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PREFACE

My object in writing this book is to present to all interested
in the subject of Palmistry a simple, and yet complete
statement of its teachings.

My plan has been to deal with each branch and sign sepa-
rately, before dealing with combinations.

It having been my good fortune to read some tens of
thousands of pairs of hands during the last few years, I have
had every opportunity for testing the rules laid down by
other writers, and proving their statements for myself; there-
fore, unless where otherwise expressed, the statements and rules

herein contained all agree with my own personal observations.

1DA ELLIS.

Brackroor.
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PART I
CHIROGNOMY

CHAPTER I
The Different Types of Hands

Section 1. INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS.

1. What is Chirognomy?—It is the science of reading the
character and talents of an individual from the shape of the
hand, including the configuration of the finger joints and tips.

2. Is Chirognomy closely allied to Palmistry >—Not of necessity,
for the former deals with character only, whilst the latter
treats of events, past, present and future, also fortune as well
as character.

3. Who first discovered and founded the system of Chirognomy 2
—M. D’Arpentigny, an officer in the French Army. 1t appears
that he had exceptionally good shaped hands, of which he was
rather vain, and in comparing them with those of others he
was gradually led to study character from the shape and
formation of the hand in general. He felt more desirous of
pursuing the subject after his palms had been read by a gipsy
female, although it is stated that he attached no importance
to her prognostications and deductions. The result of his
studies on the matter he put before the world, and the con-
tinued observations of very intelligent men and women since
that time have served to confirm the statements he made.

1l



2 CATECHISM OF PALMISTRY

4. How does Chirognomy deal with the many shaped hands?—
It classes the hand into different types, and divides each hand
into three parts. The lower portion of the hand (which in-
cludes the root of the thumb and all below it) corresponds
with the animal or material portion of our nature. From the
root of the thumb to the root of the fingers, indicates the
extent of our intellectual abilities. The fingers set forth the
divine, or moral portion of our nature, and according to
which part of the hand is largest in development so will be
the strongest part of our character. (See Plate II.)

5. How many types of hands are there, and what are they
called?—There are seven different types of hands, which are
classed as follows:—I1st the Elementary, 2nd the Spatulate,
3rd the Square, 4th the Conical, 5th the Philosophical, 6th
the Psychical, and 7th the Mixed.

6. Is it easy to distinguish one type from another 2—Yes,
when the type is pure, which, however, is not very frequently
the case.

Section 2. THE ELEMENTARY HAND.

7. How can the Elementary hand be recognised >—The fingers
are short and stiff, the nails small and the palm long in pro-
portion to the fingers. (See Plate IIL.)

8. What does the Elementary hand indicate >—That the owner
has very little intellect, especially if the thumb is not very
large. When opposed they are brutal in their opposition,
but do not make rulers, being ruled by others.

9. Can the Elementary hand be developed into one of a higher
type >—Not completely, because the type of hand shows the
natural tendencies to be low, and cultivate a pig as much as
you like, it will still remain a pig; as, however, there is
nothing on earth but what is capable of improvement in some
form or other, the Elementary hand can be somewhat improved
by proper training, but it must necessarily remain of the earth
earthy, because its owner possesses a low and grovelling spirit,
with very little self-control, and is invariably the tool of others.

Section 3. THE SPATULATE HAND.

10. How can the Spatulate hand be recognised ?—By the
widening, or flattening out of the finger ends. Spatulate
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means to “spread” out. The whole hand in this type is large
and strong, rather thick, and usually firm to the touch. (See
Plate 1V.)

11. What does the Spatulate hand indicate 2— Self-reliance and
much resolution. The individual is ambitious, active, mechani-
cally inclined and a hard worker, more especially if the hand
is hard as well as firm. 1t is a useful hand altogether, but
not very delicate. 1t also indicates courage, capacity to op-
pose, and its owner may be said to shine best under difficulties.
People with this type of hand are fond of music, but musical
instruments requiring mechanical skill are more to their tasie
than vocal music. They love a country for what that country
gives them, hence they are likely to emigrate, provided their
position is bettered thereby.

12. What is considered « good Spatulate hand ?—One that
is firm but yielding, with a good amolnt of elasticity in the
touch, as it then indicates a practical, all-round nature, with
a desire to look on both sides of a question. It also shows
affection, and an honest disposition.

Section 4. THE SQUARE HAND.

13. How can the Square type of hand be recognised 2—By
the squareness of the finger tips, large hand, thumb of good
size, and a medium palm of firm consistency. (See Plate V.)

14. What does the Square hand indicate?—Love of order
and neatness, and a tendency to be more quickly upset by
disorder and confusion than by anything else. Owners of this
type are not very poetical, neither artistic, as this type in-
dicates a love of the useful rather than the ornamental.
Their poetry, however, would be exact as to rhythm and ar-
rangement. They are clever in all things requiring correct-
ness of aim or a practised eye, and are firm lovers of justice.
Such persons are too well able to control themselves to be-
come enthusiastic in anything. They cannot bear excitement, or
a “scene” of any description, and are deeply annoyed if obliged
by their extreme natural politeness to listen to the troubles
and quarrels, ete., of others. They aim for moderation and
exactness in all things. They think highly of the powers that
be, and are deferential to their superiors, paying great respect
and attention to form and ceremony, and are rather bigoted
and narrow-minded or conservative in views. They have excellent-
powers to conceal their thoughts, plans, feelings, and can act
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in a sly and cunning manner. If very square, they can be
hypocritical, and though able to make many acquaintances,
they possess few friends, as their secretive nature permits
but of few confidences.

Section 5. THE CONICAL HAND.

15. What is meant by the Conical hand >—That class of hand
where the fingers become narrower and smaller, so as to
resemble o cone at the tips. If the type is pure, the palm
and the fingers are of the same length, and the joints smooth.
(See Plate VI.)

16. What does the Conical hand indicate®—Much love of art,
beauty, perfection, and embellishment: refinement of mind,
and correct tastes in person, surroundings, ete.; the owners
are attracted to, or repulsed from, all things animate or in-
animate, according t& their beauty and not their usefulness,
hence they are changeable in mood, easily discontented with
their surroundings, and dislike domestic business life and work.

Section 6. THE PHILOSOPHICAL HAND.

17. What constitutes the Philosophical hand ?—A large palm,
fingers rather long, but partly Square and partly Conical, with
both the first and second joints well developed, so as to make
them appear knotty. The thumb also should be well developed
in the first and second joints. (See Plate VIL.)

18. What does the Philosophical hand indicate >—Love of
truth and investigation, power for metaphysics, and deep rea-
soning on things relating to the internal and external world.
Owners of this hand accept no statement without proof, and
are decidedly critical and analytical. They find fault, and in-
quire into the cause and effect of everything. They have their
own ideas on most things, but do not make them known
thoughtlessly, and such persons have suffered a kind of mar-
tyrdom, for the sake of truth, because of their close adherence
to it. They also admire and appreciate beauty where seen,
but it must be real and true, not artificial, for their strongest
desire is for truth and sincerity in all things, let the conse-
quences be what they may. 3

Section 7. THE PSYCHICAL HAND.

19. Of what form is the Psychical hand 2—This is easily
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known by the fingers being the same length as the palm, the
hand narrow, the fingers pointed at the end like a filbert,
and the thumb small and of exquisite shape. (See Plate VIII.)

20. What are the characteristics of the Psychical hand 2—I1t
represents the divine world, and is very rare in its purity,
although there are many modifications. Owners of this hand
are all soul, or in other words, very ethereal, very idealistic,
and not at all practical, for they live in an ideal world, born
of their own spiritualistic nature. They are so absorbed in
seeking a high and ideal state, that they cannot attend to
anything so materialistic as the wants of this fleshly body.
They are very intuitive, and know by feelings the best course
to take, and are excellent soul-readers.

21. What does the Psychical hand indicate when the fingers
are longer than the palm ?—Xxcessive sentiment, and dreamy
idealism, fondness for poetry, and almost a hatred of all things
pertaining to the lower part of man’s nature. This develop-
ment, however, is very rare.

22. Where is the Psychical hand most frequently found 2—
In Asia, the land of the birth of all great religions, theolo-
gies, prophecies, and magic. Germany also produces a great
many of this class, the people of that country being well-known
for their lofty idealism, and vivid imagination. Kngland does
not produce many of this type for reasons we shall see
later on.

Section 8. THE MIXED HAND.

23. How can the Mived hand be recognised >—The fingers
of this hand will partake of the different types. For instance,
one finger may be Spatulate, another Square, another Conical,
and so on. A finger is sometimes between two types, that is
to say, partly Square, and partly Conical, etc. The Chiromant
who understands his profession, will readily detect the type
which is most powerful, and will draw his inferences accordingly.

24. What does the Mixed hand indicate?—It shows the
owner to be capable of doing many different things, but as
the energy is put into so many grooves, there is not often
genius in anything which the individual carries out, unless the
whole attention has been directed to that branch of work
most suited to the type which is predominant, and the thumb
be long and well developed. Generally, owners of the Mixed
hand may be termed “handy men” or “ Jack-of all trades and
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master of none.” If, however, it is well formed, and the prin-
cipal lines are also clear, it is capable of exhibiting much
original invention, for the Psychical part of the hand shows
the possession of the idea, the Square part shows ability for
reasoning and deductive power, whilst the Spatulate portion
of the hand indicates the power to do, to realise the result,
to practically carry out the ideas.

Section 9. THE COMBINATION OF TYPES.

25. What does the Elementary-Philosophical hand indicate ?—
This combination modifies the crude effects of an Elementary
hand to a small extent, so as to impart a desire for simple
intellectnal occupations, but the person would not be suffi-
ciently intellectual to reason in a philosophical manner.
There would be a tendency to indulge in petty distinctions
and faultfinding.

28. What does the Square-Conical hand indicate >—This com-
bination indicates the love of social interests, and formalisms,
rendered by the Square, but is toned up as it were, by a
sprinkling of artistic love such as is not known in the purely
Square. It also indicates a love of absolute truth for the
essence of things, for their realisation rather than the name
merely.

27. What does a Conical-Elementary hand indicate — Sensi-
tiveness to bodily pain and fondness for artistic things, althongh
on the whole such persons are rude and uncultivated. They
make vulgar poets, are superstitious and cannot be called hard
workers, but are “ne’er-do-wells” as a rule.

28. [1What are the characteristics of a soft-Spatulate hand 2—
The soft Spatulate hand proclaims its owner capable of working
out discoveries and ideas made or suggested by owners of the
soft Psychical hand, especially if those ideas are of a mar-
vellons or ocealt nature, as the Spatulate type shows more
practicability and an intense desire for movement; although
where the hand is soft the activity is more mental than physical,
showing the desire to get others to do the actual work whilst
the owner does the thinking.

Section 10. MISCELLANEOUS QUESTIONS.

29. How should a chiromant proceed to read the hand 2—
By first determining which is {the most prominent type, for
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the type most largely developed has most influence on the
individual character.

80. What does a hard hand indicate =—It shows great
activity, love of work, and especially if it be of the Spatulate
type, great practicality. Owners of this hand are not demon-
strative in love affairs and do not show all they feel of the
tender passion. They can, however, endure hardship and
privation to a great extent. There is not great intelligence
shown if this hand is very red.

8l. What does a soft hand indicate 2— A lazy disposition, or
rather a nature which loves a sedentary occupation more than
an active one: a sentimental imaginative mind, fond of poetry
and rather feminine. Persons of this description are liable to
make a display of affection rather in excess of the real
nature of their love. They are not very practical, but very
sensitive, with a strong love of the marvellous, and they will
always be fascinated by phenomena of a superhuman or occult
nature. In hard work they are soon fatigued and cannot en-
dure privations.

32. Is it possible for the type of hand to change?—To a
certain extent it can be modified or slightly altered, as far
as certain traits of character are concerned, especially if the
person works in a different groove from that for which he is
naturally adapted. The inherent tendencies, however, must
ever remain strong within him, however much restrained by
circumstances.

383. What are the characteristics of a large hand?—Force
and power, love of neatness, finish and detail. Everything
must be neat, and in all the owners’ transactions this traitis
noticeable, for they seldom undertake anything which cannot
be accomplished by them properly.

34. Are the manifestations of a small hand opposite to those
of a large one?—Yes, a small hand can be compared to a
large ome, in the same way as a mental temperament is com-
parable with a muscular one. The small hand indicates an
impressionable nervous and mental nature, with ideas and
plans too large for the owner to carry out. Such persons like
things on a gigantic scale, in the home, commercial, literary
or philanthropic sphere.

35. Is a large hand or a small hand best >—Neither, hands
of a medium size are far the best for all practical purposes,
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being devoid as they are of much of the force and harshness
of rule which characterises the owner of the Large hand, yet
having more power to cauy out their ideas than Small handed
persons.

36. What is the sign of an enduring nature?—A person who
is capable of long endurance, possesses a decided curve on the
outer edge of the hand from the wrist to the end of the fourth
finger. The more straight the outline in this direction, the
less ability there is to endure either mental or physical ex-
posure, opposition or tension.

87. What is the difference between a Spatulate and a Square
hand, as regards veneration or reverence?—The Spatulate per-
son will reverence his superiors on account of his love for
them, but for him to submit to a dictator from any other
cause, the authority must be powerful indeed: The Square
handed subject has a deep respect for properly constituted
authority, because he reverences the principle, rather than the
person, and will pay homage on this account.

388. Do the descriptions of different types of hands apply
equally to male and female?—Yes, but it should be borne in
mind that the pure Square and Spatulate are not often seen
on an English woman’s hand, the Conical, or Psychical slightly
modified by the Square or Spatulate, being more representative
of the female, though in the male sex the Square and Spat-
ulate type is chiefly predominant.

89. Why is there o difference between the hands of male and
female >—Because females naturally have more instinct than
males, and their feelings are more inclined to religion. It is
a well-known fact that females are more impressionable than
males, though less practical: woman imagines things whilst
man, ever practical, carries out the more practical part of her
ideas and imaginations. Personally, I think that in the case
of English women, there have been so many generations in
which she has been content with domestic love and duties,
until practical, scientific, and intellectual pursuits are now
looked upon as outside her “sphere”; consequently the hand
indicates an idealistic, or dreamy and imaginative nature than
otherwise, and when some female with Knotty and Square
fingers or a Spatulate hand and large thumb, appears before
the world to demonstrate other themes than those connected
with home duties, she is regarded as violating the laws of
society or trespassing into the domains of the “lords of
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creation”. It is different, however, with our sisters in America,
who are more active, scientific and pushing in their habits,
and consequently possess hands more akin to those of the
male sex. The only thing to be regretted concerning the
tendency of the female type of hand to change thus, is that
the world would doubtless lose much inspiration, grace, gentle-
ness and pleasure, attendant upon the manifestation of the
more idealistic type of hand. "

40, Are females smooth fingered >—Yes, generally, and the
more Knotty the fingers the less she trusts to instinct and
the more she leans to reason. Where a woman has a large
thumb, Knotty fingers of a Square or Spatulate type, she is
a born leader, and more at her ease in busmess and intel-
lectual work than in domestic duties.

41. If a Spatulate hand is soft what does it indicate ?>—1t
has the effect of lessening its activity: it shows the subject
to be a late riser, as love of comfort is indicated by the soft-
ness; such a person would be fond of being amongst activity,
but he must not be worried by anything and must have his
love of pleasure gratified at the same time. Such persons are
also fond of elegance, but it must be a fashionable elegance,
and even their religion will be that upon which least slurs
are cast by the public.



CHAPTER II

The Palms, Thumbs, Fingers, and Nails

Section 1. THE pPALMS.

42. What does a thick clumsy palm indicate >—An obstinate
egotistical nature, a strong constitution and plenty of force,
but it is of a brute nature and indicates much selfishness.

43. Why are some palms thin, dry and hard ?—Because
these belong to a person of a timid, shrinking nature, pos-
sessing little energy to keep the blood in proper circulation,
hence the hands are ill nourished and the health poor.

44. What does the palm indicate when it is longer than the
fingers 2—A dull intellect and a person void of fine suscepti-
bilities. It implies the same in Palmistry as organic quality

does in Phrenology, showing whether the subject be high or
low in refinement.

45. Is a moderately developed palm best 2—Yes, for when it
is thus, the intellect 1s good and keen and the subject capable
of carrying out his ideas in an intellectual manner.

Section 2. 7THE THUMBS.

48. How s the thumb dealt with in chirognomy ?—First, it
is divided into three parts, corresponding with the three
worlds. The top part or mail phalange represents the will,
or the Divine part of the nature: the Second phalange re-
presents the logic, or the Intellectual part: and the Third
phalange, or base, represents the passions or the Animal part
of our nature, and according to the different developments of
these different parts so will the character be.

10
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4'%7. What is meant by the words “ First”, “Second”, and “ Third”
phalanges of the thumb?—The First phalange of the thumb is
that” part on which the nail grows, and it extends to the
First joint: the Second phalange reaches to the Second joint;
and the Third phalange, or base of the thumb reaches to the
wrist, but owing to the important part which the inner base
of the thumb plays in Chiromancy, it is not dealt with here
and therefore the term “Third phalange” is intended to mean
the outer part of the base of the thumb.

48. What part does the thumb play in revealing character 2—
It plays a most important part, and is called the Emperor of
the hand, for without it we should be at a loss how to handle
the many different tools which we use. In fact a well devel-
oped thumb always accompanies an intellectual character.

49. How long ought the thumb to be >—In a proper development
the thumb will reach to the Second joint of the First finger (that
joint which joins the Second to the Third phalange) when the
thumb is laid straight in a line with the front of the finger:
according as it varies from this point so will the intellect
and will of the person be inferior or superior.

50. What does an undeveloped thumb indicate ?—In no other
animal do we find a distinct thumb. It is true that the mon-
key tribe has a digit somewhat resembling the thumb of man-
kind, but it is as far below it in perfection and usefulness,
as the intelligence of the monkey tribe is below that of a
civilised man; indeed there is no distinct character without
the thumb, and the more developed this is, the stronger will
the character be, although the direction in which this strength
manifests itself, whether for good or evil, is shewn by the
other parts of the hand, as well as the development of the
different parts of the thumb. It must, however, be distinctly
understood, that it is not the thumb or any part of the hand
which makes the character, these things being but the instru-
ments used to indicate and manifest the characteristics which
belong to the person. An undevelopedt humb then, shows lack
of intellect.

51. What is indicated by a poorly developed thumb?—In-
ability to manage one’s own affairs, no will power or reason,
a person led by impulse, one who is like a feather blown
hither and thither by every little gust of wind, dogma, or creed.

52. What are the characteristics of a Spatulate thumb?-—The
possessor of a Spatulate thumb would have a will so strong,
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that nothing would serve to change his mind when once made
up, for he would be absolutely obstinate even to his own hurt.
If the thumb turns outward he will be generous, though im-
pulsive in his generosity.

83. What is the meaning of « Square tipped thumb z—This
type, which is most frequently seen, indicates a decided chax-
acter, firm and stable, though not very obstinate.

54. What does a Psychical or pointed thumb indicate?—It
shows a sensitive and impressionable nature, one easily affected
and influenced by surroundings, whose nerves are very highly
strung; but such a person possesses much intuitive perception
and is idealistic.

65. What does a clubbed thumb indicate>—A most brutal
and passionate temper, a person to be avoided when his
anger is aroused, especially when the hand is of the Elementary
type and other signs of intellect are weak.

56. What effect has a large thumb upon the different types
of hands ?—On the Flementary hand a large thumb shows an
increase of the will power, which makes the possessor firm
and stubborn, but as it is combined with ignorance the effect
is to make the individual more difficult to manage. On the
Spatulate hand the effect is an increase of its capacity and
shows a strong desire for independence, and to be master of
own actions. On the Square hand it indicates more exactitude
and order both in reason and science. On the Conical hand
this strength of will power introduces method, logic and power
of deduction in work and ideas, and thus tones down the natural
impulses. On the Philosophical hand a large thumbisnecessary,
or the philosophy will be of a weak and wavering order.

87. What does a large or well-proportioned thumb indicate ?—
A firm and stable character, a reasoning disposition, a person
governed by the intellect, and though the affections may be
strong and lasting, they will not dominate.

68. What does a small thumb and a broad palm on
Conical hand indicate?—An ambition for riches and greatness
in connection with art, but its owner will lack the stability
and firmness necessary to gain success. If the hand is soft
and pliant, with only a moderate palm, the owner will love
art for its own sake, and will be so enraptared by its per-
fection and beauty, that he will aim at its production, to the
utter disregard of money or fame.
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59. What effect has a small thumb on the different types of
hands >—A small thumb on an Elementary hand shows a
weakening of the already meagre intellectual capacity, and
therefore such persons are entirely governed by their animal
instincts, rather than by reason or logic, and they are scarcely
capable of bridling their passions. If the hand is Spatulate,
the owner will commence everything, but finish nothing, and
will be inconstant. If the hand is Square, it shows the same
love of order, ceremony, form and exactitude, but the power
to carry out the desires will be lacking. If the hand is
Conical, or Psychical, it shows an increased impulsive nature,
making the poet or artist more soulful and more in love with
his work and ideas than if the thumb be large, in which case
the individual would be more logical and so reduce many of
the extravagant ideas down to practicability or reason. If the
hand is Philosophical a small thumb shows a weakening of the
logical and reasoning capacity.

80. What does a short First phalange of thumb indicate >—A
weak will power, hence a tendency to be led by others, thereby
indicating that such persons never succeed as their own
masters.

B8l. What does a long First phalange of thumb indicate ?—
Perseverance and stability of character, and a determination
to succeed at any cost. If very long, it indicates an excessive
amount of will power, dominancy over others, thus making
the tyrant and despot.

62. What does a broad and long First phalange of thumb
indicate >—An obstinate and unreasonable temper. If, however,
the fingers have Square tips, this quality is moderated into firm
judgment and a desire to do justice.

63. What effect has a long First phalange of thumb upon a
soft hand 2—A long phalange of will influences a soft hand to
‘more than its natural activity, and causes the subject to do work
which is necessary even though it may be distasteful to him;
whereas with a short development of the First phalange of
thumb the duty would be neglected for the sake of natural
tastes.

84. What does a short Second phalange of thumb indicate?—
That there is little reason or logic in the nature. The subject
will do things because he wants or wills to do them, and not
because of any rational reason for so doing. Such persons
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would never become good debaters and canneverbe philosophical
in its true sense.

65. What does a short First and a long Second phalange of
thumb indicate >—That its possessor is always able to give good
reasons why his will was not strong enough to enable him
to do this, that or the other; and although his reason reveals to
him the weakness of his character, he has not enough firmness
and stability to enable him to improve himself.

66. What does the twrning back of the First phalange of the
thumb indicate >—Generosity, running into extravagance if full
and fleshy; but if flat, 1t is a sign of ability to keep the
temper under with a firm strong decision: if pointed, great
impulsiveness and extravagant ideas.

6'7. What does a slender Second phalange of the thumb indi-
cate?—Great tact and diplomacy: persons who possess this
shape of thumb, are never at a loss how to get out of difficulty.
They can be sly and secretive when it suits their purpose,
and are full of plans and ideas, but they lack broadmindedness
and are apt to feel too strongly on some points and disregard
othew, although able to keep their ideas to themselves are,
in short, unable to see all round a subject.

68. What does a thick clumsy Second phalange of thumnb
indicate >—That its possessor has good plans and ideas, bub
lacks the power of executing them: he often says and does
awkward things, and in so doing manufactures for himself
many enemies. Is not a good diplomatist.

69. What does a thin and slender Third phalange of the
thumb indicate?—Love of an ideal and noble character. Love
to the possessor of such a sign is a sacred and pure thing,
something ethereal and belonging more to the soul than to
the body, but it shows a tendency for jealousy.

'70. What does a short thick Third phalange of thumb indi-
cate >—An animalised and sensual nature, one much and easily
influenced by the opposite sex: its possessor is an eager seeker
after pleasure, and his love will not be very pure or elevating,
and is therefore more correctly called lust.

71. When the joints of the thumb are well developed what does
it indicate >—When the First joint is well developed, it shows
remarkable intelligence if the First phalange be long. The
Second joint lar, (rely developed shows love of order, punctuality
and love of symmetry in all things, also scientific tendencies.
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72. What is the meaning of the thumb being folded in the
hand 2—The thumbs of infants are habitually closed over by
their fingers, because their character is not yet unfolded,
and they have not started to think or act for themselves, but
as they do so their thumbs become covered less and less.
It is worthy of note that idiots invariably lay their thumbs
in their hands with their fingers over them, thus showing that
the will or logic is sleeping or absent. In death the thumb
frequently retires as it were, indicating that will and logic
are leaving the house of clay, for the thumb which is the
sign of active intelligence is no longer required. I have also
noticed that in cases of partial paralysis, and of prolonged
rheumatism, the thumb often folds itself in the hand uncon-
sciously, so that it is necessary to ascertain whether there is
any disease in the system, before passing judgment upon the
intellect from this position of the thumb alone: although where
otherwise in good health the possessor of the fgqlded thumb
1acks ability to govern and direct his own affairs.

73. What effect has the size of thumb on the love affairs of
females 2—With a large thumb, a female will be very cautious
in love matters, and will allow reason to guide her in her
choice. With a small thumb, impulse will be the guiding
star of affection, and the head must forsooth follow the heart,
instead of the heart following the head. A large thumbed
woman is not easily gulled, whereas a small thumbed woman
is rather quickly fascinated, for with her, love is an all absorbing
passion “ towering high o’er reason’s throne”.

Section 3. FINGERS, FINGER TIPS, PHALANGES, AND JOINTS.

74. What do Spatulate fingers indicate?—A love of manual
work, of that kind which is useful and mechanical: a desire
for travel, progression, agriculture, plenty of life and movement,
and for all things connected with physical life.

75. What do Square fingers indicate?—A taste for social
science, politics, commercial capacity and appreciation of
rhythm, grammar, construction and arangement both of literature
and art. They also indicate ideas of a positive nature, attention
to theory rather than practice, and a love of order and
tidiness. If the fingers are Knotty, the order, ideas, and
theories, are more likely to be put into practice than if they
are Smooth, consequently the Knotty fingers are most reliable.
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76. What do Conical fingers indicate?—Love of art and per-
fection, also of literature of a poetical and extravagant nature.
They also indicate an impulsive and imaginative character.

7'7. What do Psyckical or pointed fingers indicate >—Great
impressionability, inspiration, intuition, idealism and excessive
imagination. A love for high, good and noble things, but
great impracticability, so far as a prosiac life is concerned.

78. What is the meaning of short fingers?—Short fingers
are the property of impulsive and intuitive natures, which
act as if by inspiration, and do not stop to weigh up a matter
before coming to a conclusion, neither do they care much for
appearances on the whole, being rather brusque in manner,
but are very active and full of life, push and energy.

79. What is the meaning of short fingers, thick ot base,
pointed at tips and the palm longer than the fingers 2—This is a
sign of a lazy and luxurious disposition, a sensual nature with
refined habits and tastes. We often find good singers with
this combination, who sometimes become very popular owing
to the large amount of sex-magnetism which they possess.

80. What do long fingers indicate>—Long fingers indicate
a love of detail, method and regularity, causing their owners
to be harassed and troubled over mere trifles as though they
were matters of the greatest importance. Such persons are
very proper, strict in matters of propriety and decorum, and
are often affected in manner. A good thumb will, however,
modify these manifestations.

8l. What influence have thin fingers upon the character ?—
Thin fingers indicate much diplomatic talent, a tendency to
deceive and be hypocritical. Such fingers are usually seen on
the hands of card sharpers and those who habitually try to
cheat other people.

82. What is the nature of the influence of thick fingers on
the character >—They indicate the owner to be more or less
harsh, cruel and revengeful, and more given to animal and
sensual pleasures than intellectual and refined pursuits.

83. What is the meawing of twisted fingers?—A deceitful,
cruel and revengeful nature, which would stop short at nothing
for revenge, not even murder. In an otherwise good hand,
twisted fingers indicate a trying and annoying disposition.

84. What do shapeless fingers indicate >—These fingers belong
to persons whose characters are wavering, whose intellect is
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by no means strong or decided. They possess no certain
individuality of their own, but in proportion as one, two,
three or four of their fingers take a decided shape so will the
intellect declare itself. In idiots the fingers are decidedly
irregular and misshapen.

85. What is the meaning of close fitting fingers?—These
indicate a mean and sordid nature, and belong to persons
who live for self and self alone.

86. What is the meaning of fingers falling far apart #—This
shows a desire to see into and know all that is going on,
also indicates much originality. Such persons are rather in-
terfering, inquisitive and meddlesome, though well meaning
in all their actions.

87. Can Conical fingers become Square or Spatulate?—To
some extent, yes, according as the mind is used in scientific
or mechanical pursuits, so will the fingers incline to the Square
or Spatulate type: but in the character of such a subject, in-
tuition and love of art must ever be a strong factor, ready
to manifest itself when opportunity offers, as it is only held
in check by training and surroundings.

88. What do the individual fingers indicate on the Spatulate
hand 2—1f the First finger is very long, it indicates intense
love of the mysterious, and great tendency to error and
fanaticism. If the Second finger is long, it shows an active
imagination and a fancy for scientific and occult literature,
but much gloom and depression and if excessively long, a
tendency to melancholia. If the Third finger islong, it shows
ability to imitate and impersonate and to express thoughts
and feelings, also a love of struggle and fondness for pictures
representing battles, ete. If the Fourth finger is long, it
shows fervour and eloquence, though not always in a wise
cause, and a strong leaning towards scientific mechaniscism,
electricity, etc. When any of these fingers are very short it
shows a want of those qualities indicated when they are long.

89. What do the individual fingers indicate when on the
Square hand ?2—I1f the First finger is long, it shows a love of
truth and the subject will search for it in natural phenomena,
but he will be proud notwithstanding his love for religion.
If the Second finger is long, it shows a very grave and
melancholy nature. If the Third finger is long, love of re-
search and reason in art. If the Fourth finger is long, it in-
dicates Jove of scientific research, reason in science and good

2
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powers of expression. If the different fingers are short it
shows impatience in reason and argument, and an impulsive
nature.

90. What do the individual fingers indicate on the Conical
and Psychical hand?—In each case the characteristics are simi-
lar, though in the case of the Psychical, the manifestations
are excessive. If the Flirst finger is long it shows strong love
of religion with a desire to take a leading part in it, and if
as long or longer than the Second finger, it shows that the
life is ruled by ambition. If the Second finger is long, which
is very rare, 1t is an indication of folly and frivolity, as the
pointed tip counteracts, or destroys the grave and serious
tendencies which this finger, when long, always indicates. If
the Third finger is long, it shows strong intuition in art and
inspiration as to subjects, but if the Third phalange is longest,
art will be pursued for the sake of gain more than for love
of art itself. If the Fowrth finger is long, it is a sign of in-
tuition of an occult and mysterious nature, and eloquence in
the same. When any of these fingers are short, it denotes
impulsiveness and selfishness, which results in disaster arising
from unpremeditated action.

91. What is the meaning of the Third finger being as long as
the First and Second —When it is as long as the First finger,
it betrays a strong ambition to rise and be successful in the
artistic world. When as long as the Second, it indicates en-
terprise and a love of speculation, a tendency to gamble and
indulge in games of chance, unless the thumb is very good
when it then shows strength of will to overcome this weak-
ness.

92. What does a soft fleshy ball on the inside of the finger
tips indicate ?—This is a sign of great sensitiveness, and also
great tact as to how to act during an emergency. Mental
activity and intellectual powers of a good order will also be
found with these fleshy balls: in fact, good taste in general
both as to manners and things.

93. What is the meaning of finger tips which turn back 2—
This shows a clever and ingenious nature, with a strong de-
sire to obtain knowledge, causing inquisitiveness and prying
curiosity, at the same time a wish to be agreeable and adapt
oneself to the tastes of others. It also denotes tendency for
extravagance from too much benevolence.
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94. What is meant by the term “ Phalanges of the fingers 2" —
A “phalange ” is that part of a finger which is situate between
the joints or at the top of the highest joint: thus, the First
phalange of the finger is from the tip to the first joint, the
Second phalange is from the first to the second joint; and
the Third phalange is from the second joint to the root or
knuckles of the fingers.

95. What do the different phalanges of the First finger indi-
cate on the different types of hands 2—1If the First phalange is
longest and the hand Spatulate, it shows a restless disposition
and an intense love of mysticism: if the hand is Square, there
will be much interest in social things, but it will be in a
formal and ceremonious fashion: if the hand is Psychical it
shows a tendency to religious contemplation, and to occultism,
spiritualism, etc. If the Second phalange is longest and the
hand Spatulate, it indicates that the ambition is great, as
also is the power to realise the ambition: if the hand is
Square, it shows ambition but not the power to carry it out,
because the order, preciseness, etc., interferes with the rapid
progression necessary to the realisation of the ambition: if
the hand is Psychical, ambition is still there, but it manifests
itself in the desire to see and realise the idealisations, rather
than wield the sceptre and hold the power. If the Third
phalange is longest and the hand Spatulate or Square, it in-
dicates pride and a desire to rule over others, earthly glory:
if the hand is Psychical, it denotes a dragging down to earth
as it were, the strong intuitional ethereal ideas of which this
type is a sign, for the First phalange represents the moral,
the Second the intellectual, and the Third the animal world.

98. What do the different phalanges of the Second finger on
the different types of hands indicate 2--1f the First phalange is
longest and the hand Spatulate, it indicates a tendency to
despond and recur to the painful and gloomy side of life and
experiences, and such persons always bring gloom and sad-
ness around them, and are often tempted to end life by sui-
cide: if the hand is Square the mind is more in harmony
with life’s realities, but sober, grave and staid: if the hand is
Psychical which it rarely is, 1t shows much vanity and frivo-
lity, which is the exact opposite to the Spatulate and Square.
If the Second phalange is longest and the hand Spatulate, it
shows much ingenuity, versatility and love of mechanical oc-
cupation, such as engineering, ete.: if the hand is Square, it
denotes love of science and mechanism, but of an abstract
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and speculative character: if the hand is Psychical, there will
be frivolity and vanity, though not so mear the surface as
when the First phalange is longest. If the Third phalange
is longest and the hand Spatulate, the talents will be used
for a mean and selfish purpose, rather than for love of action
and work: if the hand is Square the manifestations will be
similar; and if the hand is Psychical sensuality will exhibit
itself, though not in a coarse and vulgar manner.

O7. What do the different phalanges of the Third finger on
the different types of hands indicate >—If the First phalange is
longest and the hand Spatulate, it indicates love of action in
the representation of art and dramatic capacity: if the hand
is Square, it shows love of truthfulness in the expression of
art and literature: if the hand is Conical or Psychical, it in-
dicates intuition in art and in the choice of subjects. If the
Second phalange is Jongest and the hand Spatulate, it shows
a willingness to labour in order to obtain success in art: if
the hand is Square, it shows ability to reason on things of
art: if the hand is Psychical, it indicates a modification of
intuition in art. If the Third phalange is longest in any of
these different types, the pursuit of art will be for pecuniary
results, and for material gratification rather than for the mere
love of art.

98. What do the different phalanges of the Fourth finger on
the different types of hands indicate?—If the First phalange is
longest, and the hand Spatulate, it shows activity in science,
powerful eloquence and a capacity to invent things in me-
chanicism: if the hand is Square, it shows a love of study and
research in things of a scientific character: if the hand is
Psychical, it is an indication of intuition in research, and a
love of science for its own sake. If the Second phalange is
longest, and the hand Spatulate, it indicates power to manage
business affairs of a scientific nature: if the hand is Square,
its characteristics will be similar as in the Spatulate, but not
so practical or active: if the hand is Psychical, there will be
good power to learn languages, coin words, ete. Ifthe Third
phalange is the longest on any of the types, it shows a ten-
dency for cunning, untruthfulness in science and business, in
order that selfish and material desires may be gratified. If
the First and Second phalanges are of the same length on
any type, it shows an equal amount of scientific and business
ability.

99. What effect does a thick Third phalange have upon Coni-
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cal finger tips 2—If the palm and thumb are large as well as
the Third phalanges there will be much love of sensual pleas-
ures, but they must be of an artistic order and amongst ar-
tistic people; there will be no inclination for real and prac-
tical work. It shows also a wayward and impulsive nature,
fond of change and variety: in fact, the hand will be that
of a lazy good-for-nothing sensualist.

100. How are the joints dealt with?—The joints are divided
into two classes, the Knotty and the Smooth, or the developed
and undeveloped. When the fingers are Knotty, that is bulged
out at the joints, they are called developed joints, but when
the fingers are Smooth at the joints, they are called unde-
veloped joints.

101. What do developed joints indicate 7—A love of intellect-
ual work and ideas: ability to reason on things connected
with the material or intellectual world, according to whether
the First or Second joints are most developed.

102. What do undeveloped joints indicate #—A natural grace
and artistic motion, and a love of things perfect and beauti-
ful; but the owners are too ardent and impulsive, acting too
often. without due thought, and consequently meet with fre-
quent failures.

103. What effect has the development of -the First joint on
different types of hands ?—The First joint is called the Philo-
sophical joint or knot, and when this is developed it indicates
a desire to examine and search into mental things, acting as
a boundary between the Divine world (First phalange) and
the Intellectual world (Second phalange), hence the thoughts
and ideas conceived or accepted by the intuition, imagination,
ete., are controlled, modified or guided by the reason indicated
by the development of this joint.

On the Spatulate hand, it denotes disquietude of mind, and
a battle between looking continually to the practical side of
things and the desire to reason matters out.

On the Square hand with its exactitude, it shows good
faith, a love of and desire for justice at all hazards, and all
pro’s and con’s will be thoughtfully weighed up.

On the Conical hand it allows reason to intercept what
would otherwise be impulse, through a too vivid and unprac-
tical imagination; there will also be constant struggle between
the tendency for religion, and a love of argument or desire
to search the origin of things,
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On the Philosophical it is of course always present.

On the Psychical hand it would indicate its possessor to be
eccentric, and unable to decide what religion is best to follow,
thereby producing scepticism for a while: the mind, however,
would return to religion deeper than ever after a time. This
changeability is accounted for by the Philosophical joint
indicating a desire to look into, overhaul and seek the why
and wherefore of the intuition and religious instincts shown
by the pointed tips. In other words, this joint is a block to
the intuitions being carried into effect by the brain.

104. What difference will the development of the First joint
make to a soft Spatulate hand >—The mechanical skill indicated
by the Spatulate type will remain intact, but the love of
comfort shown by its softness, combined with love of philo-
sophical reasoning as shown by the development of the joint,
takes away the practical side of the nature; therefore there
will be plenty of plans and schemes but no practicality or
energy to carry them out.

105. What effect has the development of the Second joint upon
the different types of hands ?—This is called the joint of Order
and indicates love of order in things of a material nature,
and has a like effect to the development of the First joints on
the different types, only that it deals with things material, whereas
the First joint deals with things mental and spiritual.

108. What effect has the development of both joints upon the
different types of hands >—When both joints are developed the
hand becomes the Philosophical hand, more especially if the
fingers are slightly mixed in their shape, and consequently
this development is dealt with under the ¢ Philosophical
hand”. (Chap. I, sect. 6.)

10%7. What difference will the development of both joints make
to the manifestations of a Psychical hand #—'This development
will tone the intuitional character down to reason, and shows
much inventive genius, but it is not a practical type of
hand, as there will be insufficient ability to carry out the
inventions.

108. What do undeveloped or smooth joints indicate on Square
fingers 2—This is an indication of a love of outward order,
such as the tidy appearance of a room, office, external appear-
ance, etc., but cupboards, drawers and the interior of boxes, ete.,
will be in confusion and disorder; for the Squareness of the
hand shows love of neatness, order and decorum, whilst the
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smoothness counteracts this effect. This combination also
indicates that the owner is fond of art and poetry, but the
poetical productions will be useful in their aim, and the ar-
tistic work will be as much for use as for ornament, differing
from the natural and careless grace of the true artist, because
of the precision with which each touch is given.

109. Can Fknotty fingers become smooth by neglect of order
and intellectual pursuits ?—No, this is not in accordance with
nature. A person born with intellectual capacities will always
have those capacities, let his environment be as unfavourable
as possible, and he will show this capacity to a certain ex-
tent in all he says and does: for no person who is born an
intelligent being can become an idiot, although he can be-
come insane. The difference between idiotcy and insanity
being that an idiot lacks the brain development necessary for
the manifestation of intellect, and an insane person possesses
the development but it is inflamed or diseased, and thus the
manifestation becomes uncontrollable by the will. 1t is far
easier to bring intuition and impulse (shewn by smooth joints)
to the grade of reason and judgment (shewn by the developed
joints), than to retrograde and go from reason and judgment
to instinct and impulse.

110. TIs it possible that joints naturally smooth can be devel-
oped >—Yes, close attention to work of an intellectual or
mental order will in time develop the joints of Philosophy
and Order, because it must be borne in mind that whilst the
hand shows the true character, the hand does not form the
character, but the character forms the hand.

111.  What effect has Eknotty joints on a long Second phalange
of the Second finger >—Knolty joints are an indication that the
person has a tendency to direct the love of science shown by
this long phalange to the more exact sciences, whereas if the
joints are smooth the tendency will be to enter more into
the study and love of occult sciences.

Section 4. rTHE NAILS.

112. How are the finger nails dealt with >—They are classi-
fied as follows:—Filbert, Short, Short and Broad, Round, Long
and Dark coloured.

113. What do Filbert shaped nails indicate >—If with a white
and polished surface they indicate a good temper, a sensitive



24 CATECHISM OF PALMISTRY

and refined nature, but such a person has not enough force
or aggressive power to push his way in the world to insure
success.

114. What do Short nails indicate ?—Short nailed people
are critics, are fond of taking notice of things in detail, and
possess much courage and desire to resist.

115. What does a Short and broad nail indicate ?—This is a
sign of a domineering nature, sharp and shrewd, but rather
overbearing and meddlesome. If, however, the whole hand is
otherwise good, these characteristics become modified into
good natured sarcasm and love of criticism, contradiction, ete.
Persons possessing these nails are active and orderly in their
habits and work.

116. What do Round nails indicate --Round nails indicate
a passionate disposition, a quick and hasty temper, but one
which is soon over, leaving no grudge or ill-will behind it.
Very red nuils also show the same tendencies.

117. What do Long and dark colowred nails indicate ?—
Owners of this class of nail will have a tendency to be deceit-
ful and cunning, and of a brutal temper: they are cruel in
disposition unless the rest of the hand abound in favourable
signs.

118. Do the finger nails show the condition of the health ?—
Yes, to a certain extent: for instance, thin nails with the tips
bent inward, are signs of a weak constitution, and very pale
nails show a weak condition of the blood and consequent ir-
regularity in the circulation.



CHAPTER 111
Trades and Professions

119. What form of hand is best for mechanical purswits 2—
The Spatulate type rather hard, with long Second phalanges,
a good strong thumb and broad palm: if the band is soft
there will be a greater love for mental, than for physical
mechanics, and a desire to superintend rather than to do all
kinds of work personally.

120. What combinalion is best for business hands 2 — A Square
or Square-Spatulate type with a long Fourth finger and a
strong First phalange of thumb, a full palm and joints
developed, makes a good combination for business, as it unites
the capacity for business with a love of truth, justice, and
equity.

121. What form of hand is best for a scientific purswit ?—
Square or slightly Spatulate (Square-Spatulate) fingers,
knotty joints and a large thumb is the form which character-
ises the true scientific person.

122. What type or combination of types constitutes the irue
poet 2—A person with Conical fingers, smooth joints, and a
small thumb, must of necessity be a poet at heart, whatever
his education or surroundings may be, as he possesses all the
elements of inspiration, impulse and high-flown sentiments.
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PART II

CHIROMANCY

CHAPTER I

Introduction to Palmistry

123. What is Palmistry or Chiromancy >—The science or art
of reading the character, past, present, and the probable
future, of an individual from the marks, lines, etc., on the
palms and fingers of the hands, hence it is called Palmistry.

124. Has Palmistry been long practised in Europe 7—Occa-
sional books have been published upon the subject since the
year 1448, but it was not until the last fifty years or so that
it was taken much notice of, although nearly all Eastern
countries were acquainted with its principles thousands of
years ago. It is to the Eastern sages that we are indebted
for the preservation of the knowledge of the art.

125. What is the history of Chiromancy?—1t is of such
ancient date that its birth is lost in the obscurity of past
ages, whilst its light and beauty have improved with the
march of physiological and mental science. 1t is so ancient
that the sages practised it at Buddha’s birth, which occurred
about 550 B.C. Hartleib wrote upon it as early as 1448, and
Aristotle was the author of an article upon its merits in
1490; but dim records of the Eastern magicians practising it
long before the Christian era are lnnded down to us, thus
proving the science of Palmistry able to hold its own, and to

26



INTRODUCTION TO PALMISTRY 27

live through all assaults, fierce as they may have been upon
it at times.

126. Why has Palmistry not made better progress ?—It has
made far better progress than is generally supposed, but
owing to the fact of the law standing as it now does in
relation to it, the students and believers of this branch of
character reading, cannot ply their profession in a manner
likely to attract public attention; but it is impossible to
converse with any well read und educated person of reasonable
mind, without finding them firm supporters of the science.
The day, however, is not far distant, when Palmistry will be
second to but few methods of reading character, health and
tendencies, both by its support from the upper and lower, as
well as from the middle classes.

127. What is the difference between gipsy fortune telling and
scientific Palmistry >—The fortune telling practised by some
gypsies and mendicants, is a pretence to tell the future by
having the hand crossed with money. This is stated by them
to “work the oracle” and the amount of information given
depends upon the amount of money received. This will at
once be seen to have nothing whatever to do with scientific
Palmistry; however, it cannot be denied that fortune tellers
have long been and are able to tell something of the past.
present and future of individuals, when coming in contact
with them, as there is every reason to believe that some are
seers, or gifted with second sight; but so far as 1 am aware
the mere act of crossing the hand with money, per se, does
not enable the fortune teller to read the future any more than
without it. This statement must not be taken as a denial to
the power of Psychometry which is another thing altogether.
The true Palmist can give a reason for all his statements,
whereas the fortune teller cannot.

128. Is Palmistry reliable>—Yes, in the hands of a com-
petent person, most decidedly so, but those persons wishing
to test and prove for themselves cannot be too particular as
to whom they submit their hands for a reading, as grievous
mistakes are sometimes made, and untold mischief effected
through the ignorance of amateurs, who, desirous of saying
something unusual have blighted lives through their startling
prognostications, none of which perhaps had any foundation
as far as the science of Palmistry is concerned.

129. Why are there so many opponents to Palmistry >—Be-
cause of ignorance of its principles and teachings Tt is gen-
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erally the case with this as with all else, those who are
most severe in their judgment, are most ignorant on the
subject; whereas no one should offer their opinion without
first studying it and all the kindred sciences leading up to
it, such as Physiology, Electricity, etc., as the following extract
will tend to show. “It is a well-known fact that there are
more nerves in the hand than in any other part of the body,
and in the palm they are more numerous than in any other
part of the hand. The palms also contain a great number of
corpuscles, which are arranged in regular rows, and are con-
sidered to be a cause of the lines in the hands. A science
which has been firmly believed in, and practised by men of
great learning ought not to be lightly treated by those who
have never made it a subject of study.” (W. H. Cotton,
Future, Jan. 1893.)

130. Are there mot two hands alike, or so similar that the
same characteristics are aseribed to each?—Undoubtedly there
are similarities in the marking of hands, in the same way
as there are faces similar to each other; but there are no two
faces alike, and neither are there two hands whose markings
are exactly the same.

131. How are the great variety of lines in the hands ac-
counted for ?—On the same principle that no two characters are
alike. HKach person has his or her own individuality, and
since there is the law of correspondence running throughout
all nature, the hands must retain their distinct individuality,
just in proportion as the character is an individual one.

132. Is it necessary to know both Chirognomy and Chiromancy
before being able to read hands properly ?—Yes, because although
the character may be told from the shape of the hands alone,
circumstances and influences from others, as shown by the
lines, etc., on the hand, will have much bearing upon the
manifestation or the suppression of the characteristics; and
likewise the shape of the hands have much influence upon the
marks, lines, ete., as will be seen further on.

133. Is the system of hand physiognomy applicable in the
case of children ?—It is not reliable before the age of seven
at least, for up to that time the life of the child is moulded
by others, but soon after then it begins to think for itself
and thus its course in life is, to a certain extent, shaped by
the action of its own individuality upon its surroundings.

134. Is there any particular time when the hands can be
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read to the best advantage?—The hands can be best read in a
normal condition, rather than when heated by exercise or after
a full meal; the conditions of the body should also be normal
if possible and the morning or fore part of the day is best
for this.

135. How is the hand dealt with in Palmistry ?—The different
parts of the hands are classified as follows:—1. Mounts.
2. Lines. 8. Crosses and Lesser signs; all of which will be
dealt with in their proper order.



CHAPTER 11
The Mounts
Section 1. THE MOUNTS.

186. What is meant by a mount >—The fleshy ball which is
situate on the palm of the hand, at the root of the thumb
and each finger, also at the percussion or outer edge of the
hand. Some mounts are towering, others spreading.

137. What are the names of the mounts P—Jupiter, Saturn,
Apollo (also called Sun), Mercury, Mars, Moon (also called
Luna), and Venus.

138. Where are the different mounts located >—1. 'The
mount of Jupiter is located at the root of the First finger.
2. Saturn at the root of the Second finger. 3. Apollo at the
root of the Third finger. 4. Mercury at the root of the Fourth
finger. 5. There are two mounts of Mars, one located on the
percussion of the hand, immediately below Mercury’s mount,
and the other below Jupiter’s mount: the centre of the palm
between these two mounts is called the Plain of Manrs.
6. Moon, located opposite the root of the thumb: it is divided
from the mount of Mars by the extreme end of the middle
line going across the hand, and reaches to the centre of the
hand at the base, but does not enter the hollow or palm of
the hand: it is divided from the mount of Venus by the Life
line. 7. Venus is the lower part of the thumb on the palm
side of the hand: it is enmcircled by the Life line running
round its base like a hill surrounded by a river.

139. What does the mount of Jupiter indicate>—When defi-
cient it indicates a cold, selfish nature, a want of dignity and
self-respect, and an utter disregard for religion or things of a

30
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sacred mature. Such persons are ungentlemanly and vulgar,
and are seldom good looking. If fwll it indicates noble am-
bition, love of nature, noble desires, much generosity, and love
of religion. If excessive in development it indicates a super-
stitious nature, exaggerated pride, and much self-esteem. Such
persons love pomp and show, are extravagant, loud talkers,
usually handsome and gallant, but proud and self-sustained,
and will proudly suffer rather than submit.

140. What does the mount of Saturn indicate>—When de-
ficient the individual will have a very insignificant life; no-
thing of great importance or great moment will occur to influ-
ence him, but he will be devoid of much of the misery, if
robbed of the fame, ete., which Saturn brings. If full it indi-
cates prudence and wisdom, a certain amount of success in
life, also a nature grave and sensitive, with a tendency to
occult study. If ewcessively developed it indicates a predispo-
sition to melancholia, and a tendency to commit suicide, al-
though a very decided dread of the after life. It also shows
the individual to be very sensitive and particular in most
things, and fascinated by anything mysterious and occulf, at
the same time there is a curious indifference to public opinion.

141. What does the mount of Apollo indicate >—I1f deficient it
indicates a deficiency of artistic ideas and tastes, no desire for
embellishment, a disregard for popularity and a nature tending
more to materialism than to anything high or ethereal. If
full it indicates love of art, musie, sculpture, and literature of
a poetical order, inventive and imitative power, love of beauty,
perfection and show, as also of the applause of the world;
such persons are usually eloquent and also affectionate, but
owing to their high ideas, they are seldom fortunate in mar-
riage. If emcessive it indicates vanity, frivolity, excessive vain
glory, and a tendency to do anything for the sake of applause
or renown.

142. What does the mount of Mercury indicate?—When
deficient in development it shows a want of intellect; no ca-
pacity for science or literature, resulting in a dull, negative,
cheerless existence in which others do the thinking. If full
it indicates love of change, trouble and excitement, but elo-
quence, activity, cheerfulness, and desire for renown; good
capacity for scientific invention and commercial pursuits com-
bined with love for occult studies, but extending only to the
practical. If ewxcessive it indicates impudence and falsehood,
also a love of gain to such an extent that any means will
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used to acquire it, so that theft and kleptomania, etc. are the
results.

143. What does the mount of Mars indicate >—If deficient in
development it indicates a cowardly spirit, a want of self-
command, and inability to lead or govern others. If full it
indicates courage, passive resistance, resignation in misfortune
and resolution; ability to lead and command, and much
warmth and ardour in all undertakings. That portion situate
under Mercury, indicates passive courage or coolness, and that
portion situate under Jupiter active courage or aggression and
promptness of action. If excessive and spreading into the
centre of the hand it indicates defiance of manner, a violent,
insulting and cruel nature; it makes the subject hot-blooded
and impetuous, and unless the reason is strong it shows an
inclination to sensuality and tyranny.

144. What does the mount of Moon indicate >—When deficient
in development it indicates an utter absence of all poetical
tastes and imagination, therefore the nature is prosaic. If
full it indicates a dreamy, sentimental nature, imaginative
powers, love of mystery, power for occultism, a deep intuitive
perception, reliability in dreams and presentiments: a restless,
romantic and poetical nature, fond of solitude, but not much
power of expression and no self-reliance. If excessive it in-
dicates irritability, caprice unregulated, a morbid melancholy
and fanatical imagination. Such persons would take pleasure
in mournful and painful thoughts: they would have a sort
of half mad joy in cherishing each pain, a fond caressing of
foes’ fiercest darts.

145. What does the mount of Venus indicate 2—I1f deficient
in development it indicates a cold, mean and selfish nature
with no taste, in fact an utter dislike, for the society of the
opposite sex, and not much life force or vitality; and what-
ever friendships are formed are purely of a platonic, and not
of a soulful type. This, however, is rarely seen, as it is con-
trary to all else in nature, and is the outcome of a perversion
of nature’s laws. If full it indicates love of beauty, melody
in musie, dancing, a tender and affectionate nature though of
a sexual order: i1t shows love of pleasure, a benevolent dispo-
sition, desirous of giving pleasure to others, and a wish to be
prepossessing as well as a love of society, with capacity
for painting, for musical and for poetical occupations. If
excessive it indicates an excessive fondness for material and
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sensual pleasures, a nature given to debauchery, vanity, flir-
tation and inconstancy: it also shows a love of and capacity
for a long existence, especially when that part nearest the
wrist is very large.

Section 2. THE COMBINATION OF MOUNTS.

146. What relation have the mounts to the health 2—It has
been observed that when certain mounts are excessive in devel-
opment, the person is liable to suffer from certain diseases:
thus with Jupiter excessive, there is a liability to lung and
chest disorders, sudden fevers and apoplexy. With Saturn
excessive there is a liability to nervous disorders, and affec-
tions of the hones, joints, spleen and teeth. With Apollo ex-
cessive, there is a liability to weak sight, and other eye diseases,
also brain affection, weakness of heart, spine, etc. With Mer-
cury excessive, there is a liability to bilious attacks, coughs,
impediments of speech, and a tendency to insanity. With
Mars excessive, there is a liability to small-pox, fevers, throat
affections, hemorrhoids, and accidents from minerals and wea-
pons. With Moon excessive, there is a liability to melancholia,
madness, dropsy, consumption and accidents by water. * With
Venus excessive there is a tendency to suffer from hysteria
and female disorders; more especially if the mount of Moon
be equal in development.

147. How can it be judged whether a mountis deficient, full,
or excessive >—In comparing it with the development of the
whole hand: for instance, if Jupiter’s mount be deficient, the
hand will seem lean and small in that particular locality;
but if it be full there will be a fleshy lump on that part, and
if excessive that part of the hand will look too large in
proportion to the other parts.

148. Does a single mount affect the character to the exclusion of
all others 2—Sometimes, but it is a very rare occurrence, for
generally two or three are equal in influence; hence it follows
that the character will show a combination of the powers or

* This is perhaps the most important mount. If thick and rather
short, it shows strength of constitution and depth of feeling. If long
and thin, it denotes inactivity of the system and great weakness:
if very full at top part (near Mars) it indicates a gouty and bilious
tendency: if full in the centre, it is a sign of internal weakness:
but the best and happiest characteristics are indicated when it is
larger at its base, than at the top near to Mars.

3
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qualities indicated by the mount strongest in influence, and
the lesser developed mounts will indicate the weakest parts
of the character.

149. If one mount is predominant must it of necessity indicate
the leading traits of the character >—Most certainly, a predomi-
nance of power must have a predominance of effect and
influence upon the character, but all the signs in the hand
should be taken into account before judgment is given.

150. Can it be ascertained whether a large development of
any mount indicates good or bad characteristics >—This may he
easily ascertained (in a general way) from the tips of the
fingers: for instance, if the finger be Spatulate the character-
istics will tend to the material qualities of the mount; if
Square the influence shown by the mount will be absorbed
and used by the reason; and if Psychical the manifestations
of characteristics will be idealistic, intuitive, and imaginative.

151. When all the mounts are equal in development what
does it indicate >—It is a sign of an harmonious character, one
which will go through life without much friction, but the
person will be devoid of great pleasures as well as have an
absence of great trouble.

152. When one mount runs into another what does it indicate 2
—A strong, well-developed mount or factor in the character,
attracts towards it weaker traits: for instance, a well-developed
mount of Mercury will attract a weaker mount of Apollo, and
then the artistic tendencies indicated by the latter, will be
drawn into the stronger currents of the former, and thus
artistic capacity will be made to serve the ends of commer-
cialism or science shown by the mount of Mercury.

188. Adre any of the mounts more particularly developed on
the Spatulate hand ?—Yes: for instance, in a Spatulate hand,
where the fingers are longer than the palm, Mercury is usually
large, and there is a good amount of intuition, versatility, and
scientific ability displayed in the character; but if the fingers
are shorter than the palm Mars will generally be found full
and the nature will be a bold and courageous one, fond of
field sports, agriculture, etc., but rather sensual.

154. Are any of the mounts more particularly developed on
the Squure type of hand 2 —If the type is Square, the hand
large and the fingers knotty, Venus is often fully developed,
and it indicates respect of persons and for those in authority:
love of order and things practical rather than ornamental,
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a reasonable, but very romantic nature; if, however, the fingers
and palm are of the same length, Jupiter will be well defined
and the person will be domesticated, practical, fond of mate-
rial comforts, and will show a considerable amount of respect
for persons.

155. Are any of the mounts more particularly developed on
the Psychical type of hand ?—Yes, with the Psychical hand
thick at the base, and short fingers, Venus is usually large
and the subject possesses a love of luxury, refined tastes, and
a lazy and luxurious disposition; such persons are usually good
singers: but if the fingers are longer than the palm the
mount of Moon will be well developed, consequently the char-
acter will partake greatly of those qualities which the mount
of Moon indicates.

156. What does a well-developed mount of Jupiter indicate
on the different types of hands?—On the Spatulate type of
hand it indicates love of rule and sway, amountling almost o
tyranny and despotism; on the Square hand it indicates an
increase of pride, self-respect and also love of show: but in the
Psychical type of hand an increased love and ardour for re-
ligion and religious exercises will be manifested.

167. What does a well-developed mount of Saturn indicate
on the different types of hands ?—On the Spatulate hand it
serves to cool the dash, ardour and enthusiasm of the subject
by imparting prudence and discretion; on the Square type
it shows a love for scientific religion, rather than a belief in
set forms, creeds, and ceremonies, more especially if the fingers
are knotty, which also indicates much love of reason; and on
the Psychical type it reduces the effect of an active imagina-
tion and idealism by throwing a veil of prudence over it.

158. What does a well-devoloped mount of Apollo indicate
on the different types of hands?—On the Spatulate hand it in-
dicates a desire for wealth and luxury; on the Square hand
love of art in things practical only, or vealistic art; on the
Psychical hand it shows an exaggerated love of glory, and an
intensified love of beautiful, ideal, and perfect states.

159. What does a well -developed mount of Mercury indicate
on the different types of hands 7—On the Spatulate hand it in-
dicates an increase of force and vehemence in desire for car-
rying out ideas; on the Square hand, clearness of ideas either
for science or commerce; and on the Psychical hand an in-
crease of the ornamental powers which Mercury indicates.
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180. What does a well-developed mount of Mars indicate on
‘the different types of hands #—On the Spatulate hand it indi-
cates love of martial and field sports and a desire to over-
come all opposition; on the Square hand it indicates vehe-
mence to enforce method, order, etc.; and on the Psychical
hand love of pictures representing battle fields, naval engage-
ments, and so on.

161. What does a well-developed mount of Moon indicate on
the different type of hands?—On the Spatulate hand it indicates
an active imagination for the planning of new schemes, but
it also embellishes the practical prosaic nature and shows
poetic tendencies; on the Square type it indicates a constant
struggle between the desire to act in accordance with the
imagination, and the wish {o deal with facts pure and simple;
on the Psychical type it shows an increase of imagination, a
heightened desire for perfection, and if the hand is soft the
character will be dreamy, unpractical and idle, but if the
hand is firm and rather hard there will be good capacity for
literature and art, as well as for poetry.

162. What does « well-developed mount of Venus indicate
on the different types of hands?—Since the mount of Venus in-
dicates the desire to please, gracefulness, and love of melody,
its development upon any type of hand shows an increase of
that subtle something which in man is called “ manly ” and in
woman “loveliness”, “grace”, “feminine charms”, etc.

183. When Jupiter's mount is equally developed with each of
the other mounts, what does it indicate >—Jupiter and Saturn
both fully developed indicate that the fate is a decided one,
which strengthens and aids the ambition and good intentions
of Jupiter, thus proclaiming the goodness of the individual;
it also shows love of general knowledge and science from an
amateur point of view, with excellent power to individualize
men and things. Kqual with Apollo it is a sure indication
of wealth and celebrity by scientific talent, as well as by
fortune and dignity. Jupiter and Mercury both full shows
an equal amount of ambition and capacity for science and
commercial ability for the wholesale line of business; Jupiter
and Mars both well-developed indicate a strong desire to
rise and conquer in opposition; these mounts are generally
equal on the hands of officers of the Army and Navy: such
persons would manifest a desire to excel in literature, music,
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etc, and with Venus equal to Jupiter there would be a strong
desire for praise, much vanity and a tendency to conceit.

184. What effect has a large thumb with the first joint well
developed upon a large mount of Jupiter 7—This combination
indicates a love for religion and things of a sacred character,
combined with a love of freedom in thought, and liberty to
think out things for self.

165. When Saturn’s mount is equally developed with other
different mounts what does it indicate 2—Equally developed with
Apollo, it shows that inspiration, art and exiravagance are
subdued by the serious reflections from Saturn; equal with
Mercury it indicates a sullen revengeful nature, falsehood in
love affairs, and a tendency to dishonest practices in business,
but love of antiquarian research and talent for medical
science; equal with Mars it indicates aggressive power, an
audacious character, eccentricity in beliefs and opinions as
well as a lack of moral tastes; equal with the mount of
Moon it indicates large intuition, power of comprehending
things very quickly, an active but sober imagination and
extraordinary powers for investigating occult science. It also
affects the health and shows a tendency to indigestion and
insomnia. Saturn equally developed with Venus indicates
piety, a desire for truth in religion and hence a tendency for
things occult. The effect of Venus upon the gloomy influences
of Saturn is to bring life and vivacity, beauty and grace into
the mature, and so counterbalance its depressing power, but
there is a tendency for jealous suspicion and a love of display,
although these things are mostly under control.

166. When the mount of Saturn leans towards Jupiter what
does it indicate?—This shows an increase of the earnestness
and seriousness of the religious tendencies which Jupiter
indicates, but tones down to a solemn and serious nature that
ambition which a large development of that mount is a
sign of.

187. When the mount of Saturn leans to Apollo what does
it indicate?—This threatens a fatality which must be striven
against, for it is the gloom of Saturn trying to shut out the
light of the Sun (Apollo) and it has the effect of making the
subject sad and taciturn.

168. When the mount of Apollo is equal in development with
the various other mounts what does it indicate ?—FEqually devel-
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oped with the mount of Mercury it indicates love of justice,
scientific research and eloquence, but all artistic instinects
will be subject to the desire for commercial prosperity; there
will also be much cheerfulness and hopefulness in the nature.
Equally developed with Mars it is an indication of much
energy and ardour in the pursuit of art and also perseverance
and force of action, with a love of representing active life in
art. Equal in development with the mount of Moon it indi-
cates light-heartedness, good sense, and imaginative powers;
and equally developed with Venus, it shows poetry of motion,
affability, artistic grace and a desire to please others.

189. When Mercury is equally developed with the various
other mounts what does it indicate>—When equal in develop-
ment with Mars it indicates a love of argument and strife,
especially of words; sprightliness, rapidity of thought and
motion, and a tendency to disbelief or infidelity, but it is
seldom that Mercury is seen in equal development with Mars.
Equal with the mount of Moon, it indicates intuition in deep
scientific subjects and invariably a good amount of financial
success; when Mercury is equal in development with Venus,
we find sympathy, eloquence, good fortune, humour, and often
sincere piety, but if the hands have other unfavourable signs
this combination will show a tendency towards meddlesomeness
and inconstancy.

170. When are the characteristics of Mercury most favour-
ably indicated >—When Mercury is equal in development with
Jupiter or with Venus; but it is only when in conjunction
with an equal development of Saturn that the evil aspects of
_this mount are manifested.

171. When Mercury leans towards the mount of Apollo what
does it indicate?—Commercial instinet of an artistic nature and
a love of speculation; it is also a sign of eloquence.

172. What shape of hands are best for the favourable mani-
festations of Mercury's characteristics ?—Rather long hands, fin-
gers smooth and soft, and the type mixed; the finger of Mercury
long and pointed with the First joint developed, and the
mount cut with deep straight lines; this combination indicates
much power of thought, ability to reason on scientific subjects,
a,ndlcapacity to succeed both in the commercial and scientific
world.

178. How will short fingers affect the manifestation of Mer-
cury's characteristics ?—By indicating that the ideas, actions
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and words of the subject are brief and concise, and the
manner of doing all things impulsive and hasty: such persons
are very often envious, though amiable generally, and for the
sake of having success would be inclined to take up many
different pursuits, especially if others were having success in
them.

174. When Mars is equal in development with the various
other mounts what does it indicate ?—Fqually developed with
the mount of Moon it indicates love of navigation, an active
imagination, love of tales and adventure, army life, etc.;
equally developed with the mount of Venus it indicates much
ardour in love, warm affectionate tenderness, and love of mar-
tial music, but a jealous nature and inclination to sensuality.

176. Is Mars affected by « large or small thumb?—Yes, a
large thumb with Mars well developed indicates that the
subject is able to keep his temper under, to be persevering,
but calm and not erratic; if the thumb is short or small, a
good development of Mars indicates strength and courage to
overcome the impulse shown by the short thumb.

176. When the mounts of Moon and Venus are equal in
development what does it indicate >—A romantic temperament,
whole hearted devotion, an idealistic and fantastic nature, and
also much interest in all love matters and works of fiction.

177. What effect has a hard hand wpon a large development
of the mount of Moon?—The hardness of the hand shows the
addition of great activity to the imagination indicated by a
large mount of Moon, and the subject will thereby be able
to make good use of those powers by exercising them in a
practical direction.

178. What influence has a large mount over one a trifle

smaller ?—A large mount influences one a trifle smaller than
itself, for the better manifestation of its own qualities.



CHAPTER III
The Palms

179. In what way does the palm reveal character ?— First, the
palm is divided into three parts representing the three worlds,
material, intellectual, and Divine, in the same manner as the
thumb and fingers are. That part of the hand including the
mounts of Venus and the Moon up to the Head line (see
Plate IX), represents the animal nature or material world;
that space between the Head line and the Heart line including
the mount of Mars, represents the intellectual world or
reasoning powers; whilst that portion above the Heart line
to the roots of the fingers indicates the extent of the moral
and intuitive powers, or the influence of the divine world upon
our nature. Thus we see that a generalisation of the character
is arrived at by a single glance at the hand.

180. Do all Palmists divide t