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SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS:
•  J

THEIR
NATURE AND SIG N IFIC A N C E.

BY WILLIAM RAMSEY.

The phenomena called “ Spiritual Manifestations ”  are 
so numerous, so varied, and so remarkable, tliat they 
seern to require considération and explanation. Every 
effect must hâve an adéquate cause. W hat is the cause 
which produces these manifestations, among people of so 
many different opinions, in ail parts of the world, and 
amono-themost diverse circumstances and conditions ?— h .

The object o f the présent investigation is, to answer 
this question, and to ascertain and exhibit the character 
o f modem Spiritualism, and its signiticance as a Sign of 
the Times.

There are many good men in our midst, highly gifted, 
and deservedly esteemed for their scientific researches 
and their patient investigation of the causes of things, 
who are bold to say that the phenomena of Modem 
Spiritualism, are mere optical illusions, or juggling tricks, 
and that ail o f them can easily be explained upon scien- 
tific principles, and are well understood by tliose who 
perform them. Yea, more; that to believe otherwise 
furnishes a sad proof of a defective éducation, if not 
of imbecility of mind. But these persons, with more

[9 ]



10 SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS.

correctness, might say that the solutions which they and 
tlieir philosophie expounders give o f these. latter day 
wonders, ascribing them ail to mere natural agents, as 
electricity, magnetism, odic force, and we know not what 
else, are still more striking illustrations of the very 
deficiency which they so feelingly lament in the case of 
others.

Granting that there are among what are called “  spir­
itual manifestations,” numerous instances of imposition, 
déception, tricks of legei'demain, and bare-faced swindles, 
as there always may be when pecuniary interests are in- 
volved, yet most candid observers will admit the exist­
ence of some phenomena in connection w itli spiritualisai 
which are not yet satisfactorily explained by any power 
with which we are acquainted. For after allowance lias 
been made for ail déception and imposition there appears 
to remain a mass of véritable facts which demand careful 
considération. W hat are the proposed explanations of 
these facts which are so abundant and so striking?— h .

Some observers wlio discard the idea of fraud, refer 
these manifestations to the operation of hidden forces of 
nature, which pliilosophy lias not yet discovered; others 
view them as indicating the presence of the spirits of the 
dead ; and still others believe them to be the workings 
of inalignant spirits, and powers of darkness, who seek 
to accomplish the destruction of tliose who follow them.

It  is easy to believe that tricksters and knaves wi!l 
furnish “ spiritual manifestations”  to order, as long as 
they are liberally paid for so doing. But this does not 
account for other manifestations where there no 
tricksters and knaves, and where there is no money at 
stake. The knave may be exposed, and bis dupes may be 
enlightened; but persons who know in their own hearts 
that they are not knaves, are not convinced that the
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things which they themselves hâve experienced alone 
are the resuit o f  trickery or knavery.— h .

N or is tlie fact that professional “ médiums” often 
fa.il to furnish manifestations a positive proof that under 
other conditions sucli manifestations, hâve not occurred. 
A  scientific expert may detect a fraud, or prevent an 
imposition; but neither a scientific expert, nor a profes­
sional medium can control the will or command the 
conduct of an invisible personality, which may act its own 
pleasure about responding to their calls, or conforming 
to their tests and requirements. Hence in such an in­
vestigation mere science may be utterly at fault. Science 
can experiment with mechanical powers and Chemical ele- 
ments, with uniform results; and the scientific man can 
repeat the experiments, and tell just what the results will 
be; but no scientific man can tell what w ill be the next 
move o f a monkey, the next act o f a child, the next 
hallucination of a lunatic, or the next manifestation of 
the power of any conscious, intelligent, invisible, personal 
being. In every independent conscious mind there are 
éléments of action which no mortal can comprehend or 
foresee; there are unknown quantities and forces there, 
which place it forever beyond the sphere of mathematical 
calculation, or scientific forësight.— h .

Hence any theory which makes no allowance for out- 
side, invisible, independent and intelligent personal 
action, must be predestined to failure in any investiga­
tion o f occult plienomena, provided  those phenomena do 
in any case resuit from the action of invisible, intelligent 
personal beings. I f  such beings exist, as the conviction 
and testimony o f the world for âges certifies, then those 
who endeavor to solve the mysteries of their action by 
mere mechanical tests, w ill detect frauds, expose impos­
tors, deceive themselves, reach one-sided and partial
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conclusions; but will utterly fail to convince honest and 
conscientious believers in spiritual manifestations, since 
they know perfectly well tliat they are not deceived, 
nor trying to deceive others about tbese phenomena; 
though they may be unable to convince aeute investi- 
gators of the actual facts which they hâve witnessed, 
and may also be entirely indiffèrent as to whether they 
convince them or not.— h.

Doubtless there are many “ médiums”  who are deceiv- 
ers; but behind ail these there maybe a still greater de- 
ceiver, and a deeper déception, wliich at times deceives 
even the deceivers, and working with and through them 
performs marvels which they alone could not accom- 
plisli; at other times leaving them to their own devices, 
and allowing them to suffer defeat, or failure, or to make 
up by tricks and impositions for the loss o f their unseen 
assistance; tlius weaving a wreb of mingled mystery and 
knavery which défiés scientific investigation, and baffles 
the wise in their craftiness, and confirms the sincere in 
their delusions, thus fulfilling tliat apostolic prédiction 
that in the last days “ grievous times shall corne, for . . . 
evil men and impostors shall wax worse and worse, cïe- 
ceiving and being deceived.”  2 Tim. iii. 1-13.— h.

W hile it is claimed by some that the communications 
received are so pious and innocent that they cannot ema- 
nate from evil sources, it is assumed and asserted by oth­
ers that spiritualistic phenomena are so trifiing and con- 
temptible that they are unworthy o f any notice, and are 
to be regarded as of no possible importance. But both 
these conclusions may arise from partial views o f the 
subject. N o  estimate of the real character or importance 
of these manifestations can be correct if it be based
solely upon the physical and mental aspects o f the case.

% ^

Moral considérations must be regarded. There may be
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nothing dangerous or important in the undulating and
oscillating motions of a serpent while fascinating its 
prey, but the end of the performance is death. There 
may seem to be nothing suspicious in the playful gam- 
boling of two or three wolves, as they detach them- 
selves from their companions and slowly work tlieir way 
around a flock of sheep; but, when they hâve disarmed 
suspicion, and secured the position they sought, and are 
slaying and devouring, the true meaning of their antics 
is apparent. The devices and tricks of the hunter and 
fisher may, in themselves considered, seem innocent, idle, 
and frivolous, but they are a ineans of death to the curi- 
ous and incautious victims. And so a System which 
commences with. light, innocent, trifling, and frivolous 
performances and communications, but which ends in 
leading its foliowers to deny 11 the Lord that bought 
them,” and reject “  the W ord of G od”  which “ liveth 
and abideth forever,”  gives evidence that there may be 
a deep purpose under ail its fantastic tricks; and that 
the craft of the old Serpent, who is a liai* from the be- 
ginning, may underlie those trifling and unimportant 
communications which by stimulating curiosity and in- 
spiring* confidence, lull to slumber the suspicions of lion- 
est but undiscerning soûls, until they are in the fatal 
toils o f the Enemy of ail righteousness.— h.

A t  ail events, one thing is certain: those who holdthat 
there is a spiritual agency in connection with these mani­
festations, hâve a cause which is adéquate to the produc­
tion of these eflects— yea, and, i f  need be, of others far 
more wonderful than any that hâve as yet been exhibited. 
And they can go to the W ord o f God for a clear and proper 
solution of ail these phenomena, and not to the mysteri- 
ous workings of some hidden law o f nature, nor to the 
teachings of an Infldel or Atheistic Philosophy.
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THE STANDARD OF JUDGMENT.
There arises liere a niost important question wliich 

sliould be settied first of ail. Haye we an authoritative 
rule of judgment ? and lia s  Gocl given to man a written 
Révélation o f  his w ill? I f  there is such a Révélation 
there can be no doubt what Book contains it,— that one 
Book which to-day exists in more languages, in more 
éditions, and in more copies tlian any other book ever 
written; and which, in spite of criticism, opposition and 
persécution, lias made its way onward from âge to âge, 
until it stands to-day at the liead of the literature of the 
world;— the one Book which commands the respect and 
confidence of the most enlightened nations, the most 
progressive peoples, and the most intelligent minds on 
earth, while it is unknown, unheeded, rejected, or de- 
spised by the debased, the uncivilized, the uneducated, the 
vicious, the degraded, and the barbarous throughout the 
world: that Book under the light o f which flourislies the 
science, the research, the progress, the invention, the 
éducation and the intelligence o f this most progressive 
âge, while beyond the flashing o f its beams we search in 
vain for free government, just législation, advanced édu­
cation, manly dignity, womanly culture, éducation, and 
élévation, and ail the better and more désirable éléments 
of the civilization o f the nineteenth century.— h.

The true position o f this Book, which is rejected by 
some as a fraud, and accepted by others as a history and 
a révélation from God, is one o f the first and most im­
portant questions that should be settied in this connection. 
But we cannot liere interrupt our argument to présent 
the daims of the Bible to human credence and confi­
dence, nor to recite the abundant proofs from profane 
history, fulfilled prophecy, ancient monuments, and mod­
em discoveries, wrhich demonstrate the authenticity,
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inspiration, and divine authority of the Holy Scnptures. 
A il tliis bas been done again and again, in convincingo o ' o
volumes, too numerous and too bulky to be generally 
read ; and also more recently in the successive numbers 
of the A nti-In fide l Librctry *  to which, as well as to 
other similar works, we must refer the candid though 
skeptical reader for positive and convincing evidence 
that the Bible is in fact a crédible and authoritative rév­
élation of the will of God to man. And we most earnestly 
request those who hâve doubts concerning these matters 
to first carefully examine the publications referred to, 
and then proceed with tliis investigation, which will be 
conducted upon the ground that God bas spoken to man, 
and that the Holy Scriptui'es contain the révélation of 
his will. By tliis Light we shall seek to wallc while in- 
vestigating tliis intricate and important subject.— h .

The educational training of sonie, and the manifest
%

ignorance of otliers of the trutlis of the Bible, that only 
true révélation of the will of God to man, hinder multi­
tudes frorn admitting, in ail their literality and distinct- 
ness, the statements of the W ord of God on the subject 
of Spirit-agency. In conséquence of tliis, reasonings on 
tliis subject, the most false, puerile, and stupid, often
pass for sound logic and good Scriptural argument,

*

provided they be clothed in the garb of scientific words 
and technical phraseology, the true meaning of which 
the people cannot comprehend, and one grand design of 
which is, in reality, to conceal the ignorance of the men 
themselves, who attempt to explain what they do not

* While the entire sériés of these popular and inexpensive pamphlets 
should be examined by the careful student, we would direct particular at­
tention to T h e  In s p ira tio n  o f  the B ib le , T h e  W o n d e r fu l L a w , Remaries on 
the “ M is ta lc e s o f M o s e s ”  A th e ism a n d  A r ith m e tic , and In fid e l Tes iim ony  to 
the T ru th  o f  the B ib le . To be obtained of the publishers of this work.
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understand, and who are, though unconsciously to them- 
selves, another illustration of tlie wonderful power of that 
influence the very existence of which they so stoutly 
deny.

This subject is one that présents to the mind o f the 
thoughtful reader of the W ord of God and the careful 
observer of the workings o f Satan in these last days, 
such a wide field for remark, that we scarcely know 
where to begin, what facts to select, or where to end. It 
is certain that we are now living in strange and eventful 
times. There are ao;encies at work in oui* world otherO
than can be seen by the eye o f niait But this lias al- 
ways been the case. The facts in reference to the fall 
of man, and his rédemption by Christ, show us most 
clearly, that there are opposing agencies at work in ref­
erence to man’s présent and future State, that are outside of 
himself; and that man is that most important being who 
concentrâtes the thoughts of the whole invisible world 
upon his person, condition, and destiny.

FUNDAMENTAL FACTS.

The writers o f the Sacred Scriptures nowhere attempt 
to prove the existence of God. Moses takes it for 
granted, and proceeds to State, in the first chapters of 
Genesis, wliat God has created. Nor do they attempt to 
prove the existence of a Spiritual Being, whom they call 
in the Hebrew, Satan; which means an opposer, a foe, 
an enemy. They speak o f it as a fact that needs no 
proof; for the world is full o f the évidences o f his real, 
Personal existence, and of his mighty power, and unre- 
mitting hatred o f God and o f man. W e  are fu lly aware 
of the fact that the personal existence of Satan is ad- 
mitted by nearly ail those who bear the Christian name. 
It  is at least aniong the articles of their faith. But by
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tke great majority o f professing Christians of the prés­
ent day, it is so feebly realized and so superficially re- 
garded, that tlieir faith is in a great degree inoperative, 
and tlie fact of Satan’s existence and influence upon 
tke minds of tke people, is virtually disbelieved. One 
striking différence between tke expérience of Christians, 
as recorded in tke New  Testament, witk tke frequent ex­
hortations of our Lord and bis apostles to “ resist tke 
devil ”  and guard against liis “  wiles,” and to be 
“ not ignorant of bis devices; ”  and the expérience of 
Christians o f our day, and tke exhortations we hear ontJ '

tke subject now; must be manifest to every one wlio will 
give tke subject a moment's reflection. Of old felt 
and acted as if there was a great and mighty Adversary 
for them to oppose, and they speak of their spiritual con- 
flicts witk him as o f a real warfare; but the wisdom and 
philosophy of our day hâve long looked upon Satan as a 
mere myth, or at best, but another name for tke wayward 
disposition of man. This, however, is not

T IIE  SC R IPTU R AL V IE W  OF TH E M ATTER.
* \ M  H  ■” ■ p™ * •  | mü f l  jF J J —

The Bible speaks of tke devil or Satan, as a mighty spirit, 
once holy, but now fallen tkrougk pride; as tke deceiver 
of man; as the usurper of the dominion of this world, and 
as tke Prince of this world, and also of the Power of tke 
Air, and tke spirit tkat worketh in tke ckildren of diso- 
bedience.* Tkrougk bis influence and “  wiles,”  our first 
parents lost tke image and tke likeness o f God in which 
they were created, and also the dominion over tke earth 
which God kad bestowed on man. Satan deposed man, 
and tookhis place. Since then he has not ceased to exert 
his influence over man ; to enslave bis mind by gross super­
stitions; to debase and défilé bis kody by vile affections;

Tim. iii. 6; 2 Pet. ii. 4; Rev. xx. 3, 8; John xiv. 30; Eph. ii. 2; vi. 12.
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to shut him ont of the kingdom by leaguing hira in witb 
himself in opposition to God. Accordingly we find that 
although the agent, Satan, is the sarae at ail times, yet 
the mode of his operations differs in different âges and 
aniong different people, according to the degree of their 
intellectual culture, or the amount of Scriptural truth 
and knowledge tliey might possess.

The debasing and sensual rites of Paganism are wellO o
adapted to rivet the cliains of a spiritual bondage upon 
a people who hâve given up the knowledge of a truc 
God, and who worship démons in his stead. But in an 
âge like ours, wliere intellectualism and marnmon are theO '
gods to whicli the masses of the people bow in humble 
adoration,, Satan must suit his “ wiles” to thespirit of the 
times, and to the character of the people, if he would 
succeed in leading them to bow down to their gods in 
the temple of reason, and to ignore their Creator and 
the révélation he has given them. Hence it is that no 
spécial form of Satauic delusion continues long at one 
time, or in one place, The Arch-Deceiver continually 
varies his “  wiles." Old forms of spiritual delusion pass 
away, but from their seeds otlier forms spring up, wliicli 
are just as far from the truth as the former. Eacli suc­
cessive âge or génération boaSts of its freedom from the

O  ' . O

follies of the past, and laughs at the ignorance and su­
perstition of their fathers, while it is itself the victim of 
tliose Satanic delusions which are more in accordance 
with the circumstances, advanced knowledge, or philo­
sophie spirit of the times. And just as we change ourgar- 
ments and adapt them to the season of the year upon 
which we may enter, while our nature remains the same 
— so will it be with these varied exhibitions of Satanic 
power; their forms differ, but their essential features are 
the same; and these varied manifestations w ill continue
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to corne and to go, until the kingdom of Satan on earth 
be overthrown, the reig’n of sin be superseded by that ot 
lioliness, and the kingdoms of this world become the 
kins'dom of our Lord and of his Christ.O

As tlie sacred writers nowhere attempt to prove the 
personal existence of Satan, but always take it for 
granted,— and base their exhortations to resist his power 
and influence upon the known fact of his existence and 
evil cliaracter,— we need not attempt it. Still, we might 
ask those who deny the personal existence of Satan, and 
maintain that we are to understand by the terni only the 
evil principle, or the tendency to evil that exists in human 
nature, how tliey would explain, on their theory, the 
history of the fall of man, and the subséquent temptation 
of our Lord? In the case of Adam, or rather of the 
woman,— for she was fîrst in the transgression, slie being 
deceived,* while “ Adam was not deceived” but sinned 
understandingly,— there was evidently an influence ont- 
side o f herself that was brought to bear upon lier mind, 
so that she yielded to it and fell— she was conscious of 
that fact— and said so: nor is the correctness of lier 
statement called in question by the Lord when she, in the 
honesty of her lieart, confessed the truth, saying, “ the
serpent beguiled me, and I  did eat.” t  The statement
was admitted, in ail its fullness, and upon that statement

* 1 Tim. ii. 14.
f Skeptics make merry over the story of a serpent that could stand on its 

tail and talk, and was afterwards compelled to crawl in the dust. As to a 
serpent standing on its tail the Bible says nothing about it. It is an inven­
tion of the skeptics, or perhaps they mav hâve seen it in some picture book. 
As for a serpent’s talking, /  hâve heard parrots talk; I hâve heard a cooka- 
too talk; and many skeptics believe that tables can talk or conimunicate. 
Now why could not a serpent talk as \vell as a table, if he had the sanie 
devil to help him? Why could not Satan just as ea-sily “ materialize ” in 
the guise of a serpent, as in the guise of one’s grandmother? And why 
could not an evil spirit take possession of a serpent, as well as of any other 
medium, being, or thing?—h . _ ...
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the Lord proceeds, at once, to pronounce upon the ser­
pent his sentence, which remains upon it, to the prés­
ent day, and will till time sliall end.* The Judge o f ail 
the earth certainly does right. And if tliere were no 
tempter outside o f woman, w liy should the Lord pro­
nounce his curse upon lier, and an additional one on a 
hein g, distinct frorn her, i f  no such being did exist, and
if lie had not deceived her as slie declared he did?

So also, in the case of our Lord. He had no sin. He 
was lioly, harmless, undefiled, and separate fronx sinners.f 
And yet he was tempted for forty days and forty nights 
in the wilderness of Judea. Demands were made of 
him and proposais offered o f such a character, as wliolly 
to exclude the idea— if we admit the record in the case 
to be true— of these demands and proposais being the 
merë suggestions of our Lord ’s own mind. The thing is 
an impossibility. To suppose tliat the whole sc.ene of 
the temptation as described by the inspired penman was 
a mere stretch of the imagination of our Lord; that 
he thought he was tempted by some one; that he 
thought the Tempter bronght fortli arguments based 
upon a false application of the Scriptures to induce him 
to yield to his suggestions; and, that he thought he
answered the Tempter by correct quotations from the 
W ord o f God, requires an amount of faith, or credulity,

* The curse “ On thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat ail tlie 
days of thy life,” does not necessarily imply that “ an early specimen once 
went erect,” but rather that. wliatever tliere might be in the line of evolu- 
tion for other créatures, the serpent was doomed to ever crawl in the dust. 
Of the nine orders of reptiles, five of which are now extinct, a il but one , 
the serpent, hâve either wings, fins, or feet. Evolutionists believe that feet 
develop from a desire to walk, fins from a desire to swim, and wings from a 
desire to fly; but while serpents travel, swim, climb, and leap, or fly, no ser­
p en t lias ever yet been seen which had either wings, fins or feet. The curse 
seems to be literally fulfilled, u On thy belly shalt thou go a il the days o f  thy 

l i f e —h . |  Heb. vii. 26.
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far surp.assing that which is necessaiy to embrace the 
simple, scriptural, truthful narration of the facts. But 
it happens to be with such persons as it was with a 
Brahmin in India, who said to me once, “ Saliib, a little

struth is hard, but a big lie is easy to be believed.” It  i 
just so; and we doubt notj tliat the father of lies assists 
men in their monstrous credulity as well as in their 
unreasonable unbelief.

W e admit the fact, theu, in ail its fullness, that there 
is such a being as Satan, and we fully believe ail the 
statements that the Sacred Scriptures make concerning 
him, and his workings in our world. Our Lord callsj O
him “ the prince of tliis world,”  and the “ god of this 
world; ”  and lie is. That lie will, ere long, be deposed, 
and his usurped power be taken from him, and that lie will 
be cast ont o f tliis world, are facts clearly made known 
to us in the W ord of God. Ile  knows well that the 
kingdoms of this world will be taken from him, andO J
that it will be done by Him who is “  the seed of the

Hence it was that Satan offered to deliver upwoman.
to our Lord the kingdoms of the world, which he tlien 
held, and still holds by usurpation, if he, the Messiah, 
would but fall down and do him honor, or thank him 
for tliem, or even accept them from his liand. W e give 
Satan full crédit for honesty in this case. Let him hâve 
his due. W e believe lie would hâve done just as he
said he would do.
Ile  has tliem yet. And he, doubtless, would hâve deliv- 
ered them to our Lord, and would hâve laid down the 
usurped sceptre of power over earth, if lie could, by 
that act, hâve acquired a greater glory, and a more 
exalted sway. And who, in the matters of trade, and 
of seeking after the wealth and tlie honors of this world,

He had tlie kingdoms of the world.

would not part with the less for the sake of the greater ?



«

So with Satan. The honor received from man, or from 
a world of meii, would be as naught wlien compared 
with honor.and obeisance from “  the Son of man.”  Most 
cheerfully would lie bave parted with ail this world for 
cne act of obeisance from our Lord.* But, tliat he must 
not bave. Satan was foiled in bis deep-laid scheme for
the final and eternal ruin of ail the human race. Xo*
compromise in the case can be made with the Son of 
man, the rightful lieir to earth, and ail upon it. Satan 
will not of liis own free will resign bis usurped authority 
and power on earth, nor can the Son of man lay aside 
the giory and the dignity of liis exalted nature and office, 
to enter upon any efforts of negotiation with Satan for 
the rédemption of the world from liis power. On the 
contrary, he w ill in due time lay hold on the usurper, 
bind him in chains, and cast him out of the govern- 
ment of this world for ever.f

Satan is fully aware of this fact. He knew when our 
Lord was upon the earth, the time for liis dethronement 
liad not arrived.t But the time is now at liand. ThisvTi
lie knoAvs; and hence it is that he is making spécial 
efforts, in various wavs, throughout the wliole world, to 
retain liis possession of the earth to the last moment, 
and to ruin for time and eternity ail he can, before he 
himself shall be cast out, and be shut up in the abyss for 
the thousand years.||

* For Satan to ofFer tliat wliicli it was Jcnoivn tliat lie could not bestow, and 
over wliicli lie had no power, would be no temptation even to m a n , niuch less 
to C h ris t, wbo of course knew the fa c ts  in the case. But Christ was really 
tem pted—therefore Satan had something of value to offer to him, namely, 
the kingdoms of the world and their giory, if he would bow down and wor- 
sliip him. Many a politician of the présent day pays about the same foi- 
office. Christ was tempted in ail points like as we are, and do we not see in 
the allurements of worldly ambition that seduce the heart from r ig h t  and 
godliness, this same temptation of the adversary? We are not ignorant of 
liis devices.—h . f  Rev. x x .  f  Matt. viii. 2 9 .  || Rev. x x .  2> 3 .

/
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Paganism and the gross forms of heathen idolatry are 
not adapted to our présent enliglitened and social State. 
The scenes of iniquity that liave heen witnessed in the 
public assemblies, or in the secret chambers of heathen 
temples, in days past, would be too gross for the eye of 
the reflned of our day. But similar scenes may be w it­
nessed, doubtless, even now, by tliose wlio are privileged 
to enter witliin the srates that sliut them ont from theO
vulgar gaze. • It  only needs another name: the natne of
“  love, ”  or “  love ” made “  free,”  and the sanction of

willing slaves of their lusts.

laws which Satan liimself lias helped to frame, to give 
currency and popularity to any of the mimerons forms 
of iniquity that hâve heretofore found favor in the eyes 
of a world at enmitv with God. Some can be led as theJ

For these tliere is a lure 
in the shape of Socialism, Free-love-ism, and Mormonism, 
that last form of political iniquity that lias been en- 
tlironed in the earth, and which if it lias not received 
the sanction of human law, lias too long been permitted 
to grow unmolested, and to flourish in our midst, under 
the fostering care of Satan liimself.

But tliere are others, wliose instinctive liorror of bod- 
ily défilement would separate tliem forever from those 
wlio “ corrupt themselves in those things which, as brute 
beasts, thev know naturally.” * These Satan must secure 
bv otlier means.%J
révélations of the Most High are, at least, but enigmat- 
ical liints of things tliey cannot compreliend. For tlie 
god of tliis world hath blinded their minds, lest the 
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, wlio is the image 
of God, should sliine into their hearts, and give them 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jésus Christ.f Tliey must liave certain knowledge,

*Jude 10. t 2 Cor. iv. 4-6.

Reason is their god. To them, the.
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and such a knowledge of secret and future things, 
as God, in his infinité wisdom, withholds from man; foi- 
lie would hâve man “  walk by faith, not by sight.”  * 
But, what God withholds, Satan offers to impart. Tliey 
would lift the veil tliat liides the unseen world from 
them, and seek to know froin those who inhabit it, the 
things whicli God lias hidden from them, and purposes 
tliey shall not know. The knowledge of Satan is not 
like ours. W e  can know nothing of the invisible world 
from oui* own observation. Satan can and does. The 
invisible world is ail untrodden ground to us. To him it 
is ail known and familiar. Ile , doubtless, does and can 
know facts, and reveal them too, which it would gratify 
the curiosity o f our nature to know. Facts which trans- 
pired, long since, even before the birth of any now on 
earth, are not blotted out of the memory of Satan, who, 
we may suppose, retains ail the knowledge lie. lias ever 
had of our world for the past six thousand years. These 
facts he may communicate to man,— and noue can prove 
that he cannot;— and these facts being found to be true, 
the door is now opened wide for the full belief of any 
number, or any kind of facts or fictions that Satan may 
see fit to communicate. The reality of one truth will 
pave the way for many falsehoods, ail of which may be 
believed witli equal faith. In this way, Satan Will satisfy 
the minds of multitudes of the pliilosophically wise. And 
as tliey judge tliey can find that knowledge in and 
through his communications which tliey cannot obtain 
from the W ord of God, the resuit is easily foreseen. 
Tliey will reject the révélation which God lias given 
them, as a work behind the âge, and not meeting the 
demands o f the times. I f  this be not so w itli those who 
now believe in the révélations that God lias made to

*2 Cor. v. 7.
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them in his W ord, they will superadd to it these sup- 
posed révélations of fàcts by Satan, and thus virtually 
set aside entirely tbe W ord of God as a rule of life.*

As it is certainly revealed to us that Satan will be cast 
ont from tliis world, and as bis efforts will be made un- 
tiringly to retain bis hold upon the minds of tbe people, 
we inay reasonably look for some spécial manifestations 
of bis power and delusive workings before that event. 
These manifestations and miraculous workings will be so
apparent to ail tliose wlio are savingly enlightened by 
tlie Spirit of God, tbat tbey will not fail to perceive, in 
due time, tbat they are of Satanic origin. “  They tbat 
trust in tbe Lord shall be,”  in these times of coming 
trial, “  as Mount Zion wbich cannot be removed, but 
abidetli forever,” f while those who may trust to their 
own fallible reasoning, and the desires of their own 
hearts, will be as the chaff before the wind, or as the 
stubble before the flame. '

• ^

By multitudes of Christians in our day, and of Chris­
tian ministers also, the study of the propliecies of God’s 
W ord is either neglected or condemned. W hat God 
déclarés to be “  a light that shineth in a dark place, 
until the day dawn and the Day-Star arise,” J they, in 
their presumption bave declared to be impénétrable ob- 
scurity. Hence the utter misapprehension which so 
extensively prevails in the Church at the présent time, as 
to the character and design and end of tliis dispensation. 
Peace, prosperity, and stability are confidently predicted 
and fondly anticipated by the men of our progressive 
times, whereas conflict and destruction are distinetly

* These words, written in 1855, predicted what bas long since corne to 
pass. Infidelity follows Spiritualism as night follows day; and the enmity 
of evil spirits against Christ is as great to-day as it was when they cried out, 
“ What hâve we to do with thee, thou Son of the Most High God?”—h , 

f Psa. cxxv. 1. t 2 Pet. i. 19.
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foretold by the prophète of the Lond. And so intense 
is this déception, that, by many, the ver y workings of 
Satan are confounded with or taken for the operations of 
God’s Spirit. They look for a coming glory and a 
brighter âge for this world; but it is notsuch asGodpre- 
dicts. They raise their superstructure, Babel-like, out of 
inaterial which God purposes to destroy. There is a 
future glory in reserve for this world. But, it is not to 
be effected by the wisdom of man, the progressive devel­
opment of the âge, nor by a careful observance and 
study of the mere laws of nature. It  will be the work 
of the Spirit and power of the Lord.

Though we are journeying on toward a brighter period, 
when amid “  scenes surpassing fable, and yet true,”  we 
shall “ see golden days, fruitful of golden deeds,”  yet 
the way that leads us to that time o f rest and peace, 
winds through dark and dismal scenes, and only those 
who walk in the guiding light of God can bave an assur­
ance of reaching that home of joy. Multitudes who 
suppose themselves calmly journeying toward the golden 
âge, w ill undoubtedly find that their patlx leads down- 
ward, and they, with their blind leaders and followers 
mav fall together into the ditch.— h.%/ CD

%

WHAT HAVE THE SPIRITS TAUGHT US ?

The instinctive longing of the human ’heart to pene- 
trate the mysteries o f the unseen, and to know what 
shall corne to pass hereafter, has caused many to seek of 
familial' spirits information concerning hidden things. 
But though a génération has passed away since modem 
Spiritualism commenced its work o f révélation; though 
communications hâve been received by the million; and

Y-. "L '■ J •

though enough of them hâve been published to make a 
hundred Bibles, yet after ail what hâve they added to
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the snm of hnraan knowledge ? There are multitudes of 
spirits ready to communicate, but what do their com­
munications amount to? There are thousands of médi­
ums ready to Write, but what hâve they written that is 
worth reading ? They clairn to hâve knowledge of 
ail the mysteries of the unseen world, but what hâve 
they doue to enlighten, instruct, elevate, and save man- 
kind? W hat book can we find to-day which Spiritual- 
ists themselves would point to as a standard which they 
would accept and endorse as an authoritative révélation? 
They clairn to hâve demonstrated the immor 
soûl, but the heathen world had it demonsti’ated in the 
saine way thousands o f years ago, and yet their wisest 
men admitted that there was no certainty in the démon­
stration. They clairn that great and important secrets 
hâve been revealed, but their ablest writers admit that 
multitudes o f their communications are false, and give 
us no distinct test whereby we may distinguish the false 
frorn the true. - Instead of their théories being new they 
are old; instead of their révélations being the harbingers 
of a new era, they are and hâve been for âges known in 
connection with heathenish darkness, superstition, dégra­
dation, and barbarism, and they never hâve risen above - 
their surroundings, nor elevated their votaries above the 
beastliness and barbarity of their times.* Spiritualists are 
better liere tlian in heathen lands, but it is only because 
they hâve had the advantages of Christian éducation and 
Christian example.— h .

It  is évident from the statements of travelers from 
the varions parts o f the heathen world, that the belief 
in spirits, distinct from man in the flesh, is, gerierally 
speaking, prévalent among the people. Not only do the 
people belieTre that they do exist, but that these spirits can

*See H eathen ism  and S p ir itu a lism , by h . l . i i .

tality of the
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also take possession o f the bodies o f men. There may 
be, and doubtless is much superstition connected with 
the faith of the people on tbese subjects; but still, their 
faith has some foundation in fact. The Old and New 
Testament writers speak of the existence of such evil 
spirits and influences, and we hâve no reason to think 
that they hâve 
of men.

Hence not only in ancient, but also in modem times, 
there is abundant and indisputable proof that multitudes 
o f  the heathen hâve claimed to consult, communicate 
with, and worship the dead. W hat then is boasted 
“ Modem Spiritualism,” but ancient heathenism, modified 
and made more respectable by the influence o f  the gos­
pel o f  Christ ?— h .

SPIRITUALISM FORESEEN AND FOEETOLD.

It  is a remarkable fact that those very modem mani­
festations of which Spiritualists boast and vaunt so much, 
hâve been foreseen by the prophets, foretold in the 
Scriptures, and anticipated in particu lar period  of 
the history of the world, by Christian men who study 
the W ord of God, and take heed to the sure word of 
prophecy.— h .

The Apostles déclaré that the close of this âge was to 
be marked by spécial manifestations of demoniac powers 
and Satanic influences. Thus said the Apostle Paul :

“  Now  we beseech you, brethren, touching the coming 
of our Lord Jésus Christ, and our gathering together 
unto him; to the end that ye be not quickly shaken from

w

your mind, nor yet be troubled, either by spirit or by 
word, or by epistle as from us, as that the day o f the 
Lord is now présent; let no man beguile you in any wise: 
for it witt not be, except the falling away corne first, and

yet been wholly expelled from the abodes
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thé man o f sin be revealed, the son of perdition, he tbat 
opposeth and exalteth himself against ail tbat is called 
God or tbat is worsliiped; so tbat be sittetb in tbe tem­
ple of God, ' setting himself forth as God. Remember 
ye not, tbat, when I  was yet witb you, I  told you tbese 
tbings? And now ye know tbat wbich restraineth, to 
tbe end tbat be may be revealed in bis own season. For 
tbe mystery o f lawlessness dotb already work: only 
there is one tbat restraineth now, until he be taken out 
o f the way. And then sliall be revealed the lawless 
one, wliom tbe Lord Jésus sliall slay witb tbe breatb of 
bis mouth, and bring to nought by tbe manifestation of 
bis coining; even he wbose coming is according to tbe 
working of Satan, with ail Power and signs and lying  
wonders, and of ail deceit of unrigbteousness for them 
tbat are perisliing; because tbey received not tbe love of 
the trutli, tbat tbey migbt be saved. And for tbis cause 
God sendeth them a working  of ekror, that tbey should 
believe  a  lie  : tbat tliey ail migbt be judged who be-
LIEVED NOT THE TRUTH, but HAD PLEASURE IN UNRIGIIT-
eousness. 2 Thess. iii. 1-12.— h.

Said an able and intelligent writer in 1 8 4 2 ,  after going 
over and presenting tbe en tire Scripture testimony con- 

yserning tbe presence and power of good and evil angels :
“  Whatever glimpses we may hâve caught of the world 

o f spirits in tbe course of tbis inquiry, must be turned 
to good account ; for we shall soon need to exercise judg-

o f Tbe sixtli v ial, under
which, tbere can be no doubt, we now live, is marked by 
tbe going forth of the three unclean démons, of wbose 
miracle-working power we are forewarned ; and Ile  who 
bas deigned to show us tbings to corne, bas not set forth 
cunninglv devised fables to amuse oui* fancy, but re­
vealed solemn truths to guide our steps aright, wben oui
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path becomes perplexed beyond ail that we hâve known 
hitherto, or that the expérience o f the church has re- 
corded. H eth a t is boni after the flesh ahvays persécutes 
him that is born after the Spirit ; but now w e shall hâve 
the A u t h o r  o f ail corruption o f the flesh, persecuting 
the Lord  in bis members ; and we shall do w ell to meas- 
ure, so fa r as w e can, the extent o f that power which is 
coming against us, that w e may not only be the better 
prepared to witlistand in the evil day, but also the better 
able to m agn ify the glorious m ight o f I l im  who, having 
himself led the way, has given  his poor fo liow ers a com­
mission to trample under foo t ail the power o f the enemv. 
IIo w  needful, therefore, how precious, are the admonitions 
o f Scripture ! “  W atch  and pray.”  “  Be yea lso  patient ; 
stablish your liearts, fo r the com ing o f the Lord  draweth 
nigh.”  * — h .

In  1842 the late Edward Bickersteth, an eminent w riter 
on prophecy, in an introduction to a volum e entitled 
11 P rin c ip a lities  and Powers in  ,”  wrote:

“ Looking at the signs o f the times, and the long neg- 
lect and unnatural déniai o f ail angelic ministration or 
spiritual influence, and at the express prédictions o f false 
Christs, and false prophets, who shall shoio signs and  
wonders, insomuchthat i f  it  were possible
deceive the very elect, and that when men receive not the 
love o f  the truth that they m igh t be saved, f o r  tins cause 
G od  shall send themstrong delusion, that they shall be- 
lieve a l ie ;  I  cannot but think there is a painful prospect 
o f a s u d d e n  r e ç o i t  and religions révulsion from  the 
présent unbelief and m isbelie f to an unnatural and un- 
distinguisliing c r e d u l i t v , when Anti-Christ shall ap- 
pear in his latest form, ‘ w ith  signs and ly in g  wonders.’ 
I  woiild, therefore, leave an earnest cautioh on the minds

* Principa lities  and Poioers , by Charlotte Elizabeth, pp. 297, 298.
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o f m y readers. Beloved , believe not everi/ sp irit, but try 
the spiritswhether they are o f  God. The Scriptures
hâve forewarned us befovehand, that we raay not be led 
away toith the error o f  the wicked, and f a l l  our
oio?i steadfastness.” * — h .

These words, written, printed, and read by the writer 
and b y  hundreds o f others, years before the commence­
ment o f the m odem  spiritual manifestations near Roch- 
ester, X . Y ., March 31, 1848, clearly foretold from  
Scripture prophecy what m ight soon be expected, and 
what lias since corne to pass. A t  that time there was a 
widespread “ unbelief and m isbelie f”  concerning ail sp ir ­
itual powers and influences. The idea o f ghosts, spirits, 
angels, démons, the devil, or any spiritual powers what- 
ever, was doubted, disbelieved, denied, scofled at, mocked 
out o f ail society, not only by  the infidel world, but by a 
large portion o f Christendom. A t  that tinte probably not 
one skeptic in ten could liave been found who believed in 
the existence o f  any kind o f spirit intelligences. This 
was the tim e o f “  unbelief and m isbelief ” — it was the 
pendulum swung clear to one side. The devil was a 
m yth ; démons were fancies, spirits were sliams, angels 
were phantoms o f the imagination. Men would not 
lieed the divine warning. They mocked at God’s révé­
lations concerning ev il angels, unclean démons, and Satan

_______ _ *

their prince. “ They received not tlie love o f the truth 
that they m ight be saved,”  and God sent on them at 
length a strong delusion. The “ sudden recoil and re- 
ligious révu lsion”  came. Throughout Christendomper- 
haps nineteen out o f tw en ty o f the skeptics, free-think- 
ers, infidels, and deists, who liad been vejecting ail év i­
dence o f spiritual existences, became firm believers in 
these newr manifestations. The stronsr delusion came.

*  P rincipa lities  and Poiuers, p. xi. See Eeasons f o r  M y  Hope. pp. 111-122.



3 2 SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS.

Infidels, backsliders, and apostates swallowed the bait, and 
the hook ! N ew  révélations, by rapping, w riting, trance- 
speaking, and ail the current methods o f spirit communi­
cations, were accepted, w ith  their follies, fables, in- 
congruities, falsehoods, and immoralities, and upon these 
communications men hâve based their hopes, rejected 
the gospel, and risked their eternal destiny.— h .

In  1840, the idea o f Spirit-communion would liave 
been scoffed at by the infîdel world. Since 1848 it  has 
corne to be a leading article in the unbeliever’s creed. 
Such a tremendous change is probably unparalleled in 
the history o f mankind. Similar manifestations hâve oc- 
curred in ail ancient time, throughout the heathen world, 
as the historiés o f those âges bear witness, but probably 
not to that vast extent which they hâve attained since 
this manifestation has swept like a whirlw ind over 
the inlidel world. Men m ay cry humbug, and talk o f 
trickery, but after ail their exposures the delusion 
rushes on like a torrent, indicating its origin and charac- 
ter by assaults upon the B ible, religion, virtue, m arriage 
and law. Its  priests, like Jannes and Jambres in E gyp t 
o f old, resist the truth, and are often  men o f corrupt minds, 
reprobate concerning the faith. I t  numbers its votaries 
by myriads. I t  is just what prophétie students antici- 
pated, and just ichen they expected to  find it revealed. 
Should not Christians, bought w ith the blood o f the Son 
o f God, and cleansed and quickened by  the H o ly  Ghost, 
beware o f this unclean and contaminating delusion ? A n d  
should not every  man and woman take care lest by giv- 
ing heed to  seducing spirits and teachings o f démons, 
they be lured away from  the pathso f virtue and religion, 
until they imbibe fatal errors, or corne under the control 
o f unclean and malicious spirits, and so be ensnared in a 
net from  which they may ne ver escape ?— h .
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poets, sages, and theologians which the world has ever known, must themselves 
regard their task as one of the utmost difficulty, and their temerity will assuredly 
end in defeat.” —Brighton Gazette.

“  A formidable list of writers are brought together.” — The Bock.
“  A very elaborate and well-arranged statement of authorities upon that highly 

important subject. I doubt not that it is well adapted to be eminently useful and 
acceptable.” — The Bight Bev. John Hopkins, Bishopof Vermont.

“  It is the best book in the whole Advent library, and the most interesting to me. 
It  is and always will be good until the Lord cornes.” —Edwin Burnham, Evangelist.

“  A treasury of reference on a glorious subject.” —The Rainbow.
66 It displays the views of leading men in the different centuries of Church’s 

history on the Millennial controversy, and it must haverequired the toil and indus- 
try of years to collect such an immense number of testimonies. In one respect it is 
a literary curiosity, as it supplies to the possessor without labor on bis part, the 
views of many hundreds of great minds on a debated question which is as fierccly 
as ever a/natter of strife.” —Presbyterian Banner.

“  The dc-slgû of this book is to show that the prevailing doctrine of the conver­
sion of the \v<V d̂ is not only of recent origin but is utterly fabulous, and it sum- 
mons a great  ̂ *owd of witnesses from various âges to render their testimony on 
this subject.” —l'uritan Recorder.

“  It  shows how the personal coming of Christ to reign on earth has been the 
hope of the church in ail âges. . . The book will prove valuable in throwing light 
upon a doctrine that is of great importance to every Christian. We know of noth- 
ing like it for fullness, accuracy, and power of argument in favor of the pre-mil- 
lennial coming of our Lord from heaven.” —National Baptist. (Phila.)

“  It is aperfect thésaurus of the whole question.” —The Watchword.
“  This book is admirably suited to enlighten those who hâve not received the 

blessed truth of our Lord’s return. Especially is it suited to show the reasonable- 
ness o f the doctrine, and its wide réception by multitudes in almost ail âges of 
the Christian church. As a record of the opinions held by the very many eminent 
men who hâve adhered to the belief in the personal reign of Christ on earth, this 
volume is a convenient reference book, and by the révision it has undergone at the 
hands of the editor, it is well brought up to the présent time.” —Episcopal Be* 
corder and Covenant.
\ BOSTON, MASS., U.S.A. : H. L. H ASTING S, 47 C O R N H ILL.
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in glancing over the field of religious literature, we hâve been unable 
to find brief, pointed,popular publications on infidelity. There are books 
in abundance, too large for popular use, and occasionally tracts, too small 
to be effective. Accordingly the A n t i - I n f i d e l  L i b r a r y  lias been issued, 
to meet this obvious and pressing want. Many thousands of them hâve 
been called for. The first number, a Lecture on the “  Inspiration of the 
Bible,” has been translated into French, German, Spanish, Swedish, 
Bohemian, etc., and several hundred thousand copies hâve already been 
scattered, in every quarter of the globe. The other numbers liave been 
received with great favor, as timely antidotes to tlie skepticism and infi­
delity which is abroad in the land.

TVliat tlie Press Say of Tliem ,
A montlily sériés of telling pamphlets, sent out with the purpose of supplying 

those who will not read large volumes, with brief, pointed, and conclusive argu­
ments against the blasphemous, skeptical assaults to which they are exposed.— 
Evangelical Messenger. We cannot conceive of publications more happily adapted 
than these to meet the objections of current infidelity to the Bible and Christianity. 
—Morning/Star. These admirable booklets should be scattered widely, as an anti­
dote to infidelity...........Mr. Hastings is doing the cause of truth great service in
these vigorous defenses of first truths and principles.—Methodist Protestant. An 
armory of repeating rifles.—Rev. J. O. Knowl&s. These pamphlets ouglit to be 
widely circulated.—The Restitution. Will repay a careful perusal and study.— 
Religious Herald. Will tend to crowd out infidelity wherever they go.— Christian 
Secretary. Rich in facts and arguments—Christian at Work. Excellent, cheap, 
neatly printed.—Z  ion' s Herald. We hope they may hâve a wide circulation.—Re­
ligious Intelligence!'% Mr. Hastings is accomplishing inuch in liis A n t i -In f i d e l  
sériés to counteract the driving tide and spirit of infidelity.—Christian Slatesman.

The folloicing numbers are issued :
1. The Inspiration o f tlie Bible. By H .  L. H a s t i n g s .  In  Eng-

lish, French, German, Swedish, Spanish, Bohemian, etc. Fourth 
Hundred Thousand. 5 cts.

This lecture should be scattered broadcast over oui* land.” — Christian Secretary. 
“ A brief argument, clear and simple.” —Herald and Presbyter. “  One of the ablest, 
best, and most stirring popular discussions of an important subject.” —Evangelical 
Messenger.

The lecture is admirable. It is short, pithy, rich in facts and arguments, and sin- 
gularly adapted to the requirements of tlie times in which we live. I  shall do my 
best to distribute it widely.—Lord Shaftesbury.

2• Egypt in History and Propliecy ; or, Pharaoh Proclaiming God. 
By B o b e r t  P a t t e r s o n , D.D. * 15 cts*

B. Infidel Testimony Concerning the Truth of the Bible. By H. 
L. H a s t i n g s . 1 0 ' cts.

4. The Testimony o f Christ to the Truth of the Old Testament.
By B. P a t t e r s o n , D.D. 5 cts.

5. The Bible Triumpliant: A  Reply to Objections. By Mrs.
H .  V .  R e e d .  25 Cts.

6 . Remarks on 44 The Mistakes o f Moses ”  By H .  L. H a s t i n g s .

5 cts.
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7. Friendly Hints to Candid Inqnirers -who Disbelieve the Bible;

By H .  L. H a s t i n g s .  . 5 Cts.
8 . The Corruptions of the New Testament. H. L. H. 15 cts.

This admirable litfile volume is just what is wanted in these days. Its object is 
fo setforth in brief compass the facts concerning the New Testament, familar enough 
to ministers and students, but generally out of the reach of ordinary readers. The 
knowledge of these facts would do much to dispel doubts raised in candid minds 
by skeptical misrepresentations. A work like this ought to hâve a wide circulation. 
— Canada Presbyterian.

9. Who Made the New Testament? The Rejected Books; the
Council of Nice and the Canon of Scripture. H. L. H. 5 Cts.

10. Scientiüc Star-Building. The Nebular Theory. By R o b e r t

P a t t e r s o n , D.D. 15 cts.
I l#  Geological Eyolution: Its Pedigree, Pretensions and Prédic­

tions. By R o b e r t  P a t t e r s o n , D.D. 15 cts,
%

12. The Origin o f L ife : Was Man Evolved from Granité? By 
R o b e r t  P a t t e r s o n , D.D. 10 cts.

18. Darwinism : The Origin of Species. By R o b e r t  P a t t e r s o n ,

D.D. 15 cts.
ERRORS OF EVOLUTION, cou tain in g the four preceding nunibers, clotli, §1.

Readers who are interested in the strife between the Word of God and its numer- 
ous foes, and especially tliose who are perplexed by the pretenses of the science of 
these days, whicli dérivés the univeise fvom a cloud of gas, and the human race 
from a race of monkeys, will be interested in reading Errors of Evolution.—Chris­
tian Witness. The conhicting statements of scientific experts, the logical inconsé­
quence, the fatal ethical and religious results of their position, ail of these are 
inarslialed agaiust them in this fervid volume.—Sunday School Times. The es- 
teemed author was determined tliat scientific infidelity, so open-mouthed in our 
day, should not hâve ail the talk to itself, and so lias filled its mouth with gravel 
from the pits of its own digging.—Soicer and Mission Monthly. These closely 
reasoned pages contain a masterly réfutation of the unwarranted assumptions of 
sciencefalseïy so called, which seeks to do away with the First Great Cause, and 
finds a solution of création and the origin of lile in a tissue of unsupported and in- 
credible fanciës.—Presbyterian Record.

11. Number in Nature : An Evidence of Creative Intelligence. A
Lecture by E d w a r d  W r i t e , London. 5 cts.

15. Atheism and Arithmetic; or, Mathematical Law in Nature.
By H .  L. H a s t i n g s . 15 cts.

This ably-written paper furnishes a line of proofs of the existence of an intelligent 
Creator and bis wondrous working.—Journal o f Education. Clear, logical, convinc- 
mg.—Presb. Record. Deals with a practical subject in a keen and vigorous way.— 
Interior. Its logic is irréfutable.—Christian Instructor.

16. Israel’ s 3Iessiahj or, “ W hy the Jews Reject Christ.” By H. L .
H a s t i n g s . 5 cts.

17. IsraePs Greatest Prophet. B yH . L. H a s t i n g s .  5 cts.
18. The Womlerful Law. By H .  L. H a s t i n g s .  20 cts.

Agir* O th er N u m bers  in  P ré p a ra t io n .
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HUDSON’S CRITICAL

CREEK AND ENGLISH CONCORDANCE.
%

A BOOK FOR ALL BIBLE STUDENTS.

A  C r i t i c a l  G r e e k  a n d  E n g l i s h  C o n c o r d a n c e  o f  t h e  N e w  T e s ­

t a m e n t .  Prepared by C h a r l e s  F. H u d s o n , under the direction of 
H. L. H a s t i n g s , editor of T h e  C h r i s t i a n . Revised and completed 
by E z r a  A b b o t , D.D., LL . D., of Harvard University. To which îs 
added a G reek-English  Lex icon  to tlie New Testament, revised by 
T h o m a s  S h e l d o n  G r e e n , M . A .  S e y e n t h  é d i t i o n , revised. Crown 
8vo. 744 pp. Price $2.00,

This is tlie first Greek and English Concordance prepared and published in Amer­
ica, and in some respects the most valuable ever published anywhere. It contains,—

I References to ail places where every Greek w ord in the New Tes­
tament inay be found,—four or five constantly recurring particles excepted.

II. A il the English  words and phrases by which these Greek words are 
rendered, botli in the text and in the margin of the Authorized Version.

I I I .  A il the various readings derived from hundreds of ancient manuscripts, 
written before the discovery of printing, and embodied in the four best éditions of 
the Greek New Testament,—those of G r i e s b a c h , L a c h m a n n , T i s c h e n d o r f , and 
T r e g e l l e s ,—to which are added the confirmatory readings of the very ancient, 
but recently-discovered, S i n a i t i c  M a n u s c r i p t .

IV. A n  index of English  words, by means of which persons entirely un- 
acquainted with the Greek language can find the original for any English word in 
any passage, and can trace and ascertain its usage and the manner of its transla­
tion throughout the entire New Testament, and can also deteçt any various read­
ings occurring in the four critical éditions above named.

It is prepared to supply the existing demand for a Greek Concordance so criti­
cal thatit will présent the latest results of Sound textual investigation, andafford 
the most learned student valuable information which lie can nowhere else so 
easily obtain ; so simple tliat the mere English reader can use it with facility in 
his studies of the word of God ; so cheap that the multitude may purchase it by 
a trifling outlay ; and so compact and portable that it may be made a constant 
companion of the traveler, the student, and the evangelist.

Itleadsthe English reader to the Greek original and its various readings. It 
leads the Greek scholar to the common English translation. It saves space by 
omitting extended quotations, referring inquirers to the passages themselves for 
further information. It furnishes the Greek alphabet, with rules of pronunciation, 
which may be mastered by an hour’s study, and thus obviâtes the necessity of an 
imperfect représentation of the Greek words in English characters. It classifies 
the passages where each Greek word occurs, reveals at a glance the number of 
ways in which it is translated in the New Testament, shows in what senses it is 
most frequently or more rarely used, exhibitîng in their order, first, the primary, 
and afterwards the several more remote senses of the different terms. It présents 
ail the important various readings, includingin its appendix the latest changes 
in the eigbth édition of Tischendorf s New Testament, and it combines with these 
peculiarities a cheapness of cost and convenience of form which bring it within 
the means of the student, enabling him to hâve it always beside him.

The critical value of the work to the learned is indicated by the fact that it 
was constantly used and heartily commended by ail tlie New Testament revisers, 
and there is probably no one book in existence which points out so many 
of the facts and considérations which influenced them in the changes they 
made in the Revised New Testament.

The value of the book for the unlearned may be inferred from the fact that 
Prof. L. T. Townsend, D.D., after carefully examining it, ordered four hundred cop­
ies to be used in their liome studies of the members of the Chautauqua School o f 
Theology, of which he was Dean.

Every minister and Bible student should hâve a copy of this Concordance.

H. L, HASTINGS, Boston, Mass. MARSHALL BROTHERS. London.



CH01CE BOOKS-HOME SERIES.
B ï  H . L .  H A S T IN G S .

*** “ We hâve often been at our wits end to find something to read at our 
mothers’ meetings. The volumes of Mr. Hastings just meet our requirements.’ 
—E. W. Bullinger, D.D., Vicar o f St, Stephen's, Waltliamstow.

THE FAM ILY CIRCLE ; a colleetion of Anecdotes and Inci­
dents adapted to interest, instruet, and profit ail members of the family ; fur- 
nishing delightful and useful reading for the home, and abounding in facts and 
illustrations useful to Ministers, Teachers, Evangelists, &c. ByH. L. Hastings. 
Crown 8vo., cloth, 85 cts.

“ A very interesting, valuable, and judicious sélection of ‘ gems.’—Central 
Christian Advocate.

“ Itw ill make pleasant and profitable reading for short intervals of leisure, 
which we do not wish to waste.” —Episcopal Methodist.

“  Admirably suited for a présent or a prize. Some of the counsels to 
husbands and wives are particularly good.”—Leeds Mercury.

READINGS FOR LEISURE MOMENTS: a Collection of
Miscellanies, earnest, sensible, devout, and practical ; applying Divine truth to 
daily duty, and encouraging to ail good words and works. By H. L  H astings. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, * 85 cts,

“  Mr. Hastings has a happy facility of getûng hold of the right illustration to 
enforce Biblical truth. The tone of this sériés of books is good, and they will be, 
we trust, helpful to many pious hearts, and in leading the young aright.”— 
Golden Rule.

“ A sériés of short essays, written with point, ease, and grâce. The easy style 
of the practised writer is apparent on every page. The subjects are infinitely 
important ones, which concern the interests of the human soûl. We wish there 
were more Editors who possessed the ability and disposition to write such 
articles.” — Episcopal Recorder.

FIRESIDE READINGS FOR H APPY HOMES. Written
and selected by H. L. H a s t i n g s . A collection o f  taies, sketches, incidents, and 
earnest words ; instructive, stirring, and healthfully stimulating to young and 
old. Crown 8vo., cloth, 85 cts.

“ A more than ordinarily interesting book. Bead in the family circle, they 
w ill light up with cheer, and make profitable many an hour."-^Journal and 
Messenger.

“  Such a book as this is designed to make ail homes happier by its excellence 
and variety of brief and pithy sélections ”—Presbyterian Journal. ̂

“ Many of the articles will tend to malce homes happy. The piecôs are short, 
and touch many interesting subjects.”—Independent Methodist.

“  Well worthv of the title, and will tend to make happy the homes it enters. 
The binding is very neat and tasty. The sentiment of the book is Scriptural, 
the style good, and the sélections well calculated to make one pass a pleasant 
evening at the fireside.”—BaHimore Presbyterian.

“  Another of the new and valuable books of the 4 Home Sériés,’ issued by Mr. 
Hastings. It  consists of remarkable narratives, short pithy articles, and various 
poems, admirably suited for family reading. Nearlv everything that tends to 
the formation and préservation of family happiness and safety cornes up sooner 
or later in these interestiDg pages. Love, courtship, marriage, relations of hus­
bands and wives, and thetraining of children, are wisely and wittily dealt with. 
But the greater part of the book is calculated to be of general, moral, and reli- 
gious usefulness, and contains many excellent hints and rules for guidance 
through life. We could especially wish that ail young people, whether male or 
female, would read it before taking the first step towards entering upon married 
life.”—Leeds Mercury.

BOSTON, MASS; H. L. HASTINGS, 47, COENHILL. 
LONDON: MARSHALL BROTHERS, 10 PATERNOSTER ROW



THE Ch r ist ia n .

THE SAFEGUARD:

EDITED BY H. L. HASTINGS.

A  LARGE, L IT E , ILLUSTRATED 1 6 -P A G E  M O NTH LY,

Fam ily , "Réligious, T em pérance  P a p e r .
Comprising Four Distinct Four-Page Papers.

TUF P U R  I QTI A Containing Records of Providences, Answers to prayer, 
I D u  u n î l l O  I I H I l i  Facts. Incidents, Poetry, Music, and choice Miscella- 

neous and reading for ail classes, young and old, ricïi and poor, great and sjnall.
With its powerful original pictures illustrating the 
evils of drunkenness and vice; devoted to the ad- 

vocacy of gospel tempérance, sound moralité7, and vital and practical religion.

M ARR / in R V .A H  anti-infidel paper, devoted to the defense of the Gospel,
H i l I V I U I I  ï  b Bible Study, Scripture évidences, and the confutation of 

the prevailing Intidelity and Skepticism of the day.
T h û  P n m m n n  Donnlû»  Flustrated, and filled with the choicest popular 
I llu UUIIIIIIUII I UUÜIui reading for persons of ail classes, âges and conditions.

I t  is printed from clear type, on fine book paper, and is full of true stories, 
Christian teacliing, and sound cominon sense. Sectarianism, controversy, politics, 
advertisements, puffs, pills, and patent medicines are excluded from its colunms.

Ternis, One Dollar a year, in Advance.
Five C op ies$4 ; Tiventy Copies, § 1 2 ;  In  the British Empire, 4 sh illin gs .

To ministers, missionaries, sunday scliools, reading rooms, or for distribution, or 
as gifts to the poor or to friends, 60 cents a year.

V

Opinions of tlie Press.
“ An excellent Journal.” —N . Y. Independent. “ In every respect excellent.” — 

Sabbath Recorder. “  A living, earnest, fearless, pungent, and faithful religious 
paper.” —Balston Journal. “  The most unsectarian paper in the world .” —Sharon 
M irro r . “ The nicest paper of the kind we hâve seen.” —Peekskill Enterprise. 
“  A more than ordinarily spiritual paper.” —Mission Harvester. “  The best Chris­
tian paperin America.” — Griffin Adveriiser. “ A  marvel o f cheapness.” —Monthly 
Record. “  A  first-class religious and family paper.” —Steuben Republican. “ We 
knovv.of no better tempérance paper.” —Morning Star. “ The cheapest and most 
decidedly pious. paper in the land.” —Sunday Morning. “  Thoroughly evangelical 
in tone.” — Pacific Evangelist. “  No paper coming to our table contains more 
or purer gospel.” — Our Home Journal. “  Thoroughly evangelical and undenom- 
inational.” — CJiurch Union. “ O neof the best Christian papers in the country.” — 
Herald o f Gospel Liberty. “ O neof the largest and best papers published in the 
country.” —Labor of Love. “ The best family paper published in New England.”  — 
Tabernacle Candlestick. “  Free from denominationalism. and containing much val- 
uable religious reading.” —Quarterly o f the Y. M . C. A. o f America. “  That excel­
lent paper, T h e  Ch r is t ia n .” —British Herald. “  One of the best o f the American 
periodicals.” —London Christian Times.

W ords from  W orkers.
“ My husband is very busy, as you know, but lie fàkes the time to look through 

your paper; something lie does not do to others. He is much interested in the 
paper and wishes it more and more success.” —Mrs. D. L . Moody. “  I like T h e  
C h r i s t i a n  for its uniform soundness.” —George Muller. Dr. John Cumming, of 
London, said: “  An excellent paper; I wisli every one would take it.”  Mr. C. H.
Spurgeon said, in 1875, “  T h e  C h r i s t i a n  is the best paper that cornes to me.”

“  It  lias been a great help to me in my preaching. I liave never had a mlmber 
that I  did not find anecdotes and illustrations of the greatest practical value in 
bringing out the simplicity of the Gospel.” —D. W. Whittle. “ An admirable pa­
per for general distribution. We usetliem largely in our work.” —Rtissell Sturgis, 
Jr.. President Boston Y. M. C. A. “  Wishing you God speed in your work of 
evangelization, and prosperity in the circulation of your live paper, I  am most truly 
yours, John B. Gougli.”The Little Christian ,An élégant, illustrated semi-montlily paper for the

Agents Wanted.
young ; 30 cts. a year, fifty copies to one address $8,

Address H. L. H A S T IN C S ,
Scriptural Tract Repository,

* 47 Cornhill, Boston, Mass.




