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“PROFESSOR” LOISETTE’S SYSTEM.

¢The Professor [Loisette] tells us that he believes his system ‘is
destined to work as great a revolution in educational methods as Har-
vey’s discovery of the circulation of the blood in physiology,’ but it is
difficult to see how this is to be effected while it is kept a secret.”—
David Kay.

¢¢It'[Loisette’s Method] certainly differs in some respects from other
systems, inasmuch as what are known to other mnemonists as ‘ keys’
and ¢ associations’ appear here under other names.”—Middleton.

‘“The theory of association as given by psychologists has not a leg to
stand on. . . . The justification of the law of contiguity is equally
absurd.” [With the law of similarity.]— Loisette.

“The Loisettian art of never forgetting uses none of the ‘ localities,’
¢ keys,’ ¢ pegs,’ ¢ links,” or associations of MNEMONICS. ”— Loisette.

<« I hawe never taught my system to a mnemonical teacher or author ! "—
Laisette.

DR. PICK'S SYSTEM.

“Pick’s method is a thoroughly practicable one, and is now largely
used. Loisette, rather curiously, is the only mnemonist who condemns
Pick.”—Middleton.

¢ It was while engaged in physiological studies at Prague, that Dr.
Pick first systematized the art of memory, and he has been enabled to
render that quality of the mind almost independent of physical organ-
ization,”—7"%e Lancet, London, Nov. 10, 1860.

Dr. Pick calls his own method ¢ this practical system of MNE-
MONICS."”

¢ . . . Witha view of showing how a true association of ideas
asgisted the memory, he [Dr. Pick] applied a test to his audience, and
asked them to associate the following ideas : Memory or remembrance,
history, wars, revolutions, gunpowder, explosions, steam, railways, ce-
lerity, electric telegraph, Atlantic cable, America, cotton industry, Eng-
land, progress, civilization, Chinese missionaries, church, Reformation,
Germany, Guttenberg, printing, and newspapers. Having only once
enumerated these ideas, heé requested the audience to repeat them in
their consecutive order, then backwards, and afterwards indiscrimi-
nately. This was done successfully, and the andience seemed to be sur-
prised with their own proficiency.”—From Report of Dr. Pick’s lecture
at OXFORD UNIVERSITY, Morning Post, London, Nov. 25, 1859.
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PREFACE.

THE so-called Loisette System here presented, complete, has hitherto
cost from FIVE to TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS and the signing of a con-
tract binding to secrecy in the penal sum of FivE HUNDRED DOLLARS.
If the system is worthless that fact should be made known. If it is all
it claims to be, the whole world ought to have the benefit of it, and at
last can have it, and at a price within the reach of the millions. Here
it is, and the intelligent public can judge for themselves.

The contract signed by the writer is null and void, being obtained
under false pretences as to what the system was, as set forth in the fol-
lowing pages. )

Loisette’s alleged copyright is paralleled only by the plea of a de-
fendant, charged with keeping a vicious dog, which had bitten the
plaintiff : 1st. It couldn’t have been his dog, becaunse his dog was tied.
2d. It couldn’t have been his dog, if he was not tied, because he hadn't
any teeth. 3d. He hadn't any dog.

As to the copyright :

1st. Sets have been issued in this country without the word ¢ copy-
right.” .

2d. Enquiry at the office of the Librarian of Congress elicits the in-
formation that, as the conditions of the copyright law have not been
fulfilled, there is no copyright.

8d. The pamphlets were first published in England, hence the copy-
right here would be invalid though all the conditions had been com-
plied with.

¢35 Every student of the Loisette System will confer a favor by
sending to the publishers a postal card bearing his name and address.

WASHINGTON, D. C,, June, 1888,



INTRODUCTORY.

It should be stated, by way of explanation, that the author has no
interest in any Memory System whatsoever, and is actuated solely by
that keen sense of justice and innate love of liberty, characteristic of
every true American. ‘

The history of the evolution of this volume may not be without in-
terest. The coming of ‘¢ Professor ” Loisette to Washington was pre-
ceded by vague rumors that the ‘¢ Professor ” was a ‘‘ fraud.” Never-
theless the writer decided to test his ‘‘unique and original system,”
with the determination, should it prove fraudulent, of thoroughly ex-
posing his ir;xposture. Every lecture was faithfully attended ; and this
was more than enough to awaken distrust of the ‘‘ Professor,” however
great the value of his system. Evidence began to accumulate. The
article ‘“ Memory ” in Chambers’ Cyclopedia contained the essential
principle of his system. Dr. Holbrook's invaluable ‘work “How to
Strengthen the Memory,” quoting copiously from Dr. Pick, furnished
still further proof, and Dr. Pick's own work completed the chain of
evidence.

It was determined to call a public meeting of all who had studied
the Loisette System, and entertain the assembled company by reading,
in the presence of representatives of the Press, these interesting and
significant articles, with many more quite as suggestive. The plan was
endorsed with enthusiasm, by many of the most prominent citizens of
‘Washington. Then, to add to the interest of the occasion, a printed .
copy of these articles was to be put into the hands of every member of
the class. Finally, to render the exposure complete, the publication of
the entire Loisette System along with it was undertaken, and is now
commended to the careful consideration of all interested in the cause
of justice and fair play.

The author lays small claim to originality in this little work. e
has scarcely done more than search out and connect the links in the
chain of evidence. He would be the last to decry a system which has
already proved of such value to many thousands, but if it has such
nierit, let honor be paid to whom honor is due.

Corrections of errors, and suggestions, will be gratefully received, and
will be given due consideration for the next edition, soon to appear.
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the laws of Inclusion, Exclusion, and Concurrence, with tnfinitely greater
ease and certainty than it does any ovher mental acts. Another fact
which I also discovered [in Dr. Pick's book|, and which is of the most
transcendent importance in tratning and developing the memory, is that
the learning and reciting forwards and backwards of a series of words
arranged in conformity to inclusion, exclusion, and concurrence, invari-
ably strengthens the natural memory, in both its stages, to the highest
degree.— Loisétte, Part 1., p. 46.

The mere publication of the ‘‘ Loisette System” may of itself be
deemed a sufficient exposure. When one devotes a large share of his
energy to a sweeping denunciation of other men and other methods
than his own, he is usually and justly set down, without further en-
quiry, as himself an impostor. But let not the System be lightly thrown
aside as worthless, even though the teacher disgust every thoughtful
mind. The arrogance, the egoism, the braggadocio of the charlatan is
not ‘‘ emblazoned on every page.” Rubbish there is, it cannot be de-
nied, but the patient and persistent seeker after hidden treasure will
surely find grains of purest gold. If weary of the task and tempted to
fairer fields, turn to the last pages of the little volume, read the
words of commendation from eminent men who have proved its value ;
and you will be convinced that you ‘have found a friend or a foeman
worthy of your steel.

If the system is not original with Loisette, we submit that he has
done his best to make it his. He speaks of it as ‘*my System ’’ 131
times, which is all that could reasonably be expected of him when we
consider the number of pages in which it is simply impossible to bring
it in. And, be it remembered, this does not include the frequent use of
the phrases, **my Method,” ‘‘my Discovery,” *‘ my Art,” ‘‘my De-
vice,” ete. In this case we have a valuable illustration of the perfec-
tion of * the Art of Never Forgetting.” Here ‘‘attention,” as well as
tniention, was perfect to start with, and thus a *‘ vivid first impression ”
was ensured ; then the rule requiring ‘¢ frequent repetition '’ was faith-
fully complied with. A careful study of the Loisette System will re-
veal the truth that any fact ‘** once fixed in the mind ”’ by this method
is ** fixed forever.” Under these circumstances Loisette can hardly be
blamed for claiming to be the originator, since we have found this to
be the inevitable result of this infallible and invaluable system.

‘What matters it that another taught essentially the same system at
least 35 years ago! He must have borrowed it from the ¢* Professor!”
Loisette claims, in his circulars, to have taught his system as early as
1866 ; which would naturally give him priority over one who published
the same prinociples in 1862, in a second edition, while his lectures date
back 10 or 15 years earlier !

An interesting comparison may be made between Loisette’s lectures,
formerly but five in number, and the Syllabus of Pick’s lectures, p. 26.

It should also be borne in mind that Pick’s book only pretends to
give the principles which are the basis of his method, while the practical

ication is given only in his oral lectures.

Before reading what follows turn to page 26, and read what the press
and eminent men had to say of Dr. Pick thirty-five years ago, and also
the opinion to-day.

After a careful comparison has been made between Loisette’s method
and Dr. Pick's, special attention is called to Loisette’s attack on Pick
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(page 106) where, however, he does not venture to call him by name;
but characterizes him contemp‘y ously as ¢* an Anglicised Germun” with
the ‘*sobriquet of Doctor.” L ".h flings are unusually becoming from
an Anglicized American with the self-applied sobriguet of ** Professur.”
Read the list of irregular verbs (page 23) and Dr Pick’s instructions in
full ; then you will be prepared to appreciate at its real value Lois-
ette’s oriuicism in the foot-note: ‘¢ To remember the figures 51342 it
would be easier, if the precise order of the figures was not important, to
arrange them thus: 12:45!!”

If a greater piece of imbecility has ever appeared in cold type, the
discoverer will kindly forward it for publication. When one realizes
how much Loisette is indebted to Dr. Pick for the very essence of his
system, and compares the modest olaims of the latter with the arrogant
pretensions of the former. one cannot but feel that the use of such lan-
guage as adorns the two pages mentioned is simply beneath contempt.

If the patience of the reader is not already exhausted, let him turn
to Loisette’s statement of the *‘ errors of Psychologmts," where will be
found, to be sure, a few truisms, preceded by this note: ‘¢ The follow-
ing remarks are not to be read sxeept by those who have studied Men-
tal Science.”” The author has taken the liberty of correcting an obvi-
ous typographical error. Such a warning was certainly needed ; for,
otherwise, the few who succeeded in wading through these two pages
would surely have been convinced that the brazen effrontery, the in-
solent presumption of such a mar would make a bronze statue turn

green with envy.
PHYSIOLOGICAL MEMORY.*

It might be interesting to enquire where ¢‘ Professor” Loisette got
his ideas of *‘ Physiological Memory.” As 8o much else has been found
to emanate from Dr. Pick, let us see what he has to say.

‘¢ Modern psychology, respecting which almost all writers upon Mne-
moniocs appear to have been strangely ignorant, has, with the aid de-
rived from the prodigious progress of physiological science, diffused a
new light upon the nature of the human mind. . . . The experi- °
ments made by Flourens and Hertwig, and which are amongst the
most interesting in the annals of physiwlogical research, prove that it
[the memory] exists in the primitive nerves of the cerebrum ; because,
when these are removed, Memory disappears, together with the other
mental and sensitive faculties. .

** And hence it may likewise be mferred that the prychological phe-

nomena, tkroughout all their ramlﬁcatlons, are regulated by the influ-
ence of the brain. It is, therefore, evident that every circumstance or
condition that influences the body, and especially the brain, is capable
of influencing our mental faculties; and hence it is easily understood
that physiologists and physicians, whether writing upon Mnemonics or
treating patients whose memory is lost or defective, prescribe medicine
and dietetic rules with a view to produce an effect upon the brain and
through it upon the memory.

¢ It may be mentioned, however, that in our reference to the brain as
influencing the mental faculties, we mtended only to show the connex-
ion between PSYCHOLOGY and PHYSIOLOGY in regard to MEMORY.”

* See Ribot: Diseases of Memory, from which Loisette got many of hiai"- unique and
original " 1deas.
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Further, in his prospectus he says:

** Dr. Pick having made Psychology his special study, has thereuron
founded and evoked a helping agent, at once simpie and natural, and
capable of being brought instantly into active operation. ’

In view of these statements, the explanation of the origin of the
term Physiological Memory is simple enough. After the memory has
been properly cultivated by the Loisettian method, ¢ the mind acts
spontaneously, and without any exetcise of the will, in accordance with
the laws of Inclusion, Exclusion, and Concurrenoe." Thus the system
got its name ; and doubtless the *‘ Professor”’ himself could not tell
you where he got it if his life depended upon it. Who has the heart to
blame him ?

INTERROGATIVE ANALYSIS.

¢‘My memory teaching includes two distinet, unique, and original
Systems. The firat is the one I have been teaching many years. This
method uses Analysis and Synthesis to develop and build up the funda-
mental Associative Power, by awakening to its highest intensity the
direct and immediate appreciation of Inclusion, Ezclusion, and Concur-
rence. My second System, which I call Interrogative Analysis, reaches
the same goal by a different route.'’—Loisette, Part 11., lust page.

Loisette here gives us the summary of his whole System. As to the
originality of the 1s¢ System, as he calls it, comparison with the work
of his predecessor, Dr. Pick, will effectually explode his claims. And
as to his claim to originality in the use of the method of Interrogative
Analysis, which he terms his 2d System, it has been in use, and in the
tdentical form in which it is used by Loisette, from time immemorial,
by the most successful teachers; notably, by the great Reformer Me-
lancthon (1497-1560), who applied it especially to the teaching of lan-
guages, and students flocked to him from all parts of Europe. While
in use at the present time, to a greater or less extent, by many teachers,
it has been especially revived in the so-called ‘‘Natural Method ” of
teaching modern languages.

The following should be read side by side with Loisette, Pt. I, p. 80.

Das Schaf muste von allen Tieren Vieles leiden. Datrat es vor (den)
Zeus und bat, sein Elend zu mindern.

Wer muste leiden ? das Sehaf . . .

Von wem muste das Schaf leiden ? von allen Tieren . N

Was muste das Schaf, von allen Tieren leiden? wvieles . . . .

Wer trat vor ? das Schaf ..

Vor wen trat das Schaf ? vor Zeus. . e e
Wer bat ? das Schaf bat.
Was bat der Schat? . . . seen Elend zu mindern.

Wen bat das Schaf sein Elend zu mindern ? den Zeus. . .

Heness: Der neue Leitfaden (Holt. N. Y.).

Trans.: The sheep must suffer much from all beasts. Therefore it
went before Zeus and begged him to relieve his misery.

Who must suffer? The sheep, eto.

From w/hom must the.sheep suffer? From all beasts, ete.

What must the sheep suffer from all beasts?  Much, ete.

Who went before ? The sheep. .

Before whom did the sheep go ? Before Zeus. . .

What did the sheep beg ? . . . to reliere his muery

Whom did the sheep beg to relieve his misery ¥ Zeus. . . .




LoserTE, 1888.
Mother Day will buy any shawl.
Mother Day will buy any shawl.
Mother Duy will buy any shawl.
Mother Day w:ll buy any shawl.
Mother Day will buy any shawl.
Mother Day will buy any shawl.
Mother Day will buy any shawl.
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ZacHos, 1853,

Will you go to town to-morrow ?
Will you go to town to-morrow ?
Will you go to town to-morrow ?
Will you go to town to-morrow ?
Will you go {0 town to-morrow ?
Will you go to town to-morrow ?
Will you go to town to-morrow ?

The preceding sentences are quoted, italics and all, from page 180,
¢¢ Introductory Lessons in Reading and Elocution,” by Puarker and
Zuachos, published by A. 8. Barnes & Co., New York, in 1852.

LAWS OF MEMORY.

Compare Loisette's three laws of recollective analysis (pages 82 and
83) with the following, and also with Dr. Pick's (page 19):

‘¢ Aristotle (384822 B.C.), the earliest writer who attempts any clas-
sification of the laws of suggestion, distinctly includes under the law of
co-adjacence whatever stands as parts of the same whole ; as, e.g., parts
of the same building, traits of the same character, species of the same
genus, the sign and the thing signified, different w/oles of the same part,
correlate terms, as the abstract and concrete,”’ etc., etc.—Haven : Mén-
tal Plilosophy. 1857.

‘¢ The earliest known attempt to lay down the laws whereby thought
succeeds to thought, is that contained in Aristotle's treatise on mem-
ory. He enumerates three different principles of mental resuscitation,
viz., similarity [inclusion], contrariety [exclusion], and co-adjacency
[concurrence]. He has been followed by most other philosophers as re-
gards all the three principles.””—Chambers’ Cyclopadia, Article Associa-
tion of Ideas.

‘“ THE LAWS OF ASSOCIATION. . . . Accordingly it has been es-
tablished that thoughts are associated, that is, are able to excite each
other: 1st, If co-existent [concurrent], or immediately successive, in
time ; 2d, if their objects are conterminous or adjoining in space; 8d,
if they hold dependence to each other of cause and effect, or of mean
and end, or of wkole and part ; 4th, if they stand in relation either in
contrast [exclusion] or of similarity [inclusion] ; 5th, if they are the
operations of the same power, or of different powers conversant about
the same object ; 6th, if their objects are the sign and the signified ; or
7th, even if their objects are accidentally denoted by the same sound.”
—Bowen. 1861.

MASTERING THE CONTENTS OF ANY BOOK.

On the method of mastering the contents of any book at one reading,
compare Loisette (page 183) with the following :

‘“ When we read a book on a subject already familiar to us, we can
reproduce the entire work, at the expense of labor requisite to remem-
ber the additions it makes to our previous stock of knowledge.”’—Bain
‘¢ Senses and the Intellect,” p. 538, London, 1855,

‘“To aid the retention of the contents of a book, the chapters must
be associated together by selecting the primary or leading ideas of each;
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and to each of the latter, again, a few further suggestive ideas in the
chapter may be joined. The number of ideas that should be selected
from each chapter will depend on the nature of the subject, the degree
of sequence or relationship between the parts, and the completeness
with which it is desired to be remembered.”—Lyon Williams.: Sciencs
of Memory, 1866, pages 130, 131. .

KNIGHT’S TOUR.

Does the use of the following key words and sentences for the so-
lution of the Knight's Tour differ essentially in principle from the
method of Loisette ? (p. 68) Or are they correlated with greater diffi-

culty ?

¢t S8ad deeds will outlaw many a rogue.
Churly riches lose a mellow heart.
Unjoyous boys meet music nowhere.
Amiable judge unwarily may sneeze.
A meck nun enough may find homage.
‘Would ebony ladies wiser dears have.
No merry soul will show a dull dough look.
Irony libel may shame a hero famed.
Dutch sage would know a Sunday gamer,
Robber may live alone, rich, unhappy.
Rare, new cameo modify.”

—Fauvel-Qouraud, 1845.

¢ Hat, tide, hill, dale, moon, rock, jewry, lawyer.
Cheese, less, mill, rat, inck, pie.
Home, time, key, honor, mop, lash.
John, rule, miss, nicce, make, none, enough.
Move, not, much, top, nail.
Does, your, dear, wife, name, rose, lily.
8hoot, wild, elk.
Run, leap, lame, Jim,
Rough, maid, teach, joy,
Dine, honey, dig, merry.
Europe, army, love, lion, Irish, nap,
Horror, Yankee, mummy, doff, hat.”

— Miller,
RATIO OF CIRCUMFERENCE TO DIAMETER.
FAUVEL-GOURAUD. 1845, @ A. LOISETTE.
Hero. My dear dolly be no chilly. Cypher. Mother Day will buy any shatwl,
Wand. My love, I beg ye be my nymph. Wonder. My love, pick up my new muft.
Tooth. Rich honey charms and moves a | Tool. A Russian jeer may move a woman,
man. Treat. Cables enough for Uiopia.
Thee. A cupola seen off with a flery top. Forearm. Get a cheap ham ple by my
Fort. A cottage bamboo, a poem, or a glee. cooley.
Fife. A tassel, vain, or sappy grape. Fie. The slave knows a bigger ape.
Sexton. A rare Albino, musky and fat. Sick. I rarely hop on my sick foot.

Savannah. Jersey, Geneva, Genoa, or Seva. | Severn. Cheer a sage in a fashion aafe,
Hate. A boy or peevish knave somehow | Ate. A baby fish now views my wharf.
rongh. Nino. Annually Mary Ann did kiss a jay.
Ninus. An unholy marine editing a siege. Utensil. A cabby found a rough savage.
Den. A copy faint through rough and sav- | Leaven. A low dumb knave knew a mes-
age. sage showy.
Elephant, An old woman, a fine miss, or a | Dozen. Argus up my fire rushes.
showy Jew. Threaten. A bee will lose iife in enmity.
12- Pounder. A heroic Scpoy may fire where | 4¢2 Dean. A canal may well appear swift,
he chooses. Fife Thin. Never have a scene.
Thirteenth Quest. An able wholesale and
heavy unanimity.
Fortune. A hackney lame or lubber's feet.
Fife of Tin. No very heavy sin,
(From Applebdy.)
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In later editions of Loisette the sixteen pegs, ‘‘ cypher ” to * fife

thin ” have been dispensed with and

or ‘‘ correlated ” by other means. The exercise

the sentences have to be connected
has been now extended

to 209 figures.
HEIGHT OF MOUNTAINS,

Loisetie, Others.
Mount Blanc.. Idling half a day. . Austere visage.*
Mount Brown. Whitish sances. Wood ashes.t
Popocatepetl. . Take a weak wife home. A pope's hat—Hat [of] a king.t
Sorata........ Indian egigy. A new lawyer.t
Jungfrau......... The Moligans, A young fowl—a tame hawk.t

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE.

Loisette. Others.
New York ........ A horse line ; scheme all happy. | A new oak—Hard hickory.t
Rio Janeiro. Sea onton healer ; swarm by. A real joiner—Any new room.*
Sydney ........... Stmoom light ; dull-eyed idiot. Sidney Smith—Merry tales.t

INFALLIBLE MEMORY ALMANAC.

Stokes, 1874.
January—Row—tide—dive—Nile.
February—A head off a tall nun.
March—A head off a tall nan nip.
April—All down stoop inch.
May—May tease a duck owner mad.
June—I go—a tear—a nod—enough.
July—All down stoop inch.
August—A new pie dish—name Miss,
September—Show them a nice nag.
October—Row—tide—dive—Nile.
November—A head off a tall nun nip,
December—Show them a nice nag.

®)

Lotsette, 1884.
Hero taught Davy Noel.
To fee a tall Ionian.
Do have dull Nanny Nebo.
‘Will Dan daub a niche,
My days take inner might,
A hack tore a naughty knave.
Will Dan daub a niche.
Now boy touch a numb mouse,
Ash Adam knows & knack.
Hero taught Davy Noel.
Do have dnll Nanny Nebo.
Ash Adam knows a knack.

(From Appleby.)

HOMOPHONES.

Lotsette., Other Mnemonists. Loisette, Other Mnemonists.
Wit. Wit. Hack. Hack.
‘Wine. Wine, Hive. Have.
Head. Hate. Etch. Dish,
Even, Even. Merry. Merry.
Hen, Hen. Bet. Lazy Pet.

. Red. Jet. Jet.
Joiner. John, Cut. Cat.
Hem. Ham. Protector. Common People.
Eddy. Died. Can. Chain.
Eden. Deny. June. Join.
Emporium. Deem. Whim., Whim,
Ruin, Ruin, Antic. Hand.
Hair. Hare. Goat. Got.
Hall. Hall. Gun. Gun.
Hush. Hush, Game. Game,
Ear. Dear. Gear. Gore.
Eel. Duel. War. War.
Room. Room. Victory. Victoriously.

(From Appiedy.)

* Fauvel-Gouraud, 1845,

+ Miles, 1848.
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HOMOPHONES FOR KINGS OF ENGLAND,

‘William I
William IL (Rufus.)
William IIL
William IV.
George L.
George II,
George III.
George 1IV.
Aniie,

Mary.
Victoria.
Richard I,
Richard IL
Richard IIL

Fauvel-Gouraud, 1845.
Witty (Conqueror).
Wine (rough).
‘Whim.

Wire.
Geode,
Gin.

Gem.
Jury.
Anunary,
Merriness,
Victory.
*Ride.
*Ruin.

*Room.

Lotsetie.
Wit.
Wine.
Whim,
War.
Gout.
Gun,
Game,
Gear.
Antic.
Merry.
Victory.
Reed.

Ruin.
Rhyme.

HOW TO REMEMBER NAMES,

See Loisette, page 93.

Associate the name to be remembered with the looks of the person,

or any peculiarity he may possess. Form a connection between these
. and on seeing him again, his features will recall the name.

The names of places may be vemembered by associating anything strik-
ing or peculiar in connection with them, with the name.—KHaney :

s Art of Memory,” 1866, page 45. .

HISTORICAL EVENTS.
See Loisette, page 100.

Invention of Letters, 1831............... Divine Idea.
Passage of the Red Sea, 1491............ Watery Bed.
Argonautic Expedition, 1263..... ....... Hidden Gem.
Destruction of Troy, 1184................ Hot wood Ftre.
Battle of Marathon, 490................. Repose.
Battle of Thermopyle®, 480.............. Refuse.
First Sun-dial, 293........c0eiieiiiannn Sun-beam.
Invention of Paper, 170 ................. White Waz.
First closing of Temple of Janus, 235..... Anomaly.
Second closing of Temple of Janus, 29....Nap.

Battle of Salamis, 480................... Service.
Destruction of Carthage, 146 Outrage.
Battle of Pharsalia, 48 . ................ Rough.
Battle of Philippi, 42........... ceesernnn Ruin.

Death and age of Ceesar, 44-56........... Rare (eulogy).
— Fauvel-Gouraud, 1845.

LOISETTE (1888) AND MILES (1848).

LOISETTE. MiILES.
Lisbon earthquake, 1755..... oes.talk lowly gully hola
Mt. Sorata, 21,286, ......0.0000n.e uneuten fish a new lawyer
Mt. Ararat, 17,260........... oo .. .attack no Jews a donkey
Founding of Rome, 753.......... .climb clime

* Homophone for Henry, last consonant used instead of first,
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First Printing in Eng., 1471, 1474. .tract a worker
Council of Trent, 1545. ..... eer...daily roll lawyerly
Amerioa discovered, 1492 .........turpin terrapin
Mariner’s Compass inv., 1269.. ... .tiny shape new shape *
Mesmerism disc., 1788....... ... o give off qui tive
Miss., length of,.......... P .warm oven 8ea room
Nile, ittt wordy essays . salmon
Ohio, I Cevenns .town jail dry
Seine, ‘¢ ¢ . ........ teeee..aQTgOSY whale
Thames, *“ <« .. eeaes [ .annals Seine
Ben Nevis, height of........ eeeen wear your sash warrior
birth death death age
Napoleon. .. .. ceenee eeeneeeees oo took ship, divinity divine, Italian*

It could hardly be expected that the figures for the heights of moun-
tains, length of rivers, latitude and longitude, etc., as given by writers
of 40 years ago, would agree exactly with those now acoepted as correct.
They serve however to illustrate the principle.

All the words used by Loisette, in the whole System, to translate
figures into words, excepting only about half a dozen. are to be found
in the figure dictionaries of Miles and Fauvel-Gouraud, one or both.

There is scarce anything to be found in Loisette's System which can-
not, both in principle and practice, be paralleled in one or another
System of Mnemonics. This successful use of the ideas of others side
by side with such presumptuous claims to originality can only be ex-
plained by the requirement of secrecy under a heavy penalty, and by
the fact that the books of Pick, Miles, and Fauvel-Gouraud have long
been out of print, the most recent of them some 15 years.

Had ‘¢ Professor’’ Loisette been content with claiming that his sys-
tem included all the best methods employed by others, but in an im-
proved form, few, perhaps, would have ventured to question his claims.

USE AND ABUSE OF MEMORY.

Immediately to repeat a multitude of names or words once repeated
before, I esteem no more than rope dancing, antic postures, and feats
of activity, and indeed they are nearly the same thing, the one being
the abuse of the bodily, as the other is of the mental, powers; and
though they may cause admiration they cannot be highly esteemed.
— Lord Bacon.

Once being obliged to keep my eyes bandaged for a fortnight, and to
rest my brain from serious work at the same time, I tested these sys-
tems, learning by their aid columns of logarithms, chronological tables,
numbers up to the 300th decimal, and so forth, and found that all
these acrobatic feats by which the memory teachers astonish their
hearers are easy enough if a man will but give his mind to it, to the
neglect of more important things.—Jokn Fretwell, quoted by Dr.
Holbrook.

Arbitrary arrangements to aid in recalling dates, words, and facts,
which have no natural connection, are occasionally of use for a time;

* Fauvel-Gonraud, 1845,
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but natural connections are more lasting, and are on every account to
be preferred when attainable.—Middleton.

The powers of memory or acquisition may be greatly economised,
but they cannot be increased as a whole. The total plastic force of
each constitution is a limited quantity, or, if increasable it is at the
expense of some other power of the system,

A man may push acquisition to the detriment of other intellectual
powers, as invention ; or of powers not intellectual, as susceptibility to
emotion ; and, lastly, of the physical energies, from which it is possible
that nourishinent may be unduly withdrawn.—2Bain.

It is a fact that you cannot go on storing the memory forever.

The extent of possible acquisition is great, and even marvellous, and
implies an enormous extent and complication of the physical organ, the
brain, which has, somehow or other, to provide a distinct track of
nepvous communication for every distinct acquisition. Yet this organ
has its limit, which is very various in different individuals. Although
acquirement may not stop till extreme old age, yet the available total
does not increase, and may even decline long before the end of life, the
new displacing the old.—Bain.

A strong mental grip not passively receiving impressions, but
seizing those that are worth keeping and neglecting the rest, knowing
also what to forget, is the great characteristic of a'good memory.—Jokn
Fretwell, quoted by Dr. Holbrook.

All systems of mnemonics utilize this principle of association in the
culture of the recollective powers. Their aim is the endeavor to
instil, by one means or another, the habit of linking together those
thoughts that are naturally related. The more easily this is accom-
pllshed the more readily does the memory become available for its work.

* * * We do not require artificial links when, as it seems to
me, nature has, in the majority of cases supplied natural ones in the
ordinary associations of the objects we think about.—Dr. Andrew
Wilson.

The habit of ‘correct association—that is, connecting facts in the mind
according to their true relations, and to the manner in which they tend
to illustrate each other . . . isone of the principal means of im-
proving the memory, particularly that kind of memory which is an es-
sential quality of a cultivated mind—namely, that which is founded not
upon incidental connections, but on true and important relations.—-D»r.

bercrombie.

DR. EDWARD PICK’S SYSTEM.
Laws Qoverning the Reproduction of ldeas.

¢The most ancient philosophers, including Aristotle, have laid down
laws and principles respecting the reproduction of ideas. These laws
and principles are based upon experience and observation, and are the
following :

1. The law of analogy.

2. The law of opposition.
8. The law of co-existence.
4. The law of succession.
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¢1, ANALOGY.—Analogous ideas reproduce each other. Analogous
ideas are those which have one or more qualities in commou ; for ex-
ample, tree and branch. If these be analyzed, it will be found that all
the qualities or attributes of the latter are contained in [énclusion] the
former.

¢¢2. OPPOSITION.—Opposite ideas recall each other. Those ideas are
termed opposite which hive one or more qualities in common, but
which at the same time contain qualities . . . which exclude
[exclusion] or oppose cach other.

+¢8. CO-EXISTENCE, [Concurrence.]—ldeas which at some former
period have been in the mind at one and the same time, recall each other.

ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF MEMORY.

¢ Probably the main defect of all mnemonic systems, from Simon-
ides, who is commonly reported to have been the inventor of Mnemo-
nics, downward, is, that not one of the numerous writers on the subject
has fully studied the nature of the Memory, and based his system upon
that. Had this been done, much difficulty and confusion would have
been avoided, and the system would have attained greater perfection
before now. We propose, therefore, to endeavor to remedy this defect,
taking for our starting point what has just been said about the faculty
and functions of Memory. In this endeavor our principal task will be
to show how Memory can be improved and strengthened by the use of
facilities arising from the true nature of the mind ; and consequently
on a natural system, and in a natural manner.

‘“The surest and most effectual way to ensure an easy and accu-
rate reproduction of ideas is to deal with the first imprassion,; that is to
say, to impart to it strength and vivacity. If this be done, the process
of reproduction will accomplish itself with little or no effort. Now,
experience teaches us that it is quite in our own power to greatly
strengthen the original impressions. One of the most familiar modes,
and one of those most in use, is ATTENTION. It need scarcely be re-
marked, that if attention has been paid to any object or subject the
mind will receive a more powerful original impression than if we had
been absent or inattentive.

ASSOCTIATION OF IDEAS, @. ANALOGOUS OR OPPOSITE.

¢ The consideration next arises as to the most effectual means of

forcing or fixing our attention, so as to produce a vivid and strong im-
" pression. Such means will be found to consist in COMPARISON.

‘¢ With respect to comparison itself, a few explanatory remarks may
be useful. We can only compare those ideas with one another which
have some connection, that is to say, analogous or opposite ideas.
When we thus compare two ideas,’ we search out and place side by
side the qualities which they possess in common, and those on the
other hand, by which they are distinguished from each other. Now,
this operation involves an effort of the mind, and produces an atten-
tion which inevitably strengthens the impression. And if at a subse-
quent period either one of the two ideas which have thus been com-
pared and analysed presents itself to the mind, it will recall the other
immediately and distinctly.
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¢ From this it follows, that if there be two ideas which have any re-
lation or analogy with each other, and which it is desired to retain in
the mind, it is only necessary to compare them. The attention re-
quired by this act of comparison is sufficient to emsare their mutual
and almost simultaneous reproduction ; inasmuch as when one presents
itself it will recall the other.

¢** Now, if there be a series of such analogous or opposite ideas, which
it is desired to retain by heart, the rule just described still holds good,
and the task will be found easy if set about with care und deliberation.
‘We shall here merely compare the first idea with the second, the sec-
ond with the third, and 80 on ; no more than two ideas, however, be-
ing taken up at the same time, without paying any attention to the
preceding or the succeeding ideas. This rule must be rigidly attended
to, in order to avoid confusion and perplexity. By this means the
operation will always continue simple; there will be always two ideas,
and only two, to compare at one and the same time, notwithstandiog
the length and number of the whole series. The reproduction of the
whole is, therefore, the more certain; while, at the same time, the
first idea will recall but the second, the second but the third, the third
only the fourth, and so on in the consecutive series throughout. Thus
none will fail, and the ideas will occur in order whenever it is desired
to recall them.

EXAMPLE.

¢¢ As an example and practical illustration of the foregoing remarks,
and a test of the mode of mental exercise suggested. we may compare
the following ideas; but we must take care to confine our attention,
from step to step, to the two ideas which we have to compare, without
paying attention at the time either to those which precede or those
which follow them.

England . . . . navigation . . . tranquility
navigation . . . Bteam trangnility . . . silence
steam . . . railway silence . . . . meditation
railway . . . . telegraph meditation . . . faith
telegraph . . . . electrieity faith . . . . honesty
electricity . . . . thunder honesty . . . . merchant
thunder . . . . rtorm merchant . . . India
storm . . . . blow India . . . . hot

blow . . . . windpipe hot . . . . . summer
windpipe . . . . pipe summer . . . . vegetation
pipe . . . . . music vegetation . . . rock
music . . . . harmony rock . . . . . mountain
harmony . . . . alliance mountain . . . Switzerland
alliance . . . . peace Switzerland . . . travel

¢ Here, then, is a chain of ideas to be associated link by link so as to
be capable of being recalled to the mind whenever it is desired to do
80. Now, if we have taken care, in going through the list, always to
compare only two ideas together, or at the same time, without for the
moment paying any attention to the rest, the reader is requested to try
whether he knows the list sufficiently well to go through it in the above
order. If he has paid sufficient attention to, and distinctly understood,
the simple principle and method of practice which has been laid down,
he will be able to do so. When the first word or idea is taken, it will
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immediately reproduce the second, the second will reproduce the third,
and so on, with astonishing facility, through the series, which, with
diligence and intelligence, may be extended to almost any length. But
this is not all. Not only can all the ideas be recalled by going on con-
secutively from the beginning ; but if any one of them be taken, all
the others can be recalled when one has adequate experience in this
practical system of mnemonics. Again, if, instead of beginning with
the first word, the student begins with the last, and thus proceeds in-
versely, he will find that he can remember and recite the words or ideas
with equal facility. The cause of this facility and certainty of result
is, that no more than two words have been compared in the mind at
the eame moment. And thus, as the first can only recall the second,
and the second the third, and so on, none can fail. And again in-
versely, the thirtieth will recall the twenty-ninth, the twenty -ninth
will recall the twenty-eighth, until all the ideas have been recalled.

‘“We cannot too strongly insist on the importance of completely
isolating each couple of ideas at the moment of comparing them, and
confining our attention solely to them until the comparison be made
throughout the series. An essential advantage of such isolation is,
that it prevents obscurity and perplexity ; the mind is not overloaded,
because the difficulty of the task does not increase with the number of
ideas, there never being more than two to compare at one and the same
moment.

** A very usual recommendation made by some writers on mnemon-
ics is to learn a series of words by heart, or commit them to memory,
by combining them together. But it should be considered that a com-
bination of this kind i effected, not by reflection, but by imagination,
which is a very different thing, To take an example. This process
of combining ideas by imagination, applied to the foregoing series,
would take place in this way: England is the country of navigation,
which is performed by the aid of steam ; steam impels locomotives
upon railways, which railways possess telegraphs, which telegraphs
are worked by electricity, etc., etc. But this mode of combining ideas
can never perfectly attain the desired result, because it contains the
inherent defect of there being no intrinsic necessity or certainty that
the primitive impression is strengthened ; whilst, on the contrary, in a
simple isolated comparison of two ideas, there is a complete certainty
of that effect being produced. Moreover, in this process of imaginary
combination, the more ideas there are to be combined the more diffi-
cult and confused becomes the task ; which objection is not applicable
to the system of comparing, by reflection, two isolated ideas at a time
before passing to any further comparison.

ASSOCIATION OF IDEAS, ). NEITHER ANALOGOUS NOR OPPOSITE,

‘ When we desire to retain or to insure the power of recalling two
ideas which are neither analogous nor opposite, we find that they can-
not be combined directly. But the object can be accomplished in an
indirect manner.

‘* This will be readily apparent. Each idea has some relation with a
great number of other ideas. We must look amongst the ideas cou-
nected with those two which we desire to retain, for the purpose of
finding points of comparison. For example : If we have to compare
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or combine paper and youtl, we must look for one or more ideas which
by their insertion will establish a chain of relative or connecting ideas
between the two whioh are to be combined. This process is, in some
respects, un arbitrary one; and each particular person will establish
his own chain of connecting links, according to his tastes or experi-
ence. Thus, one will say that paper can be compared with white color,
this with puse, and pure with youth.. Another will work out the com-
bination 1n this way : paper—engine—force—youth. Another will
compare: paper—book—imagination—youth. Thus the process of
combination will vary with different persons; but in every case the
comparison will be found easy ; and such comparison once established,
the idea of paper will, by means of either of those processes of thought
80 gone through, always recall that of youth. There are different ideas,
which have been so often present together in the mind, that they re-
call each other instantly, e.g., steam and boat, boy and man, black and
white, light and dark, ete. In these cases no intermediate ideas are
required.

** By this means a combination, sufficient to insure the power of re-
calling any two given ideas, only one being presented to the mind, can
always be obtained. It is, no doubt, desirable that the combinat.ion of
two different ideas should be made by only one, but, at all events, by
as few intermediate ideas as possible. Yet the number of these inter-
mediate combining ideas does not materially prejudice the facility of
their reproduction. which, indeed, often takes place with such rapidity
that we are scarcely conscious of the presence or nature of the inter-
mediate idea, so quickly does it come upon us. This is especially the
case with ideas which are familiar to us.

¢ As an illustration of these remarks, let us suppose that we are to
retain the following series of ideas : Garden, hair, watchman, philoso-
phy, copper, cloth, workman, apple, eclipse, dream, coal, balloon, mi-
croscope, idleness, silk, fountain, coast, watch, snow, etec.

‘‘ We can combine the ideas in this manner: Garden, plant, bair of
plant—*~air; hair, bonnet, watchman;—watchman, wake, study—phi-
losophy ; philosophy, chemistry—copper ; copper, cover—dloth ; cloth,
tailor—workman ; workman, gardener, garden—apple ; apple, earth or
moon—eclipse; eclipse, dark night—dream,; dream, nightmare, suffoca-
tion—coal ; coal, gas—b ; ball dmtnnce—mwroscopa, micro-
8cope, st.udy lnbor——sdleness, ),dknes.v, hot thirst—fountain ; fountam,
dying—silk; &k, China, sea—coast ; coaat navigation, compass—
watch; watch, Swntzerland—srww, etc.

¢ Thus, by ‘the exercise of ordinary ingenuity and attention (in itself
a beneficial mental exercise), combinations can be effected to any ex-
tent.

APPLICATION OF THE ABOVE RULES.

¢ The process of the mental opera.tion just described for the repro-
duction of a series, or of several series of ideas, can be applied in every
case, where any series of words are to be retained in the memory ; and
the object can be accomplished, with certain differences of detail, ac-
cording to different circumstances. For instance: In some cases it is
necessary to know and retain a series of words in precisely the rame
order in which they were given ; in other cases, the order of the words
is not of essential importance.
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¢¢ In natural history, where there are particular and distinct classifi-
cations of animals, plants and other objects, it is necessary to observe
the order of the words as given ; but there are many cases in which it
is not 80 necessary.

**In cases of the latter kind, what we have to do is to arrange the
ideas ourselves, o0 as always to combine and take together those ideas
which bave any relation to each other, and which, conrequently, can
be compared directly.

¢ To make this remark clear, it will be advisable to look over any
ordinary grammar—the French grammar, for instance. In the gram-
mar, under a general rule, we often find a series of words forming an
exception to the rule, and which it is required to retain in the memory.
Here it is, of course, essential to know all the words forming the ex-
ception ; but the ordeér in which they are given is of no importance.

*‘ Sometimes the exceptional words or deviations from the rule are
arranged in verses, and sometimes in alphabetical order; these ar-
rangements being adopted for the purpose of aiding their retention by
the memory.

** Now, if instead of adopting the metrical or alphabetical plan, we
arrange the series so as to call in reflection, ¢.¢., s0 as to take together
the words and ideas which have any natural relation, it will be found
that they will become perfectly familiar, and that the mind will retain
them after only two or three attentive perusals.

¢‘ The French irregular verbs, for instance, with their English signi.

fications, are given in the French grammar as follow :

acquérir, Zo acquire.
aller, to go.

f'en aller, fo go away.
e'asseoir, o sit down.
battre, to beat.

boire, to drink.
bouillir, o boil.
conclure, to conclude
confire, ¢o pickle.
coudre, to serw.
courir, 20 run.
croire, to believe.
cueillir, ¢ gather.
dire, to say.

écrire, 2o twrite.
envoyer, to send,
fuir; to shun.

hair, to hate.

lire, 2o read.

mettre; to put.
moudre, t0 grind,

mourir, to die.
mouvoir, o move.
Aaitre, to be born.
ouvrir, o open.
plaire, to please.
pouvoir, to be able.
prendre, o take.
revétir, to bestow.
résoudre. to dissolve.
rire, ¢o laugh.
rompre, to break.
RAVOIr, 20 knnw.
suivre, to follow.
traire, to milk,
tressaillir, to startle.
vaincre, to vanquish.
valoir, to be worth,
vivre, lo live.

voir, to see.

vouloir, to be willing.

¢“Now the object of the scholar, in reference to the above words, is
to be able always to recognize them as exceptions to the general rule,
and to do this without reference to the order in which they occur.
For this purpose, we have but to select; sets of two words bearing ana-
logy with each other, and to compare, viz.,

sew ‘with sit down rend with follow
8it down o move follow ° “ run
move o - run ¢ shun
g0 “ g0 away shun “ break

g0 away “ send break L open



open with put read with write
put “ bestow write “ see
bestow e take see o be able
take ¢ acquire be able “ know
acquire b vanquish know ¢ conclude
vanquish o beat conclude “ be willing
beat s startle be willing ¢ believe
startle “ die believe “ be worth
die o live be worth “ gather
live “ be born gather “ drink

be born o langh drink s milk
laugh o please milk “ boil
please e hate boil o pickle
hate “ say (calumny) pickle o dissolve
say i read

¢ Now if this series of words be studied in the manner which we
have recommended, and of which the list last given furnishes an ex-
ample, namely, by comparing, or bringing before the mind at the same
time, only two words, and these the ones which have a definite affin-
ity, one or two attentive perusals will suffice to fix them in the mind
for ever. But if an attempt is made to learn such a series by heart in
the ordinary mode, that is to say, by repeating it over and over, with-
out any reference to analogy, until by such repetition it remains in the
mind, not only will vastly longer time be expended in the task. but the
great probability is, that the whole of them will never be known per-
fectly, for there is no principle of connection. And should occasion
arise to make use of any one of the words, it will often be necessary to
repeat the whole list in order to ascertain whether the particular werd
needed be amongst the exceptions, This is a great difficulty and dis-
couragement to students. But if the task of retaining or committing
the words to the mind has been effected in the manner indicated in the
example, not only is their reproduction or recall at any future time
rendered more certain, but on any oae of the words or ideas occurring,
it will immediately recall the others; and there can be no doubt or un-
certainty ; for if a given word is not comprised in a series (as of the ex-
ceptional words just cited), it is at once known that it is not amenable
to the observations which apply to that series; for instance, in the par-
ticular example given, that it does not form one of the exceptions to
the general rule.

‘It is here presumed that the meaning of the French words is
known, or, in other words, that they are ideas available to the reader.
‘Words belonging to foreign languages not known to us, or, indeed, any
words of which we do not know the meaning, are, of course, no more
than mere sounds, so far as we are concerned.

¢ If a series of words has to be retained in the order in which they
are presented, that is to say, if we cannot group together those words
which have a connection, then we have only to compare the first with
the second, the second with the third, without any further regard to
the first. and so on. The comparison will be made directly where any
connection exists, indirectly where different ideas are given, according
to the above rules.”

¢ The following arrangement will facilttate the acquirement of the
irregular verbs of the German language. They have been divided into
five divisions, according to the difference of the vowels they take in
the imperfect tense.




1. Verbs that take
tive :
to scold, schelten.
to speak, sprechen.
to command, befehlen.
to press, dringen.
to compel, zwingen.
to enlist, werbeu.
to bind, binden.
to wind, winden.
to wrestle, ringen.
to swing, schwingen.
to throw, werfen.
to jumy, springen,
to burst, bersten.
to flow, rinnen.
to swim, schwimmen.
to lie, liegen.
to sink, sinken.
to die, sterben.
to spoil, verderben.
to decrease, schwinden.
to disappear, verschwinden.

2. Verbs which take

vowel in the imperative :

to lend, leihen.

to appear, scheinen.
to sleen, schlafen.
to be siient, schweigen.
to advise, rathen.
to show, weisen.

to bid, heissen.

to call, rufen.

to cry, schreien,

to blow, blasen.

to push, stossen.

3. Verbs which take
sonant of the root :

to seize, to grasp, greifen.
to pinch, kneifen.

to bite, beissen.

to suffer, leiden,

to fade, verbleichen.

to yield, weichen.

23

to forget, vergessen.

to recollect, sich besinnen.

to meditete, sinnen.

to read. lesen.

to see, sehen.

to mistake, versehen,

to be frightened, erschreck-
en.

to pick, stechen.

to burn, brennen.

to stink, stinken.

to perceive, empfinden.

to help, helfen.

to give, geben.

to take, nehmen.

to bring, bringen.

to find, finden.

to gain, gewinnen.

to hit, treffen.

to stick, stecken.

to stand, stehen.

(13 ie

to rub, reiben.

to hew, hauen.
to fall, fallen.

to go, gehen.

to run, laufen.

to drive, treiben.
to catch, fangen.
to hold, halten.
to leave, lassen.
to avoid, meiden.
to separate, scheiden.

to glide, gleiten.

to sneak, schleichen.

to step, schreiten.

to ride on horseback, reiten.
to combat, streiten.

to strike, streichen.

4. Verbs which take ‘ o” in the imperfect :

to command, gebieten,
to be able, koennen.
to consider, erwaegen.
to weigh, weigen.

to raise, heben,

to move, bewegen.

to push, schieben.

to draw, ziehen.

to bend, biegen.

to creep, kriechen.

to spring forth, quellen.
to pour, giessen.

to offer, bieten,

to fight, fechten.

to shoot, schiessen.
to resound, erschallen.
to thresh, dreschen.
to fly, fliegen.

to flee, fliehen,

to sprout, spriessen.
to drip, triefen.

to ruck. saugen,

to drink, saufen.

to swell, schwellen.
to enjoy, geniessen.
to milk, melken.

5. Verbs which take ‘‘u’’ in the imperfect :

to dig, graben.
to grow, wachsen.
to produce, schaffen,

to wash. waschen,
to stipulate, bedingen.
to hire, dingen.

to bake, backen.

to drive, fahren.

“g” in the imperfect, and “i"” in the impera-

to sit, sitzen.

to spin, spinnen.

to measure, me=sen,
to be worth, gelten.
to beg, bitten.

to recover, genesen.
to eat, essen,

to devour, fressen,

to drink, trinken.

to swallow, schlingen.
to conceal. bergen.

to steal. stehlen.

to break, brechen,

to round, klingen.

to sing, singen.

to do, thun.

to happen, geschehen.
to begin, beginnen.

to bring forth, gebaeren.
to come, kommen.

to tread, treten.

" in the imperfect, keeping the radieal

to write, schreiben.
to pardon, verzeihen.
to praise, preisen.
to please, gefallen.
to thrive. gedeihen.
to ascend, steigen.
to remain, bleiben.
to hang, haengen.
to roast, braten.

to spit, speien.

to snow, schneien.

¢i” in the imperfect, and double the last con-

to split, schleiren.

to cut, schneiden.

to sharpen, schleifen.
to whistle, pfeifen.

to atudy, sich befleissen,
to be like, gleichen.

to boll, sieden,

to melt, schmelzen.
to glimmer, glimmen.
to freeze, frieren.

to nurse, pflegen.

to loose, verlieren.

to grieve, verdriessen.
to swear, schwoeren.
to lie, liigen.

to deceive, betrugen.
to shear, sheren.

to shut, schliessen.

to load, laden.

to carry, tragen.
to skin, schinden.
to beat, schlagen.
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¢‘Here I have only been able: to give the principles, which seem to
me the sole scientific, and therefore the sole true, basis of a method for
facilitating the process of learning by heart. The practical application
of which 1t is capable, I explain in oral lectures. Omne of the most effi-
cient results of these simple psychological principles is obtained by their
application to the study of foreign languages.”

‘ PROGRAMME OF LECTURES AND DEMONSTRATIONS ON MEMORY BY
DR. EDWARD PICK.

Dr. Pick, having made Psychology his special study, has thereupon
founded and evoked a helping agent at once simple and natural, and
capable of being brought instantly into active operation.

¢ SYLLABUS,

First Lecture.—The Fundamental Principles of the System ; Associa-
tion of Ideas; Application of the System to a Series of Words with
or without Connection.

Second Lecture.—Application of the System to the permanent Remem-
brance of Numbers and Statistics generally.

Third Lecture.—Application of the System to the Study of the Holy
Scriptures, History and Chronology, Chemistry, and Jurispru-
dence.

Fourth Lecture.—Application of the System to Foreign Languages,
Proper Names, Geography, Botany, Geology, and Mineralogy.
Fifth Lecture.—Application to the Study of Languages, and to the Re-
tention of Sermons, Lectures, Prose, Poetry, ete., General Appli-
cation of the System, and the Audience tested to prove their Pro-
ficiency in it, and the Facility with which they have made them-

selves Masters of it.”’

COMMENDATIONS OF Dr. Pick’s SysTEM, 1853-1887.

(Journal des Débats—Jan. 24, 1854.)

This method has heen examined by a Special Commission appointed
by the Minister of Public Education ; and the report of this Commis-
sion, composed of Inspectors-Gereral of Public Education, has been ex-
pressed in terms so favorable to M. Pick, that he has been allowed to
demonstrate his method before the pupils of the Upper Normal School
(College of Preceptors).

(La Presse— February 1, 1853.)

By this method of M. Pick, one may become acquainted with and
possessed of, for a life-time, a scientific instrument both apt and sure,
which engraves on the memory, in a manner indelible, and without
producing any sense of fatigue, things the most fleeting and abstract.

Thus, in the two preparatory lectures which he has already given,
M. Pick, by means of hismethod, bas sacceeded in making his auditors
retain, upon one hearing, a series of more than forty words. What re-
sults may not be looked for on the completion of the course ?




(L’ Iltustration, January 7, 1854.)

. . M. Pick hus consequently based his method upon the prin-
mple that it is necessary to fortity the first impressions or ideas by
mutually comparing them. To enlarge upon the special application
of this method would require much time; suffice it to say, that its
simplicity invests it with great value, with reference as well to the
study of the classics as of the natural sciences.

The practical usefulness of this German Professor’s method has been
instrumental in obtaining for him the honor of teaching it in the first
establishinent of public education in France : viz., at the Upper Nor-
mal School. We hope that M. Pick will soon resume those public lect-
ures at the ‘“ Athénée,” which, last season, meh with such remarkable
success.

Professor Weber, late Director of the Preceptors’ College in Bremen,
one of the most celebruted writers on General Education.
¢‘T advance my conviction, based upon scientific principles.
This method of Dr. Pick s is really practical, and presents the mesh~
mable advantage of being true to nature, easy to be acquired, and ap-
plicable forthwith, without any loss of time whatever.”’

(Morning Post, London, November 25, 1859.)

The Principal of Magdalen Hall [Oxford] introduced Dr. Pick to the
meeting, and stated that that gentleman had acquired great.celebrity
as a lecturer on the best mode of improving and strengthening the
memory, at the Universities of Vienna, Leipsio, Heidelberg, and more
especially at Paris. . . . Dr. Pick then addressed the meeting,
and made some parsing remarks on the nature of memory, its great
value, and the facility with which it can be strengthened and made
more retentive. ., . . He had arrived at the conclusion that it
could only be attained by the application of sound and natural princi-
ples, at once simple and exact, and in perfect harmony with the intel-
lectual nature of man. He stated that, upon those principles, his
whole system was based. .

From Edward Thring, M.A., the distinguished author and educator,
Head Master of one of the most famous schools in England.

¢ It gives me great pleasure to bear witness to the excellence and

power of Dr. Pick’s teaching on memory. . . . The whole of my
working-life as a learner of new things has been turned round and
doubled in efficiency since I heard Dr. Pick. . . . Dr. Pick’s

method has the marvellous advantage of being the right method for
acquiring all knowledge, the true way to apply mind; whilst it also
has a few simple, but all-powerful, rules by which the learning any
thing by heart is rendered possible and lasting. I work by Dr. Pick’s
instructions, and I only wish everyone had the inestimable advantage of
doing the same. The system is short, simple, and effectual. Practice
otly is required.”
‘EDWARD THRING.

TrE SomooL-House, UPPINGHAM, RUTLAND,
October 14, 1887,
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(Daily News, London, March 1, 1860.)

Dr. Pick’s reputation is based on grounds which educated men are
quick to respect. Near the close of last year he lectured at Oxford,
with the express appraval and co-operation of the Principal of Magda-

len Hall,
(Daily News, London, May 8, 1860.)

The meeting was presided over by Mr. Monckton Milnes, M.P., who,
in introducing the Lecturer, bore testimony to the philosophic princi-
ples upon which the system was based. He said that Dr. Pick did not
possess or profess any extraordinary faculty of memory; but that, in
the pursuit of psychological studies, he had been led to consider the
best means of strengthening and vivifying those ideas which he desired
to retain. . . . In confirmation of his statement, he [Dr. Pick]
asked his audience to apply the system then and there in an effort to
retain large groups of words in a sequence not aided by any continua-
tion of sense. This they accordingly did, to their own evident wonder;
for the string of words, easily remembered by all present, after hearing
them only once, must have numbered between forty and fifty.

(The Lancet, London, November 10, 1860.)

The system [Pick’s] is founded on natural principles, by which
facts, images, ideas, and numbers may be instantly and enduriungly
fixed in the mind. His method can be applied to the acquiring of
languages, the study of anatomy, and other subjects. For medical
students especially, who have to learn and remember so much, it would
prove especially useful.




g3 NOTICE.—Let no one be discouraged if this Lesson looks diffi-

cult ; it is quite simple and easy, thanks to the use of some of the prin-

S ciples of my Art. All will be surprised at the shortness of the time it

@, will take to master it, if they begin at the beginning and proceed slowly
o and surely.—A. LOISETTE.

SThe Loisetian School of Physiological Memory;

OR,

INSTANTANEOUS ART OF NEVER FORGETTING.

PART 1.

RECOLLECTIVE ANALYSIS.

““That ONLY, in an edncational senre, is KNOWLEDGE to us which we have
GAINED through the working of our vwn minds.”—JOSEPH PAYNE.

PRINTED SOLELY FOR THE PUPILS OF

PROFESSOR A. LOISETTE.

f this lesson, then carry out the Direction

© ¥ MY SYSTEM ACCOMPLISHES FOUR OBJECTS NEVER SECURED
2 OR ATTAINED BY ANY OTHER MEMORY METHOD.
o I IT TRAINS AND STRENGTHENS THE NATURAL MEMORY TO
& THE HIGHEST DEGREE T0 WHICH IT CAN BE CARRIED, AND THE
PROCESS AND MODE OF IMPARTING THIS NEW MEMORY POWER
5 ARE PLEASANT AND AGREEABLE TO ALL.
€ II IN ITS CAPACITY AS A DEVICE FOR MEMORISING ANY FACTS
¥ WHATSOEVER, IT OPERATES IN EXACT CONFORMITY TO THE LAWS
« OF THE NATURAL MEMORY, WITH THIS DELIGHTFUL RESULT
o THAT EVERY TIME THE PUPIL USES IT AS A DEVICE HE INVIGOR-
5 ATES AND INCREASES THE POWER OF HIS NATURAL MEMORY,
¥ UNTIL AT LENGTH MY S8YSTEM BECOMES NO LONGER NECESSARY.
I, THE MEMORY EXERCISES, IF LEARNED AS I REQUIRE,
J ALSO STRENGTHEN AND INVIGORATE THE DIRECTING POWER OF
THE ATTENTION, 80 THAT THE PUPIL CAN CONTINUE AT STUDY
OR THINKING UNTIL HIS BRAIN POWER IS EXHAUSTED, AND RE-
QUIRES THE RECUPERATION OF REST OR SLEEP.

IV, THESE MEMORY EXERCISES, IF LEARNED AS I PRESCRIBE,
ALSO STRENGTHEN AND INVIGORATE THE INHIBITORY POWER OF
THE ATTENTION 80 AS T0 PREVENT THE INTRUSION INTO THE
MIND OF FOREIGN THOUGHTS. OR, IN OTHER WORDS, THEY PRAC-
TICALLY CURE MIND-WANDERING.

fter carefully reading

o _ My System is a Royal Road to all kinds of Learning, but there is no
Royal Road to acquiring it. It has to be learned. The immediate ob-
ject aimed at is the acquirement of a MENTAL DEXTERITY and an
ENORMOUS STRENGTHENING of the NATURAL MEMORY ; and a
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person might as well hope to become a first-class Portrait Painter by
reading instructions without any practice, as one of my Pupils aspire to
Master the Art of Never Forgetting WITHOUT DOING ALL THE EXERCISES
1 prescribe ; and yet children 10 years old master my System without
the slightest difficulty. Do all become proficients init? No. Why ?
From no fault of my System, but from a mental tnability, which pre-
vents such persons trom mustering any study whaterer. 'The infirmity
of Mind-wandering incapacitates some people from taking in or absorb-
ing the ideas or thoughts set forth in any study. Memory ¢ the reviral
of u past Mentul Iimpression. As these mental excursionists never dwell
long enough on any new ideas to be able to wunderstand or comprehend
them, there are really and truly in this case no First Impressions at all,
and hence there is nothing to be recalled. Until, then, these mental in-
valids get their Discontinuity cured. there it but slight probability that
they will ever master any subject, trade, or profession. These unfortu-
nates—who are, however, often highly gifted in other respects—will ut-
terly fail tomaster my System of Memory unlessthey, ¢1 the case of these
lessons, completely conquer this bad habit. They must carefully read
over each sentence in my Lessons and then try to repeat the scnse, if
not the very words, of it from memory after they have absorbed and. ja-
maliarised themselres with all the tdeas in the sentence, in the manner set
forth on pp. 54, 55, 56 and 57. They must subdue that chronic fickle-
mindedness which «lways causes them to simply glance at the begin-
ning of each paragraph, and to rush on to the last sentence without any
distinet comprehension of what has preceded ; and then to give up in
despair because the two or three ideas they hare acquired cannot do the
work of the dozen ideas they have overlooked!! Strange as it may
seem, I often find Pupils are dreadfully troubled with Mind-wandering
who have never suspected the fact!! The Art of Never Forgetting is
not magic—there is no trick about it—it is simply a Memory Discipline
of the highest order; and to acquire it, careful Study and patient Prac-
tice are indispensable. And with these auxiliaries, and not without
them, it becomes a most fascinating and useful study. for it is the
Golden Key that unlocks the secrets of all kinds of learning. Every
genuine student has always been charmed with these Lessons, for they
are in no sense tusks, but only delightful mental recreations.

EF~ No Pupil ever receives the next Lesson until he furnishes me satis-
factory proof, by carrying out my snstructions and doing the preseribed ex-
ercise, that he /s mastered the Lesson he has received. &)

My System is built on the Natural Memory. It is o Physiological
Metlod. Memory being a primordial property of the protoplasma dif-
ferentiated as nerve ganglia—similarly as contractility is a primordial
property of the protoplasma differentiated as musecular fibre—it can be
strengthened by practice, as the muscles are strengthened by practice,
and the KIND of exercise insisted upon in my System secures the high-
est DEVELOPMENT of the Memory in the shortest possible time.
There are two stages of the Natural Memory. I. The Stage of the
First or Original Impression [received into the mind through the Touch,
Taste, Smell, Eye or Ear, or arising in the mind from its own opera-
tions]. IL The subsequent Revival of that Impression.
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THESE STAGES REQUIRE FURTHER NOTICE.

The firs¢t impression may be defective. If there is no first impression, then there is
nothing to recall and there can be no memory. If the first impression is feeble, then it
makes no abiding mark ; it soon fades out, and no effort can recall it. The first essential
to a good memory is therefore to get vivid first impressions. There are two causes of de-
fect in first impressions.

A deaf man can have no first impression of a stranger’s voice. Not hearing it, he can-
not remember it. There is nothing to remember. There was no first impression. Simi-
larly. a blind man can have no first impression of a new colour or a strange face. He can
never remember them because he has had no first impression, and has, therefore, nothing
to remember. Precigely in the rame way, & man who reads a book without understanding
it gains no first impressions, and therefore cannot remember. There i nothing for him
to remember. There may be ideas in the book, but if he has not grasped thew. he has
had no first impression, and be can have no memory of them. He may remember the
words in which the ideas are expressed, but that is another thing. We may call this de-
fect Privative, since the person is deprived of his first impression. My System cannot, of
course, give sight to the blind or make the deaf hear ; but though it cannot make a first
impression where none exists, it can and does enable & person to secure vivid first im-
pressions in all cases.

The second great cause of defective first impression is lack of attention. When you
come home from a walk through a crowded street, can you remember the appearance of
the last three persons that you passed? No. In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred you
cannot tell whether they were men or women, Yet you passed close to them, looked them
full in the face, perhaps brushed against them. And you cannot remember half an hour
afterwards a single particular of their appearance. Why is this? You say it is because
you paid no attention ; and you are quite right. The first impression was made upon
your senres: it was carried to the brain ; but it failed to get itself registercd. You were
thinking about other things. The higher brain-centres were occupied in other wayg, and
the new impression knocked in vain for admission. It was tnrned from the door. It
never effected a complete entry. The first impression was so faint, so fleeting, so tran-
sient, that the strongest power of recall fails to revive it. Of such an impression there
can under ordinary circnmstances be no memory. But if the last person you saw before
entering the house happened to be a beadle, resplendent in his official costume, you might
be able to remember his appearance; if it happened to be a Chinaman, dressed in the
habit of his nation, yon would very probably recollect him ; and if perchance it was an
unfortunate soldier with half his face shot away, the memory of him would certainly be
very strong and might be unpleasantly persistent. Why is there memory in these cases
and none in the previous case? Because, you say, in these cases your aitention was at-
tracted ; and in proportion as the attraction was strong the remembrance is strong also.
You may have seen a shoemaker putting nails into the sole of a boot. With his left thumb
and finger he pricks the point of the nail into the leather just far enough to make the nail
stand npright. It is 8o feebly attuched that at the least shake it fulls on the floor. Then
down comes the hammer and drives the nail up to the head, Now the scnsations that are
continually pouring in upon us by all the avenues of sense—by the eye, ear, nose, tongue
and skin—as well as the ideas streaming into our minds, are on their first arrival attached
as feebly as the nails tothe boot. But then down comes the Attention like a hammer, and
drives them into consciousness, 8o that their record remains for ever. From all this we
see the importance of a good power of Attention. Unless you have such a command of
your Attention thut you can bring it down heaviiy upon impression after impression, so
as to drive them home into your consciousness, they will have no firm attachment and
they will be shaken out by the first movement of the mind.

It is manifest, therefore, and it is insisted on by many writers on Mental Science, that
the firat requisite to a good Memory is a good power of Attention. But none of these
writers give even a hint as to how this power is to be attained. There are very many
people who are so afflicted with Mind-wandering, which may be regarded as a paralysis of
the Attention, that it is impossible for them to attend to any single subject for two con-
secntive moments. All the while that their eyes are ﬂxed ona book and their hps are re-
peating the words that they read, a ‘phant: ia of d d images is dancing
through their mind. Memories of past rcenes and past eventn, sober anticipationgs, and
castles in the air, rise to the surface and jostle one another like bubbles in a boiling pot.
To such people it is no doubt interesting to know that, unless and until they control their
Attention and keep it fixed on the subject they are learning. they will never be able to re-
member : and similarly it is interesting to a paralysed man to know that until his mus-
cles regain their power he will not be able to walk; but it is no more use to tell the mind-
wanderer to keep his Attention fixed than to tell the paralysed man to move hisleg. In
the one case, as in the other, the sufferer mu«t be put through a course of treatment, But
in the case of the mind. this y has not been recognised. No writer on
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Mental Science has ever suggested that it was possible to give control over the attention
by a proper course of exercises, far less has any one suggested the kind of exercise neces-
sary. Now, one of the cardinal points in my System is this very treatment of Mind-
wandering. By following my instructions and doing the exercises I prescribe, the mind
is tiocd down to the subject-matter by a tether which brings every excursion of the atten-
tion to an end with a sharp jerk ; and which ends in binding the mind down to the task
closely and continuously, Thus, by these unique exercises, the Habit of Attention is
created, consolidated and made firm and unwavering, for all future occasions.

TIME TO LEARN MY SYSTEM.—Those persons who are en-
gaged all day in hard labour or in mental or bodily dissipation, or in
other studies, should retire an hour or two earlier at night, ¢n order ¢
get up an hour or two earlier in the morning, so that they can study these
lessons when the msnd 18 fresh and the body rested.

{3 NO NEW ACQUISITIONS can be made when the mental and
physical energies are exhausted.

My Discovery, so far as it pertains to this Lesson, demonstrated what
had never been suspected by any one bgfore—that all memories—the strong-
est as well as the weakest—are PRODIGIOUSLY STRENGTHENED in
both Stages by learning and reciting forwards and backwards, or, what
is better still, by making and repeating from memory both ways, a series
of from 100 to 500 words arranged in conformity to the three Laws given
below, which Laws were revealed to me, on their Physiological, or only
true side, by my Discovery.

0™ Every First or Original Impression arouses or excites previous
Ideas or Congenital Predispositions to Ideas, through the principles of
Inclusion, Exclusion, or Concurrence ; and whenever we recollect or recall
any First Impression or Idea, we do it by passing from our present
mental state, through Inclusion, Exclusion, or Concurrence, to the regis-
tration left by the aforesaid Original Impression or Idea.

[See Pages 45, 46 and 47.]

FIRST EXERCISE.
THREE LAWS OF RECOLLECTIVE ANALYSIS.

I. THE FIRST AND PRINCIPAL THING THE PUPIL REQUIRES TO DO IN
THIS LESSON, I8 TO LEARN THE DEFINITION OF THE FOLLOWING
THREE LAWS—AND TO BE ABLE TO CLEARLY UNDERSTAND THE EX-
AMPLES UNDER EACH LAW.

L INCLUSION indicates that you realize and feel that there is an over-
lapping of meaning between two words, or that there is a noticed or
recognised idea or sound that belongs to both alike, as, to enumerate
a few classes:
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ing.

SIMPLE INCLUSION (mostly synonyms)—Riches, -Wealth. Frequently,
Often. Obstacle, Barrier. Wretchedness, Misery. Loss, Lack. In-
quire, Ask. Allow, Permit. Work, Labour.

WuoLe & PART—Earth, Poles. Ship, Rudder. Forest, Trees. Air. Oxy-
gen. House, Parlour. Clock, Fendulum. XKnife, Blade. Horse,
Hoof.

GENUS AND SPECIES—Animal, Man. Plant, Thyme. Fish, Salmon.
Tree, Oak. Game, Pheasant. Dog, Retriever. Gas, Oxygen. Rock,

'8 Granite.

-+ ABSTRACT & CONCRETE—(The same Quality or Property appears in both)
—Dough, Soft. Empty, Drum. Lion, Strong. Courage, Hero. Glass,
Smoothness. Gold, Ductility. Oxygen, Colourless.

SIMILARITY OF SOUND—Emperor, Empty. Salvation, Salamander.
Hallelujah, Hallucination. Oxygen, Oxen. Cat, Catastrophe. Top,
Topsy. (Inclusion by sound is not punning.)

II. EXCLUSION means that you observe that there is an antithesis, or
‘that one word excludes the other, or that both words relate to one
and the same thing, but oceupy opposite positions in regard to it,
as Riches, Poverty. Hot, Cold. Old, Young. Damp, Dry. Life,
Death. Love, Hate. Joy, Sorrow. Courage, Cowardice. Health,
Sickness. Righteous, Wicked. Beauty, Ugliness.

III. CONCURRENCE is the felt relation between two ideas or impres-
sions which we have sensuously expertenced or thought of together or
almost simultaneously, or History has tld us are together, although
having no relation necessartly—Daniel, Lion. Execution, Marwood.
Gravitation, Newton, Apple. Dives, Lazarus. Abraham, Bosom.
Pipe, Tobacco. Michaelmas, Goose. Columbus, America. Grand-
mother, Knitting. Socrates, Hemlock. Bruce, Spider. Nelson,
Trafalgar. Demosthenes, Seashore, Pebbles. Job, Patience. Wed-
ding, Slippers. Wellington, Bonaparte, Waterloo. Oxygen, Priest-
ley. Sin, Punishment. Will, Act. Cause, Effect. Lightning,
Thunder. ’ :

before proceed

[In the casre of the following pairs, one word has been so often appropriated to the other,
that there seems to be something in common in the meaning of the terms—but it is not
80, they are mere cases of Concurrence, but of almost indissoluble Concurrence. For in-
stance, a man might examine a “ spade ™ in all its parts and might even make one after
& model, and not even know what ‘‘ dig” means. The mention of ‘‘ dig ™ is as likely to
make us think of pickaxe as of spade. *‘ Spade  does not mean * dig,” nor does **dig"
mean spade.  *Dig* merely means the actfon of the ** spade ™ or the use to which it is
put. Hence this pair of words does not furnish an example of Inclusion. Baut, as *“ dig”
is frequently appropriated to **spade”—as we have often thought of those words to-
gether—this is a case of strong Concurrence. The term *‘ swoop ™ is almost exclusively
applied to ‘‘engle.” A certain action or movement of the eagle is termed swooping.
But * eagle™ does not mean *‘‘swoop,” nor does *‘swoop* mean “ecagle.” We always
think of ** eagle ® when we think of ** swoop,” but we do not always, or even often—think
of *swoop ” when we think of ‘‘eagle.” It is not an example of Inclusion, but of mere
Concnrrence.

Spade, Dig. Razor, Shaving. Coffin, Burial. Chair, Sitting. S8cythe, Cut. Sword,
‘Wound. Pen, Write. Ears. Hearing. Road, Travel. Food, Bating. Paper, Write.
Wine, Drick. Worm, Crawl. Bird, Fly. Eagle, Swoop. Hawk, Hover. Ram, Butt.
Teeth, Gnash. Wheel, Turn.] ’

The Definitions of these three Laws and the Illustrations must be thoroughly stu

Before proceeding further, let the Pupil re-read the foregoing Laws,
and endeavour to satisfy himself that each example really illustrates the
h Law under which it is given.
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Let the Pupil also make out for each of the three Laws a list of Wwus-
trations different from any of the foregoing, and send it to me for criti-
cism. Send all the exercises on this lesson at the same time.

SECOND EXERCISE.

11, THE NEXT THING I8 TO LEARN BY MEANS OF THESE LAWS THE
PRESIDENTIAL SERIES, PP. 36-39. ’

Now let the Pupil ask what relation he finds between the following

words : —

President
Dentist }In. by S

Con.

and In.

Dentist },
Draw

Draw
To give up } Ex.

To give up
Self-sacrifice } In.

Self-sacrifice
‘Was