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SHORT LESSONS IN THEOSOPHY.

Q ues.— What is true Theosophy?
Ans . — Theosophy is the master-key of eternity to the under­

standing of God and man. True Theosophy is a question of 
spiritual development, of soul revelation, of finding the Christ 
within, listening to the Divine Logos — the Word. When we 
can find God within, where both Jesus and Buddha say God 
resides, we realize our divine nature. Genuine Theosophy is 
the Christ of this truth rising out of the tomb of error, it is the 
doctrine of self-control, the crucifixion of the senses, the libera­
tion of the spirit from passion, the resurrection of all that is 
divine within us. Theosophy is a spiritual science, it is a 
knowledge of the eternal true science, to know the Christ, the 
living Word which speaks from the Infinite Divine Being. 
The spirit is resurrected, there is henceforth no more death. 
The true Theosophist drinks his inspiration from the spiritual 
air, and knowledge of the universe becomes to him an open 
book. We outgrow sacerdotalism, we become true priests, our 
daily sacrifice the daily surrender of the lower to the higher 
nature.

Q u e s .— What is the Theosopical doctrine as a religion ?
A n s .— The doctrine of Theosophy is Love, Wisdom and 

Truth, the absolute purity and perfection of the divine nature. 
Theosophical truth is universal truth and universal religion — a 
demonstrated science; it holds the key to all the sciences and 
religions of the world. In Theosophy we approach the unity
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SHORT LESSONS IN THEOSOPHY.

of all religions, for Theosophy studies all religions, but teaches 
none. What does religion really mean ? Religere — to bind 
together — implies a condition of bondage ; it is a bondage in 
which the lower nature is held by the higher ; it is the at-one- 
ment, the reconciliation, the harmonization of all the elements 
in human nature, for it is not a belief in immortality, or in God, 
that saves any one, a mere intellectual assent given to a certain 
dogma. One can believe in religion and be a devil. The devils 
also believe and tremble. We can be intellectually unfolded 
enough to believe in God, but what does the resurrection mean 
to our individual lives? It must result in the death of the 
lower nature that the higher may triumph. Nothing dies in 
reality, only in seeming. The seed is not quickened unless 
there is the appearance of death, and there is no quickening of 
the spirit unless there is the appearance of the death of the 
lower nature, until from the sepulchre the rock is rolled away, 
in symbol of the birth of Truth. Theosophy is the science of 
right living rather than a sacerdotal system. A hidden wisdom 
is the world’s religion.

Q ttes.— What is the Theosophical idea of Deity ?
A n s .— The Divine Being is simply beyond the comprehen­

sion of the soul in man. If I am not equal to God, or to an 
angel, there is a mystery about God or the angel as far as I am 
concerned. That which is on my level of belief I may explain, 
whatever is beyond that level remains an unsolved problem. It 
takes God to understand God, as well as a man to comprehend 
man, or a bird to understand the life of a bird. If Deity is 
above us, then Deity is beyond our definition. We find the 
soundest metaphysicians never undertake to limit Deity. Ag­
nosticism is merely the confession of honest men that intellect
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SHORT LESSONS IN THEOSOPHY. 5

alone is unable to solve the problem of Deity. We have no con­
flict with Huxley or Spencer. All divine things are unknowable 
by the senses, but there is a spiritual sense which we call intui­
tion, by which we discover a knowledge of the Spirit, to whose 
researches there is no end. Intellectually we find, not God, but 
Energ}% Power, Force. The word God means the All-Good, 
the Good One, nothing more, nothing less. Plato, in his im­
mortal assertion, “ God geometrizes,” does not imply anything 
more than a mathematical Mind, not a kind, loving God. The 
infinite power might be a cruel, capricious one. It may seem a 
singular thing to say, and yet many people know nothing about 
God because they lelieve in God ; as soon as they give up believ­
ing in Him, they find Him. Belief implies that some one is the 
custodian of direct intelligence regarding the Deity, whose tes­
timony is accepted as final authority. A Testament is some­
thing one leaves behind him when he is gone ; while the testa­
tor liveth, the word is of no effect, therefore those people who 
know nothing about God save from the Bible (of which we 
would say nothing disrespectful, we speak only regarding its 
false rendering) believe in a dead God who has left His Testa­
ment. Practically it is so. All Christians believe in a God 
who, as far as this world is concerned, is dead. There was a 
time when God spoke to the world, but He does so no longer. 
God on earth has finished His book. How utterly incongruous 
with the teachings of Jesus : “ He has been with you and shall 
be in you. It is expedient that I go away, for then the Com­
forter will come nearer than ever before, and lead you into all 
truth.” They were not to receive it through revelation, but 
through the ever-living presence of the Holy Spirit within them­
selves, which places every individual on the great rock on which

Original from
U A D W A D n  I I M I W C D C I 'Digitized by Google



6 SHORT LESSONS IN THEOSOPHY.

pure Theosophy is built. We must build our Theosophical tem­
ple on divine justice, and we can never find it until we discover 
it in ourselves ; it is a matter of spiritual unfoldment. God is 
Love and Wisdom as well as Justice. If we act divinely we 
shall have a revelation of divine wisdom in our own lives as our 
wisdom proceeds from divine love, for only when we act from a 
divinely human love can our acts be those of wisdom. If love 
does not direct the impulse, it cannot be wise. How many of 
us act from the pure love of humanity, and for the welfare of 
the human race ? The supremest conception of Deity is Love. 
Love is the highest goal and is inseparable from charity, for 
charity is love in motion. Love is the principle, charity the 
expression. Henry James declared that in studying the prob­
lem of Life, he came to see more and more distinctly the only 
possible cause of creation. God being Love could not love Him­
self, He must have an object to love, and we see in humanity 
the result of the Divine Love seeking object and expression. 
Remember by humanity we do not mean the inhabitants of this 
little planet, earth ; the earth is not the universe, it is not even 
the solar system, we mean all the intelligent inhabitants of 
all worlds which constitute the form of the Divine Man, that 
constitute the children of God, without beginning and without 
end.

Qub8.— What text-books are the repositories of this hidden 
wisdom ?

A n s .—  The hidden wisdom is wrapped up in our inner selves, 
not in books or scrolls, but in God’s living Word. Man is the 
highest expression of nature ; God’s divine Word is in its high­
est and noblest expression in human nature. The hidden wis­
dom which will well up from our own souls must come through
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SHORT LESSONS IN THEOSOPHY. 7

development of our inner nature, and in no other way. Theo- 
sophical truth does not depend on legend, or historic person­
ality, or the truth contained in sacred books, but on its intrinsic 
value and appeal to our moral nature. If Buddha and Jesus 
had never lived, Theosophical teaching would be none the less % 
valuable to man. The precious stone has a value, here and 
now. All teachings are demonstrated in the holy influence 
they exert on human life. Judge the tree by its fruits. Bring 
it to the touch-stone of expediency. If we find the teachings 
of the Vedas, when lived out, cause war and hatred to be swept 
from the earth, we know the source from whence this stream 
sprang is the water of life that slakest the thirst of mankind ; 
and there is nothing in the Vedas that is not found in the New 
Testament. The teachings are identical, some of the precepts 
of the Vedas are as good, many more deeply veiled. In Theos­
ophy we can well dispense with controversy if we drink from 
inspiration. Whether it were Buddha, the historic avatar of 
India, or Jesus, the historic light of Palestine, or Osiris of 
Egypt, remember that neither Osiris, Christ, nor Buddha are 
dead and buried. In spirit Jesus worketh now, the truth Bud­
dha and Osiris brought is now working in the world. Why 
seek ye the living among the dead ? Why go to the sepulchre 
when you can meet the living spirit on the highways of life ? 
When opened in our spiritual intuition the sun within sheds its 
bright beams, and appreciable light, heat and electricity stream 
from it. Those who bathe in the sunlight appropriate to-day 
its rays. It is not those who have analyzed the water, or 
tested the depth of the well, but those who drink the water 
that receive its benefits ; it is not our historic knowledge of the 
Truth, but our assimilation of the same which profits us much.
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SHORT LESSONS IN THEOSOPHY.

Ye must eat and drink and appropriate the sweet spirit of 
Truth now in the universe. The past is translated into the 
future. We live to-day, not in the days of Palestine. It is 
our present at-one-ment with the living Christ of the Spirit that 
necessarily brings us into the knowledge of the Truth. The 
truths of the soul are not apprehended by the intellect. Be 
guided entirely by your own intuition ; be honest and earnest 
in your search after Truth.

Qu e s .— Is there not a brotherhood who sacredly guard these 
occult truths ?

A ns .— The race of Mahatmas have spent ages in ferreting 
out the truths of the universe. Their existence is not widely 
known even by Buddhists themselves, only by those who are in 
a condition to know them. There is no reluctance on the part 
of the Mahatmas to reveal themselves, but they cannot create 
eyes in our heads to see them when they visit us. When Edwin 
Arnold re-visited India, he went to see the Buddhists of the Isle 
of Ceylon, receiving from them a complimentary address repre­
senting him as a great interpreter of their Sanscrit philosophy, 
a work they remembered with affection. Conversing with them 
of the Mahatmas he was told that they knew nothing of the 
existence of such people, who could not be found, while they 
were so famous. At the same time they affirmed that there 
were teachings in the Sanscrit which, if followed out, would 
develop the chela into the state of Mahatma. They think 
Arnold’s faithful and magnificent portrayal of Buddha did more 
than anything else could to call the attention of the Indian 
Empire to a knowledge of the beauties that lay enshrined in 
their religion, and made a powerful incentive to live up to 
them. We hear a great deal of Indian thralldom, and of wom-
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