






























































































































































































































































CHAPTER XI 

The Religious and Legal Aspects of Palmistry 

588. ls there any scripture to sttpport Palmistry?-• He 
sealeth up the hand of every man; that all men may know his 
work.' (Job, Chapter 37, ·1•er8e 7.) "Length of days :1re in her 
right hand, riches and honours are in her left." ( Prorerbs, 
Chapte1· 3, ve1·se 16.) 

589. Does Palmistry leach Fatalism ?-At first, to many it 
may appear so, but on reasoning the m:1tter out it will be 
seen to be just the reverse. Palmistry does not positively 
state that a certain thing must happen, but points out what 
the tendencies are, and what will probably occur if events 
and circumstances are left to themselves. Man is a fre& agent, 
and is endowed with a free will, not always subject to fatal­
ism, therefore he can overrule and guide the circumstances 
and events of his life to a great extent, although be cannot alter 
all the circumstances connected with his dealings with others. 

590. How does the law stand in relat-ion to Palmistry ?-It 
is thus enacted by Statute 9. Geo. IT. Chapter 5. • That no 
prosecution shall for the future be carried on against :1ny 
person for witchcraft, sorcery, enchantment, or conjuration, or 
for charging another with any such offence; but by the same 
Statute persons 1)retending to use witchcraft, or tell fortun,es, 
or discover stolen goods by skill in any occult or crafty 
science, are plinishable by imprisonment." And by Statute 
5. Geo. IV. Chapter 83. "Persons using any subtle crafty 
means or divining by Palmistry or otherwise, to deceive His 
Majest.y's subjects are to be deemed rogues and vag:1bonds and 
to be punished with imprisonment and hard labour." 'l'his 
law applies to Phrenology and all occult sciences. 
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CHAPTER XII 

Concluding Questions 

591. ls it wise to read one hand only ?-No, for both hands 
are not marked the same, but in reading the hands it should 
be a rule to look in the right hand for confirmation of what 
is predicted in the left. The left hand indicates what is 
probable, but if the right hand does not confirm it, it. may 
be presumed that what the left hand predicts, the will of 
the individual is able to ward off if used for that encl; for 
instance, if the Heart line ends in t.he left hand under the 
mount of Saturn and has no branches, it indicates a short 
life; but if it is longer and more promising in the right hand, 
then the clanger of an early death may be avoided by care 
on t.he part of the Jmbject. It is safost to take bad signs as 
warnings, strive to overcome them and by the influence of 
your own will you will often frustrate much ·evil. The Left 
hand indicates what is marked out for us by circumstances, 
the different influences of other persons, astral fluid, etc.; 
whilst the Right hand shows the intiuence of our own will 
and action upon our circumstances, surroundings, etc .. the one 
being passive whilst the other is active. 

592. How can p1'0per Judgment bf given when a pei·Bon 
possesses only one ha11d ?-The signs re)iP.d upon by Palmists, 
like those of all other branches of character reading, deal 
with nature in a normal, not in an abnormal condition: but 
when abnormal conditions are present, nature always finds 
some me:ms of manifesting her powers, as in the case of a 
1ierson who has lost one eye, the other becomes unusually 
strong, and the man who possesses only one leg has double 
the usual amount of strength in it; and when the nervous 
fluid has only one hand in which to register the workings of 
the mind and the experience of the individual it is only 
natural that the one hand becomes douLly expressive: certainly 
it requires more tact, skill and study on the part of the 
Palmist., but it has been successfully done many times, and is 
in itself very interesting. The experience of the writer goes 
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124 CATECHISM OF PALM[STRY 

to prove that in such cases the Fate line becomes more than 
usually expressive, and that events which are present or close 
at hand are shown by bright redness of the lines, those to 
come are marked by deep but pale lines; whilst the lines 
indicating past events are pale and much more indistinct: thus 
the past, present and future are shown in the one hand. 

This method of reading the palm of a one-handed person 
holds good, whether the individual was born with only one 
hand, had lost the hand some years previous to the reading, 
or possessed the other hand in a paralysed condition (for a 
paralysed band cannot indicate the workings of the mind 
inasmuch as the electricity, which is the connecting link 
bas been cut off by the paralysis); but it does not bold good 
in the case of a person who has recently lost a band. 

593. What kind of a hand is a murderer likely to lwve ?-A 
very red hand, or of a livid colour: if red, the murder would 
arise from a fit of fury; if livid, then the murder would most 
likely be premeditated as it would arise from an intensely 
evil and cruel mind. The first phalange of the finger of 
Mercury heavily lined, Head line deep, with a circle on it, 
but twisted and probably joined to the Heart line but separ­
ated from the Life line, and the Life line thick and spotted 
red at its commencement. When all these signs are present 
it is a sure indication of a murderous nature. 

594. Whnt is the appearance of the hands of a sen~ual or 
voluptuous pe1'son ?-The fingers are smooth and pointed, ihe 
third phalanges fatty and having the appearance of being 
swollen, the hand white and the palm strong. This subject 
will have a very sensitive yet artistic nature, will be endowed 
with a great amount of sex magnetism, especially if Venus is 
largely developed, ancl consequently will be capable of exert­
ing a dangerous influence over the opposite sex, but will 
desire no exertion except that which will assist him to gra­
tify his selfish and sensual desires; although he could not 
take pleasure in any but refined and artistic society. 

595. What are. the signs of a natural thief?-A twisted 
Head line, its colour very red, the joints well developed, a 
grille on Mercury's mount, small lines running from the third 
pbalange of Mercury's finger to its mount, a deep line like 
a scar on the mount itself and the whole hancl dry and thin. 

596. What a.re the signs of a. deceitful nature ?-A high 
mount of Moon, Head line drooping low on the mount of 
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Moon with red points on the line. A short thumb, and the 
inside of the fingers having a sunken or shrivelled-up appear­
ance; these signs are made all the more sure when the Head 
line is separated from the Life line, but the space between 
being filled up with small lines. 

597. Are there any special indications of a quarrelsome 
person?-When the Head line leans towards Mercury"s mount 
and Mercury's mount is flat but covered with lines, when the 
mounts of Mars and Moon are full, and the joints well devel­
oped you find all the qualifications for a quarrelsome woman; 
more especially so, if the finger nails are short and wide. 
If the first phalange of the thumb is long there will be power 
to control the hasty nature, but the tendencies are there 
nevertheless. In a man, the Elementary type of hand 
with a large development of Mars and a large heavy palm 
shows quarrelsomeness. 

598. What sign shows prudence to avert any threate11ed 
evil .?-The second joint of thumb, also the mount and finger 
of Saturn well developed, Square fingers and the upper angle 
clearly defined. 

599. Are there any special signs indicating a tendency for 
madness?- Yes, a tendency for hereditary madness is shown 
by a very long and sloping Head line, a star on the mount 
of Saturn and a poor Health line. The Head line split through 
its entire length and ending on the mount of Moon with a 
star, also indicates danger of mental aberration. When a 
line from the Head line reaches to Jupiter's mount, and the 
Fate line turns and loses itself in that line, it shows clanger 
of madness through exaggerated pride and self-love. 

600. What are the signs of an affected person ?-An affected 
person has long and slender fingers, with the first joints of 
philosophy well developed and Jupiter's mount large; these 
persons are also mean, cowardly, and deceitful unless the thumb 
is strong and the Head line clear. 

601. What mounts fully de-veloped would lead to suicide?­
Saturn excessively developed, also the mount of Moon large. 
The former would show general depression of spirits and oc­
casional mania, and the latter would show love of solitude, 
restlessness, brain sickness, and madness; the mount of Apollo 
being small, would render the person careless of this present 
existence and hence suicidal tendencies. 

602. Why do some writers on Palmistry call different parts 
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of the hand male and female, and North and South ?-Thay 
compare the upper portion of the hand to the m1Lle, and call 
it the Northern part; because the men of the Northern coun­
tries are more aggressive and active than those of the South, 
and likewise those whose upper part of the hand is most 
developed are more practical and hard working than those 
whose hands are most developed in the lower or female part. 
We find also that the people of the South are more indolent 
and seekers of pleasure than those of the Northern climes, 
they are also very imaginative, and possess the various gentler 
attributes which characterise the positive from the negative 
in nature; and when the base or Southern portion of the 
hand is most developed we find ·the subject to be easy going, 
pleasure loving, and voluptuous. 

603. What is the mP-aning of white spots on tlte finger 
,wits ?-In the. "Palmist" for February 1894 (page 14) was 
a very interesting explanation which l venture to reproduce 
here. "A friend, a foe, a gift, a beau, a journey to go. 
Friendship is based upon the affection (ball of thumb), our 
friends being chosen (with the third phalange) to the best of 
.our judgment (second phalange) from _amongst our acquaint­
,Lnces. Foes always ,trise against people in power, whci rule 
them if they can. This was typified in classical days by Ju­
piter hurling his thunderbolts against the Cyclops. Therefore, 
foes are rightly placed or indicated upon the first finger, that 
of Jupiter. A gift comes to us without effort of our own so 
to speak, by a 'fortuitous concatenation of circumstances,' is 
therefore rightly indicated and located on the second finger­
that of Saturn or fate. A beau is situated on the third finger, 
that of the resplendent Sun-God Apollo. The main palmar 
artery from the Heart runs straight up the palm to this finger, 
and for this reason, I believe, it has been chosen to wear the 
engagement and wedding rings. A 'journey to go' comes 
from the fourth finger, that of Mercury. This latter was the 
messenger of the gods running their errands, the 'boy-mes­
senger ', so to speak, of the period. This is iconologically ty­
pified by the wings upon his ankles. Also, most Chirologists 
are agreed that journeys are indicated by lines upon the 
mount of Luna, under the finger of 'Mercury.' The true 
cause of the presence of these spots is too much chalky 
deposit in the bones which works itself into the finger nails. 
Those who inherit rheumatic tendencies have more white spots 
on the nails than other people." 
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\ I PLATE.11 
Division of Hand. 

Sec pctge 2, section 1. 
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The Elementary Type. 
Sec pcige 2, sectiu11 2. 
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PLAT£ N 
The Spatulate Type. 

See _page 2, section B: 
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PLATE Y.. 

The Square TypeSec Jl(IJC 3, s1•clio11 4. 
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The Conical Type. 
See 7mge 4, sec/ion 5. 
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PLATEW. 
The Philosophical Type. 

See JXtge 4, srction 6. 
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Pr.ATE 1ZIII 
The Psychical Type. 

See page 4, section 7, 
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Age on Lines. 

137 

See va,qe 46. 
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PLATE X 
The Life Line. 

\ 
See pa,qe 46. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE X. 

The Life Line. 

1. Good Life line=Long and healthy life. 
2. Sister Life line=Strong vital force, enduring power. 
3. Upward branches=Success in fresh unclerht.kings. 
4. Downward branches=ll-luck and Joss of money or friends. 
5. Broken line mended by cross bar=A preservation from 

clanger of death. 
6. Chained Life line=Weak state of health. 
7. Thin and cramped Life linfl=Poor vitality, short e~istence. 
8. Square on Life line=Preservation from accident or 

catastrophe. 
9. Star on Life line=Shock to the system. 

10. Cross riea.r Life line-Qu,t.nel and worry through relatives. 
11. Life line broken up-Sign of ea.rly death. 
12. Branch to Jupiter-Strong ambition rewarded by success. 
13. Branch to base of Moon-~et.tling for life in a foriegn 

country. 
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PLATE TI 
The Head Line. 

See page 51. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLA'rE X I. 

The Head Line. 

1. Good Head line=Excellent memory, good intelligence. 
2. Poor Head line=Poor intellect, uncertain memory. 
3. Chained Head line=Poor health, headaches. 
4. Broken Head line=Serious illness. 
5. Head line broken up=Weak health, accidents or injury 

to the Head. 
6. Very long Head line=Avaricious, selfish, miserly, grasping. 
7. Forked Head line=S.trong imaginative power. 
8. Star on Head line=Danger of insanity or hallucination. 
9. Branch upwards to Mercury=Capacity for business. 

10. Branching to Heart line=Love affair threatening to over-
balance reason. · 

11. Branching to Jupiter=Ambition, pride, and vanity. 
12. Head line turning to Heart line=Affection controlling 

intellect. 
13. Head and Heart line in one=Heart has too much control 

over the head, causing a strong emotional nature. 
14. Cross on Head line=Danger of serious or fatal accident. 
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The Heart Line. See page 58. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE XII. 

The Heart Line. 

1. Good Heart line=Strong and lasting love. 
2. Broken and poor Heart line=Feeble action of the heart. 
3. Short Heart line=Danger of apoplexy and sudden death. 
4. Very long Heart line=A jealous nature, but strong love. 
5. Chained Heart line=Palpitation, inconstancy in love. 
6. Branch turned down to Head line=Loss of loved one and 

clanger of unhappy marriage. 
7. Hea,d and Heart line formed in one=Selfishness. 
8. Branch on Heart line cut by ray=Disappointed love. 



EXPLANATION 0 

Th 

1. Good Fate line=Good position and much influence. 
2. From Moon to Jupiter=Good fortune and wealthy marriage. 
3. Broken Fate line=Change of position. 
4. Branch upward to Heart line=Time of marriage. 
5. Starting in Quadrangle=Sorrow and difficulty. 
6. Starting at Heart line=Success late in life. 
7. Parallel line=An influence in the life for that period. 
8. Forked commencement=Conflicting influences in early life. 
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PLATE XIIl 
The Fate Line. 

See page 63. 



LATES XIII AND XIIlA. 

te Line. 

Zigzag line=Ill health in early youth. 
Upward bra.nches=Progress and success in enterprises. 
Starting from Life line=Career too much influenced by relatives. 
Starting from Moon's mount=Success through influence of opposite sex. 
13. 13. 13. Lines from moon=Influence lines. affecting the life. 
Island on Fate=Hopeless love unless in very fortunate hand. 

1. Fate stopped by Head=Failure through error in judgment. 
,. Fate stopped by Heart=Failure through error connected with the affections. 
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PLATEXIIIA 
The Fate Line ( Continued). • 

See page 63. 
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The Line of Fortune, 

See page 70 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE XIV. 

Line of Fortune. 

I. A good line of Fortune=Success in art and money. 
2.- Rising from the Life line=Success through own merit. 
3. Forked ending of line of Fortune=Success through con­

centration. 
4. Unequal forked encling=Failure through divided attention. 
5. Broken line of fortune=Threatened failure overcome by 

perseverance. 
6. Cross lines=DifficuHies caused by jealousy and malice. 
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The Health Line. 
See page 73. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE XV. 

The Health Line. 

1. Good Health line=a strong constitution. 
2. Bad Heallh line=lll-health, disordered liver. 
3. Health line crossing Moon's mount=A changeable nature. 
4. Chained Health line=Weak chest and lungs. 
5. Health and I-lea.cl line forming a cross=Sign of occult gifts. 
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PLATE Ill 
The Marriage Line. 

See page 78. 
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EXPLANATION m~ PLATE XVI. 

The Marriage Line. 

1. Clear Marriage line=Happy love affair. 
2. 2. 2 2. 2. Disturbed and broken Marriage lines= 

Signs of widowhood. 
3. 3. Forked Marriage line=Separation or Divorce. 
4. Line from Venus to Mercury= Love and riches united. 
5. Marriage line cutting that of Fortune=Loss of position 

through marriage. 
6. 6. 6. 6. Signs of a rich and fortunate marriage. 
7. Branch line to Apollo=Maniage with artist .. 
8. Influence lines=Time of love affair or marriage. 
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Lesser Signs. 
See 1Htge 86 
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PLATEill[. 
Worry Lines. 

See pages 106-109. 
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EXPLANATION 0.1!' PLATE XVIII. 

Worry lines, etc. 

1. Line to Head line=Money trouble. 
2. Line to Heart line=Trouble with love affairs. 
3. Line to Life line=Quarrel with relatives. 
4. Line to Fortune line=Loss of money and position through 

death of parents. 
5. Line to Triangle and ending with a sfaLr=Danger of 

nervous debility through worry. 
6. Deep line from Venus=Asthmatical tendencies. 
7. Line to Mercury=Love and riches united. 
8. Square on Venus=Danger of secluded existence or im­

prisonment. 
9. Influence lines=Brothers and sisters. 

10. Voyage lines=Travels abroad. 
ll. Star on voyage=Danger of drowning. 
12. Enemy line=Treachery and grief affecting head, through 

action of enemy. 
13. Small lines on Mars=Adverse influences, slander, etc. 
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