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THE YISIT OF MRS. BESANT.

AN APPEAL TO INDIAN JOURNALISTS
AND
INTELLIGENT HINDUS.

About fifteen years ago, Mapane BravaTsky, accompanied by
CoLonet Orcorr, landed in India to make couverts to Theo-
sophy, defined as the Wispoy Revrigion. She claimed to have
stadied for years under Mahatmas in Tibet, and to have
acquired from them wonder-working powers which she exhibited
from time to time.

During her absence in Europe, two of her confederates were
expelled from the * Brotherhood,” and, as often happens in
such cases, the trath came out. Seventy or eighty of Madame
Blavatsky’s own letters, with other evidence, proved that she
was an impostor. She asserted that they were, in whole or
in part, forgeries; but when challenged publicly to prove it in &
court of justice, she prudently declined.

Madame Blavatsky commenced a journal called The Theo-
sophist. It was thus noticed by The Saturday Review :—

* The Theosophist is full of translations from the works of ancient
‘ thenrgists,’ of * spirit communications,” and of blatant nonsense
of all'kinds, ‘flavoured with the pseudo-science and second-band
archxology which distinguish * trance lectures’ and the utterances
of ‘materialized spirits.” Our old friend Zadkiel, too, has a good’
word said for him. ‘ Omne ignotum pro magnifico’ is a trite adage;
and we darc say that all this rubbish presents itself to the Hindu
mind as serious Western lore.

“ A clumsy attempt has been made to spread the false and perni-
cious doctrines of ‘Spiritualism’ among the too impressionable
inhabitants of India, and to bolster up the balderdash with pseudo-
oriental learning which will not bear for one moment the test of
scholarly criticism.””*

* Quoted in Bombay Gazelte, Scpt. 28, 1881.
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Professor Max Miiller, in the last May issue vf The Nineteenth
Century, corroborates the above opinion. In Isis Unveiled, written
professedly by Madame Blavatsky and the Mahatmas, some
of * the most ordinary terms are misspelt and misunderstood.”

The Society for Psychical Research sent out Mr. R. Hodgson,
a Cambridge graduate, to examine carefully the evidence in
support of the alleged “ phenomena.” His lengthy Account
was summed up in a Report of the Commiitee, wriiten by
Professor Sidgwick. The “ phenomena” were characterised as
frandulent, and the proof was considered * irresistible’ that the
Mahatma Koot Hoomi, i.e., Madame Blavatsky, was a plagiarist
and liar.

Nine years after the above exposure, Mrs. Besant comes to
India, professing to believe in the “ phenomena” and to have
seen a Mahatma. Womanlike, moved apparently by ¢ the proud
fiery truthfulness that shown at her from the clear blue eyes of
Madame Blavatsky,—honest and fearless as those of a noble child,”
she “ ?nng aside” Professor Sidgwick’s Report * with righteous
scorn.”

Her profession of Hinduism, her ontrageous flattery of every-
thing Indian, and her vilification of England, have made her
immensely popular among ignorant and half-educated Hindus.
Io a telegram from Bangalore she is styled ‘“the veritable
goddess of Ind, coming from the far off West for the spiritnal
regeneration of the land.”

Apart from Mrs. Besant’s religions views, her influence is
very injurious. She is reported to speak of *“ Western learning
and Western civilization with undisgunised contempt.” She
sides with the “Orientalists,” who were so signally defeated
during Lord William Bentinck’s administration. Macaulay
says in his celebrated “ Minute” :—

*“ What we spend on the Arabicand SanskritColleges is not merely
a dead loss to the cause of truth; it is bounty-money paid o raise
up champions of error. [t goes to form a nest, not merely of helpless
place hunters, bus of bigots prompted alike by passion and interest
to raise a cry against every useful scheme of education.”

Thirty years later, Sir H. S. Maine, a distingnished successor
of Macaulay as Law Member, expressed similar views. In a
Calcutta Convocation Address, he says :—

“ The real affinities of thepeople are with Europe and the Future, not
with India and the Past.”
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To go back ha considers highly detrimental :

 On the educated Native of India the Past presses with too awful
and terrible a power for it to be safe for him to play or puller with it.
The clouds which overshadow Lis household, the doubls which beset his
mind, the impotence of progressive advance which he struggles against,
ara all part of un inheritance of nearly unmized evil whick e has re-
ceived from the Past.”

An intelligent Hindu in Madras observed, that so far as the
influence of Theosophy extended, it had * put back India half a
century.”

To aid, in some measure, to counteract the mischief which
Mrs. Besant is doing, a small compilation has been issued,
entitled, THROSOPEY EXPOSED; or, MRS. BESANT AND HER GURU.
It contains Professor Sidgwick's Report and other data for
forming an opinion.

How far Mrs. Besant’s attempted revival will spread and how
long it will last, depends very much on the attitnde of the
Press. The Bombay Gazette, The Times of India, and The
Indian Spectator spoke in just terms of the early movement,
and the “scented garlands” of the Western Presidency soon
lost their fragrance. Occnitism fitly found iis permanent
headquarters among ‘ The Benighted.”

The Saturday Review’s opinion of The Theosophist has been
quoted. A volume of Addresses by Colonel Olcott was also
reviewed, and pronounced to be * a howling menagerie of mixed
metaphors.” “A supernaturalism which is a dry rot that can
be built upon, which eats out hearts, and incubates satire, and
hangs round necks like an incubus, is a very odd agency indeed,
and worthy of the rhetoric of Olcott Science.” ¢ Theosophy is
a mere mixture of the faith in Kitty King, with smatterings
of Oriental studies misunderstood and misapplied.”*

The Saturday Review adds: *“ We shall be grievously neglecting
our duty if we allow such trash to be circulated in India under
the name of Science and ‘Theosophy!"” Much more is this
incumbent upon Indian Journalists.

Under the name of the “ Wispox RELigtoN,” a trickster, pla-
giarist, forger, and liar, sought by lying wonders to revive some
of the exploded superstitions of the dark ages. A most careful
investigation, by competent men, convicted her of imposture,

* The arlicle is headed, “ Olcott Science.” It is quoted in a Madras
Paper of April 25th, 1385.
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and showed the crass ignorance of herself and her so-called
Mahatmas. Mvs. Besant brushes aside all this evidence with
“ righteous scorn,” and with mingled audacity and folly avows
her full belief in such a Guru.

It must bo admitted that she knows her andience. The
average Hindu intellect has been hypnotised, dwarfed into
childhood. But more is expected from the leaders of public
opinion. Let them give no uncertain sound.

J. MurpocH.
Mapras, December, 1893.
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Culled from Isis Unveiled, written by Madame Blavatsky,
with the supernatural aid of the “ Brothers,” or Mabatinas,
and declared to be “ minutely correct.” See pp. 45-47.

‘I'he whole story of the massacte of the children at the birth of
Jesus in Matthew was * bodily taken’ from the Bacavep-ciTTa. ii. 199.

The BAGAVED-GITTA contains an account of Vishnu assuming the
form of a fish to reclaim the Vedas lost during the deluge. ii. 257.

Maha-Maya, or Maha-Deva, the mother of Gautama Bhudda, had
the birth of her son announced to her by Bhédisat. i. 92.

Opinior of Isis Unvetled expressed by Professor Max
Miiller, Editor of the Rig-Veda and of the Sacred Books of
the East :—

“There is nothing that cannot be traced back to generally
accessible Brahmanic or Buddhistic sources, only everything is
muddled or misunderstocd. If I were asked what Madame Blavat-
sky’s Esoteric Buddhism really is, I should say it was Buddhism
misunderstood, distorted, caricatured. There is nothing in it
beyond what was known already, chiefly from books that are now anti-
quated. The most ordinary terms are misspelt and misinterpreted.”
The Nineteenth Century. May, 1893, p. 775.
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Tae following compilation has been suggested by the
visit to India of Mrs. Besant.

There is a Latin proverb, De mortuis nihil nist bonum,
Of the dead let nothing be said but what is good.
Under ordinary circumstances this rule ought to be ob-
served ; baut when the dead are used to diffuse most
pernicious error among millions of the living, the hope
of India, the truth ought to be spoken.

Still, it may be said to be unfair to bring charges against
the dead who cannot rebut them. They were made in
1884, when Madawme Blavatsky was alive, and was pablicly
challenged to disprove them in a Court of law. (See page
11.)

A careful study of the following papers wili show that
Madame Blavatsky and her followers are most unsafe
religious guides.

The attention of educated Hindus is especially invited
to the closing chapter. Instead of accepting what is
virtually a godless philosophy, let them hold fast the great
truths, that God is our Father.in heaven, and that our first
duty is to be obedient and loving children. Acknowledg-
ing the Fatherhood of God, the Brotherhood of Man
follows as a legitimate inference.

J. Murpocs.
Mapras, December, 1893.
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THEOSOPHY EXPOSED.

1. SPIRITUALISM.

Some account may be fitly given of this system, with
which the founders of Theosophy originally started.

Belief in Ghosts.—‘ Modern Spiritualism,”” says a writer
in the Encyclopedia Britannica, * arose from one of the
commonest superstitions in the world.” Iateresting de-
tails regarding the different notions entertained of ghosts,
or disembodied spirits, will be found in Tylor’s Prumitive
Culture. The most troublesome ghosts were supposed to
be those of men notorious for their violence during life or
of persons who had been murdered.

Faith in ghosts was gradually disappearing among en-
lightened nations. About seventy years ago, Sir Walter
Scott, in his Demonology and Witcheraft, could say,  the
increasing civilisation of all well-constituted countries has
blotted out the belief in apparitions.” Their physical
causes became understood. Sully says, ¢ Kant observed
that the madman is a dreamer awake, and more recently
Wundt has remarked that, when asleep, we ‘can experi-
ence nearly all the phenomena which meet us in lunatic
asylums.’ ’* Some affection of the brain, which in its
severer form causes insanity, may, in 2 milder degree,
occasion spectral illusions. The case of Nicolai, a German
bookseller, is well known. The following is abridged from
his own account :—

“ I generally saw human forms of both sexes, but they usually seem-
ed not to take the smallest notice of each other, moving as in a market-

lace, where all are eager to press through the crowd; at times,
owever, they seemed to be transacting business with each other, I
also saw several times people on horseback, dogs, and birds. I also

began to hear them talk: the phantoms sometimes conversed amon
themselves, but more frequently addressed their discourse to me.”

* Illusions, p. 182. +t Hibbert's Philosophy of Apparitions, pp. 6, 7.
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Nicolai’s illusions were caused by too much blood. When
some was withdrawn by the application of leeches, the
illusions began to fade, and at last they dissolved in the
air. Hibbert gives an account of different supposed appari-~
tions, arising from excited states of particular temper-
aments, &c.

Rise of Spiritnalism.—Formerly ghosts, for the most
part, moved silently in dim twilight, though noisy appa-
ritions were also known, Theyi’kewise contented them-
selves with terrifying people. In 1847-8 they made a new
departure, answering questions by means of raps. This
first took place in the United States, that land of marvels.
Colonel Olcott thus magniloquently describes the new
phenomenon :— ]

“If ever there was a fact of science proved, it is that a new and
most mysterious force of some kind has been manifesting itself since
March 1848, when this mighty miodern epiphany was ushered in,
with a shower of raps, at an obscure hamlet in New York State.
Beginning with these percussive sounds, it has since displayed its
energy in a hundred (fiﬁerent phenomena, each inexplicable upon
any known hypothesis of science, and in almost, if not quite, every
country of our globe."*

The “inexplicable phenomena’ began with the * so-
called ‘spirit rap.’” By these simple signals the whole
modern movement called Spiritualism was ushered in.”+
Persons supposed to be able to hold intercourse with spirits
were called mediums. Answers to questions were denoted
by a certain number of raps.

The rappings were so successful that the spirits were
encouraged to give other manifestations of their presence.
Some mediums claimed to have the “ power of floating in
and moving through the air, of raising tables from the
ground and keeping them suspended, and of performing
many other supernatural feats.”

The first professed mediums were two young sisters of
the name of Fox. They were followed by Davis, the
‘ Poughkeepsie Seer,” the Eddy Brothers, Katie King,
Dr. Slade, and others too numerous to mention.

* Addresses, p. 58. + Ibid, p. 61.
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Spread of Spiritualism.—The believers in this system
claim to be fifteen millions strong. Thisis an exaggeration,
but they are numerous. “Man,” says The Salurday Review,
“ is natarally prone to superstition, and in his earlier stages
of culture will invent the strangest theories to account for
the phenomena he sees around bim. So much of this old
leaven is left in ns, that any new doctrine, however
preposterous it may be, is sure to find adherents.”

It was said of the ancient Athenians that they ‘‘ spent
their time in nothing else, but either to tell or to hear some
new thing.” Spiritnalism bas been taken up by many in
the same way. Some thoughtiul men are drawn to it for a
higher reason: “Inquirers who live in constant fear that
science is trying to gemonstrate the truth of materialism,
and to rob them of their dearest hope, that of a future life
in the society of their departed friends, turn eagerly to
what they think ocular evidence of another existence.”*

That there should be so many spiritualists is not surpris-
ing. Carlyle, with grim humour, describes the population of
the British Islands, about thirty millions, as “ mostly fools.”
Colonel Olcott bears the following testimony to the pres-
ence of some of them in India :—

“I can show any of you, if you chose, a bundle of requests for the
miracalous cure of physical and mental ailments, the recovery of
lost property, and other favours. And, lest my English auditors
might be disposed to laugh in their sleeves at Hindu credulity, let
me warn them that some of the most preposterous of these requests
have come from their own community ; some from persons so highly
gln.ccd that they have asked that their names may be withheld at all

azards.” Addresses, p. 107.

Reagons for Disbelief in Spiritnalism.—The great body
of scientific men reject the system for the following
reasons :—

1. Asarule these phenomena are exhibited in the presence of

‘ sensitives,” who are paid for exercising their profession and who
prefer to do so in a dark room.

* Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol, II,
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2. As arule, nothing worth notice has occurred at séances,® when
competent observers have been present.

When strange phenomena have been witnessed, they have
often been traced to conscious imposture and legerdemain.

4. When conscious imposture does not come in, unconscious
cerebration and unconscious muscular action, supervening on a state
of expectant attention, are just as deceitful.

5. The received spiritualist theory belongs to the philosophy of
savages. A savage looking on at a spiritual séance in London would
be perfectly at home in the proceedings.

6. The reported doings and sayings of the spirits are trivial,
irreverent, useless and shocking.

There is scarcely any literature, not even the records of trials for
witcheraft, that is more sad and ludicrous than the accounts of
spiritual séances.}

Acknowledgments of Trickery.—Mr. Crookes, a noted
spiritualist, makes the following admission :—

“ In the countless number of recorded observations I have
read, there appear to be few instances of meetings held for
the express purpose of getting the phenomena under test
conditions.”’]

Colonel Olcott confesses, “a multitade of sickening
exposures of the rascality of mediums,...and the average
puerility and frequent mendaciousnessof the communications
received.” “ Little by little a body of enthusiasts is forming,
who would throw a halo of sanctity around the medium,
and by doing away with test conditions, invite to the per-
petration of gross frands. Mediums actually caught red-
handed in trickery, with their paraphernalia of traps, false
panels, wigs and puppets about them, have been able to
make their dupes regard them as martyrs to the rage of
sceptics, and the damning proofs of their guilt as having
been secretly supplied by the unbelievers themselves to
strike a blow at their holy cause!§ The voracious cre-
dulity of a large body of Spiritualists has begotten nine-
tenths of the dishonest tricks of mediums.”]|

* Sittings with a view of holding intercourse with spirits.
t Abridged from the Encyclopadia Britannica, Vol. I1.

1 Olcott’s Lectures, p. 60.

§ These words suggest an application.

Ul Oleott’s Lectures, pp. 58, 59, 60.



EXPOSGRE OF MADAME BLAVATSEY. 11

The foregoing remarks refer only to SeierrrvaLisM, pro-
perly so cailed—professed direct intercourse with departed
spirits. They do not apply to hyprotism and kindred
subjects.

2. EXPOSURE OF MADAME BLAVATSKY BY
THE MADRAS CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
MAGAZINE.

The early notices of Theosophy in the Madras Christian
College Magazine, were 8o mild, that ““in some quarters it
was exposed to a suspicion of lukewarmness in its oppo-
sition to a thoroughly anti-Christian movement. It was
even held up by Colonel Olcott as a pattern to others.”*
Better acquaintance led to a very decided change of
policy. The Editor says :—

“So long as the leaders of the Theosophical movement could
be spoken of with respect, they received that respect in the pages
of this Magazine, and now that we must a different tale unfold, we
had rather hold our peace. But our duty to the public which
both in its Native and in its European contingents, has been so
completely hood-winked, demands that we speak out. What follows
is_serious matter, quite as serious to us as to Madame Blavatsky.
We have weighed the responsibility and resolved to take it up.
After satisfying ourselves by every precaution that the sources of
the following narrative are genuine and authentic, we have resolv-
ed, in the interests of public morality, to publish it.”+

Then 43 pages follow, giving full details, showing the
real character of the alleged phenomena.

Colonel Olcott mentions above that “mediums caught red-
handed in trickery, are able to make their dupes regard
them as martyrs, and the damning proofs of their guilt, as
baving been secretly supplied by the unbelievers themselves
to strike a blow at their holy canse.” The Theosophists

* Vol. II. p. 303. + Vol II. p. 200.
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adopted the same tactics. The letters were alleged to be
forgeries ; “ only a pretext to injure the cause of Theoso-
phy.” Madame Blavatsky was challenged to disprove
their genuineness in a Court of law ; but this she prudently
declined. ]

The Rev. George Patterson, then Editor of the Chris-
tian College Magazine, deserves great credit for the manner
in which the fraud was exposed. The view taken by
him may be regarded as also held by the Rev. Dr.
Miller, and the other Professors of the Madras Christian
College.

To economise space and avoid repetition, details are
not given under this head. The principal facts are noticed
in the Proceedings of the Society for Psychical Research
given below, and in other chapters which follow.

3. REPORT OF THE PSYCHICAL RESEARCH
SOCIETY.

This Society was founded in 1882, under the Presidency
of Professor H. Sidgwick of Cambridge, author of The
Method of Ethics, &c. Its object is to make ‘ an organis-
ed attempt to investigate that large group of debatable
phenomena designated by such terms as mesmeric, psychi-
cal, and spiritualistic.’”” Some distinguished men are
conpected with it. The following Report was written by
Professor Sidgwick. It is followed in the Proceedings®
by “ 2. Account of Personal Investigations in India, and
discussion of the Authorship of the *“ Koot Hoomi” Letters,
by Richard Hodgson.”

Mr. Hodgson’s “ Account’” occupies 193 pages, and
contains ‘ Plan of Occult Room with Shrine and Sarround-
ings,” together with fac stmiles of a number of the Letters.

# December, 1885. Published by Triibner & Co. Price 4s. 68d.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
APPOINTED TO

INVESTIGATE PHENOMENA CONNECTED WITH
THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

STATEMENT AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE COMMITTEE.

In May, 1884, the Council of the Society for Psychical
Research appointed a Committee for the purpose of taking
such evidence as to the'alleged phenomena connected with
the Theosophical Society as might be offered by members
of that body at the time in England, or as could be collect-
ed elsewhere.

The Committee counsisted of the following members,
witl;vpower to add to their number:—Messrs. E. Gurney,
F. W. H. Myers, F. Podmore, H. Sidgwick, and J. H.
Slack. They have since added Mr. R. Hodgson and Mrs.
H. Sidgwick to their number.

For the convenience of Members who may not have follow-
ed the progress of the Theosophical Society, a few words of
preliminary explanation may be added here.

The Theosophical Society was founded in New York in
1875, by Colonel Olcott and Madame Blavatsky, ostensibly
for certain philanthropic and literary purposes. Its head-
quarters were removed to India in 1878, and it made con-
siderable progress amoug the Hindus and other educated
natives. “ The Occult World,” by Mr. Sinnett, at that
time editor of the Pioneer, intrnduced the Society to
English readers, and that work, which dealt mainly with
phenomena, was succeeded by ‘ Esoteric Buddhism,” in
which some tenets of the Occult Doctrine, or so-called
“ Wisdom-religion,” were set forth. But with these doc-
trines the Committee have, of course, no concern.
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The Committee had the opportunity of examining Colonel
Olcott and Madame Blavatsky, who spent some months
in England in the summer of 1884, and Mr. Mohini M.
Chatterji, 2 Brahman graduate of the University of Cal-
cutta, who accompanied them. Mr. Sinnett also gave evi-
dence before the Committee ; and they have had before them
oral and written testimony from numerous other members of
the Theosophical Society in England, India, and other coun-
tries, besides the accounts of phenomena published in “ The
Occult World,” “Hints on Esoteric Theosophy,” The
Theosophist, and elsewhere.

According to this evidence, there exists in 'T'ibet
a brotherhood whose members have acquired a power over
nature which enables them to perform wonders beyond the
reach of ordinary men. Madame Blavatsky asserts herself
to be a Chela, or disciple of these Brothers, (spoken of also
as Adepts and as Mahatmas,) and they are alleged to have
interested themselves in a special way in the Theosophical
Society, and to have performed many marvels in connection
with it. They are said to be able to cause apparitions
of themselves in places where their bodies are not,
and not only to appear, but to communicate intelligently
with those whom they then visit, and themselves to
perceive what is going on when their phantasm appears.
This phantasmwal appearance has been called by Theoso-
phists the projection of the “ Astral form.” The evidence
before the Committee includes several cases of such
alleged appearances of two Mahatmas, Koot Hoomi and
Morya. It is further alleged that their chelas, or disci-
ples, are gradually tanght this art, and that Mr. Damodar
K. Mavalankar in particular, a Theosophist residing at the
head-quarters of the Society, has acquired it, and has
practised it on several occasions. It may be observed that
these alleged voluntary apparitions, though carrying us
considerably beyond any evidence that has been collected
from other sources, still have much analogy with some
cases that have come under the notice of the Literary
Committee.

But we cannot separate the evidence offered by the
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Theosophists for projections of the “ Astral form,” from
the evidence which they also offer for a different class
of phenomenas, similar to some which are said by Spirit-
nalists to occur through the agency of mediums, and which
involve the action of  psychical” energies on ponderable
matter; since such phenomena are usnally described either
as (1) accompanying apparitions of the Mahatmas or their
disciples, or (2) at any rate as carrying with them a mani-
fest reference to their agency.

The alleged phenomena which come under this head con-
sist—so far as we need at present take them into account—
in the transportation, even through solid matter, of ponder-
able objects, including letters, and of what the Theoso-
phists regard as their duplication ; together with what is
called “ precipitation’” of handwriting and drawings on
previously blank paper. The evocation of sound without
physical means is also said to occur.

In December, 1884, the Committee considered that the
time had come to issue a preliminary and provisional
Report. This Report, on account of its provisional char-
acter, and for other reasons, was circulated among Members
and Associates of the Society for the Psychical Research
only, and not published. In drawing up the present
Report, therefore, the Committee have not assumed that
their readers will be acquainted with the former one. “The
conclusion then come to was expressed as follows: “On
the whole (though with some serious reserves), it seems
undeniable that there is a primd facie case, for some part,
at least, of the claim made, which, at the point which the
investigations of the Society for Psychical Research have
now reached, cannot, with consistency, be ignored. And
it seems plain that an actual residence for some months in
India of some trusted observer—by actual intercourse with
the persons concerned, Hindu and European, so far as may
be permitted to him—is an almost necessary pre-requisite
of any more definite judgment.”

In accordance with this view, a member of the Com-
mittee, Mr. R. Hodgson, B. A., Scholar of St. Jobn’s
College, Cambridge, proceeded to India in November, 1884,
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and after carrying on his investigations for three months,
returned in April, 1885. »

In the Madras Christian College Magazine for September
and October, 1884, portions of certain letters were publish-
ed which purported to have been written by Madame
Blavatsky to a M. and Madame Coulomb, who had occupied
positions of trust at the head-quarters of the Theosophical
Society for some years, but had been expelled from it in
May, 1884, by the General Council of that Society during
the absence of Madame Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott in
BEurope. These letters, if genuine, unquestionably impli-
cated Madame Blavatsky in a conspiracy to produce mar-
vellous phenomena fraudulently ; but they were declared
by her to be, in whole or in part, forgeries. One important
object of Mr. Hodgson’s visit to Iudia was to ascertain,
if possible, by examining the letters, and by verifying
facts implied or stated in them, and the explanations of
the Coulombs concerning them, whether the letters were
genuine or not. The Editor of the Jhristian College Magazine
had already, as Mr. Hodgson found, taken considerable
pains to ascertain this; but he had not been able to obtain
the judgment of a recognised expert in handwriting.
Accordingly, a selection of the letters, amply sufficient
to prove the conspiracy, was entrusted by the editor (in
whose charge Madame Coulomb had placed them), to
Mr. Hodgson, who sent it home before his own return.
These, together with some letters undoubtedly written
by Madame Blavatsky, were submitted to the well-known
expert in handwriting, Mr. Netherclift, and also to
Mer. Siras of the British Museum. These gentlemen came
independently to the conclusion that the letters were
written by Madame Blavatsky. This opinion is entirely
in accordance with the impression produced in the Com-
mittee by the general aspect of the letters, as well as by
their characteristic style, and much of their contents.

The Committee further desired that Mr. Hodgson should,
by cross-examination and otberwise, obtain evidence that
might assist them in judging of the value to be attached
to the testimony of some of the principal witnesses; that
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he should examine localities where phenomena had oc-
curred, with a view of ascertaining whether the expla-
nations by trickery, that suggested themselves to the
Committee, or any other such explanations, were possible;
and in particalar, as already said, that he should, as
far as possible, verify the statements of the Coulombs with
a view to judging whether their explanations of the phe-
nomena were plausible. For it is obvious that no value
for the purpose of the psychical research can be attached
to phenomena, where persons like the Coulombs have been
coocerned, if it can be plausibly shown that they might
themselves have produced them : while, at the same time,
their unsupported assertions that they did produce them,
cannot be taken by itself as evidence.

After hearing what Mr. Hodgson had to say on these
poiuts, and after carefully weighing all the evidence before
them, the Committee unanimously arrived at the following
conclusions :—

(1) That of the letters put forward by Madame Coulomb
all those, at least, which the Committee have had
the opportunity of themselves examining and of
submitting to the judgment of experts, are un-
doubtedly written by Madame Blavatsky; and
suttice to prove that she has been engaged in
a long-continued combination with other persons
to produce by ordinary means a series of apparent
marvels for the support of the Theosophic move-
ment.

(2) That, in particular, the Shrine at Adyar, through
which letters purporting to come from Mahatmas
were received, was elaborately arranged with a
view to the secret insertion of letters and other
objects through a sliding panel at the back,
and regularly used for this purpose by Madame
Blavatsky or her agents.

(3) That there is consequently a very strong geueral
presumption that all the marvellous narratives
put forward as evidence of the existence and occult
power of the Mahatmas are to be explained as

B
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due either (a) to deliberate deception carried out
by or at the instigation of Madame Blavatsky,
or (b) to spontaneous illusion, or hallucination, or
unconscious misrepresentation, or invention on the
part of witnesses. :

(4) That after examining Mr. Hodgson’s report of the
results of his personal inquiries, they are of
opinion that the testimouy to these warvelsis in
no case sufficient, taking amount and character
together, to resist the force of the general pre-
sumption above mentioned.

Accordingly, they thick that it would be a waste of time
to prolong the investigation.

As to the correctness of Mr. Hodgson’s explanation of
particular marvels, they do not feel called upon to express
any definite couclusion; since on the one hand, they are
not in a position to endorse every detail of this explana-
tion, and on the other hand, they have satisfied themselves
as to the thoroughness of Mr. Hodgson’s investigation,
and have complete reliance on his impartiality, and they
recognise that his means of arriving at a correct conclusion
are far beyond any to which they can lay claim.

There is only one special point on which the Com-
mittee think themselves bound to state explicitly a modi-
fication of their original view. They said in effect in their
First Report that if certain phenomena were not genuine,
it was very difficult to suppose that Colonel Olcott was
not implicated in the fraud. But after considering the evi-
dence that Mr. Hodgson has laid before them as to Colonel
Olcott’s extraordinary credulity, and inaccuracy in observa-
tion and inference, they desire to disclaim any intention of
imputing wilful deception to that gentleman.

The Committee have no desire that their conclusion
should be accepted without examination, and wish to
afford the reader every opportunity of forming a judgment
for himself. They therefore append Mr. Hodgson’s account
of his investigation, which will be found to form by far the
largest and most important part of the present Report.
In i, and the appendices to it, is incorporated enough
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of the evidence given by members of the Theosophical
Society to afford the reader ample opportunity of judging
of both its quantity and quality.

There is, however, evidence for certain phenomens
which did not occur in India and are not directly dealt
with in Mr. Hodgson’s Report. Accounts of them will be
found at page 382, with some remarks in this by Mrs. H.
Sidgwick.

The Report of Mr. Netherclift on the handwriting of
the Blavatsky-Coulomb letters will be found at page 381.
Extracts from the letters themselves are given in Mr,
Hodgson’s Report, pages 211—216.

The authorship of the letters attributed to Koot Hoomi,
which are very numerous, and mauny of them very long,
is fully discussed in Mr. Hodgson’s Report. It may be
mentioned here that it is maintained by some that the
confents of these letters are such as to preclude the possi-
bility of their having been written by Madame Blavatsky.
This has never beeu the opinion of the Committee, either
as regards the published letters or those that have been
privately shown to them in manuscript. Those who wish
to form an independent opinion on the subject are referred
to “The Occult World” and ¢ Esoteric Buddhism,” which
coutain many of the letters themselves, and much matter
derived from others.

In this connection may be conveniently mentioned what
the Committee, in their I'irst Report, called the most
serious blot which had then been pointed out in the
Theosophic evidenco. A certain letter, in the Koot Hoomi
handwriting, and addressed avowedly by Koot Hoomi from
Thibet to Mr. Sinnett, in 1880, was proved by Mr. H.
Kiddle, of New York, to contain a long passage apparently
plagiarised from a speech of Mr, Kiddle’s made at Lake
Pleasant, August 15th, 1880, and reported in the Banner of
Light some two months or more previous to the date of
Koot Hoomi’s letter. Koot Hoomi replied (some months
later) that the passages were no doubt quotations from
Mr. Kiddle’s speech, which he had become cognisant of in
some occult manner, and which he had stored in his mind ;
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but that the appearance of plagiarism was due to the
imperfect precipitation of the letter by the chela, or disciple,
charged with the task. Koot Hoomi then gave what he
asserted to be the true version of the letter as dictated and
recovered by his own scrutiny apparenily from the
blurred precipitation. In this fuller version the quoted
passages were given as guotations, and mixed with con-
troversial matter. Koot Hoomi explained the peculiar form
which the error of precipitation had assumed by saying
that the qumoted passages had been more distinctly im-
pressed on his own mind by an effort of memory than
his own interposed remarks; and, that inasmuch as the
whole composition had been feebly and inadequately pro-
jected, owing to his own physical fatigne at the time, the
high lights only, so to speak, had come out; there had
been many illegible passages which the Chela had
omitted. The Chkela, he said, wished to submit the letter
to Koot Hoomi for revision, but Koot Hoomi declined
for want of time.

The weakness of this explanation was pointed out (in
Light) by Mr. Massey, who shewed (among other points)
that the quoted sentences seemed to have been ingeniously
twisted into a polemical sense, precisely opposite to that
in which they were writteu.

And more lately (in Light, September 20th 1884), Mxr.
Kiddle has shown that the passage thus restored by no
means comprises the whole of the unacknowledged quota-
tions ; and, moreover, that these newly-indicated quota-
tions are antecedent to those already admitted by Koot
Hoomi, and described as forming the introduction to a
fresh topic of criticism. The proof of a deliberate
plagiarism aggravated by a fictitions defence is therefore
irresistible.

In conclusion, it is necessary to state that this not the
only evidence of fraud in connection with the Theosophical
Society and Madame Blavatsky, which the Committee
had before them, prior to, or independently of, the publica-
tion of the Blavatsky-Coulomb correspondence. Mr. C. C.
Massey had brought before them evidence which convinced
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both him and them that Madame Blavatsky had, in 1879,
arranged with 2 medium, then in Loundon, to cause
a ‘“ Mahatma ” letter to reach him in an apparently ‘ mys-
terious ”’ way. The particulars will be found a2t page 397.

It forms no part of our duty to follow Madame Blavatsky
into other fields. But with reference to the somewhat
varied lines of activity which Mr. Hodgson’s Report sug-
gests for her, we may say that we cannot coasider any
of them as beyond the range of her powers. The homage
which her immediate friends have paid to her ability has
been for the most part of an unconscious kind; and some
of them may still be unwilling to credit her with mental
resources which they have hitherto been so far from sus-
pecting. For our own part, we regard her neither as the
mouthpiece of hidden seers, nor as a mere vulgar adven-
turess; we think she has achieved a title to permanent
remembrance as one of the most accomplished, ingenious,
and interesting impostors in history.

4. CRITICAL HISTORICAL REVIEW OF THE
THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

A Paper read at the Chicago Psychical Science Congress, by
Wit. Exyerte Coreyay, Member, American Oriental Society,
Member Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain, Member Pali
Text Society, etc. Reprinted in the Chicago Religio-Philoso-
phical Journal*

During the year 1874, the American Press published
many accounts of alleged remarkable manifestations of
disembodied human spirits taking place at Chittenden,
Vermont, through the mediumship of the Eddy Brothers.
That these wanifestations were fraudulent—and very
shallow trickery at most—has been well established. Van-
ous exposcs thereof have been published by myself and
others; and the principal materializing medium, William
Eddy, has been detected in fraud on several occasions.
Colonel Henry S. Olcott, of New York, spent about two

* The following reprint is from an Indian newspaper. It may contain
some slight errors. The headings are not in the original.
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months ai the Eddy homestead in the auntumn of 1874,
during which time he prepared for publication, in the New
York Graphic, a series of articles descriptive of the pheno-
mepa seen by him. On October 14, 1874, Colonel Olcott
first met at Chittenden Madame Helena Petrovna Bla-
vatsky, a Russian woman of good family, who seems to
have had from childhood an overweening predilection for
the mystical and the marvellous, and who had for many
years posed as a spiritualistic medium. A strong friend-
ship sprang up between these two, and they soon became
comrades or ‘‘chums.” Early in 1875, we find Colonel
Olcott and Mme. Blavatsky in Philadelphia, assuming to
investigate the so-called spiritualistic phenomena mani-
fested in presence of Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Holmes. Certain
alleged materializations of Jobn and Katie King, through
the Holmes, had a short time before been denounced as
fraudulent by Robert Dale Owen ; and the confederate who
had personated Katie King had made a confession of her
guilt. Colonel Olcott published in 1875 a narrative of the
investigations of himself and Mme. Blavatsky and they
declared that the phenomena were all genuine, and the
exposé of the Holmeses was due to a conspiracy against
them. That the whole of the manifestations through the
Holmeses were fraudulent is beyond reasonable doubt.
They have been many times caught in the act of trickery ;
and, being detected in such not long after the publication
of Olcott’s narrative, Mme. Blavatsky, baving accomplished
her purpose with them, namely, that of deluding Colovel
Olcott into the belief of the possession of remarkable
psychic power by her (Mme. B.), publicly repudiated further
connection with them.

Earry Fraups oF THE MADAME.

Mme. Blavatsky had claimed to be berself a medium for
the same John King utilized by the Holmeses,and Olcott has
told us of various psychic phenomena seen by him claiming
to emanate from Jobn King, and performed through Mme.
Blavatsky. It is evident that Mme. Blavatsky and the
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Holmeses were in collusion in the production of spurious
phenomena palmed off on Olcott as genuine. R. B. West-
brook, LL.D., one of the original officers of the Theoso-
phical Society, stated in The Religio-Philosopiiecal Journal,
Chicago, Sept. 14, 1889, that Mrs. Holmes had admitted as
much, and had stated that Mme. Blavatsky proposed to her
a partnership in the “ materialization show business,”” with
Colonel Olcott as manager, claiming that she had already so
“ psychologized him that he did not know his head from his
heels.” Early in 1875, Mme. Blavatsky sent to General F. J.
Lippitt a picture, which she said had been painted for the
General by the spirit John King himself. In Mind and
Matter, Philadelphia, Nov. 27, 1880, was published conclu-
sive evidence, found in Mme. B's room in Philadelphia, that
she had herself painted this picture, except certain flowers,
etc., which were already on the satin when she procured it.
Mme. Blavatsky is known to have fair skill as a painter.
Further, Mrs. Hannah M. Wolff, of Washington,D. C., in a
ublished account of her experience with Mme. Blavatsky
in 1874, has stated that Mme. Blavatsky having claimed
that certain pictures were painted by spiritual power direct,
she was watched by three journalists residing in the same
house, and they saw Mme. Blavatsky get up in the night and
paint them herself. About this time, Mrs. Wolff discovered
that the MS. of a book which Blavatsky submitted to her
for revision, and which she claimed was her original work,
was an almost verbatim trauslation from a Russian book.
In Cairo, Egypt, in 1872, certain spiritualistic phenomena
with which Mme. Blavatsky was connected were found
out to be fraudulent, and she narrowly escaped personal
violence from the enraged populace whom she had deceived.
It is also evident that she was in collusion with Eddy
Brothers at Chittenden ; as one of the pretended spirits
gave her a part of a buckle, said to have been brought by
spirit-power from the grave of her father in Russia,
whereas it had never been in her father’s grave, and she
had no doubt carried it with her to Chittenden for the
purpose of getting up the sensational display of alleged
occultic power in which it subsequently played its part.
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Tre Oriciy or THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

So far the outlook is not favourable for genuine psychic
phenomena in connection with Mme. Blavatsky. We have
had one fraud in Cairo in 1872; two frands in New York
in 1874 ; three the same year at Chittenden in 1874 ; four
ditto in Philadelphia in 1875. Come we now to the
establishwent of the Theosophical Society. In the summer
of 1875, Colonel Olcott publicly broached the theory that
the spiritualistic phenomena were produced by the action
of the elementary spirits of earth, air, fire, and water, of the
medieval mystics. At a meeting in Mme. Blavatsky’s
parlor, Sept. 7, 1875, Mr. George H. Felt having declared
that he bad the power of controlling and rendering visible
the elementary spirits, it was resolved to form a society to
conduct research in the department covered by Mr. Felt’s
alleged discoveries. The first meeting of the Society took
place in Nov. 17, 1875, and it was called “The Theo-
sophical Society’’ for this reason: Webster’s Dictionary
defines theosophy as supposed intercourse with God and
gpirits “ by physical processes,”’ and as the Society was
formed to obtain knowledge of God and spirits “ by the
aid of physical processes,” as stated in its preamble, it was
named ‘ I'heosophical.” Colonel Olcott was elected its
President and H. P. Blavatsky, Corresponding Secretary,
positions permanently retained by them. Mr. Felt lectured
for the Society soon after, but failed to keep his promise
—bhe did not show, as Olcott puts it, *“so much as the wag
of the tail of a vanishing elemental.” From 1875 to 1878
the Society maintained a precarious existence, no psychic
phenomena being produced of any moment, and the mem-
bership dropping off constantly, until in 1877-78 it was
practically dead. In these three years, it added nothing
te our knowledge of true psychic science. In 1877 was
published Blavatsky’s first book, Isis Unveiled, which
unveils nothing. In it, and in various newspaper articles
of H. P. B. (as her friends were wont to call her), and of
Colonel Olcott, in 1876-78, were a number of conflicting
statements of the producing causes of psychic phenomena
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—mere assertions, devoid of all proof, and derived by
H. P. B. from the writings of Eliphas Levi, Paracelsus,
et al. These theories attributed most of the phenomena to
the action of the already mentioned * elementary’ spirits,
now re-christened ‘“ elements,” and to that of a new class
of “spirits’” called “elementaries.”” The latter were
described as the astral souls of wicked human beings, who
having lost their divine spirit (or immortal soul) before
death, survive for a time in the astral realm as shells or
reliquie, gradually becoming disintegrated or annihilated.
The bulk of mediumistic manifestation it was said, is due
to these two classes of spirits; o swmnall part proceeds from
the spirits of the good and pure in the higher life—all this
being dogmatic assertion, without evidence.

Tre Soctery v INDIA.

In 1878-79, the Theosophical Society was transferred to
Indie, as a branch of the Arya Samaj of Swami Dayananda
Saraswati. In 1882 this alliance was broken, and the
Swami denouuced Blavatsky and Olcott as tricksters—say-
ing that the phenomena produced by them in India (of
which I shall presently treat) were due to mesmerism, pre-
arrangement, and clever coojuring ; and that they knew
nothing of the occult science of the Yogis of old. In 1875
Mume. Blavatsky had claimed to be in communication with
an Egyptian Lodge, called the Brotherhood of Luxor, com-
posed of * Adepts,” or “ Brothers,”’—>Masters in Magical
lore; and she also caused Olcott to believe that one or
more of these ‘“Brothers” had accepted him as a pupil,
and that certain communications to him purporting to
come from them, and received by the Colonel through
her, were the veritable productions of these ‘ Adepts.”
Olcott asserts that one of them once visited him in his
room in a materialized astral form, aud as proof of his
objectivity left with him bis head-covering, which the
Colonel retaiuns to this day.

This was no doubt a confederate of H. P. B., employed
for the purpose. It is of a piece with the action of another
confederate of Mme. Blavatsky about this time, of whom
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Dr. Westbrook informsus. A woman, strangely attired and
veiled, came into the Doctor’s house, during a meeting
there at which Rev. W. R. Alger, Olcctt, and H. P. B.,
were present, and handed the latter a letter purporting to
come from the * Brothers,”—the messenger being presum-
ed to be an elementary. A few months afterward Dr.
Westbrook discovered that the presumed elementary was
an Irish servant girl, to whom Mme. Blavatsky had promised
to pay $5 for the personation of the messenger of the
“ Brothers.” Having failed to get her pay, she confessed
the fraud. One of the ‘“ Brothers” in communication with
Olcott, W. Q. Judge, and others, at this time, was called
Serapis ; sometimes he was called S. Another one was called
M. After removal to India, M.’s name was developed into
Morya, a Hindu name. This M., or Morya, was alleged to
have been the special gurn or teacher of Mme Blavatsky
from her childhood ; and it is claimed that he also became
Olcott’s guru after the Madame bad brought the two
together. Towards the latter part of her stay in America,
H. P. B. introduced to Messrs. Olcott and Judge an adept
called “The Kashmiri Brother.” The most noted of the
adepts exploited in later years is called Koot Hoomi Lal
Singh. His name was unknown in America; it was first
given to Mr. A. P. Sinnett in 1880, as one of the letters
of Koot Hoomi has stated—the same letter also stating
that he (K. H.) was known in America as “The Kashmiri
Brother.”

Being attracted to theosophy and Madame Blavatsky in
1880 by certain so-called occultic phenomena performed
by the latter, Mr. Allan O. Hume and Mr. A. P. Sinnett con-
ducted a correspondence, in that and following years, with
the two alleged adepts, M., or Morya, and Koot Hoomi,
principally the last named, said correspoundence passing
throngh Mme. Blavatsky as intermediary. The locale
of the Brothers was conveniently transferred from Egypt
and Kashmir to Tibet, where they were said to reside as
Buddhist leaders and teachers. Tibet being inaccessible to-
Europeans, it was impracticable to interview the adepts in
their own land, and they refused to show themselves in India
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to Mr. Hume and Mr. Sinnett. There have been a few
instances where a figure alleged to be that of Koot Hoomi
has been seen for a short time in India; it is well estab-
lished tbat these were frandulent impersonations, by
confederates of H. P. B. In a short time, the theosophic
adepts were identified with the mahatmas, a name applied
to the ancient Hindun rishis and sages; and since then
they have usually been styled mahatmas. Through re-
peated questioning, Messrs. Hume and Sinnett obtained
from the mahatmas portions of a system of philosophy and
religion, called by Koot Hoomi ¢ Esoteric Buddhism,” the
outlines of which are given in Mr. Sirnett’s book of that
name.

This book was originally to be written by Mr. Hume,
and he commenced to prepare it for the press; but
he got disgusted with the contradictions, inconsistencies,
falsehoods, and double-dealing manifested by the adepts
in their correspondence with him, and he accordingly
severed all connection with them and with Mme. Blavatsky.
Mr. Sinnett then took up the work, wrote it, and published
it ; and it is this book in particular that gave theosophy the
impetus which it received in Europe and America some
eight or ten years ago, and made it for a time the fashion-
able ““fad” with certain classes of minds. Mr. Sinnett’s
first book, The Occult World, published in 1880, was devoted
to the phenomena ascribed to Mme. Blavatsky and adepts.
In this book, and in theosophic literuture generally, the
mahatmas are described as the flowering of humanity, per-
fected human beings, having such command over the forces
of natare as to work what are ordinarily regarded as
remarkable miracles. They are said to be able to travel
instantaneously, in their astral bodies, to any part of the
world ; they can disintegrate and re-integrate matter at
will ; can wanufacture from the elements material objects,
such as flowers, saucers, ete.; can precipitate writing upon
paper, even in sealed envelopes; can read the thoughts of
men, and bhave a practical omniscience in all mundane
matters. Mme. Blavatsky was said to be an initiate of the
adepts, having served a seven years’ probation with them



28 THBEOSOPEY EXPOSED.

in Tibet ; and she was herself a partial adept, having power
to produce many of the phenomena performed by the fuilly
developed mahatma.

The Indian press in 1880 and subsequent years, pub-
lished many accounts of marvellous psychic phenomena
performed by and in coonection with Mme. H. P. B.; and
in 1884 the Society for Psychical Research, in Loandon,
appointed a Committee to investigate these phenomena. A
preliminary report, for circulation among members only
was published in that year, containing the evidence of
Blavatsky, Olcott, Mohini M. Chatterji, and Mr. Sianett,
and the oral and written testimony of numerous others iz
re said phenomena. This evidence was largely devoted to
the alleged apparitions of the mahatmas in their astral
form and to the asserted projection of his astral body by
Damcdar K. Mavalankar, an alleged chela (or pupil) of
Koot Hoomi, and co-worker with Mme. Blavatsky. In
September 1884, appeared in the Christian College
Magazine, Madras, the first instalment of the noted Coulomb
exposé of Mme. Blavatsky and the adepts.

Tae CouLouB-HopgsoN ExXPOsURE.

During the absence in Europe of Mme. Blavatsky and
Colonel Olcott, the Board of Control in charge at the Theo-
sophical Head-quarters at Adyar, Madras, had in May,
1884, expelled therefrom M. and Mme. Coulomb. Mme.
Coulomb had for several years occupied a position of trust at
the Head-quarters, and was in the confidence of, and wasa
special protegé of Mme. Blavatsky. After expulsion she
handed over to the editor of the Christian College Magazine
some seventy or eighty letters and other documents, mostly
in Blavatsky’s handwriting, which, if genuine, proved that
many of the psychic phenomena of Mme. Blavatsky were
certainly produced by fraud, including the writing of
mahatmic letters. In view of the ezposé consequent upon
the publication of a number of these letters, a member of
the Committee of the Soriety of Psychical Research, on
the invitation and at the expense of Prof. Sidgwick, the



CRITICAL HISTORICAL REVIEW. 20

President of the Society, Mr. Richard Hodgson proceeded
to India in November 1884, and there conducted a three
months’ investigation of the whole field of psychic pheno-
mensa pertaining to the Theosophical Society. The report
of Mr. Hodgson, embodying the results of these investiga-
tions, was published by the Society for Psychical Research
in December 1885; and it is a masterpiece of honest,
faithful, painstaking, accurate, and comprehensive research.
The letters of Mme. Blavatsky submitted by Mme.
Coulomb were declared by experts to be unquestionably
written by the former ; the allegations of forgery, interpola-
tious, etc., set up by H. P. B. and her friends, were shown
to be entirely false. More important still, the MSS. of a
number of the Koot Hoomi letters were carefully compared
by Mr. Hodgson, with the undoubted writing of Mme.
Blavatsky and also by two of the ablest experts in hand-
writing in England ; and they were declared by all three
to be the work of Mme. Blavatsky. It was also proven
that Damodar K. Mavalankar had been a confederate of H.
P. B, and that, during her absence in Europe, he had
written a number of Koot Hoomi letters, in 2 handwriting
in imitation of the Blavatsky K. H. penmanship, but
containing certain peculiarities found in his (Damodar’s)
ordinary writing. The letters of Morya, or Mahatma M.
were also shown to have been written by Mme. Blavatsky.
Evidence that the subject-matter of the mahatma letters
contained various peculiarities found in Mme. Blavatsky’s
own writing was also briefly presented by Mr. Hodgson.
These letters having been kindly lent to we, not long
ago, by Mr. Hodgson, I made a careful analysis of their
contents ; and I discovered in them overwhelming evidence
that they were, one and al], the work of H.P. B. They
teem with plagiarisms, just as do all of Mme. Blavatsky’s
writing ; they abound with errors and absurdities in
Sanskrit and Tibetan ; they have many contradictions
and inconsistencies, blunders and misstatements of similar
character to those in her works; and they have a large
number of marked chirographic and orthographic peculiar-
ities, which I have never seen anywhere except in the
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writings. of the mahkatmas and that of H. P. B. Mr. Hume,
in a letter in 1883 to Mme. Blavatsky, the original of
which is in my possession, told her that he knew that
she wrote all the Morya letters and some at least of
those signed K. H. That she wrote all of the letters
which he received is beyond doubt. Theletters attributed
to the mahatmas being proved to have emanated from
H. P. B. and Damodar, the powers ascribed to them,
and which are claimed in these letters, become mythical,
and the adepts themselves are resolved into the fanciful
output of H. P. B.s imagination. The so-called appear-
ances of Koot Hoomi at the Adyar Head-quarters have been
shown to be, as a rule, productions of M. Coulomb. Hoe,
in a dim light, at a convenient distance, walked about with
a dummy head and shoulders attached, to represent K. H.
The astral journeys of Damodar were found to be imaginary
—his alleged appearances at a distance being due to
fraudulent contrivauce between him and H. P. B. Nu-
merous occult phenomena were said to have taken place
in the “ Shrine” at the Adyar Head-quarters. Letters
addressed to mahatmas placed therein disappeared, in a
short time, and answers thereto were found substituted.
A broken saucer placed therein was in a few minutes
replaced by one completely whole. It was proven that
all this was accomplished by fraud. A secret panel was
in the back of the shrine, and an aperture and recess in
the wall behind enabled a confederate in the next room
(Blavatsky’s bedroom) to substitute quickly one letter for
another, and a duplicate saucer for the one broken. Dr.
Franz Hartmann, a leading theosophist then at Head-
quarters, admits that the pavel was found in the shrine,
and- that in order that the telltale shrine might not be
examined by Mr. Hodgson and the enemies of the
Theosophical Society, it was destroyed by himself, W. Q.
Judge, and a2 Hindu., A common phenomenon with Mme.
Blavatsky was the sound of a so-called “ astral’ hell, appa-
rently heard in the air near her. There is evidence that this
was produced by a contrivance concealed under her cloth-
ing, and operated by pressure of the arm against her side.
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Another common phenomenon was the dropping of
mabatma letters, usually from the ceiling and sometimes
in the open air. Mr. Hodgson was shown an opening
in the ceiling whence the letters were dropped by con-
federates, while those in the air were projected from trees
or other convenient places.

Mr. Hodgson’s report minutely examines the different
phenomena related in Mr. Siunett’s ¢ Occult World’, and
establishes fraud in every instance. The widely published
case, in which a lost brooch was returned to dlrs. Hume
by Mme. Blavatsky in an occult manner, is easily solved,
in view of the evidence that Mme. Blavatsky, had the brooch
in her possession a short time before the trick was accom-
plished. The saucer needed to complete the number
required at a picnic, and which was found by digging in
the ground at a place indicated by Mme. Blavatsky, is
readily explaived by the fact that it had been placed where
it was found by a confederate, while, as was the case in so
many of her tricks, the circumstauces and conversation
were cunningly led up by Mme. Blavatsky to the produc-
tion of the miracle.

Her correspondence with Mme. Coulomb proved that pre-
arrangement and fraud were practiced in her tricks with
cigarette paper. A torn paper was secreted somewhere
by her or one of ber confederates. A similar paper was
torn in a similar manner, in presence of the one for whom
the trick was done, and the Mme. stated that she had sent
it occultly to the place where the second paper was hidden.
Proceeding to that place, the latter was found, which the
dupe supposed to be the same paper that he saw torn.

Professor Elliot Coues at one time iuvestigated theo-
sophy thoroughly, and i 1890 published in the New York
Sun a scathing exposé of Mme. Blavatsky’s career and
that of the Society, procured from the editor of the
Christian College Magazine, the original lettersof H. P. B.,
and other documents obtained by him from Mme. Coulomb,
including very important letters of Mme. Blavatsky which
have never been published. Professor Coues has permitted
me to examine these papers, and I am thus enabled to
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confirm the truth of what Mr. Hodgsov has published
there anent.

Plagiarism is a warked characteristic of the writings
alike of Mme. Blavatsky and of the mahatmas. In Ieis
Unveiled T bave traced some 2,000 passages copied from
other books without credit. Her Secret Doctrine is permeat-
ed with similar plagiarisms. The Voice of the Silence,
claimed to be a translation by her of a Tibetan work, is a
compilation from various Buddhistic and Brahmanical works
—a wholesale plagiarism. The Book of Dzyan, another
bogus translation of au alleged ancient work, is also a com-
pilation from various uncredited sources—all of them 10th
century books. I have traced to the books whence copied
passages in the writings of the mahatmas in The Secret
Doctrine ; while the letters of the mahatmas to Messrs.
Hume and Sinnett contain many passages copied nncredited
from books, also traced by me to their sources. A letter to
Mr. Sinvett from Koot Hoomi, published in the Occult
World, was copied bodily, with afew verbal alterations, from
an address of Heory Kiddle, published in the /7oston Banner
of Light a short time before K. H. (?) wrote the letter. All
the doctrines tanght by H. P. B. and the adepts, including
minuti® and details are “ borrowed’’ from the writings of
others. There is nothing original anywhere in theosophy,
except the distortion, perversion, garbling, and misstate-
ments inberent in its literature, as presented by the
mahatmas and Mme. Blavatsky.

Mr. Hodgson shows, in his Report, that among Mme.
Blavatsky’s confederates was a Hindu usunally called Babajee
D. Nath, but whose real name was S. Krishnaswami. On
September 80, 1892, this Babajee made a confession of
his experiences with the theosophical leaders, solemnly
declared to be true in the name of Parabrahm and the
Hindu scriptures. I have a copy of the confession,
and it confirms Mr. Hodgson’s conclusions, and reveals a
mass of depravity sickening to contemplate. . He says he
became completely under the influence of H. P. B. and
Damodar, and he attested as trne whatever they told him.
H. P. B. gave him a letter from Koot Hoomi, telling him



CRITICAL HISTORICAL BEVIEW. 33

that be was a chela (pupil) of the mahatmas, and that he
must call himself a Tibetan—which he did. When Mr.
Siunett published that he (Babajee) had lived ten years
with the mahatmas, be was told by Mme. Blavatsky that
he had thus lived in his astral body. Damodar explained
to him that the false statements made publicly by him
(Damodar) regarding Babajee were made from the occultic
standpoint. Babajee says he also signed letters drawn
up by Olcott for the purpose. He accompanied Mme.
Blavatsky to Europe, and there saw her wriie mahatma
letters, which he found identical with letters received in
India as from the adepts. Both she and Damodar could
write many differeat hunds. While in Europe, Mohini M.
Chaterji and B. J. Padshah independently discovered fraud,
and the three proceeded to sift the matter. They found
bundles of blue and red pencils, with which the mabatma
letters were written, and packs of Chinese envelopes, in
which the missives were sent. There were also bundles
of Tibetan dresses and caps, used in personating the
mabatmas. Mme. Blavatsky’s Hindu servant, Babula, and
others, used to personate the mahatmas in these costumes.
This did not fall to him (Babajee) on account of his short
stature. T. Subba Row and A. J. Cooper-Oakely also
discovered the fraud, and resigned from the Societv. as
did M. M. Chatterji, the Gebbards, and others. Numuers
of post peons were bribed in India to allow H. P. B. to
open the letters, which was done by thin iron rods heated
being passed through the flaps of the envelopes. Being
opened, mahatma letters in blue or red pencil were in-
serted, or remarks penciled on the letters themselves.
Accompanying his confession, Babajee submitted letters
and documents confirming the truth of his statements.

Not long after the Coulomb-Hodgson exposé, Damodar
disappeared, and he has not since been seen. It was claim-
ed that he had gone to Tibet, though some assert that he
is dead. It is admitted by the theosophical leaders that
Damodar was guilty of much trickery and duplicity in
mahatmic matters; and in an alleged letter from Koot
Hoomi, which Col. Olcott says he received June 7, 1886, the
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mahatma says that Damodar had taken part in “many
questionable doings .. .. bringing disgrace npon the sacred
science and its adepts.”” As Damodar and H. P. B. work-
ed in conjunction, this is tavtamount to confession of
H. P. B.s guilt.

Since the death of H. P. B., Annie Besant and others
have received alleged letters from wmahatmas, Koot Hoomi
and Morya. Who wrote them ? “In a letter to Anuie
Besant from M. M. Shroff, Secretary of the Bombay Theo-
sophical Lodge, April 2, 1892, Mr. Shroff says that Brother

. Q. Judge is “ strongly suspected of having forged all
along letters in the name of the Masters after H. P. B.s
departure. H. S. Olcott, B. Keightley, and Edge are
absolutely convinced that Judge forged these letters, and
has been duping and deceiving poor Annie !”

In Mrs. Besant’s reply of April 22ud, she says, “I
know that Col. Olcott has made random statements to that
effect (that Judge forged the letters), as he made random
statements about H. P. B. committing frauds.” In Mr.
Judge’s reply to Mr. Shroff, iu this matter, he says that
Olcott should be asked for the proof of the charges aguinst
him (Judge), “for he is the oue who has given them out
and is their sole author.” In a letter of Mr. Shroff to
Annie Besant, July 15, 1892, he sends copy of a telegram
sent by S. V. Edge to B. Keightley, at Darjeeling, May
11, 1892, as follows: ‘Red Pencil lines business (that
is, mahatma letters) have reached Annie’s ears. What
can be done? Colonel, yourself, must write some conci-
liatory letters. Look sharp. Reply.” Whether Mr. Judge
wrote the letters or not, and I have no knowledge there
anent save the above-cited opinions of Olcott et al, these
facts prove that Col. Olcott bas distinctly charged Mr.
Judge with their production, and that Messrs. Keightley
and Edge, the leading theosophistsin India at the time, are
implicated in the making of this charge. Itisa sad com-
mentary upon the universal brotherhood and altrnism
which the Theosophical Society vaunts as its primary
basis of action and endeavour, that the President of the
Society should, rightly or wrongly, charge bis duly-elected
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successor to the Presidency with the heinous offence of
forging. letters in the name of the Holy Masters—the
alIeO’ed founders and sustainers of the Society, and the
fountain-head of all its inspiration and knowledge.

Consequent upoun the publication of the Hodzson Report,
the production of phenomena was tabood in the Theosophical
Society ; and since then the occultic marvels of the mahat-
mas, Mme. Blavatsky, and Damodar have ceased. Save an
occasional letter from oune or other of the adepts, said to
have been received by the theosopbic leaders, no sign of
their existence, or of the possession by them or H. P. B,
of occult power has been given. 'The psychical fraadu-
lence till then rampans in theosophy was effectually killed
by Mr. Hodgson.

It is generally admitted that since the Coulomb-Hodgson
expose, the Hindu theosophists, as a rule, have abandoned
faith in Mwme. Blavatsky and the ma.ha,tmas and, as is
asserted by promivent Hindus in the Society, the Indians
remaining in it do so because they regard theosophy as a
revival of Hmdmsm “ The Coulombs,” says N. D.
Khandalawala, in letter to B. Keightley, Sept. 8, 1890,
““ may be said to have given almost the death blow t6 the
Theosophical movement in India.” In a letter of H. P. B.,
sent to India by the hand of B, Keightley in 1390, entitled
“ Why I do not retura to India,”” and which was suppressed
for prudential coosiderations, the Madame says that since
her departure from India “devotion to the Masters. . .. hay
steadily dwindled away,” and belief in their existence has
been shaken in some, and is positively denied by others.
“With the exception of Col. Olcott, every one seems to
banish the Masters from their thoughts and their spirit from
Adyar. Every imaginable incongruity was connected with
these holy names, and I alone was held responsible for
every disagreeable event that took place.” ‘The Masters
and their spirit are virtually banished.”

It is siguificant that the very cream of the theosnphical
movement has discovered or admitted the practice of frand
in psychic phenomena by H. P. B.,, Damoduar, and others.
Prominent among those who have discovered some of the
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impositions practiced are the following named, ail of whom
have been more or less active workers in theosophic pro-
gagu,nda. Many of theni have guitted the Society in disgust.
Some remain in it still. Some, especially among the latter,
do not claim that all of the phenomena were fraudulent,
but that the genuine were supplemented by the fraudulent:
Col. H. 8. Olcott, Dr. Franz Hartmaun, Allen O. Hume,
T. Subba Row, Prof. Elliot Coues, Mabel Collins, Richard
Harte, E. Douglas Fawcett, A. J. Cooper-Oakley, C. C.
Massey, A. P. Sionett, Countess Wachtmeister, Anna
Kingsford, Dr. George Wyld, Franz and Aline Gebhard,
W. T.Brown, Mohini M, Chatterji, Mons. and Mme. Cou-
lomb, M. M. Shroff, Dr. J. K. Daji, Mrs. Emma Hardinge-
Britten, Dr. R. B. Westbrook, Mrs. Isabel de Steiger, N.
D. Khandalawala, Tookaram Tatya, A. D. Ezekiel, B. J.
Padshah, P. R. Venkataram Iyer, and Babajee D. Nath.

In addition, we have now Bertram Keightley and S. V.
Edge associated with Olcott in the charges made by him of
fraudulent mahatmic writing since the death of H. P. B.

The limitations of this paper would not permit of proof
being adduced, in detail, of the statements made. A
summary of results could alone be presented. Conclu-
sive proofs, howerer, of every assertion herein, are in my
possession and will be embodied in full in a work I am now
preparing for publication, expositive of the true nature of
theosophy and its evidences.

Summing up the results of this inquiry, it is seen that
the pretensions of theosophy to the possession of alarge
mass of the most remarkable genuine psychic phenomena
of the century, together with the true philosophy of their
production and of the nature and causes of ail the varied
classes of phenomena the consideration of which has devolv-
ed upon this Congress, have been proved baseless in whole
and io part. A careful examination of the entire circuit of
psychic phenomena connected with theosophy, and of the
so-called philosophy put forth in the name of the mythical
mahatmas, fuils to disclose a single genuine psychic fact
of value, excepting perhaps the possession and exercise by
Mme. Blavatsky of marked hypnotic power on various
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occasions, in the furtherance of her schemes—* psycholo-
gical tricks” or “glamour,” to use her own language;
while, as regards the philosophy, not one new idea or
doctrine, commendiug itself as worthy of serious scientific
consideration, has, in my opinion, been presented. From
first to last, as far as 1s concerned the advancement of
rational scientific research upon the important problems ia
present-day psychic manifestations awaiting solution at
the hands of science, I am convinced that theosophy has
been and is a signal failure ; and in the future, as in the
past, we can hardly expect from it any light upon the
momentons questions engaging the attention of this
Congress.

San Feancisco, Cat.

5. MADAME BLAVATSKY AND HER
CHIEF DUPES.

Had the friends of Madame DBlavatsky been content to
bury her and her system in oblivion, the dead would have
been allowed to rest; but when atheistic folly is flaunted
as divine wisdom, it is a bounden duty to speak out plainly.
Some account of the “ Founders” of Theosophy and their
principal coadjutors will be given to show what importance
may be justly attached to their assertions. Any new
gystem may also be rightly tested by its apparent fruits
in its advocates.

Mapame Bravarsky.

The Theosophist, edited by Madame Blavatsky for several
years, has as its motto: “There is no Religion bhigher
thau Trath.” It is asserted that, ‘ The moral standard of
the Theosophist is Tnure.” On one of the Theosophist
banuers was blazoned, ‘ There is no Duty higher than
Truth.” Has she exemplified this great virtue ? Instead
of that, she is charged with the following breaches of
16—
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Trickery.—Some of these are mentioned in the foregring
papers ; as, the professed recovery of a brooch, finding a
cup and saucer wanted at a picnic, mending a broken
saucer, beil sounds in the air, sending cigarettes, letters

from Tibet, etc.

Plagiarism.—A single instance of this may first be

quoted.

Extract from Mr. Kiddle's Ad-
dress, delivered August 15th
1880.

“My friends, idens rule the
world, and as men’s minds receive
new ideas, laying aside the old
and effete, the world advances.
Society rests upon them; mighty
revolutions spring from them;
institutions crumble before their
onward march. It is just as im.
possible to resist their influx,
when the time comes, as to stay
the progress of the tide.”

Extract from Koot Hoomi's let-
ter to Mr. Sinnett, first published
in June, 1881.

“Tdeas rule the world; and as
men's minds receive new ideas,
lnying aside the old and effete,
the world will advance. mighty
revolutions willspring from them,
creeds and even powers will crum-
ble before their onward march,
crushed by theirirresistible force.
It will be just ag impossible to
resist their influence when the
time comes as tostay the progress
of the tide.”

Professor Sidgwick says, “The proof of a deliberate
plagiarism aggravated by a fictitious defence is therefore

1rresistible.” (p. 20.)

The above is only one of numberless instances.

Mr, Coleman says:

“In Isis Unveiled T have traced some 2,000 passages copied from

other books without credit. Her Secret Doctrine is permeated with
similar plagiarism. The Voice nf the Silence, claimed to be o trans-
Jation by her of a Tibetan work. is a compilation from various
Buddhistic and Brahmanical works—a wholesale plagiarism. The
Book of Dzyan, another bogus transintion of an alleged ancient
work. is also a compilation from various uncredited sources—all of
them 19th century books.” See p. 32.

Forgery.—The letters attributed to Koot Hoomi were
unquestionably forged by Madame Blavatsky, or in her
absence by Damodar.

Lying.— Hints on Esoteric Philosophy, No. 1., a pamphlet
published during her lifetime, “ Issued under the Author-
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ity of the Theosophical Societs,” and acknowledged by
Mr. A. O. Hume, contains the following :

“Madime Blavatsks's converse is...... too often replete with
contradictions, inaceuracies, and at times apparently distinet mis-
statements.. ..

“ Her memory is undoubtedly impaired, and not unfrequently, [
believe, she quite unconsciously, in the course of conversation, makes
incorrect, if not absolutely false, statements.”” pp. 68, 69,

The charge of lying is not confined to individual cases;
she is accused of ““ consciously weaving for years an enor-
mons network of falsehood.” The case is thus stated by
Myr. Sinnett :—

“ There is no immediate alternative between the conclusion that
her statements concerning the Brothers are broadly true, and the
conclusion that she is what some American enemies have called her,
‘the champion impostor of the age.’ . . . Either she must be right, or
she has consciously been wearing an enormous network of falsehood
in all her writings, acts, and conversation for the last eight or nine
years... .Pure away as much as you like from the details of Madame
Blaratsky's stutement on aceonut of possible exaggeration, and that
which remains is a great solid block of residual statement which
must be either true, or o strncture of conscious falsehood."*

Bsoteric Philosophy, previously quoted, says :—

“ Admitting Madame Blavatsky’s indisputably good family con-
nections and rank, I see nothing in this to bar the possibility of
deception. The history of imposture shows that every rank, from
prince to peasant, has had its impostors.” p. 10.

Instead of being truthful, the founder of the Theo-
sophical movement is charged with TRICEERY, PLAGIARISN,
Forgery, and DELiBERaTe PaLskHoOD. She fully deserves
the epithet applied to her in Awerica, the ¢ CaanrioN IN-
POSTOR OF TH% AcE.”

Some accouut of her principal dupes will now be given.

Coroner OrcoTr.

Colonel Oleott claims to be the PresipENT-FounDER of the
Theosophical Suciety. The Supplement to The Theosophist,
January, 1881, gives an account of his public life as a

® The Qccult World, pp. 152, 153.
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member of the Bar, as an officer in the Army, Secretary of
the National Insurance Convention, Agricultural Editor of
The Tribune, &c. “ Although,”” he says, “I always took
an active part in all that concerned my country and
fellow-countrymen, and an especially active one during
our late civil war, yet my heart was not set on worldly
affairs.””* Before he met Madame Blavatsky in 1874, be
had “ideas that had been the growth of 22 years’ ex-
periences, with mediums and circles.” He also makes the
following candid acknowledgment: I wasin 1874—a man
of clubs, drinking parties, mistresses, a man absorbed in
all sorts of worldly public and private undertakings and
speculations.”t

He acknowledges that he was for 22 years a Spiritualist.
His own chief characteristic is the ¢ voracions credulity,”
with which he charges a “large body ” of them. (see
page 11.)

The single Cock-lane ghost in England, during the time
of Dr, Johnson, was a wonder for half a century; but
Colonel Olcott claims to have seen, from first to last, “more
than 500 apparitions of dead persons.” Among these were—

“ Americans and Europeans, Africans and Asiatics, Red Indians
of our Prairies and white people, each wearing his familiar dress,and
some even carrying their familiar weapons.” Lectures, p. 68.

Colonel Olcott had perhaps the unique experience of
weighing spirits. To do this correctly, he obtained one of
Howe’s best Standard Platform Scales. His experiments
elicited the remarkable fact that the spirits could vary
their weight. ““ Honto,” weighed successively 88, 58, 58,
and 65 lbs;  Katie Brink,” 77, 59, 52 lbs.]

He testifies to have seen the following :—

1. Showers of roses made to fall in a room. .

2, Letters from people in far countries drop from space into
my lap. ; ,

3. Heard sweet music, coming from afar upon the air, grow
louder and louder until it was in the room, and then die away again
out in the still atmosphere until it was no more.

* Lectures, p. 164. 4 Esoteric Philosophy, pp. 77-78.
1 People from the Other World, p. 487,
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g 4. Writing made to appear upon paper and slates laid upon the
oor.
5. Drawings upon the ceiling heyond any one's reach.
16. Pictures upon paper without the employment of pencil or
coloar.
7. Articles duplicated before my very eyes.
8. A living person instantly disappear before my sight.
9. Jet-black hair cut from a fair haired person’s head.
10. Had absent friends and distant scenes shown me in a crystal.
11. In America more than a hundred times, upon opening letters
upon various suabjects coming to me by the common post from my
correspondents in all parts of the world, have found inside, written
in their own familiar hand, messages to me from men in India who
possess the theosophical knowledge of natural law.

I have not even half exhausted the catalogue of the proofs that
have been vouchsafed to me during the last five years as to the reality
of Asiatic psychological science. (pp. 73, 74.)

An Accomplice or Dupe?—The Committee of the Psy-
chical Research Society said in their First Report ¢ that if
certain phenomena were vot genuine, it was very difficult to
suppose that Colonel Olcott was mnot implicated in the

fraud.” This formed part of Mr. Hodgson’s inquiry. He
expresses the following opinion :—

“ After reviewing the instances I have given of the unreliability
of Colonel Olcott’s testimony, some renders may be inclined to
think that Colonel Oleott must himself have taken an active and
deliberate part in the fraud, and have been a partner with Madame
Blavatsky in the conspirncy. Such, 1 must emphatically state, is
not my own opinion, though I should be unwilling to affirm thag
Colonel Olcott may not. by carrying out supposed injunctions of
his ¢ Master,” have improperly contributed, either by word or action,
to the marvellousness of certain phenomena. It is clear, for es-
ample, from documents in my possession, that the influence of
‘K. H. has been exerted unsuccessfully in the case of another
gentleman, for tlhe purpose of strengthening the evidence for an
alleged ‘occult’ phenomenon, and I can well understand that
Colonel Olcott may have heen induced by the solemn asseverations
of his ‘Masters ' that certain events occurred, to remember incidents
which never happened at all ; and how much may have been exacted
from his blind obedicnee it is impossible to determine. Further,
his capacity for estimating evidence, which could never have Leen
very great, was probably serionsly injured before the outset of his
Theosophical career by his faith in Madame Blavatsky, who herself
regarded him as the chief of those ‘domestic imbeciles’ and
‘familiar muffs’ to whom she refers in her letters to Madame
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Coulomb; and writing about him from America to a Hindu in
Bombay. she characterised him as a *psychologised baby,” saying
that the Yankees thought themselves very smart and that Colonel
Cicott thought he was particularly swmart, even for a Yankee. but
that he would have to get up much earlier in the morning to be
as smart as she was. His eandour was shown by his readiness in
providing me with extracts from his own diary, and the freedom
with which he allowed me to inspect important documents in his
possession ; and he rendered me every assistance in his power in
the way of acquiring the evidence of the native witnesses.”” pp.
310, 311.

Mr. Hodgson expresses the following opinion as to the
value of Colonel Olcott’s testimony :—

“The testimony of Colonel Oleott himself I found to be funda-
mentally at variance with fact in so many important points that
it hecame impossible for me to place the slightest valne upon the
evidence he offered. But in saying this I do not mean to suggest
any doubt as to Colonel Olcott’s honesty of purpose.” p. 210.

The Committee of the Psychical Research Society, « after
considering the evidence that Mr. Hodgson laid before
them as to Colonel Oleott’s extravrdinary credulity, and
inaccuracy in observation and inference, desire to dis-
claiim any intention of imputing wilful deception to that
gentleman.””  (See page 18.)

Considering that Colonel Olcott was hoodwinked by
unedncated farmers like the Eddy Brothers, and even
by servant girls into weighing them as spirirs, it is not
surprising that he should have been deceived by Madame
Blavatsky.

Mr. A. P. SivneTT.

Madame Blavatsky’s dupes afford an excellent illustra-
tion of the remark that scepticism and credulity are often
combined. Persons who are too wise to believe iu the
existence of an intelligent Creator, accept as trne the
grossest absurdities. This is nothing new. Lecky says in
his Hixtory of European Morals:— .

“There existed. too, to a very large extent. n kind of superstitious

gcepticism which oceupies o very prominent place in religions
history.” Vol. L p. 179.
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“The period when Roman incredulity reached its extreme point
had been the century that preceded and the half century that
followed the birth of Christ. ... . This disbelief, howerer, as I have
already noticed, co-existed with numerous magical and astrological
superstitions.”  Thid. p. 350.

“The notions, too, of magic and astrology, were detached from
all theological belief, and might be found among many who were
absolute atheists.” Ibid. p. 393.

Mr. Sinnett is author of The Occult 1orld, Esoleric
Buddhism, and other works which principally brought
Thevsophy before the English public. He swallowed the
following with regard to Isis Unveiled :—

*In the production of this book she was so largely helped by the
Brothers, that great portions of it are not really her work at all.
In the morning she would sometimes get up and find as much as
thirty slips added to the manuscript she hud left on her table
over-night.

“The book was written—as regards its physical production—at
New York, where Madame Blavatsky was utterly unprovided with
books of reference. It teems, however with references to books
of all sorts, including many of a very unusunl character, and
with gnotutions the exnctitude of which may easily be verified at
the great Buropean libraries, as foot-notes supply the number of
the pages, from which the passages taken are quoted.”*

The Bombay Gazette, reviewing The Occult World, says :—

“The first act of faith required of the disciple of Occult Philo-
sophy is to purge his mind of belief in an imaginary personal God
(p. 185)t and all similar ‘ current superstitions,’ (p. 152). This, we
may say in passing, is not in all cases so difficult as one might
suppose. Our author, at lenst, as we shall see, had so loose a hold
on these venerable beliefs, that a trick with a clock shade was

e;noughl to dislodge them, one and all, from his mind.” Sept.
24, 1841.

The following opivion is expressed on the book and
its author :—

“ We have to face the unpleasant fact that the author and one or
two others who, like himself, had some claim to be accepted as
representutives here of European learniug and culture, bave sub-
scribed their faith to as ridiculous a scheme of things as ever called
itself a philosophy, and that they have done so on the evidence of

as patent a scries of jnggling tricks as ever imposed on the bump-
kins at a village fair.”

* The Occult World, pp. 80, 100, t First Editiva.
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The New York Herald says of Mr. Sinnett, that he “ brays
with a fatuous ingenuousness and with a good faith that
are charming and gurely asinige. . ... There is pothing
occuls about Mr. Sinnett ; he writes himself dowa clearly
as Dogberry.”

In the Nineteenth Century for June, 1893, Mr. Sinnett
attempts to reply to Professor Max Miiller’s article on
“ Esoteric Buddhism” in the May issne. He says:—

“ On any subject connected with the sacred literature of the East
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