WITCH, WARLOCK, AND
MAGICIAN

bistorical Sketches of Magic and Tlitcbcraft
fn England and Scotland

BY

W. H. DAVENPORT ADAMS

"

* Dreams and the light imaginings of men "’
SHELLEY

doudon
CHATTO & WINDUS, PICCADILLY
1889
Ver



/327.73
A 219
C—o/:.Z

634%595



PREFACE.

TaE following pages may be regarded as a contribu-
tion towards that ¢ History of Human Error’ which
was undertaken by Mr. Augustine Caxton. I fear
that many minds will have to devote all their energies
to the work, if it is ever to be brought to completion;
and, indeed, it may plausibly be argued that its
completion would be an impossibility, since every
generation adds something to the melancholy record—
¢ pulveris exigui parva munera.” However this may
be, little more remains to be said on the subjects
which I have here considered from the standpoint of
a sympathetic though incredulous observer. Alchemy,
Magic, Witchcraft—how exhaustively they have been
investigated will appear from the list of authorities
which I have drawn up for the reader’s convenience.
They have been studied by ‘adepts,’ and by critics,
as realities and as delusions ; and almost the last
word would seem to have been said by Science—
though not on the side of the adepts, who still con-
tinue to dream of the Hermetic philosophy, to lose
themselves in fanciful pictures, theurgic and occult,
and to write about the mysteries of magic with a
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WITCH, WARLOCK, AND MAGICIAN.

INTRODUCTION.
PROGRESS OF ALCHEMY IN EUROPE.

TrE word ynuaa—from which we derive our English
word °chemistry "—first occurs, it is said, in the
Lexicon of Suidas, a Greek writer who flourished in
the eleventh century. Here is his definition of it :

¢ Chemistry is the art of preparing gold and silver. The books

concerning it were sought out and burnt by Diocletian, on account
of the new plots directed against him by the Egyptians. He
behaved towards them with great cruelty in his search after the
treatises written by the ancients, his purpose being to prevent
them from growing rich by a knowledge of this art, lest, em-
boldened by measureless wealth, they should be induced to resist
the Roman supremacy.’

Some authorities assert, however, that this art, or
pretended art, is of much greater antiquity than
Suidas knew of ; and Scaliger refers to a Greek
manuscript by Zozomen, of the fifth century, which
is entitled ¢ A Faithful Description of the Secret and
Divine Art of Making Gold and Silver.’ We may
assume that as soon as mankind had begun to set an
artificial value upon these metals, and had acquired
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BOOK I

THE ENGLISH MAGICIANS






CHAP. L] - ROGER BACON. 27

CHAPTER L
ROGER BACON: THE TRUE AND THE LEGENDARY.

It was in the early years of the fourteenth century
that the two pseudo-sciences of alchemy and astrology,
the supposititious sisters of chemistry and astronomy,
made their way into England. At first their pro-
gress was by no means so rapid as it had been on the
Continent; for in England, as yet, there was no
educated class prepared to give their leisure to the
work of experimental investigation. A solitary
scholar here and there lighted his torch at the altar-
fire which the Continental philosophers kept burning
with so much diligence and curiosity, and was
generally rewarded for his heterodox enthusiasm by
the persecution of the Church and the prejudice of
the vulgar. But by degrees the new sciences in-
creased the number of their adherents, and the more
active intellects of the time embraced the theory
of astral influences, and were fascinated by the delu-
sion of the philosopher’s stone. Many a secret
furnace blazed day and night with the charmed
flames which were to resolve the metals into their
original elements, and place the pale student in

























































46 WITCH, WARLOCK, AND MAGICIAN. [BOOK L

Margaret. In Scene IV, at Hampton Court, Henry IIL.
receives Elinor of Castile, who is betrothed to his son,
Prince Edward, and arranges with her father, the
Emperor, a competition between the great German
magician, Jaques Vandermast, and Friar Bacon, ‘ Eng-
land’s only flower” In Scene V. we pass on to
Oxford, where some comic incidents occur between
Prince Edward (in disguise) and his courtiers ; and
in Scene VI. to Friar Bacon’s cell, where the friar
shows the Prince in his ‘ glass prospective,” or magic
mirror, the figures of Margaret, Friar Bungay, and
Earl Lacy, and reveals the progress of Lacy’s suit to
the rustic beauty. Bacon summons Bungay to Ox-
ford—straddling on a devil's back—and the scene
then changes to the Regent-house, and degenerates
into the rudest farce. At Fressingfield, in Scene VIIL,
we find Prince Edward threatening to slay Earl Lacy
unless he gives up to him the Fair Maid of Fressing-
field ; but, after a struggle, his better nature prevails,
and he retires from his suit, leaving Margaret to
become the Countess of Lincoln. Scene IX. carries
us back to Oxford, where Henry IIL, the Emperor,
and a goodly company have assembled to witness the
trial of skill between the English and the German
magicians—the first international competition on
record !|—in which, of course, Vandermast is put to
ridicule.

Passing over Scene X. as unimportant, we return,
in Scene XI., to Bacon's cell, where the great magician
is lying on his bed, with a white wand in one hand, a
book in the other, and beside him a lighted lamp.










































60 WITCH, WARLOCK, AND MAGICIAN. [BOOK L

There, for three years, he was so vehemently bent, he
says, on the acquisition of learning, that he spent
eighteen hours a day on his books, reserving two only
for his meals and recreation, and four for sleep—an
unhealthy division of time, which probably over-
stimulated his cerebral system and predisposed him to
delusions and caprices of the imagination. Having
taken his degree of B.A., he crossed the seas in 1547
‘to speak and confer’ with certain learned men, chiefly
mathematicians, such as Gemma Frisius, Gerardus
Mercator, Gaspar a Morica, and Antonius Gogara ; of
whom the only one now remembered is Mercator, as
the inventor of a method of laying down hydro-
graphical charts, in which the parallels and meridians
intersect each other at right angles. After spending
some months in the Low Countries he returned home,
bringing with him ‘the first astronomer’s staff of
brass that was made of Gemma Frisius' devising, the
two great globes of Gerardus Mercator’s making, and
the astronomer’s ring of brass (as Gemma Frisius had
newly framed it).’

Returning to the classic shades of Granta, he began
to record his observations of ‘the heavenly influences
in this elemental portion of the world ;" and I suppose
it was in recognition of his scientific scholarship that
Henry VIIL appointed him to a fellowship at Trinity
College, and Greek under-reader. In the latter
capacity he superintended, in 1548, the performance
of the 'Ewnwn of Aristophanes, introducing among
‘the effects’ an artificial scarabeeus, which ascended,
with a man and his wallet of provisions on its back,






























70 WITCH, WARLOCK, AND MAGICIAN. [BOOK I

professed to hear; and a seer with a lively imagina-
tion and a fluent tongue could go very far in both
directions. This humbler, secondary position Dee re-
served for himself. Probably his invention was not
sufficiently fertile for the part of a medium, or else he
was too much in earnest to practise an intentional
deception. As the crystal showed him nothing, he
himself said so, and looked about for someone more
sympathetic, or less conscientious. His choice fell at
first on a man named Barnabas Saul, and he records
in his diary how, on October 9, 1581, this man ‘ was
strangely troubled by a spiritual creature about mid-
night” Ina MS. preserved in the British Museum,
he relates some practices which took place on
December 2, beginning his account with this state-
ment: ‘I willed the skryer, named Saul, to looke into
my great crystalline globe, if God had sent his holy
angel Azrael, or no.’ But Saul was a fellow of small
account, with a very limited inventive faculty, and on
March 6, 1582, he was obliged to confess ‘that he neither
heard nor saw any spiritual creature any more. Dee
and his inefficient, unintelligent skryer then quarrelled,
and the latter was dismissed, leaving behind him an
unsavoury reputation.

EDWARD KELLY.

Soon afterwards our magician made the acquaint-
ance of a certain Edward Kelly (or Talbot), who was
in every way fitted for the mediumistic »éle. He was
clever, plausible, impudent, unscrupulous, and a
most accomplished liar. A native of Worcester,
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ceived some widely ambitious and daring scheme,
which, as I have said, he hoped to carry out through
the instrumentality of Alasco, whose interest he
endeavoured to stimulate by flattering his vanity, and
representing the spiritual creature as in possession of
a pedigree which traced his descent from the old
Norman family of the Lacys.

With an easy invention which would have done
credit to the most prolific of romancists, he daily
developed the characters of his pretended visions.*
Consulting the crystal on June 2, he professed to
see a spirit in the garb of a husbandman, and this
spirit rhodomontaded in mystical language about
the great work Alasco was predestined to accomplish
in the conversion and regeneration of the world.
Before this invisible fictionist retired into his former
obscurity, Dee petitioned him to use his influence on
behalf of a woman who had committed suicide, and
of another who had dreamed of a treasure hidden in a
cellar. Other interviews succeeded, in the course of
which much more was said about the coming purifi-
cation of humanity, and it was announced that a new
code of laws, moral and religious, would be entrusted

* ¢ Adeo viro pra credulo errore jam factus sui impos et
mente captus, et Dwemones, quo arctius horrendis hisce Sacris
adherescent illius ambitioni vane summe potestatis in Patria
adipiscend® spe et expectatione lene euntis illum non solius
Polonie sed alterius quoque regni, id est primo Poloni, deinde
alterius, viz. Moldavie Regem fore, et sub quo magna universi
mundi mutationes incepturas esse, Judwos convertendos, et ab illo
Saremos et Ethnicos vexillo crucis superandos, facili ludifi-

carentur.'—Dr, Thomas Smith, *Vite Eruditissimorum ac 1llus-
trinm Virorum,” London, 1707, *Vita Joannis Dee,’ p. 25.
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made memorable by such important revelations, that
Kelly announced, one day, his design of riding from
Mortlake to Islington, on some private business.
The doctor’s fears were at once awakened, and he fell
into a condition of nervous excitement, which, no
doubt, was exactly what Kelly had hoped to pro-
voke. ‘I asked him,’ says Dee, ¢ why he so hasted to
ride thither, and I said if it were to ride to Mr.
Henry Lee, I would go thither also, to be acquainted
with him, seeing now I had so good leisure, being
eased of the book writing. Then he said, that one
told him, the other day, that the Duke (Alasco) did
but flatter him, and told him other things, both
against the Duke and me. I answered for the Duke
and myself, and also said that if the forty pounds’
annuity which Mr. Lee did offer him was the chief
canse of his minde setting that way (contrary to
many of his former promises to me), that then I
would assure him of fifty pounds yearly, and would
do my best, by following of my suit, to bring it to
pass as soon as I possibly could, and thereupon did
make him promise upon the Bible. Then Edward
Kelly again upon the same Bible did sweare unto me
constant friendship, and never to forsake me ; and,
moreover, said that unless this had so fallen out, he
would have gone beyond the seas, taking ship at
Newecastle within eight days next. And so we plight
our faith each to other, taking each other by the
hand upon these points of brotherly and friendly
fidelity during life, which covenant I beseech God
to tarn to His honour, glory, and service, and the
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Meanwhile, Kelly was careful not to intermit those
revelations from the crystal which kept alive the
flame of credulous hope in the bosom of his two
dupes, and he was especially careful to stimulate the
ambition of Alasco, whose impoverished finances
could ill bear the burden imposed upon them of
supporting so considerable a company. They reached
Siradia on February 3, 1584, and there the spirits
suddenly changed the tone of their communications ;
for Kelly, having unexpectedly discovered that
Alasco’s resources were on the brink of exhaustion,
was accordingly prepared to fling him aside with-
out remorse. The first spiritual communication
was to the effect that, on account of his sins, he
would no longer be charged with the regeneration of
the world, but he was promised possession of the
Kingdom of Moldavia. The next was an order to
Dee and his companions to leave Siradia, and repair
to Cracow, where Kelly hoped, no doubt, to get rid
of the Polish prince more easily. Then the spirits
began to speak at shorter intervals, their messages
varying greatly in tone and purport, according, I
suppose, as Alasco’s pecuniary supplies increased or
diminished ; but eventually, when all had suffered
severely from want of money, for it would seem that
their tinctures and powders never yielded them as
much as an ounce of gold, the spirits summarily
dismissed the unfortunate Alasco, ordered Dee and
Kelly to repair to Prague, and entrusted Dee with a

Divine communication to Rudolph II., the Emperor
of Germany.
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a footing of cordial friendship. But the spirits
insisted on a literal interpretation of their com-
mand. Dee yielded, comparing himself with much
unction to Abraham, who, in obedience to the Divine
will, consented to the sacrifice of Isaac. The parallel,
however, did not hold good, for Abraham saved his
son, whereas Dr. Dee lost his wife !

It was then Kelly’s turn to affect a superior
morality, and he earnestly protested that the spirits
could not be messengers from heaven, but were
servants of Satan. Whereupon they then declared that
he was no longer worthy to act as their interpreter.
But why dwell longer on this unpleasant farce ? By
various means of cajolery and trickery, Kelly con-
trived to accomplish his design.

This communistic arrangement, however, did not
long work satisfactorily—at least, so far as the ladies
were concerned ; and one can easily understand that
Mrs. Dee would object to the inferior position she
occupied as Kelly's paramour. However this may be,
Deeand Kelly parted company in January, 1589 ; the
former, according to his own account, delivering up to
the latter the mysterious elixir and other substances
which they had made use of in the transmutation of
metals. Dee had begun to turn his eyes wistfully
towards his native country, and welcomed with un-
feigned delight a gracious message from Queen Eliza-
beth, assuring him of a friendly reception. In the
spring he took his departure from Trebona; and it
is said that he travelled with a pomp and circum-
stance worthy of an ambassador, though it is difficult
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respect of serious-minded men by his unworthy con-
federacy with an unscrupulous adventurer. The
Queen still treated him with some degree of con-
sideration, though she had lost all faith in his
magical powers, and occasionally sent him assistance.
The unfortunate man never ceased to weary her with
the repetition of his trials and troubles, and strongly
complained that he had been deprived of the income
of his two small benefices during his six years’
residence on the Continent. He related the sad tale
of the destruction of his library and apparatus by
an ignorant mob, which had broken into his house
immediately after his departure from England, ex-
cited by the rumours of his strange magical practices.
He enumerated the expenses of his homeward
journey, arguing that, as it had been undertaken by
the Queen's command, she ought to reimburse him.
At last (in 1592) the Queen appointed two members
of her Privy Council to inquire into the particulars
of his allegations. These particulars he accordingly
put together in a curious narrative, which bore the
long-winded title of :

¢ The Compendious Rehearsall of John Dee, his dutiful Declara”
cion and Proof of the Course and Race of his Studious Lyfe, for
the Space of Halfe an Hundred Yeares, now (by God’s Fayour and
Helpe) fully spent, and of the very great Injuries, Damages, and
Indignities, which for those last nyne Years he hath in England
sustained (contrary to Her Majesties very gracious Will and
express Commandment), made unto the Two Honourable Com-
missioners, by Her Most Excellent Majesty thereto assigned,
according to the intent of the most humble Supplication of the

said John, exhibited to Her Most Gracious Majestie at Hampton
Court, Anno 1592, November 9.
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Chancellorship of St. Paul's Cathedral, which in the
following year he exchanged for the wardenship of
the College at Manchester. He still continued his
researches into supernatural mysteries, employing
several persons in succession as ‘skryers’; but he
found no one so fertile in invention as Kelly, and the
crystal uttered nothing more oracular than answers
to questions about lovers’' quarrels, hidden treasures,
and petty thefts—the common stock-in-trade of the
conjurer. In 1602 or 1604, he retired from his
Manchester appointment, and sought the quiet and
seclusion of his favourite Mortlake. His renown as
‘a magician’ had greatly increased—not a little, it
would seem, to his annoyance ; for on June 5, 1604,
we find that he presented a petition to James I. at
Greenwich, soliciting his royal protection against the
wrong done to him by enemies who mocked him as
‘a conjurer, or caller, or invocator of devils,’ and
solemnly asserting that ‘of all the great number of
the very strange and frivolous fables or histories
reported and told of him (as to have bLeen of his
doing) none were true.’ It is said that the treat-
ment Dee experienced at this time was the primary
cause of the Act passed against personal slander
(1604)—a proof of legislative wisdom which drew
from Dee a versified expression of gratitude—in
which, let us hope, the sincerity of the gratitude is
not to be measured by the quality of the verse. It is
addressed to ‘the Honorable Members of the
Commons in the Present Parliament,’ and here is a
specimen of it, which will show that, though Dee’s
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¢1577, March 24th.—Alexander Simon, the Ninevite, came to
me, and promised me his service into Persia._

¢1577, May 1lst.—I received from Mr. William Harbut of
St. Gillian his notes uppon my “ Monas.”*

‘1577, May 2nd.—I understode of one Vincent Murfryn his
abbominable misusing me behinde my back ; Mr, Thomas Besbich
told me his father is one of the cokes of the Court.

‘1577, May 20th.—I hyred the barber of Cheswik, Walter
Hooper, to kepe my hedges and knots in as good order as he saw
them then, and that to be done with twice cutting in the yere at
the least, and he to have yerely five shillings, meat and drink.

“1577, June 26th.—Elen Lyne gave me a quarter’s warning.

€1577, August 19.—The * Hexameron Brytanicum ” put to
printing.  (Published in 1577 with the title of “ General and
Rare Memorials pertayning to the perfect Art of Navigation.”)

€1577, November 3rd.— William Rogers of Mortlak about 7 of
the clok in the morning, cut his own throte, by the fiende his

#1577, November 6th.—Sir Umfrey Gilbertt cam to me to
Mortlak,

1577, November 22nd.—I rod to Windsor to the Q. Majestie.

¢1577, November 25th.—1 spake with the Quene hora quinta ;
I spoke with Mr. Secretary Walsingham.{ I declared to the
Quene her title to Greenland, Estotiland, and Friesland.

+1577, December 1st.—I spoke with Sir Christopher Hatton ;
he was made Knight that day.

¢1577, December —th.—I went from the Courte at Wyndsore.

£1577, December 30th.—Inexplissima illa calumnia de R.
Edwardo, iniquissima aliqua ex parte in me denunciebatur: ante
aliquos elapsos diro, sed . . . sua sapientia me innocentem.’

1 cannot ascertain of what calumny against
Edward VI. Dee had been accused; but it is to be
hoped that his wish was fulfilled, and that he was
acquitted of it before many days had elapsed.

I have omitted some items relating to moneys

* The ‘Monas Hieroglyphica.’

t The celebrated navigator, whose heroic death is one of our
worthiest traditions.

1 A warm and steady friend to Dr. Dee.
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Bodonius, or Bodin, was the well-known writer
upon witcheraft.

1581, March 23rd.—At Mortlak came to me Hugh Smyth,
who had returned from Magellan strayghts and Vaygatz.

¢1581, July 12th.—The Erle of Leicester fell fowly out with
the Erle of Sussex, Lord Chamberlayn, calling each other trayter,
whereuppon both were commanded to kepe theyr chamber at
Greenwich, wher the court was.’

This was the historic quarrel, of which Sir Walter
Scott has made such effective use in his ‘ Kenil-
worth.’

£1583, January 13th.—On Sonday, the stage at Paris Garden
fell down all at once, being full of people beholding the bear-
bayting. Many being killed thereby, more hurt, and all amased.
The godly expownd it as a due plage of God for the wickedness
ther used, and the Sabath day so profanely spent.’

This popular Sabbatarian argument, which occa-
sionally crops up even in our own days, had been
humorously anticipated, half a century before, by Sir
Thomas More, in his ‘Dyalogue’ (1529): ‘At Beverley
late, much of the people being at a bear-baiting,
the church fell suddenly down at evening-time, and
overwhelmed some that were in it. A good fellow
that after heard the tale told—* So,” quoth he, * now
you may see what it is to be at evening prayers when
you should be at the bear-baiting!"’

The Paris Garden Theatre at Bankside had been
erected expressly for exhibitions of bear-baiting.
The charge for admission was a penny at the gate, a
penny at the entry of the scaffold or platform, and a
penny for ‘quiet standing.’ During the Common-
wealth this cruel sport was prohibited; but it was
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at 7} at night, in the Erle of Leicester his chamber, in the court
at Greenwich.

€1583, May 18th.—The Prince Albertus Laski came to me at
Mortlake, with onely two men. He came at afternone, and
tarryed supper, and after sone set.

€1583, June 15th.—About 5 of the clok cum the Polonian
prince, Lord Albert Lasky, down from Bisham, where he had
lodged the night before, being returned from Oxford, whither he
had gon of purpose to see the universityes, wher he was very
honorably used and enterteyned. He had in his company Lord
Russell, Sir Philip Sydney, and other gentlemen : he was rowed
by the Quene’s men, he had the barge covered with the Quene’s
cloth, the Quene's trampeters, etc. He came of purpose to do
me honour, for which God be praysed !

¢1583, September 21st,—We went from Mortlake, and so the
Lord Albert Lasky, I, Mr. E. Kelly, our wives, my children and
familie, we went toward our two ships attending for us, seven or
eight myle below Gravesende.

£1586, September 14th.—Trebonam venimus.

¢1586, October 18th.—E. K. recessit a Trebona versus Pragam
curru delatus ; mansit hie per tres hebdomadas.

£1586, December 19th.—Ad gratificandam Domino Edouardo
Garlando, et Francisco suo fratri, qui Edouardus nuncius mihi
missus erat ab Imperatore Moschoriz ut ad illum venirem, E. K.
fecit proleolem (1) lapidis in proportione unius . . . gravi arene
super quod vulgaris oz. et § et producta est optimé auri oz. fere:
quod aurnm post distribnimus a crucibolo una dedimus Edonardo.

‘1587, January 18th.—Rediit E. K. a Praga. E. K. brought
with him from the Lord Rosenberg to my wyfe a chayne and
juell estemed at 300 duckettes ; 200 the juell stones, and 100 the
gold.

“1587, September 28th.—I delivered to Mr. Ed. Kelley
(earnestly requiring it as his part) the half of all the animall
which was made, It is to weigh 20 oz ; he wayed it himself in
my chamber : he bowght his waights purposely for it. My lord
had spoken to me before for some, but Mr. Kelly had not
spoken.

#1587, October 28th and 29th.—John Carp did begyn to make
furnaces over the gate, and he used of my rownd bricks, and for
the yron pot was contented now to use the lesser bricks, 60 to
make a furnace.
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how long first ?”  “I shall die,” said he, *“ on Thurs-
day night.” Monday came ; all was well. Tuesday
came, he not sick. Wednesday came, and still he
was well, with which his impertinent wife did much
twit him in his teeth. Thursday came, and dinner
was ended, he very well ; he went down to the water-
side, and took a pair of oars to go to some buildings
he was in hand with in Puddle Dock. Being in the
middle of the Thames, he presently fell down, only
saying, ‘“ An impost, an impost,” and so died. A
most sad storm of wind immediately following.’

It seems as if these men could never die without
bringing down upon the earth a grievous storm or
tempest ! The preceding story, however, partakes
too much of the marvellous to be very easily accepted.

According to Anthony Wood, this renowned
magician was ‘a person that in horary questions,
especially theft, was very judicious and fortunate’
(in other words, he was well served by his spies and
instruments) ; ‘so, also, in sickness, which was
indeed his masterpiece ; and had good success in
resolving questions about marriage, and in other
questions very intricate. He professed to his wife
that there would be much trouble about Sir Robert
Carr, Earl of Somerset, and the Lady Frances, his
wife, who frequently resorted to him, and from whose
company he would sometimes lock himself in his
study one whole day. He had compounded things
upon the desire of Mrs. Anne Turner, to make the
said Sir Robert Carr calid gquo ad hanc, and Robert,
Earl of Essex frigid quo ad hane ; that his, to his wife
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sometimes lock himself in his study a whole day.’
Mrs. Forman, when, at a later date, examined in
court, deposed ‘that Mrs. Turner came to her house
immediately after her husband’s death, and did de-
mand certain pictures which were in her hushand’s
study, namely, one picture in wax, very mysteriously
apparelled in silk and satin ; as also another made in
the form of a naked woman, spreading and laying
forth her hair in a glass, which Mrs. Turner did con-
fidently affirm to be in a box, and she knew in what
part of the room in the stndy they were” We also
learn that Forman, in reply to the Countess's re-
proaches, averred that the devil, as he was informed,
had no power over the person of the Earl of Essex.
The Countess, however, was not to be diverted from
her object, and, after Forman’s death, employed two
or three other conjurers—one Gresham, and a Doctor
Lavoire, or Savory, being specially mentioned.

What followed has left a dark and shameful stain
on the record of the reign of James I. The King
personally interfered on behalf of his favourite, and
resolved that Essex should be compelled to surrender
his wife, For this purpose the Countess was in-
structed to bring against him a charge of conjugal
incapacity ; and a Commission of right reverend pre-
lates and learned lawyers, under the presidency—one
blushes to write it—of Abbot, Archbishop of Canter-
bury, was appointed to investigate the loathsome
details. A jury of matrons was empanelled to deter-
mine the virginity of Lady Essex, and, as a pure
young girl was substituted in her place, their verdict
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seem that Mrs. Turner, when arrested, immediately
sent her maid to Forman's widow, to urge her to

than fall into the jaws of Want. These two counsel together how
they might stop the current of the Earl’s affection towards his
wife, and make a clear passage for the Viscount in his place. To
effect which, one Dr. Forman, a reputed conjurer (living at
Lambeth) is found out; the women declare to him their grievances;
he promises sudden help, and, to amuse them, frames many little
pictures of brass and wax—some like the Viscount and Countess,
whom he must unite and strengthen, others like the Earl of Essex,
whom he must debilitate and weaken ; and then with philtrous
powders, and such drugs, he works upon their persons. And to
practise what effects his arts would produce, Mrs. Turner, that
loved Sir Arthur Manwaring (a gentleman then attending the
Prince), and willing to keep him to her, gave him some of the
powder, which wrought so violently with him, that through a
storm of rain and thunder he rode fifteen miles one dark night
to her house, scarce knowing where he was till he was there.
Such is the devilish and mad rage of lust, heightened with art
and fancy.

*These things, matured and ripened by this juggler Forman,
gave them assurance of happy hopes. Her courtly incitements,
that drew the Viscount to observe her, she imputed to the
operation of those drugs he had tasted ; and that harshness and
stubborn comportment she expressed to her husband, making
him (weary of such entertainments) to absent himself, she thought
proceeded from the effects of those unknown potions and powders
that were administered to him. So apt is the imagination to take
impressions of those things we are willing to believe.

¢ The good Earl, finding his wife nurseled in the Court, and seeing
no possibility to reduce her to reason till she were estranged from the
relish and taste of the delights she sucked in there, made his con-
dition again known to her father. The old man, being troubled with
his daughter’s disobedience, embittered her, being near him, with
wearisome and continued chidings, to wean her from the sweets
she doted upon, and with much ado forced her into the country.
But how harsh was the parting, being sent away from the place
where she grew and flourished ! Yet she left all her engines and
imps behind her: the old doctor and his confederate, Mrs, Turner,
must be her two supporters, She blazons all her miseries to them
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should not contynue, the one to the Countesse, the
other to Mrs. Turner,” Visions of a dingy room
haunted by demons, who had been summoned from
the infernal depths by Forman's potent spells, stimu-
lated the imagination of the excited crowd until they
came to believe that the fiends were actually there in
the Court, listening in wrath to the exposure of their
agents ; and, behold! in the very heat and flush of
this extravagant credulity, a sudden crack was heard
in one of the platforms or scaffolds, causing ‘a great
fear, tumult, and commotion amongst the spectators
and through the hall, every one fearing hurt, as if the
devil had been present and grown angry to have his
workmanship known by such as were not his own
scholars.” The narrator adds that there was also a
note showed in Court, made by Dr. Forman, and
written on parchment, signifying what ladies loved
what lords ; but the Lord Chief Justice would not
suffer it to be read openly. This ‘ note,’ or book, was a
diary of the doctor’s dealings with the persons named ;
and a scandalous tradition affirms that the Lord Chief
Justice would not have it read because his wife’s name
was the first which caught his eye when he glanced
at the contents.

Mrs. Turner’s conviction followed as a matter of
course upon Weston's. There was no difficulty in
proving that she had been concerned in his pro-
ceedings, and that if he had committed a crime she
was particeps criminis. Both she and Weston died
with an acknowledgment on their lips that they
were justly punished. Her end, according to all
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From those two springs where joy did whilom dwell,
Grief’s pearly drops upon her pale cheek fell.’

The next to suffer was an apothecary named
Franklin, from whom the poison had been procured.
“ Before he was executed, he threw out wild hints of
the existence of a plot far exceeding in villainy that
which was in course of investigation. He tried to
induce all who would listen to him to believe that
he knew of a conspiracy in which many great lords
were concerned ; and that not only the late Prince
[Henry] had been removed by unfair means, but that
a plan had been made to get rid of the Electress
Palatine and her husband. As, however, all this
was evidently only dictated by a hope of escaping the
gallows, he was allowed to share with the others a
fate which he richly deserved.’

After the execution of these smaller culprits, some
months elapsed before Bacon, as Attorney-General,
was directed to proceed against the greater. It was
not until May 24, 1616, that the Countess of
Somerset was put upon her trial before the High
Steward’s Court in Westminster Hall. Contem-
porary testimony differs strangely as to her behaviour.
One authority says that, whilst the indictment was
being read, she turned pale and trembled, and when
Weston’s name was mentioned hid her face behind
her fan. Another remarks : ‘ She won pity by her
sober demeanour, which, in my opinion,’ he adds,
‘ was more curious and confident than was fit for a
lady in such distress, yet she shed, or made show of
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ence of a plot in which both were mixed up, and
that Helwys had expressed an opinion that Over-
bury’s death would be a satisfactory termination of
the imbroglio. But he might probably have based
this opinion on the fact that Overbury was seriously
ill, and his recovery more than doubtful.

When Bacon had concluded his part of the case,
Ellesmere, who presided, urged Somerset to confess
his guilt. ‘No, my lord,’ said the Earl calmly,
‘T came hither with a resolution to defend myself.’

Montague then endeavoured to demonstrate that
the poison of which Overbury died had been adminis-
tered with Somerset’s knowledge. But he could
get no further than this: that Somerset had been
in the habit of sending powders, as well as tarts and
jellies, to Overbury ; but he did not, and could not
prove that the powders were poisonous. Nor was
Serjeant Crew able to advance the case beyond the
point reached by Bacon ; he could argue only on the
assumption of Somerset’s guilt, which his colleagues
had failed to establish. :

In our own day it would be held that the case for
the prosecution had completely broken down ; and I
must add my conviction that Somerset was in no
way privy to Overbury’s murder. He had assented
to his imprisonment, because he was weary of his
importunity ; but he still retained a kindly feeling
towards him, and was evidently grieved at the
serious nature of his illness. As a matter of fact,
it was not proved even that Overbury died of
poison, though I admit that this is put beyond
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the Court, that they had done him no mischief.
Here Crew interrupted: The three powders from
Killigrew had been duly accounted for ; but there
was a fourth powder, which had not been accounted
for, and bhad (it was assumed) contained poison.
Now, it was improbable that the Earl could re-
member the exact history of every powder sent to
Overbury two years before, and, besides, it was a
mere assumption on the part of the prosecution that
this fourth powder was poison. But Somerset’s
inability to meet this point was made the most of,
and gave the peers a sufficient pretext for declaring
him guilty. The Earl received his sentence with
the composure he had exhibited throughout the
arduous day, which had shown how a nature
enervated by luxury and indulgence can be braced
up by the chill air of adversity, and contented him-
self with expressing a hope that the Court would
intercede with the King for mercy.

I have dwelt at some length on the details of this
celebrated trial because it is the last (in English
jurisprudence) in which men and women of rank
have been mixed up with the secret practices of the
magician ; though, for other reasons, it is one of
very unusual interest. In briefly concluding the
recital, I may state that James was greatly relieved
when the trial was over, and he found that nothing
damaging to himself had been disclosed. It is
certain that Somerset was in possession of some
dark secret, the revelation of which was much
dreaded by the King ; so that precautions had even
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ushered them into an inner chamber. There, to their
amazement, a tree sprang up before their eyes in the
middle of the floor. Before they had ceased to
wonder at this sight surprising, three diminutive men
entered, with tiny axes in their hands, and, nimbly
setting to work, soon felled the tree. The doctor
then dismissed his guests, who went away with a
conviction that he was as potent a necromancer as
Roger Bacon or Cornelius Agrippa.

That same night a tremendous gale arose, so that
the house of one of Lambe’s visitors rocked to and
fro, threatening to topple over with a crash, and bury
the man and his wife in the ruins. In great terror
his wife inquired, ‘ Were you not at Dr. Lambe’s
to-day? The husband acknowledged that it was so.
“And did you bring anything away from his house?
Yes: when the dwarfs felled the tree, he had been
foolish enough to pick up some of the chips, and put
them in his pocket. Here was the cause of the hurri-
cane! With all speed he got rid of the chips; the
storm immediately subsided, and the remainder of the
night was spent in undisturbed repose.

Lambe was notorious for the lewdness of his life
and his evil habits. But his supposed skill and
success as a soothsayer led to his being frequently
consulted by George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham,
with the result that each helped to swell the volume
of the other’s unpopularity. The Puritans were
angered at the Duke's resort to a man of Lambe's
character and calling ; the populace hated Lambe as
the tool and instrument of the Duke. In 1628 the
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dance naked’ Still guarded by his sailors, he
hurried homeward, with the mob close at his heels,
shouting and gesticulating, and increasing every
minate both in numbers and fury. In the Old
Jewry he turned to face them with his protectors ;
but this movement of defence, construed into one of
defiance, stimulated the passions of the populace toan
ungovernable pitch; they made a rush at him, from
which he took refuge in the Windmill tavern. A
volley of stones smashed against paneand door ; and
with shouts, screams, and yells, they demanded that
he should be given up. But the landlord, a man of
courage and humanity, would not throw the poor
wretch to his pursuers as the huntsman throws the
captured fox to the fangs of his hounds. He detained
him for some time, and then he provided him with a
disguise before he would suffer him to leave. The
precaution was useless, for hate is keen of vision:
the man was recognised; the pursuit was resumed,
and he was hunted through the streets, pale and
trembling with terror, his dress disordered and soiled,
until he again sought an asylam. The master of this
house, however, fell into a paroxysm of alarm, and
dismissed him hastily, with four constables as a body-
guard. But what could these avail against hundreds?
They were swept aside—the doctor, bleeding and
exhausted, was flung to the ground, and sticks and
stones rained blows upon him until he was no longer
able to ask for mercy. One of his eyes was beaten
out of its socket; and when he was rescued at length
by a posse of constables and soldiers, and conveyed to
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took leave of his father (‘then in Leicester gaol for
debt’) on April 4th, and tramping his way to London,
in company with ‘Bradshaw the carrier, arrived
there on the 9th. When he had gratified the carrier
and his servants, his capital was reduced to 7s. 6d.
in money, a suit of clothes on his back, two shirts,
three bands, one pair of shoes, and as many stockings.
The master to whom he had been recommended—
Leicestershire born, like himself—a certain Gilbert
Wright, received him kindly, purchasing for him a
new cloak—a welcome addition to Lilly’s scanty
wardrobe; and Lilly then settled down, contentedly
enough, to his laborious duties, though they were
hardly of a kind to gratify the tastes of an earnest
scholar. ¢ My work, he says, ‘ was to go before my
master to church; to attend my master when he
went abroad; to make clean his shoes; sweep the
street ; help to drive bucks when he washed; fetch
water in a tub from the Thames (I have helped to
carry eighteen tubs of water in one morning); weed
the garden ; all manner of drudgeries 1 willingly per-
formed ; scrape trenchers,’ ete.

In 1624 his mistress (he says) died of cancer in
the breast, and he came into possession—by way of
legacy, I suppose—of a small scarlet bag belonging
to her, which contained some rare and curious things.
Among others, several sigils, amulets, or charms:
some of Jupiter in trine, others of the nature of
Venus ; some of iron, and one of gold—pure angel
gold, of the bigness of a thirty-shilling piece of King
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Cobbler, Dick the Blacksmith, and such-like com-
panions. ‘ We have sometimes been at our work at
six in the morning, and so continued till three or
four in the afternoon, many times without bread or
drink all that while. Sometimes I went to church
and heard funeral sermons, of which there was then
great plenty. At other times I went early to St.
Antholin’s, in London, where there was every morn-
ing a sermon. The most able people of the whole
city and suburbs were out of town ; if any remained,
it were such as were engaged by parish officers to
remain ; no habit of a gentleman or woman con-
tinued; the woeful calamity of that year was
grievous, people dying in the open fields and in open
streets. At last, in August, the bills of mortality so
increased, that very few people had thoughts of
surviving the contagion. The Sunday before the
great bill came forth, which was of five thousand and
odd hundreds, there was appointed a sacrament at
Clement Danes’; during the distributing whereof I
do very well remember we sang thirteen parts of the
119th Psalm. One Jacob, our minister (for we had
three that day, the communion was so great), fell sick
as he was giving the sacrament, went home, and was
buried of the plague the Thursday following.’
Having been led by various circumstances to apply
himself to the study of astrology, he sought a guide
and teacher in the person of one Master Evans, whom
he describes as poor, ignorant, boastful, drunken, and
knavish ; he had a character, or reputation, however,
for erecting a figure (or horoscope) predicting future
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they are not of a nature, however, to elevate our
ideas of the profession. One would almost suppose
that free intercourse with the inhabitants of the
unseen world had an exceptionally bad effect on the
morals and manners of the mortals who enjoyed it ;
or else the spirits must have had a penchant for low
society.  Lilly speaks of one William Poole, who
was a nibbler at astrological science, and, in addition,
a gardener, an apparitor, a drawer of lime, a plas-
terer, a bricklayer ; in fact, he bragged of knowing no
fewer than seventeen trades—such was the versatility
of his genius ! It is pleasant to know that this won-
derfully clever fellow could condescend to *drolling,’
and even to writing poetry (heaven save the mark!),
of which Lilly, in his desire to astonish posterity, has
preserved a specimen. Master Poole’s rhymes, how-
ever, are much too offensively coarse to be transferred
to these pages.

This man of many callings died about 1651 or
1652, at St. Mary Overy’s, in Southwark, and Lilly
quotes a portion of his last will and testament :

¢Item. 1 give to Dr. Arder all my books, and one manuseript
of my own, worth one hundred of Lilly’s Introduction.

‘Item. If Dr. Arder gives my wife anything that is mine, I
wish the D—I may fetch him body and soul.’

Terrified at this uncompromising malediction, the
doctor handed over all the deceased conjurer’s books
and goods to Lilly, who in his turn handed them
over to the widow ; and in this way Poole's curse
was eluded, and his widow got her rights.

The true name of this Dr. Arder, it seems, was
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in Lawrence Lane. But whether he contracted a
distaste for the trade, or lacked the capital to start
on his own account, he abandoned it on reaching
manhood, and started as a writing-master at Hadley,
in Middlesex. It is said that he wrote singularly
well, ‘both Secretary and Roman.” Later in life he
officiated as clerk to Sir Christopher Clithero, Alder-
man of London, and Justice of the Peace, and also to
Sir Hugh Hammersley, Alderman, and in these
responsible positions became well known to many
citizens who, like Cowper's John Gilpin, were *of
credit and renown.’

In star-craft this John Booker was a past master !
His verses upon the months, framed according to their
different astrological significations, *being blessed
with success, according to his predictions,” made him
known all over England. He was a man of *great
honesty,’” abhorring any deceit in the art he loved and
studied. So says Lilly ; but it is certain that if an
astrologer be in earnest, he must deceive himself, if
he do not deceive others. This Booker had much
good fortune in detecting thefts, and was not less an
adept in resolving love-questions. His knowledge of
astronomy was by no means limited ; he understood
a good deal of physic ; was a great advocate of the
antimonial cup, whose properties were first dis-
covered by Basil Valentine ; not unskilled in chemis-
try, though he did not practise it. He died in the
sweet odour of a good reputation in 1667, leaving
behind him a tolerable library (which was purchased
by Elias Ashmole, the antiquary), a widow, four
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great astrological treatise, the ¢ Ars Notaria,' a large
parchment volume, enriched with the names and
pictures of those angels which are thought and be-
lieved by wise men to teach and instruct in all the
several liberal sciences—as if heaven were a scientific -
academy, with the angels giving lectures as professors
of astrology, medicine, mathematics, and the like !
Next he describes how he sought to extend his fame
as a magician by attempting the discovery of a
quantity of treasure alleged to have been concealed
in the cloister of Westminster Abbey ; and having
obtained permission from the authorities, he repaired
thither, one winter night, accompanied by several
gentlemen, and by one John Scott, a supposed expert
in the use of the Mosaical or divining rods. The
hazel rods were duly played round about the cloister,
and on the west side turned one over the other, a
proof that the treasure lay there. The labourers,
after digging to a depth of six feet, came upon a
coffin ; but as it was not heavy, Lilly refrained from
opening it, an omission which he afterwards regretted.
From the cloister they proceeded to the Abbey
Church, where, upon a sudden, so fierce, so high, so
blustering and loud a wind burst forth, that they
feared the west end of the church would fall upon
them. Their rods would not move at all ; the
candles and torches, all but one, were extinguished,
or burned very dimly. John Scott, Lilly’s partner,
was amazed, turned pale, and knew not what to think
or do, until Lilly gave command to dismiss the
demons. This being done, all was quiet again, and the
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the spring of 1645, and jestingly asking him what
events were likely to take place, Lilly repeated this
prophecy of a victory. He remarks that in 1648
some of Lilly’s prognostications ‘fell out very
strangely, particularly as to the King’s fall from his
horse about this time.” But it would have been
strange if a man so well informed of public affairs,
and so shrewd, as William Lilly, had never been
right in his forecasts. And a lucky coincidence will
set an astrologer up in credit for a long time, his
numerous failures being forgotten.

In this same memorable and eventful year he pub-
lished his ‘ Starry Messenger,’ with an interpretation
of three mock suns, or parkelia, which had been
seen in London on the 29th of May, 1644, King
Charles IL's birthday. Complaint was immediately
made to the Parliamentary Committee of Examina-
tion that it contained treasonable and scandalous
matter. Lilly was summoned before the Committee,
but several of his friends were upon it, and voted the
charges against him frivolous—as, indeed, they were—
so that he met with his usual good fortune, and came
off with flying colours.

All the English astrologers of the old school seem
to have been startled and confounded by the inno-
vations of this dashing young magician, with his
yearly almanacks and political predictions and self-
advertisement, especially a certain Mr. William
Hodges, who lived near Wolverhampton, and can-
didly confessed that Lilly did more by astrology than
he himself could do by the crystal, though he under-
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On returning to London, Secott, to his great
astonishment, found that his tall gentlewoman had
jilted him, and taken to herself another husband.
Two years afterwards, in the course of a Kentish
journey, he refreshed himself at an inn in Canter-
bury ; fell in love with its ruddy-complexioned bar-
maid ; and, when he married her, remembered her
red waistcoat, her avocation, and Mr. Hodges ‘ his
crystal.”

An amusing story is told of this man Hodges.

A neighbour of his, who had lost his horse, re-
covered the animal by acting upon the astrologer’s
advice. Some years afterwards he unluckily conceived
the idea of playing upon the wise man a practical joke,
and obtained the co-operation of one of his friends.
He had certainly recovered his horse, he said, in the
way Hodges had shown him, but it was purely a
chance, and would not happen again. *So come, let
us play him a trick. 1 will leave some boy or other
at the town's end with my horse, and we will then
call on Hodges and put him to the test.’

This was done, and Hodges said it was true the
horse was lost, and would never be recovered.

‘1 thought what fine skill you had,” laughed the
gentleman; my horse is walking in a lane at the
town's end.’

Whereupon Hodges, with an oath, as was his evil
habit, asserted that the horse was gone, and that his
owner would never see him again. Ridiculing the
wise man without mercy, the gentleman departed,
and hastened to the town's end, and there, at the
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‘The several unexpected victories obtained under your Excel-
lency’s conduct will eternize the same unto all posterity.

‘We are confident of God's going along with you and your
army until the great work, for which He ordained you both, is
fully perfected, which we hope will be the conquering and sub-
version of your and the Parliament’s enemies; and then a quiet
settlement and firm peace over all the nation unto God’s glory,
and full satisfaction of tender consciences.

¢ 8ir, as for ourselves, we trust in God ; and, as Christians, we
believe in Him. We do not study any art but what is lawful
and consonant to the Scriptures, Fathers, and antiquity, which
we humbly desire you to believe,’

They afterwards paid a visit to Hugh Peters, the
famous Puritan ecclesiastic, who had lodgings in the
Castle. They found him reading ‘an idle pamphlet,’
which he had received from London that morning.
‘ Lilly, thou art herein,” he exclaimed. * Are not you
there also ?' ¢ Yes, that I am,' he answered.

The stanza relating to Lilly ran as follows :

‘From th' oracles of the Sibyls so silly,
The curst predictions of William Lilly,
And Dr. Sibbald’s Shoe-Lane Philly,

Good Lord, deliver me.

After much conference with Hugh Peters, and
some private discourse betwixt the two ‘not to be
divulged,’ they parted, and Master Lilly returned to
London.

In 1647 he published ¢ The World’s Catastrophe,’
“ The Prophecies of Ambrose Merlin” (both or which
were translated by Elias Ashmole), and ‘ Trithemius
of the Government of the World, by the Presiding
Angels '—all three tracts in one volume.

Notwithstanding his services to the Parliamentary
cause, Lilly secretly retained a strong attachment
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Our garrulous and egotistical conjurer, who seems
really to have believed that he exercised a considerable
influence upon the course of events, though his posi-
tion was no more important than that of the fly upon
the wheel, evidently wished to connect these com-
monplaces with the execution of Charles L. :

‘In Christmas holidays,” he writes, ‘ the Lord Gray
of Groby, and Hugh Peters, sent for me to Somerset
House, with directions to bring them two of my
almanacks. I did so. Peters and he read January'’s
observations, “If we are not fools and knaves,”
saith he, * we shall do justice.” Then they whispered.
I understood not their meaning until his Majesty was
beheaded. They applied what I wrote of justice to
be understood of his Majesty, which was contrary to
my intention ; for Jupiter, the first day of January,
became direct; and Libra is a sign signifying justice.
I implored for justice generally upon such as had
cheated in their places, being treasurers and such-like
officers. I had not then heard the least intimation of
bringing the King unto trial, and yet the first day
thereof I was casually there, it being upon a Saturday.
For going to Westminster every Saturday in the
afternoon, in these times, at Whitehall I casually met
Peters. “ Come, Lilly, wilt thou go hear the King
tried ?” ¢ When?” said I. “Now—just now; go
with me.” 1 did so, and was permitted by the guard
of soldiers to pass up to the King’s Bench. Within
one quarter of an hour came the judges ; presently
his Majesty, who spoke excellently well, and majes-
tically, without impediment in the least when he
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very honestly he brought me. I told him my design
was to deny the book found fault with, to own only
the six books. I told him I doubted he would be
examined. “ Hang them!” said he; “they are all
rogues. I'll swear myself to the devil ere they shall
have an advantage against you, by my oath.”

¢ The day after, I appeared before the Committee,
At first they showed me the true * Anglicus,” and
asked if I wrote and printed it.’

Lilly, after pretending to inspect it, denied all
knowledge of it, asserting that it must have been
written with a view to do him injury by some
malicious Presbyterian, at the same time producing
the six amended copies, to the great surprise and per-
plexity of the Committee. The majority, however,
were inclined to send him to prison, and some had
proposed Newgate, others the Gate House, when one
Brown, of Sussex, who had been influenced to favour
Lilly, remarked that neither to Newgate nor the Gate
House were the Parliament aceustomed to send their
prisoners, and suggested that the most convenient
and legitimate course would be for the Sergeant-at-
Arms to take this Mr. Lilly into custody.

 Mr. Strickland, who had for many years been the
Parliament’s ambassador or agent in Holland, when
he saw how they inclined, spoke thus:

““I came purposely into the Committee this day
to see the man who is so famous in those parts where
I have so long continued. I assure you his name is
famous over all Europe. I come to do him justice.
A book is produced by us, and said to be his; he
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difficult or doubtful query unto me, Mr. Weston
prompted me with a fit answer. At last, after
almost one hour’s tugging, I desired to be fully heard
what I could say as to the person who cut Charles L.’s
head off. Liberty being given me to speak, I related
what follows, viz, :

‘That the next Sunday but one after Charles I.
was beheaded, Robert Spavin, Secretary unto Lieu-
tenant-General Cromwell at that time, invited himself
to dine with me, and brought Anthony Peirson and
several others along with him to dinner: that their
principal discourse all dinner-time was only who it
was that beheaded the King. One said it was the
common hangman; another, Hugh Peters; others
also were nominated, but none concluded. Robert
Spavin, so soon as dinner was done, took me by the
hand, and carried me to the south window : saith he,
“These are all mistaken, they have not named the
man that did the fact: it was Lieutenant-Colonel
Joyce. I was in the room when he fitted himself for
the work, stood behind him when he did it; when
done, went in again with him. There is no man
knows this but my master, namely, Cromwell, Com-
missary Ireton, and myself.” * Doth not Mr. Rush-
worth know it?” said I. “ No, he doth not know it,”
saith Spavin. The same thing Spavin since had
often related unto me when we were alone. Mr.
Prinn did, with much civility, make a report hereof
in the House; yet Norfolk, the Serjeant, after my
discharge, kept me two days longer in arrest, pur-
posely to get money of me. He had six pounds, and
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yours, long since printed, you hinted some such
thing by one of your hieroglyphics.’

Whereto Mr. Lilly replied, with a firm assumption
of superior wisdom and oracular knowledge :

‘ May it please your Honours,—After the behead-
ing of the late King, considering that in the three
subsequent years the Parliament acted nothing which
concerned the settlement of the nation in peace; and
seeing the generality of people dissatisfied, the
citizens of London discontented, the soldiery prone
to mutiny, I was desirous, according to the best
knowledge God had given me, to make inquiry by
the art I studied, what might from that time happen
unto the Parliament and nation in general. At last,
having satisfied myself as well as I could, and per-
fected my judgment therein, I thought it most con-
venient to signify my intentions and conceptions
thereof in Forms, Shapes, Types, Hieroglyphies, ete.,
without any commentary, that so my judgment might
be concealed from the vulgar, and made manifest only
unto the wise. I herein imitating the examples of
many wise philosophers who had done the like.’

¢ Sir Robert,’ saith one, ¢ Lilly is yet sub vestibulo.'

‘Having found, sir,’ continued Lilly, ‘that the
city of London should be sadly afflicted with a great
plague, and not long after with an exorbitant Fire, I
framed those two hieroglyphics as represented in the
book, which in effect have proved very true.’

* Did you foresee the year?’ inquired a member of
the Committee.

‘I did not,” said Lilly, ‘nor was desirous; of that
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Gifted with a robust constitution, he enjoyed good
health far on into old age. He seems to have had no
serious illness until he was past his seventy-second
birthday, and from this attack he recovered com-
pletely. In November, 1675, he was less fortunate,
a severe attack of fever reducing him to a condition
of great physical weakness, and so affecting his eye-
sight that thenceforward he was compelled to employ
the services of an amanuensis in drawing up his
annual astrological budget. After an attack of
dysentery, in the spring of 1681, he became totally
blind ; a few weeks later he was seized with paralysis ;
and on June 9 he passed away, ‘ without any show
of trouble or pangs.’

He was buried, on the following evening, in the
chancel of Walton Church, where Elias Ashmole, a
month later, placed a slab of fair black marble (* which
cost him six pounds four shillings and sixpence’),
with the following epitaph, in honour of his departed
friend: ‘Ne Oblivione conteretur Urna GuLIELMI
L, Astrologi Peritissimi Qui Fatis cessit, Quinto
Idus Junii, Anno Christi Juliano, mporxxxi, Hoe
illi posuit amoris Monumentum Erias ASHMOLE,
Armiger.” There is a pagan flavour about the
phrases ¢ Qui Fatis cessit,’ and  Quinto Idus Junii,' and
they read oddly enough within the walls of a Chris-
tian church.

There are two sides to every shield. As regards
our astrologer, the last of the English magicians who
held a position of influence, let us first take the silver
side, as presented in the eulogistic verse of Master
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The authorities of the British Museum purchased this ¢relic of
the superstition of our ancestors’ for the sum of twelve guineas.
It is neither more nor less than what it has been described, a
polished piece of cannel-coal, and thus explains the allusion in
Butler’s ¢ Hudibras’ :

“Kelly did all his feats upon
The devil’s looking-glass—a stone.’
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famous city of London, who now stands tooth and
nail for it.” Tooth and nail Dr. Fludd met his ad-
versary, and the public were infinitely amused by the
vehemence of his style in his pamphlet, ¢ The Spung-
ing of Parson Foster's Spunge ; wherein the Spunge-
carrier'’s immodest Carriage and Behaviour towards
his Brethren is detected ; the bitter Flames of his
Slanderous Reports are, by the sharp Vinegar of
Truth, corrected and quite extinguished ; and, lastly,
the Virtuous Validity of his Spunge in wiping away
the Weapon Salve, is crushed out and clean abolished.’

In all the dreams of the mediseval philosophy—in
the philosopher’s stone and the stone philosophie, in
the universal alkahest, in the magical *elixir vite'—
Dr. Fludd was a serious believer. It was a favourite
hypothesis of his that all things depended on two
principles—condensation, or the boreal principle, and
rarefaction, the southern or austral. The human
body, he averred, was governed by a number of
demons, whom he distributed over a rhomboidal
figure. Further, he taught that every disease had
its own particular demon, the evil influence of which
could be neutralized only by the assistance of the
demon placed opposite to it in the rhomboid. The
doctrines of the Rosicrucian brotherhood he defended
with a charming enthusiasm, and when they had
been attacked by Libavius and others, he set them
forth in what he conceived to be their true light in his
¢ Apologia Compendiaria Fraternitatem de Rosea-
Cruce suspicionis et infamiz Maculis Aspersam,’ etc.
(published at Leyden in 1616)—a work which entitles
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CHAPTER L
EARLY HISTORY OF WITCHCRAFT IN ENGLAND.

To various conspicuous and easily intelligible causes
the witch and the warlock, like the necromancer and
the astrologer, owed their power with the multitude.
First, there was the eager desire which humanity not
unnaturally feels to tear aside the veil of Isis, and
obtain some knowledge of that Other World which is
hidden so completely from it. Next must be taken
into account man’s greed for temporal advantages,
his anxiety to direct the course of events to his
personal benefit; and, lastly, his malice against his
fellows. Thus we see that the influence enjoyed by
the sorcerer and the magician had its origin in the
unlawful passions of humanity, in whose history the
pages that treat of witches and witchcraft are painful
and humiliating reading.

To define the limit between the special functions of
the magician and the witch is somewhat difficult,
more especially as the position of the witch gradually
decreased in reputation and importance. There is a
great gulf between the witch of Endor, or the witch
of classical antiquity, or the witch of the Norse Sagas,
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A crosse of blew and another of red,

As good Lord was to the Roode.

Gabriel laid him downe to sleepe

Upon the ground of holy weepe ;

Good Lord came walking by.

Sleep’st thou, wak’st thou, Gabriel

No, Lord, I am sted with sticks and stake
That I can neither sleepe nor wake:

Rise up, Gabriel, and goe with me,

The stick nor the stake shall never dure thee.
Sweet Jesus, our Lord. Amen!

The other prayer consisted only of the Latin
phrase: °Crucifixus hoc signum vitam sternam.
Amen.”*

* Thomas Pott’s ‘ Wonderful Discoverie of Witches in the

Countie of Lancashire’ (1615), reprinted by the Chetham
Society, 1845.
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CHAP. IL] THOSE ACQUITTALS, 291

returned a verdict of ¢ Not guilty.” Dr. Hutchinson
remarks : ¢ Upon particular inquiry of several in or
near the town, I find most are satisfied that it is a
very right judgment. She lived about two years
after, without doing any known harm to anybody,
and died declaring her innocence. Her landlord was
a consumptive-spent man, and the words not exactly
as they swore them, and the whole thing seventeen
years before. . . . The white imp is believed to have
been a lock of wool, taken out of her basket to
spin; and its shadow, it is supposed, was the black
one.’

In the same year (1694) a woman, named
Margaret Elmore, was tried at Ipswich ; in 1695 one
Mary Gay at Launceston ; and in 1696 one Elizabeth
Hume at Exeter; but in each case, under the
direction of Chief Justice Holt, a verdict of acquittal
was declared. Thus the seventeenth century went
its way in an unaccustomed atmosphere of justice
and humanity.

19—2
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tude then gave way ; she acknowledged whatever her
persecutors wished to learn. Yes, she was a witch/
She had made a compact with the devil; all her
cures had been effected by his assistance—quite a
new feature in the character of Satan, who has not
generally been suspected of any compassionate feeling
towards suffering humanity. That she had done
good instead of harm availed the unfortunate Geillis
nothing. She was committed to prison; and the
torture being a third time applied, made a fuller
confession, in which she named her accomplices or
confederates, some forty in number, residing in
different parts of Lothian. Their arrest and ex-
amination disclosed the particulars of one of the
strangest intrigues ever concocted.

The principal parties in it were Dr. Fian, or Frain,
a reputed wizard, also known as John Cunningham ;
a grave matron, named Agnes Sampson ; Euphemia
Macalzean, daughter of Lord Cliftonhall ; and
Barbara Napier. Fian, or Cunningham, was a
schoolmaster of Tranent, and a man of ability and
education ; but his life had been evil—he was a
vendor of poisons—and, though innocent of the pre-
posterous crimes alleged against him, had dabbled in
the practices of the so-called sorcery. When a
twisted cord was bound round his bursting temples,
he would confess nothing ; and, exasperated by his
fortitude, the authorities subjected him to the terrible
torture of ‘the boots.” Even this he endured in
gilence, until exhausted nature came to his relief
with an interval of unconsciousness. He was then
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coloured even for the credulity of King James; and
he rightly enough exclaimed that the witches were,
like their master, ‘extraordinary liars.” It is said,
however, that he changed his opinion after Agnes
Sampson, in a private conference which he accorded
to her, related the details of a conversation between
himself and the Queen that had taken place under
such circumstances as to ensure inviolable secrecy.
It is curious that a very similar story is told of
Jeanne Darc—whom our ancestors burned as a witch
—and King Charles VI. of France.

Despite the machinations of the devil and the
witches, King James and Queen Anne, as we know,
escaped every peril, and reached Leith in safety. The
devil sourly remarked that James was ‘a man of
God,” and was evidently inclined to let him alone
severely ; but the Preston Pans conspirators, in-
stigated, perhaps, by some powerful personages who
kept prudently in the background, resolved on
another attempt against their sovereign’s life. On
Lammas Eve (July 31, 1590), nine of the ring-
leaders, including Dr. Fian, Agnes Sampson,
Euphemia Macalzean, and Barbara Napier, with some
thirty confederates, assembled at the New Haven,
between Musselburgh and Preston Pans, at a spot
called the Fairy Holes, where they were met by the
devil in the shape of a black man, which was
‘thought most meet to do the turn for the which
they were convened.' Agnes Sampson at once pro-
posed that they should make a final effort for the
King’s destruction. The devil took an unfavourable
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Devil. He was in the Reader’s desk, and a black book
in his hand. Margaret Brodie, in Auldearn, held me
up to the Devil to be baptized by him, and he marked
me in the shoulder, and sucked out my blood at that
mark, and spouted it in his hand, and, sprinkling it
on my head, said, *“ I baptize thee, Janet, in my own
name!” And within awhile we all removed. The
next time that I met with him was in the New
Wards of Inshoch. . . . He was a mickle, black,
rough [hirsute] man, very cold; and I found his
nature all cold within me as spring-wall-water.*
Sometimes he had boots, and sometimes shoes on
his feet; but still his feet are forked and cloven. He
would be sometimes with us like a deer or a roe.
John Taylor and Janet Breadhead, his wife, in
Belmakeith, . . . Douglas, and I myself, met in the
kirkyard - of Nairn, and we raised an unchristened
child out of its grave; and at the end of Bradley’s
cornfieldland, just opposite to the Mill of Nairn, we
took the said child, with the nails of our fingers and
toes, pickles of all sorts of grain, and blades of kail
[colewort], and hacked them all very small, mixed
together; and did put a part thereof among the
muck-heaps, and thereby took away the fruit of his
corns, etc., and we parted it among two of our Covins,
When we take corns at Lammas, we take but about
two sheaves, when the corns are full; or two stalks of
kail, or thereby, and that gives us the fruit of the
corn-land or kail-yard, where they grew. And it

* In the Forfarshire reports, alluded to on p. 332, the witches
always speak of the devil's body and kiss as deadly cold.
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CHAP. Iv.] JAMES I. AND THE WITCHES, 349

persons in the peril into which she herself had reck-
lessly plunged, naming nearly fifty women, and I for-
get how many men, as her associates or accomplices.
She affirmed that they dug up from their graves the
bodies of unbaptized infants, and having dismembered
them, made use of the limbs in their incantations.
That when they wished to destroy an enemy’s crops,
they yoked toads to his plough; and on the following
night the devil, with this strange team, drove furrows
into the land, and blasted it effectually. The devil,
it would seem, was so long and so incessantly occu-
pied with high affairs in Scotland, that surely the
rest of the world must have escaped meanwhile the
evils of his interference! Witches, added Isabel, were
able to assume almost any shape, but their usual
choice was that of a hare, or perhaps a cat. There
was some risk in either assumption. Once it hap-
pened that Isabel, in her disguise of a hare, was hotly
pursued by a pack of hounds, and narrowly escaped
with her life. When she reached her cottage-door
she could feel the hot breath of her pursuers on her
haunches ; but, contriving to slip behind a chest, she
found time to speak the magic words which alone
could restore her to her natural shape, namely :

¢“Hare! hare! God send thee care!
I am in a hare’s likeness now;
But I shall be a woman e’en now.
Hare! hare! God send thee care I”

If witches, while wearing the shape of hare or cat,
were bitten by the dogs, they always retained the
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CHAP, IV.] A PAROCHIAL INQUISITION, 373

said Maly was bruited to be a rank witch, and her
said husband suffered death for the same crime.

¢xviil, Jtem.—When Robert Merchant, in the New-
brucht, had contracted marriage, and holden house
for the space of two years with the late Christane
White, it happened to him to pass to the Moorhill of
Foverne, to sow corn to the late Isabel Bruce, the
relict of the late Alexander Frazer, the said Helen
Frazer being familiar and actually resident in the
house of the said Isabel, she was there at his coming :
from the which time forth the said Robert found his
affection violently and extraordinarily drawn away from
the said Christane to the said Isabel, a great love being
betwixt -him and the said Christane always thereto-
fore, and no break of love, or discord, falling out or
intervening upon either of their parts, which thing
the country supposed and spake to be brought about
by the unlawful travails of the said Helen.

‘(Signed] Tnomas TILIDEFF,
¢ Minister, at Fovern, with my hand.

¢ Item.—A common witch by open voice and com-
mon fame.’

I have given this ‘dittay’ in full, from a convic-
tion that no summary would do justice to its terrible
simplicity. Upon the evidence which it afforded,
Helen Frazer was brought before the Court of
Justiciary, in Aberdeen, on April 21, 1597, and
found guilty in ‘fourteen points of witchcraft and
gorcery.’
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the express letter of the law of God.” But they were
hopelessly behind the time; public opinion, as the
result of increased intelligence, had numbered witch-
craft among the superstitions of the past, and we may
confidently predict that its revival is impossible,
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Also, Thomas Erastus (1524-1588),
'. controversialist, who took so busy
' theological dissensions of his time.
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on June 18, 1682, and was buried in St. Margaret's,
Clitheroe, where his monument may still be seen. Its
singular inscription must have been devised by some
astrological sympathizer :

Qui hanc figuram intelligunt
Me etiam intellexisse, intelligent.

Here follows a mysterious figure of the sun, with
several circles and much astrological lettering, which
it is unnecessary to reproduce. The inscription con-
tinues :

Hic jacet ignotus mundo mersus que tumultus
Invidise, semper mens tamen qua fecit,

Multa tulit veterum ut sciret secreta sophorum
Ac tandem vires noverit ignis aque.

Johannes Hyphantes sive Webster.
In villa Spinosa supermontana, in
Parochia silve cuculate, in agro
Eboracensi, natus 1610, Feb. 3.
Ergastulum anime deposuit 1682, Junii 18.
Annog. =tatis sue 72 currente.
Sicq. peroravit moriens mundo huic valedicens,
Aurea pax vivis, requies sterna sepultis.

In 1728, Andrew Millar, at the sign of The
Buchanan’s Head, against St. Clement’s Church in
the Strand, published ‘A System of Magick : or, A
History of the Black Art,’ by Daniel Defoe ; a book
which, though it by no means justifies its title, is
one of more than passing interest, partly from the
renown of its author, and partly from the light it
throws on the popularity of magic among the English
middle classes in the earlier years of the eighteenth
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expected to confirm every advanced notion ; and
when the wise men, having racked their invention to
the utmost, called in the devil to their assistance for
want of better help ; and those that did not run into
Satan’s measures, and give themselves up to the
infernal, yet trod so near, and upon the very verge
of Hell, that it was hard to distinguish between the
magician and tne devil, and thus they have gone
on ever since : so that almost all the dispute between
us and the magicians is that they say they converse
with good spirits, and we say if they deal with any
spirits, it is with the devil.’

Here the greatness of his theme stimulates Defoe
into poetry, which differs very little, however, from
his prose, so that a brief specimen will content
everybody :

‘Hail ! dangerous science, falsely called sublime,
Which treads upon the very brink of crime.
Hell’s mimic, Satan’s mountebank of state,
Deals with more devils than Heaven did e’er create.
The infernal juggling-box, by Heaven designed,
To put the grand parade upon mankind.

The devil’s first game which he in Eden played,
‘When he harangued to Eve in masquerade.’

Dividing his treatise into two parts, our author, in
the introduction to Part I., discusses the meaning of
the principal terms in magical lore ; who, and what
kind of people, the magicians were ; and the mean-
ing originally given to the words ‘magic’ and
‘magician.” As a matter of course, he strays back
to the old Chaldean days, when a magician, he says,
was simply a mathematician, a man of science, who,
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tion of the human body ; who investigated the origin,
the progress, and the causes of diseases and dis-
tempers, both in men and women; who sought out
the physical or medicinal virtues of drugs and plants;
and as by these means they made daily discoveries in
nature, of which the world, until then, was ignorant,
and by which they performed astonishing cures, they
naturally gained the esteem and reverence of the
people.

Sir Walter Raleigh contends that only the word
‘magic,” and not the magical art, is derived from
Simon Magus. He adds that Simon’s name was not
Magus, a magician, but Gors, a person familiar with
evil spirits ; and that he usurped the title of Simon
the Magician simply because it was then a good and
honourable title. Defoe avails himself of Raleigh’s
authority to sustain his own opinion, that there is
a manifest difference between magic, which is wisdom
and supernatural knowledge, and the witchcraft and
conjuring which we now understand by the word.

In his second chapter Defoe classifies the magic of
the ancients under three heads: i. Natural, which
included the knowledge of the stars, of the motions
of the planetary bodies, and their revolutions and
influences ; that is to say, the study of nature, of
philosophy, and astronomy ; ii. Artificial or Rational,
in which was included the knowledge of all judicial
astrology, the casting or calculating nativities, and the
cure of diseases— (1) by particular charms and figures
placed in this or that position ; (2) by herbs gathered
at this or that particular crisis of time ; (3) by saying






CHAP. V.] THE LITERATURE OF WITCHCRAFT. 417

the later or diabolical magic, and concludes that his
first visible appearance on this mundane stage was
as the enemy of Job. Thence he is led to inquire,
in his fourth chapter, what shapes the devil assumed
on his first appearances to the magicians and others,
in the dawn of the world’s history, and whether he is
or has been allowed to assume a human shape or no.
And he suggests that his earliest acquaintance with
mankind was made through dreams, and that by this
method he contrived to infuse into men’s minds an
infinite variety of corrupt imaginations, wicked desires,
and abhorrent conclusions and resolutions, with some
ridiculous, foolish, and absurd things at the same
time.

Defoe then proceeds to tell an Oriental story, which,
doubtlessly, is his own invention :

Ali Albrahazen, a Persian wizard, had, it is said,
this kind of intercourse with the devil. He was a
Sabean by birth, and had obtained a wonderful reputa-
tion for his witchcraft, so that he was sent for by the
King of Persia upon extraordinary occasions, such as
the interpretation of a dream, or of an apparition, like
that of Belshazzar’s handwriting, or of some meteor
or eclipse, and he never failed to give the King satis-
faction. For whether his utterances were true or
false, he couched them always in such ambiguous
terms that something of what he predicted might
certainly be deduced from his words, and so seem to
import that he had effectually revealed it, whether he
had really done so or not.

This Ali, wandering alone in the desert, and

27
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were used for charms in Egypt and Arabia for so
many ages. It is certain they differed in different
countries ; and it is certain they differed as the
magicians acted together or individually. Nor are
we less at a loss to understand what the devil could
mean by suffering such words, or any words at all, to
charm, summon, alarm, or arouse him. The Greeks
have left us, he says, a word which was used by the
magicians of antiquity pretty frequently—that famous
. trine or triangular word, Abracadabra:
ABRACADABRA,
ABRACADABR
ABRACADAB,
ABRACADA
ABRACAD,
ABRACA
ABRAC

ABRA

ABR
AR

N

¢ There is abundance of learned puzzle among the
ancients to find out the signification of this word :
the subtle position of the letters gave a kind of
reverence to them, because they read it as it were
every way, upwards and downwards, backwards and
forwards, and many will have it still that the devil
put them together : nay, they begin at last to think it
was old Legion’s surname, and whenever he was
called by that name, he used to come very readily ;
for which reason the old women in their chimney-
corners would be horribly afraid of saying it often
over together, for if they should say it a certain
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In the second chapter the scene is changed : as the
devil acted at first with his Black Art without the
magicians, so the magicians seem now to carry it on
without the devil. This is written in Defoe’s best
style of sober irony. ‘The magicians, he says,
‘were formerly the devil’s servants, but now they
are his masters, and that to such a degree, that it is
but drawing a circle, casting a few figures, muttering
a little Arabic, and up comes the devil, as readily as
the drawer at a tavern, with a D’ye call, sir? or like
a Scotch caude [caddie ?], with What's your honour’s
wull, sir? Nay, as the learned in the art say, he
must come, he can’t help it : then as to tempting, he
is quite out of doors. And I think, as the Old
Parliament did by the bishops, we may e’en vote him
useless. In a word, there is no manner of occasion .
for him : mankind are as froward as he can wish and
desire of them ; nay, some cunning men tell us we
sin faster than the devil can keep pace with us: as
witness the late witty and moderately wicked Lady

. ., who blest her stars that the devil never
tempted her to anything; he understood himself
better, for she knew well enough how to sin without
him, and that it would be losing his time to talk to
her.’

Defoe furnishes an entertaining account of his
conversation with a countryman, who had been to a
magician at Oundle. Whether true or fictitious, the
parrative shows that many of the favourite tricks
performed at spiritualistic séances in our own time
were well known in Defoe’s :
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COUNTRYMAN. I saw my old gentleman in a great chair, and
two more in chairs at some distance, and three great candles, and
a great sheet of white paper upon the floor between them ; every
one of them had a long white wand in their hands, the lower end
of which touched the sheet of paper.

DEeroE And were the candles upon the ground too ?

C. Yes, all of them.

D. There was a great deal of ceremony about you, I assure
you.
C. I think so, too, but it is not done yet : immediately I heard
the little door stir, as if it was opening, and away I skipped as
softly as I could tread, and got into my chair again, and sat there
as gravely as if I had never stirred out of it. I was no sooner
set, but the door opened indeed, and the old gentleman came out
as before, and turning to me, said, * Sit still, don’t ye stir ;' and at
that word the other two that were with him in the room walked
out after him, one after another, across the room, as if to go out
at the other door where I came in ; but at the further end of the
room they stopped, and turned their faces to one another, and
talked ; but it was some devil's language of their own, for I could
understand nothing of it.

D. And now I suppose you were frighted in earnest ?

C. Ay, so I was; but it was worse yet, for they had not stood
long together, but the great elbow-chair, which the old gentleman
sat in at the little table just by me, began to stir of itself ; at which
the old gentleman, knowing I should be afraid, came to me, and
said, *Sit still, don’t you stir, all will be well ; you shall have no
harm ;' at which he gave his chair a kick with his foot, and saith,
¢Go ! with some other words, and other language ; and away went
the obedient chair, sliding, two of ils legs on the ground, and the other
two off, as if somebody had dragged it by that part.

D. And so, no doubt, they did, though you could not see it.

C. And as soon as the chair was dragged or moved to the end
of the room, where the three, I know not what to call ’em, were,
two other chairs did the like from the other side of the room, and
80 they all sat down, and talked together a good while ; at last
the door at that end of the room opened too, and they all were
gone in a moment, without rising out of their chairs; for I am
sure they did not rise to go out, as other folks do.

D. What did you think of yourself when you saw the chair stir

80 near you !

















