














6 INTRODUCTION.

truthful and kind-hearted as he I have always cher-
ished a hope of converting, at last, to the true Faith.

And the best proof of some unusual merit in the
following articles, is, to my mind, in the fact that they
have evidently made an impression on Tom, for he
sent an exquisitely carved font to our church recently
from no one knows where. After a careful perusal of
the articles I have found nothing contained ’in them
directly opposed to the Apostles’ Creed, and several
things quite consistent with the teachings of the
church, therefore, since Mrs. M. is a churchwoman, and
accepts the sacraments, I presume she is a very good
woman, indeed, in spite of her abnormal and unac-
countable peculiarity of ‘hearing voices,” and hope
her prayers may always keep the evil one from her.
Still it seems to me very dangerous to subject one’s self
thus to an unknown influence; and for myself, I should
scrupulously avoid all such ways, deeming the Bible
alone “sufficient unto salvation” as taught by the
fathers. '

Yet these articles, lying upon my hands, have been
an ever-increasing burden of care to me; and for the
sake of those who are stumbling away from God, like
poor Tom Jeffreys, I have concluded to give them to
the public, trusting that when any averted faces are
turned, by this or any other influence, toward the
light, they may gradually and surely be led to perceive
the “True light which lighteth the whole world.”

If any condemn my course in this I recommend
him to that Charity which should be cherished toward
all men.
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The subjoined letter from Tom, and following
articles, are just as I received them from him by mail
with much astonishment one morning not quite a year
ago. i M. KARL.









10 TOM JEFFREYS LETTER.

and all that sort of a thing, you know,—husband
smokes.

One evening we got to talking about a lot of spirit-
ualists that were having a powwow of their own in the
town, with ghosts, and table-walkings, and no end of
queer doings—one medium woman thrusting her face
repeatedly into the flame of a lamp without being
burned. (Some acid on it, probably, though they said
not.) Well, Mrs. M. (she objects to having her name
given) expressed herself quite strongly as opposed to
“modern spiritualism,” because of the immorality and
license which many of the class who sail under that
name allow themselves, claiming their own personal
desires and instincts to be superior to all Christian
teachings; yet are tolerated, together with barefaced
fraud, by others in the ranks whose own lives are pure.

I rather took the side of the independent thinkers,
claiming a man is justified who honestly acts a convic-
tion, no matter what that conviction may be; though
of course I believe their magnetism and clairvoyance
and mediumship all bosh !—all to be explained by nat-
ural causes if they were understood.

Judge of my surprise next morning when Mrs. M.
gravely handed me an article purporting to be through
“inspirational writing.”” She claims to have ¢heard
voices” since her childhood; that ‘“the wvoice” has
always helped her toward all things good and admon-
ished her when wrong. Her husband bears out her
assertions, but is unwilling her name should be made
public.

She says that lately she has been able to write what
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spirit nerves are no longer used or needed in the new
form, hence they are suspended—dropped just where
they were left off using, as a workman drops his tools
in a shop where he leaves his task, and the tools
remain as he left them till he or another workman
picks them up; so with the spirit nerves, they are
implements through which the spirit mind acts, and
when that mind comes in contact—‘“en rapport”—
with another mind in a mortal frame the mortal mind
takes cognizance involuntarily of the situation of the
workshop whose tools are about to operate upon his
mortal state in place of his own native tools.

Because, of course, when a spirit comes back to
control a mortal frame, or use a mortal brain, he must
use the same spirit possibilities, or 700/s, that he used
in earth life, not the same set of implements, the new
possibilities that he now has use for in his spiritual
existence.

After awhile, and as he uses these faculties through
other organisms, these old conditions pass away—he
changes the positions of his tools, I may say, as he
uses them. The old picture upon his spirit nerves is
obliterated, and as no new mortal impressions can be
formed of pain or pleasure he ceases to impress any
picture of mortality upon a medium, because the con-
ditions cease to exist. Also, if he understand how, he
may exert his wz// to overcome such effect upon the
spirit nerves of the medium.

Or, after time enough, he may drop these old possi-
bilities entirely by the acquisition of new ones.

A spirit thus advanced cannot control a medium to






ARTICLE IIIL

QUESTION.
What is Evolution ?
ANSWER.

T is spirit conception thrown off from the mind of

God working upward, as the seed planted in the

soil works out its possibilities toward reproducing the
prototype of the plant from whence it came.

The ever-radiating possibilities from the All-pervad-
ing mind, constantly acting upon the forces, fixed and
fastened by immutable laws, must yet, like all things
else in the universe, be subject to the law.

Having foreseen and ordained laws sufficient to
control all that is, the Omnipotent mind must confine
itself to the conditions of the self-imposed law, else
God becomes the destroyer of his own creation.

All means having been ordained, and all life brought
forth as a revelation of his own power and glory, it is im-
possible to conceive that his will can ever come in con-
flict with his own plan, since his wisdom is omnipotent.

The forces of creation are so balanced and harmo-
nized that they always tend from seeming chaos and
confusion to great glory and magnificent exhibition of
power and wisdom.

25
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more favorable conditions for development; mark
again, after it has exhausted for itself the second con-
dition of existence, its new evolutions into angel, and
again after time (which loses its limit to mental con-
sciousness now) into higher angel, and higher and
higher—dependent only upon the height to which we
have ourselves attained, whether the ladder reaches
in its successive rounds on upward to Infinity itself, or
whether the God-mind to which we owe our existence
and conditions of existence is also ever progressing,
and thus receding from us, we have no means of deter-
mining.

As you judge a man by his actions, and what you
can perceive of the moral and mental conditions
through which his actions work, so can we judge of the
Omnipotent only by what we can perceive of his laws,
and of the tendencies of the higher types of his crea-
tion.

There is much argument in the spheres, and much
to support either theory, that the Infinite mind keeps
steadily in advance of all his myriad train of followers
by ever-acccumulating force and development within
himself, just as we develop or evolve and roll onward;
and contrary: that his mind is fixed, immutable, un-
changeable, undeveloping, self-sustaining, as he has
fixed the suns in their systems.

But it seems to me these arguments are not profit-
able to dwell upon. The most desirable things for us
to find out are the things most conducive to our most
symmetrical and perfect unfolding in the stage of ex-
istence in which we are.
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If we can only take up from the soil in which we
are growing the attributes most necessary to our indi-
vidual and peculiar development, when we make our
evolutions, there will be no looking backward, no with-
ering blight of regret to outgrow, no mildew of preju-
dice to wipe out, no pains of conscience to endure, when
we look into the clearer mirror of a new existence.

And the one who thus gains the most increasing
energy, with the least to retard his upward tendencies,
leaves far in the wake those who take with them men-
tal burthens from one stage of existence to the next.

Truly the kingdom of heaven is within you; and
never hope or expect to gain it without the circle of
your own individual spirit.

He who is miserable and complaining on earth will
be miserable and complaining in his next stage of
existence until he has developed a self-poise that is
self-sustaining. And he can never progress beyond that
next stage nor into all of 7zs best conditions, prepara-
tory for the new evolutions of spirit life, until he has
developed such a self-poise.

The successive developments being now purely
spiritual, of course the evolutions depend upon his
mental (or soul) health, as on earth it is determined by
the condition of his body.

Labor, then, in your earth life for that mental poise
of péaceful equanimity and loving charity and helpful-
ness toward others that may give you even on earth
that state of heavenly kingdom that will afterward ele-
vate you to a more rapid evolution onward through the
spheres.



ARTICLE 1IV.

QUESTION.
What is the Wil ?
ANSWER.

HAT is God? He is the Will of the universe,
as he is the Light of the world. 7haz whick
can create.

The light, the warmth, the electricity, the life of the
world, are the emanations from that which creates and
perpetuates.

Well, every human spirit is a child of the Father in
a spiritual sense, as much as the child of the mother’s
womb is body of her body. The spirit of your child
may not be akin to your own spirit so much as may be
that of another child in the remotest parts of the earth.
But you and your child and all children are akin to the
Father in the spirit. The possibilities of the manifesta-
tions of the First Cause are illimitable, innumerable;
and no manifestations of intelligence in the universe,
however diverse, but have likeness and are related to
That Whick works over all, through all, in all. For were
any not possessed of the spiritual essence of the Crea-
tor, there would be no life in them.

29 .
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their own development. After mind becomes man
it has reached a development where memory may be
retained, as well as a dim perception of the God-mind
from which it sprang.

And, strangely enough, it is only then that rebellion
against God occurs; in this transitional state of the
soul, it is as if, feeling the spiritual quickening before
the birth into the true heirship of the sons of God, the
soul were loth to leave its slow, crude condition of
mere cosmos force, wherein its odic faculties have lain
dormant.

Nothing below man rebels at its appointments.
And nothing above man (for earth-bound spirits are not
above him) rebels, but delights and loves to do and dis-
cover the will of God.

This is why God so loves the world—so pities it
with infinite compassion—when man in that state first
struggles with his dim perceptions of good and evil.

This is why he sent his prophets, and his Messiah,
and why he still sénds his spirits of light, and will con-
tinue to send them till all of mankind be redeemed—
that is, become fully developed into the perception and
joy of being children of God.

This is why there is nothing in all the spheres so
gratifying to souls of advanced spirits as being able
to minister unto the souls of poor earth-bound ones
(whether in earthly form or out of it), and lead them
onward toward their glorious heirship into the kingdom
of heaven. (You know Christ said, “ The kingdom of
heaven is within you.”)

This is why you should love God, and love to do
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his will, w/o first loved you—Iloved you infinitely more
with compassion than the most tender mother loves
and guides her tottling babe.

This is why you should love your neighbor as your-
self, to help him and do him no wrong, because thus
you advance your own soul into that kingdom of love
and peace which is not of earth.

This is why the witness of Christ’s divinity is true,
because of his knowledge of these eternal truths at a
time when men on the earth were struggling in greater
darkness and ignorance than now. And when the spir-
its of men, freed from their earthly form, yet found few
rays of light to lead them.

It is true that he taught no zew thing in his com-
mandments, and the substance of the same thought is
taught by all prophets of any people ; neither can any
spirit bring a newer or truer thought to man than the
one incomprehensible, immeasurable thought of God's
love to all that he hath created, and that we should
love him, and love to do his will, that we may grow
ever to be more like him.

As we acquire of his nature, so may we acquire of
his knowledge, and thus of his power.
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plane of development. The one who earnestly desires
to obtain knowledge of scientific laws will naturally
gravitate to a center where such laws are discussed and
expounded.

When he has absorbed as much as he feels he can
hold he will in turn go out to prove the laws, per-
haps to make some new discoveries. As soon as he
has accomplished anything he hastens to communicate
it where it is needed, then back to some great educa-
tional center again, or drawn by attraction, may be, to
some individual, more highly-developed spmt who as
eagerly gives as he receives.

Thus, you see, the “general system of education
is one of attraction and diffusion. Everything is
taught that anybody knows, limited only by the re-
ceiver’s ability to absorb. These centers of education
are kept up by those who are constantly going there to
exchange experiences and diffuse their ideas.- They
are, in a sense, the tutors, those who come to absorb
the pupils.

The tutors as well as the pupils are constantly
changing, and this but makes it the more varied, in-
structive and interesting. It never grows wearisome
nor monotonous—never falls into one particular chan-
nel of thought, as in earth schools, but is free, liberal
and progressive, as is the realm of spirit itself.

And the widest toleration for differing views—the
most thoughtful consideration of adverse opinions—is
always given and received. It is for this reason, per-
haps, that you may receive so many differing opinions
through spirit communications.

"
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very high degree of development while yet the spirit
remains comparatively dormant—its development being
very little advanced by all its earthly career.

" Yet there is this: If the soul—the mental powers—
has become highly cultivated and enlarged there are
always great spiritual possibilities. It shows the
strength of the cosmos force that is in him; and where
we see evidences of a cosmos force we know that in just
proportion to its properties the odic principle, or inner
force, must exist.

This is a mysterious thing, and the saddest thing in
all earth life: that a man may have mental powers pol
ished, cultivated and capable till they are almost God-
like in their power and mastering grasp upon the
science and laws of nature, upon minds which are
less developed than his own, upon his own bodily
appetites and pleasures, and yet have less Spiritual per-
ception and development than the child who carries her
apron full of flowers, her sympathetic eyes, her loving
smiles, to some uncouth, bed-ridden unfortunate !

But you must not judge the man. His own spirit
is yet small who dares to do that.

What earthly wind, by looking upon its fellow, can
tell what may have been the environments, the crush-
ing disappointments, the unfed hungerings for spiritual
necessities—yes, and the pre-natal influences which
have left its poor spirit room for so little development
—which may have so stunted or warped it from its
ultimate possibilities? The one great in spirit is ready
to weep with compassion over the struggles, the sor-
rows, the stumbling, at the sinfulness of such a low-
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spirited nature; but it never disdains, rejects, or relishes
its sufferings. It longs to give plenteously of the light
which it has been permitted to receive, and has its
patience whetted by the sorrowfulness of the fact, that
the other, so enshrouded in darkness, is unable to
receive.

The soul’s highest good in the spirit life, then, does
depend upon the conditions of its earth life. But woe
and alas! it cannot make its own conditions of life
any more than the babe can choose of whom it shall
be born. '

But every spirit (as soon as it wakens to a percep-
tion of itself and its needs) may modify or advance its
conditions. This is purely a spiritual matter. But
each of the three-fold natures in man are typical. As
the muscles of the arm are strengthened, hardened and
developed by constant use so is the spirit advanced by
its own efforts in the perception and rendering of
spiritual things.

I do not mean now what you term “spiritualism ”
by spiritual things. I mean by its loyalty and truth to
itself—to its conception of what is highest, and best
and purest in itself ; by sustaining itself by prayer, by
the perception of God’s spirit in nature as in man; by
the influx of strength that flows to it from eyes that
look into its own with gratitude; by the consciousness
of its own unwavering integrity of purpose; by any of
the various ways by which through different minds the
spiritual man is developed.

So when you ask “on what general conditions of
earth life depend the soul’s highest good in spirit
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life? ” our answer must be, the conditions depend upon
the mental status of the spirit which isto be developed.

The conditions of life which would advance the de-
velopment of one spirit would retard another.

As the earthly mind can only find expression
through the earthly body, so the spirit can only find ex-
pression through the soul or mind. Hence it is that
the greatest mind gives evidences of the greatest
spirit—when it shall have become developed. No very
great, powerful, well-balanced mind ever found expres-
sion through a feeble, misshapen, imperfectly developed
body; and no sweet, pure, inspiring spirit ever found its
way through an ill-balanced, stubborn, arrogant, selfish,
undisciplined mind. Thus you see the three-fold
nature of man must devclop in harmony in earth life
to reach its greatest perfection there, and thus, when
transplanted, to e ¢z its “ highest good” in spirit life.

Since this so seldom is, it is little wonder there is
no more spiritual perception in the world.

It must wait for a greater development of the
world. What one generation has learned advances
the next. When man’s mental powers have grasped
the facts of what bodily conditions are best to his
mind’s peace and enlargement, and when he has sub-
jected the body to the dominion‘of the mind, then will
the perfection and perception of the spirit break
through and govern both.

All Christian people know what are the fruits of the
body and what are the fruits of the spirit. Let them

practice what they profess to believe regarding the
spirit.
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And let those to whom the evidences of spirit re-
turn are more convincing, as to the truth of a future
life, than all the spiritual truths expounded by Jesus of
Nazareth, be careful lest they should become as in-
tolerant and bigoted as any intolerance and bigotry of
creeds which they affect to despise.

Let them not tolerate, in any sense, license in place
of the law of morality in their own lives and purposes.
Let them be just, charitable and generous to all mankind.

Let them so live in the light of the evidences of a
sure future life as to convince, by the unselfishness and
integrity of their lives and the loving helpfulness of
their purposes, even skeptics that they are upheld by
a conviction higher than the highest morality of the
most cultivated mind, which depends for strength and
sustenance merely upon its own powers of reflection
and observation.

So the highest development which the spirit can
attain in earth life is wrought through the good which
it is able to accomplish in the world for humanity, the
uplifts which it can in any way give toward a more
spiritualized existence.

It may be through inventions, which economize
labor and give more room for the cultivation of mind,
in place of the hard, unending toil for bread. It may
be in art, which enlarges the perceptions and often
teaches lessons which no words could do. It may be
in science, which opens up the labyrinths of different
laws and truths to an astonished world. It may be in
any way that assists mankind to a higher plane than
that to which his brute nature would consign him.
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But every person has it not, in the possibilities of
their nature, to even approach such results. Very
true. But every person has it within him, if he will, to
be considerate, just and kind, and thus he helps, #Zus
he sustains those at greater heights than himself, who
are burning out their bodies to furnish fuel for their
mind’s action. Thus the father and the mother im-
press the seeds of righteousness in the mind of the un-
born babe, and afterward teach the law of love to their
children. People of the world are accustomed to at-
tribute too much respect to the merits of the martyr.
He or she who makes a martyr of him or her self to the
whims or selfishness of another, or to the exactions of
a cause, is thought to be great in devotion and unself-
ish in purpose. The fact is such an one is weak. No
human soul has a right to exhaust or absorb all the
strength of any other soul; and the man or woman
who allows him or her self to be thus leeched upon
merely lacks strength of purpose or of perception to
throw off the incubus. He or she also wrongs the one
whom he or she attempts to this extent to support.

You would not think of strengthening one limb by
bandaging it to the other. You would know that both
would weaken and neither gain. It is just the same
folly for one mind to attempt to carry another—for
one body to absorb into the selfishness of its own life
the strength of another. Exchange of love, exchange
of sympathy, and a helping hand to one who is stum-
bling or in distress, is a development of both soul and
spirit, one that is reciprocal. But he who is able to
stand—who is so selfish that he is willing to take from
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the brute of his nature will not be able to progress be-
yond what it is till he begins to give off, for the benefit
of others, that which he has.

Christ’s injunctions of love one to another were in
accordance with this law. Christ came to the world
not to appease any wrath of an unmerciful God, not as
an atonement for a sinful world, not to save any man
from the inevitable result of his own sin—but he did
come to save him from the dread and horror of the
grave: to zevea/ to him a purer and better existence
beyond that grave; to reveal to him all he could cem-
prehend of God’s love and mercy; to reveal in his own
spiritual body a living, tangible witness of the spiritual
future of which he taught.

He came to bring “tidings of great joy,” in that
God’s blessed spirit is everywhere waiting to guide
and uplift the weak and trembling spirit that is ready
to receive its impressions. He came to save man from
sin and suffering through man’s own love nature when
it can comprehend the glorious truth that God first and
always loves him. He came to teach of the law also—
to tell to man the inevitable result of ¢ reaping as he
sows.” It was necessary that he should suffer and die,
not for an atonement but for a revealment; to make
a strong impression on men’s minds and to reveal him-
self to them afterward and clinch the fact of a spiritual
existence in the minds of his followers.

If this one fact could be fully received into every
human being’s mind, together with the truths which
he taught, that through prayer strength of spirit is
given to overcome man’s lower nature, by will of the
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higher, the world would be saved indeed—saved in the
very sense in which Christ came to save the world from
its sins.

Let every man know that just what he zs determines
the spiritual plane upon which he stands in any state
of existence; let him know that everything in his de-
velopment depends upon his own efforts, and let him
understand with what charity, love and mercy God, and
even every being upon a plane above himself, is ready
and anxious to give him all he is capable of recetving of
spiritual aid, and the innate love of light that is in even
the lowest mortal will glow and diffuse its warmth
through his whole being and impel him toward his sal-
vation.

There is no such possible thing as a soul’s being
totally lost. It may be at a standstill for ages, but
there is always eternity ahead. There is no entire
misery nor unalloyed happiness for any soul in its pro-
gressions; but the degree of either depends upon how
much of a comprehension of God’s justice and mercy
the individual has arrived at.
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something for their minds to worZ up to; and an
understanding of morality precedes that of any great
spirituality.

Certainly different nations do not and cannot enter-
tain the same views in regard to a future life, though
there may be points of similarity. A rude and barbar-
ous nation could not comprehend the spiritual thoughts
of a highly cultivated and Christianized one; nor
could they occupy, on the spiritual side of life, the
same plane of existence.

It is with the race as with the individual; the most
highly developed minds are most capable of compre-
hending existence, and they always lead those behind
them in perception and reflection. Confucius and
Buddha no doubt served their races as well in the reve-
lations desirable for the elevation of the then peculiar
development of the race as Moses and Jesus served
theirs.

God works through ages. What a nation learns in
one age is a transmitted knowledge, an uplift to the
next age. And the light, the advancement of knowl-
edge, of one nation spreads itself as gradually, as surely,
to all nations of a world.

Do you wonder? What of the nations that are
or were so far behind—that reach the spiritual life in
such darkness of ignorance? Well, they are progress-
ing too. There are no false notes in God’s harmonious
measures.

To the individual, because he can feel his own pains,
can realize his own aspirations and environments, there
may seem to be many jars—chords that grate on his
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yielding to the appetites of the flesh when opposed to
the moral rectitude.

Paul says, “Adam is a figure of him who was to
come”’—a figure of darkness, by which the light of
truth and virtue and rectitude, and all fruits of the
spiritual man as exemplified in Jesus, are thrown into
greater prominence and contrast.

But why did God endow man with so keen an appre-
ciation of fleshly enjoyments and ever-recurring crav-
ings for satisfaction, whose gratification begets misery
and death (or lack of development of the spirit)? Fore-
seeing all things, why did he so construct his laws that
there should be a necessity of the knowledge of good
and evil in man’s mind? Why did he form man essen-
tially selfish, and place him among temptations appeal-
ing always to self-indulgence, when the fruits of such
indulgence are evils to his spiritual nature?

Since impressions are made upon the mind only by
contrasts it is evident that by such contrasts alone can
the mind develop beyond the thing which it is at first
created, and it is only by this sort of a development
that a creature can be given free wi/l—the power to
discriminate and choose.

He learns from experience to love the light of truth
and harmony as he learns to abhor darkness and its
attendant miseries and loathsome horrors.

He who comes into a clear light of knowledge and
understanding cannot be tempted to wrong-doing, to in
any way injure others or himself; yet we cannot assert
that to sin is merely ignorance, it is not a vacuity, it is
an cntity as well as is godliness. I should say it
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You forget that none is entirely good but God, be-
cause none other has all knowledge. We must believe
that God has knowledge of good and evil, because he
governs all things by such strong contrasts; but that he
prefers the good because he leads the souls he creates
always toward that end.

You forget that the more spiritual, the more filled
with the light of true knowledge, the soul becomes, the
more it loves, not some great, unknown spirit it calls
God merely, but a// creation in and through which God
is revealed.

Loves particularly all of its own kind, with which
the attraction of “like to like” brings it into closest
sympathy and understanding. How, then, can a “good
spirit” be entirely, or rather carelessly, happy, seeing
others of its kind miserable, and knowing the cause of
that misery and the remedy?

He may be happy because he knows the remedy.
But can he be idle? Can he find time merely to enjoy
to live, merely for the delights of sensing his own exist-
ence, free from pains and sufferings? Would not the
moment he so fell from goodness as to conceive of such
self-indulgence his torments of self-reproach and self-
contempt exceed any sufferings which what you would
call a “bad spirit” would be capable of enduring?

It is obvious, then, the very God-ordained law of his
own nature, the quality of selfishness, which, less en-
lightened, begets injury to others, compels him volun-
tarily to work patiently, persistently, unfalteringly, for
the elevation and development into the light of his
darker brethren.
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And he works with great humility. He perceives
the environments which surrounded and retarded the
dark one- in earth life, witnesses the efforts and
struggles of the suffering spirit to throw off the habits
of character which still bind it.

He proves his gratitude for having escaped such suf-
ferings by the devotion with which he lends himself to
the aid of any whom he may find his peculiar individ-
uality fits kim to help. He cannot progress so very far
—he cannot go beyond and out of the sight of his race
in happiness and knowledge.

He. must wait and be a teacher, a guide, to help
them along in the path which he can perceive, leading
upward, where all may tread, when the search has been
made, “till all are found.”

If men in the world could realize this do you not
suppose they would labor harder while upon the earth,
through the development and instruction of children,
and of the fallen everywhere, and save themselves
ages of work in the next world, even if they escape
such personal wrong-doing and misery?

For it is harder far to take a soul out of a rut of
wrong thoughts and desires than it is to prevent him
from falling into one, or to help him up when he first
falls.

Do you think any one who should realize all this
could push an unfortunate further down, even if he was
in the way ?

The story of the prodigal son is a good example of
the rejoicing in spirit life over asoul that emerges from
the darkness into the light. But the story does not go

5
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far enough to tell what a hero the prodigal becomes
for the conversion of those in the darkness, which he
remembers in such vivid contrast to his glorified peace
and knowledge, that his love to God and his brethren
transcends, often, the comprehension of those born on
the spiritual side of life who lack the vigor of will and
wisdom which earth experience and influence infuses.

Thus all things work together for good indeed.

There is no limit to time—there is always eternity
ahead and always new delights and possibilities to be
found in every progression. We know God is good
and loving, and will promote the ultimate good of all,
because the nearer we approach him the more of all
that is opposed to good and love must be left behind.

But we also know that upon our own individual
efforts depends not only our own good but the good of
our race, and even the race must pause to keep the
race behind it following in its wake.

The spiritual planes are united so closely they are
like steps of a mighty stairway, leading on up to mys-
tery, glory, infinity.

And through all and over all the holy spirit of God
is infused, more willing to give of spiritual holiness to
any one who by desire places himself en rapport to re-
ceive, than the most earnest petitioner, longing through
his prayers for the fullness of its bounty, is willing to
recelve.

Let all keep, then, the spiritual attitude of prayer,
which is that of being willing to be impressed with the
truth.

-
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have (which you remember is only what we have ex-
perienced), to assert a positive affirmative, more thana
positive denial? But as we may be able to judge some-
what of laws which we cannot grasp, analyze or define
by their workings, so may we judge of how Christ
differed from other men by what he did, and the
effects which he produced.

What other man ever lived in your world whose
influence was potent enough to cause the chronology
of time, as reckoned in the world, to be dated from his
birth? What other man ever lived who aroused the
amount of thought and discussion in the most intelli-
gent minds of the earth that he has done, and does?
What other man taught spirit truths so simple that
the mind of the young child is able to grasp their
meanings, and the little eyes glisten with love and
sympathy, the sweet voice grow more gentle and
tender from the spirit stirred and thought awak-
ened in the young soul, yet truths so profound, so
impressive, that not nineteen hundred years of elabora-
tion and discussion and reflection has been sufficient
to bring forth one-half the force and attractiveness and
helpfulness of the spzziz of the teachings with which
Jesus of Nazareth expounded the mind of God?

Much more might be asked, but ponder well these
three simple questions, then ask of your own soul,
Wherein did Christ differ from other men?

As to the disciples, the purely human characteristics
of the men show in all the examples given of their
lives and sayings. But their spirits were enlarged and
lifted up by the teachings and example of a spirit
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cut off. But the Cain who deliberately spills his
brother’s blood through hate—his condition is the most
wretched that can be imagined.

While no earthly repentance can afone for the deed,
still, if he truly repent in earth life it is a great help—
then he has before him the light of a true perception
of his own condition, and he is permitted (through his
own earnest desire) to begin to work out his own re-
demption through the devotion with which he lends
himself to the service of his victim.

Such a weary, dreary task! The ages stretching
out before him, showing through their darkness but one
light for him—that of the service which it is shown him
he may perform toward his victim or those who were
connected with him, upon whom his death may have
had an indirect influence (through want and misery,
perhaps) of depriving them of the spiritual develop-
ment which the wretched slayer may perceive might
have been theirs if his hand had not deprived them of
their loved one, or if thoughts of hate and revenge had
not been engendered in their minds through the dread-
ful shock and sorrow which they then experienced.

For there is endless difference between a service
which must be performed to redress one’s own wrong-
doing and a service wherein the highest seems to stoop
to the lowest, yet proves his spiritual altitude by the
largeness of his love when he bends.

The willful murderer, who passes over with his soul
seething with the passions of hate and murder, is
indeed in “ outer darkness "—the darkness of his own
soul, which excludes all light. There are the “ bad
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tions, which circumstances do not allow them to fill.
Such a want is like a missing stone in a foundation, it
must be supplied before the superstructure can be
builded. No outer circumstances fetter the spirit in
the spirit world.

Its condition depends upon what it carries within
itself, and it is attracted to the sources which will sup-
ply the want it feels. For the spirit is a thought
world.

Souis develop and gain in strength and grandeur by
the knowledge which they acquire of a// things.

But whether he be high or low, first or last, in_ place,
depends upon the spirit—the light that is within him;
as if you place different liquids in a vessel the most
volatile will rise, the heaviest sink to the bottom.

Thus some very gifted and nobly cultivated souls
will be found upon comparatively low spiritual planes,
while those possessed of quite little knowledge of the
universe or of its laws (as frequently will those who
passed to spirit life in embryo or babyhood) will have
their homes or #7ue place high in the gradation of spirit-
ual life. They may be able to transmit much spiritual
light, too, yet be so wanting in wisdom and will (which
comes of knowledge) as to wield little power on their
own plane.

But the great soul possessed of the small, undevel-
oped spirit upon the low plane is not an entirely con-
tented or happy soul, because he feels his faculties
always constrained and restricted through the dimness
of his own spiritual perceptions. He needs more
light. When he fully realizes this he gives up all else

6
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into it. The water is a thing natural to your sense and
perceptfon. The vapor is not. You cannot hear, touch,
taste, smell or see a cloud while passing through it: it
merely obscures things to your view. You would never
think of investigating the cloud above the fall to dis-
cover what the real thing, the fall, is made of.

Well, your dear old earth is just as much an unreal,
intangible thing to the senses of a departed soul as is
the cloud of vapor to y

Departed souls do not visit the earth—that is, they
do not enter again into its materialitzy—to know of its
conditions and happenings. They can see the souls of
men within the clay while the clay itself appears more
as a shadow or covering enveloping them.

Yet they can see you and your friend plainer than
you can see your friend, though you stand face to face
with him. Have you never looked into the eyes of
your friend and listened to his voice striving to convey
an idea of his thoughts to your mind, yet wondered all
the while what was the idea, struggling behind the
shadow of eyes and voice, which you strove to pierce
with your senses, to find the real thing anxious to re-
veal itself to you?

Did you never yourself find words entirely inade-
quate to express the strength and shades of your feel-
ing?

I say departed souls do not visit the earth. Natur-
ally they do not! If time and development has not
removed them too far from the attraction of old in-
fluences they may, under certain conditions, enter tem-
porarily within the shadowy covering of an unliberated
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But the nearer they advance toward one great source
or center the nearer they must approach in character-
istics, as rays in their conveyance.

When advanced enough to feel an attraction—to
give or to receive—then they exchange with each
other ; but then they have passed so far from the
attraction of their former worldly condition that ideas
must be transmitted through many grades of mind, and
refracted and lost in their passage more or less in each-
transmission, till the image given would be very dim
indeed—scarcely worth the while. No; you will never
be able to hail the inhabitants of other worlds through
any medium clearer than your own telescope!

But there is much that you can discover of other
worlds—as you see them—by your own powers and
efforts.

The light that is given you to see by is the best for
you in your present state of chrysalis, and if used to
the best of your ability will be a priceless revenue to
you always. And there is much for you to see.

Remember, you can find out in your present condi-
tion things pertaining to the materiality of your life and
world which no departed soul can know from after ex-
periences of his own.

There are discoveries made on earth which help to
unravel the mysteries of laws whose workings are wit-
nessed but uncomprehended in the spirit world! There
is much in your own world to learn. The man of sci-
ence who makes one discovery of an acfual fact is as
helpful in his way to his race, and thus a benefactor to
all races, as is a prophet or a seer.
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possibilities and powers of extent are limited, and
which are incapable of forming a combination with
each other by which the third principle, spirit, or any
other principle than their own, may be evolved, spirit
may combine with either matter or soul, and does con-
tinually, and by the interchangeable combination of
spirit with matter, and spirit with soul or mind, the
third principle is constantly evolved and perpetuated.

The spirit wor/d is not evolved from the earth
world, but the earthly is the result of the spiritual, as
a shadow is the result of the rays of light falling upon
an object. The reflection of the spirit shining upon
the soul worlds produce the worlds of matter. Again,
the combinations of spirit with the forms of matter
evolved from the worlds of matter produce the indi-
vidual souls who people the spirit worlds.

Thus, you perceive, the universe is produced from
the mind or intelligence of God, combined with his
wi// or life principle, which is the spirit.

But the children of God, which are greater than
worlds, because possessed of i/ of their own, which is
omnipotent, are developed inversely from the lowest to
the highest. ‘

But the inmost or vital principle, the spirit, is the
real substance of honor and glory, that upon and about
which all else is formed.

Now you know in what ways the physical or earthly
body is developed. And I have before shown you,
dimly, in what ways the soul is developed within the
earthly temple: even how the soul may reach quite a
commanding development while the spirit scarcely
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be satisfied with, in the flesh, or in the workings of the
intellect, else it is impossible that he should feel the
impulse to pray. And when he thus turns to God it
is not the mind but it is the spirit that is refreshed—
and when the spirit is refreshed the whole man feels
the inflating of the spirit. The spirit really receives a
spiritual substance, an individual atmosphere of God,
just as much as your lungs receive that which re-
freshes them from inhaling the pure air. Not but that
the spirit always receives such an atmosphere to an ex-
tent, because such atmosphere exists in all things, but
it received by prayer, through an especial and more di-
rect law, which is susceptible alone to the will of the
individual. God’s common laws of spirit constantly
act upon the individual to attract his will; but it is by
the voluntary will of the individual alone that the full-
ness of the spirit which develops and uplifts his own
spirit can act upon him. It is this that makes the
souls evolved through the forms of matter the crown-
ing work of all creation.

This need of The Spirit is the feeling of loneliness
which every individual feels who recognizes his se/f
hood greater than that which comes to him from out-
ward perceptions. He may not recognize what it is
that gives him the feeling of standing alone in a uni-
verse crowded with life, but sooner or later he will
recognize it as the attraction existing between his own
spirit and God—a covered way prepared for himself
alone, within which no other individual spirit but his
own can ever penetrate. Itis God’s love calling him as it
calls sometime each individual separately that is created.
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What we receive we reproduce to others and from
others, and by various means from class to class as new
thoughts and ideas and inspirations are spread to all
men gradually upon earth, from any source from
whence they come.

But nosoul can be inspired in any way whose spirit
is not in love and harmony with the God-spirit of the
universe. To be without the possibility of inspiration
of any kind is to be dead to spiritual life—impenetra-
ble to the light of absolute truth.

Inspiration is truth. It springs from the absolute
fount of what is.

There can be no inspiration of evil, though men do
speak of being “inspired of the devil.” A man may be
influenced to evil—he can only be inspired to good. He
also may be influenced to good. All may receive in-
spiration to a greater or less degree, and always to a
growing degree, who, with earnest desire, seek to
develop in the knowledge and love of goodness and
truth. o

It is not a gift reserved for the few, but falls free as
the refulgent rays of the morning sun to quicken the
spirit of life in every organized soul whose unlimited
destiny is life everlasting.











