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time an astral looking-glass, in which mediums may see
their own thoughts reflected, and take these back, fully
believing them to come from an external source These
phenomena in the truest sense of the term are galvanized

• astral corpses
; none the less so, because until they are

actually disintegrated a certain subtle connection will sub-
sist between them and the true Devachanic spirit

; just
as such a subtle communication subsists in the first in-
stance between the Kama loca entity and the dead body
left on earth. That last - mentioned communication is
kept up by the finally-diffused material of the original
third principle, or linga sharira, and a study of this branch
of the subject will, I believe, lead us up to a better com-
prehension than we possess at present of the circum-
stances under which materializations are sometimes ac-
complished at spiritual seances. But without going into
that digression now, it is enough to recognize that the
analogy may help to show how, between the Devachanic
entity and the discarded shell in Kama loca a similar con-
nection may continue for a while, acting, while it lasts, asa drag on the higher spirit, but perhaps as an after-glow
of sunset on the shell. It would surely be distressing,
however, m the highest degree, to any living friend of rhe
person concerned, to get, through clairvoyance, or in any
other way, sight or cognition of such a shell, and to be ledmto mistaking it for the true entity.
The comparatively clear view of Kama loca which weare now enabled to take, may help us to employ terms re-

a mg to its phenomena with more precision than we have
hitherto been able to attain. I think if we adopt one new
expression, "astral soul," as applying to the entities inKama loca who have recently quitted earth-life, or whofor other reasons still retain, in the aspect they turn backtowards earth, a large share of the intellectual attributes
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that distinguished them on earth, we shall then find the

other terms in use already, adequate to meet our remain-

ing emergencies. Indeed, we may then get rid entirely

of the inconvenient term " elementary," liable to be con-

fused with elemental, and singularly inappropriate to the

beings it describes. I would suggest that the astral soul

as it sinks (regarded from our point of view) into intel-

lectual decrepitude, should be spoken of in its faded con-

dition as a shade, and that the term shell should be re-

served for the true shells or astral dead bodies which the

Devachanic spirit has finally quitted.

We are naturally led in studying the law of spiritual

growth in Kama loca to inquire how long a time may
probably elapse before the transfer of consciousness from
the lower to the higher principles of the astral soul may
be regarded as complete ; and as usual, when we come to

figures relating to the higher processes of Nature, the an-

swer is very elastic. But I believe the esoteric teachers

of the East declare that as regards the average run of

humanity — for what may be called, in a spiritual sense,

the great middle classes of humanity — it is unusual that

a Kama loca entity will be in a position to manifest as such

for more than twenty-five to thirty years. But on each

side of this average the figures may run up very consid-

erably. That is to say, a very ignoble and besotted hu-

man creature may hang about in Kama loca for a much
longer time for want of any higher principles sufficiently

developed to take up his consciousness at all, and at the

other end of the scale the very intellectual and mentally-

active soul may remain for very long periods in Kama loca

(in the absence of spiritual affinities in corresponding

force), by reason of the great persistence of forces and

causes generated on the higher plane of effects, though

mental activity could hardly be divorced in this way from
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spirituality except in cases where it was exclusively asso-

ciated with worldly ambition. Again, while Kama loca

periods may thus be prolonged beyond the average from
various causes, they may sink to almost infinitesimal brev-

ity when the spirituality of a person dying at a ripe old

age, and at the close of a life which has legitimately ful-

filled its purpose, is already far advanced.

There is one other important possibility connected with

manifestations reaching us by the usual channels of com-
munication with Kama loca, which it is desirable to notice

here, although from its nature the realization of such a

possibility cannot be frequent. No recent students of

theosophy can expect to know as yet very much about the

conditions of existence which await adepts who relinquish

the use of physical bodies on earth. The higher possi-

bilities open to them appear to me quite beyond the

reach of intellectual appreciation. No man is clever

enough, by virtue of the mere cleverness seated in a liv-

ing brain, to understand Nirvana ; but it would appear

that adepts in some cases elect to pursue a course lying

midway between re-incarnation and the passage into Nir-

vana, and in the higher regions of Devachan ; that is to

say, in the arupa state of Devachan may await the slow

advance of human evolution towards the exalted condi-

tion they have thus attained. Now an adept who had
thus become a Devachanic spirit of the most elevated type

would not be cut off by the conditions of his Devachanic

state — as would be the case with a natural Devachanic

spirit passing through that state on his way to re-incarna-

tion — from manifesting his influence on earth. His

would certainly not be an influence which would make
itself felt by the instrumentality of any physical signs to

mixed audiences, but it is not impossible that a medium
of the highest type — who would more properly be called
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a seer— might be thus influenced. By such an Adept
spirit, some great men in the world's history may from
time to time have been overshadowed and inspired, con-

sciously or unconsciously as the case may have been:

The disintegration of shells in Kama loca will inevi-

tably suggest to any one who endeavors to comprehend
the process at all, that there must be in Nature some
general reservoirs of the matter appropriate to that sphere

of existence, corresponding to the physical earth and its

surrounding elements, into which our own bodies are

resigned at death. The grand mysteries on which this

consideration impinges will claim a far more exhaustive

investigation than we have yet been enabled to under-

take ; but one broad idea connected with them may use-

fully be put forward without further delay. The state

of Kama loca is one which has its corresponding orders

of matter in manifestation round it. I will not here at-

tempt to go into the metaphysics of the problem, which

might even lead us to discard the notion that astral mat-

ter need be any less real and tangible than that which

appeals to our physical senses. It is enough for the

present to explain that the propinquity of Kama loca to

the earth, which is so readily made apparent by spirit-

ualistic experience, is explained by Oriental teaching to

arise from this fact, — that Kama loca is just as much
in and of the earth as, during our lives, our astral soul is

in and of the living man. The stage of Kama loca, in

fact, the great realm of matter in the appropriate state

which constitutes Kama loca and is perceptible to the

senses of astral entities, as also to those of many clair-

voyants, is the fourth principle of the earth, just as the

Kama-rupa is the fourth principle of man. For the earth

has its seven principles like the human creatures who in-

habit it. Thus, the Devachanic state corresponds to the
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fifth principle of the earth, and Nirvana to the sixth
principle.

NOTE TO CHAPTER VII.

Later information and study — the comparison, that is
to say, of the various branches of the doctrine, and the col,
location of other statements with those in Chapter VII—
show the difficulty of applying figures to the Esoteric Doc-
trines m a very striking light. Figures may be quite trust-
worthy as representing broad averages, and yet very
misleading when applied to special cases. Devachanic
periods vary for different people within such very wide
limits that any rule laid down in the matter must be sub-
ject to a bewildering cloud of exceptions. To begin with
the average mentioned above has no doubt been computed
with reference to fully matured adults. Between the quite
young child who has no Devachanic period at all and the
adult who accomplishes an average period we have to take
note of persons dying in youth, who have accumulated
Karma, and who must therefore pass through the usual
stages of spiritual development, but for whom the brief
lives they have spent have not produced causes which take
very long to work themselves out. Such persons would
return to incarnation after a sojourn in the world of effects
of corresponding brevity. Again there are such things as
artificial incarnations accomplished by the direct interven-
tion of the Mahatmas when a chela who may not yet have
acquired anything resembling the power of controlling the
-matter himself, is brought back into incarnation almost
immediately after his previous physical death, without
having been suffered to float into the current of natural
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causes at all. Of course in such cases it may be said that

the claims the person concerned has established on the

Mahatmas are themselves natural causes of a kind, the

intervention of the Mahatmas, who are quite beyond the

liability of acting capriciously in such a matter, being so

much fruit of effort in the preceding life, so much Karma.
But still either way such cases would be equally with-

drawn from the operation of the general average rule.

Clearly it is impossible when the complicated facts of an

entirely unfamiliar science are being presented to untrained

mind for the first time, to put them forward with all

their appropriate qualifications, compensations and abnor-

mal developments visible from the beginning. We must
be content to take the broad rules first and deal with the

exceptions afterwards, and especially is this the case with

occult study, in connection with which the traditional

methods of teaching, generally followed, aim at impress-

ing every fresh idea on the memory, by provoking the

perplexity it at last relieves. In relation to another mat-

ter dealt with in the preceding pages, an important ex-

ception in Nature has thus, it seems to me now, been left

out of account. The description I have given of the prog-

ress of the human tide-wave is quite coherent as it stands,

but since the publication of the original edition of this

book some criticism was directed, in India, to a compari-

son between my version of the story and certain passages

in other writings, known to emanate from a Mahatma.
A discrepancy between the two statements was pointed out,

the other version assuming the possibility that a monad
actually might have travelled round the seven planets once

more often than the compeers among whom he might

ultimately find himself on this earth. My account of the

obscurations appears to render this contingency impossi-

ble. The clue to the mystery appears to lie outside the
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domain of those facts concerning which the adepts are

willing to speak freely; and the reader must clearly un-

derstand that the explanation I am about to offer is the

fruit of my own speculation and comparison of different

parts of the doctrine — not authentic information received

from the author of my general teaching.

The fact appears to be that the obscurations are so far

complete as to present all the phenomena above described

in regard to each planet they affect as a whole. But ex-

ceptional phenomena, for which we must be ever on the

alert, come into play even in this matter. The great

bulk of humanity is driven on from one planet to the next

by the great cyclic impulse when its time comes for such a

transition, but the planet it quits is not utterly denuded of

humanity, nor is it, in every region of its surface rendered,

by the physical and climatic changes that come on, unfit

to be the habitation of human beings. Even during ob-

scuration a small colony of humanity clings to each planet,

and the monads associated with these small colonies fol-

lowing different laws of evolution, and beyond the reach

of those attractions which govern the main vortex of hu-

manity in the planet occupied by the great tide-wave,

pass on from world to world along what may be called

the inner round of evolution, far ahead of the race at

large. What may be the circumstances which occasion-

ally project a soul even from the midst of the great human
vortex, right out of the attraction of the planet occupied

by the tide-wave, and into the attraction of the Inner

Round— is a question that can only be a subject for us

at present of very uncertain conjecture.

It may be worth while to draw attention, in connection

with the solution I have ventured to offer as applicable

to the problem of the Inner Rounds, to the way in which

the fact of Nature I assume to exist, would harmonize
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with the widely diffused doctrines of the Deluge. That
portion of a planet which remained habitable during an

obscuration would be equivalent to the Noah's Ark of the

biblical narrative taken in its largest symbolical meaning.

Of course the narrative of the Deluge has minor sym-
bolical meanings also, but it does not appear improbable

that the Kabalists should also have associated with it the

larger significance now suggested. In due time when the

obscured planet grew ready once more to receive a full

population of humanity, the colonists of the ark would

be ready to commence the process of populating it afresh.

NOTE TO CHAPTER VIII.

The condition into which the monads failing to pass the

middle of the fifth round must fall as the tide of evo-

lution sweeps on, leaving them stranded, so to speak,

upon the shores of time, is not described very fully in this

chapter. By a few words only is it indicated that the

failures of each manwantara are not absolutely annihilated

when they reach " the end of their tether," but are destined

after some enormous period of waiting to pass once more
into the current of evolution. Many inferences may be

deduced from this condition of things. The period of

waiting which the failures have thus to undergo, is, to

begin with, a duration so stupendous as to baffle the im-

agination. The latter half of the fifth round, the whole of

the sixth and seventh have to be performed by the suc-

cessful graduates in spirituality, and the latter rounds

are of immensely longer duration than those of the middle

period. Then follows the vast interval of Nirvanic rest,

which closes the manwantara, the immeasurable Night
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of Brahma, the Pralaya of the whole planetary chain.

Only when the next manwantara begins do the failures

begin to wake from their awful trance— awful to the

imagination of beings in the full activity of life, though

such a trance, being necessarily all but destitute of con-

sciousness, is possibly no more tedious than a dreamless

night in the memory of a profound sleeper. The fate

of the failures may be grievous first of all, rather on

account of what they miss, than on account of what they

incur. Secondly, however, it is grievous on account of

that to which it leads, for all the trouble of physical life

and almost endless incarnations must be gone through

afresh, when the failures wake up; whereas the perfected

beings, who outstripped them in evolution during that

fifth round in which they became failures, will have

grown into the god-like perfection of Dhyan Chohanhood

during their trance, and will be the presiding geniuses of

the next manwantara, not its helpless subjects.

Apart altogether, meanwhile, from what may be regard-

ed as the personal interest of the entities concerned, the

existence of the failures in Nature at the beginning of

each manwantara is a fact which contributes in a very
important degree to a comprehension of the evolutionary

system. When the planetary chain is first of all evolved

out of chaos — if we may use such an expression as " first

of all" in a qualified sense, having regard to the reflec-

tion that "in the beginning" is a mere fa^on de parler

applied to any period in eternity — there are no failures

to deal with. Then the descent of spirit into matter,

through the elemental, mineral, and other kingdoms, goes

on in the way already described in earlier chapters of

this book. But from the second manwantara of a planet-

ary chain, during the activity of the solar system, which
provides for many such manwantaras, the course of events
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is somewhat different— easier, if I may again be allowed

to use an expression that is applicable rather in a con-

versational than a severely scientific sense. At any rate

it is quicker, for human entities are already in Existence,

ready to enter into incarnation as the world, also already

in existence, can be got ready for them. The truth thus

appears to be, that after the first manwantara of a series —
enormously longer in duration than its successors — no

entities, then first evolved from quite the lower kingdoms,

do more than attain the threshold of humanity. The late

failures pass first into incarnation, and then eventually

the surviving animal entities already differentiated. But,

compared with the passages in the Esoteric Doctrine

which affect the current evolution of our own race, these

considerations, relating to the very early periods of world-

evolution, have little more than an intellectual interest,

and cannot as yet by any contributions of mine be very

greatly amplified.


