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INTRODUCTION

This essay is an examination from a scientific view-

point into the probability of the continued existence of

human life after the death of the body. Of course, by

scientific is meant the light of reason applied to the phe-

nomena of life — not a demonstration by means of the

microscope or balances. Perhaps philosophical would be

a better word to use in describing its method, but as all

true science is philosophical, and all true philosophy

scientific, the writer is not disposed to insist too strongly

upon the term used. It is believed that a careful analysis

of undisputed phenomena of existence, which have been

perhaps overlooked, or which have not been assigned their

proper importance, will establish the truth of the persist-

ence of life beyond the grave as certainly as any other fact

of existence. It will assuredly place it upon a much

firmer basis than that enjoyed by many of the accepted

scientific hypotheses, such as those which attempt to

prove the existence and functions of the ether, atoms,

matter itself, etc.

Certainly, there can be no topic of greater or more pro-

found interest to the human mind than that of its own

survival after death. But, as is so often the case, the

proof has been sought for afar when it lay immediately at

hand ; has been accredited to divine revelation in books,

instead of to divine revelations in nature. The writer is

willing to go so far as to assert that if the proof of the ex-
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istence of the soul after death be not demonstrable from

the phenomena of this present life by cold-blooded, scien-

tific reasoning from the known to the unknown, then it is

a chimera, and we may as well relegate it to the dogmatist

and fanatic, and have done with it forever. In this asser-

tion he is in perfect sympathy with the thought in Hegel's

mind when he wrote, " All that God is he imparts and re-

veals, and He does so at first in and through nature." All
mysteries stand revealed first, last, and all the time, in na-

ture, had we but eyes to see and hearts to comprehend.

So, let us seek in nature for the answer to this problem,

Do we live after death ?
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CHAPTER I

THE EXAGGERATED IMPORTANCE OF THOUGHT

"y^^OGITO, ergo sum," wrote Des Cartes after
y ^ realizing the great truth that the source

and meaning of life must be sought with-

in. It was a terse, startling statement, and was at

once seized upon by the large class who take their

thinking at second-hand. But never was a philo-

sophical truth more perverted. Translated as "I
think, therefore I exist," it has been made a shibbo-

leth by those who sail in shallow philosophical seas.

A better translation would have been, "I think,

therefore I am," thus linking life with the idea of

eternal being, rather than with an "out-from," tran-

sitory existence. Neither Des Cartes nor his best in-
terpreters limited it to thought alone, but included

with it other phases of consciousness. The original

meaning of Des Cartes has thus been quite lost sight

of, and attention directed wholly to thought as the

sole phenomenon of existence, the one proof of life,

the single and distinguishing attribute of the human

soul. The error has grown and widened until 'it
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taints the entire philosophy of the West and is the

direct cause of much of the uncertainty which sur-

rounds existence after death. Thought, as most men

conceive of it
,

is certainly destroyed by death, and

having been taught to look upon man as a thinker

only, and upon existence as depending upon thought,

men have been driven either to deny existence after

death altogether, as do modern materialists, or to

set up a future life incongruous to, and ethically
disconnected with, that of the present, as do modern

Christians. The latter, indeed, have put forward

many theories to bridge the ethical chasm between

this life and the heaven or hell of the next, such as

vicarious atonement, predestination, forgiveness,

and other unjust and unjustifiable hypotheses, but

all have signally failed when ethically examined.

The error, originated in part, at least, in the man-

ner indicated, has been perpetuated because of the

exaggerated importance given to this earth-life as

counterbalancing eternity. Thought is of para-

mount importance to this life, but plays a minor

part, indeed, in the drama of eternal life. It ceases

to be the dominant faculty, for reasons which we

shall examine hereafter, when man passes beyond

the threshold of death. To one engaged in blast-

ing a drill is essential; to a farmer, some variant

of the plow. So to the soul, while investigating the

phenomena of an unexplored universe, the power

to reason from the familiar to the unfamiliar, from

the group of phenomena to the underlying law of
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which they are the apparently diverse expression, is

absolutely essential. But just as the miner who

turns his attention to extracting the gold from the

quartz which he has blasted needs and uses other

tools, so man, when he passes from this life of

struggle and active comparison to one of rest and

recuperation, lays aside his faithful servant, reason,

to use other equally divine, and now more import-

ant, faculties of his soul.

Thought is truly a divine faculty, but an exceed-

ingly imperfect one at the present stage of man's

evolution. Most of the wars and woes under which

mankind suffer today are the direct result of faulty

thinking; of drawing differing conclusions from the

same or similar data. Nor is this fault found wholly

among the ignorant. It invades the very highest

philosophic reasoning and has led to such widely

varying schools as Idealists, Materialists, Theists,

and Pantheists, and so on, each of which supports

its claims by the most searching appeal to reason of

which it is capable. " Holy wars " mark the path-

ways of blind belief attempting to force its own

convictions upon others; philosophy has also its

anathemas, while no two scientists are at one on

any of the fundamentals of their respective de-

partments.*
This lack of agreement ought to have warned man

that thought was a somewhat frail reed upon which

* See J. B. Stallo's "Some Modern Concepts" if one desires the
exact proof of this.
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to lean, and to have led him to search for something

more stable. But so ingrained is the idea of thought

as the sine qua non of existence that with many,
and, indeed, with most, Western thinkers cessation

of thought is synonymous with the cessation of life.

Existence without thought is to them absurd and

even unthinkable. " I think, therefore I exist,"

is the reading which they now give their shibboleth.

This is not so strange when we consider that every

phenomenon of life is intended to and does provoke

thought — else we would be but as cattle upon the

hills. For this reason the very form of man is con-

structed so as to afford the largest cerebral develop-

ment possible, as well as to ensure it the most com-

plete protection from injury. Thought is compelled

into activity by the incessant bombardment of the

senses; its dormant powers evoked, nolens volens,

by the environment in which the body is placed.

So intentionally hostile is this environment that

man would speedily be swept from the earth but for

thought. He must rely upon it at all times. It is

his sword, of which he has thrown away the scab-

bard; the one gift which enables him to have "do-

minion over all the creatures of the earth." But its

activity ceases at death. The magnificent cerebral

development is destroyed; the bombardment of the

senses ceases, thought no longer is king, and we

have to look to the energies of other faculties for

evidence of the permanence of life.

Even a superficial analysis of man's conscious-






























































































































































































































































































































































