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The Mystery of Cloomber.

� � � � � � � � ��

THE HEGIRA OF THE WESTS FROM EDINBURGH.
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s
attain this result, I shall rest amply satisfied 
with the outcome of my first, and probably my 
Inst, venture in literature.

It was my intention to write out the sequence 
of events in due order, depending upon trust­
worthy hearsay when I was describing that 
which was beyond my own personal knowledge.
I have now, however, through the kind co-oper­
ation of friends, hit upon a plan which promises 
to be less onerous to me and more satisfactory 
to the reader. This is nothing less than to make 
use of the various manuscripts which I have by 
me bearing upon the subject, and to add to 
them first-hand evidence contributed by those 
who had the best opportunities of knowing 
Major-General J. B. Heatherstone. In pursuance 
of this design I shall lay before the public the 
testimony of Israel Stakes, formerly coachman 
at Cloomber Hall, and of John Easterling, F. R.
C. P. Edin., now practising at Stranraer, in Wig. 
townshire. To these I shall add a verbatim _ 
account extracted from the journal of the late 
John Berthier Heatherstone, of the events which 
occurred in the Thul Valley in the autumn of 
f4i, towards the end of the first Afghan war, 
with a description of the skirmish in the Terada 
defile, and of the death of the man Ghoolab
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value, for it formed the bleakest and most bar­
ren tract of land in the whole of a bleak and 
barren shire. As a bachelor, however, his ex­
penses had been small, and he had contrived 
from the rents of his scattered cottages, and the 
sale of the Galloway nags, which he bred upon 
the moors, not only to live as a laird should, but 
to put by a considerable sum in the bank.

We had heard little from our kinsman during 
the days of our comparative prosperity ; but just 
as we were at our wits* end, there came a letter 
like a ministering angel, giving us assurance of 
sympathy and succor. In it the Laird of Brank- 
some told us that one of his lungs had been 
growing weaker for some time, and that Dr. 
Easterling, of Stranraer, had strongly advised 
him to spend the few years which were left to 
him in some more genial climate. He had de­
termined, therefore, to set out for the South of 
Italy, and he begged that we should take up our 
residence at Branksome in his absence, and that 
my father should act as his land steward and 
agent at a salary which placed us above all fear 
of want.

Our mother had been dead for some years, so 
that there were only myself, my father, and my 
sister Esther to consult; and it may readily be
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imagined that it did not take us long to decide 
upon the acceptance of the laird’s generous offer. 
My father started for Wigtown that very night, 
while Esther and I followed a few days after­
wards, bearing with us two potato-sacks full of 
learned books, and such other of our household 
effects as were worth the trouble and expense of 
transport.
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> Very bleak and lonely it was upon this Wig­
town coast. A  man might walk many a weary 
mile and never see a living thing except the 
white, heavy-flapping kittiwakes, which screamed 
and cried to each other with their shrill, sad 
voices. Very lonely and very bleak ! Once out 
of sight of Branksome and there was no sign of 
the works of man save only where the high, white 
tower of Cloomber Hail shot up, like the head­
stone of some giant grave, from amid the firs 
and larches which girt it round. This great 
house, a mile or more from our dwelling, had 
been built by a wealthy Glasgow merchant of 
strange tastes and lonely habits ; but at the time 
of our arrival it had been untenanted for many 
years, and stood with weather-blotched walls and 
vacant, staring windows looking blankly out over 
¿he hill side. Empty and mildewed, it served 
only as a landmark to the fishermen, for they had 
found by experience that by keeping the lairu’s 
chimney and the white tower of Cloomber in a 
line they could steer their way through the ugly 
reef which raises its jagged back, like that of some 
sleeping monster, above the troubled waters of 
the wind-swept bay.
' To this wild spot it was that fate had brought 

my father, my sister, and myself. For us its
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loneliness had no terrors. After the hubbub and 
bustle of a great city, and the weary task of up­
holding appearances upon a slender income, 
there was a grand, soul-soothing serenity in the 
long sky-line and the eager air. Here at least 
there was no neighbor to pry and chatter. The 
laird had left his phaeton and two ponies behind 
him, with the aid of which my father and I 
would go the round of the estate doing such 
light duties as fall to an agent; while our gentle 
Esther looked to our household needs, and 
brightened the dark old building. Such was 
our simple, uneventful existence until the summer 
night when an unlooked-for incident occurred 
which proved to be the herald of those strange 
doings which I have taken up my pen to de­
scribe.]

It had been my habit to pull out of an evening 
in the laird's skiff and to catch a few whiting 
which might serve for our supper. On this 
well-remembered occasion my sister came with 
me, sitting with her book in the stern-sheets of 
the boat, while I hung my lines over the bows. 
The sun had sunk down behind the rugged Irish 
coast, but a long bank of flushed clouds still 
marked the spot, and cast a glory upon the 
waters. The whole broad ocean was seamed
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“ Don't be alarmed, general! Don t  be a«
Iarmed!” said the little, fat factor in a soothing 
fashion, as one might speak to a frightened child. 
u This is young Mr. Fothergill West, of Brank- 
some, though what brings him up here to-night 
is more than I can understand. However, as 
you are to be neighbors, I can’t do better than 
take the opportunity to introduce you to each 
other. Mr. West, this is General Heatherstone, 
who is about to take a lease of Cloomber Hall.

I held out my hand to the tall man, who took 
it in a hesitating, half-reluctant fashion. “ I 
came up,” I explained, “ because I saw your 
lights in the windows, and thought that some­
thing might be wrong* I am very glad I did so, 
since it has given me the chance of making the 
general’s acquaintance,”

Whilst I was talking I was conscious that the 
new tenant of Cloomber Hall was peering at me 
very closely through the darkness. As I con­
cluded he stretched out a long, tremulous arm 
and turned the gig-lamp in such a way as to 
throw a flood of light on my face.

“ Good God, M cNeil!” he cried, in the same 
frightened voice as before, “ the fellow's as 
brown as chocolate! He’s not an Englishman. 
You’re not an Englishman—you, sir?”

\
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some time back been making her own observa­
tions upon our neighbors, and that in doing so she 
had put a considerable strain upon her nerves. I 
could see that the mere fact of the Hall being 
illuminated at night was not enough to account 
for her extreme agitation, and that it must have 
derived its importance in her eyes from being 
one in a chain of incidents, all of which had left a 
weird or unpleasant impression upon her mind. 
That was the conclusion which I came to at the 
time, and I have reason to know now that I was 
right, and that my sister had even more cause 
than I had myself for believing that there was 
something uncanny about the tenants of Cloom- 
ber.

Our interest in the matter may have arisen at 
first from nothing higher than curiosity; but 
events soon took a turn which associated us 
more closely with the fortunes of the Heather- 
stone family. Mordaunt had taken advantage 
of my invitation to come down to the laird's 
house, and on several occasions he brought with 
him his beautiful sister. The four of us would 
wander over the moors together ; or, perhaps, if 
the day were fine, set sail upon our little skiff 
and stand off into the Irish Sea. On such 
excursions the brother and sister would be as
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bravery among the host of brave men around 
him ?

i In spite of the old soldier’s vigilance, we man­
aged to hold communication with our friends. 
Immediately behind the Hall there was a spot 
where the fencing had been so carelessly erected 
that two of the rails could be removed without 
difficulty, leaving a broad gap, which gave us 
the opportunity for many a stolen interview, 
though they were necessarily short, for the gen­
eral’s movements were erratic, and no part of 
the grounds was secure from his visitations.

I How vividly one of these hurried meetings 
rises before me ! It stands out clear, peaceful 
and distinct amid the wild, mysterious incidents 
which were destined to lead up to the terrible 
catastrophe which has cast a shade over our 
lives. I can remember that as I walked through 
the fields the grass was damp with the rain of 
the morning, and the air was heavy with the 
smell of the fresh-turned earth. Gabriel was 
waiting for me under the hawthorn tree outside 
the gap, and we stood hand in hand looking 
down at the long sweep of moorland, and at the 
broad, blue channel which encircled it with its 
fringe of foam. Far away in the northwest the 
$un glinted upon the high peak of Mount ThrpS*
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“ To your room, girl!” he cried in a hoarse, 
harsh voice, stepping in between us and pointing 
authoritatively towards the house. He waited 
until Gabriel, with a last frightened glance at 
me, had passed through the gap, and then he 
turned upon me with an expression so murder­
ous that I stepped back a pace or two, and tight­
ened my grasp upon my oak stick.

“ You—you— ” he sputtered, with his hand up 
to his throat, as though his fury were choking 
him. “ You have dared to intrude upon my 
privacy ! Do you think I built this fence that all 
the vermin in the country might congregate 
round i t ! Oh, you have been very near your 
death, my fine fellow ! You will never be nearer 
until your time comes. Look at this!” He 
pulled a squat, thick pistol out of his bosom. 
“ If you had passed through that gap and set 
foot on my land I'd have let daylight into you.
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Instead of blazing into a fury, as I had 
expected, the general gave a long whistle of 
astonishment, and then leaned up against the 
railings, laughing softly to himself.

“ English terriers are fond of playing with 
worms,” he remarked at last. “ When we used 
to bring them out to India they used to trot off 
into the jungle and begin sniffing at what they 
imagined to be worms there. But the worm 
turned out to be a venomous snake, and so poor 
doggy paid the penalty. I think you’ll find 
yourself in a somewhat analogous position if you�
don’t look out.”

“ You surely don’t mean to cast an aspersion 
upon your own daughter?” I said, flushing with 
indignation.

“ Oh, Gabriel is all right,” he answered, care­
lessly. “ Our family is not exactly one, however, 
which I should recommend a young fellow to 
marry into. And pray how is it that I was not 
informed of this snug little arrangement of 
yours ?’*

“ We were afraid, sir, that you might separ­
ate us,” I replied, feeling that perfect candor 
was the best policy under the circumstances. 
“ It is possible that we were mistaken. Before 
coming to any final decision I implore you to
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remember that the happiness of both of us is at 
stake. It is in your power to divide our bodies, 
but our souls shall be forever united.”

“ My good fellow,” said the general, in a not 
unkindly tone, “  you don’t know what you are 
asking for. There is a gulf between you and any 
one of the blood of Heatherstone which can 
never be bridged over.” All trace of anger had 
vanished now from his manner, and given place 
to an air of somewhat contemptuous amuse­
ment.

My family pride took fire at his words. tl The 
gulf may be less than you imagine,” I said, 
coldly. “ We are not clodhoppers because we 
live in this out-of-the-way place. I am of noble 
descent on one side, and my mother was a 
Buchan of Buchan. I assure you that there is 
no such disparity between us as you seem to 
imagine.”

“ You misunderstand me,” the general an­
swered. “  It is on our side that the disparity 
lies. There are reasons why my daughter 
Cabriel should live and die single. It would 
not be to your advantage to marry her.”

“ But surely, sir,” I persisted, “ I am the best 
judge of my own interests and advantages. 
§ipce you fake this ground fill becojpqs easy $
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plete isolation; but 1 have good reasons for 
insisting on the point. Rightly or wrongly, I 
have got it into my head that some day there 
might be an organized raid upon my grounds. 
If anything of the sort should occur I suppose I 
might reckon upon your assistance ?"

“ With all my heart/'
“ So that if ever you got a message such as 

‘ Come up/ or even simply ‘ Cloomber!’ you 
would know that it was an appeal for help and 
would hurry up immediately, even if it were in 
the dead of the night ?"

“ Most certainly I should," I answered. “ But 
might I ask you what the nature of the danger 
is which you apprehend?"

“ There would be nothing gained by your 
knowing. Indeed, you would hardly under­
stand it if I told you. I must bid you good-day 
now, for I have stayed with you too long. Re­
member, I count upon you as one of the Cloom- 
ber garrison now."

“ One other thing, sir," I said, hurriedly, for 
he was turning away ; “ I hope that you will not 
be angry with your daughter for anything which 
I have told you. It was for my sake that she 
kept it all secret from you."

“ AH right," he said, with his cold, inscrutable
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smile. “ I am not such an ogre in the bosom of 
my family as you seem to think. As to this 
marriage question, I should advise you as a 
friend to let it drop altogether, but if that is im­
possible I must insist that it stand over com­
pletely for the present. It is impossible to say 
what unexpected turn events may take. Good­
bye !” He plunged into the wood and was 
quickly out of sight among the dense planta­
tion.

Thus ended this extraordinary interview, in 
which this strange man had begun by pointing 
a loaded pistol at my breast and had ended by 
partially acknowledging the possibility of my 
becoming his future son-in-law. I hardly knew 
whether to be cast down or elated over it. On 
the one hand, he was likely, by keeping a closer 
watch over his daughter, to prevent us from 
communicating as freely as we had done hith­
erto. Against this there was the advantage of 
having obtained an implied consent to the 
renewal of my suit at some future date. On the 
whole, I came to the conclusion, as I walked 
thoughtfully home, that I had improved my posi­
tion by the incident. -

But this danger— this shadowy, unspeakable
danger— whfch appeared tQ fis? up At every
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CH A PTER  VII.

OF CORPORAL RUFUS SMITH AND HIS COMING TO 

CLOOMBER.

In making this statement I have purposely 
couched it in bald and simple language, for fear 
I should be accused of coloring my narrative for 
the sake of effect. If, however, I have told my 
story with any approach to realism, the reader 
will understand me when I say that by this time 
the succession of dramatic incidents which had 
occurred had arrested my attention and excited 
my imagination to the exclusion of all minor 
topics. How could I plod through the dull 
routine of an agent’s work, or interest myself in 
the thatch of this tenant’s bothy or the sails of 
that one’s boat, when my mind was taken up by 
the chain of events which I have described, and 
was still busy seeking an explanation for them ? 
Go where I would over the country-side I could 
see the square, white tower shooting out from 
among the trees, and beneath that tower this 
ill-fated family were watching and waiting, wait­
ing and watching—and for what ? That was still
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the question which stood like an impassable 
barrier at the end of every train of thought. 
Regarded merely as an abstract problem, this 
mystery of the Heatherstone family had a lurid 
fascination about it, but when the woman whom 
I loved a thousandfold better than 1“did myself 
proved to be so deeply interested in the solution, 
I felt that it was impossible to turn my thoughts 
to anything else until it had been finally cleared 
up.

My good father had received a letter from the 
laird, dated from Naples, which told us that he 
had derived much benefit from the change, and 
that he had no intention of returning to Scotland 
for some time. This was satisfactory to all of 
us, for my father had found Branksome such a l 
excellent place for study that it would have been 
a sore trial to him to return to the noise and 
tumult of a city. As to my dear sister and my­
self, there were, as I have shown, stronger 
reasons still to make us love the Wigtownshire 
moors.

In spite of my interview with the general— or 
perhaps I might say on account of it— I took 
occasion at least twice a day to walk towards 
Cloomber and satisfy myself that all was well 
there. He had begun by resenting my intrusion,
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coachman. There was no sign, however, of 
Gabriel or of Mordaunt, and their absence 
alarmed me. I was convinced that, unless they 
were under some restraint, they would have 
managed to communicate with my sister or my­
self. My fears became more and more acute as 
day followed day without our seeing or hearing 
anything of them.

One morning— it was the second day of Octo­
ber— I was walking towards the Hall, hoping 
that I might be fortunate enough to learn some 
news of my darling, when I observed a man 
perched upon a stone at the side of the road. 
As I came nearer to him I could see that he was 
a stranger, and from his dusty clothes and dilap­
idated appearance he seemed to have come from 
a distance. He had a great hunch of bread on 
his knee and a clasp knife in his hand, but he 
had apparently just finished his breakfast, for he 
brushed the crumbs off his lap and rose to his 
feet when he perceived me. Noticing the great 
height of the fellow, and that he still held his 
weapon, I kept well to the other side of the road, 
for I knew that destitution makes men desperate 
and that the chain which glittered on my waist­
coat might be too great a temptation to him upon 
this lonely highway. I was confirmed in my

«9
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(ears when I saw him step out into the centre of 
the road and bar my progress.

“ Well, my lad,” I said, affecting an ease which 
I by no means felt, “ what can I do for you this 

* morning?” ,
. The fellow’s face was the color of mahogany 

with exposure to the weather, and he had a 
deep scar from the corner of his mouth to his 
ear, which by no means improved his appear­
ance. His hair was grizzled, but his figure was 
stalwart, and his fur cap was cocked on one side 
so as to give him a rakish, semi-military appear­
ance. Altogether, he gave me the impression of 
being one of the most dangerous types of tramp 
that I had ever fallen in with.

Instead of replying to my question he eyed 
me for some time in silence, with sullen, yellow- 
shot eyes, and then closed his knife with a loud 
snick. “ You’re not a beak,” he said; “ too 
yonng for that, I guess. They had me in chokey 
at Paisley, and they had me in chokey at Wig­
town, but by the living thunder if another of 
them lays a hand on me I’ll make him remem­
ber Corporal Rufus Smith ! It’s a darned fine 
country this, where they won’t give a man work 
and then lay him by the heels for having no vis­
ible means of subsistence.”
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Course o’ Maister Donald McSnaw o* the true 
kirk, I kenned it was time for me tae leave them 
tae a higher Judge.

There was four in family, the general, my 
leddy, Maister Mordaunt and Miss Gabriel, and 
it wasna’ lang before I found that a’ wasna’ just 
exactly as it should be. My leddy was as thin 
and as white as a ghaist, and many’s the time as 
I’ve come on her and found her yammerin’ and 
greetin’ all by hersel*. I’ve watched her walkin’ 
up and doon in the wood where she thought 
nane could see her and wringin’ her honds like 
one demented. There was the young gentleman 
tae and his sister— they baith seemed to hae 
some trouble on their minds, and the general 
maist of a’, for the ithers were up ane day and 
down anither; but he was aye the same, wi’ a 
face as dour and sad as a felon when he feels the 
tow roond his neck.

I speered o’ the hussies in the kitchen whether 
they kenned what was amiss wi’ the family, but 
the cook she answered me back that it wasna’ 
for her tae inquire into the affairs o’ her superi­
ors and that it was naething to her as long as 
she did her work and had her wages. They 
were puir, feckless bodies, the twa o’ them, and 
would scarce gie an answer tae a ceevil question

r • '  • •
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steps cornin’ and gangin’, cornin’ and gangin1, 
doun one passage and up anither, frae midnight 
till cockcraw. It was weary wark to lie listenin’ 
tae his clatter and wonderin' whether he was 
clean daft, or whether maybe he’d learned pagan 
and idolatrous tricks oot in India, and that his 
conscience noo was like the worm which gnaw- 
eth and dieth not. I'd ha' speered frae him 
whether it wonldna’ ease him to speak wi’ the 
holy Donald McSnaw, but it might ha* been a 
mistake, and the general wasna’ a man that you’d 
care tae mak’ a mistake wi’.

Ane day I was workin’ at the grass border 
when he comes up and he says, says he, “ Did ye 
ever have occasion tae fire a pistol, Israel?"

“ Godsakes !** says I, “ I never had siccan a 
thing in my honds in my life.”

“ Then you’d best not begin noo,’, says he. 
“ Every man tae his ain weepon," he says. 
“ Now I warrant ye could dae something wi’ a 
guid crab-tree cudgel !"

“ Aye, could I," I answered, blithely, “ as 
weel as ony lad on the border."

“ This is a lonely hoose," says he, “ and we 
might be molested by some rascals. It’s weel 
tae be ready for whatever may come. Me and 
you and my son Mordaunt and Mr. Fothergill
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West, of Branksome, who would come if he was 
required, ought tae be able tae show a bauld 
face— what think ye?”

“ ’Deed, sir,” I says, “ feastin’, is aye better 
than fechtin*—but if ye’ll raise me a pund a 
month, 1*11 no shirk my share o’ either.”

“ We won’t quarrel ower that,” says he, and 
agreed tae the extra twal* pund a year a? easy as 
though it were as many bawbees. Far be itfrae 
me tae think evil, but I couldna’ help surmisin’ 
at the time that money that was so lightly 
pairted wi’ was maybe no very honestly cam’ 
by. •

“ I’m no’ a curious or a pry in’ mun by nature, 
but I was sair puzzled in my aim mind tae tell 
why it was that the general walked aboot at 
nicht and what kept him frae his sleep. Well, 
a’e day I was cleanin’ down the passages when 
my e’e fell on a great muckle heap o* curtains 
and auld cairpets and sic* like things that were 
piled away in a corner, no vera far frae the door 
o* the general’s room. A ’ o* a sudden a thocht 
cam’ intae my heid and I says tae mysel’, “ Israel, 
laddie,” says I, “ what’s tae stop ye frae hidin’ 
behind that this vera nicht and seein* the auld 
mun when he doesna’ ken human e’e is on him ?” 
The mair I thocht o’t the mair seemple it
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ilka tick o’ the clock, and what feared me most 
of a* was that the dust frae the curtains and things 
was aye gettin* doun into my lungs and it was a' 
I could dae tae keep mysel* frae coughin’. God- 
sakes! I wonder my hair wasna* grey wi’ a’ that 
I went through ! I wouldna’ dae it again to be 
made Lord Provost o’ Glasgie!

Well, it may have been twa o’clock in the 
mornin’ or maybe a little mair, and I was just 
thinkin’ that I wasna’ tae see onything after a’—  
and I wasna’ very sorry neither— when all o* a 
sudden a soond cam’ tae my ears clear and distinct 
through the stillness o’ the nicht. I’ve been asked 
afore noo tae describe that soond, but I’ve aye 
foond that it’s no’ vera easy tae gie a clear idea 
o’t, though it was unlike any other soond that 
ever I hearkened tae. It was a shairp ringin’ 
clang, like what could be caused by flippin’ the 
rim o’ a wine glass, but it was far higher and 
thinner than that and had in it tae a kind o’ 
splash, like the tingle o’ a rain-drop intae a water- 
butt. In my fear I sat up amang my cairpets, 
like a puddock among gowan-leaves, and I list­
ened wi’ a’ my ears. A ’ was still again noo, 
except for the dull tickin’ o’ the distant clock.

Suddenly the soond cam’ again, as clear, as 
Shrill, ps shairp as ever, and this time the general
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and maybe the loss o’ his soul as weel, for when 
the deil is abootye canna’ tell what sort o’ a trap 
lie may lay for ye, and though they say that 
Providence is stronger than him, it’s maybe as 
weel no to risk it. It was clear tae me that the gen­
eral and his hoose were baith under some curse, 
and it was fit that that curse should fa* on them 
that had earned it, and no’ on a righteous Presby­
terian, wha had ever trod the narrow path. My 
hairt was sair for young Miss Gabriel— for she 
was a bonnie and a winsome lassie— but for a' 
that, I felt that my duty was tae mysel’ and that 
I should gang forth, even as Lot ganged oot o* 
the wicked cities o’ the plain. That awfu’ cling- 
clang was aye dingin’ in my lugs, and I couldrra’ 
bear to be alane in the passages for fear o’ hearin’ 
it ance again. I only wanted a chance or an 
excuse tae gie the general notice, and tae gang 
back to some place where I could see Christian 
folk, and have the kirk within a stone-cast tae fa’ 
back upon.

But it proved to be ordained that instead o’ 
my saying the word, it should come frae the 
general himsel’. It was a’e day aboot the end of 
September, I was cornin’ oot o’ the stable, after 
giein’ its oats tae the horse, when I seed a great 
f ic k le  ]ooi} popie hoppin’ on fine leg up the
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I’ve tauld ye a* aboot it noo, and I havena’ a 
word tae add or tae withdraw. I'm muckle 
obleeged tae Rlaister Mathew Clairk for puttin' 
it a* doun in writin’ for me, and if there’s ony 
would wish tae speer onything mair o’ me I’m 
well kenned and respeckit in Ecclefechan, and 
Maister McNeil, the factor o’ Wigtown, can aye 
tell where I am tae be foond.
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taan ever since his residence at Branksome, but 
also because it is my conviction that the facts in 
the case of General Heatherstone are of such a 
singular nature that it is of the highest import­
ance that they should be placed before the pub­
lic in a trustworthy manner.

It was about the beginning of September of 
the year before last, that I received a note from 
Mrs. Heatherstone, of Cloomber Hall, desiring 
me to make a professional call upon her husband, 
whose health, she said, had been for some time 
in a very unsatisfactory state. I had heard 
something of the Heatherstones and of the 
strange seclusion in which they lived, so that I 
was very much pleased at this opportunity of 
making their closer acquaintance, and lost no 
time in complying with her request. I had 
known the Hall in the old days of Mr. McVittie, 
the original proprietor, and I was astonished on 
arriving at the avenue gate to observe the 
changes which had taken place. The gate itself, 
which used to yawn so hospitably upon the road, 
was now barred and locked, and a high wooden 
fence with nails upon the top encircled the 
whole grounds. The drive itself was leaf-strewn 
and uncared for, and the whole place had a 
depressing air of neglect and decay.
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clenched hands. I have never seen such intens­
ity of fear and horror stamped upon a human 
face as appeared upon that which was now glar­
ing up at me.

“ Bloodhound !" he yelled; “ let me go— let 
me go, I say ! Keep your hands oft me. Is it 
not enough that my life has been ruined ? When 
is it all to end ? How long am I to endure it ?”

“ Hush, dear, hush !” said his wife in a sooth­
ing voice, passing her cool hand over his heated 
forehead. “ This is Doctor Easterling, from 
Stranraer. He has not come to harm you, but 
to do you good.”

The general dropped wearily back upon his 
pillow, and I could see by the changed expres­
sion of his face that the delirium had left him 
and that he understood what had been said. I 
slipped my clinical thermometer into his armpit 
and counted his pulse rate. It amounted to 120 
per minute, and his temperature proved to be 
104 degrees. Clearly it was a case of remittent 
fever, such as occurs in men who have spent a 
great part of their lives in the tropics. “ There 
is no danger/' I remarked. “ With a little 
quinine and arsenic we shall very soon overcome 
the attack and restore his health."

“ No danger, eh !” he said. “ There never is
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His expression was intelligent, however, and 
the feverish flush had faded from his cheeks.

“ Ah, you western scientific men are very 
much behind the day in some things/’ he re­
marked. “  In all that is material and conducive 
to the comfort of the body you are pre-eminent, 
but in what concerns the subtle forces of nature 
and the latent powers of the human spirit, your 
best men are centuries behind the humblest 
coolies of India. Countless generations of beef­
eating, comfort-loving ancestors have given our 
animal instincts the command over our spiritual 
ones. The body, which should have been a mere 
tool for the use of the soul, has now become a 
degrading prison in which it is confined. The 
Oriental soul and body is not so welded together 
as ours is, and there is far less wrench when they 
part in death.”

“ They do not appear to derive much benefit 
from this* peculiarity in their organization,” I 
remarked, incredulously.

“ Merely the benefit of superior knowledge,” 
the general answered. “ If you were to go to 
India, probably the very first thing you would 
see in the way of amusement would be a native 
doing what is called the mango trick. Of course 
you have heard or read of it. The fellow plants
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for a bride-cake was really an admirably executed 
model of a lofty range of mountains, whose 
snow-clad peaks were not unlike the familiar 
sugar pinnacles and minarets.

“ These are the Himalayas, or at least the 
Surinam branch of them/’ he remarked, “ show­
ing the principal passes between India and 
Afghanistan. It is an exellent model. This 
ground has a special interest for me, because it 
is the scene of my first campaign. There is the 
pass opposite Kalabagh and the Thul valley, 
where I was engaged during the summer of 
1841, in protecting the convoys and keeping the 
Afridis in order. It wasn’t a sinecure I promise 
you.” *

“ And this,” said I, indicating a blood-red spot 
which had been marked on one side of the pass 
which he had pointed out0 �  this is the scene of 
some fight in which you were engaged.”

Yes, we had a skirmish there,” he answered, 
leaning forward and looking at the red mark*
“ We were attacked by-----” At this moment
he fell back upon his pillow as if he had been 
shot, while the same look of horror came over 
his face which I had observed when I first 
entered the room. At the same instant there 
came, apparently from the air immediately above
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CH APTER  X.

OF THE LETTER WHICH CAME FROM THE HALL

Having thrown this side-light upon my nar­
rative, I can now resume the statement of my 
own personal experiences. These I had brought 
down, as the reader will doubtless remember, to 
the date of the arrival of the savage-looking 
wanderer who called himself Corporal Rufus 
Smith. This incident occurred about the close 
of the month of September, and I find upon a 
comparison of dates that Dr. Easterling’s visit 
to Cloomber preceded it by three weeks or 
more. During all this time I was in sore dis­
tress of mind, for I had never seen anything 
either of Gabriel or of her brother since the 
interview in which the general had discovered 
the communication which was kept up between 
us. I had no doubt that some sort of restraint 
had been placed upon them ; and the thought 
that we had brought trouble on their heads was 
a bitter one both to my sister and myself.

Qyr anxiety, however, was considerably ipUi*
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gated by the receipt, a couple of days after my 
last talk with the general, of a note from Mor- 
daunt Heatherstone. This was brought us by a 
little ragged urchin, the son of one of the fisher­
men, who informed us that it had been handed 
to him at the avenue gate by an old woman — 
who, I expect, must have been the Cloomber 
cook.

“ My dearest friends,” it ran, “ Gabriel and I 
have grieved to think how concerned you must 
be at having neither heard from or seen us. 
The fact is that we are compelled to remain in 
the house. And this compulsion is not physical 
but moral. Our poor father, who gets more and 
more nervous every day, has entreated us to 
promise him that we will not go out until after 
the 5th of October, and to allay his fears we 
have given him the desired pledge. On the 
other hand, he has promised us that after the 
5th— that is, in less than a week— we shall be as 
free as air to come or go as we please ; so we 
have something to look forward to. Gabriel 
says that she has explained to you that the gov­
ernor is always a changed man after this par­
ticular date, on which his fears reach a crisis. 
He apparently has more reason than usual this 
year to anticipate thgt tropbl? i§ brewing1 for
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inability even to comprehend what the danger 
was which threatened those whom we had come 
to love better than oursevlves was little short of 
maddening. Fifty times a day we asked our­
selves and asked each other from what possible 
quarter this peril was to be expected; but the 
more we thought of it the more hopeless did any 
solution appear. In vain we combined our 
experiences and pieced together every word 
which had fallen from the lips of any inmate of 
Cloomber which might be supposed to bear di­
rectly or indirectly upon the subject. At last, 
weary with fruitless speculation, we were fain to 
try and drive the matter from our thoughts, 
consoling ourselves with the reflection that in a 
few more days all restrictions would be removed, 
and we should be able to learn from our friends’ 
own lips. Those few intervening days, how­
ever, would, we feared, be dreary, long ones. 
And so they would, had it not been for a new 
and most unexpected incident, which diverted 
our minds from our own troubles and gave them 
something fresh with which to occupy them­
selves,
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OF THE CASTING AWAY OF THE BARK�

“ BELINDA/*
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his cheek. “ The moors over near Cloomber 
are just white wi’ gulls and kittiwakes. What 
d’ye think they come ashore for except to es­
cape having all the feathers blown out o’ them ? 
I mind a day like this when I was wi’ Charlie 
Napier off Cronstadt. It well nigh blew us un­
der the guns of the forts, for all our engines and 
propellers.”

“ Have you ever known a wreck in these 
parts ?” I asked.

“ Lord love ye, sir, it’s a famous place for 
wrecks. Why, in that very bay down there two 
o’ King Philip’s first-rates foundered wi’ all 
hands in the days o’ the Spanish war. . If that 
sheet o’ water and the Bay o’ Luce round the 
corner could tell their ain tale they’d have a gey 
lot to speak of. When the Jedgment Day 
comes round that water will be just bubbling wi’ 
the number o’ folks that will be coming up frae 
the bottom.”

�  I trust that there will be no wrecks while we 
are here,” said Esther, earnestly.

The old man shook his grizzled head and 
looked distrustfully at the hazy horizon. “ Jf it 
blows from the west,” he said, �  some o’ these 
sailing ships may find it no joke to be caught 
without sea-room in the North Channel.
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to my poor mother, she has expected some such 
event for so long a time that it has not come 
upon her as a surprise. She is, of course, over­
whelmed with grief, but would, I think, prefer 
to be left to herself for the present. Her firm­
ness and composure should be a lesson to me ; 
but 1 am constitutionally excitable, and this 
catastrophe coming after our long period of 
suspense deprived me of my very reason for a 
time.”

“ If we can do nothing until morning,” I said, 
“ you have time to tell us all that has occurred.”
' “ I shall do so,” he answered, rising and hold­
ing his shaking hands to the fire. “ You know 
already that we have had reason for some time—  
for many years, in fact— to fear that a terrible 
retribution was hanging over my father’s head 
for a certain action of his early life. In this 
action he was associated with the man known as 
Corporal Rufus Smith ; so that the fact of the 
latter finding his way to my father was a warn­
ing to us that the time had come, and that this 
5th of October— the anniversary of the mis­
deed— would be the day of its atonement. I 
told you of our fears in my letter ; and if I am 
not mistaken, my father also had some conver­
sation with you, West, upon the subject. When
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and so clear that it might have been in the very 
room with me. My chamber is in the front of 
the house, while those of my mother and sister 
are at the back, so that I am the only one who 
commands a view of the avenue. Rushing to 
the window I drew the blind aside and looked 
out. You know that the gravel drive opens up 
so as to form a broad stretch immediately in front 
of the house. Just in the centre of this clear 
space there stood three men looking up at the 
house. The moon shone full upon them, glis­
tening on their upturned eyeballs, and by its 
light I could see that they were swarthy-faced 
and black-haired, of a type that I was familiar 
with among the Sikhs and Afreedees. Two of 
them were thin, with eager, aesthetic counte­
nances, while the third was kinglike and majestic, 
with a noble figure and flowing beard/*

44 Ram Singh !*’ I ejaculated.
44 What, you know them,’* exclaimed Mordaunt, 

in great surprise. 44 You have met them ?”
411 know of them. They are Buddhist priests,” 

I answered ; 44 but go on.**
44 They stood in a line,” he continued, 44 sweep, 

ing their arms upwards and downwards, while 
their lips moved as if repeating some prayer or 
incantation. Suddenly they ceased to gesticu*
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to avoid it. My son, we shall never set eyes on 
your father again. You may marvel at my dry 
eyes; but if you knew as I know the peace which 
death would bring him, you could not find it in 
your heart to mourn for him. All pursuit is, I 
feel, vain; and yet some pursuit there must be. 
Let it be as private as possible. We cannot 
serve him better than by consulting his wishes/

“ ‘ But every minute is precious/ � cried. 
- Even now he may be calling upon us to rescue 
him from the clutches of these dark-skinned 
fiends/

The thought so maddened me that I. rushed 
out of the house and down to the high road, but 
once there I had no indication in which direc­
tion to turn. The whole wide moor lay before 
me, without a sign of movement upon its broad 
expanse. I listened, b.ut not a sound broke the 
perfect stillness of the night. It was then, my 
dear friends, as I stood, not knowing in which 
direction to turn, that the horror and responsi­
bility broke full upon me. I felt that I was com­
bating against forces of which I knew nothing. 
All was strange and dark and terrible. The 
thought of you, and of the help which I might 
look for from your advice and assistance, was a 
beacon of hope to me. At Branksome, at least,
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which I cut with my pocket knife. Across the 
outside was written, in bold handwriting: “ J 
Fothergill West, Esq./’ and underneath, “ To be 
handed to that gentleman in the event of the 
disappearance or decease of Major-General J. 
B. Heatherstone, V. C., C. B., late of the Indian 
Army/’ So at last I was to know the dark 
secret which had cast a shadow oyer our lives. 
Here in my hands I held the solution of it. 
With eager fingers I broke the seals and undid 
the wrapper. A note and a small bundle of dis­
colored paper lay within. I drew the lamp over 
to me and opened the former. It was dated 
from the preceding afternoon, and ran in this 
w ay:

� " � # ��� � � ��� �$ �  should have satisfied your 
very natural curiosity on the subject which we 
have had occasion to talk of more than once, 
but I refrained for your own sake. I knew by sad 
experience how unsettling and unnerving it is 
to be forever waiting for a catastrophe which 
you are convinced must befall, and which you 
can neither avert nor accelerate. Though it 
affects me specially, as being the person most 
concerned, I am still conscious that the natural 
sympathy which J hav$ ob§Qjrve4 in you, an<j
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would have laid a finger upon Ghoolab Shah had 
we not seen that the tribesmen were rallying be­
hind him. Well, well ; it is an old story now, 
and there is no profit in discussing it. May no 
other poor fellow ever have the same evil for­
tune !

I have written a short supplement to the state­
ments contained in my journal for your informa­
tion, and that of any one else who may chance to 
be interested in the matter. And now, adieu 1 
Be a good husband to Gabriel; and if your sis­
ter be brave enough to marry into such a devil- 
ridden family as ours, by all means let her do so. 
I have left enough to keep my poor wife in com­
fort. When she rejoins me I should wish it to 
be equally divided between the children. If you 
hear that I am gone, do not pity, but congratu­
late

Your unfortunate friend,
J o h n  B e r t h ie r  H e a t h e r s t o n e .

I threw aside the letter and picked up the roll 
of blue foolscap which contained the solution of 
the mystery. It was all ragged and frayed at 
the inner edge, with traces of gum and thread 
still adhering to it, to show that it had been torn 
out of a strongly bound volume. The ink with
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of the valley to this side of the wooden bridge 
over the Lotar. Goodenough, of the rifles, is 
responsible on the other side; and Lieutenant­
Colonel Sidney Herbert, of the Engineers, has a 
general supervision over both sections. Our 
force is not strong enough for the work which 
has to be done. I have a company and a half of 
our own regiment, and a squadron of Sowars, 
who are of no use at all among the rocks. 
Elliott has three guns, but several of his men are 
down with cholera, and I doubt if he has enough 
to serve more than two. [Note: capiscum for 
cholera— tried it.] On the other hand, each 
convoy is usually provided with some guard of 
its own, though it is often absurdly inefficient. 
These valleys and ravines which branch out of 
the main pass are alive with Afreedees and 
Pathans, who are keen robbers as well as relig­
ious fanatics. I wonder they don’t swoop down 
on some of our caravans. They could plunder 
them and get back to their mountain fastnesses 
before we could interfere or overtake them. 
Nothing but fear will restrain them. If I had 
my way I would hang one at the mouth of every 
ravine as a warning to the gang. They are 
personifications of the devil to look at, hawk­
nosed, full-lipped, with a mane of tangled hair,
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fellows fight for plunder, not for glory, though, 
to do them justice, they have plenty of pluck 
when they get started. I have devised an 
excellent plan, and it has Elliott’s hearty support. 
By Jove! if we can only manage it, it will be as 
pretty a ruse as ever I heard o f! Our intention 
is to give out that we are going down the valley 
to meet the convoy and to block the mouth of a 
pass from which we profess to expect an attack. 
Very good. We shall make a night march 
to-night and reach their camp. Once there I 
shall conceal my two hundred men in the 
wagons and travel up with the convoy again. 
Our friends, the enemy, having heard that we 
intended to go south, and seeing the caravan 
going north without us, will naturally swoop 
down upon it under the impression that we are 
twenty miles away. We shall teach them such 
a lesson that they would as soon think of stop­
ping a thunderbolt as of interfering again with 
one of Her Britannic Majesty’s provision trains. 
I am all on thorns to be off.

Elliott has rigged up two of his guns so ingen­
iously that they look more like costermongers’ 
barrows than anything else. To see artillery 
ready for action in the convoy* might arouse 
suspicion. The artillerymen will be in the
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The defile in which we found ourselves was 
the most gloomy and majestic that I have ever 
seen. On either side naked precipices rose 
sheer up fora thousand feet or more, converging 
upon each other so as to leave a very narrow 
slit of daylight above us, which was further 
reduced by the feathery fringe of palm trees and 
aloes which hung over each lip of the chasm. 
The cliffs were not more than a couple of hun­
dred yards apart at the entrance, but as we 
advanced they grew nearer and nearer, until 
a half company in close order could hardly 
march abreast. A  sort of twilight reigned in 
this strange valley, and the dim, uncertain light 
made the great basalt rocks loom up vague and 
fantastic. There was no path, and the ground 
was most uneven, but I pushed on briskly, cau­
tioning my fellows to have their fingers on their 
triggers, for I could see that we were nearing 
the point where the two cliffs would forrri an 
acute angle with each other.

At last we came in sight of the place. A great 
pile of boulders were heaped up at the very end 
of the pass, and among these our fugitives were 
skulking, entirely demoralized apparently, and 
incapable of resistance. They were useless as 
prisoners, and it was out of the question to let
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and the biped accompanied us as well as his four­
footed companion.

There was some little similarity between the 
two, for the man was a tousy-headed fellow with 
a great mop of yellow hair and a straggling 
beard, while the dog was of the long-haired, un­
kempt breed looking like an animated bundle of 
oakum. All our way to the Hall its owner kept 
retailing instances of the creature’s sagacity and 
powers of scent, which, according to his account, 
were little less than miraculous. His anecdotes 
had a poor audience, I fear, for my mind was 
filled with the strange story which I had been 
reading, while Mordaunt strolled on with wild 
eyes and feverish cheeks, without a thought for 
anything but the problem which we had to solve. 
Again and again as we topped an eminence, I 
saw him look eagerly round him in the faint hope 
of seeing some trace of the absentee, but over 
the whole expanse of moorland there was no 
sign of movement or of life. All was dead and 
silent and deserted.

Our visit to the Hall was a very brief one, for t 
every minute now was of importance. Mor­
daunt rushed in and emerged with an old coat 
of his father’s, which he handed to Fullarton, 
who held it out to the dog. The intelligent
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None shall ever know the details of that 
strange tragedy. There was no mark of struggle 
or sign of attempt at escape. We knelt at the 
edge of the Hole and endeavored to pierce the 
unfathomable gloom which shrouded it. A  faint, 
sickly exhalation seemed to rise from its depths, 
and there was a distant, hurrying, clattering 
sound as of waters in the bowels of the earth. A 
great stone lay embedded in the mud, and this I 
hurled over, but we never heard thud or splash 
to show that it had reached the bottom. As we 
hung over the noisome chasm a sound did at 
last rise to our ears out of its murky depths. 
High, clear, and throbbing, it tinkled for an in­
stant out of the abyss, to be succeeded by the 
same deadly stillness which had preceded it. I 
do not wish to appear to be superstitious, or 
to put down to extraordinary causes that which 
may have a natural explanation. That one keen 
note may have been some strange water sound 
produced far down in the bowels of the earth. 
It may have been that or it may have been that 
sinister bell of which I had heard so much. Be 
this as it may, it was the only sign that, rose to 
us from the last terrible resting-place of the two 
who had paid the debt which had so long been 
owing.
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my private affairs before the public, but to leave 
on record an authentic narrative of a most 
remarkable series of events. This I have endeav­
ored to do in as methodical a manner as 
possible, exaggerating nothing and suppressing 
nothing. The reader has now the evidence 
before him, and can form his own opinions 
unaided by me as to the causes of the disappear­
ance and death of Rufus Smith and of John 
Berthier Heatherstone, V.C., C B .

There is only one point which is still dark to 
me. Why the chelas of Ghoolab Shah should 
have removed their victims to the desolate Hole 
of Cree instead of taking their lives at Cloomber, 
is, I confess, a mystery to me. In dealing with 
occult laws, however, we must allow for our own 
complete ignorance of the subject. Did we 
know more we might see that there was some 
analogy between that foul bog and the sacrilege 
which had been committed, and that their ritual 
and customs demanded that just such a death 
was the one appropriate to the crime. On this 
point I should be sorry to be dogmatic, but at 
least we must allow that the Buddhist priests 
must have had some very good cause for the 
course of action which they so deliberately 
carried out.
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as he has himself explained, rather the result of 
a feverish desire to do something than in the 
expectation that he could really ward off his 
fate. •

Science will tell you that there are no such 
powers as those claimed by the Eastern mystics. 
I, John Fothergill West, can confidently answer 
that science is wrong, and invite the reader’s 
attention to a pithy, if disrespectful, aphorism 
of Baron Hellenbach. For what is science? 
Science is the consensus of opinion of scientific 
men, and history has shown that it is slow to 
accept a truth. Science sneered at Newton for 
twenty years. Science proved mathematically 
that an iron ship could not swim, and science 
declared that a steamship could not cross the 
Atlantic. Like Goethe’s Mephistopheles, our 
wise professor’s forte is to “ stets verneineny 
Thomas Didymus is, to use his own jargon, his 
prototype. Let him learn that if he will but 
cease to believe in the infallibility of his own 
methods, and will look to the East, from which 
all great movements come, he will find there a 
school of philosophers and of savants who, work­
ing on different lines to his own, are many 
thousand years ahead of him in all the essentials 
A  knowledge.
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T H E  O C C U L T  P H I L O S O P H Y ,

A ddendum.

■ By  Mr. Mordaunt H eatherstone.

�� ����� just looked over the proof sheets &3 
tny good friend’s account of the events which 
led up to the death of my father, and I am able 
to endorse it on every point— save, indeed that 
he lays too little stress on the kindness and 
devotion which he displayed himself through­
out. I have asked him, however, before sending 
his proofs finally to the press, to allow me to 
make this small addition in order that I may say 
a few words upon these Indian occults of whom 
so little is known. In this appendix form, any 
reader is at liberty to neglect i t ; but should he 
be interested in the subject, I have endeavored 
to collect a little information for him.

The Eastern adepts exist at present principally 
in the north of India and in Thibet, though in 
former days it is probable that their organiza­
tion was much more widespread. Under the 
Various pames of the Egyptian priests, Cbaldeaa
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ing over an unbroken period of at least twenty 
thousand years, during which time every adept 
has handed down his powers to his initiates 
exactly as they were handed down to him, or 
with such additions as his life of study has enabled 
him to make. Wonderful as are the powers to 
which these men have attained, they are the 
first to disclaim any supernatural source for 
them. They arise entirely from an intimate 
knowledge of the nature of things and a deep 
insight into the hidden forces which pervade 
the universe. The whole race may hope some 
day to attain the learning which they have 
already acquired.

One of the first lessons which the occult initiate 
has to learn is that wisdom is not to be implanted 
in any mind by the mere process of study and of 
instruction. The soil must be prepared before 
this most precious seed can be committed to it. 
The keenest and most receptive intellect which 
is the seat also of pride, of avarice, of sensuality, 
of selfishness or the love of comfort, can never 
hope to surmount the first of the ordeals which 
the occult aspirant has to pass. These weeds 
must all be thoroughly and remorselessly eradi­
cated before the garden can be planted. For 
jeven years the young chela devotes himself tq
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this struggle for the mastery over himself, until, 
if he be successful, he finds himself pure in mind 
and body, free from gross animal instincts, 
indifferent to personal comfort, and with all the 
spiritual part of his nature developed at the 
expense of the bestial. He is then in a condition 
to receive the first teachings which will lead him 
on to the higher path. Many, of course, break 
down in this preliminary process, and are never 
deemed worthy of the honor of initiation; but 
the very essence of the order is that it should be 
select. In this way the early training comes 
from within, not from without. To use their 
own expression, “ an adept becomes— he is not 
made.”

And what are the results obtained by this most 
ancient and stringent school of knowledge? By 
the very nature of things we outsiders can only 
have vague ideas of the few which are adapted 
to our understanding. The little which we know 
is probably the mere fringe of the subject. Yet 
they comprise some fairly weighty adjuncts to 
our stock of facts.

In the first place, they have proved without 
the shadow of a doubt that man possesses a soul 
by the simple expedient of separating it from 
the body and of rejoining them at pleasure. An
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by proofs, that they have such a tnastefy ovet* 
the subtle chemistry of Nature that they can 
take the elements from the atmosphere and com­
bine them or mould them into any form they 
please, so as to make any visible object by the 
synthesis of invisible atoms. They can resolve 
a solid substance into its most minute molecules, 
waft those molecules on an occult current to any 
distance, and there unite them so as to form the 
original object exactly as it was before. In this 
manner a block of marble has been conveyed in 
an instant from Bombay to Calcutta, and letters 
have been sent with a rapidity which would 
render the telegraph obsolete.

These are one or two of the minor results 
claimed by the Eastern philosophers, and surely, 
if they profess to have attained nothing else, 
their system deserves some attention from the 
scientists of the West. The adepts themselves, 
however, in discussing the question, dismiss 
these physical phenomena as puerile manifesta­
tions, useful enough for service in this world, 
but of no permanent or real importance. The 
real value of their system lies, they declare, in 
its metaphysical or religious aspect, and there 
they claim to have cast a flood of light upon the 
destiny of the soul which will change religion
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