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CHAPTER I. 

The Plwllicism. 

was 
licentiousness and 

of remoter times-it 
the union of male 

I 

source of continuation of the existence of animated 
hnwAvA,,. it was attended with so much In course of 

detrimental to the 
of 

one 

morals of the 
that the 

and I!!UI,JUI''""" 
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IOothe~ ~ature to the 
invested with 
~"'~"~'"'"' and 

IDale feoJale." 

IDan was not brute 
pei"IIKIIliUJtty, and endowed 

nerforruirllll' the 

Of the extensive un,va•u:ulce of this worst1in 
evidence. It occurs with the 
with in Greece 
in the and Tuetonic nations with 
with Hortanes. It has been found in different 
AIDerican Peru. and 
latter modelled in 

of the Pacific ocean, 
called 
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..,,.,,..,,,.,,.. of its ...,.;,,;,,.,;., 
ve•!E'tll.tlon were at a stand 

discovered the cause 
and at last it 

""'1""'"'<1 with life and motion. 
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men 
and 
Samirama. 
satisfaction of 
administration. 

"From that 

-
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and 

" See Asiatic Resea:rchu, vol. ill. 
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of a district or totem were those who were 
reckoned and numbered was to be of 

this constituted the first honour for the male and the 
even from the time were reckoned in the earliest 
two castes. to and at 

became men and women on whom the of 
was conferred. 

reckoned as one of the 
~~··~";"'a"'"'' in which the 

Goei is one 

as, 
esteemed number 

the Mahommedans of the 
to the IJVIJU!I.Lltlll 

and as the 
of reverence and "'"''""'""' ""'"'""J,in 
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Deities connected with Phallic 
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either of attribute of the Greeks 
but contented 
them whenever felt 

.. Symb. Lan. Anc. Art . 
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ceremonies in Greece 
J!.il?VPtlan--tlleV would then have 

and less recent in their 
the borrowed 

"Rawlinson's Herodotus, II., ch. 49. 
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in are 
For this reason the 

and therefore 
with their 

say is the roost 
reJ:Ires:en,tat:ton would 

their 
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statues of Osiris had 
pr<lc~~tiive and the 

and 
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before the outbreak 

" Gnostics. 
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stanmmg near 
~n:u'Rc~r.~~r he is co:nfclur1de~d 

sacred. 
waters upon coins 

on the reverse, when 
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CHAPTER III. 

Emblems connected with Phallic 

monies were 
ItK:un:a11;y of nature was 
the means which she 

that all the constituent 

situation; as lion 
which is a continuation of 

as which compose the 
resemblance to the monster described 

Sym. Lam. Anc. Art. 
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been at first chosen 
in use after 

bec:aul>e it had been 
The Phallus was 

of the women, the Kteis was 
of the remonstrances of the fathers of the 
that this ceremony still continued to 

idea to the 
to nature. 

the human race l 
lavishest on mortals 

hands to assist the unna:pp:y, 

dwell in the 
The reverence to of different kinds 

and some other ancient nations was 
say that all the natives of the river were some esteemed 
sacred. In the did not feed upon them. The 

fish; and this on account of 
were sometimes looked upon as 
urt•J.uiJI-'"'u as real deities. One 

and there was a of 
where this fish was 

veJaer·a;~>JLon confined to this 
A fish called 

was at 
to it: as 

This is 
0 
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ridiculed in a pa.:ssa..ge, 
ancient comedian ..... , • ..,,,_,..,"'"'""' 

wa.:s reverenced 
th~~.t 

dess iJ""'"'!.;U· 
but from 

of Derceto in this 

was a. 
of 

the face of a. woman, 
of a. fish. The 
herself into this 



and was .., .... ,.uJ~"'" 
tants of ..n."""'1vu, 
and held those 
this 1aotati~Y 
and with 
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to a fish. 

on the of 

However 
far it 

was to be 

19 

but in the borders 
which cities 

* 
...,.,,J.:uJu" reverence, 

of their river. 
but 
the 

in 
to 
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their !!'eJ!ler•a~;JtVA 
it have been 
came to the same 
of th<>nu•ht. 
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"M~~.~~Sey's Naiural Genem. 
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UH.rKJllt1'"' of 
found in a fourfold form 

Roman catacombs. 
The branch of has now taken its 

heaven and the TvTmlf>O'v of the eternal. 
tion those who re the throne 

in their Horus is 
his 

The branch 
an emblem of renewal. the branch of 
with the dead in the barrows had the same LU~""''·'";-.. 
at was found to be lined with the bark 
the That is the Bedmen of the 
the and the The Bedmen was 

also buried 
also 

As these were 

Drla!lrlalltt women in 
re-bn-tn. whether in 

an enormous 
monuments of various nations. 

to express, and the bull 
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those titles. 
In most Greek and Roman statues of the 

character of Mnevis or of both of which 
a is a hole upon the 
between the horns the disk or crescent, 

""''""]'"'"''· was fixed : for as the or 

too cold 

whether in the 
are extant of 

of the head 
of some 

upon the old there is 
was 

a link 
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under the title of 
of the 

a.ll 

"See Symbolical La11guage of A 11dent Art. 
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culaneum. 
The 

male and 
waters, which a.nne1~rs 
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* Symbolical language of Ancient Art. 
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Rhodian medals ; on 
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"~'''"'"lo:"''Jo: from one side of and 
'IPI11~vncea ne,u!nQ,Q, from the other. It 

ge1ne1~ative attri-

Article l.olm.:uu••, 
:-"A fruit resembles 
of the and the abundance of 

seed which contains makes it a emblem of the 
womb of the celestial mother. Its use was aQiopl;eu 

various forms of It was united 
adornment of the robes Jewish 
duced as an ornament into Solomon's 
with and with the lotus. one 

errected in its honour." 
----··--~ofthepolmeJ~rana1te 
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The elements-so called, years ago-were supposed to be 
those in which the active and passive productive powers of the 
universe respectively existed; since nothing appeared to be pro­
duced without them ; and whenever they were joined there was 
production of some sort, either vegetable or animal. Hence they 
were employed as the primary symbols of these powers on num­
berless occasions. Among the Romans, a part of the ceremony 
of marriage consisted in the bride's touching them as a form of 
consecration to the duties of that state of life upon which she 
was entering. 

"Why do they direct the bride to touch fire and water 1" 
asks Plutarch, "Is it not because, as among the elements and 
principles, the one is male and the other is female : the one 
constitutes the principle of motion, and the other the potency 
existing in matter !" 

The Roman sentence of banishment, was an interdiction from 
fire and water, which implied an exclusion from any participation 
in those elements, to which all organised and animated beings 
owed their existence. 

According to Plutarch, Numa consecrated the perpetual 
fire, as the first of all things, and the soul of matter, which, 
without it, is motionless and dead. Fires of the same kind 
were, for the same reasons, preserved in most of the principal 
temples both Greek and Barbarian ; there being scarcely a 
country in the world, where some traces of the adoration paid to 
it are not to be found. The Prytania of the Greek cities, in 
which the Supreme Councils were usually held, and the public 
treasures kept, were so called from the sacred fires always pre­
served in them. Even common fires were reputed holy by them ; 
and therefore carefully preserved from all contagion of impiety. 
After the battle of Platrea, they extinguished all that remained 
in the countries which had beHn occupied by the Persians, and 
rekindled them, according to the direction of the Oracle, with 
consecrated fire from the altar at Delphi. A similar prejudice 
still prevails,· or did till lately, among the native Irish, who anually 
extinguish their fires, and rekindle them from a sacred bonfire. 
Perpetual lamps are kept burning in the inmost recesses of all 
the great pagodas in India; the Hindus holding fire to be the 
essence of all active power in nature. At Sais in Egypt, there 
was an annual religious festival called the Burning of Lamps; 
and lamps were frequently employed as sym bois upon coins by 
the Greeks, who also kept them burning in tombs, and sometimes 

J 
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known emblems of the 
the statue of Bacchus at ~"~"'"'"• 
him still extant, means life ; 

is 

to 
their 

reformers, and 
One of those found 

concealed in the 
; another exists in the 

monuments the of active 
that in these 
and that the 

instead Auman re1r~re>se1ntA:!d as incarnate with the 
of the with human : but this is in fact no dttter.rm<!e 
for the Creator of both &exes, is ret:•rm~an·ted m~llttierentl 

.. 
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with various animals. 
the creative and r~,,,j-_,.,,., 

united in one 
The animals 
UUJl'ULI""'· that Of 



CHAPTER IV. 

Phallic 

dealt with in our volume on "Archaic 
Marks" have in the minds of many cmnu.,...,:nL 

rnr•nr·r_,,.,. connection with the now under 
those 

D 
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that and what I will call the 'conventional ' of 
the Mahadeo are and found on similar monoliths in 

in the centre and in 
Sometimes a circle 

the of wo:rsh:in 
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remembrance of the 
will indicate a 

remember the used 
the Amins in Field 

Revenue in which district I 
and where this form of ,.,,.,,,.,.,,;n 
resembled the rock-s 

mam. are not the form of the 
on the summit of a hill near 
stones which did for a Maluideo 
=·"'"'"'' an almost exact resemblance to 
the classic In the hole into which 

a 
well-known form 

oil is a small 

re­
to 

remain a of 
"I have no reason to be dis-

re<:eptlon with which to many somewhat 
been met in some of the 

further examination of the forms of the cromlechs and 
tumuli and menhirs will that the tumuli themselves were 
intended to indicate the ---·-"'"·'- of the MaMdeo and 
ceived in no obscene 

'life out of 
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Professor 
of these as 

follows :-'There can be no it is to India we are to 
look for the solution of many of our difficult 

mr.n.,.·rT.n not small stones 
distinct cups cut in them 

never were or could 
house 

we have mm·e than one ' 
the of the sun 
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the year, and he there remains seven 
Iwagltllt:> that he converseth with the 

'J)r<)sp;eri1GV of all which nnur••.-.. 

to per-

m..-.Jm.tm ge'Mf'Or 
PICIUI!:IlSitlal:'e are 
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of the 
me11t1onea that 

ooti.Bl<lterE!a it indecent to be 
instance where this pars flltfl~iUII&U 

Jones obtained 
several 
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*,Jones. Antiquitie.~ of Southern Indians. 
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were content with a less emblem. A man when 
is of value as a slave. 

1-.Arnnnrsr.rv revenge ; the African had an 
ue1n~me:a is useless if 
The Asiatic 

:-"No one who has been in this 
noticed the monolith :Mahadeos of 

and other of 
can f~~.il to be the resemblance menhirs 
Camac in and its bear to the Siva em-
blems of India. visited these remarkable remains when at home 

and was taken aback their resemblance to well-
The monoliths of covered with 

believe be l\lahadeo same elMs. 
in the recesses of the whose 

their descent from who erected the 
meu ... u,. not in this but Also in 

preserve connected with 
retained some traces of what I 
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hideous and gu,,-u, .... l_,,..., 
resemble the 
which are adored 
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There is another 
of warriors and the nrt,t.A"U'T' 



CHAPTER V. 

Wide Prevalence Phallic 

HE 

under or ; 
this or both masculine and 
Siva India is both male and female ; his 
of the former and his left of the latter sex ; and 
both appearances as circumstances 

to 
as 
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"The Babylonians called Succoth-Benoth, Mylitta, signifying 
mother. The wife of Siva, and she only as far as I know, is 
called Mats. or Mother. 

"Amongst the Assyrians, the daughters or women once in 
their lives had to make a. sacrifice of virtue to that goddess 
Succoth-Benoth. And Lempriere says of her :-"A surname 
of Venus among the Assyrians, in whose temples all the women 
were obliged to prostitute themselves to strangers. The wife 
of Siva, amongst many other names, is called V ali or Bali, under 
which appellation she assumed the form of a girl of twelve years 
of age. And in Madura, Balane, and other places, beautiful 
virgins used to go to the temple once in their lives to offer 
themselves in honour of the goddess. The story was that a god 
had conver!'le with them. In all the temples of Siva and his 
consort (where it could be afforded) women were kept to dance 
and sing before the idols. 

"Amongst the Assyrians and others, the votaries of the 
above-named goddess worshipped sometimes in the dress of men, 
and at other times in that of women. The dancing girls of 
many of the temples on the continent of India, at the feast called 
Manampu, do the same thing. When the god and goddess go 
out to hunt, they are equipped and mounted as men ; and at the 
conclusion of the great feast of Siva they assume the dress of 
Pandarams, and thus go forth from house to house to ask alms. 

"The Babylonian or Assyrian goddess was drawn or supported 
by lions. The wife of Siva, under the name of Bbadra-Kali, ha.s 
the same animal appropriated to her use. 

"Succoth-Benoth, the same with the Syrian goddess, the same 
as Astarte of the Phamicians and the Decerts of Ascalon. The 
worship paid to this goddess came originally from Assyria and 
Babylonia. Astarte is always joined with Baal; and is called a. 
god in Scripture, having no particular word for expressing a. 
goddess. Lucian thinks Astarte to be the moon. 

"The wife of Siva, under the name of Sa.cti, placed a. 
representation of the cresent moon on the head of her husband 
under the following circumstances. When once engaged in 
armorous sports be by accident broke her arm-ring, which she 
immediately tied on his dishevelled lock of hair as the crescent 
moon. He, however, having laughed at her, she turned away 
her face and changed the crescent into full moon. The crescent 
is common to both, and is assumed as circumstances may require. 
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" or the same 
with the 

" of 
"'""'"""'"u'" Sakti. 

the name of Satti ; 

"The festival of Sa.ca was held for five 
which time servants commanded their m~•sv1~rs, 
of called * 

of the wife 
and was called N a va. 

were for ,...,,,.,, .. ,.,r.• 
occ:asion, those who had not been accustomed to 

or did so 
restraints were now thrown and scenes of the most '"""'"''''w'~ 
kind wound the ceremonies. No female of ,..,,.n"''t,n.hl 
character shew herself in assumed the 
airs and of their masters ; dressed in gay 

went from house to house to dance and songs 
of Sakti: cocks and rams, 

with other rude filled up this 
indecent festival. 

" a ; the same as Astarte ; 
and down a mountain. It is rather 

is also known the name of 
Another of her 

grove; 

" Universal History. 
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groves consecrated to such lasciviousness was committed as 
rendered her wu"'"".., infamous. She was also called the 
of and her 'Wr ..... l,in is described that the 
lwst of lteaven. She is almost with and is 
called 

' crowned with UaltW~men·ts 
"In 

" alluded as 
known that the .~.:uu.u•n• 
in the Hindu 
from the earth 
the lower world. 

his Travels in vol. 
uu~u"''""' he saw taken from the ruins 



NATURB WORSHIP. 47 

in the 
ret;re!!en'tat:lon of that emblem. He mentions 

of a. ma.n, with a ~n·~•·....r 

' llH.!HI>LlU. 

nrcmame that he in his 
and nutrith~; was the same as the 

Hindus. 
to the lattet·. Isis 
u"''"''·'m in Siva or his 

The bull was sacred t<> the and also 
finds a. 
on her 
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and 
DI',OIDilS€~(1 abun­

a.S one of the 
believe that 

rel:rlu·aea a.s sacred noma,JZe 

race, and 
cuJct""n"''u for the increase or rPstt.nra­

other cause. 
but the female has her 

'""~"'""'• and there bas been a 
for childless females. It is 

a similar idea started 
co:mllllUlllltV, but so it and Mormon 

themselves in numbers the man from the belief 
that union with him cannot attain to celestial 

"The Bible student will remember the 

"If aounaaJilce 
clear to the 

or else I die ' 
and the 
recall 

himself a blac 
COiillPialsarn; his wife was in uo::.'"~"""'u~o: 

' the fruit of the 
"""''"'u~," for obedience to the 

told that 'children are 
the womb is his reward.' 

as a it is 

in the man as well as in the woman. 
abundance of 
a husband in-

no wife could be fruitful. The ---·"""--

1 
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ever a 
form his as a ""''""r""'h 
which he had been 

" Even after ' the ' France introduced Saint 
Foutin into the Christian to whom were made 

the faithful who found themselves unable to procure the 
un><><>•.u;.: of are thus described :-

de 

"'R. P. on cited Inman. 

peu 

E 

et 

vol. 
pp. 

--
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of 
whose 
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other 

whose business it was to instruct 
from time to time resorted thither in 
customs of the 

It is 
culated 
this 

51 

never­
envy, that 
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or 
women, because 

woman, who 
to 
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monument erected 
at the foot of London 

could be reared to such a 
to those who are better 

53 

and 
been 

to commemorate 
"How so 

remarks an old 
in such matter11 
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Wilford remarks that the 
the name of Baleswara 
The cubic room in the cave 
.... .,llH~""• as does also the 

the Great Baal. 

55 
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As the tower wu sacred to the male power of the 
so likewise was the 
votaries of an 
emblem and reJ;•res1en1tat:ion 
which \ c~ml:l.tu~:ru:LJl: 

with this examine the 
which we shall 

nation where 
aa«llC1"eu to the wor-

In the third volume of the 

as three 
rP.nrfls<~nt:R.tifm of 

an inverted 
Venus Genetrix is sometimes re­

" for the reason of 
the " 

reason appears too in 
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have entered 
natural could 
"'"';UI·UHJ"T to 
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the Hindus was the 
of Eleusis. 

of the 

whole of l\l~:>xico abounded 
Humboldt declares the basis of the Greek 
twice as broad as that of the 
is little more than that of 
the America,n 137 
ll:loi.I)(tla~("'" of Asia 

of their 
; the 

of the sun is called 
was. built over the cavern 

of the human sacrifices. 
"It is 

discover among the Mexican 

57 

veneration in the 
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which 

wherever 
.uuunum.,,L traces a.re left 

found to ha.ve 
the unlettered corlie<:tu:rer. 

" In a. tumulus on 
Tumuli 
cone. In 
a. cone of 

as it were, discern 
wo,rslliD in those countries 

a.d vert to the real 
mt·erenc~!B to ha.ve been 

bas ever 
relics remain which have 

the lea.rned no 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Phallic 

in 
civilization in 
altars dedicated to 

in the Middle 

we are so 
thf' remains of 

statues or statuettes of 
~tar·aerts and fields entrusted 



NATURE WORSHIP. 61 

various 
on 

in the 
women, and sus­

necks of children. Erotic scenes of 
vessels of 
for festivals 

of the 

them are 
It is 

of the 
near the 

south. and the 
the small Roman unUIZ<""· 

and for other similar 
as the 
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also representing a triple phallus, with legs of a goat, and winged, 
but with a further accompaniment. A female, dressed in the 
Roman stola, stands upon the phallus forming the tail, and holds 
both it and the one forming the body with a bridle. This bas­
relief was taken down in 1829, and is now preserved in the 
museum of Nismes. 

A still more remarkable monument of this class was found in 
the course of excavations made at Nismes in 1825. It represents 
a bird, apparently intended for a vulture, with spread wings 
and phallic tail, sitting on four eggs, each of which is designed, 
no doubt, to represent the female organ. The local antiquaries 
give to this, as to the other similar objects, an erublematical 
signification; but it may be more rightly regarded, perhaps, as a 
playful conception of the imagination. A similar design, with 
some modifications, occurs not frequently among Gallo-Roman 
antiquities . 

.As Nismes was evidently a centre of this Priapic worship in 
the south of Gaul, so there appears to have been, perphaps lesser, 
centres in other parts, and we may trace it to the northern 
extremities of the Roman province, even to the other side of the 
Rhine. On the site of Roman settlements near Xanten, in Lower 
Hesse, a large quantity of pottery and other objects have been 
found, of a character to leave no doubt as to the prevalence of 
this worship in that quarter. But the Roman settlement which 
occupied the site of the modern city of Antwerp appears to have 
been one of the most remm·kable seats of the worship of Priapus 
in the north of Gaul, and it continued to exist there till a. com­
paratively modern period. * · 

So far as Britain is concerned, thAre is no doubt whatever that 
the worship of Priapus was established here as in other countries. 
Whenever there are any Roman remains of any particular extent, 
statuettes of Priapus, phallic bronzes, and pottery covered with 
obscene pictures are found. The bronzes found in England, are 
perfectly identical in character with those which occur in France 
and Italy. In illustration of this fact, we may mention two 
examples of the triple phallus, which appears to have been, 
perhaps in accordance with the explanation given by Plutarch, 
an amulet in great favour. One was found in London in 1842. 
As in examples found on the continent, a principal phallus formed 
the body, having the hinder parts of apparently a dog, with 

*See Payne Knight's Work. 

.J 



NATURE WORSBIP. 63 

tbe hinder 
Numerous 

been found in 
Roman settlements. 
of them are of the obscene 
London-in Cannon Street-in 
class of 

character have also 
connected with "ncient 

of and some 
found in 

of this 
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nus 
votive 
in want of a 

whose 
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mistook 
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as a 
It seems 

custom, which 
a horse-shoe as a pro-

the evil It has been ob-
this female organ was " far more liable to ueli!ra>ua<Licm 

F 
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in form than tba.t of the 
tbe hands of rude an!I.UJlht:sullen, 
a.nd hence it soon 

ages 

was 
with knives 

water as a cure for barrenness oo 
ga,·e them to their husbands as a for 

or weakness in the the 
state. Volume five of the 
'' La Confession de 
of this saint in France 

Th&t work states that at in 
of the members of both 
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Armenia. the sons and daughtet'S of the leading families were 
consecrated to the service of Anaitis for a longer or shorter period. 
Their duty was to entertain strangers, and those females who had 
t:eceived the greatest number, were, on their return home, the 
most sought after in marriage. The Pbamician worship of 
Astarte was no less distinguished by sacred prostitution, to which 
was added a promiscuous intercourse between the sexes during 
certain religious fetes, at which the men and women exchanged 
their garments. The Phrenicians carried the customs to the Isle 
of Cyprus, where the worship of their great goddess, under the 
name of Venus became supreme. 

" According to a popular legend the women of Amathonte, 
afterwards noted for its temple, were originally known for their 
chastity. \Vhen, therefore, Venus was cast by the waves naked 
on their shores, they treated her with disdain, and, as a punish­
ment, they were commanded to prostitute themselves to all 
comers, a command which they obeyed with so much reluctance 
that the goddess changed them into stone. With their worship 
of Astarte, or Venus, the Phrenicians introduced sacred prosti­
tution into all their colonies. St. Augustine says that, at 
Carthage, there were three Venuses rather than one: one of the 
virgins, another of married women, and a. third of the courtesans, 
to the last of whom it was that the Phrenicians sacrificed the 
chastity of their daughters before they were married. It was 
the same in Syria. At Byblos, during the fetes of Adonis, after 
the ceremony which announced the resurrection of the god, every 
female worshipper had to sacrifice to Venus either her hair or her 
person. Those who preferred to preserve the former adjourned 
to the sacred enclosures, where they remained for a. whole day for 
the purpose of prostituting themselves." 

A similar state of things prevailed in many other countries, 
and, according to Herodotus, particularly amongst the Lydians. 
He says in his first book, Lydia has one structure of enormous 
size, only inferior to the monuments of Egypt and Babylon.* 
This is the tomb of Alyattes, the father of Crresus, the base of 
which is formed of immense blocks of stone, the rest being a vast 
mound of earth. It was raised, he says, by the joint labour of 
the tradesmen, handicraftsmen, and courtesans of Sardis, and 
had at the top fine stone pillars, which remained to his day, with 
inscriptions cut on them, shewing how much of the work was 

* C. S. Wake's Essays. 
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of the blood of Dionysus. Those Corybantes al!'o they calJ 
Cabiri; and the ceremony itself they announce as the Cabiric 
mystery. 

"For those two identical fratricides, having abstracted the 
box in which the member of Bacchus was deposited, took it to 
Etrurin.-dealers in honourable wares truly. They Jived there as 
exiles, employing themselves in communicating the precious 
teaching of their superstition, and presPnting the genitals and 
the box for the Tyrrhenians to worship. And some will have it, 
not improbably, that for this reason Dionysus was called Attis, 
because he was castrated. .And what is surprising, at the 
Tyrrhenians, who were barbarous, being thus initiated into the~;e 
foul indignities, when among the Athenians, and in the whole of 
Greece-! blush to say it-the shameful legend about Demeter 
holds its ground 1 For Demeter, wandering in quest of her 
daughter Core, broke down with fatigue near Eleusis, a place in 
Attica, and sat down on a well, overwhelmed with grief. This 
is even now prohibited to those who are initiated, lest they should 
appear to mimic the weeping goddess. The indigenous inhabi­
tants then occupied Eleusis: their names were Baubo, and 
Dusaules, and Tript.olemus; and besides, Eumolpus and Eubou­
leus. Triptolemus was a herdsman, Eumolpus a shepherd, and 
Eubouleus a swineherd; from whom came the race of the Eumol­
pidre and that of the Heralds-a race of Hierophants-who 
flourished at Athens. 

''Well, then (for I shall not refrain from the recital), Baubo 
having received Demeter hospitably, reaches to her a refreshing 
draught, and on her refusing it, not having any inclination to 
drink (for she was very sad), and Baubo having become annoyed, 
thinking herself slighted, uncovered, and exhibited herself to the 
goddess. Demeter is delighted at the sight, and takes, though 
with difficulty, the draught-pleased, I repeat, at the spectacle. 
These are the secret mysteries of the Athenians; these Orpheus 
records. I shall produce the very words of Orpheus, that you 
may have the great authority on the mysteries himself, as evidence 
for this piece of turpitude : 

" Having thus spoken, she drew aside her garments, 
And showed all that shape of the body which it is improper to name, the 

growth of puberty ; 
And with her own hand Baubo stripped herself under the breasts. 
Blandly then the goddess laugh~d and laughed in her mind, 
And received the glancing cup in which was the draught." 

il 
4 
I 

:t 

' •' 
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theism. Wilford ob8erves tha~he Yavana.s were the ancestors 
~f ·the Greek~ and that ·the Pandi~insist that the words Yavana 
and Yoni are derived from the root,-...Yu, and that the Yavanas 
·were ·so named from their obstinate~sertion of a superior 
influence in the female over the male natu~ An ancient book 
on ·astronomy, in Sanscrit, bears the title of Yav.:'l.na Jatici, which 
may be interpreted, "the Ionic sect." There is a ' ancient pro­
·verb amongst the Pandits, that " no base creature ca. be lower 
than a Yavana," truly showing the fluctuating nature of uman 
opinions and theories, which, nevertheless, have torn the b "SOm 
of society, and shaken nations to their centre. This creed cau d 
'the new people in Greece to name their new country itself Ionia, 
from that consecrated Yoni which they revel'ed, and to distinguish 
themselves as the Ionic, or Y6nic sect, in indubitable reference to 
their peculiar opinions. These and such-like researches fumish 
us with the real meaning of pt·opet· names, and amongst others 
that of the great goddess Juno, which Wilford asserts to be 
derived from the Yoni of the Hindus ; also, if we analyse the 
·name of Diana, or Di-Yana, the great goddess of the Ephesians, 
we shall at once perceive an identical etymology; and when we 
remember that Juno was fabled to have been born at Argos, and 
that she was peculiarly worshipped there, we shall fully coinciHe 
in that opinion, for it is to be observed that the name of Argha 
is derived from the Bhaga of tha Hindus, and both signified the 
Yoni, and likewise an ark or boat, which was used throughout 
antiquity as a type of the Yoni itself. The Hindu goddess, Bagis, 
was indifferently called Vagis, from which, no doubt, is derived 
the Latin vagina; and when we remember that Plutarch makes 
the otherwise inexplicable assertion that Osiris (or the incamation 
of the male principle) was commander of the Argo; and when 
we learn that the true meaning of the name Argha-natha, or, as 
we mostly render it (speaking of the great idol), Jagernath, is ·no 
other than "lord of the boat," we shall perceive at once the drift 
of these dark sentences, when truly and intelligibly expounded. 

The discussion of this word Argha naturally induces us to 
remark concerning an intermediate or middle sect, which, says 
Wilford, "is now prevalent in India, and which was gener!l.lly 
diffused over ancient Europe." It was introduced by the Pelargi, 
who, Herodotus says, were the same as the Pelasgi. Many 
ancient wt·iters affirm that they were one of the most ancient 
peoples in the world. It is asserted that they first inhabited 

,Gooslc 
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cooked the food and dedicated it to 'l'hakurji (the image), she fed 
t.he Vaishnavas. Then the Vaishnavas ate the feast with great 
joy. Afterwards Krashnad!UI came home in the evening. He 
paid his respects to all the V aish na vas in person. He 
went in his chamber after making the usual salutation of Shri 
Krishna. He asked his wife as to whether she had feasted t.he 
guests. The female replied she had done so ; and related to him 
all the matters that had passed. Then Krashnadas greatly. be­
came pleased with his wife. And then the wife and the husband 
feasted together. Afterwards Krashnadas came and sat in the 
assembly of the VaishnR.vas. The whole night they talked about 
God. The day . then broke; the Vaishnavas went away after 
taking leave of Krashnad!UI. Krashnadas saw them in person to 
a certain distance. Returning home, and after making his 
ablutions and worshipping Thakurji (the image), he went out (on 
business). The female after cooking the food, dedicated it to 
Thakurji, and kept the same under a cover. Krashnadas came 
home in the evening, when he and his wife feasted together. 
Then Krashnadas spoke thus to his wife:-' The Vaishnava to 
whom you have given a promise must be waiting for you. You 
must fulfil your promise and that is propet'.' The female having 
bathed and applied anjan (black powdery substance) to the lower 
part of her eyes (which is the usual fashion in India of making 
them more attractive), and after having dressed herself most 
gaudily, with all proper adornments, she set out. It was the 
rainy season and it had ceased raining then. In consequence of 
this the roads were dirty and muddy. Therefore Krashnadas 
said to his wife, 'I shall carry you on my shoulder; otherwise 
you shall dirty your feet and therefore the Vania would not like 
you.' So placing his wife on his shoulders, he took her to the 
shop of the Vania, and there alighted her. Afterwards the 
female called aloud the Vania, and asked him to open the doors. 
Opening the doors, the Vania took her in. He brought water 
and desired to wash her feet. The female then told 'my feet 
are not dirty.' On this the Vimia inquired 'how it was that 
while the road was dirty, your feet are clean.' The female then 
said to the v ania, 'what business have you with that question 
or matter; do your business (meaning that for which the meeting 
was appointed.') The V imia then said the whole truth must be 
related to him. The female then related that her husband 
brought her there on his shoulders. The Vania was wonder-
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cribe them in this work. Being possessed of atHuence, they are, 
from their childhood, brought up in indulgence, and are allowed 
to do as they fancy, and receive no education whatever; most of 
the present Gosainjis (Maharajas), therefore, are ignorant fools; 
they do not possess as much knowledge as is required for the office 
of a guru. What admonition can one impart to others who does 
not himself possess any knowledge. . . . . The Gosainjis pass 
their time in eating daintiest viands, in wearing fancy clothes and 
jewels, in driving carriages, in committing adultery with strange 
women, and in repose." 

Ancient Reliuion of the Hindus, 1861. 

_, Captain MacMurdo, the Resident in Kutch says :-"The 
principal Maharaja at present, on this side of India, is named 
Gopinathji, a man worn to a skeletor., and shaking like a leaf 
from debauchery of every kind except spirituous liquors. He is 
constantly in a state of intoxication, from opium and various other 
stimulants which the ingenuity of the sensual has discovered." 

Transactions of Literary Soc., Bombay, Vol. II. 

"The Maharajas, for these evil purposes, through certain 
females and males, order sooner or later the female whom they 
have singled out from those who have come to pay darshana 
(divine homage). Sumptuously-dressed females, who are wantons, 
are invited by the Maharajas merely with a beck of their eyes. 
An invitation from the .Mahamja is an invitation from Krishna, 
and thinking she has met God, she hastens with delight and pre­
cipit!Ltion to touch the person of the Maharaja. . . . . In these 
purposes, they (the Maharajas) do not use females of their own 
age, but upon tender youthful girls they exert their beastly 
strength." 

" At this time a few Maharajas may be going in the right 
path. The majority of them follow the wrong path. The youth­
ful fops are given to ostentation. The present children of Valla­
bha disgrace the name of their ancestors ..... The lalji (showy) 
Maharajas, when the darshana time has commenced and people 
crowded, sit in their bed-chamber inside the temple, and by the 
gesture of the eyes, or through some persons kept for the purpose, 
invite the female designed (for evil purposes), and commit evil 
act with her. In Surat once, a Maharaja, exerting his wild 
strength upon a girl who had not attained the age of puberty, 
4~d almos~ causl'ld her death, Similar horriQl~ ~vepts 4~ve hap· 
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The Parri Rtformer: 1861. 

um<orlln't female devotees 
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: A tl{lWit, 1861. 


