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AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

————reTee—

In placing the folluwing pages before the public, the author is
actuated gy two motives :—TFiestly, that recent ocourrences in our
midst, relating to some of the so-called phenomena of Spirilualism, and
questioning the evidence on which these phenomena profess to stand,
and notably the occurrence of Friday, October 19th, have created a
widespread, sensationa), and general interest throughout Australasia.

The newepapers have been full of controversinl matter on the
subject, opinions have been expressed most freely; and without
confining themselves to the alleged exposure of the 13th October, and
the immediate and trrefutable evidence on which that one fact can
alone be judged, many correspondents have wandered off into side
issues, and brought forward statemenis and counter-staiements not
material to the case in point, but mvolving the greater and wider
issue of the probability or even possibility of the occurrence of such
phenomena at all.

Certain so-called Tests are stated to have been applied by
individuvals in Sydney, who put forward the evidence of these so-called
Tﬂsht;ﬁl,din support of the genunineness of the phonomens which they
uphiold,
Cn the other band, ave the statements of ofher individuals, who
fook part in the said so-called Tests, but who cannot accept them as
guch, and can not consider the evidence adduced as sufficient ground
an which to base se bold a faith.

Therefore, the author, firstly, in the capacity of an impartial
recorder and witness, gives to the public an exact, trathful and
impartial record of these socalled Tests carried out in Sydney, that
the thinking public may sift and judge the evidence for itself,

If such occurences s these are to be held up as evidence now or
at any future time, it is well that some truthful, and undistorted record
should be available. The puthor has been present at, and assisted in,
all these much-talked-of experiments, and has kept complete written
notes and recovds, with the view to ultimate publication. This duty,
therefore, nabturally and necessarily devolves upon him, and no time
could be move fitting than the present.

As an unbissced eritie, viewing the Deoad question of Spirit
Materialisation as & whole, the anthor endeavours to avoid all narrew
and personul issues and to consider everything material to the question

‘purely in the aspect of evidence.
Un such a vexed auestion as this, it is impossible to aveid the

mention of certain names and oceurrences, and the candid criticisms
of the evidence of individuals,
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The author, while resretting the necessity, wishes to assure those
persons that his action arizes from no personal fecling in the matter,
and that no offence is intended.

No counsel, when eriticising the evidenco of witnesses and present-
ing his view of a case to & jury, would be accused of personsl feeling
in dealing with those witnesses; and the author asks the same
consideration in presenting this case to the publie,

All the authentic testimony, documentary or ntherwise, at the
author's dispossl aml relsting to the incipiency and growth of the
alleged phenomena of Materistisation, are reviewed by him,

"The wecond veason for thiz publication is somewhat different.

In dealing with a field of vesearch which necessitates the
employment of a eclass of individuals at all times more or less
associvted with trickery or imposture, it belioves the investigator to be
upon hie guard, and while retaining an impartial judgment, to be fully
alive to every possibility of frand and trickery. The man of business,
in the course of daily commercial twansactions, works upon this
principal ; and while casting no personal vefiection upon his fellow-
citizen does not leave it in the power of that other to dupe him.

How much more necessary is it, therefore, in dealing with o realm
of s0 much mystery to take even stricter precautions 1

To the true scientific investigator, this warning is unnecessory ;
but humanity embraces a Inrge class of people predisposed to dabble in
ocoult mysteries, nnd with & tendency to still believe in superoagural
interference with their peraonat welfare,

These can not be considered invostigators in any sense of the
word, but emotions, evedulous, and resdy-made dupes.

A timely warning may save such as these from the toils of un- .
serupulous imposters who abound ; and enalio them to aservibe to their
brae source, the various tricks, by which, in mwany cuses, the Impostor
plays ;P::nn the most sacred feelings of the credulous, while he relicves
them of their cash.

Numbers of persons will witness an exhibition of this sort. and
because they cannot themselves deteet how it is done, aseribe the
peeformance at once to supernatural or abnormsal ageney.

Their emotions are played upon, their religious sentiments almsed,
and the vesultant all-believing state, leaves no room for the reasoning
faculties,

In this condition they are ready to swallow everytling and ask
for more.

And yet the same persons after wilnessing o clever conjuring
entartainment, however fur beyond their powers of explanation, wenld
nevar think of ascribing such to other then the true cause,

But the bonadide conjurer doee not appeal to the emotions, neither
does he play upon the religious sentiments of his audience. Given
eertain conditions, with surroundings of semi-darkness and musie, it is
possible to produce this anreasoning, cmotional state in the majority
of persons ; and it grows with practise.

It i= merely o confidence trick.

Yool Australls
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The suthor illustrates how, from personal experiment, he iz able
to produce the exact semblanes of Materialiced Spirit forms, wader
Spirvitualistic conditions, and explains how any individual may de
the same.

A number of bona-fide tricks are thus diselosed,

It i8 not with any wish to cast veflection uapon Spivitealism or s
followers that this is done, but from & desire to open the eyes of the
unwary to all the possibilities of an artifielal souprce for much that
passes as supernatural. Although the Phenomena of Spirit Materinlisa-
tion may nob stand wpon soffivient evidenee, vet the author beligves
that, below all the froud and imposture there exists, without doubt, &
substratum of little known and abnonpal, though netural, phenumens,
which ave worthy of scientific inveatigation.

He therefore claims the sympathy and couperation of every right-
thinking person, whether spiritualist or otherwise, in his endeavour to
m[;]ﬂ-mtﬁ falsity from fruth and to remove a fruitful rource of impostare -
and evil.

For the etymology of the title “Spookland,” as expressing the
haunt or plane of the *Spook,” readers ave referred to current
Theosophical Treatises.

Lineoln's Inn Chambers,
Elizabetl Street,
October, 1894, Sydney.
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PART I

CHAPTER I

Introduction : SOME TYPICAL AND HISTGRIC
MATERIALIZATION SEANCES.

Mn. Hacxerr, Mea. Merro¥, Mns. Besaxr,

e

#4) EFORE theorising upon the origin of any particular phase of

“ earthiy matter,” or discassing the characteristics of any one
form of organised material, whether it be “ Spook,” * Spivit ™ or one of
the avery-duy forms of life, it is necessary, firstly, }m'. the propounder or
author to be personally well acquainted with the habits, manners,
customs and characteristies of that phase of naterial vpon which he
writes ; and secondly, o convey ~to his readers some exact knowledge
also of the habits and charactevistios of the race of beings about to be
discussed. My acquaintance with that realm of mystery and occultism,
which I have termed v Spookland,” and more particularly with that
greatest of all the so-called Spirituvalistic Phenomens, and nost
astounding of all the professed mysteries—* Spirit-Materialisation " —
is based principally upon my own careful reseavch and personal ob-
pervation, extending over a considerable period, and also uwpon doem-
mentary evidence at my disposal.

The exponents of thiz arch-anystery profess to bring back, to earthly
life, the denizens of the land of death ; to rrise ap to our mortal gaze,
in all the semblance of the bodies which they left behind, those friends
andl relations long since dead ; to clothe the Spock agnin with & warm
material covering of flesh, and firom the Ghost ereate for the time being,
& living, moving, speaking human entity. :

Before diseussing the trath or ereor of these professions, T willintro-
duce my readers to the habits of these ghostly heings, and for the
benefit of such as have not had a personal seguaintanes with the Spook,
or themgelves investigated this land of mystery, will proceed to recount
my observations of their habits, I will, therefore, take my reader to
some typical Spirit-Materialisation” Stances, and for the sake of
authenticity they shall be recent, and some of then: histovie, ocourrences.
That I may not be accused of adding ov subwaeting anything, I will
give the ncecounts written by others, where possible, in preference to my
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awn, and where my own account appears it shall be corroborated by
the testimony of others present.

In my early investigations of this subjeot I was introduced to n
medinm named Tlackett, and witnessed a remarkable exhibition of his
powers given at the Psychical Society's Rooms in Piti-street, Sydney.
As his particular phaso of Materialisation is considerved by Spiribualists
to be an elementary stage of the Phenomena, I eun nut do better than
introduece them to My, Hackett's powers first.

The stanee took place ina farge upstairs room about G0ft. by 201t
and when in company with three or four friends T entered this room,
there were abont seventy or eighty persons assembled, The door was
at one end, and the three windows at the opposite end were blocked by
dark blinds. Tn one corner at the end next the window was erected a
sraull platforn: or stuge about three feet high and six feet square, the
construction of this and the foor beneath being visible and anenclosed.

Upon this stage and in the angle of the room a eurtained recess was
arranged by hanging on an iron rod two curtains of hlack material,
about seven feet high, fitting closely side by side and reaching te the
stage.

I was allowed to examine the curtained recess or cabinet,” and in
faot examined the stage, floor, and adjacentwindow thoroughly without
finding anything concealed ; the only peenlinvity that attrneted my
attention being the fact that the curtains had shree or four long slits
extending from the bottom up to four or five feet of their height, On
the corner of the stage, and about two feot in front of the cabinet, was
pluced a large basin containing eut fowers. I and my friends were
alloted front seats, wy position being within four feet of this basin of
fowers,

My, IHMackett, the mediam, a powerfully-built man, sged about
thirty-eight, of dark complexion, clear cut features, and by trade a
blacksmith, after being introduced to the visitors, asconded the stage
and took his seat on o chair behind the curtains, The lights at our
end of the voom were turned out, and only a dim lght at the far end
near the door left burning. The President of the Spiritualistic Society
requestod that no person shouid leave a seat without permission, and
then took the lead in singing several hymus. After some minutes of
this sort of thing, peculiar mubterings and jabberings issned from
behind the curtaing, and I was informed that the medism was in &
trance and under *control™ of cne of his “spivit” guides nrmed
# Parehaka,” a supposed Maori.

Notb having a knowledge of the Maorl language, however, this did
1k impr-nﬂs e much ; but when the supposed @ Parchaka” broke off
wfto pigeon Fnglish and addressed seversd of his old aequaintances
present, informing ther that eertain spirit friends were there and were
woing to show themsolves, I beeame move interested.  Suddenly in the
midst of renewed jablerings o long strenk of what seemed luminous
drapery appenred between the enrtains, and as the jabbering increased
the drapery seemed to rise and distend until it assumed the rouzh
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outline of a female form. Thiz Sgure moved out across the stage and
bowed to the spectators, and being asked by a gentleman present if it
were his decessed wife, nodded in the affirmative. Thereupon the
gentleman rose and reverently tonched the hem of that drapery, and
the figure vanished in the way that it had come.

Many other forms ecame and went—some tall, some shorte..but each
one draped and all possessing the graceful gliding motion of the
orthodox Ghost.  Most of them were recognised by persons present
and many of them reverently touched, though how they were recog.
wised [ do not know, seeing that all were equally without fentures, and
Himbless,

Many of the persons at the hack professed to see the features dis-
tinctly—these persons were “clairvoyante "—though I, sitting in the
very front only a few feet from the apparitions and with remarkably
good eye sight, could distinguish none. This is evidently a facalty ne-
quired after practice.

Some of the (thoste approached the basin of flowers and appeared to
stoop towards it, and then flowers were thrown to the spectators. 1
mildly asked if I might be allowed to touch the Bpirit drapery, and
Eftnar prowising that my touch should be very gentle I was allowed to

0 R0,

In a coquettish manner the ghost dodzed close to the curtain and
in a half-distrustful sort of way submitted to my irreverent touch.

To my sceptic hand the drapery felt vemarkably like the ordinary
coarse muslin of commaerce, and 1 felt strongly templed to hold on and
pull ; buly remembering my promise, and that the friends with whom
I had eume were responsible for my goad behaviour, T said nothing and
meekly took my seat.

Another interval of jabbering by some more “Bpirit” guides, and
then we were informed that the spivits would give vs a dark seance.

The light at the back was then turned complevely out, and forth
from the ** cabinet” into the black darkness of the room issued small,
s]hwing stars and specks of incandescent light. Words cannot describe

¢ way these lights glowed and flitted &ill they lust themselves in the

darkness amonyg the speetators. A faint imagining of phosphorous and

match heads erossed the workings of my brain, but was seouted, without

- finding expression in words, 25 an insult to the mplicit trust placed by
those present in the bona-fides of the medivm.

A little more singing brought this remarkable stance to a close,
and the lights were turned ap; and after exprossing my thanks to Mr.
Hackett for his exhibition, 1 departed with my friends,

I never met Mr. Hackett again, but the histovy of his later
achievements will be related in alater chapter. The ahove account is
sorvoborated by My, Wallis, who was also present. It must pot be
presumed from this that I was ever a bigoted scoptic on these matters,
On the contrary my attitude was always that of an earnest impartial
investigutor, anxious to prove or disprove to my own satisfaction the
genuineness of many alleged remwarkable phenomena. While never
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personally approving of the teachings or objects of Spivitualis, I was
mvestigating from a scientific standpoint much of its phenomens, and
while keeping my mind unnhbizssed by the credunlous faith of the
Bpiritualist on the one side, or the dogmatic teachings of Modern
Science on the other, was prepared to aceept nothing that was uot
proved to my own satisfaction.  Tver seoptieal and on the outlook for
frand and imposture, until & fact was irrefutably proved, I have always
been ready to uphold publicly and in the fuce of populer prejudice any
phenomena, however abnormal and startling, that should reat on proper
evidence,

I will now deseribe a typieal Matecalisation Séance with Mrs
Aunie Mellen, o medivm who has obtained world-wide eelebrity among
spiritnalists and athers, and whose powers illustrate the highest stage
in the development and exposition of the alleged phenomens of Spirit-
Materinlisation. The following account of o séance held on Monday,
Sept. 10th, 1834, is taken, by kind permission of the Editor, from the
Sydney Sunday Fimes of Sept 16th, and I give the report as written
by its reproscntative in preference to my own for reasons before men-
tioned :—“Tt was on Monday evening lnst that I attended st the re.
sicience of Dr. MacCarthy in Elizabeth Street, Hyde Park, to witness
by invitation a Materialisation Beance conducted by o lady who attained
celebrity in England some yesys minee, and was veferred to by Mr
Btead in s new vear's number of Heview of Roviows for 16892, entitled
* More Ghost Stories,” ag the one person in the Tnited Kingdom of un-
doubted materialising faculty, and wndouvbted character, who could
almost alwiys seeure the presence of phenomena, and whoe had never
been detected in a trick of any kind.”

T weldition to the medium there wore present :—

Mre. Eves
Mirs B
Dr. MacCantoy

Mr. P. J. MacCawrny, dental surgeon

Mr T. 8 Hgewxwy, architect

Mr. N. Jousser, of Hunter's Hill

Mr. Roxspre, of North Sydney

Mr, Warrs {of Winchombe, Curson and Ca.)
Dy, PioksueN

Messre, Swewart and Moreaw, from Melbourne, members
of the Vietorinn Fsychical Research Society

And the representotive of the Sunday Y'ines,

Refore proceeding to witness the Maserinbisation, it was decided
to hold a short dark stanee, as i was explained, to get the powed up.
This took place, as usual, In the kitchen, and we were no sooner seated
atd had commenced to sing than a hand-bell was lifted off the table,
rung melodiously in the air over our lieads, carried backwards and
finally deposited vo the floor behind us.
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A tambourine was then wafted about the room, striking me several
smart raps on the head, jambed down on the head of nnother sitter, and
finally encircled round the medium’s left arm whilst Mr Btewart had
hold {as he assured us) of her left band. A light was struck and the
tambourine was found in the pesition deseribed, in the same manner as
oenrved at o previous skance, and attested by statutory deelarations
in our last issue,

After this the company proceeded to the roomn where the
maderialisation took place,

The apartment is o bedroom about 16 feet by 11 feet, situated on
the second floor, facing the street. The bed had been pushed back to the
front wall, leaving sbout twelve feet between it and the opposite wall.
Across the south-west angle of the room, at a height of about seven
feat, was placed a cortain-rod about four feet long, from which Ligng
a pair of dark-colored cartuins, screening & space just large encugh to
concenl a low chair for the uwse of the medinm. Nothing else wha
ever wis in the screened corner.

The only furniture in the room beside the bed)'-:urmstrd.nf a
wardrobe, o small round table, on which Dr. MaeCalthy rested his
auto-harp, and the chairs for the sitters.

1 examined the interior of the wardrobe, to make sure that no
pergon or apparaius was concesled there, and even looked uuder the
bed. The El‘.]ﬂl’ of the room was locked, and the key given inte my
charge, and the sitters placed themselves in a semi-vircle facing the
sereened] corner, my own seab Dbeing in the centve. The gas was
turred vut, but a Jamp waos left burning low, and partially shaded in
the recess ot the side of the fireplace, giving suflicipnt li}:{]it to distin-
guish the gitters und the vorions objects in the room, '

The proceedings were epened by singing Mrs. Beecher Stowe’
boautiful poemn, eommencing, * It lies around us like a eloud,” the
bouching air being sccompanied by Dr. MacCarthy on his instrument,
When this was finished another tune was started, and soon T saw an
irregulor lwminous appearance on the right side of the cnrtain. Tt
gradunlly increased in length, and then shifted its position to the
centre, and shortly assumed the form of a wan about six feet high,
enveloped in white drapery. The lower part of the features were
partially sawathed in the folds of the wrappings, The arms seemed
only partinlly developed, ne hands being visible, and, astrange to say,
the lowsr part of the figure appeared to taper off, leaving no defined
limabs vistble, and only very slight deapery where the form came in
contaol with the {looe :

The effect of this apparition was indeseribably weird, and, what.
ever the impression may have been upon those to whom it was not a
novelty, it certainly seemed to me a most awesome thing,

Here before me was a form resembling, and yet not ressmbling
& huan being, and said to be a denizen of another world—a shadowy
suhstance which seemed to zeze upon the company with passive
dignity, and whose movements were the embodiment of silence.
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The singing ceased, and the guestion was put, Whom had the
Hpirit come t0 see? The pames of various sitters were mentioned,
ﬂi at that of one of the Melbowrne visitors iv slightly bowed ite
head,

The gentleman indicated went forward right up to the form,
mentioned the nmmnes of several decessed relatives, at one of whieh
the figure bowed again. The gentleman, however, failed to recognise
auy resemblance to his relative, and after a vain endesvour to take
the spirit-hand, which, as befors described, did not appear to be
materinlised, ho retived, the form immediately afterwards vanishing
Liehind the sereen,

The voonl exercises were then resumed, and before many minntes
hod elapsed another white patch appeared, emerging from between
the curtains, and grew gradually i1l it asswoed the form of a child
about three feet six inches in height. This was goenerally recognised
as “Cisgle,” to whom the tambourine and bell performances of the
dark stance had been atiributed. She came forward, took a box of
chacolate creams off the table, rattled the box, took two out, and
placed them between Dr. MacCarthy's lips, then helped herself ic
some, and began audibly ascking them.

The question was ashed whether I might go and touch ker, to
which she appeared to bow assent; but on my going forward she
glided within the screen. Bhe svon emerged again, however, and I
ventured a second time, with the same rosult, and & third attempt
wet with no better success, the little figure each time coquettishly
avading me, and vltimately disappearing altogether,

The next figure to appenr was identified as * Geordie,” to whom
reference has previously been made in these articles. The form was
thit of o wan somewhat over the middle height, with o Learded £ace,
and, like the previous visitants, enfelded in snow-white wrappings.
He seemed to evolve from the luminous stage move rapidly than his
predecessors, as his full stature was almost immediately revealed,

FHe came and stood out in Frout of the screen, and, after o few
seconds, said, in a hoarse whisper, “ Don't ask me to do anything, as
the medivm is not very well.” Then, ssking if wo would like to see
the medium, he retired behingd the curtain, We heard the hoarse
voice saying, “Get up, stand up,” and then both came ont together,
the medium, who was in o dark dress, waving her hand and heaving
o deep-dravwn sigh, as though from exhaustion, went back into the
curtaingd recess, ** Craordie” then, turning full towards nie, so that the
wnearthly tiguve and pallid featvres weve distinetly visible, said,
“Mr, Times, what do you think of this, My, Times ("

Bomewhat {aken aback, X ventured to reply that it was indecd
mare wonderful than T had 'expected, und scon afterwards be hegan
to dematerialise, He did neot go back behind the curtain, as the
uthers bad done, but the head gradeally sanl, and the formn to lose
bath length and breadth, natil nothing was visible but an up turned
face in the contre of a small nebulons pateh in the middle of the
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floor, when from the strange nneanny lips came distinelly the words,
“ Good night, God bless you,” and all that was left of “ Geordie
vanished from our gaze.

A somewhat longer intereal ocenrred before any further appear
anee, but all at onee, during the singing, we saw onece maore the white
nucleus in front of the screen slowly rising, and also extending for-
wards until it gradually assumed the appearance of flowing drapery,
revealing before ua the figure of a lLeautiful woman, with pale bat
sweetly expressive funtures, and long dark haly bhanging down over
her shoulders.

8he was hailed as * Josephine,” another alleged frequent visitor
to the cirele, and with perfectly silent movement she moved towards
the table in front of Dir. MacCarthy, who lifted a wreath of flowers
which Iny upon the tahle and placed it ronud the figure’s necle. The
form bowed its head to receive them, and then silently glided behind
the screen, where the wreath was afterwards found. The pext form
to appear was also that of a female, bat the features were somewhat
indistinet, and she was stated to be & stvanger. After a few seconds
this form disa 1, and then “Cissie” made a second appearanes.
This time she did not emerge from the curtain, but materialised in the
room.

The little white nebulosity first appeared growing slowly wvpwards
till the childish form, with black, chubby features, became perfectly
developed. Then, vetiring for an instant within the sereen, she
re-uppeared, and daneed upon the fece, producing a sound such as
would be made by nimble, tiny barve feet.  Bhe moved backwards and
forwards, played upon the auto-harp, but did not speal, and then
demateralised before s, veversing the process by which she had made
her appesrance, the form and substance gradually sinking and fading
away to the vanishing point.

After this another youthful, but sowewhat indistinetly revealed,
form, slighter but rather taller than “Cissie,” appeared in the centre of
the screen, but disappeared after a few seconds; and as the power -
appeared to be waning, the Haoht was restored, and the séance ter-
minated,

The mediem was found sitting behind the sereen in a somewhat
exhausted condition, but in a short time revived,

It was stated to me that the forms wers unusually weak to what
thay sometimes are, s fact acenunted for Dy the illhiealth of the
medine,  This may or may not be go, but although no special tests
were nsed on she oceasion, the various appearances, as may be judged
by the above plain, unvarnished narvative, were sufliciently remuavk-
able to excite the greatest wonder and surprise.”

I now give a record of a quite historic séance, which took place
on Baturday, September 30th, 1804, for the anlightenment of Mrs.
Annie Beaant, then in Syduey.

The following is an accuraie report by the Sundey Times' repre-
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sentative, who was present, and appeaved in thatpaper on QOctober
Tth, 1804 ;—
“Sexpay Times,” Ocropen Tra, 1894,

4 géunce for spivit materialisation possessing more than ordinary
interest, not only on aceount of the nature of the manifestations, bat
beoause of the presence of a visitor of world-wide fue, took place in
Bydney un Batwrday, S0th ultimo.

It appears that Mrs. Annie Besant, though herself au earnest
investigator of oceult phenomena, and cluming to bave hed & won-
derful personal experience in connection with her reseavches. into the
esoteric mysterice of Theosophy, hed never witnessed the actual
materialisntion of fully-developed spirit forms ) but having heard of
the remarkable manifestations occurring through the mediumship of
Mrs, Mellon, on arriving In Sydpey communicated with that lady,
asking to be given the opportanity of being present at a séance.

ust at the time of Mrs, Besant’s ﬂl’ﬂ"’fﬂg Mrs, Mellon was seized
with a severs attack of illness, and it was at frat feared wounld he
unable to comply with the request ; but fortunately, both for herself
and the digtinguished visitor, she recovered move rapidly than was as
first anticipated, und the séance wns accordingly arvanged to take
place just prior to Mra. Besant’s last lecture, on the date mentionsd,
at the residence of Dr. MaeCarthy, Elizaboth-street, Hyde Park.

Bo soon as the affsir got wind, both M, Mellon and Dr
MacCuarthy were fairly besleged with applications from persons
desivous of being present, both within and without spiritualisiic
cireles, the applicants incleding leading men in political, social and
journalistic society. Both the exigencics of space and a consideration
of the unfuirness of intreducing o nuniber of new and possibly
inharmonious influences, however, necessitated the invitations being
strietly Hmited, and the circle was conseguently restricted to eighteen
persons, including the representative of the Sunday Times. Amongst
othersa present were a member of the Upper House, = doctor of
philosophy, the Rev. G. Waleers, Dr. Pickburn, My, T. S. Henry

- {architect), Mr. C. L. Wallis, apd Mr. N. Joubert. Mrs Besant was
accornpanted by her daughter, Mrx. Besant Secott, and there were also
present four othev ladies.

As Mys. Besant was to lecture in the Opera Fouse in the
evening, the stance was held in the daytime, and the subdued light
which constitutes one of the favorable conditions for materialisstion
was obtained by an arrangement of curtaing and venetion blinds by
which the degree of light could be regulated "as required, although it
may be wmentioned that ot po time during the sbance was the semi-
darkness t0o great to prevent reading the time by the dial of an
ordinary watoh,

The arrangement of the room was muell the same as on the
occasion of the séance previously described in the Sunday Times,
excopt that all supecfluons furniture was cleared out to make room
for the larger number of wirters, who were seated on three rows of
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chairs, occupying fully two-thirds of the fluor space. The cabinet,
as it is technically called, consisted simply of a lLrass curtain rod
and pair of carcains fixed across one corner of the room, behind
which was placed a low chair for the medivm,

At about 3 o'clock the proesedings commenced by most of the
sitters joining in singing, and after two or three airs had been got
shrough, whilst in the maidst of “ Yo hanks and braes,” a tall form
enveloped in white dvapery appeared in front of the cubinet,

At first the outline was indistinet, hut geadually it took on that
of & man, and was recognised by previous sitters ne that of * Geopdie.”

Soon the singers ceased, and the ghostly visitant, instesd of
remarking “Thook you I after the usual polite manner of earthiy
suditors, observed in somewhat gutieral tones: * T say, that's not
very %m:] ginging." Those not too much awestruck by the appa-
rition laughed, but Geordie chipped in again, I say, there’s a lady
here,” and just then e femals form appeared to the left of Geordie, who
avidently prided himself on the manner in which he was doing the
honors as M.C,, and added, * She comes for Dr, 8." The gentleman
indicated rose, and asked, somewhat nervously, “ What is the lady's
namg " “ How should T know ; she is u foreigner!” was Geordie’s
prompt reply.

He then vemarked: “There are three of us hers,” and had
searcely spoken when the little spivit known ps “ Oissie ™ was seen
standing on Geordie’s right, all three foring hwing distinetly visibla
together, '

The gentleman for whom the stranget spirit had come heve made
some pdvenees forward, and asked if Le might shake hands with hey,
but wag informed by Gioordie that she had no hands.  Bhe appearced
to bo not ‘l-'r.*v_r strongly materialised, and soon afterwards disappeared
within the enbinet after bowing several times.

Cissie now came out of the cabinet, took up a hand-bell which stood
on & small table near, and rang it vigorously. Some of the company
asked her to go over to Mrs Besant, but she appeared sither some-
what shy or not sufficiently strong to do so at first, although Geordie
encouraged her by saying, “ Ge out, liwle one.”

She was then asked to place her foot upon a slate which had
been previonsly dusted with soot in order to obtain, if possible, a foot-
print. She appeared to do so several fimes, but the impressions as
aftorwards seen were vory indiskinet, #s though it had Deen brushed
by drapery,

Ulissie exocuted a sovbof baby hornpipe, then apparently commenced
seavching for something  She crumpled ond tove up eeveral papers
Iying on the table, and, after vetiving into the eabinet, re-uppeared.

“COome nlong, dear,” said Mres, Besant, envouragingly, and the
little figure toddied across and handed her o flower, received one from
her in return, played a few chords on an avto-harp, and then retived,
kissing her hands ag she disappeared. :
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Dr. MiacCarthy nexs formally introduced Geordie to Mrs. Besans,
saying: " This is George Thompson, Mrs. Besant; he is commonly
known as Geordie. Allow me to introduce Mrs. Besant, Geardis ; one
of the most remarkable women of the age, or of any age.”

Geordie replied, “I know it,” bowing gracefully; and added,
“ most delighted to meet you, Mrs. Besant.”

“ JOSEPHINEY
Fram o photosaepk selen Maeek I8, J80G.,
The following conversation then took place between Dr.
MacCarthy and Geordie 1w
Doctor: “{(Geordie, will you answer me one or two questions?
Tell me ; are you George Thompson ¥
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Geordie: “ I am, and no other.”

Doetor : Do you earry with you your own distinct and com-
te intelligence, or are you the desire body or Kama- or "
}?:pmk " of the Theosophists ¥ ; i

Geordie: *I have my own complete intelligence. Do you take
me for a lunatie? I am not a desire body nor o spook—neither am I
the sub-conscious intelligence of anyone present, doctor.” '

The latter part of the reply being & palpable hit at the Doctor's.
favourite theory, provoked some laughter amongat the circle, e

Dovtor : “One more question, Geordie. Fave you besn retavded
in your developiuent aince you first materialised 3

Geordie: *“No; on the contrary, I have progressed.”

Mra, Besant here asked i she could ses the medium, and Geordie
having answerad yes, he broaght Mra. Mellon outside the cabinet,
when Mrs. Besant was led forwerd by the doctor and took the
medium's hand, Geordie still standing alongside in view of the whole
circle,

(Gleordie then retired, and after a brief interval another female
form appeared, which, by its graceful proportions and long flowing
hair, was easily recognised as “ Josephine,” another frequent visitor
to the cirele, She bowed to the company, advanced with an almoss
imperceptible motion towards Mrs. Besani, who handed her some
Howers, bowed her acknowladgement, and then, by request of sume of
the' sitters, dematerialised outside the cabinet, the form gradually
diminishing until only a smwall leminous cloud with a trace of the dark
hadr was visible on the floor, and then vanished altogether,

Geordie then re-nppearved, and remarked, “T don't think T can
o wuech morve, T'm afraid 'm overdoing it, He then asked that
someone should go to the medinm, and thereupon instantanecusly
vanished as the doctor entered the eabinet,

He found Mrs. Mellon in a very exhausted condition, and states
that her pulse was very rapid rnd fechle, scarcely perceptible. Mra.
Besant also went forward and took her hand, ung;e as showing the
power of contact, the doctor states that after a few moments the pulse
vesumed its force and volume, and its rate lowered almost to normal.

Subsequently the medium, whilst apparently in & trance, was said
to be under * control” by Cissie, who informed the sitters, in child-
ish accents, that when she was crumpling up the papers she was look.
ing for chocolate creams, and waes much disappointed that none had
been provided, as when materialized she was very fond of those sweet-
‘ments,

Bhe also informed the Sundey Pimes representative that some
day she would perforn the feat known as tho ring test, or passing
matter through matter, by placing a ring upon his arm whilst he had
hold of the hand of another person, : '

The sitting lasted altogether about cne hour and three-quarters,
and was undoubtedly of a most astonishing as well ag interesting
character.
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Extract from letier of Rer. Georye Wallers,
(To 1o Eprror ©Scspay Times™

Sir,—Having, at your request, perused the proof of an article
describing & séance held at De MacCarthy’s house, at which M.
Besant and others, including myself, were present, I can say
unhesitatingly that the article gives a stwmple, straightford, unvoe-
nighed neovont of what did ocenr-—T i, ete,,

Gronae Warress,

The following opinions, expressed by Mrs, Besant-Seolt to a
Methourne fMarwld repovier after the above séance, are intﬁrﬁﬂti]]g s

¢ eordic’s” ! turn' having ended, Jeosephine cane on.  She
asked the company atter their health, &e., nnd ncoepted some fowers
which Mces. Desant oflered her

“ Cissy,” a little African, next appeared, and expressed her die-
appointment that she could not have some chocolater. She spoke in
very badly broken Eoglish, and haadled the words * moleculor inter-
spaces” with inartistic inability. They seemed to catch in her throat,
and shis had great difficulty in getting through with them.

“ Cisuv™ having retired, another spirit was onlled. It secmed
somewhat ill ab ease. A Frenchwan was prosent, and on being told
thatb the newcomer was a friend of his, exhibited the greatest excite-
ment, grasping u chair by both hands in bis fright,  The spirit fled in
sood time, and then Geordie, Josephine and Clssy cnme vut together.
Josephing subsoguently theew w earaation at Mrs, Besant, into whosa
lap ih fell,

Mrva, Mellon appeared with Geormdie afterwards, and about this
theve was an element of suspicton. 1t is quite possible, T think, for
her to he supporting a lay figure by her left Land, as she and Geordie
declined tu shalke hands.

When asked as to the demnaterialisation, she said : “ The forms
gradually faded away towards the foor, until they became simall
speeks, which eventually disappemred ”

When psked if she thought deception was practizsed ar this
séance, Mrs. Scott said, " Well, I was dobious when I saw the
curtaing go out in the direction of the wardrobe; but ns to the
dematerinlisation, there iz something about it which T cannot
explnin,”

Now, with all ¢due deference Lo Mes, Besant-Scott, she las up-
wittingly incorvectly deseribed two Important peinte—festly, thac
oF osephine spoke ; and, secondly, thas Cissie herself spoke, Jospphine
never spoke, either divectly or through the entvanced medivm, and
Oissie spoke only through s Mellon'’s voice, or, a8 it is termed,
through the entranced medinm under control of Ciasin,

e mosk devout and recelar atbendants av Mys, Mellon's séances
never peofess to bave heard cither © . Josephine” or © Cissie” speak,
and the only materialised formthat T have ever heard speak is “Geordie.”
I will ask my readers to bear this mmind, as it ¥ an important peint
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in the chain of evidence which I will discuss farther on. The “an
explainnble dematerialisation™ I will alzo discuss.

The veporter also describes the litile figure of * Cissie” as
toddling acvess and banding Mys. Besant n Hower, As & master of
fuot, Mys. Besant went over to receive the Hower, and the fignre of
“ Olgsie” was never ab zny time maove than twelve inches in front of
the ourtains, though the honds, of course, reached further.

The experiment with the sooted stute was tiied by myself as a
feat, and proved o very good ope.  Mrs, Besant and myself examined
the slate 1n full light afterwards, and found only the marks caused by
the drapery.

With the excoption of this discrepancy, thess are correct reports
of anthentic séances from the point of view of an ordinary spoctator.
Anybody who gained admission te the inner circle of & fanous
miaterialising medium would see a very similar exhibition.

In the course of my resenrch on the subject, T lad witnessed a
great many such séances. I had come in vontact with Mrs. Mellon
in her capacity as o professional medinm, and it was in the aspect of
an investigator only thas 1 had dealings with Ler.

With u view to recording and publishing my observations, I kept
a complete vecord of onch séance as it took place, with my eriticisms
upon the same.  Those readers who wish for an aceount of Mrs.
Melon's other sdances will find very full details in Pact 1TL of shis
Lok,

The litarature of Spivitandism teens with such acconnts of Spivit.
Materinlisetions, and such exhibitions seen (o satisly the [ongings
and eravings of the majority of Spivitualists, Put shey do not
satisfy the investigator ; and though ha may nof detect any absolute
proof of fraud, weither has he, in all this, any positive proof of
genuineness,

The difference between the Spiritualist and the sceptical inves-
tigator is this: that the scepiic doubts everything until evidence is
brought forward which precludes the possibility of fraud, while the
Spiritnalist gues there prepaved to Delieve everything he sees and
hears, and shats his eves to any possibility of fraud.

Thus we find thousands of witnesses ready to uphold the genuine-
ness of phenomena which they have seewm, for the reason that the
great majority of Lthe wilnesses of such phenomenn are, for very good
reasons, Hpiritnalists, and Jeave their reasoning powers bebind when
they attend these axhibitions,

Faith us blind and credulons as any other, holds sway hers, and
such people, without taking farther trouble to think, aceept, as com-
pletaly vonvincing evidence of such pstounding phenowena, exhibitions
such as I huve deseriled, '

There is no searching of the wedium beforchand—nothing to
show that the modiom is not masquerading as a ' splrit” vutside the
cabinet, or manipulating luy ficsres and wushin drapery. The whele
proceedings are so hedged round with soch ssitable, and in fact such
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absalutely necessary conditions, that trickery is made easy, and great.
indoed must be the faith that can accept such evidence as establishing
50 grave a question.

I do nok for a moment wish to infor that Spirifualism rests solely
upon evidence such as this.  Althongh materialisation hwlds with theny
an important place, many Spirivnalists profess to find greater and more
inspiring evidence in other and lesser phenomonn—such as alleged
trance and diveot spivit compunicationeweon which to build their faiile
With these other phencvinena the present troatise doos not deal ; they
may or may not be worthy of investigation, but they are heyond the
limits of the question urder congideration.

With regard to the relialility of the evidence of witnesses, {4 is
reqnarkable how few persons bave the faculty of exact chservation at aB
developed. This 15 largely a matter of vraining, and it often happens -
that wost important circmmstances, and perhaps some erecial peint,
are entively overlooked through the lax observations of witnesses.

Ask two people to deseribe from memory any conunon object of
every-iay life, and ene will note every detail with exactness, while the
other will have but a hazy ides. Tt therefore follows, that inr field of
such research as that in question, the valve of the testimony of wit-
nesses is far from equal, and that scientific or expert evidence can
alone be eounted warthy of censtderation,

T have froquently, after ceviain sdunces, heard witnesses state
that o certain form had walked ouf into the iwiddle of the room, or had
4 demnteriolised ' or vanished in the middle of the flooy, while T wyself
and others from more enveful observation could state positively that
guch was not the cuse, and that such & statement was an exnggeration,
ko say the Jenst of it. There is & vast difforence between a form
vanishing in the middle of the floor and “demnterialising” six inches
in front of the curtains of the eabinet. BSuch discrepancy of evidence
is easily vnderstood when we bear in mind the Jazity of observation
and of speech with which so many people are blessed. Tf there is any
possibility of the existence of a loophole for trickery or deception, thea
such svidence is not worth addueing ot all.

All the neguative cvidence which the thousands of spiritualistic
witnesses bring forward is only negalive evidence ufter all, and thers-
fore worthless ns evidence Tt omly goes to prove that these thowsands
of passible dupes did not detect the trickery i nny existed, while ne
amount of sneh evidence can prove that trickery did not take place,
Where theve ie o possibiliby of frand—.and even & very grest probability
judging by the history of the subject—the cureful investigantor will
begin by presuming these alleged phenomena due to trickevy, and hold
that opinion unti] he finds direet and Irvefutable evidence to the con-
trary, And how is he to obtain this cvidence, which muost be scientifie
or expert 1 Bach evidence must be based on carefully-considered ex-
periment, practically and earefully carvied out, tuking absclutely
nothing for granted, allowing no sentiment to interfere, and precluding
every possibility of frand. Experimenis such as this were carried out
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somo years ago by Willimmn Crookes, FR.8,, in Eugland, and Professor
Johann Zolinér in Germany, and tended to establish the probability of
hitherto unrecognised natoral Jaws and abnormal forces, which were
geouped by them under the name of “Psychic Poree,” No spiritnalism
entered into the ealeulations of these scientists ; they professed to deal
with natural—tbough litile snderstood—-phenomena, and treated their
experimenta from the purely matevial stundpoint. Following on the
experiments of these men, Pevchical TResearch Bocieties have been
formed in wost of the large cities of the world, and the Payehical Re-
search Bociety of London numbers pmong ity members some of the
leading men of the present day.

This was my standpoint shen I tock up the sulject, and from
this material aspeet I have always viewed paychical investigntion.
In the lesser so-called spiritualistic phenomenna fl;;wﬁ found, from a
material point of view, much that is worthy of study and research ;
and while 1 see absolutely no cvidence on which to base the hype-
thess of a spiritual origin for any of these, T believe that a greater
knowledge of the nature]l hws, which undoubtedly govern these
pbenomena, may be turned to practical and muterial advantage.

That a telegraphic message may be sent from point to poind
without a connecting wire is already an established fuet. Why not
aventually dispense with the electric battery also! Tvery year gives
some new fact to science, and shows but more plainly the limited
view of Nature which our present kuowledge allows ve, But this
does not prove epirit materialisation any more than the existence of
the foree we call electricity or steam power does. Having, however,
taken up the study of these lessey so.called phenomens of spiritualism
with this object, 1 wus also anxious to experiment with, and test for
mysalf, ite so-called greater phenumens of waterinlisation. With
ity in view, I attended a rreat nwmber of these orthodox sdances
with the medium, Ms Ilfieﬁﬂﬂ, and my own observations carefully
noted, so far from being in sepport of the genuincuess of the pheno-
mena, tended to make me even move sceptical.

Exhbibitions such as these might be revorently regarded by
“ fnithful believers  but to the practical investigator they were meost
unsatisfactory. When, thercfore, sowe intimate friends and fellow-
investigators proposed to form a committee and to earry out some
interesting experiments and *tests,” with a view to clearly estab-
lishing the genuineness or otherwize of the phenomena oceurring
iihmugh Mre. Mellon, I readily consented to join with and assist
tlemi,
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CHAPTER II,

The * Test” Seances and Criticisms.

TEST NO. I —Trr MaTeriALIBATION OF SPIAITE WHILE THE
Memea 15 sreprve Cursioe CABINET,

With the object of carrying out these experiments with the
mediom, Mrs, Meilon, a committes consisting of the following persons
was formed in the month of June, 1804:—Ais E , AMe J.
F-—0, Mr. N. Joubert, De. Al——, Mr, P. J. M——, Dr. Pickburn,
Mr. Rumble, Mr. T, Shekleton Henry, Ar, Chas. L, Wallis.

The “ tests ® wore formulatod and proposed by Dr. 3M—-,
after consultation with the medium, and it was arranged that they
should take place at 223 Flizabeth-street, Sydney. 1t was agreed to
publish the rosults, and I undertook the writing of the revord of
ench a8 it occurved.  As theso experiments were Lo take place in
Br. M-—e.’e honse, he natweally took the divection and arrangement
of details, and seftled what “ fests ¥ were to be applied, in fact it
was throngh the pemsonal influence of Dy, M-—. that the wedium
conganbed 10 nudorgo any tests at all.

This lady talked so wuch of the cruelty of tests which she
professed to have wndergone in England, of “straight jackets, wire
cages, bags, wires, seals, and cerds,” that De. M—— agrecd that she
should not be subjected to any snch “cruclties ” at s hands, and
experiments were therefore arranged with the idea of suiting al
parsics.

The requisite “sympathetic element” wus supplied by the
presence of three spiritvalists on the conanittes ; in fact that wonld
seem to be their chief qualification for being there. The object of
the first “test " was to demonsirate the genuineness of the pheno.
mena of materindisation, by the medinmn sitting outside the cabines
in view of the spectators, and then producing “spivit” forms.

. This first “test’ séanee took place on Tuesdny, 26th June,
1804, and we assembled as above, with the addition of Mrs, Re—w
at 8.33 pm. The accompanying plan, drawn to seale, shows the
arcengement of the romn, sitters, and curtained 1ceess or * cabinet,”

Mrs, Mellon and her hushand avrived shortly hefore 9 p m., and
then the door and windews of the room wern locked and sealed.
Mrs. Mellon consented at my suggestion to take her hair down, and
permitted me to messure it, and then tie it up in & pecubiar knot at
the back, In such o manner that it could not Le untied without
notice, I also proposed to place & tape round her neck or body and
seal the same to the back of the chair, but to this she would net
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consent, excusing herself on the plea that the smell of sealing-wax
wade her il

A zmall bamboo talle (B-B}, on which were two or three sheeis
of foolscap paper (previously examined apd initialled) and a peneil,
wig plieed agninst the window and about n foot from the curinin of
“pabinet,” The lamng, shaded with & pink globe, was placed nt the
back of the sitters, as shown on plan, and 1o 'ﬁiiﬁ My, Mellon attended
throughout the evening, and regulated the light to suit the
“epirite.” No offer wa: made by the medium to allow herself to
be searched, and Dre. 3 —— appeared to vely wpon her bona-tides.
We relied upon hin in thet matter,

Af U poa she took her chair {(at A. A, on plan} outeide the cabinet,
and the gas was turned completely out. The light from the shaded
lamp was very dim, and I could only see the piece of white tape on tha
medinm’s hair showing against the dark back ground of the curtains,
and barely distinguish tiw dim outhine of thw back of her chair and
elbowe. She sat with her back lo the sitiers and facing the eurtains, -
saying that the light on her face from the lamp would be disturking,

A fow chonds on e M 's auto-harp and a lttle singing
trom the company, and after shout eight or ten minutes a white hazy
form seemed to grow gradually up from Mrs. Mellon's lap and at the
same time extendod downwards to the floor beside har knee. This at
firat appeared ltke a long ateip of white drapery, and then fluctunted
amd distended until part of the deapery covered the medinm's shoulder,
though T eold not detect any movement of her baek or elbows while
thie was going on

The drapery bad now asswemed the vough shupe of a draped female
form with hend covered, and then slowly what appeared to be san arm
went vut, like the arm of & semaphore, and pointed towards the fire-
place.  The process was then exactly veversed and the form was lost
to sight, apparently somewhere down near Mrs, Mellon’s lap.

Next a short form of the smne draped charncter- appesred about
twelve inches from the medinm on the side nesrest the window. Tt
was about the lieizht of a child of £ or § years, and aftera few minutes
appeared o be reabzorbed into the medium.

Mrs. Mellon then informed us that these were “Josephine” and
“ Clagy” “ brying to materinlise,” but that they were unable to do 30
properly oulside * gabinet,” as it required so much extra power. The
effect was cortainly very wonderful, but the Hght was so dim that one
eould not see what was golng on in front of the medivin. We ex-
pressed ourselves so far sptisfiedewwe could not do otherwise ; we weve
under promise not to lenve owr seats (to personally investigate} ; and
though the darkness and absenee of searching provided awple oppor-
tunity for trickery, it cleasly would pever do to make such an
acousation without proof. This form of exhibition was new to me
and t0 most of the others present, and one cannot be expected to
have an explanation ready om the spur of the moment for all the

dational Library of Auztralis



19

“phenomenn” at the command of a medivm of twenty-five years
standing.

Mrs, Mellon then retired into the * cabipet,” and was said to be
entranced or “ controlled” by * Cissie,” who talked through-her in the
usual childish manner for some time, while (as she informped us)
“Josephine” was materinlising inside.  “Josephine” shortly after
appeaved clothed in white, with bave arms and neck, and long derk
hair hanging down over her showlders, Bhe walked out inte the
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middle of the room, took some Aowers which were handed her by Dr.
ML , separated thew, sod then came over and handed me one at
arm's length, At request she then pllowed Dre. M t0 measnre
her hair with tape for comparison with the previous measurement of
the medium's. This he did in the most reverent manner passible, and
did not take the opportunity, which he might, of ascertaining that it
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was nob o wig that he was measuring, " Josephine” then retived to
cabinet, and after s short inferval * Cissie” appeared between the
opening of the curtains and took a box of chocolutes, which were
handed to her by Dr M. —. She then romped aliont with the
sound of bare foet upon the floor, and dodged round the back of the
curtaing and out of the side next the window. Bhe was reguested
then to place her hand upon the sheet of foolscap on the little table,
and without coming away from the curtains she placed her hand
apparenily on the paper and traced round ite outline with the peneil,
After the séance the paper waz: examined, and the drawing reproduced
was found vpon it. ¢ Cissie” returned to “cabinet,” and then a tall
attennated form which bowed to the nome of * Wahrengha” appeared
bevween the curtaing and shook handswith D M.-wm, who advanced
for the purpose—(Dr. 3. afterwards deseribed the hand a2 not
fully formed)—and then appeszed to bring the medinm out and showed
ler to the sitters. Dr M again sdvanced and shook hands with
the medium. Unly one of her hands was visible

Both the form and the medinvm then vanished hehind the curtains,
and, after a short interval of singing, we were informed that the
power was exhausted, and that nothing more would occur that night,
The gas was accordingly lit, and the medivm emerged from the cabined
apparently rvather tired. Her hair was found to be in the same
eondition as when tied wp by me, and on compavison of the measure.
ments of the hair, * Josephine’s” was found to be about three inches
longer than Mye, Mellon’s.  This together with the knot construeted
by me, proved at any rate that whether * Josephine” be Mrs, Mallon
herself or not, Mrs. Mellon's own hair does not do duty on these
oceasions.  This brought the first *test” to n close, and we departed
with plenty of food for reflection.
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CHAYTER IIT.

TEST NO» 2: Tas Fizst PHOTOGRAPHIC SEANCE *Greoppie”™
PooTocrarasDn.

The second of the series of * test * sdances with Mres, Mellon was.
held this afterncon (Sunday, July 15th, 1884), ina voom on the second
floor wt 393 Dlizabeth Sireet, Bydney, The nccompanying plan shows
the exact arrangemenkt of the room, eameras, sitters, medium and
“ eabinet,”

The object of this “fest” was to oblain photographs of the.
“ materialised " forms, if possible in daylight, for the principal reason.
of proving their reality, and sbjectivity, and that they were neither
doe to hallaciuation nor hypnetism. TFPhotographe of “ materinlised
apirit ” forms had heen taken by Dir. M in daylight en previous.
occasions, notably that of “ Fosephine,” reproduced in this book;but az
they weranot taken under * test” conditions, they were not considered
satisfactory ag evidence.

Now, the ordipery *“spirit photograph,” as understood
spivitualists, means the image leoff on the sensitised plate of a shadowy,
onsubetantial, or vapourous form or forms, which forms, they assert,
ary always hovering round about us, although generally invisible io the
huwman sye.  These shadowy heings are sald by spiritualists to be the
spivits of departed friends. ete, ; and they olaim that, although invisible
to the hunan eye in its nocmal sinte, woder eertain conditions.
bhese spivite affeot the sensitized plate of the eamern, and thus leave
their image, This is the * spirit ¥ photograpl in the true sense of the
word, and these airy, unsehstantial beings, are not “ matecialised ™ to
undergo the processof photagraphy, but arein sheir supposed usual,
and humanly speaking, invisible state. Such photogruphs have
frequently heen exhibited, and have been reproduced in Mr. Btead’s
journal from time to time ; buk the testimony as to their genuineness
is, like the photographs themselves, too shadowy to allow of their being
considerrd evidence at all. It is well known that such photographs
may easily be produced by a Httle teickery and manipulstion of the.
plates or back-ground ; though, in spite of the conviction of several
persons for this offence, there are not wanting plenty of dupes who
spend their tnoney in obtaining these dubious portraits of their deceased
friends and relatives.

There are several methods by which spurious spirit-photograps are
produced, forinstanceby manipulation of the plates either before or after
they nre placed in the camera, or the higher department of fluorescence
may be employed and any object rendered capable of heing photo-
graphed which, to the normal boman eve, is vtterly invisible. 1f the
object besoprepared in a dark room as to refiect only the ultra-violet rays.
of the spectrum, it wilt be eastly photographed, although invisibie to.
the slnrpest eve

dational Library of Auztralis



ll.|'
‘\. &,
LY &
t\. F
% "
bl 2o ,,D P
AOCHRGE L JOOT.
. ; Curlained
: Kecess.
:
Emfﬂ? 4 3 3 k :f MEEEL

Pian of Room at 223 Elizabeth Straet, Sydney, in which the
Fhowogeaphle * Test” took place.

A-A~Dr. M s Carnera, BB—-Mr. P J M s Clamera,
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(=Mr, . L. Wallis,
H—Mrs. E

(weMr. T, 8. Henry.
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By the agency of fisoreseence, figures depicted vpon a back-
ground by such a substance as di=ulphate of guinine may become
visible to the camera. Such a solution, although to the eye it is
colourless like water, is to the camera as Llack as ink, and in this
manner & back-ground sereen might be prepaved.

But through the medivmship of Mrs. Mellon, the forms to be
photographed were  meteriabised,” that is to say substantial awnd
visible to any eye, and with the ordinary human atteibates, as wis.
nessed nt the wsual séances, which have already Leen deseribed in
Chapter 1.

The photographing was to take place in daylight, a thing hitherto
unknown with any other mediom ; and results in the way of * epirit ”
photographs were expected which would surpass what had gone before.
Do care had been taken in the parchase and sealing up of the plates
in the presence of witnesses, to prevent any tampering in that direc-
tion ; and the “eabinet™ having heen constructed under my own
supervision and examined by everybody previously to taking their
seats, there was clearly no chenes of manipulating a backgreund, were
it otherwise possible in daylight.

The plates used were Iiford’s rapid dry plates, and were purchased
by Mr. Rumble and Tir. M at Frost and Shipman's, George-
streat, Bydney, on July 13ch, 1204, and sealed by Mr, Bumble In the
presence of Dr. M and the assistant, with Mr. Rumble’s own
sanl, and were then taken to 223 Elizabeth-street, and locked and
esnled up in a cupboard there in the presence of two witnesses,

The commitbee assombled at 2.30 on the afternon of July 15th,
and the cupbomwrd was palocked and the sealed packet inspected by all,
Then the sealed packet was cavefuily guarded down to the dark roons .
by Dr. Pickburn, Mr. Rumble and Dr. M , und the seals broken
and all the plates transferred to slides in the presence of these
witnesses, never leavieg their sight ontil placed in the two cameras
upstairs in the séance vooma. We had all now assemhbled in this room,
and the two cameras, which had been previously focussed, were placed
in position, as shown at A-A and B-B on plan.

The medium had srrived, and was rewoving her hat and cloak, I
had expected that Dr. 31 wounld say something about searching
heforchand to make the '* test”™ complete. He had not said anythipg
lowever, so I stated to him that he ought to insist on this poiut, as it
was the crucial one of the whole proceedings. With considerahble
deference he suggested it to Mrs. Mellon, and she rather hesitatingly
consented to be searched by Mrs. e in an adjoining voom, Mrs.
B reported that this had been done,and brought the modinm intothe
séunce room, and the door was then locked and sealed at 5 o'clock, and
the key retained by Mr. Wallis, After Mrs, Mallon had arranged the
sitters as shown on plan, apd with their backs to the ** ¢abinet,” and
tha blinds had been adjusted so as to vegulate the bright sunlight frem
the windows, she took her pince inside the cabinet at 3.5 p.m., and
<drew the curtaine. These curtains had been 50 arranged with pulleys
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that they worked easily and rapidly, and the cords brought down
behind in such a way that ene polt opened and another pull closed
thew. It had also been stipelated and agreed to that no person should
look round when the cartains were opened and the signal given to
expose the cameras, snd even Dr. Mew— and his brother, who
attended to the eameras, were under promise to uncover the lenses

* without looking round.  This was explained by the medivm ne o neces-
sary condition, for the rewson that the direet zuze of the huwan eye
would, digintograte the “materialised formns” After a eonsiderabie
intorval of singiug to the accompaniment of the nuto-harp, the signal
to expose the cameres was given at 532 pm. by the cartuins being
drawn apart,  An exposure of two seconds was given, and the ourtaine
then closed, Mr, P.d, M-—-—'s camers inissed five, or rather he was
late in exposing.

I sat with my wateh and oote-book on my knee, and noted the
time and particulars of each event,

Mre. Mellon, who was apparently not entranced, then remarked
from within the “ ealiinet ™ that she thought she was out of focns and
behind “ Geordie,” bunt that they would try again,

. We sang ngain ab request, and Mrs. Mellon made a few mors
remarks from behind the curtaing, and said thot “ Geordie ” informed
her that he would show himself to us afierwards, but that we were
not to leok now.

At 340 pan. Mrz. Mellon was '*contvolled ™ by % Cisste,” and
spenling from within the *cabinet,” in ¥ Cissie’s” childlike voics, said
that she came to give vs instructions about taking the next photo,
and further vematked that B, Pickhuorn woes Jooking vound from the
corner of his eyes, and that “that made ‘Geordie’ shrink and bored
holes in bim,'' nnd again requested that we should not look round.

Under the ciroumstances this was a very pardonable curiosity on
Dr. Pickburn's part, and L myself, aid others must, plead guilty to the
same offence § bat it furnished valualle evidence forther on.

[ noticed also that 3ys. E and Mpr. Wallis had provided
themselves with & hand mirrer, though undetected from the ¢ gabinet,”
and stated afterwards that they obtained an excellent view of
* Geordie” while the curtains were parted for the photographing.

Ar 3.49 pm. the signal was given and both cameras ex
agnin for two seconds.

The biinds were then drawn down and the room slightly davk.
ened, and we turned round in expectancy of * Geordie's” promised
show, the cameras being kept rendy,

After tive minutes’ wailting, ** Geordie ” suddenly peeped out of
the “cubinet)” and quickly drew in again. T gob an excellent view
of his face, and can deseribe it as very shining, and not at all lifelike.
The cheeky were very highly coloured, and the wlhole expression was
lifeless, unreal, and fixed. Thiz was tho same impression the other
spectators reorived, and was explzined afterwards by the spiritualists
as being due to “ Geordic’s” intense desive to remain abeolutely stilt
for the photograph.
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I may here vemark that the readiness with which Spiritualism
finds an explanation or excuse for any possible point of ohjection thas
may be raised ik veally wonderful. Immediately *“QGeordie ” drew
baclk into the “ cabinet” Mes Mellon enlled out to Dr. Mo 10 g0
over, He went and examined her pulse, and stated to us that
# Geordie” had disappeared, and that the wedinm was alone in the
“owhinet,” although we had all swen My, ** Geordie” just two seconds
previq]mu]}r. This was guiek work, and beat his usual dewateriatising
readrd,

At 4 poon Mrs, Mellon said that there way a lady “ materialising ”
in the cabinet, whom she did not know, Al this time we wore facing
tlie cabineb, nod when the form appeared and stood for aboutb 3 seconds
bebween the curtaing, we sl had & good view of it.  Thelight, it will
be remembeved, had been previously saldued to allow *Geordie® to
meet our gaze, sdded to which the daylight was now failing. This
may sccount for the fact that both Mrs, B and Dr. M—— thought
they recognised a deceased relative in this strange lady. Dr. M—
althoagh saying that he thought the light insufficient, was anxious o
plotogragh this lady, and exposed the camerns for another 4 seconds
while we turned our backs. Then the plates were changed, and the
same formn opened the curfains again and stood far 10 seconds for n
second exposure, All these plates furned out afterwards to have been
wakted over this lady, »s they were failures from insufliciency of light.

1 was very well satisfied with the good look T had at her, however,
and noticed that the face was falr and antmated, snd the eves blue,

Tn fact the face bare & striking resemblance to the medinm, and
the contrast between the pallorand animation of this face and the high
colour, shiny gloas, and rigidity of “ Geordie’s,” was very marcked.
Here 1 may say that there were more spiritualistic explanations given
to agcount for this resemblance to the medium,

“ Cissie ' took “control ® again at 415 pv.  Mus. Mellon in the
usual childish accents of this influence, said that the last form was o
Iady apparently between thirty and forty years of age, unknown to her,
and appoared to have died of a wasting disease; and also said that
there was a child inside the " cabinet ” ** materalising.” However, this
form did noc appear, and Mes. Melion then said that she thought the
power was eéxhausted, and terminated the séance at 420 p.m.

Dr. Pickburn, Mr. Ramble, De. 3—-— and Mr. P. J. M—— then
took the slides down stairs to the dark voom and witnessed the removal
and development of the plates.

The medium, apparently exhausted, rensined seated inside the
sabinet until the reat of us went down stairs to get ton; some refreshe
ment belng sent up  to her in the © eabinet.” '

The negatives, when develsped, were handed round for the
inspection of all, and, with the exception of the failwres alreedy
enumerated, were very clear and weli-defined portraits of * Geordie.”
The photographs from these negatives are already well known to the
Sydney public, and some of the best have heen reprodoced for
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publication, Alter the negatives had been shown to the medium, she left
the house to retorn home. :
The resnlt of this sfance was very gratifying, aud the great

advance which these negatives showed upon all previous * Spirit-pho-
tographs” was considered to redonad greatly to the mediem and the
phumgmgghew. Theorvetieally they were cowplete “tests” as to the
venlity of Spirit ateriabisation. The chain of enrvefully considersd
evidence, duly witnessed step by step by several velialle persons,
from the purchast and sealing wp of the plates in the shoyp down to
their developinent afterwards in the dark voow, was unbroken pnd
theoretically vcomplete, nnd apparently lefs no loophole for any possi-
pility of trickery, From a praeticel view, however, the weakest point
in this whole chain of evidence was the fact that while there were
several withosses to attest every other point, there was only one
witness 1o the searching. To the wajority of those present this
apprarad but a trifling .matter ; in fact, so trifling that it wns almost
overlooked. Dr. M—— and others considered the Dbonafides of the
medinm to have been sufficiently tasted in England to aceept her ipss
dirtt withont more enguiry. He promised, however, to strengthen
this point of evidence at the next *‘test,” on wy sugeestion that other
witnesses to the searching weould strengthen what appeared to my
mind to be the most crucial point of the whole F test.”
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CHAFTER JV.

TEST No. 3: Tug Beconp Puorosrararo Sraver, A¥D THi RESULT

TEST No, 4: Tus Trirp Prorockarillc Spavoe, axd REMARKABLE
DEVRLOPMENTS. '

The Becouwd Photographic Sdance of this series of experitionts
took plice on the afternoon of Sunday, August 5th, 1894, at 954,
Elizabeth-street, Sydnsy. Mz R, C. T. Morgan, of Melbourne,
Seorotary to the Psychieal Research Society of that city, then on
visib to Sydney, was invited to be present, and, with that exception,
the circle comprised the sume persons as cunumerated in the account of
the first photographic test.

The object of this scooud attemspt at photographing the * mate-
vialised spirit " forms was to obtain photographs showing the medinm
wore distinotly beside # Geordis,” and sufficiently clenr to place her
tdentity beyond dispute. In the series of photographs obtained at the
lask sitting, “ UGeordie” Jimself appeared well developed and cleariy
defined, while the medivm uefortenately was wnrecognisable, the
Blurred im of her face being just apparent over “Geordis's” right
shoulder, !':E&Jarﬂel containing the dry plates had been purchased,
loclked up, sealed, and the whole transaction duly witnessed, as on the
Previous oecrsion,

We assembled in the samne room as for the last sdence, the
arrangement of the room, sitters, cumeras, and “cabinet” being
alwost exactly the same as that shown on the plan in whapter TIT,
except that Dr. Pickbure and myself were placed at first behind the
vther sitters on this occasion, but subseguently moved.

The cameras wore focussed on the * cabinet” as hefore, and all was
ready when the wedivin arrived just before 3 o'clock,

Following out my sugpestion, Dy, M had decided to ask the
medium to allow two persons to witness the searehing, and Mrs. Mellon,
on arrival, consented to permit Mrs. E and n domestic to carry
this out in an ndjoining room. This they professed to have dome
thoroughly, and brought Mre Mellon into the sdanee roows at 3.10 p.1,,
the door being then locked and sealed, Mrs, Mellon then re-arranged
the sitters somewlat, mwaking me change places with Mr. Morgan,
thus placing Mr. Movgan at wy back and between me and the
*eabinet,”  She then took her seat inside the cabinet at 2,20 p.m,

Here lot me gay that, after the satisfactory view of “ Geordie #
abtained through the niirrer on the previous occasion by Mrs, E
and Mr, Wallis, everyone of us had come provided with & mirror on
this day, and, as far as I can sscertain, the medium wag unaware bofore-
dhand of oor clandestine intentions.
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After singing for forty minutes witlout any remark from the
¢t eabinet " and no result exeept a movement of the curtains as if some-
one were peeping out ab us, one of the silters next me remarked that
he thought that * Geordie™ must have detected the wirrors. If he
{* Goordie ™) was sharp enough to eateh Dy, Pickburn looking round
on the previous occasion, he or anybody else peeping out from the cur-
taing, could not fail to see nine wdrrore held up in a very expectant
attionde,  Anyhow ab eight minutes past 4 pon, Mrs, Mellon snid,
# Arve you ready, deotor I And thon further said that  Geordie ™
wis in the “oabinet ™ materialised, tut seemed to be melting away
agnin &g something wos wrong, At this remark Me. Wallis looked at
me significantly.

Another tediocas half-hour of singing without rosult, and without
any remarks from the cabinet, proved a trifle wearizome., Mrs Mellon
di«? riot sipmk all this time and was thought to o entranced. A+ 1-30
p.m the sound of rapping was heard to proceed from the cabinet, and
on enquiry if the * spirits™ had & messnge to commuonicate, the follow-
ing was rapped out:—

“ (ipordie is disgusted with you for having niirvors.”

Mrs, Mellon then, in a tone of apparent great annoyance, asked

“ What does this mean 7 *f Who had mirrors 7' and was informed
that all present bad thew. Bhe then said that it was & mean advan-
tage to take, ag we had been told praviously thatb to Jook at the ** spirit
forma” in daylight, caused them to melt and boved holes in them,

We all apologised, and replied that we were unaware that looking
at the reflected image 1n & mirror woold bave the same disintegrating
effect as that supposed to be produced by the direct guze from the
human eya,

We then prumi'.st:[‘: to puk the mirvors away if Mrs. Mellon would
try for a little lounger. We sat 4ill 5-10 p.ow., bat without result, and
then broke up the sitting, after having experienced one of the most
tedious afternoons that 1 reme:nber.

The medium appearsed very much annoyed, and inclined &o
severely blame Mr. Wallis as the originator of the “ mirror tesg” {ns
I may call it), althoush we all pleaded guilby on this ocexsion.

After she bad departed, a council of war was held, and it was
dectded that the committee shonld subserile towarde a present of
jewellery to be given te the mediuwm as a solativm to her injurel
feelings, and in the hope that we mwight be forgiven, and the oppor-
tunity of another photographic séance nllowed us,

An evening or two after that, a small gathering was held at the.
Haotel Métropile, nnd on behalf of the committee an apologetic and
glowing speech was made, and Mrs. Mellon was formally presented
with some valuable jewellery.

Mrs. Mellon passed over our offence ; we were forgiven, and
promised another. sitting from her, which would take Mace on the-
following Thursday afterncon.
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We accordingly assembled on the following Thursday, Augunst Sih,
1894, for the third photograpbic stance. DBesides the mediumtn, there
were presout Dr, M——, Mrs. B——, Mr. N. Joubert, Mr. C. L. Wallis,
Mr. Rumble, Mr, F . Mr. B. C. T. Morgan, Mr. P. J. M , #nd
mysell. The photographic'plates had beon purchased on the previous
duny, and the same precasbions of sealing wp the packet, locking and
sealing the cupboard, ete., earried ont as before in the presence of
witnesses, 80 that there was no possible loephole for these plates to be
tampered with beforshand.

A 2 poan, the cupboard was uslocked, the packet tuken down stairs
to the dark room, and the plates ternsferred to the slides in the pres-
ence of geveral witnesses and then escorted up to the sdanee roorn. This
wai the same room as that vsed for the photographing befove, and the
arrangement was similar to that on other oceasions deseribed, and
shown on the last plan.

After focussing the cameras, Mrs. Mellon was searched Ly s,
E —— and the domestic in ar adjeining room, and (hen brought into
the séance room, and the door locked and senled at 2-38 pm. Mrs
Mellon then touk her sext in the * cabinet,” and the venetian blinds
were regolated to admit the proper light. We sat with our backs te
the “cabinet” as before, and saug to the accomprniment of the auto-
harp.

At 320 pon. Mre. Mellon was “controlled ” by ¢ (lssie,” and,
with ber usual childish manocr of speech, vequested Mr. Joubert to sit
at the back hetween the rest of ug and the cabinet, while I bad to
change places with hiw and move farther away,

She then informed us thet we were to close our eyes directly we
heard the cortains move, and to keep them closed while the curtaing
wore open.  This was evidently dome to guard ageiust a vepetition
of the ‘“‘mirror test.”

At 325 pm. Mrs. Mecllon, in her normal voice, said : ““ Are vou
ready, Doctor 7" We then closed aur eyes as promised, while the cur
tains were drawn aside for sbou{ 5 seconds, and an exposure of 3
seconds taken with both cameras.

Mrs. Mellon then said from within the * calinet,” “1 am afraid I
moved.”

The curtains rattled again, the same performance of closing our
eyes was vepoirted, and the cameras again exposed for 3 seconds. The
plutes were then changed at 3 30, and we indulged in another interval
of singing, At 345 pm. Dr. M—— was again aslked if he wore ready,
and all the oyes again closed, while the curtaing were once more drawn
agide antd another exposiee of 3 seconds taken.  Mra. Mollon then eid, -
“That last *materialised spirit’ was the form of a lady, bt I don't
know whoe she 18"  The two previeus shots had been taken at
“t Geordie,” the wish having been expressed beforehand that he should
ke again photographed together with the medinm,

At 355 pw. Mrs. Melon said, “I'm afraid that they’ll wot be
able 1o do nny more,” =0 at 4 o'clock we buwoke up the sitting and
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anlocked the door. The medium remained inside the cabinet to rest,
while the plates were taken downstairs to the dark room and developed
in the presence of Mr, Jowbert. Mr. Morgan, Mr, P. J. M and
De. M——.

The rest of us adjourned downstairs for tea, wnd refresiovents
were gent up to the medium in the cabinet,

The portraits of “ Geordiz ” were found on development to be
remarkably good negatives, showing ¢ Geordie” and the mediom
standing beside him, cleardy defined and ensily recognisable, (e of
these portraits bas been reprodueed for publieation, and with the
exceplion of a slight ehange In position the others sre similar to this.
With regard to the lust exposure of the comevus ad the supposed
*“form of aludy,” the plates on development showed what sppenred
like the draped form of an old woman., The head was deaped round
with white, so as to concenl the eyes and chin, and the only festures
visible from this shroud-like covering were the mouth and nose. There
was some dispute afterwards as to the sex of this individual, some of
those who saw the portrait clsiming it to be a man.

I will refer to all these photogrrphs sgein in a Inter chapler
There were no faileres this time all the negatives were good, snd the
vesult of this highly-successfnl phoetographic séance was considerad to
be a “ériumph,” Nothing like this hnd ever been achieved Lefore in
the way of “spivit photogeaphy ” and we congratulated Dboth onr-
selves and the mediom upon the suwccessful issue to what we wers
bound to consider {theoretically speaking) a moet complele and
thoroughly perfect * test.” In theory, this chain of evidence was
complete and unbroken ; we had taken every precaution against the
Eraudulent muniputation of the plates, ete.; the modium had been
searched by two witnesses ; aud yet the *spivit forme ” appeared and
were photographed on the sensitised plates. Was not this complete
evidence of the genuineness of the ** phenomenn 7

The foregoing nccounts are the records which I intended
to publish, and comprised wy contemplated book. 'Thoss who
will take the trouble to refer to the first number of the Cosmos
Magazine will see the contemplated work advertised there to that
effeet. Now, nlthough I felt inelined at this point to accept
the genuineness of these phenomena, on the strength of the appar-
ently irvefutable evidence of the last photographic test, T bad no
intention of asoribing these or any other plenomena to a spireitual
origin, I aw, and always have been, strongly averse to Spivitualism ;
and it wus only from the material and physieal standpoint that T was
investigating its so-called plenomenn. Even if these phenomens wero
proved genuine (and our last test appeared at the time to sepport this),
I proferred to consider thems due to some little-known natursl lows,
sotne abnormal concentration of foree, which was able to objectivate
and materialise the thought forms evolved from our own conscious or
sub-conscious intellects. This certainly appears rather an abstruse
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theory, butsupported, as it seemed to be, by other transcendental
physieal phenomena, it is meore reasonable and logical than the
spiritualistic hypotbesis to account for the so-called plienomena of
minterinlisation, Those who will vefor o the above-mentioned
advertisenent will find there absolutely no mention of either spirits
or Hpiritualism, and such hias always been wy attitude in the matrer.

To accuse me, therefore, of inconsistency in my present attitnde
in 28 wirong and a5 unjust as to call me a ppituualist, My only objest
lins baen to probe the truth, or otherwise, of cortain alleged phenomenas.,

Defore proceeding to deseribe other events, and my further train
of reasoning which led up ¢o them, T will here give Mrs Mellon's own
account of her sensations whilst undevgoing these photographic tess,
This account, written by herseH after duo thought and deliberation
was sppplied to me some fime after the lnst-mentioned *test™ taok
place, to be published with my vecords of these “teste” I giveit
here for what it may be worth, agd without forther comment.  Mrs
Mellon says:—

“* Concerning the photographing of the materialised spirit forms
my sensations, ete.

“ Commencing with ¢ Josephing,” a photograph of whom was
taken by Dr. Mew— o on the afterncon of March 16th, 1884 T
felt, during the early part of the process, a chilling and bennmbing
sensation steal all over my hody, while the peychoplasm was being
taken from e, and which came principally from my left side and
from the tips of my Rngers.

“This psychoplasm, or vapoury mass, fell at my feet in waves
and clouds, very beautiful to Jock at; then, as it arose and fell, T
could see flashes of glorious light here and there, like rays of bright
sunlight on a rippling brook,

“T fult that the veil belween us was partinlly lifted. I felt thas
certain laws in operation would quicken the forces that would even-
tually canse a temporary materislised form to present itself. (That
temporary forms can and do build up Ffrom elemients, gnses, and
particles of matter in the atmosphere, combived with the mapnetic
uerve, aura, ele, taken from the medinm and sitters, is an absolute
faet, of which we have abandant proof.) And as 1 gazed, with half-
closed eyes, I saw this moving, living mass gradually, but surely,
assume a distinet huoman shape. The face, bead and hair were the
lnst to make their appearance.

HT felt lmpressed from the firat 16 was my dear guide < Josephine'
who was waterialising ; and, as she grew stronger, I became convinesd
thit my iropression was correct,

“During this interesting proeess I could see other beings, very
shadowy, cectainly, but perfeetiy distinet, making passes with their
hands from right to left, and vice versa, over the form of * Josephine.’
T saw her stagger several times as though she wounld fall, but as the
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psychoplasm continued te How from my side the form became stronger
and clearer, whilst J, up to this stage, bad beon gradually getiing
weaker. My hands then commenced to tingle and burn, while my face
becaine vigid, I eould not meve s musele, my tongue clove to the roof
of my mouth, I could not have sttered & word to swve my Jife I fglt,
as it were, under A spell, althongh my brain was clenr, 1 was perfectly
eonscious the who'e time, from begiuning to end.,  However, tlus
rather unpleasant sensstion lasted only when Josephines head and
face were being materialised ; and ae I got the signal {three tiny tups
of my chait) to open the curtaing, I felt o sudden cush of power flow
up my arme ; but the rigldity of my face did not relax in the shichtest
degree vati]l after *Josephine ' was photograpled, when she suddeuly
eollapsed, cansing me to shake violently, T felt that T must call soine-
ore Lo we to hold my bands for & few woments, in order to resuscitase
mi & little, This 1 imnediately did, asking one of the sitters, 3Mr.
R, to please come to me ab once.  After holding my hands some
few minutes, I feit greatly restored.

“Buch a manifestation as the maxterialised form cannot possibly
be put down to any hypothesis but the true one— viz,, the Spiritual,

“ Have we not been walking amid the shadows already too long
and at lagt have come into the light and glory which we must recog-
nise and take into our hearts. :

“ With regard to my sensabions during the photographing of the
spirik known as * Geordie ' :

“Hirgt : My face did vot beeowme rigid as in the epse when
‘dosephine’ was materialised, but I felt mneh more veduced in size. Dy
arms wera attenuated, my face felt drawn and pinched, and I felt
frightfully hungry. T was perfectly conscious the whols time. T counld
talle us well ag * Geovdie,” who spoke just before hie was photographed.

¢ After the photographing took place, the form immediately col-
lapsed, throwing me into & violent tremor. 1 ealled to D Mo
to catch hold of my hands, which ha did, at the snme time feeling my
pulse which was found o be abnormally bigh and irregular.

“T1 was so exhausted after this sitting that Talmost fainted away,
since which time I have saffered from general weakness,

“I may state that both before and after the sieting I con-
seuted to be taken inte a bedroom by a lady and her aid, and under-
went the painful ordeal vf having my clothing exsmined. I always
make it & point of wearing only colonrad clothing when I am to hold
4 sénnce, and, at the lady's suggestion, I disenrded the ovdinary whits
wrlerwaar for eolovred flannels.

[ thought this sugrestion ridieulously abaurd ab the time, but 1
do not regret having complied with the lady's wish, if by doing so I
have strengthened the evidence of the manifestations, the onl v white
aviizle about me being a sifk landkerchief, 'The litele ehild known as
‘Cissie ' wns photogvaphed by J. Stewart Smith, Fsq., at his ewn
regidence in Edinburgh on Septembear dvd, 1800, and in daylight,
hetween the hours of 2.30 and 3 o'clock in the afternoom ; the sitting
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was, as you ser From the time stated, a shork one, puldished in the
Medivm and Daybrenk on October 3rd, 188Q. *Cissie’ has attended
me almost ever sinee the beginning of my development as & medinm
some twenty-four years, and her first effort at materialising must dage
buck twenty-two years. She was a more child, then about six yenrs of
age ; however, there is some doubt as to her correct age. I only judae
it to be, as I huve stated, from her appoarance. I used to ses her
clairvoyantly, Iong before she learned the Selence of Materinlisation.
* Clssie’ canld not at first speak a word of English, but ean now speal
faivly good English, and tells us thatin spiritﬁﬂﬂ uhie s now grown up ;
but that when sho comes into my aurn and takes on the earths
congditions, she feels ax she did when in earth life, and therefors always
manifests us o child,

“¢ Clsserina’ s her epirit name bot for convenience sake wo call ler
*Cissie ' ; she is a dear little thing, and is quite worthy of all the love
and affection in which she i= held by our wany English friends as
home, and has always been to me as a dear friend and comforter.”
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CHAPTER V.

TEST Ko, 5: Tus Bsanct voir WEIGHING wly © SpiniTe,” aAND
KR RESGLE.

Although I here speale of this Weighing Bdance as test No, 5, T
do so for the reason that 3r. R, C. T. Movgan, of Melbourne, under
whose direelion it was srranged and cavtied out, has talked of it in
Melbourne asa * test,” and not hecausc either D M——, myself, or
otliers present considered it as sueh. Ik wus altogether an informal
affulr, wranged on the spur of the moument for the personal enlighten-
ment of Mr, Morgan ; was not held under any pretence at * test” con-
ditions, end included no sesrching of the medium, neither was she
sgcuredl in any way to the scale on which she was supposed to sit.
Ble. Morgan has, however, brought it forward as evidence in support
of his views, both in the Melbonrne newspupers and before the
Peychical Research Society of that city ; and so I will here eriticise
the peourrence as it stands, and consider what value ecan Le given o
this evidence and why it cannot be put forward as a ** test,”

We ussembled at Mrs. Mellons bouwse, 5 Waverley Road, Woal-
lahra, Sydney, at & pm. on Monday, July 30t 1504, and among
othera present were Mp, and Mes. € L. Wallis, Mr. Morgan, Mr.
Foubert, Dr, M and myself,

Two of Fairbank’s weighing machines had been hired by Mr.
Morgan, from Lassetter and Co. dering the day, and had been
conveyed to Mrs. Mellon's honse during the afterncon. The weighta
wnd particulars were noted by myself as they ocourred, which records
I afterwards supplied to Mr. Movgan., T will now quote his ewn
words in describing the procesdings :—

“1 essisted to baug the curlains of dark materinl across the
corner of the room, and all the preparations, it will be observed, were
made in the presence of afl the sitiers.

“One of the two weirhing machines was of a type usvally found
upon & railway station for weighing goods, having a back and pro-
jecting avm with index inseribed.

“This machine was then wheeled behind the curtain, the index
arm or beay projecting from behind the curtain into the room, and in
front of this arm apd within two feet of the curtain I placed wy
cheir, being, pevhaps, four feet in fromt of the first row of sitters.
The second or smaller meeline, standing only some twenty inches
high, was placed in front of the curtain in full view of the sitters,
and 143 inches from the curtain,

“ I, Me———— undertook to attend to this muehine and to the
weighing of the forms, while I noted the register of the wachine
upon which Mra Mellon sat.
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“ A sieall bull's-eye lantern, with a crimson glass, was provided to
vesd the index. Mr. Henrr, in the circle, was deputed to note the
weights when called by De. M——— and myself. Mrs Melion was
first weighad and her weight ascertsined to ba 7 stone 12 Ibs., and the
box wpon which she sat weighed # 1ha, niaking & total weight upon her
geales of 8 stone 6 [, She took her seat beliind the curtain at 833
g, and hor weight was again taken and found to Le the same as
Lefore—wviz, with the box 8 stane 6 lhs, Needless to say no person
cotld enter the romn without nnlocking the doors and being cbserved
by every one present, and such person would linve to pass through
three rows of sitters and even after thar Le exposed to the scrutiny of
Dr. M——— and wyself, wio were posted in front of the circle and
cloge to the curtain, At 8.50 —tle intervening 15 minutes being litled
up with singing to the accompaniment of D, M———"% autoharp—
* Cissie,” the little mulatto gitl who manifests through Mrs. Mellon,
came out into the rooin through the centre of the curtrin and where it
divides, and behind which curtain, as previonsly stated, Mrs, Meilon,
st wpon the scales ; and that she did actually occupy that position
during the whole of the sitting T can without hesitation affirm. as
although T did not keep the lantern on the scales the whole time, T did
$0 every fow minutes, never allowing a minute to elapse withouns feeling
and testing the heam of Mrs. Mellon's scales to avcertain that her
weight still vested wpen the platform. This imporeant fact should be
borne in mind in reforence to all the manifestations of which I shall
speal,  * Cissie,’ whose dark features and hale were distinetly visible
to me as T sab within two feet of her as ehe emerged from the contre of
the curtain, stepped ant apparently cantiously to the smaller seales out-
sitde tho curtain, and was asked by Dr. M——— to step on to the
platforur of the scules.  She firse put one foot upon the platform and
shook it. causing it to oscillate, and the vibration was distinetly audible
not only to Lthose near but to 2l those in the room,

* After trying it for a few moments, she stepped boldly on to the
platform, and I heard her littde bave feet dance upon the iron stand,
producing a sound readily recognised bat difficult to describe.

 After the vibration had ceased, Dr. M —— held a small lantern
in position 80 4s to vead the index on the seales ‘Cissie’ stood apon,
and nfter ropentedly satisfying himself that it was eorrect, announced
thae the weight rvegistered was 1 stone 3 1bs. 1 took Mrs. Melon's
weight at the same time and found it to be 6 stone 6 lbs, showing a
Joes, or reduction of two stone, but as * Cissie ' only absorbed 1 stope 2
Ihs. the othar 12 lba, remains to be acenunted for 5 bub I believe from
whiat followed that ‘ Geowdie™ was at the sune thne muteria'!i:fing o
prepaving to do so whilst f Cissie’ was outside the curtain,

“There was a epace of 145 inehes betweon the curtain and the out-
side scales, and when ¢ Cizsle’ was ontside T was careful to ascertain
that nothing eonnected the form of *Cissie’ with anything behind
the curtain, and that nothing but vacancy (if the use of such a term
tveiving a paradox is admissible) intervened or ocoupied this space of
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14§ inches, and I think I should add that noarvticle whatever, no picee
of furniture was lefs behind the ewrtain.  All that was there wos the
medium, the scales, and the box osed as a sent,

o After the weight had been called by the Doctor and verified by
myself and noted by My Henry, ' Cissie® stepped off the platform
and bowed vepeatedly, kiszsing her hunds fo the sitters, the sound pro-
duced by the lipe heing distinetly audible and as natural as thoush
produced by any mortal.  In fset it was dillloult to realise that she
differed fu any respect fromw an oedinary ohild, with this exception, that
whilst taking on tewporarily the garment of the matuyial body In order
to render bevself visible to vue material zenscy, she lad not acyunived
the fuoulty of speech,

w After retiving bebind the curtain, * Cissie’ dematerialisnd and
eomtrolled Mrs, Mellon, speaking for albout four or five minutes, enguir-
ing after and sending messages to several who are not in this andience.
She also said that she had not dose all she had wished to do o=
*Gegrdie,) who was present, was reserving most of the power for him-
self, as he intended to do something important,

“Tt was now six minutes past O o'clock, and whilst * Cissie ”
wag coutrolling the medivm I took the weight of the latter, end Found
it 6 stone 11 Ihs.  In o few minutes s tall femaln form appeared, bus
beyond the fact that it was a female 16 was impossible to recognize the
features, but it was taller than Mres. Mellan, and stoad for two or three
minutes in front of the curtain pointing to one of the sitters, it from
tle faect that there were then three rows of sitters some difficulty was
experienced in determining for whom she came, every question as towhom
she pointed, heing followed by the shake of the head, denoking nega.
tien, although the lLand continued to point throngh the misty half
transparenb deapery. Tlis forme then retived, and at 9.25 ¢ Geovdie®
stepped outside the curtain, coming from the centre where i¢ divided,
He did not speak, but obviously knowing the ohject of the gitting, he
straightway struck with bis bare feet, first right and then lefi, the plat-
form of the scales, eavsing a vibratinn audible nll over the room.

“ He did this several times, and then without iuvitation stopped op
and stood upon the platform. upon which he stamped several times
the thud of his bare feet being distinetly heard and also the vibration
of the platform.

“Dr. M ~—— then took his weight, being very careful about is,
and veassuring himself of its corvectness, ocoupying about dwo minstes
in the process, and reported that it was 7st, 2Ib. 1 then took Mps,
Mellon's weight, and fonnd 16 was 5st. 3lb., ond 1 am assured that it
was practically this weiglt whilst ‘Geordie ' was being weighed, as F
kept my finger on the balance of the medivm's scales whilst
¢ (Jeordie ' wns being weighed and theee was no difference from that
time until a few seconds after 1 read the imdex on the medium's senles.
After *Geordie’ had retived sowe two minutes, T again took Mra.
Mellgn's weight, and found ik had failen to 4st. 131b., the explanation
being that ‘ Geordie’ was developing for the direct voies,
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“ At 9.35, or ten minutes after he had first appeared, * Geordie’
came out ngain, but this time at the further eud of the cortain near
the wall, and not from the centre as before; and in the direct voice
said quite distinetly, altheugh in somewhat honrse tones, *3ore
light.

“ My, Mellon, who was sitting in the third row and forthest away
fron the emitained recess, turoed the gos jet up Ligler, although not
full up, bat * Geordie’ was dissatisfivd, and saied in a4 distinesly con-
tident tone, * Turn it full up.’

“ Mp Mellon comsplied, and * Geoordie ' Luwnmediately said, © That's
avand,” and stood o the light that gave the woest vivid view of the
minterinlized Form it has been my privilego to witness. I1Ts features
wepe distinetly visible, and any person who has seen his photograph
would bave recognised him at once.  He remained in full view of ail
the sitters for about 30 seconds, and so hright was the light that ore
gentlmnan who was present, 2z a practical illustration of the bright-
ness of the light, took ont his wabch, which has the dial engraved
upon the outside, and holding it at arms length from him easily ascer-
tainad the timo.

“ Now at this time I was vareful to ascertain that Mres. Meltow’s
seab was siill oveupied, and for that purpose kept constantly feeling .
she heams of her seales and ascertained that they still stood at 4st. 1310,
‘Geordie ' was at too great s distance from the soules for the explana-
o or suggestion that it was the medium representing him, for if
that wero the case the only weight left upon the sonles would hsve
heen the box, which weighed only Sib.; and it muat aleo Le remem-
beved that * Geovdie’ ztood clenr of the ourtain and forshest from
the place where the medimm sat.  *Geordie' then retired, and at
.88 * Cissie’ cpue out aprin from the centre of the curtain, and
danced upon the foor and kissed her hand, when Dr, A asked
her to play upon his aste-harp. At first sho appeared timid, and
retreated hackwards, when he knelt down and lield the harp towards
her she advanced a step, and gaining courage touched tire strings with
her tingers several imes, producing sounds audible to all the sitters.
and I distinetly saw her fingers, though covered with the misty
drapery, touching the chords.

“I again took the medium’s weizht apd found it Gst. 2ib., and
agnin hefore - Clasie’ vetired it fell ro 3st. 12l

“ After « Clasie’ lefe, Mrs. Mellon asked for De Mo—— sbating
she felt muel) exhausted, and the doctor put his hand throurh the
curtain and took her pulse, reporting that he foond it 130, very
irregular and much veduced in volume and force  Of conrse, excite.
ment will quiclen the pulss, and did it present no other feature, it
would bear little significance, but its irregularity and reduction in
volume sud foree are very impartant when considering this guestion
of materialisation.

“ At 1015 was rapped out, * Cranot poseibly do any more ; light
np.”  On lighting up, Mrz. MeHon’s pulse was taken by the Doctor
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and fovnd to Le 88, and she was also immedistely weighed and
found, with box, to be 8st. 6lbs., and I carefully inspected the recess to
note whetheér anything nppeared to be changed and to asceriain
wlmthf!r the mediom’s dress or haly showed any signe of disarrange-
anenk,’

Before oriticising the above account, let me again state that T Jid

. nob at the tme consider these Informml experinents in any way worthy

to he called a *test,” So strongly did 1 hold this opinien, and so
wiueh was I impressed with the possibility of trickery, and the cow-
parative ease with which sueh seales, placed in such a pesition, and
under the lax conditions of the present instanee, could be eastly and
imperceptibly manipoisted by the medium, that T stated to D
Moo= and Mr. Morgan, Dmmediately after this sdance, that I
could not consider these experiments at al]l in the li_ni'ht of evidence,
and that they cstablished no proof whatever, When the other
persons had gone, I further dewmonsbrated to these two gentlemen, in
the presence of Mrs 3Mellon, that [ could, by standing with one fout
an each scale, s0 regulate the balancs of my body ns to throw what
weight I liked upon either seale. I stood upon the scales myseif and
showed thew this, and that it was quite possible for the medium, with
shoes and stockings vremoved, to have stood up and with one arm held
the figure of * Geordie” outside the curtains, while she placed ons bare
fant. npon the smaller scale and stamped with it.  She could thus, with
ong foot on each suale, throw fhe bulk of her weight ou to whichever
foot she pleased, while 30, Morgan, with his finger on the balance
boara of the Invgor scale, would be unaware that she was not seated
and wonld feel only the expected fluctuation of the balance of this
larger seale, supposed to be due to the loss of weight by the medium.

Let it be clearly boroe in mind that the platforms of these two
seales were only 144 inches apart, and that the platform of the larzer
weasured 7% inches, and that of the smaller only 4 inches in height
from the Hoor. As a further experiment to demonstrate this, 3
refuestad Mrs Mellon to stand wpon the scales herself, and the follow.
ing entry in my pocket-book, recorded at Lhe tiwe, shows plainly the
result, alithough we had the fall Hght to vead the scales by :—

‘“ Mrs. Mellon standing with one foot on each scale, and withaus
the box uvsed as seak.

“ Weight registered on smaller senle—fst, 6}10s,

“ Weight vegisterad on larger scale—1st, 831bs,

“Giving » total weightef 32t 1ih.

“ Mrs. Melion's waight, taken both before and after séance upon
one geale, was enrefnliy ascertained to be Tst, 121bs.

“ This, when compared with the above weight of Hst. 1L, shows

a difforence of Slbe.
“The incresse of 3lbe in the total weight above is due to the
impnuibi'ﬁtz of reading Doth scales simultancounsly during the above
]

experiment
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Here, then, is the explnnation to the suppostd combined weight
of “ Geordie " and the mediem: which Mr, Morgan talks of, as showing
the grand total of I2sb. Sibe. The weights taken on this éceasion
were cevtainly not taken simultaneously., They were taken in the
dnrk, and after a good deal of fumbling on the part of both Dr. M——
apnd Mre. Morgan, dune, doobtlessiy, $o their wnacquaintance with
welglbs and senles.  Ib took the two of them to find the weights for
“Greordie,” and, after this had been ascertained and noted by myseld,
Me, Morgun turned his aktention to Mre Mellon's seale.

The whole process took two or three minutes, so that there was
ample time for the medivm to thvow whatever weight she plessed epon
either scale.

Liet it be also borne in mind that the medinm was neither searched
nor secured to her scat or to the scale in any manner, so that it was
quite possible for her to move about inside the cabinet on the larger
scale just as she pleased, or even to put one foot on the foor withomt
detection, the singing covering any rustling or possible souud of move-
ment, From the sound made by “ Geordie,” I was certainly under
the impressiou that there was only one foot on his scale.  IT people
expect to hear two feet, no doubt imagination will help them. With
regard to the combined weights of * Cissie ™ and the medinm, givenas
7st. Bibs., here again there is & considerable disorepancy between that
and the medivm’s normal weight, with box, of 8st. 6lbs,  This difference
is due without doubt to the same cauwse ; the Impossibility of reglster-
ing two weights simultancously on such wmachines, Let anybody ex-
periment in this way for himself and he will find that unless the
weights are recovded exactly sinultaneonsly (en utter jnpossibilicy
without a seientifie apparatus) the result may be anvthing be pleases.
Tt this instance there was nothing to prevent Mrs. Mollon kneslingon
the kuger scale inside the curtains and placing both hands outside on
tlie amaller scale ; her bhend and shoulders, also outside the curtains,
draped to represent the small figure of ' Cissie.” Her hands could
thus patter on the platform of the smaller soale ; and T defy Mr. Morgan
or any one else to distingoish in the dark bobween the sound of hands.
or feet. And then, again, Mr Morgan states that he was careful to
ascertain that nothing but * vacancy ” existed between “ Cissie” and
the curtains, Now, for this piece of evidence he is relying solely
npon his eyesight—the easisst deceived of all the senses. He was
not even allowed to tuen the small lantern on to the form
(being told that to do so wonld bore holes through it), and the light
was 50 dim that it was utterly Impossible to bave detected a darlk
dress againgt the dark curtains. At the distance of a few inclies away
from *Cligsie’s” face it is bmpossible to distinguish any features.
This has been stated to wme by Dr Plekharn, Rev, (. Walters, and
others who have been privileged to approach this form, and the light
is nlways so dim that wothing but the contrast of the black face
against the white hood-like drapery and of the white drapery against
the dark background of cartains is diseernible. The evidence of ¥r.
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Morgan’s eyesight cannot, therefore, carry much weight on this poins.
Afterwards, when *“Geordie ™ requested more light to show himself
by, the gas jet in the front room was turned well up, and he merely
thrust bis head ont of the curtains. Ewven then, were s mask or false
beavd used, the light was not sofficient at thut distance to detect it
For further avidence on these points T will refer my veaders to nlstter
in a following chapter from Br. Wallis to the Psychical Research
Boclety of Melbourne, and with these remnnrks will dismiss the so-cnllad
welghing test as unworthy to be considered » test at all,

B e e e e i
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GHAFTER VI,

e

Tegr No. 6 Tuw aciecsn Lxrosure or Fripav, 12te Ocropew
1894, axp wwuaT LED ve 1o 110 Tie Tvingnes o THE
Various Witxesans ; Fvevagn Revenarvioxs sy ocpe Perar
BENE OF FRE SRIRITDALETS Assoclavion ; Pubwie Cosusxe
AxD Tyrenmsrise CORRESPONDENCE,

Bofore deseribing the occurrence of Friday, 12th Cetobes, 1884,
which I here classify as * Tesb No. 6," 1 will first relate the train of
events and process of reaxsoning which led up to 1oy decisive action on
that occasion. On the strengihk of the lasc photographic * Test,” I
was inclined to believe that there was something genuine abont these
phenomena. My seeptical observations and opinions up to that date,
hiad to give way in the Eace of the apparenily reliable evidence of this
“Test.,” Aganimpartial investigator, T hounestly acknowledzed at the
time that the vesult of this apparsntly complete chain of evidence (as
gstablished by this Jast photegraphic “Test ™) was certainiy in favour
of the genuinsness of these manifestations, Theoretically, this chain of
gridence was perfect and wnbroken ; ench successive step liad heen
enrefully withessed and goarded,  Cectainly, if T had inyself liad the
direction of thesy “'Tests” I wonld have imposed much move stringent
conditions, aud not felt the same compunction as Do, Mo {n inmpos-
ing restrictions upon the movetments of the medinm whilst in the
cabinet, Thers was no necessity for this far-fetoled delicacy in treat-
ing of the mabtter ; we wore dealing with a professional medivm, whe,
although not divectly paid a certain sum for undergoing these ¢ Tests,”
yet infirﬁ':t-l}* was most substentnly repaid by valuable presents of
jewellery, &e., besides recoiving suchan invaluable advertisement(in sup-
port of her professed abnormal powers) frow thepresence at these “Fest™
séances of sovernl well-known and respected cifizens. Tt was proposed
to jointly attest the records of thesc *Teats,” and the publeation of
these records by myself, wosld nothave been the least important adver-
tisement she was about to receive.  Such s dooument could have been
flourished in the face of the public for all time ; and not only would
tend to fimnly estallish the reoputation of this wediom, but would be
held up in the future by epivitalists, as strong supporting evidence to
the whole of the alleged phenomens of * materiakisation.”

These thoughts passed through my wind when T began to weite
up these records for publication ; and the seriousness of the step T was
taking, and its possible futmre bearving vpon the broad question of
spiritualistic phenomena, made we pause wnd congider whether T was
justified in doing 50 ; aud whether, after al], the evidence of this one
“Tast ” was sufficiently strong to hear down all wy previous sceptieal
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observations, and to answer all objections to the alleged genuineness
of these occurrences. I institnted oaveful enquiries: to ascertsin
whether there wns any other testimony furthcoming ; whether there
was the evidence of any previous Tests elsewhere to sapport the
genuineness of Mrs. Mellon's professed pawers, Mrs, Mellon had over
antd over again referred to “ cryel and barberons " Tests which she had
undergone in England; had talked of Tests she had given before
seientitio men and learned sociefies throughout Great Britein; had
vefervod myself and all enqueirers here, to Tests given before Professor
Sidgwicl, Mr. Myers, Mr. Balfour, Professor Btewart and many
other well-known men in London and Oxford ; and particalarly before
the Psychieal Research Society of London some years ago,

She made these much-talked-of Tests the excuse for refusing to
undergo any farther strict © Tests”™ in this part of the world, and in
fact refused to undergo any at all, until she came in contact with De.
M e, S0 plausibly, and with such an appearance of truth, did she
talk of these previous *Tests,” and describa them, that T and many
others were Jed into attaching some weight to these sssertions. Dr.
M ——, notably, without taking the precantion of further inquiry {om
the strength of her dpse dixiz), made some very incavtious state-
ments in an  arbicle written by him at this time. I, how
ever, wos not 5o impressed with the honesty of medioms in general
that I conld afford to commit myself to print upon the ipse dizif of
any one ; besides which T had more st stake than the other members
of our investigation committes, inasmnch as T was attaching my name
to the proposed publication. On waking enquiries, therefore, it came
to my knowledge that neither Mr. Myers nor Professor Sidgwick, of
London (two gentlemen whose pamaes had been much quoterd), had
received any satisfactory tests from Mre, Mellon at all. T shall vefer
more particularly to letters on this matter further oun. Thix left all
her statements open to very grave suspicion, and I therefore called on
Mrs. Mellon to request to b allowed to see any doeumentary evidenee
she might have in sepport of her statements.

Naturally, one wounld spppose that some euch documents woeld
be treasured up by her : letters, newspaper cuttings, or the published
proceedings of the Pesychical Research Society of London, referring to
the matter.

Nothing of the kind was forthcoming, however ; and only a pile
of old numbers of the Medivm and Daybreak, and other Spiritualistic
periodicals, were placed in my bands. T took these away and waded
through them diligently, but without foding one single record of o
Test,  They contained nothing but accounts of rvegular orthodox
aeances writton by credolous Spiritualists, Naturally T beeame more
sceptical than ever, T knew positively that numerous requests for
tests had been refused by Mra. Mellon, both inSydneyand in Melbourne,
Twao friends of mine in Sydney (whose names I can give, if required,)
had guaranteed her the sum of one hundred pounds for a short series
of tests. This had been declived on the plea of ill-health, although st
the time, she was holding séances regularly, Another handsome offer
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from the Melbourne Psychical Research Society, was also declined this
year on a siioilar plea. 1 had also seen some correspondence from the
honorary secretary of the same society, requesting to be allowed to try
a simple test with o wire cage (similar to the Test at Swnday Fines
Uffice, described later on) when on a visit o Sydney ; and this had
been declived, T had myself proposed several simple methods of
testing the * plenomena,” such as the tape and sealing-wax, previously
describod § modified handeofts | or even Lo be allowed to zentiy
embroce " Cissle.” AL these bad heen evaded Ly exenses,

Things certainly looked very queer.  'What couldl possibly be the
object of all these excuses and wil these svagions, if her powers were
renpine |

Aguin, T cavetully went through all my own notes and records of the
séances 1 bad attended : the photugrsphing was the only event wurthy
of considevation as real evidenee in support of genvinemess. Then I
went through this chain of photographic evidence link by link, weigh-
ing it thoroughly. I found thaf, as I said before, the most erucial
peint—the evidence as to searching of the medivm—was the weakest ;
and had the least supporting testimony. The evidence of these twe
persons, who had been deputed to carry out the searching, was there-
fore the ernx of the matter ; and on the reliability of these two
witnesses, alone résled the whole guestion,

As fnr as my personal experiment and pesearch extended, the
whole question of ** Materialisation ¥ itscH, hinged wpon the ovidence
of these two witnesses,

Now, what were their duties ; and what weee theie oppertunities
for carrying out those duties ¥

They wore required to search thorenghly a professional medivm,
who, after twenly-five years’ acquaintance with her profession, meay
fairly be assumed to poszess more than the nverage fominine sharpness
of wit and adaptability te immediate ciroumstances, and to be mure
than a match for such searchers as these two witnesses ; even
soppesing that they carvied out thear instructions to the lettey, With-
out intending any disrespect to the lady who supervised this searching,
I had to acknowledge to myself that she was not o sufficiently strong-
winded or deternvined woman fo carry out such an important office,
Of » naturally vefined and timid disposition, it would hic an easy matter
for & woman such as the wedivin, to ovtwit nnd deeeive her, under
these civcumstances, The domestic being alse o firm believer in the
wedinm’s powers, and not being exaelly a free agent, wonld naturaily
follow the lead of her mistress,

Were the opportunities of {hese two witnegses such thab their
gvidencs on this point, coubl be considernd sufliciently rolisble 7 Could
such un important wmatter he acespted on such evidence 9

T decided in the negative, After consulting soveral mutusi friends
of Dy. M——'% and mine, T found they agreed with me that soch
evidence was too doubtful to rely vpen. 1was then in n most un-
pleasant predicament. There was absolutely no evidence Lefore e
supporting the genuinences of 1ihese so-called phenomens. 1 could ot
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go to Dr, M—— aud express my opinions, as both he, and his lady
relative wlo had conducted the searching, would have taken immediate
offence. Previous expostulations hed met with no success. My first
impulse was to go to Ars. Melon and demand a proper and conclusive
test ; butl, on consideration, I felt that such A course would be bLoth
impolitic and useless. T knew that from her previous attitude and
stendfast refusal of all tests {exceps Dr. M——'s mild ones), that T
woull have mf with o divect refusal, and probubly been exeluded
from fuvther sdances, as being an ovil, serptical, and infurmonious
nfluence 3 thus altogether losing any possible chance of setthng the
guestion, T therefore determined to wait and attend two nore
sdances with the object of observing more keenly tho modus apermnds,
if possible, The suspicious cireumstances which T liad naked from
time to time throvghout my previeus sitbings, T then formuluted and
elassified as follows :—

. Mys. Mellons persistent refusal to undergo tests.

2. Her objection to being searched.

8. No sceptics ever allowed to approach the *{orms,” aud parti-
cutarly not allowed to approach * Cissie” on any oecasion, One would
think that an effort would heve been mads to convines vessonable
scepbics like myself, by allowing us sufficiently close to afford us preof
of gennineness, Undoublwmg believera like L, M—-~ were allowed
to thus reverently approach “Cissie,” and to have their hair puHed
and even their hands touched by her *spivit-hand.” But they did oot
requive convincing ; they were niveady Ame belisvars or considered safe,

4. I noticed that * Cisste,” upon every oocasion, mnde her appesr-
ance ¢ibher ab the centre opeving Bebween the ourtwing or ab the side
openings, aud that ehe never on any occision crossed the Aont of the
curtaing, but always retived again theovgh one opening, dodged round
at tha back of the cortaing, and came out agnin at cither of the other
openings, If she were an independent “ form,” us she professed to be,
and not conuected with the “cabinet” or the medium, what was to
prevent hor occasionally crossina the face of the curtaing? The adult
forms, when as “strong” as “Cissie, were able to come out into the
room, and wallk abont in the semi-darkness withoat dodging obout
behind curtaing, This wasz a point that I always considered most
SusSpieious,

#. I also noticed that « Cissie” varied considerably in height, and
that whenever she wade her first appearance (to receive chocolates
touch the auto-harp, ote.}, she was about four feet high, and bad Aends,
but ne feet.  She would then retive again babind the curtaius (osten-
sibly to gnin strength), and wext appear with her pattering sound of
Joot, bub without Aands, and measaring Jess than three feet high, Her
movements were wonderfally guick and childlike, and at first vather
non-plussed we; but T found, by experimenting in soch & position
myself, that it would be quaite possible for the wedium to move about
guickly avd noiselessly behind the curtains with her haods upon
the floor, the weight of her bedy resting upon hee knees, her hands
an head only, projecting iu front of the curtains,
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6. Another inporiant point was the fact that “ Cissie ¥ has never
upon any occasion come out into the room away from the eurtains,
which was compatible with my opinion that the connection between
“(lissie” and the mwedium was too solid to permit her cvossing the
front of the curtsins. Whenever she has shown herself she has never
advanced waore than about 12 inches in front of the ecurtains at most,
and even in the so-called weighing test the smaller seale was placed so
elose to the ourtain as to permit this,

7. Tha so-cailed dematerialisntions nlways toolr place close apsinst
the curtains, Now, I lave seen a clover conjuror beat this, and
Fmaterialise ¥ and ¢ de-materalise ¥ a form under the sawe ennditions,
and siz feef away from the enrtains.

8. *(issie’s " hands wore always under the drapery, and whevever
she touched the anto-harp or took the chocolates the hands were always
coverad and hidden by the deapery.

9. Although reguested to do so by me, * Cissie™ would not make
her appearance to he photegraphed by us in daylight on the oceasien
of “(reordie's” last photographing. (I had given no previous notice
of my request.)

0. And then with regard to * Clssic's I photograph, taken in
Edinburgh in 1990 {and & copy of which is inmy hand), the doll-like
appesrance is even more marked than in the case of the photograph of
¢ Geordie " taken by ourselves, while the Bdinburgh occasion was
not even a pretence ot o * Test,” and the conditions were ouch mere
lax than our own., {For s full account of this, see a Iater chapter.}

11, Y (leordie’s™ dolllike appearance, hoth in his photographs
and when seen through the mirrors with his mesk.ike face. Only ove
of the medium’s bands s visible in these pictures, and ¢ Geordie™
certainly looks like o bay-figere.

13, I submitted all these photograpne, ineloding the Edinburoh
one of * Cissia,"” to examination under a powerful microscope, and the
result wes certainly startling. None of these faces will stand expert
examinadion. Ib is remarkable nlso that a hem or selvage iz distinetly
visible across “Geordie's™ drapery, a very questionable adjunct to
“ Spirit ” clothing.

13. The medium has never been fouched in the * cabinet” or spoken,
while any of the forins bave been walking about the room. In-fast
there was never any proof that the medinm was in the cabinet at all
on these ngeazions,

14. The wmedium and * Geordie ” have never spoken simultaaeousty,
although vapidly in svccession. Hels the only “Spirit” farm whe
ever spoaks.  His quality of volee is the easfest to imitate, The other
forms never is[p&al-r, rithough they appesr to be often stronger and
befter matorialised ;s as for instance * Josephine,” * Mrs. MacTaggors,”
ete.

15. The strang resemblance to the medivm in fgure sud move-
ments of the adult forms wlho come into the room. This is moest
noticenble in the case of “Josephive” (For corroboration of this
opinion, refer to Mrs. C. A. Edwards’ statement further on,) On the
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oceasions when I was privileged to touch * Josephine's ” finger tips, I
noticed that her aros and hands exactly resembled Mrs. Mellon’s ; and
again in the photograpl taken of * Josephine” by Dr. M . the
resemblance of the origioel picture {taken from the Grst negative) to
the medivo was 50 noticeable, that Mrs. Bellon exncted a promise
from Dv, M.—— that he would not print from it. This photograph I
have before me asT write, but I gave a promise that I would not
publish it with the others.

. 16, I pw aware that no ladies have ever been nllowed to be with
Nrw. Mellon, when dressing, proparatory to holding o sdance.  Several
ladies, intimate friends of hers, have told me that they have frequentiy
endeavored to be present in this way, and have n%'\t:rr;& to help her
dress, ete., but have been refused admission on various pretexts,

17, My, Mellon slways remeins at the back of the circle, and
mitends to thelight bimself when any important manifestations take
place, such as “Josephine” or “ Geordie " perambulating the room.
1f Mr. Mellon is not there, nothing very important takes place cutside
the ecabinet, although even then a person to be depended on (to
promptly turn the light out, If necessary), such as Mr. Igci-—, attends
the gns or lamp at the back.

This list of evidence egminst the genuineness of her professed
abnornal powers T then submitted to Hr, Wallis and Dr. Pickburn,
both members of the Test Committes. I found them also very
sceptical, and both agrecd with me as to these cbservations, and alse
agreed that further action was necessary to clear up this mystery.
Not wishing to act decisively without due caution and further
delibaration, I attended another sénanee. My previous observations
were fally borue out and strengihened, and I felt fully convinced that
we were being fooled by a systematie course of trickery and impos-
ture. At this sbance T astempted, n= already deseribed, to institute =a
little guiet test {without any previous notice to the medium) by
endeavoring to obtain a print of “Cissie's” fool upon a sooted slate,
The result as regards the print was a failure, but as a test it sueceeded
Jjust as T expected, and proved to mo conclusively that * Cissie” had
no fest {unless, possibly, by receiving notice beforchand). T therefore
determined to tnke action at once. My first impulse was to broach
the matter to Dr. M . It on reflection [ felt that to do so wonld
be useless, I knew thac he was so muel inBuenced by the medium,
and had soch an unreasoning faith in her powers, that he would
ﬂhsniutaly refuse to listen 1o any suspicions, however well founded.
This opinion has been since borne out by his unvensonable line of
action in the face of the most conclusive evidenecn, T felt more
strongly on his account than oy own, that any action which would
regenc hiwm  from the toils of those whem I believed to be cruelly
duping him, would he doing him the greatest service that one
friend could render to snother, While appreciuting and respecting his
brilliant intellectual attainments, I was yet aware that his peculisrities
of tewperament, his wilfulness, combined with indecision u? character,
mude it impossible to reason with bim as ope eould with most men.
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He would bave unconsciensly let the matter leak ount, xnd the
medium would have been warncd and on her puard. I consulted with
four friends of his ypon thiz peint, and they, knowing his tempera-
ment intimately, agreal that it would be wnwise to apprise him aé all.
To have denounced the whele thing as a fraud, withont conclusive proof,
would have been both unjust, and useless in its vesult. The only
enurse open to me, therefore, was to act decisively upon my own
vesponsibility, and in such & manner that there eould be no loaphole
for eneape or exeuse if my suspiclons proved corveet. On the othee
hoard, barl T found that I was wrong in iy opinions, and on applying
my own **lest,” lind discoverad anything sbuormal about the alleged
“ phenomenn,” I would have been the ficst to apologise and mmke
reparation. No personal feelings entered into the guestion, and 1 hed
absolutely no animus against the medivm ; T considered her simply i
the aspect of a mediusm or unt? in a broad guestion of deep importance.
By her own conduct in repeatediy refuzing © tests,” she had forced me
into this setion ; and however enpleasant the duty might be, I never-
theless felt it to be o duty, both to my immediate fricnds and to the
public, which I could not shirk. My friend and fellow-investizator,
Mr. Wellis, axpressed himself ready to sapport me in the matter, snd
relied wpon wy judgment to act on the tirst favorable opportunity.
Knowing Dr M—"s excitable temperament, mud wishing, on the
grounds of long friendship, to avoid any personsl confliet of opinion
with him on sucl an ocession, we resolved to take the opportunity
while he wes alsent in the eountry, This presented itself on the
evening of Friday, 12th Cetober, and the oeewrrence ig hest told in my
own statutory declavation of what took place, and in the stutements
of the various witnesses which nre appended. My friendship for Lr.
M- precluded my taking action on any ocoasion in bis house ; the
tactics of the medivm did not give sn opportunity elsewhere but in
her own house,  For rcarons best known to horeelf, she has refused
vecently to give exhibitions in a public room, and has also declined to
do g0 in other private houses. I was forced, therefore, to take this
action in her own house, and although payment was not actuaily
charged on this occasion, I considsr that ample payment in kind was
received. The medinm has talked about the obligntions of hospitalicy,
ete. Now, what can be thought of any person who will ask & nomber
of others to a hovse to systematically trick and befool them, and trifle
crielly with the emotions of many? Where does any obligation enter
info sueh an ocension? Was T to sit quietly and see this going on
before my eyes; to see an old lady duped into tears, and do nothing @
To have done eo wonld have made me o party to these proveedings, and
is against every fnstinet of honor and novality,

The following are the statements of what tool plase s

I, Thomas Shekleton Heney, of Lincoln’s Inn Chambers, Eliza.
beth-street, Syduney, in the colony of New South Wales, architect, do
solemnly antl sincovely declare ag follows: That on the evening of
Friday, tho 12th day of October, 1894, T went to Mrs. Mellon’s house
in the Waverley-road, near Queen-street, Woollahra, Sydney, for the
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purpose of attending a stance at which so.called materialised spirit
formis were professed to sppear. That the following persons were
present besides myself: Mv. Mellon, Mrs. Mellon, Miss Mellon ; Miss
Elverstone, Miss St. Hill; Mis. Gale, of Paddington ; Mr. Wilton
and Mrs. Wilten, of Mcibouwrne ; Mrs, Smith, of New Zealand ; My,
Edwards aud Mre, BEdwards, of Darling Poing, Sydney ; My, Chas. L.
Wallis, of Messra. Wincleombe, Carson, aud Company, woollirokers,
Bydney ; Mr. N, Joubert, of Hunter’s Hill, Sydney; Messvs, Royd-
house and Kidgell, of the Sydoey Swnduy Pimes; Dr. Slorder, and
Mr. Rowble,

We amesembled in o double veom on the ground flosr, divided by
folding doors, which wers opened and thrown !Lru:k} and the eurtnined
recess or © cabinet” wag arranged in one corner of the back voom, and
composed of heavy dark curtaing about seven feet long. reaching to
the fioor, aiid hung upon a vod or string,

The sitters were placed in two semi-circular vows in front of this
recess, and also in the back room. A small bumboo table was placed
against the wall about three feet from the  cabinet,” and between the
fest person in the row {o my lefé and the *cabinet,” On this table T
placed three clean shests of foolscap paper und two pencils, the paper
having been passod vound, exomined, and then initialled by me.

Mrs, Mellon, after arranging all the sitters in such places and &t
such distanco from the * eshinet” or curtaived vecoss ns she plessed,
snbed herse!f on o chair inside this curtained recess, nbout 20 minutes
past § o'elock, 1 wag placed about the middle of the front row of
sittors, and about 10 fest frem the “oabinet.” The gns was then
turned out in the back room, and Mr. Alellon, who remaived in the
front room, toroed the gas in the front room down very low, und then
wound up and started going s musical box. The sound of rapping
was heard to proceed from the ““ealinet,” and understood to mean
“turn the light still lower,” which was accordingly done by Ir
Mellon, and we were requested to join hands and sing when the
musical box cessed.

After singing for about eight or ten minuies, a very tall form
-appeared between the cortains, draped in Joose while material, with
what nppeared to be a black face, although no features counld be seen.
It came joxt ontside the *‘ecaldned,” and, being requested to indicate
for whom it had come, bowed itself nt vhe mention of Mr. Wilton's
name, indicating that it was the spirit of a friend of his, and then
retived into the * oabivet,” after extending one min in the divewtion of
the window,

I felt certain, from the shape and movements of Whis figure, that
it was an imposture and a trick. After another short intervs] of
singing, a form, dinped eompletely in swhite, with a small black shawl
round the middle, came from the “eabinet” sud approached Mrs,
Gale, who sut at the right extremity of the front vow of claire.

This form bowed when addressed Ly the nawe of Ars. Gale's
-deceased piece, and Mrs. Gale, sobbing, aud in orab emotion, rose
and kissed the bead of this foroe, which then retived 1o the “ cabipet.™
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This form was barefooted. and had every appearance of Mrs. Mellon's
figure, the face heing hidden by white drapery.

Kext the form known as “ Josephine” sppeaved, dressed in lisht
garmonts, with bere feet and arms, and head draped in white, the face
being visible but unrecognisalle in the dim light.

This so-enlled * Josephine ™ walked out into the room and took a
bouguet of flowers and & pair of scissors from Mr, Rumble, and was
requested (o distribute the flowers. Finding thew wired (I had pro-
vided the bouguet myself} and difflenlt to soparnbe, ahy left them and
vetired to the “oabinet,” where she appenred to gradnally sink down
towards the lloor between the cortains, a process which I have fre-
auently seon before, and cun as easily explain, I recognised
*Josephine ” us being the same form that I have frequently seen before
on such oceasions, and known by that name, and slways bearing a
strong resemblance to the figure and movements of Mra. Mellon.

After another interval of singing, the small form known as
““ Cissie * appeared at the curtains, and was recognised by myself and
the other persons present who had seen previous séances as the
form known hy that name, and purporting to be the spivit of a small
black child who had dicd some yenrs sgo. The face, which appeared
black, was draped round with white materinl, which hung down to the
foor, and the hands woved about under the drapery. This form bobbed
about and naodded its head in the usual child-like wanuer, never com-
ing awny from the curtains,

Someone on my left (T believe it was Mrs, Gale) went over and
handed the so-called ¢ Clesie” the usual box of choeolates, which
Y Cissie " rattled and proceaded to eat, and o gentleman on my right
{T believe it wag Dy, mtorder} aslked o be given aclhocolats, and reached
forward to receive it, I asked for a chocolate, but did not get one.

1 hwve repeatedly acked but have never on any previons occasion
been allowed to spproach the so-cslled © Cissie.” The choco-
Jate box was then deposited inside the cortains and *¢ Cissie * reached
to the little bamboo table ou which were placed the three sheets of
initialled paper and the two pencils. The table appenred to be too far
away from the *“ cabinet,” and her arm, in reaching over for it, had to
be extended, and I noticed that it was much longer than any arm a
child of that height would naturally have.

When the so-called ¥ Cissie” tried to draw the table closer, the
two pencils rolled off on to the floor. T went over on the pretext of
picking up the pencils, seized the form of the so-called * Cissie,” and
tound that T had hold of Mrs. Mellon, and thak she was on her knees,
and bad n white niterial like musiin vound her head and shoulders.

I ean swear positively that when T seized the form Mrs. Mellon
wag on her knees,  She struggled, bat T held her firmly and called for
the light to b twrued ap. |

Someone struck matches, and then I saw that Mrs, Mellon had =
mask of bluck material over lier fuce, the aforesnid white drapery round
her shoulders, her sleeves druwn up above the elbows, the skirt of her
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dress turned up, and her feet bare, She was on her kltEH.’-'E, and I Beld
her in the pesition in which I had caught her.

The matches were blown ont, and T was assaslted by two or three
micn present, Mr. Mellon catching me by the throat and tearing off my
necktie.

I never let go my hold of Mrs. Melon, however, until the gas in
the back room was lit and turned full on, and everyons present had
an opportunity of seeing Mrs. Meilon in the position and in the
condition in which I had eaught her. T looked inside the ‘¢ enlhinet”
apd spw lying upon the flooy inside the * cabinet” o fulse beard. I
eatled My, Roydhouse over, and be picked up the beard, but it waas
seatehed from his hand.,  As spon as I 1'&]:1:;35 my hotd Mrs. Mellon
tore the black mask from her face, and the drapery from her shoulders,
and hid them under her petticont. I then cntered the “cabinet ™ and
found on the floor & small black shawl, some old muslin, Mre. Mellorn's
shoes and stockings, and a small black cotton bag about nine inches
square, with black tapes attached to .

T did not think it neceszary to retain any of these articles as =o
many witnesses saw both them and the whole proceedings.

I was perfectly cool and calm throwghout and made no errorin
my observutions or judgment. BMr. Chas. L. Wallis was the only per-
son present to whom I compwnicated beforshand my intention of
taking notion to expose what I suspected to be a froud and commen
trickery.

I have witnessed a gveat many previous sdances by DMrs,
Mellon, and on every such accasion the so-called phenomens produced
have been of & similay charncter,

I have seen nothing that eould not be done by common trickery

{(Signed} T, Sumkierowy Hexny,
Declaved bofore me this 176h day Oetober, 1804, Arnxx. Deax, 1P

I attended a materialising séance at the house of Me. and Mrs
Mellon, Waverley-road, on Friday evening, October 12, 1804.

The following persons were present besides wysell :—3lrs. Smith

N.2.), Mrs. Wilton (Melbourne), Mr=. Gale, Mrs. Edwards, Miss St
ill, Miss Elviston, Miss Melon, Messrs. Roydbouse, Henry, Joubert,
Rumble, Etherington, Wilten {Melbourne) Kidgell, Bdwards, Mellon,
D, Btorder, A “cabinet,” composed of two curtaing hanging closely
side by eide from o rod was fixed in one corner of the roon.  Tnto the
recess thus formed, the mediom, Mres. Anniec Mellon, vetired at nbous
8.30 p.m., and the sitters, reranged in the usnal semi-cirele beforc the
curtains, sang several aivs, prefuded by selections feemy Mr, Mellon’s -
musical box, :

After an interval of o few minutes, what appeared to be a very
tall forr showed between the curtains in the centre. The Hght was
very dim, and features quite indistinguishable, though the face looked
black. This form did not free itsell from the curtains, Next
appeared a fewale form draped in white, but wearing slso a black
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shawl, Bhe was supposed o be the matevialised spirit of a niece of
Mrs. Gale, to whom she walked out from the cabinet, aud returned,

Agnin an interval of a few minutes, and then the form known to
regular sitters at these séances as ** Josephine ™ came out from the
curtains and ook a large bonquet of flowers. She appeared fo try to
cut the string which bound the flowers with a seissors handed her by
Mr. Rumble, hut failed, and retived to the centre of the curtsing and
appeared to demnterialise by gradually sinking down to the ground,
amdl then disappearing altogether,

A few minutes passed in singing as before, and then the little
blnck form, purporting to be " Clssle)’ showad at the centre of the
curtains, kissed her hands, and took a box of chocolates handed her
by Mre, Gale, Bhe then reached vet from the curtuivs and took =
small stool standing close by with sheete of paper and a  peneil
on it {left »0 in ecase the alleged “epirits” should wish to write
messages), As she placed the stool Lefore ler the pencil fell off, and
Mr. Henry immediately asked, “ May I get the pencil for you, Cisste?”
and, leaving hisseat, stooping fow down, went over to the form, aad,
grasping its arm, {cailed out, “Light upI® This was n pre-arran
signal to me, and [ immediately strock thres matehes and held them
together nbove my head,

By the light thus affurded— fully suflicient for the purpose—T saw
Mrs. Mellon kneeling on the fHoor in front of ihe curtains, and Mr
Henry standing over her holding her arm. I could not see Wes.
Mellon's fuoe, because she was hiding 16 by holding it towards the
anrtadug nod very close to the ground ; bub I saw distinetly her light-
Llue dress, und that slie was enveloped around the upper part of her
hody in white muopslin or some such materisd,

My matchos were then Llown out by one of those present, and I
stenck nnother, which was also blown ont. I then endeavored to light
a gns jet direetly over Mr. Henry's bhead, but could not tern the
tap, and so wend back into the further section of the room and lit twe
Jets there. All this accurred in & very fow geconds. 1 returned to
the scene of motion, nud saw that Mrs Mellon was not then covered
by the white drapery ; that the white drapery had disappesred ; that
Mr. Henry was etill holding Mrs. Mellon in much the same position,
and that Mrs. Mellon’s shoes and stockings were Iying on the floor.
alse a dark shawl and a smaBl black-stuff bag. These are the only
arbicles that came dirvectly under my observation, but.I wis not nearly
st well situated s othiers for sering details, as T was engaged, against
ﬂbjstli_:mtirm from one o two of the sittors, in attempting to establish
a light,

Directly Mr. Henry made his seizuve, Mr, Mellon turued out the
low light at the buel of the cirele, and rushed forward nt Mr Henry
in an attewpt to free Mrs. Mellon From his grasp,

(Here follows the usual form of statutory declarstion, signed in
the presence of Ar. A. Sinelair, J.7., October 23.)

(Bigned)  C. L. Wazrnm,
. Bridge-street, Sydney, N.5.W,
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Mr. T. 8 Heory.

Dear Sir,—Ab your request I now forward you a brief record of
my recollection of cectain occurrences at the " wmaterialisation ™ séance
held lust evening (Friday}, at the residence of Mrs. Mellon, Waverley-
road, Sydney. By way of prefuce leb me sny that being on u shors
vigil Lo this city, T lately wrote to Mys, Mellon, enclosing a card of
intreduction to her from o mutual friend—a prominent and widely-
respected Muolbourne spieitvulist—and soliviting the favour of a
“altking " for myself and my wife.  After some coveespondence, Mes,
Mellon replied on the 108h {nstant, acquiescing, and appointing Friday

- evening at 8 o'elock.  Shortly after the bour named Mrs, 'Willou and
T arrived nt the medivm’s house in Waverleycoud,  There were goveral
Indies and gentlemen present, all strangers to us, and we were placed
by Mrs, Mellon in the front row of the cirele. After a fow prefimin.
aries, Mis Mellon baving entered the caliinet, and the gas-light having
been turned very low, {he séance commencell. T neod not now dwell
upon the familinr early featvres of the meeting—the appearnnee at
different times {not simulianeonsiy), and whilst the wedivm was sop-
P‘Wﬂl to be within the cabinet, of smndry ﬁgu res draped in white,
nlleged by some of the sitters to be = Elsie,” “ Josepline,” &c., but
will pass on to what wos the event of the evening,

A small form, childlike in séature, and dressed in white garments,
emerged from the eabinet. It made a noise such ny that produced by
smacking the lips together, and was greeted us ¥ Cligsie” by saveral
persons prenent

A lndy present spolke to 15, and said she had sone chocolates for
“ Clsnie,”” who then nppeared to walk in the direction of the lady and
veceived o Box of sweets, This she shook vigoronsly, as if pleased,
and continued the smacking noise.  One sitter asked © Cissie * to pive
the wedinw a chocotate ; ancther {I think yoursclf said, * Won't you
give we u chocolale, ‘Cissia? Come and give me ome” Just about
this time there was a sound near the “form" as of several lollies being
let fall on the floor, and then came other ncises like that of someone
stumhling or striking against the leg of a table or chair in the vicinity
of the “cabinet.” 1 heard a sitter near mwe say, “There's sopething
wrong " Then a wan’s voice {(Four own) ealled out, “ Turn up the
light.” Several malches were at once ignited, Imt it seemed some
seconds before anything like a zood hight was obtained. By this time
the cormaotion had increased ; men and women were standing up, and
s struggle wos going on veay the “calinet.” As soon as 1 could cateh
a ghmypse of the centre of commotion, 1 ghserved a form aluost
kneeling upon the floor a few fect from the “enbinet,” and grasped by
you. Over the face of that formy was o black object like a wmask—
perhaps a piece of black cloth bound closely round the faee, I caught
sight also of some finwing white drapery, like mosliv, about the body,
and I noticed that the figure wag not that of a child,

The gas now was burning brightly, aned I saw on the foor of the
room & pair of black stockings, o pair of lady’s shees, w small black
bag, and zome flowers, apparently artificial. These articles were
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shown by one of the company, who said they had just been found
inside the * cabinet.”

Of the remainder of the proceedings in this sorry affair I need
sny nothing. That you had any intootion of scizing the mediam, or
the “materinlised forms,™ I had nob the slightesk soepicion, and grest
wad my surprise at the sudden disturbance,

I am, dear sir, faithfully yours,

(Hinned) Wrs, Jf. BE. Wirow.

Petty's Hotel, Syduey, Outaber 13, 1854,

My T. 8. Heory.

Dear Bir,—I can corroborate the principal statements in Mr,
Wilton's letter referring to Mrs. Mellon's séance Jast night, merely
adding that nlthough I did not notice tho face of the **form ” thas
was struggling on the floor in your grnsp, still I distinetly saw that
the figurs was that of 2 woman, an'l was eluborutely deaped in white
mashin—Yours sincerely, (Signed) L, Wirmes.

STATEMEMT BY MISS 5T. HILL.

After a little while the Hitle binck givl, known as © Cigsis”
appenred at the eurtain. She did neb come out into the voom, but
somné of the sitters went ko her with chocolates, which she ata. She
auve some to Mr. Bumble.  She then wenb to a stonl where some paper
and n pencil were.  On dropping the pencil My, FHenry weub forwsard
to pick it up.

The next thing T heard was * Light up!” Somecone stemelk
wiatehes, and [ distinetly saw Mr. Hoory holding Mrs, Mellon on her
knees, still wrapped in the white drapery, which was enpposed to be
# Cissie’s,” Bhe had » black mask on ler face, and was shrugrling,
drawing the white drapery off, which showed her blue gown beneath.
Bhe scemed to be crying,

Mr. ?FI'E"{'I'FI? who was seated I:H'htﬂd' Pi.". out the gas and rashed
forward, Mr. Wallis came ons and lit the gas, and when I turned
again Mr. Henry was stil holding Mrs. Mellon, while several were
teying to draw him away. She drew her dress over her head and ok
hack behind the cabinet,

I passed np and saw Mr Roydhouse with what secmed to me o
be n beard. He had picked it up off the floor in the cabinet, and
while looking »t it it was dragged guickly out of lis hand by someone.

I then took Mrs. Gale wpstairs, and when I rveturned saw Mes.
Mellen's shoce and stockings, which were afterwards pub on her. Her
sleoves were dinwn up above the sthows, and she seemed much
distrossel.  In the cabinet some black drapory was lying, what
seerned artificial flowers {though they may have Leen real), a woollen
eap, and ootside was Iying a black bag.

1 should have said that, as in the case of all the other séances, the
light was very dim, and the faces of what are called the spirit forms
-could not possibly be distinzuished,
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This is an accurate and trethinl account of what 1 saw.

{Signed) Mary Avexia St. Hinw,
] 330 Victoria-street, Darlinghurst, Syduey. Sunday, October 14,
1894, -

Mr. N, Joubert stutes that when the light was struck he saw the
mediom in a half-kneeling position on the floor in the grasp of Me.
Henry, and went over to her assistanee. He saw some deapery seonnd
Mrs. &Ellﬂl‘l, but did not see the articles described in the previous
tptenents, '

Mr. Roydlionee, Editor of the Sminlay Pimes, suys -t Tt was oy
fivst materialiantion séance. The forme spokean of as “ Llie black nian,”
“Josehine,” and * Mrs. Mae Taggart,” bad appearcd as descriled in
the account of the Swundey Ptmes' special, given above, when the event
oceurred which broke up the séance. When the form spoken of as
“ (issie” apprared, it advanced to the circle npon being spoken to by
a lady, who said she hed some chocolates forit.  * Cissio,” who seensed
to be between three and four feet high, with, what appeared in the
dim light, a black patch for a face, was mnking a noise (even before
she obtained a chocolate} like smacking ber Yips. A gentleman in the
civels (fromt row) asked for a chocolabe, and leant forward to get it
The chocolate was seewmingly tendeved, and was beard to drop on the
toor,

“Then Mr. Henry, who was sitting in front of rae, left his chair
and went towards “ Cigsie,” asking, as I understood, for a chooolake.
‘Cissie” was in the meantime sceibbling with & pevcil on some paper
left for the puvposs. The next moment a ory was heard, a seufling
nolee, nnd Mr, Henry's vaice requesting o light.  The gas, which had
been turned low, was now turned right out appavently, for complete
darkness reigned. BIr. Henry continued to i for a light, and Mr,
Rumble and My, Mellon to say “No.” I bad no idea that u seizure
had been made. The impression on my wind was that the medium
had been taken il}, and 3. Henry, as a particular friend, had gone to
ber assistance. Matches were struck, but went out ngein almost jm-
mediately, and the confusion hzeame greater. Eventually the lichs
was turned on, and Mr. Henry was seen to be holding the mediym
almnst ip the centve of the vacant space between the first row of
sitters and the “ cabinet.”

“ Mr. Henry, npen noticing me, requested that T should “see for
myself,"” and then, of course, T divined what was happening. T noticed
that the medinm had spme whits drapery nbout the lower part of her
figuve, ond one leg was hare—shoe and stocking absent, Toth legs
might have heen bare, but I can only he positive in iy statement as
to ong.  While My, Henry was stiil holding her T was looking behind
the covtain of the cabinet—the curtain haviog been partly drawp—
and sow some articles lying on the door. Theve were, ameng other
things, » slipper, some small articles of black or dark material, a Dlack
mask, and & pair of false whiskers. After loocking at these, T went
belind the curtains and picked up the false whiskers, I was holding
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them by one prong when the medium came in and seized them by 1he
other balf, and pulled. 1 sought to retain them, and thea allowed
them to go. One cannot wrestle with 4 woman, The mediam thew
gothered ap sonie of ihe articles behind the curtains and sat on them,
rewaining in the “eabinet.” A ludy deew the curtains to screen the
medinn, and it wag noi wnnatarally enggested that the very exeiting
and sensational seene should be brought to a elose by the refirement
of the visitors,

“ Before going, however, the medinm's hovhnod volunteered 4o giva
# test gfance upder any condittons T wonld same, when he wonld
undertalee to prove beyond gquesiion that the medinm would de all
that was claimed, This was agreed to, Tt may be mentioned that, in
reply to o question, I stated before the whole company what T had
personally seen behind the curtain, Someone asked, ** Where are the
mask and whiskers now? T answered them that I could not search
the medium. I inguired, however, if the wedium would furnish any
egplanation of the strange proceedings, but wasz told that she was
sutfering fromn shoek, and couldd not do so that evening,

“I have merely stated the plain facts in the foregoing, without
eormment or dedusction.”

Me, IKidgill states . —

“Mr. Henry then again called oub ** Bteike a light,” upon which
severnl mutehes were straek, and the medivm was sven voon her koees
slmost i the middle of the space betwesn the enbinet” and the
gitters, in Mr. Henry's grasp, and with some white diapery partially
areuud her,  The light then went out, hut more mwatehes were strgek,
and the gas eventoally lizhted, when I notieed Mys, Mellon, stil} held
by Me. Heory, and near her on the finor was # fancy slipper and some
other small articles, including somathing likke a piecn of black silk, but
they were renioved by someone tos quickly for me to see what they
ware,

“In the weantime, Mr. Roydhouse had gone to the * cobinet®
and, in reply to & question by Mr. Henry. stated that he had seen a
black mask and folse whiskers, and had hold of the [atter. A pair of
lady's atockings were also pointed out on a side table,”

The exposure was complete and irrefutable, and my unexpected
aoup had toleen everybody, exeept Mr., Wallis, by surprise. Mr.
Mellon's aetion in so promptly taraiog out the gas, and vushing at me,
showedl cleavly that he knew mors than le professed.  When we
ratired to tho front room the medinm was surrounded in the *F eabinet™
by two or thees lndy spiribnalists presont, who drew the curtuins and
assisted her to dress,  Meanwhile a discussion took place in the front
room, aud soime of the spiritealistie gentlomen said that it wae a pity
this had takeu place, but that they bud seen genuine phenomena on
other veensions,

Compare this with their subsequent attituvde. BMr. Mellon de
claved uver aud over ngain that nobody was more surprised than he
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and that he had known her for twenty-five years; implying & complete
admission of the froud on this ocension. He asked wlvml; we infended
to do, and begged that nothine woulid be said, and that his wife
would prgmise to give us satisfactory proof of her waterinlising power
in a week's time  We consented to say nothing of the matter until
the following Wednesday, on which date he promised, st her sug-
gestion, that & satisfactory tess should be given at the oflices of the
Sunday 1'imes newspaper, the arrangement of details being left to
Mr. Roydhouse and 1ayself:

Mre. Mellon slso stated emplusbically, in answer to a request for
some explanation of her conduct, that she was entianced the whole
tirng, and remembered nothing of what cecurred,

Uorapare this statemecnt {which was noted by a number of wit-
nésses present) with her exeuses and explanctions further on.

It may and has been asked, why none of the properties, such as
the mask, fulse hesrd, or drapery, were retained by myself and others.
Now, in the first place, my handz were not at {iberty to enable me to
catch any of these articles. I was onmgaged in holding the medivm
with one hand, while with the other T had to protect myself from her
husband and three or [our spiritualists who assaulted me. The
medium had one hand free, with which she quickly tore off the mask

“and drapery, and secreted them under her petticoats. Certainly,
some of the other witnesses might have seoured some of these articles,
but they were all so taken by surprise that they did not vender me
the nssistance which T expected. Mr. Wallis was fully engaged in
trying o light the gas, in the face of persistent opposition. The
whale affair was witnessed by so many persons, however, that further
proof wag not necessary ; and even had these articles been retained
and produced before the publie, I have no doubt thet T and others
would have been accused of bringing them there ourselves. Thix
very avcusation was mude in the case of the alleged exposure of
Hackett, which I shall refer to later on.

On the fullowing Monday, Messrs. Wallis, Foubert, Roydhouse,
and myself met in comsnltation at the office of Mr. Roydhouse, and
the following conditions for the proposed test were formulated and
agreed to, and afterwards sobmitted and agreed to by Mr. Mellon,
acting on bebalf of Mrs. Melon :—

CosnErioNs :—

“1. That the medium should permit herself to be searched im-
mediately prior to the séance by two lady sesvchers, one of whom o he
nominated by Mre. Mellon, and the other by the Hditor of the
Surelay Timas,

“2. That the medium should be placed in a wire-nctting cage, -
the door of which was to be locked and sealed.

“3. That should & materialised form appear two persons io be
named ab the séance should encircle it by joining hands whilst it de-
materialised.

“4, That a spirit form should be requested to draw the cartain
in front of the cage showing the medivm, or in the event of the form
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being unable to do so, that the curtain should be drawn by means of
cords retained in the hands of two of the sitters,

5. That no light should be displayed except by the person in
charge of the gas during the appearance of any form ; but that there
should be sufficient light when the curtains were withdrawn to plainly
see the medinm in the cage.”

On ‘Wednesday October 17th, we met as arranged at the “Sunday
2%mes” oflices, and the following extract from the issue of that paper
for October 21st, 1884, fully describes the proceedings —

“Insccordance with the above, theproprietors of &a Seendey Limes
had u ¢nge speeially constructed, about theee feot square and six feet
in height, and made of timber and wirenetiing, fitted with a door, a
patent padlock, and two wooden huttons,  This cage was placed in a
corner of the room chosen for the sénnce, and in froat of it hung a
pair of heavy curtains, to be manipulated by cords. A professional
seavcher was also engaged to act in conjunction with the searcher
nowinated by Mr, Mellon.

“A gas jet on the opposite side of the room was fitted with an
orange-tinted shade, that being the colour of the light said to be most
favourable to the development of the phenomena.

“ At eight o’dock the followiog persons were present — Messts,
J. B. Mellon, E, Ramble, N. Joubert, A. G, Edwards, Etherington,
T. 8. Henvy, C. L. Wallis, H M. BFvans, H. Paterson, Zsliner,
Hoydhouse, and Kidgell, Drs, MacCarthy and Pickbars, Mrs,
Edwards, Mrs. Gale, Mrs. Amelia Bmith (N.Z.), Mis. Bves, Bliss
Elverstone, and Miss 8t FEill

*The medivm having submitted herself to a thorough search, and
the ladies appointed to that duty having reported that she had no
“jpt'ﬂr?&rhiﬂa " of uny description upon her peveon, the Jady nominated by
Mr. Mellon at the sawme time protesting agoinat the thoroughness of
the operation, which she considered an unnccessary indignity. Mrs.
Mellon then entered the cage and seated herself in a chair placed
therein.

** The position of the sitters was settled by mutual arrangement.
Dr. MacCarthy and Mr. Paterson, were appointed to encircle the
;f!g'aﬁre {should one appear), and Mr. Mellon was given control of the
ight.

“ The door of the cage was locked and sealed, the key given into
the possassion of Mr. H. M_ Evans, and the eurtaine drawn in front
of the cage, The gas was turned down, and the Qompany commenced
to sing (Dr. MacCOarthy accompanying on his suto-harp) the heautiful
poem by Mys, Beecher Stowe.

“ After several other airs had been sung, Mra, Mellon called from
the exgs that the light was too streng, and it was therefore turned
vory low. Binging was then resaumed, and scon after, or about halé-
an-hour from the time the mediwm had entered the cage, three smart
raps were hesrd.  Questions weve asked whether the light was too
high or too low, both of which were answered in the negative, A
resort was then had to the alphabet, and the letters ‘q’ and *u’
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were spelled out.  In reply to an enguiry if the word was °quick,’
affirmative raps were given, and at first it was thought it referred to
she mugig, but someone asked I it meant to go to the medicum, when
the rapping again indicated an affirmative. I, MacCarthy at once
drew aside the curtains and had the Hght turned wp, when the
medinm was seent in an apparently prostrate condition. The door
wag a6 once opened, and Drs. MacCarthy and Pickbuwrn went in and
veported that Mrs. Mellon had faintad, i

“ 8he wns taken out and restoratives supplied, but it was very
evident that her condivion precinded the puﬁﬁﬂ?ﬂiﬁy of the continvanes
of the séunce that evening, and the rovm was spoedily vacated by all
but the invalid and those in attendance upon her.”

The whole thing was a miserable fascy, o picoe of audacions
“bluff” to gain time, and resulted just as I and others expected.
Before wo dispersed an attempt was made by Mr. Mellon, and others
on his behalf, to induce the editor of the Swnday YYmes and other
witnesses t0 say nothing, and persomal insulés and accusations were
addressed to myself. These I passed over with complete indiffersnce,
My frionds felt that it waz mot o personal matter, and that in the
public interest the fullest publicity should be given to the whole pro-
ceedings. The Sunday 7'imes reported the affair in full. Newspaper
interviews, letters, and statements on both sides filled the newspapers
of Sydney and Melbowrne for the sueceeding week, and in the more
distant colonies and eities of Australin the publie journals alse took
the matler up, showing the widespresd public interest evolked,

The newspapers and public opinion unapimously supported oy
action, and I received nuwmernus private letters and expressions of
approval and sympathy. The Melbourne Psychical Rescarch Society
at once took the matter in hand, and = request was made to show
eanse why Mre. Mellon should not be removed from memhership of
this society.  (ircat suzpriee and dispust were caused to me at this
time by the unlookedfor and wrjust attitude of one for whom I had
had a long personal friendship, and for whose sake, as much as from
my own endeavor to reach the tvuth, T had undertaken thiz most on-
pleasant duty. Under the influence of ill-advisers, he made this the
ground for a bitter porsonal feeling against myself, and allowed me -
to be unjustly attacked throngh the columns of the Daily Telegroph
by certain sycophantic followers. I fovsive all this, and will not
make it more difficult for him to meke the amende homoralle, which
T fecl sure will come in time.

Mrs. Mellon also published a statement in explanotion of her
cuse, which statement caused a good deal of mirthful comment from
the vomic journals. No doubt it was accepted us a thoroughly satis-
factory explanation by a great many crﬂdulzmm Spiritnalists ; but even
the more intolligent Bpiritualists must consider it an insult to their
intelligence. The fact that no money was puid on this particular
occasion has alone saved her from legal proceedings, These are her
explanations :(—
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“T was in my rormal siate during the whole of the séance on the
12th instant ; that is, I was neof in a state of trance, as I sometimes
atn, during the materialisation of epirit forms, snd wes gudls swore of
what was going on.

“The next thing I was awaee of was Mr. Henry holding my It
wrist, and I saw I was completely enveloped in drapery. The drapery
soon dematerialived, and was seen o dissolve i o kind of staam by
Mrs. Gale wod one of the gentlismen present,

AL 8 sublmoruent private séance, T enquired of * Clasie’ how it
all came about, and =he tells me that there wur a very inhar-
monious fecling at the meeling, and she and her friends felt that
something was going to happen. They therefore thought it hetter not
‘G0 entrance me that evening, becavse it would have Efmen much more
dangerous to me had T been in an abnormal condition. Bo, whilst in
my normal state, they drew only from the lower part of my body,
principally from my legs—in fact, at one time I felt as though I had
no lege at all ; they were rendered very small and shrunken, and hof
s how I sacplain sty shoes end stockings coming off."

Now, one would natarnliv axk why, if she ““was quite aware of
what was going on,” itshoald be necessary to enquire of ** Cissie ™ at
i suhm%ueut- private séonce ¥ A hitle move dust ecast in the eyes of
hor still faithful followers! The explanastion of the shoes and
stockings falling off iz resily too laughable, Can it be possible that
any Spiritualist even can “swallow " that!?

'.'lﬁ'la charge of frand wpon this oceasion did not rest upon my
teatimony alone, Miss 3t i1, Mr. Roydlhiouse and myuelf saw the
false beard, and saw Mr. Roydhouse pick it up and handle it ; while
they, and four more witnesses, saw the drapery and other articles, and
have thus stated,

Heve, then, are seven witnesses of undisputed integrity and
intelligence. The impartiality of these witnesses s beyond dispute.
They bad all been invited by Mrs. Mcllon herself, snd considered
respectable and ceedible persons by herself, and had no exposure taken
place would probably have been asked, as on other oceasions, to allow
their names to appear in support of the genuineness of these
“ materialisations.”

Although none of them are Spivitualists, they are earnest and
thoroughly impartinl investigators, and have been and ave willing to
testity to anything that is proved to their satisfoction, Therefors, the
agsumption of bius cavnot be brought ngainst these witnesses,

Aguin, the assumption of eollusion will not held., My and Mrs.
Wilton T had never seen hefore in mwy life, and had no conversation
with them until after the oceurrence. My, Roydhonse and Miss S
Hill were also ignorant of my intentions and haud no previous conver-
sation with me. Mr. Wallis was the only persen present aware of my
intended action. On the otkher #ide, there is the statement of fve
witnesses, Mre. Gale, Mr. Joubert, Mr. Rumble, Mr. Etherington, and
a doctor of philusophy (who has not thought fit 10 publish his name),
who contradict the other witnesses as to the articles above mentioned,
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although some of them—Mr, Joubert, nnmb'}iy—admih seeing the white
drapery round Mrs. Mellon, getiing over that by the excuse that it
was whisked off supernaturally, end melted.

E-’hethcr that excuse is within reason, must be left to the public
to judge, ’

All thesa, with the exception of the doctor of philosphy, are
professed and ardent spirttualists, and without inferring anything
against spivitualism or its followers, these five persons cannot be said
to be unbiassed witnesses.

Now the evidence of these five persons iy only negative evidence
after all, and, as negative evidence, is worthless as against the positive
avidence of other witnegses. The negative evidence of any number of
persons can not carry the same weight as the positive evidence of seven
other persons,  There are none so blind as those who will not see,” and
“for the sake of their cause,” theso spiritualists no doubt preferred to
shut their eyes to what was plain o everybody who cared to lock,

Animymous statements by a doetor of philosophy, however high
his position in the educational world, can not weigh much agninst the
evidence of witnessess who bave the courage to append their names
The value of this geptleman’s testimony and his capabilities for clear
judgement, may be gavged by the fact that up to that time he had only
witnessed two matevialisation sésnces ; the first being the historie
accasion on which Mrs. Besant attended, and the second the notable
night of the exposure. Flis bebaviour on the first occasion was so
remnarkably emotional that both Mrs, Pesant and Dr. M—— found is
necessury to reassure bim,  (See Chapter T

This was hardly the attitude one would expeet frow a doefor of
philosophy commencing investigakions, and savoursd more of an
emotional temperament predisposed to belief in the supernatural,

For any man to be convineed by any one stance such as that, of
the spiritual origin of the *phencmena,” shows clearly an emotional

and biased mind.

An analysis of the caze, therefore, mmounted to this: That out of
the eighteon persons present besides the wedium, seven persons, all
eredible and unbiased witnesses, teslified to the facts, as stated above.
Five persons strongly biased dended it! Mr. Mellon and bis daughter,
from natural bias, if nothing else, cannot be accepted as witnesses. The
vemaining four porsons, all spirituslists, preferved to romain neutral.
The attitude of these four persons was significant.  The public verdict
was plain, and this avidence quite sufficient to prove the charge, but
it remained for spivitualists themelves to supply siill more crowning
testimony to these facta, ;

A good dezl of comment was caunsed by the attitude of those four
persohs who maiotained silence. Of these four, Mrs, Smith, of New
Zealand, prior to har return to that eolony, informed the editor of the
Sundey Linwes that she was not sativfied. Miss Elverstone, it iz bea-
lieved, was not in & pouition te zee what occurred. AMr and Aes, A,
G. Bdwarde, of Dading Point, were the remaining two.
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The last-named lady is President of the Sydney Asscciation of
Spivitualists, which official position renders her testimony of preat
mportance ; and her husband also is a prominent Spirilualist. In
the Sunday Tines of Nov. 4, 1894, che following statements of her’s
appeaared,

Statement of Mrs. Caroline Amelin Edwards, of Gladys Honse,
Yarnablie-road, Sydney :—

¥ Flaving preserved gilemce thus far upon the lnte exposd at Mrs.
Mellon’s house, chiefly from motsives of sincerest sympathy with that
lady in the humilisting and degrading position, as a woman, into
which eho was thrown, . . . Pitying her as T still do, and did,
determined me to take the neutral part I have hitherto maintsined,
and leave her to rise ov fall on the suceess or otherwise of her test
séances. DBuf cireumstances have azisen which compel me, for justice
sake, to make my statement of facts to you and the publiec. . . .
Common justice and truth demsand thet T now make a statement of
facts that I have hitherto held back. . . . . . I further desire
to point out that the explanation of such facts as I adduce is not to
be expluined away by the zsual feeble hypnotic suggestions. . . .

“* Av the séance at Mrs. Mellon's residence on Oectober 12h, I
was seated in the front row, between Mr. Henry and the foreion gen-
tleman, who wishes his name withheld. When the smpposed spirit
form of Mrs. McTaggart appeared, I (having been s dear friend of
that lady in her lifetime} asked if T could speak to the form, when it
imnmedliately and rapictly went back behind the curtains.

“When ‘Josephise” appeared, whom T lid whwiys sugpected o
be Mre, Mellon herself, the form stooped to take the flowers, with a
motion which T recognised sz distinetly charnctevistic of Mre. Mellon.

“When the form of *Cissle” was seized by My, Henvy, ¥ heard
the exclunation made, and saw him seize the fizure. I was by his
gide in ah ingtant, and on the first atch being lighted 1 distinctly
gaw u mask, or what locked ke one—at any rate, some black covering
—on the lower part of Mrs. Mellon's face. I saw her forehead and
part of the fringe of her hair above it ; T also saw white drapery over
her head and right shoulder, but the arm and shonlder which was held
by Mr. Henry were covered by the blue dress, which I saw at the
same moment.

“The souffle which ensued has been accurately deseribed in the
Swunday imes, whose report of the whole affair was tree and accurate
in every particnlar. Immediately on Mre. Mellon retiving to the
cubinet I followed, but did net go with her. T found her in a
squatting position, not lying on the floor. I knelt down by the side
of her, and took her hands in mine.

“Bticking wp from the hosom of Ler dress, which wag of ¥
shape, I saw 5 lump of coarse, dark hair, the portion visible heing
fully 1% inch one way and nearly an inch longer the other, T pushed
it down her bosom, distinetly feeling it to be haiv. T was so horrified
at the time at the prospeet of exposure, and the fear that she might
be searched, that on the spur of the moment T said, “Give me any
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thing you have to bide,” in reply to which she said, *Neo, no, I have
nothing ;* but at my suggestion she pinned the front of her dress
higher. Mrs. Mellon at that time seemed perfecily cool and collected.

“ Mrs. Smith, of New Zealand, then came into the cabinet, and
assistod me in putting on Mrs. Mellon's upper petticoat and skir,
which were off, but put on the dress skirt wrong side out, and so had
to reverse it, which, of course, took more time, l\frs. Mellon remaining
squatting in a puinful position all the time this was being done.

“ Mrs, Gale subsequently came in and knelt on the other side of
Mre, Mellon, who wag still in the same painful position, which she
continued in despite of Mrs. Gale and I beseeching her to ehange it,
until eventually, at Mrs. Melon's request, Mrs, Gale left her and me
alone after all the visitors had 1eft.

"“When alone, Mrs. Mellor allowed me to assist her to rise, She
then stooped, and, raising her petticonts slightly in front, she drew
something from the back, and fastened whatever it was under ths
ekirt with two or three pins. She then put her shoes and stockings
on, and left the cabinet. I wished her *CGood night,’ and came away.

“ On the afterncon of the day when the test séance was to be
held at the Sunday Times office, I called on Mrz. Mellon. She asked
me to help her. T asked her in what way, and she ssid, ‘Oh, you
Enow ; one medivm can always belp another,” I said I could not help
her, nnd she then said, ‘Then I am lost! T shall fail to-night "

She did fuil, as we have seen, and after awple time and oppor-

tunity for the production of phennmena had been allowed her.
- Omne cannot help sympothising with Mrs, Bdwards, seeing the
peiuful position in which she was placed ; and she must be congratu-
lated in having come forward fearlessly at the call of homor and of
eommon justice,
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CHAPTER VIL

Tug So-canuen “ Tuses” Coimcizey,  Looan Orixioxs DisoussgD,

A prominent memwber of the Mebourue Psychieal Research Socicty,
in summing wp the case, expressed hiwugell as [ollows st That Mra.
Mellon was guilty of fraed ou that oecagion T have now no doubt, and the
only guestion that crops up is, has she been defranding mud fooling the
public oll these years ¥  That is exactly the question the public is asking,
and the one thet I am now about to discuss,

L have fully and [aithfolly described the so-called “ tests ™ winch took
place early in the present yoar, and have also described two typical ortho-
dox séancea with Mrs. Melion, which were not “ tests.” I was present ab
all these ocourrences and on mumerous other occasions, of which I have
kept records, which want of space prevents my publishing here; and I
say, withont hesitation, that 1 bave seen absolutely nothing produced by
this mediwn which differed in any wmaterial respect from the se-ealled
phenomenn to which we were treated on the night of the exposure. 1
have algo had numerons private sittings with this medivm and Dr. M——
only, and without o cabivet.  Although there hins boon every reguisite con-
dition and every opportunity for the production of maderialisation o odher
?henumt!nn on these aceasions, nothing whatever lies occurred, after sitting
o many hours. The so-ealled - tests ” were wnworthy of the name. My
own ¢ontse  of observation resnlted oo long list of evidence showing
grave suspicion, borne out by the ohaervations of others. I am, thersfare,
forced to the conclugion that on every occasion on which I have been
present, all that I bave seen has been the result of common trickery.
I have seen absolutely nothing ooenr at any time through thiz medinm
that I conld not do mrselfl under the same conditions and with a fttle
practice,

With the exception of nwmerons Spiritualists (whose jndgment on
the matter may be gquestioned), the only individial who comes forwsrd to
uphold the abuormal charsster of auy of the ocourvences which T have
witnessed is & certaiu medical gentloman in Sydney, One poiut that he
layr great strors upon is, the assertion that he sounded * Gevrdie's " heart-
beats upon one oevasion, and s positive that “ Geordie’s™ chest was not
that of a wonwn, and that the formale memma wore absent,  Now, with all
duo deforouce to his professional states, his mwnsnspecting character renders
am easily duped, aud I may be pardoned if T vefuse 1 accept lis nnsup-
ported vvidence, knowing that he hes been equally positive over a former
matter in which he was proved to luve heen wiong, 1 observed the whole
proceedings carelully, and bLelieve that his opportanities for examining the
chest (throngh the clothing) were not such as to warrant so decided aa
opimion, amd iz attitnde on thiz as on other peeasions was that of s
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“reverent believer,” raflier than of a sceptical expert. And so, when he
says that he las v withessed the entranced =onsitive, Mes. Mellon, of
Sydney, considerably reduced in size from the material evolved iu the
materialising proeess,” and on other deeagions **seen, tonched, and spoken
o the medium and form together,” T wmust vogretfully admit that I helieve
that he has beex ousily daped, and has wlswed hiz sentimenta fo obscure
his jndgment.  ¥When he says that the “lonn " was ontside the enrtsins,
and showed him the entranced  sensitive veduced in size, a3 above, he was
trusbing to his cyesight ouly, awl that in almost davkness. He did not
tonch the sensitive ou this cecasion, vor otherwise assire himsell thot he
was really looling atb her, and nob merely ot her owder slothing propped ap
upon the chuir to vepresent herself,  Aud 2o also with vegard to tovching
the meldium aud form apon auvother oeeazion, He hwd nothing to prove
that the medinm’s right hand did nod cepresent hevaelf, while lier left hand
representod ** (ieordie’s™ hand, This T suspect to have been the case ou
the oconsion oFf Mrz, Besant attempting to shake hands with bofh Mrs.
Meilon ond “ Geordie™ at that memwrable séance, already deseribed,
when *(reondie” and the medmm were on view ontsile the curtains
together, with only one hand each, aud even then theze two handz not seen
simmitanconsly. I have seen this particular performance frequently. These
points may therefore be dismissed as unworthy to be considersd evidensce.
So mmeh for all the séances with this medinm that T hiave seen myself, and
upon which 1 give my opiulon withent hesitation.

Now, of the carlier séances in Anstralin which T @id not attend, T
have before me complete and anthentie records, with the exeoption of
pochaps two or throe; and T have alio interrogatad several reliable wit-
neases to these ovenrrences.  All this evidence, both docwmentary aud
from these witnesses, chonely proves that none of these earlier séances differed
m any rospect from those that T have witnessed miyself, md on this evidence
I believe the phenomens then ohserved, to have been produced in the 2ame
manner,

Now, oue or two of these =éances have been quoted in the newspapers
by Spiritualists as showing strong evidence in favour of their nzsumption,
of gemnineness—the moonhight sfance at Hunter's Hill notably. Several
witnezses have stated to me positively that this performance differed in no
way froin the others, and was open to the same grave snspicions. Again,
there is a letter from another Spirdnalist—Mr. A, R, Rose-Selev—pnrb-
lished in the Daily Felegreph, Oct. 22ud, 1804. In defence uf Mrs
Mellou ho desoribies a séanee which fook place nt bis cottage, Balwain,
Brduey, abnut the end of the year 1882, Without going ints the evidence
of other witiuesses to the ovcasion, his owo lebter, publishel as above, is
guite suffivient ovidenee lor my purpose,  There was no seavehing, lying,
or sealing of any sort ; and yet he tallks of this being “under test cond
ditions " nul “ fmpostare being impossille,” and fn the same breath goes
on to describe how the medlum was confined Irehind coppor wives stretched
across from wall to wall behind the curtaing, * the space botween the wire
lines being ouly large enongh to admit the pussage of an ang”  That is
quits sulfictent ; and out of iz own words he stands convieted of blind,
nureasoning credulity, It was juzt that “ paseage of the arm "—holding
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and dangling the mask and dmpery to represent ¥ Cissie "—which we mar
reasonably assume produced this, the only one, “manifestation ™ obtained
outside those wires, throughont that and several other sittings.

Many unsuspecting people lay mnch streas on the * dematerinlisging”™
or apperent molting away of the * forms ™ down to a little spot upon the
floor. Mrs. Desunt hevsell zeems to think that this one point proved the
gunuineness ol the ouly one sueh séance which she has seen. This iz a
simple artifioe, when waderstond, which T ehall explain farther on, and here
reenmanend fo the perusal of Mrs, Besant and others, the provesdings of
the Londo Society for Pavehical Resenech, 1886-87, vol. ir,, page 61, I
mysell and others (before 1 had gome so deeply info the evidenee) felt
rathor impressed by this poist, and I must give Mrs. Mellon the credit for
having worked i rery eleverly,

The fcllowing words of Mr. Perey Wakefleld, of Bondi, Syduer, a
reliable witness, are strong additional testimony, Speaking of Mrs.
Mellon's arrival in Anstraliz, he zays =% A week or two elapasd, and I
wast informed that Mres, Meflou was abont to hold a serica of sfanees st
the rooms of the Psyelological Researchh Society in Pitt Street. The
series was to consist of forr séances, and s charge of £2 was msde for
admission to the series. I attended the first series, and not being satisfied
with the result, paid another £2 i the hope of witnessing somcthing more
convineing darivg the pext series. I had seen nothing but whet conld
have been done with the aid ef a fow maske and o little dvapery, and juns-
much a3 the room was much dakened on all ocessions, aml we weare
expected to wateh the phenomena with clasped hande—being warned on
o aceoant o reak the cirelewel was by no mesns suee that masks and
drapovy were wot emploved.  Thofug the seeond gerips=—in one sengeeel
was uch botter satisfied—that i= to say, I way satisfied that the pheuo-
mena were the resnlt of no abormal [Hwer,

I shonld jrobubly have varried my mvestigations fnrther, however, had
not o * scene " oconrved at the concluding séanee, when Mr, W_ J. Allen,
who lind been present af them all. openly expressed the opinion thet he
had sven nothing tni what he conkd do himsell with the assistance of 2 Few
gtage properties.  Upon heartng this, Mrs. Mcllon, who nsally romeined
behind the cnriainz in an apparent slale of trance for some time
after the sdance was over, steppsd out into the room in =
periectly  normal  condition, observing that if Mr. Allen waz
gohug iutn the cabinet—ythich he certainly showed no inclivation
to  dow—she thonght that she bLad belter come out. Ho poor an
exense for a madden recovery from a state of trauee, which vsnally lagted a
eonsiderable tine, welphed with me & good deal § wnd, altogether with the
fact that from fivst to fast nething had transpived but whot was capalle of
& very gimple anid commonplacs explanation, llmi me ko make wp my wind
that the thing was vot wortly while tronbling sy moro abont.”

Mr. C. L. Wallis, who has attended nemtly every ene of Mrs.
Mellow's séances gince her wvival In Auvstralia, and Jeept  fully-written
records of each, also gives valuslle.evidence, These are some exiracts
from letters written by him to the Melbotrne Psychical Research Society :
-+ Nothing whatever in the shape of an gbwormsl or ocenft appearance
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was to be seen when I strock fhe light, and the * properties® found are a
full and perfect explanation of the way in which the manifestations were
produced, So far as 1 could diseern, this sdance was not different in any
fundamental respect from many others that 1 have witnessed with Mrs.
Mellon as medinm,” And, referrmg 10 the so-called *tests,” slready
deseribed in full, he says :~*1 was present ot all these sdunces, and say
most decidedly that ue ¢ tests * worthy of the name were applied, and thai
there were loopholes for frand o all dirveetions, . . CI].‘he forin eanpht
by My, Henvy was #rs. Mellon. Bhe did not fall off her chatr, bt was
on her knees when be eaught her,  The white covering of her
shouldera wus commonplace earthly muslin, and I stend aghast betore the
one hysterical gentlemmn who saw it f disappenr like steam,’ and before
Mrs. {Ielh'm‘s statement that it * faded and disselvel” Regarding the
attermated legs, I merely remark that at least two gentlemen in the room
had oeular demonstration to the comtrary.” Whriting of hia view of
“ Geordie " through the mirrer, he says :—“1 would not have missed
ench an opportupity for L£I00; i was the most satisfactory test I ever
haid—a test, not, however of the genuineness of the medium, but of her
frandulent practices. Had I not secn * Geordie” walk onf into the room
at other séances, I should have demommneed the thing then und there, I
know now that * Geordie’ has a duoal personality, and when he stands for
hia photo, is a *dummy: when he walks and t.n‘h:a, hiz existence and Mrs,
Mellon's are convertible ferme.  Mrs, Mellon's statoment that she has not
talen money s direcily wntrne. When she held her fivst public sdancs
here she charged 10a, por sitbing, and T paid £4 for eight sdances. My
partners, Mossre, Wincheombe med Carson, paid £2 each for four sfances ;
and T eould readily mention ten or twelve people whoe peid the same Fea,
She has reecived wwemerons and valuable presents, and altogether the
buesiness has paid very well.”

This is very clear evidence as to the ovigin of all the so-called phe-
nomena produced by this medinw since her anival i Australia, nemly
three years ago.
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CHAPTER VIII.

Mre, MrrLnox, s Forenost axo mose Reuamcanny MATERIALIEING
Meniom o e Worrtn., Hern Lire Beviewen, Herx owy
Srareunnts as o Barny HisTony o Hun MAPERIALIAING BIRITR
“Gronnie,” “ Oreein,” Bre., wire Ervpacts rroyx ACCouNTs oF
Beaxors IHoun sy TTee 1w BExerawn,

At the outset of this chapter, let me again repeat what I have already
said i my proface to thiz book, that it 15 only in the aspect of cvidenes on
a broad question of widespread interest, that I hercin review the life or
doings of any individusl, and I again sesare such persons that I have
absolutely no personal feeling on the matter, beyond 2 natural repugnance
to imfuﬁtum of any kind.

n an article devoted o “ Spiritualism and Spiritaalists,”™ in BMr.
Btead's pnblication, entitled «More Ghost Btovies,” 1802, the following
passages ocenr, doseribing Mr. Stead’s personal research and relating to
Mys, Mellon:~® Dring these investizations, I have made great efforts
to obtain the serviees of a trastworthy waterinlising mediute who has not
al any thme been detocted in Frand.  There are three or fowr materialising
medinms who give séances in London @ but, whether from mizfortune or
their own {aalt, their names lave alf been agsociated at one time or another
with the production of frandulent phenoraena. T wn spealiing of what has
been communieated to me by fervent spiritualists, whom I have consulted
in the hope that they might be ablc to furmnish me with the address of a
trustworthy materisliging medium,  The net vesult of my inguniries enme &0
this—that in the whole of the Tnited Kingdom, so far as was kuown to
the Spiritnalist commuunity, there was ouly one person of nmadoubied
materialising faculty and wmdonbied character, who ¢ould always secure the
presence of phenomena, and who had never been deteeted in u trick of any
kind, . . . 1 rofer to Mrs Mellon, Inte of Neweastle-on-Tyne.”

This is very negstive peaise. indeed, and we have already seen the
sequel to it in Australia ; lut the fact that spivitualists themasfves have
for some time past regarded ¥es. Mellon as the only frustworthy medinm
is, in itsell, significnnt and valuable testimony, It is in this Jight that I
give Mrs, Moellon her doly accredited place, as * the loremost and moat
remarkable medinm of the world,” and proceed to veview the history of her
early powers, with the object of cheiting the evidence such history may
throw npon the whole guestion of « Matevialization,”

L have by wme notes and vecords of sbont one hundred of Mrs,
Mellon's sdances, collected by me From varions authentic sources snd
spread over the Jast twenty years—a fair avorage, I consider, on whick to
base an opinion os to their goeneral chavaeter. These include full records
of the most important oceurrences held during that period, and reliehle
evidence as to the “ Tests " underzone before her appearance in  Anstralia.
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The Iollowing particulars as to her earliest developements as & mediom I
guote from an antogruph letter in my possession:— _

“My first materialisations took place in the city of Neweastle-on-
Tyne, England, in the year 1872, sud at first got only hands and Yaces,
and my Neweastle frisnds with me gave me wmch time sud putionce to the
developmwnt of this phase of medivmship, hoping that in time we would
ultimately succeed in getting the fnlly materialisod {orm.  We were not
disconragud by repeated bralures, bat persistiantly persovired i our sttempts,
wnlil suecess vare in the form of & lady, who wae recognised as the sister
of n gentleman present, and whose hrother, Mr. H, A, Kersey, ia the much
esteemed pregident of the Neweastle-ou-Tyne Spivitual Bvidence Soctety
nnd beloved condngtor of the Chiklren’s Progresaive Lycent—a gentlemnn
whose varthly life was saved by spirit friends after being given up by the
dovtors,  So mivaculons wea the enre, that he vowed from henceforth he
would devote the remaining years of hiz cardh life 1o promolguting the
glorions troth of spicit return.  XNeedless to soy e las kept hiz word, for
a more indefatigable worker in the cause could wol possibly be found,
Joscphine, at thiz time, commenced to materialise, and was very snccessful,
foll acconnts of which were pablished by the late Alderman T, T, Barkas,
F.G.8,, etc., in the Neweastle-on-Tyne Daily Chroniele and in other pro—
minent papers, and later weve re-published in the Northern Daily Leader,
medl wirifﬁl aceonnts cansed widespread interest, not ondy in England and
Beotland bt aleo in other parts of the world, hiinging scientific wmen from
Far and near to wituess and test the geouineness of this vemarkabls phe-
nomens, [ niay mentiou e nzapes of fwo well-known gentlemen, M.
Axakeflt mut Professor Buttoroll, who cume vome 8t Petersbarg, Russia,
to aftend séamecs.  After thin I was visiled by other well-known
ccientific gentlemen, among whome 1 may mention T, W, J1, Myers, Hsq,
and Prolessor Bidgwick, of Lowdon and Combridge, for whem I held
sgances, some of whicl wers held under sériet test conditions.  This visit
resulted in my signing an sgresment or twilve months to vizit London
and Cambridge four times during the year, for the purpose of giving test
Eéances. 2
“ Regarding test séances held m Liverpool aml ollier eities m
England, and v Glasgow and Edinbuegh, that were 50 very soccessfal,
although at the time of whieh I write I was not a Folly-dercloped medicm
—far %I'EIEII it, nevertheless, the manifestations ware ol such a starthingly
wonderfn] nature ag {0 puzele the minds of scientifie investigators. Many,
some wonld say, tempting offers of engagements were proposed for me &
visit Awmericn, Parig, The Hague, and other parde of the globe, bnt my
people objeeted fo my leaving Iongland,

o1 think i was in 1878 Lhat the spirit known ag ¢ Geordie’ came to
neir,  Elo owaz very powerfnl, and soon learned how best to utilise the
peyohic power or ferve, Twt was a long time o scquiving the nse of his
voril organyg, and, alter mauy attempts to speak, conld for some time only
articulate the words * Yes” and +No.! Bub now he can tutk guite theatly.
His tallkking entitely depesds on the stremgth of power of his disposal.
Sometimes he will put most of the power Into his veice, when we can ondy
gee his head and bust @ whereas. af another time, he will use the power for
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materialising Dis body, aud walk aboat the roown, and, should the power be
very sirong he will take a chair, zit down beside us eod join in owr
conversation,

“1 have the undoubted testimony of hundreds of people who have
seen, recoghised, and conversed with their spirit friends in iy prescunce.

“ With the exception of periodical visits to Seotland (where I have
many [viends), I was never ont of England until T came to sunny Ans-
tralin, nesrly three vears ago, wiwes I have held some remavkably suceess-
fol aéances, both in Sydney amd in Melbonrne.”

Noturallp—and for very good reasons—ithe groat majority of persons
who witnessed Mrs. Melon's exhibitions in Great Britain weve spiritunbists
—fuithtul, all-believing folowers—who required no tests, nocepting sh
they saw and heard, and agking for vaove. A great numiber of the records
before me of these early séances are writhen by such witnesses, and have
delighted the readers of spiritnaliztic journals from time to tite,

Now, even presumning these nmnérons apiritualistic witnesses to be
relisble {a question that [ do not herc raise), their evidence is merely
negative enidence, as I poinied ont hefore, and goes to prove nothing
either on¢ way or the other, This evidence may be therefors dismissed as
worthless. Buch séanees may be classed as spiritualistic worship in
distinction to research. The learned Russian professors and others
mentioned in Mrs, Mellon's foregoing neconnt, wore ne dould introdueed
to the marvels al these orthodox séances ; there i3 no revont of their
huving been allowed fo introduce any tests, nad no doubt they were placed
wuder sn agrecuent not to leave their seats to personally investigate,
When these gentlemen wished to lustitute experiments with thiz nredimm,
their tompting offers weve declimed on plansible exenses,  Again, 1 have
also the records of 8 number of psendo-tests, or what profess to have heen
“ corpletely convinting tests ™ carried ont by o faw spivitealists and othors
from time to time.  On eritical examination of this evidence, theae “tests™
troen out to be no tests at all, s eonditions being s0 b Lt frand was not
omly possible, bat proliable throwghout,

In this category appear accounts of snch séancos ss those leld at
Weir's Court n 1877, at which the wax moulds of “spirit” hands and
feet are reporied to have been obtained throngh the mediwmship of Mrs.
Mellon (then Miss Tairlamb) ; also the photographing of “ Geordie’s ™
head at Edinburgh, the resuitani porirait of which I have seon, and zive
my firm opinion, after long snd carcful examination of the same, that
“ Groordie’s ™ lead is none other than Mes, Mollow’s, with a false beard on
and dreaped ; and the pholographing of * Clasie ™ in 1800, already referred
to and explained. Al ihis iz worth wo more than the first eategory of
negutive ovidence, except, perhaps, 83 giving greater proof of the cleveiness
and capability of the medinne.  But, on the other hand, sl these
gpivitualistiv records bhave o distinet aud decisive value as evidence io
another wnil They show cleaaly and without doubt, that all these warky
stances of Mra. Mellon's, right vp to the time that she loft Iingland, were
of exactly tho same character as those we have been trested to in Ans—
trolia ; and that the “phenomena ” produced then (throughout those many
yeare), miay be justly ascribed to the same origin as what we have mosi
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recently seen. A3 evidence in this respect, these docwments are most
valuable, and no one ean read of the doings of « Geordie,” * Cissic,”
*“ Jogephine ™ or “ Minnie ™ for the Jast twenfy years without being steuck
by the overlasting repetitions—the same romarks uttered then ss now ;
the same little tactics to amuse and entertain the sitlers while the medinm
15 dressing sand prepuring in the cabinet ; the same want of originality or
change about the * spirits.”  “ Josephine " ssems to have taken the plaes
of “ Minnie "—wn  *spirit” who used to pevtorm in exactly the same mauner
bat under a different name.  And then wo see acoonnts of the * apirits ™ of
departed Iriends appearing very frequently at these sdances, as o particntar
honor to some one present who was more credulons than the rest. These
are the thonsamls who enn testify to laving seen thelr depacied friends
throngh Mrs. Mellon's powers. Muny of ns have seen exactly the same
thing here in Sydney, aod these thonsands of poor deluded tools are veady
{on the strengtﬂ of a completely disgnized form seen in semi-darkuness) to
publicly testify to their own follr. Tt is quite sufficieut to read these
records published from time to time in the Medim and Daybreak—ont
of their own mouths they hove convieted themselyes. Iere are a fow
extraots i—Medium ond Deybreak, May 27, 1892 (spenking of
“ Greordie ).~ A pair of scissors were handed to him by a geatleman,
with a request that he wonld ent off o smell portion of his beard and alow
him te keep it a8 a momento of this, to hiny, most marvellous event. He
brandished the seissors several times over his head, . . .  enfered the
eadinet for a moment, thon retmrned with the seissors and the coveted
portion of his beard.” T have Hafjeised the important point in this, which
requires oo further explanation.  Meddum and Daybreak, Oot. 25, 1891,
—* The dematurinlising of ¢ Clasic ™ outside the cabinet rarried the zreatest
convictlon to the eommpany present. . . . which brought the sitting
prachically to n close, to the satisfaction of all but one (v spiritualist), who
did not tale the slightest action 10 prove his wllegations.” 1 ean guite
understand this gentleman’s hesitation hefore attempting to prove his
allegations single-handed, having recently veceived some rough treabment
myseil at the bands of spiritnalists, as alveady recounted. AMedinum and
Daybreak, Oct. 3, 1890—(speaking of the photographing of “ Cissie).—
** Buot the important point is that no one lookad at the process, for to do so
in such a strong light interferes with «it. . . . The whole party
exercised the grestest selfdenial in net looking ; their one and only
thought was to eunable the spirit and mediom to be photographed.”
Exactly so, we bave seen the same actics over * Geordie,” only in that
case Wwe were not guite so self-denying, bub did Inok surreptitionsly, The
same writer continnes < Many years ago we were present af one of Mrs,
Mellon's séances at ‘Weir's Conrt, Newoastle, *Cissie’ was walling in
front of the cabinet, sueking sweets which somo sitter had given her. The
writer was ealled up fo fer, and was offered & kiss,  As she was only of
the atature of a little child, he had 4o stoop down on one knee to do so,
and nuturally pat out his hand 4o pluce it against the child’s back. Tiis
ahe st onee observed, and by = quiek motion of her hand preventedit. The
mouth wus q}:‘aitu normal, as the kise proved ; the lips were moist and
sticky from the swects she was sucking.” Mrs. Mellon lad a narrow
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cscape from being canghbt that time. It was the perusal of this passare 5
few months ago, that helped to confirm me in my owan opinions as io
*Clssic’s” origin and construetion. 1 eonkd quote many such extracls had
1 the space at my disposal, bat these wre quite suficiont evidence.

1 come now te, by fav, the meost intevesting part of the svidence,
and, with the exception of ths last two months, perhaps the meost
important period in this mediom’s whole professional coreer, Mes.
Mellon has continually referred all inquirers heve to tests which she
professes t0 have sueccessfully vandergone in BEngland, snd natably
before the Boclety for Faychieal Resenrch of Lendon, and has made
these the excuse, 11 wany eases, For declining to undergo further tests
in Aystralin. 8She has made wmuch cupital sut of the names of My
Myers, Professor Sidgwicle, of London and Cmuhridger und other
members of the above society, whow sle professes to have satistiad as
to her alleged medinmship. A friend of wine wus most incaationsly led
into furthering this belief, by his statements in an article in the first
number of the Cosntos magazine, Alr. Myers has been communicated
with in reference to these much-talked-of tests, and & reply received
to the eflect that the London Sociely was not satisfed, } have also
before me the Proceedings of the Society for Psychical Research,
London, vol. 4, I886-87, and I find there a record of these tests
written by Mrs. Henvy Sidgwick, which clearly expresses the opinions
of the society and of these mombers named above, Unfortunatsly,
this volume oaly veached my hauds sinee the exposure, and Mrs.
Mellon, in answer to repeated euquiries of mine, professed herself
ignorant of ity publication, and, unlike othor less important events,
profossed to have kept wo records of these tests—perhaps, for very
coorl reasons, as we shall see,

Here sre eome exiracts from this voluwe reforring to a long series
of tests with Mrs, Mellon {then Miss Fairlunh), and slvo to Miss
Kale Wood, whodeveloped with her.  Page d9 to 4, vol, IV, says :—
“ Mr. Sidgwick, Mr. Myers, and Mr. Gurney had a series of sésnces
for weaterialisation with Miss Wood and Miss Fairlamb in Jannary,

February, and March, 1875, at Neweastle. . . . Wedid not con-
sider that decisive evidence liad yet besn obtained. The séances were
now adjourned to the house where I'lived. . . . Having arranged

our tests ps described, we began a series of four séances. At the first
n visgue white figure, which might bave been a doll, or perhaps mere
drapery, appesared nb the doorway, but did not cowe out. The second
was a complete failure. At the third u small vague fignre apain
appeaved, und vaps were made in places beyond the reach, we thought,
of the hands or feet of the wedium ; but, of course, she might have
brought something with hee o wake these with, We were getting
depressed, ocspecially, ag on this last occasion, the disentrancement

took a very long time, . . . . Bo ended this series; nnd at the
next, which was held at the same place in the following July, and
lasted three weeks, a different test was used. . , . . The séances

were noarly unsuccessful until the last. Om the Friday and Saturday
preceding, the sitters had Loen brought up one by one to what pur-
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ported to be materislised forms, but the face wns nob in & plaee in
which it would have been impossible for the medium’s face to be, uad
on the Friday it appeared to some members of the circle that the face
was not satisfactorily connected with the drapery that purpoeted to
comeen] the body,  On Saturday, the 24th, at the Jast of the sevies of
twelve sdances, Miss Fairlamb was placed in the hammock, sand Mr.
Sidgwick observed the indicator of the balance. . . , . Thena
form enme oub and kissed me through the white veil in which it was
wrapped. . . ., Afterwaeds Miss Wood was called up to the
fort, whieh looked smal], and didd not move very easily; it wight have
been a womsn on ber koeex. | . . | Afger the sdance I asked
loave to search Miss Fairlamb, This she sharply and decidediy de-
clingd, She was veminded that she hoad agreed to be searched, but
she said that wae before, not after, the séances, This refusal produced
an unfavorable iwpression on us, and left the evidence st best incon-
¢lusive. . . . . Another series of séances wus held with them
throngh a period of three weels, in Aupust and September, 1875, at
Cambridge. The resuits were again inconclusive, and in some respects
suspicious ; for the form eame out of the cabinet three times, and it
wag found Dy trial afterwards that the medinm could each time have
come just so far withont breaking lonse from the fastenings, This
coingidence was sugrestive.

“Juonary, 1877, we tried a final series of séances for materiakisa-
tion ot Neweastle. Miss Wood and Miss Fuirlamb had by this time
quatralled, and used to sib separately. ‘We fivst used, as s means of
secuving Miss Woaod, o long bag of machine-made white net, which
she got into, head and all.  The bag was =0 long that the end could be
brought ouleide the cabinet, where 1t was drawn together with tape,
and the ends of the tape nailed and sealed to the wall elose Lo the
mooath of the bag, We held four séances in this way with no reselt,
and then the “spirits,” throngh Miss Wood, told ue to give up that
tesi. Then we substituted o graduated tape, tied round the neck, and
another round the aukle. The tape was sealed below the knot on to 2
piece of puper, and the senls traced round with pencil, and later with
sympathetic ink, which we thought would betray the fact if heat were
applied to the seals. The ends of the tapes wore brought out of the
eabinet, vailed through large sheets of white paper to the floor, and
senfed over the nails,. The light allowed at these sdances was
exceedingly poor. A small white figure came to the entrance of the
ealinet——a brikish but ireeguiarly-shaped object, which on one oceasion
danced up and down, and whiclh I vopember thinking at the {ime
might be the pillow provided for Miss Wood's hend,  This ocesrred
it three successive adances. At the fourth we were told by
raps  that the medium was chokipg. I went to examine, and
found that the knot bad been moved an inch or more away from
the seal, sud closo vp to the neck, so that the tape appeared too tight.
The “spivik,” speaking through Miss Wood, claimed to Lavedone this
in pluying with it. After vainly attempting to loosen the knot, which
I could not do in the bad light, T cut the tape and removed it, leaving
the ankle tape as the only security.  "We beard & good deal of rusthing
of the paper to which thiz was sealed, move than at any previous séance.
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After u cunsiderable time, and much singing and talking, a tirpre—
apparently that of a full-grown woman—draped in white. came out.
The light wus too low to distinguish anything but the general outline
of the fignre. I thinkthe face was veiﬂd, and when she touwched my
hand 1 could feel something like =oft muslin betwesn her hand and
mine. The figure (twice at least} came out too far from the point
where the tape was attached to the foor for it to be possible that it
could be Miss Wood, with her ankle etill bound., When the figure hod
nully retreated, we were kept a long time waiting and singing before
the sdance was declared at an end. We then examined the fastening,
and found the attachment to the floor intmet, but the swal near the
knot torn from the paper and split, one half vemaining attached to
each tape. A shight strain requiced 1o bring the two halves of the
sesl together showed that Lhe kpot was not exwctly asit had been, and
judging by koots made on other wights, which I had kept, it was muck
tighter than I had made it, Also the part of the tape round the ankle
was creased, strained, amnd dirty all over, as if it had been much
handled and pulled, We felt suve that either it had been forced over
the heel, or that a loop Jarze enouzh to pass over the foot had been
obtained l.‘r}" moving the knot to & piace below (he seal an operation
which the splitting of the seal vendered just possible. At any rate,
the indications of deception were palpable and safficient, and we were
nwot surprised Lo hear s few months luter that o more ngoressive
investigator had violated the rules of the séance, and enptuved Miss
Wood personabing the “spirit.,”  Home persons may, perhaps, wonder
why we had not adopted such swmmary mothods of investigation onr-
selves, but there was ap imphed undevstunding with Lhe medivm that
we should not do so, which we should wob have felt justified in

- breaking, For my own part, though I have no wish myself to adopb
ench methods of investigation, I think that both E}Jh'itualists and -
Bpiritualists ought to recognize that * exposers” have thrown valuable
light on the subject.

“ While these final séances were going on with Miss Weod, we were
also bolding séances with Miss Faivlamb nnder different conditions, but
with the same genernl resulg, namely, that all that occurved wae within
the powse of the wmedium. We weve also then concluding a series of
collateval investigations with sowe other Neweaslle medivms—the
Fetty family, who exhibited somcwhut similar manifestations. ‘FThis
investication had been carried on as long as those with Miss Weod and
Miss Faivlamb, and with egually unsatisfactory resnlls. I have new
to observe that several other unsuccessful and upsatisfactory series of
séunces contributed to the thorowyhly wnfaworable ivpression left by
thal Jast set at Newenstie,”

This evidence iz clear and crophatic, and leaves no doubt as to
tha thoroughly wunfavorabls impression produend, Far frem being
evidence in faver of the allexed phesomnenn produeced by Mrs, Mellon,
it is evidence io snpport of very grave suspicions; and, after review-
ing all this, and alse the spiritualistic evidence which has gone before,
L have no hesitation in saying that I believe the so-villed phenpmena
produced by this medium throughiout her professional career, tc have
been all due to the same origin as what we have seen in Sydrey.
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CHAPTER IX,

Tune Broip Quesrion oF TuE Socibien SPIRITUALIETIC PHEXOMERA
or Seierr MaveniarisaTion Cosziperen. Tye EvIDEXCE ON
WHITH TT S PANDS,

In eonsideving the broad guestion of the alleged phenomena of ma-
terinlisation, I huve first reviewed the evidence of wy own personal
res¢arch.  This evidence is all the more valuable in its relation to the
whole question, from the fact that T have had the good fortune to have
baon wble to cxperiment with the * foremwost and most remarkable ”
melinm of the present day—zthe “only one person who eould almost
nlways socurs the presence of phenowens, and who had never heen
detected in u trick of any kind," up to within # foew months age. A
review of this medium’s career has left us with 4 lob of worthless
negalive ovidence from professed Spiritualists, which is no evidenece at
all ; besides which it has furnished ws with a large amount of the
most valuable positive evidence against the probability, not to say
puseibiity, of the existence of any such phenomena. Let us now see
what cvilence the lives of other “materialising ” medivms addues.

(f the only other materialising medivm with whose exhibitions
T am personally acquainted, some interesting evidence ia also to hand.
I vefer to Flacket, o séance with whom I deseribed in my firss
chapter, Nows of hix alleged complete exposure in New Zealand
arrived o few months ogo, and has since been confiemed by the con.
fession of one who was his wnwilling acgumplice,

We have olso seen o record of the doings of Miss Wood, the
corapanion of Mis, Metlon, and of her final exposure, as recorded and
published by the Society for Psyehical Research, of London, which I
have already quoted.  Mvery other materialising medium has likewise
been detected in brickery st one Hme or ancther, as we have seen re-
corded and acknowledged by Bpiritwalists themselves, in Mr. Stead’s
journal. I could go on and give particular cases without number, but,
in the face of the above evidence, it is unnecessary, and the con-
fossions of the Fox sisters, of Bva Fay, Bullock, and others, are wel-
known and noturions facts

On the other hund, let u8 now consider whether there is any
existing relinble evidence in favor of the phenomena of materialisation
at all. The statements of soms thousands of eredulous Spiritualists
may be ab onee dismissed w5 worthless, and the only evidence admis
gibile is that of scientists or experist whe have practically experimented
on the matter. Towhat, then, Is this aflayped mass of evidence in
support of the phenomena reduced? To the statements of two or.
thrae men sueh as My, Barkas, of Neweastle, Mr, Fpes Surgent, of
Bostan, U8B A, and Professer William Crookes, of London, men of
othevwise high seientilic repute, who profess to have so experimented,
aned whese nilliant atlsinmenis in other directions huve received doe
recognition. Whether their scieniific attainments huve lwen of any
serviee to themsclves in this field of research, and whether their cxpe-
riments with these alleged phenomena bave been as careful and prac-
tical as the case required, I8 2 matter open to very grave question. 1
am nob alono in the opinion that the brilliant scientist mokes the
worst inveéstigator, and for many reasons is often more easily hood-
winked than men of lesser genins. His mothods are stereotyped ; he
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works, as a rule, secleded in a laboratory, or abstracted in o world of
his own, his duties necessarily vemoving him from the every-day world
of human naturve, which is in itzelf the best school of wisdom. And
it i5 this parlicular knowledge of homan nature which best fits an
individusl for researeh into this realm of miystery, and without s
Jarge amount of which the seientist, with all bis apporotus, self-
registoring indices, scales, and measurements, will fail mors com-
plotely than others. T experimenting on this subjeet with such per.
song a8 are termed wmedinms, forces (by this T mean the human foroes
of cunping and trickery) come Into play, with which the zclentifie
cpniug ia least of all acquainted.

This calcalation does not enter into his abstruse problems; he
somrs above such trivialities. And yot it i jusy this caleulation, in
dealing espeeially with alloged materialisations, which is all inportant ;
and it is for this very reason vhat I casnob aceept the evidence of these
three individuals upon shis particular matter, when I would not
resitate to aceept it upon ordinary scientific matters. Such bhas been
the attitude of the scientific world and of public opinion with
to these individuals ; although Spiritualism holds wp tho opinjons of
these men in the face of modern sciemee, and fucls quite satisfied. T
sm not, kowever, dealing with public epinion, butsifting bmpariially
il the evidence before me; and I ﬁmlp absulutely no single case of
relinble evidence in favor of the alleged phenomena.  With regard to
fhe two first-nomed investigators, althongh theic testimony is muel
quoted by Spirttualists, T do nob know of any scientific publicagion of
theiv experiments,  Mr. Crookes has, however, published o sclentifie
trentise upon his experiments with many of tho alleged phenvmena of
fpiritualism ; and it is most noticeable that, although he devotes much
apace Lo clalining the attention of the scieatific world to the Jesser
alleged phenomens secuering through Home, he saye but litthe of his
experiments with * materialisation.” In bis writings he by no means
clanus the attention for this that he does for the physical phenomens,
which he groups under the heading of Psychic Foree ; neither does
he advance his opinions on “ materialisation ¥ as either conclusive to
himeelf or to the world. This reticonce is most marked, and is is a
pity that Spiritualism is net egually wodest in making wse of the
little that he does say  Apartfrom all that, these experiments which
he quotes were nearly all carvied owt by bimself alopne with she
madivo, and therefore lack the weight of corvoborated testimony,
Not that I hesitote to accept the truth of Mr. Cronkes' statements,
but it s wasier for one witness to be duped than for severnl  The
cueslion of the lesser physical phenomena is outside the scope of these
pages.  Now, in all this mass of so-called ovidence in favor of
“mulevialisalion,” there s ot a partele of reliable evidence in its
support, It is only logical, on the uther haud, to conclnde, therefors,
that the positive evidence of imnumerable exposores is a full and
complete explination of all the alleged * phenomena™ of ‘“spirit
materialisation.”

Until soine bettar evidence &= forthcoming, we must be excused
for refusing to believe in what, to say the least of it, is most highly
improbable.
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PART Ii.
CHAPTER X.

SoME PospiBLE EXPLANATIONS POR THE BSO-OALLED PHENOMENA oF
Seicer Marprianisamion  FLLUSTRATED, ART AND SCIHRCE
Commiven, A Wannixe 1o vue CrEDULOUS,

---------
=

}[‘HAEMUUH ns the preceding chapters are an exoect and teuthful

) record of oeaarrences, let me state ab the outset, that this chapter
is equally based upon actual olservation,  Nothing that I s about in
say 15 intended ss o burlesque upon what has zone Lefore, but is
wiitten as a serivns and tmely warning to wany oredulous persons
who may be on the verpe of this slough of deception and falsehood—
trewbling in the balance Letween reason and the blindest of faith,
and may help such as these to scc wore clearly the dangers before
them. That there are not wanting thousands of fools, who, in spite of
repested exposure and of warning, continve to bow before the wiles of
conning imposters, o worship and reverence the very rogues who iriek
and befool thew, js : disgrace to the boasted intelligence of this
nineteenth century. For sueh as these theve is but little hope; the
“eontagious mental disease™ has reached its incuvable stage.  And
there i3 yet unother large class of yersons whe, from sheer self-concets,
and a belief in the infallibility of their own judgment, ean not bring
themselves to neknovwledys o mistake.  Such persons lock the honesty
nad courage Lo acknowledge that they could possibly have heen duped,
and, though knowing it in their own hearts, prefer wo plunye still further
into this slough of deception, hoping vanly to sheiter themselves.
For such characters as thess ene can only feel the supremest contompt,
But to those persons, predisposed to dabble in oceult mvsieries, of
emotional and credulous temperament, who hanker after super-
natoralism with ail its forbodings, with unwholesome Jougings to
penetrate the veil that hides the fufure, but who ave yet apon the
brink, o those I say panse wkhile yon have thing and learn something
of the wiles of the wizzrds whom youn would consnlt. Dear in mind
that the history of modern Spiritualizin, so far from showing the class
of persons who call themselves medinms to be the Ellu'{a-mindud apostlrs
of » canse, the hobest interpreters of the faith which they profess, has
proved them, without exeeption, to be unserupnlous persons, many of
themn oxpert conpirors, well versed in LY Rry trick and wile by which
they onn entrap the unwary,  They deal in surprises, and alistract the
attention of their andience to minor poiuts, while the niost important
thougl apparently west teivial point in the performance is entively
snnobiced, T do net wizh to infer from this that * Materialisation ”
requires any pacticular cleverness or knowledge of conjuring; it is
more o loss o confidence trick, and depends principully upon the
audacity of the medinum in the use of a few necessary properties.
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I bave soen three “spirit” forms appear at the eurtain together.
This impresses one at &rst az very wonderful ; for in the darkness and
glamour of the swrrounding conditions, one is apt to forget that the
roedinm bas two hands, which eaeh support a lay figure or strips of
diapery, while the mediom’s swn draped personality does duly for
the third.

Any one reading the foreroing pccounts of sdances, will observe
that the greatest interval of waiting and einging 18 slways before the
maost elabarate form appears, and thal wany ruses to gain oppertunity
for carefully paclking ap the properties afber o sdance, nre also resorted
to, the medivm often declaring that & form is in the cabinet materi-
wlising, but has not the power to come out.  With regavd to prodacing
a gpivit form over six feet Ingl, nothing is cagier. The mediom Lholds
a mask on the end of a telescopic rod, or aven with ona hand above her
head, while flowiag drapery conceals the mediam’s own head and body,
I have invariably noticed that these tall forms are not materialised
according L0 natural proportions, and dislike the light. It is also
most remarkable that whea any of the * spirits” come out from the
“eabinet” and write on paper provided for that purpose, that the’
handwriting 15 unmistakably that of the medium, I will here refer
my renders to the facsimile drawing of © Cissie’s” hand on page 19, Let
any woman plice her hand opon o sheet of paper, keeping the fingers
Elighﬂ}? bent, and trace rewnd the fingees voughly with a long pencil,
fimishing at the top of the thumb and base of the little finger.

With referere to the materializntion cubside the cabinet, deseribed
on page 18 ; this could easily be aceomplished by a telescopic rod or
erossjointed XXXXX collapsable implemont of lght dull japanned
steel, such ag i veed in drapers’ shops for veaching articles in the
windows,  An implement of this doscription, which can be made to
extend for five or six feet, when closed, fits into a very small space and
could be ensily scereted about s woman's elothing. [t would aleo be
invisible in the semi-darkpess

For a complete explanation of the * materinlising and demateri-
alising " in view of Ehe spectators, on which somuch stress has beenlaid
by Mrs. Besant and others, I can not do better than refer azain to the
following words of Mves. Henry Sidgwick, taken from the volume
which I have already quoted. Describing a series of séances with =
wedivin named Haxby, one of whose mwaterialising © spirits ? was
named ¢ Abdullah,” she writes as follows 1 —

“ Abdullah dematerialised and materinlised in the eircle, that is,
he appested to most of the circde to diminish in size, and finally
vanish in frant of the opening of the cwrbtaineg of the cabinet, and
alao bo appear in the same place and geadunlly grow up to his fall size.
Thig happened move than ance.  From my position being nearer than
anyoune else’s, and from wy sscing Abdullali more in profile whils
growing and diminishing, T was alle to see the whole process dis
tinetly. Ile went down on his knees—rather hastily (otbers observing
thix, too)—and then gradually bent down and ferwards, moving bis hody
back into the cabinet as he did so, and keeping the curtains closed
above him. Finaliy be went flat down on the ground, leaving ouly
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his head exposed, and then drew it in. I was able to see that he was
lying down inside the cabinet, as the curtaing do not guite reach the
floor, and I saw the Jong line of white drapery all the way from the
opening of the curtains towards the wall. The growing was done in
exactly the same manner, a small bit of white being shoved ocut first,
wnd then e head, e, . . ., Befors this séance all the members
of the vivele, Ineluding an enthusiastic Spiritualist, whora I will call
Myp. X., bad been told what to expeet. My, Sidgwick was present,
and he appends this noke to my sister’s account :

I owas seated a4l the furthest point in the itele ; at the same
time in witnessing Abdnllah’s disappearance [ wag unable even to
Imaging ik anything else than the medium withdrawing geadually into
tHw cabinet, having first falien on his knees, and then gradually
lowored his lwad. But Mr. X, who sat noarly as far off as, but
eerladnly not favther than, T did; remarked, when the pecforwance was
over, that ‘ell our doubts must now be removed, and afterwards to
Me, H., on going away, that cor materialisations were beiter than
theirs in Paris.”

Experiences like this make one feel how misleading the accounts
uf some completely honest withesses may be. For the malerialisations
in Paris were those which the Comte de Bullet had with Firman,
where near relatives of the eount were believed constantly to appear,
and wlich are among the most wonderful vecorded in Spiritualistic
literature. And after all it sppesrs that these marvellovs séances
wers no better than this misernble perzonation by Haxby,

Wax monlds of **spirit ” feet and hauds have been refervad Lo.
I bave no.doubt that these, when produced unbroken, had heen
previously manuinctured amd “planted” in the *cabinet.”™ The
ocoasion when * Geordie ™ handed round the fragments of a brokea
mould which hud been obtained in view of the spectators, does not
sound nt nll wonderful when we realize that the mould of her own foot
wns probably wade by the medivm.

e accompanyiug illustration, showing how both adult and child
forms may be manufactured by anybody, explains itself, When the
“ spirit " perambulates the room, the mask, beard, drapery, or other
distinetive disgaise by which the particalar * spirit ” is to be recognised
by its friends, are worn by fhe medium,

In concluding tliese pages, let me stato that, although I belisve that
there muy be little-known natural phenomena worthy of scientifie in-
vestigation, it is not throngh the ehannel of the professional mediam
thut they will be found, if found st all.  Table séances amnong private
persons, while apparently an innocent amwusement, invarinbly lexd to
pernicious conspquences, The whole matter is too franght with mental
dunger to the wnwary, o be tonched upon by any but the most
sceptical and hard-leaded investigators.  For this and otber reasons
I think that every investigation committee should include one or mere
professional conjurors, and without doubt a key would then be
obtained to mnuch that passes for almeriuel phenowmena.

The unrestricted dabihling of credulous and emeotional people in
greh matters is both wtterly demoralising to theselves and hortful to

nmuaity ab large,
{ Tus Ewnp. ]
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