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PREFACsI TO SECOND EDITION

INCE this little work was first issued to the public

Guch strange revelations have come from France

that it is felt that a work on “ Modern Magic ” with-
out  fairly full notice of these would be most incomplete.
Reliable witnesses have come forward who assert that
the black mass is celebrated in at least four places of
worship in Paris alone, and in these “temples” Satan is
worshipped as a purely evil spirit.

What is the black mass? I will give at once a de-
scription of it from the pages of M. Huysmans. This
gentleman, accorgiing to the evue desa])eux Mondes, is the
leading expositor of the cultus® Disgusted with modern
materialism he plunged mto the fine mysticism*of St. John

*f the Cross, Gorris, Fenelon. He went for experiment
for some time into a monastery of Trappists. He ex-
amined everything Spiritisme, Sqtanisme. Two novels,
partly biographical, were the result? Iirone of these the
hero, Durtal, 1s ?al'ﬁn by a fashionabieymdy me de
Chantelouve, to a black mass performed by~a renegade
priest, Canon Docre. I condense the nerfive and soften
it considerably. With bl#k massea . Bowdler is quite
a necessary institution.

With Madame de Chantelouve Durtal entered a chapel
with a low ceillhg supported by tarred beams. Its win-
dows were hidden with great curtains, its walls were dis-
colouredfand fissured. Durtal staggered. A gas stove

.hammed, an abominable smell of blue mould, damp, new
stoves, alkalis, and smouldering aromatic herbs and resins
half suffocated him. Carefully he felt his way in the
darkness, which two sanctuary lamps scarcely relieyed,
though hung in suspenders of gilt bronze and pink glass,
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In a corner certain worshippers, chiefly women, were to
be detected, solémn and silent. Their faces were hidden.
‘An unhealthy looking child dressed in scarlet began to
light the candles at the altar. This was the ordinary
altar of French churches, with a tabernacle surmounted
with a crucifix which had been subjected to shocking
indignities. The candles were black, a%d a smell of pitche
joined itself to the other pestilences of the apartment.

“It is a real chapel ?”’ Durtal said to the lady. .

“Yes, these are the remains of an old cen'vent of the
dJrsulines which for some time was used for storing hay.
That stout lady there bought it up. Those ladies and
gentlemen hiding a little in the shade are Satanigucs.”

“T feel quite suffocated. From what part of earth,
heaven, or hell, come the fearful stenches of those
brasiers ?

“ Henbane and datura, myrrh and nightshade! These
are the perfumes that delight Satan, our Master.”

The lady said these last words with a changed voice
and a strange solemnity. Her eyes quivered and she was
very pale. - N

Suddenly all the worsLippers ran forward and knelt
down on the chairs, Canon Docre had come in.

Preceded by the unhealthy choir boy who had beens
joined by an unhealthy companion, the priest advanced
to the altar, He was strongly but clumsily bult, and

* wore a red cap atlorned with t\wo bison horns in red stuff.
His chasuble was of the form of ordipary chasubles, but
of the colour of dried blood. Conspicuous in front of it,
in a triangle adorned with an arabesque of colchicum,
savin, euphorbia and long leaved sorrel, a he-goat
standing upright presented his horns.

“It's an ordinary low mass,” whispered Durtal to the
lady. The priest was going throughe the prescribed
genuflexions and bows of the Catholic ritual, and the two
unhealthy children on their knees were respanding to
his Latin chant wjith screaming voices. . .

Madame de Chantelouve gave a sign of negation; and
soon a variation occurred. The children went out and
broyght in a number of incense burners and brasiers, and
fhe congregation eagerly seized these and allowed the
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mephitic fumes to invade their nostrils and their lungs.
Soon dresses were unhooked, and groars and faintings
were abundant. ¢ .

The priest now descended the stairg of the altar still
facing® the burlesque crucifix. He knelt down on the
last step, and pronounced an address in metallic tones.

“Master of scaddals! Dispenser of the benefits and
booty of crime! Administrator of sumptuous sins and
great vices! Satan, it is thee whom we adore, logical
God, jlist God! ’

“ Legate of false agonies thou driest our lying tears,
thou savest the honour of families by hiding our shame
and our secret sins. To poverty in its exasperation, and
defeat in its humiliation, thou bringest hypocrisy, in-
gratitude, pride, to defend us from the attacks of the
children of God—the rich.

“ Suzerain of hate, accountant-general of scorns and in-
justices, thou givest to the injured man vengeances,
murders, the ineffable joy of completed reprisals. Thy
name is Pleasure! Thy home is Nature! Thou de-
hightest not in the sterile lives of priests and nuns and
their death-like tbrpor. Thou lgvest IMst! Thou listenest
to carnal prayers. .

o ‘“Master, thy faithful servants on their knees implore

thee to vouchsafe to them the ecstasies that result from

forbidden deeds, they pray thee to help them in casting

those malefic spells which gout mahis reason. They pray.
thee to forgive them if they desire the torture of, their

neighbours. In a %vord, they ask of thee glory, richess

power. They and thou are of the disinherited of the

fniverse.”

The Canon then assailed the figure on the cross, and
poured out a flow of blasphemy that I need not write
down., He finished by blessing the congregation with
his left hand. , Then came the ignoble and filthy ter-
minationfof the rites. The congregation, as mad as
_the possessed zealots of an American revival meeting,
scrambled for the sacramental wafer after the Canon had
indecently outraged it.

Is all this the turbid dream of a romance writer of
extra French theatrical procliyities? Are these wordhip
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ers a few crazy enthusiasts masquerading, as it were,
1n the devil-clothes of a carnival masked ball? Not at
ald, says M. Huysmans : the worship of Satan is the worship
of wealth, distinetion, power. g‘he Church affects to
despise these things, and promises in their stead ‘a bea-
tific immortality which no serious thinkers now believe
in.
“ The principle of evil and the principle of good, the
God of the light and the God of the darkness, two rivals,
dispute for our souls. In the present nineteefith cdntury
it 18 evident that the good Deity is down, and the bad
‘ne has the world all to himself.” Thus a Sataniste
argues 1 the work. These zealots are far from .being
few and unimportant :— o

“ Confessors of convents, prelates, abbesses, are amongst
them, and in Rome, the centre of modern magic, high
dignitaries. The lay element is recruited from rich
classes. That explains how scandals are smothered
away.”

“The crucial point,” says M. Huysmans, “is to conse-
crate the host and destine it to infamoug usages. Every-
thing is in that. *The rest varies, there is no regular
ritual for the black mass.” The French author gives
receipts for this from Psellus, e operatione Doemonum,,
and other grim sources. Two conflicting ideas seem to
dominate these.

1. The Satunigtes af® the first group seem to be real
Chrisians ; that is, believers in the Incarnation and in
Transubstantiation. In consequence ‘they consider it of
vital importance to have a fully ordained priest for the
rites, and real wafers stolen from the churches. Th3
dominant idea seems to be that the most delicate flattery
to Satan is to let him witness real insults to a Christ
really present. °

2. The second group make up their wafers of babies’
blood and every conceivable filth. This seenRy a grim
burlesque of the Christian’s main rite by sceptics, for
they can scarcely hold that it would please Satan to "
transubstantiate himself in ordure.

The head of what is called Occult Masonry, in France,
as dstinguished from the “ Atheistic Freemasons of the



Preface to Second Edition, ix
2

Grand Orient,” has published a pamphlet in which he
announces that this black mass is non-existent. To this
pamphlet of M. Papus I shall return. Heré I shalle
merely quote an interesting article feom the Daily
Chroniclg, December 20th, 1895.

“The subject of devil-worship in France is one which
=m England will pro®oke a shudder or a smile. The fact,
however, that there are now four conventicles in Paris in
which the creed and liturgy of the Evil One are set forth
cannot Tail foeinterest & curious observer. Two able
writers, M. Jules Bois and M. Huysmans, have quite
recently unearthed the records of the dreadful Abbé
Guibourg’s ¢ black’ mass, in which Madame de Monte-
span was the blasphemous devotee. Dr. G. Legué, in a
volume entitled, Médecins et Empoisonneurs au XVIIE
Siécle, records beyond all cavil that the ‘Tout Paris’
of a couple of hundred years ago flocked clandestinely to
the hideous chapel in the Rue de Beauregard, in which
uncleanliness and infanticide were raised to the dignity
of a new religion. The interest of to-day, however, lies
in that end-of-thexentury Satanism, which baffles all
comprehension, M. Jules Boig with* whom I have
repeatedly conversed on the subject, makes a, point of
ergphasising the distinction between the Satanists and
Luciferians. The latter take the Spirit of Evil as a rebel
deity, and are the adherents of his supposed insurrection
against a supreme being. Tehey hava, 1t appears, always
existed in Paris.

“The real devil-whrshippers are, however, the most
topical French sect of these latter days. Their puzzling
profanity is now a matter of grave study. Their temples
are in the Rue Jacob, the Rue Rochechouart, and within
a few yards of the Panthéon. Ounly the initiated are
admitted. The #Bishops of Grenoble, Versailles, and
Orleans have thought it necessary to issue pastorals,

ering tifir clergy to guard the tebernacles in their
chugches from profanation. Not long ago a service of
‘Reparation ’ was performed at Notre Dame, because the
consecrated hosts were stolen from a side chapel. The
silver-gilt ciborium in which they were placed was left
behind, so that it was made clgar that the act \;vas ot «
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that of a vulgar thief. These hosts are obtained by the
feminine Sat&nists, who take them to the conventicles
of the sect, where they are treated in sacrilegious fashion.
Those who have witnessed these fiendish functions men-
tion certain phrases which even in books on thé subject
are narrated in Latin footnotes. The most noteworthy
feature of the downright Satanism‘of to-day is that ¥
necessarily symbolises an acceptance of revealed dogma
and of a personal devil. The followers actually profess
that the being whom they describe as the-vAnquished foe
of the Archangels Michael and Raphael actually mani-
fests himself to them on certain occasions. Sheer lunacy
appears at first to be the only adequate explanation of
this extraordinary flock. So far no priest hasejoined
their ranks, and this fact probably accounts for the steal-
ing of consecrated wafers. A Satanist hymn-book has
been privately printed, and I may add that surpliced
boy choristers assist at the services. The calendar is a
blasphemous reversal of the old Christian dates, The
great feast of the year is Good Friday. It is probable
that the doings of the Satanists will soon be known to
the general publit. But I question whether the Parisians
will ever take kindly to this unspeakable sect.”

The evidence for the Luciferists stands on a dlﬁ’eraﬂt
basis from the evidence of Satanism. Many initiates
and other writers have come forward with works that
are mostly bulky..'We have Dr. Bataille (Hacke), M
Jules Bois, M. de la Rive. But the writer that has
created the greatest sensation in Catholic circles is a Miss
Diana Vaug%ran, Grand Mistress of New York, and Presi-
dent of the Triangle, Phébé La Rose. She has since
joined the Catholic Church, and has written her confes-
sions, entitled Memoires dune B Palladiste, and is on
many points an important witness. «c

In Charleston, after the war, was a Gengral Albert Pike.
This gentleman was born in 1809, He servyd throu o
the campaign on the Confederate side. General Pike ,wa.s
a Freemason and Rosicrucian, Grand Commander of the
Supreme Council of Charleston. America in those days
had gone quite mad on spirit-rapping. Albert Pike was

e aftnedium, and he conceiyed the happy idea of fusing the
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rap;};lers and the masons, and of animating the dry bones
in the valley. He formed an inner lodge 8f Pglladists—
a name was necessary. And a more important step was
taken, ladies were admitted to this innerflodge. By good
luck two of these turned out to be very strong mediums,
Miss Sophia Walder and Miss Diana Vaughan. The
success of the Pallad¥sts has been amazing. They quickly
overran America, and crossing the water, invaded France,
Italy, Fonstantinople, India. On the death of Albert
Pike, June 20th, 1881, one Lemmi, an Italian, usurped
his post, and the headquarters of the Palladists are now
at Rome.

Palladism on the surface seems a burlesque of the
Romam Catholic Church. Romanism may be called a
dualism with the Lord of the Bible (Adona1) for the good
spirit, and Lucifer with hoofs, horns, and a tail for the
evil spirit. Palladism reverses this. Adonai, who is not
so much Christ as the Romish Church personified, is the
evil spirit; and Lucifer, the light-bringer, is the Dieu
bon, retaining even his hoofs and his horns, for the Palla-
dium, the root-ward of ‘ Palladism,” is the grotesque
figure -with a goat’s head, horrs and hind legs, and a
stomach covered with scales, which figured as Baphomet
i» the old witch Sabbaths and the secret rites of the
Templars. The Palladists have seven sacraments. They
have their Pater, their Ave, their Gloria (Gloria Lucifero
Victori). They have their &redo. Here 18 is:—

“I believe in a begetting God, the principle of good,
who from all eternit’y has opposed the destructive God,
the pringigle of evil. I believe in imperishable humanity
renewi&self through the ages. I believe in the future
triumph of truth over falsehood, virtue over vice, justice
over arbitrary authority, knowledge over error, liberty
over despotism, redson over superstition, love over sterility,
light over ﬁark ess, good over evil.

“I beliese in rthe triumph of the great Architect of the
unyverse, our God, over Adonai, the God of the Priests.
Amen.”

It is difficult to see in this all the diabolical wickedness
that Dr. Bataille traces in it. This is the Pater. It
throws light on Palladist methods and Palladist thoughts
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“ Beloved Father, thou who livest in the heaven of
fire, the b{ome%f eternal glory, the rule of worlds finite
and infinite belongeth to thee, and thy name, the terror
of the superstitious, is through the ages blessed by the
initiates of pure heart. Long since thou mightest have
scattered the hypocrites that worship Adonai, and re-
generated the nations with thy relfgion, but thou art—

pirit, Wisdom,"Reason. Thou preferest that man of his
own intelligence should discern the truth, and thou hast
the patience of divine love. Thy will be cvrie.

“Us, thy faithful flock, support in our struggle with
the blasphemers of thy name, make thy light to shine
in our hearts, restore day by day our bodies and souls,
vouchsafing to us the benefits of health and matersal en-
joyment, and the knowledge which begets progress. Be
indulgent to our weaknesses if from time to time we
neglect our duties, but punish without pity all treason.
Preserve us from the corruptions of priests, and baffle
their snares. Deliver us from Adonai. Amen.”

The sacraments are :—

1. The Fire Baptism : lights are lit as in the illumination of the
early Church. c ;

2. U'Armenent. At the first degree of the supreme rite the neo-
phyte receives the symbolic arms. e

3. The Heptagathon. Charity, the duty of succouring the “ dis-
inherited of fortune,” etc.

4. Holy Sacrifice. Thig corresponds to the Catholic sacrament

< of marriage, but ‘the Phlladists afe accused of laving rather lax
notions about the eternity of the institution.

6. Kiss of the Magus. With this kiss ohe of the high spirits is
supposed to enter the body of the brother or sister.

6. The Eternal Pact. This corresponds, says Dr. Bataille, with
U'Ordre of the Catholics, to the vow-taking of priests and nuns.
Blood is let, and the Palladist signs the pact with this blood.

7. “ Preservation” is the extreme unction of the Romish Church,
t!xte ear, the mouth, etc., are made safo against evil spirits by solemn
rites.

'It 18 to be seen at once that the Lucﬁ'erismof Alb
Pike differs from Satanism. Even Dr. Bataille (Le Digble
au X1X* Siécle, vol. ii. p. 7565) confesses that the rites are
the rites of white magic not black. Miss Diana Vaughan
tells us that Albert Pike was a zealous mystic, a strong
«n&lium, & Rosicrucian of the highest initiations. He
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studied these mystical subjects with her fgther, who was
a direct descendant of the * Rosicrucian Alchemist
Thomas Vaughan,” about whom, however, she has made
some styange mistakes. At the death ®of Albert Pike,
Lemmi introduced as part of the ceremony initiating a
MaitresseTempliére the production of a genuine consecrated
wafer which the lady was called upon ,to stab with a
dagger. At once Miss Vaughan left the society, and
started gn igdependent periodical to advocate what she
called the bon# doctrine, the worship of the * Dieu bon
Lucifer.” It was called the Palladium Regénéré et
Libre. An interesting little work, Le Lalladisme, by D.
Margiotta shows (p. 48) that a fierce quarrel had sprung
up between Albert Pike and Lemmi before this. The
Italian mason had commissioned a poet named Carducci
to write a “ Hymn to Satan.” This “ was promptly sung
in all the Italian Triangles.”

The Palladists have litanies, the white mass, orisons.
They have the “ Gnostic sign of the cross.” They have
the scapulary, indulgences, medailles bénites. They have
nuns (les Cypriénifes) and convents. «They have their
“ miracles.” Dr. Bataille on th® point records a quaint
conversation that he had with Miss Diana Vaughan :—

4 It must be understood that this lady, brought up in

" Luciférianisme from her tenderest years, rebuts with
horror the charge of Satanisme. Shg considers us Catho-
lics in flagrant error. The®real Satdn in*her system is
Adonai, the God whgm we adore. We are the Satanists,
and the miracles ot Lourdes are the conjuring tricks
of the devil. Diabolic possession must be sought
amongst the Catholic saints, not in the ¢ Triangles’ of
the Palladists. For all that, Miss Vaughan venerates
sweet, religious men like St. Vincent de Paul, who will,
she holds, be hapgby for all eternity in the kingdom of
lelflS Bon Joucifee” (Le Diable au XIXC Siecle, vol. ii.,
i emust refer the reader to Dr. Bataille fer a full account
of the rites of Baphomet worship. The initiation of a
Mistress Templar 1s one of the most imposing. If we
may trust the somewhat crude photogravures of his wogk,
the costume for gentlemen on this occasion is a dress coat,
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a large battle;axe, and a white tie. Ladies are required
to make themselves up as much like Greek goddesses as
the modern balloon sleeves will sanction. The skirts
must be looped'up to expose the left leg as far as the
knee. In the hall to the east is a baldachino with scarlet
draperies covering the altar of Baphomet. The rest of
the hall is draped 1n white with costly hangings. -

Baphomet’s altar mimics the Catholic altar very
closely. It also has its tabernacle, with Jachin gnd Boaz
for the columns at the little door. Ordo®ad Chao is the
motto. A two-headed eagle figures above.

The Grand Master and General Mistress, with all their
‘ jewels,” squares, levels, sit on a raised platform:

Sisters and brothers now form two groups—the “cdamps”
they are called. Between these is the Pastos, a bedstead,
Greek pattern. On this was a brother in a shroud
counterfeiting Lazarus.

“ Miss Arabella,” tho lady to be initiated, dressed in
white, now appeared. She was put through a long cate-
chism. She was then required to give the corpse a kiss,
and say, “ Lazarys, arise!"” "

The meaning of many symbols was explained to her.
The barfen fig-tree was the Papacy; the goat-headed
God was ‘‘an emblem of power and fecundity.” He * has
the form of a he-goat, the figure of Pan. Between his’
]twﬁ l}orns is ‘the flaming pentagram, image of Divine
ig t.7 € «

The Grand Master: “ What is the name of the symbol
of the temple in our liturgy ?

The Grand Lady-lieutenant : * Baphomet.” o

The Grand Master: * What is the secret of the forma-
tion of this mystical name ?

The Grand Lady-lieutenant: ‘“ Read backwards, it gives
Tem. O. H. P. Ab.” ¢

The Grand Master: “ What is tha tronslation of
that ?” v

The Grand. Lady-lieutenant: * Templi Omndum
Hominum Pacis Abbas.”

We now come to the Grande Rite, the marriage of this
,Vorld and the next. Certainly it throws a flood of light

on some veiled passages:which I have oulled from tlg%

\
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writings of the Illuminati in my essay in the present
volume. Thus St. Martin tells us that he *has witnessed
many spirit appearances in the Martiniste céremonials
Lavater goes a step further and annoumces that no one
can und®rstand what the Christian * communion ” really
means unless he has seen the “ Image,” the ‘Symbol of
‘the Lord,” the ‘“Spirit of the Lord,” appear bodily at
their holy rites. The customs of the Palladists explain
all this. Lights were put out when * Miss Arabella”
@. . .
was received as a Mistress Templar, and all sate in
silence.

Then suddenly the altar of Baphomet shone in a light
far more brilliant than the most brilliant electric-light,
and the throne of the Grand Master shone out likewise,
making up, with the details around, a great head of a
demon. By-and-by a figure appeared, but Dr. Bataille
was sure that this was the Grand Master covered with
phosphorus, and not Baphomet. But he tells us that
when novices are present it is customary to give sham
phenomena, but with the fully initiated the real *Luci-
fer ” appears. The doctor gives an account of one of
these “ miracles of the devil.” JHe appeared as a radiant
young man. Miss Diana Vaughan tells us that at her
first initiation the statue of Baplomet at the altar be-

- came animate.

The most absurd rites and customs had once a logic.
The popular devil with horgs and aofs is not the great
adversary of Scripture. He comes from an earlier re-
ligion. The best informed writers assure us that he is,
Pan. When Christianity tried to burn completely out
the earlier worships, secret meetings in woods and wastes
became a necessity. Then, in process of time, Pan,
the god of the woods, was taken over as the Christian
devil, and was alo made Baphomet, the ideal head of
Christian reyolt. When monks are dominant and faggots

R plentifp{ refdrmers play a game whose counters are
huYpan lives. It was necessary,in consequence, to protect
fheir secret meetings from treachery and from the con-
fessional. This suggested rites of initiation on the sur-
face 8o revolting that it was judged the priests would
never forgive them even in an informer. Hence thes
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obscene homage to Baphomet, the pact signed with blood,
the outrage fo the sacramental wafer. Writers abroad
trace Masonry through the Templars to manicheeism and
gnosticism. I show this further on in my essav on the
Illuminati. The password to the witches’ Sabbaths was
“Toledo,” as Michelet shows. This was because Toledo
was the headquarters of two schools ¢f magic —the Jewish
Kabbalists and'the Sufis; the Jews and the Mussulmans
being the only two independent religious bodieg outside
Christianity in Europe. The Mussulmans had a mystical
society, the Sebiin, or the Society of the Rose.

“According to his progress in the way,”’ says M.
Napoleon Ney (Les Sociétés Secrétes Musulmanes, p. 14)
“ different names were given to the neophyted He
was first Talamid (disciple or servant), then Murid (aspi-
rant). He was then initiated and became Fakir (beggar,
Ebronite the Buddhist, Bhikshu). He was then Sufi (seer,
according to M. Ney), then Salik (walking in the “ way ),
then Jlejedub (drawn to God). There are two higher
degrees reached by few AMohammedi (full of the spirit of
the Prophet), and Twhidi (merged in the Divinity).

The rose is thé Indiar lotus in western mysticism and
also western art. In some societies, says M. Ney, to ‘ re-
ceive the rose ” a noviciate of a thousand and one days
is required, during which the aspirant is condemned to -
the meanest duties of the household and to painful and
degrading orduals. «*In the hands of thy Sheikh thou
shalt be as a corpse in the hands of those who wash dead
bodies!” This reminds M. Ney of tne perinde ac cadaver
of the Jesuits.

“ What rose do you wear? "

‘ The rose of Mulai Taieb.”

If this answer was given, the questioner knew that he
was in the presence of a high initiate. ¢

From this Society of the Rose, which was(and indeed
18) very active in its propagandism, waves upon Wavesf?
mysticism have come to the west : the Rosicrucians, the
Illuminati through Schroepfer and Kolmer, the Martinistes
through Martinez Pasqualis. “The Rose” was the fine
interior religion of Saint Martin,

< %Here a pregnant question arises: If earnest thinkers
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like Albert Pike and the brothers Vaughan wanted to
spread this fine interior religion, why did they add to
their new * Palladism the rites of Macbeth’s witches 3
Albert Pike was a man with mind cwlture above the
avefage, with soul culture above the average. He had
served with credit as a general during very real war: this
implies a genius fo» organization, a nice adjustment of
means towards the end desired. 1f such 4 person desired
to make his neighbours seek God in the heart rather than
in credos and %articles of religion,” where was the logic
of the pact in blood with a goat-headed monstrosity ?
The only answer is that Baphomet and his ritual was
alreadys there. The lady Palladists and their quarrels
have daid bare the secrets, well kept hitherto, of the
Rosicrucians, the Maxrtinistes, the Illuminati of the French
Revolution.

1. The name suggested for the new religion was Pal-
ladism, making the Palladium or Baphomet the corner-
stone of the Temple.

2. In Charleston is the largest Masonic temple in the
world. In this, wershipped like the true cross amongst
Catholics, is a rude sculpture sai to be "“the actual Bapho-
met once in possession of the Templars.

3. Eliphas Lévi gives a formidable portrait of Bapho-
met as the frontispiece to his Dogme de la Haute Magie.
Eliphas Lévi was the head of the Martinistes, after the
death of Saint Martin. Hg confestes (chap. xv., vol. ii.)
that from the date of the Templars until “perhaps our
own days’’ this goat-headed monster has figured. Withe
the vulgar he was the devil, and was honoured with lewd
rites. With “real adepts” he represented the god of
Spinoza, Plato, Saint Martin. Who were the “real
adepts '’ ?

4. The Abbé Rournié, who was deeper in the magical
secrets of Martinez than anybody else, was plainly a
sirong mgdium. He evoked numbers of spirits. All
Jh&se were the ghosts of dead mortals, he said, except
one mighty figure. He had never lived' on earth. Lux
e tenebris was the pass-word of the Chevaliers d’Orient
amongst the Illuminati. Dr. Bataille connects together
_this motto, this mighty appagition of Fournié and the




< xviii ‘Preface 2o Second Edition.

I JE—

luminous figures that emerged from darkness in the
Palladist graxfd rite. He might have added Lavater’s
¢ Image,”” the symbol of the Lord.

I have already mentioned that M. Papus has given an
answer to all this in a pamphlet, Le Diable et l‘Oég@ultisme.
M. Papus represents the Illuminati of last century. He
took over Martinisme, Rosicrucianisey, ceremonial magic
from the celebrsted Eliphas Lévi, the successor of Saint
Martin. We have said that Palladism is the theology of
Saint Martin joined to the demoniac rites of the Witches’
Sabbath. I opened the pamphlet of M. Papus with
eagerness. He of all people could tell us if this was
true. .

The result was eminently disappointing. The pam-
phlet through eighty-six pages discourses on God in the
manner of a prize essay, but studiously avoids the sub-
ject of Baphomet and his pacts with suspicious alertness.
M. Papus holds, if T understand him aright, that Satan
worship, Lucifer worship, Palladisme are all non-existent.
The black mass has been *imagined by M. Huysmans.”
“It is only a few brave priests and. miserable women
who have really believed that Lucifer appears to
Parisians.” The whole movement is the ‘issue of the
sacristies.” It is a commercial speculation of Catholic
publishers at a time when the market is depressed.

But does this theory quite fit in with the facts? There
are five temples of ‘Satanisy) in Paris itself. Do the
Catholic publishers run these?  Satanism has the
Bulletin du Diable and other organs. Are these the issue
of the sacristies ?

The subject has recently been made prominent by a
great trial in the French Law Courts, and it seems to
me that theories like that of M. Papus are no longer
tenable. '

A writer in the Globe, April 30th, 1895, gives details
of this curious case :— ‘ -

“ Lovers of the occult sciences are looking forward o a
strange libel case, which will shortly come before the
Paris tribunals. It is brought by a Mlle. Lucie Claraz
ag:inst a fantastic publication called the Revue du Diable.
“T'Re suit in itself is not of, any importance, but it will be













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































