturer, has visited and
lectured in all the towns of Australia where there are active Branches
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of our Sodlety, giving, doring the eight months sciuslly spent by her in
this Sestion, wmore than sixéy publio leetures, besides meetings for
members only, meetings for the answering of questions and informal
interviews for enquirers whenever opportunity offered, and her work is
becoming every day more appreciated and more popular.

At Gympie, Townsville and Charters Towers, where as yet there
are no Branches---the two laiter places being altogether new ground,
theosophically—Miss Edger also lectared, arousing much interest, which
it is hoped will be kept alive by reading-circles or classes for study.
From the latest reports, she isa now doing excellent work in new fields
in Western Australia, and we hope to soon see a Branch started in
Perth.

The Branches at Adelaide, Melbourne, South Yarra, Hobart, Sydney
and Brisbane have kept their public activities and members’ classes for
study going withont cessation, and report favourable progress, though
the Sonth Yarra Branch is at present hampered, from the fact that
several of its prominent members have gone to England, The Ibis has
also the honor of being so far the ouly Branch in Australia where Lotus
work is done for children.

The smaller Branches and the large number of unattached members,
thoangh not able to show much in the way of public work, still remain
as living centres of Theosophic propaganda ready to be quickened, when
other things are favourable, into forms of larger nsefulness. The
Sectional Library intended mainly for the assistance of this class of our
members, has not been patronised so well as we counld wish, byt with
the addition of more valuable books we expect to have a different report
to give. The Branches in Sydney and Melbonrne own excellent libra-
ries, and that of the Ibis Lodge is exceptionally valuable owing to the
generosity of Mrs. Palmer.

The sectional Organ, Theosophy in Australasia, has been igsued regu-
larly each month during the year and we hope shortly to largely
increase its size and usefulness.

I intend to visit, and lecture for, the various Branches and centers
of aetivity, in the early part of the new year.

I enclose a list of our Branches with the names snd addresses of
the officers up to date, and [ must add that those 1 have had the pri-
vilege of meeting seem to be all hard and enthusiastic workers, so that
a good report of progress will necessarily result for onur next yearly
report.

A. MARQUES,
General Secretary.

- ———

REPORT OF THE NEW ZEALAND SECTION.

To the President-Founder, T. S.:—Binee I Inst hed the hononr of
reporting the work of the New Zealand Section of the T. 8. we have
hsld gur Third Annnal Convention. It was held at Christcharch in the -

C
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Branch rooms there, and was a very harmonious and fraiernal gather-
ing, and did much to strengthen friendly feelings throughout the
Section, as every such gathering mnust.

There was not much more than formal business done, and conse-
quently the Convention only sat one day.

From Christcharch I went South to Dunedin, aud have thas visited
the principal Branches of the Section and made the personal acquaint-
ance of the members. The Auckland delegates to the Convention,
Mr. and Mrs. Draffin, accompanied me ; Mrs. Draffin lecturing in each of
the towns visited—Wellington, Christchurch and Dunedir—thus making
the visits still more valnable. It has been a source of great pleasare to
me to have come into more close contact with the Southern members,
and the work of the Section is now more folly understood by me than
it could have become otherwise; and it will in consequence of our
mutual acquaintance become much more effective.

Duoring May, June snd July, Miss Edger was in New Zealand, aud
lectured and held ciasses in the four chief centres. The Section asa
whole benefited greatly by her visit; and each particalar Branch gave
her a warm welcome, and cordial support in her activities, expressing
the hope of a speedy return. '

All the Branches continue to push on their accustomed work,
and classes for study and public meetings are carried on with vigour and
almost without a break. There has been a great extension of activity
in both Danedin and Auckland. In the former, public meetings are
now held weekly, thus bringing the Branch into line with the oiher
three large centres, and in addition lectures are frequently given in
Port Chalmers by the members of the Dunedin Branch. These, with
the weekly class held by a group there, are arousing a good deal of
public interest.

In Auckland, Mrs. Draffin, an indefatigable worker, is lectaring
weekly on Sunday afternoons in the suburban districts, the resnlts being
very satisfactory. A working group in each suburb is confidently ex-
pected.

Twenty-eight new members have been added to the roll; bat the
usual deductions have to be made. We bave loat 2 by death, 4 by de-
parture from the country, 3 have resigned, and 1 has lapsed throngh
non-payment of dues : 10 in all. To the 171 members last year, there-
fore, 18 are added, a total of 189. The membership is therefore grow-
ing, though slowly, The finances are in a fairly satisfactory condition.

Two leaflets, on “ Karma,” and * Reincarnaiion,” have been print-
ed for distribution, and others will follow shortly; and by the New
Year we hope to have the first issue of a small monthly magazine in
our hands. It will consist of 16 pages and cover, and will be sold at
the low price of a penny per copy. We thus hope to be abla to scatter
ckeap theosophical literatare thronghount the country, and carry trath

snd light into every corner of the land. In the matter of printing
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everything seems to be favourable; the press of late has been very
geuerons, and in Auckland the weekly lectures receive a report filling
the best part of a column in the evening paper, thus reaching a very
large section of the community.

We had the pleasure in Auckland of & slnort visit from Dr. Mar-
ques, the Australian General Secretary, on his way from Honolulu to
Sydoey. It being his intention to proceed to Adyar in time for the
Annual Convention, he was asked to represent this Section on that
occasion and very kindly consented to do so. I am sure it could not
be in better or more capable hands.

C. W. Sanpess,
General Secretary.

REPORT OF THE NETHERLANDS SECTION.

To the President-Founder, 1. S. :—Again the time has arrived when
it is both a duty and a plessure to me to send you a report of the
activities of the Dutch Section for the year that is past.

We have not to report the formation of any new Lodges, bat the
existing ones are very much stronger in number and let us hope also in
knowledge.

Several of our members who live in Dutch India, have paid usa
visit during the year and we are at present in correspondence with ono
of the members in Batavia who proposes to take the lead in forming a
Liodge there. The great trouble is, that the members live so far away
from each other it is difficult for them to meet together.

Daring the year the * Theosophische Uitgerers Manbs(.happy " has
published as follows :

One volume (VII.) of Theosophia, twelve numbers.

* Reincarnation,” by Aunie Besant—new translation by Joban van
Manen. '

“ Death tnd After,” by Anmd Besant—new tfanshation by Joban
van Manen: _ i

“Masters as Facts and Ideals,” by Annie Besant—translated by
Johan van Manen. I

“ Rough Oatline of Theos ply,” by Annie Besant—third thousand,
revised edition. .

“Theosophy and Occultism,” by G. R.S. Mead—translated by
Johan van Manen.

In Preparation : A Dutch translation of the ‘¢ Secret Doctrine ”
and an enlarging of our Dutch montbly paper, Thcosophia.

The year that lies bebind us has been marked by a good deal of
work and devotion, both- by members individually as well as by the
Lodges as a whole,
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Much has been done towards spreading theosophical ideas and
theosophical literature. The general interest in Theosophy is
proved by the increasing sale of Dutch and English books and periodicals.
Puablic lectures bave been given in various towns and- were, as a rale,
well reported by the local press.

Countess Wachtmeister, who stayed a few days on her way back
from Germany, kindly gave two pablic lectutes, one in the Hague and
one in Amsterdam, both of which were well attended. Countess
Whachtmeister lectured in Knglish, & resumé being given in Duteh, for
the sake of those present who did not understand the English lan-
guage.

At the end of last year the number of our members was 178, now it is
223." This year 59 new members have been admitted. We have lost
2 through death, 2 have gone to other countries and 2 have resigned.
The increase of membership ecarcely represents the work done, for we
believe it to be of vastly greater importance to spread theosophical
ideas, than to have many names in our hooks, of people who as yei know
nothing of the subject. We therefore urge applicants to study, before
definitely joining the Society as members, for not large numbers but
earnest workers make the strength of the Theosophical Society.

It is with regret that I have to inform yon that one of the members
who during this year passed through the change which men call death,
waas our true friend and loyal fellow-werker, Madame O’breen, & con-
stant coutributor to 1'heosophia during the last ueven years, under the
name “Afra,” and who aleo at the request of the President-Foander
occasionally contributed sbort articles to the Theosoplist.

She will always live in our memory as one of the pioneers of the
theosophical movement in Holland.

The Third Annual Couvention was held here on Sunday, the 16th of
July 1899. Ere this you will have received the full-report thereof.

* The evening hefore the Couvention a conversazione was held at
.Heedquarters, Amsteldijk 76, where a large number 6f members were
present.

.The day being exceedingly warm the garden was hgbbed up dering
l.he evening and a very social and pleasant time was spent.

The moruing Session of the Convention was devoted to business.
The evening meeting was held in a large hall and was open to all
friends and associates provided with an introduction, which was to be
had from the Secretary.

We had that eveniug the pleasure of haviug with us Mrs. K.
Buﬂingbon Davis, of Minneapolis U, S. A., who addressed the meeting on
the “ Unity of Life.” Mr. J. J. Hallo spoke on ‘ Theosophy in Daily
Life,” Mr. Fricke on ** Questions about Sociology *’ and M. Laaweriks on
** Occultism.” Madame Meulcan opened and closod the meeting with
a few appropriate words.
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During the year many foreign members of the Theosophical Society
bave stopped with us at Headquarters and we hope next year to have
the pleasure of welcoming the President-Founder in our midst. He is
already an old friend and it is with the greatest pleasure that we are
looking forward to baving him amongst us once more.

Now that we have both here and at Rotterdam started a Lotus
Circle for children, the coming generation, we hope, will grow up . with
clearer ideas as to the Unity of Life, Reincernation and Karma, than
fell to oar share as children.

We beg to tender our kindest wishes and warmeat feelings to our
Indiau brethren now assembled in Convention, and though our physical
forms may be far distant, though our castoms and language may differ,
yet wa are all pilgrims journeying along the same road towards the
.same glorious end, and the expression of mutual good will and sympatby
brings sometimes a feeling of strength and unity that is often encourag-
ing, helping as it does to bridge over the seeming gulf of separation
.that lies between us on this plane, however real the unity of thought
end - purpose on & higher plane may be. Therefore we send to you,
our Indian brothers, this assurance of our good will with the earsest
wish for a successful Convention, and that the President-Founder
may long be spared to hold the office of President of the Theoso-
phical Society, the daties of which he bas so ably transacted in
.the past, and also to preside at the Anuual General Conventions of the
Society.

) W. B. FRicKE,
General Secretary, Netherlands Section.

REPORT OF THE SCANDINAVIAN SECTION T.S.

- -No definite report from the Secretary of the Scandinavian Section
has yet  been received at Headquarters, but from published notioces,
mainly in the Theosophical Revisto, we glean the following itemas :

The three Jodges in Stockholm hold joint meetings at the Central
Burean of the Section, where lectures are given aand discassions held.
The Lund, Norrland (Sundsvall), Gothenburg, and Copenbagen Lodges
ave doing very good work. The Norrland Lodge room is kept open all
day, and the Gothenburg Lodge has moved into more spacious quarters,
Varions lectares have been given during the year by Mrs. Sjosted, Mr.
Sarsen, Mr. Zander and others. The Fourth Annual Convention of the
Section was held at Gothenburg in May last, and was a successful
gathering. Though there are no Branches in Finland, there are about
sixty unattached members and a T. S. Lending Library is maintained
in Helsingfors, which is open on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
evenings. The Copenhagen Branch has divided. The Eirene is the new
Branch. The Balder magazine is increasingin circulation and useful-
ness. On the whole the Seotion has made satisfactory progress during
- the year.
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THE FRENCH SECTION.
RerorT or THE GGENERAL SECRETARY.

To the Fresident-Founder, T. 8. :— DeAR AND RrspECTED Sig,~ -This
report will contain but little by way of details; the French Section
having but just made its first step and all its actions and their resulis
being a matter for review in the first Annual Report to be made next
year.

* I send these few lines with the object of forwarding to you the
thanks of your French colleagues for the Sectional Charter which yon
have been so kind as to grant them, and to express their gratitade for
all that you bave done in the world for the cause of Theosophy ; to beg
you to signify to our dear Indian brethren the tender affection which we
have for them and tell them how rejoiced we shall be if some of them
should be able to come and personally attend the Theosophical Congress,
to be held in the conrse of the summer of 1900, at the Palais des
Congres, of the Paris Exposition ; and, finally, to declare to her whom
the gods have given us after the departure of H. P. B.—our elder sister,
Mrs. Annie Besant—the feelings of gratitude and love which for her
burn in our hearts,

The French Theosophists have asked permission to form them-
selves into a Section because they believe the propitions moment has
arrived for them to live of their own national life. All growth comes
from within ; the life coming from withoat serves only to awaken the
germ into activity and carry it on through the preliminary stages of
the evolutionary processus. The European Section has played for us
the part of mother and nurse, and I hope that not one of us will ever
forget it, but the hour came to walk and grow by our own personal
efforts.

The future opens before us under favorable auspices; two new and
important Branches have just been formed in Paris, and we have
reason to hope that a third will soon be organized in Alsace. In
Paris the Theosophical movement is penetrating the cultured portion of
Society, and we hope:for a great expansion should no unforeseen events
arise to temporarily hamper our efforts.

We ask of our Indian brothers thoughts of love, for it is these rays
‘of the spiritual Sun which we need to fractify our endeavours; and we
pray the gods to bless the Theosophical Society, its President- Founder,

its members, and all those who work for it.
Dr. TH. Pascar,

General Secretary, French Section, T. S

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER
OF BUDDHIST SCHOOLS IN CEYLON.

To the President-Founder, I'. S. :—The progress of the edacational
movement during the year has been on the whole a steady and encoursg-




23

ing one, especially in the Western circuit. The Colombo Society has
taken a keener and livelier interest than in past years, in the progress
of the work. There are now 134 schools in our charge, with an attend-
ance of 15,490—10,598 boys and 4,892 girls.

In 1892 there were only 9 registered schools under the Theosophical
Saciety. The present number of registered schools nnder my manage-
ment is 92.

The total of grants earned by our schools in 1895 was Rs. 8,906,
and in the present year Rs. 20,721-70.

In the early years of the movement the majority of the school
buildings erected were of a temporary kind, costing little; but with the
increased confidence in the movement we have liberal support from
wealthy Buddhists, with the result that sanbstantial and permanent
buildings with stone walls and tiled roofs have replaced the former build-
ings of mud and wattle walls and cadjan roofs, in many places.

Every year we have been passing a larger number of teachers at
the Government license examination for teachers, and the teachers in
oor English and Vernacular schools are now better qualified and trained,
and on the wholé better paid than heretofore.

Nearly all the more important towns and villages, with large popu-
lations of school-going children of Baddhist parents, have been provided
with at least one school. In some cases we have as many as four schools
for each town—two Knglish schools and two Vernacular schools—for
boys and girls.

The opposition, entertained at the outset by the various Protestant
Missionary Educational Societies, to our movement, was sapported at
the time and encouraged by certain of the Government Inspectors of
schools and by the Director of Puablic Instruction, bat I am glad to re-
port that such hostility bas been withdrawn. They now recognise our
success and our stability and regard our workers as colleagunes, instead
of as enemies, in the common task of uplifting the people by extending
to them the blessings of education.

A comparison of statistics farnished in the Blue Book for 1893 with
that of 1898, by the Director of Public Instruction, reveals that there
has been a considerable increase in the number of Buddhist children
and a decrease in the number of Protestant childreu attending grant-in-
aid schools. Within 5 years the number of Buddhist children in grant-
in-aid schools has risen from 27,386 to 40,423 an increase of 13,037, but
within the same period the Church of England Mission has lost 88
children, the Presbyterians 231, the Wesleyans 276 and the Baptistsand
others 210. It is satisfactory to note that the Educational activity of
the Buddhists of the centre and sonth of Ceylon has been followed by
our friends, the Hindus of the north, whose numbers in their schools
have increased in the same period from 21,724 to 27,445 (vide Public
Instruction Report for 1893, page D 45, and for 1898, page D 42). The
namber of Buddhist schopls registered for Government grant has ine
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oreased within five years from 33 to 99, and the amount of grant, from
Rs. 11,054 to Rs, 27,430,

It‘is thercfore evident that there is good caunse for hopefulness, for
we have now better teachers, finer boildings, larger grants and an in-
creasing number of schools and scholars from year to year.

The appointment of Mr, Banbery to the Hindu College at Benares
has necessitated the amalgamation of the schools of the Central ciremit
with those of the West and South, under my immediate management as
heretofore. The correspondingly increased financial responsibility has
been undertaken by the Culombo Branch which hopes to raise still
larger funds for the due maintenance of the schools and for the payment
of the large staff of teachers,

The Ananda College, Colombo, for the efficiency of which I am di-
reotly responsible, continues to maintain its position. The annual prize
distribution was held a few months ago and the anuamal report read,
Colonel H. 8. Olcott in the chair.

The Governmeut annual examination was concluded early in No-
vember with satisfactory results. Eight candidates for the Cambridge
local examination have been prepared and will take their papers in
December. Without the equipment of a good boarding establishment,
for which funds are urgently needed, it will be difficult to compete—on
equal terms—with the other well provided Colleges in Colombo.

I bave beon greatly assisted in the work of management during
the year by Mr. D. S. S. Wickramaratne, Assistant General Manager of
Schools, Mr. P. L. Dharmasiri, Inspector of Schools, Western Circuit,
and Mr. M. Batuvantudave, Inspector of Schools, Central Circuit,
Mr. A. W. Goounesekera, Inspector of Schools, Southern Circait, Mr,
Pragnaratne, our pioneer lay preacher, and by the local managers of the
sevaral schools.

I berswith subjoin a detailed list of schools.

Schools opened in 1899. Bchools Registered in 1899.
1 Rukmale, Vernacular, Mixed 1 Sangamitta, Ver., Girls
2 Heenatigala do 2 Kalutara, North, Ver, Mixed
3 Moraketiyare ao 3 Yagodamulla, Ver., Girls
4 Kalamulla do 4 Mabima, Ver., Boys
5 Miripenna (transferred) do 5 Petiyagoda, Ver., Mixed
6 Kussala do 6 Medugama, Ver., Boys
7 Kalawana do 7 Bandaragama, Ver, Mixed
8 Nathaundiya, English, Boys 8 Godagama Ver. Girls
9 Raddolawa, Ver., Mixed 9 Ponnaunkanniya Ver. Boys
10 Madelgamowa do 10 Barawavila, Ver., Qirls
11 Narawila do 11 Peepola Ver. Mixed
13 Rajagiriya (Welikada), Boys 12 Nittambuwa do
13 Diyagama, Ver., Mixed 13 Peellawatta, Ver., Girls
14 Mallegama do 14 Paluwella, Ver. Boys (trans-
15 Nugamulla Girls ferred)
18 Ambnuwita, Ver., Mixed 15 Watinapaha, Ver. Mixed
Madewa, Ver. Girls

17 Kalatara, North, Ver., Girls 16
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Sohools opensd in 1899. " Bchools Registered in 1899,

18 Polwatta (Ambalangods) Ver., | 17 Amandolawa, Ver., Mixed
Girls | 18 Mukalangamuwa, do
19 Nedimale, English Boys - ‘| 19 Nathandiya, English Boys
20 Weediya Watta, Ver., Mixed 20 Randombe
21 Meewitigammana, Ver., Girls
22 Palnwella, Vernacular, Boys
' (transferred).

A. E. BuorLiexs,
General Manager of Schools.

S———e—

BUDDHIST PRESS REPORT.
To the President-Founder, T. S,

Ibeg to submit my report of the Buddhist Press for the year
ending 30th November 1899,

Since my last report many changes have been made in the three
Departments nuder my supervision, and it gives me much pleasure to
record here a farther progress of the work of the different branches,
especially in the Sinbalese establishment.

The Sinhalese Department,—The principal work in charge of this
‘branch is the printing of the Sandaresa newspaper. Last year I
reported that the circalation of this paper was a little over 2,000 and
this year it is a pleasure to note that the same has donbled and I think
I shall be able to print 5,000 shortly. The present circalation of the
Sandaresa is the largest of all the newspapers printed in Ceylon—the
highest oirculation of the cheapest leading English paper, according to
the Government Blue Book, being only 2,200. I have made a calculation
to see how many persons read the Sandaresa each time it is issued ; and
have found that the paper is read by 24,000 persons each time—it
being printed semi-weekly, every Tnesday and Friday. More than
half of the apace of the paper is devoted to advertisements. I have
therefore asked our local Society to permit me to enlarge its size and
thus meet the demands of our various advertisers and correspondents.

The rapid growth of business compelled me to apply for additional
accommodation, and I mean to move our printing office and the
machinery into other quarters before the heginning of next year, A
new Quadroyal Wharfdale machine to print the Sandaresaand for book-
work has been purchased and fitted up, The gas engine to work the
several machines is also being erected by the Colombo Gas Company.

Several new machines for cutting, stitching and perforating have
also been added to the jobbing branch. As soon as sufficient accommo-
dation is obtained, I- propose to open a binding branch too.

The * Sisubodhaya,” Parts I. and II., went through two more edi-
tions this year, and the * Nam Pota” (Buddhist names for males and
females) was revised and printed a second time. * Karma-Vibhaga,” a
wsefuol booklet treating on Karma, was printed at a considerable eont.

D
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The Siokaldse edition of Col. Oleott’s “Buddhist Catechiam” (338 English
edn,) translated by Mr, D. B. Jayatilaka, B.A. ; “ Buddha Upasthana,” g
valuable religions brochure adapted for the use of ourschools and the
general public, edited by Mr, D. 8. 8. Wickramaratne, Assistaut
General Manager of Buddhist Schools, and the life of Sri Wickrama
Raja Sinha, the last King of Kandy, are now in the press.

The English Department.—Owing to pressure of urgent work in
other dapartmonts no satisfactory improvements were effected during
the year under review. The Buddhist, edited by Mr. D. B. Jayatilaka,
is at present printed as a monthly. The want of contributors of
learned articles to this useful magazine is greatly felt. Mr. Jayatilaka,
with the very little leisure at his disposal, has, at present, to write ount
all the necessary copy for the printer. With a few regular contribu-
-tors much good counld be done through this periodical.

A considerable amount of job-work was turned out during the past
Jyear. With further additions which I propuse making shortly, I hope
.that better resnlts may be achieved next year.

The Tamil Department.—The principle work executed during the
past year is the printing of the Tamil edition of Mr, Leadbeater’s ** Sisn-
bodaya,” Part I., translated and published by Mr., D. S. 8. Wickrama-
ratna. I am getting the second part also translated and hope to priut
and issue the same as early as possible.

Qeneral.—Owing to increase of work the clerical staff had to be
.augmented and a special Cashier both for the Society and the press had
also to be appointed. Together with the three volunteers the clerical
-gtaff is composed of seven gentlemen, to whom my thanks are due for
their ready co-operation.
H. S. PeRens,
Manager.

REPORT OF THE BUDDHIST THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
OF GALLE.

GALLE,
6th’ December, 1899,
To the President-Founder, T. S.
I have the honour to forward the annual Report for the year end-
.ing 3lst December 1899, of the work done by the Galle Buddhist
. Theosophical Society.
In consequence of the absence and irregular attendance of most of
. the members several meetings had to be postponed, yet business was
promptly attended to by the Kxecutive Committee.
Attention is paid to educational work, and it is slowly progressing.
. A new Vernacular School was opened at Katukurunda, about 8 miles
irom Galle. Its attendanceis 260 boys and girls, The School Bungalow
. i8 solid masonry and made to accommodate about 400 pupils. Several

\
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other places were visited with the view of opeuning schools, but the
apathy of the Buddhists in some villages deterréd us from active engage-
ment. The main object of the Society is to ensure the stability of
Mahinda College, the chief Buddhist institution in Sonth Ceylon. In
the early part of June last the front part of the College building came
dov:v, and the College work had to be shifted to another house. Just
at this time the venerable President-Founder of the Society was here,
and was suggesting means to have a building of our own for the
College. At once he engaged in the work. With the President of the
local Brauch and a few others, he visited most of the well-to-do Bud-
dhists in Galle, delivered addresses at several stations, and a public
appeal was made for funds for the purpose of buying a large plot of
ground and for building a College Bungalow that will accommodaté
about 500 pupils, together with houses for resident masters and dormi-
tories for boarders. Many cheerfully responded to the appeal and
contributed largely. A sum of Rs. 5,354 was collected and deposited irf
the Galle Branch of the Chartered Mercantile Bank, whilst there id
another sum of Rs. 3,500 yet to be collected. There is every probability
of collecting as much more with the progress of the buildings intended.
A central plot of ground either bordering the sea or occupying a sitna-
tion quite conformable with the rules of the Educational Depart-
ment is sought for. Assoon asthe ground is acquired the construc-
tion of the buildings will commence.

Our Learty thanks are due to the venerable and highly esteemed
President-Founder for his indefatigable labour, and for the help he has
lent them to ameliorate the condition of the ignorant mass by educating
the rising generation.

The grant-in-aid examination of the College was held in July la.st,

by the Government Inspector of Schools. The results were very satis-
factory and the graut earned was the higlest ever earned by the
institution. :

A series of lectures was delivered by Messrs. N. Balasubrnmam_ya.n
and H. Gordon Douglas (late Principals) add by Mr. Datt, Principal of
Rajapaksa College, at the College Hall. Mr. Wilton Hack, Principal
of Dharmaraja College, Kandy, delivered a lecture on Buddhism. He
came here to work with us for some time, but a chronic fever from
which he suffers from time to time, disabled him from working. After
being confined to bed for about 3 -months he left us to go back to
Australia and to be in our midst again on recraiting his health.

The branch schools are progressing except the one at Hagoda which
we had to close on account of the gross indifference of the Buddhists
in the village. Kalegama Boys’ School, Dangedara Mixed Vernacular
School, Meepawala Boys' School and Ganegama Boyé’ School did very well
at the Government examination. Gintota Mixed School ar.d Unawatuna
Mixed Schocl,—the two schools registered in the latter part of 1893—
were examined by the Government Inspector and by his Assistant and
were awarded a satisfactory grant in proportion to the passes. Nor the
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Dangedara Jayawardane School is not yat registered. The daily attends
ance is over 150. We hope it will be registered by the beginning of
next year.

We have to thank Messrs. H. Amarasuriya, F. de Silva and
D. C. Patiratne for the support they lend us as Jocal managers. Also
we bave to thank Rev. K. Sumangala, of Thuwakkuagalawatte Temple,
for extending his support as a priest in impressing in the minds of the
people, the value of education and the benefit of opening schools.

The balance sheet of the Buddhist Natioral Fands is hereto anvexed.

Mr. Ranasinha, the Collector of the Cent Fundin the district of
Galle, is progressing with his work. He has already collected Rs. 86,
cents 35, for the last three months.

In conclusion, I have to report with regret the death of
Mr. G. C. A. Jayasekara, a valued and talented member of our Society,
who worked with us from the establishment of the Society to his very
end. In him we have lost a counsellor and a leader.

T. D. 8. AMARASURYA, O. A, JAYASEKERE,
President. Secretary.

STATEMENT OF GALLE BUDDHISTIC NATIONAL FUND
FOR 1899.

To Collections by Col. Oloott ... 6,845l93r By principal due on bonds ...| 3,606{50

| » do recovered ..| 2300
Interest ... o 27501
" » Value of lands purchased....| 975 0
’ » Allowance paid to Habera-
duve 8chool ... 70, 0
» do to Dangedura, North ... 75{ 0
,»» Cash in Mercantile Bank ... 80294
»» Balance in the hands of]
Mr. Perera (Treasurer) . 251150
Total... 6,12094' Total...| 6,120
AupiTed BY T. D. S. AMARASURYA, 0. A. JAYASEKERE,
10th Dec. 18Y9. . Secretary,
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REPORT OF THE EUROPEAN SECTION. *

To the President- Founder, T'. S.:—Looking back over the past twelve-
month I think we bave every reason to be satistied with the record
of the progress of the work so far as the European Section is concerned.

Two facts especially call for remark, the first being the formation
of the French Section, and the second the removal of the Sectional
Offices and Library from 19, Avenue Road. With regard to the former
it will be sufficient to say that when M. Courmes anuounced at our Con-
vention meeting that it was the intention of our French fellow members
to apply for authority to organize as a Section, the statement was re-
ceived by all present with the greatest satisfaction as evidence of the
steady growth of the movement, and they rejoiced that France was
already in a position to fellow the example of Scandinavia and Holland.

‘With regard to the change of Sectional premises; it had for some
time been thought by many, who had the best opportunity of judging,
that the time had arrived when the expansion of the work of the Sec-
tion necessitated the removal of the Headquarters to some more centrally
situated position and one which should be not unworthy of the impor-
tance of the Theosophical movement. The opportunity of giving up the
premises in Avenue Road offered, and the Offices and Library were at
once removed to temporary premises at 4, Langbam Place, pending
the time when some suitable place should be found in which to settle
ourselves. Such premises have now been found, admirably adapted
in every way for our purposes, aud we enter into possession of the
upper part, consisting of three floors of 28, Albermarle St., on Christmas.
There we shall have a Library, Reading Room, Offices and Lecture
Room. The situation leaves nothing to be desired, the house stands
nearly opposite the Royal Institution building.

Though 19, Avenune Road was natarally very dear to many of the
older members by reason of the memories of H. P. B. and her closing
years of work there, nevertheless there is no doubt that the time had
come to take a new departare.

In order to meet the increased outgoings necessitated by the change
of quarters, the Kxecutive Committee issued an appeal for promises of
Annual Donations. This appeal was most liberally responded to, and.
already over £600 has been promised by the members of the Section, by.
way of guaranteed Annnal Donations—which is a satisfactory proof of
the interest taken by the Section as a whole, in the change. The gene-.
ral financial condition of the Section is satisfactory.

There can be no dounbt that, once the work at the nmew premises
is fully organised and under weigh, we shall find the movement very
materially strengthened. During the past year there have beem two
changes among the officials of the Section. M. Courmes, owing to the

~ #'[The Report of the Eurepean Section did not arrive in season to appear in 1t.s
proper places—Ed. Note.) !
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formation of the French Sectior, was compelled to resign his post in the
Executive Committee, and in his place Dr. Hiibbe Schleiden, one of our
oldest members, was chosen by the Convention, and he kindly consented
to act.

Mr. Herbert Burrows, owing to pressare of private work, was
reluctantly compelled to resign his post as Treasarer. Captain Lauder
has agreed to take over these duties.

During the year ending November 17th, 291 new members were
enrolled.
~ Charters were issued, during the same period, to the following
8 new Branches:

Le Sentier (Paris), Grenoble, Lyons, Marseilles, Union (Paris),
Disciple (Paris), Charlottenburg and Antwerp.

Since November 17th, one other Charter has been issued—that to
the Florence Branch.

Of the above Branches six now beloug to the French Section.

During the year one Lodge has resigned its Charter, i.e., the Leeds
Lodge. This was owing to a fulling off in membership. The Convention
was held in London on 8thaud 9th July. Everything passed off most
harmoniously and it was well attended, many foreign members being
present.

The North of England Federation has contipued its quarterly meet-
ings and the following have presided at the meetings daring the past
year : Mrs. Cooper-Oakley, Mr. Lieadbeater, Mrs. Besant and the Coun-
tess Wachtmeister. The South-Western Federation met at Exeter in
July, when Mrs, Besant presided. The Section was fortunate in having
Mrs. Besant’s presence and assistance for several months. During the
summer, while she was in London, she gave three different sets of Lec-
tures, one series dealing with the “ Ascent of Man ™ one series on
the * Mababhirata,” and one consisting of a lecture on Dreams, and
two ou * Eastern and Western Science.”

Mrs. Besant also visited Paris and gave most successful lectures
which were well attended.

To Countess Wachtmeister’s visit to France in the spring, on her
way to England from India, may be attribnted the formation of many
of the French Lodges to which Charters have this year been issmed—
notably those of Toulon, Marseilles, Grenoble and Lyouns. At all theee
places the Countess was most indefatigable in holding meetings, both
public and private, and by her energy she was able to arouse much in-
terest in Theosophy. Duriug the months of November and December
Countess Wachumeister has been making a tour of the Lodges in the
north of England, a tour extending over a month and in the course of
which she bas held numberless meetings. .

Mrs, Cooper- Oak]ey, Mr. Leadbeater, Mr. Mead, myself aud others
bave visited the various provincial Lodges and Centres.
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Tn the month of October Mrs, C:mper‘-Oakley went to Rome with &
view to helping the work in Italy. Her sojourn there has been attended,
with the bappiest results and the work has prosperad in many direc-
tions. The Rome Lodge is at present one of the strongest, numerioally,
and owing in agreat mersare to Mrs. Oakley’s energy since her arrival
in Italy, the new Branch at Florence has been established and everything
points to considerable developments in Italy in the near future

Mrsa. Lloyd, who has hitherto been helping the Rome Lodge, has now
moved to Florence to place her services at the disposal of the newly
created Lodge. With regard to the Sectional literary activity of the
past 12 months—Mr. Leadbeater has contributed two new treatises, one
called “ Invisible Helpers ” and one dealing with Clairvoyance. Mrs,
Besant’s *“ Ancient Wisdom” has gone into a second edition, and the Sec-
tion has very gratefully studied also the *“ Story of the Great War, Evola-
tion of Life and Form ” and ** Dharma,” by the same author, which were
published in India during the year. The Theosophical Review has
more than maintained its high standard of excellence and much of the
very greatest interest has appeared in its pages.

The Vihan still serves to elicit interesting replies to most varied
questionings. Standing, as we do, on the threshold of a new century, the
condition of the Section fairly justifies our gazing forward with
confidence and hope into the vista of the coming years, and gives reason
to believe that despite the times of darkness and of difficulty, the
Society will yet fulfil the expectations of those who founded it and
survive to carry forward the banner of Theosophy far into the twentieth
century. Inconclnding, pray permit me, Mr. President, to convey to
you, personally, the best thanks of our merbers for the help you have
given them ip the past and their best wishes to you for the future
‘and for the success of this year's Anniversary Meeting.

Otway CUFFE,
General Secretary.

Mgs. HIGGINS® SCHOOL.

We have here as Delegates three lady teachers of Mrs. Higgins—Miss
Pieters, of Amsterdam, and the Mirses Davies of Australia—who report
that the Museus Buddhist Girls’ School and Orphanage has reached
the stage of complete prosperity, It contains about ninety boarding
-girl pupils, of respectable families, and other applications for a,dmlssmn
have had to be refased.

——

THE EDUCATION OF THE PANCHAMAS,

The Panchama Educational Movement which was started by the

. President-Founder of the T. S., and maintained by him, personally, for
so loug a time, is now assuming larger proportions. In addition to the

¢ Oleott Free School,” and the “H, P. B, Memorial School,” we now
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have the “Damodar Free School,” whioh has recently been eatablished
at Teynampett, through the kindness of an aromymous friend in
England who sent the funds needed for starting it. Early in the year
& Panchama Educational Fund was created and a committee formed,
eonsisting of Miss S. E. Palmer, B. Sc., Superintendent of the Panchama
Bchools ; Mr. 8. Rangaswamy Iyengar, B.A., Hon. Educational
Adviser; V. C, Seshachari, Esq., B.A., B.L., Hon. Legal Adviser ; Mr. C.
Sambiah, Hon. Consulting Engincer ; and Mr., T. V. Charlu, Cashier. There
are now about 250 pupils on the rolls in these three schools and the
namber is steadily increasing. Althongh this movement was not start-
ed nor is maintained by the Theosophical Society, it has the earnest
sympathy of a large share of its officers and members, who realize the
dnties they owe to the lower classes who have for so long a time been
without the advantages of education. There are millions of these
children of the lower classes in India, who are growing up in ignorance,
neglected and uncared for, both intellectually and spiritually, by those
who have had the advantages of «ducation and yet who blindly ignore
the needs of those below them. This is a condition which calls loudly te
ur for amelioration. Let us hope that Theosophista who recognize the
spiritnal brotherhood of all humanity will not always be go indifferent
concerning the welfare of these poor people.

THE TWENTY FOURTH ANNIVERSARY MEETING.

The Twenty-fourth Anniversary Meeting of the Theosophical Society
was celebrated on the evening of December 28th, at the Victoria Public
Hall. There was a crowded audience present to take part in the
celebration, among those on the platform being included representa-
tives from several branches of the Society in foreign coantries. Col.,
Olcott, the President-Founder, presided and introduced the several
-speakers of the evening to the meeting.

The first speaker was Dr. 'A. Marques, of Homnolulu, who, in a
short speech, gave an account of the origin and progress of the Theoso-
phical movement in the Hawaiian Islands.

The next speaker was Mr. A. Schwarz of Switzerland, sow em-
ployed in Colombo. He gave an interesting account of the good work
that had begun for the canse of Theosophy in Switzerland, and spoke of
the anxiety with which the West looked to the East for enlightenment
in matters spiritual.

Miss Pieters, of Amsterdam, was the next speaker. She informed
the meeting that during the last six years seven Branches of the
Theosophical Society had been started in Holland, which number 250
"‘members, many of whom were interesting themselves in making trans-
“lations into Dutch, of Theosophical books and Hindan religious works.
'The Bhagavad Gitd- had been translated and the “ Secret Doctrine "
‘of Madame Blavatsky was now in course of translation. .
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Dr. A. Richardson, the Principalof the Hindn Central College of
Benarer, next addressed the meeting, and explained the work that is
being done at Benares for the education of Hindu youths. The cultiva-
tion of the moral character of the youths studying in the College was
the most important feature of the edncation imparted there. He exhort-
ed all Hindus to render help to enable the founders of the College to
achieve the noble object they had in view. '

Colonel Olcott next referred to the increasing prosperity and spread
of the Theosophical movement all over the world, called attention to
the presence on the platform of representative Theosophists from
countries not previously heard from at, these anniversaries, viz,, Holland,
Hawaii, Switzerland and Bulgaria, and gave an account of the useful
and charitable work of education he had initiated both in Ceylon and
in Madras.

Mrs. Besant was the principal speaker of the evening. A condensed
report of her speech, as reported by the Madras Mail, will appear in the
February Theosophist.

—

Mrs. BESANT ON THE AVATARAS.

While waiting for the appearance of the official verbatim report of
Mrs. Besant's four grand convention discourses on the theory and
significance of the Avatira, or incarnate agency of the Divine Intelligenc o
for the helping of mankind, we reproduce the series of critical notices
specially written for the Hindx newspaper by a brilliant University
graduate of Madras. He has kindly revised them for the present purpose.
Mrs. Besant, of course, treats her subject from the Hinda point of
View :(— '

FirsT LERCTURE.

Age does not affect, nor custom stale the great charm of the elo-
quence of Mrs. Besant: she looks more and more etherealised and her
utterances seem to gain in loftiness of thought and beauty of expres-
rion as years roll on. This year, the talented lady has chosen to dis-
course npon & very interesting subject—one which is essentially Hindu,
and & subject which has exercised the ingenunity of nambers of schoola
of thonght among the people of Indin. Itis trme that all nations and
sll religions believe in the Son of Man, as being specially sent down to
elevate a fallen people and to illumine the darkness of the people’s
vision. DBut to no race has tho descent of God the same meaning
and the same significance as to the Hindn. As Mrs. Besant quoted
aptly from the Lord's teachings, to the believer there isa prcmise that
whenever sin and misdeed become paramount, and whenever virtne
and good. deeds are at a discount, then there will be a special incarna-
tion of God to wipe out the evil and to re-plant the seeds of goodness
and of grace. Moreover it is God himself that is born, accarding to the

K
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Hiodn Sistras. It is not a prophet sent down at His instancs, it is not
& Messiah that goes down to undergo & vicarions suffering. It ia He
that is present, that is moving among man, righting the wrong and
uplifting the oppressed. Mrs. Besant cautioned her audience at the
outset that it may not be strict orthodoxy that she is preaching, and it
may be that her exposition may go against some of the notions of accept-
ed interpretations. She said that such teachings ought not to be rejected
as heresies, simply because they do not conform to what the people have
been by long usage accustomed to regard as revealed religion. What is
heresy to-day may be accepted dogma to-morrow. Sankara, Buddha, and
Jesus Christ were regarded as heretics in their days, and what was denied
to them in life has been more than compensated for by theirglorification
by generations then unborn. Mrs. Besant said that it wounld not make
her deviate an inch from the path she has chosen, if she is spoken of as
a heretic. She bas made up her mind to speak the trath, and trath, as
every one knows, is not always savoury and pleasant. Mrs. Besant
next touched upon the fundamental characteristics of all Avatfras.
The entire life of such an Avatira isone unbroken devotion to the
Supreme. He must teach by example and by precept, and therefore He
maust show in Himself that it is one continuous stream of Bhakii that is
flowing in and through Him. Otherwise it is impossible that He can
be the centre and the originator of all the good that He is to accom-
plish in His special mission. Another characteristic of no less impor-
tance is, unalloyed love to all human beings,—not drawn by the attrac-
tive and repelled by the ugly—not gracious towards the rich and grace-
less towards the poor : loving all and distributing the milk of human
kindness to all impartially, would He accomplish the parpose for which
He has come down. The gifted lecturer then drew a distinction
between Avatdra and Avesa and pointed out that, whereas in Araidra,
God came down to assume form and shape, in Aresa, the individual
ego of the man still remained and it was only on occasions and at inter-
vals that the Divine wisdom revealed itself in and throngh him. The
essence permeated him occasionally and he spoke godlike and not as God.
It was this Avesa, this inspiration that was manifested in the Rishis
and the seera of old. Through them God delighted to reveal to the world
sparks of His great illamination, and these were the mouthpiece of the
great truths which the Snpreme had by their agency pnblished to the
world. What a fall was there! Where are the Brahmins that were
the repositories of sach divine inspiration and love? 1f jou dv not
hear men speak godlike to-day, it is because there are not men whom
the Great Unknown cau select as the vehicle of His thoughte. Mrs.
Besant then pointed out how partia truths revealed by the great Acha&-
ryas have been misinterpreted and misqnoted, and how texts and sayings
were being twisted to mean exactly the opposite of what they really aim
at.. She was especially hard on commentators who had sat down to
expound their pet dogmas and who had made truth itself subservient to
their preconceived notions of sectarian teaching, Mrs, Besant then
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proceeded to point out the difference between a full Avatira and a partiai
Avatira. She acknowledged that she was treading upon dangerous
ground, but she would not swerve from the purpose she bad set herself
to, by any fear that she may not be walking in the footsteps of others.
Lord Krishna was a full Avatira, and the difference lay in this. A
partial Avatira comes down to accomplish a set purpose. Sri Rima
came down to show to the world what a true Kshatriya can be, how a
dutiful son should behave, and how a loving husband should conduct
himself. All these ideals had been perfectly conformed to, and
there is nothing in the whole world which can compare, with the
exemplary characteristics of the trume king, eon and husband
portrayed in the sweet words of Valmiki. There Sri Rima stopped.
His purpose was to eradicate evil from the world and to lead n
life of purity, of Jove and of dutifulness. It was mnot so with Lord
Sri Krishna. He was not simply the datifal son of Yasodd. He
was mnot merely the Prince of Gokula. He on occasions showed
that name and form have no limits for him, On three occa-
sions at least He ceased to be Krishna and showed himself to be
the Lovd of the Universe. When Duryodhana wanted toimprison Him,
he showed his true proportions and overawed the wicked monarch.
When Arjuna had not faith enmough in him to believe that he was
fimply the instrument of a greater power which guided him, and
when the vastness of his undertaking overawed him, Lord Krishna
appeared before Arjuna in His true form and made him comprehend
the truth. And again, when an irate Rishi thoaght fit to vent his
wrath upon Sri Krishna and proceeded to curse him, the Lord showed
the utter futility of his intentions, and, in the beautiful language of
Mrr. Berant, made the Rishi see that he was a child throwing a
pebble against a mighty rock. Theseare the characteristics of a full
Avatira, and they show that, in His incarnation at the beginning of
the presemt age, God came down in all His glory and might. Mrs.
Besant might have added that Lord Krishna was a Plirna Avatira in
another senae. It i3 in His incarnation as Sri Krishna that He played all
his parts—warrior, king, counsellor and servant—teacherof the Baghavad-
@Gita, fellow pupil with Kachela, charioteer, aud the messengericf pence;
a datifal son, & kind brother and a loving Lusband ; the inveterate enemy
of the proud and the wicked and the ®ver present friend of the good
and the meek. All these parts he played to perfection. It wasa perfect
Avatira ; aud if His teachings to-day are received with reverence by all
the nations on the face of the carth, it is another indication of the fuil-
ness of the God in this Avatira. We have tried to sketch very briefly
the outlines of a discourse which kept the audience spell-bound for an
hour and a half. The peroration was splendid and the whole scene
brought to prominence the idea that when the East and the West are
lovingly nnited there are splendid possibilities for the zood of the world
and for the well-being of the human race.
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Before commenting npon the discourse of this morning, we should
like to draw attention to a phase of the question discussed yesterday
‘which was not touched upon by us. Itis asked—and it is a very perti-
nent question—how can there be any Avatiira when the whole world is lit
np by the lifé of the Suprema Being ¥ He is there in every form
and shape, in every plant and animal und in everything that is of this
earth.  How can there be any * descent "’ of that which pervades every-
thing ¥ The answer is not an easy one to give. It is undoubtedly
trae that He is in every one; but the soul in man, thcugh of divine
origin, is bound down by limitations and conditions, the result of
previons karma. The re-bivth of a soul once encased is a resanltant of
the forces which it brought into existence itself; aund there must be
many such re-births before tlie chastened sonl gets back to the point
whence it sprang, before it gives up the fetters which attached themselves
to it in its progress through evolution. In the Avatira, God wills that
He should become the Son of Man : no karmic environments determine
the coming into existence of this unsullied essence. No conditions limit
His progress through life. He has manifested to remove sin and evil,
and He accomplishes His object nnmoved by the ordinary limitations
of hnman existance.

The first question which Mrs. Besant discnssed this morning was
the source aund the origin of Avatiras. The learned lecturer pointed out
that, in all Avatdras, it was the second of the Trinity that manifested
its presence in human form. It is Vishnn among the Hindus, It is the
Son among the Christians : neither Brahma nor Mahesvara had any
incarnation. The Father and the Holy Glost did not assame human
form: Mrs. Besant cautioned the audience that, iu dealing with a foreign
religion, it is ideas that should be reckouved and not names. We agrec.
But we doubt whether the Son in the Christian religion is ever aseo-
cinted with the idea of protection avd of -life-giving. The Messiah
seems to derive his power from the Kather and the Father sends
down his beloved  Son to suffer for mankind. 1t is not an indepeundent
function that-the Son performs in Christian theology. = He'is the inter-
preter between the Supreme and the mundane. Not so in Hinda
theology : the tripartite division corresponds to independent tunctions
of the one God. 1t may be that they ere inter-dependent—but there is
no land-mark by which the one is snbordinated to the other. No doubt
in popular mythologies, either Mahesvara or Vishnu is represented as
being supreme and the others as subordinate. But in the philosophy of
the various sects no such distinction is recognised. Moreover, the claim
for supremacy advanced by the various sects for each of these deities
strengthens our position, that each in turn was regarded as Supreme.
In Christian theology, we have not heard of the Father being ever sub-
ordinate to the Son, The one is supreme and the others draw their
inspirations from Him. However that may be, Mrs. Besant proceeded
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to point cut that Visbnu alone had his Avatiras and not S'iva or Brabma4,
Mahesvara at times did take form and shape. But there was no real
Avatlra at any time. So was it with Brahma. Mrs. Besant here allu-
ded to the beautiful episode whose scene is laid on the banks of the holy
city of Benares. Mahddeva assumed the form of a Chandila and was
lying across the path which Baghavin Sankarichirya was to cross with
bhis disciples. Sackarfichdrys, more than anybody else, was impreg-
nated with the spirit of the great Mahideva. All his. philosophy was
ndt proof against his mundane surroundings. He had bathed in the
sacred river and he was wending his way home with crowds of disciples
swarming around. Lo, a Chandila lay across his path: what profanity !
The physical environmeuts of the great Sanyésin clouded his vision for the
time being and he ordered the Chandila to withdraw. Then follows the
beautiful dialogne which is familiar to every Hindn, between the great
guru and this low-boru menial, and it ends in the discomfitore of the
great man who had won his laurels against every combatant before.
That was an occasion when Mahideva assumed form to teach his own
beloved son a little more humility and a little more charity. But that
was no Avatira. No. It was Vishnu alone that had ircarnations. Why
#o ? This led the lecturer to the consideration of the second question,
The functions of God are three-fold : (1) The meditation over and the
bringing into shape of formless and chaotic matter; (2) the instii-
ling of life into such shaped entities ; and (3) the endowing of this life-
given form with wiedom and knowledge. The first of these functions
is performed in Hindu theology by Brahmd. Pnutting life and impreg-
nating matter with activity is ascribed to Vishnu. Visbou is all-per-
vading. He is life. He is activity. Then comes the third duty of
endowing the active fiame with discerument, with wisdom. Mahadeva,
the A’chirya of all A'chiiryas, performs this function. 1f this three-fold
arrangement is to be carried out, who is it that can descend into buman
form and shape but the life-giver of all? What is form without life
and where is the use of wisdom if it is not to guide life ? He
takes life who alone can give life. Avatiras must be of Vishnu and of
none else. Mrs. Besant prefaced her observations by saying that the
ground was rather unfamiliar to many, and we doubt if any left the
hall this morning to whom it did not appear, after listeming to the
eloguent words of the lecturer, that the path was no longer a rough and
unknown gne to tread upon. She pointed ont at the outset that the
physicnl world was but faintly modelled on the spiritaal, and if anybody
in his supreme wisdom thought that the spiritual shounld be judged by
the pcssibilities of the physical vision, there was no greater fool moving
on earth. She next touched upon the third of the questions which she
proposed to answer this morning. Why should theve be Avataras? God
is all-knowing, omniscient. Before He created tlie world He must have
laid his plans carefally. Why these occasional fiying visits ? Why did
He not cuntemplate these possibilities hefore? He is both architect and
builder, and it is no compliment to Him to say that He had miscalcu-
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lated the forces of natare, and that He had not carefully planned the
structure. It was oneof the most difficulé of the problems to answer.
Why was there evil which needed His special intervention to saubvert ?
The answer was eagerly awaited. Every one strained his ears to catch
every word that fell from the lips of the gifted lecturer. She said that
she had no feith in sliding over difficulties. She was prepared to face
them, and her answers, even if they did not convince all, left no donbt
in the mind of any one that she had earnestly and honestly endea-
voared to explain the objections. -

In the first place it was mnot true that God had not arranged his-
plans with sufficient forethought. He knew sll and had provided for
all. The object in view is the evolution of the physical and intelléctnal
world to a state of perfection. That is the groundplan of the maker and
the Creator. All others were sabservient to this end. How to evolve the
material and the mental world so thatthey may reach perfection ? Sap-
pose they were created perfect, suppose that their state of equilibrium
was never disturbed ; aud suppose that they never came in contact with
evil. What would be the result? There wou!d be no progress. The
created things will not show any improvement, any moving on. They
would be like toys to play with. No. That ought not to be. The surest
menns of progress was to bring the created things into contact with
evil. To chesten, to parify the spirit, the baptism of fire must be gone
throngh. Sweet are the nses of adversity and sweeter, purer
still is the sonl which, in contact with evil, emerges pure and un-
sullied. That is why we find both good and evil in this world, Each
has its fuuctions, each its uses. Therefore it is only when the soul
makes head against its surrounding temptations, and slowly but- surely
goes higher and higher till it becomes one with the unsullied effulgence
of the Supreme, the object of creation will be fully accomplished. But
we often yield to temptation. Instead of avoiding evil, we often fall
into it ; and it is when the predominance of evil has become so great
that the unsallied Being interposes and stops further devastations. All
the sin in the world had gathered ahead and the time had come to free
the atmosphere from this pestilence and to enable the soul fo move on
in its forward course. It was then that God took form and shape. It
was when the crop of evil was ready to be harvested off that the de-
scent was made for the good of the world, for the safety of mankind.
What is more natural ? It is not an ill-laid plan. Ttis a well-plauned
purpose that is carried out. In this connection Mrs. Besant referred to the
beautiful story of the birth of Rivana and pointed out how the great
soul was rather anxious to be the embodiment of obstruction for a
shorter period than the crystallization of virtue for a longer one so
that the final goal may be sooner reached by hissonl. We must close
here. It was a splendid discourse that we were privileged to listen to
and the warning words of Col. Oleott were hardly necessary to a
Hindu audience to give the gifted lady a patient and attentive hearing.
It was all attention, rapt, undivided.
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Tarp LrcTure.

1t was a very vast subject that was touched uponm to-day: Yugas
and Kulpas and tens of thousands of years were passed in review with-
in the space of an hour and a quarter. The evolation of the world from
its nebulous state to the present day had to be sketched. Naturally only
the outlines could be given and the andience bad to fill in the details,
Mrs. Besant felt donbts as to why the sages referred only to ten Avatiras.
Tt was not material from her point of view to pursue the discussion
any farther ; but she was not sure that there was not some explanation
for it. It may be that these ten Incarnations marked the beginning of
& new evolation, of anew epoch. She might have added that these ten
Avatiras land-mark the eradication of the greatest sin then gathered
together; there might have been other Avatiras of which we have not
any detailed account. Batthese ten manifestations have enabled the
world to press onward, and to progress in the path of evolution: our
sages say that there are wunmberless Vedas and yet the Rishia
have transmitted to ns only four of them. So it is with the
Avatdras. The Lord God had said wherever there was need for my
intervention “I have been born and will be born.” But the good
accomplished and the misery removed on all such ooccasions have not
been as conspicuous in their beneficent effects as in the ten principal
Avatiras. Before referring to each of these Incarnations Mrs. Besant
very humourously referred to the self-sufficient conceptions of man and
of Divinity by the modern graduate. He thinks heis able to compre-
hend everything by his physical eye, and he langhs at the accounts of
the Avatiras of God as childish babblings because he thinks it grotesque
that God can dwell in a fish or a tortoise. It was a very apt illustra.
tion which the lecturer gave with referenco to the arrogance of the
modern gradnate. He asks why should God take form in fish and
tortoise when there was the beaatifal image of God in man? The
answer wascrushing. ¢ Yon think of yourself a little too much, my
dear friend. To the Supreme Being you are as insignificant as the fish
or the goat. To him both are equally interesting, equally well beloved,
Shakespeare in King Lear describes a man below from the top of the
Dover Cliff. The man looks no higger than the beetle. So areyou to
the God on high. In your ignorance, yon think you are the only object
in which God should delight to dwell. But that is your point of view
and not His. If you rightly estimate your own insignificance, you
will be ableto see who is the cbild and who babbles. Come down
a little and think of yourself as you are and not as you conceive
yourself to be. Look at yonrself as the Lord wouid look upon you.”
Such was the answer given. Half humoronr, half sarcastic, the
words came so sweetly that the rated individual did not perceive where
the sting lay ; and he cheered vociferonsly. What at, we are not able to
see. This bantering naturally led her into the consideration of the
first three Avatiras, which she grouped together, The scientificard edy-
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cated man wanted to know why ina fish should God appear. The
story of the Manan who nourished and cherished the starving Fish,
till it grew bigger and bigger until the sea itself was too small for
its dimensions was told with arichness of langnage of which Mrs. Besant
alone is mistress. It was the first stage in the world’s evolution and
the life of the world was represented in- the Fish. It was from there
the life was to spread out to evolve higher things, to bring into exis-
tence newer forms of animal life. The gruduate blushed and the lectures
neatly put the question, * Is this all babbling ?” T'ien came the ascond
stage in the evolation where the world was beginning to grow oat a little
more. It was now one sheet of water all through. That began to
change. Land was smelt—land was underneath with the outer eoverof
water. God assumed the shape of a torloise. Who is thers who knows
the habits cf the tortoise that can fail to see that in this stage of the
world’s progress, life cantiot be embodied in a better form than in the
Tortoise ? And Vishnu was there, ready to spread out, to infuse life
and to mark the progress thus far achieved. Then comes the beaunti-
fol story of the Variha Avatira. Earth had to be uplifted and water had
to be separated from land. A new creation was to go on. A new life had
to be lived in this world. The Mammalian age, cry the scientific men.
Be it so. In this Mammalian age, in this age of transformation
and separation of land from water, what is the best type of animal
life? 1Is it children’s prattle to say that Vishnu, the life-giver, took
form in a tortoise ! For what purpose ? For pushing on the progress
of the 'world, for bringing into existence a new order of beings: Lord
Sri Krishna said that in the best -of all creatures, birds, fish and
anima's, he delights to show himself forth ; and snrely in this stage
of transition what apter form for the giver of life can be conceived
than that of the divine Vardha: all these three Avatiras were in
the Satya Yuga. Then came the Tretdi Yunga. Beings resembling
men had peopled the globe. The world had assumed shape and form
much in the same way in which we find it now. The human form
had been evolved. Thus far progress was real. But with the
physical growth of form, the world stopped. Darkness and ignorance
reigned supreme. Men themselves were not fally formed. They were
half-beast and half-man, with the instincts all brutal ; and they natar-
ally would not acknowledge any purpose higher than the gratification
of the senses. This cannot be looked on with indifference. The world
had yet various stages to accomplish and Nrisimha, the Man-lion
was horn. Prahlida had been an exception in the race in which
he was born. He alone comprehended the truth aund he wanted his
king to move with him. What aundacity in a child ? Hiranyakesipu
fretted and foamed and invented a thousand devices to destroy the
prophet who said that there was a higher being than himself. What
Hinda is there who has heard without emotion the wonderfnl stead-
fastness and Bakti of the gentle child, who scorned & thousand
terrors, who faced every. danger, all in the fullness of hia faith in God ?
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Prahldda’s tniumphant hour came when the Almighty proved to the
wicked king that He was in everything and everywhere and that He
was always ready to respond to the call of His devoteea. The brutal
king was conquered and Prahlida’s heart was gladdened; and the
world moved astep further. Yet another stage and Bali, the great king
became ruler. He was physically all that man is to-day. Physical
development was completed. He thought a little too much of himself,
of his powers, of his vast dominion and of his resources. That was not
the type of human being that God had set his heart on evolving. The
Sapreme took form and shape as a Dwarfish Brahmin. Here was a
mighty monarch and he was to be tanght that there was something
mightier than physical force. It is a Brahmin that begged for a small
boon. Three feet of ground was all that he cared for. The gift was
made, But the donee was no ordinary Brahmin, He was an an-
cient Brahmin, not A modern Brahmin, and all Brahmins cheered the
sentiment. We only hope that they also underatood the significance of
the reference. But the Brahmin soon became so big that the gift could
not be completed until Bali gave himself up body and soul to the service
of God. The instilling of wisdom into the human brain was began.
That wasthe object of the Vimana Avatira. But the Kshatriya with
knowledge and power soon made himself obnoxious to all. He did not
use his power for the good of the people. He plundered them and
tyrannized over them. Everything was made to subserve his own per-
sonal wants and predilections. God does not love tyrants. He wants
Kings to rnle well and to govern honestly ; and if these duties
are not recognised, there munst be chastisement; so there was
the need for a chastiser. The second Brahmin Avatira came into
existence. Parasurima, the slayer of kings, was born and his mission
was to teach erring monarchs their true dnty. Thus ended the Tretd
Yuga. Then the seventh Avatira ushered into existence the Dvipara
Yuga, the Golden age. The chastisement by Parasurima had its effect.
The chastened, purified Kshatriya spirit was spreadingin the land : and
God came down as Srft Rima. The meeting of the Brahmin Avatiraand
the Kshatriya Avatira was most beautifully depicted. The former exded
his mission and gave up his powers in favour of Rima. How pregnant
with meaning! and how natural the transformation scene! Mrs. Besant
did not dwell upon Rima Avatira at any length, It is impossible to do
jnstice to it in a discussion of numbers of other subjects. 1t is an Ava-
tira which has left its landmark in some places even more deeply than
the Incarnation of Krishna. How wmany homes are made happy, how
many drooping spirits are cheered, how many afflicted hearts are glad-
dened by the recounting of the wonderful story of the Rémiyana! What
in the history of the world can show anything to compare with the
gentle Siti,—loving, obedient, trustful in her lord—though womanly
yet brave and asserting her rights as a wife when they were about to
be ignored, patient under suffering and !iving in the hope of our Lord’s
prowess one day accomplishing her iiberation,—what a picture of g
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wife’s life? Bitd will live ab long as the Sua and Moon lasts.” What &
brother Lakshmane sras! How dutifal, how watchfal, how faithfui!
What country ean preduce such & type of hretberly love? Of Rima,
we will not speak, He is too much for us at present. £o0 is Loed Sii
Krishna. He is to be discussed to-morrow and we wish our young
gradoates will not miss the opportunity of hearing the True
One portrayed by the eloquence of Mrs. Besant. Then came the
Buddha Avatira. He is certainly one of the Hindu pantheon. It is
possible to have produced a Buddba only in India. What renunci-
ation, what a sweetness of disposition and what an abmegation of
nelf the world witneesed in this wonderfal Prince-priest. Bat for whom
were his teachings intended ¥ They were meant for mations who had
~ not the inherited capacity to grasp the Vedic trauths. The Hinda
nation had till then held the field. Others were growing up. These
did not know humility and charity. They had not the accamulated
wisdom of ages to back them up. They had to be trained in the paths
of virtae and of righteonsness. They need not follow the seriptures.
There was no Varndsrama or caste distinction for them. Yet they
ought to be taught eternal traths. They ought to be told that. power
and wealth were given for the benefit of mankind and mot for self-
aggrandisement. They ought to be informed that it was possible to
become one ‘with God by good deeds and by self-less work. This was
preached to them by Lord Buddba. Mrs. Besant inclined to the view
that Lord Buddha was less of an Avatira and more of a preacher. He
was the first perfeot man-God. He had shown the poszibility of man's
attaining to perfection by lis own good work. It may be doubted
whether Buddha was not an Avatira in the sense tha4 Parasurima was.
He had all the attribates of & God in him aond all he did as a God.
Whatever may have been his mission, there was no doubt that he
spoke and acted the God. In the view taken by Mrs. Besant, she na-
torally said that Buddha was followed by oue greater than
himself, namely, by Baghavan Sankardchirya. Sri Senkarichirya
was a teacher, the greatest of the great teachers of this world.
The world’s indebtedness to this mighty intellect is only slowly
being recognised and the day is not far distant when his insight
and grasp of truth will be hailed as the omly tiue conoeption of
God. Mrs. Besant finally allnded to the last Avatira yet to come.
God is preparing the materials and training His lientenants
and abiding His time. When He does come, sin and evil will be
swept off this globe and the evolation of the world will be
completed. The cycle will end and a new and happier existence will
dawn upon mankind. Mrs, Besant closed her third lectore with this
reference. Her health has apparently suffered from the mental
strain she is put to, and we pray that she may be spared long to vivify
Hinduism and to bring knowledge and wisdom to all.

RreT——
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¥ourrH LECTURE.

Glorious was the theme discussed and magnificent the discovrse.
The wonderful deedsand teaching of the Lord found their apt exposition
in the matchless eloquence of the lecturer. From the ontset Sri Krishna
and his devoted expounder held the audience spell-bound. The
Upanishads had said that speech is powerless to portray the Lord and
that mind is not imaginative enough to conceive His wondrons possibi-
lities. Bat if ever speech was capable of delineating to any extent the
majesty of Sri Krishna, it was the uonrivalled eloquence of the gifted
lady that lectured this morning. We confess to & donble incapacity in
dealing with the subject. The Lord Sri Krishna, tbe sabject, defies
description, and Mrs. Besant's elogaenee this morning makes it move
difficult for us to give adequate expression to the thoughts that crowd
upon ns. It was music and not speech that enthralled the aundience.
Her heart was fall and she spoke her heart unreservedly. We
shall therefore try with all humility to give expression as well as we
can t> the ideas that this morning’s performance has generated.

Mabédeva, Mrs. Besaot said, attracts only those that have renounced
this world. Tbhat aspect of godhead is too high for the ordinary mortal
to fathom. A long course of training, an austere practice aad a deter-
mination to give up this world are the necessary preliminaries for be.
coming voteries of Mahesvara. Not so with Sri Krishna. He: is the
God of thechild and of the grown-up man, of the sinner that seeks re-
demption aud of the virtuous housebolder, of women that have fallen:
oft and of angelic wives that are devoted to their husbands, of the Brah-
min and the Kshatriya, and of the SGdra and the Chandala. He is the:
God of all nges, of nll nations, of all peoples, of all races. * In what-
ever form yoa may invoke the God, you are really calling upon me.” So
spake the Lord. To approach him no previous austare practices are
necessary. To obtain his intervention no special form of prayer is need-
ed. He is the God of the wretched and of the poor and brings consola-
tion and ‘good-will to all. He is, in the words of the gifted lady, the
God oflove, of laughter, of joy and of mirth. Wherever He i» wor-
shipped, there sorrow cannot be ; wherever He is invoked, there danger
dare not lurk ; wherever He is sought after, there evil shall not exist ;
He brings joy and comfort to all that appeal to him. These were the
characteristics of the God that endeared him to every one and appealed
to every heart.

Mus. Besant said that there were two aspects of the Avatara which
should be kept in mind. The historic fact of birth and of deeds doue,
and the spiritual aspect. of the purpose and meaning of the deeds and of
the sayings. It is not a fable that we are dealing with, nor are the
facts comprehensible purely from the historic point of view. The full
meaning can be grasped only by those that keep in mind both the his-
tory of the Avatira and the deeper purpose which the incarnation was
intended to accomplish. With these preliminary remarks, she proceeds
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ed to sketch out the heads under which she proposed to treat Ler sub-
ject. She divided the life of the Lord into seven acts and she elaborat-
ed each of these parts by illustrations from the Lord’s life. Each
man’s life is a drama : so says the greatest poet of England. But every
one dces not play his part as well as it ought to be. It is this failure
to act the part well that causes heart-barning and misery. The Lord
God also played the varions parts which He had come down to act.
Would the world learn a lesson froin the Greatest Actor of all ? Would
he or she take to heart the lessons which each part was intended to
convey by the dramatist ? That was IHis mission. He acted for the
education of mankind, for the well-being of the human race, and His
aim was that it should not be lost upon the world.

Tue CHiLD.

Thefirst part was that of the winsome child of Gokula and of Brin-
divana. What a child ? Suka Brahman in the Bhigavata lingers most
upon this aspect of the Lord’s work. The fascination that the child exer-
cised over all that came under his inflaence was enormous. Husbands
did not think of their wives, nor wives of their husbands. Pareuts forgot
their own children and children did not look up to them. Even cows
neglected their calves and the latter were not drawn towards the
former. There was one Being towards whom all eyes turned and
to whom all hearts opened. Man and beast forgot their vocations
in the presence of the Lord. His spell was snpreme. His sway
wag indisputable. This wondrous child would not have anythiug to
stand between him and those that loved him. He wanted the whole
heart and he wonld brook no rival in their affections towards him.
In regard to this phase of his life what blasphemies huve been
uttered ? This child aifached to himself all that came aonder his
power—man, woman and beast. This magnetism of the Lord
has been twisted and distorted into meaning sexual immorality.
Mrs. Besant said to such insolent revilers: ‘‘ Be a little more cleanly
in your heart and yon would understand aright the love of the Lord.”
His love was not the love of the physical man; Hislove was ethereal
spiritual. He loved His children; His beart yearned towards them.
His children—Gopis and grown up men,—were drawn to bim, heart-
whole. Mrs. Besant here referred to two of the incidents in the Lerd’s
Jife which blasphemy takes hold of, to insult and annoy the devotees of
the Lord. What was the period in life of the Lord when these occur-
rences were related ? He was between six and seven years of age and
the accnsation is that he had immoral intimacy with the Gopfs at this
age. With finesatire she asked whether these traducers have ever read
the history that they are criticising. It is distorted imagination that
is responsible for all these calumuies. T'he esoteric meaning of the
Gop's being deprived of their cloths and of the Risekridd was told in
Janguage of sublimity and of dignity. Eloquence could not have been
finer or nobler than that with which Mrs. Besant depicted the Boy God.
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She lingeved long upon the subject and she seemed unwilling to leave
this Child and to take Him on to His next stage.

TaE DesTROYER OF EviL.

The next part that the Lord played was that of the eradicator of
evil. That was the more immediate purpose of his Avatira, Many are
the wonderful feats performed by him. An army of sinners had to be
removed from'their sphere of evil influence. PQthané, Bakdsura, Kamsa,
Sisupila had been the centres of wickedness and of evil. Each in his
tarn had to be removed from the earth, so that the evolutions of the
world might not be retarded in its progress.

THE STATESMAN.

His third part delineated was that of the statesman and of the
politician. How wise, how tactful, bow farseeing were these kindly
acts! As connsellor, as ambassador, and as peacemaker, the part was
played wonderfully well. The main object in view was the establish-
ment of law and of order and the replanting of good and of bonesty.
With that steadily in view, the role of the statesman was most excellent-
ly played.

THE FRIEXRD.

The privilege which the Pindavas enjoyed in this respect has
been the theme of many a narrative. The cordiality and good-will,
the unswerving steadiness and the disinterested friendship which they
were privileged to enjoy are the incidents in the Lord’s life which
many devotees delight to dwell upon. The fortunate Arjuna had the
greatest sbare of this privilege. To him God was everything. Arjuna
lived in the Lord and the Lord delighted in his companionship. How
many Hindu females with tears of joy in their eyes recount almost
every day the episode of the saving of Dranpadi from disgrace ? Sri
Krishna is the idol of the Hindu home, the loving theme of Hindu dis-
course, becanse of his steadfast friendship to the Pindavas and becanse
of His unfailing intercession in times of distress and of difficulty.

TuE GITACHARYA.

It is impossible to write adequately of the Lord’s character as tea-
cher. He came to feach the world and he poured his precepts into the
ear of His beloved disciple. Arjuna was the immediate cause of this
priceless boon, which the world from one end to the other must sooner
or later acknowledge as the noblest pronouncement upon the duties of
Jife. The occasion for its exposition was unique. Tt was necessary to
tcll & brave wman, when straggling against those nearest and dearest to
him, that he was but the instrument of a higher power and that he was
peither the slayer ror will he be slain. Duty for daty’s sake should be
done; and the fruits of this duty the dver has no reason to calculate
upon. The Baghavad Gitd is a possession of which the Hindu nation
is proud and the exponent of its sacred precepts will, as years pass,
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be recognised as the true A'cbirya of all menkiad, irvespective of casle

or creed.
Tue SEAkcuEk OF THE Hearts oF Mex.

Mrs. Besant next dwelt upon the Lord’s life as exemplified in his
endeavour to parify and ennoble the persous whom He loved. He
placed temptations in the way to see how far the soul was prepared
to embrace Him, He tested friends to see how far their devotion to
him was real. It is foolish to say that God himself placed temptations
in the way to mislead. How can that be ? What is there that is not done
by him? Everything that moves obeys his commaud. But the tempta-
tions were intended to test the inward strength of the soul. It was the
surgeon’s knife and not the wurderer’s that was employed. To weed
out the evil was the only object ; and the learned lecturer illustrated
this view by referring to a few incidents in the career of the Lord.

AS THE SUPREME LORD.

In the Visvaripa, Srt Krishna bad shown that he was above form
and shape. By the'destrnction of an effete Ksbatriya race He waunted
to pave the. way for other nations and other peoples’ partaking of the
teachings of the Lord. India needs contact with others to prepare her
for higher things. It was fortanate that her real conquerors were the
English. English language is t¢poken eveiywhere and by every
oue. That language alono can give to the world the priceless treasures
existing within her. The world will become pnrer and nobler by this
contact, and India higher by it. It was on purpose that the Lord Sri
Krishna had broken down the Kshatiiya power in India. But Indians
must make it possible for the Lord to have his next Avalirain this
country which he loves so well. India hasbecome degenerated. Indi-
ans have not understood the nobility and the greatness of the teachings
of their God. Mrs. Besant implored them to be proad of sauch price-
less posressions, to be worthy of the past, and to so conduct themse!ves
that tho Great God may still delight to be born here in their midst.

It was u splendid performance and the opinion was universal that
never before had she ‘spoken with such effect aud so eloguently. Prob-
ably it was the theme that enabled her to soar so high. Bnt the pu-
rity of her beart and Ler unabated devotion to the land of her adopt:ion
supplied the stimulus which prompted her so speak so eawnestly,
so enthusiastically and with such effect. We sineerely echo the words
of the President-Founder, that the blessing of the Lord Sri Krishna
and of the Rishis of this hoary Jand may accompany her wherever she
goes, and may enable her to work out the mission she has set her heart
upon fulfilling, successfully and well.

Nole.~—As soon as the reporters can supply the copy and Mrs. Besant
can find time and strength to revise the MSS., the work will be issued
in the ausaal form and at the usnal price, Re. 1.—Fd. Theosophist.

O——— aans
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PERMANENT FUND.

RECEIPTS. Amount. EXPENBSES. l Amount.
!
j Rs. |A.P. I Rs. |A.|P.
Balance on 25th Decembor} . Traneferred to the Head. ‘
1898 25,118) 6/ 7] qnarters Fand .1 500/ 0, O
Intevest on P. 0. Savings !
Bank a/c for 1898-99 0 30
Recoxered the Loan given tol ‘
Theosophist Office .| 500[ 0| O !
| o0
- Ralance.., 125,113 8 7
Total Rs...|25,613] 8| 7] Total Re.... ‘25,6]8' ®
ANNIVERSARY FUND.
RECEIPTS. l Awmonnt. EXPENSES, I Amount
e o o |
- —_— :
i Rs. [A.P. | Re, (A.IP.
Balance on 25th Dec. 1898.. 51| 0| 1] Feeding poor guests at last,
) Convention ! 1114/
DONATIONS :— . Paid extra servants do ! 35! of 0
[ Balanee paid to pandal l
Malegaon Branch T.S. ... 5/ 0 o econtractor 21 3l 4
Karur Branch T.S. 5| 0| Of Feeding at the caste kltcl-en' 382 2 9
Adyar Lodge T. 8. 20| 0| of Victoria Public Hall for 1899.' 19/ 0| 0
Nandyal Branch T. 8. ... &{ 0| of S8undries, such aa telegumsl
Cuddapah do 6| Of O] sheets, earthen pots, and
Mr. Kannan Nambiar ..i 25( 0| of other articles 38| 3/ 6
» Jagannatha Raju 2| Of of Advance to pandal contra -
»w B. Krishnasami Iyer l 110 of tor 85 ol 0
» 8. Venkatasubbiah .. | 1| 8.0 Advauce to caste kitehen .., 50 of 0
s Hsaoumantha Chari ... 2| 0f of Loans returned . 12501 O
»» Panchapagesa Sastri 11 0 O
» C. Ramiah 1/ 0| O
» T. R. Lakshmana lelm 2] 0 0
s J. Nagabushanam 1] Of O
s A. K. Beetarama Sastri. 2| 0 O
» Sanjiviah . 2/ 0 o
Kharubde, Amraoti 25| 0| O
Nellore Branch T. 8. 5/ 0] O
Mr. A. Venkatakanniah 6/ 0] O
s Venkatanarasiah 1] 0| O
» T. Vasudeva Row . 2| 0| O
s V. Budarsana Moodaliar. 3| 0} o
,» G. Sankara Row . 1| 0| O
» W. Vencata Row 5 0] O
Madanapalle Branch T. 8. ... 171 0] O
Mr. J. Srinivasa Row 10| O] O
» A. Nanjundappa 16| 0| O
» R. Seshiash 2| 0} O
Oarried over...| 222 8 1 Ouzried over...( 697| 7| 7
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ANNIVERSARY FUND—(Continued).

RECEIPTS. Amount. EXPENSES. Amonnt.
AL o
Rs. AP i Rs, A.IP.
Brought forward... 222! 81 Brought fO'W'l“‘---I‘ 697 7 7
| .
Mr. 8. Narasoji . 104 |
An F. T. S, throngh the| | | '
President T, 8. 10| 0 0 , |
Mr. T. N. Ramachendra I3er 15 0 0 . i
Salem Branch T, S. 10/ 0| o
A friend, through the Presi. | i
dent T. 8. . 10. g/ o . ,
Mr. V. K. Desikachariar 7 of o | |
» B. Nageswara Iyer 2 o o X
Baogalore Branch T, S 10; o of !
Mr. A. Ramasawmi Sastri .. 6| 0I 0 i
» M. V. Vasudeva Iyer ... 5| ol O i
w A. Saptharishi Iyer 2 ol o |
Justice 8. S8nbramania Iyer...| 100/ o/ O i
Mr. T. V. Gopalaswami Iyer 15| of O !
» T. 8. Sivarama Iyer 5 o |
» V. 8andararamiah 5 o X l
s V. Venkataseshiah 10, 0| | !
Coimbatore Branch T. 8. 10| o ! ‘
Bellary Branch T. 8, 9 4 |
Madras do 5 o 0 | |
Gudivada  do 3| o) I
Bezwada do 2 ol O | C
Mr. K, Brinivasa Iyer .. 2 ol o i | l
»s N. Pichai Pillai 10 OI o | : l
s M. S8nbramanier 2 ol O . ]
Chittoor Branch T.8. .1 10/ | ¢ | -
Tiruvellar Branch T. 8. ..., 15/ 0 | (I
Mr. P. Kesava Pillai I Bl 0l ¢ | (I
» d. P. Bhaskeraraya . 3 ol ¢ i by
w A. Nanjundappa ..l 10 o o ! P
Palghat Branch . 5 of O [ I
Madanapalle Branch 8 of O | !
Amount received for shed . 24 4l 9 , A
Coffee Contractor 3 ol o | | .
Temporary loan taken from | i
other Funds 185| ol o l ! .
' |
|
|
l
| !
!
!
|
‘ 697 71 7
- |
Balance... 18,9, 8
“Fotal Ba.... 716| o1 Jotal Rs...., 716| 0,10
= o p— P -
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HEDAQUARTERS FUND.
1889.

RECEIPTS.

Amount.

EXPENSES.

Balance on 23th December
1898
DoxaTioNs : —

Mrs. Ida B.Patch,Pittsbargh

Mr, P. Nanjunda Naidu,
Hassan
»» Davitt D. Chidester,
America
» A. F. Knudsen, Hono-
lulu £30 '
s» N. Bamaswami den,!
Kotar
»» Anantaram Shosh, 0:1-
catta

A. Bohwarz, Colombo..

» Anantrai Nathji Mohta,‘

Bhaunagar
» Ivan Agueli
. E"
Ms. C. S8ambiah
Entrance Fees and annual
dues of unattached for-
eign members .
Travelling expense a/c .
Recovery of loans to other
funds .
Intereat on mortgages
8ale of garden produce
Sundries
Loans raised
25 °/, Dues :—
European 8ection T. 8.
American do do
New Zealand Section
Australian do
Scandinavian do
Dutch Bection
Indian Section .
Buenos Aires
For cost of Bas-reliefs

Total Rs....

310|

10
19|

116]1
131

N

=]

o §

vc

oSt

O ©Q ¢

-~

[+ -]

'ood expense for guests ...
Postage and Telegrams

rinting and Stationery ... '

Repairs and constraction
velling expense
table expenses .
undnen
Establishment Charges
I‘l retarned

S

18,285

Balance...

Total Rs...

13
11

6

(=X X~

ol e
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LIBRARY FUND.

. 188,
RECEIPTS. ‘ Amount. EXPENSES. I Awmount.
! | i
| Re. [A/P. " Rs. ia P.
: t H
Balance on 25th Devember Rstablishment éborgel 1, 8
1898 . 500{10| 6§ Purchase of books .o1se12 o
DoNATIONS :— Binding chargee .o e
Mr. Janardhan Sakhdram Subsaription to Periodicals,. o 2 40
Gadgil . 100] Of O Freight and Postage o 5 36
» T M. Sundaram Pillai 30| Of O Furnitare ol 1 0
An F.T. B. of Burma {N. G. Sandries’ 3 25 8
c.) .| 600 gl‘ Loans returned - . "0l O
Mr. C. Sambiah ...l 19 O] Loan_given . 2501 0 O
Dr. F. W. Harrison e 30| of O ° ' . i
Mr. Maneklal Jelabhai ... 3/ 0| U ! '
D. B. R. Sooria Rao Naidu... 20! 0] O -
Mr. A. Venkat&kanniah 2/ 0| O ! II
» V. K. Desikachariar ... 30/ O :
» P. Kesava Pillai .. 20| O O |
Babu Norendro Nath Sen, !
Caleutta 200 0| O | l
Sale of books from leruy 28/12| O
Loan taken from other ' '
Funds 355 o]
Interest from P. O. Snvmgs i
Bank 0 8 O
l S I
iR K, li 8
Balance... 15110
. )
Rpr=p
Totat Re....| 2 N6
Total Rs....| 2,0201 1! ) l
T, SUBBA RAO MEDAL FUND.
RECEIPT. Amount. EXPENSES. Amoant.
Rs. |A|P, Nil. Rs. |A.P.
Balanée on 23th December
1898 ...| 1,225| 8| 7
Intercet from Post Office
Savings Bank for 1898.99. 20141 3
Total Ra.... 1,246| 6{1
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WHITE LOTUS DAY FUND.
RECEIPTS. Amount. EXPENSES. ] Amount.
Ra. AP, \ Rs. |A.[P.
Ralance on 35th Dec. 1898.f 148 | 9] 3White Lotus day expense ..., 26 |2/ 8
Donations :— Medal to Mr. Govinda Pillai
for making H. P, B.'a sta-
Mr. V. C. S8eshachariar 35 | 0 tue ... . 6,00
» B. Banga Reddy - 710 ———n |
Students’ Cent.rum, Amlter- 32|12 8
dam .| 104 |9 Balance..., 253 | 0| O
Total Ps....| 28532 'romn.....! 285 | 2| 8
PANCHAMA EDUCATION FUND.
RECEIPTS. ‘ Amount. EXPENSES. l Amonnt,
Re. A.tP. Ra. |AJP.
The Olcott Pension Fund, in- Purchase of Kodambakam|
cluding advance made tol Property .| 1,219/ 0{ 0
Libeary Faud and O. F. B.! 3,077(11| 2 Cost of repairing the same...| 475 O} 0
The Blavatsky Memorial i+ | Salaries ... 884 2| 2
Fund inoluding advance ’ Books purclmsed 700 71 0
made to Library Fund 3,235/ 0; Y Cooking class O, F School 28| 6| 6
Individual minor sabeorip- Rens of the School ground do 721 0} 0
tions for H.P.B. & O. Sundries... 202 718
8chooln in 1895-99 32814 UJAdvnnce to Teacher 2000 0
Gift of £150.by an Enghsh Amount lent to Library Fund 1,2001'0 0
Theosophist, cashed by the —
Madras Bank ... 2,241| 3(1))
Gift by an European F. T. 8. 2,000 Of O
Mr. T. Sadasiva Iyer (Rs. 30
paid and included in the| .
individual minor subns.) 20| 0| O
Mrs, J. H. Domingos, Sncra- .
mento 7 8 O
Mr. J. M. Bows, Mnngalore 201 0 O
»» Btcherbatéhoff, Colom-
bo ... 30/ 0 O .
» W.A. E.- pnd Della E. E. 10| 0] O !
» J¢ Lo Page, 8akkur 10| 0 G B l ol
» Alexander Fullerton, New b
York 14{13| O .t I
» B. Booria Row, Vi mlgapa- |
tam . 10{ o' O
. Aunttnm (xllolll (ml l
cutta 39| 8 O
» A. Govinda Charln, My.
sore 20{ 0| O
Interest on mortgago to end
of Nov. 1800 ... 437| g o
Government grant on O. F.
Sokool, 1898 .. 185| 0| O 4231 7| 4
Advance recoversd 20| 0] 0 Balance...| 747511 4
Total Rs...| 11,707 2‘i § Total Be.. 11707 3 8
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To
The President of the Theosophical Sociely.

DeAr B1r AND BRoTHER,

In accordance with rule 29 of the rules as revised in GGeneral.Council at the
Society for the year from 25th December 1898 to 25th December 1899 and found
former by letters from the parties who remitted the money, and the latter by
Col. Olcott. We suggest for the favorable counsideration of the President that a
work done or in ready cash, be kept for each Fund so that we may at a glance be

Account current of the Theosvphical Society for the period from

Subba Row Medsl . X
Fund 1,246 6 10! Do Il

Blavatsky Memorial - 4 )
Fund oen !

Olcott Pension do el
White Lotus  do 23 0 0

Receirts.
Particulars of Receipts. I
By Cash. |By transfer.| Total. |Grand Total
BS. A.I P RS. [AJP] B8 AJP| me. lA.' P.
Bualance of l ' .
Permanent Fund I 23,113] 5{ 7 i
Anniversary © do 51 O 1 ,
Library do ! L] 590[10{ 6 ;
Headquarters do ! ] 707 0| 3' l
Subba Row Medal do vt Pl 1.225) 8 7! ! '
Blavatsky Memorial do ol . ! 2,601)12{ 5 i
Olcott Pension do H 2,621 7| 6 |
White Lotus do ’ 148| 9! 3| -
‘ {38,049; 6 2
: 1 ] %
Permanent Fund 500, 3 T O 500 3 ;
Anniversary do | 6150 91 500 0 665 O |
Library do | Lom 7 of o o 1,429 7| 0| i
Headquarters do .| 9,308 3 9 2, o ol 11,578( 3| 9' !
Subba Row Medal do o | 20114/ 3 - 20(14{ 3 !
Blavatsky Memorial do’ I 53| 3/ 8| . 53| 8| 8}
Olcott Pension do , 5338 ’ 5338 |
White Lotus do 136! 9] 5 - 186| 9| 5|
| ’ '
i - —|- —|—|14,43613 6
* Total...|11,767]13| 6/ 2,669 0| 0| 14,436/13] .6/ [
| 1
Detail of Balances ou different : i
Fuunds-- ‘ i
RS8. Ae P i '
Permanent, Fund 25,113 8 7 | l
Anviversary do 18 9 3 |- l
Library do 2281510 A
Headquarters do 1,320 0 & ' l ! Py
|

1
!
Total Rs... 28,187 8 11 ' 47,490[ 3
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Convention of December 1897, we have carefully examined the accounts of the
them correct. The several items of receipts and expenditure are smupported, the
vouchers from the parties who received the payments and by accounts signed by
separate account showing the loans and advances given and recovered either by
able to see the loans and advances that are outstanding at the end of the year.

25th December 1898 to 25th December 1899.

26th December 1899,

QUTLAYS.
Particulars of Outlays. -
. By Cash. |By transfer.| Total. |Grand Total.
—— , :
RS. |A.P.] RS. |AJP, B8. |A.P| B8 [A.lP.
I
Permaneut Fund ‘ 5001 0y 0, 500 q 0
Anniversary do 6‘7); ';'l 7 10;;)8 g Oi 697| 7| 7] .
Library do [ 7 8 0 1,798| 1| g
Headquarters do .. 10,761 3’I 7| 193] 0| 0/ 10,956 3| 7
Subba Row Medal do (ST [TTIU0 RNVYRR PN JO SR OO S
Blavatsky Memorial do 2745 0 1| ... |.|.. 2,748/ 01
Olcott Pension do 2,574 u{ 2 ] 2,57411| 2
White Lotus do 32 2| 8 . l 32| 2| 8
|
—{—{19,29810! 9
Total... 17,53310| 9| 1,715/ Of 0119,29310 29810 8
Balance of e !
Awmount lent to Babu Srimantrai l | '
and Krishna Row at 10{ per .
cent. on mortgage of Lands in i i
the North-West Provinces ... 1 |20,20(ﬂ 0 Of
Awmount lent to Mr. O. Cunda- :
swamy Mudaliar, his brother: ' i
and his minor sons, on mortgage | i
of Building at 10} per cent. ... - 5,000] O O
Deposit in Madras Bank as pe i ! : ‘
Bank Pass Book ... v | RIS 1,186( 1) 3|
I
Post Office Saving's Bank Deposits i
Rs. A P '
Permanent Fuond 100 9 !
Anniversary do 3 2 0] |
Headquartors do 108 5 0 | !
. Library do’ 8 7 9 ! '
Subba Row Medal do 1,246 3 O 1,372} 2| 6
Cush in London on Wachtmeister : i
Bank (Limited) in the name of . ! ! .
H. 8. Olcott e ! | 129| 6, O
Cash in the safe | 499]15 2| 28,187 Slll
Total Ru....i l ‘_ arasd 3 8
|
C. SAMBIAH. .

8, V. RANGASWAMI AIYANGAR,
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RULES OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.
As Revised in General Council, July 9, 1896.

COXSTITUTION.

1. Thetitle of this Society, which was formed at New Yerk,
United States of America, on the 17th of November, 1875, is the
“ Theosophical Society.”

2. The objects of the Theosophical Society;are :

I. To form a nueleus of the Universal Bratherhoed of Humanity,
without distinction of race, creed, sex, oaste or colour.

II. To encoursge the study of comparative religion, philosophy
and science.

IIl. Toinvestigate unexplained laws of Nature and the powers
latent in man.

3. The Theosvphical Society has no concern with politics, caste
rales, and social observances. It is unsectarian, and demands no assent
to any formula of belief as a qualification of membership.

Membership.

4. Every application for membership must be made on an
authorized form, and must be endorsed by two members of the Society
and signed by the applicant ; but no persous under age shall be ad-
mitted without the consent of their guardians.

5. Admission to membership may be obtained throngh the Presi-
dent of & Branch, the General Secretary of a Section, or the Recording
Secretary ; and a certificate of membership shall be issued to.the member,
bearing the signatare of the President-Foander and the seal of the
Society, and countersigned by either the General Secretary of the Section
or the Recording Secretary of the T. 8., according as the applicant resides
within a seotionalized or non-sectionalized territory.

Officers.

‘6. The Society shall have a President, a Vice-President, a Record-
ing Becretary, and a Treasurer. '

7. The President.Founder, Colonel H. B. Olcott, holds the office
of President of the Theosophical Society for life, and has the right of
nominating his successor, subject to the ratification of the Society.

8. The term of the Presidency is seven years (subject to the
exception named in Rule 7).

9. ' The President shall nominate the Vice-President, subject to
election by the Society. The Vice-President’s term of office shall expire
upon the election of a new President.

0. The appointments to the offices of the Recording Secretary and
the Treasurer shall be vested in the President.
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11, The President shall be the custodian of all the archives and
records of the Saciety, and shall be one of the Trustees and
administrators for property of all kinds, of which the Society asa whole
is possessed.

12. The President shall have the power to make provisional
appointments to fill all vacancies that oceur in the offices of the Society, -
and shall have discretionary powers in all matters not speclﬁcally
provided for in these Rules.

13. On the death or resignation of the President, the Vice-Presi-
dent shall perform the presidential duties until & successor takes office,
Orgasnization.

14. Any seven members may apply to be chartered as a Branch
the application to be forwarded to the President through the Seoretary
of the neareat Section.

13, The President shall have authority to grent or refuse nppli-
cations for charters, which, if issned, must bear his signature and the
seal of the Society, and be recorded at the Headquarters of the Soeiety.

16. A Section may be formed by the Presidemt of the - Socicty,
upon the application of seven or more chartered Branches.

17. Al Charters of Sections or Branches, and all certificates of
membership, derive their suthority from the President, and may be
cancelled by the same authority.

18. Each Branch and Section shall have tbe pom of nahng its
own Rales, provided they do not conflict with the general |rules of the
Society, and the Rules shall become valid unless their oonﬁrmatlon be
refused by the President.

19. Every Section must appoint aGeneral Secretary, who sball
be the channel of communication between the President and the
Section,

20. The General Secretary of each Section shall forward to the
President, annually, not later than the 1st day of November, a report of
the work of his Section up to that date, and at any time farnish any
further information the President may desire.

' . Administration.

21, The general control and administration of the Soociety is
vested in a General Council, consisting of the President, Vice-President
and the General Secretaries.

22. No person can hold two offices in the General Council.

Election of President.

23. Six months before the expiration of a President’s term of office
his successor shall be nominated by the Genmeral Council, and the
nomination shall be sent out by the Vice-President to the General
Secretaries and Recording Secretary. Each General Secretary shall
take the votes of his Section according to jts rules, and the Recording
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Secretary shall take those of the remaining members of the Society. A
majority of two-thirds of the recorded votes shall be necessary for elec-
tioun,

Headquarters.

24. The Headquarters of the Society are established at Adyar,
Madras, India.

25. The Headquarters and all other property of the Society,
including the Adyar Library, the permanent and other Funds, are vested
in the Trustees, for the time being, of the Theosophical Society appointed
or acting under a Deed of Trust, dated the 14th day of December, 1892,
and recorded in the Chingleput District Office, Madras, India.

Finance.

26. The fees payable to the General Treasury by Branches not
comprised within the limits of any Section are as follows: For Charter,
£1; for each Certificate of Membership, 5 . ; for the Annual Subscription
of each member, 5s. or equivalents. ' :

27. Unattached Members not belonging to any Section or Branch
rhall pay the usnal 5s. Entrance Fee* and an Annual Subseription of
£1 to the General Treasury.

28. Each Section shall pay into the General Treasury one-foarth
of the total amount received by it from -annaal dues and entrance fees.

29. The Treasurer's accounts shall be yearly certified as correct
by qualified auditors appointed by the. President.

T , Meetings. '

30. The Annual General meeting of the Society shall be held at
Adyar and Benares alternately, in the month of Decomber.*

31. The President shall also }mve the power to convene special
meetings at discretion.

. 32. . The rales of the Society remain in force until amended by
the General Conncil. .

True Copy. , Official.

"H. 8.0 . T. S.
C. W. LEADBEATER, : teorr, P. T. §

Secretary to the Meeting of Council.

L4 Subject to ratification by the Qeneral.Council,
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