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PREFACE.

A LARGE part of the material used in this book was sent to the
authors as representatives of the Society for Psychical Research ;
and the book is published with the sanction of the Council of that
Society.

The division of authorship has been as follows. As regards the

writing and the views expressed,—Mr. Myers is solely responsible for
the Introduction, and for the “ Note on a Suggested Mode of

Psychical Interaction,” which immediately precedes the Supplement ;
and Mr. Gurney is solely responsible for the remainder of the book.
But the most difficult and important part of the undertaking—the
collection, examination, and appraisal of evidence—has been a joint
labour, of which Mr. Podimore has borne so considerable a share that
his name could not have been omitted from the title-page.

In the free discussion and eriticism which has accompanied the
progress of the work, we have enjoyed the constant advice and
assistance of Professor and Mrs. Sidgwick, to each of whom we owe
more than can be expressed by any conventional phrases of
obligation. Whatever crrors of judgment or flaws in argument may
remain, such blemishes are certainly fewer than they would have
been but for this watchful and ever-ready help. Professor and Mrs.

Sidgwick have also devoted some time and trouble, during vacations,
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to the practical work of interviewing informants and obtaining their
personal testimony.

In the acknowledgment of our debts, special mention is due to
Professor W. F. Barrett. He was to a great extent the pioneer of
the movement which it is hoped that this book may carry forward ;
and the extent of his services in relation, especially, to the subject
of experimental Thought-transference will sufficiently appear in the
sequel.  Mr. Malcolm Guthrie, Professor Oliver J. Lodge, and M.
Charles Richet have been most weleome allies in the same branch of
the work. Professor Barrett and M. Richet have also supplied several
of the non-experimental cases in our collection. Mr. F. Y. Edgeworth
has rendered valuable assistance in points relating to the theory of
probabilities, a subject on which he is a recognised authority. Among
members of our own Society, our warmest thanks are due to Miss
Porter, for her well-directed, patient, and energetic assistance in every
department of the work; Mr. C. C. Massey has given us the benefit
of his counsel ; and Mrs. Walwyn, Mr. Hensleigh Wedgwood, the
Rev. A. T. Fryer, of Clerkenwell, the Rev. J. A. Macdonald,
of Rhyl, and Mr. Richard Hodgson, have aided us greatly in
the collection of evidence. Many other helpers, in this and other
countries, we must be content to include in a general expression of
gratitude.

Further records of experience will be most welecome, and should

be sent to the subjoined address.

14, Deaw’s Yard, S.W.
June, 1886,
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INTRODUCTION.
)

§ 1. The title of this book embraces all transmissions of thought and
feeling from one person to another, by other wmeans than through the
recognised channels of sense ; and among these cases we shall include
apparitions . : : ‘ : - : ‘ .  XXXV-XXXxVi

§ 2. We conceive that the problems here attacked lie in the main
track of science A ; i ; : - : : 7 XXXV1

§ 3. The Society for Psychical Research merely aims at the free and
exact discussion of the one remaining group of subjects to which such
discussion is still refused. Reasons for such refusal . . XXXVI-XXXIX

§ 4. Reasons, on the other hand, for the prosecution of our inquiries
way be drawn from the present condition of several contiguous studies.
Reasons drawn from the advance of biology . : y xxxix-xh

§ 5. Specimens of problems which biology suggests, and on which

v

inquiries like ours may ultimately throw light. Wundt’s view of the

origination of psychical energy : i : : : . xhi-xlii
§ 6. The problems of hypnotism . . : : ‘ . xlii—xlin
§ 7. Hope of aid from the progress of ¢ psycho-physical”

imquiries . 5 : : ; ‘ : ; ; ; . xlidi-xhiv

§ 8. Reasons for psychical research drawn from the lacune of
anthropology . : A : . : ; : : . xlivxlv

§ 9. Reasons drawn from the study of history, and especially of the
comparative history of religions. Instance from the S.P.R.’s investigation
of so-called  Theosophy ” . - : : : : : xlvi-xlviii

§ 10. In considering the rvelation of our studies to religion generally,
we observe that, since they oblige us to conceive the psychical
element in man as having relations which cannot be expressed in terms
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of matter, a possibility is suggested of obtaining scientific evidence of a
supersensory relation between man’s mind and a mind or minds above
his own - : . . ; : : : . . xlviii-li

§ 11. While, on the other hand, if our evidence to recent supernormal
occurrences be discredited, a retrospective improbability will be thrown on
much of the content of religious tradition . - : . li-liv

§ 12. Furthermore, in the region of ethical and msthetic emotion,
telepathy indicates a possible scientific basis for much to which men
now cling without definite justification : - ; . liv-lvii

13. Investigations such as ours are important, moreover, for the
purpose of checking error and fraud, as well as of eliciting truth  Ivii-lix

1I.

§ 14. Place of the present book in the field of psychical research.
Indications of experimental thought-transference in the normal state.
1876-1882 ; . : : ; : : - . : 4 lx

§ 15. Foundation of the Society for Psychical Research, 1852.
Telepathy selected as our first subject for detailed treatment on account of
the mass of evidence for it received by us ; : A : o dxs

§ 16. There is also a theoretic fitness in treating of the dircct
action of mind upon mind before dealing with other supernormal
phenomena . : : . : : : . . o Ixii-lxaii

§ 17. Reasons for classing apparitions occurring about the moment of
death as phantoms of the Ziving, rather than of the dead . . Ixiii-lxv

§ 18, This book, then, claims to show (1) that experimental telepathy
exists, and (2) that apparitions at death, &e., are a result of something
beyond chance ; whence it follows (3) that these experimental and these
spontaneous cases of the action of mind on mind are in some way
allied . : : . - . - « : : . Ixv=lxvii

§ 18. As to the nature and degree of this alliance different views may
be taken, and in a “ Note on a Suggested Mode of Psychical Interaction,”
in Vol. IL, a theory somewhat different from Mr. Gurney’s is set
forth. ; A 3 : : : 2 - : : Ixvii-lxix

§ 20. This book, however, consists much more largely of evidence
than of theories. This evidence has been almost entirely collected by
ourselves . : : : 3 , : 2 . Ixix-Ixx
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§ 21. Inquiries like these, though they may appear at first to degrade

great truths or solemn conceptions, are likely to end by exalting and
affirming them . ; ‘ : : ‘ : : . Ixx—Ixxi

ApbpiTioNs AND CORRECTIONS : . - : . Ixxidii-lxxxiv

CHAPTER I,

PrELIMINARY REMARKS : GroUNDS OF CAUTION,

§ 1. The great test of scientific achievement is often held to be the
power to predict natural phenomena ; but the test, though an authoritative
one in the sciences of enorganic nature, has but a limited application to
the sciences that deal with life, and especially to the department of
mental phenomena . ! . 2 : g i » : 1-3

§ 2. In dealing with the implications of life and the developments
of human faculty, caution needs to be exercised in two directions. The
seientist is in danger of forgetting the unstable and unmechanical nature
of the material, and of closing the door too dogmatically on phenomena
whose relations with established knowledge he cannot trace ; while others
take advantage of the fact that the limits of possibility cannot here be
scientifically stated, to gratify an uncritical taste for marvels, and to
mvest their own hasty assumptions with the dignity of laws . 3-H

§ 3. This state of things subjects the study of ¢ psychical ” phenomena
to peculiar disadvantages, and imposes on the student peculiar
obligations . : 3 . : ’ : . . : : 5-6

§ 4. And this should be well recognised by those who advance a
conception so new to psychological science as the central conception of
this book—to wit, Zelepathy, or the ability of one mand to impress or to be
impressed by another mind otherwise than through the recognised channels
of sense. (Of the two persons concerned, the one whose mind 2npresses
the other will be called the agent, and the one whose mind is mpressed

the percipient) . : . . v : - . : - 6-T

§ 5. Telepathy will be here studied chiefly as a system of fucts,
theoretical discussion being subordinated to the presentation of evidence.
The evidence will be of two sorts—spontancouns occurrences, and the
results of direct experiment ; which latter will have to be cavefully
distinguished frem spurious * thought-reading ” exhibitions ; -9
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G HARDEIN LY
Tue Exrerimestan Basis : Tnovenr-TRANSFERENCE.

§ 1. The term thought-transference has been adopted in preference to
thought-reading, the latter term (1) having become identified with exhi-
bitions of musele-reading, and (2) suggesting a power of reading a person’s
thoughts agninst his will : : : : : ‘ . 10-11

§ 2. The phenomena of thought-transference first attracted the atten-
tion of competent witnesses in connection with “mesmerism,” and were
regarded as one of the peculiarities of the mesmeric rapport; which was
most prejudicial to their chance of scientific acceptance . : 11-13

§ 3. Hiuts of thought-transference between persons in a normal state
were obtained by Professor Barrett in 1876 ; and just at that time the
attention of others had been attracted to certain phenomena of the

]

“willing-gae,” which were not easily explicable (as almost all the so-
a9 )

called ““ willing ” and “ thought-reading ” exhibitions are) by unconscious

muscular guidance. But the issue could never be definitely decided by

cases where the two persons concerned were in any sort of contact  13-17

§ 4. And even where contact is excluded, other possibilities of
unconscious guidance must be taken into account; as also must the
possibility of conscious collusion. Anyone who is unable to obtain con-
viction as to the bona fides of experiments by himself acting as agent or
percipient (and so being himself one of the persons who would have to take
part in the trick, if trick it were), may fairly demand that the responsi-
bility for the results shall be spread over a considerable group of persons
——a group so large that he shall find it impossible to extend to all of them
the hypothesis of deceit (or of such imbecility as would take the place of

deceit) which he might apply to a smaller number . : : 17-20
§ 5. Experiments with the Creery family ; earlier trials . 21-22

More conclusive experiments, in which knowledge of what was to
be transferred (usually the idea of a particular eard, name, or number)
was confined to the members of the investigating committee who acted as
agents ; with a table of results, and an estimate of probabilities  22-26

In many cases reckoned as failures there was a degree of approximate
success which was very significant . ‘ - A : ; 27-28

The form of the impression in the percipient’s mind seems to have
been sometimes visual and sometimes aunditory . . ; : 28-29

§ 6. Reasons why these experiments were not accessible to a larger
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nuiber of observers ; the chief reason being the gradual decline of the
percipient faculty . : . : . : : : ; 20-31

§ 7. In a course of experiments of the snme sort conducted by M.
Charles Richet, in France, the would-be percipients were apparently not
persons of any special susceptibility ; but o sufticient number of trials
were made for the excess of the total of successes over the total most
probable if chance alone acted to be decidedly striking . ; 31-33

The pursuit of this line of inquiry on a large scale in England
has produced results which involve a practical certainty that some cause
other than chance has acted . : ! : : . : 33-35

§ 8. Experiments in the reproduction of diagrams and rough draw-
ings. 1In a long series conducted by My, Malcolm Guthrie, two percipients
and a considerable number of agents were employed g . 30-38

Specimens of the results . : : ‘ ‘ ; ‘ 39-48

§ 9. Professor Oliver J. Lodge’s experiments with Mr. Guthrie’s
“subjects,” and his remarks thereon ; ‘ : : . 49-51

§ 10. Experiments in the transference of elementary sensations—
tastes, smells, and pains . : : : : : . : 51-58

§ 11. A different department of experiment is that where the trans-
ference does mot take effect in the percipient’s consciousness, but is
exhibited in his motor system, either automatically or semi-automatically.
Experiments in the inhibition of utterance . ; . : H8-62

§ 12, The most conclusive cases of transference of ideas which, never-
theless, do not aflect the percipient’s eonsciousness are those where the idea
is reproduced by the percipient in writing, without his being aware of
what he has written.  Details of a Jong series of trials carried out by the
Rev. P. H. and Mrs. Newnham . g ; : : ; 62-69

The intelligence which acted on the percipient’s side in these experi-
ments was in a sense an wnconscious intelligence—a term which needs
careful definition . : : : : : : : s 69-70

§ 13. M. Richet has introduced an ingenious method for utilising what
he calls “ mediumship "—i.e., the liability to exhibit intelligent movements
in which consciousness and will take no part—for purposes of telepathic
experiment. By this method it has been clearly shown that a word on
which the agent concentrates his attention may be unconsciously repro-
duced by the percipient . : - - : . : 2 T1-77

And even that a word which has only an unconscious place in the
agent’s mind may be similarly transferred : : : : 17=79
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These phenomena seem to involve a certain impulsive quality in the
transference . . . s : . ; : 4 : 79-80

§ 14. Apart from serious and systematic investigation, interesting
results are sometimes obtained in a more casual way, of which some
specimens are given. It is much to be wished that more persons would
make experiments, under conditions which preclude the possibility of
unconscious guidance. At present we are greatly in the dark as to the
proportion of people in whom the specific faculty exists . . 81-85

CHAPTER [III.
Tue TRANSITION FROM EXPERIMENTAL TO SPONTANEOUS TELEPATHY.

§ 1. There is a certain class of cases in which, though they are experiments
on the agent’s part, and involve his conscious concentration of mind with
a view to the result, the percipient is not consciously or voluntarily a party
to the experiment. Such cases may be called transitional. In them the
distance between the two persons concerned is often considerable  86-87

§ 2. Spurious examples of the sort are often adduced ; and especially
in connection with mesmerism, results are often attributed to the
operator’s well, which are really due to some previous command or sugges-
tion. Still, examples are not lacking of the induction of the hypnotic
trance in a “subject” at a distance, by the deliberate exercise of
volition . : : s . : A 3 : . . 87-89

§ 3. THustrations of the induction or inhibition of definite actions by the
agent’s volition, directed towards a person who is unaware of his
intent . . ; 3 - . ; : : : : 89-91

The relation of the will to telepathic experiments is liable to be mis-
understood.  The idea, which we encounter in romances, that one person
may acquire and exercise at a distance a dangerous dominance over
another’s actions, seems quite unsupported by evidence. An extreme
example of what may really occur is given . : . : 92-94

§ 4. Tllustrations of the induction of definite ideas by the agent’s
volition . . : : . - i : - : - 94-96

§ 5. The transference of an idea, deliberately fixed on by the agent, to
an unprepared percipient at a distance, wounld be hard to establish, since
ideas whose origin escapes us are so constantly suggesting themselves
spontaneously.  Still, telepathic action may possibly extend considerably
beyond the well-marked cases on which the proof of it must depend  96-97
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§ 6. Illustrations of the induction of sensations by the agent's
volition - : . - : ; : : s : 97-99

§ 7. And especially of sensations of suyht : : : 99-102

§ 8. The best-attested examples being hallucinations representing the
tigure of the agent himself . : : 3 . : - 102-110

§ 9. Such cases present a marked departure from the ordinary type of
experimental thought-transference, inasmuch as what the percipient per-
ceives (the agent’s form) is not the reproduction of that with which the
agent’s mind has been occupied ; and this seems to preclude any simple
physical conception of the transference, as due to * brain-waves,” sympa-
thetic vibrations, &c. A similar difficulty meets us later in most of the
spontaneous cases ; and the rapprochement of experimental and spontaneous
telepathy must be understood to be limited to their psychical
limtation which can be easily defended ; - - ‘ 110-113

CHAPTER 1V,

GeENERAL CrrricisM oF THE EVIDENCE FOR SPONTANEOUS TELEPATHY,

§ 1. When we pass to spontaneous exhibitions of telepathy, the nature
of the evidence changes ; for the events are described by persons who played
their part in them unawares, without any idea that they were matter for
scientific observation., The method of inquiry will now have to be the
historical method, and will involve diflicult questions as to the judgment
of human testimony, and a complex estimate of probabilities. 114-115

§ 2. The most general objection to evidence for phenomena transcend-
ing tho recognised scope of science is that, in a thickly populated world
where mal-observation and exaggeration are easy and common, there is
(within certain limits) no marvel for which evidence of a sort may not be
obtained. This objection is often enforced by reference to the superstition
of witeheraft, which in quite modern times was supported by a large array
of contemporary evidence . . . - . : 115-116

But when this instance is cmefully examined, we find (1) that the
direct testimony came exclusively from the uneducated class ; and (2) that,
owing to the ignorance which, in the witch-epoch, was universal as to the
psychology of various abnormal and morbid states, the hypothesis of
unconscious self-deception on the part of the witnesses was never allowed
0% | » : : ; 3 . . : : . : 116-117

b
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Our present knowledge of hypnotism, hysteria, and hystero-epilepsy,
enables us to account for many of the phenoniena attributed to demonie
possession, as neither fact nor fraud, but as bond fide hallucinations 117-118

While for the more bizarre and incredible marvels there is absolutely
no dirvect, first-hand, independent testimnony : : i . 118

The hetter-attested cases are just those which, if genuine, might be
explained as telepathic ; but the evidence for them is not strong enough to
support any definite conclusion . : ; : ; : ; 119

§ 3. The evidence for telepathy in the present work presents a complete
contrast to that which has supported the belief in magical occurrences.
It comes for the most part from educated persons, who were not predisposed
to admit the reality of the phenomena; while the phenomena them-
selves are not strongly associated with any prevalent beliefs or habits of
thought, differing in this respect, e.g., from alleged apparitions of the dead.
Still we must not, on such grounds as these, assume that the evidence is
trustworthy : . . . . - : g : 120-122

§ 4. The ervors which may affect it are of various sorts. Error of
observation may vesult in a mastake of identity. Thus a stranger in the
street may be mistaken for a friend, who turns out to have died at that
time, and whose phantasm is therefore asserted to have appeared. But it
is only to a very small minority of the cases which follow that such a
hypothesis could possibly be applied . ; ; : ; 123-125

Error of #nference is not a prominent danger; as what concerns the
telepathic evidence is simply what the percipient seemed to himself to see
or hear, not what he inferred therefrom ; ; ‘ : 125-126

§ 5. Of more importance are errors of narration, due to the tendency
to make an account edifying, or graphic, or startling. TIn first-hand
testimony this tendency may be to some extent counterbalanced by the
desire to be believed ; which has less influence in cases where the narrator is
not personally responsible, as, e.g., in the spurious and sensational anecdotes
of anonymous newspaper paragraphs, or of dinner-table gossip. 126-129

§ 6. BErrors of memory are more insidious. If the witness regards the
facts in a particular speculative or emotional light, facts will be apt, in
memory, to accommodate themselves to this view, and details will get
introduced or dropped out in such a manner as to aid the harmonious efiect.
Even apart from any special bias, the mere effort to make definite what
has become dim may fill in the picture with wrong detail ; or the tendency
to lighten the burden of retention may invest the whole occurrence with
a spurious trenchancy and simplieity of form : . : 129-131
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§ 7. We have to consider how these various sources of error may
affect the evidence for a case of spontaneous telepathy. Such a case
presents a coincidence of a particular kind, with four main points to look
to :—(1) A particular state of the agent, e.g., the crisis of death; (2) a
particular experience of the percipient, e.y., the impression of seeing the
agent before him in visible form; (3) the date of (1); (4) the date
of (2). . . : : : : . : . - 131-132

§ 8. The risk of mistake as to the state of the agent is seldom appreci-
able : his death, for instance, if that is what has befallen him, can usually
be proved beyond dispute . : : : . : ) 132

For the experience of the pervcipient, on the othex hand, we have
generally nothing but his own word to depend on. But for what is required,
his word is often sufficient. For the evidential pointis simply his statement
that he has had an impression or sensation of a peculiar kind, which, if he
had it, he knew that he had ; and this point is quite independent of his
wnderpretation of his experience, which may easily be erroneous, e.g., if he
attributes objective reality to what was really a hallucination 133-134

The risk of misrepresentation is smallest if his description of his
experience, or a distinet course of action due to his experience, has
preceded his knowledge of what has happened to the agent . 134-136

§ 9. Where his description of his experience dates from a time
subsequent to his knowledge of what has happened to the agent, there
is a possibility that this knowledge may have made the experience seem
more striking and distinctive than it really was. Still, we have not
detected definite instances of this sort of inaccuracy. Nor would the
fact (often expressly stated by the witness) that the experience did not
at the time of its occurrence suggest the agent, by any means destroy—

though it would of course weaken—the presumption that it was tele-
pathic . . ; : i . ; : : : : 136-138

§ 10. As regards the interval of time which may separate the two
events or experiences on the agent’s and the percipient’s side respectively,
an arbitrary limit of 12 hours has been adopted—the coincidence in most
cases being very much closer than this; but no case will be presented as
telepathic where the percipient’s experience preceded, by however short a
time, some grave event occurring to the agent, if at the time of the
percipient’s experience the state of the agent was normal . 138-140

11. Tt is in the matter of the dafes that the risk of mis-statement is
greatest. The instinet towards simplification and dramatic completeness
naturally tends to imake the coincidence more exact than the facts
warrant : - y 5 p : ‘ . ? ; 140-142
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§ 12. The date of the event that has befallen the agent is often
included in the news of that event; which news, in these days of
posts and telegraphs, often follows close enough on the percipient’s
experience for the date of that experience to be then safely re-
called : ; : : : : : * : : 142-144

§ 13. But if a longer interval elapse, the percipient may assume too
readily that his own experience fell on the critical day ; and as time
goes on, his certainty is likely to increase rather than diminish. Still, if
the coincidence was then and there noted, and if the attention of others
was called to it, it may be possible to present a tolerably strong case for
its reality, even after the lapse of a considerable time . : 144-146

§ 14. These various evidential conditions may be arranged in a
graduated scheme ; : . : 3 A . A 146-148

§ 15. Second-hand evidence (except of one special type) is excluded
from the body of the work; but the Supplement contains a certain
number of second-hand cases, received from persons who were well
acquainted with the original witnesses, and who had had the cppor-

tunity of becoming thoroughly acquainted with their statement of the
facts . . : : . : ; : : ; : 148-149

In transmitted evidence all the risks of error are greatly intensified,
there being no deeply-graven sense of reality to act as a check on
exaggeration or invention. Some instances are given of the breaking-
down of alleged evidence under critical examination . - 149-154

A frequent sort of inaccuracy in transmitted evidence is the shortening
of the chain of transmission—second or third-hand information being
represented as first-hand ; and the alleged coincidence is almost always
suspiciously exact 3 : : 3 . : : ‘ 154-157

§ 16. A certain separation of cases according to their evidential value
hias been attempted, the body of the work being reserved for those where
the primd facie probability that the essential facts are correctly stated is
tolerably strong. But even where the facts are correctly reported, their
force in the argument for telepathy will differ according to the class to
which they belong ; purely emotional impressions, for instance, and dreams,
are very weak classes - 3 - - 4 . : : 158

The value of the several items of evidence is also largely affected by
the mental qualities and training of the witnesses. Every case must he
Jjudged on its own merits, by reference to a variety of points; and those
who study the records will have an equal opportunity of forming a judg-
ment with those who have collected them—except in the matter of
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personal acquaintance with the witnesses, the effect of which it is
impossible to communicate . g . - - ’ - 159-161

§ 17. An allimportant point is the nwmber of the coincidences
adduced. A few might be accounted accidental ; but it will be impossible
to apply that hypothesis throughout. Nor can the evidence be swept out
of court by a mere general appeal to the untrustworthiness of human
testimony. If it is to be explained away, it must be met (as we have our-
selves endeavoured to meet it) in detail ; and this necessitates the confront-
ing of the single cause, telepathy, (whose @ priori improbability is fully
admitted,) with a multitude of causes, more or less improbable, and in
cumulation incredible . : y ; : : - . 161-164

§ 18, With all their differences, the cases recorded bear strong signs
of belonging to a true natural group ; and their harmony, alike in what they
do and in what they do not present, isvery unlikely to be the accidental
result of a multitude of disconnected mistakes. And it is noteworthy that
certain sensational and suspicious details, here conspicuous by their
absence, which often make their way into remote or badly-evidenced
cases, are precisely those which the telepathic hypothesis would not
cover : : : : : ; ; . : . 164-166

§ 19. But though some may regard the cumulative argument here put
forward for spontaneous telepathy as amounting to a proof, the proof is
not by any means of an éelafant sort : much of the evidence falls far short
of the ideal standard. Still, enough has perhaps been done to justify our
undertaking, and to broaden the basis of future inquiry . 166-169

§ 20. The various items of evidence are, of course, not the links in a
chain, but the sticks in a faggot. It is impossible to lay down the precise
number of sticks necessary to a perfectly solid faggot; but the present
collection is at least an instalment of what is required : 169-170

§ 21. The instinct as to the amount of evidence needed may differ
greatly in a mind which Zas, and a mind which has nof, realised the facts
of experimentel telepathy (Chap. i1.), and the intimate relation of that
branch to the spontaneous branch. Between the two branches, in spite
of their difference

a difference as great in appearance as that between
lightning and the electrical attraction of rubbed amber for bits of straw-—
the great psychological fact of a supersensuous influence of mind on mind
constitutes a true generic bond . - - ; ; . 171-172
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Note on Witchcraft.

The statement made in Chapter iv. as to the lack of first-hand
evidence for the phenomena of magic and witchcraft (except so far as they
can be completely accounted for by modern psychological knowledge) may
seem a sweeping one. But extensive as is the literature of the subject,
the actual records are extraordinarily meagre; and the staple prodigies,
which were really nothing more than popular legends, are quoted and re-
quoted a<Z nauseam. Examples of the so-called evidence which supported
the belief in lycanthropy” and in the nocturnal rides and oryies 172-175

The case of witchcraft, so far from proving (as is sometimes represented)
that a more or less imposing array of evidence will be forthcoming for
any belief that does not distinctly tiy in the face of average public
opinion, goes, in fact, rather surprisingly far towards proving the
CONTFANY ..o 17G-177

This view of the subject is completely opposed to that of Mr. Lecky,
whose treatment seems to suffer from the neglect of two important distinc-
tions. He does not distinguish between evidence—of which, in respect of
the more bizarre marvels, there was next to none; and —of which
there was abundance, from Homer downwards. Nor does he discriminate
the wholly incredible allegations (<?</, as to transportations through the air
and transformations into animal forms) from the pathological phenomena,
which in the eyes of contemporaries were equally supernatural, and for
which, as might Ix? expected, the direct evidence was abundant 177 179

A most important class of these pathological phenomena were subjectire
hallucinations of the senses, often due to terror or excitement, and some-
times probably to hypnotic suggestion, but almost invariably attributed to
the direct operation of the devil. Other phenomena—of insensibility,
inhibition of utterance, abnormal rappart, and the influence of reputed
witches on health—were almost certainly hypnotic in character; “ posses-
sion " is often simply hystero-epilepsy ; while much may be accounted for
by mere hysteria, or by the same sort of faith as produces the modern
IMING-CUIES” et anae e 179-183

Learned opinion on the subject of witchcraft went through curious
vicissitudes ; the recession to a rational standpoint, which in many ways
was of course a sceptical movement, being complicated by the fact that
many of the phenomena were too genuine to be doubted. Now that the
separation is complete, we see that the exploded part of witchcraft never
had any real evidential foundation ; while the part which had a real
evidential foundation has been taken up into orthodox physiological and
psychological science. With the former part we might contrast, and
with the latter compare, the evidential case for telepathy . 183-185
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