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1~~XPERiiIE~rrAL PSYCHOLOGY. 

Tm: eo111mittc>e !ins reeein'<l fhe l11111clrecl ret11rnR of Blank F, 1 

with th<' ausw<>rs to the questions c·onc·erni11g snpNstitio11s, ancl liYe 
l11111clrecl :111(1 fifty postal eard::,; with the clingrams as n•q11<'Rte1l. The 

latter promise i11tc>reRti11g results, but in order to tah11latc them in 

s11ch a rna1111t•r ns to permit safe <ledndio11s it is IH'CPssnr,r to spcncl 
more C'are ancl time upon them than has been possible• in tlw short 

perio<l wliieh ha:-; clapsecl si11<:e the eollcction wa;; eompletcd. Yom 

committ<-e, tht>refon•, requests lH'l'lllissiun to report in full upon the 
<lrnwi11gs nt a suhsc>q11P11t meeting of the Soeiety. 

The qt1c•stions 011 Blank F were intended to tei,;t the prernlPnec of a 

ternleney to superstition in the eomrn1111ity. Tiu• first threu questions 

were direc·t. The fo11rth was indireet, in thnt the a11sw<·r clc•pp1ulecl 
upon a \':triety of factors; a 11umlwr of J)L'l'SIHIS cx1n•ps-;pcl th<' opi11ion 

that the question was bncll,r p11t. This opinion was gratifying, as it 

showecl thnt th<' nature of the condnsio11 to he clra wn from the 
nnswers to this q11estio11 was not 1111clerstoo1l, nncl that thc>reforc the 

n11swers were more likely to he entirely u11biassecl. 

It is t>Yident that the qn<>stions 1-3 2 inquire not only whether the 

rcspondc•11t bl'licn•s i11 tlw ~IIJ>l·rstition 11a11wcl, but also whether he 
has that form of half-lwlief, with wltieh we are all l'amiliar, when 011r 

reason approvps out with doubt, or eYen actually clisappro,·es, while 

1 St'e p. 209. 
2 :::ihould you be i11fluenced by any fc•cling (whelhPr implyinir n hPli<'f or not, I~ immntcrial) in 

reganl to: -
1. Bitting down thirteen nt table? 
2. Beginning n voy al!c on l<'ri<lay? 
3. s.,eing the new moon ovPr your IPfl sboulth•r? 



th,·n· lill!.!<'l'S i11 tltP mind a fe<'li11g. p(•rliap~ lllll'l':1-;onahll' aull 0yc11 

pron,l...i11g :llld llIH't>lllfurtal,h•. wlti1·h w~ 1·a1111ot :-.hak,• off. Tims it 

Illa_\' I"· pn••.i1ml'd tl1:1t 110 on(• in tliis :llldi1·11tl' IH·liPn•s in thP <·lli<•:t('_\' 

of "itl'l11•::i' lon•-putions "r philtt-r-,: hut then· :ire prnl>:il,Iy sen•r:tl 

wli() lwli,·,·L· in thL• tH'tUITl'II<'<' of mind-r,·:t<lill!.!, ur tlie reality of 

tliou;.d1t-trnm,f<'l'('lite :h :111 net u:il prn,sil,ility; "hil1• othL'r:-i, though 

tlH·y do JH>t thPru11ghly lu·lil·Ye i11 it, yet (·otdd 11ot :tYoid all u11c:1n11y 

frl·li11g if' tlH·y ('II<'UUllt(•rctl :lll in:...tauL·1· of a Yisio11 of a dbt:lllt dying 

)H'l'l:H>II :qqw:iri11g tu a fri1•11<l. 'I liL'se ex:1111plu; sCJ'\"(' to illustrate 

di-,l><•lil•L l>l'li<·f'. a11d h:ilf-l>l'liL•f 11·sp<•l·tin·ly. If :tll_Y OIH' :111sm•n·d 

our qnl'sti"11:- 11P!.!:ttin·ly the :tihwer implil·d l'lltire dislJL'lil'f; if 

nllirm:tti,·ely, t 111'11 the a11s,Y1•r eithl•r I H·lid 01· halt'-i1<·I ief. Tlie form 

of the qu1•stio11s was sL•l<·l'l<•d purpos(•ly. l>L·<·a11:-;e thc <·ommittee 

r<'g:mled the:-.<' Hl)H'rstitio11s a-; 011 the H'I-gt' uf' exti11l'I ion. and 

:1ltliough f:1ith i11 tll('lll wn-i :1huo:-1t gum•, th(•y l'X)>l'l'te<l to find a. 

e1·rtai11 liug,•ring n•..,1u•(•t for tltL•rn, ju:-.t as trnl' r1')HJl1liea11s. d1•..,pitc 

:ill reasrn1, h:1,·l' ill\ olu11tarily mon• a,H• for a king than a president. 

TIH· :u1s,Yers -,how th:1t tlw tl'IHll'lll'_\' to superstition i..; 1n11ch more 

pn·,·ah·nt than Wl' h:id :111tieipat1•(l. 

TlH• fuur1h (ttH•-,tio11.1 i11 regard to lt:1u11h-ll liousl·s, would naturally 

h(• a11s,n•rl'd "·ith "Yes" 111nn• frP<p1e11tly. l><·l·:tuse Hot unly the 

f ador,; llll'llti()lll'd for t IH• thrl'e j>l'l'\' io11s qu<•st i()lls, hnt ()! lll'n; also, 

would h•ad to tl1P answl'r" Y 1·s." ~ollH' p,•rs, ,ns would like tu s1•e a 

gho:-,t; oth,•rs \\'()(1hl lik1• to prn\'e thnt tll(' h:11111ting is :ill 11011s<•11sL', 

:tlld to :-;1•L·un• tlH•ir (•ha1H·1• would pn•fpr tlw ha1111tL·d hll1J:-,1'. Otltl'l':-­

\\mild f'P:ll' th:1t, th ,ugli tlH• h"ll"l' euuld llllt I>,• h:1n11tL•d, yd it 111·µ:ht 

lH• till' s1'('l'L't J'l•...,ort of di..,111 lh·rly )>l'I's1rn..; wliose doings li:1d gi\'L'll 

ri...,P :1lld l 0 il'<"t1latirn1 tu :-;lori,·s :il>out tlH' lto11:-,l'. ~till ol•tC'l's \\·01ild l,p 

i11tln1•n<..· ·d l>y tl11• 1•:xp<'l0 t:1tion of' dillit-11lt11•s d11e to supl•1:--titio11:-; of 

:-;(•J'\':lllls. Th,• lli...,1•11:-.sioll of tl11•s1' and :-,i111il:1r f:1d1n·s ll·:ids your 1'lllll­

lllitt1•l• to tlii11k tli:it tl11• qnP:-.tion in thl' forlll put would l,ri11g- out 

allirn1:1tin· a11sw1•rs rroll), J :--t, thll:--(' \\ ho h:1d ll('lid ()r l1:ilf-h1•li1•f in 

l'l'~:1rd to h:11111ti11~ 11f 1Ion:-,1•s: :?d. tltos1• \\ lio tliouµ:ht tire belief to 

li:1n• a ... uflil'i1•11t st.1nding in the eon111111Hity to 1•:trn fol' it a l'L'I'taiu 

<l •gn•1• (If l'on..,id1•r:1tion. 

!"-t>llll' of thl' l'L'"jllllldl·nts h:HL' :tddl•d l'X)ll:lll:1tory n•n1ark~ to tltPir 

:u1sw1•r:-,. ..\ frw of tl1l'Sl' n•1u:11·ks :tl'l' quot,•d hen· a-- n·rilil':1tio11:-; ()f 

wh:tt h:1s l>L•1•n said i11 rrg:ud tu the 111L•11t:d :ittitudl's :1ss11111l'd tow:inls 

t)ll' <Jlll'stillllS: -

1 Sh ,111 I )Oil he intl lll '(•(1 hy 1t11y fr,·li• I! wl ·tlu•r i111pl,ri1 ~ a hl'lh f, r 11ut I, immat,·rial in 
r<'.r ,r,I to· -

.J. ('lun••i II.', Pll y,·1 I' ow11 :H' 1111111, hl'IWl'l'll two othLl'\\i~,· ,. 11a Iy (lt~irablc hutr~l's, 011,• of 

wl; ·h wa• I'( )lilt( ,I I , hi' h:11111tnl ~ 
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To 3, " I hnve no iden thnt seeing the moon o,·er either shoulder 
has the slightest i11tl11ence on nnstlting thnt is to occur. Still, having 
heard the thing talked of when I wns younger, I almost im;tinetively 
try to 8C(' the new moon correctly." To 1, " Slight feeling; 110 
belief." To i. '· Xot ::rnllicil'nt tu stop me;" arnl nuothcr, "I should 
not mind beginning a voynge on Friday; lrnt in 11iaking any experi­
ment. or beginning on any serious aud to rne important work, I should 
pl'cfcr to postpoIH' until 1wxt day." To 3 nµ;nin, '' Yes (slight pass­
ing IIIH'asin('SS)." 

To q11e..;tion 4, nhout the haunte(l houses, come many nnswe1·s with 
remarks nppendl'd, of whielt the following arc s:unples: " Yes, not 
only because h(•re<litar_,. k11<knc:ics arc more prompt than rntiocina­
tiorn,, but abo because I would not want to be hotliere<l with fill(liug 
out au<l rc111l'dying the mceh:rnical C':rnses." - •· Pr:1ctieal considera­
tions, s11eh as s<·1·,·a11t:-.1, de., wo11hl g-1•nernlly 111:tkc me n·jed n 
'h:rn11tcd' hmi..;c."-" Yes. Can't f-Wll it again. l-:-rnally means 
rats." - .. Per:-;011ally 110; although I might he i11flue11ced by likeli­
hou<l of relatin·:s or friends disliking to ,·i:sit a house rl'pute<l to be 
hau11l<'d." - •• I h:-n-c thought on•r this (question) how l'idie11lu11s and 
foolish it i--, y<•t I feel as U1ough I must s:ty yl's." - "Yes; hut 011l_y 
from the inYe:-tlll<·11t poi11t of view." - '' l think I should prefer to 
li,·e iu the ghostl<>ss hollS(' unless the other te11a11ts were unusually 
quiet. l\Iy wit'c says, how(•n•r, that she has nlwnys wnnte<l to li,·c 
in a haunt<•d house.'' - ·• [ sho11l(l cltousc the hau 11t<•d house, so it 
might affonl thL• opport11nity of exploding the sup<'rstition." - "I 
::-;honl<l snspeet some canst• for the l'l'}>Utatio11 of n hons<· being 
ha1111tt>d, like rnttli11µ; bli11ds, rats, had dr~1inagt•, closeness, (•tc. 

l\Ioreo\"cl', I would rather lin~ i11 a house \\'hen• good people had li\'c(l 
titan low :tnd ,·ieio11s OIIl'S. 1 ha\'(' f'dt that i111l11PIH·e." - "Yes, oue 
<lay; no, the ll(•xt." - .. I ha,·c 110 frar of a haunt(•d house. I fully 
hl'lie\'e i11 tl)(•ir exi:ste11eP." - "1 ~houl<l he n11xio11s to inw•stigate." 

The answers, then, to tlH· first three q11eHtions would indieate the 
p1·e,·:tl(•11t•(~ of a lf'11dl'111·y to superstition, \\'hilc the answers to the 
fourth question would indi(•atc the sa111e, plus the willingness to treat 
a certain superstition with respt•ct, or at least n show of it. 

The ~mswL•rs ha\'e heen tabuln,ted acconli11g to sex and age, as 
shown in the following tables: -
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TAnLL 1. .:'IIEN. 

(jl E,.,TIOX, 

.\gr. T-,tal 
:o;u. I• .. a . --i. 

YcK. :--.u. y, ~- ::\o. Yl'•. No. ). ('ii, :-.o. 

I:! ).j :1 0 :i 0 :1 :! 
lli-:!O 14 2 1:! 1 1:i l:! H G 
:!I :!.i .-.o 4 4ti 4.i i 4:.! :!4 2!i 
:!Ii :111 la) Ii .i-l 4 [jfj ;) r: -.,,, 21 3G 
:n :l.i 4i :i 4:! ~ 42 (i :1i1 J.t. :11 
; ~ t j HI :1:i ;; 2-..: 4 :2!) j :!'I 1 .• ,) l!) 

41 t.i ::o :!8 l :!!I :! 2S 1
., ., 17 

4ti-.-,,, :~ :! ;; :!i 5 .,-_, Ii 21; 1 :1 1:1 
r>1 . -.. ; 1.-. (l l,i 0 Li 1 14 8 7 
.ifi (if) 1-l. I 1 ~i l 1:i •> 11 10 4 ., 
ti:i j'O (i 0 Ii 0 G a :! 4 
7:!-,-; 1 1 4 () r, 4 1 
Not gin•n. 0 :! 0 :! 0 :! :! 0 

Total:-1 :111:1 ::?" . :!t>O :!,i . :!8-l :tJ . 27!) 1:iG . 1-9 , _ 

TABLE II. WO:\IEN. 

Qt E~TJON", 

\1.:e. 
Totnl 
:o;u, 

I, 2. a. I• ' .... Xu. Ye~. Xu. Yl'~- Xu. Ye1-1. No. 

12 ),'j ;i 0 1 4 :! 3 4 1 
1 fj :!O !?!' 7 ~:! 4 ~.-, ,; 2:1 lD 10 
:!l 2,) :1:i :i !10 8 :.!._) :i :w .,-_, (j 

:!ti :HI :w -I :!Ii :! t~ Ii :!I 18 11 
:n :ti :.!I ~ v, .:; lfi t, 1:1 14 i 
3(i IO 2:1 4 rn 4 rn 4 rn 8 14 
11-4.j 11 4 7 u :i t, 7 4 
4fi .i() G :1 :i 4 :i 3 :! 4 
:-.i .i.i 11 4 l 10 :l 8 ~I 2 
;;-; ti:I 4 :i 1 0 4 :! :! 4 0 
tifi 70 ., () ~ 0 :1 1 :! 3 0 ,, 
~ot l,.!hl'll. l.i 5 10 4 11 4 11 11 -i 

Total, Wl 40 I;; 1 33 . l.'iS 45 . l lG l:!G . 63 
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The comparison of thrse tables shows at once n marked differrncc 
lwtwern the mrn nncl the women. There are n11swers from :10v mPn 
nnd 1 \)1 womrn. The women arc younger than the men, as is 

bronght out i11 detail by 

T.\IH,E III. 

Age . 
1\len . 
"rOlllCII. 

12-l;j 16-20 11-2fJ 26-30 31-3;j :1G-40 41-•t;j 

l\Ie11 

"romcn 

~3 
5 

4<i-50 

3:! 

G 

1-1 
:rn 

51-55 
i.-, 

11 

r,o <iO 
3 n 

,) 30 

5G-G0 

1 ·1 
0 

The aYcrngc of all the ngcs gi,·cn is: -

::\fen: - 3G· 1G yrnrs. 
""omen: - 2.'j•82 yenrs. 

45 3•) 
,) 30 

21 23 11 

G0-70 70-80 Xot <riYen ::-, 

(j i) 2 

4 3 15 

The difference is presnmably rclnted to the charnctcr of the 
nnswers. 

Of the 111011 about 011c-tr11th cxpres::; n tcn(h•m·y towards supersti­
tion by nuswl'ring questions L 2, :} aflin11:1tin•ly. Therc lwi11g ;JO!) 

rrspondeutH 0110-tenth would he nearly 31, :uul there :ire 28, 2,5, B!) 

aflirmatiYc answers to qut>stio11:-, I, 2, nnd 3 respe(·tin.~ly. Of the 
women. 011 the contrary, a bont 011e-tifth answt>r nfllnnativrly. The 
total 1111mher of women i:-; UJl, one-fifth wo11hl lip aho11L ;3,'°'; the women 
answl'r Yes 40, a:~. nrnl -L, times to <p1estio11s t, 2, and 3 respectively, 
or 38~ times on the awragc. 

In rrgnnl to qne:-;tirin 4 the result i:-:1 si111il:1r; con:-;i<lembly less 
than one-half the men (1:JG ont of ;3()K) answered 1 .. es. Of the 

wonw11, <•xnctly two-thir<ls (1:2(i ont of P-iD). 
If we eomparc next the fourth que:-;tion with the pn•cc<ling we 

see that the 1111mber of :1flin11ntin• n11..,wer::; to question -i is for men 
over four times, for women about Lhrve times n:-; great as to q11e:-;tions 
1-3. 

Another point to he 11ote(l is that for th<' first thrc>c <111cstio11s 
thrrc is au order of prcc<>cle11ec, whieh is the same for both sexes as 
regards the allirmalin~ replies: -

Que11tion. :\Jen. ,vomen . . , 
3!) ,L, '--' 

1H 40 
i :i;"j a:J 



Th<• l'oi1wid<'11ee i"' pl'Oh:tbly 11ot tltt> re"'ult of Pha11ce, hut indicates 

n pn·v:1l<•11t ord<·r of prL•f'Pl'l'IH'l', awl we may s:ty that then· is 11101·c 

fn.•qu<·11tly :t lL•11d<•1I<'Y to supen;titio11 about s<·<·i11g-the Ill'\\" moon over 

the left i,houlder than al1()11t sit ti11g dow11 tltirtr<•t1 to ta hie 01· l>L•p:i11-

ni11~ a Yo_Y:tgl' 011 Friday. Tiu· s11pl'rstitio11s wltil'lt are of <listi11dly 

l'hri"tia11 origi11 lt:1,·<· less hold tlta11 the Oil<' wltieh is purely pagan, 

at ll':t--t hy gt'lll'r:tl 1·<·pute. This curiou-; fad will :l\rnkcu Sl'\'eral 

illteresti11g <Jll< -;lions in every 011c's 111i11d. 

111 c.·ut1L·lu:-.io11, it 111·1y lH• said that so f:ir :t<; our :-;tati-;tics go, -

of the <'dlll':ttl'd portiu11 of mu· <'01111111111ity, ahollt 011e rnan ill tl'n 

:tlld two \\Olll<'ll ill tL-11, h:1n• a t<•ntlc.:tll'Y to supt•r.stitio11, and that 

about four llll'll in tl·n, and :-;ix women in ten. are iueline<l to pay 

som<• attl'1itio11 to a t'.llpC'l'stitio11 al'tnally <>neount<•re<l. ThPsc pro­

portio11s an• not 011ly ,·p1•y l:trg<• i11 thems0ln•s, but much larger th:rn 

your eu111mittl'l' a11til·ip:ttl'd. Th<· wcll-edueatcll d:tss of ~l'\\' Eng-
1:lll<ll'l's is probably !IS rntioll:tlistie :1 hods of' persOll<; :1s any l,!<'0-

grn phi<·:tl group iu tliL· world. Tire rt•s11ll:-i of 011r stati-;t ies may be 

e011sid1·1'l'<l :1:-; f:1irly l'l'JH'e-;l'llt:ttin·. lll'tH•e we must lwlit•,·e that 

en•11 in tlIL' 111ost rntio11alistie (·011111lllllity th<•r<> i..; to-day a large pro­

portio11 of tit<• i11di\"idu:tl 111e11ilwrs, espceially of the wonwn, whose 

minds inlinhit thl· bonler-1:rnd, at h•a-;t, of s11perstitio11. Thi:-; dis­

l'OY<·ry. a"' \H' lwlit•\ <' 011r t·ottl'lti...iu11 will appear to many of yo11, is 

Yer., :-.ig11itie:rnt i11 Yi<•w of tll<' work ,d1il'li has he<'II 11ndertakc11 of 

eollel'ti11g :-.tori<•~ from thl' puhli<·, th:it is to s:1y. from lllL'llll>l't's uf the 

p11lili<·. It hi11<ls 11"' to gr<•atl'r <·:111tio11 tl1:rn <·,·er, for l'l':tsons that 

art• tou oliYiou-; to requin• f11rthrr exposition. 

Tltat wo11ie11 :tl'l' 111ore illdi11L•<l towards superstition is probably dnc 

in part to tit<· l'11ar:tl'ter of thl·ir <•dneation, in part to tlw ahsL'lll'C of 

th:1t b11ffl'li11g with t lie world ,, hil'h hri11gs 11w11 closer to aetualities. 

Ilow far t!H• i1H·li11:ttio11 is inhl'rent i11 the femini11e nature we leayc 

u11deeided. 

Cl I.AH LES S. ~I I XOT, Clwirman. 



A~IERICAN SOCIETY FOR PSYCHICAL RESE.ARCII. 

CmnIITTEE ox ExPETIDIEXTAL P::;YCilOLOGY. 

Yon arc requested to fill up this lJlank a1Hl :scrnl it to th(' 

Secretary, H1CIIARn IIonG:;ox, ~> Boylston Plaep, Bm,ton, l\fn:-;s. 

All answers arc private, and will not be shown, except to 

the Committee and its <·lt'rks. 

ArhlrPss, 

Occupation, 

..t1ge, 

.. Natim,ulity, 

Should you be injluencecl by an!J feeling ( ichether implyin!J 

a belief 01· not is im1natc1·ial) in reucircl tu: 

1. Sitting down thirteen at tabll'? . 

2. Beginning a voyage on Friday?. 

3. Seeing the new moon over yom left shoulder? 

4. Choot-ling, 011 your own acco1111t, between two 

otherwise equally dt·sirahlc houses, one of' 

whieh was rcpute<l to be haunkd? 

ANSWEH. 

J'ES or .NO. 








