MANUAL
OF

PSYCHOM E TRY·
THE DAWN O:F A NEW CIVILIZATION.
(FOURTH EDITION.)

BY JOSEPH RODES BUCH ANAN, 1.L D.,
A uthor of "Anthropology," " T hempeutlc Sarcognomy" and "Moral Education "-Professor of P hysiology and l n8titutcs or l\Icdiciue in four
Medical Colleges succesoively, !rom llHii to 11181-:uul for five vears
Dean of the Eclectic lll ed1cal I nstitute, the parent school of
American l\Iedical Electicism-Dibco,·erer of the impressibility of the brain-of Pl;ycbometry and of Sarcognomy.

Published by the Author- L os Angeles, Cal.
(COPVRIGllT,

.

1885.~l\Y J°"BrJI noun Ull~ltAN,1:11.]
'
'

·'·
BOSTOX:

FR~K

H. HODGES,
1893.

•

·:
:..

.. ·..

:

.

< ;

.

·.

I

...

.'

CONTENTS.
l''ront.lspiece-_;Engrn..-ing- Portrait o! Mrs. Buchanan.

PREFACE.
PART

!.-INTRODUCTORY AND HISTORICAL.
PAO!

!nLroduct.Jon

1-11

CH.APTER I.
~riginal

Sketch of Psychometry -

CHAPTER II.
Original Sketch-continued

67-12-1

CHAPTER III.
Later Developments

-

12S-175

CHAPTER IV.
The Physic Faculties-their location and accidental mauifestation,176-212

PART

IL-PRACTICAL UTILITl.ES.

CHAPTER V.
Psychometry In Sell Culture, Conjugal Relations and Business -

1-40

CHAPTER VI.
Psychometry in Medical Science anJ Choice o! Physicians

41-8G

CHAPTER VII.
Psychometry In Politics

87-118

CHAPTER VIII.
Pt;ycbometry in Literature

- 119-141

CHAPTER IX.
Prophetic Intuition

HZ-l!U

I>ART III.-Tm:

NEW PmLOSOPHY A ...~D RELIGION.

CHAl'TER X.
Ptiychometry und Anthropology

l-31

CHAPTER XI.
Fnture Ufo and Leaders in Religion

Al'PENDIX.
Pro~~~t Ca:otte:-Fr~ue~cy ~f Pr~1·isi~11-_D~~ny ~f th~

333552

5-00
7

INDEX .

1.

Portrait.

2.

Title Page.

6. Introduction.

3. Dedication.

~·

7. Eleven Chapten.

Antiquity e~lored, i. 72, 73, 74, 75, 76
Adams descnbed, i. 93 1 ?4
Antagonism to psychometry-illl cause, i,

Contents.
5. Pref.ice.
8. Apptndix.

Vl.,ii.40-86; Vll.,ii,87-118: Vllf.,

166

iL 119""i.I•; IX., ii .... 2- IC).1; x.,iii. r Xl.,iii. 31-74; Appendix, 75-90
Con1ugal unhaJ?piucss from lack of psy-

inftucnce1 iii.

Criminals inv.. tigated by psychometry, ii.
37-3~ dctectcd by Jl'l);'Ch ometry, 1L
..
Counterftits
3?
Contagiou, its philosophy 1 ai.64 165,('61 67 1 68
Choice of phy•icians1 ii. 71, 75
CooP,er, Sir Astley, his barbarous practice,

Archbishop of Bourdeaux, his narrative of
clairvoyanceJ i. '97t 19&
Arnbi Pasha described, ii. 1s7, 1~8, 159, 16o
Alexander of Russia described, 1i. 180
Anthropology and its departments, iii. 3, 4
Autographs of the deceased-their peculiar
40

Albigenses, hi. 68
Arnaud, Henri, the Christian hero, Ui. 70,71
Booth described, i. 110
Buhver described i. 116, 117
Bristol, Augusta Cooper-pot;m, i. 125, 126
Back of manuscript a bastS for psychometry, i. 1s4
Bible, its value detennined by psychometry
i. 158
Beach, Professor, described, ii. 81
Bonaparte, described, ii. 101, 102, 103 - Josephine, ii. 103, 104
Bismark described, ii. tos, 1o6, 107
Bacon, Lord, described, 1i. 120, 121, ui
Buddha described, iii. 53, 54• SS
Crime held in check by psychometfY, i. 8o,
81, 82

Criticism by psychomeuy, I. 87, 88
Children investtpted by psychomeuy, i. 90
Clay described, 1. 9~. 95, 94, 97, 98, 99, 100
Chauning descnbed, i. 105, 1o6
Child. Lydia Maria, described by Bishop
Otey, i.

110

Caldwell described, i. 121
<.:ardela, Angelo, described, i. 145, 146, 147
Carlyle described from aulographic emanation, i. 148, t49; his moial defects, il. 7
Catalysis, an explanation, L I so, t sr, J sa
Cabaois, his liberal views, i. 16~
College professors, the\rinconsistency ,i. 16s
Colqulioun's testimony, i. 195, 196- 2oS
Clairvoy•nts, the rope maker, girl of thirteen at Hamburyh; servant girl, reported by Dr. Dyce,l. t<)). !oo; Aben:rom·
bie's n .,lfr<\U\·c . i. 2oit 203, io._1 -ios
Chaptors, l.,i. 12-67; I J. ,i.6ll-1~~; Il l.,
1. us-175; IV., I. 1]6-:1:;
u. 1-:19;

v.,

p;

chometry, 1i. 16, 17. 18

•i.~

Cooke, Professor, described, ii. 77, 7~
Caldwell, Professor, described, ii. 8z, 83
Compte described, ii. •271 1zS, 129
Cicero recognizing prophesy, ii. 149

Otamberlai-n des.cribeci, ii. ll)O, t91, 191
Cerebral psychology, iii. 28
Church and college, theirdornw11 staie, Iii,
34

Confucius describt:d, iii. 5~. 59, 6u, 6r
Calvin described, iii. 61, <•2
C.1tristianily, what is, iii. c'6, 67
Crimes in the namt! of religto1,, iii. zJ., 73
Caiottc, hisfamouspro11hcsy,•ppendiA 75Chilr.en dl:lScnoed by psycboruetry,appeudix, ~~. &,, tp
Denlou's Soul of Things, i. ? : iii. >ll
Demonsuatlou by psychometry, i. J • f• t 15,·
116

Decker, psychometric tal1:nts, anri rtn1arkablt experience of Mrs. C. 11., i. 13>,
IJJi lJ.f1 14'11 I Jl

ntvine elemem in m,_n, i. •S<i· 16o
Darkness or n>aterlali"n, i. 1ij(i
Oevaud a natur11I clairvoyant, i ")~
l1 1lsraeh descrihed, ii. 1u, "~· n4
Death of Alexander, D' lsraeh, and ( ;,,,;
baldl predlc1ed1 ti. 17yt De:uhs;•rt:thc
ted by Catotte, iii. appeudi•
Dcmoc.rf\ticReview on nr. Buchauan'..,.d1s..
coverie~.

m. s - as

Destlny of tht young, ap11ouriix H~. ~ '• ,c•
Electricity transmit~ medical inAuencc, i. zo
J~xperimen1s, 1. 30, 31 1 3z, 33; expcrin1cnts
with autograph, i. 37, ~ii. 3q: CXIJ"ri·
ments before Women·s Club, i. ,.~1 1 30

lnde%,
Emanation from •utographs, experiment
with Carlyle's, i. r48, '19• 150
Ecstacy in 50mnambulism, 1. 187
£pigastric region, i. 194

.Emanat:ion, saubaratc and other, ii. 52, 53,

EleJ~c~urrents, theory of Sir James Mur-

ray, ii. SS
El Mahdi described, ii. 161, 162, 163, 164169, 170, '7'• r72, 175

l"ulton 1 Robert, described, i. nr, uz, n3
Financial imponance of psychomeny, i 157
Founders of religions, i. 158
Future of America indicated by periodicity,
ii. 155, 1.s.6
Frnnce aud t:hina, tl1eir action predicted,

iL 18Q

Future o{ anthropology, a grand view, Ul.
21-25

Foramen c:ecum (blind hole) of materialism,

m.. 26

Future Hfeand leaden in religion, iii. 32-74
Franklin on immortality, iii. 32
Gray, sympathetic impression of Dr. Gray,

t

140, 141

George Eliot, her inspiration, i. i 12
Gallian system of phrenology, lts error.s, ii.
9; 101 It
Goetheon the ps)lchometric faculty, ii. 19
Gross, advice of Professor, as to new discoveries, ii. 41 ; his description, ii. 8o
Galvanism tiansferring medical inftueoce,ii.
57, 58,s9 .
.
Gladstonedescnbed,h.107 1 108, 109,110 1111
Grant described 1ii. 97, 116, 117, r 18
Gall, Dr., described, ii. 120
Gregory, Professor, on Gaiotte '• proph~y,
appendix 86

llarvey, Dr., described, i. 107
Haydeu,psychometrictalcotsof!lfrs.,i. 131
H ommopathy and Allopathy 1 question settled by psyd1ometry, ii. 46, 47, 48, 49
llill, Professor, described, ii. 79
Hahncmano described, ii. 84
Hippocrates described, ii. 85, 86
Humboldt,Baron,described,ii. 123, r24, 125
Homer described, ii. 138, 139, 140
Hugo, Victor, described, ii. 1401 141
Hemans, Mn., iii. 331 47, 48
1ntroduction1 i.

1,

u

Imaginative illustratlon, l 68, 6c}, 70, 7r
Inman, psychometric power of Charles, i.

128, 129
lndia,tclcpathicsymeathies in, 1381 139, 140
"Irradiation of Ommscience," i. 156
Intuition, the essential of psychometry, i.

159 t itiS cerebral location, i. 178; in ae.

tive life, 210
Impressibility of the brain, discovered in
1841; iii. 2; discovery announced at

Linle Rock, April, 1841, iii. 6; importance of the discoveri:t.iii• 8; number or
the cerebral O!llans,
9

w:

Immortality demonstrated, iii. 36, 37, 38
Jackson, autograph ofGeneral,dcse>ribed, i .
4z, 46, 47; described by General Quit·
~an, BishopOtey,and l\trs. Buchanan,
Ul. '41 1 42, <f3

1udicial psychometryand detection of crime
i. 77, 78, 79, 8o

Kent 1 experiments with the Rev. Benjamin,
i. 41-49, 65 94
Key to universal knowledge. i. r66
Kentucky Stat~ Medical Society, theirlndiJ'fercnce and neglect, ii. 43
Keshub Chundcr Sen, described, iii. 56
Lafayette, description of General, i. 61 , 62,
LoC:1iiy of the psychic powers in man, i.
192-212

Law madcquate without psychometry, Ii.

t.oJ?a~.1'p~~tilcntial
inftuences, ii. 6o, 61,
62
.
"Loftier Knowledge 11 through psychometry. Ii. 61
Life in the spirit world, iii. 431 44
Life or death, Its detenninauon by p~y
chomeuy, iii. ~s. 46
l..aou-ts1e described, iii. 57, sS
Luther described, iii. 64, 65, 66
Medical experiments. L 20, 21, 22

lllartineau, description of Harriet, i. 67
Madame de Staci described, I. 1o81 109
Mineral strata, accessible to psychometry, i.
156
lllodcm materialism. i. 162
t.loral criticism1 ii. 3, 4, s, 6, 1
Married parties described by psyd1ome1ry,
ii. 20-32; Carlyle, Bulwerand Byron,

ii. l-4-32

Mineral waters and air, ii. 54, ~'
Mou.ntain in.fluence favorable, u. 6 ..
Milton described, Ii. 135, 136
Mahomet described, ii. 177, 178, 179
Moral education; theapphcation of cerebral
psychology, iii. 28
New York, Jirat experiments there, i. 12,26
Nervous system, its powers, i. 16

Nominal psychometry, experiment on the
name of Angelo Cardela, i. 145, 146
Ne"lect of scientific investigations, i. 167
N at1onal Medical Association, ii. H
New philosophy and religion, hi. 1-74
Neurology in New York, iii._s-•s; report
· ofNewYorkc·o mmittee, ui. 13, 14, 15;

letter of Dr. Buchanan, Iii. 16-•1

Original sketch of psychometry1 i. 1•-124
Otey, experiment with Bishop, '· 39
Orators doscribed-Clay, Rowan Prentiss,
Randolph~ Daviess, McDuffie, i. 123,
Obj::i1veandsul>jective ; their philosophy,
i. 2o6

lnde~.

1,'

Pierpont, his poem. i.
t!St•bhshed science nnd
asefu) p1·01ession, i~ 7. 8. the excrtik
of divine faculties and explanation of
myste.rics,i. 10; hosti1i1y to1tsreception,
i.1i~; ourment.or; ii. 2, 3; ils por,trait·
ure, u. 13, ...t; us departments, u. 18;
in conjugal relations, ii. 15-3~; in law
a.ud business, ii. 33-39; in medical science. ii. 40-86; the OOsis of diagnosis
and prescription, U. Ge). 70; i.n politics,

f'fVCllOMK1'llV au
1

ii. 87-118; 111 litcrature, li. 119- 141; re-

lieves us from traditions, dogmas, and
other rubblsh1 Iii. 35, 36; demonstrates
immortality, di. 36, 37, 38._J9
l'ollr! marvolloussensibilityofBishop, i. 17
Psyc:: 1ic attraction, i. 30
Psychological chemi,try, i. 33, J4, JS
Psychometric bias, I. 50, s1, 5>, 64, MJ (obsession, 86)
Physical and pathological sympathy, i. H,
ss. 56 . .
. 1· .
Psyc110metnc 1mpartia lty, 1. 86
Poems: by Augusta Cooper Bristol, i. 125,
126; marvels or psycliomctry L 177; by
Father Ryan, ii. 6; addressed to Cornelia, li. 193; by llln. Hy:ter on psychometry, iii. 73, 71
Personal experienceandsympathies, i. 133,
'3•, •35, 136, 143, 144, 145
Photographs, engrnV1ngs, aud names for
psychometry, i . 1441 145, ·~6, 152! 153
Philosophy to be estabhshed by psyc 1omouy, L 159
Parbian psychometer, I. 211
Pl1rcnology tcranioscopy ond Cl';lnia,ii.1~, 1J
Psychomctnc arbitr.ahon, ii. 35
Physitlll character or all tolerated science,
ii. 42
Presidential candidates, ii.88; St. John, it
89, 9"1 general Butler, li. i.i21 Mr.
Blame, u. 9>,93; Cleveland, 11. 94, 95!
g6; Genor.il Grant, ii. 97, 1)8; Samue
] . T'tlden, ii. <)81 99, 100
Propheticintuitioo, ai. 14i:a.194
Prophecya religious endowment recogniied
by St. Paul, ii. 1~6; recognbed by the
ancien~,il 146 147, 14S,149;displayed
1
by somnambuhsts ii. 150, •s•; rocogmted by the Roya1Academy of Medicine al Paris ii. 152; recognized by
Goethe, Schelling, and Swedenborg, ii.
i5:i, 153; in public affairs, ii. 156, '9.i;
Psychometry the divine judgment, ht,
7.~• 74; prophecy or Cazoue, appendix
UL. 15> 9--'
Periodicity, i~ law discovered, ii. 155
PreS<:riptions by the dcpaned iii. 39
Prevision, its fre!iuency, Dawbam and Damon, appendix 85, 86, 87

'1'"

Rowan, Judge, described, i. 101
Rohner, Dr., or Tungamah, described, his
view! of intuition, i. 17:, 173, 174, 175

Rider, Jane, her rcmark•ble powe.,., i. 181,
1~., 183, 184, 18s
Russia ilnd England, p&ychotnclric view, ii.
181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 186, 187, 188

Sympathetic diagnosis i. 24, 25
SCott, experiments of Chancellor, i. 59-6•
Spunhelm described, i. !20
Sealed lener described, i. • 55, • s6
Systems of religion judged by psychometry,
i. 1s8
St. Ambrose, his clairvoyance, i. 16.j
Sensibility and clain·oyanc<:, i. 179, 18o
Sir Thomas Bro\\11e on th<: soul, I. 1o8
Spiritualguardianship, ii. 7, 8
Soll-knowledge needed, ii. 18
Stolidity in the medical profession, ii. 41
Sensibility the foundation of disease, lacking m fishes, ii. Sl
Swan's Dr., psyChomeuic perception ii. 71,
7l, 73

Spencer, Herbct,<l;escri~d,ii. 129, 130, 131
Shake•peare dcscnbcd, u. LJJ, 13•, 135
Sir Walter Scott describedlii. 136, 137, 138
Sister Genevieve, her prop ~cy, ii. 'S"4
San:ognomy, iii. 29, 30, 3 1
Servctus, the martyr, doscribed, iii. 63, 6~
Swedenborg described, iii. 48 - 53

TMtc through the fingers, i. 18
Transmitted inftucnce, i. 25
·111ree autographs described, Spuriheim,
Caldwell, Buchanan, i. 113-122
Telepathic sympathies, i. •37, 138, 139, 140
Touch important for psychometry, i. 15~

Tran.s<:endentaHsm the minimum and pes!ii ..
mum, i. 16o
Temples1 connected with clairvoyance and
psycnometry, i. 181
Transference of aura from wriling, ii. 50, s 1,
52
Transference of disease, experimen~ of
Smith ii. 56
Tyndall, Huxley and Mill described, ii.13r,

•J•

Therapeutic Sarcognomy, iii. 30
Utility of psychometry, 1. 57, 58
Unconscious Sympathy, i. II<!
U. S. Dispensatory, a singular admission,li.
H• 46

Vll1til on the spirit, i. 187
Vllfgarerrand.• refuted, coooectin~psycho
mctry wlth mesmerism, 'Spintunli.sm,
otod mind reading, i. 138, 189, 190:, 191
Washington described, i. 1u31 1<>4
\Vordsworth'on clear se~ing, 1. 162
War in l::gyl't, ii. 165, 1661 167, 168, 169
Waldenses, iii. 68, 6q, 10
Zchokke1 hls wonderful Jl•yc.hometric powers, '· 168, 169, 170

..
PREFACE.
This volume has been somewhat hastily prepared, to fulfil the promise recently made to the public of a MANUAL OF
PsvcHOMETRY-a work to introduce the subject to the
general reader-not an elaborate memoir for scientists,
which need not be offered until it is called for.
Public opinion on philosophic subjects is always shallow,
superficial, and erroneous, until the thought of the best
thinkers has enlisted the co-operation of leading minds.
In reference to Psychometry, the profound productions of
Prof. Denton have attracted far less attention than that simple exhibition of Psychometry which is called" Mind Reading," which I have never thought worthy of any special cultivation, but which, as an exhibition, answers the purpose
of challenging skepticism, and giving to those who are profoundly ignorant on this subject, facts which compel their
reluctant attention, and thus prepare them for scientific innovation.
When a full exposition shall be required, many volumes
will be necessary - one for the ·medical profession, one for
hygienists, one for geologists, one for astronomers, one for
ethnologists, one for physiologists1 one for historians, one
for pneumatologists, one for the devotees of religion and
duty, and ten for the students of Anthropology- for all
these subjects are illuminated and developed by Psychometry.
I cannot now promise that much of this will ever be written by myself-as it might have been ere this-for my
life is too far advanced, and co-operation does not yet appear. But as Psychometry develops all these departments
of knowledge, these works must all be written.
As this volume contains the reports of many psychometric experiments with Mrs. B., I would state in advance
that all such experiments which I report are as pure and
true an illustration of Psychometry as possible- an accurate report of mental impressions as they arose, recorded as

Prc[aee.
they were spoken dejiberately. The mind of the psychometer in my experirrtel]~ts is ahvays carefully guarded from all
impressions but thos1e which come from an invisible source
by contact, without ·nowing what is the object or person to
be described, which must be carefully concealed to insure
the purity of the res It. Questions are never of a leading
character, being onl used to direct attention to the matters
that need descriptio . The reports are as careful and faithful as I could poss ly make them, but most of them are
imperfect illustratio~s of her psychometric intuition, given
often when fatigued ] y her daily duties.
The present volume is larger than I designed, but a great
deal of interesting and important matter has been excluded
to keep it within th1e proposed limits. The investigations
of geology, paleontol ~gy and astronomy, have been omitted.
A second volume wit! be necessary to do justice to the introduction of Psychdmetry- the introduction, merely, for I
have but lifted a cor 1er of the veil that hides incalculable
wealth of knowledge and wisdom.
BOSTON, JUNE i, I

85.

P. S. A special olume, devoted to Pneumatology and
Religion will be reqif red to illustrate the comparative views
of the world's religioi1s, and the view of Biblical history and
religion sanctioned foy Psychometric exploration - a view
which may dissipate uch superstition, but will strengthen
our faith in the pas , while it refines and invigorates our
religious nature.

INTRODUCTION.

PSYCHOMETRY

FR0)1 I 842

TO I 88 5.

The question, ''WHAT 1s PsvcHO~rETRY?" was
happily answered in a poem from the pen of the
celebrated philanthropist and poet, the Rev. JOHN
PIERPONT, which was delivered in August, r8501 at
the grand anniversary of Yale College, and spoken
of in the Tribune as tpe "Gem of the occasion."
]. M. S., a correspondent of the Cleveland Ptai'n
Dealer, speaks of the occasion and poem as follows :
"The occasion was the meeting of the Alumni of Olcl Yale-celebrating her one lmndred nud fiftieth anniversary. By invitation !roui the
officers of the instit11tion, he delivered a poem-the subject
I'ro,qrus. .After alluding to the various improvement.~ of the !lay, light by
gas, printing, pbonogra1>hy, new modes of lravel, telegraphs, daguerreotyping, etc., he touched upon this iuterestingsubject-alikeuuknown to
the great and learned ones of Old Yale (in sorrow I say It), as to yolll'
honorable sell. There were songs sung, and speeches made by va!'ious
distinguished individuals, during a sittiug of not less than eight hours.
There were present !rom twelve to fifteen hundi·ed Alumni- representatives from classes which graduated in 1777 w the year 1800.''

"·as

EXTRACT FROM PrERPONT1S POEM.
"But much, Daguerre, as has thy genius done
In educating thus Latona's son,
In thus educing, in the god of light
The power to paint so, at a single sight,
BUCHANAN has transcended thee, as far
I

2

lnirodzulion.

As the sun's face outshines the polar star.
Thine art can catch and keep what meets the eye His science, subjects that far deeper lie.
Thy skill shows up the face, the outward whole His science measures and reveals the soul.
Thy subjects mus be present-bis may be
Sunk in the depthi> of the mysterious sea;
Their bodies may have mouldered into dust,
Their spirits long have mingled with the just,
Made perfect : Yoet if one has left behind
A written page, whereon the living mind
Has been pour'd 01ut, through pencil, paint or pen,
That written page shall .summon back again
The writer's spirit ; pressed upon the brow,
Or by the hand of many, living now:
It shall the writer'.• character disclose,
His powers, his weaknesses, his joys, his woes,
The manly air, the sycophantic smile,
The patriot's valor:, and the traitor's wile,
The fire that glowed beneath the snows of age
As in the "Hero of the Hermitage,"
When he exclaimed (methinks I hear him still),
"By the Eternal, I wi11 not, or will ! "
All is revealed! 1rhe prompting spirit threw
Itself upon the pa~1er - and the few
"Spirits that are finely touched to issues fine"
Will move the han•d, thus touch'd, along the line,
And catch the soul that issues from it yet,
(As fishes taken in an evil net),
And the detecting spirit shall declare
"The form and pressure" of the soul that's there,
With greater truth than e'er a Sybil sung.

lntrodttctt'on.

3

And with as great as fell from prophet's tongue!
Mysterious science! that has now displayed
"How fearfully and wonderfully made"
Is man, that even his touch can catch the mind,
That long has left material things behind !
Fearful the thought, that when my clay is cold,
And the next Jubilee has o'er it rolled,
The very page, that I am tracing now,
With tardy fingers and a care-worn brow,
To other brows by other fingers prest,
Shall tell the world, not what I had been deem'd,
Nor what I passed for, nor what I had seem'd,
But when I was I Believe it, friends, or not,
To this high point of progress have we got,
We stamp ourselves on every page we write I
Send you a note to China or the pole Where'er the wind blows, or the waters rollThat note conveys the measure of your soul I "
The word Psychometry, coined in 1842 to express
the character of a new science and art, is the most
pregnant and important word that has been added to
the English language.
Coined from the Greek (psyche, soul and metron,
measure) it literally signifies soul-measuring, being
analogous to the words, thermometry, barometry,
electrometry, and similar terms, which signify special measurements. The thermometer measures caloric
(thermo, temperature).
The barometer measures
the weight (baro, weight) of the atmosphere; the
electrometer measures electric conditions ; the psychometer measures the soul (Ps)'clte).
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In the case of Psychometry, however, the measuring assumes a new character, as the object measured
and the measuring instrument ai-e the same psychic
element, and its measuring power is not limited to the
psychic as it was developed in the first experiments,
but has appeared by successive investigations to
manifest a wider and wider area of power, until it
became apparent that this psychic capacity was
really the measure of all things in the Universe,
Hence, Psychometry signifies not merely the measuring of souls and soul capacities, or qualities by our
own psychic capacities, but the measurement and
judgment of a11 things conceivable by the human
mind; and Psychometry means practically 111cns11rt'ng by the soul, or grasping and estimating all
things which are within the range of human intelligence. Psychometry, therefore, is not merely an
instrumentality for measuring soul powers, but a
comprehensive agency like mathematics for the evolution of many departments of science.
As a science and - philosophy, Psychometry shows
the nature, the scope, and the modus operandi of
those divine powers in man, and the anatomical
mechanism through which · they are manifested ;
while as an art it shows the method of utilizing these
psychic faculties in the investigation of character,
disease, physiology, biography, history, paleontology, philosophy, anthropology, medicine, geology,
astronomy, theology and supernal life and destiny.
Granting, as this volume will show, that Psychometry
gives us the command of all these sciences, it is
apparent that the introduction of Psychometry must

Introduction.
prove the dawn of a new era in science, philosophy
and social progress, more important as to human enlightenment and elevation than all the arts and
sciences heretofore known to the ski1ful and learned ;
for if all libraries, manufactories, and repositories of
the arts in the world at present were suddenly destroyed by fire, leaving only in human minds a full
knowledge of Psychometry, all might be restored in
one generation, and far nobler institutions of learning,
of practical art, of social order and of religion would
arise from the ashes, purified and relieved from a
vast amount of falsehood -an inheritance from ancient
ignorance.
I am perfectly aware that such assertions may
appear extravagant, even to those who have some
knowledge of the ordinary applications and powers of
Psychometry, and will appear to · many of the
educated, or rather miseducated classes as insane as
once did the doctrine of the rotundity of the earth and
the existence of men at the antipodes with heads
hanging downwards from us; and according to the
usual policy of those who seek popularity and reputation, such assertions should be reserved for the end
of the volume, to be read only after the scientific
methods and practical success of Psychometry have
been made familiar. I prefer, however, to state
at once frankly the true scope and power of Psychometry, and if any reader be repelled by my
frankness it is well that he should be repelled, for he
who cannot tolerate a novelty in science cannot do it
justice, and I desire none but candid, truth.loving
readers.

6
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Only to the patient students of Psychometry and
explorers of psychic mysteries will my statement
appear as it is-a too concise statement of the grand
results of psychic investigations, which not only make
scientific mysteries translucent, but change the mystic dreamland between two worlds into a realm of
luminous reality for man, the influence of which will
work a far greater and speedier change in the destiny of the human race than the discovery of America, or any revelation which science has heretofore
made.
I address these assertions to the most enlightened
of today, and to my friends of tne twentieth century
who will know bow to appreciate them ; for I cannot
expect to see Psychometry enthroned in the Universities until at least two generations shall have successively carried down to the tomb the falsities in which
they have been educated.
For more than forty years I have been before the
public as a teacher of new truths, and more than a
thousand pupils have entered the medical profession
under my professional teaching (many of whom, like
most of my contemporaries and colleagues, have passed
on to a higher life), and during all this time there has
been no hostile verdict upon the sciences which I have
presented publicly, ever courting investigation by the
learned : on the contrary every report of investigating
committees bas been a satisfactory endorsement of the
:;ciences presented, and the Science of Psychometry
has not only been endorsed by all who have become
familiar with it, but is widely establishetl in practical
utility by psychometers who give descriptions of char-
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acter, and by physicians in the diagnosis of disease
among present or absent patients.
Hence I can speak of Psychometry as an introduced
and established science. Establishment in the philosophic sense does not consist in currency among the
multitude-it does not consist in a favorable verdict
from public opinion, which as Douglas Jerrold once
said, is but "tlte average stupidity of mankind," and
which is always steadily and persistently opposed to
great and revolutionary discoveries. Establishment
consists in the favorable verdict of tire competent,
as ownership depends on the acknowledged deed from
the donor. The competent alone can establish, and
the court of the competent is so harmonious with
itself in science, that the verdict of the first score
whom we meet is virtually the verdict of the thousands
and the millions who succeed. The court of the competent consists of those who honestly love the truth,
and who with earnest zeal either devote themselves to
its search or hold themselves ready to give it a welcome, and who with sound judgment make a fair and
full investigation; all such in matters of demonstrable science come to a substantial agreement, and
their first verdict is as conclusive as the last. The
sagacious listen and respect it, but the multitude
(learned and unlearned alike) look not to the competency of the court but to its personal rank, social influence, and numerical strength.
To the suggestion that the court of the competent
is nearly unanimous in reference to demonstrable science, I must add that Psychometry greatly enlarges
the amount of the demonstrable by removing from the

8
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sphere of speculation and debate many subjects heretofore beyond the reach of positive scientific methods.
It is over forty-two years since the discovery and
public demonstration of the science and art of Psychometry. Today it is widely known - the practice
of Psychometry is an honorable and useful profession.
Competent psychometers describe the mental and vital
peculiarities of those who visit or write to them, an.cl
create astonishment and delight by the fidelity and
fullness of the descriptions which they send to persons
unknown, at vast distances. They give a minute
analysis of character and revelation of particulars
known only to the one described, pointing out with
parental delicacy and tenderness, the defects which
need correction, or in the perverse and depraved they
explain what egotism would deny, but what society
recognizes.
In physiology, pathology, and hygiene, Psychometry is as wise and parental as in matters of character
and ethics. A competent psycbometer appreciates the
vital forces, the temperament, the peculiarities, and
every departure from the normal state, realizing the
diseased condition with an accuracy in which external
scientific diagnosis often fails. In fact the natural
psychometer is born with a genius for the healing art,
and if the practice of medicine were limited to those
who possess this power in an eminent degree, its progress would be rapid and its disgraceful failures and
blunders would no longer be heard of.
But while Psychometry is thui gradually winning
its place as our guide and leader in medicine, in
education and self-culture, and has excited so lively
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an interest that a newspaper has been devoted to this
subject, no complete and systematic exposition of the
science is before the public. Its only exposition has
been by essays in the Jou-ma/ of Man thirty years
ago, by chapters in my System of Anthropology, of
which no new edition has been issued since I 8 54, and
by the " Soul of Things " in three volumes, from
Wm. Denton, the eminent geologist, a book of marvelous interest and originality, developing the highest
phases of Psychometry in the exploration of history,
paleontology and astronomy, far beyond the uttermost limits of previous scientific investigation. His
able and interesting work has not had the circulation
it deserves, because it is too far in advance of the
age, presenting the grandest results of Psychometry
to a public no~ yet acquainted with the science.
The present work has long been called for by those
who have learned of .my discoveries, and if Psychometry bas even the tenth part of the scientific interest,
the practical value and the power of advancing
scientific civilization, and elevating the condition of
all humanity which is believed by those who are well
acquainted with it, it is the duty of every philanthropist to ca11 attention to this work and promote its
diffusion.
But what is Psychometry (which means literally
soul - measuring), what the process, the modus
operandi and the results ?
This question will be fully answered by a sketch
of the investigations and experiments which have
developed the science, but it may be briefly answered
now, that Psychometry is the dev elopment and
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exercise of tile divine /amities m man, a demonstration of the old conception of poetry and mystic
philosophy as to the Divine interior of the human
soul, and the marvelous approximation of man toward
omniscience. It is, moreover, a demonstration of the
normal dignity of human nature, showing in all
humanity neglected and often nearly extinct powers,
which have heretofore been deemed utterly incredible, or if credible at all, only as a miracle from
Heaven, or as rare, anomalous, mysterious and inexplicable facts, belonging to some abnormal phase of
life, or else the hallucination of the visionary, if not
the illusion of the dupe.
The dark underworld of intellect in which we find
the responses of oracles, the revelations of magnetic
somnambules, the prophecies of the saints, the forecasts of the fortune teller, the mysterious presentiments and sudden impressions by which many are
guided, the warnings of death, calamity or accident,
and the mysterious influences attached to places,
apartments, amulets and souvenirs, is illuminated by
the light of psychometric science, and its phenomena
made entirely intelligible; for Psychometry demonstrates in man, and explains the mechanism of those
transcendent powers which have heretofore defied
the comprehension of philosophy, and have been
regarded with defiant hostility by materialistic cultivators of mere physical science, while they have
been welcomed by poetry, religion and the deepest
emotions which ally man to l~eaven. In studying
Psychometry, mystery disappears, and the most
cautious inquirer in vital science will feel that he is
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treading on safe and solid ground. That he should
enjoy this feeling of certainty and security he should
be introduced to the science by .the successive steps
of its original development, and therefore I would
take the reader back forty-three years to my first
experiments, showing how Psychometry was evolved
FORTY-THREE YEARS AGO.

The following sketch of Psychometry appeared in
(published at Cincinnati), in I 849. It is so fair and complete a presentation of the subject as then developed, that I prefer to
republish it without change and follow it by such
further discussions and expositions as are suggested
by more recent investi~ationi.
1

BucHANAN S JOURNAL OF MAN

CHAPTER I.
OIUGINAL SKETCH OF PSYOJLO)lETRY.
(1''rom. Buclianan's Jo~rnal of Nan, Cincinnati.)
J!'irst discovery in New York - Introductory remarks- Such iu\ r,sti~a
tions must develop the wonderful- S.i11~ibilltics discovero1l iu llishop
Polk- Found also in otbcrs-Testing through the fingcr.s- X umber
capable of such experlmcuts-Elcctrlc transmission of iuffncnceMo<le of experimenting on medicines- Ex11el'iments on 111P.\lic.'l.I chL'<S
and professors-Influences felt from humnn bcings- lnllucnccs
transmitted lrom the brain -First aulogrnphic cxpcrimcut with Jn.
man - I ts wonderful accuracy-Methods oC begi uni ng ex peri men ts Inferences from the experiments ns to tile Jaws of mind nnd rnal!erPrinciples of p~ychologicnl chemistry- Value or Pi.-ychqmotry- ncscription or psychometric ex11crimouts-Expcrimc11ts with Hc1·. lllr.
Kent-Description of Gen. Jackson - Appeal Crom the old to the
young-Di!Tcrcncc of iudivicluals as to psychometric imprcssionsThe achromntic min cl not common-Illustrations of variety-Extreme
physical sympathy with the writer-l'sychometric diaguosi~ of J>j,..
ease-Six npplicatious of P<1ychometry -Accuracy of psycho111cu·ic
portraitnre-Exp-0riments of Chancellor Scott - Description ofl,afayette-Description of 'Vebstor-Of Miss Martineau.

IN the autumn of 1842, in the city of New York, I
had the pleasu re of ascertaining and proving, by experiment, the existence of a wonderful power in the
constitution of man, the discovery and use of which at
once opens before us a wide realm of knowledge. In
that single discovery lay the germ of a science of lofty
pretensions, and so wonderful in its facts as to be difficult of belief, if not utterly incredible, to the greater
portion of our scientific men. Yt:t, high as its pretensions are, t hey are demonstrable in lhe most rigi<l
12
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manner, and, incredulous as the public may be, it
cannot be long ere the truth of my assertions shall be
familiarly known in Europe and America.
I have made but little effort to bring this matter before the public. Wonderful as it is, and well adapted
to 'exciting an intense interest, I have quietly prosecuted my experiments for the last six years without
endeavoring to arouse the public mind to a consciousness of those sublime and beautiful truths which the
investigation of the human constitution bas developed.
While thus feasting upon the richest intellectual banquet which nature offers in any department of her vast
existence, I have naturally felt an earnest desire to
call in the wise and good, from every quarter, to participate in the feast of knowledge. But, until the present time, there has been no suitable medium through
which to address the public. I could not expect, by
the mere weight of my own assertion, to make a deep
impression upon the public mind, and I had good reason to suppose, that when my discovery of the impressibility of the human brain had already marshalled
against me the universal spirit of skepticism, and was
but beginning to receive justice from a few, the promulgation of any additional wonders, still more incredible, would have done much to overshadow, with still
darker clouds of disbelief, the dawn of true nemological science.
Unwilling, therefore, to tax too heavily the public
credulity of that time, I have waited for the gradual
establishment of my cardinal proposition, in reference
to the human brain, before presenting an essay upon
Psyc!tometry. The six years which have elapsed
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since the discovery, have produced a marked change
in public opinion - a prevalence of more liberal views
- a willingness to receive from nature newer and profounder truths, and a conviction that experiments
upon the human brain are not entirely deceptive or
fanciful.
In this more favorable condition of the public mind,
I would submit a frank and unreserved narrative of
my experimental inquiries. This may be done with
greater ease and pleasure, on account of the fact that
I am now addressing a circle of readers comprising
many of the most liberal and philosophical class, many
who appreciate justly the science of Anthropology, who
look with deep interest upon its recent developments,
and who wish to sustain a journal devoted to progress
in this most' interesting of all sciences.
With this apology for an apparently dilatory course,
I would proceed by asking for my narrative, a candi<l
and patient attention. It is not to announce a theory,
that I write, nor to dogmatize in reference to any matter of opinion - but to present the facts which I have
witnessed, and the inferences to which they most obviously lead. If I be but recognized as a fair, candid
and careful reporter of the facts, I willingly yield to
every one the privilege of reasoning upon the facts
according to his own philosophy, and drawing the
inferences which they suggest to his own mind. I
would but ask that my personal testimony be allowed
its proper force as a sincere statement, and that the
questions involved be not slurred over in any indefinite manner by the reader, but firmly and frankly met
and examined.

Original S1"t!tclt.

15

I think it but just to demand upon this subject a
more liberal and expansive mode of thought ~an is
usually demanded by 'the teacher of physical science.
The mind of man is so wonderful and mysterious in
its action and in its whole existence- is so widely
separated, in its nature and in its phenomena, from
the ponderable material world, that he who brings to
this subject the rigid material spirit of chemistry and
mechanical philosophy, will find himself unable either
to perceive its phenomena or to detect their causes.
Every moment of conscious thought presents a grandly
beautiful mystery, for the explanation of which we
must be utterly incompetent, unless we can rise to the
dignity of the subject and deal familiarly with facts and
laws as wonderful as the mystery which they solve..
He who expects to solve the mysteries of mind,
without encountering any unusual or extraordinary
facts - who thinks that psychology should present
nothing more profound or strange than material philosophy, and who is determined to resist every fact or
principle which is essentially new and wonderful, may
be very respectable as a man of science and learning,
but he cannot possibly do much for the advancement
of psychology. We should bear in mind, that all the
co-operations and correlations of mind and matter,
are intrinsically wonderful, but are governed by definite laws, and that these laws, when discovered, must
seem, at first, no less wonderful and mysterious than
the nature of mind itself. If, then, any fact which I
may state should, at the first glance, ~ppear incredible, the liberal reader will bear in mind, that a certa~n
wonderous strangeness is inherent in the very nature of
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the stWject, and that it cannot be possible to arrive at
any explanation of the relations between mind and
matter, which does not involve principles and facts
essentially new.
My investigations of the nervous system of man for
the last twelve years, have clearly shown that its
capacities are far more extensive, varied and interesting, than physiologists or philosophers have been
willing to acknowledge. We find in the nervous
system the vast aggregate of powers which constitute
the vitality of man, existing in intimate connection
with the vast and wonderful powers of his mind.
Those faculties which, in an instant, grasp the remotest objects of landscape-which fly, in an instant,
to the remotest periods of time, and which are ever
reaching forth, as if seeking to become commensurate
with the universe - are _still, with all their buoyancy
and power, bound to the fibres, tubes and fluids of
the nervous system, by which they instantaneously
operate throughout the body. Is it rational to suppose that this nervous matter, which is thus so
intimately correlated with mind, and upon which
mind depends for the manifestation of its powers,
should be entirely limited to the narrow sphere to
which it has been assigned by physiologists ?-that
it should be so intimately connected with the g reat
eternal miracle, our spiritual existence, and yet be
so incapable itself of rising above the humble grade
of the ordinary operations of vitalized matter?
I n truth, if we glance at the subtle phenomena of
the nervous matter of our constitution, we must at
once perceive how inadequate are the common con-
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ceptions of the nervous system. About nine years
since, in conversation with Bishop Polk,* of the
Episcopal Church, he informed me that his own
sensibility was so acute, that if he should, by accident,
touch a piece of brass, even in the night, when he
could not see what he touched, he immediately felt
the influence through his system, and could recognize
the offensive metallic taste. His cerebral conformatio.n indicated uncommon acuteness of the external
senses; and when I mentioned his peculiar development, he gave the above statement as an illustration
of its truth.
The discovery of such sensibilities in one so
vigorous, both in mind and body, led me to suppose
that they might be found in many others. Accordingly, in the neurological experiments which I soon
afterward _commenced, I was accustomed to place
metals of different kinds in the hands of persons of
acute sensibility, for the purpose of ascertaining
whether they could feel any peculiar influence, recognize any peculiar taste, or appreciate the difference of
metals, by any impression upon their own sensitive
nerves.
. In these experiments it soon appeared that the
power was quite common, that there were many who
could determine by touching a piece of metal, or by
holding it in their hands, what the metal was-as
they recognized a peculiar influence proceeding from
it, which in a few moments gave them a distinct
taste in the mouth. But this power was not confined
•Bishop Polk 11!terw11rcls becamen.genernl ho the Cou federate ar111y, :111cl
lo;t his li!e iu the war.
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in its operation to metallic substances. Every substance possessing a decided taste appeared to be
capable of transmitting its influence into the system,
and of being recognized by its taste. Sugar, salt,
pepper, acids, and other substances of a decided
taste, made so distinct an impression that each
could be recognized and named by many of those
upon whom the experiment was performed. It did
not appear that the sense of taste was translated to
the fingers, or changed any of its known laws, but it
did appear that contact of the sapid substance with the
papillre of the tongue was by no means necessary.
The peculiar influence of the substance touched or
held in the hand by sensitive persons, appeared to
affect the hand locally, and thence to be transmitted
gradually along the arm, recognized by some
peculiar sensation as it passed, and producing no
other effects until it reached the chest or the head.
In the head it produced its impression upon the brain
and nerves, and if possessed of sapid qualities, was
recognized by their characteristic impression upon
the tongue and fauces. The sweetness of sugar, the
pungency of pepper, and all the peculiarities of other
tastes were recognized, as if the same substances,
instead of being held in the hands, had been gradually,
in small quantities, introduced into the mouth.
(It is perhaps necessary for me to state that
these experiments were entirely independent of any
mesmeric process, and consisted simply of what I
have stated. The public mind has been so accustomed to the processes of mesmeric operators, that
unless a special disClaimer is made, it may be sup-
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posed that such experiments were made upon mesmeric or somnambulic patients, prepared by a
magnetzzz"ng process.)
The number of individuals who could exercise the
acute sensibility and taste which I have described,
appeared to be variable in different localities, being
greater in warm climates than in cold,. In some
places one fourth, or even one half of the whole
population appea~ed to be capable of displaying this
new power of the nervous system. In other places
not more than one in ten or fifteen could display it
distinctly. Mental cultivation and refinement, acute
sensibility, delicacy of constitution, a nervo-sanguineous temperament, and a general predominance
of the moral and intellectual organs, constituted the
most favorable conditions for its exercise.
I need not here discuss the ratt'onale of these
phenomena. It may be supposed that an impression
made upon the nerves of the hand, is propagated by
contiguous or coutinuous sympathy to the head, or
that some imponderable agent, proceeding from, or
through, the sapid substances, conveyed their infiuence into the body. In behalf of the latter suggestion it may be remarked, that when I placed my
hands or fingers in contact with the · substance, its infiuence appeared to pass more promptly and effectually than when it was left to its own power. This
I attributed to the passage of nervous influence, or
nervaura, from my own constitution, through the
substance.
I have since proved, by experiment, that a galvanic or electric current, passing through a medicinal
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substance, will transmit its influence into the constitution which receives the current.
Indeed, the influences which are transmitted by
mere contact, are not limited to an impression upon
the sense of taste, but convey the entire medicinal
power. In the first number of this Journal, the
reader will recollect that my experiments in New
York were reported by a scientific committee of distinguished gentlemen, and among those experiments
These
were several upon medicinal substances.
substances manifested their full effects upon the
constitution of the lady upon whom the experiments
were tried, by holding them in her hand.
It would readily occur to the reader that in such
experiments, an excitable imagination might produce
important effects and materially modify the results.
The desire to guard against any such delusions Jed me
to adopt precautions to prevent the individuals experimented upon from knowing the name or nature of the
medicine used. It was either concealed from their
sight or so enveloped in paper as to be invisible, and
thus the experiment was generally made in such a
manner, that any play of imagination would have been
immediately de~ected. Sometimes, as in the experiments at New York, the medicine was unknown to all
present until the close of the experiment.
It was thus fully established that a large portion of
the human race may be affected by medicinal substances, eve11 without immcdiatt· contact-a fact which
I now consider as well settled and familiar as any
other in medical science - so much so as to become a
necessary subject of medical instruction ; and in every
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course of lectures which I deliver to the medical class
in the Institute, r state these principles and accompany
them by immediate demonstration upon the members
of the class. Medicinal substances, enveloped in paper,
are distributed among the members of the class, who
hold them in their bands, while sitting at ease, listening to the lecture and waiting for the effect. It
frequently happens that when a vigorous emetic, cathartic, or stimulant, is distributed in this manner, its
impression will be so distinctly recognized by some of
the members of the class, as to enable them to name
it correctly, if they have ever before experienced its
operation as a medicine.
During the present session of the Institute the usual
experiment has "' been made, and the following members, out of a class of about one hundred and thirty,
have experienced decided medicinal impressions by
holding in their bands different medicinal substances,
principally emetics and cathartics.
"CTNCINNATf, January, I 849.
"We, the undersigned, members of the medical
class of the Eclectic Medical Institute of Cincinnati,
have, at the suggestion of Prof. BucHANAN1 performed the experiment of holding in our bands, for
a short time (generally from five to twenty minutes),
various medicines, enveloped in paper, so as to be
unknown to ourselves, except by their medicinal
effects; and we are convinced that in these experiments, distinct effects were produced upon us strictly
similar to those which would bl! produced by the
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action of the same medicines administered m the
ordinary method.
Wm. Owens,
]. Pitts,
Jas. G. Hunt,
Edward Walker,
N. L. Northington,
]. B. Allensworth,
0. D. Brooks,
D. Porter Wooster,
Franklin Talbott,
Alfred Shepherd,
R. S. Finley,
M. T. Perrine,
A R. Brown,
Edwin A. Lodge,

Jason Holloway, Wm. W. Hadley,
J. S. M. Hawkins,
A. Bauer,
Jas. Milot,
Benj. F. Radcliff,
Geo. Black,
Wm. Webster,
Benj. F. White, A Hildreth,
Thos.H.Walters, S. F. Conklin,
W : ]. Wann,
D. A Austin,
C. W. Arnold, Wm. H. Jones,
E. ]. Martin,
Tbos. Robinson,
E. McKenzie,
T. M. Cobb,
A. C. Overton, Jos. Short,
D. A. McCord, H. M. Chatterton,
J. F. Baker,
J.B. Jones,
C. H. Spining,
J. T. Hance,
W. H . Shepherd."

The distinct effects alluded to were such, that in
several instances, when an emetic (lobelia) was the
subject of the experiment, the individual was able to
avoid vomiting only by suspending the experiment.
The forty-three gentlemen who thus testify to the
effects of the experiments upon themselves, constitute
nearly one half of all who actually tried the experiment on this occasion. I have no doubt that if the
experiment had been carefully tried upon all of the
class, at least sixty-five would have felt its influence.
There are many physicians in our country who
possess this impressibility in a high degree, several
of whom are professors in medical colleges. Dr. B.
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L. Hill, Professor of Anatomy and Operative Surgery
in the Institute, authorizes me · to mention him as one
of those who have experienced the most distinct and
perfect impressions in this manner.*
Tpere is an analogy to these experiments, in the
well known fact, that medicine placed in contact
with the skin, especially upon the epigastriurn, are
capable of producing their usual influence upon the
individual. But it has always been supposed that
in these cases a partial absorption occurred, and the
medicine was thus brought into actual contact with
the nerves. Now, on the other hand, it is demonstrated that no such absorption or contact is necessary,
and that the interposition of paper between the
medicinal substance and the band, or cuticle, does
not prevent the physiological impression.
It may, therefore, be recognized as a law of the
nervous system, that it is capable of being affected
by the subtle influences which emanate from adjacent
objects. Influenced by this consideration, I supposed
it probable that those who possessed this acute sensibility would be distinctly affected by contact with
living beings, and would be able thus to appreciate
the influence proceeding from the living nervous
action.
This conjecture was soon verified by experiment.
I found that all persons of an impressible constitution
were sensibly affected by placing the hand in contac.t
•The psychometric capacity wa..~ distinctly manifested by !onr other
medic.'\) professors of the Institute: Prof. ,V, Shenvollfl, l'l'of. n.
\'nnglirm, Prof. H.F. Gatchell, Prot. John King, all well known ns able
scientific writers.
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with the heads or bodies of other persons. The
effect might not be. so prompt or forcible as to arrest
their attention under ordinary circumstances, yet, by
sitting still and concentrating their attention upon the
experiment for a few minutes, a decided effect was
experienced. In this manner, by placing the hand
upon ·the epigastrium of a patient laboring under any
disease, a morbid impression would be experienced,
corresponding to the character of bis case. For the
last three or four years, I have myself become so
sensitive to morbific impressions, that I cannot be in
contact with a patient even for a few minutes, without
being injuriously affected.
When impressible persons thus come in contact
with those who are in sound health, by placing the
hand upon the different portions of the bead or body,
they experience, at each point, a distinct effect corresponding to the peculiar vital functions of the part.
By holding the hand upon the forehead, the seat of
the intellectual organs, they experience an increased
mental acfr()ity. By holding the hand upon the
superior portion of the head, they experience a
pleasant and soothing influence, peculiar to the
moral organs. Upon each locality of the head, the
influence of the subjacent organ may be recognized
-and although the impression is generally of but
moderate force or distinctness, those who have a high
degree of susceptibility may ' realize the exact characfer of the organ touched, and describe not only its
general tendency, but its particular action and strength
in the individual who is examined.
In short, it may be stated, that any person of a
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highly impressible temperament, who will cultivate
his faculties for such investigations, may learn to
place bis hands upon the different portions of the
head, to recognize and describe the action of the
\·arious organs, and to eshmate their relative strength
by the impressions which he receives from contact.
Having thus ascertained that one of impressible
constitution could easily diagnosticate the action of
the living brain by means of contact, I found that
actual contact was not indispensible, but that holding
the hand in close proximity to the head, would
answer the same purpose, though in a far more
imperfect manner. By holding a metallic conductor
in contact with the different localities of the head,
the influence of each organ appeared to be transmitted almost as well as by direct contact of the finger.
Thus I have employed impressible persons for several
hours, in investigating the action of the brain in different persons - ascertaining the positions of organs,
describing their functions, and estimating their comparative strength.
A pencil-case, or any other
convenient metallic instrument, would be applied to
the various points upon the surface of the head, and
thus a psychological survey would be accomplished,
of incredible minuteness and accuracy. After several
months had been occupied in this manner, ascertaining the exact functions of the brain in its different
portions, I was tempted to take a step further in
advance.
It seemed probable that if the psychological influence of the brain could be transmitted through a
suitablt: con<lucting medium, it might also be impart-
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ed to objects in proximity to it, and retained by
them, so as to be subsequently recognized by one of
impressible constitution. Without relating the experiments which established this proposition, I would
proceed at once to the most wonderful experiment of
all.
To proceed with my narrative: It was in the latter
part of 142 that I made the experiment which I would
narrate now - not merely to appeal to the reader's
faith, but to give him an example for his own experimental inquiries. I had clearly ascertained in a young
gentleman,* with whom I bad made many experiments, the existence of extraordinary acuteness of sensibility. In a moment's contact with the bead of any
individual he would discover his entire character by
the sympathetic impression. Reasoning, which I need
not now repeat, had convinced me that he possessed
the power of recognizing a mental influence in any
autograph that he might touch. I was sitting with my
young friend in an apartment in the Astor House,
when I resolved to test his powers. I proceeded to
my trunk and took forth four letters written by individuals of strongly marked and peculiar characters.
I placed them successively in his hands and requested
him to watch the mental impressions to which they
gave rise in his mind, and report his conceptions of
the characters of the writers. He did so, and his descriptions surpassed my anticipations. He entered
into the spirit of each character as familiarly as if he
ha<l been in contact with the individual, an<l described
not only bis intellect and bis principles of action, but

.

.

• Ollar!es llllllan.

.

~

'

·~

Original Skc!clt.

27

even bis personal appearance and physical constitution. He knew not of whom he was speaking- he
did not even know what letters I bad placed in his
hands- yet I can say, without exaggeration, that his
description would not have been more correct if be
had described the individuals from familiar personal
knowledge l
Does this statement, kind reader, appear utterly incredible? I have repeated such experiments more
than a thousand times with similar results, and could
adduce the testimony of thousands who have been the
witnesses or the subjects of such experiments. If
human testimony can establish any proposition, it is
sufficiently strong upon this subject. But it is my
principal object to induce you to perform similar experiments yourself, and thus remove every vestige of
doubt from your mind. My narrative may be wonderful, but you will soon find that you have yourself similar wonders to relate, and will even arrive at some
results more wonderful than any communicated by
this essay, if you persevere in your experiments.
The description of the four individuals just mentioned, was given almost immediately on taking hold •
of the letters. It was not (like a description based
upon physical clairvoyance) a sketch of their external
appearance, and an inference of their characters -it
was a sympathetic impression of their minds, describi~g them from the interior and proceeding forth from
their own consciousness to their external relations and
their physical development. So thoi:oughly did be
sympathize with their views and feelings, he not only
appreciated their position in relation to society, but
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even discovered their sentiments in reference to each
other, and discovered that, between two of the individuals especially, there was an irreconcilable antagonism. So keenly did he feel their mutual hostility,
that, after a time, he requested tbe suspension of the
experiment, as it was disagreeable for him to enter into
their contentions and realize their unpleasant feelings.
As he recognized the feud, which really existed, so
correctly (for the gentlemen in question had been
once associated together, but were at that time in open
hostility), I asked him what would be the effect of
their collision, and which of the parties would be most
successful if any contest should occur between them?
"This one," said he, holding the letter of the stronger
man, "would crush the other." Such was the fact.
They were distinguished medical men, and the one
whose superiority he had so emphatically recognized,
had, in fact, by superior talent and force of character,
defeated and crushed the other in a well known public
contest.*
Another of the letters be recognized as that of a
man of great mental and physical power. He was
one whom I intimately knew - who was as eminent in
• talent, eloquence and virtue, as in political rank.
To obtain the most critical test possible, I requested
my friend to state what he thought would be the probable result of a collision between these two eminent
gentlemen of different professions. This he declined
doing, saying that he did not believe any collision
•Procuring his re1~0,•nl from tlll' clanlr of snr~1·ry. 1,r..J. II, l"liut wa~
tho Mu·:,;1•011, l >r. Uli:1rlcs C:iluwoll tue fouutlct oC t lw colkgc \at J.011isvi Ile)
his oppo11e11t.
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would take place between them. I insisted that he
should give his opinion of the probable result of such
an event, if it should occur. He still objected, remarking that they would both be very reluctant to come
inlo any collision with each other, and would maintain
dignified and courteous relations. This I knew to be
true, as I had been frequently struck · with the grace,
the dignity and the courtesy, with which they met
each other on all occasions. But as I insisted upon a
description of the probable results of a collision between them, he at length pronounced the opinion, that
if any collision should occur, it would go no further
than this- that the eloquent statesman might give a
gentle rebuke, or check, to the other individual, by
which he might slightly wound or humble his pride.
This was a true statement of an occurrence which had
actually taken place ! And the only instance in which
any approach to a collision between these eminent
gentlemen had ever occurred. Delicacy forbids my
alluding to these personal matters in fuller detail. Suffice it to say, that in this first psychometric experiment· of the kind, I was fully satisfied that, by this
process, we might obtain a mental daguerreotype of
any one whose autograph we obtain, as perfect as tht;
physical daguerreotype of the features, obtained by
the agency of solar light.
In the next number I shall proceed with the narrative of my experiments upon autographs from the first
experimental trials to the recent investigation of the
characters of our presidential candidates, Gen. Taylor, Gen. Cass, Martin Van Buren and Gerritt Smith.
Before that number is published I would earnestly
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request that each reader of the Journal should make a
series of these experiments himself, that he may fully
realize their character and fairly appreciate their
value. To do this, select an impressible individual,
according to the method presented under the head of
"Interesting experiments" (in the January number),
by ascertaining whether he is susceptible of attraction.
When you have found an individual who is evidently
attracted by placing your hand near bis forehead
while he is standing erect, request him to take his
seat and bring his intellectual powers to bear upon a
new experiment. If you are not perfectly certain of
his possessing the highest degree of impressibility,
commence with an experiment upon medicinal sub.
stances. Select those of a marked character at first,
such as st£11m!a11ts of capsicum, cloves, opium, &c. ;
emetics of ipecac, lobelia, tartarized antimony, &c.;
cathartics of jalap, podophyllum, gamboge, &c.; nar·
cotics of belladonna, stramonium, hyosciamus, &c.
Request him to sit still and hold any of these sub·
stances between his two hands (his muscles being
perfectly relaxed): let the medicines be contained in
a piece of paper, if you wish to conceal from him their
nature, and let the quantity used be five or ten times
as much as would be required for au internal dose.
In looking for the results, bear in mind that each med·
icine produces numerous and complicated effects, and
that we should not expect its action to be merely
emetic, cathartic, stimulant, narcotic, &c., according
to its classification in the Materia Medica. It we suppose that our patient or subject is deceiving us, merely
because his descriptions do not exactly coincide with
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our imperfect conceptions, we will do him great injustice. Nor will bis experiments always coincide with
each other. The · different amounts of the medicine,
and the different states of his constitution at different
times, will necessarily modify the result.
If, in this experiment, he shows impressibility, by
medicines in a high degree, it is extremely probable
that he will be impressible by autographs. To ascertain this, select from your letters the one which was
written with the greatest intensity of 'feeling and force
of thought. . If you have any written under deep
grief, violent anger, lively joy, or tender love, and
especially if you have such as are opposite to each
other in their character, select the most marked one
for experiment, and place it upon the center of his
forehead. Let him place himself at ease, and quietly
support the letter with one hand, resting the arm
upon some convenient support. Before his taking
the letter, it will generally be desirable to excite the
intellectual organs by gently touching the central
portion of the forehead (just above the root of the
nose) for a few moments. Request your subject,
while the letter is in contact with his forehead, to
yield passively to the impression, and follow the
natural current of his ideas or feelings. Let him
state frankly his . thoughts and emotions while undergoing the experiment, and observe if they differ from
bis previous train of mental operations. If. they do,
then ask him to infer or conjecture from the impression made sympathetically upon his own mind, what
was the mental condition, or what were the mental
peculiarities, of the writer.
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This he will probably be reluctant to <lo. He may
be conscious of a new and peculiar train of thoughts
or feeling, but he will suppose it accidental, or
attribute it to some trivial circumstance. He will
be quite reluctant to suppose that he is mentally
impressed by the letter. If he gratifies you by making the conjecture, and stating that the letter may
have been written under feelings of sadness or grief,
and if, upon ope.ning it, he discovers that his impression was true, he may be struck with the coincidence,
but he will probably think it accidental.
The impressions upon his mind were so vague and delicate, that
he can scarcely believe they were produced by the
letter. It is only after repeated success in such
experiments, that he acquires -confidence in his own
impressions, and learns to speak out freely.
Sometimes you will find your subject capable of
determining correctly only the state of feeling in
which tbs: letter was written. With higher powers,
he will enter more thoroughly into sympathy with
the writer, and appreciate the traits of his character,
the strength and peculiarities of his intellect, his
favo1;te pursuits, his usual relations to society, his
actual position, his rank or office, l'lis reputation, his
general career in life, his age, state of health, personal appearance, and all other peculiarities of his
physical constitution. llh1c/1 more t!tmt t!tis is frequently accomplished, but this much may easily be
verified by any one in the course of a few experiments.
And if we find these things true, to what do they
tend? Do they not tend to solve the problem of the
relations between 11ul'\n Al'\D )11\rfJ :1d
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Does it not appear that something emitted from the
person or mind of the writer, has become attached
to, or connected with, the paper, as if the mental and
the physical were capable of entering into a psychomatcrial combination? That some mysterious influence or mental substance is attached to the writing,
is proved by the experiment. We find that immediate contact of the writing with the forehead, yields
an impression more promptly than contact of the
writing with the hands. When the letter is held
between the hands, the impression is at first local in the hand. Thence it gradually passes up the arm,
like the influence of a medicine, and reaches the
brain, where it' affects the mental organs and gives
an impression of character. We find, too, that while
immediate contact of the writing with the forehead
imparts readily its menlal influence, that influence
may be imparted even if the writing in question be
enveloped in a fold of blank paper; but every additional fold of paper intervening bet ween the head of
the subject and the writing investigated, will retard
the experiment, and increase the difficulty of arriving
at a correct decision. Thus it appears, that a psychological influence, or power, has become attached to
the writing, and is capable of exerting its influence
with different degrees of intensity at different distances.
This leads us, then, to the threshold of the science
which explains the connection between the mind and
matter. If such combinations or unio!ls exist, they
constitute the subjects of a science which mi ght be
analugicall y called Ps;1clt0ln1,r£cal Chemistry.
The
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combinations of mind and matter are continually
occurring in nature. The grains of corn which this
year are growiQg in open fields, unconnected with
animal life, are destined, next year, to yield their
particles to enter into combination with the active
minds of the present generation.
The carbon,
oxygen and hydrogen of the corn, are capable of
entering into this union by means of a well known
process. They do not change their nature, but continue still the very same carbon, oxygen and
hydrogen, with the same chemical powers and
properties. They merely change slightly their
molecular arrangement, enter the cavities of the
human body, and pass, in company .with the vitalized blood, throughout its channels of circulation,
and in contact with the various vital structures of
the body. The elements of corn, after being suitably dissolved, become vitalized simply by contact
w ith the interior of the living orgaus of the body.
The most careful investigations ·of physiologists
have gone no further than this. They show that the
absorbed chyle from the digestive organs gradually
approximates the character of blood, as it moves
toward the lungs, and that after it has passed the
rounds of the circulation (modified as it goes by
various secreting organs), it becomes fully vitalized
and ready to unite with the living organs. Then
where a demand exists for new materials in any of
the tissues, this well prepared substance takes its
place, and by means of contact or union with the
vital tissues, becomes a part of that living, mindobeying machine, the human body.
I->revious to
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this process, the vegetable carbon had no connection
with mind, but now it has become implicitly obedient
to the mind operating through the brain. Thus a
large number of the substances of the material world
are capable of becoming united with the human mind
as its obedient organs, by coming under the influence
of contact with the living body in its interior.
Contact and the nervous influences transmitted
by contact, are the efficient causes of the change
from dead to living substance, by which mind and
matter are brought into union. But if any change or
union is wrought by immediate contact, may not
phenomena of a similar character be produced at a
greater distance? May not the vitalizing and mentalizing influence extend to substances ewrior to our
bodies as wen as to those in the interior?
That the vital influence may thus combine with
inanimate matter, is proved by the phenomena of
contagious and infectious diseases, by the experiments of animal magnetism, and by these experiments on letters. Whether these mental influences proceed directly from the mental organs
to the paper, or are transmitted by the arm and
conducted by the pen, need not be discussed at
present. Suffice it to say, that any highly impressible individual may recognize, in any piece of
writing, the entire mental and physical influence
of the writer.
By appreciating this influence justly, he may
measure accurately the entire mental character.
There are other methods of arriving at a scientific
knowledge of character, or measuring the mind;
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but the art of mind-measuring, or Ps;1c!to-111cllJ1, has
no method of investigation inore perfect or delicate,
and universally applicable, than this, which is, par
excellence, entitled to be called PSYCHOMETRY.
Will you not, kind reader, do yourself the justice
to institute these ex-perimcnts which l have described? I pledge myself, that if you persevere in
them, you will fully succeed. Until you have done
this, let me suspend my narrative.
Meantime,
repeat the experiments as fully as possible which I
have described, and then, when we meet again, this
narrative will be continued, with all the advantages
of positive knowledge and mutual sympathy.
The sublime bearing of these ~iscoveries upon the
question of9he nature and immortality of the soul,
and their important practical application to the investigation of character in public and private life,
will readily occur to the reflecting mind. The
phrenologist will rejoice to recognize in this new
science, a method of ascertaining character far more
accurate and satisfactory than craniology, and the
speculative philosopher will perceive . that we have
reached the commencement of a new era in science. •
In the application of this discovery, a series of
researches may now be undertaken, which will not
only unfold the general laws of mind, but elucidate
the characters of living men and throw a novel light
upon the darker passages of history.
The course of experimental investigation is extremely simple. Any one who can obtain interesting
autographs, and who has a circle of intelligent acquaintance, is fully prcp:ucd for a course of pihlo-
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sophical experiments. I have usual) y selected for
my first experiments, letters written under intense
feelings. The best that I have used, is a letter
written by a gentleman of strong character <3;nd ardent
emotions, immediately after the death of his wife.
The overwhelming grief and agonizing sense of
desolation, with which he narrated the death of his
beautiful and queenly bride, never failed to arouse
vivid feelings in those of high impressibility. In one
of my first experiments, that letter was placed in the
hands of a lady, the wife of Dr. C. of Boston, who,
as well as her husband, was entirely skeptical as to
such experiments. T he first effect discovered was
visible in the tears which she could not restrain.
Several tinies, in other cases, I have simply placed
the letter ua,on the forehead, and left it to tell its own
tale of woe, in the sad countenance and tearful eyes
of the subject of the experiment. Where the sympathy was _thus complete, they were generally able,
upon composing themselves, to inform me that the
feeling aroused in their own minds, was that of grief
- such as would be caused by the loss of some very
near and dear friend or relative. Quite a number
have been able to state, from their impressions, that
the grief of the writer, was caused by the death of
his wife; and some have even vaguely described her
appearance.
When the individual (subjected to the experiment)
was capable of strong emotions of grief, or had met
with similar misfortunes himself, he generally appreciated better the feelings of the writer; but, when
naturally callous to such emotions, be would recog-· - - ·~
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nize the intense and unpleasant excitement, without
appreciating its cause. But the characteristic effects
of the letter were (in proportion as manifested) alike
in all cases - an accelerated action of the heart, a
deeper respiration, a feeling of excitement and
anxiety gradually deepening into confirmed sadness,
an excitement and tension in the lateral and posterior
parts of the head, over the location of the organs most
excited: such were its usual effects. Some who could
not receive any impression from ordinary letters,
could perceive from this a feeling of excitement with
an increased pulsation and respiration. Others could
merely perceive that it produced a serious or grave
mental condition, bordering upon melancholy. Mrs.
G., a lady of vigorous mind, after holding the letter
upon her head a short time, decided that.she felt no
impression; but, as I perceived its effect upon her
countenance and voice, I asked, what had bec:n the
direction of her thoughts? when she confessed, that
she had fallen into a melancholy vein, and was thinking sadly of the utter worthlessness of earthly pleasures and objects of pursuit.
It is necessary that the inquirer should be prepared
to assist and encourage his subject, in their first experiments, to give him the requisite confidence and induce him to scrutinize and report the various mental
operations, which he might otherwise overlook, until
he has learned the nature of his task. It is an effort
of ve;y deli'ca·t·e··, observation . anct· self;conscious scrutiny, for which.,. those will be best qualified whose
minds are well .disciplined in meditation. It is not the •
insignificant and entirely passive character, which will
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excel in such experiments. Talent requires talent for
its appreciation, and the various emotions or passions
would be poorly conceived or described by those who
had nothing equivale.nt in themselves. The philosopher, hero, orator and philanthropist, can be thoroughly and fully appreciated only by their peers;
hence, it is important that the subjects of these experiments should be themselves possessed of sufficient intellectual power and fullness of character, to weigh
and estimate judiciously the intellect and character of
others.
Often have I found the experiment yielding an imperfect result on account of the incapacity of the subject to appreciate the writer, when the same individuai could describe with fidelity others more nearly
akin to himself, with whom he could establish an intimate sympathy.
The agonizing emotions of the letter of grief, above
mentioned, would upon some make no deep impression ; but, no sooner was it applied to the head of the
talented Bishop Otey, of Tennessee, than bis warm
sympathies were elicited, and he felt, as he described
it, the same emotions which he experienced upon
hearing of the death of his friend
, killed by
the explosion, on the steamboat Lucy Walker, and
thus snatched, in the prime of life, from a large circle
of friends.
We should be guarded against relying implicitly
upon opinionfi pronounced in ~this manner, in reference to character, even by those of much penetration,
for unless the judgment be sound and well balance~,
the emotions ai;d passions fully d~veloped, and all
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the circumstances of the experiment fair and judicious,
it may evince material errors.
But, accuracy in determining character should not
be regarded as our aim, or the object of the experiment. Its true aim is, to establish the important
principle, that man possesses a psychometric sense,
or po\Ver of receiving delicate impressions from any
living organism, by means of some delicate, imponderable agency, not visible to the eye, nor known to
the researches of chemistry.
It is important to establish this proposition, because
in so doing, we lay the foundation for valuable
scientific knowledge. We verify an instrumentality,
by means of which, as by the galvanic battery, we
acquire new powers of investigation and analysis.
To verify this pow~r, it is necessary merely to show
that the impression derived from autographs corresponds to the character of the autograph. This may
easily be done by trying, successively, specimens in
which there is a marked difference.
•
The Jetter, expressing grief, I have usually followed
by one of a cheerful character - as a love-letter or
one of lively spirit. Frequently the contrast between
the two would be so striking, as to produce a burst of
laughter, and to convince the subject, by the great
transition of his feelings, that it was produced by
something more than an accidental train of thought.
Yet, sometimes it has been necessary for them to try
the letters, alternately, more than once, to be fully
convinced that their feelings were controlled and
clkinged by the contact with the writing.
Of course any knowktlgl.! or anticipation of the
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character of the documents used, might in some cases
have an inOuence upon the mind of the subject, and
should therefore be carefully kept from him. As the
experiment has usually been tried, by placing the
letters upon the forehead, he has not even seen the
letter upon which the opinion is pronounced. Sometimes it has been placed between his hands and a
handkerchief laid over them, to prevent his seeing
anything. Dut, in truth, these precautions are necessary, chiefly in reference to the spectators. The
subject himself, if he really receives an impression
from the letter, 'Nill find that impression sufficiently
forcible and decisive to lead his mind, independent of
any other suggestion.
A judicious method of questioning, which imparts
no inform_ation by leading questions, but which controls and directs the attention in a systematic manner,
will be important in the initiation of those whose
minds are not already well disciplined, or whose
prejudices prevent their co-operating heartily.
Among the most interesting of my experiments,
have been those upon the autographs of our distinguished public men. A letter from Gen. Jackson,
written to my father-in-law, ] udge Rowan (during
the political campaign before his election) in a
spirited styl,e, was the. subject of many satisfactory
experiments. Among my first subjects of experiment, at Boston, was the Rev. Mr. Kent, a gentleman of pure and pious character - of an active
mind, with a feeble physical constitution. Spending
an evening, at his residence, in Roxbury, I made a
number of experiments, which proved him to possess
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high impressibility, and then told him, I would
demonstrate, that he possessed powers in his own
constitution more incredible than anything he had
yet witnessed, by making him reveal the character
of persons, whom he had never seen, by means of
contact with letters, which he had never read !
He expressed his incredulity and his willingness
to try whatever was proposed. I placed some letters
upon the table and requested him to place his hand
npon them, successively, watch his mental impressions while in contact, and report the result.
His hand was placed, first, upon the letter of grief
- and he experienced the usual saddening influence.
It was then placed upon the letter of Gen.Jackson,
and he soon caught its fiery and resolute spirit; he
rose from his seat, announced his impressions in a
bold, and correct manner, and manifested so much
excitement, that I deemed it necessary to interrupt
the experiment, by removing his hand, in order that
he might become sufficiently calm to estimate the
character and express himself correctly.
Mr. K. subsequently gave me his manuscript
joumal, in which he recorded, at the time, his own
impressions of these occurrences, from which I now
take the liberty of making an extract:
'' He then placed a folded letter wjth the sealed
side only st!en, on the table, and requested me to
place my right hand upon it. The e:xperimenf
seemed to me preposterous; but I remarked, that
whatever, if any, sensation follO\.ved, I should truly
communicate it. I felt nothing in my frame at the
moment, but very soon an increasing, unusual heat
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in the palm of my hand; this was followed by a
prickling sensation, commencing in my fingers' ends
and passing gradually over the top of my hand, and
up the outside of my arm. I felt for nearly .a minute
no change in my mental condition, and stated this.
Dr. Buchanan had given no hint of the nature or
author of any letter he had with him - and I had no
bias or subject on my mind from the day's experience
to influence me. A rush of sadness, solemnity and
distress, suddenly came over me;· my thoughts were
confused and yet rapid - and I mentioned, there is
trouble and sorrow here. There is, too, perplexity
in my feelings. My whole description, taken down
at the time, is in other hands. I could not have
remembered anything more than a general impression
of it after the letter was removed.
"Another letter was laid upon the table, under my
hand. My first sensations were sharper and stronger
than before, passing up in the same manner from my
fingers' ends . In less than a minute my whole arm
became violently agitated, and I yielded to an irresistible impulse, to give utterance to my thoughts and
feelings. A determined, self-confident, daring and
triumphant feeling, suggested the language I used,
and it seemed to me, that I could have gone on
triumphantly to the accomplishment of any purpose,
however subtile or strong might be the opposition to
be overcome. My whole frame was shaken, my
strength wrought up to the highest tension, my face
and arm burned, and, near the close of my description (which also was taken down and is in other
hands), when I retouched the letter, after repeated
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removals of my hand by Dr. B., in consequence of
my great excitement, it was like touching fire, which
ran to my very toes. Dr. B. afterward rend the
letter and signature of Gen. Jackson."
T he language of this letter is as forcible and concentrated as any that ever emanated from the pen of
the old Hero. He declined visiting Kentucky, lest
it should afford an opportunity to his political oppo··
nents to assail his motives and thus weaken the
conficlenc«! of the people, so "that the people,
shaken in their confidence and divided in their
action, shall lose both their advocates and their
cause. Thus the panders of power . mocked the
efforts of the people in former times, because they
were blinded by tlieir arts, or saw them too late to
counteract them.
Their prominent friends ancl
advocates, too, contributing to the calamities by
attempting to fight them with their own weapons,
when it would take more than the strength of a
Hercules to grasp all the plans which these Protean monsters could devise."
When we imagine these and similar expressions in
the letter, backed by the flashing and indignant eye
of the old Hero of the Hermitage, we can well
understand the spirit which was transfused into Mr.
K., and which seemed for the moment an excitement
too powerful for his delicate frame. Neyer did he
succeed more fully in infusing his spirit into his
subordinates, on the field of battle, than it was
infused, on this occasion, into· the meek and spiritual
clergyman, at the distance of more than a thousand
miles, by the agency of that thrilling letter.
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" Cun •Ucll things be

Aud ove1·comc 11s liko :1 ~ummcr'~ cloutl,
'\' lthout ou1· ~pedal woutlcr?"

Ayt: ! such facts may be taking place daily, all
over the world- and may become familiar as the
changes of the seasons, to the intelligent and liberal
portions of society, before the official dignitaries
and wise men · of our learned societies can become
aware of their existence. And why not? Who
would expect a society of learned men, the special
cultivators and guardians of science, as they claim to
be, to know as much of these wonderful sciences now
developing, as the common kind of people, who
have no artificial reputation to risk in expressing an
opinion - no false and inflated conceptions of dignity
and stability to hold them back, nnd who can march

right on, from truth to truth, as fast and far as ~xperi
mental demonstration can lead them! If any of the
young men of the scientific world, unencumbered
with a heavy, reputation, should ' display a similar
alacrity in the pursuit of truth, the phenomenon
might be intelligible; but, when gentlemen of forty
or fifty years of age are appealed to, we cannot but
anticipate that they will be as backward now as they
were in the days of Harvey.
Fortunately, we are not dependent upon their slow
movements. The stream of human life is freshened
every ten years, by substituting, for the older classes
of society, a generation of youth, who have just
entered upon the active duties of manhood, and who
possess the true spiri't of the time. You.rm i\IEN ! it
is to you that I appeal. Each generation advances

;
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beyond its predecessors, as each wave of the rising
tide flows further in upon the shore.
I appeal to all, who are unencumbered by prejudice
or by the inertia of old habits, to realize by experiment, to verify and to know, the things which I have
here asserted.
In my experiment with Mr. K., I noted down at
the time, much of the language of bis description,
when inspired by the influence of Gen. Jackson; and,
however imperfect the report may be, I prefer to give
it as a fair 1llustration of such experiments. As soon
as the exciting influence had begun to counteract the
previous impression of sadness, he remarked, " l feel
anxious still, but I ha\'e strength enough to go through
with it.
" Let it come !-Let it come !-LET IT COME! [His hand was removed from the letter]. It seemed
to me when my hand was on it, I could go through
everything - I had the feeling - I A)C sufficient for
it.
'
" Every time I touch it, I feel more and more of
that resolution - come high or come low -1 feel as
John Adams, when he exclaimed, 'Lh-e or cue-survive or perish, etc.'"
He was asked what was the impression it made
upon his mind- he replied:
"It teaches me that I must watch, watch, watchlook at danger lurking everywhere."
What kind of danger, he was asked" From those who attempt to cramp and do me
injustice - to put me down. But I am sure that if I
do watch, there is energy enough to carry me for-
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ward. I am sure I shall carry my point. I should
know what I was about."
He was asked, what such a man would be fit for he replied:
" He is fit to stand where very few men will stand
- where it is necessary to have determination and
quick decision-where a man must say, that whatever obstacles there are, must be overcome. When
I have any difficulties to overcome, I should like to
have this influence."
Question - What kind of pursuits is he adapted
to?
" Not private: He is a man, among men - in the
world. He would forget the domestic relations - go
into the world and leave domestic affairs to a wife."
Q.ycstion - What would be his leading motives?
"Not personal ambition - but I feel that I can do
what other men cannot do- yet there is a good deal
of vain glory at the bottom. I do not think he can
have the sentiment of religion very strong. I should
feel like a kind father- indulgent."
Q.yestion - What sphere of life would he occupy?
"The highest he could reach."
Q.yestion - How high ?
"Very high-the very top round of the ladder.
He has not solid learning. He has more of impulse
and self-will than of calIF.tlreligious wisdom."
He was asked, how such a character would sympathize with Milton, Shakspeare, Bonaparte, John
Q9incy Adams and Washington.
With Milton, he thought he would not sympathize,
but he would with Shakspeare, especiaJly in his bat-
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tle scenes; he would be totally different from J ohn
°'1tincy Adams - as different from Washington as
passion from wisdom, but "hale fellow well met,"
with Bonaparte.
°'1testion - To what class of men does he belong?
'' To the race of Alexander I What is it that compels me to say these things?"
Ile compared him in reply to several questions to
O'Connell and R. W. Emerson, from whom he differed widely - t<? Burr, who more nearly resembled
him-to Webster, who was merely a giant of intellect, while this man was a giant with intellect enough
to guide him and help him to make hi~self" the observed of all observers." " He is an ambitious, public, popular man."
Finally, without any question to lead him to it, he
named the very author of the letter - remarking, '' it
seems from some foreign, furious spirit, or from wc/z a
man as Gm~. 7ackson."
Ile described him as a man of a strong, nervous,
excitable, passionate temperament, as "just the man
to be a Captain Miles Standish : he would take the
lead- he would . fight honestly - he is proud and
happy in fighting for his country- he would die in
the last ditch before sacrificing his counfry's rights."
There was no little surprise when the letter was
read and proved to be from tl-t\! pen of Gen. Jackson.
Still more was Bishop Otey astonished, when, upon
my first interview with him1 after a lapse of ten years
(during which these discoveries had been made), I
placed upon his forehead this same letter of Gen.
Jackson, to test his impressibility, and, notwithstand-
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ing his skepticism, gave him thus a vivid impression of
a heroic, violent character, whom he at first compared
to Napoleon, and finally pronounced to be just such a
mau as Gen. 7ackson: when he had reached this climax of his discription, I showed him the U:!tter in the
handwriting of Gen. J ackson himself I I whom he was
thus so forcibly describing.
After my experiment with Mr. K., a gentleman
present produced a letter which he wished to make
the subject of a similar experiment. Fearing that it
might be from some one in a state of disease, or whose
mental influence would be pernicious, I required an
assurance, before trying the experiment, that it was
not calculated to produce any 1njury. The following
extract from Mr. K.'s journal describes the experiment:
"Mr. A. Putnam now mentioned that he had recently received a letter, which he should be gratified
to submit to my experiment, and after an assurance to
Dr. B., that it was from the hand of no one who
might impart an injurious physical or mental influence
to me, it was placed in my hands. The same physical sensations were felt as before, though in a much
smaller degree. My mind soon took a decided tone
of sympathy. I felt i1Tesistably drawn toward Mr.
P., and I leave others to speak of the result of the experiment, which certainly was beyond my voluntary
control, charging myself to remember only the amazement I felt, at the truth of my description, when the
letter was read."
In the numerous experiments which I have made
upon this letter of Gen. J ackson, I have never seen a
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more intense impression than this upon Mr. K., but
the varied results have been extremely instructive, in
showing how the same t'mpression is differently recogniicd by dijjcrc11t minds.
The minds of men are not perfectly transparent
crystals, through which the light may pass unchanged,
producing the same image in all. Each has its own
peculiar stratification, which in some way distorts the
fair image of truth, and each has its own peculiar
tinge to color the picture of the external world. Iu
our mental dag1terrcotypy, a perfectly transparent,
ach1·omatic intellect, is one of the rarest endowments
among men·- especially among those whose ambition
and selfish energies have given them a prominent
rank.
The autograph of Gen. Jackson, which alwa)rs imparted a conception of energy and force of character,
produced a very difl~reut conception of his moral
worth, as the individual deciding was more or less inclined to admire his military career. Those who possessed a similar spirit would use the language of eulogium, 'vhile those whose sympathies and opinions led
lhem to act with the Whig party, in opposition to the
General, ~were disposed to condemn some traits of his
character, even when thus deciding by mental impressions, unconscious of their source.
The opinions pronounced were not always in accordance with the previous opinions entertained by
the individual (especially when such opinions were
based upon any erroneous information), but were
formed in accordance with his general habits of
thought, and the standard of character, which he re-
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cognizecl as just. Hence, a public man, overrated by
common fame, would sometimes be brought to his
true level in these Psychometric decisions, and others
less known to fame would receive liberal justice.
The opinion given, appeared to be generally a fair
application of the principles and standard of character
in the mincl of the subject, to the essential character
and spirit of the writer, uncloaked by any disguise,
and uninfluenced. by public opinion, or even the previous opinions of the subject, concerning the same person. Thus, when the Rev. Mr. K. was tested upon
the autograph of Mr. Jefferson, of whom he gave a
fa\•orable description, he expressed much gratification
afterward, at having been thus enabled to obtain so
much higher a conception of the character of Mr.
J cfferson, than he ha cl previously entertained, having
imbibed in early life some prejudice against that statesman.
A lawyer of the democratic party, in Mississippi,
politically opposed to Mr. Clay, and, consequently,
viewing his character through the medium of party
spirit, was ascertained to be highly impressible.
A
number of experiments convinced him of the verity
of his psychometric power. A letter was subjected
to his investigation, to which he gave such a character as has been given Mr. Clay by his ardent admirers-and as he felt the impression vividly, he expressed
himself strongly. When he learned who was the
author of the letter, he at once frankly acknowledged
that he was convinced of the admirable qualities of
Mr. Clay's character, and would, henceforth, renounce
his prejudices against him ! Thus the letter was the
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means of establishing a true mental contaet between
Mr. Clay and Mr. W., by whkh the latter learned
his true charaeter; and I feel well assured, from
their relative charaeters, that if they had mel in
unreserved social intercourse, Mr. \V. would have
derived the same impression from personal association.
In my first experiments with J udge T. (of the
Supreme Court of Mississippi), a .different result
occurred. T he J uclge, though a democrat in politics,
was a man of calm refleCl:ive charaCl:er, and New
England education·-one of the men in whom we
should not look for any mental affinity with the Hero
of New Orleans.
In accordance with his usual
habits, he was slow to recognize the truth of Neurology; but, having seen a number of illustrative faCl:s,
and observed its truth as applied to himself, he began
to pay some attention to the subjeCl:. I fancied that
he was impressible, and made the first trial with him
among the ~embers of my class, by placing upon his
forehead the autograph of Gmx. WASHil'\GTON. His
impressions were vivid and clear- he gave an opinion in forcible and eloquent language, which intensely
interested all around, and was indeed one of the best
descriptions of Washington's charaCl:er which I have
ever heard. Before gratifying his curiosity to know
of whom he had thus spoken, I requested him to pronounce his impressions of another autograph, which
I next offered.
I placed upon his forehead the autograph of Gen.
Jackson . As soon as the spell of the influence of
Wash ington had subsided, he perceived a very differ-
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cnt character, and recoiled from it with an expression
9f aversion, seemingly reluctant to express his opinion. But upon reflection he renewed the experiment,
expressing the apprehension that he might do some
injustice by so hasty a conclusion. He then deliberately procteded to portray the character, not as it
would have been viewed by a political friend of the
General, but just as we might suppose it would have
been estimated by one of the previous education and
habits of J uclge T .-in fact, it was just such a description as might have been heard from the political opp<r
nents of Gen. Jackson, when he was in the arena of
party politics. Thus, the opinions, in these cases,
proved to be jllst such decisions as might have been
expected from the true mental contact of the men
aside from all extdnsic influence.
The psychometric experiment, therefore, does not
infallibly develop a true estimate of men, but tries, or
estimates their true character, by the standard of justice and propriety in the mind of the subject. Its
advantage consists in the fact, that it is a fair trial of
the true man - the essential spirit of his character is
appreciated, stripped alike of the halo of reputation,
the mists of obscurity, and the mt'rage of prejudice.
The man is truthfully made known to those who
decide upon his merits; the spirit of the man is conveyed by his writings, and though silent, he is fully
heard and understood.
Yet it may happen that the writer is so very dissim- '
ilar to the subject, that no proper sympathy can be
established, nor any proper opinion obtained. Sometimes the subject will be able to decide with facility
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and correetness upon one class of autographs, but will
be utterly disqualified for appreciating another class,
especially when he has strong prejudices, or carries
any of his opinions to a fanatical extravagance. I
was much amused with the influence of the autograph
of General J ackson, upon a lady, of strong prejudices,
quite zealous in behalf of anti-slavery, non-resistance,
and other moral doetrines and reforms-there was too
great a repugnance of sentiment, for her to appreciate justly his charaeter, but she was so thoroughly
under the influence of the letter (knowing nothing of
the name of the writer), as to get an idea of his personal appearance, to feel an intense excitement of the
region of Firmness in her o'\·n· head (the usual cffeet
of the letter), and even to feel as if her face, which
was round and full, was distorted in resemblance to
the writer's. She complained of feeling, as though
her face was hard and elongated, her cheeks hollow,
and her whole temperament changed to the energetic
iron tone of General Jackson's. T his physical change
attraeted her attention even more than the traits of
the charaeter, and so vivid were her sensations, that
it was only by feeling her own face with her hands,
and asking those present how it looked, that she could
escape the convietion, that her face had aCtually
changed its appearance . T he idea of a change in
her face, was a spontaneous suggestion of her own,
and surprised me by the extent to which she carried
it. This physical sympathy regularly occurs in such
experiments, whether observed or not. H ence, the
precautions against using the manuscript of those in ·
bad health are often important.
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A young lady, of Boston, of highly cultivated
mind, with a very delicate constitution, was tried, by
one of her friends, in an experiment upon the autograph of an eminent divine. The experiment was
very satisfactory in the .portraiture of his character
and emotions ; but, at its close, the young lady found
a great difficulty of locomotion, which was quite
inexplicable to them, until they recollected the lameness of the writer, Rev. Mr. Gannett, to whose
influence she had been subjected. · In subsequent
experiments, the same young lady found herself so
frequently injured by the morbid influence of autographs, injudiciously urged upon her for investigation
by friends, as to compel her to decline the experiments, for self-preservation.
The extent to which this physical sympathy may
be carried, renders it practicable to describe the
physiological condition of the writer, as correctly
as the mental. Indeed, I have sometimes resorted
to this method, for the purpose of ascertaining the
condition of patients at a distance. The great value
of this method of diagnosis, however, is limited by
the fact, that such investigations may be quite
unpleasant and injurious to those who are employed
in sympathetically describing disease. A long continuance, or frequent repetition of such experiments,
would prove decidedly injurious to their health, but
a brief occasional examination, followed by man,i pulations to disperse the morbid influence and restore a
healthy action, might be undertaken with impunity.
The physiological and pathological influence, which
attaches to a letter, is not limited to that method of
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transmission. It is true the mental influence is more
thoroughly iinparted in the act of writing, in which
the mind is vigorously engaged; but, even in ordinary contact, the influence of the whole constitution
may be imparted, sufficiently for diagnosis, by the
highly susceptible. Thus, a lock of hair, or an
article of clothing, may be made the means of forming a correct diagnosis. In this (act, the philosophic
mind sees but an extension of the law of contagion.
The clothing of the sick, or anything with which
they have been in contact, will, it is well known,
transmit to healthy constitutions their peculiar form
of disease. It is commonly supposed, that this law
of contagion is limited in its operation to certain
specific diseases; but, in truth, there is no such
definite boundary between contagion and non-contagion. All diseases partake in some degree of the
contagious character, and whenever the disease is
sufficiently intense, the number of sick sufficiently
accumulated, the constitutions of the attendants sufficiently predisposed, or the contact with the sick
sufficiently frequent and intimate, diseases are transmitted - not only cholera, yellow fever ·and typhoid
fever, but even diseases of a milder type, may be
thus imparted. And as there is an infinite gradation
and variety of sensibility in different constitutions,
even reasoning a priori should teach us, that there
may be individuals upon whom all diseases exert a
contagious influence, and that this contagion might
be transmitted according to the 11sual laws of contagion or infection, by any substance which has been
in contact with the patient.
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How absurd, then, is the conduCl: of those medical
men, who sneer at the pretensions of mesmerism, and
who refuse to believe in the sympathetic diagnosis of
disease, when it is strictly in accordance with the
history of epidemic diseases. If, kind reader, you
have ever indulged a hasty prejudice against mesmeric subjects, who profess to diagnosticate disease
by contact with a lock of hair, or anY. article of clothing, will you not lay aside such feelings, and observe
how strictly such performances are in harmony with the
laws of the nervous system, and with our own experiments upon medicines and up.on letters. If you have
not yet learned that such things are possible, let me
request you, in your next experiment upon a letter, to
select one from an individual laboring under some
disease or pain, at the time of writing, and observe
whether the subject of your experiment does not
sympathize with the physical suffering of the writer.
After you have made a few such experiments, you
will agree with me, as to the· value of this method of
diagnosis, and you will not doubt that physicians may
hereafter rely upon this method in the treatment of
patients at a distance.
T o develop properly the subject of Psychometry,
in all its bearings, would require a large volume. In
this brief sketch I can but glance at its principal
relations:
I. As a practical means of judging of the characters of men more accurately, than by the aids of
phrenology and physiognomy.
2.
As an assistance to the study· of history and
biography.
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3. As an assistance to the administration of justice, in determining questions of guilt or innocence,
sanity or insanity.
4. As assistant to self-cultivation, by the study of
our own character, and to the education of the young,
by showing their true mental and physical condition.
S. As an assistance to the practice of medicine,
by furnishing a convenient method of pathological
diagnosis.
6. As the means of investigating spiritual philosophy- the eA;slence and relations of the soul, and
the various relations of the living man to the spiritual
world.
As a method of determining the characters of the
living, Psychometry has an accuracy and delicacy
which phrenology and physiognomy cannot possibly
obtain. Phrenology, at best, but estimates the probable tendencies of the character, from the cranial
development. It determines nothing positively, for
it leaves to education and circumstances a controlling
influence. Psychometry determines the actual character, as it was at the time of writing - tracing not
only the essential personal character, but the relations of the individual to those around him and his
entire social position. It enters into the analysis and
portraiture of his feelings, like an intimate friend
speaking from personal knowledge.
I have often tested its powers in relation to myself
and friends, as well as to many celebrated characters,
and thus have ascertained its adaptation to minute portl'Jtitllre. In~eE:d the subj~ct 1 will frequently not only
describe the character of the writer, but spea!t of-·t~e .
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character of lhc letter, the principal ideas which it
conveys, ancl the motives of the writer in expre::;sing
those ideas. Nay more, the conceptions which the
writer may entertain of the person, to whom or of
whom he is writing, will frequently be distinctly
described; and, in some instances, where the person
addressed is one of greater weight of character than
the writer, the idea of him may even take precedence
of the conception of the writer himself.
The sketches of individual character, have often
been so striking, that the auditors could recognize the
individual by the description, while the subject, engrossed in the study of his mental impressions, would
be utterly unconscious of the accurate application of
his sketch to some well-known character. I n other
cases, the subject would perceive its application to
some known individual and declare that he knew who
was the writer.
One of the best portrayers of character, whom I
have found, was a gentleman• of the legal profession
of J ackson, Mississippi, who approached the subject
with great skepticism and was very reluctant to believe in the verity of his impressions ; but, after becoming convinced, would frequently try the experiment to
gratify his friends, who had heard of his remarkable
powers in these psychometric experiments. A few
weeks after I had introduced him to this class of experiments, I learned that he had kept an account ot
his progress in that way, and that he had pronounced
upon one hundred and fifty autographs, without making any very material errors in the whole of his opin
• Charles Scott, subsequently (;hnucellor,
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ions. His success induced efforts to hoax him, which
were baffied by the great accuracy of his perceptions.
A blank letter \\'as given him to investigate. presum·
ing that he would indulge his imagination in giving it
a character, and thus afford a little sport. One of
less acuteness might well have been hoaxed, by describing his own frame of mind at the time, and supposing it to be derived from the writer of the letter;
but Mr. S., after holding it sometime upon his forehead, perceived that no new mental condition was
produced, and concluded, that as no mental impression arose, the pretended letter was void of writing.
Thus detecting the hoax, he turned the tables upon
the hoaxers, by remarking, that the letter was like its
author who presented it, a per.feet blank in sodety.
I t is obvious, that such an experiment would form
no proper test of the verity of these perceptions ; for
most persons, in their first experiments, are by no
means certain whether their mental impressions arise
from their own spontaneous trains of thought, or fro]ll
~he influence of the letter hence they would not be
able to discriminate between a letter and a piece of
blank paper, until a sufficient amount of experience
had made them familiar with the various impressions,
and able to decide positively between the suggestions of
association and the influence of exterior impressions.
Frequently it happens, that the first impressions of
a letter will be vague and even incorrect-the mind
not being in the right mood to sympathize with it and the individual venturing to express an opinion,
before he has had time to perceive the whole character, and weigh its different tendencies.
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T ims, for example, Mr. S., on one occasion, fell
into an error, in the commencement of his description
of a difficult autograph, although he would usually
describe the person with so much minuteness in all his
relations, as to tell the exact political office which he
occupied. When trying the autograph of Judge T.,
above mentioned, he pronounced the writer to be a
lawyer, a jurist, and to be actually an occupant of the
Supreme Bench of the State, which was true. In
other cases be would say, this man has been President
of the United States (if try ing the autograph of one
of the P residents), or he aspires to that office, when
he examined the autographs of presidential ·candi~
dates .
It happened that while Mr. S. and several other
gentlemen were sitting \vith me , in my apartment at
the H otel ( in J ackson, Mississippi) , I proposed a new
experiment, for the gratification of some who had
never witnessed his powers. I selected an autograph,
which, on previous occasions, I had avoided using, on
account of the peculiar d ifficulty of its investigation .
T he d ifficulty in this case (which I will explain hereafter), made it necessary to employ one like Mr. S.,
acute in perception and clear in his judgment, to decide correctly - bnt even he was at first a little at
fault. T he letter was from GENERJ\L LAl~AY gTT:r: .
It was placed u pon his forehead - no one in that region even suspected that I had any such document in
my possession, until after the experiment. After deliberating a few moments he remarked :
" Seems to be dead - no activity in the region of
~e heart- great quietude in the physiological condj-
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.ion - DEAD decidedly. The impressions are less distinct than usual."
In a few moments he proceeded : '' A character of
great benevolence - religion; he is firm and decided.
- his affections an; strong; he is philanthropic, a man
of excellent judgment, rather philosophic ; he would
think deeply, profound!y ; he was a m~n of considerable invention ; he made his own fortune - rose from
humble station. [Thus far, we perceive, he had
caught the character but not fully weighed it, the last
remark being a hasty inaccurate conclusion. J Ile is
well-known - he lives in history. II is percepti\'e
organs are good, he has great obsen·ation, a great
admirer of the beauties of nature - there is more cool
deliberate thought here."
Q..uestion -At what period did he live - in what
kind of scenes did he figure?
, " He figured in the revolutionary war ! "
Q..\.iestion - What part did he bear?
"He bore a distinguished part-was perhaps 111
the Continental Congress.''
OJ.1estion - Where do you locate him?
' ' Not in the United States - in France ! "
OJ.1estion - Why do you say so?
." It rises up before me."
OJ.1estion -To what pursuits is he adapted? What
kind of a lawyer would he make?
"I do not think that that is his field."
OJ.1estion - What would you think of him as a
statesman?
' ' Very well - he is almost too conscientious for a
real politician."
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QJ1eslion-What would you think of him as a military man?
"First rate! calm, dignified, self-possessed, with
great promptness and decision, he would meet it
boldly. There is a great deal of philosophy in his
tone of thought and observation."
Q.yestion- What do you think of his principles?
"They are liberal, republican-he has confidence
in the doctrines of self-government by the peoplehe has no doubt about the problem."
Q.yestion - What reputation does he bear?
'' Very exalted - there is no difference of opinion
- posterity are grateful - they hold his memory
dear - they think him a patriotic, noble-hearted,
courageous man - one who had the interests of the
world at heart- who wished to dispense light and
liberty to all the world : he would not be contented
with any small matter, nor on a small theatre."
QJ.1estion - What of his ambition?
'' He has so many good qualities, I hardly know ;
he would be governed more by high moral faculties
than by ambition."
" He has been in battle ! He was in the battle of
Germantown I That rises up before me! He has
been wounded, has shed his blood ! He was wounded
in that battle ! "
As he had now evidently full possession of the
character, and the' former and latter portions of his
description were rather inconsistent, I asked him to
review the matter and give me his final decision.
He remarked, that the latter portion of his opinion
was more correct than the former, and that, as to
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invention, there was good inventive power, but it was
exercised in planning rather than invention - that he
was deeply interested in the American war, and if
not in the Congress, took a deep interest in that body.
In reply to questions, he remarked, that he had been
imprisoned and escaped- that he had enjoyed a
vigorous constitution - had died. a natural death at
seventy-eight or eighty years of age, and had
probably deceased some eight or ten yenrs sinc;e.
In the latter part of his description, I suppose he
must have discovered that he was describing
Lafayette; but no allusion was made to the name
by him or myself, as such allusions are carefully
avoided in this class of experiments, for obvious reasons. Hence, the habit is acquired of excluding
from the mind any thought of the name of the individual, so as to preserve strict impartiality in following the impressions.
Persons in whom the inferior and occipital organs
predominate, will be inclined to look on the unfavorable side of every character, and will thus do injustice
in their psychometric decisions. But this is not often
the case among those who enjoy this faculty in
high degree. Much more frequently do we find the
amiable faculties so largely predominating, as to lend
n roseate hue to every portrait and disqualify them
for any searching criticism. Such was the case 10
the opinions of the Rev. Mr. K., who indulged
habitually in glowing language, when he found anything to commend. Of this l might select, as an
example, his description of an autograph, which was
placed in his hands, at a private meeting of the mem-
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hers of a Neurological society, in Boston. Not
having been pre!ent myself, his language was
reported to me by a member of the society, as follows:
" I feel the influence of a great man. This man is
a giant, a man who looks broadly, deeply, clearly.
He is a man who holds, or has held, a high political
office - is one who, when he speaks, fixes every eye.
He is the glory of any age and of any land. As an
intellectual being, he is eloquent, thrilling, commanding, irresistable. This .letter makes me feel as though
1 had an audience before me now to address. He is
still at this moment, but he is not dead. He is not
inattentive to what is going on in political affairs.
America is his glory. There is a good deal of the
same feeling that Napoleon had, he said 'I ask only
the glory of France, but I must give all- all to her.'
He is graceful as a speaker, and a torrent in power.
He is past the middle of life. He is a much better
man than his ad,·ersaries represent him. He has the
good of others at heart. He is not a vain man, but
he is proud. He is ambitious, in a good sense: he
feels that he has the power of doing great good, and
is therefore anxious to do it: I feel confident he is a
public man."
Question - What kind, military or 'civil?
. •·Decidedly in civil life."
" He is not in favor of slavery, yet is not an abolitionist. He would leave that for those to take care
of who know most about it."
Q..!1estio11 - Are you sure it is written by a man?
" J am very certain. He is sometillles as c~lm ns
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a child, ancl again as terrible as a tiger - he has the
sagacity of a Franklin, the pen~tration of a Marshall."
Q.µestion - Whom of all our public men is he
most likt;?
" I should say in answer to that, I think the letter
must be from DANIEL WEBSTER/'
It was a letter written by Daniel Webster.
As a fair specimen of impartial description, I might
select the account of Miss HARRIET .MARTINEAU
(the authoress), given me by a lady, in the experiment upon her autograph.
" I think it's a very intellectual person - she is not
wanting in courage at all. I feel that it is a lady.
She has a bold, daring spirit. I feel that I could
almost face the world. She would always express
her mind very freely. I think she is a public writer,
and a great talker too. She is of a very kind, affectionate disposition, always interested in others' welfare. You could not but like her, although she is so
self-satisfied. She is a lady of great refinement and
modesty, naturally - not modesty - that is not the
word, I do not know what word I want. She might
be very sarcastic. If she were going to write of any
people, she would cut them up as bad as Dickens.
She is very resolute. She reminds me some of
Madame de Stael, in her intellect and boldness.''
[This lady had previously tried the autograph of
Madame de Stael. J
Q...uestion-Make the comparison between her and
Madame de Stael?
"Her intellect is like. She is not as dictatorial. I
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should give her a much higher moral character. She
is strictly a moral woman. She is determined to
accomplish whatever she undertakes, and therein she
is like Madame de Stael."
Qµestion-How do you compare her with Bulwer?
"I do not like to compare her with Bulwer, I think
her moral character is superior to his. There is not
so much romance about her as there is about Bulwer,
she is not a novelist. She is too intellectual for me,
1t 1s overpowering. It gives me an unpleasant feeling through my head and ears. My head feels so
tight. There is a ringing in the ears."
Question - How does it affect your eyesight?
"I do not notice any change."
Qµestion- How does it affect your hearing?
"I am not deaf now, but I think I might be if

under this influence long. She is deaf-I know who
it is I"
Question-Who?
" I think it is Miss Martineau, I do not know of
anybody else, that is ·such a woman, and deaf too."

CHAPTER II.
ORIGlXAL Sl\ETCIJ OF PSYCIIOllF.TRY (CONTL"UED).
Vurietics of psrehomctric experiments- Vnst rnn~e of psychometric
power, hlstork. hiogrnphlc, pnlcontologlcal- Old m:muscrlpis - Prnc·
ticnl usr~, 11r1Jitratlou, criminal i111·c~tig11tio11s aml tlNeclion-l'cnctrntiuit powcr-1.luhility to crro1· - Unconscious modllkntion hy fcellug~-Gencral imp11rtiulity -·· 01·crpowcri11g infiucn<'c-Crlticism or
sclf-Apprcci11tion of the young- Ynrious llescriptio11~, John <luincy
A<lnm!!, Henry Clny, Judge I!ownn, Gen. Wn.:;hh11,rton, ""· J•:. Chnnning.
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<le.•cribing unknown nutogrnphs-Rulwcr - Accurate description or
three autographs- Description of Southern orators.

IT is only those ot peculiarly fine, sensitive and
intellectual endowments, who can grasp, at once, the
whole character, and speak of its details with the
familiarity of thorough acquaintance. Generally, the
opinion is formed, in a gradual manner, from a careful study of the impressions, and the character is
opened up to the mind by a consecutive survey of its
different relations. Frequently the writer will appear
before the mind's eye of the psychometric explorer,
with n characteristic expression of countenance and
attitude illustrating some trait of his nature, or engaged in some characteristic act; and, after n time,
he will appear in some other scene, equally characteristic, which has been actually a scene in his life. or
which is a legitimate illustration of his disposition.
Oftentimes the scenes which are thus presented wil)
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be highly picturesque and poetical - happily illustrative of the true spirit of the man. In trying several
autographs upon the head of the Rev. Mr. G., I was
struck with several of his picturesque sketches . For
example, in portraying the Rev. Mr. Bascom, the
eloquent Methodist divine, who rose by his own energies from an hu.mble position, he said, that the first
scene that rose to his mind was an humble forest residence - a small clearing in the woods - the kettles
hanging over the fire from forked sticks - a youth of
studious disposition, cultivating his mind: then various transitions occurred - the country advanced in
cultivation - villages and cities sprang up- the youth
was observed in other scenes, and soon became a
powerful, eloquent, and universally admired orator of
the pulpit. In the autograph of the R ev. Alexander .
Campbell (the religious reformer), he recognized the
spirit of a great leader, partaking somewhat of the
traits of Washington and Lafayette, speaking with a
different kind of eloquence, and amid scenes of simplicity and solemnity. I placed my own autograph
upon his head, and it produced the scene of a leader
or adventurer, marching on toward a distant height,
while a multitude behind were looking upon his progress, and as he looked back he paused to wait until
the foremost could overtake him. He appeared to be
covered, as to his head, by a speci~s of Roman helmet, which rendered him insensible to the missiles
and weapons which he expected to encounter. As
th is was a true statement of my position at that time,
I thought it a happy sketch; for I had slackened my
scientific investigations, and was engaged in propa-
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gating my neurological discoveries, hoping that public
sentiment might be gradually brought a little nearer
to my advanced position in science. Dul, in this case,
instead of locating the scene far off (in adjoining
States), as in the cases of Mr. Campbell and Mr.
Bascom, he said that all seemed to be located in Cincinnati; and the leader, with the helmet, appeared as
if standing about the summit of the first hill, in receding from the river. It also seemed to him, that this
personage had some connecti~:m with a locality on
Lower Market street. This singular remark reminded
me of the fact, that the locality of which he spoke,
near the Lower Market, was, in reality, the place of
my residence in childhood. The helmet, protecting
the head from attacks, was a good illustration of the
mental hardihood, which has made me ever indifferent
to the applause or disapprobation of mankind. I feel
that it is my natural place - my true vocation - to
advocate unpopular truths, and to brave the odium
which awaits those who ask the world to mend its
ways.
When the psychometric inquirer is less imaginative,
the scene which arises to the mind may be rather a
matter of fact than a fancy sketch ; and thus, in our
intuitive conceptions, we find the sympathetic perception of character blending with the phenomena of
simple clairvoyance. For example, I placed upon the
forehead of an attorney, in Mississippi, the letter of a
lady addressed to her husband. He immediately followed the leading impression, and traced it to her residence on the Ohio river, where he observed the lady
and her children, whom he described correctly,
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excepting as to their sex. Sometimes the personal
appearance of the writer will be correctly described,
without reference to his situation. Frequently, the
most important scenes through which he has passed,
or which have been most vividly impressed upon his
mind - or those in the midst of which he wrote -will
rise distinctly in view. Thus the letter of Lafayette
recalled the battle of Germantovvn .......: the letter of
Washington Allston produced a beautiful painting,
characteristic of his style-a poem, written by Ralph
Waldo Emerson, prod1•ced a conception of the beautiful scenery of summer, which the poetry described.
A DRA wmG of a sea-shore scene produced the identical scene in the mind of the lady whose hand was in
contact with the drawing, unconscious that it was not
a piece of writing. She was transported mentally to
the scene, and faneied she could almost hear the humming of the insects in the air.
The material of the writing, or the method of conveying the idea, is unimportant.
The poetry of
Emerson, and the drawing of the artist, equally con~
veyed the scenes which they depicted. It is neces~
sary only for the psychometer to come into contact
with something upon which the author has affixed the
stamp of his peculiar individuality. A drawing or
painting will convey, as effectually as a letter, the
conception of its author, and his mental efforts in its
production. In thus exploring a portrait or a drawing, the psychometer not only obtains an idea of the
artist; but also· perceives the idea whi.ch the artist
entertained of his subject. Hence, by contact w1th a
1
p6rtrait, ·h_e ·maY. desctibe botli the artist and the sub-
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ject of the picture. The same principle is equally
applicable to autographs. The letter which conveys
an idea of its writer, may also convey his idea of the
one to whom ~e is writing, or of the one concerning
whom he writes.
If then, man, in every act, leaves the impression,
or daguerreotype of his mental being upon the scenes
of his life and subjects of his action, we are by this
law furnished with a new clue to the history of our
race; and I think it highly probable, that, by the
application of this principle, the chasms of history
may be supplied, and a glimpse may be obtained of
unrecorded ages and nations, whose early history is
lost in darkness. The ancient manuscripts, paintings,
and other works of art, which still exist-the crucifixes, garments, armor, and other ancient relics, still
preserved-are douotless still instinct with the spirit
that produced them, and capable of revealing to psychometric exploration, the living realities with which
they were once connected. At present, these relics
are barren of significance. Their hidden meaning
lies waiting the future explorer, as the hieroglyphics
of Egypt awaited the arrival of Champollion to interpret their significance. And why should not the
world be filled with the monuments and unwritten records of its past history? It would seem, to the superficial thinker, that man was entirely limited to tradition
and written records for his knowledge of the past;
but physical science proves, that the world possesses,
embodied in enduring monuments, the story of its progressive existence. The geologist finds, in the different strata of the earth, in its curiously mingled and
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irregular structure, and in the fossil remains which it
conceals in its bosom, the history of its various
changes of surface, and of the antediluvian races of
animals which have long been extinct. The huge
Saurian monsters, which he portrays from their fossil
relics, rise before the eye as incredible chimeras. And
O\·er this fertile region, now occupied by prosperous
States, he revives, by the magic power of science, the
antediluvian seas and their strange inhabitants, unknown to ma·n.
The Past i's cutombed i1z the Present I The world is
its own enduring monument; and that which is true
of its physical, is likewise true of its mental career.
The disco\'eries of Psychometry will enable us to explore the history of man, as those of geology enable
us to explore the history of the earth. There are
me11tal fossils for the psychologist, a~ well as mineral
f6ssils for the geologist; and I believe that, hereafter,
the psychologist and the geologist will go hand in
hand - the one portraying the earth, its animals and
its vegetation , while the other portrays the human beings who have roamed over its surface in the shadows
and darkness of primeval barbai;sm ! Aye, the mental telescope is now discovered, which may pierce the
depths of the past and bring us in full view of all the
grand and tragic passages of ancient history ! I know
that, to many of my readers, unaccustomed to these
investigations, and unacquainted with the first experimental facts of this great science, these anticipations
must seem a visionary hope - too grand, too romantic, too transcendently beautiful, to be true. But
observe, that all is based upon familiar ~xperiments,
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and these results are but legitimate deductions from
familiar facts. As surely as the expansive power of
steam' gives premonition of the ocean steamship, does
the power of Psychometry give promise of all the
glorious performance to which I have alluded. The
world, although well acquinted with the expansive
power of steam, laughed at Rumsey, Fitch and Fulton, when they were constructing steamboats: and
when they were careering proudly over our '' inland
seas," the idea of crossing the ocean in .a steamship
was pronounced impracticable, by men of science, up
to the very time of its consummation. How timidly
do we shrink from following an established principle
to its legitimate results!
Does not every psychometric experiment demonstrate an indefinite range of the intuitive power? The
psychometer is not limited to a percep6on of the
thoughts of the writer at the moment, but appreciates
his entire being- enters into his emotions - his relations to society, and his past history. Aye, in many
instances, the whole career of the individual is opened
out before the observer, and he traces that career from
childhood to death. Let us apply this principle.
Could we obtain any authentic relics of Julius Cresar,
of Cicero, of Plutarch - of Pericles, Plato, or Solon
- of Alfred the Great, Confucius, or Mohammed the ancient writings of the Ilindoos, or the hieroglyphics of Egypt - and could we from these evoke
the pictures of the past, as we do from an ordinary
manuscript, how thrilling would be the interest with
which we should listen to this resurrection of lost
history 1
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Why should this l:ile impossible? Does the mental
impression attached to a manuscript ever evaporate, or
become effaced? Da1es the old manuscript cease to be
legible to psychome :ric power when a certain number of years have elapsed? It may be, that there are
certain limits to thesle experiments, or certain difficulties in the way of th,eir extension, but I have not yet
found any manuscript so old as to be beyond the
reach of this method of exploration. The autographs
of Franklin, Washington, Jefferson, Burr, Knox,
Schuyler, and others of the Revolution, gave prompt
and distinct impreslsions. The oldest manuscript
which I have subje ,:ted to such investigations, was
that of a clergyman of the Church of England, in
which the character.> were so antiquated in style, as
to render it very diJ~cult to decipher. This letter,
dated in 1637, appemred to be a solemn protest or remonstrance against slome arbitrary exercise of power
by his Bishop, whiclh he regarded as an encroachment upon his religious principles and rights. When
this manuscript was placed
upon the forehead of
1
1
Judge T., he percei\1ed in it a deep feeling of gloom,
and described it as being such a feeling as might have
been entertained by a patriot, in the dark hours of
our Revolution - by a physician, during the prevalence of yellow fever i:n Philadelphia - or by a protestant, in the time of ihe persecution of the protestants
by °-11een ~ary. I-,e described the writer as a man
of deep feelings and aftections - of strong intellect
and of eloquence - i dined to meditate upon a future
life, and to adopt th ~ pursuits of a clergyman - disposed to resist injust' ce, but to curb himself by relig·
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ious principles - as being a man about forty or fifty
years of age, and existing at some period not Ycry
recent. The Judge possessed no decided capacity for
locating his impressions as to place or time. Dut
others, with a better development of Locality and
Time, have attained considerable precision. Major
P., who had been a great woodsman and traveler,
appeared to decide with b~1t little difficulty, when exploring a letter, from what section of the country it
had been written.
Since, then, there is no limit to the accuracy or
extent of our preceptions, but that which arises from
the imperfect development of our faculties, it is
impossible to set any bounds to the future explorations of gifted individuals. In these days, so rapidly
are our anticipations ·realized, and sanguine hopes
converted into accomplished facts, that I cannot
refrain from thus predicting the future range of
psychometric power, however extravagant the prediction may seem to a portion of my readers. If
there are any who cannot {lt all digest these predictions, let them lay aside, upon their shelves, Vol. I
of the Journal of Man, that it may improve like a
bottle of wine, by age; and when they ha\'C grovrn
old, with a mind expanded by a wider experience of
the progress of knowledge, let them re-peruse the
old volume and compare its prophecy "·ith the living
verification.
But, it may be asked by the practical man, cannot
this power be applied to the daily purposes of life, as
well as to the exploration of history? \Vhy should
it not assist our inquiries into the guilt or innocence
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of those who are arraigned before our courts of law?
I know no reason why it should not. Indeed, I have
no doubt that, with the proper means and arrangements for the investigation of character, a scientific
tribunal for the decision of all controversies between
man and man might be established, which would
come much nearer to exact justice than we can possibly reach, by our present cumbrous judicial system
and laws of evidence. To propose such a tribunal
would, at the present time, be premature ; but there
is no reason why the science should nof contribute
its light to elucidate any obscure facts, or traits of
character, which may have a bearing on the case that
is tried. If the jury, and the public generally, were
aware of the power of Psychometry, the statement of
the results of a psychometric investigation, under
proper circumstances, would have a decisive influence
upon their opinion; and such a statement, from competent persons, might be admitted upon the same
princip1e that the testimony of medical men is often
demanded, in cases of homicide, lunacy, etc., to
assist in determining the facts by means of the
resources of science. I have no doubt that this kind
oi testimony will be introduced into courts, after the
principles of Psychometry have become generally
known and established. In the delicate class of
cases arising from the charge of lunacy, as well
as in those involving high crimes, there are no
methods of exploration which can compare with
Psychometry, as to the power of ascertaining · the
truth or falsehood of the charges. I do not mean
that every psychometric experiment should be taken
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as oracular, but that, when a suflicient amount o(
intellect and caution are exercised in the investigation, the results are accurately true.
If the individual accused of crime, or lunacy, has
written a number of letters during the period
embraced bv the accusation, his mind may be
traced through all the phases of excitement to
which it was subjected, and the truth or falsehood
of the charge clearly ascertained.
A letter, written by a clergyman confined in the
penitentiary, was submitted to my investigation.
T he various degrees of guilt, indiscretion, melancholy, contrition and anxiety which it revealed,
Soon
formed an interesting subject for study.
afterward the man was pardoned. The discretionary exercise of this pardoning power is a task
of no little delicacy and difficulty - liable to great
abuses - while the arbitrary periods of confinement,
fixed by law, have little reference to the proper
aim of punishment - the reformation of the criminal. If the term of confinement were made indefinite, and determinable by the moral condition of
the prisoner, then the observation of his concluet,
and the psychometric scrutiny of bis character, might
determine when, with safety to society, he could b1;
released from prison, or how much more he needed
of its reformatory influence.
As to the detection of crime by this means, there
have been some instances recently, in the United
St:ites, of the detection of crime by means of clairvoyance; and about two hundred years ago, an
humble peasant, in France, ext:rcised the same
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power of which I speak, and in the same manner.
Ile visited the spot where the murder had been committed, and when he came upon the ground, or
touched the instrument with which the deed had
been performed, he was greatly agitated by the
impression which was imparted. By means of this
impression, he acquired an idea of the murderers and
their movements, seized upon their trail and pursued
them from house to house, and from village to village, until he actually found ''them. The wonderful
performances of this man were attested by magistrates and physicians, in a public manner, and were
matters of so much public notoriety at the time, as to
cause him to be presented at the court of Louis XIV.
The establishment and use of such powers, for the
discovery of innocence and guilt, will have a most
salutary influence upon society. I do not mean to
suggest, that any testimony of this kind should be
introduced upon the same auU1oritative footing as the
oath of a citizen, in reference to any matter which he
has witnessed, but merely, that the indications and
authority of science should be appealed to upon this,
as upon any other subject. I do not propose any new
statute upon the subject, or any departure from our
present legal usages. I merely suggest, that when
Psychometry shall take its place among established
sciences, it will, of course, be recognized with the
same degree of respect as qther branches of knowledge which appertain to the medical profession : and,
as the physician is at present appealed to, in a case of
homicide, to determine the probable cause of death,
and the possibility of its having been caused by acci-
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dent, or by the violence of the prisoner-so, when
his rang·e of professional knowledge is increased, he
will testify from the evidence, not only of surgery,
anatomy, chemistry and toxicology, but also from
At the present time, an intelligent
Psychometry.
physician would seldom testify upon the subject of
insanity, without bringing into play the knowledge
derived from phrenological science, or any other
source which might be accessible. ·when I ha,·e been
called upon to testify uron the charge of insanity, in
court, my professional knowledge was appealed to,
without any reference to its source; and I, of course,
testified upon the principles of neurological science,
which affords the only satisfactory explanation of
insanity that has ever yet been given.
Thus will Psychometry, or any other science which
may be capable of throwing light upon the matters
before the court, be brought to bear by men of
science, or other witnesses, whenever the soundness
and authenticity of such knowledge is generally
admitted. In the mean time, those who dread all
changes, need be under no apprehension, as the
change in question can only take place when it has
been sanctioned by the general sentiment of men of
science.
The knowledge of such an improvement, in our
methods of studying mankind, will have a powerful
influence in checking crime. The temptation to
crime arises from tht: hope of security and escape .
But when the criminal knows that the Argus-eyes of
his fellow-beings are capable of tracing him through
all the devious ways of his life-when he knows that
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his secret acts, his criminal designs and attempts, all
lie bare before the spiritual eyc of man-he wlll find
himself compelled to abandon his crimes. "\l\Then thus
society, with all-seeing but benevolent eyes, superintends his movements, and with its millions of strong
arms reaches forth to lead him back into paths of
peace and virtue, there will be an end of the high
crimes"that now disgrace our people.
The recognition and general cultivation of Psychometry, .when among the millions of psychometric
seers there will be men of the highest order of genius,
talent and wisdom, will fully realize these hopes. The
introduction of this science will operate like the introduction of brilliant gas lights into the dark and crime
haunted streets and alleys of a populous city. The
crimes which previous!y revelled in security, will be
compelled to retreat from the luminous thoroughfare.
Not only will the criminal be held in check, but all
of us will feel the monitory and restraining influence
of this kno\.vledge. When we know that, in every
act of our lives, we are tracing a biography which
may be read by a thousand eyes-when \\ e know
that it is utterly impossible to be selfish or vicious and
conceal the fact-when we know that it is utterly
impossible to gain credit for virtue, without having it
in our inmost nature-and that if we do cherish noble
sentiments, they will not be .concealed from the eyes
of those whom we respect-when we know, in short,
that we shall appear to others, in all things, as we
really arc-many will wake up from their hollow and
hypocritical lifc to the cultivation of real virtue ; and
all will feel, in their private lives, the same restrain-
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ing, yd elevating influence which is produced hy the
presence of a good friend, before whom we are
ashamed to indulge any little exhibition of a selfish or
a petulant spirit.
It is true, the passion of secretiveness may at first
rebel against such anticipations ; but this passion, the
source of hypocrisy, lying, false modesty, jealous
reserve, deceit, moroseness and treachery, has too
long ruled and corrupted mankind. The truly frank
and virtuous man feels that there is not an act of his
life which he would fear to have exhibited in the eyes
of the universe; and he who from a guilty shame
recoils, or, from the pure love of mystery, regards
concealment as one of his highest privileges, must be
expected to cherish the old system of mystery, and to
protest against phrenology, physiognomy, psychometry, and every other road to the know ledge of human
nature. To such objectors I would simply remark,
that men will always be eager to form opinions of
their fellows; and, whether right or wrong, thest!
opinions will be cuJ"rent in society, and will form the
basis of our action. The question, therefore, is,
whether we shall have vague notions, prejudices, slanders, and idle gossip, or whether we shall have the
just, systematic, and charitable knowledge of our fello\v.-man, to \\:hich we are conducted by science.
Yet I would by no means sanction the idea, that
psychometric investigations will always lead to
accurate results, or may not be abused and perverted. As law, medicine, divinity, phrenology,
etc., ha\·e all their quacket'ies or pen·ersions, so
will Psychometry, in the hands of the ignorant, the
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unprincipled, the prejudiced, and the reckless. A
psychometric opinion may be as calm, dispassionate
and pure as the thoughts of an angel, or it may be
influenced by all the emotions of love or hate, of
reverence or scorn, which influence our ordinary
judgments. In pronouncing upon the characters of
our distinguished politicians, Mr. Clay, Mr. Calhoun, and Gen'L Jackson, I have often found the
psychometer as decidedly biassed in favor of one,
or against another, as if he knew of whom he was
speaking. Soon after the battles of Palo Alto and
Resaca de la Palma, I was traveling upon the Mississippi, and fell in company with an accomplished
lady, the wife of one of the officers, who had distinf:,'l.lished himself in the service. We were trying
several psychometric experiments, when one of her
friends privately handed me a letter, written by her
husband from the camp, immediately after those
memorable battles. I had already observed, that
her impressions were unusually dependent upon her
fedings, and that she would, in all cases, as she
liked or disliked the character, elevate or condemn
it in her description. I placed her husband's letter
upon her forehead, and immediately she manifested
a lively agitation of her feelings. Her bosom heaved
with the intensity of her emotions - tears came into
her eyes - and she was herself amazed at the tumult
of feeling produced. Yet she declared the impres::;ions to be more delightful than any she had yet
experienced. She was peculiarly charmed with the
character, and when", being a little more composed,
she was asked to giYe her opinion, she exclaimed,
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" Oh, he is the 7.'cry soul of ho11or .'" She then went
on, in a very full description : stated ·that he was a
military man - that he was very fond of huntingthat he was popular in his manners- a good writer
- occupying a rank below that of Colonel, etc., etc.,
-in short, ga\'e a description, which, making some
slight allowance for a "·ife's partiality, was certainly
ver) correct.
The fact, that such emotions should have been
called forth as viYiclly as if she had been in actual
mental intercourse with her husband, when she was
utterly unconscions of their cause, demonstrates the
necessity of caution in all such inYcsligatious. But
it demonstrate~ something important, in reference to
the Jaws of mental association, which may be illustrated also by another experiment. I placed in the
hands of an impressible lady, a letter from her father,
who was dead, and for whom her grief had not yet
been removed. In a few moments, as she commenced speaking of the character, a deep sadness
came upon her; unconscious of its t:ause, her eyes
filled with tears, nnd I removed the letter without
letting her know its source, although she continued
for some days exceedingly curious to know what
could possibly have called forth her emotions so
strongly while holding that letter.
Thus, it appears that there arc deep currents of
feeling, \Yhich flow beneath the surface, without
entering into the daylight ef ro11sciousncss. In these
subterranean streams of emotion (to borrow the
language of poets) heart speaks to heart; and the
magic ties which bind us together in lo,·e, :ire formed
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in the darker chambers of the soul, where reason,
reflection and obscn·ation, have no place.
It is not true, therefore, that intellect is the sole
medium of association. Feelings are linked to feelings, and one emotion arouses another, without our
consciousness or consent. It is not through the
understanding that the orator calls forth the passions
of hi::; audience. Strong feeling magnetically rouses
and moves all withm its sphere, whether there may
or may not be any sentence uttered, which is worthy
of being rcacl.
This mental magnetism may exert its influence
upon psychometric investigations, but will be far less
<lelusi,·e in them, than in the ordinary intercourse of
mankind. The character im·estigated becomes, in
such cases, a passive subject of scrutiny, and not an
acti,•e party to the process, and is thus disabled from
oYerawing or controlling the psychometer. An intelligent and amiable lady of Boston, when scrutinizing
the autograph of a distinguished public man - a man
of science (no longer living), who enjoyed an exaggerated reputation during his life - described his
powers and his influence upon the public mind,
with great correctness, but perceived that there was
a cert<iin lack of soundness in the character; and that
he would be apt to pass for a better man than he
really was. She remarked, that there was something imposing in his appearance and talents, and
that many would be imposed upon by his exterior,
so ns to estimate him much higher than he deserved.
I asked her, how she supposed it would have been
with herself; whether, if she had seen him, she
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would have disco 1ercd his true character, or have
been carried ·awa), like the rest, by his exterior
appearances. Afte1r a little reflection, she replied,
that she would, pnobably, have been carried away,
like the rest, and joined in their admiration . 1 then
gave her the namE~, and she found that it was even
so ; it was the nmme of one whom she had been
accustomed to reve1re, and whose faults she had never
before suspected, a though they were known to the
discerning few. Thus, the same individual manifested, in a psych1ometric decision, a much greater
acumen and power of conceiving character, than in
her ordinary sociall observation. And, although the
partialities of friendship may occasionally interfere
with the correctness of the decision, I have often
found the psycho111eter capable of pronouncing, with
perfect impartialit)I', upon the characters of intimate
friends.
It is necessary, 1of course, that he should have a
predominance of the intellect over the feelings, and
should have sufficient self-control to resist the exciting influence of the letter. A lady of vigorous and
well-cultivated intehect, but of Ycry delicate physical
constitution, who h hd fine psychometric powers, was,
nevertheless, so S} mpathetic and excitable, as to be
sometimes complet ly carried away by the influence
of the character ,, hich she described, and lose all
self-control.
The autograph jDf Mr. Clay, especially, produced
this influence upo :i her. She soon became so possessed of its spiri as to feel herself a distinguished
public character, engaged in matters of great
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moment; and, forgetting entirely the experiment,
she replied haughtily to the questions which I proposed, as though she considered them quite impertinent or insulting.
When we are so fortunate as to meet with an individual who is perfectly clear-sighted, impartial, selfpossessed, and accurate in judgment-and when we
have tested his powers in various investigations, it
will be interesting to submit our own manuscript to his
critical examination. It is so seldom that we find even
a friend disposed to analyze our character, and set
forth, distinctly, our virtues and our faults, that it is no
mean luxury to be able to hear, from a good psychometer, a full and free analysis of ourselves, without
fear, favor or prejudice; and thus be assigned our
true place in the great scale of human character,
while he who decides upon our merits is utterly unconscious who may be the subject of his decision.
He who delights in the luxury of plain, unvarnished
truth, may thus be fully satisfied. He who is aiming
to pe1fect himself in every trait of character, will find,
in the searching yet genial criticism of Psychometry,
the assistance which he needs - the mirror in which
to scan his own countenance.
It is probable that no one 4as ever attained a high
perfection of character- has developed, properly, the·
strength and beauty of his nature - without often
undergoing the searching scrutiny of his own conscience, taste and judgment, to ascertain his deficiences, and learn what additional power was needed.
It is only by patient study, and unwearying attention
to details, that the artist is enabled to produce a
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l-tatue which may be admired. Equally careful and
minute is the cril:ii:al examination which we must
g-i,·e ourselves, if we would attain any high moral
excellence. In th1e rude block of marble, which represents the character of an uncultivated human
being, a beautiful statue lies concealed, which the
gifted and untirinig artist will bring into view. But
the beautiful form of the noble character can be
brought out only by this critical process, and there
are no means withlln our reach more truly efficient in
criticism than Psy :hometry.
To form ancl re{i)rm the character- to build up the
strength of our moral and intellectual nature - and to
ad\'ance continually in all that is worthy of esteem ,
are the noblest aims of life. He who has no such as_:
pirations, has not t:he true spirit, either of philosophy
or of religion. Goodness and greatness are ever progressi\'c qualities. Each act of kindness enlarges the
heart, confirms our1virtue, ancl lends additional beauty
to the countcnan :e - additional sweetness to the
voice. Each act of intellectual power adds to our
treasury of knowledge, and enlarges our range of
thought.
Moral and intelI ctual growth should be the great
aim of life; and, · !though the prevalent teachings of
thl! day are poorl adapted to urge and guide this
growth, he who h: s the assistance of Psychometry,
may find tile mean of discharging his first great duty
to himself.
From the extent of the subject, I must deal in hints,
·rather than expla rntions - in sentences instead of
essays. I must leave to the ingenious reader , who
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engages in these experiments, to ascertain the best
methods of scrutinizing himself- noting his own defects, and applying the appropriate correction indicated by Neurology. I might narrate a portion of
my own experience in self-scrutiny, and in application
of science to personal improvement; but, notwith::;tanding the examples of Rousseau and Lamartine, I
should find it rather difficult to lay aside that feeling
of personal reserve, which is common wherever the
English language is spoken, and which induces us to
shrink from presenting, before the public, trivial details which relate merely to self. But, I can assure
the reader, this study of self is most intensely interesting, since it is through self-consciousness that we
obtain the most thorough knowledge of mental philosophy, and all our studies of this subject become
practical lessons in virtue and happiness.
Self-education, guided by self-study, is the great
duty of human life. For the young, who are not yet
competent to self-study and self-amendment, this duty
must be performed by others. To understand, properly, the immature characters of youth, and the successive course of their development - to appreciate
their diversities, and estimate their latent powersrequire not merely craniology, physiognomy, and personal intercourse, but the sympathetk and delicate
powers of Psychometry. This enables us to understand a character differing widely from our own, and
to appreciate the peculiarities of each, in reference to
an exact scientific standard. All who han! assiduously cultiv·ated themselves, know how greatly their
own characters and mental powers would have been
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improved, if their early education had been guided by
persons who possessed this delicate appreciation of
character, and who could judiciously supply each
defect, until the whole was formed into symmetry.
A good psychometer possesses a sympathetic perceptiof!-, which enables him to conceive a character
very foreign to his own, and even to appreciate the
capacities and unfolding powers of a child. It is possible that, by the proper exercise of this power, the
whole career and probable vices, as well as p~ysical
infirmities of the child, may be so fully anticipated as
to enable us effectually to prevent any serious evil
affecting the moral character or physical constitution.
But these diagnostic examinations will be practiced
principally by means of direct contact with the head,
learning from each organ its exact condition. This
method, which is similar -in principle to the experiments upon autographs, may be appropriately referred
to the essays upon Sympathetic Diagnosis and Nervous Impressibility.
For the practical illustration of Psychometry, I
have selected, from the records of a number· of
experiments, the following reports. The opinions
given were, in all cases, pronounced with impartiality
by an individual who had no knowledge whatever of
the manuscript from which he derived his impressions. Great care was taken, in all cases, that the
psychometer should have no opportunity, by seeing
the manuscript or hearing any conversation about it,
of forming any idea that could bias his conclusions.
Equal care was taken not to propose any question
which, by its leading character, might modify his
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op1ruons. He was thrown upon his own resources
and perceptions for the conclusions which he should
express.
The reader will make due allowances for the
imperfection of an ·opinion formed an( expressed in
the course of a few minutes, by means ·of an impression derived from a single autograph. The various
phases which any character may present on different
occasions- the difficulty of appreciating any one so
fully as to describe his conduct und~r any emergency
- and the difficulty of perfectly portraying our conception of the character, even when rightly conceived
- should induce us to regard with great liberality
any attempt to describe a character by means of such
impressions.
It is necessary, too, that we bear in mind the clifferen! mental positions from which each surveys the
character, and the different degrees of facility with
which the same traits of character would be recognized by different individuals. In the following
reports, the character of JOHN Q.y1NCY ADAMS is
given by a clergyman much disposed to admire such
a character, and to express himself in glowing language. The opinions pronounced on Mr. Clay, by
three individuals, illustrate their differences of character. Mr. S., a well educated young gentleman
from the North, of mild, well balanced character,
gives a judicious, moderate statement ; Mrs. R., a
lady of much ambition and force of character, with
a good deal of philanthropy and radicalism, gives a
bold, emphatic and critical sketch; Mrs. W.~ a lady
of remarkable gentleness and amiabibty, accustomed
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to think wdl of all, is quite enchanted with her
impre~sions of Mr. Clay, and finds him a much
better man than she had previously supposed from
the opinions which, as an abolitionist, she had
formed.
There is much m•ore fullness and life in the portraits, when the psychometer has a proper sympathy
with the subject of 1l1is investigation .. In the sketch
of Dr. Chanmng, by Miss P.- of Dr. IIarney, hy
F. R., and of 1\fiss !l\fartineau, by 1\Iiss N., we perceive this cordial apt1reciation.
The following reports are not presented as extraordinary examples of accurate portraiture, or
remarkable success of experiments, hut rather as
fair illustrations of · \'lrnt might be expected, under
ordinary circumsta ices, with intelligent persons.
They are given, n cit as decisions upon the characters of the parties, but as specimens of thl!' new
method of investiga:lion - a method requiring repetition and caution to conduct to accurate results.
The reports are ~;iven as accurately as possible in
the language of the i:;peakers, as written down during
the experiments.
fany of the reports, from the
freedom of their co :nments, or for other reasons, I
should not consider ' uitable for publication, however
interc~ting in privat •. Without pledging myself, or
urging my readers t'o any undue reliance upon any
single experiment, I would still attach much value tc,
:;uch opinions, whe all the cin:umstances arc duly
weighed.
Jom-r Q....utKCY A J\;\tS - hy Re\·. i\lr. K., 18.H·
After describing the influence proceeding from the
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contact or lhe letter in )1is hands, ?\fr. K. continued:
" I find no disposition to mirthfulness. It is a serious
charackr. I should say, he is deeply absorbed ill
great subjects, and very rarely has a smile upon hh
face. It is one whose whole mental energy and
tenor of his thoughts are all given to the advancement of the happiness, welfare, freedom and prosperity of his country. I use the word coul\TRY
emphatically, because such a mind cannot be
engrossed or much affected by trifling or personal
objects. It is a patriot, a statesman, a christinn, a
benefactor of man, and one who will leave a deep,
a Yery deep, impressiori on the human mind and
history. Ile is in public life, decidedly. He would
be a man others would call forth and confide in. He
would be true to every . trust. He has a religious
conscience. Decidedly he is not a political demagogue . Ile is rather of a phlegmatic character has a solid intellect rather than showy. He is past
the middle of life : the whole influence is weakening."
"llis caution would produce suspicion of him.
Ile would be vigilant, decided, firm, prudent, not
passionate ; ready to listen to all objections, a very
keen observer of men, understands human nature
thoroughly, would not allow self-interest to influence
him, would be firm with opponents, sure that he was
right and would go straight forward. Do not think
he was eloquent, a man of few words and every
word a bullet, to the point. He would not fight a
duel."
'' He has a good intellect, a well balanced char-
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acter, is excitable and deeply moved by everything
which might aim a blow at free institutions, both
literary and political. I do not think he is a poet, he
is lacking in the spirit of poetry. He has lltera1y
power; every subject · would be finely treated; but
he would not show the fire of genius."
" lie is against everything disorganizing. He
would harmonize and be drawn to men anxious for
the security and permanence of our whole country.
He is decidedly a whig. He is a perfect gentleman
of the old school ."
" lI e has a great deal of the character of J OIIN
QyINCY ADAMS, more of John Adams -do not
think his intellect equal to my conception of Webster.
Scch men as he and Clay would be glad to counsel
together. He has the intellect of Calhoun; he has
a broader reach of vision. Ile has such traits of
character as belong to John Qyincy Adams, John
Adams, ;ohn Davis, Judge Marshall, Judge Parsons
and Judge ~haw.
HENRY CLAY- by w. B. s., 1846.
(0..: How does it affect you?) " It is very
agreeable, very bracing in its effects, makes me a
little dizzy."
" He is a man of very clear intellect, and rather a
commanding one, quite warm in his feelings, and
very earnest in whatever he undertakes to express.
I suppose he is a politician, it's natural he should be
one - not a minister - not a literary man by profession; but has a good mincl and likes to use it, to
keep it actively employed. I don't think he has a
gloomy character. He is rather pleasant in his dis-
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position. His manners and personal appearance are
easy, polite and graceful, elegant in delivery, chooses
his language with taste, but is forcible -is a man of
fine feelings and sentiments, although not a member
of the church. _He would not be guilty of anything
low or base, he has a high sense of honor, is affable
to all, is an eloquent speaker, not the most profound,
an eloquent one, agreeable at least. In his domestic
relations, happy and pleasant under ordinary circumstances. His affections are strong, he is kind and
benevolent."
(What sphere of life does he occupy?) " I suppose he occupies an elevated sphere, probably in
political life."
(What would his reputation be?) '' He would be
a popular man ; he might have enemies, but they
would recognize his good qualities. H e is a man of
passion and feeling; it might have led him into some
excesses and youthful follies; may have been wild;
nothing low or mean." ·
(What is his greatest fault?) " His character is
generally good, seems to have great confidence in his
own opinion, but is open to advice ; business qualities
not Yery great, acquisitiveness not large. (What
kind of business is he interested in?) In politics.
(Does he live in town or country?) There is an
impression that this letter is written by a prominent
political character - an image of a country ~ouse
arises."
HENRY CLAY - by Mrs. R., 1844. Impressions
derived from a letter addressed to a committee.
"In person, he is above the common size, and in
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talents above mediocrity. H e has a good moral
character, above mediocrity, being hopeful, conscientious, patriotic, honorable and bencrnlent. I do not
mean that kind of benevolence which prompts persons to gfre alms to the poor - it is a benevolent,
philanthropic feeling, shown in his desire to
ameliorate the condition of man. He has moral
ambition, but he has a good degree of love of
power, and secretiveness. He would be what I
would call a good wire-puller, and would make
others act for him. He has both kinds of ambition,
and wants to be very high. There is a great deal of
self-esteem in it. He wants to be considered not
only a great man, but a good man. I am under a
good deal of restraint, as to speaking of the plans take off a little secretiveness and I will talk to you."
I touched her head on the appropriate organs to relie\·e her, when she continued: "You have relieved
me from a load. His ambition is to be the great man
of the nation. He carries it out in law-giving and
ach'icc-giving- in speaking to people and telling
them what· ought to be and what he would do for
them. Ile is a great planner. He has a good deal
of perception and foresight. His private intercourse
is honorable ; he is agreeable in his circle. He exerts
a great deal of influence upon those with whom he
comes into contact, more in private circles than in public. Ile is liable to misleading his friends, because
hi:; judgment is not sound at all times, not being so
good m; his off-hand perceptions."
" I k is well-fitted for a counsellor or governor of a
state or a large institution. Ile is better litted to direct
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than to carry out. He would make a helter general
than officer or soldier, and would exert a powerfpl influence over his men; they would reverence him and
have great confidence in him. He would exert great
influence in the political world, and make other::; do the
work for him."
" His capacitie::; would he great as a statesman, but
equally great as an orator, or as a jurist; but the capacity of the orator is most developed. He has a
great flow of language, is pointed, uses· a variety of
gestures and has a grt!at deal of artificial or acquired
eloquence. Sometimes there is a great burst of feeling, which carries his audience away. Ile is a great
observer of how his audience take his oratory, and
takes advantage of the impressions he creates in
speaking. His best field is before a mixed mass, a
very large aud1t!nce; a small circle is not enough for
his ambition, he has all the talent necessary to make
the mass consider him a great man. His ambition
finds more food on such occasions ..,
" He is a man of ardent temperament and irritable
passions, but can control his temper. Naturally he is
,·cry passionate and in-itable ; habitually, he can be
calm, placid and pleasing. In public speaking he has
both the passionate and the pleasing ..,
•
" He has more fondness for high living than he
ought to have. I am sure he has never joined the
temperance society, and expect he never will. He
has religious feelings and yet he would be profane;
he has a contradictory character. The worst that can
be saicl of him is that he is secretivc, ambitious, passionate and intemperate. He takes a little too much
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drink. ( 0.: Of what kincl ?) Not very particnlar
as to kind or quality."
'' He is not selfish, beyond ambition ancl love of
power; not selfish as to pecuniary affairs; he would
not stoop to do a mean act for pecuniary advantage.
My head is tight here, as if the brain was about to
burst the skull."
" Ile has coarse ancl violent passions, but he has
well trained faculties to hide them. He is a coarse
man, with ~ very polished exterior- like a beautiful
painting on a coarse canvas. Yet he would be a good
husband, father or relation, and.lvoulcl be rather generous to servants, so they would eYen lik~ him, but
would sometimes be passionate with them. He would
make them love him and fear him."
''The leading motives of his life are mixed ; they
are ambition mixed with a good de~! of patriotism and
philanthropy. The worst parts of his character would
be very little seen or known. lipon the whole the
influence of his public life would be good; he would
be considered a great man. It seems to me he is alive
and somewhere about seventy years of age, or. within
five years."
HENRY CLAY-by 1\Irs. W., 1844.
"It is a person I like - there is something very
clear, bright. It's a person that thinks a great deal
- that. I should have perfect confidence in ; he is a
very happy person, it gives me a happy feeling."
(We wish to know his character?) '' I should give
him a very high character indeed. It's a person of a
great deal of energy, of very cultivated mind, great
strength of character, firmness. Is n't he very
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straight, vcr} upright? .lie 1'.supright ! He is a man
of a great deal of hencvolcncl!, up1;ght in all his dealings, fair; he can face any onl!. I feel a stronger
impression from it than from any letter I ever took.
I hm·e not languagL' to express it. I seem to feel all
at once just what he is. He deserves to fill a very
h igh office, he is very clear, he resembles you in that
respect-he can decide anything very quickly, he is
a noble man. He has great power of expressing his
ideas. Is he a speaker - a public speaker? If he
is, he 's very eloquent. You have no idea what an
effect it has upon me, it gives me such a brightness.
I should think he would be a delightful companion, a
general favorite. If I am not reading him true, none
of them can be true, for I feel this quicker altogether,
the whole character, right off. It is a good character
altogether, he is so noble in his nature. His principles are high; his standard, his aim, is high. He
would be ready to answer anything, to decide anything quickly. Ile is so very clear, he would answer
readily. He is a person that would do a great deal
of good in whatever situation . He is a person of elegant, agreeable mannersJ pleasing to every one. I
should think he was, as I said before, a great favorite.
I am perfectly delighted with him. If it isn't somebody that's splendid, I '11 be dreadfully disappointed."
" If you '11 ask me some questions, I'll be ready to
answer them. Ilisspirit is in me."
(\Vhat arc his pursuits?) "He is a public character. I should think a speaker or writer; at any rate,
something public. As far as I know what a president
ought to be, I think he 'i:: just the man. I would cer-
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tainly make him P :resiclent, if I was the only person to
be consulted. I receive a decided impression from
this letter. I nevi r felt it so very strong. If I only
had language, I couldn't stop talking- he must talk
a great deal."
(What kind of speaker is he?) " There would be
perfect stillness wlilen he is speaking. I've said befort!, that he is verl~ eloquent. l think he'd interest a
large public audie1 ce. I think he's a favorite speaker
- brilliant."
(What are his a 1ims in life?) "His aims are high,
as I said bt!forc. I should think he's a very witty
man-very lively in disposition. Ht! 's very unselfish ; he aims rath~~r to do others good than himself."
(As to temper, what do you say?) "I think he's
irritable and quick, but he has an exct!llt!nt disposition: he governs tris temper very well, but he's ve1:y
quick naturally; lfo 's very excitable-very candid."
(Can you compare him with any other characters?)
" I've compared him with you in the clearness of his
ideas. He has tli is great strength of character and
energy ; he is not depressed in spirit, as most people
are, who have su :h an intellect as he has. He is
smiling; his feelinps are ardent and lasting, true and
earnest - he don't do any thing half-way. I havt! an
idea of his eloque ice and intellect- his strength being like Daniel vV !bster-but \Vebster is not so smiling and cheerful. I would like to fed always such
strt!ngth and ener IYas I have now."
(Is there no one else hut vVebster, whom you can
compare him to?) " There's a great deal of firmness; he's a grc . t thinker. I don't Lhink; I can't
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compare him, I have too poor a memory- can't call
up any body so iis to compare him. He's a great
man. 1 don't know any body that he 's like, altogether."
(I wish you to find some fault?) "What is that
[touching the region of affection J? I feel a great
heat there . He has great fondness for a country life
- for the beauties of nature. Who is this? The
faults do n't come to me; he 's very quick tempered.',
(Ilow would this person compare with Mr. Clay?)
" Ile 's a better man than I thought Mr. Clay was. I
shouldn't think such a person would keep slaves.
This person seems more noble and elegant in his manners than I supposed Mr. Clay to be."
JuoGR RowAN, by G. C., Esq. Impressions deriYed from a political manuscript.
" A sedate character, dignified, elevated- no taste
for levity. There is a love of investigation - ' a loYe
of o'rder and arrangment in investigations, as well as
in other things. This person, as a lawyer or politician, would endeavor to conYince by the most familiar
and plain arguments. He would be powerful in debate, cogent in argument, and plain in his inductions
and explanations. (What of his pursuits?) His
mind is accustomed to legal investigations, and
adapted to political. I think both, at times, had engaged his serious attention. (What is his rank as a
lawyet?) Very high as a reasoner; he would stand
first as among the most talented. He is not withou!
\'ery strong feelings, and has power to appeal to the
passions. Yet declamation was not his habit. But
he would arouse . ~he feelings powerfully b)· the
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strength of his perceptions and force of elucidation :
the passions would follow the judgment, and both
would be aroused."
(What as a politician?) '' He would exert his reasoning faculties, and attain a very high rank. His
mind would be better adapted to the Senate than to
the House of Representatives. I should think he had
been in both, but preferred the Senate. (What of his
manners?) They are bland and dignified. (Domestic character?) Very fine, kind, affable and dignified, not harsh. (As to females?) Most refined and
elevated; he would have friends among them; they
would like, respect and venerate him. (Is he living,
or dead?) He is dead. (To whom would you compare him?) I have an impression that his mind ts of
the mc..del of Judge Rowan's. (How is he as to parties?) He would analyze their principles, and act
freely with that which he thought correct; he would
not be led by either party into advocacy of principles
he did not believe correct. He is an honest politician.
He would not leave his party, but would not act with
the party when he thought them wrong. He would
be the peer of any man as a statesman or a lawyer."
Judge T., in giving his impressions from the autograph of Judge Rowan, described him as, in personal appearance, somewhat such a man as Webster
- large, dignified, etc.; a calm, deep-thinking, pureminded man, of far-reaching intellect, great pride,
honor and honesty - a democrat in politics, but not
carried away by party; a man of great depth of
feeling, who would be "overwhelming" in eloquence when his feelings were aroused. In giving
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this opinion, the Jucage h~mself, a very calm, methodjcal man, recogniz :d, readily, the legal ability and
moral elevation, bu~t did not perceive the capacity as
a speaker, until a r some reflection. Not only the
character of the p ychometer, but the character oi
the autograph, is important as to the interest of
the opinion pronounced. The psychometer partakes
of the character ofi the writer, and modifies his sty,le
accordingly.
Th~ most eloquent and beautiful
opinions which I have ever recorded, were pronounced upon the autograph of Judge Rowan, by
a young lawyer of the South, and a lady, who ma~e
their investigation in conjunction, and expressed
similai· opinions in 5lowing language.
MILITARY HERIOES-May, 1846.-A letter on
public business, reilating to the war, written by a
distinguished old General, was plac~d upon the forehead of F. R., a y ~ung gentleman of education and
talent. His rematiiks were : '' I feel pleasant, selfsatisfied - it excit ~s the occiput and crown of the
head-I cou1d m1ke a good fighting man.now. I
would like to see 1it going on. I feel older than I
was just now, fee like an old manJ in fact -yet
l feel tha same disposition to see fighting go,i ng on.
J !.:now who i't i's, from my feelings- it is General
There is no use guessing any more
about it."
H aving thus tru' y detected the authorship of the
letter, with so much certainty, that he refused to say
anything more, I ext placed upon his forehead an
autograph from G JNERAL WASHINGTON, he immediately proceeded, llS follows :
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'' l feel a greater sensation in the perceptive organs
over the eyes, a sWldling of "the nostrils and a feeling
of defiance. I shol!lld judge he was a man of intellect. Certainly, wl~cn he took a course, he would
pursue it to the end. Nothing can alter his determination, neither pe suasion nor force."
(Q.: What pur ,uits and sphere of life is he fit
for?)
" For a statesman- bold, independent and straightforward. He wouljtt make a good soldier, too, if he
had opportunity- .rt good commanding oflicer, who
could plan well and perceive advantages. (\Vhat of
his moral character?) He is a great man. H e has
a great deal of wh t I call force. (How docs he
compare ,\•ith other ·nen ?) He has a great deal more
force - greatly excels them in power - he is still
planning, but on n larger scale - he thinks more
profoundly, acts from greater motives and on a large
scale. He is supeJior to the ordinary run of great
men - might be est"mated among the first class - a
much greater man than Jackson, because he had
more int~llect, but Ii e would resemble him 111 torce of
character. I feel the excitement extending back from
the perceptive ovei; the moral organs and crown of
the head. I consic er him a great patriot - a man
of great justice - let justice be clone though the
heavens fall."
(What is his apnearance ?) "Tall, commanding,
he woul<l look mor • like my idea of GEORGE W ASTI11\'GTON, than any 01 e else."
Rnv . W. E. Crr NNING - by Miss S . W.
" I feel perfectly calm. I have a burning heat in
my forehead, acro1'5 the middle of it.''
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" I don't think the person is in perfect health . Ile
is not ''cry strong, physically- he had more strength
of mind than body. He understands himself Ycry
well. He would be a good abolitionist - he would
say: Freedom far all ma11l:i11d. I think he's very
warm. generous-hearted. I think he is entirely
interested in the welfare of others - he is self-sacrificing - he would deny himself comforts for the
benefit ,..o f others.
Isn't he engaged in the antislan·ry cause? - it seems to me he is. He'll be a
true friend to the slave. It seems to me he is a
public lecturer, or something of that sort.
It is
a person I should be willing to trust myself with.
I could rely upon his word; he has good judgment
- he is not excitable - you would always know just
where to find him. There is a great deal of romance
ahont him. He is a great lover of nature - he would
be Ycry fond of poetry. He might write it; he has
great strength of sentiment. I don't think he's known
as a poet, but I think he can write poetry, very S\\ieet
and beautiful. He has beautiful ideas, and expresses
them beautifully. I think he must be subject to fits of
melancholy. I feel sad. He was a man of tender
feelings, easily wounded. I would like him right
well."
REv. W. E. CHANNING - by Miss P., January,
1844.
'' Another sadness affects me - but it is not a moral
sadness, but a holy, tender feeling. It deepens the
other, contrasting the two men - not much physical
force. I feel strength to bear the ills of life - not a
strength to fight the battles, but a soaring above them
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- so high that they cannot reach me. This person
would be considered a sort of abstraction by many.
Some of his friends feel provoked that he does not
make more of a stir; they are ambitious for him, but
he knows best what is his soul's good. They are proYokcd at the very things for which they should reYere him. He is spiritual. His choice would be
private life; but, circumstances would call him somewhat into public. I think he might be a clergyman
- he has moral courage. He would not be practical
enough to take an active part in the reforms of the
day, but he would aid them by writing. Those writing might not be sought after by the generalitymight be tedious to many. He writes deeply- a
merely receptive mind, without much activity, would
not profit much by them- must be in a similar state
to his to get at what he says. An appreciation of true
wit- a contempt for vain attempts - would have a
strange joy in what the unappreciating might call his
vagaries-' He has meat to eat which they know not
of.' He is fitted for another sphere of existence - too
sublimated for this . . I reverence him - should feel
his lighest word - it would dwell on my ear, and if I
did not then understand, the means would come when
I was prepared. The form of his sentences •.voulcl be
peculiar. Appreciates the fine arts - loves poetrysonnets, perhaps. He loves philosophy. He cares
for society differently from most. He is an observer
- a thinker. His internal activity is great. He would
hear beautiful music - internal harmonies - lives an
inward life. He would not seek the society of the
gre3t, l,ut of those who live more naturally. He is a
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dark-haired person-is not selfish, but so lost in his
thought, as not to regard the comforts of others. I Iis
mind wears out his body. Better for him if his
thoughts were less occupied-if he had to make more
physical exertion. He makes me feel brighter, happier, stronger."
DR. J. M. IIARNEV, of Kentucky, author of ChrystaUina, etc., was a man of decided poetical genius.
He was described as follows by F. R., 1846.
" I am impressed with the gorgeous beauties of nature.: lofty mountains - lovely landscapes - tumultuous ocean. Nature appears in her most lovely panoply; my mind is on the mountain , the billowy
ocean the valley, the distant city. I'm in the country. A feeling of the sublime impels me to contemplate Deity through his works. It is the sunshine of
poetic feeling - nothing morbid. No disposition to
speculate on man . 1 'm far from the city, in the
country. I feel as- Coleridge in the vale of Chamouni, except that I see the ocean. I have the feelings
of Byron in the Alps, except that I see no thunder
and lightning."
" I think the writer has little of the epic - is not
like Pope ; he has the inspiration derived from the
beauties of nature. He has a vein of chaste and delicate sentiment. He resembles Byron ; he has more
of the fire of poetry than Goldsmith. He is very
much like Scott, but there is more softness. He has
less .philosophy than Shelley. He has a vein of sentiment: he is, perhaps, nearer to Bryant, than any I
can perceive. He has originality, but not much invention. He is evidently a literary man , of taste for
elegant literature and history.
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hy :Miss S. "\V.
(What do you think of this person () " I should
think it is a person of very high intellect, indeed.
(Male or female?) It does not seem to he a male;
but if it is a female, it is a very uncommon person.
lf it 's a female, she is very masculine."
(Give me a positive answer.) I think it's a female;
she's a tremendous thinker. It is a very haughty
person -very dictatorial ; there is very great strength
of mind. She is very fearless, indeed. She'd make
a good president, or a good queen : any one would
fear her, yet would respect her. Everything that she
said would be Jaw. I wouldn't dare disobey."
· (What are her chief aims?) " She's a great
writer - a very powerful woman.''
(What of her moral character?) "I should think
more of her mind -her intellect- than of her morals.
She is a very hard person to understand. She
wouldn't condescend to notice common people. I
don't think she's remarkably conscientious. I don't
think there's any spirituality about her, at all. She
thinks too much of worldly things. I Ier mind is
wholly upon literary pursuits - nothing else. I think
she's sincere. She might be rather satirical. She'd
tell you just what she thought, whether you liked it
or not. She is dignified, retiring, cold, distant. I
never could get acquainted with her; I never should
try to. Every body would respect her - every body
would want to know her -very few would take any
step toward intimacy with her. It seems as though
my head would burst with thinking. She would think
a great deal of having a high reputation; ~he desires
fame; she's not Yery ea~ily excited."
1\lADAl\m DE STAEL -
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(\\'hat is her reputation?) "She is by no means a
cypher in lhe world's estimation. ~he has a high
reputation. She is deserving of it."
(Is sht! li"ing, or dead?) "I can't tdl. She 11ever
thought of death. I .can only think of her in the
world. I 'm in doubt about it. (Why?) I don't
like to think of her as being dead. She would die
like a hero - she would n't be afraid to die."
(Can you say any thing more of her moral character?) "There seems to be a vein of selfishness. She
would do good when it came in her way, but would
not put herself to any inconvenience. She wou!d not
be self-sacrificing. I should not fancy her in the
domestic sphere. She might be harsh, jealous, irascible."
(What sort of wife?) "Not affectionate - determined to rule."
( Is she American or foreign?) "I think she is a
foreigner; certainly a most manly personage."
(What is the style of her writings?) '' There would
be a great deal of vehemence and loftiness: noble,
rather pompous - no, not so much in writing as in
common conversation. Her thoughts are perfectly
natural ; she writes without restraint. I can see her
pen fly. I never knew such a woman ; there 's nobody on earth I can think of, that seems like her."
(Can you compare her to any one?) ''No; I can
compare her to some I have read of in novels, to Ma
chere Mere, in ' the Neighbors,' one of those masculine women.''
(You can't say whether she's living or dead?) " I
l;1 ink she's dead. (Why?) I don't know; I don't
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like to think of her as dead. There's nothing hea,·enly about her. She's better filled for this world,
than for that holier sphere. She's not so moral as
she ought to be; she has some morality without any
religion."
(Have you heard of Madame de Stael?
"Yes·
(How would the character suit her?) I think it is
her - yes, I know it is."
MRs. L. M. CHJLV - by Bishop Otey.
'' It seems to be sprightly, witty, humorous - a
laughing girl, full of social feeling. Her sprightliness ·covers up a cleep religious feeling. She would
like to make sport for her friends, but there is nothing
malicious about it. She has great philanlhrupy. She
would be deeply intere:;ted in the sublime objects of
Nature - has a great relish for such things. ~he
would be seriously interested in music and the Jine
arts. Her animal spirits are great, but she would
not jest upon sacred subjects - in such matter::; :she
i:s very sincere. She possesses very superior powers
of mind, which would enable her to fill a wide space
in the public eye, but does nol seem tu have the
ambition for such distinction ..,
BooTH, THE Ac:TOR by Mis:s S. \\!., 18H·
••More t:xcitement lhan Miss Martineau. Il makes
me tremble. I don't think it's vcrv intellectual.
should think he might be rather wild - one uf those
ranter:;.
He':; very active, n:ry bold - rather
haughty. Why, what is he ! He would like lo
make n good appearance in the world - lo he
admired, Flattery would hurt him - he can't bear
it - he h~i:; too much self-esteem.''
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.. He's a public man of some sort, but I don't know
\\hat to do with him. He can't be a lecturer. I
don't think he has mind enough to write much.
I must put him on the stage. That's the best place
for him. It makes me tremble so. I can't think he's
a very respectable character. He might be a great
mimic - take any one off to perfection. Is he a
play-actor? I don't know what else to do with him.
I think he might be a good actor, but I don't think
he'd be much ~ff the stage. I don't think he's a very
moral man. He's some great star. I thought, at
first, he was very comical, but I don't think he is
now. I think he'd take to tragedy. r:ie has a good
memory. He's an actor - has a very high reputation - people would make a · great rush to see
him."
(What do you say of the soundness of his mind?)
·· He is not a man of great or expanded mind. He's
rather feeble-minded - he seems mysterious. (How
is he regarded as to this matter?) I don't think he
is perfectly sane. I feel in doubt about it; I can't
tell. (Is he living, or dead?) I think he must be
living."
ROBERT FULTON- by Mrs. P.
" I feel it up my arm - makes it ache - feeling of
stupor has gone off; feel very cheerful-like the
writer very well - pleasant, cheerful fellow- imaginative, kind - hearted : seems a young man, not
attained to what he might be - feds as if he had the
power to be anything ht! chose to be - full of high
hopes of achieving fame in some way, by doing
good to his country. He is full of patriotism - not

112

Original

S~·ctc!t.

old enough yet to have lost his joyousness. and
become disappointed at all. He will bc successful.
" He is dead ! There is a feeling of indes-:ribable
l'adness, as if some one had been cut down in the
bloom of youth, with bright prospects before him.
llc was fu 11 of noble feeling- had very fine intellectual capacity - full. of beauty. I feel that he was
too young to have achieved much : he had a consciousness of power. but was too young, or else had
been carried away, and not turned his powers to
account. I feel as if he had died before he accomplished anyt!1ing. I feel as if he had difficulties, and
did not realize his dreams. He was rather a disappointed man. He died, disappointed, in the midst of
his undertaking - disappointed in men, disappointed
in life. He has left some fame - not what he might
have left if he had lived and justice had been done
him. He was an American-a Northern mandead some twenty years - belongs rather to the past
than the present."
The letter upon which this opinion was pronounced,
reads as follows :

'' Nmv-YoRK, 1Jfay 18, 1812.
"Dear Law - Have you forgot the Ganges?
What active measures are yon pursuing to carry
you r well-co1iceived and highly important plans into
effect, as soon as possible? Time, you know, is
precious. lt is so important an object, that I am of
the opinicm one of your sons should immediately
come here, and go from hence to England; and, if
encouraged there, to India. What are our friends,
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lhc friends to science and the arts, doing for the
patent law? Shall mind, which governs matter,
have no protection, while a field of potatoes, the
n1lgar labor of mere vulgar hands, is barricaded in
protecting laws? Shall war stare us in the face, and
the laws give no inducement for genius to deal
destruction to our enemies? If every member of
Congress had the mind, the soul of a Lorenzo de
Medicis, would not the country, by eucouragement,
exhibit works of genius which would give dignity to
our character, and make us respected? Write me
soon . Yours, etc.
"Ron'T FULTON."

The lady by whom the foregoing opinion was pronounced, was remarkable rathl:!r for the delicacy and
strength of her emotions, than for the power of
investigating character. I give the experiment as
an e~ample of psychometric portraiture, frequently
occuring, in which the leading impression or tuut
ensemble will be painted, rather than the specific
details of the character and life. The power of
describing the general impression and sentiment,
which is associated with the letter or the life of the
writer, is much more common than the power of discovering the particular facts.
T o a correct reasoner, these imperfect experiments
con::;titute a complete demonstration of the psychometric power. Indeed, the most meagre of our experiments are sufficiently convincing, when impartiallr
examined; for, in describing any individual, each
trait or featu re of his character would admit of at
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least a hundred different descriptions, of which only
one would be true. The probabilities, therefore, are
I\ hundred to one against the correctness of each
statement; and the entire truth of the description, ff
it ~vere mere guess work, would be a coincidence
beyond the utmost range of probability. If an artist
should attempt to paint the portrait of an unknown
inclividual, without any hint by which to guide his
fancy, it is perfectly certain that his fancy-sketch
could not, by any admissible possibility, become a
true portrait. If the portrait should prove a faithful
one, it would be impossible to convince any one that
the artist had never seen his subject, and knew not
his namt!, country, age, sex or pursuits. So, when a
psychomeb·ic portrait proves correct, ·we are compelled to believe that the psychometer has had some
means of satisfactory observation, and that a true
portrait has not been painted by accident.
The demonstration of a psychometric experiment
is so complete, that no objection can have any
material weight, excepting one which is based upon
its truth. It may be affirmed that the psychometl!r
derives his impressions, not from the letter, but from
the minds of those around him - that he has a
sympathy with them, ·which enables him to interpret
their views, independent of any impression from the
paper. To those who have witnessed many mesmeric experiments, this suggestion has much plausibility; and I would not deny that, in some cases,
the sentiments of those about him may influence a
very sympathetic individual, and modify his conclusions; but these extraneous influences arc not the
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source of his impressions. If he holds the letter in
his hands, he recognizes its impression as commencing at the point of contact, and traversing the arm
to the brain, giving him an idea of the character only
after the brain has been impressed. If it is held on
the forehead, he perceives the influence more readily,
which is diffused from the letter over his head, and
which affects distinctly the particular organs that are
most highly excited. He perceives that the letter is
the source of his impressions, and if it should be
enveloped in paper, each additional fold of paper
increases the difficulty of receiving the impression.
The immediate contact of the writing is the most
efficient means of communicating the impression, and
the different portions of the manuscript frequently
communicate different ideas, according to the tenor
of the writer's thoughls.
The same opinions will be given by the psychometer in the presence of different persons, whether they
have or have not any idea of the character of the
autograph. He can exerci:se the power as well
alone, as he can exercise any of hii:; other senses.
Ile can take a letter, the moment it has been received
from the post-office, and investigate its character
alone, before he has opened it to learn its source or
contents. The psychometric power is a power of
indepe_n dent perception, not derived from the opinions
of those about us, but exerted like the sense of sight
or ~mell, by our own independent action.
To demonstrate, more clearly, this independence of
the psychometer, I have frequently had opinions pronounced upon autographs, without myself knowing

n6

Origillal S!.::ctclt.

the names until th~! close of the experiment. In such
cases, the opinions Wt:!re as bold and as accurate as
wht!n J knew the st1bject of the experiment. In 18.f4,
I selected the a ~tographs of Dr. Spurzheim, Sir
Edward Lytton Bnlwer, the novelist, and Ellen Tree,
the actress, and placing them upon the table, retiuested Miss W. t10 examine and gi\'e her opinions of
the manuscripts belore her. She proceeded to investigate them withop t my knowing which of the three
she had .selected (herself totally ignorant of the nature
of the autographs). When they were examined, at
the conclusion of the experiment, I found that her
opinions had been given as correctly as in other cases,
having readily recognized one of the characters as a
female, and the others as males.
EDWARD L. BUJl..WER-by Miss vV. (AfterSpurzheim.)
(Is it like. the o1ther ?) "He 's a calmer sort of being. I think the person would rather sit clown and
read and write, than any thing else. I think he's
very serious, very thoughtful, very imagi'nativc.
He's not a very qctive man. I think he's a public
man, but I don't llhin.k he's a professional man or a
politician. I guess· he is n't very sociable ; he 's a solitary sort of being~ he likes to be by himself and not
be disturbed - he 's very intellectual. I think people
generally like hin better than - - "I should n't jlltogether fancy him. (Why?) I
don't know what but there's something about him
rather repulsive. Ile can be very refined and polished, but he is n' : always particular to be so; he's
either a public sp aker or w1·iter. I've either heard
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him or read his writings. I don't think he improves
any by speaking or writing. I think he hurts himself
in some way. I think he 's a great lover of nature;
he has a very fine way of desc1;bing it-would make
yon realize it."
"It's no one that I know. I only know him from
something that I 've !)eard or seen. He might preach
up good doctrines, but he would n't always practice
them. I think there's a great deal of romance about
him. I think he 's a writer, but I don't think that
what he'd write would benefit society mu.ch; he's
more a writer of romance and fiction. It don't seem
he 'cl c,·cr speak or write upon the r eforms of the day.
I don't think I'd like him much; he don't seem to
take the right ground - he is n't refined enough."
(What 's his domestic character?) '' He 's a great
literary character. I can't think of any thing else.
He's kind-hearted, and disposed to treat people well.
I think he might be agreeable, but not very talkative."
(How toward his wife?) '' He thinks more of his pen
than of his wife- might preach up good doctrine,
but would not practice it. He'd always be kind and
pleasant enough, but he 's more engaged in other
things."
(What are his leading aims and tendencies?) '' I
thi:1k he wants to please the people, whether it is true
or not. I don't think he 's very conscientious. (Has
he any philanthropy?) Yes, I think he has, not to a
very great degree. (Is he republican, or aristocratic?) Rather aristocratic -very stately and dignified. (How as to taste in writing?) One would be
excited in reading his writings, but I don't think they
would require a great deal of thought."

JI8
.\CCURATF. DESCRJl'TIOX FRQ)l TllREE .U'TOGRAPHS.

A description from lhe autographs of Dr. Spurzheim,
Dr. Caldwell and Dr. Buchanan, given in 1852 by
lwo gentleman whose intelligence and superior capacities qualified them to give accurate opinions, was
published in the Journal of llfan at the time as an
example of psychometric accurncy. Dr. Caldwell
was at that time living and quite old. He was a
gentleman of commanding stature, dignified, energetic, imposing in appearance and manners - more so
than any member of the medical profession I have
ever known. He was bold and honest in the pursuit of
truth and a vigorous controversialist. Among learned
men he was the most distinguished champion of
Phrenology and also of Mesmerism, notwithstanding
the opposition of his colleagues. The force of his
character overcame opposition. Dr. C. had led a
distinguished career as a medical professor and
author from the time of Rush until 1850, in Philadelphia, Lexington and Louisville, and was the first
medical professor to do justice to my own expe1-iments and discoveries in 1841-42.
D r. Spurzheim the associate of Gall, after a brilliant
career in Europe, was received with great honor in
Boston, where he died in 1833, before he had time to
extend his labors beyond the city. Pierpont said in
his ode to Spurzheim:
" Friend of man, of God the servant,
Advocate of truths divine,
Nature's priest, how pure and fervent
Was thy worship at her shrine."
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When the descriptions were published Mr. Pierpoint, \vriting of this artick, said: "The last number
of the 'Jo11r11al of 1J!fa11 has greatly interested me,
especially in the Psychometric Department, as I hm·e
had the pleasure of a personal acquaintance, more or
less intimate with all the three ·distinguished philosophers whose characters are psychometrically given Spurzheim, Caldwell and Buchanan. They are all
clone admirably-yes, marvellously. I. cannot conceh·e how their respective characters could have been
more truly, more faithfully, or more discriminatingly
drawn."
These descriptions are condensed in the following
abridgments of the reports which brive the salient
points.
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT.

•

SPURZHEJM.-(Mr. T.) I think this individual is
diseased. There is oppression of the lungs and
chest, with difficult, laborious, painful breathing; a
good deal of prostration of the nervous energy.
(Mr. P.) My first impression is that he is not living.
His forehead was wide, high and prominent. His
constitution was strong, his head large, full and
predominant in front.
CALDWELL.- (Mr. P .) ·He has a large person,
full chested with vigorous lungs and circulation, and
I suppose a heavy beard.
BuCHA;~AN.- (Mr. P.)
This person has a large
head, about six and a half inches by eight.• The
brain projects antedorly, laterally and superiorly. His
• 1'he exuct size
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head is very hroad on the top, round and full.
The individual is living, actively engaged and in
health. (What is the relative length of the three
heads?) The second is longest in proportion to its
breadth. The third is next longest in proportion to
its breadth. The first was nearly round. The second
is smaller as to cubic contents. The first and third
differ but little m cubic bulk. The third is rather the
longest antcro-posteriorly, and is broadest at ideality
and cautiousness. This one has not so large a body
but has good vital stamina. His head is out of proportion to his body. He is not so large as the first and
second, though he may be tall. He has less muscular development.
These descriptions are remarkably accurate. The
dimensions of the heads are precisely correct
GENERAL CHARACTER.
SPURZHEIM.- He

is not developed in celestial
spirituality but much more in intellectuality - more
engaged in studying the externals of Nature, the
forms and relations of spiritual things than the
internal or celestial. In life he had a good deal of
intellectual power - the perceptive and reflective
were equally developed and exercised. He was a
hard student, a continuous thinker. There is considerable firmness and decision with physical force and
energy . He was a man of free thinking, liberal
mind. The mainspring of his action was a feeling
of trust, benevolence and philanthropy. He had a
grave, reflective mind, but not a great deal of
vivacity. There was not much spirituality.
He
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wuuld invcsligate thoroughly before expressing an
He had a steady self-reliance but no
opm1on.
egotism. He is governed by a steady purpose to
accomplish the great object of his life. 1t was not a
mind of spontaneous genius but of elaborate intellect.
As a speaker he was grave and impressive, not
sprightly but dignified. When excited he exhibited
power and made a deep, lasting impression. His
desire was to benefit the whole community, by
developing science, enlightening them, and enabling them to understand the laws of nature under
which they live.
CALDWELL. -This individual is fully developed in
the intellectual region. He has considerable ideality
and imagination, is impulsive and excitablP., reasons
from analogy - is ardent, energetic, bold, fearless.
This one has more active conspicuous ambition connected with personal notoriety. He has more egotism,
the former more modest dignity. He lives more in
the present- the former will live in the future. The
former is more original - this seems too impulsive for
a very patienl investigation. He is polite, graceful,
vain, showy and courtly in manner. In speaking he
is engaged in making active gestures. In controYersy
he is disposed to be bitter _and sarcastic. When
aroused he seems to have an inexhaustible fountain of
intellectual material. Ile could attract more attention
personally and have an influence wherever he went.
The other would have a more creative mind producing
ll10se things which would last forever, while this
would be more brilliant for a time. He aims to be
conspicuous and lofty in the eyes of the world. He
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would be better fitted than the other for political
and fashionable life.
3. BucHANAN. -A very clear, bright inttilect;
great natural capacity - free and spontaneous in its
action critical and philosophic. llis mind is inclined to
scientific and philosophic investigation. He engages
in it with a good deal of energy. Thi:s mind to be
appreciated belongs to the future. He has self reliance but no vanity. He has clearer and more accurate perceptions than No. I and comes more directly
and correctly to conclusions. He belongs to a later
period in the progress of science and is more brilliant.
Mort! philosophic and better balanced than No. z, - a
more active temperament than the first.
He is investigatip.g some philosophic scientific subject. It is the main object of his life to develop,
found and establish it. It is not in referenct! to himself but he seems inseparably connected with it. Ile
is not pursuing jt for honor or personal fame, but for
the love of truth. He is willing to live only in the
future or be denounced in the present, It is one of
the most pleasant living autographs I have ever had
on my forehead. He is governed by caution in his
investigations, which are scientific ratht!r than political or literary. His labors have not been duly appreciated. His ambition is intellectual - not with the
force and energy of the second. There is no activity
in acquisitiveness. He can grasp a great deal and
make it comprehended by others - e,·crything is clear
- he is an architect of ideas. Ile will survive either
of the others in reputation as he has a greater capacity for creation ancl draws ideas from sources the others
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cannot reach. This one belongs to all future time not to the present; the second belongs to the prei:;ent.
T he first will be enduring but being less creative will
not endure so long as this.
In the Journal of Jlfan for July, 1851, was given a
description of six of the impassioned orators of the
South. Henry Clay and Judge Ro" an of Kentucky,
John Randolph of Virginia, S . S. Prentiss of Mississippi, Col. Jos. II. Daviess of Kentucky and Gov.
McDuffie of South Carolina. The descriptions were
all faultlessly correct, and• after all had. been described
the following summary and comparison was made by
the psychometer.
CLAY is the most intuitive and best adapted to a
popular audience. H e could make the most friends,
but would have less logical power than either, except
Randolph or perhaps Daviess.
R owAN is the most powerful as an impresi:;ive
speaker with most of the stern dignity that overawes.
[Judge Rowan on account of his commanding
bearing was commonly called '' the Old Mo~1arch."
As a criminal advocate he very rarely failed to acquit his client.]
PRENTISS would have the most uniform mental
action of a calm, well-balanced character. He would
have the copiousness of Randolph with more originality and versatility.
RA1'nOJ.J>H is the most sarcastic, with the leai:;t
_courtesy and mural refinement. He has the best
memory and the greatest exactness. ·Randolph hi.s
the mo::.t intense excitement, Clay the most sui:;taincd
action of the brain. Rowan has a full, well-sus-
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tainecl mentality. McDuflic a more intense but less
uniform actJon.
DA vrnss would compare with Prentiss and Clay.
llc would have more ideal pleasantness and enthusiasm, but less of oratorical power. (The early death
of Col. Daviess at the battle of Tippecanoe robbed
h'1m of a brilliant career. Ilis name was honored in
lllinois by the memento'' Joe Daviess County.")
McDuffie would be distinguished by greater vehemence and stubborn will.

CHAPTER III.
LATER D 1'~\'F.LOP :"ifF.X'l'S.
Poem - tJulvcr;iuJ neglect o! p~ychometrlc tliscoveri.'Js-Enrly experi·
mt·ms with )It'. lmn:m -Delfon<'y ot the psychometric !uculty-Privncy
ucr<>~l!Bry to it~ Lc~t <'on<lillons-LcNnrc hcfore \\'omen's Club- Ex·
perhnl'nts in Xew York In 1$';$ - 1',~·chomrtrie gcnitt~ or Mrs. Dr.
Hnyt:1••n 11ml :\!rs. Det·kcr-l'revious life 111111 remarknble experience:!
or )fr;.. JJ. -8cn,ihililie~ •kn•lopNI In my~elC- Impressions in the
mind nllectiug pnrticulur ori,rnui<- l'robnble contagion ot mental conllithms, C~P<'d11Jly ill \\"111111 di111atCs - \ 'ast extent Of such Influence~ Tclopathic phc110111c1111 in I1uli11-l<'umilinr cxpe1iments with :.fr~ . n.
- l'crsonul cxperic•nc·cs ht l':<y«hometry -Xominal p,.ycbomctryAugelo (.;nrdcl:• cleseribc<I -Theory of l',<ychomctry- Impre1<slo11s
llerh·c,l from blank pup<'r - Dcs«rivtion of Carlyle- Phenomena or
catnly"ls 1111<.i «Untul't lmngl's -Tltl'ir rcl:llion to vitul processCJ1- 'l'hl!
use of pictureM-.\11 irnlex only nccdeu- "'i<le rnnge or p syehomct.rlc
1iowcr-l 'sc or nmucs aml i11\'e.~t.ignt Ion of <1ucstlo11s-Tndcpeuucoce or
..ontnct-:Exnminntion of ~late~ 11nd ~enlc'tl lctteTI! -Of mlncrnls - Its
finnnchtl lmportunce -1 mprc.sions from the back or written pnpcr Importuucc of religious questions in l':<ycbornetry- Invc~igution or
the founders or religion-conclusion~ us to Chrlstinuity-Competeuce
Qt Psychometry to re~torc nil the p1L~t, dlSJ>C'uxlng with records null
mo1111menLs-Psyeho111cti·y l>rtfiCtl on L"TCITJO;o(-'l'hc Divine element in
mun - '!'he bAAis ot ull lrn111n11 lntelligencc- _\ 11l1~onizctl by fnlsc skeptlcnl nnd mctuphysicnl pbilosopbizing-Scimwe Jlrcpnres for the temple of philosophy to be erected by psycbomcllic power - 'J'hc world's
progress uepcmls on Its most spirltuul vowcrs-\\"ordsworth quotctlMo<lern nnt11gonl~m to the psychic-Tc~timony of C'uhani•, E~d11ile, Morenu de Ii• Snrthe, null St. Gregory- I l o~tilit~· to the p~ychic clc111<'11l~
of Greek philosophy nnu ot Chri~tiuuity- It>; euuse :mimali,.m null
false eclneution- Psychometry lc•n<l~ to n hl~hrr soda! condition Power of the intuitlonal 111r11llic!! in the pnst-Wlly hns in»esli;..'Ution
heen neglected- Jnt 11iti011 illustrutc1l by Y.d1okke- 'l'he rcceut ll11rk
11gC!!-lntuition in rcllgionshi~tl)ry-lntutlon in ,\u;;tralin, nr. llolm•·r.

I wandered with an earnest heart
Among the quarried depths of Thought
1:25

And kincllccl by the poet's art.
I clcftly wroug;ht.
l wrought for Beauty ; and the worl<l

Grew very gr~~en and smooth for me,
And hlossom banners hung unfurled
On every tree.,
Upon my heated. forehead lay
The cooling laurel, ancl my feet
Crushed buried fragrance out, the way
Had grown so sweet.
And Praise was servant of the ear
And Love dropt kisses on the check,
And smiled a passion-thought too dear
For tongue to speak.
nut one day the ideal Good
Baptized me with immortal Youth
And in sublimity of mind, I WROUGllT

•

FOR TRUTH.

Oh, then instead of laurel crown,
The world entwined a thorny hancl,
And on my fore iead pressed it clown
With heavy h .md.
And looks that used to warm me, froze.
I lost the chee1r, the odor :>\\ cct
The path of velvet; glaciers rose
Before my feett.
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Yet truth the more divinely shone,
As onward still I sought to press,
And gloriously proved her own
Almightiness.
- Angus/a Cooper Br£sLol.
This beautiful poetical utterance embodies as much
of truth as beauty- as is well known to all loyal adherents who stand in the body guard of Truth. The
psychometric discoveries which should have flashed
around ·the world at least as speedily as the discovery
of a comet, a shell, a plant, or a new chemical combination, were very unanimously ignored. No college
gave the subject a thought, no cyclopedia mentioned
1t, until against the protest of the learned corps of
contributors, the publisher of Johnson's Cyclopedia
introduced my statement of the principles of P sychome~·y. The science was heard of only through my
own magazine and the liberal medical college, which
against a bitter opposition we had successfully established in Cincinnati.
I place these facts on record as a warning to the
coming generation against such disloyalty to truth and
the spirit of honest investigation. Denton's marvelous work in three volumes," T11E SouL OF TnJNGs,"
was almost the only evidence that Truth . had . a-ny
courageous and philosophic votaries in the. spne1:e·of
psychic science. In " Isis ...U~veiled/ tl)at vast,
learned and marvellcius'.workt of Madame Blavatsky,
there was ·a •.generous' 1•ecognition, as its learned
authoress was famiiia~· with the extraordinary realm of
fi'ci.ence in which psychometry belongs - her language was as follows (vol. 1, p. 182 :)
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"This faculty is called by its discoverer, Prof. J.
R. Buchanan - Psychometry. To him the world is
indebted for this most important addition to psychological sciences; and to him, perhaps, when skepticism
is found felled to the ground by accumulation of facts,
posterity will have to erect a statue. The existence
of this faculty was first experimentally clemonstratecl
in i84I. It has since been verified by a thousand
psychometers in different parts of the world."
The experimental demonstration in i841, was
merely the recognition of impressions from the living
brain. It was not until i842 that I discovered the
power of estimating psychic existence far away from
the living person by the writing, and it was this fuller
de\·elopment of the same faculty which compelled ine
to coin the word Psychometry.
Let me now sketch the progress of the science from
its publication in the 7ournal of 1Jfan and in my
Anthropology, to the present publication, in i885.
The first developmet)t of the psychometric power
which I found in i842, was that of Charles Inman , (a
younger brother of the celebrated artist), with whom
I discovered the power of autographic Psychometry
at New York. Mr. Inman enabled me to make the
most minute surveys of the cephalic organs. He
could define tht! functions not only by touching with
his fingers, but by using a pencil case or a small
metallic rod to touch the various parts of the cranial
surface. In doing this he caught impressions of the
most minute gradation and variation of functions, and
it seemed to me from his descriptions that he recognized
the boundaries between the convolutions where the
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change was more 1 arked than in passing along the
course of a convolution. I felt a strong desire to
take some bald h ad and map on its surface the
positions of each convolution by psychometric exploration. :Mr. I., hcwever, was of too delicate and
anemic a temper, ment for a perfect exercise of
Psychometry, and sometimes ga,·e negative statements of functions \'hich should have been described
in more active manifesthtion, so as to mislead me
somewhat in the nomenclature.
The sens1t1ve ,~dicacy that belongs to the
psychometric constitution is ill suited to public displays of the faculty. When the most delicate
psychic faculties r e engaged in a profound and
cliflicult investigation, the presence of a large, expectant company would be too great a disturbing power,
especially when th • company is in a state of intense
curiosity and ske ticism. The psychometer, like
all profound studer ts, requires quiet and seclusion
for his best efforts. I do not deny that persons
accustomed to publi~f speaking, may, if psychometric,
exercise their powt rs on the platform, but I have
always avoided such exhibitions.
The nearest
approach I ha\'e 'Miele to it was in April, 1874,
when I addressed lhe New England Woman's Club
in Boston. The Globe report of this occasion stated
'• There was a la ge assembly present to welcome
Dr. Buchanan, in :luding many whose names are
prominent as write rs and advocates of measures of
reform." After th lecture •' a psychometric circle
was formed from ~ole of the ladies present, and slips
of paper containit a the handwriting of a certain
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individual to them unknown were given to each and
they were requested to press them against their foreheads until they experienced some sensation and
then announce il." From those who proved r~ost
sensitive " Four persons were then selected and
letters given them, and the autographs of the writers
pressed against their foreheads. This was most successful, the ladies all experiencing some definite
sensations, and one lady declared that the writer was
a person of great firmness of character, another that
he had a high ideal, and still another that he was a
great reformer and benefactor of mankind. Mrs.
Moulton, who seemed to experience this influence
more strongly than the rest, said that she thought
that he would stand about where Theodore Parker
did."
In fact, Mrs. Moulton gave a good description of
Theodore Parker, evincing fine psychometric capacities. Mrs. L. C. Moulton is well known to the
literati, especially by her poetical writings. Under
proper circumstances Psychometry may be displayed
before a select company, but the vulgar atmosphere
and influence attending a public exhibition have prevented me heretofore from adopting that method of
propagandiSm. In select companies, however, we
have had many delightful evenings. The superior
delicacy of the female constitution renders the
psychometric faculty a much more common endowment of females than of males. It is well known
that color blindness is much less common a~qng
females, and some recent experiments at the University of Kansas have demonstrated that females have
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a more acule ta1'tl' and could detect the presence of
foreign matter in water more readily. A large
majo1ity of femail.:s between sixteen and twenty
years of age evince psychometric capacities.
After my removal to New York in 1877, I formed
a small psychometric society of ladies which held
many interesting meetings for the cultivation of their
powers. In the society, Mrs. Decker (now Mrs.
Buchanan), and Mrs. Dr. Hayden displayed a more
delicate, yet vigorous and brilliant capacity, than I
had previously been accustomed to.
lVIARlA B. HAYDEN, M. D., chiefly in consequence of her psychometric genius, was one of the
most skilful and successful physicians I have ever
known. About thirty-five years ago she visited
England with her husband, Dr. W. R. Hayden, and
introduced spiritualism to a distinguished circle of
intelligt;nt people. Through her agency, the venerable Robert Owen was converted from his benevolent
agnosticism to a still more benevolent spiritualism,
and Bulwer was enlightened in reference to truths for
which he had no other use than to weave them into
tissues of romance. Contaminated by his moral
unsoundness, the gold of sacred truth became the
Returning to
pinch-beck of theatrical mystery.
America she graduated in medicine and conducted
for over fifteen years a medical practice so entirely
successful that her name was forgotten at the Board
of Health from not having for several years a single
death to report.
The psychometric talent of Mrs. Hayden was very
successfully employed by the president of the Globe
,;
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Life Insurance Company in protecting the company
against losses in insurance on lfres, until forbidden
by the bigoted stupidity of the board- a folly
which contributed largely to the ultimate wreck of
the company.
Mrs. H. was greatly retarded from attaining her
proper professional rank hy her sensitiveness and
modesty. When offered a medical professorship, for
which i;hc was eminently qualified, she firmly
retused it. The sphere of a medical college is
certainly not attractive to a woman of refined sensibility.
MRs. CORNELIA l I. DECKER was a lady of distinguished appearance with that remarkable delicacy
and spirituality of manner which is generally associated with psychometric genius. She had li\•ed at
Hudson on the Hudson River during her married life
in circumstances of ease, exercising a kind hospitality to persons of liberal minds, and to the con~picuous
representatives of spiritualism, in which she was much
interested.
Her graceful hospitality, her exquisite musical pow
ers and bright inspfration were highly appreciated.
She manifested the highest forms of the intuitional
power and coming events were sometimes depicted to
her vision with startling reality. A remarkable illustration of this was her vision of the wreck of a steamboat opposite Hudson, and minute description of the
event nearly twenty-fonr hours before it occurred, in
1850.
She retired to rest as usual but in the night she had
a \'ision that seemed a reality, nml greatly disturbed
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her. She ::.ecmcd to be standing on a hill on!rlook·
ing the river and ~aw a :;teamboat coming clown lhe
river with lhe speed stimulated by racing competilion
until it struck upon a projecting rock and was
wrecked. There was a light snow falling as it appeared, and soon the bells of the city were ringing an
alarm. The boats appeared rescuing the people who
were struggling in the water, and carried them to the
\'illage of Athens on the shore opposite Hudson.
The scene made so deep an impression that she
could sleep but little more, and the next day she narraled the whole to her famlly and friends. In the
eYening she was visiting with some friends and when
the gentlemen of the family came home at night they
described the wreck which had occurred that evening
just as she had seen it in every particular. The next
day walking out to view the wreck, she found hersdf
standing at the exact spot which she seemed to occupy
in her vision when she saw the boat wrecked.
In my first experiments with Mrs. D., I perceived
her great delicacy and accuracy of psychometric perception. Intercourse with good psychometers appeared to cultivate the germ of the psychometric
faculty in myself. My mind has always seemed
clearer and more delicate in conducting psychometric
experiments than at any other time.
I succeeded once when Mrs. D. was a few miles
north of my location in New York in getting a per·
ception of her mental condition at the time, and when
our intercourse developed a mutual esteem and affection, I found it practicable to make her aware of my
sentiments and purposes in her absence without Ian.
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guage or correspondence. I found too that when
attending patients with sympathetic interest their condition would affect me so that I would be aware of
their suffering at the very moment it occurred. A remarkable instance of this occurred when in 1879 I
was at the village of Owego, about two hundred
miles from New York. Between two and three
o'clock in the afternoon I felt an impression which
made me aware of the illness at that moment of Mrs.
Dr. Hayden of which I was so certain that I immediately wrote to her and ascertained that
impression was correct.
Sin<;e then I have become accustomed to such impressions and feel sure that no one nearly connected
or associated with me could be in suffering without
my receiving an impression. Even a mental disturbance or alarm in Mrs. B: conveys to me an impression from which I can infer her condition. I have
once felt a similar impression from my daughter when
more than a thousand miles away.
The nature of such impressions is remarkable and
may be instructive to psychometers. My knowledge
of the various organs of the brain enables me to
watch their condition as they are affected by pleasant
and unpleasant excitements. I cannot say that there
is a feeling in the interior of the brain, but at the
surface the sensations are very distinct. The tension
and warmth over active organs, the void unconsciousness over the inactive, the weary aching over the
fatigued, and the sharp pricking or i1Titative condition, over those which feel adverse influences enable
me to understand the mental and cerebral condition
and their causes.

my
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The complete knowledge of the condition of the
brain which I derive from the local sensations has
enabled me to compare mental and cerebral conditions
and thus arrive by an entirely new method at a:
knowledge of the functions of the brain, and verify
in the most positive manner, the discoveries which I
made in 1841 and 1842 and sub_sequently.
The very positive manner in which I speak of
cerebral functions which have been a mystery in all
past centuries is due to the four-fold certainty which
I have derived from craniai observations on men and
animals, from experiments in stimulating the organs,
from psychometric exploration of the brain, and from
my personal consciousness of its action. There are
two additional confirmations derived from the mathematical laws of Pathognomy (a sufficient basis alone
for cerebral science), and from the revelations of
Pathology which have been but slightly investigated
yet yield valuable confirmati6ns.
All this 1s
expressed in my system of Anthropology.
I find that my brain may be affected, not only by
events or conditions with which I am acquainted, but
by those which occur without my knowledge. The
region of Love is especially liable to such influences.
Suffering or injury in the object of affection is painful to the loving sentiment and thereby affects the
locality of the cerebral organ. ·when a certain sensation arises in the region of Love I know that the
loved object is suffering and when it ceases I believe
that relief has occurred. From the position of the
sensation I know with what feeling it is associated
and thus am enabled to infer whether it concerns one
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very intimately connected with me or associated only
by friendly compassion or respect. Hence I am
sometimes uncertain as to the persons but not as to
the relation they occupy toward myself.
While this work has been going though the press
I have vividly realized my sympathy with the condition of my patients. I was attending a severe case
of dropsy affecting the heart about three miles from
my Boston residence which had reached a critical
stage before I saw it and had felt a considerable
degree of depression from the influence of my visits.
During the evening of the second day about eleven
hours after my visit, I was suddenly made aware that
he was suffering greatly by the sensation in the head
coming on suddenly, which gives me that information. It occurred at five minutes past ten o'clock
and subsided within ten minutes, leaving a restless
feeling of depressio·n . Again between four and five
in the morning I perceived a very restless, unpleasant
and exhausted condition, which induced me to rise
and take something for its relief. When I \'isited
him at ten o'clock I learned that his condition corresponded exactly to what I felt at the time of the
evening and morning disturbances.
I have had other much more imprt:ssive illustratrations of my sympathetic imprt:ssibility in the last
thirty years. T he most severe and prot.ni'cted aifoction of the liver from which I have never entirely
recovered, was a transference to myself from a case
of bilious fever, which I attended in 1858, and my
most obstinate attack of bronchial irritation was a
transference from a patient who had been coughing
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for twenty years. My sympathetic impressions are
sometimes prompt enough to give me assistance
in diagnosis.
T he acute sensibility of my head enables me to
realize all influences that affect the brain, and to
know at any time the condition of all the organs and
faculties by reference to the superficial sensations.
I believe from close observation of my experience
that events or conditions with which I am not
acquainted sometimes affect me in other organs
besides those of friendship and love, and when I feel
the sensations I generally know the cause.
It is therefore entirely credible to me that in a
warm climate where the entire community is much
more impressible than myself, the whole community may be ,moved at once by any great psychic
influence, and a popular sentiment or passion affecting
a large number at once may sway every individual
carrying all along in one great wave which is irresistable, and thus illustrating the solidarity of thl'
community. It seemed to me at the approach of our
late civil war, such a wave of sympathetic and in-esistable excitement, was sweeping through society.
History abounds in illustrations of popular impulses
moving an entire community in a way that could not
be accounted for independent of such sympathy and
psychic contagion.
These contagious influences my experiments show
have little to do with contact and are not dependent on
proximity, whe~ the psychic powers are actiYe. I
haYe no hesitation in saying that they may reach
11round the globe and even e}.i:end from planet to
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plan.et. If there were many such psychometers as
Mrs. B. aware of these powers and trained to exercise them together it would be quite practicable to
establish a mental telegraphy bringing us into communication with all parts of the globe, conveying not
only the public facts which go to the telegraph at
present, but a great ainount of subtle information as
to the condition of all parts of the world, derived from
regions to which the telegraphic wires do not extend.
The l\Tew J'ork Tribune a paper remarkable for its
..:onservative and illiberal character, contained (March
18, 1885) a remarkable article in reference to the
secret transmission of knowledge in India, headed as
follows:

THE" SECRET MAIL."
Anglo-Indians, and all who have lived in Asiatic
countries, are aware that the natives have means of
conveying news which at important junctures enables
them to forestall the Government. Thus throughout
the Indian mutiny the intelligence of all the important
events, such as battles, captures of cities, massacres
and investments, was in possession of the bazaars
usually hours and frequently days before it reached
the authorities, and this notwithstanding the fact that
the latter had often taken special measures to insure
the quickest transmission possible. And it is also
well-known that this " secret mail" is so trust\\·orthy
that the natives invariably act upon it with implicit
confidence, speculating, for example,lo the full extent
of their fortunes. Ilow the news is sent, however,
has never been discovered, or at least no explanation
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co111prchensible or credible by the average Western
mind has been reached. The London Spectator of a
recent dale discusses this question al much length,
and suggests the employment by the Asiatics of carefully laid " clawks" or stages. This, no doubt has
the appearance of a common-sense explan.i.tion, but
the difficulty about it is that no European, during the
whole time Hindustan has been occupied, has ever
seen such a stage in operation or come across any of
its machinery.
Now it may be admitted that it is possible for Asiatics to arrange such stages or lines of communication
over hundreds or thousands of miles without being
discovered; but it is certainly extremely improbable
that they should have been able to do this on the considerable scale it must have been done to account for
the facts without ever being discovered.
Again, the circumstance that on one occasion, when
the Government had made special arrangements for
the swift despatch of news from a distant point, the
" secret mail" beat the Government coursers twelve
hours, appears to warrant the conclusion that some
means of communication more rapid than horses or
runners must be at the disposal of the natives. The
Spectator thinks it possible that they transmit news
by signal; but while this may be the case where comparatively short distances are concerned, it is not applicable to routes covering several hundreds of miles.
Anglo-Indians as a rule refuse to accept the native
explanalion of the "secret mail," which involves belief in what is just now being called telepathy. The
natives, when they are willing to talk of the matter at
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all, which is very seldom to Western men, say that
neither horses nor men are employed, and that no
" dawk" is laid for the carrying of news, but that it
results from a system of thought transmission which is
as familiar to them as the electric telegraph is to us.
The interest of this subject consists in the facts (I)
\hat the " secret mail" is an indubitable reality, and
( 2) that no .European or Western observer of any
kind has thus · far succeeded in finding even a plausi,b le so1ut1on of the mystery ; for with all its ingenuity,
the explanation offered by the writer in the Spectator
is not plausible."
It is certainly highly discreditable to Western intelligence that its leaders are puzzled by such phenomena while there are thousands who understand the
subject in our midst, and its illustrations have often
been given.
Even if our. illustrations were limited to the personal experience of the dogmatic and skeptical medical profession, there would be abundant illustrations
of telepathic sympathy if the facts could be brought
out. 'fhe late Dr. John F. Gray of New York, one
of the most eminent and skilful in the city, resided at
the Fifth Avenue Hotel. Haying a patient in Jersey
City whom he wished to see to ascertain his condition
he turned aside from his company, and fixed his
mind intently upon the man. Jlc obtained an impression of his condition , and was satisfied that he wa~
improving. But something much more remarkable
followed. The man was still more susceptible, and
helie,·L·cl thab he was visited by Dr. Gray in pl~rnon at
~hal time.
\Vhcn he called on Dr. Gray after his re-
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cuve1-y he aOirmtd that Dr. G. had visitt!d him at the
hour of this psychometric observation, had looked at
him silently and withdrt!w without saying a word,
which he considered rath~· singular. He could not
be convinced that ht! was mistakt!n by the positive
denial of the doctor. Dr. Gray, who stated these
facts to m.\·sclf, had many similar experiences. On
one occasion while driving around the city professionally, he had a sudden impression that he was needed
by a lady patient. Ile impetuously ordered his driver
to turn round and drive at fit!! speed to her residence.
\Vhen he arrived within a block of the house he saw
her husband hatless in the street, rushing after medical assistance. Ile arrived, leaped out, rushed up to
her room and was barely in time to save her from
dying of hemorrhage.
As to the subtle powers of Mrs.13. I have had daily
illustration for years. When I place anything in her
hands it is a common amusement to require her to
describe it before seeing . I frequently hold a picture
over head, to demand her description by impression,
and sometimes place her hand on a book and demand
her opinion of its character which is sometimes more
just than a reviewer's estimate. I have even held her
own picture over her head and thus procured from
her a correct and judiciou~ description of herself,
which she gave without suspicion, as the psychometer is too closely' engaged in observing the qualities
which he describes to enquire into the identity of the
party described . Bayard Taylor has mentioned a
similar incident in reference to a New York artist,
who posbcsscd the psychometric power. One of his
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friends placed his own letter in his hands and
obtained from him so searching and critical a
description of himsie lf that he did not venture to let
him know that it was his own letter.
I have had every possible evidence of the continual presence in Mrs. B. of her high powers, even
when she has none of the conditions which sensitives
require for their bes1t action. I have been accustomed
to approach her at any time when she is using the
needle or engaged in domestic cares and protesting
against being taxed when in an unintellectual mood,
yet never has she failed to show that the faculty is
inseparable from lrnr nature.
Under these unf;avorable circumstances she would
give me a just opinion of a picture held above her
head, and speak of its resemblance or difference from
the original whose appearance she would describe.
Mollie Fancher, the famous fasting lady of Brooklyn,
exercises such powers, doing delicate work without
the use of her eyes and describing things about the
house while she is ~:onfined to her bed.
Mrs. B. has freq!ltt!ntly involuntary impressions as
to persons before he has met them. When sitting
in the upper part of the house she has had very
decided feelings i , reference to persons who have
entered on the low~·r floor. An amusing illustration
occurred once whe the visitor was equally impressional; she felt uneasy at his presence and had a
strong desire that he should leave. He had never
seen her, but he fc• t that a lady wished to take him
by the arm and le d him out of the house. When
he stated this and described tht! appearance of the
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lady, correctly describing Mrs. B. , I thought it an
amusing and remarkable incident.
In the daily presence of psychometric phenomena,
and with a strong desire to exercise the power, I have
had but glimmerings of the faculty.
The most distinct impression that I ever obtained
from manuscript was nearty forty years ago, \Vhen I
received an impression from the autograph of Gen.
Washington, the effect of which was so great that
I could perceive a marked difference in my manner
of lecturing in the evening following the experiment ;
I was disposed to speak in a calm and very systematic manner quite different from my usual mode. I
have sometimes felt a faint influence from photographs
when I did not know whom they represented, and
once to test my capacities in 1878, I took a photograph of Wordsworth and thought I felt a shadow of
his peculiar intellectuality. I tried the photograph of
Shakespeare and as I held it before my forehead it
produced a distinct feeling of activity and a tension
over the occiput generally, indicating an active ·and
forcible teJ?perament, and impressive character.
Twice I repeated the experiment at intervals, and
thus obtained three times a certainty that it conveyed
a strong psychic impression: My strongest impressions, however, are those which I feel when a good
psychometer is giving a psychometric description of
a marked character. My sympathy is often so keen
that I acquire a positive conception of the leading
traits of character· independent of any remarks by
the psycho meter.
During the summer when I felt the influence of
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Gen. Washington so distinctly I felt an equally positi\'e influence from a letter of John C. Calhoun, the
::;tatcsman of South Carolina, which gave me a new
conception of his character. The influence seemed
not like that of a politician o~ a man for the multitude, but rather that of a purely intellectual man , a
lucid thinker.
In 1878 Madame Blavatsky gave me some manuscript from India to ascertain my impressions from
contact. The influence on my brain from the forehead was sufficient to induce me to describe the
writer as a bold philosophic and religious leader who
might in some repects com pare with L uther. She
was pleased with my remarks and thought them
worth recording to send abroad.
Since t.hcn I have frequenlly used the photographs
and pictures of the departed, and felt that I obtained
an impression of their characters, and fdt their influence so much as to give me a conception of the character of the individual sufficiently clear and positive to
guide my opinion. T hese psychometric impression:-:.
however, were clouded by the doubt whether the result was not partly or in some cases entirely clue to
my knowledge of the name of the individual. aucl
although my impressions of \\'ashington. J ackson,
Clay, Q!1een E lizabeth, Josephine, J oan of Arc.
J\Iaclame Roland, St. P eter, St. John, P atrick llenrv,
and many others were clistim:t mental realities, I was
not sure that I could have attaim·cl such impression:-:
without knowing the name, until I made experiment~
in the manner which satisfied me.
;\ photograph was gi\'en me (Oct. 10, 1881) which
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without seeing it gave me the impression of a young
illan of good mind but of predominant activity in tht:!
energetic and am , itious faculties, and engrossed in
business. The de.·cription was recognized as correct
by one intimately acquainted with him. An hour later
Gen. B. handed a manuscript which I placed on my .
lorehead which ga.v c me a distinct conception of a
man about sixty y ~ars of age with a large brain and
body, of a solid, ~able character and ample underi;tanding and busi less capacity, not at all impulsive,
but cool, judicious and capable of understanding and
managing large a airs. T his perception was quite
distinct, and Gen. :B. said very correct.
I have often at :empted to realize a character by
concentrated attenition without any physical connecting link and sometimes have appeared to be quite successful and even t ~ have discovered the mood of the
indi,·idual at the tir: e. I have had similar impressions
in reference to the Cleparted, and sometimes had them
confirmed by good psychometers.
I have rdatcd th is personal experience because it
may be encouragi g to the millions whose endowllH!nls in this line aire about equal tu my own, and who
would not suppose themselves to have any capability
without encouragen~ ent.
The power of understanding and describing anything of which the name is placed in the hand is so
nwr\'elous that I h, ve been continually tempted to test
it in Yarious ways.
Seeing in a mag !lzine a short description of an Italian in this country, ngelo Canlela of Nevada, speaking of hi!) phy::;ical exploits, and expressing the opin-
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ion that he was the jstrongest man in the world, I tool
the first opportunity to place the name in her hand
and ask her to desci-ibe the person.
Iler first remark was that it took her into antiquity
(into the time of Claudius, the gladiator) and then
back to modern timc1s. "There's not much repose of
character - there's excitability and unrest - con fusion and unsettled condition - I feel entirely safe there is no feeling of fear but a sort of discoi1tent."
Not knowing an.}1 hing of his life I asked her to discribe his person. She said : " this is a large person
in physical develofiment - a large person, of capacious brain - a matured person, perl1aps of sixty
years. He has a rlemarkably sb·ong constitution.:_ a
good deal of muscular strength, no nervous weakness
- is very solid and firm - can stand a good deal of
labor, mental and p'hyskal. He has broad shoulders,
great strength in ai·ms and lower limbs, large thighs
- great endurance. He is remarkably cool, does
nothing rash - do(~s many things others cannot feats of muscular strength. He could perform feats
of lifting. (How dpes he compare with other men?)
There is no comparison - where others could lift two
hundred, he could lift eight hundred. He is very
muscular, his loins are strong- he could lift with his
teeth. He has pri [e in his strength and has great
will power too. I see great beams and timbers - it
carries me back to Sampson - I think he is as great
a miracle in mode ·n, as Sampson in ancient times.
His movements toe are graceful - he lifts without
appearing to ~nake an effort. He could lift six men
or more if he coulci get hold of them. His strength
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and hips. His bones are very
large. He is very good natured."
The account w ch I read, given by R. A. Proctor,
descr;bed him as , good natured Italian laborer with
" a noble develo
ent of chest and shoulders," and
spoke of his liftin ,. a man of 200 pounds to the top of
a table by puttin the third finger under his ·foot
''with scarcely a perceptible effort." It also stated
that he was attack: ed by two powerful Irishmen, "but
he seized one in e ach hand and beat them together,
till life was nearl hammered out of them." He is,
however, of a quip and peaceable disposition. Iler
conjecture as to })is age was about fifteen years too
much, but that wil.s only an inference from his maturity. She saw hi:; broad, good-natured countenance
and staid manner, and conjectured his age from the
appearance and fe eling. She is seldom accurate as
to age.
In the early y ·ars of Psychometry, the dominant
idea was that of a Hirect emanative connection or rapport which enabled the psychometer to give descriptions, as when holding a medicine in the hand or
describing a char tcter from the impression given by
an autograph.
In these experiments, however, there were manifest
indications of a wilder range of power than could be
traced to any aura . Medicines yielded a full impression of their character when securely corked in vials,
showing that the i 1pression imparted was due to J10
appreciable material emanation . A blank sheet of
paper which had ~een lying in contact with an autograph would som~~ tim es give a distinct impression of
of the writer.
1
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T he possibility of writing imparting a suJlicieul
psychic influence to blank paper lying in contact
with it to give an impression of the writer, required
decisive experiments for its demonstration; of course
we should not expect as prompt, forcible and clear
an influence frot~ that blank paper as from the autograph.
About thirty years ago I obtained an autograph of
Carlyle - a letter written to an anti-com law mecling, or society, in which he expressed himself
Yigorously against obstructive legislation. A small
portion of this autograph had been kept many years,
wrapped in a piece of blank paper. I tore off a
piece of the blank paper which had been in contact
.with the writing and placed it in her hands, recently,
for an opinion. T he impressions \vere not quite as
distinct and accurate as those from his photograph especially in reference to time, but they were substantially the same in character, and correct as an
estimate of the man. T hey were as follows :
" This takes me back twenty-five or thirty years.
I should think the writing was by a male. It brings
me into rapport with a bright mind, a clear intellect
of a great deal of force.
" I t seems to me like a business production, principally, b ut possibly some social question was concerned. I think it has to do with political economy
- not a common friendly letter.
!' It is a mind that would grasp themes of importance to· the country and take a radical view in favor
of reform. It is a very vigorous mind, uncommonly
rn. Tle would rouse the facu lties of all who listen l()
11.m.
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" I think he is not living now- he passed away
many years ago - I think this was written forty odd
years ago-I think he passed away twenty-five or
thirty years ago, perhaps.
" I think he wrote a great deal on governmental
questions- he was a partisan. I think he might
have been a lawyer, or at least acquainted with
jurisprudence. He was certainly not a minister.
There was not much theology about him, though he
bad some religion; yet he was not really settled in
his own mind. Be wrote and addressed the public
- he wrote no trashy things; he had a variety of
themes.
(What was his domestic life?)
I think he had
a good wife. I do not think he was very agreeable
in society- rather morose and terse. He w~s not a
genial and good-natured man in his family. He li,·ed
more in the intellectual than the social. He was not
a jovial man - never laughed much - not given to
joking- but had a vein of sarcasm that he used as a
weapon.
(What capacities had he as a literary man?) I
can't see that he was a poet. Ile wrote generally on
solid matters, but not on medicine. He had an easy
nowing style, which made his a1tkles attractiv\!.
He was an educator 9f the people.
(What reputation clid he attain?)
He had an
em"iable name. He was an ~uthority on many subjects. He overtaxed himself a great deal.
(How long did he live?) He was not sick long in
his last illness. I think he was about sixty, or at
least he did not do much work after that age, but he
li\'l·d longer than that in a more quiet 'lvay.
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('What country dicl he belong to?) He was either
French or English.
Ile was familiar with both
hmguages. I thjnk the English was his mother
tongue.
(Can you guess his name?) Not now.
In the foregoing opinion I think the date of the
letter was correctly gi,·en. The portion containing
the date has been mislaid, but it was written in the
midst of the anti-corn law agitation, which e:-.1:endecl
from 1837 to 1846. The death of Carlyle was
located too far back, probably from the influence
of the old letter carrying the mind back. We
should not expect mathematical accuracy when there
was nothing to guide the impression but the influence
imparted by contact to blank paper. Such influences
are not imaginary, though they elude all other senses
but the psychometric.
All material substances are affected by contact.
The presence of a third substance causes chemical
changes which will not take place without it. This,
which is called catalysis, is one of the wonders of
chemistry. It shows that the chemical condition and
action of compound bodies is affected by whatever i:-;
adjacent. Hence if there is anything in an autograph
which can aflect the psychometer it must have an
influence on adjacent substanci;;s. We can make a
still more strong illustration of this law of contact
between dry substances in which no chemical change
that we can detect has occurred. If we lay a wafer
on a sheet of cold polished metal and breathe upon
it so that the moisture of the breath shall be cpndensed on the metal, the metal retains the impressions
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th11s made; for, after removing the wafer. if we
breathe on the metal again, the moisture will appear
only on the part that was not covered by the wafer.
The dry space testifies to the ling~ring influences of
the wafer. Mr. G. H. Lewes says that he has even
••brushed the surface of the polished plate with a
camel's hair brush, and yet on breathing upon it, the
image of a coin previously laid upon it was distinctly
visible."
This seems to be a general law of nature; metallic
plates or metallic bodies when in contact exert an
influence on each other which may be demonstrated,
and we are authorized by facts to make this general
statement- all bodies in proximity are subject to the
transmitted influence of their neighbors, probably
caused or increased by insensible electric currents,
from which no locality is exempt. We are induced
to ascribe much of the effect to electricity by the fact
so often demonstrated that a flash of lightning striking a tree and thence diver{,ring to strike with fatal
effect some person nt~ar it, frequently impresses the
image of the tree on the skin, and it is found on the
corpse. The instantaneous result follows from the
powerful flash, but insensible currents operating a
longer time may produce a complete transference of
images. An amalgamated copper plate has been
placed upon an iodized silver plate, between which
an engraving was placed with its face downward
toward the silver plate. Fifteen hours afterwards the
impression of the engraving was found transferred
through the paper upwards to the upper plate. Nor
::re the imprcssiops
thns .prodµced entirely
.
- superfjci~J.
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They penetrate the substance and photographers
know that it is tlifficult to remove from a plate the
impression once made by a picture.
I t is upon these laws of catalysis and emanation
operating in contact or proximity, that all the phenomena of anirmal life depend.
It is thus that
foreign substance is continually imported into the
body and invesh~d with vital powers by contact and
proximity with ,1litalized structures in which the soul
power is present The transfer of influeilce from an
autograph to bla k paper is no more remarkable than
its first transfere11lce from the writer to the autograph.
Influences are continually radiant from any part of
our surface. Cerebral organs approximated by a
small metallic rod touching the surface of the scalp,
give an accurat ! impression of the minute locality
touched.
The psychom ~ter, in describing an autograph,
sometimes portra: s not only the writer but the person in his mind to whom he was writing, and even
a third party of whom he was writing. A portrait
would convey an idea both of the person portrayed
and the artist, ,ilnd a landscape would bring the
scene itself bcfor _ the imagination.
IIcnce I bega: to experiment with photographs
and engravings, and discovered that every picture
ga,•e a good imp1fession of the original to the fingers
of the psychome :er, or if held on the forehead, or
even near the heao. The convenience of this method
made it a favorite, as it kept the psychometer entirely
unacquainted witJ what he was describing, not knowing what the object was, th~t was hekl over his hea(l,
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In many cases I ha\'e used this method \·ery happily for therapeutic purposes, when the character was
une capable of benefiting the patient by its invigorating or soothing power.
There was not in such cases any emanation from
tht! person described, and the picture was merely the
presentation of an idea to be grasped by the inh1itive
perception, \vhich is independent of vision. The
picture was not perceived by anything like a visual
power, but embodied a conception (in such a way as
to. be grasped by the intuitive faculty) of the person
represented.
Hence it became apparent that the object for
P:sychometry was in such cases simply a1i index
leading the mind to the object represented, and need
not be a picture, a relic or anything assqciated in any
way with the person or thing to be explored. Acting
upon this view I wrote the name of a friend and
placed it in the hands of a good psychometer, who
had no difficulty, notwithstanding her doubts of so
novel a proceeding, in giving as good a description
of the character of Dr. N. as if she had made the
description from an autograph.
After that experimt!nt, my operations were greatly
facilitated and extended. No picture, autograph 01
relic. being needed. I was accustomed to extend my
inquiries to ancient and modern historical characters,
public men and every person in whose character I
was interested, as well as localities which I wished
to have described.
As the subject for psychometric experiments need
1:ot be the person nor anything that has emanated

•
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from ~im, but simply the expression of his existence
by a word or an index to direct the mind, it does not
appear that psychometric exploration i::i hindered b_y
distance and disconnection, and I could not afl1nr.
that even the contact of the fingers with the index or
starting point of the exploration is necessary to those
who are highly endowed.
This enables us to present experiments in a very
convincing way. For example, having in my possession a number of very remarkable pictures, on slates,
made by spiritual power on the inside of a pair of
slates under my own supervision, I have had no
difficulty in having them described by placing the
slate on a table, face downward, and having the
psychometer place a hand on the vacant upper side
of the slate. The descriptions given in this manner
have been as remarkab1e as any I have ever had,
not differing in freedom and correctness from those
made by touching photographs.
September 10, 1884, to illustrate the power of
obtaining impressions from the back of the paper on
which a name is written, I wrote the names of the
presidential candidates, Cleveland, Blaine and Butler, on three small pieces of brown paper, and laid
them on the back of a book, with the blank side
uppermost, requesting her to touch each of them and
give her opinion of the parties as presidential candidates. She did so, and gave her impressions readily.
The first she promptly decided had very liltle
chance of election, and thought that if he was
elected he would be very democratic iii his wap
and 'would not give -gen~ral •satisfacfidri;; though: he.

La,tcr Dcvclopmcuts.

155

would t!ndeavor t<11 do his duty; this was Gen. Butler. T he secon made an agreeable impression;
seemed bright an ~ able, and a great partisan ; this
was Blaine. The third, she thought, had the best
prospect of electi , and would, if elected, perform
his duties faithfuHty, though not as attractive or able
as the second .
Still there -is an impairment o( the facility by every
step of separation. A photograph is not as facile as
a writing, - a wo11d is not as satisfactory as an autograph. But superiior powers overcome all difficulties
and photographs or writings may be described without touching them s they lie on the table before us.
Yet it is not judici~ms to tax the psychometric faculty
for such feats unnecessarily. Mrs. B. desires always
to assist her perce tions by the touch of the object and
objects to sealed lettters though she has often described
letters in envelopes. A letter sent to her carefully
sealed conveys at lonce the unpleasant impression of
tht! critical and susl icious feeling of the sender, and is
therefore a distur1~ing, irritating influence. Hence
she declines receivilng such communications which her
fingers cannot touo .
Some years ago she ·received a letter closed by five
seals for psychomE.tric description and declined to try
it; but subsequent) , probably feeling the candid and
courteous spirit o the sender, she concluded to try,
notwithstanding h •r diffidence, and sent her opinion
with the sealed let ,' r to the correspondent. In return
she rcceivecl a lctt .r of ten foolscap pages elaborately
illustrating the mi ' ute correctness of the description,
which was made till more remarkable by the fact
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lhal inslcad of being one writing as she suppost!cl, attothcr writing had been inserted written by a friend
and reputed medium, which led her to say : '• I am
constantly taken to the sphere of another person, who
is interested in the writer; there is such a blending I
am unable to feel clearly each distinct individuality."
This character she did not attempt to describe, not
knowing that the impression came from the enclosed
manuscript. Her cO'rrespondent thought this eminently satisfac.tory. He made the experiment in that
way, expecting that it would produce confusion of
mind and give a more perfect test.
\Vhat wonderful exhibitions of psychic penetration
may occur hereafter cannot be predicted. Psychometry
is the earthly IRRADIATION OF OMNISCIENCE and it will
be known hereafter that it can penetrate all things. To
take in hand a mineral and describe the locality
from which it came, the surrounding country, climate,
people and animals, the subterranean strata and even
the past geological history of the locality is a performance in which Mrs. B. sometimes shows her powers,
though not fond of the more laborious effort which it
requires. The family of Prat. Denton have been especially distinguished by their remarkable success in
such explorations, and there is no lack of such power
among sens1t1ves. I have the minutes of a mineral examination by Mrs. R. in which she was carried back
to the period in which a mastodon was mired to death
and went through the whole scene.
Does not such experience as this assure us that in
Psychometry we have the key to unlock the hiddt!n
wcalt'1 of min~ral strata? How great then must be

Later Dcvclopmmls.

I

Si

its fl~ANCIAL JMPORTA:'\CE. The world's gold ha::;
probably cost all that it is worth, in the labor of exploration and mining, more than half the labor having
been abortive for want of intuitive guidance.
Some enterprising genius will hereafter gh·e practical demonstration to this. Mr own life is absorbed in
the financially unprofitable labors of the reformer.
As it became apparent that geographical and historical questions were robbed of their diHiculty and
mystery, I directed my attention to those in which I
fell an interest.
There is one theme of transcendent interest to all
rational beings who feel at the same time a controlling
:>l'n::;e of duty, a reverence for the vast unknown
from which our own existence springs, a sense of our
own possibility of nobler things than life affords at
present, and a yearning to pass beyond the barriers
that limit human knowledge within the petty bounds
of recorded science and history.
Systems of religion come with lofty claims to ou1
faith, enforced too often by arbitrary power and
social proscription.
But the systems of religion,
allhough they undertake to sol\"e the mystery of the
Universe, ancl although they present ethical doctrines
which command our re\•erence, illustrated by many
noble lives, have never yet offered a system of cloctrim.: or philosophy that would endure an hour's critical questioning by one who thinks ·with untrammelled
freedom. The independent thinker can neither reject
the ''irtuous elements of all religions. nor accept their
doctrinal perversions of truth.
Psychometry offered the facile method of de~ermin-
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ing whether the world's religions \\ e1 e t<:.n1 ntkcl in
truth and worthy of reverence, or founded in delusion
and fraud, and destined to oblivion as a relic of barbarism. The names of the founders and teachers o(
all religions heing accessible it was necessary only to
subject them to psychometric investigation to learn
their moral and intellectual worth, the true story of
their lives and the real foundation of their claims.
Upon this view I acted by obtaining a critical view
of Confucius, Buddha, Krishna, Laou-tsze, Zoroaster,
Moses, Jesus, the twelve apostles and other representatives of the Christian movement, including more
modern lives, such as those of Joan of Arc, George
Fox and Swedenborg.
This investigation carries us into the marvelous
and miracuious realm of inter-communication between
the visible and invisible worlds- into the question of
the reality of the astounding events recorded in
religious history, and the comparative value or
tt·uthfulness of religious systems. It opens up a
subject too large for pn:sentation in this volume,
devoted to a statement of psychometric science; but
I have no hesitation in saying that it has increased
my respect and love for the founders of the Christian system, and my respect for the historic value bf
the Dible.
The prumtive Christian movement
appears to me the noblest impulse that has ever
been given to humanity. It's influence is fdt today, and Psychometry brings it very near. If all
scholarship were lost, and all historical records and
monuments destroyed, Psychometry alone could
revi\'e and preserve all the important truth of
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sacred history.
In a second volume this subject
will he fully presented, and I think it will be made
clear that Psychometry leads us out of all doubt
and darkness into the final religion of enlightened
humanity.
After such investigations we are prepared to take
a more profound view of the philosophy of Psychometry than was indicated by our first experiments in
which emanations and influences were recognized.
In the higher class of phenomena there is no feeling or perception of a delicate emanation. The
picture or the word simply tells of the thing to be
explored, and gives this information to an interior
faculty independent of vision. That interior faculty
grasps the idea in its essence, which we have offered,
and then grasps the object in its wide-reaching consciousness. Whether it be a city in China or Africa,
a saint or leader whose name has almost disappeared
in the twilight of history, a pre-historic race on earth,
or a body in our planetary system, it is conceived,
understood and reported. The divine realm of universal consciousness or intellectual omniscience seems
to become occupied by man and either he comes into
rapport with that limitless sphere of intelligence, or
that intelligence is dormant within himself, and is
roused by an effort to asse1t its po·wers.
If that be the case then the exercise of Psychometry
is nothing less than a display of rnTUITION - the
manifestation of an interior power which is master o/
a/1 truth.
This power is the divine element Z11 man.
Unlimited knowleclgc not dependent upon any
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effort for its acquisition is our conception of a
divine attribute, and man enjoys this diYine intelligence just in pr<?portion as he is capable of
manifesting this familiarity with all truth, as clear
and bright in those things which are beyond sern:,a•,
memory and education, as in those few things
\vhich he has learned.
·
How ennobling, how God-like a conception of
humanity this gives - how grand the pro3pect of
future enlightenment, and how remarkable, how sac!
indeed to think that for so many centuries this
faculty has lain almost dormant and unutilizccl,
nay, even scorned and trampled on, while it was
in reality the latent basis of all human intelligence.
which converts impressions on the senses into distinct knowledge of objects and eYents. It is the
latent basis of all human knowledge as latt·nt
caloric and electricity are at the bases of all
material forms. Like the sun behind the clouds
it is the source of all light, though itself unseen.
It informs us of reality of truth. It leads us up
to the highest, grandest realms of truth, though
ever resisted hy the stupid animality and skepticism,
which would hold us within the limits of sensation,
and in their most perfect embodiment in skeptical
metaphysics would make us unconscious of all
reality, denying causation, and denying nil things
as havi~g an reality beyond our 0\\'ll thought. or
all forms of human opinion, transcendental met:i.physics or universal nescience is the 111i11im11111 and
jcssiumm; and the modern materalistic doctrines
arc a positi\'l' ckcaclence of philosophy from the
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time when it recognized the higher powers of the
soul. These two forms of error arc congenial
l'nough to nrn togetl;er.
::'\faterial science, howeyer, is laying a very broad
and solid basis of physical knowledge for the Temple
of Philosophy which Psychometry is to build. When
its world-grasping power shall reveal all there is in
man, :rll in the strata ancl on the surface of the eat1h,
all in paleontology and geology, all in astronom~·
that the telescope fails to give, and all that we can
grasp of the limitless world of psychic life- then,
indeed, shall we have philosophy .
Tt may not be by a sudden fiat or a sudden illumination, following the command: "Let there he light: "
hut the time really necessary to illuminate the most
enlightened and progressive 1uinds of modern society
is so brief in comparison with historical epochs that
it may well be compared to the illnminatio1~ of cl:1wn
and sunrise.
The world's progress from . the dull externality of
the senses; which relate to sunlight, to sound and to
physical force, into the realm of intuition and dh·inc
wisdom depends upon the culti\'ation of the diYine
faculties in man, which bring him into connection
with supernal wisdom and realize in this life the
wisdom of the angels.
'Vis<lom in thought and nobility in conduct are not
compatible with the ntlgar mood of mind which generally prevails in the marts of commerce, in the
scenes of political stri(e, in the drudgery of labor or in
the rla~cs of amusement. We must withdraw from
snch id!ucnces to something holier and purer that CC1!1
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effort for its acquisition is our conception uf a
divine attribute, and man enjoys this didne intelligence just in pr<?portion as he is capnble of
manifesting this familiarity with all truth, as clear
and bright in those things which nre beyond sense,
memory and education,' as in those ~ew things
which he has learned.
How ennobling, how God- like a conception of
humanity this gives - how grand the pro3pect of
future enlightenment, and ho\\' remarkable, how sad
indeed to think that for so many centuries this
faculty has lain almost dormant and unutilizecl.
nay, even scorned and trampled on, while it was
in reality the latent basis of all human intelligenn•,
which converts impressions on the senses into distinct knowledge of objects and e\·ents. It is the
latent basis of nil human knowledge as latt·nt
caloric and electricity are at the bases of all
material forms. Like the sun behind the clouds
it is the source . of all light, though itself unseen.
It informs us
reality of truth. It leads us up
to the highest, grandest realms of truth, though
ever resisted hy the stupid animality and skepticism,
which would hold us within the limits of sensation,
and in their most perfect embodiment in skeptical
metaphysics would make us unconscious of all
reality, denying causation, and denying all things
as having an reality beyond our own thought. Of
alJ forms of human opinion, transccndcntal metaphysics or universal nescienct: is the 111/11/11111111 ancl
jcssimttm; and the modern materalistic doctrines
are a pn8iti\'t' ckcaclence of philosophy from the
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time when it recognized the higher po\\'cr:s of the
::.oul. These two forms or error arc congenial
c·nough to nrn togct~er.
)fate1ial science, howeyer, is laying a very broad
and solid basis of physical knowledge for the Temple
of Philosophy which Psychometry is to build. When
its world-grasping power shall reveal all there is in
man, :rll in the strata and on the surface of the e:uth,
all in paleontology and geology, all in astronomy
that the telescope fails to give, and all that we can
grasp of the limitless \\'Orlcl of psychic life- then,
indeed, shall we have philosophy.
It may not be by a sudden fiat or a sudden illumination, following the command: "Let there be light;"
hut the time really necessary to illuminate the most
enlightened and progressive minds of modern liociety
is so brief in comparison with historical epochs that
it may well be compared to the illumination of dawn
and sunrise.
The world's progress from the dull externality of
the senses; which relate to sunlight, to sound and to
physical force, into the re:lirn of intuition and clh·ine
wisdom depends upon the culti,·ation or the di\'inc
faculties in man, which bring him into connection
with supernal wisdom and realize in this life the
wisdom of the angels.
\Visdom in thought :mcl nobility in conduct are not
compatible with the ,·ulgar mood of mind which generally prevails in the marts of commerce, in the
scenes of political strife, in the drudgery of labor or in
the rla..:c~ of amusement. We must withdraw from
snch id:nences to something holier and purer that C~IJ
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gin: the soul devdopment. If our religion bi..: sincere
ancl fervent, or our love deep, tender ancl refined, the
integrity and nobi1ity of the s~ul cnn be maintained,
in \Yhich the vision becomes clear and the truth becomes our companion. And when the head rests
upon the pillow, we reach the state described by
Wordsworth :
'' That serene and blessed state
In which the affections gently lead us on Until the breath of this corporeal form
And even the motion of our human blood
Almost suspended, we are laid asleep
In body and become a living soul,
While with an eye made quiet by the power
Of harmony, and the deep power of joy

We see i'nto the life of things."
Why has there been so steady an opposition in
modern times to the recognition and culture of our
spiritual faculties when they have been recognized ancl
honored in the past at the fountain head of ci,•ilzation
in Egypt, India and Greece, - cherished and admired
until, within the last two centuries, the dawn of physical science and the rebellion against superstition has
can·ied society far a~ray from the associations in which
spiritual knowledge was encircled. Yet even a hundred years ago there was not such a hostility as today
against the belief in our psychic powers and their
occasional manifestation under nervous excitement.
Cabanis, notwithstanding his materialism, said in his
seventh memoir on the influence of diseases :

Later Dl'Ve1op111e11ts.
· · I think it here necessary to refer particularly to
those singular acute maladies, in which intellectual
faculties. suddenly become developed, that have not
previously existed. It is also observed, that in some
spasmodic and extat1c diseases, the organs of sense
bl'Come wsceptiblc of recei\'ing, impressions which
were not perceptible in a normal state, and which may
even be characterized as unnatural. I have frequently
noticed the most singular effects arising from this susceptibility of sensation in women, who would doubtless have distinguished themselves as excellent Py-

thoncsscs.
" Some of these patients sec the most microscopic
oh.feels with the naked eye, others see so clearly in the
darl.: as to move in perfect security. There are others
again who follow persons by their scent, like n dog,
and can distinguish such t/1i11gs as they liave used or
only touched.
'' I have seen some whose taste has acquired a
peculiar de1icacy, and who would demand or choose
aliments, and even remedies that would be really ser1!iceable to them, with a sagacity ordinarily observable
only in animals. Some have the power of lool.:ing
within themselves, during their paroxysms and an11ounclizg the approach of certain ens es, the occu 1Tence
of which soon proves the justness of their sensations;
or they notice · other organic modifications attested by
the state of the pulse and other still more certain
signs."
As every physician of extensive experience ( especially those who practice in mild or warm climates)
must have had the same experience in some degree as
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Cabanis, or even a far more· striking and marvelous
experience, as Dr. Esdaile had in India, 1fralling all
that was de,·eloped by the follo\\'ers of Mesmer in
France, why has this field been so signally neglected,
especially by medical colleges.
Dr. Mo1·eau de la Sarthe reports in the Encyclopedie
J\1ethoclique the case of a child twelve or thirteen
years old attended by himself,·· wh·o although scarcely
acquainted with the first rudiments of Lalin , was :,;uddenly capable, during a raging fever, of speaking it
in the g1·eatest purity. The same child expressed his
gratitude to those w_ho attended him, in language
superior to his age and the supposed power of his
intellect" a few days before his death.
ll is not only under the influence of fever, but in the
most pedect normal condition that exalted psychic
perceptions occur. In the year 400, St. Ambrose in
the church at Milan during mass fell asleep and discovered the death of St. Martin at Tours which had
just occurred. When he awoke he said : •· It has
been a great blessing to me to sleep, since God has
worked a great miracle; know that my brother, St.
Martin, has just died.1' They noted the day and hour
and found that St. Martin had really died at that time.
St. Gregory of Tours, a historical writer, states the:;c
facts.
Why is it that with so vast a magazine of instructive
materials under their observat~on, !-;0 little has been
reported, and so strenuous an effort been made to
maintain ignorance and skepticism in reference to the
extraordinary powers of the soul, not only in the medical colll'gci-; of materialism. but C\'en in the litera1'?·
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clepartuH.:.nts which have no sympathy with physical
scit.:1H..:e. I 11 tht:!se departments the profcs:-ors, with a
singular and absurd inconsistt:!ncy , kneel at the shrine
of Greek philosophy, adore Plato and Aristotle and
yet ignore all the grand psychic powers and phenomena which the Greeks recognized and honored with a
place in the temples of the Gods. Can they suppose
the old philosophers whom tht:!y honor, incapable o(
testifying correctly as to fact::;?
With the same psychic incapacity, the professors
recognize in a perfunctory manner the miracles and
prophecies of the Bible (with an evident desire
to set them aside as superfluous or unreliable) yet
carefully avoid any study of their philosophy, and any
recognition of the continuance of such phenomena
today as was predicted by Jesus. Evidently there is a
leaden weight of skepticism dragging down such
minds, paralyzing their power of reasoning upon
facts which would reveal the grandeur of tbe divine
laws of the Universe.
What is the nature of that all-pervading and stifling
po-wer which during the last two cent\lries has been
at work to suppress the truth, to conceal interesting
and wonderful facts, and to crush the honest inquirers
who were not willing to be enslaved and silenced by
the multitude.
It is not sufficient to refer to the power of dogmatism
in the colleges for that is but tbt• pro11.:imatc cause.
Whence came that dogmatism, and why did not the
haughty professors exercise their dogmatism _for
rather than against the psychic elements of humanity.
The cause - the universal and dominating cause

•
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is obvious. The psychic elements are the antagoni~ts
of the animal nature - and the animal nature rules
the world.
Force and fraud, military autocracy,
priestcraft, money power and sensual selllshncss,
have ruled all nations, and, in various degrees, all
churches and colleges. These elements of character
are antagonistic to the psychic, resist them, dislike
them, and cannot compre.h end them. It is the same
antagonism which existed between Jesus and the mob
of Jerusalem - the antagonism between that which
leads to heaven and that which leads to the purg.atory
of a selfish existence. The ont:! is cultivated in the
noise, the whirl and the selfish struggles of competitive life, the other in the solemnities of religion, in
the inspiration of song, in the soul growth of domestic love, in meditation with the head on the pillow, in
the deep thought of the sh1clent, in the admiration
of nature, and in the sacred meditations of solitude.
"'fhus deeply drinklng in the soul of things."

The culture of Psychometry may. therefore, be
regarded as the intellectual precursor of a higher
social condition, and the re<;:eption of Psychometry
will be a test of the ethical elevation of society.
But why should this science which opens our eyes
to the grandeur of the universe and giH!S us the KEY
TO UNIVERSAL KNOWLEDGE AND WISD0'.'11 be for the
first time presented by myself before a phalanx of
universal opposition. Is it a reversal of any supposed
law of m.1ture? Is it a revelation of something totally
unknown to all nations?
On the contrary it is the scientific development,
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demonstration
and illustration of that which has
always been in the world, and in some of its aspects
has always been known and in its warning voice often
been heard, heeded and honored ; while in its
ethical dignity it has been the monitor of nations
and the prompter of religious movements which
baYe changed the destiny of races and the face of
the globe. It was the intuition~! power which heard
the whisperings from a higher world but did not
always understand them, and which led nations to
how to unknown and invisible powers called divine,
as the animal kingdom turns to the Eastern sky
where the light of an unrisen sun is dispelling the
darkness.
Considering the vast numbers of those who in
e\'ery age have enjoyed and exercised the intuitional
faculties-why has no one endeavored to ascertain
their nature, seat and laws, their range of power,
their relation to philosophy and religion and their
importance to mankind? The J ews, the Egyptians,
and the Greeks largely exercised and recognized
these faculties, but had not the docile modesty and
the inductive scientific spirit which make systematic
investigation; and the moderns who have made
immense progress by inductive science have lost
the spirituality and elevation of sentiment which
belonged to the ancients and thus lost the taste for
really philosophic studies above the realm of matter
without losing any of the ancient egotism which
deems itself a master of truth without investigation.
That' the ~·cry same intuitional po·wers which are
illustralt:!~f in· ·this votume, have always existed and
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bet::n ju opt::ration, may be illustrated sufficiently b)
rt::ferring to a single example - the psychometric
genius of Zchokke, the famous author, as stated by
himself, who, although he enjoyed so marvelous a
power, never realized its importance. Zchokke says
in his autobiography:
" It is well known that the judgment we not seldom form, at the first glance, of persons hitherto
unknown, is more correct than that which is the
result of longer acquaintance. The first impression.
that through some instinct of the soul attracts or
rt::pels us with strangers, is afterwards weakened or
destroyed by custom, or by different appearances.
\Ve speak in such cases of sympathy or antipathy,
and perceive these effects frequently amongst children, to whom experience in human character is
wholly wanting. But now to.my case.
•' It has happened to me sometimes, on my first
meeting with strangers, as I listened silently to their
d iscourse, that their former life, \Yith many trifling
circumstances therewith connected, or frequently
some particular scene in that life, has passed quite
involuntarily, and, as it were, dream-like, yet perfectly distinct before me. During this time I usually
feel so entirely• absorbed in the contemplation of
the stranger!s life, that at last I no longer see clearly
the face of the unknown wherein I undesignedly
look, nor distinctly hear the voices of the speakers,
which before served in some measure as a commentary to the text of their features. For a long
time I held such visions as delusions of the fancy,
and the more so as they showed llH.! even the drcs.;
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an<l motions of the actors, rooms, furniture and
other accessaries. By way of test, I once in a
familiar family circle at Kirchberg, related the
secret history of a seamstress who had just left
the room and the house. I had never seen her
before in my life. People were astonished, and
laughed, but were not to be persuaded that I did
not previously know the relations of which I spoke,
for what I had uttered was the literal truth. On
my part, I was no less astonished that my dreampictures were confirmed by the reality. I became
more attentive to the subject, and when propriety
admitted it, I would relate to those whose life thus
passed before me the subject of my vision, that I
might thereby obtain confirmation or refutation of it.
It was invariably ratified, not without consternation
on their part. ' What demon inspires you? Must
I again believe in possession?' exclaimed the spin'!ttal Johann von Riga, when in the first hour of our
acquaiJ1tance I related his past life to him. \Ve
speculated long on the enigma, but even his penetration coultl not solve it.
" I myself had less confidence than any one in
this mental jugglery. As often as I re,·ealed my
visionary gifts to any new person, I regularly
expected to hear the answer - ' It was no!. so.' I
felt a secret shudder when my auditors replied that
it was true, or when their astonishment betrayed my
accurac:y before I Rpoke. Instead of many, I will
mention one example, which pre-eminently astounded
me. One fair day, in the city of Wak;.;hut, l
entered the Vine;! Inn in company with two younµ
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: . ludcnt foresters. We were tired with rambli'Jg
through the woods. We supped with a numerous
company at the ' table d' hotc,' where the guests
were m·aking very merry with the peculia1;ties and
eccentricities of the Swiss, with Mesmer's magnetism, Lavater's physiognomy, etc. One of my
companions, whose national pride '"·as wounded
by their mockery, begged me to make some reply ,
particularly to a handsome young man who sate
opposite to me, and who allowed himself extraordinary licence. This man's former life was at that
moment presented to my mind. I turned to him and
asked whether he would answer me candidly, if I
related to him some of the most secret passages of
his life, I knowing as little of him personally as he
did of me. That would be going a little further, I
thought, than Lavater did with his physiognomy.
Ile promised, if I were correct in my information, to
admit it frankly. I then related what my vision had
shown me, and the whole company were made
acquainted with the private history of the young
merchant- his school-years, his youtbful errors,
and lastly, with a fault committed in reference to the
strong-box of his principal. I described to him the
uninhabited room, with whitened walls, where, to
the right of the brown door, on a table, stood a black
money-box, etc. A dead silence prevailed during
the whole narrative, which I alone occasionally interrupted by inquiring whether I spoke the truth? The
i;tartled young man confirmed eve11· particular, and
~ven what I had scarcely expected, the last men! ;,) n N 1. Touch eel by his candor, I shook haucls wit4

him oyer the table, and said no more. He asked me
my name, whic I gave him, and we remained
together talking ti l past midnight. He is probably
still living ! "
Thousands have had experience like Zchokke's, and
even more marvcfous.
In the coming civilization
men will man·cl that such things could ever have been
forgotten, ignored or denied. The last three centuries will seem a v ~ry dark age, nothwithstanding all
their vast but gr°' elling knO'wledge confined to the
earth and " earthy." The pall of materalism has covered these r~cent !centuries so darkly as to shut out
the dawning light l hat once shone in Judea. Did not
Jesus look into men's souls and tell them of their
coming deeds, did he not tell the woman of Samaria
of her five husban1ds? Did she not say : '' Come and
see a man who told me all things that ever I did" and did not ] esus promise that these very things and
greater things, too should be done by his successors,
and were they not done by Zchokke and Cazotte as
an exercise of tlwir familiar faculties - and by J oan
of Arc and Georg ~ Fox and Swenbenborg, u11der the
inspiration which ccompanies the true followers of
J esus.
If I had time to ransack history and biography,
abundant illustrations might be found of the existence
and exercise of th powers which were exercised by
Zchokke and by Oazotte.
E,·en now while have been writing, a capital illustration comes from the antipodes, in the experience of
a gifted gentleman ·whose fine intuition has led him to
express the '·cry \'iews which are inculcated in this
volume.
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Placing his name unseen in the hancls of ~Ir:.. B.
for psychometric description, she revealed his capm:ities as follows :
"This is altogether a new character to me. He is
living, too. He is powerful in mentality- and education. It takes me into a grand intellechial atmosphere. He is humanitarian - his work is mainly in
that direction - like one who has founded some
benevolent enterprise.
" He has an extraordinarily clear.mind, thoroughly
original and independent. He has clain·oyant power
to a remarkable extent, and exercises it, too. Ile is
practical and brings 'yhat he knows into a practical
shape. His powers are so far reaching as almost to
annihilate space. He has an illuminated t!lincl - this
is the most active power in his brain.
(\Vhere is he?) " Not in this country- it takes
me off to a very distant land - a southern direction.
He is bold .. He seems advanced in life. (Docs he
understand public affairs?) Yes, he can sit in his
home aud compass almost the entire world. Therl'
seems no limit to his soul power in that way. Ile is
not in a war-like spirit.
(What is his profession?) " Ile may he a physician. I think he is. Ile would not be a lawyer:'
The gentleman thus described is C. W. Rohnt>r, M .
D., of T ungamah, Australia, who presented in an
essay, dated February 12, 1885. pnblished at :.\[dhourne, the following admirable suggestions and
statements:
'· Tn clellance of all the high-wrought ancl dabor:ttt'
definitions of old-time Psychology, I Ycnturc tn d..:ti1~..:
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i11/11it/v11 simply as direct spiritual insight, immediate
perception of both facts and truths without any preliminary instruction or preparation for the reception of
the new truths and the new facts. Intuition, in my
opinion, is one of the grandest faculties of the human
mind, and although not so positive in its .data as clairvoyance, to which it is certainly and closely allied,
intuition is in many respects far more valuable than
clain·oyance, because it is more comprehensive in its
scope, and more profpund in the results of its operation.
" Without the natural gift of intuition a man cannot
rise to any high altitude of mentality in this world, for
intuition is one of the most constant and reliable
teachers and tutors - a true mentor - of mankind.
Tle who is gifted with this rare faculty has the key of
all knowledge in his possession.
"\Vithout a certain amount of intuition I hold it
absolutely impossible to become a Spiritualist, for intuition is the first and handiest instrument to bring
man in c01~tact with things invisible from a physical
point of view. Hence it is that men of magnificent
intellects and grand attainments - leading men of
science, leading theologians, leading politicians, etc.,
- are utterly unable to attain to spiritual sight, or to
the understanding of things truly spiritual. They
really have eyes and see not, as a grandly intuitive
man said over 1800 years ago.
" Somehow or other some people, and they are not
so inconsiderable in number, cannot understand anything that is new ; their minds run in such rigidly
conservative grooves that they cannot deviate from a
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certain path ; and such men it would take pt!rhaps
half a life-time to realize so stupendous a fact as the
disco,·ery of another hemisphere.
'' Intuition is one of the most valuable gifts that
can be bestowed upon mortal, for by the aid of intuition
man may become master, not only of all knowledge,
but even of all secrets, down to the best kept State
secrets of the craftiest statesman - of a very Bismarck. To illustrate this fact, I have only to allude to
my own intuitional experience. Some ten months ago
- when nobody in Aust.ralia knew anything of the designs of Bismarck on New Guinea, and moreover, of
his secret designs against England generally • * • *
I wrote several plain leading articles on the subject,
asserting in unmistakable terms that Bismarck would
have New Guinea, and that the French would have
their New Hebrides. I was laughed at for my trouble
by almost everybody ·who knew my views. How
could that be? some asked. I could not tell them ; I
only knew that things had this tendency; and often in
the morning I would awake as if I had co~1e from the
secret council-chambers of European diplomatists,
where I had heard their plans discussed in order to
enable me to warn those against whom these designs
were forming.
"Now all these things have come to pass, people
cannot help believing them, however unable they may
still be to realize them. I could tell hosts of similar
and still more important State secrets which are going
to be carried out shortly, also against England; but
my past experience is not encouraging for me to clo so
at present. If this a1-ticle had not already spread itself
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out to an undue length, I could have furnished further
proofs of this my peculiar intuitional gift in connection with the perpetration of what was years ago
styled the " Bulgarian atrocities," which I saw performed on victims as if I were standing alongside the
shambles on which they were cut up like so much
butcher's meat. These scenes I saw enacted regularly
two or three days before an account of them would
appear in the daily papers, and I was myself so asto:1ishcd at the coincidence of what I saw intuitively
(perhaps also clairvoyantly), that I took regular notes
of the proceedings as they happened."
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CHAPTER IV.
TIIE PSY<;IIIC PACULTIES- TUEIR LOCA'l'JON AND .A.CCI
DENTAL llAlHFESTATION.
:\aturc uml lo1·~1tiou of the psychometric f:lculty or Intuition- Its nssocia·
lion with ~c111<i1Jility-'J'hc recognition ot this IJy writers on nnimal
111ag11eti~111- Xcccssury prcc11ulio11 i11 psychometric invcsli:.;:1tion•'J'hc ~UIJ<'l'i<n- intellectual or spiritunl mctho<l-Jts connection with
fecling-)lagnctic experience of JJuicl:111<l, Omclin 111111 0Uicr3 -The
loss of con~ciousuc:<s us to the body - Connection of the pl1enomcnn
with hro:ul forchcn<ls - El'il~ trom seusltiveuess - How 111·oidc1l IJy
he:tllh :nul hy pure psychic action - SomnnmlJnlism nntl tr:111ce co1111ectr1l with the temples - Loss of hodily consciousnc.'s - l\fotlium~hip
- )lanipulution to tlevclopc trn11ce aml J':<yohom!'lry- Xcglc1•t of
phy;;i1·ians - Etfcct of the loenl excitement uml heat in the t emples Its illu~tmtlon in .]HU(' n1tlcl' - Perfect Yi:<ion lllhl re1111ll'k:t1Jlc intclli·
gc11ce uud <'llct·gy with thc' 1•yes dosed n111l b:u11l11gr1l - )':iin iu the
tc111plcs - Jli11ts to phy~ici:111s -- l31intltold experiments - 'lromlerrul
development< or clnirrnyant inlellii,-rence - Their neglect loy collcgcs'l'hc pby~it·a! te:u:~ into tfarknC!'S the spiritual into light - Spfrilualily
ot the tlying anti of somnamhuli~ls- views or .Antlral mul Ylr:;il Ynlgur e1·1·ors, comparing ]':1ychometry with 111c,merism, tliulwlis111,
~uiritu;ili.sm nml thought rcatling - Expl:mation of l'~)'C'homctry, uu
i11tlcpc11tlent 111astery ot kuowlctl:,,"C - Corporeal locution or the V'Ythic
powers - The soul rc;,idiug· iu the uruin as its home -The butly us the
b'llrtlcn of the m:111sio11 - Relation explainccJ by the sen~iUl'C nrrn·s Et)lgnstric locality correo;pomli11g to the t('111plcs - 'frun~tcr<•ntc of
psychic nction in 8lcep nntl tlrea1118 - Superubu111lt111t illnstruti.111 in
natuml ~om111uulmtbm -Reports of VulfJuho1111 - Exvl:11111lio11 J,~·
.\ntl1ropolo,t:y - 'l\"hy the 11heno111e1Ht arc forgotten - Phc11(>1nc11a of
urli6cial i;o1111mmbulism well aml witlt'ly known hut ignored hy t'Ollcges - J~xalt:1tion of the faculties in 1111turul ~01111111111h111i,111 - Ybion
of the l "rcnth ecdesiastie through pnper - l'crtcct Yi.ion with \'loM:tl
eye·~ -Ucutling with clo~c<l eyes aml ~uei11:; through :1 plank 1'1.'l"'l'll•<I
to 11 11hilosovhie11l ~ocicty - Snspen•ion of ~t·n:<al ion - Cn~c 1·cport1·.I
to 111t••li«nl ~<wic-t~· of Brc,Jau - So11111:1mlmli~111 in a youu:; 1-01>c-111:1kc1•
- l't'l'k..t ,.i,ion with «losnl C)l'•, 111111 co11111lctc hmlily i1t>Cl1,ihililyl'c 1•fret 'i~ioll ill :t girl of lhirl CC ll "illt l1a111l:1:.:<·<I l'Yl'S -- Si111il:<r l'll•C
in J:tli11lrn1·glt J'liilo~ouhical T1:111~uetiun:1- l:tiliz;oliun o! lhu i1sycl.Ji.:
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powers in P~ycbomet[Y• which have been nnglected by a11 intellectual
barharism-)farvelo JS case related by Dr. Abercrombie- Womlcrlul
Imitation uuu iutclli:; ~nee ia a girl of feeble minu - 'fhc true uuturc of
the psychic focultics nud their relt1tion to the spirit worl<l - 'l'hcir
liability to dclu:!iou - - Coufu~lou ot objectirn and subjeclire - 'l'lteir
future cmancipution of the world from super~tition - <;i.raulh•ur of
the twentieth ccnlur. - 'l'bc intuilional !acuity ru;~oclntcd ~,·itb uuconsciousucs;; aml sleep·- Sir 'l'houms llro1,,1c - Skill ot somm1111bulists
- D:mgcr of smltlcn l wakening - Identity of the somnolent ftlt"1lties
nud our daily iutuitiolhs wltich bring success in life - dcvelo1m1ent of
intuition lhoroughoul nil ages and ut present- Inspiration ot Shakespeare and George Elliot.
'l'he cavern's stre~ ms from darlrnexs come - to darkness go
Their sourc1 unknown.
Wild storms com~· lrom trnuspurcut depth~ o! upper air,
'Ve kuow uot why.
Comet.~ from stenJ~r deptl1s, unknown, rush by,
A dazzling iluystcry.
Yet science shall 1~,·eal the w!Jolc, au1l trncc the paths
By which ti ey come.
Then shall its stn~ y eye pierce Jnrther, tliunncr tleptbs
Ot human IJ~Yslery The magic of the l~ncient sa~c - the Propltet"s ken,
'l'hc pricsll~I power
That awe<l the sa~ age tribes null built the temples grand;
The woudro us t.;1lcs ·
Of Angel:! dimly ~en, nnd or Demoniac powct';
The wiltl in.lanitles
Tltat come like s(.(j rms lo multitude.•, nutl 1leepcr mysteries
Of mad-ho e lite;
El.'.tatieii, Jrenme11 , lloatiug forms, :lbtoulllling miracles
At saintly ti mbs,
Aud the uncousciqns utterance of n wisJom rar~
lt~rom fccblcl lips;
The,;e ~hull be trn1.cd along the mystic line~ of power
Thnt rc:1cb tfar
'fownrtl that un~clm aml u\\r/ul power ti.mt hollls
'l'lte furthest stars,
Ami yet with swc~ft beucrnlcncc I i!ts up
l'oor, crrin91 1111111,
~When he :uipire:1, into tile realm of Ilcnveuly Jore.

\Vhat is the es ential nature of the psychometric
faculty? In the ultimate analysis l ha \ 'I! called ii
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But the intuitional faculty is connected
wilh the interior portion of the front lobe and that
portion is connected by the law of coincidenc.;e or
parallelism with the latt!ral portion of the front lobe,
which is t>ehind the eyebrow, and runs into connexion with the interior part of the middle lobe, in
which is located the organ of feeling or sensibility the aggregate of the sensitive faculties. Hence it is
that the somnambulic and psychometric conditions
may be brought on by gentle impressions on the
sense of feeling, especially by such impressions as
are made by the ncrvaura.
The acute perceptions of the region of intuition
and its coincident in somnolence, are thus associated
closely by the proximity of the organs with the
highest sen~ibilities that we possess and the exercise
of the intuitional faculty is accompanied by the
highest degree of sensibility, which needs to be
protected from all harsh influences and even from
ordinary light. Hence in clairvoyant experiments
it is necessary to extinguish or lower the light or to
protect the eyes. The bandage placed over the eyes
is a real advantage to the clairvoyant.
It follows then from the construction of tht! brain
that in all intuitional phenomena there will be great
exaltation and delicacy of the senses manifested
- that feeling, hearing, seeing and sympathetic impression will act in unison to give the delicate and
profound knowledge which belongs to the intuitional
region.
In the language of Psychomt!try we find this blending. The psychometer recognizes. all cognizable
INTUITION.
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properties, conditi s and phenomena in the object of
his examination.
he odors in the air, the temperature of the climat• , its healthy or unhealthy influences, the qualities f food and medicine, the sensations
of the sick, the for 1s and colors of landscapes, flowers, paintings, p rson:? and imagery, the spirituar
character of socie if and the purposes that pervade
the people - in slfort, all that can be comprehended
by human intellig ':nee is recognized, as if all senses
and sympathies were in the highest activity.
This combinatio of the faculties has long been
recognized.
" It the state of clairvoyance (says
Colquhoun) the m,tgnetic patients may be said to .feel
rather than to sc . Fisher's somnambulist assured
him that he saw hi1-~internal parts, but not as with the
eyes; he could nol describe the manner in which he
perceived them.
rederic Hufeland's patient said,
only in the highe t degree of lucidity, " I sec;" at
other times she ~enerally used the expression, " I
feel " this or tha~. part, this or that change, etc.
Gmelin's patient, 100, said she did not sec but .feel,
and with great dejlicacy, both internally and externally; and Scherb's patient declared, that in the magnetic sleep, the sen·s ations were rather those of .feeling
than of sight, and that the feeling during that state
was much more acute and delicate than when awake.
r\ corroboration o~ these views may also be derived
from the following· curious declaration of Dr. Despine's cataleptic p iltient. " You think," said she to
those who had pla d themselves cn rapport with her:
''that I don't .kn w what passes around me eve1 y
evening: but you !flre mistaken. I see nothing, but
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development of psychic powers was brought on by
an attack ·with a flushed face, pain in the left side o{
the head which was hot, and an excited pulse. She
was relieved by the physician and next morning recalled nothing of the attack. Another attack came
on in about a month and produced a fine specimen of
somnambulism. She rose and dressed herself with
her eyes closed, and went through the whole bnsi ness
of preparing the table for breakfast, but next morning
thought it had been done by some one else. In her
numerous subsequent paroxysms with her eyes closed,
she manifested the most perfect vision, even in rooms
entirely dark, sewing and performing household duties
with entire ease and correctness and sometimes refused
to allow~ lamp to be burned because she thought it
was daylight. These attacks were generally if not
always accompanied by pain in tlzc temple on the
left side of the head, which produced severe suffering
and led her to say repeatedly, pointing to that spot.
" it ought to be cut open - it ought to be cut open."
If the treatment had been directed to this spot as her
intuition dictated her attacks might have been controlled and perhaps her high en<Jowments perse1Tecl
in her normal condition.
In these attacks, her mental exaltation was often
shown by the impetuous rapidity of her action.
·•She moved with astonishing rapidity, and accomplished whatever she attempted with a celerity of
which she was utterly incapable in her natural state.··
Sometimes she had her paroxysm in bed, " where
she sung, talked and repeated passages of poetry.
Once she imagined herself at Ilrattleborough, spoke
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of scenes and persons with which she was acquainted
there, and described the characters of certain individuals with great accuracy and shrewdness, and
imitated their actions so exactly as to produce a most
comical effect." Although .she sang with propriety
and correctness, she had never learned to sing, nor
been known to sing, when awake.
Hereafter, libernl physicians enlightened by Anthropology will know that whenever an unusual
heat or excitement appears in the temples an inch
behind the brow, the sensibilities are exalted, delicate medication is necessary, infinitesimal doses will
be responded to, and delicate manipulations will be
so effective (guided by Sarcognomy) as often to
make medicine entirely unnecessary. Moreover in
such patients they will be prepared to expect unusual
psychic manifestations, and occasionally the development of an intelligence which may comprehend their
own condition and make the most important suggestion for their treatment (as was recognized by
Cabanis), or even obtain suggestions from thei1
attendant spiritual companionship.
In the case of J ane Rider the vision was during
her paroxysms entirely a spiritual phenomenon. It
made no difference whether her eyes were entirely
open or entirely closed or covered with bandages.
" On the twentieth of November, the reporter
(Dr. Belden) took a large black silk handkerchief,
placed between the folds two pieces of cotton batting,
and applied it in such a way that the . cotton came
directly oYer the eyes, and completely filled the
ca \'ity on l'ach side of the nose, the· silk was dis-
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tinctly seen to be in close contact with the skin.
Various names- were then written on cards, both of
persons with whom she was acquainted, and. of those
who were unknown to her, which she read as soon
as they were presented to her." To make the experiment still more perfect he '' took two large wads of
cotton and placed them directly on the closed eyelids and then bound them on with the handkerchief
before m~ed. The cotton filled the cavity under the
eyebrow, came down to the middle of the cheek and
was in close contact with the nose. The former experiments were then repeated without any difference in
the result." She also wrote with facility, and read
with facility, writing too fine to be distinguished at
the usual distance from the eye.
"She occasionally exhibited an extraordinary
power of imitation. This extended not only to the ·
manner, but to the language and sentiments of the
person whom she personified, and her performances
in this way were so striking, and her conceptions of
character so just, that nothing could be more comical. This, like her other extraordinary powers, was
confined to her somnambulist state-at other times,
she did not exhibit the slightest trace of it."
Another illustration of her abnormal intellectuality
was shown in learning to play backgammon. After
receiving two lessons she beat an experienced player,
but when awake she knew nothing about it.
I have dwelt upon the mental exaltation and the
spiritual vision in the case of]ane Rider because
the case is so authentic and so well known, ancl
because it illustrates so clearly the transcendent
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po\\'er of an interior region of the brain even in
morbid condition:;, which, without the use of the
internal senses and external reason, the sole intellectual guides recognized by the world's dominant
psychology and even by the Gallian Phrenology
altains all the results that are attained by the prolonged labors of observation and reasoning - attains
them without an effort, leaping at once into possession of the harvest of knowledge and wisdom as. if
all had been garnered by some celestial power and
poured into the receptive soul.
The full extent of the power it is true is not shown
in the case of Jane Rider, but it is amply illustrated
in mesmeric somnambulists, in religious trances, in
the eloquent outpourings of entranced speakers in
their poetic improvisations, and their grand discussions of themes with which they have had no
acquaintance previous to their inspired utterance,
in none more remarkably than in W. J. Colville,
who, when a half-educated youth, gave learneq
disquisitions on philosophy. If there be such powers
in humanity - latent in many - but bursting spontaneously into expression from thousands without an
effort, and in spite of repression, why is H eaven's
richest intellectual gift to man ignored and defied by
colleges? Why, unless that the colleges are in
philosophy, the reservoir of accumulated ignorance,
and, therefore, the antagonist of inspiration, as darkness is the antagonist of light, having followed the
drifting of the animal nature into the lower or
physical and verbal departments of knowledge, into
which they have so deeply burrowed as to have
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lost sight of the world of life and light, so far abuve
their plane of thought, and so grossly miseducated
their pupils that apparently educated physicians will
deny clairvoyance, and insult or slander those in
whom tt appears.
The farther we go in that direction the deeper tJ1e
spiritual darkness that enshrouds the world, for the
spiritual and physical are our opposite polarities. In
the former "·e find all light and freedom, all harmony
and Joye - in the latter, all darkness, tyranny and
crime. \.Vhen the spirit has abandoned the body
forever, then only does it enjoy the perfection of its
capacities for wisdom and happiness - capacities
which it realizes in life most perfectly when the
body is in the most perfect repose, but which are
often lost in the tumult of passionate life - least
realized surely when we are dealing with physical
obstacles- when the soul energy is lost in the body,
as in excessive toil, and least realized in our intellectual life when intelligence is exclusively occupied
"'1ith the physical forms and forces that resist our
muscular energy. Humanity is debased in proportion as education is limited to the acquisition uf
physical knowledge, and active life to the pursuit
of wealth and power.
How often does the soul of the dying invalid report
itself refreshed by a rich experience during the hours
of prostration and apparent death, or during ·Similar
moments in somnambulism.
Prof. Andrnl, one of the most philosophic of his
French contcmpota-ries 1 refers .to ·a case in whit;h l\f.
Filazzi, an i1tlcrnc qf. t\1e .~-I?,ie~ Di_~ll:> .~9.~all?' s.kep~t.i- ,
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cal, attempted to amuse himself by magnetizing a
fellow-student. After twenty minutes he adds "what
was my hon-or when I saw his fingers turn blue, his
head fall powerless forward, when I heard his respiration rattling like a dying man's and felt his skin
as cold as death itself. I cannot find words. to
describe my sufferings. I knew not what to do.
Meanwhile all these horrid phenomena increased in
intensity. I trembled at the recollection of what I
saw: there lay my friend, my victim, devoid of
the aspect of life, in a state of complete and terrible
collapse." • • • "In a quarter of an hour he
recovered, and exclaiming that in the extacy he had
experienced sensations of extreme delight, begged
me to recommence the passes. I did so with less
apprehension, and again the somnolency proceeded.
The collapse, however, was less profound and terrific, and in some minutes he suddenly awoke with
the exclamation: " What happiness is this."
It is a very old and familiar tho~ght, yet one not
acted on by modern colleges, that the soul has a
freedom and purity in itself which are hindered by
its residence in matter, and which it does not realize
until emancipated from its physical surroundings, or
relieved by an extatic condition from their immediate
pressure. Plato, and other spiritual philosophers of
antiquity, taught this distinctly, and Virgil expressed
it in the sixth bo'ok of the JEneid, in the following
among other passages :
"Nor cnn tho grovelling mind
In tile dark dungeon or lho limbs confined,
As~ert llm nalive skie~. or own its hca,•enly kind;
Nor t.leath itself cuu wholly wi~h the ~lains,
But long coutnu:te<l filth e'en iu tho soul remains."
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'The collegiate pol'cy is to recognize only tht! a1.:t.io11
of the soul as immersed in matter it studies its physical :;urroundings, while debased by selfish influenct!s,
and to ignore as visionary and delusive all its transcendent powers, and all who possess them or who
believe in their ei~istence, unless t/zcy wrote fain
I ho us and years ago.
The reader is now prepared by the exposition of
p:;ychometric phenomena and their connection with
the brain to correct certain vulgar errors on this :;ubject among those who are unfamiliar with psychometric scit!nce.
As a matter of course those to whom new knowlcdgt! is presented generally endeavor to avoid any
change in their old ideas, and either resist its reception or endeavor to diminish its novelty and identify it
with what they alreaidy know, or suppose they know.
Thus a clergymam familiar with certain notions of
the power of the Dl~vil and his imps, and unfamiliar
with primitive Chpstianity, when he hears of strange
mental phenomena of mesmerism and spiritualism,
assumes that they a:re but another form of the diabolism in which he believes.
The devotee of mesmerism, when he hears of Psychometry and spirit , alism, assumes that they are the
same thing with which he is familiar a:; mesmerism.
The devotee of s1~iritualism hearing of Psychometry often assumes tl~at it is· merely an exhibition of
spiritualism or power of the spirits, and supposes that
supermundane beingis are its source.
The amateur in thought-reading also is very confident that all extraor :Iinary mental phenomena arc but
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\'arious forms of thought-reading to which his experience is limited.
The powers displayed in psychometric experiments
are entirely distinct from the spiritual phenomena.
We are no more dependent on spiritual help to feel
the medical impression of a fluid extract in a vial,
than we are in smelling a rose or tasting a beefsteak.
We are equally independent in feeling the impres$ion
or an autograph and tracing the character of the
writer, as we trace the character and tendency of n
remedy, just as much as we should be in feeling the
influence of smallpox in a piece of infected paper,
and there by contracting the disease. While in the
form, we have all the faculties that we shall have
when emancipated from the body; and whateyc:·
spirits can do in the way of intuitional perception,
we can do likewise with a freedom and success proportional to our interior development. We depend
neither on the living friends around us nor on the
spirit friends who may be present.
But i~1 proportion as our spiritual or intuitional faculties are deYclopcd, they han~ a wider range of more
cll·licate perceptions, and we may recognize or feel the
sentiments or thoughts of friends around us either in
the fo1m or out, especially if they endea,·or to communicate them. Hence the psychometer may percei\·e
that there are other opinions than his own about him,
ancl may pay them as 1mich deference as he thinks
proper - may reject them if he does not appro\'c, or
may avail himself of the clear ideas which arc presented. if they arc acceptable to his judgment. In
this he is as independent as in his associations in
society.

The state of m . diumship is a \'l:ry cliffcn•nt affair
from psychometric investigation. The medium surrenders his brain to the control of some spirit, and has
no responsibility for what is uttered, ll,or, in general,
any knowledge of it. The spirit may be of high or
low grade; and w arc far from getting pure spiritual
intelligence in such cases. The spiTit is using a brain
not his own, and 1evcr capable of using it as freely
and naturally as the owner. The spirit expression,
therefore, is very imperfect at best. But in a large
number of cases of mediumistic utterance there is very
little spiritual infh11ence present. The utterance is
not by· a real spiritual obsession, but more like the
entranced uttcranc,es of the mesmeric somnambules
modified slightly o~ not at all by a spiritual influence.
In normal Psychometry the individval has the perfect use of all his faculties in his highest intellectual
condition and also generally in his best moral condition, and is capablfjt of enlarging the sphere of his cognition by sympathy with either surrounding or supernal mind with which his power~ may be reinforced.
Psychometry is a dignified, independent and normal
process, which t inds if rightly practiced to the
strengthening and ennoblement of character and
mind.
The suggestion that psychometric revelations depend upon thoug t-reading or borrowing thoughts
from some one pre ent is as groundless as the spiritual notion. It is much easier to take an impression
from an autograph or medicine held in the hands than
to extract the infm ation from some adjacent brain,
even jf the informa ion existed there in an accessible
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shape. The total ignorance of the sunoun<ling circle
is 1:ot the slightest hindrance to the psychometer in
getting an autographic impression, and their entire
absence is equally a matter of indifference or rather
it is a positi,·e advantage, for the less there is to attract
or disturb attention the better· for the psychometer.
\Vhen Mrs. B. wishes to look into a difficult case for
diagnosis or morbid conditions, she sits alone with the
autograph, with her pen to record impressions as they
rise. If the thought-reading hypothesis is strained to
suppose that her mind must then reach out to the distant patient who may be at the antipodes, we cannot
but wonder at the credulity which supposes it easier
to perform such a difficult task than to feel the impression from something in the hands which is as clearly
recognizable, beginning at the hand, as a medical
influence from a drug held in the same manner, or the
caloric from a warm body.
Indeed, such marvelous excursions in pursuit of
knowledge (the elements of which arc in the hand)
would, if they were practised often, be unsuccessful,
from the fact that the patient does not understand his
own case, and is writing for its explanation by the
psychometer, who sometimes contradicts his impressions, or reveals what he did not suspect - or tells
him what he cannot at first belie\"c. When Mrs. B.
wrote to a correspondent at Calcutta, India, that he
was coming to the United States within two years, be
replied that he did not see any possibility of it. But
her psych~metric intuition was verified within the time
contrary to his anticipations. She frequently speaks
of erroneous opm1ons entertained by patients and by
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their physicians. Indeed, the psychometric judgment
is as entirely self-reliant and independent as any other
method of arriving at conclusions, and Psychometry
gives us a new method of exploring all sciences, by
our own mental energy. If there were no other
minds on earth or in Heaven, the true psychometcr
well endowed, could build up all knowledge and philosophy in grandest amplitude far beyond his power to
carry it in his mind or record it by any graphic art.
The treasures of knowledge which in past ages
have been thus gathered have perished unrecordedthe refined and sensitive minds of tropical regions
thinking no more of acc~mulating and recording
their too easily accessible knowledge, than of storin~
up nature's wealth of aromas, fruits and flowers which
were ever ·within reach inviting enjoyment.
In my experiments with 1\1rs. 13. and others. I
sometimes find them incapable of answering ~ question, while the answer that should come, is in my
mind very distinct. Instead of giving my knowledg~·
and opinions, they frequently state that \\'ith which I
am not acquainted, and sometimes express opinions
different from mine.
THE

LOCALfTY OF

TllE

PSYCHIC

PO\\"EHS.

While the great intuitional or psychometric centre
is unquestionably at the interior of the front lobes, .
with an adjunct location in the temples, it must he
borne in mind that the science r r Sarcognomy discovers an outpost in the body for all the psychic
faculties. The t'ntirc brain corresponds with l;1t;
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entire body, and wh:ttever occurs in one has it.s echo
in the other.
As love is expressed or echoed in the bosom, firmness in the shoulder, and the violent passions in the
lower limbs, so have all the subtle spiritual faculties
their corporeal homes.
The soul occupying the
brain as the master occupies the mansion, looks forth
upon the body, as the eye of the master rests upon
his garden, and as when invited by a congenial season
of pleasure, the master leaves the mansion· for the
garden, he typifies the action of the soul in occupying, for a time, the body, to the apparent neglect of
the brain.
Even without this descent into the body, the telegraphic connexion of the brain w1th all parts, by

sensitive nerves estnblishes so intimate a sympathy,
that impressions on the body become almost the same
as impressions on the brain. Hence the medical
impression from medicines held in the hand is in the
very sensitive instantaneously recognized, though in
others it requires sometime to reach the brain and
become understood. Hence too, the psychometric
impression from an autograph held in the hand is in
the Yery sensitive, so promptly recognized, that they
prefer to n'.!ceh·e their impressions in that manner,
and, indeed, psychometric impressions of character,
like medical impressions may be received in the
sensitive from any part of ~he surface of the body.
Manifestly, howe\'cr, the most perfect reception
of psychic impressions may be expected at that part
of the body which most nearly corresponds witl1 the·
scnsiti,·c and somnolent region of the temples. S~rc-
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ognomy shows that there is such a locality adjacent
to the median line' of the body, upon and below the
sternum, its chief location occupying a few inches
below the ensiform cartilage of the breast-bone. (The
accurate location of the psycho-physiological functions in the body which constitutes the science of
Sarcognomy is one of the valuable applications of
Psychometry.)
At this location, somnolizing effects are produced
by the application of the hand or by passes toward
this spot, and thus all the phenomena of somnambulism and somniloquence may be developed as effectively as through the organ of somnolence, in the
temples, by which my pupils are accustomed to
produce the somnolent conditions.
Having thus cerebral and corporeal organs of the
highest sensibilities and intuitions in close correspondence with each other, it follows that the most
intimate union and co-operation of the soul, the
brain and the body, must be possible, if any where
through this apparatus of intuition and sympathetic
sensibility, the two locations of which are always
in close rapport, each capable of responding to the
other.
The cerebrum has the controlling centre nearest
the soul, but when the cerebrum .is in a quiescent
state as in sleep, some local excitement may well
attract the psychic action to this psychic region of
the body, and of this, nature and art have given
ample illustration in spontaneous and induced somnambulism, ·in which the exercise of perceptive or
intuitive power from the sternal and epigastric region
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has Jong been observed without comprehending its
philosophy, which has been given by Sarcognomy.
Colquhoun says : '' I brought forward abundant
evidence . with the view of demonstrating the extraordinary fact of the occasional transference of the
faculties in certain states of the organism. ·while
engaged iri collecting that evidence, I found no want,
but rather a redunclance of materials; I found myself
to be very much in the same situation with the ingenious Frenchman who complained of the embarras de
r/chcsses; for this reason I conceived it sufficient to
adduce only the most striking and best authenticated
instances. • • • Several years before, I had for a
totally different purpose, made a pretty ample collection of the most interesting and best authenticated
instances of the u~tural somnambulism ; and it seemed
to me that it might be of use to search for, and
examine, this collection with a view to discover
whether it contained anything that could confer
additional strength upon the cogent evidence
already adduced. • • • I was a good deal surprised, though pleased, to find that in almost every
one of these cases, the facts of the insensibility of
the corporeal organs, and of the transference of the
faculties, had been more or less distinctly observed.
I have since been enabled to add several very interesting recent cases of a perfectly uniform character,
almost all of which have been reported with great
accuracy by professional men. The discovery of the
manifestation of the remarkable phenomena in question appears to have been almost always made by
mere accident - they are seldom brought very
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prominently forward. and scarcely any attempt is
made to account for them, excepting upon the
strange ancl inadmissible hypothesis that the organ
of one sense supplies the place and performs the
functions of others."
This mystery to Colquhoun disappears when we
recognize the existence of a higher and all comprehensive intuitional power, in which all intelligence is
concentrated, and which having a definite location in
the cerebrum, has also a corresponding location in the
body. I n consequence of this stnicture, psychomet- •
,;c or intuitional powers may be exercised either from
the central or the epigastric location, and the epigastric location may become the chief seat of the
power or rather the manifestation, when consciousness
being suspended by sleep, the entire brain has lost its
excitability.
The entire philosophy of this subject can be appreciated only after the study of organology and pathognomy as presented in the volumes of Cerebral
Psychology and Pathognomy, • which explain the
relations of the interior and exterior surfaces of the
front lobe, and the action of the lateral occipital region,
in suspending consciousness (while reinforcing animal
life)' and opening the brain to the influx of exterior
intelligence which controls all action without employing the consciousness of the subject by which the
mental processes could be recognized nncl remcmoerecl.
Hence the performances of somnambulists are like
" These ~llbJCctx 'will be c·onci~cly pre~cnl Ptl 111 n nl'lv e<litlon of my
RybtClll or .\tltl'OjlOlogy , wliit:h l hope, ,, prepare ill I~.
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those of spiritual mediums, unrecorded by memory
and unknown to the subject when he returns to his
normal state.
T hat artijidal somnambulism is accompanied by the
power of seeing with the eyes bandaged and of travelling in any direction, describing the regions visited
as if the clairvoyant were actually looking at them
has been so often verified in all civilized countries, in
private circles, before scientific committees, and before
public audiences that it is needless to relate instances.•
T hat natural somnambulism, too, is accompanied
by a wonderfu l exaltation of the perceptive powers
and by the perfect exercise of the senses when the
eyes are insensible, or when light is absent, has been
very often observed, but so limited has been the circulation of th! literature in which such facts are embodied and illustrated that it is worth while to refer to a
few authentic examples of the exaltation of the senses
and their exercise in an unusual manner.
O ne of the most famous of these is the case in the
thirty-eighth volume of the French Encyclopedia, narrated by the Archbishop of Bordeaux, in which a
young ecclesiastic was accustomed to get up at night
in a state of somnanbulism, compose and write ser• The absolute stolidity ot the. colleges n111l a large portion of the educated classc$ on this subject shows tbnt the worltl i~ not yet halt civilizNI.
Xo matter how often the pbc11omem1 ure tlcmoustrnted, nor how 111a11y
thousnntls are com·iucctl, the college:; amt their text books remain the
same, 1mcl the perennial crop of ig11orru1ce on this subject flourishes with
unabatetl ubundance. If tbc tlcmoustratiou~ were not coutluunlly rcnewe1l,
the collcge1J woultl entirely suppress tbe kuowlctlgc of such facts anti suspcml the circulation of tile literature in which they are made known . Our
entire Unh·er~ily uud Cvllegiale system needs to be superseded by a
mtivuul 1--<lucaliou.
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mons. After writing a page he would read it aloud
and correct it with his pen. The Archbishop held a
piece of pasteboard under his chin to prevent his seeing the paper, but he wrote on as usual, not regarding
the interruption. Yet when th_e paper he was writing
on was removed and another piece substituted, he
immediately perceived the change. Thus he showed
that he was able to perceive what he wished to see,
but that he did not depend upon the transmission of
light and was not hindered by an opaque substance.
In this somnambulic condition he wrote pieces of
music with his eyes closed, adjusting the notes and
words, and correcting errors as one would do with the
full use of the senses.
A case of natural somnambulism occurring in Switzerland was reported by a committee of the Philosophical Society of Lausanne, and an account of it appears
in the Encyclopedia Britannica. In this individual, a
boy named Devaud, thirteen years and six months of
age, vision was exercised in rooms perfectly dark, and
with his eyes fast closed ; he recognized objects as
well as if he had their use. Like the French ecclesiastic his vision was not hindered by opaque bodies.
The committee state that when he was writing down
what his master dictated '' though we put a thick
piece of paper before his eyes, he continued to form
each character with the same distinctness as before.
The committee saw him with his eyes closed write and
correct his school exercises and /t cipher and calculate with great exactness." He read the titles of works
in rooms absolutely dark, and l l even told the title of
a book, when there was a thick plank placed,between
it and his eyes."
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\ Vhat is most ex ·aordinary in the reports of natural
somnambulism is n only the possession of intuitional
power, but the susp msion of ordinary sensation. One
of the best illustr~ tions of this is a German case
reported in the T ra lsactions of the Medical Society of
Breslau."
"A ropemaker, ti enty-three years of age, was frequently overtaken by sleep, even by daylight, and in
tl1e midst of his u,sual occupation, whether sitting,
standing 0r walking. His eyes were firmly closed, and
he lost tlic use of all liz"s external senses. While in this
state he sometimes recommenced doing all that he had
been engaged in dmring the previous pa:-t of the day,
from his morning de rotions up to the commencement of
the paroxysms. At other times he would continue the
work in which he happened to be engaged at the
time, and finished hits business with as great ease and
success as when a' rake. When the fit overtook him
in travelling, he did not stand still, but proceeded on
his journey, with th: same facility and almost faster
than when awake, ithout missing the road or stumbling over anything1• In this manner he repeatedly
went from N aumburgh to Weimar. Upon one of these
occasions, he came into a narrow lane, across whicn
there lay some timb1 . He passed over it regularly as
if awake without injjury. 'With equal care and dexterity he avoided the horses and carriages which came
in hi:; way. At another time he was overtaken by
~Jeep a short while lbefore setting out for Weimar on
horseback. I le rodt through the river Ilme, allowed
his hor;.;c to drink, and drew up his legs to prevent
them from getting wet, then passed through several
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streets, crossed the market-place which was thl.'n full
of people, booths a11d carts, and arri,·ed in safety al
the house where his business lay."
" During the continuance of the paroxysm he wa-;
quite insensible, though pricked, pinched or struck,
he felt nothing. H e could not see when his eyes
were thrul't open. He could not smell even the
most volatiie spirit, nor could he hear the report of
a pistol when fired close beside him. "
Dr. Shultz, of Hamburgh, reported the case of a
girl of thirteen, of respectable· family, who in a state
of somnambulism, while her eyes were shut, distinguished, without difficulty, all colors that were presented to her, and recognized the number of cards
and the stripes upqn the·painted cards. She described
the color of the binding of b9oks. She wrote as well
as usual, and cut out figures in paper, as she was
accustomed to do for amusement in her waking state.
During all this time her eyes were closed, but in
order to be certain that upon these occasions she
made no use of her eyes, they were bandaged upon
the approach of the convulsions which preceded the
somnambulism."
In a case of somnambulism described hy Dr. Dyce,
of Aberdeen, In the Edinburgh Philosophical Transactions, the patient was a servant girl, and it is stated
that " she became capable of following her usual
employments during the paroxysm ; at one time she
laid out the table correctly for breakfast, and repeateclly dressed herself and the children of the family,
1~cr eyes remaining shut the whole ttine.
It is needless to give any further illustrations of the
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independence of the soul power ancl its man·ellous
perception ancl intuition which grasp the truth without the agency of sense or reason. The power exists
- it comes out spontaneously and spasmodically in
spite of neglect and repression. But ne,·t.!r has ttiis
power ht.en studied in a scientific spirit so as to comprehend its philosophy and to realize its illuminating
power, when rightly directed, for all science ancl
philosophy.
Psychometry gives us a philosophic
and practical knowledge of the soul po" er as the
illuminating endowment of all humanity, which protects us from falsehood, leads us to truth, and is
competent to gi,·e us a mastery of limitless realms in
the unknown.
There is no limit to what may be achieved by the
emancipation and cultivation of the soul power in the
exploration of all realms of knowledge. Psychometry
appears like an entrance into celestial realms, where
to will is to have, and where all knowledge is free to
its seeker. If this be true, and be sufficiently shown
in this Yolume, how can we who know these things
regard the world's intellectual history down to the
present time· as- anything but a grandly barbarian
record - a record of physical knowledge and physical trimuphs, accompanied by calamitous ignorance
in reference to a~I except the mechanic arts that
would ameliorate human destiny. I haYe dwelt upon
the spc:mtaneous, or accidental illustratiuns of the
occult powers of the soul which ha,·e appeared in
somnambulism. I could add an other illustration of
the same class of accidental de,,elopments which
shows what marvelous endowments may come in
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this spontaneous wny, and how limitless are the
achieYements to be expected when our occult powers
arc fully utilized, instead of being ignored and
repressed . The case is one related by Dr. Abcrc1tmbie, as follows :
" A girl aged seven years , an orphan of the lowest
rank, residing in the house of a farmer by whom she
was employed in tending cattle, was accustomed to
sleep in nn apartment separated by a very thin partition from one which was frequently occupied by an
itinerant fiddler. This person was a musician of
considerable skill, and ofte"n spent a part of the night
in performing pieces of a refined description, but his
performance was not taken notice of by the child
except as a disagreeable noise. After n residence of
s:x months in this family, she fell into bad health,
and was removed to the house of a benevolent lady,
where, on her recovery, after a protracted illness, she
was employed as a servant. Some years after 8he
came to reside with this lady' the most beautiful
music was often heard in the house during the night,
which excited no small interest and wonder in the
family, and many a waking ~011r was spent in
endeavors to discover the invisible minstrel. At
length the sound was traced to the sleeping room of
the girl, who was found fast asleep, but uttering from
her lips a sound exactly resembling the sweetest
sounds of a small violin. On further observation it
was found that after being about two hours in bed,
she became restless and began to mutter to herself;
she then uttered sounds precisely resembling the
tuning of a violin, and at length, after some prelude,
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dashed off into elaborate pieces of music, which she
performed in a clear and accurate manner, and with
a sound exactly resembling the most delicate modulations of that instrument. During the perfonnance
she sometimes stopped, made the sound of retuning
her instrument, and then began exactly where she
had stopped in the most correct manner.
'' After a year or two her music was not confined
to the imitation of the violin, but was often exchanged
for that of a piano of a very old description, which
she was accustomed to hear in the house where she
now lives, and she then also began to sing, imitating
exactly the voices of several ladies of the family.
In another year from this time, she began to talk a
great deal in her sleep, in which she seemed to fancy
herself instructing a younger companion. She often
descanted with the utmost fluency and correctness on
a variety of topics, both political and religious, th\!
news of the day, the historical parts of scripture,
public characters, and particularly the characters of
members of the family and their visitors. In these
discussions she showed the most wonderful discrimination, often combined with sarcasm, and astonishing
powers of mimicry. Her language through the whole
was fluent and correct, and her illustrations often forcible and even eloquent. She was fond of illustrating her subjects by what she called a fable, and in
these her imagery was both appropriate and elegant.
She was by no means, says my informant, limited in
her range. Bonaparte, Wellington, Blucher, and all
the king~ of the earth, figured among the phantasmagoria of her brain, and all were animadverted
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upon with such fre~edom from restraint, as often made
me think poor Maney had been trnmpostcd into
Madame Genlis' P.lalace o( Truth. The justness and
truth of her remarks on all subjects, excited the
utmost astonishmtl1nt in those who were acquaintl'd
with her limited means of acquiring information.
She has been kn1own to conjugate correctly Latin
verbs which she !had probably heard in the school
room of the famil r, and she was once heard to speak
several sentences very correctly in French - at the
same time stating that she heard them from a foreign
gentleman whom 11he had accidentally met in a shop.
Being questioned on this subject when awake, she
remembered ·havi11g seen the gentleman, but could
not repeat a word of what he said. During her
paroxysms it was almost impossible to r,wake her,
and when her c;ryclids were rr11:~al, and a candle
brought near the eye, the jmjil sec:ncd £nsc11sible to
the light.
"For several years she was, during the paroxysms,
en.tirely unconscio1lls of the presence of other persons,
but about the agE' of sixteen she began to obser\'e
those who were ii,f the apartment, an<l she could tell
con-ectly their numbers, though the utmost care was
taken to have the room darkene<l. She now also
became capable o~ answedng the questions !hat were
put to her, and of noticing remarks made in her
presence, and with! regard to both she showed astonjshing acuteness. I Ier observations, indeed, were
often of such a ature, and corresponded so accurately with characters and events, that by the
country people sfae was believed to be endowed
with supernatural powers."
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" During the whole period of this remarkable affec~
lion, which seems to havt:! gone on for ten or eleven
ycari-;, she was when awake, a dull, awkward girl,
very ::.low in receiving any kind of instruction, though
much cart: was bestowed upon her, and in point of
intellect she was much inferioi; to the;: other servants
of the family. In particular she showed no kind of
turn for music. She did not appear to have any
recollection-of what had passed during her sleep; but
during her nocturnal ramblings she was more than
once heard to lament her infirmity of speaking in her
sleep, adding how fortunate it was that she did not
sleep among tht:: other servants as they teaseJ her
enough about it as it was."
In such cases as these, how do we account for the
preternatural intelligence acquired by a dull, frebleminded girl when her ordinary life was suspended to
give place to this soul-life. As the laws of nature are
inrnriable and the elements of human nature are the
same for all human beings, it is manifest that there is
a psychic power in all human constitutions which is
the polar opposite of our physical life, and whidi in
its extreme operations withdraws all consciousness
from the body and enjoys a realm of clearer percep!ion, deeper wisdom and nobler impulses. That realm
is the rt:alm of disembodied life which is called the
spirit world, and they who enjoy this psychic exaltation either spontaneously as by disease or by artificial
preparation, are in a spiritual condition approaching
closely to that of our future life, when the body has
been entirely cast off. These powers are not confined
lo the limited role in which they have been tested by
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the puzzled observers of accidental somnambulism.
but extend to the exploration of psychic as weU as
physical wodds; and volumes might be compiled of
the reports which they hav~ brought of the conditions
of the spirit world and the personal appearance and
post mortem life of thost: whose friends have enquired
about them, or of distinguished historical and religious characters.
In this, however, as in all matters of observation
reported by travellers, we arc liable to receive no little error and exaggeration, as the observer (often very
ignorant) may be controlled by dominant ideas and
prejudices. Such revelations coming through theological or sectarian minds are far from being reliable
for accuracy, because the conditions of th<;! observation
are so very different from those of this life.
Here on the earth the objective and subjective are
distinct and contrasted - yet even here we may have
delusions from subjective conditions, and on the dim
horizon we may see what we anticipated instead of
what exists. Such errors in microscopic observations
are · not uncommon. But in spirit-lifo the distinction
of objective and subjectiYe fades into such dimnes:s,
that the distinction i:s often entirely lost, and 011r imaginations and emotions may make surroundings which
we fail to distinguish from the immnterial realities
which have not the impenetrability of matter.
If even so great and, wise a seer a::; Swedenborg wa~
not exempt from such delusions, we may expe :t ti
find them abundant in the spiritual literature of all
ages.
Nevcrthckss it is by the wise culture and regula-
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tion of the psychic faculties that the world hereafter
is to achieve its highest civilization and the deve1op·
meat of limitless religious truth in place of the blun·
dering and superstitious theologies which have ruled
the barbarian age of the past and still hold in sub·
jection all but a few vigorous thinkers.
The coming century will be THE AGE OF l'SY·
cno:.IBTRY in which mankind no longer prone and
dreaming, passive before the masters of delusion 1
will stand erect in the conscious maturity of manhood:
rejoicing in the comprehensive knowledge of WHA1
IS, WHAT HAS BEEN, and WHAT WILL BE.
Among the five hundred millions which our Greal
Republic may attajn in that century, I shall not be ar1
enrolled citizen, but may be remembered as the hcra1d
who announced the coming illumination and shall
not be invisible to the intelligence of that century.
That a grandly intuitlonal power resides in the
human constitution, that it occupies an interior latent
position, and comes into play best when the faculties
on which we commonly rely, are quiescent, ought to
have been realized by all intelligent thinkers. It is
shown in the familiar phenomena of somnambulism
which, when it arises spontaneously, usually begins
when the subject is in profound slumber, and thus
tntirely unconscious of his surroundings. It often
arises, too, when disease has so lowered the energy
of the body as to diminish its influence upon the
mind, or when the bodily energy is still farther
lowered by the near approach of death.
Sir Thomas Browne remarks in his Rclt'gio 11Icdici:
'' Thus it is observed that men sometimes upon the

208

Psych/c .Faculties.

hour of their departure, do speak and reason above
tht!mselves . For then, the soul being near freed
from the ligament::; of the body, begins to reason like
herself, and to discourse in a strain above mortality."
In like manner the best development of the intuitional faculty for Psychometry requires that the mind
should be withdrawn from surrounding objects and
t!Vents concentred in the interior consciousness, and
freed from the disturbances of light and sound. In
fact the mind is in so peculiar a state of interior concentration in Psychometry that the psychometer is
apt to lose the memory of his statements as fast as
they are given.
"Somnambulists (says Colquhoun in.Isis Rcvclala)
apparently in a state of profound sleep, rise from their
beds at night, traverse the most inacct!ssiblc places
without awaking, and successfully perform the most
delicate and difficult operations, whether intellectual
or mechanical, and all this in the dark, and frequt!ntly
with their eyes closed, as in the ordinary state of
sleep. It has been observed, also, that indh·iduals
while in this state, occasionally manifest a superior
knowledge of subjects and of languages which they
had not previously studied, so as to remember them,
or with which they had been but imperfectly
acquainted . It is likewise a striking peculiarity of
this state of existence, that upon waking the individual who had thus insensibily performed all these
operations, retains no recollection of anything that
passed while he was under the influence of somnambulism.
" It is worthy of notice, too, that the ads of the
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somnambulist are almost always performed with a
degree of freedom, boldness and precision, superior
to what he manifests when awake, and that he generally succeeds in accomplishing everything he
attempts. So far as I am aware there is no instance
of a somnambulist awaking spontaneously in the
midst of any operation he has once undertaken, nor
of his perishing amidst the dangers which he frequently encounters. There are, it is true, many
instances of somnambulists who have perished in
consequence of having been suddenly awakened by
the imprudent alarm of the witnesses of those perils
to which they were apparently exposed, but the
general experience of all times seems to lead us to
the conclusion that the somnambulist is guided by
other senses or instincts - that he is protected from
injury by other means and guarantees of security
than those by which his conduct is regulated in his
ordinary waking state. So long as he is left undisturbed in his proceedings, he acts fearlessly, and is
safe - a sudden awakening alone, by restoring him
to his natural state, and depriving him of the protection of that instinct which governed his actions,
causes him to perish.''
The wonderful intuitions of somnambulism having
been observed chiefly in this abnormal state, such
facts have become isolated from n01mal experience
and psychic philosophy, and it is the duty of a true
~\nthropology to show that there is no dividing line
between the wonderful intuitions of clairvoyance,
etc., shown in the somnambulic state, and similar intuilior.s which make a portion of our daily life, and
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guide us to results which are supposed to be attained,
by luck. ·
The successful physician acts upon an intuitional
impression and makes a perfect diagnosis, or prognosis
to the salvation of his patients, while a more learned
competitor with no intuitional power becomes singularly unsuccessful. T he intuitional lawyer realizes
the mental status and attitude of a jury, and thus is
enabled to win them. The intuitional business man
knows how to speculate, and with whom to associate,
in business. The intuitional general is guided in
campaigns and battles by what passes for superior.
skill and knowledge, but is really superior intuition.
Intuitional lovers often know each other's medts and
sentiments or designs, independently of language,
and intuitional musicians, such as Ole Dull, produce,
under inspiration, almost supernal music. Thus, in
every sphere of life, men are guided to success, if
they have energy to perform their tasks by an interior
light which vivifies and perfects their intelligence, and
the possession of this interior light is revealed, or
tested, in every psychometric experiment.
The intuitional faculty not only mingles with and
illuminates our intellectual processes, in which intuition is that interior light without which all \\'Ould be
darkness, but is often so fully developed that psychometric and clairvoyant faculties come forth to the astonishment of their possessor, and the equal astonishment of the cultured but miscducatcd classes, who have
been most carefully kept in ignorance of that which
was well-known to the ancients, which has bL:en in
progress publicly and privately from a period aulerior
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to the records of history, but which when forced upon
theii· attention to-day is received with a profound artificial stupidity, which never investigates or reasons.
According to a late number of the London I!lttstratcd
News, the marvel of the hour in Paris is a handsome
~oung lady in good society, of whom it says : " All
secrets are apparently open to her; she reads the past
like a book, and foretels the future with marvellous
exactitude; and yet her only guides are the pins which
she scatters on the floor. She is, perhaps, most fortunate with perfect strangers. She professes complete
ignorance as to the origin of her strange powers, or
the mental process involved in their development."
There never was a time when such phenomena were
not in progress in many places; but what avails the
sunshine when men shut their eyes? So long as colleges by false teaching perpetuate a stolid ignorance,
philosophy must be stagnant. But the colleges are
losing their power of repressing intelligence.
The highest success in all pursuits is attained when
we approach the most spiritu al condition - that condition in which our own spiritual energies seem emancipated from the obstructions of matter, and carry us
onward in a way which is foreign to our daily life and
all commonplace experience. It may be our own
emancipated self, or it may be as we rise to the celestial plane of consciousness, a higher nature in sympathy with our own in that sphere where sympathy is
universal a nd help not hindrance is the law, unites
with our soaring spirit to carry it beyond the power
of its own flight. In poetry, in romance, in music in
eloquence, in heroism, in 'religion, in love and even in
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painting, the entnrnced thought often leans un the
the supernal assistirnt.
Shakespeare is believed to have written with the
aid of inspiration, Iproducing his plays with marvelous
rapidity, and George Eliot confessed her assistancl'.
l\fr. Cross says: ' ' she told me that in all she considered her best writjing there was a 'not herself' which
took possession of her, and that she felt her o" ·n personality to be merely the instrument through which
this spirit, as it were, was acting. Particularly she
dwelt on this in reg:ard to the scene in' Middlemarch,'
between Dorothea and Rosamond, saying that aJthough she always knew they had, sooner or later, to
come together, she kept the idea resolutely out of
her mind until Dorothea was in R osamond's drnwingroom. Then, abandoning herself to the inspiration
of the moment, sh~~ wrote the whole scene "exactly as
it stands, without iUteration or erasure, in an intense
state of excitement and agitation, feeling herself entirely possessed by the feelings of the two women."
Ile says, too, that 1she had ' ' a limitless persistency of
application."
"Continuous thought did t1ot fatigue her. She
could keep her mi~ d on the stretch hour after hour ;
the body might gJve way, but the brain remninccl
unwearied."
.
This sustained, L nflagging power is cha~acteristic of
spiritual assistanc as those to whom it is given, perform without fatigue what would otherwise be exhaustmg.
The psychometric power is that which reaches out
for inspiration anc kindles in the glory of supernal
realms the light that illumes this lower life.

PART II.
USES AND APPLICATIONS.

CHAPTER V.
PRACTICAL UTILITIES- PSYCHOMETRY JN SELF-CUL·
TURE-CONJUGAL RELATIONS AND BUSINESS.
SELF-CULTURE. -Importance of Psychometry in self-study and culture
Why advice is not well received - Critical advice suppressed General insincerity-Admonition needed- Prayer unsound- The
Christian ministry inefficient - A confessional needed - Counsel
required by all- Follies and errors of the great-Guardianship
enjoyed by some- What success depends on, virtue and psychometric power - Psychometry as a national guide - The divine in
Jesus - In Psychometry- Will men seek its assistance- Society
offers no revelation of self-Imperfections of Gallian PhrenologyCorrection by observation and experiment on the brain - Cranial
descriptions - Imperfections of Cranioscopy - Development does
not indicate conditions, culture, or soul power - Value of a true
psychological system - Criticism on the word phrenology - Value
of a true cranioscopy- Value of the cranium - Its modification by
the brain- Value of old crania for revelation - Objection to cremation - Psychometry a mirror sometimes flattering and ideal Great artists psychometric- Different modes of viewing character.
CONJUGAL RELATIONS. - Importance of the conjugal question- Terrible evils of mistakes and mistaken legislation - E.vils of excessive
propagation - Vast amount of deception and misfortune in marriage-Evil marriage perpetuates national degradation- Inadequate
opportunities for true marriage- Disadvantage of women - Intuition
their reliance - Psychometric view of married parties - U nfortu·
nate marriage of W. and M.-And of G. and C.-Happy marriage
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of S. and A. -Continunl mistakes in spite of intelligcncc-Cunjugal unions as easily described before ns after the event- Unfortunate marriage of a worthy woman to a great author- Unfortunate
marriage to a brilliant author but bad husband- Marvellous power
of rsychometTy-Stolidity of the aversion to truth-Another brilliant author unhappy in marriage.
LAW AND HusJNESS.-Tnadequacy of law to execute justice-Superior power of Psychometry- l'sychometric commissions and arbitration - Restraining influence over crime - Legal aspect of tl1e
Question - Decision on the guilt of the accused - Forgeries Expert testimony- E.xamination of counterfeits.
Counsellor, friend, and guide!
I place my hand in thine,
To lead me through E:.nh's thorny paths,
Jn hours of darkness, cfanger, and despair,
When stars alone give light, and when
To souls illumined Crom within
All darkness disappears.

PSYCHOMETRY OUR MENTOR.

I KNOW of nothing in our religious and intellectual
life more valuable and more needed at the present time
than the instruction that psychometry gives as to the
merit or demerit of our characters, \vhether innate or
acquired, and as to the culture and development that we
need.
The great majority of mankind go through life without any serious or persistent effort for improvement.
Their habits are formed by education, association, and
the struggles or conflicts of life, and they yield to this
accidental destiny without a thought of controlling it
by any wise plan or principle.
When their habits, prejudices, and passions are thus
established they neither seek nor receive instruction as
to personal improvement. Advice on such subjects is
received with reluctance. Those who need it most·
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do not seek it, while those who desire and seek it for
moral improvement are generally the persons who need
it least. Advice seldom comes from those who are
competent to advise wisely, and the recipient of advice
is seldom qualified to profit by it, because the very trait
of character which needs to be subdued resents all interference, and perverts the judgment.
The ill.tempered map believes that his ill-temper is
natural and proper, and becomes angry if admonished
on the subject. The vain man believes that he has a
just foundation for his vanity, and cannot realize that it
is either offensive or amusing. The selfish man feels
that his selfishness is right, and does not believe in hu·
man disinterestedness. The man of coarse and vulgar
manners is unconscious of the disgust which he inspires
in the refined. The man of feeble understanding and
little ability to reason, does not perceive the shallowness or silliness of his own remarks.
Thus every defect of character conceals itself from
the one whom it degrades, by perverting his judgment
and his taste, and renders hif!l not only unwilling to
improve, but unwilling to receive kindly or with appreciation the efforts of his friends to enlighten him.
Having occasion once to give a gentleman the scientific
admonition that be was not disposed to pay due respect
to his superiors, he was surprised by such a suggestion,
and asked at once who were his superiors, as if he had
never supposed that a superior existed.
Thus men go through life unconscious of their faults;
anu their associates, who speak freely when they are.
absent, condemning them severely, suppress all such
criticism in their presence. Even the parent, ·or the
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conjugal companion, is restrained by the same politeness and fear of giving offence. And generally, the
stronger or more passionate and energetic the character, the more does it impose this restraint on the expressions of friends, and the more intolerant the person becomes of all comment which is not complimentary. The
criticism that does express itself is generally prompted
by impatience and disgust, and .hence only irritates.
It is not kings alone who are deceived by courtiers.
Insincerity is the fashion. Flattery is current coin
everywhere; and as Bonaparte regarded lying as an
essential part of the art of war, deceit and flattery are
regarded by men of the world as the essential social arts
of peace, and the advice of Chesterfield on this subj!!Ct is
generally accepted.
The monitor is universally needed. The kind admonitions of the mother cease long before they become
unnecessary.
When earthly parents cease to warn and guide, it is
time to look to our heavenly father and the sacred
offices of religion. But prayer is not a searching process, neither is it guided by a knowledge of what is
needed, for often it assumes the form of begging, of
self-righteousness, and of pragmatic disquisition - the
long prayers that Jesus condemned, but the clergy practice.
The Christian ministry should here come in with
searching and monitory power, but it does not. The
minister is restrained by the fear of offence, and by the
feeling that he has not a recognized authority as teacher
or counsellor. Even if this were not in the way. the
ethical education of ministers is too imperfect to make
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them competent monitors and critics. Christianity has
never been so completely and vigorously interpreted as
to become a corrector of the most frequent social evils.
ft may check the grosser crimes and v~ces, but the
offences which are not crimes flourish under the shadow
of the church, and in the midst of its membership.
Avarice, vanity, selfishness, ill-temper, moroseness,
peevishness, exaction, ~yranny, stubbornness, sternness,
and hard-hearted coldness, are entirely permissible in
the church, and the man whose influence blights everything around him, and carries him to the higher world
a pauperized soul, is neither controlled nor taught by
the influences of his church to rise out of his moral degradation. A society composed of hungry, half-pauperized
toilers, and millionnaires with pauperized souls, who live
mainly for the indulgence of avarice and ostentation, is
not rebuked or elevated by the priesthood.
The confessional of the Catholic Church, if it could
be administered by a wise and enlightened priesthood,
on a philosophic plan would be just what Protestantism
deplorably needs- being one of the most powerful agencies of moral progress. Sometime hereafter a confessional in some form will be restored. We all need to lay
before friendly eyes, our thoughts, our purposes, and
our principles, that we may receive impartial suggestions
from those who have not the bias produced by our personal interests, our passions, and our prejudices, and
who can tell us how our purposes and actions look when
viewed by a standpoint different from our own.
We need especially the kind admonition of those who
can place themselves in harmony with the higher spheres
of being, and, while giving us the kindest and best ap·
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preciation of what we are and what we do, point out
the improvements that are within our power.
It sometimes happens that this aid is given to men
by the sympathetic, devoted love of a gifted wife, whose
admonitions are never unpleasant.
Had Cresar obeyed the premonitions of his wife, he
might have lived through a career grand for himself and
his country. While the wife of Cresar divined his danger, the wife of Brutus felt her husband's deadly purpose, and, by her fierce courage, induced him to confess
it, but being of the same stern nature herself, she let
him advance to his fate, and shared it by suicide. But
that is a rare incident: biography is filled with examples
of women who have warned, inspired, and sustained their
husbands.
None are so entirely wise, so prudent, and so far-seeing, as not to need on many occasions, an intelligence
distinct from their own, coming from some calm atmosphere beyond the reach of passion and self-interest.
Fortunate would it be if all could have with them continually the guardian spirit which attended Socrates, to
check when errin~ and encou~age when right.
" For no eyes have there been ever without a weary tear,
And those lips cannot be human which never heaved a sigh;
For without the dreary winter, there has never been a year,
And the tempests hide their terrors in the calmest summer sky.
So this dreary life is passing-and we move amidst its maze,
And we grope along together, half in darkness, half in light,
And our hearts are often hardened by the mysteries of our ways,
Which are never all in shadow, and never wholly bright,
And our dim eyes ask a beacon, and our weary feet a guide.
And our hearts of all life's mysteries seek the meaning and the key."
-
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How fortunate would it have been for the world if
Bonaparte could thus, like Socrates, have been admonished and checked in his career of insatiable ambition.
How fortunate would it have been for Carlyle could he
have been made to understand himself and struggle
against that harshness and pessimism which vitiated
his judgment and embittered his life, How fortunate
both for him and Mrs. Carlyle, could he have been made
to understand what is now patent in their biographythe wide departure of his own character from a normal
and amiable manhood.
All history and all biography teem with illustrations
of the folly, the error, and wrong doing of the great
recognized since by the world, but apparently not realized by themselves. Society did not teach them,
and no tender voice from the upper world reached their
interior consciousness, as it reached the soul of Socrates.
Yet there are many gifted mortals now-a-days who
have more than Socrates enjoyed. Who have the daily
presence of a ministering guardianship that warns of
all dangers and cheers and invigorates along the path
of duty.
Nor is this beyond the limits of legitimate aspiration
for all, for the more entirely we conquer the lower
selfish nature, the more loyally we tread with zeal and
courage in the path of duty, the nearer we come to the
angel sphere of truth and clear-seeing intuition, which
enables 11s to act wisely and well. The path of duty is,
in the !tiglu1st sense, the path of safety, honor, and
reward. It may lead through conflict and apparent
calamity, but it leads to ji11at success.
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The attainment of success depends on our own
interior development, which gives energy and wisdom,
and on the far-seeing capacity, which commands alike
the future and the environing present, which feels in
every direction the current of destiny, and the latent
•
forces that impel it.
This few are permitted to enjoy, and this is what
psychometry brings us - a sensitive faculty which, with
semi-omniscient power as far as it extends, changes the
dim obscurity of opinion and conjecture to the daylight
of knowledge.
How fortunate would it be for any one to be thus
guarded and guided through life. How fortunate for
nations if their rulers would listen to the calm monitions
and revelations of psychometry portraying the true
character and interior motives of all in high places,
revealing the drift of the future, and giving all the data
necessary for a wise and prosperous administration. I
hope it may not be long before nations shall thus be
led into the path of wisdom. May it not be reasonably
expected in the next century?
If divine clements were incarnated in Jesus to show
the way to a higher life, which, nevertheless, has ever
been too far above the selfish plane of life to draw any
g-reat number up to the life of real wisdom, is it not a
pleasing thought that the divine incarnation in another
iorm may lead us gently upward, by coming to us as
we are, and showing the successive steps that we must
take. For the psychometric guidance of humanity is
really the working of the divine element, not gathered
n the glowing lustre of· one inspired soul, but diff use<l
1btuad in the atmosphere of thought, in the light of
1
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intelligence, revealing the truth, and showing the
attractiveness of wisdom, so as to lead men gently and
gradually into wiser action, and better methods of
living. The psychometric soul has the rare privilege
of approaching near the fountains of wisdom and holiness, and bringing thence the lessons of life-conduct, so
clear, so beautiful, and so satisfactory, as to win us, in a
most pleasing manner, to a better life.
Whether the unbalanced and improper people, of
whom th~ world is full, could be induced to avail themselves of psychometry for personal improvement is a
matter of much doubt. Yet however unbalanced men
may be, the doubt must sometimes arise whether they
are what they should be; whether there is not some
fault that hinders success or mars their happiness. The
unhappy and unsuccessful at least would be tempted to
seek psychometric assistance.
It is not merely exterior knowledge that we need,
but that knowledge of self, which, before the advent of
psychometry was unattainable. The advice of friends
has all the imperfection of their own idiosyncrasies,
aggravated by their inability to understand our nature
in proportion as it differs from their own, and the
advice of the priest has the same limitation, in addition
to the limitations of a professional training, which has
carried his mind away from the complex relations and
ethical peculiarities. of men and women in society.
In whatever direction we turn, we find the prayer of
Burns unanswered, and "kind heaven " has not enabled
us "to see ourselves as others see us.'"
The Gallian system of phrenology made an approximation to this, and has been beneficial to many- but
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in the first twelve months of my attention to it, I found
errors enough in the locations, the functions, and the
modes of estimating the brain and the character to impair very seriously its value, incomplete as its analysis
was at best.
I found great humor where the supposed organ of
Mirthfulness was deficient, great violence where the
supposed location of Destr(lctiveness was small (as indeed it was in the Thugs of India) and great avarice
where the supposed organ of Acquisitiveness was defective, as well as great disregard of money where the
organ was large - arrogant vanity where the organ of
Approbativeness was moderate, and other errors unnecessary to mention which it required several years for me
to correct by close observation of nature. But the cor·
rections were made as far as possible by observation,
and in I 841 my discovery of the impressibility of the
brain and demonstration of its functions by experiment
(being able to excite anger, joy, religion, pride, love,
hate, avarice, hunger, despair, fear, or whatever I
desired by stimulating the proper organ) enabled me to
realize that I had a positive, accurate, and complete
science of human nature.
Since that discovery I have never described a character craniologically without satisfying the individual that
I understood his nature well. In fact the parties were
generally more surprised, pleased, and satisfied than
myself. .For though very positive as to the truth of all
I told them and scarcely ever contradicted, there was
much beyond, that they did not realize. T perceived
the limitation of cranioscopy, which though it might
satisfy the parties described did not satisfy myself.
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There were intricacies of character which it could not
reach, and there were the ever present influences of education, association, health, heredity, etc., of which cranioscopy gave no information.
With a perfectly normal and well cultured brain, its
decisions might be entirely correct, because the actual
character corresponded to the original nature shown in
the development, but morbid or educational deviations
could not be indicated by development. The arts and
skill, the tastes and habits that had been acquired were
not indicated. Nor could the mere development indicate the power, the quality, the improvement, or the
interior spiritual energy of the mind, no matter how acquired. That spiritual power which gives brilliance to
a small brain, or by its absence leaves the large brain a
mass of dulness, was not a thing to be measured by callipers. Nor do practical phrenologists ever ascertain
this, except by observation of the appearance, voice, and
bearing, or by the exercise of their psychometric power
which many of them use freely, professing to have derived their conclusions from cranioscopy.
However, with a true psychological system there is a
great deal of interest, pleasure, and benefit in the study
of character. I say a psychological rather than a plzreno!ogical system because I prefer the term psychology
notwithstanding its misconception by metaphysicians to
the term p!zrenology introduced by Gall, because the
word phrm or mind has. ,a more limited sense than
Psyche.
The materialists who think nothing real but matter
~IS.e the wore! mind to sign.ify mental phenomena merely,
in which sense it represents little but the intellectual
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power of the s~ul, with perhaps a hint of volition. The
words mind and character represent distinct aspects of
the soul, but neither represents the soul in its entirety.
Phrenology therefore is an inadequate term. It was
used by Gall because he was a student of the phenomena of living beings proceeding from the brain, and not
a student of the soul or cognizant of its relations to the
brain and its independent life, nor of the transcendently psychic functions located in the brain. But manifestly in a true science of man we should recognize the
brain as the associate and instrum~nt of the soul, but
the soul itself as the chief object of study, though
reached through its cephalic and corporeal environment.
Yet ~ranioscopy, as derived from the true organology
of the brain, is a very interesting and important study,
the value of which I have no disposition to underrate.
It gives at. a glance the anatomical basis of the character, the congenital tendencies, and in connection with the
facial development of the region of expression (not known
in the Gallian system) it makes an approximation to the
actual acquired character, for the facial development indicates the faculties most actively used or cultivated.
Cranioscopy enables us to comprehend and classify
people as we pass them, furnishing a basis for our psychometric intuitions by which we complete our knowledge. It makes a still more accurate revelation of
character when we have the skull in our possession, and
we can ascertain by its interior condition the growth of
the brain in one part and its inactivity in another part
plainly indicated by the condition of the internal lamina
of. bone, and thus approximate a knowledge of the influences of education and habit. The deeply indente<l
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digital impressions of the convolutions on the internal
plate of bone indicate the growth and acquired power
of the convolutions as positively as the flattened surfaces from osseous growth, the thickness and opacity of
the bones indicate the torpor and atrophy of the subjacent convolutions, which we commonly find at the upper
surface of the brain in criminal heads.
Crania, moreover, have an especial interest in the study
of historical characters, whose remains are preserved,
and of the ancient crania which tell the character of
prehistoric races. Touched by the psychometric band,
these crania will recall not merely the character of each
individual, but his whole life history, - his muscular development, his life in the cave or the forest, his battles
with wild animals or with his fellows, his development
in language, art, and manners, in tribal government, in
domestic life, and his environment of climate, forest,
mountain, morass, and natural convulsions. Even the
extinct animals and plants' of the remotest periods will
rise up before the psychometric vision.
I trust that the fashion of cremation will not be allowed to make indiscriminate destruction of these precious relics - "the dome of thought, the palace of the
soul" - but that all whose memory is worth preservation shall have an unimpaired memento in the cranial
form, whic~ is the fitting monument, the historical record of the earth-life.
It was deeply interesting to me to hold in my hands
the cranium of Dr. Spurzheim, which was preserved in
Boston, and mark the indentations of his active perceptive organs in the supraorbital plate of the frontal bone.
The study of our character by psychometry is like the
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study of our features by a mirror or by a photograph.
It shows just how we appear in the imagc\vc project on
our surroundings; and as Narcissus fell in Jove with his
own image in the water, sometimes the truly lovely and
modest are charmed in finding their virtues conspicuous
in the psychometric portrait.
There is, indeed, a tendency in psychometric portraiture to a delicate flattery. As great artists are idealists
they give their own ideality to their pictures, investing
them with a delicacy and refinement from their own
minds, different from the hard realism of life. Even
the photograph has often a greater delicacy and refinement than the original. The psychometer, too, is an
ideal artist, more ideal than a Reynolds or a Lawrence,
for the ideal faculties are the source of his power, and
these faculties are refined and delicate beyond all the
faculties employed in business or even in art. Raphael
and da Vinci had psychome~ric souls. I doubt not they
were actual psychometers, although their art was mate-rial in form. The true psychometer is still more ideal,
and lives professionally in a delicate world of lights and
shadows, auras and influences, which are not material.
The psychometric power in the brain is closely associated with the most refined, sympathetic, and loving
emotions, and hence presents the most kind and sympathetic view of character.
Yet, like other intellectual faculties, its operation is
guided by the elements of character, and it may be used
to look into the recesses of depravity. A hard and selfish business man, if possessed of psychometric power,
would take more stern and critical views of character,
and one accustomed in legal pursuits to stuay the work-
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ing of the selfish nature would be more competent to its
psychometric description.
We shall probably have a great variety of psychometric talent brought into use .as skill is developed for different purposes. We shall needr. One for the profound and kindly analysis guided
by religious principle for our self-culture and improvement. This is the highest and most pleasing form of
psychometry, and would also be applicable to the study
of conjugal adaptation and the development of children.
2. One for the study of men in business relations and
the psychometric judgment of business affairs.
3. One for investigation of diseases and remedies.
4. A group of different capacities for the investigation of the different sciences 1. Geology, geography, and astronomy.
2. Anatomy, physiology, and zoology.
3. Anthropology, pneumatology, and religion.
4- Chemical and imponderable energies.
5. History, paleontology and evolution.
PSYCHOMETRY IN CONJUGAL RELATIONS.

Next to to the investigation of our own character,
with reference to its improvement, which is one of the
first necessities of practical ethics, and for whjch all the
progress of civilization and religion down to the present
time has failed to furnish an available method (which
we find in psychometry), comes the associate question,
on which the weal or woe of many a life has depended, Where shall we find our other self, the intimate companion for life, whose character, continually acting on
our own, shall elevate or degrade us, shall kindle or
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extinguish the intelUectual flame, shall make a happy
home, in which health and virtue are sustained, or dismal discord, which makes life not worth living, ancl
which an insane 1noralism would perpetuate to the
destruction of happiness, and the reproduction of a
demoralized and ma1rally deformed posterity. T he theory of eternal conjlllgality is beautiful and true, when
matches are made in heaven; but to perpetuate the
folly, the fraud, the madness, or the lust which causes
many a wretched u:rtion is to assist and perpetuate the
devil's most skilful work for the development of a pandemonium on earth. The record must be false or interpolated which ascri'bes such a doctrine to any wise and
holy source.
No one can observe widely the amount of domestic
unhappi~ess, and ijtS blighting effect on posterity (of
which the large nu11nber of divorces is a poor exponent,
since the number who dare to seek divorce is but a
sm.all portion of those who really need it), without feeling that discordanlt marriage is the foundation from
which is ever flowi1hg a debased humanity-a fountain
of bitter waters, whkh a delusive theology is determined
to perpetuate. Nor can we avoid the suspicion that a
large portion of th~e human race are quite unworthy of
matrimonial union a~ncl perpetuation of their own moral
and physical deforOJ!ities.
The urgent en d~uragement of marriage and childbearing, devoting tc this noble office the most clegraclecl
as well as the best ortion of humanity, is about as wise
as the conduct of t e gardener who is content that bis
ground shall be covered with vegetation, without caring
whether it shall be owers and fruits, or noxious weeds.

j
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That some psychometric guidance is necessary in
this most important of all engagements is obvious,
when we reflect on the millions of failures to realize
domestic happiness, and the numerous obstacles in the
\\'ay of happy union, even in our own country, where
there is comparative freedom in the intercourse of the
sexes. The sexual passion in many is so strong and
delusive as to make them utterly blind to.the incompatibilities of character. When the fire of passion and the
glamour of imagination are at work, an imagination
greatly intensified by social restraint and artificial ignorance promoted by the separation of the sexes, the judgment has but little influence, and the parties do not
realize that they are deceiving each other, in their anxiety to please and win affection. The assumed amiability vanishes, even during the honeymoon, and the sensitive shed tears when they realize the prospect of a discordant life. How true was the language of Byron: "Ah, few or none
Find what they Jove or could have loved,
Dul accident, blind contact and the strong necessity of loving
J\lay have suppressed antipathies
But to recur again more strong
Envenomed by the mutual sense of wrong...

From such discordant unions come all the demoniac elements of human life. The love perishes, and the evil
passions only 'a re perpetuated. We see so much of this
in our own country in comparative freedom, we can
realize how much· more debasing is the tendency in
other nations, where woman is practically a slave, ancl
has little or nothing to do in selecting for herself the
master of her domestic bondage. It is chiefly to this
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cause that the relatively degraded condition of Asiatic
nations is due, and it contributes powerfully to perpetuate the morally uncivilized condition of European
nations, which are but little less blood-thirsty now than
they were two thousand years ago.
Our social opportunities (especially for women) are
too limited to permit the general formation of happy
unions. Milli~ns who were adapted to each other never
met. Marriage is a lottery of chance, directed by accidental proximity, and the woman or man of really
marked and superior nature, for whom the true companion is as one in ten thousand, is almost sure to miss the
true counterpart that would have made a happy life.
Even with the most assiduous cultivation of society
by the young, the opportunities of knowing and understanding thoroughly those whom we meet are quite
inadequate, and a psychometric warning might prevent
many a disastrous union. Two cases occur to my memory now, in which misfortune was averted by psychometric warning. A young lady of great merit was
warned against one who proved to be an unprincipled
impostor, and in the other case a gentleman was warned
against an unworthy union, which he was on the verge
of consummating.
In the following instances I have brought psychometry to the post-marital interpretation of the relations of
the parties. How fortunate would it have been for the
victims of the discordant unions if they could have had
an impartial and competent psychometric opinion before
making their fatal mistakes.
Lovers cannot always rely on their own psychometric
intuition, even when they are well endowed in that way,
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for lovers are mutually deceptive, and love its~lf is
deceptive in its optimism. Two of the unfortunates in
the following descriptions were highly psychometric,
but did not think to avail themselves of their protective
intuitions.
If these pages should adequately impress the young
with the importance of cultivating and heeding their
own psychometric intuition, or else seeking the psychometric power of those who are competent to advise,
I shall feel that I have rendered an important service.
It does not indicate a weak or fanciful mind to pay
respect to its own intuitions, which are very different
from whims or fancies, and have guided the greatest
minds. Goethe says: "One soul may have a decided influence upon
another, merely by means of its silent presence, of
which I could relate many instances. It has often happened to me that when I have been walking with an
acquaintance, and have had a living image of something
in my mind, he has at once begun to speak of that very
thing. I have also known a man who, without ·s aying a
word, could suddenly silence a party engaged in cheerful conversation by the mere power of his mind. Nay,
he could also introduce a tone which would make everybody feel uncomfortable. We have all something of
electric and magnetic force within us. . . . It is possible, nay, even probable, that if a young girl were, without knowing it, to find herself in a dark chamber with a
man who designed to murder her, she would have an
uneasy sense of his unknown presence, and that an
anguish would come over her which would drive her to
the family parlor."

•
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Men have generally an advantage in their greater
energy and force of character, which enables them to
impress and even delude their junior females, who amiably yield to their fascination. Women with but limited
opportunities of studying the masculine character have
yet a valuable resource in their psychometric intuition,
if they will but firmly use it, and recoil from all
approaches in which they do not recognize moral worth
and sincere love. But unless they are firm and cool
they may still realize the fate of the bird, when the fascinating eyes of the serpent deprive it of the power to
escape. What unhappy examples of this have I not
witnessed. I feel it my duty to urge upon all the cultivation of the inner light of the soul, ancl obedience to
its dictation in the conduct of life.
Alas I that we so slowly learn to heed
The secret signs and omens of the breast I
An oracle speaks low within our hearts,
Low, still, yet clea~, its prophet voice forewarns
What to pursue, what shun.-f/mzans.
PSYCHOMETRIC VIEW OF MARRIED P/\RTrES.

No. r. W. and hl I placed in the hands of Mrs. H.
the names of W. and M. asking her to decide on the
conjugal adaptation of the parties; she said :
"I think these parties are married, but I don't think
they are adapted to each other. They had too much
individuality. There was more affection on the part of
the woman than the man. The woman has passed
over to the other world. She had pride of character
and was ambitious- paid great regard to public opinion. She was a true woman and de\•ote<l mother. Her

•
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relations to her husband were not entirely distasteful
to h~, but there were points in their characters which
did not harmonize. It seems to me they lived apart.
There was not love enough to keep them together, and
to tolerate each others faults. A cold indifference
came on. He would rather be out of her society than
in it.
"He is not very constant, has not much affection would not treat any woman well. He was selfish and
crafty and had very limited ideas of any woman's needs.
He is a strong intellectual man, ambitious in some
directions and very peculiar. He did not care so much
for public opinion, and might do things she could not
approve of. He was not liberal to his wife, would not
give more than the law required. I do not see any
open rupture with his wife though they lived apart .
He would be apt to go off.
(What offspring would they be likely to have?)
"They would not be very exemplary or scrupulous."
This description I know to be entirely true. The
husband deserted his wife (a very superior woman) and
left her to struggle for the support of the family. I
know also that one of her children gave her a great
deal of trouble. Notwithstanding her ill treatment she
would not seek a divorce.
No. 2. G. and C. I gave her the names of G. and C.
to describe as being persons whose conjugal adaptation
I wished to ascertain. · Of C. she said, "This is a
woman of good disposition and clear mind, possessing
a good deal of merit and energy-an intelligent woman.
S~e is somewhat domestic, but likes public life better
than the dorci~stic circle. She is not very affectionate
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and is rather selfish, but is a pleasing, attractive
woman, fond of the fine arts, especially music. • She
is proud and does not sacrifice anything for others."
Of G. she said, "This is a very good man, a splendid man - a little odd-bas some eccentricities. He
is a good friend . He has fine intellectual powers."
(Would these parties be likely to marry?) "I think
they nn married. They agree in some things but altogether their dispositions are not alike."
(What sort of domestic life would they have?) "Not
smooth -it was not a happy union, but I see no important causes of discord unless there was some outside
influence. There is no great discord between them.
They have love enough to do, but no ardent affection.
They do not seem to be together though they may be in
communication. I do not see any divorce." (This is
all true.)
(What offspring would they probably have?) 11 They
would be bright children but show marked differences.
The parental characters would not be blended in them."
No. 3. S. and A. I asked her to give the character
and conjugal adaptation of S. and A. Of A. she said,
"There is something in this woman to admire. She
has intelligence and gentleness - a good deal of love
and good womanly qualities. She would stick close to
her husband, bear a great deal for him, be very attentive
in sickness, suffering, and poverty, and devoted to her
children if she has any (Is she married?) I think she is."
Of S. I asked, "Is she married to this man ?" She
replied, "There is an adaptation, I should think this was
her husband. They lead a happy life, because they are
adapte<l to each other mentally and physically. He is a
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substantial man, of good executive ability.
He is perfectly satisfied with his wife and exerts himself to make
her happy. They are well adapted to each other - not
exacting over each other, but willing to accord mutual
rights. They will be apt to have good children that
will turn out well. They would make home attractive
to their children."
All of this description I know to be strictly true.
Their children bid fair to do them honor. . A noble offspring might have been expected from the first parties,
W. and M. for both parents had superior abilities, but
there was neither adaptation nor love, and the children
~ere far below the parental standa•rd, and the marriage
was altogether an unhappy one. Possibly the six
parties may be recognized, as I have given their true
initials.
The two unfortunate marriages were by persons of
high intelligence and intuitive quickness of perception.
A superior psychometric power could have told them
as well beforehand of the results and saved them from so
serious a mistake.
But the same sad domestic tragedy is going on daily
all over the world and will continue until psychometric
wisdom shall be invoked for guidance.
I have selected for illustration these accomplished
results, because no demonstration would be afforded at
present by a prediction which requires years for fulfilment. The psychometer can describe with as much
ease a character not yet unfolded or tested, and a union
that is only proposed, as he can describe the man and
women whose careers are k!1own. It is as easy to describe any celebrity at the beginning of his career whef!
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his abilities and tme character are unknown, as after he
has made his fam e!. In either case the psychometer
has but the intuitie>ns to guide him which arise from
touching a name, a picture or an autograph.
There are charncters well known to the public,
whose domestic lifje has become a familiar story. I
submitted the questtion of their lives to Mrs. B. by placing in her hands a )photograph, and after its description
a name written on a small slip. Without seeing either,
(the photograph and the writing being turned down),
she gave the following descriptions-first from the
photograph which gr\ve her a great intellectual stimulus. I too felt its intellectual brightness. My perceptions in such case.; begin as soon as she takes the
subject and somet1~1es before she has spoken. The
following is her exa,c t language :
No. 4. - "This i a brightening stimulating influence
- a very magnetic: person. There's a great deal of
coolness and judg~ent here. I do not perceive readily
whether he is livi ~1g- but I think it is a deceased
person.
"I am taken int<: very studious intellectual surroundings. It seems a 1 1an of a good deal of literary power.
Was he an editor, r lawyer, or professional character?
His life seems de oted to intellectual pursuits. He
was stirring, having; great executive powers, yet a good
deal of repose. H i was dignified and methodical.
"He had great O' portunities to display his abilities.
He was of humani~arian sentiments, and did much to
promote humanitarian principles. If he had wealth he
would do generous ~ cts . . I cannot see anything military
flbout him.
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(What was he as a writer?) "I don' t know whom to
compare him to. He does not seem a poet, though he
could write blank verse - Miltonic. His prose writings, though eccentric in style, would give him a high
rank. I should like to read his productions. I should
think he was more like Carlyle than any one else I can
think of.
(What was bis domestic character?) "I don't admire
his domestic character. There is something about it
not attractive. To judge from his writings you would
not understand his disposition. He was not amiable or
tolerant. He had too much of the fault-finding bulldog disposition. He seems an Englishman - certainly
not an American. He is moody. His life was not one
of pleasure, but devoted to one routine. H e loved his
vocation if he loved anything. He did not spend much
of his time in a social way. He was not at home with
many people..
(Did he have a wife?) "Ye~, he had a wife. He
would think a wife a necessity -had a sort of ownership of a wife. I don't admire his cenjugal qualities.
He impresses me as being overworked all the time. "
"This man was a contradiction in himself. While he
wrote on great subjects and interested his readers, he
was personally the reverse. One would be struck with
the dissimilarity. You could not know him from his
writings. He had some good objects: was not altogether morose ; had some moments when his better
feelings predominated, making him quite agreeable;
but that was not his usual condition. I see things in
him that many would not observe."

. . .. . ....
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IMPRESSIONS FROM THE PENCILLED NAME.

"There is not as conspicuous intellectual brightness
as in the last. This person did not give out as much,
but there is a good deal of thought - it was an eloquent person - very matured. It seems a strong
woman takes me into the sphere of woman with a good
deal of individuality. I ~hink she has passed overshe is not living. She was a woman of great forbearance, not endowed with a retaliating spirit. She would
rather bear and suffer abuse than retaliate. She had
most excellent control over herself.
"I think she bad authorship. She had the ability
certainly, and I think she exercised it - not to any
considerable extent, did not make it her aim. She was
intellectual and proud of mingling with intellectual and
cultured people. She seems a prominent person of
some distinction.
(Was she married ?) "I think she was married, but
not happily. She did not have a happy domestic life.
Her husband was not satisfied. He was a restless,
ambitious man, not satisfied with her. He was not
calculated to make any woman happy -would rather
consider woman an appendage than a companion. I
think she had a great many melancholy seasons in her
!ife brought about by this unfortunate domestic state.
It reminds me of Josephine."
(Is there any connection between the two characters
you have just described?) After hesitation and careful
consideration she said, "I think they were connected
by marriage."
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It only remains for me to add that the two parties
were THOMAS CARLYLE, the author, and his wife.
I then gave her another pencilled name and received
the following impression in answer to the question,
What do you say to this fem ale ?
"There is a serenity of character but not a vigorous
mind, with amiable qualities and a desire of performing
benevolent acts, domestic and cheerful, a person that
would not be much disturbed or chafed by reverseshas equanimity and courage."
(Was she married?) "Yes. She would show obedience
to her husband, have great respect for him. He was
not morose or sullen, m?re convivial. She was somewhat comfortable but not happy in her marriage relation. There was a constrained feeling. Her husband
was likely to neglect the civilities that belong to a wife.
He was absorbed in his own pursuits and might not
have intended to neglect her, but she seems very much
alone, isolated in her affections.
"She was well a ware that she was not treated rightly,
but made great allowance.for him. It seems to me she
was separated. He may have neglected her for others.
They had many wordy contests. He was an excitable
man and might have indulged in stimulus. She bore a
great deal uncomplaining before she made her troubles
known. She may have been induced finally to retaliate
by advice of her friends to vindicate herself."
(What of her husband, placing his name in her hand ? )
'•This is a high spirited, arrogant, self-willed man, but a
brilliant man nevertheless. He had something to be
proud of. He could wield bis pen on any subject in any
direction he chose, had an exceedingly prolific mind.
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But his affectional nature was stinted. He had a vivid
imagination and might dwell on romantic themes, but
had not a deep soul.
"He had a literary career. He was a favorite with
the public. His writings were sound and logical with a
vein of poetry. He had great ideality, and perhaps
sublimity, had a fertile imagination and could write
upon a variety of subjects. He might write on governmental subjects, might write with humor and sarcasm.
His forte was to write novels, romances. He had a
weird style, something like Bulwer's. It is more like
his writings so far as I know than any other."
(What was his domestic charac!er?) "He had a peculiar interior life, sometimes that would come to the
surface and appear flat and insipid. It would not
appear to the public.
"It seems he was addicted to some sort of stimulus
that changed him at times, alternating between the
merry and the grand. Sometimes he would write little
unbecoming things. In his younger days he might
write boyish things to women."To his wife he would be at times over tender and
loving, and then in an hour's tjme find cause for disturbance and be harsh if not abusive. He had a strange
disposition. I think some stimulus was the cause.
"l think his conduct produced a separation - he became intolerable and her feelings were injured too much
to bear it."
(Is he living?) "I think he is not living, but his
writings are, and she is either dead or in obscurity."
These parties were Sm EowARD 13u LWElt LYTTOX
and his wife. I have brought forward the examination

Co1!}1tga! Rclatto1ts.
of the Bulwer and Carlyle families not to investigate
the genius of the authors, but to show the marvellous
power of i>sychometry to investigate any past or passing or future life.
This intuitive power is to me a standing miracle, a
perpetual revelation of the divinity in man. The wonderful power which only needs to touch a word as an
index to the subject for investigation and forthwith
assumes as through a knowledge of men's interior lives
as if their biographies had been studied, and takes in
a panoramic view of life from childhood to its present
status in the world above, is a miracle before which I
bow in reverence .. and in which I see the noblest special gift of God to man, which our poor half developed
and irreverent humanity has for ages ignored or despised.
Verily the pearls have been cast before swine!
Not quite so marvellous but still to me a wonder, is
the profound stolidity and intense aversion to truth
which in former times assumed a ferocious aspect, and
assailed such divine gifts and revelations of truth with
halter, dungeon, sword, and fire, and now when diabolism is superseded by the stolidity of selfishness,
permits such things to be in progress undisturbed by
the executioner, but neither honors nor seeks them,
and prefers to turn away and walk in the treadm!ll steps
of ancient ignorance. Coming generations will realize
the barbarism of society to-day, the enlightened realize
it now.
One more example of intellectual brilliance and conjugal unhappiness, I have thought it interesting to
examine. The world attaches too much value to the
intellectual powers, and; indeed, to any form of pow~r,
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and too little to the other qualities of the soul which
alone can give happiness to the possessor and his associates. Such a mistaken estimate is fatal to• conjugal
happiness. When women learn to prefer soul to display
and wealth, their sentiments will have a powerful influence on society, but shallow souled women contribute
to the tide of social degeneracy.
No. 5. - (This is a male-give me his character.)
"There is something peculiar in this mind. I don't
get hold of him readily, but he impresses me with a
great deal of brightness and nervous energy and susceptibility. He seems bright and vivid like a living person,
but I am not sure - I must wait.
"There is so much ambition and push to the character,
I cannot command the language for it. His faculties
are so concentrated in what he does- he does not plod
over his plans, but dashes right ahead without fear or
favor - a strong individuality unlike any one I have
ever described. It is vivid as a living person.
"He was over-reaching sometimes. It would be
better for him if he had more coolness in his nature.
Was he not military? I think he was. It carries me
into military operations. I scarcely know where to
place him his mind was so kaleidoscopic.
(Can you perceive his favorite pursuits or talents ?)
"He was politic in his relations to the public. He
was devoted to literature but did not write very extensively. He had great descriptive powers and excelled
in description both in prose and poetry. He wrote
plays. He was restless - a traveller in mind and
body.
(What was his reputation derived from?)
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"From his writings. The fertility of his mind was
so great that people who heard of him would want to see
him. In the variety of his mind and moods he was more
like Byron than any one else I can recall. His poetry
would compare closely with Byron's. It brings up my
old song, ' My soul is dark.'
"His social position was high. He was a favorite
with the nobility. He had some title. His social life
was largely convivial. But he had moods, and at times
he was very depressed -very frequently-=-and at such
times he would write very grandly. He was not what
might be called a happy man. His disposition was not
adapted to happiness. ·whether it was hereditary or
some other misfortune connected with his birth, I think
be was not a happy man and he had not good self·
control.
(Was he married ?)
"He was married, but his conjugal life was not happy.
He was unfortunate in not selecting his proper adaptation. He was not the man fo make any woman happy.
He had love, but no~ the qualities that make conjugal
life happy. He expended his love on the creatures of
his imagination. There are many contradictions in his
character. He would not be constant to one woman in
attentions, and I think there was some jealousy in his
nature. He wanted more in a wife than it would be
possible for a woman to yield. It makes me restless to
talk about him.
" T here was a separation from his wife and a great
deal of scandal, and even censure on both - each had
their friends. I will not say which was most to blame.

They never unde~stood each other, and it would be impossible for any \ •oman to be happy with him as a wife
from his tempera1r,ent. He had a cross to bear all his
life - a skeleton t;hat destroyed his happiness.
(Was his domertic unhappiness from selfishness?)
"No, he was n :it selfish or avaricious, but prodical.
He was of a vacillating disposition towards women, and
lbey would not place much confidence in him.
(You spoke at · rst of a military life - what do you
say of that ?)
"I don't know exactly. There was something in his
life that partook of the military spirit.
"He is not li11ing, but his" writings are, and are
exceedingly prizecl. He had not a strong constitution.
He lived fast, widl gay companions and late hours, and
passed away too soon. He did not live long enough to
develop the possibtilities that were in his nature. The
more I feel this character, the more it seems like
Byron."
It was a picture: of Lord Byron, and the foregoing is
the concise statement of her imP,ressions., which she
usually gives. F dly impressed with the character, she
might have dictat •d pages, but she aims to be concise
and judicial, anti ][ do not wish to impose on her the
fatigue of a longe description.
At the beginni g of her description I caught a sufficiently vivid impression to have given some of the salient points of the ~·haracter, in which I felt the strength
of the upper occi ~ital region which gives intensity to
the mental action. The brain of Byron was not large.
It was Jacking in i;uperior breadth posteriorly, and this
was the ddicicnc that deprived him of proper self-control and harmony bf nature.
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PSYCHOMETRY IN LAW AND BUSINESS.

Law has two purposes - the punishment of guilt and
the adjustment of contention, in both of which its machinery is inadequate, and in both of which psychometry is entirely competent.
Law is incompetent because of its inability, in many
cases, to reach the truth, to discover guilt by circumstantial evidence, or to ascertain what is just from conflicting or defective testimony. It is lame and inadequate,
also, from the prejudices of judges and the wrongheaded ignorance of jurors. "Every experienced lawyer
can narrate by the hour illustrations of these lamentable
conditions.
Psychometry bas none of these wretched deficie!lcies.
The competent psychometer has no difficulty in determining guilt or innocence without a word of testimony,
and no difficulty in reaching the decision of equity and
justice in cases in which law, with ample testimony, is
still fallible in the administration of the best officers.
The decisions of perfect psychometry are an expression
of the Divine mind, through man, and approximate the
justice of heaven.
This being the case, human intelligence must advance
to its recognition, and there must be, in the progr.ess of
enlightenment, psychometric commissions in each court
of justice for the ascertainment of truth, to which the
decisions of petit juries have not been competent. As
we employ coroners' inquests in cases of death, and as in
some States medical commissions are employed, and as
cases are handed over to referees, the same principle of
employing competent investigation will lead us to em-
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ploy those for the ascertainment of truth who are most
competent, as we now employ experienced accountants
to determine on a man's conduct of his business.
A psychometric committee of two or three competent
psychometers should be employed to report upon the
facts in all cases of accusation of crime, and in all cases
of contention as to rights which are not mere matters
6f law or calculation, and especially in all cases of domestic infelicity and application for divorce.
We need not, however, wait for the tardy action of
courts and legislatures. When the entire community
shall have learned that the shortest and cheapest road
to justice, the least fallible and most accurate, is arbitration by competent psycbometers, they who love peace
and justice will resort to PSYCHOMETRIC ARDITRATION saving the vast expense of lawyers and courts, the loss
of time, the jealousy and hostility produced by a long
struggle, and the uncertainty of the result. Law will
be left as the costly resort of men of evil passions,
stubborn tempers, and dishonest, grasping natures, who
hope by litigation to get something more than simple
justice; and the very fact of a resort to law would be
prima facie evidence of wrong.
The friends of psychometry should in due time organize in every city psychometric tribunals of arbitration,
which, by their pre-eminent justice and promptness,
should satisfy and attract the business community, and
teach society that Jaw is necessary only for the punishment of criminals, and only reliable in that when aided
by psychometry.
The speedy access to perfect justice thus established
wo~ld enforce in all the channels of business, habits,
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and sentiments of rectitude now unknown. Dishonest
transactions would become rare, rogues would be known
and kept in their places. Defalcations and embezzlemen ts would cease, for · every trusted financial agent
would know that he was under a sleepless . inspection,
and that not even an overt act would be necessary to
insure his dismissal, for the selfishness and cunning in
which crimes are engendered would be recognized before
they had shown themselves in overt acts.
Lawlessness arises from impunity, and when impunity
is destroyed by vigilance, the lawless impulses are restrained by caution and cease to struggle against the
moral nature.
That psychometry must ultimately become the arbiter
to settle all contests between men seems clear to the
eye of reason- providing that the world shall eyer be
governed by its best intellect.
The true method of settling all contests is PsYCHO?tlE·
TRtC ARBITRATION; but before that arrives there is no
good reason why psychometry should not come into our
courts of justice, point out the guilt or innocence of
prisoners, to assist the jury, determine the credibility of
witnesses, the bona fide, or selfish and malicious character, of acts, the genuineness of documents, and the
reliability of trustees, guardians, commissioners, etc.
This is so obvio~s, that a talented member of the
New York bar, as soon as he was convinced of the
truth of psychometry, wrote an essay for the 'Albany
Law Journal (February 5, 1881), advocating the introduction of psychometry in courts as competent evitience
in reference to guilt or innocence. The following quotci.tion shows his vievf of this matter;-
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"I refer to the employment of experts as witnesses
about the genuineness of signatures, or other writings.
Chirography is recognized by the court as entitled to
experts. On what authority does this rule rest? No
one will pretend it is legislation. Then we must get it
from elementary writers and judicial rulings. What is
the aim of all authors and jurists in establishing such
rules and rulings ? Certainty, of course. What aids
do they invoke? Principally those of science. Is one
science entitled to more consideration than another?
Certainly not. Is there, then, a science that can make
the conviction of a criminal guilty of perjury, and the
acquittal of those wrongfully suspected, always a certainty? There certainly is. Its name is PS\'CHO.METRY.
Its method, the discovery of a knowledge of his own
guilt or innocence in the prisoner's mind.
"Psychometry is a science from which no mortal
man can conceal his real thoughts. If he will dare to
write what be pretends are his convictions upon paper,
the moment he thus commits himself, the psychometric
expert can tell with an infallible certainty whether what
be said was true or false." "Psychometric experts express no opinions, but deal in facts, and facts about
which they all always agree. If, then, they can furnish
positive evidence that can defy doubt and disproof, must
it not be a higher order of evidence than conflicting
opinio~s unsusceptible of conviction of perjury? What,
then, is to be the first step taken. It is the recognition
by the courts of psychometry as a science. It asks only
a test of its integrity, and its friends are aware that it
will have to encounter the open and bitter enmity of
every bypocrite i~ the world."
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As the claim has thus been presented of psychometric infallibility 'in questions of guilt or innocence (which
I could not affirm except of the best psychometric talent
cautiously employed), it is proper that I should explain
to the legal profession that although Psychom-etry has
not yet been introduced as legal evidence, it may be of
great value to the prosecuting attorney to determine in
his own mind the question of guilt or innocence. .A
little experience with a good psychometer will enable
him to determine how much reliance should be placed
on bis psychometric opinions. I have been accustomed
for some years when accused criminals were before the
public with different opinions upon their guilt to determine the matter for my own satisfaction by Mrs. Buchanan's ps'ychometric power. Yet I have never indulged in
the sensationalism of publishing such oeinions. When
a prisoner was arrested in London as a dynamite conspirator. (Cunningham) I obtained from her a correct
description of the person, and an affirmation of his guilt,
which has since been sustained by his conviction and
sentence to imprisonment for life.
A conscientious lawyer must often be deeply interested in the question of guilt or innocence as to clients
and witnesses which psychometry could decide. And
not only lawyers, but many . business men have frequently great need to know the true character of men
with whom they are doing business, whom they have
had little opportunity of knowing. Ajded by psychometry one may carry on business all over the country
with as great security as in his own city. Mrs. B. has
been accustomed to pronounce on the capacity, character,
and reliability of men placed in responsible situations.
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In questions of authenticity and forgery, a psychome·
tric expert who has proved his ability to detect a forgery
would, I presume, be as competent a witness in court as
one whose po.w er was derived only from the study of
the visible appearance of the writing.
A psychometric expert who could take up an honest
production and describe its writer satisfactorily, and then
tl!-ke up a forgery and describe the rogue with equal cor]:"ectness, would thereby establish evidence which counsel might introduce with great effect into an argument
as he would argue upon any scientific or expert testimony.
In a murder trial at Cincinnati I was called in as an
expert witness by our late President, R. B. Hayes, in
reference to the responsibility of the culprit. In all
such cases the expert who is enlightened may be guided
in his opinions 'ty psychometric investigation. The law
recognizes his testimony because he is considered an
expert, and a knowledge of psychometry is a part of
his expert qualifications.
In all executive or administrative offices where appointments are made, psychometry should lend its aid to control, to correct, and to accelerate the performance of
such duties. From the viJlage magistrate to the President, and to the chambers of royalty, psychometry
should be the ever-present monitor.
A very useful application of psychometry may be made
in the detection of any species of counterfeits. Not
only counterfeit checks and forged wills, but all current
moneys are subject to psychometric detection, and they
are the successful detectors who have the psychometric
faculty. Some few years ago a counterfeit coin was

Law and Business.

39

put in circulation which almost defied detection. It
seemed perfect in color, weight and size, and under the
tests of acid and the file. But when it was cut open
the interior proved to be of base metal.
The only method by which such a counterfeit could
be detected was an electric test, by passing electric currents through the genuine and the suspected coin to see
if their conductivities were exactly equal.
This is one of the C£lses in which the psychometric
perception would penetrate all deception with a greater
delicacy than any other agency.
In the detection of counterfeit notes the psychometric power will succeed when all other perception fails.
This is already verified at Washington. A dispatch
from Washington, dated February 28, says of the
women in the Treasury Department: "So superior is
their skill in handling paper money that they accomplish
results that would be utterly unattainable without them.
It has been found by long experience that a counterfeit
may go through half the banks in the country without
being detected, until it comes back, often torn and mutilated, into the hands of the Treasury women. Then
it is certain of detection. Tlzey s/mt their eyes and feel
of a note if they suspect it. If it feels wrong, in half a
minute they point out the incongruities of the counterfeit."

CHAPTER VI.
PSYCHOMETRY IN MEDICAL SCIENCE.
The medical profession ever incompetent to judge of important discoveries - Psychic discoveries have no tribunal - The medical profession
hostile - Offer to the Kentucky State Medical Society nud its failure
- Correspondence with Prof. Gross-'.rhe discussion Oil 11omooopathy - P:rool that medicines act without absorpt.ion and without consumption 'oI matter -Experiments Oil medicine in paper and iu vials
-Objection to infinitesimals refuted- Effects from minute agencies
- Influence of hnndwriting, and of contact ol writing-Emanation
of influence - Explanation of trituratious-SeusiuiUty of mol'liicl
parts- Influence of contact in mineral waters- Influence o[ localities by emanation-Influence increased by electric currents-Doctrine of Sir James Murray-1\Iedicnl lutlueilces carried \Jy electric
currents-Interesting experimeuts reported uy l\Ir. Howard showing
electric transference of disease-My own experiments on a uarcotk
-Contact influence through the ntmospl1ert}-Se11sitivcs affected by
proximity-:-Influence 011 national character-Vast range of iutluences around us-Psycl1ic influences aud the locnlitles that f:wor
them- I ntiuence of soils, saline evnporatiou from ocean - Contagion
- Psychometry explains it ns dependent 011 the ner,·ous system, varying with its development-Not entirely dependent on physical Ctl.tL~es
-The Black Death - Contngion from touch -From the glance of
the eye - Its recognition by the ancients -Hygienic precautionsPsycbometry the absolute guide of diagnosis nnd therapeutics, nnd
therefore the consummation of medicnl science-All nccurnte cliagnosis in o~scure conditions is psychometric - Psychometry indiClltes
the relation of a remedy better tllnn Ilomroopathy- Failure of physicians wbo lack in psychometric capa.city-Psychometric success of
Dr. Swan- My own expericmce sntlsfactory.

Upon any subject relating to biological science the
superficial or ill-informed are disposed to refer to the
authority of the medical profession, because they do
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not know that physicians have but little independence
of thought, and th ~ t the control of the profession by its
colleges and socict , s has insured the maximum degree
of conservati11e sto~lidity, as was virtually confessed by
Prof. Gross when ~ e advised that my demonstrable discoveries be submit~ed to some society not belonging to
the medical profession, rather than to the National Medical Association.
When we look at. the landmarks of this stolidity, we
see that the most Jiational and obvious suggestions of
progressive science have been received with scorn and
derision. The use of antimony was prohibited about
three centuries ago. Peruvian Bark was opposed with
fury because it was not introduced through colleges;
all chemical remedies were once prohibited by the faculty of Paris. Jem~er was once ridiculed and excluded
from the college of Physicians, and to-day the same
authority enforces ~ nner's vaccination on a reluctant
people by fine and imprisonment. The discovery of
valves in the veins ~vas denied and ridiculed · as shamefully as Harvey's ~liscovery of the circulation. Even
so simple a matter as the use of the stethoscope, introduced by Laennec, iwhich can hardly claim the dignity
of an invention or discovery, was received with the
same supercilious s '. upidity:
It is not because physicians differ from the rest of
mankind, for we ca1 find the same record of stolidity
in every department of human knowledge and business
where individuals are hindered by colleges, corporations
or societies, and of n where they are not, for there i's
110 system of rduca 'io1t established anywhere that will
make its pupils fait bful and efficient seekers of truth,
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and until we have such a system the world must crawl
along slowly.
The publication in the Journal of Man in 1849 of my
sketches of the development of psychometry, did not
attract much attention from literati and scientists.
They reached only the few advanced minds that feel a
sympathy with discovery and progress - the only competent class.
There was no public tribunal of competent investigating scientists, to whom an appeal could be made. The
common law right of trial by a jury of our peers is a
right of which the psychological scientist is deprived.
He has no peers, no companions, no fitting audience
among the leaders of society. There has been no extensive, proper, and systematic cultivation of psychic
sciences by the experimental methods which trace
effects to causes.
All tolerated and patronized science to-clay is physical
and the great body of the medical profession which is
the most influential scientific body, is not only physical
or materialistic in its science and philosophy, but is so
intensely dogmatic and so fiercely intolerant in its materialism that the facts set forth in my experiments
instead of receiving respectful consideration in medical
colleges and medical joumais if offered for their notice
would seldom receive any other response, if noticed at
all, than the cynical sneer which reveals the low moral
status of the scoffer.
The facts in reference to experiments on medicines,
are so simple and so easily demonstrated even to the
most obtuse intellect that I departed from my usual
policy in r877, and requested the appointment of an in -
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vestigating committee by the Kentucky State Medical
Society for the purpose of examining my discoveries in
relation to the action of medicines. As this was in my
native state, in which I had some reputation in politics
as well as in authorship, having received a nomination
by my friends for the gubernatorial office (which I
declined) and as I was well known by the leading members of the society, my request was more courteously
received than it would have been elsewhere, and a committee was appointed of eminent medical professors,
who might easily on the first day of their appointment
have perfom1ed their duty and ascertained beyond a
doubt the truth of a discovery which revolutionizes
medical theo}"ies. One of these gentlemen I think it
proper to mention, was my quondam friend DR. THEODORE BELL, the learned and dogmatic professor of medical practice in the flourishing Louisville school.
Near the end of the year 1877 the committee had
done nothing whatever in performance of their duty, ·
and I left the state for New York more fully satisfied
than ever that it was utterly useless to lay any psychic
facts before the dogmatic profession, or to invite them
to investigate anything beyond their narrow routine of
thought and action.*
•Knowing tho orthodox medical journal to be absolutely cont.rolled
by the bigoted policy of the National }Iedical Association, [did not display tho verdant ignorance of attempting to reach tltc profession through
their pages. Bnt when the National Scientific Association met in Cincinnati in 1850 I supposeu it possible to obtain a. hearing in that body, and
accordingly offered a paper on CEREBR •.\.L EMBRYOLOGY. But the same
Jesuitica.lintluence from rival n1edical colleges was present and positively procured tho suppre.<;sion of my paper. Tho two actors in this
manwuvre are now in a world in which they are made conscious of their
errors.
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Nevertheless I fe:lt that intelligent and liberal minds
unacquainted with the dogmatism of medical colleges
would find it difficu)t to believe that scientific discoveries of such importance were absolutely barred out of
the fashionable medical colleges by the imperious
dogmatism of the ~·acuity, and would therefore suspect
that as many discov·eries were not recognized and honored like those of Claude Bernard and Brown Sequard
they might be lackt g in scientific value.
Hence, I though. it desirable to have on record an
explicit refusal, whi~:h would show it was not due either
to sciolism in my experiments or to any avoidance of
scientific investigal:ion, that I had not enjoyed the
recognition which il; so freely given to those who like
Bernard and Majen ie do not transcend the bounds of
the coarsest physical science.
Hence, when the National Medical Association met
in New York, knc1wing that it would be useless to
make any application to that body, I addressed its
leading representat'rve with whom I had an old acquaintanceship, Prof. Samuel D. Gross, the most eminent surgeon and presiding officer of the national societies, and
received from him
very courteous terms the explicit
information that my discovereis could not possibly be
brought under thd notice of the National Medical
Association or subjected to their investigation, because
I was not a meml:ier of the dominant medical party
whic,h is governed ~ y a proscriptive code.
The reader will, t herefore, see that I have ever sought
1
scientific investigat11on and criticism and that I stand
unimpeached and u ncontradicted as the discoverer and
teacher of principle·s which I have been teaching and

ir
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demonstrating so many years to medical pupils, and
which are now acted upon by many physicians with
signal benefits and vast superiority in DIAGNOSIS which
is the basis of successful practice.
Marvellous facts which differ from the ordinary course
of events are like the upheaved rocks which reveal
deeply hidden strata. Stolid conservatism dislikes and
avoids such facts because they reveal new principles
and disturb old theories. In medical literature such
fa~s are generally suppressed ; in medical societies they
are met in a spirit of hostility and defiance. The facts
which reveal the higher capacities of the nervous system
have been carefully concealed from the present generation of physicians.
But notwithstanding this skeptical vigilance, one of
the class of facts to which I endeavored in vain to call
the attention of the old medical professors has somehow
found its way into the United States Dispensatory
(page 399, 14th edition), as follows:
" I t is said that in Germany persons sleeping upon
grain containing much ergot have beei: attacked with
disease in consequence; and the case is related of a
gentleman who, having gathered some fine specimens of
ergot fresh from the plant and put them in his trousers
pocket, found himself about half a day afterward incommoded by a terrible spasmodic pain on the skin on the
inside of the thigh, against which the pocket lay.
Ascribing this to a long walk, he did not think of the
real cause, until, the pain having returned on the following day, and for several days afterwards, he at length
called to mind the forgotten ergot, and supposing that
this might be the cause of the inconvenience, removed

,.
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it. After a time be found much, though not entire
relief, and did not succeed in wholly removing his trouble
until he bad caused the offending pocket to be washed,
after which the affection ceased. He afterward tried
the experiment with other specimens of ergot with the
same results. Perhaps it is only the fresh ergot, yet
moist, that is capable of producing this effect. The
skin was not reddened but covered with minute wrinkles
as in cholera patients."
The scientific presentation and explanation of such
facts would not be tolerated by the National Medical
Association (according to Prof. Gross) if presented by
any one not in sympathy with their proscriptive code,
yet such facts cannot always be concealed, and we may
expect them to be presented to the Association by some
of its members hereafter as an important discovery,
carefully concealing its origin.
Returning to the simple medical experiments in which
medicines held in the hands produce all their constitutional effects - what is its bearing upon medical philosophy and the controversies now in progress ?
The leading controversy- the most important which
ever agitated the colleges, is that between the followers
of Hahnemann and those who dogmatically reject not
only his principles but all the vast accumulated experience of many thousand well-educated and reputable
physicians. Their rejection is justified only by the
dogmatic materialism which my experiments have overthrown.
Learned professors satisfy themselves and amuse the
ignorance of their pupils by proving that th e extreme
attenuations or high potencies of infinitesimal medicines
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cannot possibly have an appreciable quantity of the
medicinal substance in the largest dose.
That the effect produced must be in proportion to
the quantity of medicine employed, and that the effects
must arise from internal contact- from touching sentient surfaces in the alimentary canal, or circulating in
the blood, has been assumed as a self-evident axiomatic
truth upon which the whole fabric of their medical
practice rests : and thus it rests upon a falsehood, for I
have proved that medicine may operate from the exterior
without absorption, without entering the circulation
and without the slightest contact with the person.
Moreover, the notion that a certain amount of medi·
cine must be consumed to produce an effect, is simply
a piece of vulgar ignorance, embalmed in collegiate dogmatism. No consumption of medicine is absolutely
necessary to produce medical effects. On the contrary
the medicines wrapped in papers remain after the
experiment, as if they had not been used. But (the
ultra materialist might say) those medicines in papers
have emanations, and their odors may have produced
the effects by passing through the paper. This is conceding that imperceptible emanations have power, but
such a subterfuge is not available, as solid saline, metallic, and crystalline substances, which have no odor
or perceptible emanation are effective when held in
papers.
To remove all possible doubt that medical potency is
an imponderable quality, and operates at a distance
from the substance, I have adopted the custom of placing the medicines in glass vials well corked - the vials
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being held in the hands for experiments1 and their
contents unknown to the subject.
In this method the experiments are as successful as
with the paper envelope, and my experience leads to
the conclusion that more than one-half of a miscellaneous company will feel the effects, and often threefourths. In a medical class of twenty at Boston there
were but two who were not impressible by this experiment, and from my observation in the South I should
say that eighty or ninety per cent. of the population in
the Gulf States would feel these medical · influences
through glass with facility.
What, then, becomes of the materialistic theories?
The same vial of medicine may be used successfully for
the medication of a thousand or of ten thousand
patients, and if well sealed it will have lost no portion
of the medical substance, so far as we can discover.
The materialistic thinker claims that the homreopathic
attenuation can have no effect, because the amoubt of
substance present is so extremely small, but in my
experiment the patient receives no substance at all.
The effects are due to what the materialist considers a
nonenity. The dogmatic objection to homreopathic
doses disappears entirely when we know that the
potency of medicines may be realized without swallowing, inhaling, or touching a single particle.
The objection, however, still remains that the quantity
of medicine in the vial that was touched was sufficient
to produce important effects, although its potency was
transferred through glass, but that homreopathic dilutions, attenuations, or globules, are too insignificant in
quantity to produce any considerable effect, for effects
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must be proportioned to causes, and it is reasonable to
believe that if a grain will produce a given effect, a
thousandth part of the grain will produce only the thousandth part of the effect. How, the11, can diseases be
successfully treated by millionths and decillionths of a
grain?
There are several answers to this plausible statement.
If the agent employed merely starts a new process, a
portion of a grain may be as effective as the whole of it.
A smallpox scab, for example, may develop smallpox in
one who handles or tastes it, but smallpox may also be
developed by handling a bank note or letter received
from the patient. The visible substance produces no
more effect than the invisible contamination on the
paper.
There is no limit to the minuteness of the dose which
may affect the sensitive. As contact with a letter or a
lock of hair reproduces in the sensitive, not only the
traits of character, but the pathological symptoms of
the writer, it is apparent that physiological and pathological effects may come from a cause in which we can
discover no vital or medical potentiality whatever. The
sma11est homcepathic dose must have more medical
potentiality than the sheet of paper which has been
merely discolored by pen or pencil.
The sensitive recognizes and describes the potentiality of infinitesimal dilutions, globules, or powders.
Soon after the announcement of my discovery in New
York one of my pupils, Dr. Harris, an experienced
homceopathic physician, placed a number of globules
successively in the hands of my sensitive Mr. Inman,
who described their medical potency to his satisfaction.
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We cannot devise any subtlety of influence which
may not be followed and detected by the exalted powers
of sensitives. The potentiality of handwriting as an
embodiment of psychic influence is difficult to conceive;
but that potentiality may be·imparted to a blank page
lying in contact with the writing and two letters or
pieces of manuscript kept in contact with each other
impart to each other their influences. An experimental
society in Boston in 1843, was quite puzzled by thi~
transference of character to a blank page. They were
e:i..-perimenting on two letters and got a satisfactory
description of the two characters. One was the author
Charles Dickens, the other I have forgotten. But they
were startled on finding that the characters had been
exchanged, and that the character of Dickens was given
to the wrong letter. The letters had been in contact,
so that the writing of each bad pressed the blank page
of the other which was touched by the psychometer.
The transmission of psychic influence by contact of
manuscript frequently receives accidental illustrations.
A piece of manuscript from lying in contact with another
absorbs an influence which mingles with or overpowers
its own character. Thus Mrs. B. was called upon in
New York by Dr. F., who gave her for a report a piece
of manuscript from which he expected something very
pleasing, as be considered it a fine specimen of spirit
writing. Instead of this she described it as very disagreeable and irritating ; exciting an impulse to be
angry, quarrelsome, and very abusive. This astonished
him and led her to ask what the writing had been in
contact with. It then appeared that he had placed it in
his pocket book in contact with a letter from one of his
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tenants, with whom he had a difference, which was of a
very angry, insolent, abusive character, the influence
of which entirely overpowered the writ}ng of the
medium.
A good psychometer will frequently discover heterogeneous influences in a manuscript from persons who
have handled or carried it, and would therefore desire
that anything for examination should be kept free from
adventitious influences.
T o test the facility of such transfer, I placed a piece
of blank letter paper for two or three hours within the
folds of a manuscript over forty years old, and then
asked what impression she received from it. She
quickly decided that it was an impression from old writing, and even gave the name of the writer. As there
was a possibitity of chance in guessing the name, I tried
another experiment by cutting out a piece of blank
paper from a letter written by the eloquent divine, Rev.
]. N. Maffitt, which had lain almost fifty years in contact with the writing. It was a letter introducing myself
to President Dubisson, dated Natchez, Dec. 25, 1835.
Her impressions were given as follows: " T his is not a
spiritual writing. It takes me in a westerly direction (north or south ?) - towards the south. It is a positive
character, a man. It was not written to you but relates
to you. The writer was older than you when it was
written. You were then quite a young man. It seems
like an introduction to some person of influence rather
than a business letter - to some person holding a prominent intellectual position. The writer was a strong
intellectual man, one who could win the esteem of the
majority-a professional man but not a physician. H e
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was a public character, stood very high before the public.
I see him speaking. He was an eloquent man. He
seemed at first like a statesman, now he seems a divine.
He interested the people: he was popular: he was very
eloquent : he was not profoundly orthodox." The experiment had been interrupted once, and at this point
was interrupted a second time by a visitor, and was not
resumed ; so the portrait is incomplete. ·
When the letter was written, I was just twenty-one
years of age and was engaged in the study and diffusion
of phrenological science, in which I bad interested Mr.
Maffitt, who was in the zenith of his career as the most
brilliant man of the Methodist pulpit. . As to the concluding remark that he was not strictly orthodox, I
would say that Maffitt, like Whitfield, wa~ more gifted
in the line of oratory and imagination than in the religious sentiments. Their beads were flat in the religious
region, and tht?ir lives were not according to the reverential pattern of Orthodoxy.~
There is a perpetual emanation of influences by which
each substance affects its environment. The emanations
of influence from medicines pass through glass, or they
pass into the paper which contains them, and which
becomes a medical potency to a sensitive.
A medicine triturated with sugar, or simply brought
into contact with it, imparts to the sugar all its emanating influence, and thus we obtain in the sugar a refined
emanation combined with the saccharine qualities which
are pleasant and genial. A medicated sugar or highly
•Mr. Maffitt's cordial ~caption of my scientific suggestions at that
time assures me that if he were living tc>-day he would be a powerful
champion ot scientific truth.
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!:laccharated medicin is a great improvement upon crude
medication, not only; on account of the mollifying influence of the sugar, out on account of the superiority of
the emanation whicll combines with the sugar, to the
gross substance of the drug. And as this emanation
power seems to be practically unlimited (since the
same vial of medicime may act in perpetuity) there is
no reason why we miight not, from a limited quantity of
medicine by proper management, obtain an unlimited
amount of saccharated potentiality more genial and appropriate in therape~ttics than the original body.
The objection, ho 1Vever, may be made that these emanation saccharates ,lo r we might call them spiritual saccharates as they do not appear to be strictly material
emanations) would not affect all patients since all man·
kind are not sensitives ; hence this infinitesimal or
spiritual method mu:.t frequently fail.
The objection is very plausible, but disease in general
is a state of heighte ,1ed or morbid sensibility. It originates most readily im a morbid susceptibility- a predominance of sensiOility over the vital force.* Hence
disease gives, at lea~f to the morbid organ, a very acute
and delicate sensibil11ty, which would not tolerate harsh
remedies, or even a .>light touch: If then the remedy
bas a specific action on the morbid part it ought certainly to qe delicat • in its action, since the exalted
sensibility makes the organ unusually impressible and
the remedy which ~ould scarcely affect it at all in
health, is very pote· t in its morbid condition.
"Sensibility is the fonn 11tion oC disease, and it is because tbe sensibility aud 11er.-ous develovm ' nt of fishes are of so low a grade that they are
not liable to inflamm!Ltio
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The law of emanation which thus explains the value
of infinitesimal doses has many other important applications.
It is well known that mineral waters coming through
strata of the earth have important healing powers which
are not accounted for by chemistry, and which are not
satisfactorily realized in artificial combinations however
skilfully made. Such is the general opinion of physicians. It is probable that the waters are affected by
the subterranean strata through which they pass, the
influence of which is distinct as they are taken from
the spring. But they also have the virtue of saccharated
remedies, as every particle of the water is impressed by
the influence of all the mineral ingredients (which have
been many years in solution) like the sugar in triturations, and I believe that if the mineral elements could
be instantly removed from the water its virtue would
not be entirely lost. The agitation and motion of the
water in the subterranean channels has the same effect
as the percussions by which tinctures are potentized in
homceopathic pharmacy. A practical inference would be
that in preparing aqueous or alcoholic solutions of medicines we should not only use agitation but allow them
to stand as long as possible to permeate the inert elements with the medicines, thus rendering their effects
milder and enabling us to succeed with a smaller quantity,.
All things have their sphere of emanation and every
locality on the face of the globe whether it offers granite, limestone, clay, sand, or humus, or is covered by
fresh or salt water, pure or impure, or any species of
vegetation, affects the constitution of the residents or
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travellers differently from other localities. Hence medical meu blindly recommend a "change of air" knowing
that there are important effects produced by change of
locality which they do not comprehend. The asthmatic
and the victims of hay fever find by experience the
locality that suits them best as every locality has its
own pathological tendency and its own peculiar influence over body and mind. Arenacious formations are
exempt from cholera, and when the principles which I
have enunciated are made the basis of scientific investigations the exact influence of all mineral elements on
the constitution of man will be determined, and localities will be selected and prescribed for patients with as
much precision as medicines, and the physicians of each
locality will understand the pathological tendencies of
their residence and· the modification of treatment required.
The power of each locality is greatly intensified by
electric currents, which, passing upward, bring the constitution under the influence of the subjacent strata.
Sir James Murray of England, about half a century ago,
asserted very forcibly the importance of this electric
influence as a source of disease, and claimed to have
rendered unhealthy localities safer for residence by insulating thoroughly the houses inhabited. The nonconducting or insulating materials used in their foundations
he considered a very important protection against disease; and I believe there.is more in this than the mere
protection against dampness.
Sensitive persons, in walking, will find very decided
influences in different localities. In approaching certain spots permanently damp, they will feel the rheu-
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matic or neuralgic il~fluence of negative conditions, au<l
will find in drier looalities, where there is less conductivity, less evaporation, and a less negative state, a more
comfortable conditi m.
The doctrine that we are affected by electric currents
and thereby made tv feel the influence of our environment, and especially of the portion of the earth on which
we stand, is susceptible of demonstration. Practitioners of electricity have often maintained that patients
could feel the influence of medicines through which
they received electiric currents, but the medical profession has been disposed to ignore such facts because
not readily demonst ble with persons of moderate sensibility; and the experimental facts which illustrate
transmission by electricity have seldom been reported,
partly because of the prejudice of observers, and partly
because the great majority are not accustomed to report
their experience for: publication.
An interesting ca!se, however, was reported by 1\fr. L.
Howard, F. R. S., as occurring in the experience of
Philip Smith, of Fotidham, in curing agues by electricity,
who found that the disease was carried from the patient
to himself by the e ctric current. In order to test the
matter mor:e decish1ely, be made an experiment to see
if the inflammatio pro'duced by vaccination could be
transferred as well as intermittent fever. He placed one
of his men on the i sulating sheet who had been vaccinated seven days I reviously. A wire duly insulated
and four inches Jon iY, was made to connect the inoculated spot, or pustu e, on the man's arm, with a slight
incision made in th• arm of a lad with a new lancet,
and the current of lectricity applied for eight minutes.
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The boy was duly observed afterwards, and proved to
be as completely vaccinated by electricity as if it had
been done in the usual way. The boy's vaccination
was also transferred by electricity through wires to the
arms of two girls, and vaccine appearances produced,
but not so perfectly as on the boy. The effect, however, was such that when subsequently one of the girls
was vaccinated in four places, but slight effect was
produced.
It is very well known among electric practitioners
that it is very injurious to receive the electric current
in their own persons through the body of a patient.
The galvanic current accelerates the passage of fluids
in tubes or in blood vessels and may be used to transfer medicinal substance into the body or to carry metallic substance out of it. It is reasonable to suppose
that the imponderable elements may be carried by the
electric current as well as ponderable molecules. It
would seem a priori as probable that the electric current
would carry nervauric or medicinal emanations or accelerate their passage, as that a breeze should bring us
the odors of a tree in bloom, and the following experiment illustrates the electric transference of medicinal
influences.
A metallic tube about eight inches long and an inch
in diameter was filled with paregoric and connected
with the positive pole of a galvanic circuit of twelve
zinc carbon plates by a wire which passed through the
centre of the tube inserted corks at each end, so that
the current could pass only through the paregoric to
the metal tube. This was placed in the right hand of
a very susceptible lady of fine physical development,
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the ldt holding the negative electrode. She found the
influence quite pleasant, nervine, soothing, stimulating
to the brain and developing a little perspiration, making
her realize that the medical influence was of the nervine anodyne class. I then reversed the connections,
bringing the tube in contact with the negative pole and
her left hand in connection with the positive pole,
expecting the.reby to prove the removal of the anodyne
impression. But the effect was more decisive than I
anticipated. She quickly pronounced the current too
exciting and unbearable, and even when J reduced it to
one-third the number of cells she insisted that it was
very objectionable, refused to go on and was astonished
at the strength of the battery. The anodyne influence,
which she felt so agreeable when the current was entering her hand through the paregoric, was almost instantly
destroyed when the current flowed in the opposite direction.
The same experiment was tried in the psychometric
class on five ladies and two gentlemen, Dr. R., Mr. P.,
Mrs. D., Mrs. R., Mrs. H., Miss R., and Miss G., all of
whom agreed in pronouncing the current felt through
the tube (of the nature of which no hint had been given)
very soothing, nervine, and pleasant, but when the conn_ection was changed, the tube being connected with the
negative pole they found it not at all soothing, but stimulating and exciting to a degree which soon became
unpleasant and injurious. Mr. P. being a stout gentleman, bore the non-medical current very well but decidedly preferred the other. Mrs. D. and Miss R., who
enjoyed the medical current found the other quite unen-
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durable. It was probably made more so by the contrast
with the pleasant influence of the medical current.
To test the transmission of .medical influence by
contact alone, I placed a few spoonfuls of white granulated sugar between pieces of paper which had several
weeks previously been moistened with tincture of capsicum and thoroughly dried. It was left in. this position
about an hour, then removed into a paper box for
experiment. Another portion of sugar was plac~d for
the same time between dry paper which had once been
• wet with a fluid extract of belladonna and in like
manner removed into a paper box. A pinch of the
sugar, about a teaspoonful, was placed in the palm of the
hand of each lady in a company of nine and in five
minutes was recognized by seven of the nine as a
warming, stimulating influence. Of the other two one
felt the effect on the head and the other felt a chilly
influence.
.'f.he' belladonna sugar was promptly recognized by all
.in its soothing soporific influence and decided influence
upon the head, especially the frontal region ·the effect
bemg much greater than I expected. ·'In ·these cases
the effect was due solely to the contact Qf the crystals
of sugar with the medicated paper. ··' ... ·· ,,· · • ·
As influences thus pass by contact indepenaently·of
electric currents, there is no •reason ·,vhy the influen'ces
which pass from vials· of ·medicine·to the fomds' of the
sensitive should..not''pass into sugar or any· other receptive substance'in "contact with •the ..vial· to a sufficient
e:>..1:ent to·' be. recognized. To · test•·this I placed a
quaptity •.of~ white granulated sugar in contact with a
vial of belladonna. When about two ounces of sugar
1
•
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was employed, Mrs. B. could not positiv ely recognize
any influence distinct from the sugar, but .thought there
might be a little that would be soothing to the nervous
system. When, however, I gave her the amount of
a grain of sugar which had been in immediate contact
with the vial, she distinctly recognized an influence on
the nervous system similar to that of belladonna, which
she thought might proceed from a very minute amount
of belladonna.
It !s not merely contact with the soil that affects us,
but contact with the atmosphere affects a very sensitive
interior region in the chest. The air is in contact with •
everything on the face of the earth, and not only does
it absorb the moisture of bodies of water, the hot
electric conditions of dry localities in the sunshine, and
the odorous emanations of vegetation and decomposition, but carries with it the potentialities of contact
which we experience in touching a medicine. It touches
ten thousand medicinal potencies in trees and plants as
well as minerals, and conveys their subtile emanations to
us. The sensitive feels in the forests, the meadows, and
the gardens a great variety of subtile influences which
are generally beneficial-far more so than the dirty
streets of cities in which stupid avarice neglects to place
the health-giving trees and allows foulness to accumulate in the soil.
In the great convulsions of nature and in epidemics,
the influence of electric currents and of atmospheric
changes is greatly intensified. In the great earthquake
of January, I 348, which shook nearly all the south of
Europe and continued for several days, when whole
villages were swallowed up and many entirely destroyed,
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many persons experienced a feeling of stupor and headache and many fainted away. During a period of
twenty-six years, ending in I 360, earthquakes and
epidemics devestated Europe, including Great , Britain,
and it is estimated that twenty-five millions of lives
were lost by this terrible pestilence which has been
called the Black Death .
In modern epidemics there are changes in the atmosphere and great changes of electric conditions, which
affect magnets and telegraphic operations and even
modify chemical processes (as in making it difficult to
manufacture sulphuric acid) but scientists have done
very little to determine the nature of these epidemic
influences.
Not even an atmospheric carrier is needed by the
sensitive to impress tnem with local influences; approximation alone is sufficient to bring them in the sphere
of influence, and when the soul expands in rapt contemplation of Nature all her influences are taken in as
if all surrounding objects were a constellation shining
into the soul. "High mountains are to me a feeling,"
was the expression of Byron. That chameleon power
by which the soul assimilates with its surroundings is
derived not merely from intellectual perception, but
from the power of emanation and of psychometric sympathy- out of which come not merely physiological
and pathological results, but all the psychological conditions of human development. All the elements of a
nation's home, in topography and climate are influential
upon national character, and every invalid will find that
all of his surroundings are important.
The influences of localities depend on the permanent
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elements of the land, and the transient or changeable
elements of the sur~iace which are under our control, in
conjunction with at;mospheric conditions, temperature,
electricity, moisture and winds.
The basis of the continent (granite and gneiss) is a
wholesome foundatie>n. The three great elements, sjlex,
alumina and lime, from which, with a few additions,
the continents are oluilt, are happily adapted to human
welfare. The more tonic and stimulating influence of
the silex in quartz, granite, sandstone, jasper, and the
sands of our soils is often reinforced with the still more
tonic influence of forruginous elements in the soils and
rocks. Alumina i clay and aluminous rocks adds a
cool antiseptic inflt1ence which counteracts malarious
and feverish conditi1 ns, and wheJ'\ slightly impregnated
with tonic and antis~.ptic iron makes the best foundation
for health. Lime also imparts an antiseptic and wpo~e
some influence. The disintegration of the~e .~hr.ee elements from granit~~. limestone, ~b~e an~L.sandstone,
forms the mineral hp.sis ~f. §O.ils C.?J!&enial ti>. health and
activity, upon whic ~• .v.ege!atjcn-1, fqqning carbonaceous
and nitr<!~~.n2~s,...~9.JllP2U~~~,.i e!l~ily dS!,COmposed, furn~~.he~.. Vl!-;.1]!!'?.erm. .<?.f .1 11'!~1.~rilh \Yhi<;h, if not destroyed
~!" ~ftri~c;l ~I}· ~P..cr..sgil, ,a,cf.9.ll).ulate in lower localities, and
r,~ne;9-t.!!. ~}~~as~ qy~ decomposition.
,,. Vftj~P.; t,!>.~ .~eptic e em en ts of vegetable matter exposed
to .~an:;nth and moisture are not adaquately controlled
i>,{~p.e· ~luminous Jtd ferruginous elemen~s of the, .$Oil,
q.isease must result greatly inc~ease.d pY. e~trem~ .heat
and cold and sudde l changes, in teQJperature and ele~-.
tricity, which some.timc:;s. ,..t:~?d~:, t~.cr r%m~~P.her!! .extremely depressing to · human life. Sensitive persons
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feel these changes keenly, and recognize the approach
of snow several hours in advance. Whatever is around
us in earth, sea or air has a diffusive influence, and
hence every locality bas a different influence. Chemistry cannot detect the influence, but every sensitive
is powerfully affected by it. Salt is not recognized as
an evaporating substance, and yet it affects the atmosphere greatly. Cattle that require salt in the interior
of the country do not require it in seacoast locations,
and it is said not to be necessary in an island surrounded like England by oceanic evaporation. That
there is an actual evaporation of the saline elements,
possibly decomposed, is shown by the fact that in such
locations tin cannot be used for roofing, on account of
its speedy oxydation, while in our country remote from
the ocean, tin roofs last well without painting, if not
exposed to coal smoke.
Our sensibilities reach out far beyond the sphere of
contact. Light and sound bring us in relation with
remote objects, and mak~ them impressive. Odors,
auras, sounds and light, come to us, but fall often on a
dulled sense. Thousands of odors and auras are unrecognized by the average citizen. Sounds above and
below a certain range of pitch are unheard. Few of
the colors and tints in nature are recognized by the
average masculine eye, and the actinic ray is not considered visual, nor are the emanations of magnets which
are visible to the sensitive. Beyond all thes~ , ~h~. P.~Y;
chic light, by which spiritual objects ~re ~~~n, is .. Bn;
known to the great majority, and, e\'.~n..denie,d !in e~is!;
ence by the physical scientist who is unacquainted with
·· '
· • r
, •1 r
•
•
the human constitution: '
·
· ·
<
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There is something more than the -passive perception
of these emanations and influences. The soul has an
active percipiency, and goes forth in the pursuit of
knowledge, in which it attains the sublimest achievements of psychometry.
This psychometric power is most highly developed
under favorable conditions. These conditions are found
in elevated positions with sunshine and pure air. The
light atmosphere of lofty localities developes the brain
and lungs, and therefore produces a nobler and more
spiritual type of humanity, with stronger religious aspirations, more perfect health, and more delicate intuitions. The world's history proves the mountaineers to
be the nobler portion of the race. The great cities in
which populations become sodden in selfishness, corrupt
in morals, and victims of pestilence, are near the sea
level. The highest portion of the old world east of the
Caspian Sea was the seat of the noblest, the Caucassian
race, the dominant power over the whole earth- the
'a uthors of civilization and science. In the mountain
lands, the high plateaus and sunny climates of tropical
and southern, temperate regions, intuitive wisdom will
establish its empire.
CONTAGION.

The revelations of psychometry decisively settle the
questions between. contagionists and non-contagionists
which have for ages been so blindly discussed by the
opponents of contagion, who look upon it merely as a
physical cause, of a certain exact amount of potentiality,
which should always manifest itself with the certainty
of gravitation, when, in fact, contagion is essentially
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dependent on a pow er of the nervous system, and therefore has no uniform rule of operation, but varies in its
manifestation with very individual, every locality, climate and season. To one person of high susceptibilities, and moderate o~r reduced vital power, all diseases
without exception ·ire contagious. H e will contract
pain, discomfort, me1 tal disturbance, confusion of mind,
headache, insanity, moral depravity, suicidal melancholy,
neuralgia, rheumati m, fever, and, in short, all unfortunate conditions of !:Jody or mind, with certainty in proportion to h is expos re. Such persons are disqualified
from practising medicine, and cannot retain health, except by the ut-most possible precaution in the most
favorable locality ani environment.
Others with greatl vital power and very limited sensibility resist aU cont gions and exert great restorative
powers over the sic c. They can encounter small pox
and contagious fevers with impunity.
As there are all p Dssible intermediate grades of sensibility to contagion, ljhose who ignore the susceptibility
and variety of hum ~n constitutions and suppose conta,
gion to depend enf rely on the quality of the diseasemust necessarily ado~t a chaos of contradictory opinions,
as diseases continuapy vary (in their diffusiveness) according to national or personal idiosyncrasy and climatic
conditions.
Psychometric sci nee directs our attention away
from the contradict ry records of the medical profession
which pronounce a isease contagious and with equal
positiveness pronounce it absolutely and universaIIy
non-contagious, to t e study of individual susceptibility,
0
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as it may be increased by debility and hot weather, or
diminished by vital ~.nergy and cooler temperatures.
Moreover the knowledge of the true causes of transmission of diseases .elieves us at once from the illusive
theories which require us to search in all cases for
a physical agency, for germs, vapors, or contaminated
substances, and which leads us to believe that we are
safe by certain phys· cal precautions when we are really
in imminent danger. There are many who cannot approach for one minu te a ase of acute disease without
absorbing its influence by nervous and psychic sympathy.
The true underst~nding of contagion enlarges greatly
our conception of th~~ precautions necessary in a warm
climate and among sensitive people, and justifies the
precaution which in ~taly destroys by fire all the furniture of the apartmedt that has been occupied by a consumptive patient. It explains also the deadly influence
of hospitals which have been occupied by severe forms
of disease for a long time, and which are become so profoundly infected by influences which are invisible, and
incapable of chemic<i.l detection as to produce extreme
mortality in cases t1hat recover well in open tents.
Chemical disinfectio 1 may destroy the offensive matters
which are most inju fous to health, but I do not believe
it can entirely remo e the morbid influences which are
left by diseased constitutions impregnating the solid
substance of an apa~ ment.
In the black deat~ of the 14th century Prof. Hecker
says, "Every spot 11 lziclt the sick /ind touclted, their
breath, their clothes spread the contagion; and as in
all other places, the attendants and friends who were
1
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either blind to their danger or heroically despised it,
fell a sacrifice to their sympathy. Even the eyes of the
patient were considered as sources of contagion, which
had the power of acting at a distance." So in ancient
times, he says, "the sight was considered as the bearer
of a demoniacal enchantment."•
These were correct observations. An exchange of
glances for one minute with a fever patient by a perfect
sensitive is sufficient to transfer a disease which may
go on to the destruction of life in a feeble and predisposed constitution, or may be thrown off by one of
healthy vigor. Hence for many persons the only reliable protection is the absolute isolation of the sick from
the well, a principle long known, since physicians of the
second century recommended this as the proper precaution against leprosy.
Our knowledge of the laws of contagion, however,
will not lead to the selfish abandonment of the sick, but
will teach us to protect the delicate and sensitive from
all morbid exposure, and to entrust nursing cares to
those who can bear them. It will also teach us that
*"Correct notions of contagion have descended from remote antiquity,
and were maintained unchanged in the 14th century. So far back as the
age of Plato, a knowledge of the contagious power of malignant inflammations of the eye, of which also no physician of the middle ages entertained a. doubt, was genera.I among the people ; yet in modern times
surgeons have filled volumes with partial controversies on this subject.
The whole language of antiquity has adapted itself to the notions of the
people, respecting the contagion of pestilential diseases ; and their terms
were, beyond comparison, more expressive than those in use among the
moderns."
HEOKBR on the Black Death.
The advantage of the ancients was due to the fact that they bad not
!alien into the slough of materialism and did not ignore invisible influences.
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great evils may be inflicted on the young by contagion
when there are no acute diseases in the case. The
debility of age, melancholy, feebleness, moroseness, and
even phlegmatic dullness may be inflicted by ;ssociation
on the young to the permanent injury of their future
life. All association has a contagious power, and
therefore children often receive much more education
or modification of character from their school companions than from their teacher.
Adults obey the same law of psychic contagion, and
he who would train himself for a higher life than belongs
to the social level around him must, to a great extent,
isolate himself from society, unless he possesses the
heroic constitution which overpowers evecything around
it.
Contagion is continually in progress. Every apartment that is occupied, and every chair that is sat upon
receives the physical and psychic impress of the 9ccupant, and acquires a beneficial or injurious influence for
his successor. Everything touched by the victims of
the Black Death became a source of contagion, and the
infection was so permanent that Hecker says that
"frightful ill-consequences followed for ma1ty years after
the first fury of the pestilence was passed."
All objects, therefore, may become centres of moral
and physical contagion for a great length of time, and
he who has a sensitive under bis care should be careful
into what society or apartments the sensitive is intro-'
duced. While making psychometric experiments with
a lady recently, we were disturbed by the restlessness,
pain, and discomfort in the lower limbs which came
upon her, 'Yhich we did not understand until we recol-
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lected that the easy chair she was sitting in had long
been occupied by an invalid of restless temperament
troubled with sciatica. The discomfort ~oon passed off
after taking another chair.
It is but a small part of the medical value of Psychometry that it illustrates the philosophy and hygiene of
contagion, now resting on a false physical basis in the
mind of the profession, and settles the question between
gross and infinitesimal medication, by proving the value
and rationality of the latter and the fallacy of the
materialistic idea which lies at the basis of the old practice.
Its highest claims are as the ABSOLUTE GUIDE of DIAGNOSIS and THERAPEUTICS in which the general introduction of psychometry and utilization of its benefits
will constitute the greatest and most beneficent addition
to the resources of the profession that has ever been .
made, not excepting the therapeutic discoveries of
Hahnemann, for which I entertain the most profound
respect.
There is no extravagance in this claim if psychometry gives the power of diagnosis and the pov.er of
therapeutic selection. For the whole art of medical
practice consists in correct diagnosis and prognosis followed by correct adaptation of remedies.
Success in the practice of medicine (not in acquiring
profit or fame, but in curative treatment) depends upon
two things, the perception of the disease and the perception of the remedy.
Both of these perceptions belong to the ~phere of
intuition. No physician ever acquired an accurate
kuowlc<lge of the condition of the patient w!thout the
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exercise of psychometric perception, though he might
otherwise learn the prominent symptoms. Nor can
there be a clear and comprehensive knowledge of the
relation of a remedy to the condition of a patient, without the exercise of the same intuitive power. Homceopathy has made a long stride toward the ascertainment
of this adaptation, but neither the totality of the symptoms nor the totality of the tberapeutiC power in any
remedy can be reached by the methods of science,
because the totality is too complex, too extensive, and
too delicate for any or all scientific methods.
Hence medical practice has ever been a succession of
blunders, intermingled with occasional approximations
to correct prescriptions by a careful study of drugs and
symptoms, and with true marvellous cures guided by unconscious psychometry.
Knowing nothing of psychometry and its possibilities,
medical colleges are continually turning out as accomplished physicians a heterogeneous multitude, of whom
some have the genius which masters diseases and
remedies, which leads them to success, however poor
their instruction, while others, constitutionally blind to
pathological and therapeutic indications, actually in
crease the mortality of disease, while a still larger number have just enough psychometric perception, after
acquiring experience, to avoid gross errors.
The greatest possible step to elevate the medical
profession rapidly would be a preliminary examination
which would reject from the profession every young man
not sufficiently endowed with psychometric power to
insure ac<!uracy of diagnosis. But how is this po~~ible .
•
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when teaching is a ~ usiness matter, dependent on the
revenue from studen~s' fees.
In my profession l instruction, thirty years ago, I endeavored to elicit ~ e psychometric capacity of our
students, and in one of these, Dr. Grosvenor Swan, I
recognized excellent psychometric capacities which justified the expectatio that he would excel as a practitioner, and would ~ e more accurate than physicians
generally in diagnosis. I might relate many instances
of his skill in this respect, but two or three will be sufficient.
In 1869 an accid nt occurred in Jackson County,
Iowa, town of Andre.w. A man bad been thrown from
a sled on the hard ground with such force as to injure
his hip and disable .he limb. The first doctor called
in pronounced it a racture at the upper third of the
femur, and accordin~rly set it and placed the limb in a
box. The patient su~ered so much that he feared something was wrong, anc sent for another doctor, who was
considered the most eminent surgeon in that part of the
State. He claimed hat the former physician was mistaken, and that the fracture was at the neck of the
femur, a~d on this theory put on a new dressing,
securing the limb ve· y firmly in a box.
A great exciteme twas created in the neighborhood,
each doctor being c r fident that he was right, and an
opportunity was mad for a meeting of doctors to settle
the matter. Dr. S\ an (who resided ten miles away)
and six other physic·r ns attended, and they were about
equally divided in OR~nion as to the location of the fracture, which they all •.upposed to exist.
Dr. Swan, in sit mg by the patient, got a sudden

psychometric impression that there was no fracture at
all, and requested the box and the dressing to be removed from the lim~. B~ing asked for his opinion, he
advised that the spl'nts and dressing should be removed
and replaced by hot (omentations of bitter herbs. They
asked, with surprise, if he would take the responsibility
of treating the case. in that way, and the patient replied that he would take the responsibility and follow
Dr. Swan's treatmenit, under which the man recovered
the use of the limb :in a week, proving that the physicians were all mista~ten in reference to so simple and
palpable a condition as a fracture.
. Dr. Swan's perception in this case was psychometric,
not being based on any physical examination, and be
had had experience enough to rely upon it as many
other physicians mig'ht who possess this power, but not
being trained to exdrcise ·and rely upon it they fail to
do justice to themsellves.
In another instan ~~e, in 1869, when Dr. Swan resided
at Watertown, N. IY., the case of a young lady in
Rodman embarrassefi the physicians and surgeons of
that part of the Stlate, and elicited a great deal of
discussion. The patient was said to be suffering from
a tumor in the right side, nearly opposite the umbilicus,
and several consulta :ions had been held over the case
by the most eminent surgeons of that region. All
agreed that it was a tumor, but did not agree as to the
character of the fo1 matioo and its attachments, antl
hence there .was a h~·rsitation as to submitting the case
to an operation.
Dr. Swan being c lied in found an enlargement about
three inches in diameter, which ha<l been blistered
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until the whole surface was raw, and did not admit of a
manual examipation. However, his instantaneous psychometric impression indicated that it was an abscess,
and he at once told them that it was an abscess containing a pint of matter, which required to be opened.
Not having an instrument with him he returned to
Watertown and sent Dr. Trowbridge with a trocar to
perform the operation (who had believed it to be a
tumor). Dr. Trowbridge reported that the contents of
the abscess amounted fully to a pint as Dr. Swan had
stated.
Many might suppose that these were only illustrations
of the superior sagacity of an experienced physician.
But when a sudden impression leads one to an opinion
contradictory to the opinions of all who are guided by
external indications, such impressions are psychometric.
Moreover, Dr. Swan bas often pronounced with equal
correctness upon patients at a distance.
In my own limited practice, which I have never
made a principal occupation, I have no hesitation in
relying upon a psychometric diagnosis by Mrs. B.,
and directing the treatment of patients whom I had
never seen, but whose assurances of correct description
and satisfactory cures have been all that I could expect.
A surgeon of reputation in Colorado, wrote for a diagnosis of his own case which proved satisfactory to his
critical mind. A lady in New Hampshire wrote for a
diagnosis, and the description developed so large an
amount of chronic disease that I was almost afraid to
undertake the case, but relying implicitly on the diagnosis a c~re was effected by se~ding remedies. ~n no
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case have patients failed to recognize the truth of the
diagnosis.
I could relate the history of physicians who by their
psychometric power, which I explained to them, surpassed all competitors in their therapeutic success, and
one especially, who without any previous preparation
entered the profession, conducting his studies in the
midst of an active business, and in four years rose to
the front rank of practitioners and accumulated a handsome estate.
A volume might be filled with the records of the
marvellous diagnosis and prognosis of intuition not only
by physicians, but by persons wholly uninstructed in
medicine who have corrected the errors of experienced
physicians, but this subject properly belongs to a work
for the medical profession before whom the subject
must be brought.
CHOICE OF PHYSICIANS.

In no profession is society so frequently and so
profoundly deceived as in the medical. Professional
success is achieved by force of character, by selfish
energy, by impressive manners, by social intrigue, by
elegant display and use of money, by literary culture, by
pedantic display of science in something irrelevant to
healing, by professional education which has far more
learning than utility, by fashionable associations and
family influence-in short, everything else but ability
to heal the sick. Without these adjuncts, the most
skilf~l in the healing art may creep through life in
comparative obscurity and witness the success of those
who accumulate wealth and acquire influence, while
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their patients have twice the mortaHty that science
would recognize as legitimate. The majority of fashionable and wealthy physicians are nQt successful practitioners. The qualities that make a true physician are
not the qualities that impress society. The modest
sensitiveness that sympathizes with the patient and
forms the basis of skilful intuition, the pure unselfishness that delights in helping a sufferer and is loth to
deprive him of his toil-worn earnings, the patient
study that gives him a mastery of disease while his
rivals are seeking the mastery of society- all these are
unfriendly to his success. There is many a !Ilodest
country doctor who barely obtains a modest subsistence
and gives his service for modest fees, when ostentatious
pretenders in the city gain wealth while consigning
hundreds to the undertakers whom many a modest
country doctor would have saved. The illiterate clairvoyant and magnetic healers who have no social rank
nor intellectual accomplishments nor imposing manners, may go on healing year after year the cases abandoned as incurable by physicians well equipped with social influence, but poorly equipped with therapeutic resources, but society blindly follows fashion and ignores
humble merit. Many a physician lives and dies in
obscurity while performing cures which in those of
more fortunate position would have been appreciated as
wonderful.
The most distinguished physician of this day, enjoying the largest professional income, amounting at its
height to a hundred thousand dollars per annum, was,
although highly skilful in operative surgery, a medical
b~rbarian in practice.
That physician, Sir AsTLEV
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COOPER, was, according to authentic accounts utterly
unfit to practice medicine. For we are informed in his
biography by his nephew how wretchedly limited were
his resources. The statement is as follows : "So simple were Mr. Cooper's prescriptions, that he had five
or six formulre, which under ordinary circumstances
constituted his complete pharmacop:eia, and such medicines he kept constantly made up. . . . His remedies
were limited in number and but little varied in use, for
he never had any confidence in an extensive variety of
medicines. I have heard him say, 'give me quinine,
tartarized antimony, sulphate of magnesia, calomel an<l
bark, and I could ask for little else.' "
The wretched ignorance expressed in this confession
can be appreciated only by the well educated physician
who knows how deplorable must be the results of a
practice depending on such resources alone. Our
present materia medica contains over one thousand
remedies, and still is painfully inadequate, compelling a
search for better resources. Yet tpe colleges have so
much 'the spirit of Cooper that their instruction in
materia medica is wretchedly inadequate. As the conditions of disease are infinitely diversified beyond the
power of the human mind to conceive and recollect
them or even to ascertain them without the aid of
intuition, and as every different condition demands a
different remedy, the attempt to practice the healing ar~
with five remedies would be regarded by all enlightened
physicians to-day as a very flagrant example of quackery.
Psychometry pierces at once through all the surronn J.
ing ostentation to the real basis of professional chnra\·
ter. To illustrate its _power I submitted to Mrs. B. the
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professional character of five whom I had well known
as distinguished physicians of very different capacities,
asking her to give their professional character as physicians.
No. 1. The professor of practice t_? whose instructions
I listened as a student fifty years ago was described as
follows from an old letter.
"He is not living." (What sort of a physician was
he ?) "In his particular line of practice he ~as well
versed and might have been considered skilful. He
had a good deal of magnetism, was very earnest and
had great confidence in his doctrine, but I would not
employ him." (Why?) "He may have understood
anatomy well, but he was not progressive - he never
cared to change or to follow others; he felt that he was
always the best judge. He understood how to manage
difficult cases, was a man of decision and a medical
writer, but I would not like his drug practice - he gave
too large doses. He was considered an authority in t!'le
profession but he did not apply progressive princ;iples.
He was a sincere and conscientious man, and had professional success and reputation, b4t was not generally
successful with his patients. He got no new ideas and
must have declined in his reputation. He was orthodox
in religion and very tenacious in all his principles."
This was Prof. John Esten Cooke, of Transylvania
University, an honest and earnest man, author of a system
of practice and of a volume on the "Invalidity of Presbyterian Ordination " ; and one. of the most perfect.
representatives of the horrible system of practice that
prevailed in the Southwest half a century ago, when
the majority of the si~}c ~Y!!!e .s~ivated by mercu_ria.ls.'

'
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He taught the he:roic use of calomel as the leading
agent in practice, beginning with twenty grains ancl
doubling the dose on successive visits if necessary giving it in choler,a in teaspoonful doses. ' To one of
the theological students, a brilliant young man, Mr.
Douglass, he gave )together a pound and a half before
he died, as I was informed by his friend, Rev. Mr.
Brittan, who confessed to having taken three fourths of
a pound himself from Dr. Cooke.
The drift of Dr. Cooke's instruction was no better
than the practice >f Sir Astley Cooper. It conveyed
the impression tha : nearly all diseases needed nothing
but purgation by a pill compound of one grain each of
calomel aloes and rl ubarb. He did as the opinion says,
"decline in reputation," for their was sufficient intelligence in the profession to realize after a time that his
teaching was a medical barbarism, and his colleagues,
u~able to get rid oj[ him in any other way, paid him a
handsome bonus to procure his resignation.
He was inaccess·ible to a new idea, and when at the
residence of one of ·his friends, a trustee of the college,
i made some demo1 strations of the impressibility of the
brain, the friend wlaited to hear his opinion of it after
the company left, j s a matter of science, but received
only the remark, ' I don't see how he can make any
money out of it!" Nor would he engage in the investigation of the s lbject after being appointed on a
committee for that purpose by the Board of Trustees,
·aJthc.mgh the novel proposition which I presented were
the most importan~ which have ever been presented in
the science of phyl;iology, involving a complete demoJ}:;tration of the funcitions of the braiq.
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No. 2 was descril::)ed from an old letter as follows: "This is a man o~ intellect and appreciation, capable
of receiving new id<!ias and•ready to acknowledge. He
was a hard student -- loved to investigate and to practise what he knew - was never entirely satisfied with
his knowledge. He would fall in with your ideas. He
understood the use cf medicines but did not give such
heroic doses. He
a good surgeon and would prefer
surgery to general practice, was skilful in that department, could set bones with great facility, always successful, made no misltakes. He had psychometric power.
He had passed awa}'j a good many years. He was good
in diagnosis, could feel the trouble in his patients, and
was sympathetic. I would not fear to trust my life
with him. He wourn be called in as counsel in difficult
cases."
(What system d'id he favor?) "He was Eclectic or
progressive. Hew very good in obstetrical cases but
was inclined to surgery."
(What was his co ' stitution?) "He was not robust
but slender, would t e likely to contract pulmonic disease. He did not attain age, I don't think he was over
fifty when he passed away."
The entire descri;ption is very correct. The writer
was my colleague, Dr. BENJAMIN L. HILL, professor of
surgery in the Eclectic Medical Institute, a very
skilful physician and surgeon with psychometric powers,
great liberality and mental activity. He contributed
much to the prog le ss of the liberal movement irt
medicine, accepted a JY demonstrations of Anthropology,
and was the author c f a system of surgery, one of the
most valuable contr:ibutions to professional literature.

las
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He accepted Homreopathy after giving it a practical
trial. His constitution was delicate and he died of
pulmonary disease as she i»dicated, though I have not
the exact date.
No. 3 was described as follows, from the name: ''I don't exactly fancy this man. He is rather selfish.
He could talk well and lecture well. I think he was a
professor and knew a great deal of anatomy, but did not
know as much about the brain as he might. He made
large pretensions to knowledge and speculated. He
would not accept your reformatory ideas ; he was a
narrow man. (What department of the profession was
he devoted to?) He was good in obstetrtcs. He could
lecture on surgery and would pay special attention to
that, though he .might have more attraction to other
parts of the profession. He was probably a better
operative surgeon than the last, was more dashing and
fearless, having great confidence in himself, but was not
as good a practitioner. He wrote well and had a very
good reputation. Having a good deal of push he would
rank among the first."
This was the late Prof. S. D. Gross, of Philadelphia,
eminent as a surgical professor and author. He could
never be induced to pay any attention to my discoveries in the brain, and courteously informed me by letter
that it was impossible for my discoveries in reference to
the materia medica td be brought before the National
Medical Association because they were governed by the
code and I was not. Hence it would be impossible even
to have a committee of investigation appointed, and he
advised me to bring my medical discoveries before some
societ_y not belon~ing to the medical profession, 11ot
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perce1vmg that in ~ ·ving such a recommendation he
was uttering a satire upon himself and the Association
by confessing their aversion to scientific progress which
they could not contr )I. A letter of Dr. Gross was one
of the first four d~ scribed by Mr. Inman, and his
1
description was simiU1.r to the foregoing.
No. 4 was describ~:d as follows:"This man was I )yal to ·his profession, and would
accept anything pre.sented with good authority and
utilize it. He was folnd of experimenting- had a good
deal of brain power He had a noble purpose. He
guarded against imi~osition and fanciful ideas, and
sought to have goodl authority for what he adopted.
He was a well balalnced man. It seems to me he
published. He liked to get his ideas before the people.
He was a very induistrious man, not content to write
prescriptions but loo]· ed into cases thoroughly to understand them. He acc omplished much and attained some
fame. He exerted a good influence in bringing forward
1
new processes and diminishing drugging, but his views
were not generally nceived. The profession was not
prepared for such progress. His labors produced a
good effect, increasing toleration and introducing a new
system. He was profoundly eclectic. H e discarded
bleeding and harsh measures. He was a successful
practitioner, very mu :h like the second. I do not think
he is living."
This was a just an very accurate description of Dr.
WoosTER BEACH, the pioneer of the Eclectic reform in
medical practice, whose three volumes of practice and
surgery published m )re than sixty years ago, were at
that time very far i11I advance of anything in medical
...

,
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literature. He will rank high in history as a reformer
and benefactor to humanity.
No. S was described as follows: "He was an American and above the usual size of
Americans, had a large .brain, a great deal of will power
and self-esteem. l fre was an independent thinker not
intimidated by opposition, somewhat pugnacious as
to doctrines and not sufficiently amiable to be generally
popular. He was quite verbose and would make a stir
in society. He ha~ talent, was well read, and a good
lecturer, clear headed, and popular with students,
capable of lecturing on almost any medical subject,
and felt that he badl few superiors. He was progressive
and somewhat origiinal, would be apt to fake hold of
new ideas, especial~~ phrenology, and was favorable to
your ideas. He wias in love with his profession, had
great penetration a1nd looked forward to results. He
was fond of debat'ng and wished to be regarded as
understanding eve1·y great theme before the public.
He was a very good lecturer, had a strong way of
speaking. He trav'dled a good deal and lectured much
more than be practllced. He could practice if required
by necessity, but h ~ preferred literature and lecturing.
The leaders of the lpro~ession did not give him as much
credit as he deserved, but considered him visionary as
he was more progr .ssive and independent."
This is a very rei arkable description of Prof. CHARLES
CALDWELL, more vivid from impressions derived from
an old letter writte_ under excitement frqm the machinations of his colleag es. He was a man of commanding
appearance and energy, of great learning, fluency and
impressiveness. 11 his younger days he was a contem-
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porary and competitor of Rush. In his latter days he
was a medical professor of Transylvania University,
where I had the pleasure of attending his lectures in
1834. He was famous for his ability, his copious
writings, his power as a lecturer, his self-esteem, and
his progressive liberal independent views. His moral
courage in sustaining Phrenology and Animal Magnetism against the hostility of the profession deserves
great honor. Although the phrenology of Gall was an
imperfect science, it had a large amount of demonstrated
truth of which Prof. Caldwell became the American
champion. His independence was shown in his
cordiality toward my own discoveries, which he was
about to present to the National Medical Association
when his career was interrupted by death thirty-one
years ago. The fact brought out in the description that
he was a lecturer but not a practitioner was remarkable.
During my acquaintance of twenty years he was
not engaged in practice.
This minute portraiture and exact estimate of character by psychometry is a transcendent marvel. In this
case the description not only portrays the man perfectly
but states exactly how he was regarded by the leaders
of the profession. A man of Jess force of character
would have been unable to sustain himself. I would
be tempted to. suspect that it was assisted by thought
reading and owed its accuracy to my own knowledge of
the subject, did I not know that the opinions are equally
true when I have no knowledge of the subject; and
when letteh; come from unknown persons at great
distances or specimens of writing are sent, her answers
are as satisfactory to.Jhe correspondents as the above
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descriptions are to myself. She is never confined to
my knowledge of the subject or to the particular aspect
it assumes in my mind. The next description I think
equally remarkable.
No. 6 was described as follows: "This is a physician of scientific mind, who has made
a great name, a very earnest student. It is not
Harvey, but he has made some reformatory discoveries.
He was not a brilliant man, but would attract attention
and respect. He had to wade through a great deal of
opposition before attaining his highest success. He
was educated in the old Allopathfc system, and became
disgusted with it and made innovations. Before he
passed away he became a celebrity, and still he seems a
modest man. He had a very stormy career- there
was so much opposition and satire-all sorts of opposition. He put his practice into print and wrote books
on his system. He introduced a system entirely and
radically new, which brought down all possible violence
from the old practitioners, but he lived to see the
benefit of his system.
(What was he as a practitioner?) "In the beginning
he felt unsatisfied with what he had been taught. He
would be successful irr practice by his own system.
He was skilful in diagnosis and prescriptions. He
cared more for curing people than for the emoluments.
He was a true physician. I think he was the discoverer
of the infinitesimal doses."
This was Samuel Hahnemann, and in this description
we perceive an instantaneous grasp of the whole
character nnd status of the man. Sometimes, as in this
case, she seems to grasp tht! character instantaneously,
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especially when it is congenial, but in others less congenial or easy to <lescribe, she develops the character
piecemeal and acquires the summary estimate only
after studying its elements, so that the preliminary
portion of the description should be rejected as imperfect. The description of Hahnemann is so perfect and
concise that it ii difficult for any one to realize that she
did not know of whom she was speaking. My first
experiments with Mr. Inman manifested as prompt
and sometimes as delicate perceptions, but I have found
no one with so complete and correct appreciation of
every character investigated, however peculiar. Hence,
I feel no doubt in relying upon her judgment of persons
whose character is somewhat equivocal, and of literary
or historical characters of whom I wish to speak;
and I feel safe in accepting her judgment of the
founders of religions and the leaders in philosophy.
HIPPOCRATES

(/ollowt'ng

HOMER.)

"This is not living. He is not as ancient as Homer
but is an ancient scholar and writer. I think he wrote
on medical subjects. He was very well versed in medical science. He was a man of extraor<linary intellectmen_tal force. He was a great student of Nature. I
think he knew something of hygiene, but not so much
as we know to~ay. He was a great botanist and
understood the virtues of plants and trees. H e wrote
upon such subjects. H e spent his time in making
discoveries in the vegetable and mineral kingdoms.
"I think he founded a school. H e understoo<l the
human constitution - understood anatomy as well as it
was known then. lie knew more than his cotempo-
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raries on such subjects. He had a strong muscular
constitution and great will-power.
(What do you think of him as a physician?)
"I don't think he understood surgery. In many of
his remedies there was a want of adaptati1:m to the
disease ; but he opened the way for others to follow.
He left it in a crude state. He was a practical man
guided by experience, mainly, but he hf'd his theories.
(What of his moral nature?)
"He was a man of good character -not a reckless
man - he had a religious nature. He left a good
reputation. He is referred to to-day."
(If he were here to-day what would be his medical
policy?)
"He would adopt the eclectic practice."

•

CHAPTER VII.
PSYCHOMRTRY IN POLITICS.
Its importance In filling high office.'1-President Cleveland an example

-Prophetic view of the election as to the four candidatesDescription of Gov. St. John-Of Gen. Butler-Of Mr. Blaine,
coincident with the opinions or liis oppoueuts-.Anthorlty ol Psy.
chometry as a tribunal-Description of Gov. Cleveland, oC Gen.
Grant, of Samuel J. Tildeu-1'Iet11od or obtaining the descriptionsDescription of Napoleon Bonapnrte nnd Jo.~ephine - Of BlsmMkOf W. E. Gladstone-Of D'Israeli-Ol Gen. Grant in 1885.

If the claims of Psychometry as the interpreter of
character are well grounded, it is a far more reliable
guide than popular elections or the choice of electoral
colleges for filling high offices, and when the people of
the United States become sufficiently enlightened to be
guided by it, we shall have a political millennium - the
country being ruled by the wisest and best. Pope
says
"For forms of government let fools contest
That which is best administered is best."

But the United States having an admirable form of
government already, the able and wise administration
which Psychometry might select would be such an
improvement as to be properly called a political millennium. We are at the present time enjoying a slight
intimation of what Psychometry might give us in President Cleveland, who was psychometrkally indicated as
the proper man for the Presidency.
87
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During the late Presidential contest I sought the
counsel of psychometry several times to determine for
myself what was the comparative merit of the candidates
and what were their prospects of success. A full report
was made upon each of the candidates and this report I
read to a public audience in Boston at Berkeley Hall,
who received it with much apparent approbation. The
question as to the result of the election was happily
answered.
BLAINE. - When Mr. Blaine was described my question was, "What of his future ? " The reply came,
"I think he wiJI go on as he has. He bas the greatest
struggle now that he has ever had. He has no doubt
of success. He thinks himself irresistible - but I
think he will fail, something will disappoint, but I can't
see what, I can't explain. I believe this must be
Blaine," which ended the description.
Gov. ST. }OHN's concluded as follows: 11 I believe he
will establish a permanent and powerful party, and his
career for the rest of his life will be very successful, but
he will never be president."
GEN. BUTLER was described as "aiming for office
with a nomination for it, but I don't think he will
succeed. . . . He will Jive many years yet, and has a
good chance to hold some prominent office again, but
he will never be higher than governor."
Of Gov. CLEVELAND -after an accurate description
had been given, I asked "Is he a candidate?" Reply,
"I think be is, from the excitement connected with
him."
(If he is a candidate, what seems to be the probable
result - does he anticipate success?) "I thin~ he
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he does not f are a great deal about it, but for
lhl.! principles of his party.
Unless some great wrong
is clone, I think he ~ ay be elected really and honestly,
but bow much frau may come in I cannot see. There
will be a terrible t me in this election. There is a
secret organization the people do not dream of for the
purpose of defeating this man. It will be the most
corrupt canvass eve · known in this country. Still his
chances are good, b~tt I cannot be certain. Is it Cleveland?" ("It is.") "If the election is fair he will have
tbe majority, but th !re is au underground force against
him."
Thus the description was emphatically against the
success of each of tfae other three candidates when they
were investigated s~~parately and emphatically in favor
of Cleveland's election if not interfered with by a
fraudulent conspira :y of which she psychometrically
recognized the existence, and of which the public saw
some indication in the animus of the contending parties. She did not ,say that the conspiracy would be
successful, but expre,s sed an apprehension what was certainly well founded. These impressions were confirmed
by other psychomet ~~rs of less reputation.
As to the character and fitness of each of the candidates I obtained an 1accurate report. The following is
the description of
GOV. ST. JOHN.

"This an entirel)I different character- nothing like
Blaine. It is a man of quiet unobtrusive nature compared to Blaine - n ~t pretentious or overbearing. H e
is a man ~f good ibpulses and good principles, also
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good judgment. He is an intellectual man-a man of
sterling qualities.
"I would not call him a trimmer, but he has a good deal
of policy and approbativeness-would do some things
for effect. He is an aspirant for office. He has .bright
dreams for the future. He seems to have a goo<l deal
of repose of character. He is not a very magnetic man.
He could win friends more by his seeming generosity,
but he is not fond of display.
"He would like an office for its emoluments and
eclat, and he is a party man. He would work for his
party, but there is a principle in it. He thinks his
party is right and he would not work for a party that
was not right.
"There is a retirement in his nature. He does not
really desire to be forced into politics, but he is. Possibly he is one of the candidates, I think he is. (For
what is he a candidate ?) It is not for governor, he is
one of t he candidates for president. He has held some
office - possibly he has been governor.
"This man is not understood. He has better qualities than he is reported to have by his opponents, but
be is not very sensitive to public opinion and can
defend himself when necessary. He would be a good
lawyer. He stirs up the thinking people, the judicious
people - not the rabble.
(Q.- W hat are his principles?)
"He is a humanitarian. If fortunate enough to become
President, he would make a good one. He would
astonish the nation and do away with a good deal of the
folly at Washington. He is not a showy man, docs net
care for show. I might call him a democrat.

Polt'tics.

9r

(Q.- What are the most important principles he is
concerned in ?)
" H e is an equal rights man and would give suffrage
to women. He is very much interested in the latter
question and in prohibition. I don't see what he thinks
of the tariff question.
" I believe he will establish a permanent party, and
his career for the rest of his life will be very successful though he will never be president."
G EN. BUTLER was described as follows : "He is a person of research, who would have the
capacity of making great researches. He would have
succeeded well as an antiquarian.
"""He seems a stout. man, pretty well advanced in life,
older than he looks to be. He has a very brilliant
intellect and large brain. He has cultured his intellect
and exercised his mental powers greatly though he does
not seem a literary man. He has turned his mind
greatly to the accumulation of wealth.
"He would have succeeded in the clerical or medical
profession, and it would have suited his nature better,
but his inclination has been diverted and he has engaged
in politics and legal practice. He is successful as a
lawyer and has good practical ability. He possesses a
great deal of zeal and throws his whole soul into whatever be undertakes to do, and is a pugnacious man.
" H e aims high, desires a high position and works
for it. H e has very good oratorical powers, and is very
clear in statement and throws a good dea) of magnetism
over his bearers. He bas wit and sarcasm. ·
" T his man is. not really understood. It is hard to
make people understand him. His course excites preju-
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uniform in his purposes -does not always carry them
out systematically and in order. In the past there have
been breaks in his life work, some sort of change or
•
interrupti0'1S. He has lent himself to the influence of
party and mistakes in this way which have obscured
him for a time.
"He seems to have an independent set of principles
which belong to himself and seem original. He wants
to bold to his principles and yet hold on to the influence
of party and is something of a trimmer, but does not
lose sight of his principles.
"He seems destined to wield considerable power in
this country. He has already made himself a name Ki
some way. I think he has a war record. He would
favor the people of the working classes. He seems
identified with them.
"He is deeply interested in the present canvassaiming for office with a nomination for it, but I don't
think he will succeed. He will not be a success in
what he is aiming at. Those whom he considers bis
friends will not support him as he expects. For some
reason he will not be able to hold them. But he will
have a career. He will keep the people stirred up. Hc
will live many years yet, and has a good chance to hold
some prominent office but he will never be higher than
governor."
Of MR. BLAINE the description was powerful and
graphic. . It was admired as a descriptive sketch for its
close and unmistakable fidelity, but I have decided not
to insert it in this volume. I offered it to a Roslon
editor after the election and he exprcsse<l unwillingnl'~:;
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to publish anything which would revive the unpleasant
memories of the recent contest in which his friends
had been much divided. For a similar reason I shall
omit it, though I esteem it a splendid illustration of
psychometry. It embodied the same views of Mr.
Blaine which were expressed and illustrated by his
political opponents and the persons who had been
intimately acquainted with him but independent enough
to resist his influence. It was a thorough vindication of
the independent Republican movement prompted by his
moral obliquities which saved our country from a political calamity. It was remarked by Senator Wadleigh
soon after the beginning of Cleveland 's administration,
that he had found no one who regretted having voted
for Cleveland but many who regretted their vote for
Blaine. Psychometry expressed in this as in other
cases the verdict of the enlightened - the verdict of
public opinion after the excitement of the hour has
subsided ~ describing his remarkable abilities, his
magnetic control of men, bis remarkable career, and his
final failure, with the opinion that "he would be a
dangerous man in power."
There is no better method. than the psychometric of
settling the debated questions that disturb society, and
listening in adv<\nce to the voice of posterity. In the
realm of divine intuition time is no barrier .:..._ past and
future are comprehended in the eternal Now.
I have not failed to appeal to this power in reference
to my own labors. Vanity and enthusiasm may
deceive us, but psychometry may be the telephone of
future ages, and fortified by their voice we can ignore
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with equal ease the vulgar sentiment of the rabble and
the pedantic assumptions of collegiate ignorance.
I have weighed in the balance of Psychometry the
claims not only of our own public men, but of men of
other countries and times, whom I was interested to
understand, and believe that I see them clearly, unhindered by the thick mists of history. In reference to
Mr. Blaine, I have submitted his character to some of
my psychometric pupils hoping that its dark shades
might be softened by some one, but on the contrary
the darker aspects of his character were stated in still
more emphatic language.
GOV, CLEVELAND.

Of Gov. Cleveland the following description was given
and was confirmed by other psychometers.
"It seems a person in prominent position at the
present time. There is not much bluster about him,
not much self-conceit. I think be is modest.
"He has dignity of character, and seems to have an
inborn sensitiveness. I feel like going into bis soul
nature. He is a thinking man. He has a great deal
of nobility of character - is not at all selfish but is
sometimes imprudent in small things. (I do not mean
in business life.) In business he is a good man, wholly
reliable and trustworthy, and of exceedingly just principles. He seems to have a high sense of his moral
obligations. He is not ostentatious. He has a keen
sense of bis own abilities, and would not undertake
anything unless be knew be could fill the requirements.
What he does he does well, no matter what it is. He
is not lax in doing things. He looks high but has not
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any particular aim as to his own aggrandizement - he is
not a vain man.
"He bolds a high position now, possibly in the political world."
(Q.- What of his past and future ? )
"I am looking at the man and am attracted to bis
domestic nature. He has great filial love. There does
not seem to be much domesticity about him. He don't
seem to have had time to cultivate domestic life. His
life bas been filled with work or duties that precluded
domestic life.
"He is a comfortable looking man, as if the affairs of
the world did not trouble him much. He is conscientious, very scrupulous and nice in bis transactions.
"I do not see any generalship. He never had a
military career, he seems like a citizen. He has an
army of friends. He is a hard and close worker."
(Q.- What are his domestic relations?)
"I don't see any domestic life around him. He has
appreciation of women, but I see no family around him.
His life in that respect is like the average of men. I
don't think his associations would lead him to
abandoned women. He is not a young man, and he
might have had some unpleasant relations with women
'in early life like other men, but he is not a bad man in
any way.
"A great many people envy him, they don't wish to
do him any bodily injury; but would like to defame him
if they could.
"He would be a splendid manager. He has great
ability for managing large things- has great foresight,
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shrewdness and keen judgment. He seems now like a
statesman but not a diplomatic man."
(Q.- How would you like to place him?)
"He could conduct the affiairs of a nation with a
good deal of system and do honor to the position. If
the people should nominate him and place him in the
White House, it WO\lld be the best thing for the country.
He seems much like President Buchanan as a dignified
gentleman. He would give dignity to the position
better than any one who has been there for years. I
begin to think this is Gov. Cleveland. He seems to
have some relation to the White House. "
(Q.- Is he a candidate?)
"I think he is from the excitement connected with
him."
(Q.- If he is a candidate what seems to be the
probable result- does he anticipate success?)
"I think he does - he does not care a great deal
about it but for the principles of his party. Unless
some great wrong is done I think he will be elected
really and honestly, but how much fraud may come in I
cannot see. There will be a terrible time this election.
There is a secret organization, the people do not dream
o( for the purpose ef defeating this man. It will be the
most corrupt canvass ever known in this country. Still
his chances are good, but I cannot be certain. Is it
Cleveland ? "
(A.- I t is.)
"If the election is fair he will have the majority, but
there is an underground .force against him. I have not
said half I might sa.v of his inte··ior character."
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GEN. GRANT.

(After the description of Alexander of Russia, Dec.
26, 1879.)
"This character is more humane_:._ not so tyrannical.
He trusts to his own judgment. He has greater ability
for conducting military campaigns, and would have more
humane feelings. He would surrender a claim sooner
than shed much blood. He does not love war, would
seek peace, but would not be considered a coward.
"He is a pillar of strength. He holds power individually - it is innate."
(What has been his career?)
"He has advanced by degrees as stepping stones.
He is far-seeing, far-reaching. He has a great ambition,
likes to rule. His ambition has been gratified. He
has held a high position as a ruler, but is dethroned is not in power now. He would not be averse to
making his mark again in war. His ambition is not
dead. He aims at political power, seeks it by his
emissarie~ or friends who adhere to him.
He could
command all the money he would need. He is not
making it manifest, but waiting developments, expecting·
and prepared."
(Will his anticipations be fulfilled?)
"I fear not to his entire satisfaction, that he will not
attain as much as he wishes. He feels sad. He would
like to be on the same pedestal as before, and promises
tc, himself tc rule in a different way- more humanitarian. but he fears disappointment. I feel that it is
doubtful. If war takes place he would be brought
forwa1d 1 but 1 ~hink he will be disappointed in attaining
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the position he had before. There will be rivalry.
Rivals will leave nothing undone to defeat him."
(Look to the future for a few years ?)
"I see in the future pleasant surroundings, a charming landscape, happiness and content are there."
(What is the cause or the source of his power?)
"I think he has inspiration. He has through his
lineage spirits that come and take possession of him old spirits - Jewish some of them."
(From which parent did he derive this?)
"From his mother. He is clairvoyant but does not
know it. Ideas come to him that surprise him, he has
prophetic ideas. He does not show out as many do but
has an interior nature. He has great determination
and courage, does not know fear, has great hopes."
SAMUEL

J. TILDEN (Sept. 4, I 879).

"This is a male person, and one who figures or has
figured extensively and is well known. He might
possibly over-reach himself, but he is cautious and
methodical. He adjusts things very nicely, he is quite
adroit.
"He does not seem to be one who has figured in the
literary world or as an author, but is intellectually great
and looked up to. He writes a great deal and has an
extensive correspondence.
"He occupies or has occupied a very high position in
life, and would make a great many firm friends and has
many enemies. His attributes of character do not
make men hate him, but he is bold and would make
enemies.
"He wields or has wielded power though not at all
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military, but is a man of the people- a politician and a
strong one. He does not mean to be a trickster, but
persons would sometimes construe him as one. He
acts from his best impulses and what seems to him
right. He's not absolutely selfish, but not a humanita_
rian, he never took part in any humanitarian movement,
but in case of suffering would give willingly. He
does not embrace advanced ideas, but is genial with his
friends.
"He would acquire wealth and has acquired it, but is
not a Vanderbilt or Stewart. I feel that he bas held
high position in a political career. He aims at the
highest office that could be offered him, and likes popularity for the sake of carrying his points. To some he
is agreeable, but to others be is cold and reserved, but
is popular with many friends. Yet there are many
who are adverse to him and do not wish to se• him
elevated. rhey regard him with jealousy and fear.
They misconceive him and blame his acts which he
considers right.
"In political matters he would not be a philanthropist
but a politician, yet he would be strict and discreet and
disappoint his enemies at the same time sticking to his
principles. He would show more greatness if he had
the opportunity of the high office he desires, and would
disappoint his enemies.
"He is naturally selfish in business and would consider self chiefly. He has great will-power and thinks
a great deal of himself but I don't think he is dishonest.
He could be trusted. He would not go to work to
carry on •a fraud but would look sharply to advance his
~)'WO interests.
He would o,p pose fraud and try to brin~
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it to light for the public good, even if his friends were
in the fraud. He would dare to expose them, for he is
fearless and aims high, having great ambition. He is
cunning and adjusts bis decisions and speeches to the
question of popularity.
·
"He has large hopes and is not to be disheartened,
and will work to carry his aim, having much power over
others, but there are too many obstacles for his political
success."
These portraitures of public men may be read by
many to whom Psychometry is unfamiliar, and who
would have great difficulty in realizing that any one can
give so accurate a description of a' person of whom they
knew nothing before, and whom they describe merely
by listening to the inner voice of intuition, guided by
the impressions coming through the fingers without the
sligh4fest intimation whom the person may be - whether
male or female, young or old, living or dead, honorable
or criminal, gifted oridiotic. Such persons must by
force of habit suspect that in some way the psychometer received some hint or was guided by leading questions, or saw something to guide the mind in a picture
or autograph. I can only assure them that no such
hints or assistance have been tolerated, that the thing
described is always kept invisible, that leading questions
are carefully avoided, and that sometimes descriptions
are given without a single question being asked.
Knowing the reliability of psychometry I am very
careful to avoid anything which could influence the
imagination or make any impression on the mind, as
such impression might tend to impair the photographic
accuracy of psychometry. An opinion may be given of
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one whom she knows, but the probability is that it
would not be as searching, accurate, and impartial as
if all knowledge had been excluded.
To very skeptical minds all evidence loses its value
when it concerns matters beyond the range of their
experience and contrary to their fixed opinions. Such
persons can learn only by their personal experience,
and therefore when I assure them that we have in the
United States a hundred thousand persons in whom
psychometrical power can be developed, they may
realize that perhaps I am not indulging in delusions but
simply dispelling a vast amount of ignorance which
pervades our literature, science, and collegiate instruction.
NAPOLEON BONAPARTE

(Dec. 14, 1880).

" T his is -a spirit. There's more warm th in this
brain than in Swedenborg's. It gives me great fulness
of the whole forehead. He was full of intellect-his
brain was a great workshop.
"He was a self.made man - had no great advantages
in youth. It was not till he arrived at manhood that he
got into the sphere nature mtended. He studied
very hard and came out a self-reliant man of genius.
Growing out of books he threw away authors and disapproved of others opinions generally.
. "He seems to stand alone. He did not identify himself with any religious or political sect, but stood
isolated. He felt like breaking up the old systems and
traditions. Nothing would suit him better than to rush
on and demolish the past. He did not believe in tradi·
tions or the Bible; he was skeptical.
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"He ::;eems somewhat philanthropic for the public
good and philosophized in that direction. He was
industrious and energetic, singular in deportment,
careless in his habits. Society rather feared him. He
was not popular except with a few friends. He was
regardless as to people's opinions. He clid not covet
riches, but loved fame, power and popularity. He
attained distinction. He coulcl rouse great interest in
himself and obtain great applause. ·He could talk well.
"He never was quiet. He delighted to break up the
old order, though I would not call him a disorganizer.
He was ambitious to be known as a leader in politics.
If he could get the supreme authority be would not
hesitate to do dark deeds. I don't know that he would
murder, but he would commit crimes."
(How does he compare with Cresar?)
"l do not like him as well as Cresar. He has not the
same grandeur of character. His love of power would
lead him to do things Cresar would not have done. He
would undermine friendships. He had great secretiveness and employed spies and did many things that were
not just. He would betray a trust. His love of fame
and power overpowered his better qualities.
11 He had considerable love, but more of lust.
He
loved women and they liked him. He had a commanding power over women - irresistible.
"In private life he might be truthful and honorable,
but in everything that concerned ambition he was
unscrupulous and not to be trusted. He was a skilful
liar.
"After all he had a love of flattery ancl did not try to
see through it. He was really great anJ grew in power
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naturally. He had military skill on sea and land. He
was not a mere general but a commander-in-chief o(
armies. He cared not how anything was done if it was
done. He was very successful and a great conqueror,
but after all was not satisfied. His latter years were
passed in seclusion. He looked at his past as being all
vanity.
"He loved more than one. He had control of women
- mistresses. He loved his first wife and always
respected her more. There was one woman who was
equal to any emergency. She seemed to control him
or keep him in his place-a mistress perhaps. She
had a high temper.
"He was a benefit to the world, for he was a grand
mover, stimulated people, .brought out their energies.
"His character is not to be admired. He has a
similar character in the spirit world, but he would be a
different man now, a powerful spirit. His grand work
now would be to apply his great ideas to philanthropy.
His first wife instructs him now.
}osEPHINE

(Oct. 191 1880).

"This is a woman - a character noted for gentleness
and humane qualities. Her deeds shone out in great
brightness, she was a humanitarian.
"She is not living now. Was she not the wife of a
king?" (Yes.) "Her subjects adored her for her many
grand qualities. She had a troubled life, not caused by
herself or her own acts. Had she not some trouble
with her husband?" (Yes.) "I feel that-he was tyrannical and cruel. He was not careful of her nature or
about wounding her feelings. He could not appreciate
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her love and tenderness. There is a warring element
here. She had some deep sorrow in her life. There
was a spirit of turbulence and jealousy about her- it
seemed like a conspiracy in which women were concerned and her husband's tyranny and jealousy.
"Her best talents from nature were never fully
developed in consequence of her marriage. It was not
a love marriage.
"She was religious and devotional. S!ie had the
capacity in society to attract always distinguished
personages. She did I)ot always seek !Item, but loved
the people and helped the unfortunate. She was noted
for her benevolent sympathetic nature.
"In her love she would compare with Cleopatra
though less voluptuous. She had great power of attraction for men of the highest rank and literary men. She
was fond of art. She would not rule with as much
force as Cleopatra; her disposition was more amiable,
not so wilful."
(Was she an authoress ?)
"She could have been, she had the ability, but I don't
think she was.
"Her taking off was rather unnatural. Was not
there a separation from her husband? She suffered
terribly from jealousy.
"Now she is all right- brilJiant - her whole nature
free, and would seem changed but not so, only developed fully. She takes a great interest in social questions. She is not in the same work as her husband.
He is not her spirit mate unless he has changed greatly.
They come together because she is developing him but
they are not spiritually mated. She is very fresh and
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youthful -very im1 ulsive much like Serafina. She
has great dignity butt simplicity. All her acts are characterized by gent! eness and simplicity. She never
repelled any one. She seems like a Spanish or Greek or
Roman character."
BISMARCK

(Jan. 3, 1880).

"This is a male. He desires to wield power-would
like to attain eminence without chicanery (this remark
was in contrast to politician previously described) by
his ability. He don't want any bombast or false statements.
"He holds an offilce of some kind and of great power
- immense power, in state affairs. His word is respected. He is naturally authoritative and dogmatic
but modifies this appearance by his policy and by some
wit or humor."
·
(Q. What are his leading motives?)
"His motives a1re selfish -self first - the public
next. He is not p ilanthropic but patriotic.
"He has a great brain - a remarkable insight into
governmental affair.>, their rights and wrongs. He is a
great statesman
high position. He is jealous of
Russian power and iespotism. People from his country
are under Russian rule."

i1

PRINCE BISMARCK OF GERlltANY.

The foregoing wqrds unseen in the hands of the Mrs.
B, (April 29, r 88 S) elici~cl the following:
"This is a very bright active mind - seems to be
ever on the alert. ifhere is a peculiar keenn ess about
this character. It ls an exceedingly adroit mind- pen-

106

Psyc/1omdry in

etrating and far-seeing. I t seems like something I
have read before (She bad described Bismarck some
years previously).
"I think it is a man. There are many strides in bis
life, or epochs. He has lulls and then goes on and
makes his mark. I cannot express all that I perceive.
This character does not require pushing. He has so
much spontaneity, he is ready and alert when called on.
I should not be surprised if he is a military man - he
understands military operations.
11
He is a diplomatic man. I don't think he would
favor war, or willingly engage in it. He would not engage in war on account of prestige, but would use a
different policy, and endea\·or to settle difficulties, so
that the governments could feel that they had not
yielded or conceded. His policy has great ingenuity
and skill. Is be a general or something higher- he
seems something higher in command than a general.
He has a great deal of friendliness in bis nature toward
his friends and honorable opponents."
(How does he exercise his power?)
"He is commanding - much depends upon his word.
He has a power like an emperor or president, but has
not as strong a control of the government as he would
like. His principles altogether are not just what you
would consider correct, but he is disposed to be benevolent and not in any way revengeful or cruel. He has
good sympathies - is a sympathetic man when calkcl
out and has some sentiments of devotion. He might lie
called a religious man. He exercises his authority l•y
speech as much as any other way - he addresses his
people. His delivery is clear, deep and fervid - not
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boisterous or loud. If be is engaged in war, it would be
more defensive t~an aggressive."
(What is his nationality?)
"He seems like a German. He is a great statesman.
He has great diplomacy. I am sure I know who it is.''
(What are his views as to war between England and
Russia?)
"He will make an effort to avert it though he looks
upon it as a foregone conclusion. He has been watch_
ing this thing a long time. In his real sentiments he
sympathizes with England, but it would not do to show
his feelings, as he wishes to avert it. It would give him
great pain to see these nations go into war. . I must
tell you this is Bismarck. He is not indifferent as to
the war. Both nations have respect for him. He can_
not remain indifferent. I think even now he is maturing
some plans to secure peace. He feels that it is not altogether under his control. I feel that he is not at rest
- he is using his pen at this time. [At that moment it
was about one o'clock P. M. at Berlin].
"He has had much controversy on this subject, as to
the plans of negotiation and the management of the
army - not with the emperor who favors peace, but
others. There is a class in Germany who would like to
see war- not a large element nor of the best classes."
(How does he compare with Gladstone?)
"Gladstone is more cool and deliberate and more philanthropic - I like him best. Bismarck is more diplomatic and authoritative."
W. E. GLADSTONE.

The first psychometric investigation of Mr. Gladstone
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by Mrs. B, at New York, Sept. 25, r882, was published
as follows in a London journal, with the editorial remark, "Mrs. Buchanan's psychometry seems to be of
a wonderful character. There is an incisive grasp
about the delineation of Mr. Gladstone, which carries
conviction of truth with it."
DESCRIPTION.

"I feel so much power and activity of brain ! So very
clear and cautious! It seems to me this is a man that
holds a great deal of power at this present time; one
who is swaying the public mind.
"This man is remarkably far-sighted, shrewd, and executive- a tactician, or one who has great tact.
"I feel so much heat in the blood! This man's brain
is so intense; a man could not live with such intensity
all the time - but he is living, and will live.
"I feel that he is ruling - a great ruling power, like
generalship-not as king, or emperor, but guiding
and directing. He is full of courage, but does not aim
at the aggrandizement of personal ambition. He seems
like a man whose ambition would lead him to benevolent designs-not benevolent exactly, but humane and
statesmanlike._for the general good. He seems to have
strategy, being far-seeing; strategy to counteract opposing forces or designs. ·r feel all filled with fire and
energy to accomplish a certain purpose. He does not
fail in any great purpose, or cause, he might be called to
defend. He is a valorous man - a man fearless in times
of great trouble, and very cool. He seems born for
what he is. Nature has endowed him with fine capa-
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bilities ; but he is highly cultured, has ~tudied hardlooke<l into causes.
"I think this is not an American; though I think he
speaks the English language. He seems more like ari
Englishman. Am I correct in that?"
(Reporter : "Yes.")
"He seems to me like a person who would have
to rest. He needs rest at this present time - rest for
his brain-he's been so long in action. Oh, this is
terrible! It gives me pain in the temples. [Pressing
her hands on her temples. J Oh, what a mental strain
he has ha<l ! Such sleepless nights! He's been engaged among some wonderful scenes, where responsL
bility rested upon him, and he has not thought of
self. Oh, such terrible things he has passed through;
he has been wonderfully tortured in mind. He is a
soldier - a wonderfully astute and clear-headed general
- he keeps his own counsel. He would not be afraid
to go into action - into active duty on the field of battle. I must hold my head and rest a little." (She
presses her hands upon her head.]
(Reporter : "What has he been attending to, or conducting lately?")
"I feel that he has had to do with a turbulent condition -it seems like war. Yes, cannonading, all kinds
of missiles of warfare. He has been <lfrecting it, as
some great director at the helm."
(Reporter: "Is there anything else that engages bis
attention?")
"It is bard to get away from that I have been talking
about. I am waiting to see if he is a literary man. He
~is very intellectual, and has talent for literature.
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"He has always !occupied high places. I don't think
he can be ranked as a literary man, but he is fond of
literature. His mind would run more to State and
government than t io literature.
"He's a man of great decision - would not change
his mind from sympathy with surroundings. He is not
easily turned, for he decides with great deliberation and
coolness. He is a man in whom the people have great
confidence. He sbows the people that he is humane.
If he were a ruler, he would be compassionate and just
to his subjects - he seems almost in such a capacity.
He sways great power, and bas to do with European
Powers-seems t ·> be constantly dictating. He's a
strict adherent to the honor of bis country - a true
Englishman in thalt respect.
"Oh, now, I begin to think this is the Queen's
Premier, Gladston~~. He's so grand- so thoroughly
English.''
(Reporter; "You are right. Tell us his policy as to
Ireland and Egypt.")
"He is Ireland's best friend, and he will make them
see it yet. He will exercise a humane policy towards
Ireland, and they ill give him praise for his acts towards them.
"He don't concede very much- don't yield, but be
seems ever prompt •d by a spirit of justice. He is not
an intriguer. As t;o Egypt, his action will be conciliatory- he will be a great assistant. He will assist the
Khedive, and be an adviser and co-operate in the best
means to bring tha t country up to its proper standing
among other nations. He will encourage self-dependence. He woulc desire to establish harmony of
1
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feeling with that country as an ally of England, and
that will be the case. The better spirit of both countries will be brought out. He will avoid collision with
other countries if possible: when war can be averted
he will avert it, but when it is inevitable he will be
equal to task."
Another investigation of Mr. Gladstone was made on
the 23d of April, 1885, when the war with Russia was
by many considered inevitable, and I felt curious to
know how the subject appeared in her mind. The impression of Gladstone from his photograph followed
immediately that of Shakespeare before its influence
had subsided. The following was her expression:"This too seems a literary man- a man of genius.
But I feel very restless - something comes in as a shadow over me. I feel a great deal of life in . him - he is
living. He holds a high position, with a high standard
of intellect - people admire him - toady to him.
"It is an agreeable influence but restless. He has
something to do with government affairs -affairs of
the country. He is not hopeful and bright at this time.
Things he has most at heart are not successful or promising as he wishes. I think he feels as if a crisis is
coming on in his life that may turn out badly for his
plans- badly for the country- to its disadvantage.
Is it not Mr. Gladstone? It is like him ; but I feel a
restlessness I did not feel from him formerly. I am
in too much sympathy with him to describe him well."
(It is Mr. Gladstone. What does he think on the
question of peace or war?) "I think he feels hopeful
and still doubtful -though hopeful it may be averted.
He thinks there is a great deal of treachery on the part
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of his foreign opponents and some of his own country
too."
(Does he anticipate mediation ? ) "Yes, he looks to
some power interfering and pacifying the Russian
government. His physical condition is improved since
my last description."
As to the restl~ssness and the feeling of treachery at
home and abroad, Mr. Gladstone with his family and
guests had been interrupted at breakfast that morning
(April 23d) by the sound of the explosion at the
Admiralty office (suspected to be caused by Fenians).
In addition to the threatening position of Russia, France
was threatening Egypt on account of the suppression
of the Bosphore Egyptian newspaper in which England
was necessarily involved.
1

D JSRAELI, THE STATESMAN AND AUTHOR.

"This is a man. He does not seem living (You are
right). He seems to have left a record which has done
him justice. He is not.a man to make many enemies.
He was a great thinker and hard student. He had a
philosophic mind, sound and clear. He was intellectual
and could write or talk on almost any theme with
fluency.
"He seems a literary man. He aimed at literary
notoriety. But he was placed in some prominent position where he swayed a great deal of influence. If e
acted in a satisfactory manner. His career was an
enviable one. He ranked among the higher powers.
If American, be would rank as high as President. I le
was not despotic, but had a good deal of the American
spirit.''
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(What was his language?) "He understood several.
He was a scholar, a fine linguist, understood French,
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew."
(What would be his policy in government?) "Somewhat like Mr. Gladstone's, but a little more arbitrary.
He has a great deal of decision of character. He does
not decide hastily- gives a great deal of thought to a
subject. He has travelled and familiarized himself with
various affairs and seems almost to have lost his nationality. It is difficult for me to decide on it.
"After delibe,rating, he would act with a great deal
of promptness. He would put down a rebellion with a
great deal of energy. He was judicious, but he would
never retract."
(What would be his policy as to peace or war?)
"He would take great pains to conciliate, but when
nations were aggressive, he would put them down with
a great deal of vigor."
(What do you think of him as a speaker?)
"He was very forcible in language and manner.
His energy would be much like that of Jackson. There
was a great deal of magnetism in his voice. His points
in argument were very clear. He would bring down a
great deal of applause. He always made his speeches
tell. It feels to me as if he was a Member of Parliament. There was a great deal of the Parliamentary
about them. He observed Parliamentary rules and
etiquette."
"To compare him with our orators and statesmen,
be was more like Clay than any I can think of."
(What was he in society?)
"I should think he was a great favorite with Queen
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Victoria. His policy and character were such she would
look upon him with great favor. In social life he was
at home with ladies - a friend to women. In his domestic life he was all right, bad no discord, was harmoniously situated.''
(What was his literary life?)
"The Hebrew language comes to my mind. It
seems to me he was a novelist (Like whom ? ) More like
D'Israeli than any one I can think of."
(How does his public career compare with D'Israeli?)
" I believe it is he. I am startled with the resemblance - it is so close a resemblance he must have the
same blood in his veins."
(You are right. How does he appear to compare
with Gladstone according to your impressions of each?)
Holding the two pictures she replied: "He has more ingenuity and policy. . His love of
approbation is greater. He would throw more energy
in his speeches, but Mr. Gladstone would be more impressive. They would address different feelings. I
should prefer Mr. Gladstone's pol.icy- he is more tolerant and would take more pacific measures in foreign
difficulties. Their dispositions are different, but they
are true to their positions, and viewed difficulties in the
same light, but would have different modes of settling
them."
(How would it be as to Ireland?)
. "D' Israeli would consider them a difficult people to
deal with, and would employ very strict measures.
Gladstone. would be more tolerant. He would employ
a firm, decided method, but would endeavor to make
them feel that their government was not oppressive."
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In the foregoing opinion, it is quite characteristic
that she should be puzzled as to the nationality of
D 'lsraeJi. His Jcwish extraction and peculiar character
would not suggest an Englishman. Of the character
and career of D'Israeli she knew very little, and the
impressions were quite new. to her mind.
GEN. U. S. GRANT

(May

IO,

1885).

"This gives me a headache. I feel brain-weary, as if
overtaxed. I think it is a man who studies. He is
engaged in some mental work that calls for a great deal
of strength, and draws upon his memory of events. I
don't know what it is; he does not seem an ordinary
literary character - not like the old poets or historians.
I get a fresh feeling as if it were just now.
" \iVbat an eventful career I It seems to me like a
person who had originated humbly - was in ordinary
life--with nothing in bis early manhood that showed '
.any capacities beyond ordinary men.
" T here was some occurrence, some universal agitation, some sudden call for · energy and activity,-what
can it be? -it seems Jike war. I am all stirred up;
something has called him out, brought out his capacities
and ingenuity, and placed him in high position.
" It seems a person of no ordinary power. I feel as
if being braced up by the situation, physically and mentally. He is alive. Some overshadowing condition
brought out his shrewdness and executive ability, all
going in one direction, for one purpose. I don't yet
see what it is.
"Now I see it. He is a military man, a soldier. He
is not one who would give up a cause he had espoused.
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He seems almost like a tiger in his strength, he holds
on so to his will - his wonderful will-power and sagacity
in military tactics.
"I feel that this man is one of the great successful
generals in our late war; not a Confederate, a Union
man: but what has that to. do with the literary work
that I felt at first ?
"His popularity did not cease with the close of the
war. It was greater then than ever. He had none
before the war. This war brought out and developed
characteristics which he did not know existed. Had it
not been for the war, this man would have been a common citizen. He had not ambition to gq in pursuit of
fame."
(What was the nature of his powers ?)
" He had an iron will. He was a bold man - had no
trepidation - though he did not court personal danger.
He was wise in laying his plans, and very adroit in his
movements. He has a great deal of intuitive power,
but it does not display itself in ordinary life. In military affairs he took in the '~hole situation by intuition;
he was intuitive in selecting officers, and in giving
orders.
"He is a politician, a radical politician. He would
stand by his party and his country. He loves power,
and his whole military career was a successful periodeverything tended to success. He carried the unbounded good wishes of the people with him.''
(To what result?)
"I see him holding a very prominent office; I see him
travelling. The people had great confidence in him,
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ancl wished to give him a position to show their gratitude. They made hi n President.
''Now I think ti: is is Gen. Grant. I see him as
President.
(Tell us of his prei;ent condition?)
"At first I felt the pressure on the intellectual faculties from drawing t :>0 sharply on bis memory. Now
that I know who it is1 I don 't wish to speak of his con
dition, but he is not going to pass away soon. His
will-power will keep him alive, but I do not wish to
speak of it."
What but a mar 1ellous intuition transcending all
conceivable laws of r.nind, could produce such a portrait
of Gen. Grant from impressions received only by the
touch of a picture u seen. It gave her instantaneously
a sympathy with his condition at that moment wearied
by the work on his memoirs, and from that perfect
sympathy she evolve I his whole life, and could, if questioned have given fa11 more in detail. The remark that
he would have been but a common citizen if the war
had not called him ut, and clevelopecl his powers, and
that his success was foe to an iron will and an intuitive
comprehension of t ~f, military situation, a comprehension not shown in o~ainary business, shows a thorough
understanding of the man.
General Badeau s.ays of Grant in a recent essay :
"Grant's genius W<s always ready; it was always
brightest in an emergency. All his faculties were
sharpened in battle; the man who to some seemed dull
or even slow, was then prompt and decided. When
the circumstances w~~re once presented to him, he was
never long in deten:n · ning. He seemed to !tave a faculty
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of pe11ctrati11g al 011ce lo tlte heart of lldngs. He saw
what was the point to strike, or the thing to do, an<l he
never wavered in his judgment afterward, unless of
course, under new contingencies. Then he had no
false pride of opinion, no hesitation in undoing what he
had ordered ; but if the circumstances remained the
same, he never doubted his own judgment.''
The immediate sympathy of the psychometer with
Grant before describing his character or realizing it
was show£\ in feeling his physical condition - his brain
wearied with the tax on his memory. The experiment
was at four o'clock in the afternoon, and dispatches
published the next day showed that he was at this time
engaged on his book, and had spent S<?Veral hours upon
it the day before.
General Sherman said of Grant, according to a correspondent of the Jl{onlreal Ga;:e"lte, when asked why he
recognized Grant's superiority, "Because, while I could
map out a dozen plans for a campaign, every one of
which Sheridan would swear he could fight out to victory, neither he nor I could tell which of the plans was
the best one; but Grant, who simply sat and listened
and looked, while we had been talking over the maps,
would at the end of our talking, tell us which was the
best plan, and in a dozen or two words the reason of
his decisions, and then it would all be so clear to us
that he was right, that Sheridan and I would look at
each other and wonder why we hadn't seen the advantage of it ourselves."

CHAPTER VIII.
PSVCIIOJ\fETRY IN LITERATURE.
Value of Psychometry in {1;rnishing correct and condensed views of historical and literary characters and questions.
Psychometric descriptions of Lord Bacon, Baron Humboldt, Dr. Gall,
Auguste Comte, Herbert Spencer, Prof. Tyndall, Prof. Huxley, John
Stuart Mill, Shakespeare, Milton, Sir Walter Scott, Homer, Victor
Hugo.

Literature, history and biography furnish an immense
mass of material, the mastery of which would require a
much longer period than any human life even were it
not involved in the trouble and difficulties of controversy
and criticism. Yet every one who aspires to an honorable rank in general intelligence desires to have a summary conception of whatever is most important in these
three fields of knowledge.
Psychometry renders such a periscope possible for
those who are not professional literati, and who have no
time to burden themselves with useless knowledge. It
gives us a distinct and compact conception of all who
have figured in the past or are conspicuous to-day, and
saves us from the necessity of reviewing old discussions
and burdening the mind with a multitude of r~motc
incidents that have little or no bearing' on present
affairs. It gives us correct estimates of the past with its
personalities and its important questions and throws a
light upon personal character which renclers our reading far more satisfactor_y a!)<l instructive. Moreover, it
1~9
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pronounces the sentence of justice upon all that is past
as well as upon that which is contemporary.
From my portfolio of psychometric investigations I
have selected the following reports as specimens of the
application of Psyichometry in the investigation of
literary character.
LORD BACON.

"This is a mar' - not a modern character - he
belongs to the past lb ut is not one of the ancients. He
was a man of great ability and prominence, of marked
intellectuality and fa great deal of mental power. It
stimulates me, I feel it in the region of firmness. He
had pride and ambition. He had a great deal of swaying power. I think he is known and quoted now.
"I don't consider him an evenly balanced mind. He
was subject to moods, and was not always to be depended
upon.'
(What sort of a rfe did he lead?)
"A life of cxcit;!lbility. He kept things stirring all
the while. He was1in the political world. He was not
an amiable man. ]>eople se·; vecl him more through fear
than love. He was an over-weening man. I don't
fancy his principles,. He was revengeful and loved to
display his power. His integrity was not reliable. He
was traitorous, falsie to his friends. 1 should fear him
as an enemy. He: bad no conscientious scruples in
gaining his purpo~;es.
H c would not treat women
properly as human beings but would only use them for
his purposes.
"He was eminemtly intellect.ual. He was a writer.
He wrote on deep· subjects. I do not exactly see what
they were - they ere deep and far-reaching. He was
too critical to give any one much credit. I think he
would write on ph jlosophical subjects, embracing science, religion, chunch and state.
"He was a very ~lttractive author and attained a very
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high reputation. He has been much admired and much
criticised in )atcr times. He was more distinguished in
literary than political life."
(With whom was he acquainted as his contemporaries?)
[After a pause.] "It seems to me that it was under
the reign of Elizabeth. He held some appointment
under her. I think he knew Shakespeare. I feel that
he lived in a bloody period. His career was restless
and varied. He had periods of adversity and prosperity.
He left il high character among literati, but he lived in
a licentious age and he was a licentious man. His
character is not esteemed by those who know it."
Another very graphic description of Lord Bacon was
given psychometrically by Mrs. Hayden as follows: "This is a different character altogether (referring to
Dr. Harvey whom she had just described). He is more
jocose, would not take things to heart too seriously.
He is a quick thinker, quick in speech and in action,
elevated, enjoying wealth, power, and luxury, not abstemious. There's a jovial, rollicking, reckless spirit.
His moral character is far inferior to Harvey's,"
(What of his intellectual powers?)
"They are very fine. It seems such a pity to see
such a noble intellect connected with such reckless
profligacy. Whatever came from his pen was brilliant
and grand. He might write his best after a debauch,
perhaps half drunk. He was a spendthrift regardless of
the future. He could get money easily, spend it, be
reduced to poverty and rise again. But he had a splendid intellect. What an abortion of a superior man !
He is indeed a remarkable character. He has been
dead a long time, I can't clefi ne it exact! y."
(Were there any remarkable events in his life?)
" It was full of the most remarkable events. He was
from the lowest stage to the highest, a life most eventful. I think he would do impudent daredevil things
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nobody else would dare to do. He had no special
moral nature but was at times scrupulously refined;
at other times cared neither for women nor anyth ing
else. I never felt so remarkable a character. He had
a nobleness and inclepenclence that was really grand.
Money was usecl only for his pleasure.
"He wrote ancl his writings were brilliant. H e was
brilliant as a philosopher, with large causality, large
perceptions and intuition. He had a fine education and
a great commancl of language. All through his writings
were striking sentiments and expressions. He was
not scientifically profound like Harvey : he was more
brilliant than scientific ; he was more original than
Harvey.
He detested plagiarism and borrowed from
nobody."
(Could he have written Shakespeare's plays ?)
"Yes, he coulcl have written them. The passages of
doubtful chastity would have suitecl him. He certainly
wrote plays, and the language of his plays was charac·
teristic. There is a good deal of similarity intellectually.
He was equal to Shakespeare if not superior, with a more
refined education ... . But he clid not seek fame though
he had it. He would as lief be regarded as a notorious
rotte. He was sensual and shameless. He handled
money loosely and made it fly- not like Harvey who
handled his money carefully."
These two terse and emphatic descriptions make
quite a complete picture of Bacon. Either of the psychometers could have told the whole story and eluciclated many other points in Bacon's character ancl his·
tory, if the examination had been more prolonged and I
had questionecl them as witnesses to develop all they
could discover. But I had never adopted this method,
preferring a spontaneous description of the salient
points that impress themselves on the psychometer, and
not desiring lo tax their mental energies by any fatigue
ing task.
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In this, as in all 1ny reports of psychometric ch.:scriptions, I perceive a remarkable clearness and comprehensiveness of statement such as might be made by one
entirely familiar with the life work of the subject. No
one fully acquainted with Bacon's career could have
spoken more clearly and comprehensively. His profligacy, treachery, licentiousness, malignity, versatility,
restlessness, sudden reverses, intellectual brilliance,
famous authorship and even the modern criticism to
which he has been subjected were all stated, and his
career located under Queen Elizabeth. Pope did not
understand him any better when a century after Bacon's
death he called him "the wisest, brightest, meanest of
mankind."
BARON HUMBOLDT.

"This seems like a philosopher who has passed away,
he is not living. He was a scientist. He is a great
scholar and student, always engaged in the pursuit of
knowledge. I think him a great man. He was warmhearted, genial and temperate. He was fond of writing
upon deep questions. It seems as though he did everything. He was a broad man in every sense of the
word, nothing narrow or stinted about him. He was
not a.n American, I think his nationality might be German. His nation wou,Jd be very proud of him. He did a
great deal for his country but not as a military man, yet
his opinions would be freely given on those subjects. He
was not a novelist, he did not write light literature.
He was engaged in discoveries, being very scientific.
He was esteemed very highly as an author. He was
very liberal in his religion but had not much of what
the church would call religion, possibly they might call
him an infidel.
"It gives me the feeling of plunging into nature, her
physical and occult forces."
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(What sciences would it be ?)
" I don't know unless it is the science of the universe.
He would look into the origin of races ancl sociological
subjects. He was a fine linguist. There was no science
out of his reach. He is quoted as an authority. He
had a capacious brain and physical endurance to write
and give out his views. He attended to medical science
but it was not Yery prominent, and was interested in
chemistry. He was a very critical observer and criticised sharply the productions of others who differed
with him. H e was rather iconoclastic and keen in his
replies. He was not speculative but solid.
"I like him very much. I would have liked him as a
man. He had a genial happy temperament.
"He occupied a very high position ; he associated with
the highest classes, and royalty- they felt honored by
his presence but he was not strictly a society man. He
did not look clown on the poor. He was widely known by
other nations than his own, almost universally-such
a man could not be hid. He had a good constitution and
attained old age, possibly over eighty, and enjoyed life."
Mrs. HA YDEN's psychometric description was as
follows:"This is not so legible character as the one just
described (Compte). There is a vast difference. This
is a man, I am sure, but not so open and frank as
Compte. I can't describe him so well, can't approach
him so easily, but he is very clever and talented, has
great thoughts, large ideas. He has a great forehead,
has strong perceptive faculties, and intense thought.
There is too much of him to be analyzed easily. He
achieved a great name, he did a great work, and is
known round the globe. He was a scientist and a
leader: a very celebrated man. He could not be an
ordinary man with such a brain. He could write well
on any subject. He was splendidly educated, and was
a splendid conversationalist. He drew around him the
highest classes and was much courted; was elegant in
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manners and conversation, and was attractive to women.
He catered more to the religious idea than Compte, but
did not believe much. He had a high standard of
principle, and moved in high society. He was fond of
advancing the condition of mankind, chiefly by scientific
labor. He did much and was ·proud of it." (Q.-How
does he compare with Lord Bacon ?) " He was more
solid or talented, but had not so much genius. He
could write better than either Mill or Spencer. He was
a pleasing writer without any effort. His pen flew
rapidly. He is a great character, and I am not satisfied
that I can do him justice.'' (Q.- What was his nationality?) "He was not American. He was fluent in both
English and German. I think German was his mother
tongue. He bas no Americanism." (Q.- How does he
compare with Huxley?) "Huxley is too coarse and
material in comparison. This man was refined and
dignified; there is a sublimity in his career. In the
sciences he would be a Gt':ologist and Mineralogist.
To-day he is making deep researches. He excelled in
Mineralogy and Geology."
The assertion that" to-day he is making deep researches," may surprise those who do not know that the
inost gifted psychometers always follow a character into
the post-mortem as well as the ante-mortem life. Indeed,
some are so spiritual as to get the impression first of
the life in the higher spheres before the career on earth.
There is a vast wealth of philosophy attainable in this
direction. Hereafter we shall have psychometric minds
capable of communicating directly with Humboldt and
all others who in the clearer light of Heaven have been
looking deeply into philosophy and science. It is
practicable now, and it is for this that I proposed to
establish the COLLEGE OF T!TF. SOUL. I trust there may
be sufficient enlightenment on the earth to-day to
co-operate in such a purpose.

P sycltomi:tr:;· m
DR. GALL: the Founder of Phrenology.
" This gives a gr1eat influence, that of a very powerful
person. It goes Into the muscular system, fills my
body, feels like a laLrge, strong man. This is one who
had uncommon ability to talk, and sway the people by
his intellectual po\1 er. I feel an enlargement of the
forehead and eyes. It inflates my whole body, even
the lungs. I feel ~ great desire to reason out things.
He must have been a powerful reasoner, and strong in
the intuitive power•;. He would combat a doctrine with
great power. He las a strong will, and is exceedingly
zealous. His strong reasoning powers would overwhelm
common minds. I feel a power in the temples. He
was not nervous, w ~uld hardly know that he had nerves.
H e seems muscula1r. He had a large heart, would go
into generous acts <~f philanthropy, and be interested in
any great work for } he benefit of mankind, but he docs
not have in himselt a great love of power or displayhe is modest. He would love like a torrent, yet is not
demonstrative. H ~e is both passionate and sentimental.
In his domestic rel' tions, he had not all he could wish.
H is wife would oppose him in many things, and he
could not bear opp lsition from his inferiors. He could
meet the oppositio.n of great thinkers, but the opposition of the petty '~ould annoy him. He did not live
with his wife happlily, or did not live with her at all.
She was inferior iln many things, but she appeared
better when he chose her. Her ambitions did not run
in the same directi bn as his; it was a vanity that did
not please him.
is investigations were as to the
mind. He would iay attention to the possible powers
of the mind and th~l brain. He would study individuals
and history - the past, present, and future. He had a
great knowledge G f the brain and body. He understood the anatom~ of the brain thoroughly, was thoroughly educated in anatomy. Destructiveness was
large in him. He ould apply his knowledge of anat-
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omy in every pursuit. He understood the organic
functions of the brain I feel his life and warmth as if
he were present. He would not belong to a church.
He does not look to God as a ruler, or an object of fear."
(Q. - What does he think of the discoveries and expermen ts of Dr. Buchanan?) "He thinks they are grand.
He approves the groundwork, and the way he has
started. He says the structure he is building will leave
a monument to future generations."
AUGUSTE

CO~f PTE.

(Founder of the Positive Philosophy.)

" I seem to be taken into the past, very far oack ; an
influence from the remote past attended this person.
There is a great deal of grandeur of thought, sublimity
of ideas. I first get the spiritual attendant of this person. It is a woman. All thought this brain generates
seems well balanced, even, systematic. He was a philanthropist and a discoverer. He would unfold or
enlarge discoveries originated in other minds, and make
them clear. There is a peculiar originality. He had
his own way of saying things. He never followed. He
would not say anything others had said before him,
unless in an entirely new dress. He theorized a great
deal, but did not reduce the theories to practice. He
was eccentric in religious opinions, yet believed in Goel
and a future state: no - he was not settled in his mind
as to the ultimate condition of man. His views would
change. His opinions were not popular, though he had
followers. He spoke out freely his changes of opinion.
He was not very poetical. He seems very eccentric,
but had many grand ideas. He was a great friend to
woman, would sacrifice a great deal for her elevation.
He would like to establish rules, making woman equal
to man. In religion he would be favorable to communities, and to a religion of good conduct. He would
teach morality. He was not an advocate of the marriage
relation, as it now exists There is a great deal in this
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character that is hard to describe.'' (Q. - Was he ever
liable to insanity?) "I think be was, from the confusion
and fickleness of ideas that I get. Insanity might come
from intense thought, and some trouble in his life that
preyed on his mind. He seemed to be moody and misanthropic at times, but at his death he wa<> in his right
mind." (Q. - What was his nationality?) "He spoke
more than one language, but I think he was French.··
(Q. - What was his domestic life?) "His domestic life
was not successful ; he did not marry the one he loved
best. He may have appeared cold, but he had strong
love, though he was exacting. There was a failure in
the fruition of his love. He was attended by the spirit
of the woman he loved, as well as by an ancient spirit."
The portrait of Com_pte is completed by adding the
psychometric description given by Mrs. Hayden as
follows:
"This is a man, a positive influence, a man past middle age with rather a high head, a long, intelligent face,
somewhat narrowing to the chin. He is a man of few
words, but of great powers of discrimination and expression, saying exactly what he wants to say. He is bold,
yet timid: a child could lead him, but when roused he
is like a lion. He has led an eventful life. He has an
analytical brain. His career was one that required
deep thought. He is set and mature in his ideas, rather
opinionated. I think he is not living. He is not an
American. His manners and looks are rather English.
His style of character rather German. He is so much
of a linguist I cannot tell which is his own language.
He knows French, German, and Greek. He is a
scholar. There is not much poetry about him. He is
a substantial prose writer - writes scientific books,
with something historical. He is more like Mill than
Spencer; is fully equal to Mill. .He is not egotistic. He
touches no subject without understanding it." (Q. What do you say as to his religion and morals?) "I do
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not think he has much religion. He is moral and honorable, but has no more God than Herbt!rt Spencer.
He has no historic idea of Deity. He is very free and
liberal in many things. He has strict conscientious
scruples: be can be depended on." (Q. - What was his
-relation to woman ?) "He respects woman very highly,
but his domestic life was not harmonious ; it was full of
jar and distraction; still, he thinks love is sacred, and
though his own life has been checkered it has not spoilt
him. His real love passed away, and left him sad ; he
spoke as if bereft. He has been careful about expressing his ideas fully. His marriage was very unhappy.
He was very original in all his writings. He was a
pleasing, interesting, vigorous writer. But be did not
realize his ambition, and was disappointed as to appreciation. Yet he was regarded by his followers with
idolatry, and is still. He left a name that will not die.
Those who loved him were very devoted. He was a
self-sacrificing man, and devoted bis life to humanity."
HERBERT SPENCER.

(The philosopher of evolution and sociology.)

After some deliberation : "This character is foreign to my nature and does not
stimulate as much as some others. His position gives
him influence among intellectual people. He seems to
be versed in literature and a writer. He does not seem
to be a philanthropist -what be docs in that way is
more for influence and reputation, than from true benevolence. I do not perceive much soul in what he does,
but I think he is popular. with the public, because he
advances humane ideas which have a good influence.
"He is a man of strong impulses, and sometimes led
by them too much. He might be considered true to
his principles which he considers right ; he is not a dis·
sembler. He looks upon what he does as a matter of
duty-that is the way I see him. He is a courteous
man.
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"I think he has a fine intellect. The resources of his
a1ind are large and he labors to make his subjects acceptable - he works hard."
(To what subjects is he giving attention?)
"He is doing something in political science. He is a
fresh writer, onginal, not dealing in anything stale.
" His aim would be to improve the condition of the
poor and working classes He would write upon political economy and kmdred subjects. He would improve
the social status. He would be interested in communities that have grievances. I feel that he is not an
American ; I am sure of it - but he has great friendliness for American systems of government.
"His policy would have a democratic tendency. I t
is very cautious - he would not expend a great deal in
direct assistance but would give opportunities for progress and improvement. He seems to be English in
character.''
(What of his moral and religious character?)
"In religion he is heterodox and tolerant-does not
believe any religion taught in the churches -is skeptical
as to the Bible and would follow nature.
"His code of morals is good - he believes in marriage, temperance, industry and similar virtues ; he is
a moral man. He may have a school of his own on
such subjects.
'' His mind is skeptical and somewhat dogmatic but
disposed to give due credit to facts. He inclines more
to materialism than to spiritualism, and feels satisfied
with his present views, somewhat like Ingersoll's. But
he has a great spirit of investigation."
(What of his general career and success?)
"His life has been varied. He has kept himself
prominent and in good repute. He has an extensive
reputation - standing high with thinking people, anti
the working classes consider him their friend.
''He has encountered some difficulties, but is successful upon the whole. He is well received and carries
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considerable weight with the intellectual classes. He
has overtaxed and fatigued himself and impaired his
health."
(How does he compare with Humboldt, Compte, Mill,
Lord Bacon, Carlyle and Bulwer as they have impressed
you?)
"He is not so theoretical as Compte, not so great as
Humboldt, not as great or brilliant as Bacon, though a
far better man. He is more like Mill than any one I
can think of. He is more sound and practical than
Bulwer and Carlyle."
A very similar opinion was pronounced some years
ago by Mrs. Hayden in more emphatic language, which
differed slightly in reference to the physical constitution
as it was given before the decided impairment of health
mentioned by Mrs. B.
PROFESSOR TYNDALL.

"This is a man. It inspires me with almost a complete
character, well developed, and refined. The region of
intellect was developed very early in life. He was born
for his position. There was an uninterrupted development and education. He was not a self-made man.
He is an author. His writing is in prose. He has
taken a decided stand in opinions. He is familiar with
matters concerning the health of-nations. He is practical,-carries out his theories clearly, decidedly. He is
a very judicious man, seldom mistaken. He is popular
with many,-is above the grade of public intelligence,
having a very superior mind. His reputation is wide.
He has many warm admirers, devoted to him." (Q.How does he comp~re with Compte ?) "He is equal to
Compte, bnt more advanced in his knowledge, and less
erratic. He does not fall into moods." (Q.-What is
he as a lecturer?) "As a lecturer he is ready, profound
and thorough ; he interests his hearers; he is an ex-
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ceedingly pleasant speaker." (Q.- What as a writer?)
"As a writer, he would rank among the first." (Q.What of his religious views?) "His religious ideas are
liberal. He is skeptical, and slow of belief. He is a
fearless and profound exponent of what he believes.
He is very scientific. His life has been devoted to
science and investigation."
PROFESSOR HUXLEY.

"This is a very strong character, with a stubborn will,
hard to convince, but when convinced immovable. He
bas great firmness of purpose. He has more method,
he is more demonstrative and dogmatic, he has more
intolerance than No. 1 (Tyndall), but is fully equal in
ability. He would be disposed to run into the same
investigations, but takes a different method. Upon the
whole, they arc about equal. This one has more poetry,
but less refinement; he has more of the animal, more
inclination to license; he has less appreciation of
woman, might be jealous of her intellectual merits.
He has great self-esteem, which carries him on." (Q.What is he as a lecturer?) "As a lecturer, he draws
large audiences. He could make a fine political speech.
His writings are popular. He is rather a disturber of
the old order of things." (Q.- What of his religion ?)
"His religion is only Nature. He is not entirely skeptical as to futurity, but does not tell his views freely."
JOHN STUART MILL.

"This seems different from Nos. I and 2; full of method, not so rapid, more deliberate, but, when fully prepared, has great brilliancy and power. This is a preferable character to Nos. 1 and 2 (Tyndall aud Huxley), one
whom women could love." (Q.- What, as a writer ?)
"He would write upon the establishment of new systems,
and renovating the olcl: is a philosopher and reformer.
He has a great desire not to break up, but to adjust,
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governments and all political and religious affairs. He
shows great ability, and has been sharply criticised for
his ideas, but he does not fear it. He cares little for
public opinion. He is a well-:ldjustecl man, of firm
brain,-not vain nor ostentatious. He stands high
among thinking men. His opinions would be quoted,
and he would rank as a great mind." (Q.-How does
he compare with others?) "I feel that he has made
great discoveries. He is like Dr. Buchanan in many
things. I would estimate him upon the whole above
Nos. r and 2, not as enthusiastic in his opinions as
Compte, but a sounder mind ; not erratic. He is a
great philosopher an<l reformer, and has acquired a great
deal by hard study."
SHAKESPEARE.

April 23, 1885, I gave her an excellent photograph of
as a man to be described unseen. She
said:Sha~espeare

" I like the feeling of this; it brings a genial glow, such a feeling as I have in thinking of some grand,
noble woman. This person has a wonderful, far-seeing
mind. He had psychometric power. I don't think he
is living.
"He does not seem a philanthropist, but fond of
influence and popularity. A strong willed man - of
strong determination. He was social and convivialknew he had something to give the world, and was
anxious to do it.
" I do not place him among the nobility, but he was
not a commonplace man. He was a foreigner, a writer,
a literary man. It seems to me he was a writer of
plays. I find a poetical element. He did not live long
enough to finish his career, but what he wrote was
accepted by the people of his own and other countries.
H is reputation is high to-day -perhaps higher than
ever. His reputation has been gaining.
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"He was something like Dickens in character. There
was a good deal of sadness in his interior life the
public did not sec:. He had a deep nature and his writings were not always in the same vein. He seems like
one of the dramatists. He was an Englishman. H e
would compare with Shakespeare and Bulwer. A flash
of impression now and then suggests Shakespeare.
Ile was keen and witty. His comparisons were adroitly
made. He had a wonderful individuality in his writing.
I think he was inspired. I think he wrote under inspiration a great part of his time - psychometric inspiration. His expresions had a prophetic character to a
careful reader - a prophetic wisdom. I feel now a
strong admiration for this character-there was no
one like him. He was the chief among all the dramatic writers. He fills my mind with tragic ideas.
Richard the Third and Othello come to my mind and
Midsummer Night's Dream. I think it is Shakespeare
as it brings up those plays."
·
In this case she felt the influence of the picture so
completely by touch as to induce her to say that she
believed the picture was in her hands upside down,
which was the fact. Her fingers recognized the head
as the lower part of the picture.
The psychometric description of Shakespeare by Mrs.
Hayden developed the same sympathy and admiration
as follows:-

"This feels good, genial, warm - like meeting a
friend. There is a warmth that can't be mistaken-a
great wcalt!t of mind- rich with all that is delightful
and lovely. I can't talk - I can't express it fullycan't do this individual justice. I'm delighted with it.
It is a beautiful face in outlines and symmetry. No sensuality here. It gives me the feeling of a reformer, a
frank freethinker He lO"CS wogress- has given up
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the spirit of the clrurk ages. Seems a statesman and a
poet-a controlling influence- a power that leads and
guides others with his councils. He is not in this
world, not on eart - gone sometime, but left a name
that will never die. He had a versatility of powercould catch up his pen and write- could direct and
instruct others - had great versatility of power. You
l to love him. He could not have
had but to know him
done a mean act." ~What as a writer?) "One of great
power-very clearJ of great descriptive power. He
brought the picture right before you-nothing prosythere was too mudi1 matter-of-fact for a mere poet- it
was not fiction, but he might have been a great dramatist. His descriptiG n is unusually clear. There was a
moral in his writin1gs." (Does he resemble Bulwer ?)
"No, he is very diff ~rent. When I saw Bulwer at Kenilworth he impressed me very differently from this.''
MILTON.

"This produces an easy, glowing, dreamy feelingtakes me to a spiri 1ual region. This feeling is exceedingly luminous and highly intellectual. It produces a
different surrounding from anything I ever came in
contact with.
"There seems to be such an amount of power and
intensity of thoughJ, taking such a wide range, I can
scarcely bring it to a point for anything specific.
" This person was thoroughly magnetic - had great
magnetic power-liar-reaching. His mind would soar
above the ordinary minds it came in contact with. It
was a leader of exceedingly fine organization. He bad
the love element, well-balanced, universal.
"He had great intellectual powers.
Nature did
much, and educati1m and surroundings added to his
powers to make h'm great. His writings would be
quoted and respecteCI among all classes for their ability.
He loved humanity, he recognized God.''
(Q. - Living or ead - male or female ?)

1
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"A male and in the spirit world. It seems fresh seems near."
(What was the earthly career?)
"One of great activity. He wrote a great deal of
prose. I do not feel the poetical so much. He was familiar
with literature, sdence, and history, and used them. He
was radical-more democratic than monarchic-liberal
in his views, liking a government good for all classes.
He believed in divorce for causes such as incompat1·
bility or physical discord. His own domestic life was
not as happy as he would wish, but not as bitter an
experience as Dr. Gall or Socrates. He had many
clouds to contend with. There seemed to be clouds as
if he was in darkness.
" He realized some reputation in life, but like many
superior men, his writings have lived beyond the tomb,
and he has more reputation now."
(Q. - I f he wrote poetry, what would be its character?)
"His poetry would partake of the grand and terrific.
It would not be of the sentimental, like Moore. Milton
comes into my mind. His poetry would be decidedly
intellectual. It takes a scholar to appreciate it. It
was like Dante also. When he gave his friendship it
was lasting. You could have no better friend."
SIR WALTER SCOTT.

"This has a comfortable, natural feeling- not an
excitable influence. There is a good deal of inspiration
about it. I should think this person was a writer. It
is a man. If I felt in a more intellectual mood I might
go into ecstasies over this author. Ile is not livinghe is one of the poets of the p1st
"He had a very ardent nature, full of fire and earnest
ness. His poems were very descriptive
Whatever
might be his themes they were very descriptive. There
seems to be a martial tone to his poetry. He is Scotch
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or Irish; but he does not seem Irish- not like Moore,
more like Byron - he is a Scotch poet. Who is the
author of the "Lady of the Lake"? I think he was
the author of it, but the name escapes me.
"He was a titled man - his life was literary."
(What else beside poetry did he write ? )
"I think his prose partook of the historical character.
I think he was a historian; he may have written on
political and ecclesiastical subjects.
"He was musical, had fine sensibilities. He could
write on jurisprudence, I think. His inclination was to
poetry. He was a man of deep feelings, and could
express them better in poetry. He could write plays
and fiction. Fiction was not his forte, but he could
succeed in it, because he wrote so vividly. He sometimes indulged in the humorous or amusing. It was
easy for him to go from the pathetic to the humorous.
It was his born in him. His novels would be founded
on facts, somewhat like Dickens, though he was a very
different writer. He was faithful to nature - he could
depict the elements with great descriptive power.
"He had ups, and downs, and perplexities in his life,
but always ranked high before the public. I think he
was contemporary with Moore. I think they were
friends.
H e lived to develop his genius, and make a
lasting name.
" He was highly prized in society, being genial and
social in his nature, jovial with men, full of anecdote a good companion. T think he had a happy home. He
was domestic in feeling, but monarchic m his theories,
as that seemed to him the best form of government.
He brings up Scotch poetry to my mind."
(What as to Spiritualism?)
" H e had some weird ideas, but could not be called a
~piritualist. ''
(What ~a1 you say of his head ? )
" I t was high in the moral region."
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I then showecl her the picture, but she did not recognize it, and could not think of the name- her memory of names is very defective. The face of Scott is a
beautiful illustration of the true principles of Physiognomy, and his head indicates a very strong and noble
character, being high and deep.
In MRS. HAYDEN'S description of Scott, she said he
was "very brilliant in conversation, witty, original, and
very pleasing. His company was sought. He had
great wealth of mind. He was not very religious in·
the sectarian way. He seems like a historian. If he
wrote fiction it would be peculiar- truth as the foundation - not mere fiction, but historical. He is a man of
very sound judgment and deep ideas - perhaps a little
dry from his matter-of-fact way. I'd like to hear him
talk rather than hear his writings. He has a fine face.
I like his influence. His integrity is marked. Whatever he believed he had the courage to express. He
passed away before much was said about Spiritualism.
If he had been living he would have adopted it. He
was an irreparable loss to the society in which he
moved.
HO!lfER.

The school of German skeptics having thrown doubt
upon the very existence of Homer, as another class of
skeptics doubt the existence of Biblical characters, this
gave me an additional interest in verifying his existence
and character. The following opinion was based on an
old (unseen) engraving of Homer's bust.
"This is an ancient character-very ancient. He
was very brilliant, ancl of a buoyant nature. He lookecl
upon the world with great satisfaction. He was a
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writer." (I asked for a more definite statement of his
chronology, but as Mrs. B. is somewhat defective in
numbers or calculation she could not give any definite
reply.)
(What do you say of the people and climate of the
country where be lived ? )
"It was a very genial climate, and a ~enial good feeling prevailed. It docs not seem a time of bloodshed.
It is a very congenial influence. It takes me to Greece.
I wonder if he was not a Greek. It brings a variety of
scenes, an age of unfoldment and athletic sports, sculpture, grandeur, great processions.
"It seems as though he was a poet and wrote blank
verse. He wrote on solid subjects. Everything he
wrote has to be translated into our language. He was
one of the old Greek poets ; very inspirational, wise,
and scholarly; not an orator, but a man of thought and
feeling. He is known to-day only from his writings."
(What of his personal life?)
" H is personal life was very harmonious - he enjoyed
life. If living to-day he would be called a medium.
He communed with the invisibles, felt their influence
and inspiration. He had a very harmonious, beautiful
nature, was very simple in his manner of living, did not
cater to his personal desires, was self-sacrificing, had
few desires for his personal comforts. I think he was
poor. I see no grandeur in his immediate surroundings.
He was modest, and did not care for it, but had enough
for bis daily wants. If he did not he would not care
for it."
(What of his domestic life ? )
"He was married-and agreeably; there was no discord in his conjugal life.
(Was he ever poor enough to beg?)
"He was very poor. He might beg if his bodily and
mental sufferings were great enough. His genius was
not appreciated as it is now. People were given more

to the physical. They woulcl think a poet of little value.
But he had a few choice appreciative friends."
(What of his religion ? )
"He was a religious man, drawing his inspiration
from the universe. From his interior nature he could
write grand things. He was· a wonderful man. He is
better understood to-clay than in his own age. His
writings are quoted to-day. He had a deep religious
nature. He was not acquainted with Christianity. He
looked to the grandeur and beauty of the universe and
supreme power. Perhaps he may have believed in deities of a lower grade, and in the elements. He saw
God in all. I admire his sentiments, but I have never
read any of his writings."
(Did he believe in communication with the spirit
world?)
"He did; ne had evidence in his own experience of
the power of the departed to commune with us. He
has exerted an influence himself as a spirit upon poets
of ancient and modern times.
It brings up Mrs.
Hemans; perhaps he inspired her. He inspired Milton
and Shakespeare. I think it is Homer. '
As to his inspiring bis admirers, I recollect a suggestion in Plato's writings-that an eloquent reader of
Homer's poems was actually inspired by the spirit of
Homer.
VICTOR HUGO.
{By Mr. B., of the New York Bar, r878.)

"A powerful man; intellectual; an old man. He'll
never be any older. He's old in years, but fresh and
vigorous as a boy.
"He's a creator. If an architect, he'd copy from no
uoe; if a painter, his style is his own : if a writer, he's
d ifferent from any one else. He's crisp, sharp, epigrammatic. If he were here, in a few sentences he'd instantly
impress you as a remarkable man.
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"He's a historian,- a historical writer,- or, if not, he
ought to be. It ought to be his profession. He would
be unequalled. It might not all be true, but it would
be interesting.
"He isn't dead. He would be fairly disposed to investig~te new truths. He does not believe in falsehood
because it is venerable. He's a sort of socialistic reformer ; a ni\n of the people ; most intense in feeling
and expression. He has an utter contempt for a rotten
government or a system of theology not well founded,
or anything else false. He is incapable of forgiving
wrong, injury, or ir!sult.
"His style is too intense and wild, but it is attractive.
He is a positive thinker- not satisfied with less than
absolute proof. He enjoys life-loves good eating and
drinking and physical enjoyment."
As to Hugo's habits and character, there is a good
illustration of the foregoing description in the remarks
of H. H. Boyesen, since the death of Hugo, who says,
"In 1879 he looked wonderfully vigorous, and his gait
and voice were those of a young man." "He rose at
five in the morning and worked till eight." "At dinner
he appeared to the best advantage, and his conversational powers were most brilliant. As Daudet once said,
he ate with " the magnificent insolence of a man who
always feels well, bathes in ice water, and works with his
windows open." " While the young authors and deputies who sat at his table selected carefully the most
easily digestible dishes, the hearty octogenarian consumed tarts, cucumbers, and lobster salads with superb
unconcer.n." "Victor Hugo's presence was most impressive, his bearing courtly and erect, and his manner
never devoid of a certain ceremoniousness, which was a
fine mixture of courtliness and dignity."

CHAPTER IX.
PROPHETIC INTUITION.
Antagonism of the world's present condition to the higher faculties o(
man - Foresight inseparable from intelligence - Prophecy belongs to
intuition - Evils of credulity - Recognition of the prophetic power
by St. Paul, by the ancients, by Machiavel, by many eminent men, by
Athenagoras, the Sybils, the Druids, Jamblicfls, Maupertuis, Sir Henry
Halford, Areteus, Cicero, Dr. Hoffman, Dr. Sprengel, Dr. George!,
the Committee of the Royal Academy of Medicine, M. Chardel, the
philosopher Schelling, Goethe, Swedenborg- Cazotte's prophecyHoag's prophecy of our civil war -Prophecy of the downfall of the
Pope's temporal power, and reformation of the church -A!odtts operandi of prophecy - Law of periodicity - Future fate of the United
States.
PROPHECY IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS. - Prophecy as to Ireland- Prophecy
in Egyptian affairs - Description of Arabi Pasha and his fate - Opinion of Khedive Ismail - Investigation of El Mahdi in 1883 - The
progress of affairs in Egypt and the Soudan illustrates the opinion Absurd and wicked management of the war - Vindication of El
Mahdi - Second description and its verification in 1884- Third description in 188 5 and prophecy of universal peace - Description by
pupils in Psychometry- Comments on the descriptions - Psychometric report on El Mahdi's picture - His personal history-Descrip• tion of Mohammed-Death of Alexander, D'Israeli, and Garibaldi
predicted - Description of the Czar Alexancler - Psychometric view
of Russia and England- Foreign news in March, 1885- Psychometric opinion on the condition - The Czar and his purposes- Foreign
news in April indicating war - Prophecy repeated- Repeated again
-Censure of the church- France and China in April-Psychometric description and prediction - Psychometric description of the
Hon. Joseph Chamberlain of England-Poem addressed to Cornelia.
Quench not the spirit - despise not prophesyings. Thes. 5, 20.
"Follow after charity :rncl spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy... He that prophesieth spe:i.keth unto men to edification and ex142
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hortation and comfort." "He that prophcsieth edifieth the church." "I
would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied."
1 Cor. 11.

Tbe higher any faculty rises in its character, the
nearer it approaches a spiritual and divine nature.
The more thoroughly the divine inspiration appears in
its manifestations, the .more repugnant does it become
to the animal nature of man ; and there is no better evidence of the extent to which a nation, a community, or
a class is sunk in selfishness and animalism than its
repugnance to understanding, appreciating, or even
tolerating the most sacred phenomena of life. How
can European nations be expected to make progress in
the sacred philosophy which comprehends the mysteries
of life when they are still in their national bearing as
morally barbarous as in the days of Ca::sar, and face each
other, arms in band, like kennels of wild beasts, waiting
only for a convenient opportunity to devour each other
with the least difficulty and danger, without sufficient
moral sentiment anywhere to interpose between the
ferocious combatants, and command the peace. It is
clue to the moral power of Gladstone alone that we are
not to-day looking on cannonade and slaughter.
In the midst of these ferocious powers and in full
sympathy with them, stands the church, -- a participant
in all their feuds, not a soothing and restraining power,
but an accessary to their dark deeds. The college is
the same-it perpetuates the glory of criminal warriors
and sends forth no aspiration to a higher social condition.
~sychometry therefore has no home in either state,
church, or college, until a nobler century shall have
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arrived, when a genial and religious philosophy shall
comprehend man's highest nature. My modest presentation of the science in the middle of this century seems
to have produced but little more effect than a whisper
addressed to a mob, and I might not have presented the
subject again, but for the fact that I have survived long
enough to reach a more progressive period, in which
the laws of Destiny assure me that the century will not
pass without an honorable recognition of the truth.
As a part of this great truth I present the prophetic
power of the divine element in man, so stolidly ignored
to-day. Forecast or prophesy is inseparable from intelligence. If we were deprived of this power we would
be reduced to helpless idiocy, unable to do anything.
The perfect nescience of metaphysical speculation approximates this form of idiocy. Pyrrhonic skepticism
ignores the relation of cause and effect, and would prevent one from knowing that he would be killed by
walking over a precipice. In that condition, destitute
of forecast, men would be like the brainless hens experimented on by Flourens, incapable of acting from the
inability to have an idea of doing anything.
No one can deny the power of foreseeing many
events of which we comprehend the causes, and thus
making 1tcientific prophecies. The range of astronomical · forecast is immense, and it is equally great along
any line of simple causation. It is only when the
number of conspiring causes which affect the event
become too great and conflicting for exact estimate,
that we feel our incompetence as to prediction, and yet
shrewd men are continually predicting with various
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degrees of success, the conduct of individuals, the
course of commerce, and the conduct of nations.
Whether complex affairs can be predictively comprehended and their possible result at a remote period
foreseen, is the question. It is obvious that this cannot
be done by the same mental processes by which we
construct a house, transact commercial business or
determine the construction of a ·road, for the comprehension of a remote event in human affairs involves
the appreciation of so many contributory causes, that
we may safely say no human intellect can grasp, even
if it could ascertain them, and therefore no human intellect by any reasoning process can prophesy as to the
remote and complex.
Prophecy in the proper sense of the word is possible
only when there are intuitive faculties at work which
have a far wider range than the external intellect, and
which in a semi-omniscient correlation with the entire
sphere of complexity, feel its aggregate clrilt and results. The working of these divine powers has been
recognized by the enlightened in all ages. In presenting their claims to-day, I should verY, much regret their
credulous acceptance by persons who without carefully
ascertaining the existence of prophetic power, should
trust to the predictions of a class of psychometric and
mediumistic persons who assume to speak of the future
without any real foresight: I refer to the warning example of a gentleman of fine intelligence, integrity,
and moral worth, who has been reduced to abject poverty, suffering and despair by trusting to prophetic intimations of his own future in a visionary enterprise
commended by psychometers and mediums whom he
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supposed reliable in prediction, because they had other
capacities. No prudent individual would rely upon any
prediction without some positive knowledge of the predictive capacity, as tested by experience.
The prophetic power is recognized by St. Paul as a
common endowment in the church, not a miraculous
and exceptional gift. It was rightly recognized by him
as one of the powers that should be developed in the
church; for the relig ious and spiritual faculties are the
ones that nourish and sustain the prophetic power, and
where true religion exists, prophetic powers are as sure
to be developed as the spirit of love and the power of
healing. The general absence of all these in modern
Protestant churches. exhibits a declension which it
would not be unjust to call an apostacy.
The enlightened have ever reckoned propnecy a normal human faculty, but the superstitious have supposed
it a divine manifestation and proof that the prophet was
especially connected with the Deity. This superstition
was but a reverential exaggeration of the truth and
depreciation of humanity. Cicero and the Greek phiL
osophers did not deem prophecy above the normal
power of the soul: Lamprias wisely said, " It is not
probable that the soul gives a new power of prophecy
after separation from the body, and which it did not
before possess. We may rather conclude that it pos·
sessed all these powers during its union with the body,
although in lesser perfection."
I cannot give the reason (said Macbiavel in a historical discourse), but it is an attested fact in all history,
both ancient and modern, that no great misfortune ever
happened to a city or province that was not predicted
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by some soothsayer, or announced by revelations, prodigies or other celestial signs. It is very desirable that
the matter should be discussed by men learned in matters natural and supernatural, an advantage that I do
not possess. Be that as it may, the fact is undeniable."
"Were we to give the names of all the known characters holding a high 1~osition in science, (says Briere de
Boismont) with Correo t judgment and extensive know).
edge, who have had their warnings and presentiments,
we should find ample matter for reflection."
He then narrates a story coming from the secretary
of Talleyrand, of his escape from death by a sudden
intuition. "The prince remarked, "I can never forget
that I was once gifted for a moment with an extraordinary and inexplicable prescience which was the means
of saving my life; wi :bout that sudden and mysterious
inspiration, I should not be here to recount these
details."
Athenagoras, a Gre;ek philosopher of the second century who embraced Christianity, speaks of the soul as
capable of predicting future events and curing diseases.
The application of the soul power of somnambulists
and others to diagnosis and healing, has been the cause
of that jealousy of J:he medical profession which has
obscured and discredited the psychic powers which have
been so long known.
The ancient Sybils predicted like modern somnambulists and mediums, inJ a psychological state. St. Justin
says that after the aft~atus was past, they had no recollection of what they lbad said.
The Druid priests were prophets and physicians,
according to Cicero and Pliny. Cicero speaks espe·
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cially of one of them residing in Gaul, named Divi·
tiacus.
Jamblicus, a leading philosopher of the fourth century,
in his treatise on the mysterious, recognizes prevision
as one of the powers of the Soul, which it exercises
more freely in the ecstatic state or in sleep, when it is
released from ~verything corporeal. Such were the
common doctrines of Plato, Plotinus, Proclus and other
ancient philosophers. As far back as we can trace civilization, prophecy was recognized as a power of the soul.
Maupertuis, a mathematician and early advocate of
Newtonian system at the beginning of the eighteenth
century, endeavored to explain philosophically th~ fac·
ulty of prevision as produced by the more exalted condition of the soul.
Sir Henry Halford has some very judicious remarks on
this subject in reviewing the work of Aretreus on brain
fever, as follows :
" The author Aretreus, states that the first effect of
the subsidence of the violent excitement is, that the
patient's mind becomes clear, that all his sensations are
exquisitely keen ; that he is the first person to discover
that he is about to die, and announce this to the attendants ; that he seems to hold converse with the spirits of
those who have departed before him, as if they stood in
his presence ; and that Ms soul acquires a prophetic
power. The author with all the appearance of being
himself convinced that this power has really been ac·
quired by the patient in the last hour of his life, remarks that the bystanders fancy him to be rambling
and talking nonsense, but that they are afterwards astounded at the coming to pass of the events which had
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been predicted. lndleed he attempts to account for it
by supposing that the soul whilst, "shuffling off this
mortal coil" whilst isengaging itself from the incumbrance of the body, becomes purer, more essential, entirely spiritual, as if it had already commenced its new
existence.".
"That a prophet 1c power did attend man's last
hour generally was a! notion entertained of old, and has
been transmitted do n to us from the earliest records
of mankind. We re·ld in the Pentateuch, that, "when
Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he
drew up his feet into the bed and yielded up the ghost."
Now with these solemn injunctions were mixed up
much prophetic mat er, many predictions of their future
fate and fortunes ; as for instance "the sceptre shall
not depart from J ud1lh, nor a lawgiver from between his
feet, until Shiloh come, and to him shall the gathering
of the people be."
Sir Henry continues, referring to the prophecies of
Isaiah and the Siby ·line leaves - "What wonder then
if the philosophers, both Grecian and Roman, if the
poets, (who may be :onsidered as historians of popular
notions) concurred in transmitting down this accredited
opinion ? Cicero, a most accomplished philosopher as
well as orator, hims If an augur too, ancl therefore probably well acquainted with the contents of the Sibylline
leaves (for they were committed to the custody of the
College of Augurs) i 1 his first work on Divination, gives
a story of the prediction of the death of Alexander the
Great, by an Indian 1about to die on the funeral pile."
The language of Cicero is as foll~ws : "When the
mind is separated by; sleep from the society and conta-
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gion of the body, it then remembers the past, perceives
the present, and foresees the future. For the body of a
sleeper lies like that of one dead, but the mind lives
and is vigorous. How much more so after death, when
it shall have altogether separated from the body? For
this reason, upon the approach of death it becomes much
more capable of divination. And who has not observed
that sick persons, especially hysterical females, of whom
I have seen several, attacked with cataleptic and ecstatic
affections, either during or after the paroxysms, have
predicted future events, aud ltavc spokm in languages
wlticlt they themselves had never learnt, alt/tough their
parents k11ew them."
Is it not remarkable that facts so familiar as these
from the earliest ages should bave been expelled from
the colleges and from the entire republic of letters,
chiefly by the agency of the medical profession, the
works of enlightened authors who have honestly recorded such facts being kept from general circulation.
The learned Dr. Hoffman, physician to the king of
Prussia, was one of those who recognized the exalted
powers of the soul ; and Dr. Sprengel who had no superior in his day, in medical learning says in his Institutes
of Medicine published in i810, speaking of the magnetic
somnambulists "that instinct revives, by means of
which the patient acquires a knowledge of his own
state of health, and of that of any other person who is
placed en rapport with him-and is also enabled to predict tlte duration of tltc crisis and its termination, and to
prescribe appropriate remedies. These remedies are
generally vulgar and domestic, when recommended by
the rustic, or officinal preparations, when prescribed by
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the better educated r an. They are frequently such as
a physician would s ucely think of prescribing-such
as culinary salt, a pepper bath, etc., - but in most
cases they do good, , .nd Dr. Weinholt does not recollect
a single instance in \1 hich they were administered without beneficial effects."
Dr. Sprengel furtHer says: "The somnambulists predict the crisis of th~·ir complaints, a11d determine their
1lteratz'on and end. ] have myself seen a young man, a
relation of my own, ivho had never been treated in this
artificial manner, w o in the very crises themselves,
predi!tcd witlt the 11 tmost certainty, the repetitions of
the accesses, prescri1bed the appropriate remedies, and
foretold tlte period w}~en the disease should te.rminate."
The testimony of Dr. Sprengel is the more valuable
as he was originally iaD opponent of animal magnetism.
Dr. Brandis, physician to the King of Denmark, was
another of the seep ical class who honestly recognized
the phenomena that he witnessed. "The magnetized
person (said he) pre~ icts most exactly the progress of
his disease, and especially the individual incidents :
attacks of convulsioms, syncope, evacuations, etc., with
all their concomit nt circumstances ; and with the
same precision points out the period of bis cure. I
confess that the ex1 ctness with which all such predictions of our clairvoyants, whom I myself have hitherto
had an opportunity ' f observing, were verified, greatly
astonished me."
Dr. Georget, one >f the most gifted modern physiologists and physicians of France, goes so far as to say
"I believe that no perfect medicine can exist but
that of the somnaml:lulists in everything which concerns
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themselves, and that it is possible to derive advantage
from their admirable instinct in the case of other
patients."
The Committee of the Royal Academy of Medicine
at Paris (1826), which reported the truth of clairvoyance as seen in their experime11ts, stated also that they
recognized powers of prevision, as follows: "In two
somnambulists we recognized the faculty of foreseeing
the acts of the organism, more or less remote, more or
less complicated. One of them announced repeatedly,
several months previously, the day, the hour and the
minute of the access and return of epileptic fit~ The
other announced the period of his cure. Their previsions were realized with remarkable exactness." They
also state that they found a somnambulist "who pointed
out the sy]llptoms of the diseases of three persons with
whom he was placed in magnetic connection."
It would be very unnecessary for me to quote authorities to illustrate facts which are so numerous and well
known if it were not for the persistent suppression and
concealment of truth by medical colleges and other
institutions of learning, sending forth their pupils in
profound ignorance of some of the most important
truths in science; and not only ignorant but bitterly
prejudiced.
M. Chardel, in an essay on Physiological Psychology,
observes very justly that he could adduce hundreds of
examples of such phenomena as the foregoing, as they
occur in almost every magnetic treatment, but that it
seemed superfluous to illustrate thus facts so amply
established.
The German philosopher Schelling gives a very inter-
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esting narrative (in the Jarbucher der Medidn) of the
sudden discovery by a clairvoyant of a death in her
family at a distance of more than a hundred and fifty
leagues, stating at the same time that a letter conveying the intelligence was then on its way, which in ~ few
days was verified.
Goethe says in . his autobiography that his grandfather had the power of prophecy, especially in matters
relating to himself, of which he gives some instances,
and also says that persons supposed to be destitute of
the power sometimes acquired it in the presence of his
grandfather, which reminds us of the modern method of
developing mediumship.
Swedenborg's clairvoyance, seeing and describing a
fire in Stockholm when he was in Germany, is a wellknown fact, and attested by Kant.
These are a few of the abundant illustrations of the
higher powers of the soul and their recognition by wise
men which modern materialism conceals and suppresses.
But opinions have little weight in comparison with
facts. Prophecy is to me a fact of almost daily occurrence, and there are many famous prophecies which
show the wondrous extent of this faculty - none perhaps more remarkable than that of M. CAZOTTE, uttered
to a distinguished company in Paris just before the
breaking out of the French Revolution, in which he
predicted the deaths· of many eminent persons, and the
very mode in which they would occur, which the reader
will find in the latter part of this volume - the Appendix.
It is well known that the civil war of secession was
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foreseen and predicted a quarter of a century in advance by the Quaker, Joseph Hoag, who saw it beginning in religious schisms and going on to war.
The Pope's Joss of temporal power was predicted in
1858. Miss Bremer was in Rome that year, residing a
few weeks in the Convent of the Sacred Heart, to witness their mode of life. She says in her "Switzerland and Italy,'' " Last evening the prophetic spirit fell
upon Sister Genevieve, under the influence of which,
drawing herself up to her full height, she, with upraised
arms, foretold the fall of the temporal power of the
Pope, war, bloodshed, and great revolutions, but out of
which the Catholic Church shall come forth renovated,
victorious, poor, but holy and powerful as in the earliest
times."
The prediction is already fulfilled as far as time permits, and I believe that it will probably all be fulfilled,
for, although the Catholic Church as an ecclesiasticism
has been more barbarous and bloody than any tribe of
savages, it has always had a core of deep and fervent
self-sacrificing piety and spirituality, surpassing that of
the followers of Luther and Calvin. In the horror that
I have expressed for the past and present, tyrannical,
avaricious, warlike, bloody, and cruel condition of the
so-called Christian Church, the church of universal
apostacy, I do not for a moment forget that vital religion, inspiration, spirituality, devotion, fidelity, love and
self-sacrifice have come down from· the earliest periods
in the midst of all this corruption and cruelty. Humanity is a marvellous jumble of celestial and infernal
elements, without the wisdom and firmness necessary
to bring order into this chaos of contradictions, rn
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which he who looks for evil can find all that is horrible,
and he who looks for good alone, can find a heavenly
radiance through all these dark ages, a continual succession of noble, heroic deeds, and a perpetual humanizing
influence for society. In these I rejoice, hoping and
believing they will ultimately prevail, but the candid
inquirer must recognize as much truth in the criticisms
of Voltaire and Ingersoll as in the more pleasing Gesta
Christi of Mr. Brace.
To return to these prophecies, their source and
methods. The mechanism or ·m odus operandi of OmniI
•
science can never be compassed by man. p rophecy 1s
too divine to be entirely analyzed, but we can see lines
of causation along which any mind may advance to the
future, and concerning which there is no dispute. The
range of astronomic foresight is incalculable. In human affairs prophecy runs on occult lines. One of these
occult lines I have discovered. It is the law of periodicity, or at least one law; I know not how many other
laws may exist. For thirty-five years I have been tracing and testing that law which governs alike individuals.
nations, and all known phenomena. I have found no
important exception to its truth as it is verified in my
own life, in the progress of my discoveries, which arc
passing from their recent Nadir to their Zenith, in the
lives of all whom I have investigated, and in the history
of nations. This law enabled me, in I 859, to predict
six years of calamity to the United States (in the Lou£svitle Joumat), and· enables me now to predict and
fearlessly announce a period of calamity thirty years
hence, culminating to the worst in 1915. Our first
era of calamity was from 1812 to 1818, signalized by
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war and financial dis ess. The second was at its Nadir
in 1865, '66, - the utter prostration from war. The
third will realize its worst in I9I4 and 1915-a period
I cannot expect to w itness. What form will it assume?
That I do not predicl: ; but, although there will probably
be social disturbance.;, it seems more probable that it will
be elemental convulsion on the Pacific side of the continent, and I would prder not to reside in San Francisco
at that time.
By psychometric intuition and by scientific prophecy
based on universal la~vs and forces, connected with periodicity, which is as apparent in a fever as in planetary
movements, nations,l and individuals will hereafter be
taught (when true b vilization begins) to advance in
their destiny with .he same reliable prescience with
which the farmer now anticipates the seasons and his
crops.
1

PROPHECY lN PUBLIC AFFAIRS.

The prophetic po 'ler is quite necessary in the investigation and compre iension of public affairs. It is the
one indispensable fa~:ulty for philosophic and statesmanlike views. Knowing its high development in Mrs. B.,
I have been accustomed to use her wonderful power to
elucidate current events in public life and their probable
issue.
When, about thr .e years ago, Ireland, if we should
judge from the news'Papers, appeared to be on the verge
of a bloody revoluti n, I directed her attention to the
condition of that c 1uotry in the ~sual way, by a word
or a question in he hand, and was informed that there
would be no milita outbreak - that the excitement
would subside and e quieted within two years, without
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bloodshed. I watched for the fulfilment of her prediction, and at the end of the two years the condition of
the country was so quiet and peaceable, that the magistrates commented on the fact that there were fewer
crimes than usual.
The trouble in Egypt early ·attracted iny attention,
and the condition has been psychometrically inspected
down to the present time.
On the appearance of Arabi Pasha there was a great
difference of opinion as to his character and his future.
Many were hailing him as the-Bolivar of Egypt, and even
so intelligent a gentleman as M: de Lesseps spoke of the
probability of a long, bloody, and doubtful war. "The
English" said de Lesseps at Paris, "will not have to
fight against a leader of insurgents, but against the
sovereign of an entire people, since the whole of Egypt
is with Arabi."
I procured an engraving of Arabi and placed 1t in the
hands of Mrs. B., who, without seeing it, gave the following impression from the picture of
ARABI PASHA.

" I feel that this is a restless, great mind ; it's a man,
a character that never seemed to be satisfied unless be
was accomplishing some great purpose. He seems a
great worker for some special cause. He has some great
cause - something to accomplish.
"To tell the truth, I don't like him ; he's a partisan ;
he seems like some leader; but I get a great deal of death
around him, a great many spirits. He don't seem sick,
but I'd not be surprised if he's a spirit himself before
long. Perhaps he will not live long. He brings me
restless, turbulent scenes. I don't feel happy. It's all
anxiet7 and cot?flict, as if I were going t~ be besieged.
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"I think the ma 1 is exceedingly sh_rewd, but nt the
same time not diplo1matic. He wants to arrive at some
great position, but mostly for self-aggrandizement.
" He is not near, not like one of us; he seems distant.
His organism now is only acting out his true character.
It has been slumbering a long period, now he is acting
out the full measure of his designs ; I call them iniquitous. I don't like the man. I thought at first he
was philanthropic, ~lut he is not. He would lend himself to secret manceuvres and intrigues. He does not
value human life, he is despotic and cruel. Has he got
any negro blood in him ? he seems like Indian or negro;
he is not Anglo Sa ton, he has a mingling of nationalities. He has a taint of negro and Indian character; he
is stealthy.
" He has a follov ing, but those who follow him are
being misled. He has magnetic influence and tacticshe buys them by i:>romises. No intelligent, civilized
people would follow him. He would hold out promises
to his followers.
"He seems a millitary man. His career is not for
a principle so much as policy and self-aggrandizement.
He is in a plot; he .seems the originator of some great
plot ; some of the i ~nportant actors in it are not known.
It was for power- ' io subdue-for some secret purpose
or some imaginary wrong that they feel.
"The great restlessness;tnd turbulence of this man's
nature must come opt. This affair is the outgrowth of
his character. He is warring and destroying. I get all
sorts of destruction~ pnd missiles of every form, destroying life and property11 I see ships. His career will end
in great disgrace if Jhe does not lose his life. Those he
depends on most w1~l turn against him and become his
enemies. I feel th t decidedly. He is not a Napoleon
by any means. He is decidedly cruel and does not regard human life; yet I think he is cowardly as to his
own life - he wants to live.
"He brings such an army of accusers from the spirit-
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world - hordes of them. His career will not last long.
If he were killed, or should <lie, this work, this disturbance would soon cease. There is no one to take his
place. He is despotic. It makes my head ache."
(Q. - What is his personal appearance ?)
"It is hard to get his personal appearance. I think
he has broad shoulders, is not a slight man. His complexion is dark. His eyes have an unnatural expression
- all the fire of his nature is concentrated in the expression of his face. He has great determination - no
expression of repose - the expression of a tiger.*
"He don't seem to have any real love. He would as
soon war with his own father or brother, as anybody else.
The result of his turbulence and mischief will not be
advantageous in any way to his own country or to those
he endeavors to wrong. He is not going to escape he will be either captured or killed - his career is short
lived - the seen and unseen powers warring against him
forbid him to succeed.
·
"I wonder if these scenes are not in the Egyptian
war. I see the shattered walls standing, and great pillars supporting buildings, ly,ing in confusion and destruction."
(You are right. This is Arabi Pasha. What do you
say of his·religious character?)
''He has nothing spiritual. He inherited this turbulent nature, which has long been lying dormant."
The truth of this description is apparent to all who
have watched the progress of events in Egypt. The
true character of Arabi was fully developed by the
former Kheclive Ismail whose opinion was reported in
the London Times as follows ;

* )[.

de Rossi wrote a Paris newspaper an account of an interview with
Arabi, in which he says: "When he spoke of the thousand of Marsala,
he grew excited, and his eyes, which till then had been soft as a woman's,
shot fire like those of a lion. Uc gesticulated wildly, and once nearly
broke the apparatus with the weight of his fist."
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I do not for a moment believe either in the genuineness, extent, or patriotism of the so-called National
feeling. The agitation, such as it is, is the natural. result of the weakness of the Egyptian Government on
the one hand, and the success of the Turkish intrigues
on. the other. Pan-Islamism is as old as my time, and
older, but I would never hear of it. Different counsels
have since prevailed ; and we are now face to face with
the consequences. I always managed by some means
or other to control and direct the religious fervor of my
subjects in Egypt, but when the control came from
Constantinople and not from Cairo, religious fervor
became religious fanaticism, and the existence, influence
and temporary success of an Arabi became a possibility. I remember Arabi well. He became a lieutenant-colonel when very young, and, in the second or
third year of my administration was tped by court.
martial for breach of trust. He should have been
broken, but one of my generals persuaded me to pardon him, and I did so. He was then transferred to
the Commissariat, and only quite recently returned to
active service in the army. Arabi can be painted in a
word- he is wh.at the French call a b!agettr. He can
talk and do nothing else. He is the tool of Mahmoud
Fehmy and Toulba, about both of whom I have nothing
good to say. Arabi is, and always was, an arrant coward. I always said he would run away, and he certainly
decamped very quickly at Tel-el-Kebir. The only brave
men in his party are Ah Fehmy and Abdelal; they are
soldiers, but I would defy Arabi himself to define either
"patriotism" or "National feeling." He certainly has
neither one nor the other, although half Europe seems
inclined to regard him as the would-be savior of his
country. The truth is that the Egyptian people must
lean on something and follow some one. The Egyptian
Government was hopelessly weak, and Arabi and his
friends knew it. He and his partisans achieved three .
visible and striking successes, and the Egyptians saw
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this, and saw, moreover, the representatives of great
Powers practically in treaty with him. Arabi pointed
triumphantly to these facts, and told the E gyptians he
could and would restore Egypt to the Egyptians ; and
it is not surprising in i.he circumstances that the Egyptians clung to him as the stronger vessel. The movement he headed was from the first actively encouraged
at Constantinople, but it is very improbable that either
the Sultan himself or any of his responsible Ministers
were ever in direct communication either with him or
his associates. Direct communication is not a feature
of T urkish intrigue, as the desired effect can be produced without it. Arabi and his accomplices must be
severely punished. An example should certainly be
made of the leaders of the revolt, and half-measures
will only be a premium to future disturbances. T hey
may give to Egypt a succession of Arabis. Arabi himself should be treated as a vulgar mutineer and rebellious soldier; to look on him as an Egyptian Garibaldi
is a capital mistake, and one which augers ill for the
future."
T he British government took this view, believing that
Arabi did not represent any genuine aspirations of the
Egyptians, but merely the purpose of military chiefs
and corrupt functionaries to attain power, and pillage
the tax payers. Acting on that belief they wisely sup·
pressed him.
When El Mahdi came forward apparantly in defence
of the liberty of his country, but denounced as the
false prophet, I felt a lively interest and procured a
psychometric opinion on the 26th of November, 1883,
(using onJy his name) as follows :
EL MAHDT.
(Nov. 26, r883.)
" I think jt is a living person, It produces a singular
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electric current in the fingers. I'll have to wait awhile
and collect myself.
"It comes to me as a person of great intellectual
vigor - quite remarkable - thoroughly original and
practical. I'm trying to think what be does. It does
not seem military affairs, yet he seems a ruler of some
kind, some kind of a potentate.
"I think he is very scientific, interested in scientific
discoveries, has wonderful forethought - is systematic.
I don't see what he is doing now. He selclom does anything of a personal character- always reaching out for
some grand or I might say humanitarian labor.
"He seems near 70, at least not a young man. I
can't locate him except in a foreign country."
(Q.- What kind of a climate has his country ?)
11
It seems warmer than this - more genial."
(Q.- What kind of people are around him ?)
"He has a good many crude people with no ideas or

crude ideas."
(Q.- What is he doing with them?)
"Instructing and developing them. He seems to
travel a great deal."
(Q.- How is he engaged at this time ?)
"He is in a perplexing condition ; in a tight place ;
environed by some difficulties. The conditions are not
friendly-like one who is combating and endeavoring to
extricate from his surrounding conditions.
"He seems fond of scientific illustrations. He is not
a great scientist, but has an intuitive understanding.
He has indomitable will and perseverance, throws a
g reat deal of energy and fire into what he does. I
wonder if he has not colonizing schemes for developing
countries and colonizing inhabitants - harmonizing
crude elements. He has a broad comprehensive mind
- great vigilance, is fearless, would expose himself to
<langer without consideration. He has been in close
proximity to danger from assault and capture. He is in
that condition now-with suspicious people not familiar
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with bis methods. He is not really fond of military
operations, but is not afraid of them.'
(Q. -Has he been in any military operations ?)
"He has but is not in love with it.
" I feel that he is a foreigner - not an American. I
get a foreign element, like Indians and Chinese a crude people. He seems alone, single-handed in his
work. He has great ambition; likes popularity-has a
great deal.
"He is' very penetrativ!:!. He likes to develop the
resources of people and countries. He is a peace maker
- wou1d like to work with government officials."
(Q. - Has he been engaged in war?)
"I seem to get surveying, engineering implements. I
perceive reconstruction, breaking up of old things, and
reconstructing new. His warring nature has been held
in abeyance, but he has been, or is, engaged with
antagonist forces like war, but I don't see fighting. He

is a good tactician, -in politics, a power behind the
throne."

(Q. - Has there been a battle ?)
"There has been a loss of life, by contending warring
forces, yet he does not appear as a military officer, but
as one who would take the weaker side and stimulate
them by his own courage rather than go into active war.
Yet if neccessary he would do it. The cause of contest
would be the claims to territory."
( Q. - Will he have success or failure ?)
"He will not be a failure-not as successful as he
anticipates, but in spite of any reverses he will be an
ultimate success as a liberator of the oppressed."
( Q. - What of his religion ?)
"He has a humane religion, not cramped. He is
not a Catholic. He may be a Mahometan - more like
that than any thing else. He will be a leader and exercise a good deal of authority. He has great ambition
and will have honors conferred. He will make his name
and mark in history. He is capable of achieving exten-
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sive influence and receiving progressive ideas ; possibly
Americanized before he dies - accepting our methods.
He does not love war, and will not perpetuate it, though
he will protect his people and insist on justice to them.
But the war will not continue long. There is great
apprehension of continued losses, but it will not continue. England will be called in, but rather as an arbiter than an ally."
(Q. - Has he any anticipation of great influence
among Mahometans ?)
"He is skilful in curing diseases, and is a seer of greal
power, - equal to Swedenborg. though not in the same
direction. He is grandly prophetic, and people believe
in him. He is a medium, likely to be controlled and
influenced by Mahomet. He is a well-developed man,
but of a very dark complexion and a strong physique,
not injured by active life."
Since the examination I have several times submitted
the character of the Mahdi to the psychometric investigation of my best pupils, and found a unanimous agreement in the essential characteristics of the foregoing
description.
Let us observe how thoroughly it is sustained by all
that we have heard of El Mahdi through the press.
An Egyptian government, the most profligate and
infamous of all among civilized nations, becomes deeply
involved in debt to foreigners by its unprincipled rulers.
This government acknowledges itself subordinate to
Turkey, and also claims the control of a vast and
valuable territory in the Soudan, inhabited by highspiritecl Arabs and harmless blacks, where its intolerable
despotism excites a revolt of which El Mahdi becomes
the leading figure.
In the helpless weakness of Egypt, foreign govern-

ments interfere with no other pretext than to secure the
payment of the Egyptian debt. Great Britain, as the
custodian of Egypt, assumes to intervene for its protection against rebellion. For this they are detested by
the Egyptians, who are ready to revolt against the British
authority and their own cunning Khedive, allied with
foreigners. A military revolt under Arabi, is crushed by
British cannon at Cairo. The revolt in the Soudan to
throw off a foreign yoke is grappled in a most incomprehensible manner by the British government though confessing in Parliament that El Mahdi is battling for liberty,
and that England will not undertake his subjugation, yet
a military force is sent to sustain the Egyptians, under
pretence of evacuating the Soudan and rescuing the
troops of Egypt. Yet why send troops for such a purpose? What difficulty would there be in the withdrawal
of troops if they surrendered all claim and proposed a
peaceful evacuation? The difficulty lay solely in the
effort to maintain the shadowy and worthless claim of
Egypt and Turkey to the sovereignty of the Soudan. To
maintain this fictitious title England, professing to b<!.
but an arbiter engages in an actual war on a small scale
against the people who are struggling only for liberty,
and whose struggle enlists the sympathy of the Irish,
and the sympathy of a large portion of the English
people.
Possibly there was another motive, in the purpose to
retain the friendship of Turkey and the fear that the
success o{ the Mahdi might unite the Mohammedan
population of India. Another latent influence was the
practical control of Egypt obtained in crushing Arabi,
and the desire of a strong party in England for the an
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nexation of Egypt, which would have excited European
jealousy.
The impossibility of conquering and holging the Soudan against its dangerous climate and the warlike
Arabs, under El Mahdi convinced both England and
Egypt that evacuation was the only safe course. January
8th I 884, the Khedive said to a correspondent that he
must abandon the Soudan and that if life was lost in trying to defend Kartoum the responsibility for this loss of
life would rest on him. Nu bar Pasha at the same time
spoke of the evacuation of the Soudan as inevitable.
Jan. 121 Col. Coetlogan commanding at Kartoum under
Egypt, requested orders for a retreat, the Mudir of
Kartoum urged the immediate withdrawal of the
Christian population and Nubar Pasha issued an order
• to that effect. El Mahdi was said to be advancing with
a large force and the surrender of Kartoum was demanded. Geri. Baker urged the abandonment of Kartoum, the population of which sympathized with the
Mahdi and objected to resistance. The British government thus far agreed with the Khedive in reference to
evacuation. The recent destruction of the army of
Gen. Hicks in his attempt at invasion, the destruction of a small Egyptian army near Suakim in
December, and the successful advance of El Mahdi's
army left no other course within the limits of common
sense but a speedy evacuation and friendly negotiation
with the Mahdi, or else the summoning of all the power
of England to defend some well defined territorial
boundary. Neither was done. There was no assertion
of a territorial boundary- no attempt to negotiate with
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the Soudanesc - n ) determination either to recognize
the independence elf the people or to conquer them.
The policy of peaceful withdrawal was partly rejected
and partly adopted, or professed. Military forces were
sent to co-operate w·th Egypt against the Soudanese and
a contradictory con used policy carried out - professing
peace yet practicing war- rejecting the idea of conquest, yet assisting he party that aimed at conquest a policy which nobc~dy understood at home or abroad,
which provoked the severest denunciation in Parliament
and threats of resignation from the Egyptian ministry
in April r884.
A cabinet council convened in March was said to be
unable to come to any conclusion, and it was said that
the foreign secretal'y Earl Granville insisted upon the
recall of Gen. Gord1on, doubting his sanity. The campaign was regarded as a failure up to that time. Mr.
Stanley in the commons urged the witholding of supplies until a full aml explicit statement of the Egyptian
policy should be mak Sir Wilifrecl Lawson denounced
the battle of Teb as a massacre and the English policy
as hypocritical an wicked. Mr. Labouchere had previously (in Februar;() askM the government to renounce
its blood-thirsty polllcy; and in April 94 members of the .
House of Commons lacking only ten of a majority, voted
that the Joss of British and Arab life in the Soudan was
unnecessary. But :he policy was pursued to still more
disastrous results.
The change from the avowed design of peaceful and
prompt withdrawal without the use of British troops
began apparently i January 1884, soon after the peaceful expressions of the Khedive, who said to a corres-
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pondent that he must abandon the Soudan, and that if
life was lost in defending Kartoum the responsibility
would rest on himself. This seemed to be the policyCol. Coetlogan commanding at Kartoum, requested
orders to withdraw from that city, and orders were sent
by Nubar Pasha for the · withdrawal of the Christian
population as requested by the l\Iuclir. Nubar expressed
his conviction of the necessity of giving up the Soudan.
The change of policy was initiated by the Egyptian
war minister, Abd el Kader, considered a man of n1ilitary abi 1:ty, who, refusing to yield Kartoum, said the
Egyptian government had 21 1000 men, sufficient to hold
the Soudan and that it would require seven months and
cost a million of pounds to evacuate.
So far as the telegraphic reports explained the situation, this appeared to be the beginning in conjunction
with the influence of Turkey of the cruel and disastrous
policy to which the British cabinet yielded, costing not
only a great loss of life but the sacrifice of more than
sixty millions of dollars -with more than the usual
amount of military blundering and commissariat villanies. The only excuse publicly given was that England
must not go back on her assurances to Egypt.
As late as January 21st it was said that Kartoum
would be evacuated when the 2000 soldiers expected
from Sennaar arrived. The plan of the Egyptian ministry when they determined to hold on was to establish a
new kingdom of Kordofan and Darfoor with Kartoum
as the capital. It would be foreign to my purpose to
dwell on the twelve months of folly, in which a civilized
nation was occupied in upholding an odious despotism
against the ruler whom the people longed for. I speak
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of these things in justice to El Mahdi whose noble
character and wh e rights have been so sbamefulJy
ignored. This crue folly is nearing its end. The opinion of those familia1 with Egpyt is that England must
discontinue this co .rse, which at present is interrupted
by the climate.
How much bette would it have been to have carried
out the policy of J a· uary 1884 or to have acted on General Gordon's suggc!stion to recognize the independence
of the Soudan. Si ce this was written the Soudan has
been evacuated and a criminal folly ended, in which I
can but believe tha Mr. Gladstone yielded against his
own judgment to a \Var party in England.
We can learn very little of El Mahdi- but the first
reports of atrocitie!i proved to be entirely fal~. The
army of Gen. Hicks was entirely annihilated but many
prisoners have bee retained, and so far as reports have
come, prisoners ba~e been kindly treated. The ~ahdi
is said to have invi te d the Frenchman Olivier Pain to
remain 'with him an see that bis policy was not barbarous.
The course of events for the five months since the
foregoing psychome~ric description has been in accordance with it. On tile 21st of January 1884 four ladies
were present in ouli parlor and to give them an illustration of psychometr: , I placed in the hands of Mrs. B,
the words "El Ma~ di the Prophet" asking her to tell
me the present co ~dition of the party whose name I
had given her.
I recorded her i pressions as follows :
"This is a great ays off- a very sensitive person. I
think he feels in g ~d condition, as if successful. He is
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going on successfuily. He has wonderful brain p0wer,
activity. assurance. Ile seems like one who had the
good of a large class of people at heart, and is guided
and pushed on to do a great work. He has wonderful
powers. He is commanding forces- people."
(What will he accomplish in the next three months?)
"He is going on to victory- I don't know where,
but he is going to achieve a most wonderful victory
over his enemies. He is an extraordinarily strong man.
What an immense force he has against him. People
stand aghast, afraid of him, but they ought not to be.
"This man acts from inspiration - a power behind
him. He has an indomitable spirit, and would die for a
principle. He is gathering new force all the time, cutting off or thwarting the opposing forces, and gaining
power. He will spread himself to a great extent. It is
difficult to say how much power he will have. He is a
great ruler now and has a large following. This following comes from some principle that is of a profound
nature."
(Is it political, religious or mercantile?)
"More religious than anything else. He does not
aim at self-aggrandizement. He is destined to a successful career. His career will be one of achievement.
When he subsides it will be with a feeling of victory,
and having things much his O}vn way. H e will have a
bright future, with now and then clouds arising from
turbulence. He has to deal with sinister people, who
come to him with great claims of no real value.
"It seems like one I have described - that Prophet.
He is a good example of courage, and wharever may
happen, be will make a great inroad on professions of
religion. His religion is an old one, with many truths
not followed as they should be. He is in a better condition than when I saw him last."
(Is he about to capture a city ? )
" He is preparing for an attack, and will be repulsed ;
but if his people hold out as he expects, he will succeed;
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but he looks with distrust ~1pon the forces and their
commanders. I never saw such unbounded faith as he
has in his undertaking."
This production was ve1 ified by the repulse of his
forces until his capture of Kartoum, January 27, 1885,
- a year from this examination.
I again directed her attention to El Mahdi, January
24, 188 5, by placing in her hands the words, "El Mahdi,
what is his condition?" In advancing mentally, she
first recognized a scene of flowers. Then : "My mind is now led to an individual- but I am a
little puzzled. There are elements of brightness, clear
and serene. This person is not surrounded with impossibilities; everything seems possible; yet there's a great
deal of turbulence. There is something familiar about
it-a great deal of something that I have described
before. The scenes that present themselves are fluctuating; they bring hope and anxiety, yet nothing seems
impossible to bis mind. I feel it is a male. I like him,
but there is so much anxiety ! Still there is a fearlessness that will not despair. I don't like the condition
that comes into his life - there is so much antagonism.
"He is excessively independent. I have never ~een
this man, but I seem to be in sympathy with the elements that belong to his life, but not with that around
him -it is too treacherous.
"I feel myself in a very warm climate, far away ; I
get the perfumes, the odors of the foliage; it is a tropical region, far away. I see gorges and deserts. I feel
like him,-as if a centre in a certain radius,-perfectly
collected and valiant. He is a religious man. He commands a great deal of devotion from his subjects. He
is a sort of ruler.
_
" I wish you were here to see what is going on. They
are piling up breastworks for defence. There! I see a
man just hurt badly. lie fell, and a weapon stuck into
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hi -: side-some ki111d of a spear. Many are s1tt111~
clown, some are lying down. I see people that have
been wounded. Th~:re is going to be terrible bloodshed
- a terrible attack in connection with this scene an<l
this person-a feauful fight, and hundreds killed and
wounded- a savag~: fight-before March arrives. It
does not appear th .t anybody will have a victory. A
great many of these people will be killed. The enemy
will have to divide fbrces and go back where they came
from. These people::; will hold their position. The people that attack thell\ arc English."
(What next ? )
"That will not be the end. There may be operations
through some other power. The people who are attacking these people ha~e not their hearts in it. It is more
for prestige. There will be no great victories. They
have gone too far to relinquish, but will resort to subterfuges to give good cause for settling the difficulty.
There is not spirit enough to make a great ~truggle.
The spirit is on thf side of these people ; the others
only aim at a certain point in war tactics.
"I don't like to stay in this country. It seems barren
and listless. They alre a superstitious people.
"The leader has no fear of outwitting or thwarting
his opponents. The war will not continue in the
summer, it would t~e fatal to foreigners. The troops
will probably withd1raw and turn their backs on the
people. I cannot se:e the result of the war because the
struggle seems so imminent.
"vVhere is Gen. Gordon, he is not in full vigor. He
is sick at present, but I don't think he will die. I must
leave this scene and go down the Nile. It is too exciting and dreadful. I 1~ow the scenery is beautiful. I see
the beautiful fish in the waters. Everything seems
quiet and beautiful.
"Now I see Geor; e Washington before me with the
most beautiful heav~ nly smile I ever saw. He reaches
out his arms and says, 'Peace shall reign over this
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entire globe wit!ti1t jive ; ears - a thing that has not
been for many years in the past.'
"Now he shows me a beautiful tableau, beautiful
beyond expression. The colors from every nation
standing behind him, and on his breast is the flag of his
own country."
1

The enquirer may ask, was this but a figurative or
emblematic embodiment of her prevoyant ideas, or was
it an actual communication from the spirit of Washington. It is not necessary to decide ; psychometric
impressions often embody themselves in metaphorical
forms as do the thoughts of poets, and it is difficult to
draw the line between the subjective and the objective,
between the things seen as past, present or future, and
the visions that embody or illustrate a truth.
Three days later I submitted the name El Mahdi to a
group of psychometrical pupils, ladies in my parlor, in
my usual mode of placing a small written slip in the
hand. The substance of their general impressions is
expressed as well as practicable in the following language noted down at the time.
"It is elevating, a serious feeling, a congenial magnetism, brightening the mind and the eyes, quiet and
soothing, but powerfully magnetic, disposed to think,
well balanced, elevated above all things, intellectual,
musical, an attractive person, not stout, symmetrical,
a foreigner who does not speak the English language.
He is not comfortably situated. He is active in war
or something of that kind, - in trouble, often on horseback or on some animal. He has quite a large army
- not English- they wear loose dress-capes. He has
great spirit power, is a powerful medium ; there is a
power from spirits surrounding him. He is fighting
for the right, the other army are invading him. He is
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defending his own country. The war will be disastrous
to him but he feels perfect assurance of final success.
He is obliged to do violent things which he would not
do if not thus attacked. He will hold his own. We
sympathize with him. He is fighting for a principle."
This group of psychometers perceived the character
and position of the.man but not the exact events of the
moment.
In my report of January 24, three days before the
capture of Kartoum, the military condition was correctly
given. She spoke of terrible battles and bloodshed
"before March arrives," great slaughter" of the people"
but no victory for any body, and the retreat of the
English with divided forces, going "back where they
came from," while "these people will hold their posi·
tion." "The war will not continue in summer, ~t
would be fatal to foreigners." The sanguinary battles
of January, February and March which were so bloody
to the Arabs and the practical cessation of active bostili·
ties in March verified the prediction. The ex-Khedive
Ismail Pasha explained to King Humbert, of Italy on
the fifth of April, the utter impossibility of conquering
the Soudan and said that England was temporizing with
a view of abandoning the Soudan " as soon as it
could be done without undignified haste." He thought
that England and El Mahdi would come to an agreeme_nt
next autumn.
In April 185 I procured for the first time a picture of
El fylahdi, purporting to be derived from a photograph,
and thinking that it might perhaps give a more vivid
impression than the name, I placed it in her hands the
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face turned down, on which she gave the following
opinion.
"It seems the picture of a man, a prominent leader,
whether religious or political. It seems a strong man.
There is a great deal of ardor and excitability.
"He has one purpose at heart ; he is entirely suited
to it. He is a foreigner. It takes me off to the East
to the countries around the Mediterranean. He is surrounded with a· good deal of opposition to his work. I
feel a restive warlike element around him.
"There is no pretension about this man. He is sincere and courageous, and I think him religibus. It
would take a great amount of opposing power to make
him submit or change his policy. I feel as if in the
midst of contention and war, very much as I do when I
take the character of El Mahdi. I feel almost that it
is he."
(In what condition is he at present?)
"He is in a hopeful condition as to the ultimate success of his policy. Tell me if it is El Mahdi. I think
it is."
(You are right, it is El Mahdi.)
"I need not say any more."
(What is his present condition?)
"I wish I had not discovered him so soon. I think
at the present time he feels that the prolonged delay is
somewhat disappointing. He thought that the culmination would be reached sooner. But he is gaining
prestige all the time, notwithstanding the circulation of
hostile rumors. His people are getting weary, - they
want to see an end to this - but he is strong to-day,
strong in his cause. He looks to the spirit world for
aid with as strong faith that he will be carried through
by the aid of higher powers as any of the orthodox.
He has undoubted fidelity to his religion."
(What of the sanguinary proclamations attributed to
him?)
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"That was probablly to pacify the ignorant and fanat ical people around him. He may have said something
iike what was report cl."
(How old do you :hink he is?)
"Between forty and fifty. "
This shows a pronnpt perception of his character and
a more accurate judgment of his age than was formed
from the name alone.
On the I 7th of Mity, she announced that he had been
defeated, which corr'esponded to the telegraphic news.
but at the same tinne that he was not discouraged and
had received large rninforcements.
The Mahdi or Mahadi is a Mahometan Messiah, a
reincarnation of the old prophet Mohammed the 12th
I mam and 12th in diescent from Ali, who is the original
prophet, who is bel ieve<l to reincarnate to revive the
glory of Moslem ism , The family name of the present
prophet is Mohamme:d Ahmed. He is a man of medium
size, very thin, of ; light copper color, with a very
black beard. He '.'l'as born at Dongolah; his parents
were poor, but by the aid of his brothers who were carpenters and boat builders he was kept at school near
Kartoum, and had ~ompleted the study of the Koran
at twelve. After c )mpleting his studies, he lived on
the island of Aba on the White river for about fifteen
years, and is said to iavc occupied a subterranean apartment or cave. He~e he began to assume the position
of the Mahdi and g ined so many devotees that when
he was sent for to ' ppear before the governor-general
at Kartoum and exp lain his purposes, he refused to go.
When two hundred oldiers were sent to capture him,
they were slain by his followers. Two months later in
1
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1881, five hundred soldiers sent for the same purpose,
were also destroyed. The rebellion developed ; ~he
garrisons of the Soudan, numbering seven thousand
men were concentrated at Gudir, and were attacked by
an immense army under the Mahdi. It is said that
only one hundred and twenty-four soldiers escaped
massacre. He led a conquering force sweeping down
everything before him, and laid siege to El Obeid with
a force reported at r92,ooo, but no doubt vastly exaggerated. T he place was captured and severely punished, and his career of conquest continued, signalized
by the entire destruction of the army of Hicks Pasha.
Newspapers report the destruction of a hundred thousand lives by his rebellion, but all intelligence from that
quarter has been unreliable. In his present position as
master of Kartoum with an unconquerable people behind him, the prediction of his success is evidently destined to fulfilment; and the superficial sneers of the
London Times at the impostor will not be ~stained by
history.
As El Mahdi is in spiritual affinity with Mahomet, I
would introduce here the impression of him given some
years since by Mrs. B. as follows : MAHOMET-THI<'. FOUNDER OF ISLAJIUSM.

"I feel a great illumination and development coming
like waves of inspiration. It brings a purple color with
it. It takes me back a great ways, is not modern, but
not as ancient as Crishna. It is nearer the period of
Christ.
" There seems to be a period when the world was
looking for development to take it out of gloom, a wait·
ing for something.
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"This was a regemerator. He took hold of people by
storm, almost by forte. It brings great heat and fervor,
an imaginative mind that grasped great truths, great
ideas. There was @rreat imagination and fulfilment, it
might be called prot1hesies fulfilled. There is a bursting volcanic feeling.
"From birth he seemed born for his mission. He
was the founder of a doctrine approximating somewhat
the teaching of Ch:rist, but not as his-nor idolatrous.
He would not teach the worship of idols, but led the
people out" of it. I t seems he took a step in advance
of his predecessors, paid more respect to woman in his
dispensation than in former ages.
"What troublous times he had-often in the deepest
troubles from antagonisms, there was so much jealousy
existing and so much animality. The people he dealt
with had very little spirituality. He talked with spirits
- claimed to do it and did. He lived simply and prepared himself for th!! revealments through him.
"He succeeded int establishing his doctrines and had
his followers - has now. A great deal of force was
used- he had to fight his way. Great powers were
against him and tn~achery, but he never yielded his
faith.
''His doctrines w1!re such as to impose great moral
responsibility on the: person - not like the Old nor the
New Testament. H,~ believed personal sacrifices necessary to obtain hapj~iness.
He believed in another
existence. His heaiven was not work, or praise and
song, but one of gra ldeur and rest.
"He hardly taugfat that we should have the same
pleasures and pursuits as here. He did not feel that
there was much altonement in heaven. The mind
would not take on he same conditions, but be transformed.
"He did not diff~~se knowledge to the masses- but
would rather tea·ch tJ~is doctrine of inevitable fate.
" He was abstem:ious as to drink. If he saw the
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demoralizing effect of wine, he would oppose it. He
had a liberal spirit in that, but would not tolerate debauchery.
"As to women he would teach plurality of wives would not abuse women, but be kind to his favorites.
He was loving and .voluptuous -would prefer to be
served by women, but perhaps not counsel much with
them, though he recognized their inspiration.
"He had inspiration from high sources - had visions
and prophecies, and felt that he had direct communication with the departed or angels. He was an inspired
leader, anQ left a better example than they had been
following- he advanced' them.
"He had some opposition to Christianity, not viewing
Christ as we do.
" He had talents -was an orator and made powerful
addresses in a commanding voice of magnetic force he charmed his audiences. They sought him with
avidity.
"He had · power to heal and did, somewhat after the
manner of Christ, even at a distance. His dress was
plain. He compared with Christ as a leader, and in
magnetic force, but was not so self-sacrificing. He had
more adherents from the opulent than Christ had. He
has dropped many of his ideas, and would harmonize
with your views of philanthropy."
ALEXANDER, D'ISRAELI1 AND GARIBALDI-DEATH PRE·
DICTED.

December 261 1879. Mrs. B. gave a graphic description of Alexander, the Czar of Russia, ending with the
assertion "he will certain!y be killed - assassinated,''
and that" many of the great men of Europe will be lost
in the next two years - D'lsRAELI and GARIBALDI, and
Spain will also send her quota of prominent men to the
spirit world." These successful prophecies were the
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more remarkable as, they were spontaneous, and not at
all associated in an;y way with the fate of Alexander.
The description of Alexander in which these prophecies occurred was all follows. She grasped the character almost instantly and recognized it as living.
"I get a living influence. I feel a person endowed
with good share of common sense and great ability in
directing. He kno•ws bow to direct a body of men.
That is his forte. He is intellectual, and at home in
intellectual society. There is a flush of business about
him.
"He is not altogether popular. He is in a position of
directing by authorHy, and he is under direction by
others. He is engaged in publishing somethingsomething like journalism. He is easily read by those
who are near him. He lives in style, but the external
of the building is nc t so stylish as its interior."
(Why is he unpopular?)
H He is so self-wiJ\Jed and extreme.
It is not a character that I would ~ldmire. He has an intense love of
self - is very opinionated. He is gifted - has learning,
and has looked into deep subjects. Does he not have
women under bis c ~ntrol? I see them. But he is not
popular with womeni, except so far as they desire to get
benefits from him. He is obeyed from fear of his
power."
(Is he interested in the public welfare?)
"Yes, if he could have his own way. He does not
adopt other people's views."
(Has his unpopuliarity ever brought on any trouble?)
"Yes, he has been in danger of personal violence
from his enemies.
He is careless as to wounding
others -not at all sympathetic."
(What does he thlink of democratic institutions?)
"He is rather fa rable to them. That is one of his
extremes. He likes to see industry going on, and is
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industrious himself, but he likes to have his own system
in everything. He is bull-headed in many respects.
He cares more for the country's prosperity than for the
comfort of the people. He likes to take the reins over
everything and supervise it."
(What is the climate of bis country?)
"Generally temperate, but in certain winter months,
very cold."
PSYCHOMETRIC VIEW OF RUSSIA AND ENGLAND.

March 26, 1885, our evening paper gave warlike newswhich prompted me to learn from psychometry the
probable course of events. The foreign news was
headed: "War nearing. English and Russian stocks
falling. Great excitement in England. 25,000 _militia
said to have. been called out. Bombay troops to prepare for service. Finishing steel vessels at Chatham.
Chicago canning beef for the English army. England
preparing, getting ready her big ships, calling in and
inspecting her rifles. The British reserves and militia
to be called into permanent service. Queen Victoria's
message. 15,000 troops for India. Horse artilJery proceed at once. Burmah contributes r,ooo camels." It
was also stated that "14,000 rifles will be forwarded to
India to-morrow," and that "Gen. Roberts' corps will
go to Bolan Pass," and "rumors are thick that Russia
has rejected the English proposals." At the same
time the conviction was expressed . at the Department
of State, Washington, that war was inevitable.
These and other warlike rumors implied a very strong
probability of war, and to test the prophetic power, I
placed in the hands of Mrs. B. the words, pencilled on
a very small slip of paper, "England and Russia; will

.

T82

Proplucy £11

.

there be war ? " saying that it was a question concern.
ing persons, places, and events on which I wished her
opm1on. I knew she had no opinion formed on the
subject, as she seldom looked at the foreign news, and
was not aware of the pending difficulties. Her impressions were given deliberately, as follows : "It's all mixed up. It gets me excited. Is it El
Mahdi's war?"
(No; it is something for you to determine as to the
future.)
"It stirs me up considerably, but I don't think it's a
very serious matter. There seems to be a great deal of
froth and swagger about it.
"I am carried away a great ways into a remote region.
I see Indians, or something that looks like uncivilized
people.
.~
•
"It seems to me there are two forces in a menacing
attitude toward each other. This region seems a new
place I have never explored before. I don't know what
thls disturbance is about - whether invasion of territory or subjugation. I think it is chiefly that. There
is some religious feeling or fancy about it.
"The people where this scene is located are not white,
- they seem copper colored or darker. There are
other parties concerned. It is not a home affair or uprising, but a foreign intervention. They are an unscrupulous people. They would like to exterminate the
natives if they could, and take their country. It is a
rich country with mineral wealth.
"They will not be able to do this, because these people will have friendly power to assist them- European
power."
(In what direction do the invaders come?)
"It is all east from here. The invaders are Europeans ; they come from a northern direction. The natives
will have assistance from a southern direction. This
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intervening element does not wish to meddle for honor,
but to go in for principle. They are a mixed people,
copper colored and dark, with some whites, but so mixed
up I cannot speak clearly of the nationality."
(Will there be a collision?)
" I think there will be hostilities, and the nefarious
designs against a defenceless people will be checked.
There may be some collision, but the intervention will
check the invasion, which is certainly wrong.''
(What do you say of the invading party and their
government?)
"They seem to rule by force and tyranny. I don't
like their principles and methods."
(Is it the fault of the nation or its government ?)
"It is the government. They are unfeeling, and
have no sympathy with any nation unless they can promote their own aggrandizement. It is an arbitrary
government."
(Will there be anything like war?)
" I don't think there is much collision yet, but there
is a very menacing, aggressive, tantalizing attitude.
There will be bloodshed, and a formidable attack, but it
will not last. T he natives, though not well prepared,
will fight with desperation."
(How soon will it be settled ? )
''It will not take many months to est~blish peace."
This opinion was soon verified by Gen. Komaroff's
attack on the Afghans four <lays later, and their courageous resistance. T he signs qf war and the military
preparations were increasing until my next experiment.
April 11, 1885, the imminent probability of a war
betwe~n England and Russia as generally believed and
the vast military preparations in progress induced me to
look again into the question by investigating the character of the Czar upon whom it seemed to depend.
I placed in her hands " the Czar of Rus~ia," saying
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there was a character for her to investigate.
impression was given as follows: -

Her

"It seems like a public character. He has a great
deal of will-power - strong mentality. It is a man. I
don't think I have ever described him. He is an entire
stranger to me.
"He is one I don't take to. He seems an unfeeling
man. I may be wrong but be does not seem scrupulous. He would go ahead without much sympathy for
others, he is sharp, cutting. He bas a very active brain,
a good deal of engineering, has a far-reaching mind.
seeking self-aggrandizement and power. He has a great
deal of skill - I don't know whether military skill or
in general management. I feel that he is commanding
forces - a power.
" He is a repulsive man to me, makes me feel restless
and uncomfortable. His purposes are sinister. He
expects to make a great name. . He cares nothing for
human suffering. His name would be offensive to
phil~nthropic minds ; but the people don't see him just
as I do. I cannot locate him.
"He is full of cupidity. He may be somewhat of a
success, but he will never be what the world will sane·
tion as true greatness. He likes to go into large operations.
''. People can't really tell where to find him, he is a
tactician with flank movements. I feel that he is
instigating trouble - war. He would like to stir up
and instigate war - bring up causes to provoke disturbances. He is happy only iu governing and commanding people - serfs. He is seeking conflict with people
who will give him more than he wants before h•e gets
through it. He seems an invader who would trample
on the rights of others."
(Will the people sustain him ?)
"He holds power and the people will sustain him,
but there will not be a gepcral feeling in his favor."
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• (Will there be a war ?)
"I think there will be a backing out. You can't tell
where to find him when it comes to the issue, He has
made some reputation he does not deserve by his
diplomacy."
(What will be his future ?)
" I think he is in the Russian trouble - in an exalted
position."
(Russian or English?)
"He seems a Russian. Emperor of Russia. He will
not have a brilliant setting to his sun. He will go down
in a cloud. He will not have a long reign. It will be
a tortuous one. I would not be surprised if he was
deposed. It is possible - I don't say positively. I
don't believe he will be reformed, though he may yield
his principles to retain power. He is so unreliable I
cannot tell what he will do. Some of the people do
want to depose him. He is fond of power and of self,
and is so politic he might do a great deal to retain it.
He could find an excuse for making any surrender.
He is a very difficult man to read. He has made great
bluster and show of power, but "
(What as to war ?)
"He will make his demands less imperious, and
endeavor to conciliate or negotiate. His acquisitiveness is large."
(What is his domestic character ?)
"He does not show his tyrannical nature at home,
though a little morose."
(Is there any probability of his being assassinated ?)
"There may be attempts. There are evil eyes on
him with a menacing feeling. I do not think he will be
in a very great war. His people do not go to war
willingly."
April 23, 1885.- Everything in the news to-day at
Boston indicates the strong probability of war. The
Vienna dispatch of April 22 says: -
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" Information which has been received here from St.
Petersburg political circles creates a great sensation.
It is to the effect that the only condition on which
peace can be assured is that England shall acknowledge the complete neutrality of Afghanistan and
the extinction of English influence upon the Ameer's
country. In this case only, it is said, is a peaceful
understanding between England and Russia possible.
This demand on the part of Russia has been communicated as an ultimatum to London. The highest military
circles in Russia are bringing great pressure to bear on
the government to declare war. They say that the
chances of victory for Russia were never so favorable as
at the present time. Russia it is further said, is only
waiting the moment when the Volga shall be free of
ice, as this river is essential for the transportation of her
troops. As soon as the river is open, Russia will cast
aside further attempts at diplomatic negotiations."
The London despatch says : "The press association asserts that it is enabled to
state that further communications have been received
from St. Petersburg to the effect that the Russian
government has refused to hold a further inquiry in
regard to Gen. Komaroff's report of the engagement of
March 30. It is the opinion, therefore, in English and
Russian diplomatic circles that peace cannot be maz"ntaz"ned.
"A later dispatch says: The Russian reply to the
communication sent to M. de Giers through Sir Edward
Thornton yesterday, after the receipt of Sir Peter
Lumsden's supplementary report of the battle of March
30, has just been received. M. de Giers replies that
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Russia declined to enter upon any further discussion of
the Penjdeh incident."
The London News of same date says:"No disposition is shown by Russia to retreat from
the false position she bas assumed. Forbearance has
been pushed to its limits and will bear little further
extension on the part of England."
Russia was also announced to be fortifying Batoum
and gathering a military force there in violation of its
treaty stipulations.
The latest despatch from London on the morning of
the 23d (5 A. M.), says "the Porte is to be neutral, and
peace, after Sir Peter Lurnsden's papers is impossible.
The war preparations at Woolwich yesterday were immense."
Fearing that there might be a failure after all in the
pacific prophecy, I again placed the name of the Czar in
her hand and asked. her as to the mental condition and
designs of the man whose name I gave her. · She
promptly said it was the Czar - that he was roused and
earnest, and endeavoring to inspire a warlike spirit in
the people, but that there would be no war, however
great the preparation, that there would be mediation,
and Germany would be the mediating party.
May 8.-Throughout the month of April the war-cloud
was vast and dark, the military preparations went on.
The declaration that war must soon begin, coming from
diplomatic circles, from the press, from foreign spectators, from correspondents in Russia, and 'Other sources,
and the ardent desire of large parties in Russia and
England to bring on the conflict, the wide spread conviction that war was inevitable and that Mr. Gladstone
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was but timidly postponing the crash, gave me great
uneasiness, and, at each fresh alarm, I again appealed
to her psychometric judgment, only to be assured with
unhesitating positiveness that there would be no war.
Her opinion was psychometric, she knew but little, and
thought less of the newspaper reports and could not be
induced to admit, either consciously or unconsciously,
as in my experiments, that war was possible, whether
speaking of England and Russia or interpreting an impression from an unknown writing.
Now that peace is assured, we may reflect on the
greatness of the crisis and the moral grandeur of Gladstone in warding off unspeakable calamity and crime
from two of the greatest nations, unaided by those who
should have stood by him, and against all outside influence from other nations.
Oh that it were possible to consummate his grand
career by dis-establishing that fratld upon Christianity,
the Church of England.
It was well said by a Wesleyan clergyman in an
English journal : "The country has a special right to
complain of the establishment. We give these gentlemen five million pounds a year, and a position of unique
authority and honor in order that they may teach us all
to be Christians. But if at a crisis like this, they have
either nothing to say to us, or worse still like the Canon
of Litchfield, preach the gospel of Moloch, - it will be
difficult to show cause why they should not be dis-established at once, and dis-endowed without a penny of compensation.
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April 5, 1885. I placed in her hands the words,
"France and China - Peace or War;" with the follow
ing result:
"It suggests disruption and confusion- I see lights
and shadows - kaleidoscopic - a great deal of uncertainty and new developments, with antagonistic forces
at work.
·
"I don't know whether everybody is in earnest or
not. I don't see that anybody is in earnest. I go to
seek the causes. I don't see any real cause. It is like
something started in the minds of a few individuals for
notoriety, power, and self-aggrandizement.
"El Mahdi occurs to my mind, but not in connection
with this. It has something to do with Afghanistan, but
very remotely. It seems like an epidemic of warlike
distemper. Can there be an atmospheric or planetary
influence at work?
" There is going to be a great deal of bloodshed, and
then they will stop. They are preparing to fight,
though they don't seem to have any heart, and it is not
to revenge any grievance, - a sort of warlike epidemic.
They are going through with it soon, probably within a
year."
(Is it possible it may be settled sooner ?)
"It is the desire of some of the parties to negotiate.
What are they fighting about? It is not a religious
war. I don't see the cause."
(Do you see the assailing party ?)
"They are a bloodthirsty set. I sec brilliant colors,
- sails, - national colors. They look like Chinese
people."
(What are the other parties ?)
"They are a better-looking people, of more distinct
features, - more like French than anything else."
(What is to be the result ?)
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"Many are to be killed. The assailants have no
more humane feeling than if they were fighting with
animals. It looks as if there would be some interference-some nation coming in as friends to the Chinese
advising, or assisting and promoting a settlement."
The settlement was effected through the friendly offices of.--, an Englishman, very soon after this opinion,
the whole difficulty having occupied less than a year.
JOSEPH CHAl\IDERLAIN.

( Q.;. - Is this character dead or living?) •' It seems
a living man. He has a very broad and a very peculiar mind. I don't know that I can do him justice.
He seems a literary man. He has many technical
ideas and expressions like a lawyer. He is very critical, but a fair man in his criticisms. He is a man of
noble impulses - a genuine man - he feels what he
espOUSl!S."
.
( Q.;.- What are his aims and purposes?) He is
~trong and persistent in his views, but at the same
time conciliating and yielding to the wisdom of others.
He is interested in educational matters and improvements. He has wonderful ability for regulating great
questions, making good suggestions - is a man of
very broad mind, a very busy mcin - interested in
the questions of the day, - not wrapped up in his
own affairs, but with a universal benevolence. He
is in some sort of public life -it seems an official
life. It does not seem to be in this country. He is
descended from a good family and has a good social
position. He is financially independent, but not very
wealthy. He may mingle with society, but is not a
votary of pleasure. He has good business capacity
but is not selfish enough to accumulate largely."
(Q.;.- What government is he living under?) "It
seems a monarchy, but constitutional-the people have
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a great deal of influence, much as they do here: He
favors a very tolerant policy, a policy for the people.
He s not autocratic."
(0.:.- What measures would he introduce?) "He
would favor peace and arbitration. He would like
to establish freedom in religion. He would not favor
a church establishment, but would denounce it. He
would not favor polygamy. In reference to land,
he would wish every man to have his own home on
land, and to have a government much like ours.
He would differ much with the laws of England.
He has very good ideas on the land question. He
believes in human rights, and works for them. He
greatly disapproves any law hindering the ownership
ofland. He favors the elevation of woman, too, if that
question comes up. He tolerates no despotism for any
class-no form ofslavery. He thinks education should
be free. He would favor compulsory education of children. He is a good talkerand writer - expresses
himself very clearly and forcibly both in writing and
speaking. As a public speaker he is very effective
and carries a great deal of power."
(0.:.- What is his future?) "He will have influence - his views will not be lost to the world. He
has push and perseverance. He will do a great deal
to establish his principles. He will have an influential position. He will have hard work to establish
his principles, but will do it finally. He will not be a
disappointed man."
"A great deal is depending on him. He has taken
great pains to discover the condition and feelings of
the working classes, and feels that they could be
unanimous with him in making changes. He wants
to better their condition."
"He is i.>eyond middie age, and is going to have a
long life and work hard, and hold a high position,
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but he does not carP. about that, except to protect lhe
people ."
· (0..: -How does he regard Mr. Gladstone?) '' He
falls in with his ideas to a great extent. There is an
agreement of character - no antagonism - though
they may have different modes of carrying out their
measures- the results would be the same. I think
he will probably out-live Gladstone and will be as influential hereafter, though I do not think he is working for position. H e is a growing man, adding to
his powers and his influence."
T he psychometer in this instance had not the slightest conception of the career of l\Ir. Chamberlain, nor
even of his name, when I placed his name in her
hands unseen, which instantly gave her an impression of his general character. H er mind being concentrated on that, she had no idea of his location or
nationality, as the attention in psychometric investigations is generally concentrated upon the matter
under scrutiny, but when I asked her as to the government under which he lived, she immediately recognized his environment. In this, as in_otherdescriptions
of remote objects or persons, statements were made
which were beyond my own knowledge. I have
never found my own ignorance upon any subject any
hindrance to her ready recognition of the unknown
conditions.
In the foregoing practical illustrations of the prophetic power of the human intellect, candid readerswill
find sufficient reason to believe that the ancients were
right in recognizing and relying upon the prophetic
faculty of the human mind, and that the religious world
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has not been mistaken in recognizing extraordinary
prophecy as an evidence of inspiration, but an inspiration which could not occur unless there were a pr~phetic
faculty to be inspired, T he recognition of this power
in Mrs. B. was expressed by one of her admire- ; in a
poem published in I 880, as follows: TO COR NELIA -THE PR IESTESS.

Above the mountain tops of snow I
Above the clouds and vales below I
The \\;Id bird flieth wild and free
From Eastern shores to W cstem sea.
And the forest fades in the dim twilight.
As the stars come out in the sky of night;
And field and mountain, river and sea,
Are lost in a realm of mystery.
Then stars seem near in their mystic power,
And deep is the mystery of that hour
When viewless forces from stellar spheres
Are weaving the web of the coming years.
Like that wild bird thy spirit flies
Beyond the star.gemmed midnight skies
To realms of beauty, radiant, rare To realms of J>liss beyond compare,
To deeper realms of mystic lore
Than ever sages pondered o'er.
And high in spheres of prophet souls
T he scroll of Fate for thee unrolls;
Al141 whispers of divinest thought
I n sacred spheres, to thee :\re brought.
Dear Priestess of the s:\cred shrine
W here angels come from spheres divine,
No Delphic temple yet b thine:
Dut flowers sh:\ll yet thy path surround,
And Honor bring its glittering crown;
And grateful hearts shall turn to thee,
f NTF.RPRl.'TER OF. ~(YSTF.R\' I

Fair herald for celestial spheres
Of joy and light in coming years I
PSYCHL
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An accident, at the last moment, gives me the
opportunity of referring to the continuea fulfilment of
the prophetic anticipations concerning El M ahdi, who
no longer finds an English foe before him , a nd is said
to be massing his forces for more extensive conquest.
May I not ask, is the time far off, in which the ship
of state, sailing into the unexplored sea of futurity, full
of hidden dangers, shall have its pilot, its telescope,
and its electric light ? Does not the grandeur of the
responsibility, when nations of fifty or a hundred millions are drifting into collision in the dark, and when
the unknown dangers of immovable caste, upheaving
discontent, communism, nihilism, materialism, corruption, monopoly, selfishness, turbulence, ignorance and
pestilence are ever impending as storm-clouds, demand
adequate precautions. Has the Divine Benevolencr
left man as the helpless victim of unknown and uncontrollable misfortune, and ordained an endless
martyrdom for humanity, or has it not given to m an
dominion over all things, in his over-mastering intelligence, of which he is but beginning in this juvenile
age to be conscious.
I am firmly conv1nced there is ·a Divine intelligence
in the interior of bu manity, which may solve all problems and guide all destinies. With a view to its evolution I have proposed the COLLEGE OF THE SouL,
which one-millionth pa1i of the wealth now annually
worse than wasted, might establish as the guide of
nations in all things, and especially in the realm
belonging to that prophetic wisdom which I have
shown to be implanted in humanity.

•

PART III-THE NEW PHILOSOPHY AND
RELIGION.
CHAPTER X.
rsYCHO.METRY AND ANTDROPOLOGY.

As a matter of scientific progress, the crowning
glory of Psychometry is its participation in the development of Anthropology.
The masterpiece of creation, the human brain, the
organic structure which comes into conjugal union
with the divine element, the structure through which
Divinity is manifested, the organ most mysterious and
difficult of all in its anatomy - the centre alike of
psychological and physiological life, exercising in its
various organs all that belongs to the iife of man and,
therefore, holding in itself all the secrets of human
existence, the source of all philosophy, all thought,
all action, all art, all passion, all movements of individuals and nations, and, therefore, the richest, grandest, sublimest and most complex of all subjects of
human study remained until the end of the last century an inaccessible mystery, and still remains to-day
nothwithstanding the profound exposition of its anatomy, the greatest of all impregnable mysteries in the
schools of biological science.
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And yet the knowledg~ locked up in thir-; myst0rious organ, being that which is nearest to ourselve:;
ancl most important to our well-being is -:vorlh all other
/,:uowlcdgc, and, therefore, worthy of the concentrated labor of all scientific minds, since th«! foll
development of this knowledge would b~ worth more
than all that ha,s been hitherto done for human
enlightenment.
To perform thii; great neglected task-to open the
richest treasury, ·not only of knowledge but of wisdom, has been th!!: aim of my life for fifty years, \vhich
was crowned with success in 1841, by discovering the
impressibility of t 1he brain and the ease with which its
functions may be 1demonstrated.
The rational and practical investigations of Gall, at
the close of the last century, gave the first clt!ar
understandiug of the anatomy of the brain, and the
first just concepticm of its functions - a grand workincomplete and in accurate, but greater and more original than any of the scientific achievements of past
ages.
To test its truth to supply its deficiencies, correct its
errors and expand the phrenological doctrine into a
complete science f the brain, as the organ the son!
and the controllillig region of the body, was tl;e work
to which I gave s ~,·en years of gratifying, fascinating
and successful lao r, crowned by the discovery of the
impressibility of t ~e brain, which enabled me to stimulate its various organs by the hand or by galvanism,
and make them reveal their functions as clearly as the
sensiti\'e and mote r nerves had been demonstrated by
Majendie.
1
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At this point Psychometry came in to reinforce. the
demonstration, and carry my investigation!-> farther in
the most delicate exploration of the cerebral organs.
Had ·1 discovered firnt the psychometric process of
investigation, that would have been sufficient for the
entire task, and Psychometry would have had the
honor of the entire discovery, to which indeed it was
entirely competent, but in which it comes in as the
assistant, to perfect and complete the science of man
- a science the magnitude and value of which are
beyond ~11 computation, and may not be realized by
many for half a century.
This science to which I have alluded, merely to show
the power and value of P sychomeb·y, comprehends
alike the action of the brain as the organ of the soul,
which may be called Cerebral Psychology, and its
action as the commanding region of the body, in
Cerebral Physiology.
The Cerebral P sychology
includes not only normal Psychology, but all that is
abnormal and insane-while the Cerebral Physiology
includes the philosophy of disease as well as of
healthy action, and, therefore, establishes a medical
philosophy. In addition to these systems of science,
Anthropology shows that the entire body and entire
brain operate in close and systematic sympathy so
that whatever function may be operative in one has
a correspondent function· in the other. H ence the
body has in a different sphere, the same combination
of psychic and physiologial powers as the brain, and
the scientific map of these functions constitutes the
Science ·or s.\RCOG::-iO-'IY, which is the accurate basis ot
electric an<l magnetic practice, as well as of the phil-
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Mophy of disease. In addition to these three sciences,
Cerebral Psychology, Cerebral Physiology and Sarcognomy, Anthropology presents the fundamental
mathematical law of action for both brain and body
which governs every gesture, every vital process or
movement, all expression of character, and in short
all relations of the psychic to the physical iu man aud
also throughout the Unz°vcrse.
T he accompany engraving is an illustration of the
positive system of Psychology which I have thus
demonstrated, the outlines of which were. given in
my System of Anthropology published in 1854, which
has been accepted as true by all who have become
acquainted with its
principles' and their illustrations.
The presentation of
the science at New
York in 1842, caused
the appointment of a
committee of investigation whose repo1t
was noticed in an interesting article in the
Democratic Rcvt"cw of
January, 1843, o f
which I reproduce a
portion to give the
reader a further illustration of the science and its recogmtJon by the
enlightened gentlemen who examined its claims at
New York.
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Tn the fin;;t presentation of my discoveries T usecl the
most comprehensive term possible, viz. NEUROLOGYwhich as the science of a11 nervous matter and its
functions includes all Biology or Physiology- all
forms of animal life that have ever existed. But as
the popular presentation of the subject relates chiefly
to man, I have since preferred the term Anthropology .
This explains the title adopted in the Review as
follows:

NEUROLOGY IN NEW YORK.•
QU.iEQUE IPSE

VIDJ,

In surveying the history of discoveries in natural
science, one of the most peculiar facts that strike the
view is the circumstance that for years, aye and even
ages, preceding the development of some important
principle, many of the leading phenomena had been
repeatedly observed; and when the grand conclusion deduced from these phenomena was once
announced to the world, the result excited less
astonishment than the circumstance of its having
been so long unperceived. Men of the most exalted genius would seem often to stumble over these
facts, and even not unfrequently to pick them up
and handle them, and still fail to discover their most
obvious bearing. Hence it has always occurred that
attempts have been made to rob the discoverer of
his honors, however well merited, on the ground that
certain of the essential facts had been previously well
known. Thus has it been with the kindred subject
•From tbe Democratic Review - January, 1843.
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of Phrenology, whose enemies, failing i11 the dforl
to sub,·crt its principles, endeavored to sho\\' that
what was true in it was not new, and what. was new
was not true. And in illustration of the circumstance
just adverted to, that the tendency of naturn1 phenomena is often by no means appreciated even by
the most acute observers, it may be mentioned that
Gall himself once struck accidentally l1pon one of
the most important facts of " Neurology" without
discoYering the general law to which it most obviously pointed. The same remark is applicable to
the experiments without number performed during
the last fifty years in France, Germany, England,
and the United States, upon subjects put into the
somnambulic state by ·means of the Mesmeric process.
The earliest knowledge that we have of these
discoveries in " Neurology" on the part of Dr.
Buchanan, is, that in April, 1841, he was giving
public lectures and experiments on the subject at
Little Rock, Arkansas. We are the more particular in referring to this date, as an attempt has been
made in the city of New York to establish a pri01;ty
of claim, based upon experiments made in the latter
part of the same year. But by this time tlic
announcement of Dr. Buchanan's discoveries had
spread, by means of the journals of the day, over
the whole extent of our wide domain.
''These
experiments," in the words of their author, "occ\.1pied the whole ground of Phrenology; more than
doubled the number of distinct organs; and established propositions in physiology and therapeutics,
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of much more importance than the Phrenological
doctrines which had thus been established." Instead
of hastening to our Atlantic cities, in the reasonable
hope that here a discovery of such magnitude would
be speedily and fully appreciated, Dr. Buchanan
remaii-ied in the far \Vest, quietly prosecuting his
investigations to the end of perfecting his system
of Neurology. So far as regards cerebral excitability, he could not but be aware that others would,
by this process, attract the public mind, and that it
would be caught up even for popular exhibitions;
but justly considering this as entirely subordinate to
the science he aimed to establish by this means, he
directed his efforts solely to the accomplishment of
the scientific end in view.
As these discoveries embrace, in their wid~ range,
not only the mental physiology of the brain, constituting Phrenology, but also the physiology of e\'ery
corporeal organ as dependent upon special portions
of the cerebral mass, it follows that it was necessary
to substitute a new term . \Vere the functions of
the brain exclusively mental, the term, Phrenology,
would be sufficiently comprehensive; but as its control over the corporeal functions is not less decided
and important, the term J'v~eurology, or science of
the nervous substance, has been judiciously selected
as expressh·e of all the phenomena comprised within
its wide limits. These two classes of functions, Dr.
Buchanan distinguished by the terms psychological
and physiological, which are, indeed quite exprcssi\•e in their more popular acceptation ; but, as the
phenomena of the mind , in our present existence,
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can be manifested only through the cerebral structure, we cannot see that this class of functions is less
phy::;iological than the other. T his double function
of the brain, as demonstrated by Dr. Buchanan, we
consider as its mental and corporeal physiology.
T o Dr. Buchanan is due the distinguished honor of
being the first individual to exet'te tlze organs of the
brain by agenet'es applied externally directly over
them,before which the discoveries of Gall, Spurzheim,
or Sir Charles Bell - men who have been justly
regarded as benefactors of their race - dwindle into
comparative insignificance. T his important discovery
has given us a key to man's nature - moral, intellectual, and physical; for, by this means, m
" impressible " subjects, have become discoverable

the various cerebral organs which are not only connected with the phenomena of thought and feeling,
but control the corporeal functions. As man is pervaded by the imponderable and invisible fluids, which
radiate from him unceasingly, such as the electric,
galvanic, magnetic, and (according to Dr. Buchanan)
"nervauric," the laws of these he would seem also
to have demonstrated. H e has likewise clearly established the geheral truths of Phrenology, corrected
many errors of detail, and developed the subject with
such a degree of minuteness, that it now may be
said to resemble the full-grown adult as compared
with the child.
" Neurology," says Dr. Buchanan, " while it
incorporates the entire mass of Physiology with
Phrenology, makes a revolution in the latter science.
Although the greater portions of the organs discov-
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ered by Gall and Spurzheirn, have been, in the main,
correctly described, yet experiment has pro,·cd about
one-third of the number to have been incorrectly
understood. Nor does the catalogue of Gall, Spurzheim, Combe, or Vimont, embrace a sufficient number of functions to explain the diversified phenomena
of human character. * * * The number of independent functions which may thus be demonstrated by
experiment with an adequately susceptible person,
amounts to one hundred and sixty-six; but, for convenience of instruction, I demonstrate usually not
more than one hundred. With a subject of large
brain, well cultivated mind, and high susceptibility,
I have no doubt that even as many as two hundred
might be shown distinctly."
The agent employed most generally by Dr.
Buchanan to excite the various functions of the
nervous system, is the same as that used in the
operations termed Mesmerism or Animal Magnetism, viz. : the aura of the nevous system, which is
radiated and conducted freely from the human hand.
Instead, however, of putting the subject first into the •
Mesmeric somnambulic condition, which renders the
phenomena that follow highly deceptive and inacurnte, D r. Buchanan operates upon his subject in the
waking state, free from the mental delusions which
may be supp9sed to pertain to somnambulism. This
impressible class, which is a very limited one, may
not only have a portion of the brain so energetically
stimulated, by the touch of another, as to manifest
its particular function predominantly; but the individual becomes equally excited when he places his
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fingers on the cra1 inl regions of the cerebral organs
of another person.
These character~stic and leading p~inciples of D r.
Buchanan's system, are here adverted to merely in
a general way, as lthey will be again brought under
notice by us, bot in a sketch of the principles of
Neurology by Dir. Buchanan himself, and in the
diversified experiments of a committee, appointed by
a public audience in the city of New York, for the
purpose of investigating the pretensions of D r.
Buchanan to the: claim of having enlarged the
boundaries of antl11ropological science.
These announcements are, indeed, of a startling
character, extraorcdinary to nll, and to many wholly
beyond credence. Had Dr. Buchanan lived in an
earlier age of the '~orld, when philosophy ha<l not
yet asserted its 1l0ble prerogative of releasing the
mind from the bion<lage of superstition, instead of
being regarded a a bold and original thinker and an
untiring searcher after truth, he would have been
• dreaded. or perh<ps persecuted, ns a necromancer
casting his magic spells over the body and soul of his
v1ct1m. But, noh 1ithstanding tht: wise in all nges,
seeing the deceptions constantly practiced on mankind by the marvellous, have been very justly on their
guard against eas:r credulity, it dot:s not become the
tme philosopher o1f the nineteenth century to close the
organs of his five xternal senses against the intrusion
of any evidence 'j hich might possibly disturb some
favoritt! and long cherished system: It does not
become the philosdphic enquirer to decide precipitately
that any phenom mon is too marvellous for belief.
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1\fany natural phenomena, which were formerly
regarded with superstitious awe, as, for instance, the
Spectre of Brockcn, which consisted of the gigantic
image of a man delineated on the sky - the fact of
troops performing their evolutions on the- surface of a
lake, or on the face of an inaccessible precipice - or
the equally extraordinary phantasm of a ship's being
:::een in the air, in the solitude of the ocean's waste,
notwithstanding no vessel was within reach of the
eye - are all now satisfactorily explained by the
unequal refractive powers of the atmosphere arising
from its variable temperature. "It is impossible,"
says Dr. Brewster, "to study these phenomena without being impressed with the conviction, that nature is
full of the marvellous, and that the progress of
science, and the diffusion of knowledge, are alone
capable of dispelling the fears which her wonders
must necessarily excite, even in ~nlightened minds.''
In like manner, to those unaware that each mental
.
'
faculty has its distinct organ in the brain, the proposition that these emotions or faculties may be excited at
will, as when we call forth the different notes of a
musical instrument, is so startling as to be beyond
credibility; but to the mind of the phrenologist, who
has been wont to contemplate the great truths of his
science, the announcement of such results offers no
violence . This field of scientifi~ research, which
offers a harvest rich in new and valuablt! facts, is open
to every laborer; and we find, accordingly, that it
has been already entered upon by many philosophical
enquirers. We, as well as may others, have witnessed repeated experimental verifications of tht!
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excitement of the separate organs of the brain, thus
ca}ling forth, in an intense degree, their natural language and action. Although the number of those
having brains thus excitable is comparatively small,
yet in every society of a few hundred individuals,
there will be found some subjects impressible in a
greater or less degree. To those in whom scepticism is
a predominant organ, we would seriously recommend
the perusal of the following lines written by Galileo
to Kepler, which are not the worse for having been
often quoted :
"Herc, at Padua, z's the prz'?zeipal professor of
philosophy, wlwm I have r epeatedly aud urgently
requested to look at the moon and planets through my
glasses, whz'ch lze pertz'naci'ottsly re.fitses to do."
We would now proceed to illustrate the general
subject of NEUROLOGY, by bringing before the reader
certain portions of ·a report on experimenlal investigations, published in the Evcnz"·n g Post of the 6th
December, entitled - " Minutes of the proceedings
of a Committee appointed by the public audience
attending the lectures of Dr. Buchanan, to superintend experiments relating to ' Neurology,' and to prepare experiments suitable for public exhibition."
The committee met on the 4th and 5th of November, and spent several hours each day in the performance of a variety of experiments; but, as a general
impression prevailed that the results exhibited were
not, on the whole, of a character so marked and unequiv0cal as to be very satisfactory, Dr. Buchanan
stated that he had relied on the expectation that some
impressible subjects would be brought to the meeting
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by members of the committee, but that there had not
been any of a character other than very imperfect and
doubtful. He suggested that a sub-committee should
be appointed, whb cou.l d witness experiments, in
greater privacy, upon some subjects who might be
found unwilling to appear before so large a number as
the general committee, and who would also be able to
bestow more time on the investigation of the subject
than c_guld be done by the larger number. This ·suggestion being adopted, the following gentlemen were
appointed as that sub-committee: - Rev. Henry W .
Bellows, Messrs. William C. Bryant and John L.
O'Sullivan, and Dr. Samuel Forry. The first named
of these gentlemen was prevented by absence from
the city from being present at the greater part of the
experiments made, and from participating in the
report.
We will present, in the first place, the conclusions
of this sub-committee:
" REPORT OF THE SUB-COl\11\IITTEE.

" The sub-committee, appointed to witness private
expe1;ments by Dr. Buchanan, beg leave to report, to
the committee from which their appointment emanated,
that they have held meetings, of which an account is
given in their minutes subjoined. Their object has
been to give the subject an attention, at the same
time cautious and candid, and to present a simple
statement of their observations, to serve as a basis for
the deductions of others, rather than of any positive
conclusions of their own, as to the correctness of

q.
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thoRe views and opinions to which Dr. Buchanan has
given the name of the science of 'Neurology,' as
discovered and developed byilim.
" For the sake of rendering more intelligible the
bearing of the facts and appearances observed, upon
those principles propounded by Dr. Buchanan, of
which they are presented as illustrations and evidences, the sub-committee present also a brief and
gent!ral statement of the outlines of Dr. Buchanan's
system, as furnished by himself at their reque.s t.
" In justice to Dr. Buchanan, they at the same
time feel bound to declare the highly favorable manner in which, throughout all the intercourse growing
out of this investigation, they have been impressed
by the evident intelligence, sincerity, and earnestness of convictions, and truthfulness of conduct and
deportment, strongly characterizing that gentleman;
and that they are fully satisfied of the honorable
motives prompting his present devotion to these
investigations, in the sole spirit of a student of
science, a pursuer of truth, and a friend of his race.
They will also add that, feeling every reason to
believe in the good faith and veracity of the subjects
of these experiments - independent of those experiments which were, in themselves, of a nature to
preclude dect!ption - they deem it their duty, in view
of the extraordinary facts they have \Vitnessed, to
say that, although they have obtained a very imperfect knowledge of the system of Dr. Buchanan, and
have been prevented by the pressure of their other
avocations from bestowing on the subject as much
time as would have been desirable to themselves;

15

Psychomct1:1· and A11!/!ropology.

they have had sufficient evidence to satisfy them that
Dr. Buchanan's views have a rational experimental
foundation, and that t:1e subject opens a fidd of
investigation second to no other in immediate interest,
and in promise of important future results to science
<
. ind humanity.
" The different members of the sub-committee have
not all been present at all the meetings described in
their minutes. Some of them have, however, in
private, on other occasions than those here referred
to, witnessed other similar experiments, of the most
interesting and satisfactory character, which are not
here described, because not witnessed by them collectively, in that capacity in which alone they have
to make the present report. The absence of Mr.
Bellows from the city, at the time of submitting this
report, renders it necessary to forego the advantage
of his participation in it. The minutes were prepared by Dr. Forry, from notes taken at the time
of the various experiments. The papers appended
to this report are a brief and general statement, by
Dr. Buchanan, of the outlines of his system or
science of 'Neurology,' and the minutes of the proceedings of the sub-committee.
'' All of which is respectfully submitted.
"W'ltr. c. BRYANT,
"J. L. O'SuLLIVAN,
"SAMUEL FORRY,

M. D."

Every reader must determine for himself the degree
of confidence to which the statements of this committee are entitled. The name of one of its members
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is already classical! in the English language: Dr.
Forry's recent exc1ellent work on the Climate and
Endemic Influence~, of the United States has given
him, though a youn,g man, an honorable place among
the scientific observers and writers of the day ; while,
hovvever otherwise obscure, the remaining name is
not unknown to the readers of the Review, through
which he has the lllonor, monthly, of coming into a
relation with them, grateful on the one side, and not
unfriendly, it is ho~1ed, on the other.
The following outlines of the principles of Neurology, by Dr. Buchanan himself, will, in connection
with the remarks <i.lready made, afford the reader at
least some ge~al idea of the subject:
'' Gentlemen - ~~s you desire from me a sketch of
the principles of 1\fourology, I submit the following
brief statement, hoping that its brevity will not render
it obscure:
" The word Neurology, as it relates to man, is but
another name for the gl·eat science of Anthropology,
because the sciencie of the nervous substance necessarily includes all the manifestations of mind and life
connected with m' dependent upon that substance ,
which we know is the seat of life and the organ of
the mind.
"Physiology, athology, Insanity, and what has
been called Animl 1 Magnetism, Mental Philosophy
or P hrenology, C1 anioscopy, Physiognomy, Education, etc., are par ial views of the phenomena and
'systematic laws of. the human constitution, which
constitute the science of Neurology.
" The characteristic fea tu re of that system of Neu-
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rology which I have brought before the public ts.
that it has been established by means of cautious and
decisive experiments, and may easily be verified by
any individual who has the necessary patience to pursue the investigation of the subject.
•· The experiments consist in exciting the va1;ous
functions of the nervou~ substance in the cranium or
the body by the application of the proper stimulating
agents. E\ery article of the materia medica possesses in some form, or to some extent, the power of
exciting and modifying the functions; Galvanism,
Electricity, Magnetism, and Caloric, possess efficient
exciting powers; but no agent that I have used possesses so efficient, and at the same time, so congenial
an influence, as the aura of the nervous system.
"This Ncrvaura, which is the agent by which one
individual makes a physiological impression upon
another, when in contact, is radiated and conducted
freely from the human hand. The experiments which
I have made in your presence, consist in applying
this Nervaura to the various portions of the brain,
upon which it may make an impression through the
cranium and the face, which present no obstacles to
its transmission.
'' T o develop important results from such' experiments, it is necessary that we should make them upor!
persons whose cerebral action is easily excited, or
deranged by slight influences. It is ne~essary that
the portion of the brain which we excite should be
so energetically stimulated as to become predominant
O\'e1· all the other portions, and to manifest its functions in a pure and distinct form, unmingled with
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any different or counteracting function!'. It i<; all'o
extn·mely desirable that the experiments should he
made upon persons whose mental cultivation, sagacity , and integrity, render their descriptions of their
own sensations cautious, exact, and ·worthy of implicit
confidence.
"As my experiments have been repeated by many
Phrenologists and others, and have generally been
attempted by them during the state of somnambulism
superinduced by mesmeric operations, I would remark
that such experiments are often highly deceptive and
inaccurate. Experiments should be made in the natural condition of the subject, and free from the imaginative excitement which belongs to somnambulism.
As far as I have heard of the result of the somnambulic experiments, I know of but few cases in which
the operator has not been misled by his imaginative
subject.
.
'' An extensive course of experiments upon persons
of intelligence, in their natural state of mind, ha~
established and placed beyond a doubt, the fact that
the brain, as a psychological organ, manifests an
immense number of mental functions, and that there
are no phrenological divisions in the brain, other than
the anfractuosities of the convolutions, and that ther':.
are no simple primitive cerebral organs manifesting a
pure special single function, unless we carry our subdivisions S<? far as to make a primitive organ of each
constituent fibre of a convolution.
" The number of cerebral organs which we may
recognize is, therefore, a matter of arbitrary arrangement, as we may divide the brain, for convenience,
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into three, four, or five regions, or with equal precision and functional accuracy, into three, four, or five
hundred. From fifty to a hundred subdivisions would
he as many as we can learn to locate correctly, and
is a sufficient number for practical purposes.
"It is established with equal certainty, that the
brain is as much a physiological organ as a psychological organ, and that it maintains its sympathies with
the body, and exercises its controlling power ov.er it
by means of certain conductor organs at the base of
the encephalon, by which it radiafcs volitionary, circulatory and.secretory influences to the muscular sys,
tem and other tissues of the body. Each portion of
the brain has an intimate relation or sympathy with its
particular region of the body, and exercises a modifying influence upon the general circulation and innervation of the system. It is through the conductor
organs that the special relations of the brain and the
body are established, and all the physiological effects
which may be produced by operating upon the brain,
may be as easily, and, indeed, more promptly evolved
by operating upon the corresponding conductors.
which transmit their influence directly.
"Thus do we explain the relations of the brain to
the body, and by carrying out the mathematical laws
of cerebral physiology, we show the influence or each
hemisphere of the brain upon the opposite hemisphere, and through that upon the correlative half of
the body.
"To explain the relations of the mind to the brain,
and tl1c peculiar mode or laws of their connection,
would not be a more difficult task than to explain the
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relation between the brain and the body -- either of
which would seem to the novice a chimerical undertaking.
''This higher psychological philosophy, however,
constitutes no part of the psychologico-physiological
system to which I have called the attention of the
public, and which aims at extensive educational and
medical utility. Of this system, I have given you a
fow imperfect illustrations, and regret that I have not
had the opportunity of illustrnting, in your presence,
the beneficial influence which may be exerted upon
the sick.
''The experiments with medicines applied to the
fingers, were designed to illustrate some important
principles in reference to human impressibility, and the
mode in which medicines produce their effects.
·,' The experiment of bringing an impressible person into contact with the head of another, illustrates
the laws of the transmission of the nervaura, and presents us a method of accomplishing a perfect diagno-.
sis of disease, as well as of exploring the physiology
of the brain, and ascertaining the characters of different individuals. This method, which I have been for
some time engaged in applying to practice, must ultimately take the precedence of all other methods of
diagnosis and examination, either for character, for
disease, or for the establishment of scientific principles.
" In conclusion, permit me to remark, that the principles of Neurology have been established by innumerable coincident harmonious facts, similar to those
which you have witnessed, and that unless the testimony of our senses is utterly false, or unless a large
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number of intelligent observers have been suddt::nly
seized by an epidemic and methodic insanity, a new
class of facts has b<.!en dcvoloped, and a new science
exists, which imperiously demands the attention of all
lovers of truth or friends of man, and which, if even
half of its bright promise is realized, must originate a
great and happy era in the history of human progress.
'' With high respect, enhanced by the cordiality,
courtesy and promptness with which you have
engaged in your recent duties, I remain,
" Your humble servant,
"Jos. R. BucHANAN.
" Messrs. Bryant, Forry and O'Sullivan."

In view of the preceding observations, it may be
asked - Whither is this new science to lead us ?
Are the old landmarks of knowledge to be set aside;
and are we to pull down every system which has
been built up upon consciousness, or upon the tedious
gatherings of observation? Is this new system to
subvert all its predecessors, and then be overwhelmed
in turn by another theory- a still shorter royal road
to wisdom?
·We answer, No. Systems pass away, but truths
survive; and every new trnth added to our stock of
knowledge, notwithstanding it may destroy som..::
error, cannot crush or obscure a previously known
truth. The new demonstrative school of metaphysics will, we are confident, develop and confirm
man~· of the principles which, heretofore, as no experimental mode of testing them was known, have been
sustained by reason alone. We observe that memory
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has been restored to its rightful place in the catalogue
of our faculties by the new system. Consciousness
and abstrnction are also recognized as special faculties, dependent upon special organs. \Ve expect to
see many of the doctrines of L ocke, Reid, Stewart
and Brown established experimentally on the new
physiological basis.
We expect to see a subtile and intricately arranged
philosophy spring up from these investigations, as
different from the crude system of Gall, as is the
bright face of Nature, with all her diversities of
mountain, plain, forest, field, river, and sea, from
the rudely sketched outline of a school-boy's map.
But to what else will it lead? If impressibility is
most frequently found among those of refined organization, why may it not be evinced by some man of
genius? If so, may not the intellectual organs be
stimulated to a higher degree of activity, than results
from ordinary influences? l\lay not a cerebral power
he generated, bordering upon the supernatural energy
of insanity? And may not this intense intellectual
excitement be directed to useful purposes, m the
investigation or illustration of truth? 1\lay not the
student rouse his memory, when it fails to recall
the knowledge that it om:t! possessed? May not the
naturalist and the arfot havt! the external senses
rendered more acute? l\1ay not the faculties of sight,
touch, taste, and smell, be sharpened, for minute
investigation of physical science?
l\f ay we not, by various excitements, prodtu.:e all
t:1\! clisc:ases and all the conditions to which the
!rnman mind and body are subject? May we not
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the condition of the mind and of the brain
in insanity. sleep, dreaming, trance, and the act of
dying? May we not detennine the seat of life. and
discover in what portion of the brain th e mental
action is last perceived - from what spot the soul
takes its final departure? May we not besi~ge and
torture Nature with ingenious and searching experiments, until we compel her to confess her secrets?
We put these questions because they seem naturally to arise from the establishment of the fact, that
we can compel the various fibres of the brain to
manifest their functions; and thus we may interrogate Nature as jt were, by the most rigid examinations. W c believe that all that we have hinted at,
and much more, is comprehended in the system of
Dr. Buchanan; and that these various points have
been made the subject of experiment, we know. His
,·iews have not yet been embodied in a volume, to
which we might refer for their nature and scope; but
we know that he aspires to go as far as human -intellect can pierce the almost impenetrable mysteries of
life and mind. Should he ever present to the public
that " higher psychological system of philosophy,"
of which he speaks as distinct from Neurology, we
anticipate something of a still more strange and
startling character.
If all the elements of humanity can be summoned
up at the beck of the skillful experimentalist, we
cannot but believe that many a rare and strange feature of our common nature will be brought to light.
The elements of genius, of poetry, of love, and of
the mysterious sympathies of mind with mind, will
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be hrought forth, and subjected, like the gay ornament of the skies - the rainbow - to philosophical
analysis. As tht: natural philosopher explains its bt:autiful effect by the laws of that luminous medium, which,
by passing through the drops of water, presents to
the eye a brilliant spectrum; so will he, perhaps,
explain how that higher medium - the Divine Aura
of life and thought - passing through the white and
gray matter of the cerebral convolutions, originates
the affections and all the poetry of life. Would it be
strange if he· should discover through what mediu m
the soul acts upon its corporeal tenement, or that
there are media heretofore unknown, and of a nature
different from the galvanic and magnetic? Would it
be incredible that faculties should be discovered in
man, which have been somi>times supposed to exist
in the gifted few, but which are entirely unknown
and unfelt by the multitude?
In the great ideal of Humanity, in which we
embody its digniy and its powers - worthy to be the
servant and the agent of Divinity - we perceive that
which we realize in no individual. There are none
to be found who even approximate the great and perfect type of humanity. How far the noble nature of
man has been debased cannot be told, nor how many
of the world-knowing and world-conquering faculties,
bestowed by his Creator, have been enfeebled or
destroyed. There are continual aspirations to something greater and better, which are not gratified, and
which we cannot carry into execution; but which
seem like vestiges to remind us of what we should
be, and what may once have been the nature of man.
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In the system of BucnANAN, these vestiges arc recognized; a range of faculties has been discovered,
which are now dormant, and which have been, perhaps, dormant for ages, in the greater portion of .the
human race. These fac111ties, giving a stimulus to
the mind, and expanding greatly its range of knowledge, may, hereafter, be developed as features of our
common nature, and be made the mee;ins of obtaining
a loftier species of knowledge than has ever yet been
obt~ined by human kind."
The present volume of Psychometry is an illustration of the concluding remarks of the Revi'ew as to
the possibility of developing dormant intellectual powers and attaining "a loftier species of knowledge than
has ever yet been obta£ned by human kind."
That loftier knowledge is attained in the psychic
exploration of the spirit-world, in which are dwelling
now the millions of millions who have occupied this
earth since it has been habitable for man, and who, in
the world of emancipation from matter and of far
reaching intelligence have attained a profundity of
wisdom and holiness of nature which would be not
only inaccessible but unintelligible to the juvenile and
immature beings who occupy this nursery-ground of
Immortality.
The short-sighted beings who inhabit this earth,
and whose proudest representatives in governments,
colleges and churches live in the unconscious spiritual
blindness which turns away from truth and mistakes
darkness for light, are but embryonic men in intelligence, compared to what they will become when
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mah1red and developed in the Divine light of the norma 1 life, they vindicate by their nobility the assertion
that man was made in the image of God- an assertion which might seem blasphemous to those who
know nothing of man matured, developed and educated in the supernal sphere of wisdom.
It does not seem to have occurred to the philosophers of the pr~sent century, that the realm of light
and life is not in matter but far away from its contracting sph'ere, and that all attempts to penetrate the mysteries of life by delving deeper in the chemistry of
material atoms, but plunge the mind in the darkness
of the non-living basis of organization where every
path of inquiry ends in a "foramcn crecum."
The imbecility generated by the habit of confining
thought to the material a nd external has rendered it
possible for Clu;stian nations to believe the world of
disembodied spirit to be in its highest sphere a realm
of monotonous and harmless imbecility, occupied like
an immense Kindergarden in twanging harps and
singing songs, with hysterical emphasis, while its
boundless depth and breadth is occupied by the
resounding cries of human agony.
Psychometry dismisses to oblivion these idiotic puerilitit"s, and assures us by direct perception of the
departed, that the law of progress has no illustration
un earth comparable in any degree to the grand illustration which we realize when man in becoming a
disembodied spirit begins to manifest the divinity of
his nature.
It tears away the \'eil which has hidden from our
\'ision the home of light, of life and joy, and showing
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how enrth and henyen mny commune, assures us
thereby of the adven of a higher civilization in which
there shall be not o 1ly wisdom, but the nobler element without which i ll is dross - the Divine element
of Love which exi s in perfection in its supernal
home which Psychoj etry t<.:achcs us is accessibl~ to
man and is the sottrCP of his inspiration.
The enlightened liea~er will perceive that in these
remarks it is implied :hat the ·world's r<.:ligions are all to
be recast, reformed, elevated, purified, enlightened and
made worthy of our 11 ighcst conceptions of the Divine.
Ir we have free aacess to the hig_her world and free
access to all the wc~rld's past history, the records,
monuments and traCiptions upon which religions are
based are no longer needed. .Our sacred books may
still be held in esteem and love, although like the
lamps and lanterns that guide us in the night, they
cease to be necessiary when daylight reveals all.
Psychometry is, the efore, the herald of the Religion
of the Future - 1101 the religion of the intellect
toward which many are drifting which is not religion
at all - but the tru religion of Divine Love and
Divine \Visdom wh' ch shall terminate the war of
arms, the war of cofli petitive commerce and industry,
and the war of the c1 iminal classes, and shall embrace
to ~plift all the unfo r mate and degraded classes of
society.
Regarding this as the grandest and most beneficent
work of Psychometr::, the uplifting of humanity into
the sphere of religious life, and religious wisdom, I
regard it as secondary matter that it extends our
knowledge through the vast realms of geology, pale-
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ontology and astronomy heretofore inaccessible to all
the methods and apparatus of science. Of this I have
given but a hint in this volume, and in reference to
this vast theme I would refer the reader to Prof.
Denton's three splendid and fascinating volumes
entitled "The Soul of Things," a rich repository of
the· most marvelous knowledge to be found in any scientific publication. The death of this gifted author
was a calamity to science.
My own studies have been concentrated upon that
which relates most nearly to man and his welfare.
Greatest among these themes is that which concerns
his religious and moral elevation.
The science of Cerebral Psychology illustrated by
the engraving on page 4, is not a mere matter of
intellectual speculation to suit the demands of those
who have been called metaphysicians and psychologists, but a profoundly practical view of human nature
which illustrates our duties, our social relations and
all the laws of culture and development- the practical application of which has been shown in my work
entitled " Moral Education " which shows how to lift
society above the level of pauperism, intemperance,
ignorance and crime.
This new Psychology embracing the animal kingdom as well as man will require an extensive work
for its illustration and it is not probable that I shall be
able to do it full justice within the limits assigned me
by the tables of mortality.
THE SCIENCE OF SARCOGNOMY.

The great scientific and utilitarian work in which
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Psychometry has been my assistant, and for which I
have received the grateful and enthusiastic expression
of the most enlightened physicians has been the solution of that greatest of mysteries the relation of soul,
brain and body - a mystery so vast and so enshrouded
in darkness that the boldest intelligence of all past
ages has shrunk from its exploration, and only GALL
and SwEDENBORG in modern times have invaded this
realm of mystery in partial explorations.
The law of correspondence and association between
the brain and body is like that between the soul and
brain. Every function of the eternal or spiritual man,
whether intellectual, emotional or physiological has
its special apparatus in the nervous structure of the
brain, and cannot be manifested in any other way.
In like manner every function and organ of the brain
has a corporal correspondence or region of the body with
which it is in close sympathy. The science oi this
correspondence and connexion is called SARCOGNOMY ;
and as it determines for every portion of the surface
of the body the exact physiological and psychic influence which belongs to it, it enables us to understand
why every disease has certain mental symptoms and
why each emotion has a special influence on the body
favorable or unfavorable to certain diseases.
By showing the seat of each vital energy and the
nature of the influx hy which life is sustained it gives
us an intelligent mastery of the vital forces never
before possible.
The human body is analytically revealed before us
with all its capacities and powers scientifically located,
and the physician who would operate upon it is in the
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pos1t1on of a musician standing hy the piano ancl
knowing in what keys to find all its tones. lf he
would apply heat or cold, stimulants, counter-irritants,
• positive and negative poles of batteries or the powC'r
of the human hand, he knows where to apply for the
desired effect.
Such knowledge as this must, therefore, be the
basis of a large amount of medical practice and my
recent work Therapeutic Sarcognomy-not a full
exposition of the science but an exposition of its
application to the healing art, was received with great
cordiality by enlightened physicians and the whole
edition sold out in four months. I present herewith a
miniaturt' copy of the cha11 of Sarcognomy which is
now in use by many physicians as a guide in practice.
An important philosophic doctrine which Sarcognomy has illustrated is the. proposition which overturns the doctrines of the medical profession taught in
all colleges and text books that life is but the aggregation of properties in the tissues as though man were
but a chemical compound and aggregation of organized substance. Therapeutic Sarcognomy demonstrates that life is not in the tissues but is entirely and
absolutely an influx coming through the nervous system aided by the 1ungs form a source of life which is
not material and thus leading us from matter which
has been vainly supposed to possess the potency of all
things in itself to the true source of all power which
is invisi~le and spiritual.
Sarcognomy has many interesting applications
beside those of the healing art. It interprets the
the human form to the sculptor and painter, and lies
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at the foundation of the laws of expression . It gives
to the hygienist and the educator the laws of development and principles of culture for tht> human body
to attain the highest physical perfection in harmony
with the development of the virtues.
In short the sl'ience of Anthropology by its e::\.l>Ositions of Cerebral Psychology, Physiology and Sarcognomy becomes the monitor and guide for individuals and nations in the culture of all that is desirable·
and ennobling. The following sketcl\ from the upper
portion of the chart of Sarcogno'my will give the
reader some idea of its character.
The fundamental principle of Sarcognomy is that
every faculty of the soul is
associated with a special
portion of the brain, and
that every organ of the
brain is in intimate sympathy with a corresponding portion of the body,
through which sympathies .
the body and soul are
hrought into close connexion. The brain is the common centre, its action
<lownward, in the body bting physiological, and its
action upward or distinct from the body being psychic.
The knowledge of these localities enables the phyliician to understand the philosophy of disease, and to
operate upon the mind through the body or upon the
body through the mind, thus giving an exact science
to guide electric and magnetic practice.
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btnrs, becnuse they ha ·c been seen-Death like a p:iss:igc over a. bay
with a vbible shore T Psychometric communication with the dead
nnd medical advice-]] ost mortem wisdom -N'eurness o·f the dcparll'd
-Different lmpre.ssio from the living: aml dcad-Impre.sslons from
the letter of Gen. Jac~$ou-Life in the spirit world-Dii1co\·ery of
lite and dMth - Disc ituiuation bctwet•n the living and the dcnclExperimental test wi' h eleYeu nnwes-Psychomctric description ot
leader~ in religion - S vedcnborg-Budlllm- Kcshub ChunJcr Seu Laoulze -Confucius
olm Calvin-)fic1111elScrYctus-:Mnrtiu Lu tiler
Albigenses-Waldens 18-Ilenrl Arnaud, the Chrislia11 Hero.

" Existence her~ on earth is hardly to be called
embryo state - a preparation for
life. 'Tis rather
living ; a man is not completely born until he is
dead. Why, the~ , should we grieve that a new
child is born amon]g the immortals." (Dr. Benjamin
Franklin to Miss E1• Hubbard, February 12, 1756.)

al

"
thou rich world unseen!
1
That curtai~~etl realm of spirits! Thus my cry
Jlalh troubllotl nir 1111<! silence; dost thou lie
Sprcml nil a oun<I, r1·t by some filmy sc1·ccn
Shut !row · ever~
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" Cold, weak ancl cold
ls earth's vain language, piercing uot oue told
Ot our clecp being! Oh, for gilts more bl:;ld
Fo1 a seer's glance to rend mortality I " - [1\1rs. Hemans.

Psychometry brings the " seer's glance" for which
so many millions have longed in vain, not because
God hath withholden this blessing, but because
human ignorance has neglected it, human bigotry
has crushed it out of sight, human arrogance and
vanity have despised it, and human animality has
sunk below the level of refined intelligence, until vast
multitudes live and die in darkness, uncheered and
unsustained by the knowledge of the Infinite Benevolence, and their own vast estate in realms of wealth,
to which earth has no parallel. Amaurotic in soulvision, they are honestly deluded by the " feeble
sense " which cannot see beyond life's dim horizon
of materiality, and think like the old Spanish poet:
Our lives like basting streams must be,
That into one engulphlug sea
Are doomed to fall'l'be sea ot death whose waves roll on
O'er king and kingdom, crown and throne,
Aud swallow all •
.A.like the river's lordly tide,
.A.like the bum!Jle rivulets glide,
To that sad wave.
Death levels poverty and pride,
And rich and poor sleep side by side
Within the grave.

I, too, have known something of this ignorance
and delusion before I had maturely investigated the

3-~
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problem of life, and in the optimism of youth "a~
almost willing to surrender to an eternal sleep, ln:l
ah, how gloomy is the thought to those in whom hopl'
is dead, and who ::;ee in this life only the " martyrdom of man" the great army
the defeated ancl
unsuccessful for whom there is neither pleasure.
nor bodily comfort, nor love, nor friendship, nor
hope. For them I speak, to them I appeal, with the
l'cientific assurance that death does not end all.
Could trumpet-tongued eloquence penetrate tlw
cold halls of collegiate pedantry and the dim cloi:-;ters of the church, to teach the human mind it..;
innate power and dignity, and sever with lightning
flash the bonds that bind men to the past, what a marvelous and sudden transformation society would show.
But it cannot be. Daylight dawns too slowly for
impatient watchers. The mass of mankind like hall:.
grown youth have depended on instruction from their
seniors or leaders, and adhered to traditions ·which
not only had the disadvantage of coming from an
earlier and consequently more ignorant period, ·but
were essentially changed by priestcraft and statecraft.
The ambitious speculation of the ancients, far outrunning their knowledge, ft11ed the world with visionary
systems of mythology, theology and metempsychosis
·which were sufficiently delusive when not corrupted
by church and state influence.
The greatest energy exerted by in.quiring minds was
shown in the study of ancient writings and monuments - or in agnostic contention against the popular
faith at the ri:,;k of liberty and life. The n·li~;1011-.;
impulse in enlightened minds as well :.s tl~I.! atii--

or
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mal impulse of the coarser class has e\'er rebelled
against the corrupt ·elii:,rion of churches, yet in nbancloning traditional rieligion it could but wander in
darkness and nncert~ inty. Only for those gifted with
intuition could there be any clear conviction of the
future life, after renlouncing the faith of their forefathers. The incre ~ible tales of the supernatural
circulated by the su~erstitious populace and the priesthood made all records of the supernal or spiritual
H:em incredible, and when all facts of that class were
rejected as imposturie, the honest inquirer was compelled fo settle down into an uncompromising materialism, which explaine] all the remaining phenomena,
after the rejection of spiritual facts as unsustained by
the character of the t stimony.
Psychometry plao s the intelligent inquirer in a
different position.
t:ruided by this science, he no
longer needs the ai of old traditions and monuments, since Psychonnetry enables us to go to the origins of religions an determines the characters and
motives of their fou ders. The mind endowed with
psychometric intuition becomes independent of history, of exegesis and criticism. Nor does it need the
evidences afforded
modern spiritualism to settle
the question of hum, n immortality since it has direct
evidence and person, perception.
\Vlwn we think o · the vast amount of ecclesiastic
and theological rubbi. h which Psychometry enables us
to consign to oblivioj - the aggregation of nineteen
centuries of ignoranc for the European race, filling
large libraries we re lize what a burdensome, stifling
load is taken off the E>ack of struggling humanity.

bly
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It is these senseless dogmas which have been most
effectual in paralyzing reason and perpetuating stolidity, for philosophy is a plant of tender growth, which
needs all fostering influences, and when its first germination is crushed as it has ever been in our systems
of education,- when the frank inquiries of childhood
are frowned upon or laughed at, and the adolescent
mind, deprived of its freedom, is forced into the treadmill of dogmatic teaching, less monotonous and stupid than that of China, but sufficiently mechanical
and memorital to repress all. originality and compel
the reception of self-evident and malignant absurdities (such as the infinite torture of nearly all mankind)
it is but a natural consequence that the aggregate
intelligence of humanity should become incapable of
dealing with the problems of human destiny and
incapable of recognizing the scientific demonstration
of the higher class of psychic phenomena. Every
demonstration of psychometric or of spiritual phenomena has to overcome a stubborn resistance in the
majority of the spectators, until they are convinced
by their senses (not their reason) and to overcome
the still more stolid resistance of those who avoid all
investigation. Hence it is that Psychometry has not
been welcomed and other equally important truths
must be withheld to a later period of human progress.
The truth of immortality is fully established by
Psychometry, and no other evidence is necessary to a
logical mind. We begin by establishing the credibility
and power of Psychometry in reference to medicines
held in the hand. We soon find that its reports are
ample and accurate. We test it in reference to char-
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actt!r and disease ' hen th,e subject is present and we
know his condition. We find it accurate, with a penetrating power and ruthfulness not approached either
by medical diagno•;is or by craniology, which are
about equally reliab e in their respective spheres.
We then test it upon the absent whose writing we
may have, and find the report to be as accurate as if
the individual were present, with this difference, that
in certain cases the psychometer reviewing the whole
life, discovers the diange called death, and yet speaks
of the post mortem life as freely and positively as of
the ante mortem. Surely if he is competent to speak
truthfully of the personal appearance and the life of
one whom we knc1w; but whom he knows only by
impressions received from a piece of writing- if his
descriptions have lhat accuracy in a multitude of
details which we know by mathematical reasoning it
is utterly impossible could occur by chance - if he
has traced the life up to death and discovered that
change as an inci lent of continued life, why is not
the latter part of hi::; statements in which he discovers
neither sleep nor ~ ny suspension of mental activity
but a brighter and lrnppier mode of life and most natural reflections up<m his past career, as credible as
any other portion o ' his statement.
If a telescope be trustworthy and accurate in all its
revelations of terresttrial obje_c ts that we know, is its
accuracy and reli bility at all impaired by being
directed to the star which are beyond our reach and
beyond vision by the naked eye, concerning which
the telescope alone gives us information? Would not
the scientist be s .spected of insanity who would
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advocate such an opinion? Equally insane \\ould it
be to suppose that a psychometric faculty upon which
we have found it safe to rely in reference to all the
phases of human life and in reference to historic
affairs shrouded in the obscurity of many centuries,
would sudJenly fail and lose its reliability when it
speaks of the hidden life uf the departed, which is
no more hidden from mortal eye than the secret purposes and intentions which are ofren psychometrically
revealed.
This perception of the departed and their spirit
life is not clue to any prior theory upon the subject
but arises clearly in the minds of those who were
previously agnostic. The lady upon whom the New
York committee e~-perimented (Bryant their chairman) was distinguished as an agnostic and had
harangued many meetings against Christianity when
R . D. Owen and Frances \Vright were conducting
their agnostic agitation in New York. But she was
profoundly impressed and astonished when she first
psychometrically percci\•ed the existence of the
deceased which she said she had been accustomed
to believe entirely impossible.
The report upon the departed is not properly comparable t0 a report upon hidden stars, but rather to
telescopic observations on those that we see, for the
departed are not entirely hidden from mortal view.
Thousands in all countries have seen them and even
heard them, and thus corroborate by cou11tless witnesses the testimony of Psychometry to their existence and mode of life.
It would be a parallel cast: when of the population
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upon au island a number are impelled to swim a wide
sound to the opposite mainland. The spectators see
them going 11nt1l they arc lost to view, and may infer
that they are drowned until those of more acute
\'ision catch a glimpse of thC'ir forms and the lovely
sccne1y in which they dwell on the far shore. That
testimony the skeptical reject. because they, too, cannot see the distant shore, but when the telescope ·is
brought which has been tested for its accuracy, and
tells the whole story, like a camera, doubt is no
longer rational - the photograph must be recognized
The emigrants are not only seen but signal back
messages in accordance with their characters and
through Psychometry we may communicate with
them so as to profit by their knowledge and advice.
\Ve may counsel with departed physicians as to the
treatment of disease, and however cramped or erroneous their views in earth life, their post mortem
suggestions never mislead. Such at least has been
my experience. I hm.·c 11cvcr received a medical
suggcs//011 from departed physici,ms whiclt was uot
lrutliful, wjsc and succcsiful in its application. We
may counsel with statesmen as to public policy and
its results and find if we have a competent channel
and genuine communication they have a higher wisdom than they ever displayed in earth life and a
greater capacity for foreseeing the results of every
measure. We may counsel with eminent teachers of
religion and we find that those who were in the love
of good have dropped all their sectarian follies and
mutual antagonisms and advanced into the sphere of
love and wisdom, while the bigots are losing their
bigotry and becoming philosophic.
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No one can give his attention to the higher phenomena of Psychometry without realizing that the
• world of disembodied mind is as positive a world of
life as that which is immersed in matter, and that
they who are "beyond the river," called death, are
no farther removed then they who have been transferred across the Atlantic ocean. The incident which
first most forcibly illustrated the effect of death on
the psychometric perception was an experiment on
the autograph of Gen. Jackson, a political letter of
very forcible expression, addressed in 1826 to my
father-in-law, Judge Rowan.
The powerful and
thrilling effect which this letter produced upon the
Rev. Benj. Kent, at Boston, in 1843, has already
been stated. In the summer of 1846, being in Mississippi, I made an experiment with the s:ime letter
upon W. B. S., (now a prominent and wealthy business man in New York), then a young tt!acher, and
found the effect altogether of a calm and meditative
character, to which, indeed, his own temperament
inclined him. He approached the character from the
spiritual side.
It will frequently be the case with persons of a
calm temperament and feeble vitality that autogrnphs
of the deceased will produce so sedative an effect as
to fail to rouse the full perception of the character,
and even to produce a depressing influence. As Mrs.
R. expressed it, they produce a ~oldness or inaction
at the heart.
One psychometer will take a letter of great energy,
enter into the spirit of the writer as he was in writing,
and after a time arrive at the perception of his death
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.111d post mortem condition. Another more spmtually constituted will sympathize at once with the post
mortem condition, while one more fully developed
will grasp the entire condition and describe with

equal ease the ante mortem and post mortem conditions.
Men of energetic, active temperaments are more
apt to grasp the living conditions than the post mortem, as in the psychometric descriptions of this letter
by Gen. Q.u itman, of Mississippi, and Bishop Otey,
of Tennessee. The description given by Gen. Q.yitman, in 1846, was as follows :
"He is brave, firm, decided, intellectual. It gives
an impression of gravity, of a high, elevated purpose
and determination to carry out and execute. There
is strength, energy and great gravity, and determination of purpose."
(What of his pursuits and sphere of life?) " Some
lofty pursuits - it would call into action energy nothing of a scientific character - the feeling is
rather that of firmness and determination."
(What were his pursuits?) " Several -especially
military - there is planning of any description and a
settled purpose - also political aims - he would soar
high.
(What is there in this letter ?) " Some determined
purpose - specifying manner and plan of execution
- determination - gravity - fearlessness-it might
be warlike - it might be a political measure.
(What of the moral character?) "Very good,
brave, lofty, noble, perfectly honest - too generous
to be rich - patriotic and ambitious - ambitious for

42

Future Life.

wealth, power and fame, but more for reputation than
wealth.
(What is he fit for?) '' For any great purpose particularly for the command of armies - he has been
tried."
Bishop OTEY, of Tennessee, had remarkably active
psychometric faculties, and in a few seconds after th i ~
letter was placed on his forehead asserted that the
writer was one of the class of Alexander and N apoleon. He manifested the usual astonishment of a
novice when he learned that it was the letter of Gen.
Jackson.
A high psychometric power like that of M rs . B.
grasps the whole character. at once with so thorough
an understanding as to be able to portray it concisely
in comprehensive language, recognizing at once the
existing as well as the post mortem condition of the
departed. The following is her impres::;ion of GENERAL ANDREW JACKSON.

"This is an illuminated mind -£tis a spirit. T his
brain had jets of fire and far reaching thought. H e
was voluble and had no trouble in expression. H e
had a great soul. He spoke out fearless and earnest
and still had a human side - the sentiment of love.
He loved (like every thing else) powerfully, with his
·
whole soul.
••He was called before the public- his. business
was to guide and direct - he had quick far-seeing pe1·ception. He was a politician, who occupied high
positions- as high as could be given.
" He would rule his friends and many times against
their judgment. He had the power of controlling
them. Even his opponents could not stand against
hii; power; he had great power of persuasion and
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force to carry his points. He could combat with
opponents, so they would be forced to yield.
· · ff called on to manage the country in the office
of presici..:m, he would leave the office with pride and
satisfaction - with fewer faults than most men.
" In some respects he was like Washington, in his
candor, his strong judg ment and his devotion to duty
- thou~h he was not entirely iri the same mould; his
brain \\as diflerently constructed. I do not think his
military ability equal to \<Vashington's, for he was
not so cautious -- was much more reckless and
impulsive.''
" Jlis course was not as commendable as vVashington's. He was firm, brm e and unflinching in carrymg a pomt; he would ue\'er admit that he had made
..1 mistake.
He was not as just and conciliatory to
opponePls as \Vashington- had not as much benevolence and spirituality.'
' ' People admired his boldness - even his opponents admired it. Ile is often quoted. His character
wtll nut die out, but lives in the minds of the people.
He was a southern man of Democratic feelings.
'' In !lptrit he has ad\·nnced rapidly. In ladies
society his langua~e was fluent and very appropriate,
g:-dlant and fascinating. In rough society he would
be apt to sweai vigorously."
Tn post mortem desi..:riptions I generally enquire into
the present status ot the spirit and his present sentiments and objects ol interest; the answers to which
ha \'e been interesting and satisfactory. Some spirits
l find actively engaged in· philanthropic work on
earth, impressmg the minds of the benevolent and
spmtual or watching over their surviving friends and
relahons. Others are enjoying celestial associations,
or looking deeply into a philosophy and knowledge of
the Universe which were not accessible on earth:
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The great founders of religion and philanthropy are
living in accordance with their exalted character, the
knowledge of which has been to me a profound
pleasure, as it relieves the dreariness of the moral landscapes on earth, to look aloft and find something we
can admire, reyere and love.
The revelations of pneumatology and religion
which come through Psychometry will be given in a
second volume.
To perfect the argument for immortality derived
from Psychometry it is desirable to verify as thoroughly as possible the power of Psychometry to discover whether the writer is living in the body or not.
To make a satisfactory test of this matter which had
indeed been tested a hundred times before, I wrote
down eleven names of living and dead persons, and
placed them successively in the hands of Mrs. B.
without any intimation whatever as to their personality. Within about fifteen minutes she gave her opin,ion of all, as to life, with some remarks on their
character, without a single error or doubt.
lo such experiments there are two· sources of difficulty. The recently dead, who passed from a life of
restless energy and activity carry with them so much
of that activity as to make it difficult to distinguish
them from the living. This was especially the case
with Gen. Gordon. On the other hand persons of a
very gentle spiritual temperament have so much of the
calmness of spirit-life as to make it sometimes doubtful if they are living. But when vigorous persons in
active life are compared with those who have long
passed away the discrimination is not difiicult.
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The power of determining in reference to any indi·
vidual whether he is living or dead, became a matter
of special interest at the time when contradictory
reports were received about the death of Gen. Gordon. To test the power of Mrs. B. I wrote upon
small slips of paper the names of living and dead
persons, viz. : Queen Elizabeth; Geo. Fox, Gen.
Garfield, Robert Ingersoll, Arabi Pasha, El Mahdi,
Gen. Gordon, Gladstone, Swedenborg, Joseph Rodes
Buchanan, Joan of Arc, and brought them to her
sitting room proposing to place a few names in her
hand and ask her if the parties were living or not.
She was very reluctant and doubtful of her ability,
of which, however, I had very little doubt. Her
expressions were as follows, holding in her hands ;
~teen Elizabcth.-i' I think it is a spirit; I think
a woman of a good deal of character. ''
Geo. Fox.-" I believe this is a spirit - a peculiar
character - individualized." She also spoke of him
as religious, and having many friends.
Gen. Gmjicld.-" This comes like a man - as
much alive as dead - a wide awake man - seems
alive whether in or out of the body. If he has passed
over it is not long. I conclude he is dead, but not
long."
Robert Ingersoll.-'' First I thought he was dead,
then I saw so much brightness around him l think he
is alive. He has too much brain force and activity
for me. I think he is alive." She felt the influence
on her head as she did when she once described his
character.
.;1.rabi Pasha.-" This is a less active brain - ~
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good deal of physical force- hard to kill - he'~
alive."
El J1Iahdi.-" It seems this is a man. IIe's alive
- a man of intellectual capacity. He spreads himself over a good deal of territory - has n wide range,
but with good solid sense."
Geu. Gordo11. - "How different they all feel. It
seems to me the man is dead - he has crossed n
bridge.
His ruling desire was for power-for
aggrandizment - an ambitious character of high
aims. His purposes were good."
Gladsto11e.-" There's such a paleness about this
man. I feel the feebleness, but it is a man. If he is
not dead he is on the brink from great feebleness.
But he is alive. He has the feebleness of age- of
wasted vital force. He is a m·an of fine capacities,
fine managing abilities - u nderstancls finance and
government affairs-is diplomatic."
Swedenborg. - '' There is more brightness here a permeating influence - magnetic. I judge this
man is in the other world. I think it is a man. He
brings a powerful spirit influence -very powerful.
He had great individuality of character. There was
no one like him."
'Joseph Rodes R11cha11.a11. -She laughs immoderately and seems to have a mischievous, sportive
feeling. "The man's ali\'c and well. \Vhat makes
me laugh so?" (In what part of the world is he?)
"Very near-here. It's just like you."
'Joan ofArc. - "I don't think this person is living
- dead a long time . When this person died. the
work cliccl too. But now I see the blossoms coming
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up. This life was not in vain. This person lives in
the hearts of .nany. I sec a woman now. I might
think it a man from the strength of character, but it
is a woman dressed in a plain garb - no ornamenta woman of medium height.''
The whole experiment occupied not more than
fifteen or twenty minutes.
Psychometry is not confined to the mere perception
of continued life. It follows that life in supernal
worlds as clearly as here on earth. (That theme,
however, would be too much for this introductory
volume). It realizes the fruition of what millions
have sighed for 111 Yain, and what thousands have m
all ages enjoyed - what Mrs. Hemans described
from her own experience.

" m· die<l -.h.e dlud

On whom m) lone de1•otednc~s wus cust I
I migbt not kcq1 ouc 1 i:.:il by bis side,
I, wbo8e wruul{ lll'urt 1111tchcd with him to the last!
" 1\no\\ ''t thou what 1 ~ought~
For what hH1 hoou my '' ru;.::.:lin;:- spirit wrought?
Commuulou with tb1· (ktlll 1 I •1•111 11 cry
Through tlw 1·1•1J1•tl 1•111plrt'• of Etrroity A voice to clt>:11·r them!
.. I sut ln·urath that pl11net - I had wept
.My IO\'C to ~lillnc,., 1•1cry night-wind slept;
A bush" uq on Liu hill·; the wry ~!reams
'\'eot by likt• cloml•. or 001-elc-. fouuL~ in dreams,
A ml the dark ll'l'<l 0'1 r ~batlowlng me In that hour,
Stoo<I motionh·'·· eHn 11' the i:ray church tower,
Wben.oon I ;;azql, um'OIM'lou~ly. There Clime
A low ;.ounJ llJ..1• I hu l remor of 11 ll:lme,
Or like llw 11;:111. •1uu·k ;.hhcr or n wing,
1''1illin;.: throu~h twltl~ht wood'! aero~~ the air;
Aud 1 lookt~l up. lit-fore rue there
U1" l he dcpal'ltd, 'tootl ! Al<'• face lo face,
·o llMtr :11111 y1 t how f:i '" 11 .. ~pokr !
llow ~hull l lcll thee or lbc bllll'lliug thrill
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In that low voice, who~c hrc·r?.y tones woulu fill
lily bosom's infinite P O, friend, I woke

Thus - first to heavenly lite.
I sought that ligbtcu eye From Its intense and searcbing purity
I drank in soul I I questioned of the denllOt the hushe<l, starry sborea their footsteps tread,
And I was answered. Pull nnu high
Was that communion with eternity;
Too rich for aught so fieotlng ! Liken knell
Swept o'er my sense its closing words : "Farewell
On eautb we meet uo more ! " - aull all was gone.

SWEDENBORG.
The following psychometric description of Swedenborg strikes me as very co1Tect. I have never read
any of his works, and have avoided doing so, not
from any aversion or indifference, but because when I
first presented the doctrines of Anthropology developing the faculties of the soul, brain and body, and their
l~ws of connexion, c:orrespondence and inter-action,
the devotees of S·wedenborg would often say that my
doctrines were similar to his. As these doctrines had
been derived entirely from experimental investigation,
uninfluenced by the theories of my predecessors,
excepting only t~e discoveries of Gall, which I impartially investigated to compare with cranial developments, pathology and experiments, I wished to
preserve my independence and isolation as a witness
of the truth, independent of any influence from previous suggestions. Hence I have postponed reading
Swedenborg's writings to the completion of my own
researches hereafter, but no one who mingles in society or peruses cu1Tent literature can avoid learning the
essentials of Swedenborg's doctrines - the system of
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thought introduced by him, in which he assumed an
attitude of authority and imposed his theological speculations on his followers as a finality - discouraging
that further research, which has given us so mnch
more simple, accurate and satisfactory views. His
influence has tended to discourage free investigation
and has done more to develqp a refined scholarly
intellectuality among his followers than to exalt or
intensify the religious sentiments.
SWEDENBORG.

" T his is not very far back - not more than seventy
years - a character that made an impression on the
minds of the people. There were some who would
adhere to him, to any length, and others who would
not.
" He had a great amount of positiveness in his
character - too much- by which he lost sight of his
best impressions. I feel that very sensibly - he was
so strong willed. He had a great deal of materiality
about him, yet he taught spiritual things. He
l'lbounded in opinions or doctrines and was quite original- an originator of new thoughts.
'' H e was calculated to dispel the ideas of modern
theology - was not a believer in the doctrines taught
in the churches. H e was somewhat a martyr to his
opinions-not exactly a martyr- but he had 'great
opposition from priests and creedists - but he rather
courted opposition than otherwise. If he had had
more of the spirit of Christ he would have felt the
oppositton more sensitive!y.
" He was an author who published works. His
books met with considerable acceptance but called
down much criticism. Were any of his works ~up
pressed - 1 think some were not published. He was
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very radical - I do not think he had much rdigiou:;
fervor.
" He was plain and comprehensive in his writings
- more scientific and philosophic than religious. I
do not feel as much warmth as a religious teacher
requires. There is a cool, calculating spirit - a good
deal of the mathematical in his character.
" I think he believed in inspiration but not to so
great an extent as we think- only to a few- /uinseif
being inspired . He claimed to be an ambassador sent
for the purposes to which he devoted his life. lie
felt a special divine favor bestowed on him. I think
he claimed more for himself than was true. He was
guided by ancient sa\•ans but he thought a great deal
and followed his own speculations, mathematical and
physical. He had his theories about life and speculated largely about physical life. I presume he
adopted a system of physical training for spiritual
development. He did not indulge in luxury, but
lived rather abstemious ancl plain.
'' His ideas were not altogether just as to getting
inspiration from God, but he was very easy in rccei\'ing impressions and would lose sight of their source.
He had a circle of profound logicians. He had seasons of great mental exaltation and was clain·oyant
and saw inlo the spirit-world and saw many thing:s
correctly through the help of his guides, but he had not
any such communications from the Most High as he
claimed. Spirit influences wert! so strong sometimes
he ifii~ht seem strange or insane. lle "·as sometimes
accessible to the lower order of spirits, but he would
soon throw them off. He did not understand the laws
of spirit intercourse as fully as we do now.
"He had immense assumption- assumed much
more than was true - he would suppose something
given to him when it was the impression of his O\\'ll
mind. He had psychological illusions which were
purely subjecth·e.

)
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" His intellect was of n higher and more spiritual
character than Arnold ;"' he was more positive ancJ
emphatic and had more intellectual spiritual associations. He would give the sentiments of exalted
spirits.
(0..:. I low is be now - how does he regard his
former teachings?) " I think he would alter his
teachings materially. He is not well satisfied with his
teachings. He knows his claims as to Divine communication were not correct. He is no nearer God
now than myriads of others.
SECOND DESCRIPTION from an engraving.
'' I feel a great mental power. The front of my
brain and side of my forehead are very active largely developed in the perceptives. I feel that this
is a man, am I correct? (Yes .) A very original,
deep thinker. I think he was an author. I think
this person's writing was largely on theological subjects. He had a great deal of method and accuracy
of judgment. His great power of reasoning always
carried him on and made him victorious in argument
when in controversy or propounding a subject.
'' His work was intellectual. IIis subjects were
theological, but he was engaged in reconstructing
governmental affairs, but not military. He was very
eloquent in his address. He knew his own power
but was not an opinionated man. Ile gave much of
his attention to the literature of others - was a great
reader, but very select, seeming to be governed by
some intuition in the pursuit of knowledge - never
given to anything trashy or superficial - a great
student.
'' It seems to me he was of some Christian denomin.ttion in early life, but his own freedom of thought
carried him beyond any creed or sect; he had great
love qf independence.
• .A1·11olil wns a ~ph'itunl wrltc•r
reve.l alious !roru tile spirit worltl.

prote~slug

to make very wouiler!ul
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" I think he was once obscure, and accident had
something to do with bringing him forward. Ilis
views were all reformatory, in gon:!rnment as well as
religion . He had broad, philanthropic views. I
think he is not ali\'e.
" He had spiritual impressions that assured him of
immortality, but did not belic,·e in spiritual matters
as we do. He conversed with spirits, saw spirits and
had visions of the other world. His belief was
very peculiar - it seems mythical to me; I cannot
describe it.
" He lived a religious life. His whole life was
governed by justice toward oth~rs. His teachings
were something like Swedenborgianism, so far as I
understand it.
"He seemed alone in a portion of his life. He had
a few followers and was obliged to devise methods to
get his doctrines established Ile Ji,·ed to sec his
teachings widespread. He had many followers - he
has many now. His teachings were obscure and men
ridiculed them, but he gave such marvelous evidence
that he established men in his faith aftPr a time. He
was a great humanitarian - had wonderful psychometric power, though he did not give it that name.
" l\fany times he was restless and uneasy, not
knowing what was the matter. Something in the air
told him things were not right.
" Ile had great determination - never faltered or
lost his balance. He did not fear death. He knew
just when he \Vas going. He carried with him the
same principles, and as a spirit he teaches the same
doctrines with very little change, though he may not
approve of all his writings. If he were to write now
he would not have so much mystery. He made his
writings rather obscure to the general reader - now
he would be more plain and clear. He was a frugal
man - had few wants - was temperate in all things.
" He is interested in systems of religion and gov-
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crnmcntal systems. He would regulale and arrange
all things that depress men. He is a hater of slavery
in any form. I have never known this man, but he
is not a stranger to Psychometry and to you. Many
of your ideas meet his approval, and he would give
you credit for knowing more than he did of the cerebral faculties. He never knew from what source his
knowledge came. He never analyzed the brain correctly.
" He holds now a very high rank in spirit life has great veneration and religion. As to the doctrines
he taught, 1 should not approye them entirely, and
he now regards many of his doctrines as speculative,
and not really correct from his present standpoint.
If he were here he would reform his church-he must
have bad some cliurch organization.
When he passed away he did not suffer - his life
passed out like a breath - it was like a b·anslation.
He is as active as ever, and as ready to respond to
calls. He looks upon the believers in his doctrines
with a great deal of pride and satisfaction.
"He did .not live in this country, but far away. I
believe I know who this is - it is Emanuel Swedenborg."
GAUTAMA BUDDHA.

"This is a man-·he has passed away. He seems
like a historical character, as though he had figured
in the world's history.
·
" As I n:ach out into his character, it seems his
morals were elevated and pure. H e was a very good
man. [At this moment I caught an impression of an
elevated and very intellectual being. J His tendencies were liberal and religious. His main purpose in
life was to perpetuate a religious system. He seems
like one bursting the shell of tyranny and old systems
- an undaunted spirit fearless in promulgating his
sentiments.
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" Ile takes me away back among the martyr:>, and
brings lip those terrible scenes.··
(What '"ere his surroundings?)
" I le was surrounded by those "ho might be called
idolaters, and started out almost single-handed anrl
alone to work out a better system. In early life he
was bound to a system very clistasteful to him and he
gradually outgrew it.
"The climate was warm. l n his early life the
country around him was not \'Cry populous - the
government was tyrannical; had no mercy on any
form of crime. His own position was in the higher
ranks, and among the most intelligent. He stood
very high, socially, and was greatly admired. l it
did not aim at wealth.··
(What was his career?) " Ile started out as a
reformer in religious and political conditions, for all
seemed wrong to him in government and church rule,
- he turned his back on it all. Ile was a great
educator. Ile spent years in meditation, and almol:it
solitary, before he made his purposes known, then
came out boldly and preached his views with great
success.
He startled the people. There was a
general uprising against him as an innovator and
dangerous man by the priests. It caused a revolution. The authorities strove hard to suppress him he had great trouble and sometimes danger of his
life. Ile was unjustly accused. lie was finally successful in establishing his doctrines and received the
acclamations of the intellectual and civilized. lie
perpetuated his doctrines even to this day."
(\iVhere did all this occur?) "In a warm country,
farther South than this - to the East very far ; I
cannot tell the distance : it "as in the old country.
I get more of his spirit ancl career than of any location."
(\\:hat is the magnitude of his following to-day?)
" 1t ranks as high as any denomination, or higher.''
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(In what era was this?) " It was before the
Christian era, and yet he had many of the principles
of Chrii;t - he was like Jesus - was prophetic."
( H ow does he compare with Jesus?) "He was
very much like him. I [is birth might have been predicted like J esus', and his character resembled.
" Ile performed things considered miracles - he
healed the sick. He taught morality and a belief in
God, instead of idols, he taught love and faith, and
doing as we would be done by. He would prohibit
war and mal-treatment of animals."
(What of his system and his followers to-clay?)
" They are a dark colored people, about as dark as
Arabs - not a large people. They are peaceable
and temperate in all things. They adhere to his
system - well grounded in their belief, which has
become traditional. It has some resemblance to the
Catholic, in forms. They consider their doctrine
older and better than Christianity. They seem to
be vegetarians averse to the use of flesh."
('What do you think was the mode of his death?)
" H e was not crucified as Christ, but I think there
was some betrayal for there was always a rancor
between his followers and the priests. He seems
betrayed in some way into the hands of his enemies,
and thereby he Jost his life through treachery."
This opinion does not say much of the intellectual
character of Buddha and Buddhism - which I find
mentioned in a very good psychometric description
of Buddha some years since by Dr. P., substantially
like the foregoing. The following passage, however,
gives an additional illustration.
" H t! is not like the old Bible spidts - was not
among the followers of Christ - did not feel as the
Apostles did . His vein of thought jg separated from
them . and like the Greek phjlosophers. It was a
religion of the intellect reasoned out. Miracles did
not have much place in it. · Ilis religious ideas were
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founded on reason and naturalism, discarding miracles - somewhat like the Unitarians. He believed
in a measure in the immortality of the soul, but
did not realize it like the Christians. It was not
as clearly well defined as we would like il. He
did not see the spiritual life clearly, though he had
considerable of the spiritual element."
KESHUB CHUNDER SEN-

Before his Death.

"This is very diflerent from El Mahdi. I like him
but do not get into him easily .
"It is a good character, benevolent, active, very
astute, qi.tick in seeing into things. Ile is a good
teacher - has great brain force, strong affcctional
nature, industry and conscientiousness. He has had
to struggle with the ignoramuses like yourself - a
man 9f great genius and hopefulness. He does not
lose his balance. He has battled with reverses.
"He is truly religious, but not sanctimoniouH. lie
has inspiration from the spiritual faculties.
!Je is
unlike others - has great independence. He is not
bombastic or overbearing. He is a good family man,
admirable at home- a favorite with many.
" He takes·the unpopular side to some extent, but
his merits are appreciated by many. He is a diligL·nt.
fluent writer and a public speaker. Every one that
knows him (except the envious) likes him. He is
always ahead of his hearers- far advanced beyond
the people- no common man.
(0.:. \Vhat people are around him?) .. They arc
civilized - that is about all. There arc stlf-impurtant people whom he don't like much. lie docs not
have battles but he don't admire the elements around
him.
"He is too forgiving. He does not take to heart
the assaults of people or reg<lrd thl'm - a hig-hmindctl, whole-i;ouh::d, grand man. It is not a rigid
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climate but a genial one where he lives. Tlc will
carry out much that he desires, but not accumulate
wealth - yet he is in easy circumstances.
" He will reform the religion. He will not be
orthodox. He does not cater to the rich. He has
important work in contemplation and begun. He
seems like an abolitionist in principle. His work is
symmetrical. He will Jive to see a good deal of success. He is somewhat like John the Baptist - a great
religious teacher."
LAOU-TszE -

the Cl'linese Philosopher.

''There is a great deal of spirituality and veneration in this.
"It does not seem a Bible character, but a spirit
that existed long, lon.g ages past, and has become
holy and god-like.
"This spirit once had great ambition and desire
for power, and attained it. Ile seems to have lived
anterior to the Christian dispensation. When he lived
all religious teaching was crude. There was no standard' by which the people could be led; there was confusion of thought. It seems there were wars and
disturbances and a reaching for power and aggrandizement at that time - a perpetual strife. No man or
woman was safe in their home.
'' I seem in a city, in constant fear of invasion by
hostile forces. He passed away before the accomplishment of his purposes, in the midst of strife - a
beautiful spirit. He had great moral elevation great spiritual elevation - he saw and felt the needs
of the people.
" Ile was an intuitive scientist- a geologist and
philosopher. He did not accept the current theories.
H e had remarkably clear perception and clairvoyant
powers. But he had something intolerant in his character. Ile was rather too positive for a great teacher.
His mode of expression was forcible and magnetic.
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" He is a glorious spirit now. He would engage in
regulating governments if he could . He would favo1
the teachings of Christ now."
( ~ Whom is he most like?) " I can't think of
any one. Ile has warmth, philanthropy, positiveness
and intolerance of opposition."
(~ How does he compare with, Confucius?)
" More favorably than with Socrates. He does not
<liffer very widely. His teachings would be similar,
but he is clearer and presents his thought more clearly
than Confucius - more like the principles of Jesus.
lle does not follow authority - he is original. He is
more independent than Confucius, and would not
adhere to the old books. He had more genius and
originality th..m Confucius, but there was considt:rable rest!mblance."
Another psychometer said : " He differs from Confucius in greater power to originate, construct and
carry out."
(~ How would Confucius have regarded him?)
'' Confucius might not have regarded him as an
equal, but would regard him as a great thinker.
( ~ Is he interested in the world herd) " He is
giYen to great devotion. He would exhort to patience
and devotion through mediums. He does not come
much to America - chiefly to the eastern continents.
He is more in harmony with J csus than Confuciu:::;.
He wrote a great deal and spoke a great deal in life.
He was an authority- a founder of new thought in
philosophy and religion. I would have chosen him
before Confucius. He has followers still to the
present time."
CONFUCIUS.
" This i:s no common thing - a strong penetrating
influence. I fed a great pqwer-the influence seems
male. There is intellectual brightness, vividness,
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more than ordinar_r. It combines male and female
influences,
" There is such a breadth and scope to this mind,
and so much of the love element as to suggest the
female.
" It is a scholastic mind, given to great undertakings, with strength of will to accomplish them. The
inlluence takes possession of me, and I feel like a
rock - solid and immovable.
" I would want to write books and make a great
name for myself, being very ambitious to establish
forms and systems of government and religions. I'd
combine politics and religion and make them one.
I'd reform everything and let nothing remain as it is.
I'd reform all laws and simplify everything."
(Q What d,d he do?) "He did many things.
He was endowed with uncommon faculties and intuitions - second to no man living. He is a historical
character.
'' His character was singularly divided. He had
two extremes. He could have been tyrannical and
oppressive if he had been in power in the remote
period when he lived, but he never swerved from his
purpose with all his opposition and seeming unpopularity. He had so much force of character and saw
the need of reformation, he would seem coercive to
some. But there is no military tyranny. He had no
military career.
" He taught great humility. He taught love and
philanthropy like Christ - had that fatherly protecting character as J esus. It seems to me he was
before - som~ centuries before Jesus.
(Q
What of his religion?)
" He taught a
religion of morality - he had no antagonism to
liberal sentiments. He was not Orthodox, but a
reformer and innovator in religion and government.
He would put down war. He was not aggressive would sooner conquer by love than by the sword.
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He might pt;rform something miraculous. He had
great controlling powers.
" His religion was not like that of Mahomet. He
walked with angds and was near our modern
Spiritualism. He believed in Deity and used symbols in his teachings. He was devoted to the moral
but believed also in prayer - yet relied on works
and taught a practical religion.
"He compares favorably with Jesus. He was
more communicative - talkt:!d more with the people
and not so much in parables. Ilis sayings were
better understood by the common people. He was
a self-sacrificing man and cared little for his own
personal comforts. He had not as much enthusiasm
as the Christian system. Ilis teachings did not lead
the mind from the moral to the spiritual, but kept the
moral foremost.
( Q.; Was he conservative or progressive?) " It
seemed he was slow - did not lead the people on by
excitement but deliberatdy. His followers progressed,
but there was limit to their progression, and it ceased.
It was a step toward the Christian system. Fate
ordained that he should give the world a certain kind
of teaching, preparing it for the Christian era. He
was not an idolater. His teaching did not lead them
on as there were none of his followers to carry them
on. Some were more spiritual, but not more logical.
'' He had more influence on women. They took
in his teachings more readily. He had a high idea
of women's nature, but his followers did not. He did
not give much publicity to his sentiments, as woman
was not so important then as now. His followers are
not growing or spreading.
"It needed more of the true spirit-the Divine
spirit. It needed the Divine spirit to make it a successful teaching - more faith. There was a lack
of the religious element. Ile regardt!d the higher
influences, but not with much of the deYotional spirit.
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( ~ What is his present condition?) " In the
spirit world he has made great progress - what he
lacked here he has gained there. His influence on
the earth is powerful and effective. H e is now in the
realm of J esus, and would fall in with his doctrines.
( ~- What does he think now of woman?) "He
desires that woman shall receive all the honors that
man can give her. He predicts that she will rise to
her proper status in all countries. The time will
come w hen there shall be no womeu slaves.
( ~ I low does he regard my labors?)
T he answer was a cordial endorsement.
JOHN

CALVIN-an Unfinished Sketch.

I placed the name of Calvin in her hands as that of
a man to be described, as I sometimes assist her progress by stating the sex which saves the trouble of
finding it f9r herself. l\fy general method, ho\\'ever,
is to say nothing, leaving her to discover all. The sex
is not as conspicuous a fact to Psychometry as the
general character.
DESCRlPTIO:>:.

'' I feel that this is a person of great prominence great intellectual prominence. l don't think I know
anything of him. I feel a great working force in the
front brain. (She next described the cerebral action
as extending up from the outer part of the forehead
along the sicleheacl to the upper posterior region .)
" I fee l that his mind took a wide scope. All his
faculties were brought into action in his life-work.
Ile is not alive. He had a stupendous intellect. H e
aimed at power and attained it too. 1 do not admire
him. I think he was unscrupulous. His self-love
was very great. Ile ~· as uot a philanthropist -would
not sacrifice himself for anything.
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"I think he had something to clo with military
affairs and was at home in time of national disturbances. He had fine literary capacity and wrote
extensively. He had great origmality of expression.
He is not like any one that I know. His mind was
versatile. He bad a great repertoire of subjects. His
chief occupation was with the pen. He had much
scientific knowledge and an inventive mind."
(How was he regarded then and now?) " I could
tell more if I had his writing. His intellect was not
displayed in poetry."
·
(What were his religious ideas?) "He was an
innovator in religion -was iconoclastic. He had few
reformatory ideas such as Jesus taught. He had not
the spirit of Christianity. He was selfish. He would
not teach universal salvation. He had a peculiar doctrine of his own which he established. He believed
in a supreme being and a future life. He was not an
Ame1;can. His ideas were not in harmony with ours.
He was a bigoted man. It is difficult for rMe to under-·
stand him. His chief aim was to bring people to his
own way of thinking. If he had power he would
use unscrupulous measures to force people into his
views.''
Thus far her answers came slowly and she seemed
so embarrassed and out of sympathy with the character, in fact, feeling a positive disgust, that it was
necessary m justice to the occasion to discontinue the
investigation. As she said afterwards-it was Jike
pulling teeth to say any more about him. She has a
great aversion to describing evil characters and
though she does sometimes describe a wicked or
unprincipled character it is not her forte and she dislikes greatly such mental associations which leave an
unpleasant i nfluencc.
As far as she went, howeve-. she struck Calvin's
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tnte character. Tlis grand, intellectual po\\1er and
literary ability are kno\\'n to all. His selfish, unscrupulous and tyrannical character, so widely different
from the character and teaching of Jesus, she correctly
stated, and in that we see why he was responsible for
the murder of Servetus by fire, and for the grand perversion of Christianity from a system of love to one
of tyrannical cruelty.
SERVETUS, learned in la.w and physic, a fearless
champion of Unitarianism, and author of "Christianity Restored," incautiously trusted himself too near
the tiger, by stopping in Geneva on his way to Italy.
Calvin procured his arrest, trial and condemnation by
a Catholic tribunal to death by fire for heresy, which
was savagely carried out, October 27, 1553, with a
slow fire of green oakwood, on a hill near Geneva,
in full view of Nature's sublimities, before a large
throng of superstitious bigots.
"'!'hut thrkc uc·c·ur~ctl llnme
Which Csll'iu ldmlle•I hr Gcne"n's lake.''
MICHAEL SERVETUS

-the Martyr.

"This seems a person not living. There was a
good deal of ambition and will-power here, combined
with gentleness and forbearance. I get among the
manuscripts and books of a man. He has a taste for
literature and publication. He takes me back far in
the past - yet he had many modern views upon science and religion. He was a man of progressiYe ideas.
He had very strong prejudices. When he discovered
a truth he was independent and did not stop to think
whether it would meet the approbation of the public
-he challenged criticism. He seems an educator,
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founding new doctrines. Ire was a religious man.
llis \'iews of the Deity were correct. Ile had no Yindictiveness in himself, and could 11ot find it in the
Deity. He was quite an innovator in the religion of
his time, though he may have had some remnants of
orthodoxy in his mind."
(What sort of a career did he have?)
.. Ile had many storms to contend with - Intolerance and bigotry reil?necl supreme, and he stood \'ery
much alone. I consider him a great leader - he had
a small following. Ilis nmbition was to establish an
improvt!d condition, but he lived in a period which had
not our facilities for improvement, and therefore had a
great deal of dif11culty and anxiety. Ile did not live
to realize his hopes. He met opposition from the
church- the clergy were his greatest opposers - it
resulted unfavorably for him - he was arrested in his
career and imprisoned and condemned for heresies,
and he suffered -oh, how he suffered mentally and
physically; but he never retracted his sentiments - he
suffered tortures of mind and body, and gave up his
life for his principle, like the old martyrs . Was this
Servetus? I feel that it was- T know his end- he
was burned."
(How did he regard Calvin?) '' He considered
him a monster in his character, conduct and doctrines."
(You are right- it is Servctus.) .. It is wonderful
- I only know that Servetus was a martyr, but not the
circumstances or its connexion with Calvin."
l\IARTIJ\

LUTHER.

'' This seems a man - not living - it is very long
since he lived.
•·It seems to me he was a leader of some kind there was a great deal of system in his work - he
was a disciplinarian. II is work was humanitarian
and reformatory. It seems to me he was a spiritual·
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ist, or belie,•er in spiritual phenomena, though our
spiritualism did not exist then. Ile was h!mself a
seer, for he saw enough to be able to prophesy. He
had foreshadowings in his mino of things that took
place. I think he saw spirits and conversed with
them. (What kind of spirits?) Ile saw both kinds,
hut, I think, he saw especially spirits of the lower
and undeveloped class
he might call them, in his
version, spirits of the damned, but I don't regard
them so. They were sensual, lustful and malicious
spin ts. (Why did he have th al class?) Because
his own mind dwelt on melancholy conditions. Some
might say they were fancies of his imagination, but
l think they were real spirits. \Vhen he felt in a
brighter condition he would commune with more
developed minds.
"He was taught by spiritual influence~ - gained
much instruction. He had great healing power. He
did a great deal for the spirits too, as well as mortals.
(What was the state of society in his day?) ' · It
was rather low as to morals and intellect - more
animal than spiritual. Their religion was of a low
character, no better than paganism - the kind of
religion that believes in offerings and sacrifices.
"He was a reformer - gave them more humane
doctrines - did away with their idolatries - labored
very hard, regardless of his own personal comforts.
He succeeded in making himself understood, and
founded a new system of Christian religion. He was
a follower of the doctrines of Jesus.
(What was his career and its results?)
" He was denounced as an impostor by some, and
accepted by others. He suffered much, bodily and
mentally, in his mission, but never swerved from his
principles. He taught the people more orally than
by his writings. He was a profound speaker - I
don't think \'cry eloquent, but he had great physical
force and magnetism, that made his addresse::; tell.
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He founded a system which has gone all over th~
world, to some extent, :mcl is among the leading
religions to-day.
" He suffered a good deal of persecution by mobs
and governmental power, which interfered very much
with his career. He was not alone, he had friends
and adherents, men, too, who approximated to his
strength as teachers.
"He was educated as a Catholic, but he was a
Protestant."
(What did he think of the Devil?) " He believed
in a personal Devil and a Hell."
(How does he compare with Calvin?) •' He was
a better man and would teach a more humane religion
- very different."
The life of Luther was full of spiritual experiences.
His healing power was shown in curing Melancthon
when he was apparently on his death-bed.
These psychometric studies are instructive.
Among the grea! nations of this century there is no
influential religious organization that really represents
the religion of Jesus, which was engulfed in the
paganism and political corruption of the Roman
Empire, losing all its essential CQaracteristics, but
names, professions and historical memories. From
that deep immersion an attempt was made for its rescue by two great men, unfit except in their energy,
for such a task - one, a dark, malignant, capable of
the most horrid crimes - the other, a fanatical pessimist to whom the ministry of angels seemed diabolical and modern astronomy a wicked falsehood.
When we look into these men psychometrically, we
understand why their revolution was not reformation
except so far as it shattered an ancient tyranny and
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burned out an accumulated rottenness . Protesta nt
ecclesiasticism is but little nearer to Jesus than the
Roman. Everywhere it is identified with homicide
- it floats in the red tide of war, sanctifying it with
chaplains, with prayers for its success on both sides,
and with a preliminary sanction for the marshalling
of armies and declaration of war. We have just seen
two great nations on the brink of war, spending vast
sums for preparation, and not a remonstrance from the
church in either country or in any other country,
against the introduction of Pandemonium.
CAN WE CALL Tms CHRISTIANITY? This ecclesiasticism garlanded with bayonets and surrounded with
cannon I Shall we call this organization Christianity, the religion of Divine love (which would suffer
rather than inflict a wrong) because the innate virtues
of humanity gleam out through all forms of falsehood, giving to all deadly ecclesiasticisms a beauty
·which is not their own.
No I modern Christianity as an ecclesiasticism is a
dire apostacy, though it has not been able to destroy
that essential religion which is inseparable from human
destiny and which has found inspiration in the language of the New Testament and lives of the founders of Christianity.
How was it that the religion of Christ, St. John,
St. Peter and St. James became extinguished? To
answer this question I directed the psychometric power
to those who seemed to have resisted the bloody perversion of Christianity which has ruled and still rules
the civilized nations. · I directed the inquiry to the
Albigenses and Waldenses and obtained the following
reports:
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ALBIGENSES.

(This is not an individual nor a planetary body to
be explored, but relates to places and people.) " It
takes me a long distance over the sea. It is not in a
cold climate. The air seems balmy as I go. I go
into the interior of some foreign country. The people are naturally peaceable, and don't care to affiliate
with other nations. If not disturbed they would
never go into wars.
They have no warlike surroundings. Their complexions are rather dark. I
do not know their origin. They have not much
domestic political rule among them, but may be subordinate to other powers.
n They may have had Christian missionaries, but
do not seem to understand Christianity. They bclie\'e
in a Deity. If they had opportunities they would fall
in with the Christian religion, but it has not been presented to them properly. They deal with each other
according to Christian principles and have no strife.
They are naturally humane. Originally they had
ideas foreign to Christianity, but as they advanced in
the centuries from their very ancient stock they partook of the teachings of ] esus rather than the forms of
Catholicism. They never were Catholics. They had
a good deal of fervor and adhesiveness to their doctrines and their people. Then there was a system of
coercion practiced by the Catholic dominion, which
unsettled them and broke up their organization, scattered them and arrested their progress, but remnants
remained in their country and other countries."
(Was this in Europe, Asia or Africa?) ''I think in
\VestemAsia, Asia Minor, and South-Eastern Europe."
WALDENSES.

" This seems to me the same class of people at a
later period more acquainted with Christian teachings
and obedient to the Christian system."
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(Is there any connection between the two?)
"Yes, it seems the same party or sect; they might
be called descendants, both in doctrine and blood
They do not seem different essentially. This people
are in such development they can receive advanced
teachings."
(What relation do they bear to the Catholics?)
" They respect the Catholic church to some extent,
but have Protestant principles."
( Hov~· were they treated by the Catholics and
adjacent powers?)
. " They were held in subjection by authorities who
thought they must be restrained. If they had been
Id alone they would have been a peaceable and progressive people, I am sure of that. They were a
people to be led, not driven - they would yield to
persuasion. They feared the powers that controlled
them."
(How were they treated?) "They were easily
controlled by authority, but they were ill-treated."
(II ere we were inte1Tupted.)
(Resumed in the evening.) "They were illtrented by the religious powers - the Catholic
church, of which tney were in fear . They were
under an oppressive hierarchy. A spirit of persecution was exercised - it might be called a traditional
persecution, which dispersed and drove them away.
They were robbed of their home, their people
dragged off to military service - a great deal of
misery was produced ; thC'y were treated like slaves
or dogs. They resisted - the contest was not according to the usages of war, but like butchery. Almost
the entire population was destroyed - many thousands - and those that survived ·were enslaved."
" I feel that there was some interposition, but not
sufficient to protect them."
(Are there any remnants of them to-clay?) '' T here
may be a few - only a few."
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(What do you think of their systl•m of religion if
it had been fairly developed.)
" It was humane and orderly - tht!y remind me
of pilgrims seeking only to be at peace. They were
followers of Jesus. believed in immortality ancl return
of spirits or spiritual communion. They were a
finely organized people - intuitional, mediumistic.
They treated women well and recognized their
equality, being in advance of the present times."
(How do they compare with primitive Christianity
in its best form?)
" It was very like it. I see no real distinction.
Their most intelligent and intuitive people considered
themselves the lineal descendants of primitive Christianity. It gives me a lofty feeling when I study their
natures."
·
HENRT ARNAUD.

(How does this character impress you?)
" It gives me great stimulus in the intellectual prophetic region of the brain. It is a far-seeing, farrcaching mind - wi[h the most humane principles,
without selfishness or ambition, except to do great
things for others. There 1s great strength and spiritual power here."
(I felt this before she expressed it.)
"I can't imagine what I am talking of but the
scenes come before me. Ile seems raised up for a
special purpose - a man who can sift the chaff from
the wheat. He was a protector to the "·eak and
unprotected, helpless and innocent. He did something for them. Ile gathered the remnants and took
them away by battle and strategy. He was a
religious teacher and humble, unselfish man - a
reformer, a true follower of Jesus."
Strictly true, and more might ha\'e been said.
HENRI ARNAUD was one of nature's nobility, worth
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more than all the leaders of the Reformation. He
was the marve,Iously inspired and heroic man who
saved a remnant of the Waldenses, after they had
been persecuted and butchered with savage ferocity
from the bull of Innocent VIII., 1487, till their final
butchery in 1686, when a remnant of fourteen thou:;;and who could not escape, were captured and thrust
into cruel prisons from which only three thousand
issued alive.
The exploits of the W aldenses under their pastor,
ARNAUD, a man unacquainted with war, belong to
the loftiest realm of romance, and are more marvelous
than the deeds of the Spartans at Thermopylre. With
" a handful of starving men." nine hundred in number, "few of whom had ever handled a musket,"
he ''.forced a passage of the bridge of Sababertran against two thousand and five hundred well
entrenched men, killing six hundred of them, and
losing only fourteen or fifteen." Less than four
hundred Waldenses made a Jong defence against
twenty-two thousand French and Piedmontese who
had come with ropes to hang them. · It is said that
the Waldenses in nine days fought eighteen battles
and destroyed ten thowmnd of their assailants with a
loss of only seventy men. The successful march of
Arnaud's band of nine hundred over the lake of
Geneva, and through mountains occupied by the
armies of French and Piedmontese, making prisoners
as he went and passing the bridge of Sababertran,
is unequa11ecl in the · annals of war. Their leaders
were gmdcd by intuition, and it was this intuition
which led Gen. Grant through his triumphant campaigns.
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The foregoing account of the Albigcnses and Waldenses is, I have faith to believe, a true divination of
their origin and the fidelity with which they maintained the peaceful religion of Jesus, until battling

with martyr courage they were captured, butchered,
and exiled.
•· 0 bloodiest picture in lhe book ot Time!''

It is to be hoped· that the feeble remnants of that
Christian people may pro\·e the germs of a new
religious life for Italy and Switzerland.
The feeble efforts for their relief are mentioned in
the description. Among others, Cromwe11 and l\Iilton endeavored to shield them. It was of them that
Milton wrote the immortal lines beginning :
"Avenge, 0 Lord, thy slaugbleretl Saints who8e boucs
Lie bleacblug on the Al1>iue mouutulus coll.I."

Let this volume of Psychometry give its feeble
assistance, not to avenge the victims, but to honor the
memory of the slaughtered follo'vvers of ] esus.
Still more eloquently might Milton have written
had he attempted lo describe the prosperity and
refined civilizatio11 of the kingdom of the Incas in
South America, crushed into desolation by murderous Spanish brigands in the name Of a Christian
church. The hopeless ruin, the desolation, poverty,
and demoralization of Quito, and the surrounding
country, to-day controlled by priests, is an awful
illustration of the power of ecclesiasticism to convert a divine religion into a desolating curse to
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humanity. Against all such errors and crimes, Psychometry pleads, trumpet-tongued. In this enlightened age, and in our great republic, let us hope that
the doctrine and the life of divine love may reappear
with the firm and fervent love of the J ewish martyrprophets, combined with the ampler knowledge and
greater liberality of a more mature age.
When I reflect upon the power of Psychometry,
speaking as with a divine voice, calling up for inspection and judgment the world's religious bodies and
its numerous systems of religion - calling up for
judgment all who have aspired to lead mankind, and
passing in review the supernal life as well as the
earthly career, I am forcibly reminded of the
resemblance between this real judgment upon the
actual panorama of nations, and the juvenile fiction
cherished by theologians, of a boundless multitude
assembled on some future day to receive their individual sentences of extreme bliss or extremest misery
with no intermediate fate. This imaginary tribunal,
if it gave but one minute to each mortal arraigned,
would require nearly three thousand years of unintermitting labor (twenty-four hours each day), for a
single generation such as we have on ea1th to-day.
T he power of Psychometry on earth and in Heaven
- the universal perception of character in its naked
reality, is the real day of judgment, which all must
meet. It was well expressed by Mrs. F. 0. Hyzer
in her remarkable poem on Psychometry.
" To thee the l'elt RhRll ylelcl Its de11d,
And to the hou,;elops one hy ouo

The ~ecl'et deed~ or wan lie led
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Within the closet done.
Thy records shall unquestioned lie

For none their truth will dare deny.
Nor to our planet's atmosphere
Is thy far-seeing power confined 1''rom "'orld to world, from ~phcre to sphere
Of omulpotent mind,
'!'by cables stretch and lntcrwlne
Charged with God's glowing fires divine.
The great ne,,"lltions ot our race Hate, scorn, hypocrisy and lust,
Through thee shnll <.ec God face to face,
And grovel In the dust,
c;:1lllug upon the wountalu, high
To bide them from Bl~ !>Carel.ling eye."

APPENDIX.
THE FAMOUS PROPHECY OF CAZOTTE.

The belief in prophecy which has been entertained
by liberal-minded and religious persons from the most
ancient times, and which has been opposed chiefly by
modem animalism, is so ·well sustained by examples
of successful prophecy, that no ·well balanced and well
disciplined mind can reject it. Of course we cannot
recognize as well disciplined, the minds that yield
passively either to social vulgarism or to college dogmatism.
T he prediction of Monsieur Cazotte concerning the
events of the F rench Reign of Terror, recorded by
the celebrated writer, J. F. de La Harpe, the companion of Voltaire, in his posthumous memoirs published at Paris, 1806, is in several respects the most
satisfactory of modern prophecies. Prof. Gregory
says : " It was well known in all its details, both in
Paris and London, at times when everyone thought it
a mere dream . I have seen persons who heard of it
very soon after it was delivered, and who remembered
hearing it ridiculed in society as absurd. I t is particularly worthy of notice that Cazotte, who was a man
of a very peculiar turn of mind, and much addicted to
the study of occult science, was also subject to fits of
abstraction, reverie or dreaming, in which he seems
to have been clairvoyant, and that this was far from
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being the only occasion in which he utterc::d predi c~
tions which were verified."
La Harpe says : '' It appears to me but yesterday,
and yet it was early in 1788. • We were dining with
one of the members of our Academy, a man of rnnk
and talent. The guests were numerous, and of all
ranks; courtiers, lawyers, writers, academicians, etc. ;
as usual, they had feasted. At desert, the wines of
Malvoisie and Constantia gave to the gayety of the
company that sort of license not always discreet ; they
had arrived at that pitch where anything was a llowable to raise a laugh. Chamfort had read to us sonH:!
of his impious and libertine tales; and the grl!at ladies
had listened without having recourse to their fans.
Then arose a deluge of jokes on religion . One quoted
a tirade of La Pucelle, and then recollected these
philosophic verses by Diderot: "Bt des boynux 1111 drrnier pretre
Serrer le cou uu ueruier roi,''

and applauded them. A third rose, and holding a
brimming glass said : ' Sirs, I am as sure that there
is no God, as I am that Homer is a fool;' and in fact
he was as sure of one as of the other.
" The conversation then became more serious; they
were fi1ll of admiration at the revolution effected by
Voltaire, and agreed that he had thus won the highest title to glory. He had given the prevailing tone
to his age, and was equally read in the antechamber
and the drawing-room. One of the guests told us
with bursts of laughter that his hairdressc::r had said
to him : 'You see, sir, although I am no more than a
poor-apprentice barber, I have no more religion than
the others.' It was agreed that the revolution would
soon be completed ; that superstition and fanaticism
., J.1~ Harpr. who uif'•l In 1803, was forty-nine yenrd of nge, null an
nnleut Hobcspierrnun 1·cpnhlicu11 wlll'n this proµhecy w11" uttered. The
propbei.:y of <.:uzotte wus 11tte.~te,1 uot 111111• by L11 Harpe, !Jut by 1'Inuume
Geuli~,

the Couute~~ Heauha.ruub, iUlu 0Ltie1·~.
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must absolutely give way to philosophy; and we set
about calculating the probable time of its supremacy,
and who among them would witness the advent of tlzc
age of reason. The aged lamented the improbability
of their beholdin~ it, while the young rejoiced in the
hope of seeing it reach its meridian glory. The
Academy was above all congratulated on having prepared the great work, and on having been the principal promoters of liberty of th'.ought.
" One alone of the guests had not taken part in the
gaiety of the conversation, and had even passed a f\!w
quiet jokes on our fine enthusiasm : it was Cazottc,
an amiable and original man, but unfortunately infatuated with the reveries of the Illuminati. He took
up the conversation, and in a serious tone said:
'Gentlemen, be content; you will all witness this
grand and sublime revolution that you so much desire.
You know I am a ltttle inclined to prophecy. •I repeat, you will see it.' They replied by the wellknown line, 'No need to be a sorcerer to see that.'
' Be it so; but perhaps a little of the prophetic spirit
is necessary to foresee what remains for me to tell
you . Do you know what will be the result of this
revolution -what will happen to you all? Do you
know what will be the immediate practical effect, the
recognized consequence to all here present I' 'Ah,
tell us,' said Condorcet, with his insolent and half sappressed smile, 'a philosopher is not sorry to encounter
a prophet. ' 'For you, Monsieur de Condorcet, you
will die wretched on the floor of a dungeon ; you will
die of the poison that you will take in order to avoid
the block; of the poison which tlze hajfz1zcss of that
time will oblige you to carry about with you.'
"At first much surprise was exhibited, but they
presently recollected that the good Cazotte was subject to waking dreams, and they laughed heartily.
' J\.fonsicror Cazottc, the tale that you have told is
not so agreeable as your JJiablc Amo1treux" (a novel
of Cazotte's.)

" But what devil has put the dungeon and poison
and executioners into your head? What can that
have to do with philosophy and the reign of reason?"
" That is exactly what I am telling you; it is in the
name of philosophy, of humanity and liberty, and
under the reign of reason that you will thus end your
career, and well may it be called the reign of rcasou,
for she will then occupy all the churches, and there
will not then be in all France any otht>r temples than
those dedicated to the Goddess of Reason." ' ' By
my faith (said Cham fort with a sarcastic laugh), you
will not be a priest in those temples." " I hope not,
but you, Monsieur de Chamfort, who will be one,
and a most worthy one, ·will open your veins with
twenty-two razor cuts, and yet you will not die for
some months afterwards." They looked at each
other and laughed again. "You, Monsieur Vicq
d' Azyr, will not open your own veins, but you will
have them opened six times in one day in an attack
of the gout, in order to be sure of your end, and you
will die in the night. You, Monsieur de Nicolai, \\;U
die on the scaffold; you, Monsieur Bailly, on the
scaffold; you, Monsieur de Malesherbes, on the scaffold." "Ah, heaven be thanked (said Ruocher),
this gentleman, it seems, only wants the Academicians, he has made a great slaughter; and myself,
for mercy's sake? " '' You? You also will die on
the scaffold." " Oh ! what a guesser; he has sworn
to exterminate all of us." "No, it is not I who have
sworn." "But shall we then be conquered by Tartars and Turks?" ''No, not at all. I have already
told you, you will then be governed by philosophy
and reason alone. Those who will thus b·eat you
will all be philosophers ; will have at the time on
their tongues the same phrases that you have uttered
during the last hour; will repeat all your maxims,
and, like you, will recite the verses of Diderot and

La Pucelle."
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"Everybody \\as whispe1;11g, "you see he is
mad," for he was perfectly se1;ous and solemn. "It
it easy to see that he is joking, and he always introduces the marvdous into his jests." "Yes (replied
Chamfort), but his marvelousness is not gay; it
savors too much of the gibbet. But when is all this
to happen?" '' Six years \\ill not have passed before
all that I have said will be accomplished."
"You talk of miracles ( ancl now it was I who
spoke), but you have not included me in your list."
" You will then be a miracle, no less wonderful, for
you will then be a Christian." At this there were
many exclamations of surp1;se "Ah, (said Chamfort), I am relieved. If we shall only perish when
La Harpe becomes a Christian we shall be immortal." "As for us (then said Madame la Duchesse de
Grammont), women ase \'cry happy to rank for nothing in revolutions. When I say for nothing, I do not
mean to say that we do not meddle a little, but our
sex is exempt." " Your sex, ladies, will not save
you this time; you had better meddle \Vith nothing,
for you will all be treated as men, without the least
difference.'' " But what do you mean, Monsieur
Cazotte? You are preaching to us the end of the
world." " I know nothing about that, but what I
do know is that you, Madame la Duchesse, will be
taken to the scaffold, you and many other laclies with
you, in the executioner's cart with your h,mds tied
hehin<l your back." "Ah, I hope in that case I shall
at least have a carriage hung with black."
" No, madame; ladies of higher rank than yourself will, like you, go in a cart with their hands
bound behind them." "Of higher rank! What!
Princesses of the blood ! " '' Of still higher rank ! ,.
At this the company began to be agitated and the
brow of the host grew dark and lowering. All began
to feel that the joke grew serious. In order to dispel
the cloud, Madame de Grammont, instead of noticing
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this reply, said in a lively tone: "You see he will
not even let me have a confessor." "No, Madame;
neither you nor any one else will have one. The
last of the condemned who will have one, as a special
favor, will be - " He hesitated. • 'Well, who is the
happy mortal that will enjoy this prerogative?" "It
is the last that will remain to him - it will be the
king of France."
"The master of the house hurriedly arose, and all
was confusion. Approaching M. Cazotte, he said to
him impressively : '' l\Iy clear J\fonseiur Cazotte, we
have had enough of this mournful farce. You ca1Ty it
too far, and will not only compromise yourself, but
the whole company." Cazotte made no reply, but
preferred to depart. \Vhen Madame de Grammont,
who was always merry, turned towards him and said:
'' Sir Prophet, you have told us all our good fortunes,
but you have said nothing of your own." He mused
for some time with his eyes cast down. '' Madame,
have you read 'The Siege of Jerusalem in Josephus?' " " Oh, certainly, who has not? But tell
me as though I had not reacl it." " Well, Madame,
during the siege there was a man who, for seven days
and nights, walked the ramparts incessantly, in the
sight of besieged and besiegers, shouting in a sad
and loud voice: •\Voe to Jerusalem!' and on the
seventh day he cried: '\Voe to Jerusalem! Woe to
mvself ! ' " at which moment an enormous stone cast
b)~ the enemies' machines, struck him and crushed
him to death." On Raying this, Cazotte bowed <md
retired."
These predictions were wonderfully fulfilled. La
Harpe, from being a supporter of Robespierre,
became disgusted with the revolution and adopted
religious views. Bailly was executed in their usual
savage style by the Jacobins, November, II, 1793.
I.Iis profound scientific and historic writings, and his
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eminent sen·ices as mayor of Paris, and as president
of the National Assembly, inspired no mercy in the
savages. The learned and exemplary Malesherbes
was arrt:!sted in December, 1793• and executed April
22, 1794. Thus both met their fate within the six
years allo·wed by Cazotte.
Of Chamfort, the brilliant wit and furious revolutionist, Chambers' Cyclopedia says that he died in
1794 (within the six years of Cazotte). He had
been once arrested for his reckless expressions, and
being threatened with a second arrest, he attempted
suicide with pistol and poignard, and, shockingly
hacked and shattered, dictated to those who came to
arrest him, the well known declaration: "I, Sebastian Roch Nicholas Chamfort, declare that I would
soon suffer death as a freeman than be conducted as
a slaYe to prison." Ile did not die immediately, but
lingered a while in the charge of a gen d'arme.
R oucher was ·put to death August 7, 1794, Cazotte
was executed September 25, 1792, and Vicq D'Azyr
died June 20, 1794·
P rof. Gregory says : '' When for the first time I
read this astonishing prediction, I thought that it was
only a fiction of La Harpe's, and that that celebrated
critic wished to depict the astonishment which would
have seized persons distinguished for their rank, tneir
talents, and their future, if several years before the
revolution, one could haye brought before them the
causes which were preparing, and the frii;htful consequences which would follow. The enquiries which
I have since made and the information I have gained
have induced me to change my opinion.
M. le
Comte, A. de Montesquieu, having assured me that
Madame de G enlis had r epeatedly told him that she
had often heard this prediction related by M . de la
H arpe, I begged of him to have the goodness to
solicit from that lady more ample details. This is
her reply:
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Noy1nmrm, rR25.
" I think I have somewhere placed among my i;(l11vcnirs, the anecdote of M. Cazotte, but I am not ~11rt'.
I h:we hear.cl it related a hun(lred times by l\t. de La
Harpe, be/ore the revolution, and always in the same
form as
have met with it in print, and as he, himself, has caused it to be printed. This is all that I
can say or certify, or authenticate by my signature.

r

COUNTESS DE GENLIS."

" I have also seen the son of .l\'L Cazotte, who assured me that his father was gifted in a most remarkable manner with a facu1ty of prevision, of which he
had numberless proofs; one of the most remarkable
of which was that on returning home, on the day on
which his daughter had succeeded in delivedng him
from the hands of the wretches who were conductinO'
him to the scaffold, instead of partaking of the joy of
his surrounding family, he declared that in three days
he should be again arrested, and that he should then
undergo his fate; and in truth he perished on the 25th
of September, 1792, at the age of seventy-two.
''In reference to the above narrative, .M . Cazotte,
Jr. would not undertake to affirm that the relation of
La Harpe was exact in all its expressions, but had not
the smallest doubt as to the reality of the.facts.
"I ought to add that a friend of Vicq d' Azyr, an
inhabitant of Rennes, told me that that celebrated
physician, having travelled into Brittany some years
before the revolution, had related to him, before his
family, the prophecy of Cazotte. It seemed that notwithstanding his skepticism, Vicq cl' Azyr was uneasy
about this prediction.
A letter on this subject from Baron Delamothe
Langon, addressed to M. Mialle, gives additional confirmation as follows : ''You inquire of me, my dear friend, what I know
concerning the famous prediction of Cazotte menlioned

by La Harpe. I have heard Madame la Comtessc
de Beauhamais many times assert that she was present at this very singular historical fact. She related
it always in the same way, and with the accent of
truth ; her evidence is fully corroborated by that of
La Harpe. She spoke thus, before all the persons
of the society in which she moved, many of whom
still live, and could equally attest this assertion. You
may make what use you please of this communication.
Adieu, my good old friend. I remain with inviolable
attachment, Yours,
BARON DELJ\l\10TlIE LANGON.

To obtain the light of psychometry in understanding
the powers of Cazotte, I took down a report of Mrs.
D.'s impressions from the concealed words," :Monsieur
Cazotte at Paris, I788,'' which were as follows: •·I
feel an intellectual glow. It b a man of fine abilities
- of great individuality of character. I think he is
in the spirit world. He had remarkable powerspowers of divination. It brings clearness and freshness
of thought. It seems like one before the public as a
leader or teacher. He seems of the past, sixty or
seventy years back or more. He lived in the last
century chiefly. very little in this. (Ile died in I792. )
" He had wonderful powers - he was so prophetic
and so sound.. His powers were psychometric within himself - to make wise sayings.
He felt
things that were to happen to people. He predicted
a great many things that occurred. He did not compre hend what gave him that power.
"He seems something like Swedenborg. I don't
think he attributed his predictions to spirit power.
lie was not religious in the ordinary sense of the
word . He had very peculiar views - he was rather
iconoclastic.
" He won many friends. He was sought and respected. He was interested in governmental affairs,
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but would be unpopular with the authorities. He had
a careless way of expressing himself, and might provoke the rabble, though he was rather a favorite with
the people. He was an aristocrat.
(What do you think of his prophetic power?) " I
think he seldom failed in his predictions. He was
very correct in gh·ing the dates at which things would
occur. He would predict a person's death, and it
would occur as he predicted.
(How does he compare with other prophets?) "He
compares well ·with Daniel. He was more correct,
and · had a greater variety of power. He was acquainted with astrology. He was very independent.
(What was the end of his life?) " He was dealt
with harshly. He had persecution from priestly
sources. He was brought before some tribunal. The
priests considered him in league with the devil.
Ile was sought by society, which created envy and
jealousy. Many went to him to know of the future."

FREQ.YE!.'\CY OF PREVISION.

I have not met with any examples of prevision quite
as remarkable in circumstance and dramatic force as
that of M. Cazotte, but I have had many illustrations
of a power equally distinct and satisfactory in its
predictions, in the experience of Mrs. B., and of
others whom I have made acquainted with Psychometry. Mr. Charles Dawbarn, of New York, has been
especially successful in foreseeing future events and
conditions. Ile has made several predktions concerning myself which have been accurately fulfilled; ,
one relating to my residence two years later, another
referring to the publicalion of this volume. About
six vears since he was sittin·r with other guests in
the parlor of a Health Institut; in Owego, New York,
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when two ladies who had just arrived, were introduced, being strangers to all but the hostess. Psychometry soon became the subject of conversation,
when these ladies, mother and daughter, defied him
to look into their surroundings, l\Ir. D. turned to the
senior lady and said : '' Madam, in six months you
and your daughter will be working for a living. In
about eighteen months you will again be in comfortable circumstances." Of coursl! this was deemed
increclible, but in due time it was fulfilled. Their
property had been in oil wells, which ceased to produce, and they had to open hoarding houses to earn
their livelihood, but after eighteen months their propt::rty became more valuable than ever, placing them
in independent circumstances. These details have
been verified by the ladies, whom I know to be intelligent and reliable.
Early in 1882 Mr. Dawbarn fell in with an intelligent lady who was a student and candidate for graduation in a medical college, but depressed in spirits and
fearful of failure in her.graduation. Mr. D. looked
into her future and assured her that she would pass a
creditable examination; would then travel to the
West, make money rapidly and then send for her preceptor to associate with her in professional business.
This was all fulfilled; I had the pleasure of signing
her diploma. She was financially successful, and has
associated with her preceptor in California.
l\fr. Dawbarn's descriptions of disease and of
character are as remarkable as his prevision. A gentleman about a year ago asked his opinion of a
certain lady; Mr. D. replied that she was a victim
of the opium habit. The gentleman was quite
shocked at this re,·elation, and made careful inquiries
of the lady and her friends, which satisfied him that
1\fr. D. was mistaken, but three weeks after telling
him that it was a mistake, he wrote to Mr. Dawbarn
from Saratoga that he had just ascertained that the
" statement was a horrible truth."
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About five years ago. a lady (the sister of a New
physician), living in an adjoining county. was quite
ill, and a consultation of physicians decided that they
could give her no relief. Her husband sent a lock of
her hair to her brother, the physician in New Y ork,
for psychometric examination, who handed it to Mr.
Dawbarn. l\fr. D. declared that the lady would gi,·e
birth to a monstrosity. The doctor considered this a
failure, but in six weeks from that time she was
relieved, by instruments, of a false conception, which
verified Mr. Dawbarn's precl;ction.
Mr. Dawbarn is i-ometimes bold and emphatic in
his opinions. ·when making New Year calls in 1880,
he was greeted in a New York mansion by a lady and
her daughter, who at that moment had no other callers. The lady handed him a small note, an inch or
two square and asked him the character of the writer.
l\fr. D. promptly pronounced the writer an unprincipled scoundrel, who was paving his way to the state's
prison. The statement was very coldly received, and
l\fr. D. quickly withdrew. The opinion he had given
led to a detective inquiry into the private life of the
man, who was beginning to pay attentions to the
young lady. It was disco\'ered that he was leading
the life of a gross sensualist. and that under the guise
of respectable medical practice he wa::; violating the
law in a manner which must result, sooner or later,
in criminal prosecution. Of course his further attentions were declined.
Dr. S. J. Damon, of l\lassachusetts, whom I made
acquainted with Psychometry and Sarcognomy fou r
years since, has applied both sciences in his practice
with signal success, gaining for himself a ve1·y large
practice and an em·iabk reputation in diagnosis,
prognosis and cure - a success which he attributes
to his no,·cl scientific instruction.
In the first week of ~lay last. a lady called from a
distance with a lock of hair, to obtain his psychom-

etric opinion. He told her it was from a young lady
very low in consumption, and described her general
appearance-then announced that nothing could be
done for her, but to make her comfortable, as she
must die about the twenty-fifth. The lady who was
the mother, thought she would li,·e much longer, and
in reply Dr. Damon said: •·Your daughter will not
live until the twenty-fifth." ] Ier brother called soon
after her death, and informed the doctor that she died
on the evening of the twenty-fot~rth at \Vickford, R. I.
I n another recent instance he was called upon by
Dr. G. with a letter from his wife. Dr. G. states the
result in his own language: "D~. Damon began as
follows: 'I am taken away from here to a place,'
gi,·ing a full description of the house, color, surroundings, etc., also the location of different objects
inside, together with a little lame boy crawling about
upon the floor. Finally he saw my wife. After
describing her accurately, he told me of all the
troubles of which she had cornplai11ed. He also told
me I would move from there to a cottage, giving a
perfect description of the same, even to a description
o[ the men who were to move us, every part of which
was strictly true. This was some weeks before we
moved, and the place I had never seen before I
moved into it."
A very large volume might be filled with such
illustrations of the intuiti,·e pl'rception, or spiritual
sight, and foresight of hundreds of psychometric
physicians and teachers in this country whose numbers will soon be increased to thousands, whose
instructive words will rouse the torpid intelligence
that has been paralyzed by the college and tlie
church - the resenroirs of ancient ignorance - in
whose malarious atmosphere no ,·igorous free thought
can flourish, and who~e h0stility against any new
truth is in proportion to its revolutionary and elevating power.
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It would require an eloquent tongue. indeed, to
portray the consequences to humanity when the
divine element in man shall be recognized and
obeyed - when the unpardonable sin of striving to
repress the H oly Spirit shall cease to be repeated,
nnd nations shall yield to the guidance of the Divine
wisdom, incarnated in man, which comprehends the
future, and through which the noble words: " Tit\'
KINGDO)I co111E," so. often uttered, unmeaningly,
shall come to their fulfilment.
How mngnificent the contrast between the vast
dark area of ancient history, in which we see nations
staggering along blindly· into gulfs of destruction,
making all lauds red with human blood, and all
private life a struggle and war between antagonistic
purposes, blindly pursued, and the enJightened ages
to come, in which the world shall be at peace, society
in harmony, and all calamities averted by the far
seeing wisdom which comprehends this life and that
which is to come. That wisdom shall guide and
harmonize all things, and one of its most important
applications which I haYe not yet mentioned (this
little volume being inadequate to doing justice to my
themes), is the parental guidance of youth:
THE DESTINY OF THE YOUNG

Is· the most important thought that dwells in the
parental mind. For them we toil and to them we
leave our names and the external fruits of our life
work, as well as the interior powers of our souls .
Vje would fain know if their feet are to tread in paths
of honor or dishonor, of happiness or misery, and if
we can do aught to determine their fate with certainty.
Psychometry gives this far seeing comprehension,
and loving mothers by the million will hereafter seek
its guidance and consolation. The younger the child
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the more uncertain its parents mnl'lt he as to its character and destiny, and almosl as uncertain concernfog
the disciplint and direction that should be adopted.
Having received the photograph of an interesting
child, whose future I wished to foresee, for the sake
of the parents, I placed the picture in the hands of
Mrs. B., who, in such cases, never sees the picture
but only touches it. Tl1e following is the impression
that she gave, and the subsequent life of the boy corresponds thus far with her opinions.
" I like this influence. It brings a pleasant impression. It seems youthful - not an advanced mind.
It seems a precocious mind of very strongly marked
traits of character, but the faculties are not unfolded.
It seems like a child.
" It has a maturity we do not often see It has
the germ of a distinguished manhood. He seems
well, but not of a robust organization. They will
have to be careful not to overcrowd him in his
studies, and to keep him back rather than push
ahead.
" There is great amiability of disposition, which
is natural to him. He is very sensitive and will suffer a great deal from not being understood as he
grows up. He is not calculated for the rough and
tumble of life, but lives in the interior - in the spirit.
•• If he lives and is not cramped or forced to an
unnatural position, he will unfold superior qualities
and be very independent. If he has opportunities,
he will probably be a reformer in his views, and
philanthropic.
He will be studious and desire a
profession rather than a business life.
" They must be careful of this child until he is
seven years old, for his organism is not strong, and
must not be taxed. His intellect is loo active for his
body. He should_ be out of doors to play ball and
other games and sports - not shut up with a book.
He may take a fancy to some of the arts but I do not
~hink he would like it as a profession.

"-He has a very spiritual development and religious
tendency, but is not likely to be a clergyman. lf he
decides for himself, theology would not be his choice.
I would like to make a statesman of him. He will
be a good speaker, and would like to understand
governmental matters and look deeply into all subjects.
" He is not in the least selfish, but is a self-reliant
character when left to act for himself - yet is liablt!
to yield too much to the wishes of his parents. Ile
should be thrown upon his own resources early in
life."
Such children will often be born when matrimonial
unions are guided by psychometric wisdom, and
when they are placed under the developing and
ennobling influences of truly intellectual, industrial
and love-inspiring schools, as mustrated in my work:
"1\foRAL EoucATION," the world's redemption from
the ancient tyranny of poverty, pestilence, crime and
war. will be accomplished. Science, wisdom and
love shal1 rule the world under a smiling Heaven.
Until that time arrives, let us pray by earnest labor
in diffusing truth,
"THY KINGDOl\I COME.

Apt>enduc.
[From the

~Medical

Advocate-New York.]

.Foreign Reproduction of American Discoveries,
BY JOSEPfI RODES

BUCJLL~AN,

.M. D., BOSTON.

At the late m·eeting of the French Association for
the advancement of Science, held at Grenoble, France,
Drs. Bourru and Bu rot presented a paper on the action
of medicines which attracted much attention and created .
muchsurprise. From the accounts published in French
medical journals, it appears that the experiments of
Bourru and Burot illustrate the power of medicines to
affect the constitutions of sensitives without absorption
and without contact.
The experiments reported by MM. Bourru and
Burot were submitted to the critical investigation of
Dr. Duprony, Director of the School of Naval Medical Officers at Rochefort, where the experiments were
made, who undertook a strict investigation, aided by

the Professors of the Naval School and Naval Medical
Officers. The experiments were repeated with every
precaution, and when the paper above mentioned
was read before the French Association, Dr. Duprony
endorsed the statements and referred to his own experiments, which had been very startling to him, and
which he could not explain, though he knew that no
assumption of fraud was in the least admissible.
The subjects of the experiments which were performed in the hospital at Rochefort in 1885, were a
young man of twenty-two years, and a woman of
twenty-six-both of a hysteric or nervous organization. The medicines used were held a few inches behind the patient's head-the liquids contained in a bottle, and the solid substances wrapped in a paper- the
patients knowing nothing of the nature of the experiments. The phenomena as summarized by Dr. Myers,
were as follows :

Appendi:..·.
" The narcotics all produced sleep, but each had
its characteristic features: Opium produced a heavy
sleep, from which it was difficult to rouse them, and
which left some headache and weariness; chloral produced a lighter sleep; morphia a sleep like that of
opium, which could be made less deep by the use of
atropine; narceine a sleep of a peculiar type, accompanied by salivation, and ending in a sudden
waking to a state of anxiety and distress. The sleep
of codeia, thebaine, and narcotine was accompanied
by a more or less convulsive movement. In the same
way, the effect of each of the emetics was characteristic: Apomorphia produced profuse sickness without
straining, followed by headache and drowsiness; ipecacuanha lead to less sickness but much salivation,
and a peculiar taste in the mouth; tartar emetic much
nausea and great depression.
"So, too, with the alcohols : Wine was followed
by jovial intoxication; amylic alcohol by intoxication
with great violence; aldehyde by rapid and complete
prostration, as of dead drunkenness; absinthe by paralysis of the limbs. Orange flower water an.d camphor had a quieting action, producing natural sleep.
The effects of laurel water were unexpected and its
action in consequence was often tested, but found to
be always constant in each patient. In the man, it
produced convulsive movements of the thorax, spasmodic breathing, salivation, and hiccough. In the
woman, who was a Jewess, there was first a religious
ecstacy, in which she acted a drama of adoration,
prayer, and repentance, which was followed by spasmodic bre~thing; this was considt!red to constitute a
physiological analysis of the effects of law-el water.
"Valerian produced some bizarre phenomena of
excitement, as it does in cats; cantharides a feeling
of burning in mucous surfaces, which was stopped by
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camphor; verab·ia the symptoms of a cold in the head,
of a congestion of the back of the nose, and disturbances of sight ; jaborandi and pilocarpine made the
patients sweat, and salivated them. The anresthetics
were followed first by excitement, and afterward by
sleep, as in their ordinary surgical use."
In the verificati9n of these experiments by Dr. Duprony, an incident occurred, serving to show that the
thoughts of the experimenters had nothing to do with
the production of the effects. The professors were
present when a gentleman who had two similar bottles
in his pocket, wrapped in papers, containing one valerian and the other cantharides, held up the bottle to
the patient which he thought contained the cantharides. To his surprise, the effects which belong to
valerian were produced, and then he found that he
had made a mistake, and was holding up the bottle of
valerian.
Drs. Bourru .and Burot tried a number of other patients, in many or whom they found similar though
less marked results. They are carrying on their experiments, and \Ye shall in time have a full exposition
from them. They are with their coufrcrcs quite puz- .
zlecl over these facts, and rather inclined to believe in
a radiant nerve force, forming a communication between the patient and the medicines. They are just
beginning to learn the trans-corporeal powers of the
nervous system.
There is nothing in these French experiments, and
in the mctallo-therapie which has made a sensation in
Paris, but what has been understood, repeated a
thousand times, and publicly taught in this country, both
in medical colleges and in popular lectures, during the
past forty years, except in the particular method of
holding the medicines behind the head of the subject,
which I have not adopted in public, because it would
merely have intensified that marvelousness which excites opposition.
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Jn my recently published "Manual of Psychom~
try ," the history of my investigations is given, showing that in 1841, after having discovered the seat of
sensibility in the human brain, which l ascertained by
extensive observations between 1837 and 1840, beyond
all doubt, and which has been more re\:ently verified by
the very remarkable experiments of Professor Ferrier.
I instituted experiments upon the po\ver of human sensibity in feeling impressions from substances in contact or proximity.
These experiments established the proposition, that
in the Southern part of the United States a very large
majority of the population (and in some places all)
are capable of feeling the medical influence of any
substance held in the hands, or in contact with the
person, although it may be contained in a bottle
(if a liquid) or well wrnpped and concealed in paper.
In large medical classes of 150 or more in number,
I have found a majority to be thus impressible in various degrees, many being able in five or ten minutes to
give as accurate a description of the effects of a medicine as if they had taken a large dose in the ordinary
way.
In five medical colleges in which I have been engaged since 1845, I have made these things familiar
by instruction and by experiments, and have often
published them in the 7011rual ef llfan, "System of
Anthropology,"" Therapeutic Sarcognomy," "Manual of Psychometry," and liberal medical journals.
Nevertheless, I presume the French experimenters
were totally unacquainted with ~uch facts, for they are
generally unknown in the majority of the medical
schools of this country. This is clue to the lamentable
fact that the divisions produced by party spirit in the
medical profession are as wide, and the sectarianism as
intense a~ that which separates the numerous sects of
the Christian Church; in consequence of which, know!-
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edge developed in a minority party is looked upon as a
hostile element, and systematically ignored.
Belon~ing myself to a minority party in the profession, wluch cannot claim over ten thousand members,
I was assured by my quondam friend, the late Professor S. D. Gross of Philadelphia, that it would be impossible for any of my discoveries to be looked at by
the American Medical Association, as their code was
in the way; and I have ever regarded it as equally
useless to offer any statement 9f such discoveries to
medical journals attached to that party. Perhaps I
may have done unintentional injustice to some of their
conductors in acting on this opinion, but I have never
been disposed to offer my services where they were
not desired. Nor shall I detail my experiments at
present, as I have not been invited by the editor of the
Popular Science .Aionthly to do so, for I inight perchance mention some facts a little more marvelous

than those reported to the French Society for the Advancement of Science, and by them honorably received. But in this country, the magnanimity of the
French Society is not known in high quarters, and the
announcement of a marvelons fact or discovery is the
most dangerous experiment that an American scientist
can make.
[The above is the paper which was offered a few
clays since to the Popular Science .11Ioutlzly and
promptly refused, without giving a reason, as no reason could be given which would look well on paper.
The stolid hostility to liberal scientific investigation
which characterizes allopathic medical journals, extends to the Pojmlar Sct"ence Jlfonthly, as it is controlled now not by Professor E. L. Youmans, but by
Dr. W. J. Youmans, who belongs to the party which
has ever been the most stu-bborn and intolerant foe of
progress-the party whose bigotry so far surpasses
European intolerance as to have disgusted the profession abroad.

Appendix.
The refusal of medical societies, medical journals,
and medical colleges of the dominant party to examine the simple and demonstrable facts of human impressibility by medicines, shows as forcibly ~s anything
can the necessity of medical reform and more honorable principles in the profession.
J. R. B • J

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.
Concerning contagion; medical diagnosis and its errors - Psycho·
metry in daily life, in war, among prisoners - Prophetic im·
prenions-Mme. Le Normand-Prophetic warnings-Predictions of war and peace - Clear vision of the blind Descriptions of Spunheim, Darwin, Cresar, and DiogenesPsychometric description of animals.

Since the publication of the second edition of the
Manual of Psychometry, so many of the aspects of this
subject appear to demand attention, that a cursory
glance in an additional chapter seems to be required.
As to CONTAGION, alluded to on pages 64 to 68, part
2nd, the medical profession are greatly in need of
psychometric science, which would show them that
contagion is not a matter to be estimated, like chemical affinity, by invariable rules, but depends more on
the temperament of the individwal than the characteristics of the disease. To a sensitive psychometer all
diseases and indeed all conditious of mind and body
may be cont.'\gious, for he may, in investigating the
condition of a person at a distance, without any connecting link (guided only by a mime), attain so close a
sympathy with his diseases as to be injured by the
sympathetic recognition, or so close a sympathy with
his mental qualities as to be materially affected in his
own natnre. Indeed, this is one of the methods most
available for psychometric culture of character.
Hence, instead of a dogmatic discussion whether a
disease is necessarily or invariably contagious, it should
be recognized that every cli::;ease exerU> a pathological
influence on those who are near the person, in propor-
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tion to their impressibility, ancl hence that precautions
should be taken by the sensitive against too close a
familiarity with diseases not recognized as contagious,
for the contact of the old, the infirm, the melancholy,
and ill-tempered, or even of those feeble in mind or
body, has an i11fl11e11ce upo11 all who have not a strong
resisting constitution, while on the othe1· hand a certain degree of hanlilwou and vital force may re11tler
even small-pox aucl the severest fevers incapable of
transfer. There are some whose coustitutions even resist
vaccination.
The insensible contagion of character is continually
operating on the young in society and in education.
It was well said by President Garfield tliat, "It has
long been my opiuion that we are all edncatetl, whether
children, men, or women, far more by personal influence than by books and the apparatus of tbe schoolroom. The pri '·ilege of sitting down before a great,
clear-headed, lai·ge-hearted mau, and breathing the
atmosphere of his life, and being dra.wn np to him and
lifted op by him, and ]earning his methods of thinking
and living, is, in itself, an eiwrmous educating power."
The same thing l S illustrated by what may be called
mol'al epidemics, wl1en a rage for speculation, for war,
for rnobocracy, or f~r c<'rtain crimes, seems to be
diffused iu society. Sucl1 facts led a newspaper editor
to say that "Moral virns is just as communicable from
person to person as the virus of dysentery or yellow
fever."
Dr. T. D. Crothers says: "The delusions of the insane are often projected one
to another, and many instances are on record of entire
families, otherwise sane, who are infected with tlie
delusion of some member who is insaue. The early
Listory of nia11y cases of inebriety affords striking
examples of mental co11t:igio11 . The victim frequent:'\
bad company and is i11tlue11cetl Ly iueLriates. A 11y
careful study of a uurnber of cases of iuebtiet.y wilt
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show that the causation came direct through the
iutluence of another. .i\Ien previously te111pernte are
Ri:I positively affected Uj' the CCJUtagiou of an inebl'iale
as they would ue from a germ of small-pox."
'l'he story is told of a young Spaniard in Bostou who
never weut to a dinner party without becoming intoxicated by "the fumes of the wine" and the general
excitement. All substances with which we are iu
coutact, or from which we l'eceive odors, exert au
i11flue11ce. Those who am engaged in manufacturing
Pa,ris green suffer greatly from its emanations. At the
works of the Hampden Paint and Chemical Company
teu or a dozen were recemly sick at one time from this
cause. One of those euguged in putting the con1pou11<l
in boxes ha<l to go to the hospital in Springfield. The
manufacture of dynamite is equally dangerous. A St.
Louis newspaper says : "One of the girl victims thus
describes her sufferi11gs: 'The other day a man came
in here saying he wanted girls to \Vork ou dynamite.
Six of us went to his house. You take nitro-glycerine
and something else, and work it up into a paste with
the fiuge1·s iuto pellets. Ten pounds of these pellets
are put iuto a shell an<l sealed up. All I had to do
was to mix the paste. After a while I noticed the girl
behind me growing pale; she began to reel on her
chair and grow faint ancl dizzy. Presently she turned
to me and said, "I guess l'm sick," 1\nd tlie11 she
fainted. I felt a little queer myself after we got out,
but kept on. Pretty soon something seeruetl to stab
me in both temples and run like streaks of lightning
above my ears and meet at the back of my head, when
a sharp,. splitting seusation was felt. I didn't remember anything 11Hn·e for a while, but when I came to, the
other git-ls were around me and we got outdoors.'
The wol"k is being caniecl on by a man in Iudianapolis
on a Government contract. An experiment is to be
tried at one of the militm'Y stations, and an unusually
large order had come in that must be filled immed-
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iately. This compelled him to get hands wl10 were
11ew to the work a11d knew nothing about t11e i·e:;ults.
l'he girls we1·e brave aud stuck to tJ1eir bn:;iness uutil
lltcy fainted at their posts. One girl describes her feeli11g a little differently from the others: 'There is a terrible
sinking feeling, then a pricking sensation in the fingers
that creeps up the arms. I thought my hau<ls were
going to sleep. i\Iy eyes burned, aud all at ouce that
stab came in the head. I seemed to sink out of space,
and my heart stopped with a jump.' "
Either the mineral, vegetable, or animal kingdom
may be the source of influences affecting man. The
character of the soil affects those wJ10 stand 011 it, and
this keen sympathy euaLles the sensitive to locate welJs
by the mysterious use of a divining rod, the power of
which is due to the sensitive constitution. Who does
not feel the healthful intluenee of the }Jiue forests.
Contagion between animals an<l. ma11 was a subject
of J.iscussio11 at a recent surgical congress in Frauce,
and although the conj;agiousness of tetanus from horses
was not generally admitted, Prof. Varneuil of Paris
stoutly maintained its truth. "He saicl that humau
beings are often attacked with teta1ms when liviug
with or near auimals affected with the disease, aud the
disease is most frequent among stable boys, horse
dealers, and iu general those whose· duties bring them
in contact with horses." .M. Blanc of Bombay
thought the disease to be contagious and communicated
sometimes through infected water. On the other ha11d,
the communication of tuberculosis from man to fowls
was proved 011 a. farm nt Cha.renton, in France, where
the fowls became infected and died from tubercular
consumption after being placed iu charge of n. consump·
tive farm servant.
The contagiousness of consumption is still discussed
by physicians, ancl opinions iu France were about
equally divided. Those who are devoted to germ
theories think it call be contagions only by means of the
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bacilli contained in the expectorations of patients.
CLHloubtedly substances emit,t,ed from the C011Sllffi}Jtive
carry colltagio11 with them, but that the contagious
influence does uot depend solely ou such causes is well
known popularly. Hence in Italy, where th~ warmth
of the climale iucreases the force of contagion, it is
common to burn the ful'Uiture of tbe apartment where
tho consumptive has died. That mere coutact or proximity can in.part tln11gero\IS pathological influences
in consumption, I know from my personal experience
as well as the observatirrn of tl1e sensitive.
Nothing shows more strikingly the communication
of disease by co11tact or proximity than experience
with diphtheria. The numerous cases in which contagion did not occur amount to nothing in contradicting
the evic.lence that when tlie right susceptibility exists,
even a momentary contact, n. J;:i~s, an embrace, sitting
in company, or handliug the clothes of the patient may
have fatal results. The secrejary of the State Board
of Health of l\faine mentio11s some decisive cases in a
late report. A young lady with a mild attack of diphtheria was embraced by lter mother and sisters when
she came home, and all took the disease; one died. No
other cases occurred in that vicinity. A cl1ild took the
diphtheria nncl died; the mother kissed the child, took
the diphtheria, and <lied within a week. A school
teacher in a neighborhood where diphtheria had not
bce11 seen for four years, visited a city where it
existed, came home with what }10 called a slight sore
iu the throat, opened school, n ml "in less than a week
six were lying ill with diphtheria, anrl the school was
closed. Five deaths ensuetl.-three being adults. A
nurse in a family where three children <lied of diphtheria refused to change her clothes on going home. In
ten days the diphtheria was developed in a fatal form in
11er family. Such cases defy all mechanical explanation.
Dr. E. 1\lcClellan, of the U. S. army, details three
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cases where cholera was originatl.'<l in t!1c U11itPtl f\tntes
by Euroveau e111igraut::; from cholendufectecl tli::;Ll'ict::i,
the Jiseu::;e appeari11g i11 u few dilJ::i after they unvacked
their clothing and baggage. Although mnu) st1ong
co11stitntioJ1s nl'e nLle to resist tl1is i11flne11ce, it is Rtatecl
Ly Dr. 'Velch that one-fourth of the 11mses em ployed
in the chulera hospital of Edinburgh, iu 18.J.8-\:l, took
t,lw di::;ea.::1e, aucl from tl1i1'Ly to forty per cent. of the
attendants i11 the cholera 11ospitnl of Moscow.
The barrier to contngion i::; found in the health and
vital force of the subject. Hence one who does not
yield to co11tagio11 i::; often the medium of its transmission, especially in cases of puerperal fever. A 1\l i::;souri
physician stated in a letter to the author: "l had to
q nit practi~ing mediciue 011 accmmt of the sensitiveness
of my nervous system. You state thnt magnetic physicians often suffer in tbnt way. I cannot say that l
suffer with the Jisea..o.;es. Tltcy unly, so to say, ttppl'Oach
me, and man ife::;t all their syrnplorns 011 111e, but always

yield at once to the mind as sotm ns I <liscO\'el' them,
and this is the Inst of tlio u:id effect, i;u for m> I am personally concerned; but I ff11<l t liat tlte afllict ion remains,
:;o to say, a pnrt of my atmosphel'e, aml is trn11smitted
fro n me to my wi(e antl childrn11 in a very acute man11er, unless I make a special strong effort to thrnw it
off by self-mnnipnlntion, changing ch1tlies, bathing,
etc. I even found that wheu maki11g JH'l.'parat io11s and
dilutions of thugs," a11tl giving the111 to patients, he
realized their symptoms. There are not a few who
realize the symptoms of their paiients whrnPYCt' they
concentrate nttention upon them, m11l they wl1n are tlius
sensitive excel in diagnu:-;is, and if sufficiently e11ergetic
attain a high rank in the profcssio11 lly thc·ir success.
PSYCHO~mTnY

IN l\fF.nICA L DTAONOSlS.

The great importance ancl nhsol11tc necessity of P sychomet1·y to guanl against tl1e i1111111uernl1le errors in
p1edical dinguosis may be enforced by a l.irief refore11ce
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to mistakes continually occurriug, a fair account of
which would requil'e a. volume. A frequent example
is found iu the imprisonmeut of persons on a charge
of lunacy, with the aid of inc ,inpetent or dishonest
pliysiciaus-whom investigatio11 pl'Oves to have been
s:ine. In the remarkable insttince of Sylvester S. Hall,
a builder, of l\Iinueapolis, a few weeks after his marriage
iu August, 1885, he was arrested on the street as an
escaped lunatic named .Joues, from the Hochester Insane Asylum. Three men identified him. This perfectly ratioual man was detained in the asylum uutil
March 4, 1888, when the examiners pronounced him
sountl, and J1e was discharged. Umler the guidauce of
Psychometry such a man would not have been detained
a day.
There are many diseases which are difficult of diagnosis \vithout the aid of Psychometry. Sir Thomas
\Vatsou says, in his able work on Practice, that the
diagnosis of pericanlitis "has been confessedly uncertain and obscure." Dr. Bright (from whom Bright's
disease takes its name) attended a young man in 1836
who died in three weeks with every appearance of
cerebral disease, for which he was treated. He was
"laboring under symptorns of severe chorea, the spasms
being more violent than ever seen iu that disorder. In
a few days the spasms assumed the character of the
most violent convulsions, his speech became indistinct,
there was difficulty in openi11g the mouth, and tlie
min<l began to wander. The delirium gradually increased until it was absolutely necessary to put him
under personal restrai11t." Of course it was treated as
cerebral disease, but the autopsy proved that he bad a
perfectly healthy bruin, lint there was effusion of lymph
on the interior of the pericardittm and slightly ou its
exterior, with vegetatious on the valves on the left side
of the hem·t.
According to Dr. Abercrombie, pericnnlitis may Le
going ou rapiilly yet iusitliously, while om attention
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is occupied by symptoms which have uo relation to it.
"This idea has been ill 11strated by Dr. Bnrrow!:l with
some strikiug examples of this 111i::;take, the disease
being referred exclusively to the braiu, and the treatmeut thus directed, with fatal results. In one of
these cases, recorded by Dr. Latham, occnrriJ1g in St.
Bartholomew's Hospital, all the symptoms led to the
belief that the brain was inflame(l. The whole force of
the treatment was therefore directed to that orga11.
The woman died, and upon dissection the brain au<l its
coverings were found in a perfectly healthy and natural
state, and the pericardium, towards which during life
thei·e was no symptom to induce the slightest suspicion
of disease, exhibited unequivocal marks of acute inflammation." This was a young woman. In another
case, a woman of forty was admitted into the same
)lospital, "suffering under slight delirium, fever, and
other symptoms of an inflammatory affection of the
brain, and did not present a single symptom referable
to the heart. She sank in about four clays after admis·
sion. - No disease was fonud in the brain or its membranes; the free surfaces of the pericardium were
coated with thick honeycomb lymph, which had evidently been effused within a few days previous to her
death.''
Dr. E. B. Foote of New York says: "I knew of
two cases within the past two years wherein one of the
most prominent surgeons in New York operatecl for
ovarian cyst when no such ilifli.culty existed, and both
patients died! I know of a11other case in which a gentleman, formerly on Gen. Fremont's staff, was said to
have stono in the kid11ey by several of the best (liagnosticians of the old school in this city. One who is
contemptuously called a quack told the major that 11is
trouble was ueuralgia of Lhe kidney rather than stone,
bnt he was not clispose1l to accept this opinion when it
was so contrary to that of the so-called lights of the
profession. So he went into a hospital, and a skiliul
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surgeon cnt down deep to reach the kidney. The kidney was to be l'emoved ! On reaching it, however, it
was found to be sound! It contained 110 stoue, and
the surgeon closed the wound, and fortuuately the
victim of this regular practice had the vitality to recover from his hazardous operation !
Dr. Gentry of Kansas City has related the case of a
lady who was treated three weeks for what the physicia,11 called malarial fever, without auy improvement,
notwithstanding his massive doses of quinine. Another
physician then treated her over a month for typhoid
malarial fever. The lady did not believe she had a
fever, and next called in Dr. G., who decided that ber
only trouble was displacement of the womb, from which
his treatment relieved her in three days.
Such are a few of the enormous blunders made by
those who have no psychometric perception.
The psychometric power reaches couditions which
defy all diagnosis from exterior syruvtorns, and gives a
delicate perception of conditions which cannot be expressed in words or taught by professors. I might
refer to an eminent physician, who rose into the highest
rank as a practitioner in a few year:> by his psychometric
skill, and bas at this time the hugest practice in this
country. His psychometric power is such that, at the
first interview with a patient, he describes his disease
in a very thorough manner without asking a question,
and determines what can be doue by i·emedies.
It is not only in the medical profession, but in every
clep:utment of life where human energy is struggling
with more or less unknown elements, that psychometry
gives a power to penetrate the region of dim uncerta.inties, and thus conquer difficulties otherwise unconquerable. The financial speculator, the gamble!', tlrn politician, the warrior, the traveller, tl1e lover, and the
manager of men in every sphere are indebted for their
greatest successes to this power, which guides them in
the most difficult crises. It was this intuitive power
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of grasping the entire situation which co11stituterl the
superiority of Gene1·al Gra11t. L ord Wolseley, in writing
of great collllll<mders, a:>t.:riues their greatest succes:> to
the power of u u<lerstaull iug au cl pe11ctrati11g the designs or condition of the e11e111v-a faculty in whit.:11
General j\foCJellan, notwi thst<tncfrng his tactical abi iity,
wa:> deficient.
Men of marvellous caree1·s are generally rne11 of pyschometric genius. General Gordon was oue. Seuor
Castelar said of him : "Gor<lo11, the Chinese, tl1e Egyptian, the Nubian, the Abyssiuia, the merchant, the warrior, the visionary, the clairvo,1J111d, the strange being,
admired an<l marvelled :~t for bis great auilities an<l
his extraordinary exploits, is the greatest type of originality among the Saxon rnces." 'Vhen he departed for
Egypt, it was with a presentiment that he would not
return.
Wherever there is a necessity for discovering what
the senses cannot reach, the b1t11itive faculty is forced
into operation. Thus clo the Indian chief and medicine man learn the designs a11d condition of their
enemies. It is stated by the missio11ary, R ev. Dr. S. H.
Riggs, in "Forty Year1:1 with tlio Sioux," that one of
the Indians 11a111ed Eagle Help was accustomed 'to act
as a war prophet. After fasting, prayer, a11d a peculiar
dance, he would have a vision of his enemies, seeing
the whole panorama where the hostile Ojibwas were
situated, i11 ca11ves or on the la11<l.
In the Sta.Le l'rison of Incliana, accordi11g to t11e
attorney-general and officers of the prison, there is as
complete a system of mysterious intelligence as that
which has astonished the B11glisli ill India. The
Indiancipoli1J Jou.1·nal says : " Inculents that must 11ecessnrily follow from intorco111mu11icaliou often happen i11 penitentiaries where the
rules are rigid and survcil11111ce so close that a convict
is never from under the eyu of a guard or taskmaster.
No matter to what extreme tliu rule J:lrohibiting co11-
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versation between convicts may be enforced, they find
some meaus by which to iuform themselves of what is
goiug on or what ii; to occui·. But, more thau this, a
Qouvict may conceive the i<lea of escape or revolt, and
for him to commtmicate it to one he wishes to have as
an accomplice is not difficult. They bring others into
the plot or plan until twenty or thirty know .it, details
[ur the carrying out of which each is assigned his particular part. This necessitates a thorough explauation
of minutire, and calls for a system of communication for
which a limited use of signs would not answer. The
system, whatever it is, involves, no doubt, an elaboration
of sigus, ai<led, whenever chance offers the weiius, by
written communication. The secret use of the latter
men.us for expressing ideas and purposes will not answer
for the completeness of infornrntion convicts obtain of
what takes place in prison walls, for, whetlier anything
occurs iu the office or the most distant part of the
prison, within fifteen miuutes there i:; not a convict who
does not know all about it. Penitentiary officials have
tried again and again to obtain even a clue to the syste1n, but they are no nearer a solution than when they
first began to iuvestigate the matter. They know there
is a system, and that it rests ou signs, but whether on
those made with fingers, eyes and lips, or the bringing
into play of other features, or whether it depends on
all together, they do uot know. Prisoners, to curry
favor with the ofi1cials; ofteu tell them what they ha.ve
learned from other co11victs. They go to the especial
trouule at times in exposing plots, and are ready to
reveal everything except the means by which they
learned the facts. No convict has yet given the slightest suggestion which would lead to the discovery of the
secret that has defied the shrewdest detectives. 1 I
l1ave i:;eeu,' said au ex-prison official, 'two convicts,
six feet apart, .facing each otller. They did 11ot utter
a wor<l, nor could I discern the slightest movement of
the lips or eye::i, yet I kuew tliey were couHnuuicatiug
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something. They gazed at each other for a mome11t
or two before I had a cha11ce to interfere, but I am
satisfied that one told the other all he wished to tell.'
" Attorney-general Michener relates an incident or
two showiug the perfection to which the convicts have
carried their system of conveying infonuatiou among
themselves. On his fast visit to Jeffersonville, to look
iuto the matter of Jack Howard's shortcomiug as warden
of the Southern prisou, he was sitting iu the office of
the prison oue afternooH, when the deputy warden or
some other subordinate asked him if he did not wish
to go through the shops. It was something he did not
expect to do, but, accepting the invitation, they passed
through the inner gates, crossing the first cell-rooms,
out into the court-yard and across that directly to the
shoe factory. They were not tluee minutes ion going,
nor did they stop anywhere until they 1'6ached the
factory. The attorney-general had gone but a few feet
into the room with the pl'ison officers when a convict
stepped up, and, asking the latter if he could speak to
the gentleman with him, said, on permission being given
him:"' You are the attorney-general?'
" 'Yes,' was the 011ly reply of that officer.
" ' Your name is Michener? '
" 'Yes ; but bow do you know that? I have never
seen you before.'
"'That is true, nor did I e.ver see you until now,
although l am from Shelby county.'
"He the1} went on to tell who he was, where he lived
in the county, and what lrn hail done to bring him into
the penitentiary. But the couvict gave the attorneygeneral further cause for wuutler by telliug him that he
knew of his reachi11g the city the clay before, how many
visits he had made to the prison, and for what purpose.
"Leaving the shoe factory the attorney·general and
prison officer went i11to another room, separated fron1
the first by an intervening room, autl with ueither ui
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which could any person in the third have direct communication. Here Mr. Michener was approached by
another convict, who told him about what the first had
clone, except he asked him to see the governor in his
Lehalf. Going to the foundry, which is a considerable
dista.nce from the shoe factory, the third convict came
np to the attorney-general the instant he entered the
room. This man had the icleutity of the visitor and the
cause of his coming to Jeffersonville as accurately as
the other two. He also wante<l n pardon. On their
way to another buikliug the prison officials said to Mr.
l\lichener: 'Every convict who cared to know had all
iufornuition about who you are aml wl1y you have come
within. a few minutes after you came i11side of the
prison door. The couvicts have no privilege of writing
or speaking to each other, but so 11erfect is their system
of communicating with each other that in forming
plans to escape they can agree on time, leaders, methods, and signnL':l. But there is always some convict
who, thou&'h ,10t in the plot, learns all about it, and
tells the details to the officers. Investigation always
brings to light enough incidents to convince us that
their plans are being formed constantly. Just after
·warden Patton took charge three plans of uniting
were discovered arnl thwarted in one day.'
"An ex-prison official said recently : 'Not long ago
I took a convict to l\Iichigau City. I reached the
prison about eight o'clock in the evening, after all the
couvicts had Leen lopked np in their cells. No one
kuew of my being there but the officer in charge at
that time of nigl1t. I did not stay longer than five
minutes, but turning over my prisoner I went to the
hotel and to bed. When I came down to breakfast
the next ruorni11g, there wns a messenger from the
prison statiug that such and such a convict wa11ted to
see me. A half-dozen in all wisl1ed to have me come
out to them. How they kuew I was there nobody
knows. Prison oflicials are constantly seeing the effects
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of communication among the convicts, but cannot
detect the system.' "
The wide diffusion of such powers in the human
race is not suspected nor cuu its existence be known
while our existiug systems of education teach meu to
deny with dogmatic iusolence all facts which transcend
their meagre and stolid co11ceptions of philosophy.
Even if a psychometric fact is admitted as u11deniable,
it is passed by with as little serious thought as the
ignora11t 1•ustic has in seeiug a galvanic bttttery which
he could not distinguish from the apparatus of a juggler. Jas. T. Fields, iu his biographical note::;, speaking
of the talented young poet Forceythe Willson, whoni I
taught to exercise the psychometric faculty, says,
"'Willson had the si ognlar power of readi11g character
by the touch of ma11uscript. There was something
weird at times in his pl'esence and conversatiou." So
wonderful a fact as this is 111e11tioned by .i\fr. Fields
with as much indifference as any trivial persoual accomplishment. In tho same frivolous wtty Bayarcl Tay
lor told of an artist in New York, who had a wonclorfol psychometric power, and whom a friend induced to
give a very wonderful description of character from a
letter held in his hantls. The letter was written l>y
the artist himself, and the description was so forcible
that the friend never iuformecl hi 111 that he had been
describing himself. The utter neglect an<l indifference
with which marvellous facts are generally receiyecl
which contain i11 themsehes <l volu111e of philosopl1y
reruiuds us forcibly of castiug peal'ls Lefore swine.
A vol nme might l>e fille<l wit.Ji illustrations of the
psychometric experiences which occur to thousands in
d.aily life. A correspondent in India writes to me,
"Since a few months I am in the daily hal>it of getting
two or three i11voluuta1·y imprcssio11s of persons who
n.re about to visit me, who do meet 111e a few minutes
after the impressio11s. Sometimes I am walking at
leisure or at rau<low, say just for t,he pleasure of a

Appendix.

II r

walk in a public street of the city. I am thinking of
noll1i11g parlicular. All on a sudden the image of some
per~ou :.11ri11gi; up iu my i111agi1u~t,ion, and after three,
four, or ti ve rniHutes, I see thtit man. Sometimes I am
sitting in my office doing my own ordinary business.
All of a sudden the image of some client or some other
person appears in my imagination. A few minutes
afterward the real person comes over to me."
Such phenomena are au infinitesimal part of that
foreseeing faculty which belougs in ~mne degree to all
mankind, and eve11 to animals, being so remarkable
among bird:; that their actions are generally accepted
as indications of the changes of the weather.
In all ages there have been persons who could penetrate the cha.meter and condition of other¥r divine
their future with as rn uch skill as Zchokke, the German author, bnt owing to tlie scorn with which the
marvellous has always been treated by animal men
(except when under the sanction of the church), such
powers have not been cu] ti vatecl or exercised among
the influentiaf and fashionable classes, but have been
left for gypsies and eccentric iu<lividuaJs.
The most gifted of this iu tui tional class since the time
of the Sibylline oracles was Mme. Le Normand of
Paris, whose intuitious and predictions were treated
with respect by royal families. The reputation she
acquired must have been based upon a _real intellectual
power, for Bonaparte aml the allied sovereigns could
uot have been influenced by a mere pretender. She
was a natural sonmambulisL, and early in life was
regarded as nn oracle by an abbey of Benedictine
monks and presented to Bisl1op Grinaltli as one supernaturally inspired. At tlie age uf 17, she predicted
the downfall aiHl destruction of the French monarchy
when the States-General had been convoked. She
made many womlerful and true 711·edictions to Murat,
Lefebre and Gen. IIoche, to Hobespierre and St. Just,
to the Princess de LambaHe and Mlle. de Montpensier,
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to Josephine and M. de Beauharnais. In predicting
the lli vu1·ce of J osephiue she roused the auger of ~ <Lpoleon, who imprisouell her while he ciirriecl out her
prophecy. l\lme. Le Non11a11d enjuyetl great popularity and was visiteLl by authors, states1uen, warriors, aml
people of the highest rauk. Uer predictions of the
tleatbs of ~Iurat, llobespiene, aucl St. Jnst were very
remarkable; but still more remarkn.l..>le was her prediction for Mlle. de i\1011tpeusier, who was expectecl to he
guillotined the next clay, to whom she predicted a long
life. The life endured for a century.
But alas, what effects do marvellous facts like these
have upon the pedants of the colleges who repeat the
inanities of text books of so-ca.lied philosophy from
century ~century, leaming uothi11g from nature. No
professor of philosophy recognizes the prophetic
faculty of the humau miml, nrnl even if it had bee11
recognized, no physiologist would seek for its fouudation in the brain.
And yet there is a great abundance of prophetic
facts uulrnown because they are ou11sig11ed to oblivion
at once. The multitude do uot want l:lUCh facts, a11d
quietly get rid of them. Tho collision between the
Oceania antl Chester 011 the Pacific coast was distinctly
predicted by ~!rs. S. S. l\fesser of San Francisco. She
made the pretlictiou on three different occasions to
different parties. H. 1'. states iu the Golden Gate
that" during the first part of April :i.\Irs. ~fesser was
at my home; my daughters were talking of taking a
trip they were then contemplating taking to Eureka,
on the Chester, when i\frs. ::\lesser interrupted them by
saying," Don't go ou that steamer, for I see slte is going
to meet with a terrible accident, when the people will
be panic-stricke11."
•
On the 26th of July she said again, "I see that the
Oceania is to meet with an accirlent coming into this
port." "At the same sitting she !'law a ~1·ent distlll'bance in Japan, as though from an earthquake. I ex-
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ptesserl some alnrm, ns I have friends iu Yokohama.
::ilte assul'ed me there was no cause of nn.xiety, as it was
to the northwest of there. This was of course the
recent wlcanic eruption."
" To the lady and gentleman above mentioned she
gnve a more perfect account of the collision, which
was given to them separately, and all within a few
<fays of each other. She distinctly saw a steamer
coming into port; sai<l it was the Oceania. Then her
attention was directed to another steamer going out,
and gave an accurate description of the collision; but
the smaller steamer which the Oceania ran into sank
so quickly she could only see that her name com·
menced with 11 0 ;" also that a number of lives would
he lost."
A similar prediction of disaster to a ship sailing from
San Francisco was publicly made by John Slater in
that city, in 1887, and was so promptly fulfilled as to
cause a great sensation and much newspaper discussion.
A few years ago an English lady had engaged passage to the United States. An English seer, Mr. Taft,
was impelled to tell her not to go on that vessel, as it
would uever i·each its port antl all on board would be
lost. The lady postponed her passnge, and the slllp
was lost. Why was such a loss of life inevitable?
Because mankind are not yet sufficiently enlightened
to understand the value of the prophetic faculty. Had
Mr. Taft warned the ship captain he would have been
laughed at or suspected of lunacy.
Hundreds of prophetic presentiments of death have
been published. In .June, 1887, Mr. John W. Brockway, of Hadlyme, Conn., who had nearly lost his voice
by pulmonary consumption, was near his end. At eight
o'clock the evening before his death he started into
wakefulness and said, "I shall die to-morrow morning
at six o'clock." He died at that time. About forty
years ago General Bem, of Hungary, announced the
date of his own death, havin~ had a prevision of l1is
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tn111l1stone with the date inscribed Hpon it. 1 puhlisll('.J
liis prtl::1ent.i111e11t iu the Journal uf 1'/i.m, a11<l recollect
that iL was afterwunl::i fulfilled.
A liberal clergyman may sometimes reach a "l'ecoguiLion of such facts, as Bishop Thompson of i\lississippi,
in 011e of his able tliscomses spoke of "that. subtle
force, that inner sense, which, acting indepenrlent of
eye or ear, will one day be the meaus uf umu tll u11icatiou
of souls."
These exalted phenomena are much nearer to the
sphere of religion than to 1hat of modern science.
One of the strangest examples of a verified premonition belongs to the histm·y of Universalism. Rev.
John .Murrny, the pioueer 01· founder of American
Universalism, bad from grief abandoned the English
pulpit, and on a voyage from New York to Boston was
acci<lentally carried to Cranbeny Inlet, aml there fell
in with a prosperous farmer rnm1e<l Putter, who offered
Lis hospitality. ThiJ mau ha<l built a cl111rch, and
waited long in expectation that Gotl wnul<l se11cl him a
suitable pre!lcher. He said to i\runay, "Conie, my
frien<l, I am glad you have returned. I am glud to see
you. I have been expecti11g yon a loug time."
•· \Vhat do you mean," said nlunay. The farmer
sketched his life, his peculi:n· ideas of religion, aud
building a chmch, of which he said to his 11eighbors,
" God will send me a pi·eacher, a11d of a very different
stamp from those who have heretofore p1·eached in my
house. The preachers we have heard are pel'petually
contradicting themselves, but that Gotl wl10 has put it
into my heart to build this house will !\end one wl10
shall deliver unto me his own trntl1, who shall speak of
Jesus Christ and l1is salvation." l\ly lleiglibors assured
me I should never see n. preacher whose sentimeuts
corresponded \Vith my own. :\Iy friends often ask me
wlrnre is the preacher of whom you spoke, and my
constant reply has been, he will by anrl by make his
appearance. The moment I belJeld your vessel ashore,
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it seemed as if a voice had auclibly sountled in my ears,
"Tl1ere, Potter, in that vessel cast away 011 that shul'e,
is the preacher you have been so lung ex}Jecting." l
henrtl the voice and I believed the report, all(l when you
came up to my door and asked for the fish, the same
voice seemed to repeat, " Potter, this is the mau, this
is the person whom l have sent to preach in your
house."
,
i\Iurray stro11gly opposed the invitation, but was
pressed into the service, and became the fou11der of the
Universalist church in this country.
It is with rue a matter of common and frequent experience to observe tl1e operation of the prophetic
faculty in l\lrs. Bucha11au. In the Joumal of 11Ian
r published her prophetic views of the European war
which was a11ticipated by the leaders of public opiuio11
in 1887 and the begin11ing of 1888. 111 January, 1887,
uur German mi11iste1·, Pe1Hlleto11, said: "The powers of
Europe, from a general feeling of insecurity, have been
making immense preparations." A dispatch from
Berlin said that H en von TiRza's statement in the Lower
House of the Hungarian D iet "confirmed the conviction that war between Austria and Russia is accepted by
both sides as inevitable." A dispatch from London,
J:muary, 1887, to the Swi said, "Fmnce and Germany
are looked upon as certain to lend off the ball, and
Germany, it is generally thought, will take the initiative." Feb. 4th a London dispatch said: "Europe is
once more in the agonies of a war scare." Feb. 5th
a Paris dispatch to the Herald said: "The certainty
of war between the two heretlitary enemies of either
side of the Rhine is as certain as anything can be."
In a despatch from Madrid, l<'eb. 7, Senor Ca.stelar was
represented as saying in a speech that war between
Russia and Germany was inevitable. Feb. 10th the
B uda-Pesth .Tournal urged Austria to attack Rnssia
first because wm· was ~nevitah1e. Feb. 12th the news
came from St. Petersburg that the German colonists in
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the Caucasus had been notified to hold themselves in
readiness to return to Germa11y and join the reserves.
l\Iilitary preparatious were actively going on and the
au ticipatiorn:> of war iucreasing. l\Ir. Beck, in the
American Senate, referred to a speech of Couut von
Moltke before the German Reichstag to show that" war
was inevitable." It is needless to add to these records
of alarms at that time and subsequently, throughout
the whole of which the psychometric impressions of Mrs.
Buchanan firmly maintained the coutiuuance of peace,
though war was spokeu of as inevitable by such as Gen.
Wolseley of England.
I did not record all her impressions, but in J anuary,
1888, I reconled her opinion, "from the present standpoint of the public it looks as if a disturbance was
intended, but there will be a failure for the purpose is
not warrantable. There is 110 sufficient cause and
there will not be war, notwithstanding the preparations.
There may be threats or demonstrations, but I do

not see any bloody fighting.

There is a growing

internal discord among the people of Russia. I t will
not 1·esult in war, though there might be some uprising
of the people against the government, and some concessions will be ma<le to quiet the people. Germany
will be quiet this year. The emperor will live beyond
the people's expectation. The Crown Prince l1as a very
s~rong constitution, but will not be able to throw off l1 is
disease. The future of Germany promises a less tyrannical or more democratic administration. European
governments generally will be amelio1·ated and more
in sympathy with the people."
In Septemher, 1888, I gave in the Joimial of Man
the following application of Psychometry to the question of peace or war : WAR OR PEACE? VOICE OF PSYCHOMETRY.

The German Emperor, the .conciliatory :Frederick 1
has passed away, according to the psychometric pre-
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diction of l\frs. Buchanan, f9ur months ago, that he
would not last beyond tbe eady portion of the summer.
l low utterly worthless was the diaguosis of the fashionable English surgeon, Sir Morell Maclceuzie, who
receives a princely income for his blundering opinions.
The accession of Emperor William revives the Ew·opean war scare. The brilliant quidnuncs who send
dispatches across the Atlantic, the generals who look
011 the pessimistic aucl dangerous aspect of events, and
the American politicians, guided by the 11ewspapers
mainly, Lave repeatedly anticipated war in Emope,
when the wiser voice of psychometry, through Mrs.
Buchanan, pronounced it impossible; aud the procla-·
mation of the uew Emperor has renewed their apprehensions.
To-day, June 20, the war scare has arisen in force,
and to judge of its valne, I submitted the new Emperor
to the searching psychometric investigation of Mrs.
B., who touches without seeiug, and pronounces without
knowing, the object described. The following were
her expressions, accurately l'eported: "This is a public character. It is not one I know
much about. He seems a foreiguer. There is something in the character that is stubborn. I cannot say
I admire him. There is a good deal of pomposity and
love of power. He feels his dignity wonderfully. He
has been looking forward to his position for a long
while. I feel that this man has a great amount of selfimportance, and would not take any insult or any
dictation from anybody. Ile wants his own ideas and
ways in everything. I can't help thinking this must
be the new Emperor. [No matter; give his character.]
He will endeavor to have the people feel that he is
their friend, but · there is a great deal of aristocracy
about him. I think his policy is peace, but he will not
stand any menacing talk from other nations. He has
fight in him, and has a very peculiar, arrogant nature.
He is not as good as the Prince of Wales. There will
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be n .sputtering for a while, an cl a great deal of dissnfo;.
faction with him; but 1 thi11k it will be his policy to
live amicably with all uations, Lholigh he way not be as
couciliafory as his father. Tlicre is no iutrigue about
him; but he is proud, anogaut, and self-willedthough I do not think he wiH get into war. I think
Bismarck will keep him from it.
" It does not look like war. He will be excited
against the Russians, but I do not think it will produce
war. There will be a great deal of agitation and dissatisfaction amo11g the nations. They hardly know
what they want. They a.re overflowing with bile, but
uot going into war. He will endeavor to keep up his
dignity, and give his people a good ruler. I think he
will i11 time favor education. I do not think he will be
oppressive, for that would be bad policy. The general
character of the government will uot be changed. He
may concede i;ome things to the people, and respect the
old Emperor's policy. I think he will keep on good
terms with Bismarck, and his reign will he conciliatory.
[Yet W:\r is avprehelllled to-clay.] I do not believe it."
"[Ent the despatch from Berlin published to-day
says: 'They all predict war - the Standm·d asserting
that the last barner of peace was swept away by Frederick1s death. H ere, in Berlin, the talk is wnr. Every
officer in the army is eager for it. Ju Paris, people
worship a demagogue, because he is uelieved to awe the
Germans. In Berlin, the talk is war, first, last and
for ever.' What do you say?'']
"I don't see auy war. Prepar11tions and me11aeing
talk will not amount to war. His wife is humane : but
is not so much of a politician as.his motlte1·. He !~as a
stubborn wm, but would be infiuence<l by able advisers.,,
The existence of those wo11<lerful faculties which, independeu t of the external senses, recuguize visible objects
and events in the present ::tll(l extend our Tecognitiou
into the past and future, is additionally illustrated by
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examples in which the vision is suppressed, not by a
bandage but. by blindness. The most remarkable example of this is H elll'y Hendrickson, the blind Norwegian. Jle lost his eyesight wheu six months old, but finds
a substitute for eyes in the sixth sense, which is sometimes called second sight arn.l clairvoyance. The Ohicayo Herald gave the following account of .1\fr. H endrickson . "'Here is a man who is totally blind, but who nevertheless can see,' said A. S. White in introducing H enry
Heudrickson to a visitor yesterday. And so it appeared. l\lr. Hendrickson can see, or rather discern
objects, although he was deprived of the seuse of sight
when he was six months old. He was born in Norway
forty-three years ago, and lrns lived in America forty
years. H e was educated at the institution for the education of the blind at Janesville, Wis., and has, since
leaving that institution, followed vn.rious industries,
uotably that of broommaking, and is the author of a
book entitled, 'Out from the Darkness.' This work
is somewhat in explanation of the second sight with
which he is becoming e11dowe1l, although he finds himself unable to account for it in any manner satisfactory
to himself or co11fol'llrn. ble to physical science.
" H e is well educated, a somewhat brilliant conversationalist, and, with glasses which hide his completely
closed eyes, one woukl sc:wcely recognize hilll as a
blind man. F or the last twenty yeal's he hns seldom
used an escort, except whe11 iu great haste and when
going on territory entfrely strauge to him. It must be
remembered that he is totally blind, and has never
seen the light si11ce he was six months old. Nevertheless, be can tell when he comes to a sudden rise in the
sidewalk as well as one who enjoys complete sight;
can turn a st1·eet corner, tell when he is passing au
alley, closely approximate the height of the buildings
along the ~treets with accuracy and apparent ense, but
he ca. nnot tell when he comes to a sudden depression in
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the sidewalk. For this he is unable to account. .Many
people, who have observed the facility with which he
moves from place to place, doubt that he is totally
blind, but he has been put under the severest tests, aud
those who have made the investigations are convinced
that he cannot see.
"Yesterday the Eerald "eporter spent some time with
him at Mr. White's office a~ No. 102 \Vashington street,
and made a test of the blind man's wonderful second
sight.
"•When in a train at full speed,' he said, 'I can distinguish and count the telegraph poles easily, and
often do it as a pastime or to determine our speed. Of
course I do not see them, but I perceive them. It is
perception. Of course my perceptive faculties are not
in the least impaired on account of my blindness. I
am not able to explain it, but 1 am never in total darkness. It is the same at midnight as at midday. There
is always a bright glow of light surrounding me.
Once, on being stung by a \Jee, I uecame for t lie moment stunned, and consequently blind, or, l ::1hould say,
in total darkness. That is, I could not perceive or
discern anything.'
•
"A practical test of this unaccountable second sight
'vns made in the presence of the visitor. A thick,
heavy cloth was thrown over his head as he sat in his
chair. This hung clown on all sides to his waist. l t
was impossible for any one to see thrnugli it. Then
before him or behind him, it mattered uot, an ordiuary
wa1kiug cane was held up in various positio11s. To
such q uestious as: 'Is it perpendicular or horizontal.,'
or 'Iu what position am I holding it?' he gnvo prompt
and conect answers without a single mistake, sometimes <lescribing acute or oblique angles. The test nppeured so unaccountable that :i\lr. Hendrickson hasteue1I
to assure the guest that there was nothing supernatural
about it. '1t is wholly a matter of the perceptive
powers,' said the blind man, •but I cannot explain it
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further than that. Now this covering is simply a formality ; it is nonsense. I have never by the ordinary
seuse of sight seeu any object in my life, not the faintest glimmer of one. My sight or discernment does
uot come in that way. This will prove the idea to you:
Take me into a strange room, one that I have never
been into and never heard about, and no matter how
dark it is I can tell you the dimensions of tho room
very closely. I do not feel the walls; I will touch
nothing; I see nothiug; but there is communicated to
me by some strange law of perception the size and
configuration of the room.
"' Iu 1871,' he continued, 'I went to New York city
and called upon Brick Pomeroy at his office on Union
square. There were a number of persons there and we
had a pleasant chat. I had no escort. Mr. Pomeroy
asked me to his house and inquired if I thought I could
find my way. I said I could, from the descriptiou he
gave me, but his visitors laughed. Then a wager was
put up and I started out on foot; the others followed,
some in carriages and some on foot. I walked straight
to his house on Forty-first street, a long distance with
several turns, aud did not make a miss. Ju fact I knew
the house when I came to it. I did not see it, and yet
I did. I won the wager. I am studying shorthaud
with Mr. ·white, and as my hearing is very good I expect to become an expert. I had a little trouble with
my writing at fi.rst but am now able to write very
well.'
"' Wby, do you know,' interjected l\fr. "White, 'that
when I stand up here in this i·oom and with my projected forefinger make motions like one beating the
time for a church choir, but describing phonetic characters, he can tell the characters I am making or describing without seeing Lhem, an<l can interpret them.'
"'Let us have ·a test on that line,' requested the
visitor.
"'With pleasure,' responded J\.Ir. Hendrickson with a
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smile. The guest fnrther req nested that while he did
not doubt Mr. Hendrickson's total blindness, he wished
to have him blindiolde<l for this test.
"'Certainly,' said the blind man, aud the robe was
again bxought u1to use. Then Mr. White stood up
and cut the air rapidly, making certain phonetic characters.
'"Well, you have asked me this,' said l\!r. Hendrickson, lifting the robe to get a breath of air. '" Cau you
see what I am saying?" I answer no and yes both. I
don't see, but I know.'
"At this juncture the visitor bethought how the two
might have put up a job or a joke upon him, and he
suggested that he be allowed to write certain words
upon a slip of paper, that Mr. White should repeat
them phonetically by his fOl'efinger, as before, and if
theu Mr. Hendrickson could tell what they were, blindfolded as a mere matter of premiution, the proof would
be conclusive.
"'Let us have that test most certainly and with pleasure,' answere<l the blind man. ·The visitor wrote down
the following upon a leaf from his notebook and passed
it over to Mr. White: " ''\Vhat are your politics?'
".Mr. White strnck off the question by aerial slants
and curves and hooks. He had scarcely finished when
Mr. H. slapped his hands with a laugh and responded:
"'Republican, of course.'
"'By the way,' added Mr. Hendrickson, 'I'm a very
good skater, and can when gliding over the ice swiftly
see every particle on the ice, every crack and rough
spot, no matter how small or indistinct. The faster I
go the plainer I can see. ·well, I don't mean that I
can see, but I perceive, or something. It is light to me
and I discern everything.'"
Is it not remarkable that the philosophers and physiologists of to-day utterly fail to recognize or attempt
to explain such !acts as t.hese. The new Anthropology
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which I have derived from experiments on the brain
explains them by showing that clairvoyauce and
p::;yc.:hometry beloug tu the interior region of the front
loLe of the braiu, where the hemispheres lie close
together, and whenever this region receives an unusual
excitement, or is unusually developed, clairvoyance
exists. The possible perfection of the faculty in the
Lliud was shown iu the comments on pictures by a
blincl ruan of Detroit named Coyl. The Detroit Tribune says: "Detroit boasts of a blind art connoisseur named
Coyl, who is also a good patron of art. ' Vhenever and
wherever there are good paintiugs to be seen he can
always be found. 1\leetiug him aL oue of the galleries
a few clays ago, a Tribiine reporter found him ~eated in
front of a small Hart, which 11ad just been received, and
at which he was looking intently, seeming to enjoy it
with the rest of the company.
" 'Here's a new Hart,' said he, as the reporter ad\'anced to shake hands. 'Good, isn't it? He paints
stronger than he did. Don't you think so?'
"The reporter wonderingly assented .
.. • T he distance here i:; good,' he continued, 'and the
water particularly so. The picture is small but treated
with feeling. Hart's pictures are all alike - two cows,
a red 011e or a white or tw·o of a color, a bit of water
ancl foliage.'
"•Yes,' said a lady of the party. 'We call his
white cows "Suntlay" cows aud th"e red ones everyday
cows.'
"' Well,' said Mr. Coyl with considerable pleasantry,
'these are not his Sunday cows evidently.'
"Neither were they, for they were ln·ight red. But
how ia the world could a blind man tell a brindle cow
from a white one? ls there a sixth se11sc?"
I n the daily application of P:;ychomet.ry my confidence in its value is growing, and I enjoy its application
to everything concerning which kuowletlge is needed.
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Out. of my numerous reports 011 character I wonld se·
lect ~ few which have not been published, and may
i11terest the reader as this chaplet' is cuuelucled.
rSYCHO;\rF.Ttac

nt~~Cltll'TIOXR.

J. G. SPURZTIErn (from his manuscript.).- 11 This
has been written sixty or seventy yea1·s ago, written by
a person of very broau, elevated mind, progressive, a.
teacher or writer, perhaps both. He had a great deal
of will power, strong and decisive, very independent,
not afraid to give his views, but had a great deal of
opposition to his sentiments. 1 le was of a scientific
cast of miud, was acquainted with medical scieuce, and
was more iulerested in the brain than anythiug else.
He would talk, lecture, and w1·ite about the brain, and
had very correct views, in advance of others. He is in
spirit life now. There is a warmth and nearuess in the
impression, as though he would be attracted to the
scieuce you are engaged in. His miud broadens out
DR.

into different lines of thought in spirit life, thii1gs n.p·
pertaining to what he was interested iu here, and kindred subjects. He thinks you arn developing in the
right Jirection. I think be has communicated with you.
I think he has an overshadowing ap1H·oval of your work.
He feels that you are in an original line of thought not
dominated by any other minds. There seems an overshadowing influence that stimulates you."
f What views does he have of the process of creation
ana developmeut of life on the globe? J " His views
are such as have been expressed by the believers in evolution from the lower to the higher order of creation.
I feel a pressure of intellectual conceptious, but my
nervous system is not in a state to express it.1'
CHARLES DAitWIN. - "I tlo not know if this person
is Jiving or not. It is a man. There is a great tleal of
strength of character reaching over a very large territory. The power of his thought, opinions, itutl leachings would extend very far au<l have great popularity.

Appmdt'x.

1 think now he is deceased. He seems a great scientist.
Ile had a great scientific mind; looked far and deep
iuto things. He had an indolllitable will, and it carried
him through many difficulties. He was independent.
I should think he would go into geological and astronomical sciences. He was very thorough in his researches.
His disposition was such that the difficulties encountered did not hinder his progress.
"I think bis aims were not ambitious for his own
gratification, but he looked to the future, when his researches would enlighten future generations. He was
happy in his work, and faithful to his labors. If he had
lived longer he would have completed his work. If he
had lived to see the effect of hi.13 researches it would have
given him great satisfaction. He did not care for display or adulation, was of democratic bearing, was very
approachable at all times, was one of the people, was
very radical in his religious opinions."
JULIUS 0.tESAR. - "This is not any one I know. It
feels like a man of genius, a self-poised, original, profound man. He is uot of this generation, but a very
remote character. He is not near, not of this country.
He did not live in the last century. It seems a very
great time since he lived. There is a great deal of refinement iu the character. He had great insight into
people and things, a pe11etrative mind. He does not
seem like a military character, but rather like a leader
and reformer. Ile seems a writer, a scientist, an author.
I will try to get into his ideas.
"He did great things, and his career was a wide one,
but I don't see what be did. He had peculiarities, was
unlike otherpenple. He was bold an cl fearless in his sentiments, but I (lo not get any warlike tendencies. He is
not now wl1at he was in earth life, but looks upon things
from a different standpoint altogethel'. I think he lived
in troubled times, when the world was in a state of unrest, aud disturbance, and was driven to do things not
really in his character by controlling circumstances.
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It seems to me he was self-made, str11ggli11g, toiling and
poor in early life, not havi11g all the atlvautages to
keep him out of trouble. I think he was thoJoughly a
graud character, a very great mau. Oh wbat an intellect he had. He ma<le laws, had great political power.
It would take a long time to tell his career. Be had a
great deal of antagonism: there were some religious intluences in it, opposing forces in his contests."
(What were his surroundings?] "He had a great
deal of encouragement from powerful friends. He was
a reformer, imparting instruction. He had to do
with uneducated, ignorant people, a primitive barbarian people, and attempted to civilize them, and had
a great deal of hostility. People had to be subjugated.
He planned the movem~nts, and commanded, and made
a great success. There was not as much discipline ..
then as now. His enemies were more numerous than
his own soldiers. The methods of war were crude and
clumsy: not such arms as we have now. I don't feel
that his heart was in that work"
"His aims were so high and ambitious that he had
many defeats, though a great success upon the whole.
In the wars they had hand-to-haud fighting: there was
a great deal of confusion, no well-trained discipline and
tactics. He subdued the enemies over a large territory,
and crossed the water in his campaigns, thongh not to
a great distance. He made a permanent conquest, and
had great glory aud triumph, then settled down to political life, and held high office. They did everything to
show gratitude and made him a great ruler. He was
a humane ruler over the people, but there seems to
have been something unnatural about his taking off.
H~ was not old, but in full vigor, wheu his career came
to an end by enemies who hail some object in putting
him out of the way. I feel great sadness about it. 11
(What was the character of the people at that time? ]
"They were not strict in morals, but allowed great latitude. Society was as corrupt as it could be. They
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liverl in excitement, violent and tragic, cared very little
for human life, and snc1·iliced it for tritling l'easons.
Any one in !JOWer cuultl have his commaud:i ca1Tie<l out
without reg<U'U to law. They had uo such law a.:i now."
[\Vhat was- he as a speaker?] " Ile was a vel'y impressive, deliberate speaker, calm without much gesture, like Phillips and like you."
fWhat of his life i11 the spirit world?] " H e takes a
Jitferent course now : is interesleu iu reforming the
world, bringi11g people into harmony. He bas deep insight, great charity, and less ambition . He looks upon
people collectively and their mental emanations. H e
is cognizant of your existence and work."
H ow clearly does Psychometry bring to mortals the
living presence of the departed millions. H ow thoroughly will this en large and rectify our conceptions of
H eaven and religio11 1 couceming which mankind have
not yet escaped from the puerile ideas inherited from
bal'barian ancestors. l u a future work I hope to show

the Pneumn.tology and Religion to which we are introduced by Psychometry.
D roGE~s. tlieOynical Philosopher qfGreece.-" I think
this is an ancient. 'l'here is something quaint about
him. He does not seem to follow anything or anybody.
He lived a natural life, i11<liffe1·ent to current teachings.
H e had peculiar, origiual idem; of his own as to life and
its purposes. He seems a man of philanthropic nature,
not ascetic, very indifferent as to personal appearance
;md habits, or as to pleasing JJeople, not fastid ious. H e
did uot mind people's opinions in the least, they never
disturbed him. H e had enough combativeness to fight
his way through difficulties."
[Could he command men?] "Yes; he had a peculiar
power. H is way of gai11ing confidence and esteem was
peculiar to birnself. Ile did 11ot show off at all, and
was not con<lesce11ding. He 1lid not mind obstacles, had
great self-reliance. If he had to take part in disturbances he was ready, and had tact and tactics. He had
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a great deal of sagacity. He regarded as trifles things
that people considered momentous."
[What were his sunoumliugs '?] "Ile was probably
a Greek, but he did uot accord with anything of his
time. He lived in the future and anticipated great
cha.bges. H e did lJOt agree with a.i1y conte1oporary
fashions in religiou a11<l politics, fashion and m:umers,
but was very sarcastic upon them. He was a philosopher devoted to tho useful, aud cared nothing for the
ornamental, either in architecture, fashions, or anything.
He might not make war 011 the religion, was not ran·
corous or rebellious, but he had different ideas in himself aud was candid. Ile does uut give much attention
to modern times, but if J1e were here he would enjoy
modern improvements and beuevoleuce, but would denounce our fashions and our bigotl'y, and teach a primitive style of living."
These cbaracteristio:s were well illustrated in 11is hfe.
He came to Athens when young aud applied to Antisthe·
nes to be received ns a pupil. AutistJ1enes wns a Cynical
philosopher and moralist, whose peculiarities were similar to those shown by Diogenes. Diogenes was refused
and driven off with blows, but persevered until he was
received. H e wore the coarsest clothes and used tbe
plainest food, defied the heats of summer and snows of
winter, and made his bed on the Lare ground in the
street or under the porticoes, but still preserved the respect of Athenians. He was far more critical tha11
Socrates or even Antistbenes. He was thoroughly devoted to practical utility, and showed great contempt for
the fine arts and literature. He sneered at the men of
letters, the musicians, savants, and orators for their follies. H aving been captured by pirates on a voyage,
taken to Crete and sold as a slave, he was asked what
business he was proficient in, and replied "to command
men." H e was purchased as a slave by Xenia<les, but
his force of character made him the master. H e became
a freeman and was made a tutor. T hat sce11e with
Alexander when he asked him to stand out of l1is sun·
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light and the mmrnrch was so impressed by his force of
character, shows him to have been a remarkable mau.
D 1~i:;cn ll'TlON 01'' AN AN 1~1AL's SK u LL. - 41 Thi:; does
uot seem like a carnivorous auimal. I tLiuk its traits
of character are mild. It does not seem ferocious or
repulsive. It could be domesticated easily. It is a.
\'ery strong animal. It ca11 1uo\·e \\ itli speed. lt seems
tu ltave great endurauce. It is not lazy. It has great
strength for draft, has strn11g shoul<lers. It is intelligent. If aroused it would show great stl ength and determination, hanging on uutil it killed its opponent, but
is uot naturally vicious. It has fiue instincts, strong
frienclships, is very adhesive to its friends."
[ What does it resem!Jle?] " It might be compared to
a <log of large breed. It is au animal of gl'eat power."
[What would it be disposed to eat?] "1 should think
it would eat herbs an<l grnin. It might eat corn. It
would not be c011fined to herbivorous diet, but has some
carnivorous appetites. It is not confiued to one sort of
diet. In its wild state it might attack human beings. It
might eat small animals or insects and many things
that grow iu the forest. It has a nice discrimination
to select its food among shrubs and trees. Its natural
element is on high grounds aJl(l in cold climates. It
would naturally seek a wild life in the forest."
[What does it look like? 1 "It seems of a brown
color. It looks much like a large bear."
This was a skull of a bear. The experiment is introduced to show the application of Psychometry to the
study of uatural history.
The study of the ai1ima.l kingdom guided by Psycl10metry will assmne a new interest and new character.
r hope to find time hereafter to show by a survey of tl1e
animal kingdom how deeply iuterest.i11g and instructiYe may be the study of its cerebral development and
its psychic nature. which is the rmlirnentnl development
of what is fully evoh-ecl in man, and therefore aids by
comparison the study of humanity.
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THERAPEUTIC SARCOGNOi\IY.
The American Hom.'1'opatld.9t of December, 1884, gives the
following editorinl notice of this \•olume : "or the very higheht ilnp.orl:mce in the henli11g :\l't is n
work jm;t issued hy the Yenerahle l'rofessor Iluchannn. W l'
h1\\'e read the book from cm·rr to co\·cr with uunhakd
t1ttention, nnd it is replete with iden::., s11~gt':.tio11s, pr:u:lic:il
hints, and conclusions of c·111i11c11t Ynlue to e,·ery prnctitio11t•1•
who is himi.elf enough of n 11at11r:1l physician to npprrrinlc
and apply them. The word :-;nrcoguomy wa;,, coined hy
Prof. lluclm11a11 1 in 1842, to express in n wonl the recog-11i·
lion of the relations existing hl'lwccn the bod_v and lhr
brnin. He advances the idrn Urnt the whole body is expres·
sive; that the <'ntire fol'm is au embodiment of clrnrnctcr;
tbnt each part of the envoh·ing 1>urfncc uot only po:.scs:.c::. :i
physiological chnrncteristic l>ut psychologicnl power;,; that
each portion of this cut:rneous surface exercises, through
tbe nervous s.vstem, n direct nclion upon !>Orne particular
part of the brain ; and that lhl'"C fact,., now for the fir::;t
time properly elucidatecl, mny he nclrnntn.geousl_v ll'>l'tl in
the treatment of disease. Jl:1,·i11g hel'n cognizant of the
\'cry ''nlu:tble aud 01igi11al work nt·l.'0111plish~d by Profl•;;,.,01·
B11chnnn11 iu physiology, 1111tl hnl'iug sl•t•u bim demvu::;tratc
ma11y times on persons of all gr:ule;. of i11telleclunl nncl phy·
;,ical hen Ith the tn1ths be here nflinns, the subject hns Jost
tho i:,ense of novelty to us, autl is nccepte<l ns u11clo11l>tcclly
provcu. But lo tbe majority of phy1oici:1.11s tbese 'icws,
tliffcriug ns they do r:ulicnlly from text-hook knowlrrlge an1l
collc"'e i n~truction, will ::.eem at fir:-t ima~in:1th·e nucl fnndful. "'Thev \Vill, bowe\'el', st:.1.11tl tho.! le:,t of pradical experience. Tliey will repay :.lmly, :1rnl will atld largely to the
sucre,.,sfnl pl'rforma11cc• of prnfc>ssinnal i;;e1Ticr. X o physidnn cnn atfon.l to ignore the h<.'lp proffered hy this new
philosophy. Upon the psychic fuuction of the braiu, Prof.
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Bucha11an is the highest living authority. '£he learling idea
of his philosophy is that lt fe belongs to the soul, and not to
the hoily. 'fhis is antagonistic to the views of mo!lt scientists of the day; Lut it neve1theless deserves consideration,
a)l(l will ultimately findaccept:mce. We 11ope that this work
may have a wide sale among the medical profession, for
wherevrr it goes we may expect as a con:;equent, improved
uwthmls in L11t' art of l1ealing."
'J'mrnAr~:uTic SAHcun-.o.r.rY met with an unexpectel11y
fnvoral1le rrception, aud tl1c 11hole edition was sold out in
f11111· 111out11:--, since wl1ich Dr. H. has purchased back a few
copies to supply his frie11ds.
The third edition of Therapeutic Sarcognomy, a large
i1uperial uctavo of 690 pages, with novel engravings, has
been issued at five dollars a copy, and is sent Ly mail from
the autlior, Los Angeles, California, in response to remittance Ly postal order or registered letter.
The language of its rea1lers is full of Pnthu:;iasm on
account of so great a revolutiou in science, and its lWrfect
applica.Lility iu practice; and its students, after attencling a
recent course of instruction at Kansas City, expressetl in
i·esolutions that were .published, thPir i·everence and love for
the foremost philosopher of this country. The voluine of
gratitude expressed by the readers of this volume is accompanied by an expression of surprise and regret for the stolid
slowness of mankind in becoming acquainted with the gi·eate£t truths that can be presented by a demonstrated science.
THERAPEUTIU SAnCOHXOlllY furnishes the scientific guidance necessary in magnPtic and Plectric practice, to which it
is as necessary as anatomy is to surgery.
The Psycho-Physiological Chart of Therapeutic Sarcognomy 21 x 31 inches is sold by the author at $1.00 and
sent by mail.
THE X.EW EDUCATION.
Two editions of this work have been sold. No work on
the subject of education bas ever received mo1·e entlmsiastic
commendation, of which the following expressions are an
illustration:
Rev. B. F. Barrett, one of the mo~t eminent writer.; of his church, says:
"We are perfectly cham1P<l with your book. J re~rd it as by fnr the
most. valuable work on eilncation ever published. )'ou have herein fol'mul:\ted the very wisdom of heav en 011 the hi~licst nnd most momentous
of all thein~s. Your work is dcstinecl, in my Jmlgment, to inaugnmtc a
new era in popnlitr education. lt contains more and higher wisdom 011
the snhject of which it <:rcaM tltun all tile othe?< bookB ever written on

education.''

"A fifth edition(i111prnved) will be prepared in 1893."

