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BETWEEN TWO FORCES. 11

Cecelia will not be classified. This lack of
conformity to family custom on the part of
Cecelia is not exactly owing to voluntary
obstinacy. There is a vigorous inclination
on her part towards the adoption of some
regular pursuit. But as each work begun
proves itself in time inadaptable to her,
there is a gradual relinquishment of it which
becomes final. So while one Honerick is a
wood-carver, another a type-setter, another
a carpenter, another aschool-teacher, etc., we
find Cecelia at the age of twenty-three un-
classified. Now, odd as it may seem, Cecelia
has the most ability of all, speaking from a
psychologic or intellectual point of view.
But pefhaps it is this very mind-ability,
with its diffusing tendency, which makes it

hard for her to confine herself to some one

mechanical avocation.

She has, through her father’s supervision
and the public schools, received an excellent
education. Besides being well-versed in the
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English branches, she speaks and reads the
German language fluently and correctly.
She also plays and sings well. In disposition
Cecelia tends towards the abstract, reflective
and speculatory, and against the practical
and executive.

In appearance she is tall, and would be
large but that the nervous intenseness of
her nature has made her thin ; her face, an
ivory white, is set off by dark hair, large,
deep, gray eyes, long dark lashes and dark
brows ; jaw a trifle heavy, chin square, with
a dimple ; white, perfect teeth, and mouth
red and interesting. Her expression is
peculiar and puzzling ; sometimes it is one
of pride, then again of cynicism, and still
again of melancholy. The gray eyes have a
slight upward cast, showing a little white
beneath the dark, this makes her look
melancholy ; her eyelids droop heavy and
white, especially at the corners, this gives
her an appearance of indifference and

— s UNIVERS _ OF | OIS A
» GO SIE URBANA-CHAMPAIGH



BETWEEN TWO FORCES. 13

hauteur, and, also, modesty ; her upper lip
is short and slightly curled, this makes her
look worldly and cynical. Perhaps it is the
result of the unclassified, unlabeled condi-
tion before referred to, or perhapsit is owing
to the natural unrest of her disposition :
however it is, Cecelia is discontented, in a
state of gloomy indifference of feeling, reck-
less uncertainty of action and vacillating
incredulity of belief. She argues with her
friends and quarrels with herself. She
questions the correctness of certain prin-
ciples of conventionality, and discredits the
existence of certain departments of senti-
ment. But this life of enervating skepti-
cism, of purposeless drifting, is displeasing
to her. So, while one moment she is coldly
questioning the possibility of a life of positive-
ness and active principle ; in the next, she is
trying to collect and concentrate the scat-
tering forces of her nature. But at last a
change has come, All that uncertainty
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tionality, but also embryo geniuses. The
latest conceit was to resurrect her study of
" the German authors. But to effect this—
so long had been her imposed vacation, she
required a linguistic assistant.

Among the other young men who on occa-
sions frequented her socials of somewhat sub-
dued gayety, small dinner-parties, etc., was a
young German who interested her exceed-
ingly. Not only because he came from a
part of Germany in which she had sojourned
and so could talk on subjects of kindred in-
terest, but because his strong, impassioned
character gave her an interesting object-
lesson in the study of human biography.
He was a mechanic, and plied his trade
arduously and faithfully. But he also had
another occupation. In his contributions to
the socialistic paper which Mrs. Rencliffe
took, he gave expression to sentiments of
so bold, forcible, and defiant a character as to
evidence the feverish seething of the emo-



Original from

aieany G UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
D d b
e 0081‘5 URBANA-CHAMPAIGN



Original from

aieany G UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
D d b
e 0081‘5 URBANA-CHAMPAIGN



Original from

aieany G UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
D d b
e 0081‘5 URBANA-CHAMPAIGN



24 BETWEEN TWO FORCES.

there was to Cecelia an especial one of a
magnetic or mesmeric power that not only
sent the blood to her heart but to her
head, giving her a strange, bewildering
sensation. The spontaneous thought that
before her was a man who impersonated
a power that could control her actions and
direct her thoughts against, or independent
of, her resistance, passed through her mind.
He introduced himself to her, and, as they
walked through the crowded depot explained
that he had been sent to welcome and
conduct her to the house of the family who
had engaged her services. He gave orders
about her baggage, and was about to call a
carriage when Cecelia suggested walking
that they'‘‘ might improve their cousinly ac-
quaintance,” as she laughingly said. The
distance was too great for her to walk, he
thought ; but, as he was as eager to promote
the acquaintance as she was, he proposed a
stroll through the city before they took the
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carriage. Cecelia acquiescing in this, they
started out, his arm beneath hers giving her
a firm, nervous support. That feature of
Gerhardt Leitz's appearance that would first
strike the observer would be his excellent
physique. His vigorous, sinewy frame, his
upright, military carriage, suggestive of the
soldier’s training, his fair face, handsome and
expressive, his emphatic, rapid talk were all
indices to strong, nervous temperament with
great vital pressure. Although Cecelia had
at first answered him in English, he con-
tinued to address her in German, and partly
through politeness, but more submissiveness
to this subtile feeling of power which she had
at the first, with strange prescience, divined
he would wield over her, she yielded her
choice of language to his. With good reason
did Gerhardt incline to this choice, for while
in English his talk was correct enough, and
forcible too perhaps, in his native tongue it
was ready, smooth, eloquent and strong.
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There were two expressions which these
eyes habitually assumed. One was a very
fixed and penetrating gaze, as though he were
concentrating his perceptive faculty with in-
tense will-power. The other was, too, a still
never-shifting gaze, but not one of conscious

- perception—as though the visionary rays con-
tinued straight on, unintercepted by the
material media through which they passed.
His complexion was clear and diffused with a
faint roseate hue, as if reflecting the radiance
of some unseen halo. The effect was sim-
ilar to that which would be produced by a
light partly penetrating some semi-transpar-
ent porcelain or alabaster. He was very
young-looking. To Cecelia’s first observa-
tion he did not seem more than eighteen or
nineteen. His figure—a little below the
medium height—favored this impression.
Altogether, the combined features of his
physical being seemed to present the perfect-
ed type of a highly-developed, idealistic race

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
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BETWEEN TWO FORCES. 49

rather than a sample of the reigning one
. . . . Sometimes the very reclusiveness with
which persons or groups separate themselves
from the general assembly seems to serve as
an attracting agency to draw the interest of
the excluded ones. At least so it seemed in
this instance. Mrs. Rencliffe and Gerhardt
Leitz had partly withdrawn themselves from
the rest to enjoy the side pleasure of discus-
sion. But their retirement was soon dis-
covered, and a little circle of interested ones
politely intruded themselves to witness the
combative zeal with which the discussion was
being carried on. This zeal was, to be sure,
somewhat one-sided, but this seemed to an-
swer the satisfaction of the conservative side
quite as well as if it had been equal.

Mrs. Rencliffe was saying, ¥ Idon’t exactly
understand his claims and desires. I know
the working-man assumes the general posi-
tion of a much imposed-on being—panting for

retalia.tion, et cetera. But—he is his own

MPAIGN
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172 BETWEEN TWO FORCES.

cerned except herself. Also that by her
own premised admission it was built upon
the assumption of the supremacy of the
present. The consideration of a future was
not admitted into its constituency, except
so far as her own promise was concerned.

With these two considerations in mind
the question arose within her—did her obli-
gation of the treaty, which implied com-
plete, entire allegiance to Younod's cause,
imply equally complete, entire alienation
from Gerhardt’s? In other words, did the

future adoption of Younod’s creed signify -

a renunciation of the possibilities of lov-
ing Gerhardt and being loved by him?
When she had spoken to Gerhardt that
night about ‘¢ separation,” etc., she had
thought it did ; but after-reflection had
pointed out these two mentioned con-
siderations with their consequently involved
indecisiveness.

In Gerhardt’s parting words, too, she
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176 BETWEEN TWO FORCES.

ance to mother. We will then begin—if
you still remain constant to your avowed
purposes concerning this philosophy—the
course of study which is the preliminary
of its adoption. During .the years involved
in this preparation, and in the time suc-
ceeding it, I will make provisions of a
monetary nature necessary for the unin-
térrupted pursuit and attainment of the
creed. If at first thought your pride is
not satisfied with this latter arrange-
ment, your perusal later of this,” signi-
fying the manuscript, ‘“will demonstrate
to you the side significance of worldly
considerations of this kind.”

As usual, the mysterious import of
Younod’s presence -affected Cecelia, and it
was with almost reverential deference, and
somewhat of awe, that she received from
him this important manuscript. Already in

its prospective perusal she was beginning

to feel her being vibrate in harmonical
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178 BETWEEN TWO FORCES.

not born equal. Ido not refer to the social
or civil or even hereditary caste-endowments
or distinctions. It is the aristocracy of em-
pyreal genius I believe in. This inequality
is referable to innate superiority rather than
the advantages of acquirement.‘ The differ-
ent ranks of man are according to the de-
gree of psychical development. But devel-
opment has limitations and laws. The dog
has undoubtedly made much progress from
its primitive state of the wolf to its present
condition, but it is, nevertheless, still, and
ever will be, a dog. So with these different
grades of mankind. I say the hod-carrier is
not necessarily and irrevocably a hod-carrier,
but the dunce—the genuine dunce—is im-
mutably ever a dunce, because the nature of
this ranking is not in avocation or pursuit,
which is external and apart, but in capability,
which is inner and elementary. Of course
education means much and is mighty, but
after all it is only development, not acquisi-

ok ONIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS A
» GO SIE URBANA-CHAMPAIGH



BETWEEN TWO FORCES. 179

tion ; and so, what is not there in germ can-
not be pro&uced by ‘artificial cultivation.’
So, to return to the statement, there is an
innate aristocracy of genius or ability. To
none outside this narrow and select circle of
aristocracy or of ‘election,’ so to speak,is per-
missible or possible the revelation of this
abstruse arcane—this majestic and marvel-
ous yet hermetic mysticism. In estimating
your character I adjudged that it could be
classified among this grade of mankind.
Now, perhaps, you want to know why I so
judged. You are by nature incredulous and
skeptical where the spurious and the super-
ficial and the petty are concerned. But you
are also by nature strong and tenacious
where the real, the sourceful and the potent
are concerned. While on the surface of
your character there is a layer of coldness
and indifference and skepticism, which serves
to protect you from the gnawings and peck-
ings of the trifling and the insignificant,

» Google UNVERSITY OF ILUNOS &



Original from

aieany G UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
D d b
e 0081‘5 URBANA-CHAMPAIGN



Original from

aieany G UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
D d b
e 0081‘5 URBANA-CHAMPAIGN



Original from

aieany G UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
D d b
e 0081‘5 URBANA-CHAMPAIGN



BETWEEN TWO FORCES. 183

tainment of knowledge. Study was with
him a second-nature, and, as a child eats
without the expressed philosophy that he is
doing it to nourish his system, but simply
with the instinct of satisfying the cravings
of nature, so Younod absorbed and digested
mentally. It was with him an instinct.

He had no specialties. They denote one-
sided development. The normal mind must
embrace the principles of every subject to
develop perfectly.

THE THEORY.

~ Was the next theme of his statement.

Study of history and psychology laid before
him, as before all students, the fact of man’s
bi-fold existence, the material and the im-
material.

The athlete develops the body to the neglect
of the mind ; the ascetic fosters the mind at
the sacrifice of the physique. Would not
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BETWEEN TWO FORCES. 185

however fleet its wing, however tireless its
flight—canno$ reach excelsior heights when
corded to the earth. The cord must be
severed. Inward culture is the means of the
procedure ; the physical environment of the
soul is the obstacle to be overcome. The
soul works and struggles in its flights up-
ward—it strains its pinions for the crags of
higher life, but always interfered with by
that backward force of the physical environ-
ment in the shape of scnsations, optical
obtrusions, disturbing noises, heart-vexa-
tions, fear, hope, anger.

Inward culture is not sufficient. The mind
must be freed from those involuntary restric-
tions upon its free and full action. The
eagle is endowed with fleetness and strength
for the trial ; the cord must be severed.

At the base of the brain is a nervous organ-
ization known as the sensorium. Its office
is to serve as a seat for those nervous condi-
tions commonly called sentiments, amative-
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188 BETWEEN TWO FORCES.

tation over abstruse, intricate principles and
truths of the natural life,—reproduction,
development, selection,—manifestations of
which must serve first as the conducting
agency of the comprehension downwards to
their fundamental, unphenomenal existences

of law and force.
¢« Also the same of the preternatural —mind-

influence, mental-creation, intuitive concep-
tion, free will, —straying manifestations from
“the ghost-world of infinite truth and compre-
hension.” '

The following extracts bear upon the
second principle, the overcoming of the ac-
tion of the sensorium :

‘“Since the reception or non-reception of
external impressions now lies in the power
of the will, the labyrinthical involvements of
mental activity are no longer obstructed by
counter-passages whose source is blind in-
stinct and sensuous slavery.”

““ A soul-existence, independent of sense-
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to be decided by the tried strengths of the
opposing Forces? But another thought :
might not this seemingly accidental arrival of
he.lp‘ to one side be a signal warning of the
victory already decided by the preordination
of Fate ?

A few moments later she stood in the pres-
ence of her lover. He was standing when
she entered, too eager to remain passively
sitting. Hedid not shake hands nor inquire
about her health and welfare in the conven-
tional way. His quick, penetrating gaze
took in immediately her wild and haggard
look, suggestive of the significant ordeal she
had just gone through. He took both her
limp, nerveless hands in his firm ones, and
holding them led her to a chair. He seated
her and drew his own to face the side of hers
so he could lean towards her. His near pres-
ence, suggestive of vital force and suasive
strength, seemed to envelop her. Her last
surmise was right. The advent of the sup-
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