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DEDICATION

oy TIHE

FIRST SPIRITUAL TEMPLE,

Cor. Newhury and Exeter 8ts,, Boston, Mara,

PRELIMINARY OR SPIRIT DEDICATION.

N Saturday Evening, Sept. 26th, a company
of fifty-seven persons, specially invited by
the spirits interested  in the structure, as-

seimbled in the large auditorium of the Temple.

These persons had been selected on account of their

known familiarity with and belief in the power of spirits

to render themselves visible, under appropriate con-
ditions, and hence their freedom from either excessive
curiosity or incredulity on the subject, which might in-
terfere with the object of the occasion; also, because
their unconscious emanations or atmospheres were such
as it was belicved would aid in the purpose had in view.

When all were in readiness, it was announced by

Mrs. Dyar, under control of the spirit known as Dr.

“dgarton, that an Astral Spirit, known as the .Star, had

expressed the desire and intention, on this occasion, of

reassuming a visible form for the purpose of making a

special or spirit-consccration of this Temple, prior to

the public dedication which was to take place on the
morrow. To afford this exalted spiritual being an




opportunity to accomplish this design, was the object of
the present gathering,

A small curtained apartment or *“ cabinet ”” had been
provided upon the platform., with temporary steps lead-
ing from the platform to the floor of the auditorium.
When these had been placed in position, Dr. D E.
Caswell, a well known medium for materialization, took
a seat within the curtained enclosure, and the gas lights
were extinguished, leaving the room in total darkness,
except for the dim rays of the rising maoon which
entered the windows. After a brief interval occupied by
music from the organ and singing by the assembly, an
appearance like a column of phosphorescent light was
seen standing by the altar.  T'his for a time appeared
to alternately expand and diminish, gradually advancing
towards the steps, till at length the outlines of a human
form, arrayed in a peculiar luminous robe, with a tall
head-dress or mitre, also luminous, were dimly visible.
The formrepeatedly advanced, and then retreated toward
the cabinet as if to gain increased strength, till at length
it reached the steps, and slowly descended to the floor of
the auditorium. As he came near the audience his
extended robe was seen to be composed of the finest
lace, possessing a singular luminosity, while an under-
garment resembling velvet of a rich royal purple color,
on which were figures of apparently symbolic character,
was observable. After reaching the floor the spirit,
silently waving his hands and arms over the assembly,
asif dispensing beneficent influence, passed up the near-
est aisle to the rear of the room, then crossed to the
other aisle and through it returned to the front, and
partly reascended the steps, having passed in all a dis-
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tance of over two hundred feet. It was observed as the
spirit left the platform, that his arms appeared of the
ordinary size of human arms, but on his return they
looked no larger than the bones of a skeleton, while the
whole figure seemed considerably diminished in size.
(It was subsequently explained, that this shrinkage result-
ed from the partial dissipation of the material gathered
chiefly from the medium’s body to constitute the visible
form.) Having regzained and partly ascended the steps,
the spirit paused, and in low whispers, inaudible except
to those nearestat hand, requested successively several
persons from the assembly to come forward, when each
was in turn addressed in a few appropriate words un-
heard by others. Among those present was Mrs. Fales,
a medium often used to interpret symbolic and occult
writings : she was called upon by the “strange visitor ”
to note and explain the symhols inscribed on his gar-
ments. She briefly stated her impressions, but said they
were not sufficiently clear, and that the interpretation
would be fully given at another time.

The visitor now requested in whisper a gentleman
present (Dr. Lang) to come forward and *“lend to him
the power of voice,” and to strongly exercise his will in so
doing. The gentleman designated took a position near
the spirit, and soon the latter began to speak in audible
tones, at first low and with apparentdifficulty, but after-
ward sufficiently loud to be distinctly heard throughout
the auditorium. He first expressed great gratification
that he had at length been able, for the first time since
he had thrown off the garb of mortality in the long ago,
to assume a visible and independent form, and to speak
with an independent voice to the people of earth. Though



as yet he could do this but imperfectly, in the near
future he would be able to speak more freely and with
greater power. He proceded to say, in substance, that he
esteemed it a great privilege to be permitted to be
visibly present, and take a prominent part in the dedi-
cation of this Temple, a structure in which he and his
spirit associates had taken the deepest interest from its
first projection, and which had been planned and erect-
ed under their prompting and guidance. It was to be
the starting-point and centre of a work of vastimportance
to the human race on earth. After speaking in this
strain for some moments, he advanced to the altar, and
with great earnestness and solemnity gave utterance
substantially as follows :

“1 consecrate this Temple to holy living,— to univer-
sal brotherhood,— to the cultivation of that spirit which
the Divine Master brought with him, in his life and teach-
ings when on earth,— to unity of the spiritual life with
that of earth, that there may be but one life, one brother-
hood, one God and Father of us all; that from this
place may be taught that wisdom which shall recognize
more than teachings from the intellect, even the de-
velopment and wisdom of the heart-life; that here the
hearts of people may be awakened # 4o, as well as their
heads to think, for only through the wisdom that
comes from both heart and head can God be brought
near to help us in all our endeavors. And may all

who come to listen have receptive hearts to be taught
how to live the divine life. Amen.”

T'he radiant spirit then retired toward the cabinet and
disappeared, and the assembly soon after dispersed, to

ponder the significance of what had been seen and heard
on this extraordinary occasion.
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THE PUBLIC DEDICATION.

This took place on the evening of Sunday, Sept. 27th,
in the presence of an immense audience, who crowded
every portion of the large auditorium,—many having
come from great distances to be present on this occasion.

The exercises were preceded by an organ concert
commencing at six o’clock, the instrument being presid-
ed over by E. E. Truett, whose renderings gave great
pleasure to the auditory. The platform was appropriately
decorated with two large crosses, one oneither side of the
altar. One was composed of choice flowers, the other of
grains in the stalk, while both were planted on mounds
of flowers, fruit and autumn leaves. A large five-pointed
star, made of flowers, hung in front of the altar.

At seven o’clock a fine quartette, consisting of Miss
Sarah C. Fisher, Mrs. J. M. Noyes, George E. Parker,
and Clarence E. Hay, and accompanied by the organ,
joined in rendering in an effective manner from the
Spiritual Harp, that stirring lyric, “ Watchman, what
of the Night?”



INVOCATION.
Delivered through the mediumship of Dr. D. E. CAswrrLr.

—_——

Eternal, all-wise and heavenly Father, we come at this
hour asking for Thy guidance and Thy ministering
care. We believe, O Infinite Spirit, that with the divine
presence, all things are possible, and we call upon Thee
at this hour, above all other hours, that Thy spirit of
charity may he present, and that harmony may prevail
and may remain with us for ever.  Father, enable these,
Thy servants, as they dedicate this Temple to wisdom,
truth and inspiration, to speak words of wisdom, words
of love, and words of power.  We are not unmindful
of our weaknesses, our shortcomings, our want of charity
and harmony ; but we believe that with a tender and
loving spirit, it may he possible for us to attain a higher
degree of charity, wisdom, love and patience.  Oh may
every officer connected with this Temple be given
strength at this time from on high, that he may he the
better able to perform his duty. Father, move all present
with thy holy spirit, strengthen them with new power,
and, above all; give them new light and inspiration. We
feel our responsibility fully, and realize all that we must
do, and all thy children must do for us.  Abide with us,
and send thy ministering spints to guide us into
pastures green and beside the still waters.  Father,
draw nigh unto him who has made it possible for us to
dedicate this Termple to-night; may his faith Le increas-
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ed ten-fold ; may the angels of heaven strengthen him in
every avenue of material life; may they unfold his spiritual
vision and consciousness to a higher degree of power,
Give him health, give him prosperity, give him those
guardian spirits who will not be unmindful of his welfare
at all times and through all generations, Abide, () Spirit
of Love with all who are here to night to speak to this
people ; may their hearts be filled with the oil of joy;
may their wordshe words of wisdom ; and may strength
be 30 given to those assembled herethat as they go forth
from this edifice they may feel that this has been a
season of profit, of joy, and of thanksgiving, O Spirit
of Truth, he with all who are unable to be present with
us to-night in their material bodies, and strengthen and
bless them.  Be with all who stand for spiritual truth,
whether they are near or far away; give to them the holy
spirit, with power and wisdom ; and bless all those who
have been asaociated at various times in the construct-
ion of this Temple ; be with them in their weakness
and in their strength, impart them charicy and wisdom,
that they may so live as to bring forth the highest good
to themselves and to their fellow beings. Infinite Spirit,
endow us with new power, with new inspiration, and
make us feel the great responsibilities that are resting
upon us : make u3 realize how much we need a greater
degree of charity, of the Christ-apirit, and that we should
like him suffer all things, that truth may out of that
suffering be victorious. Minister toall our wants, spiritual
and material, guide and direct us, and guide and direct
the work of this Temple.  Sustain those ancient spirits
who are 90 identified with every movement connected
with this Temple, who have watched with a jealous eye
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every step to the present hour; give them strength and
power that they may be better able to receive the divine
truths that from Christ are made manifest through their
instrumentality. Be thou, Infinite Spirit, not alone with
this Temple and its work, but with all humanity,
whether they be one with us upon the great question
of immortality or otherwise ; give them power to ap-
proach nearer and nearer to that truth which must, as
we believe, be one day universally accepted and rejoiced
in. Now, O Father, open wide the door which will
permit the highest intelligences of the spiritual world
to return and minister unto thy servants here, that the
words they speak may be words of wisdom and profit

to all. Hear us and abide with us, now and for ever-
more. Amen,

(o}

ORGAN VOLUNTARY.
Reading by Miss Zella Peabody, of a Poem given by spirit—
H. W. LOoNGFELLOW, for this occasion.

Two thousand years have passed away ;
Another yule-tide hath arisen;

Again His has power come to bid

The fettered spirits leave their prison.

The Star that rose so long ago

To guide the wise men from the East,
Sends now its light to earth again,
And points you to his second feast.

Doubt spake before. God heard the cry;
And sent his gentlest gift from heaven;
A soul endowed with glorious power
Unto the sons of men was given.
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He gave the piteous blind their sight,
And healed the sick, by power benign;
He bade foul leprosy depart,

And made the water blush to wine.

He woke the loved from death’s first trance;
He gave the sin-sick soul good cheer;

And taught His wondering followers,—

“ A greater than myself is here.”

Upon His brow they placed their gift,
This Medium, who bore all for men,
And suffered taunts and jibes and sneers,
And crown of thorns for diadem.

Descending from that world to this,
The Dove of Peace within his breast
Still murmurs at dogmatic creed,

And cruel bigotry ;— and man’s unrest.

He follows where your loved have trod,
And passes through the door they’ve made;
He speaks, and breaks the hush of years,—
“Lo! here am I,— e’en as you’ve prayed.”

Not three, but all the wise shall haste

To note the love He breathed before :

He brings you peace, with knowledge fraught;
“They live, and death can be no more.”

He comes who hath not been away

From any heart that sought his peace:

He comes ;— e're yet another year

The Nazarene shall bid your doubting cease.

We rear this Temple in his name and God’s;
We follow where He passed before :

We note his bearing as he enters in,

While Angels guard the open door.

The * Christal ” child of faith and hope
Heralds His coming. She will look
Into the eyes of all men, and reveal
Each heart unto itself —an open book.



They’ve builded well, who wield the key
That we may hold these walls within;
Whose rooms ourselves shall consecrate,
And change to peace the outer din.

As stone to stone a monument is raised,
This Temple stands, befitting him who gave;
Like it without; so let your hearts within
Rise from the past, as from the grave.

—_—C—

Solo by Miss S. C. Fisuer.—* Holy, Holy, Father.”
ADDRESS

By spirit DR. EDGARTON.  Delivered through the mediumship of
Mgs. E. R. DvAR.

Friends, it cannot give our fellow laborer and co-
worker in this great and noble work, more pleasure to
announce to you that the world of spirits is in your
midst and ready to do its work through my humble self
in a small way, than it gives me to stand beside him,
and to feel that, under that Almighty Presence which
sheds its guiding power over him and me, we owe to
him this vaulted roof, this vast space in which to show
our power, and prove through his instrumentality, as he
hopes to prove through ours, that all which the Father
has promised us, and which we have promised you, may
be granted fulfilment.

To-night it has been the express desire of the ancient
spirits, who have led on our work so largely, thatI
should speak to you upon the past, present and future
of this Temple. The group of spirits who, since the
time of the inauguration of Modern Spiritualism, have
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had in their charge the undertaking of building a
temple here, had in former times the same loving but
arduous task to perform. This same group of spirits
have been instrumental in rearing to that great Temple
of Truth on high, four othertemples, in which their spirit-
forms might be more perfectly manifested than they
could be in the haunts of men, used for other purposes.
Consequently, this is the fifth. Those temples which
were reared in the past held within their hallowed walls
intelligences as grandly and beautifully developed as are
you. Civilization had reached so high a point that
Science, walking forth with a sturdy front, bade defiance
almost to the gods themselves; and, taking Enlight-
ment by the hand, felt she could sweep and move the
universe. Having learned to count the stars, to weigh
and measure the planets, having learned the subtlest
arts both in color and form, the great intelligence of
the men of that time stood forth so free as to make
them feel that they indeed were the Almighty Presence
himself. Aye, in matters spiritual, so far as they touched
upon them, they deemed that they, if mediums at all for
the power of the Almighty, touched with their individual
hands His throne, and assumed His power to themselves.
Can you not see that in such a state of enlightenment
materialism must necessarily creep in and do its destroy-
ing work for the spirit? Can you not readily perceive
how necessary it would become for those who watched
upon the heights, drinking of the nectar of the gods,
and sweeping with a broad glance over all that might
be, as well as all that was, to speed from their homes of
light, and strike a death-blow to that materialism, by
bringing added power to the spiritual element for all
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individuals? But, friends, they tell me that, at that
time, such force of opposition met them,— such a great
wave of cruel hostility,— that many of those who were
used as instruments to assist in this noble work fell as
martyrs to the cause.

It is the great past of this temple-spirit of which I am
speaking. They who are inaugurating this work in your
midst to-day stand as a group of spirits, who, since the
building of their last temple, have been in our world of
spirits over five thousand years. Pause one moment
in your busy career of life, and think what it is they are
doing, and feel and sense their full power. These spirits
have, since their last residence here, added to the in-
telligence which they already possessed in their ability to
weigh and measure the planets, spiritual growth,
spiritual strength and knowledge, which now makes them
powerful workers in this great cause. The pastof their
temple-work speaks with great significance at the present
time. The same condition of affairs which made it
necessary for them to do their work during the existence
of the temple of which I have just told you, is apparent
in your world to-day. Thrones are crumbling into dust,
kings and queens are shaking beneath their crowns, war
speaks in spasmodic thunder-tones to the listening peace-
ful people, and makes them quail ; Science rides broadly
over the land ; Intelligence holds her clarion trump,
and speaks with clear searching power, making herself
felt in every household, however humble. The peasant
holds in his mind a power equal to the sceptre of a king ;
the day-laborer holds within his breast a knowledge
which makes him the peer of the millionnaire. Great
power everywhere is active upon your planet; but
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Religion, that graceful spirit from heaven itself, which
holds the elevating power to make you kings and
queens within your homes, however humble or however
grand, is crowded back and given hardly space in which
to breathe, or to make her pleading voice heard. And
why is this? It is because the spirit of the scientific
and intellectual world have repelled the spirit of that
gentle Teacher, the Nazarene, until, reappearing in his
materialized body, he must creep into your presence as a
martyr, and bear his cross anew. Here at least he shall
have one broad open door through which his presence
may come and be felt. More and more, materialism is
creeping into your central, national life ; more and more,
skepticism as to true moral worth is making its seductive
voice heard ; more and more is being felt that strain
upon the human heart, which, should the bond be
snapped, will leave you as regards morals, in ruins amidst
the gems and splendors of your intellectual and scien-
tific life.

It becomes necessary, then, in this condition of
yours, to rear again, to the spirit, a temple in your
midst. The spirit of the past, with its full power to
prove to mankind the great truth of immortality, speaks
to you to-day. The tottering doubt on this subject
must disappear, and the proof lies in the hands of those
who have gone before. Your fathers and mothers, your
children, your husbands and wives, through the power
to manifest in spirit to mankind, become priests above
all other priests. Any medium having the power to
give a spirit the opportunity to control, speak, and prove
to you that those who seem to be dead are still living,
becomes indeed a sacred temple, and should find the
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Kind friends, the future of your Temple lies here:
The doors must be thrown wide open for our com-
inm.  What is it that you as enlightened citizens
to assist us in this future 2 What is it
that we, within these temple walls, have to bring you?
Those who term themselves Spiritualists, who know
already that life immortal is an absolute truth, do not
necd our T'emple work as much as thousands who
are waiting still 1o have it presented in a more perfect
form. We have been able thus far, in our long waiting
upon you since Modern Spiritualism came into your
midst, to give you only imperfect representations of
ourselves.  We have made our cabinets and workshops,
and we have shown you that matter is simply a form or
expression of spirit.  But now we wish to bring more
clearly before you the faces of your dear ones, that you
may feel that the hearts which throb against your own,
when they take azain a form such as they once inhabit-

cd, are the same hearts that beat long ago in the breasts

of those you loved. In order to do this, we must have

ourmaterializing mediums placed in such conditions that
spirits coming into your presence as materialized forms,
shall be perfectly arnd completely independent of the
medium, whom they hold as a battery. This power is
becomning more and more possible to us, and is being
developed to such a degree that several spirits may
come into your presence at one time. We are giving
you through different mediums such manifestations of
this, that doubt must shrink away and stand aghast at its
own image.

Again, friends, you all complain, and justly, that
the spirit-faces which we bring to you as manifes-
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tations do not, save in isolated cases, resemble the
faces of those you love; but, if you will think for one
moment how almost impossible it is for you as living
entities before me to rightly represent in a complete
manner what your own spirits would reveal upon your
outer faces, you may judge something how difficult it is
for a spirit, having no longerits own body or form, to
represent, or stamp upon that materialized body which
it takes, the characteristic of its own spirit as it now is
in spirit-life. You wonder why this is so,—you, whose
faces are like so many masks before me. Not one of
- you at the present moment is allowing the best part of
yourself to be visible upon your outer countenance; not
one of you is stamping your highest possible intelligence
upon your face; not one of you is giving me one tenth part
of that which it may be possible for you, through study,
care, forethought and culture, to give me ten years hence,
if you remain so long in your material forms. Now,
friends, have you ever paused to think that your idea
of spirit-faces, when you visit our materializing cabinets,
is that they must not only look just as they did while on
earth, but must be transcendently lovely; must be very
spiritual; must be what you conceive an angel from heaven
to be. Broaden out a little. Remember that if many
spirits were brought into your presence, and could
reveal their faces as they ook fo us in spiritlife, they
would not, in many instances, have so spiritual an ex-
pression as that which is cast from the chemical elements
surrounding the medium. Set your intelligence as
actively at work upon this great question of materializa-
tion, as you do in every department of science, and
you will solve that which has been the greatest ob-
stacle placed in our way.
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From these remarks, you will understand that this
Temple-work is to be largely given to scientific proof
of materialization, by which the world at large, those
who have not made it a subject of profound study,
may be able to at least convince themselves of its
truth, instead of turning away with the one remark,
“It is fraud.” Through the kindness of him who
has made all this work possible for us, there are
upper rooms in this building which will be used as
séance-rooms for this purpose. Chosen mediums will .
be there to assist us in our work. As soon as it is
possible, we shall bring into your audience-room our
cabinet, and forth from it shall walk angels who have
added to the grace of their spirit and the. strength of
their intelligence, the Jowe that breathes through that
tenderest spirit God ever gave to the world, the
Master, who himself, before many months have passed
away, will give you undoubted evidence of his presence
with you.

The waning power of the Church needs to be built
up. What better spirit could be chosen than the
great Founder of its religion, to reappear in your
midst to-day with the olden power, and the glory of the
Star which heralded his coming shining again upon
your future life? Who can better teach this Church,
crumbling, wasting away, feebly leaning upon its crutch
which trembles beneath its weight,— who, indeed, but
he, who instead of the crown of thorns, the cross, the
bleeding hands, presents to you to-day the glory of his
own spirit, shining where the wounds have been ?

Friends, let me tell you that into your midst may come,
and has already come into the presence of a few, this
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Master spirit. Thousands to-day do not believe that he
was God himself. The liberal-minded thinker, the
earnest doubter, the scientist, and whoever grasps the
broadest scope of thought, or possesses the most com-
prehensive range of knowledge, does not believe it ;
and the Spiritualist in general will tell you that he has
proved the humanity of that spirit, as distinguished from
Godhood. Thousands of others who have made a
careful study of this subject, investigating where it was
possible to receive indubitable proof which would appeal
to their understanding, also know that he who was
grand enough to suffer as few have suffered that he
might give his testimony to the truth, is near the throne
of the Omnipotent Love, who gave him and you being,
—that he was more than a common intelligence, more
than your spirit and mine: and, further, that he was
sent from a group of spirits, being eager to do their
work in an age of bigotry and intolerance, eager toleave
his living body as a sacrifice to the truth of his almighty
love, eager that mankind should feel within their hearts
that the divine Angel of Peace really had existence,
though wars and terror, bitterness and cruelty were
abroad in the earth. If the Spiritualist of to-day, who
does not hold the Nazarene as God, believes that every
spirit that ever had a human form can manifest itself,
why cannot he also believe that the spirit of the Master
can return to you through the same avenue >—or the
spirit of Moses, or of any one who ever lived and whose
immortality is just as secure to-day as is that of your
fathers, mothers, brothers, and sisters? Others may be
even nearer to you in the largeness of their love, in the
strength of their courage, and in the power to make their
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presence felt. If others can come, the Master can, and
he has come.  To-day the world needs the presence and
power of his spirit more than ever.

Spinitualists will say to us, ** If we have the evidence
of immortahity through our fathers and mothers, what
can this apirit of the Master do for us?” Have your
fathers and mothers, your brothers and sisters, been
able to bring harmony into your ranks?  Have they
been able to give one liberal platform whereon you
as Spintualists might stand, reaching out the hand
of truc fraternity to each other, thouzh you might
differ in many things?  Has the great world at large
been morally redecimed 2 Has the Church been able
to keep its altars from crumbling?  Have kings and
queens learned to rule the people justly and wisely?
Has war ceased in your midst 2 Have the great mon-
opolics of wealth been able to wield its power so as
to devote it unselfishly to the good of the people ?
Nay ! nay! Then is not the presence and power of the
Great Teacher of brotherhood and love needed in your
midst ?

Fvery intelligent man, every careful thinker, every
onc carnest for the good of mankind, will see as
clearly as we saw,and now see, that you need the visible
cvidence that he exists. Would it be possible for him to
demonstrate his living presence to you by entrancing the
form which we are holding, and speaking his words of
lovethroughits lips? No! Would it be possible for him
to control any trance-medium, and make you feel that it
was other than the voice of the medium ? No! By many
it is not believed that he ever lived. Then see whata
vast work lies before us in the future of our Temple!
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We must prove to you, first, that this spirit exists in
your very midst, in order that his power may reach you,
and give you strength to send out a force which will
elevate the world politically and morally.

Yea, besides this, friends, a group of spirits, learned
as to chemical force and power, are waiting to con-
vince you. Just as it is necessary to bring the form
of the Master into your presence, to prove to you
that he did live, in order that you may feel the atmos-
phere of his work, and that it may enter every soul as a
living flame of fire, so is it just as necessary for us
to bring forward this great working band, that they
may teach you also of the laws which govern materializa.
tion. Shall we not be able to teach it through trance-
mediums? you may ask. No, we answer,— not to the
extent thatit is possible to do so through the materialized
spirit itself.

Friends, with all our patient work heretofore, we
have only been able 1o materialize the form, and in
isolated cases the spirit has been able to speak; but
now a power is coming into your midst, by which
these spirits who possess the knowledge of the laws
which govern matter, and the power to so manipulate
matter as to make the spirit-world reveal itself to you,
will be enabled to speak for themselves as materialized
spirits ; and then the man of science shall hear his own
terms from their lips. So far, these spirits have relied
chiefly upon the power of the medium, or upon the
power of the audience, to voice themselves; but as
soon as they gain the independent voice, they can
ther use the terms they were wont to use. Every
word they utter brings a greater strength than you
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can realize. A technical term of theirs means far
more to them, and has far more power in is appeal
to the man of science, than the common phrases of th

pzople. This the spirit-band are anxious to bring for-
ward. They want to come to yveou familiarly.—come w©
vou as those who held priceless gifts in their hands:
thev want to ceme to vou within these Temple wails
with theknowledge and strength which they have gained,
and with the glory of their homes shiring upon their
forms.

Have we nota great work before us to do this?
And that we may accomplish our purpese, only courage,
strength and spirital fortitude on the part of those who
aid and serve vs can make it passible. We invite not
only the Spiritualists who belisve in us and know us,
who approve and love us, who hold us in their house-
ho!ds and cling to us as oracles, bur all the waiting
world outside. to help vs: and with the positive know-
ledze. the demonstrative proof of immoriality to clasp
hands upon. we sha!l be able to bring greater harmony
and sobring greater blessedness.

Whry, I could rot tell you of the future of your Temple
with all its grea: possibilitdes, were I 10 consume the
hour in narratdng iz nor could I relate the complete
history of the past in the bringing forward of this werk
to the present: but in the future we will 1ake up these
points little by lirtle. Meantme we will hoid them in
our keeping as a sacred gift, and we wiil keep much of
our krowledge waiting for vou as you wait for the grow-
ing child. This is only the bezinning. this is oniy one

plantirom the grea: c-:onsen‘a;or_\' of God, which the
angel-world may bring 1o blossom in your midst.
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Now, friends, we as spirits out of the body will listen
as earnestly and as truly as will you who are spirits in
the body, to that which our friend and co-worker has
to offer us.

Anthem, by Quarteite,—* God is a spint.”



THE NEW DISPENSATION.
i i
Address delivered by Proressor Henry KipDLE.

—_———

My friends, though in view of this magnificent hall,
and in the presence of this great assemblage, I entirely
agree with the preceding speaker, that in whatever place
cven the simplest spiritual manifestation occurs — where-
ever the voice of the spirit is heard — that place, however
hurable, is as sacred as any shrine or temple.  Hence,
Ithink I hearsome persons say : A Spiritualist Temple ! —
what can be its purport and object? This I shall en-
deavor to explain,

When the ancient Roman augur, taking his stand on
the sacred celevation, marked off with his priestly staff
the space in the heavens within which the flight of birds
was to indicate the will of the gods, or tutelary spirits, of
the nation, that field in the heavenly vault became a
temple (Zemplum) for sacred observation: and hence, in
later times, the building erected for such divination and
other sacred services — whether the simple mound or
pyramid, or the costly and magnificent fane, containing
the shrine of the worshipped god, or spirit, as well as
the votive offerings of the [faithful —was known as a
temple; and upon such edifices men and nations have
lavished their wealth and exhausted all the resources of
thier wsthetic genius. The greatest triumph of Grecian
art was the temple of the Parthenon, erected by the
Athenians, through the skill of Phidias, at a cost, it is
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said, of five millions of dollars, and devoted to the wor-
ship of the tutelary spirit of Athens, the virgin goddess
Minerva.

But, my friends, the worship of finite, deified spirits
is a phase of Spiritualism which has long become obso-
lete among the enlightened nations of the globe, and is
altogether inconsistent with the ideas of this progressed
age and country.

Among the prevaling religionists of this time, sacred
edifices, churches or temples formally dedicated to the
worship of either a triune or unipersonal God, are chiefly
devoted to the enunciation and explanation of doctrines
beyond which it is conceived the human mind is unable
to pass, or of sacred mysteries into which it is solemnly
forbidden to pry. Buta Spiritualist temple cannot, con-
sistently with the most thoroughly established principle
of the New Dispensation —the great law of endless pro-
gression —be devoted to the teaching of final dogmatic
truths, divinely revealed or miraculously inspired, but
must enshrine and represent, in all its services and min-
istrations, that grandest of all truths, namely, that Truth
is something to be eternally sought for, since Zrutk ab-
solute can never be reached, much less formulated, by the
finitemind. There are, indeed, facts that may be estab-
lished by careful and rational inquiry, through the exer-
cise of our perceptive and intuitive faculties, and by the
due employment of a// the means of research which the
beneficent Creator has placed within our power, and
there are principles logically induced from those facts
which must bear to our minds, at each stage of progress,
the relation of truth; but as the universe of God is infi-
nite, and as there are consequently always new facts for
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us to acquire a knowledge of, our principles and con-
victions—and especially our conceptions of spiritual real-
ities, yea, even, or chiefly, our conception of God himself —
must be subject to revision and modification.

A temple, then, devoted to the uses of Spiritualism
must serve the purpose of investigation as well as of in-
struction ; for while the disciples of this modern revelation
have much to teach, they have, confessedly, far more to
learn. This is a fact which cannot be kept too steadily
in view, if we would repress dogmatism and resulting
inharmony, and encourage true progress.

The specific uses to which this grand edifice is to be
applied, must, necessarily, to some extent at least, render
it a definite and visible embodiment and exponent of the
principles and objects of the great spiritual movement
which the philanthropic impulses of its benevolent
founder intended it to subserve. Day by day, in this
city of literature, art, and general culture, not inaptly
styled the “ Athens of America,” the wondering eyes of
many gazers have watched this structure ascend toward
the heavens in its beautiful and-majestic proportions;
and each, according to his mental habitudes and religious
associations, when informed of its design to serve the
cause of that still popularly loathed thing, Modern Spirit-
ualism, has doubtless expressed his surprise or disgust.
Few, in comparison, have been those who have observed
its progressive construction with eager and delighted
interest, rejoicing that the new spiritual evangel —so
irrationally condemned and despised, as all new truths
invariably have been — had at last entered the heart of
a man grand enough in soul, and endowed sufficiently
with the wealth of this world, to give it a fitting temple
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first principles, on which to fix the initial link of the
chain, can never lead 10 the discovery of truth, but wi
rather conduct to the bewildering mazes of positive
error, or the cheerless wilderness of barren negation.
The angels of this Dispensation have certainly not come
to bring us into a state of mental chaos, by the destros
tion of all the established land-marks of religious or
spiritual thought, leaving us 10 extricate ourselves from
the labyrinth of intellectual speculation by the feeble
light of reason unaided by revelation. This is not really
free thought; it is intellectnal license; and from it, I think
it must be apparent to all thoughtful and spidtual ob-
servers, Modern Spinitualism, as a religious movement,
needs to be set free.

In its initiatory stages it was necessarily to a consid-
erable extent destructive or iconoclastics it had to tear
down before it could build up; but the time has now
come for it 1o show its constructive power, and to demon-
strate not merelv b_ahe enunciation of abstract principles,
but in the establishment of practical methods, that its
mission is to vitalize both religion and morality, elevate
human sociery to a higher and more unselfish plane, and
make the individual life purer and nobler.

Can it be doubted by any of irs adherents that this
is the morive of the angels who have brought us so many
messages of peace and good will, and have made known
to us things that the wisest and best of men in preced-
ing times have longed to see but have not seen them?
Andisitnot equally obvious that if we would be effectve
coadjutors with this angel host, we must steadily keep
that grand purpose in view, and adapt our exerdons to
it? To do this calls for self-devotion and self-abnega-
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tion — the earnest purpase and the pure thought, as well
as the exemphification in daily life and action of those
ethical and spinitual principles which we advocate as
capable of emancipating the now-darkened world of hu-
manity from the thraldom of ignorance as 10 their highest
and most endunng inleresis, from sensual indulgence,
and from vices that lead 1o spintual darkness and the
long agonies of remorse in spint-liie.

Enough has been taught us through the trustworthy
declarations and confessions of hosts of returning spinits
1o give us a ceriain knowledge of the conditions upon
which happiness depends in the spheres into which all
mortal life is destined 10 pass after the present state of
existence; and that knowledgze, adequately assimilated
and realized, must afford the strongest incentive 10 a
pure and useful life in this physical sphere, when viewed
merely from the standpoint of rational self-interest; while
the hizher and grander considerations which the Spiritual
Thilosophy presents, and impresses on the mind of him
who studies it, necessarily lead to soul cuiture, and an
adequate preparation for jovous intercourse and com-
panionship with the dwellers of the spheres of harmony
and light in the great bevond. Thus Spiritualism, in
its highest and most practical aspecis has enough of
solid, definite truth to form the basis for a compleie
course of instruction in things reiaiing to the spiriual
interests of man: and on this the minds of its disciples
will ever find sure and saie fooling. constantly Jooking
upward for clearer light instead of wandering forever in
the fog of unsatisfied skepriicism, always looking for a
“ sign,™ or in the mists of vain and useless specaladon.

To teach, to illusirate, and to disseminate these great
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truths must be one of the chief objects of those who
have control of this new movement, with the great ad-

vantages and numerous facilities afforded by this large

and commodious structure. Here opportunities may be
afforded to present to the world a spiritual outpouring

and illumination from the best and purest instruments
of modern inspiration —instruments through whom the

voice of the spirit may make itself audible to the remot-

estcornersof thecivilized world. Here frominspired lips
will ascend invocations to the Infinite Spirit; and strains

of devotional music will resound his praises while they
give expression to the religious emotions of the heart,
and kindle the deepest sentiments of the awakened soul.

There are those who seem to have never experienced,
and who are therefore unable to conceive, how great a
religious force emanates from pure spirit-communion —
who know itounly as something that appeals to the senses
and the intellect, and rationally satisfies their longings

for information in regard to the mere objectivities of
the world of spirits. These persons have not commenced

to realize the true grandeur of Spiritualism, as a means
of spiritual evolution — a means of bringing us ez rapport
with the denizens of the higher spheres, and above all
with Him whose instruments they are, and of disclosing
to us not merely the superficialities of rudimental
spirit-existence, but the incomparably greater splendors
of the celestial sphere — the glories of the inner soul life,
and the unfathomable mysteries of the Kingdom of God.

Spiritualism, in its essence, is not @ religion but the
only true religion, comprehending the essential truth of
all the religions of the world, past and present, and thus,
like the unadulterated teachings of Jesus, constituting
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a universal religion, both simple and sublime. I say
simple as well as sublime, for we shall find that the fur-
ther we advance in wisdom, the simpler will appear the
truths which we reach, and the more unitary their rela.
tions, thus showing us that we are approaching that
Great Centre and Source of all things, the Supreme
Truth, the incomprehensible Being who personifies to
our finite understandings all the attributes of Infinite
Wisdom and Perfection. * God,” says the voice of the
spirit to us, “is the eternal light; and his word is the
truth ; and all truth is his word.”

The soul has its ever-rising standard of perfection;
with every step of progress, with every achievement, its
ideal becomes loftier and more resplendent. Without
the conception in the soul of a Being of limitless good-
ness, love, and wisdom, man cannot continue to advance
in spiritual development. This is the light that, while
it is ever growing brighter and clearer, seems more dis-
tant and inaccessable, thus continually drawing the soul
onward and upward. Were the goal of man’s strivings
a mere conception of finitude, he must, of course, reach
it in finite time, and progression must then cease; but
there can be no end to the unfoldment of the soul’s
capacities, because though finite in its nature, its aspi-
rations are ever toward that Infinite Being in whose im-
age it was made. To approach God is to grow in his
likeness, and to become more god-like is to come nearer
to the Deity.

Had man nothing divine, or god-like, in his inner na-
ture, he could have no conception of a Being of infinite
goodness and love ; and assuredly that conception must
expand and grow clearer at every step of his soul’s un-
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foldment. Thus even our knowledge of God is a pro-
gressive element; and thus, too, we may see why there
are those who are unable even to admit that there is
a supreme and self-conscious Intelligence, the source and
center of both the physical and spiritual universe.
These are elementary religous truths to which I be-
lieve this modern revelation has given especial force
and emphasis. It is a false assertion that the angels of
this Dispensation have communicated a single thought,
word, or idea that tends to deprive religion of any of its
attributes as taught by any of the messiahs or spiritual
avatars of the past. They have aimed to strip it of its
corrupt accretions. and its man-made doctrines and ordi-
nances, and to bring it back to a recognition of eternal
and immutable principles. While, it is true, they have
laid down no system of faith and worship, nor enjoined
any formal ceremonial for its observance and perpetua-
tion, they have given those divine principles which eter-
nally bind all souls to their Infinite Father, and bring
them into harmony one with the other, after the reign
of earthly passion and self-will. It is by its spirituality,
purity, and simplicity that the religion of Spiritualism
will eventually bring all mankind under its sway —the
sway not of ecclesiasticism or sacradotal bondage, but
of the spirit, in humility and obedience to the divine will.
It is not to be denied, however, that there are those
in the ranks of Modern Spiritualism to-day who are not
inclined to view it as a religion, but rather as a science —
a separate department of knowledge, to be cultivated
and enlarged by merely intellectual research. It is per-
fectly true that there is a science of the spirit, both in its
mundane and supramundane relations; and the facts
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and principles of that science are becoming bietict Lnows
day by day. I earnestly hope that it mill ere long socure
that recognition which its imporiance demands | fot 1l
science of nature can never be complete until i1 cm.
braces both the spiritual and the physical side of 1he
universe. Butadenial of the religious element in Spuein
ualism can be made only by mcre intcllcctualista, s
whom that element has received no culiure, and who
therefore have failed to realize its force and beauty as
presented in this new illumination of the spint

It is to the uses and objects of Spiritualism in its te-
ligious aspects that this Temple is calculated to prove of
thegreatest value — showingtothe world thatthercis 3 1e
ligionin Spiritualisim, if not among all Spititualists, based
not on tradition or speculation, but upon truths cleatly
and scientifically demonstrated and sanctioned by the
highest reason. ‘TI'here is a sense in which science b
comes religion, and religion the Lighest and noblest
of sciences;since the science of the soul mustfar transcend
that of any department of physical nature.

However beautiful and soul-clevating arc the truths
we have already attained, in this transcendent sphere of
research, new fields of thought and conception constantly
await our unfoldment. We may ever hear the voice of
the spirit saying unto us: *1 have many more things 10
say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.” On all
rests the responsibility to prepare themselves for new
fields of exploration and higher spheres of contemplation
As Spiritualists, we can never allow our minds to cryvs-
tallize into creedal formulas, or become the fossilized
relics of past and effcte systems of thought.  Onicard
and upward must be our never-ceasing motto ; and while
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we ever “hold fast to that which is good,” and not rashly
s‘remove the ancient landmarks which our fathers have
set,” we shall never belie the law of progress, but con-
stantlylook forward to clearer views and a more extended
horizon for spiritual contemplation.

Thisenlightened spirit, as we can now clearly perceive,
is by no means confined to the professing adherents of
the New Dispensation, but has permeated the ranks of
its opponents, who, while they professedly cling to the
old theologies, and turn their backs on the new revela
tion, sneering at the very idea of anything new in revela-
tion, yet are, involuntarily, absorbing the ideas which
it has brought, and’slowly sewing into the old garment
of many colors bright patches of the new material which
the angels have brought at this time. It is true the
Scriptural injunction is somewhat opposed to this pol-
icy; but we must acknowledge that it evinces a pro-
gressive spirit, and rejoice in its devclopment, looking
forward hopefully to better results.

I do not, my friends, wish on this occasion to say a
single word that reflects on the purity and sincerity of
opposing religionists. Thereare, I must avow, principles
and ideas in Modern Spiritualism utterly opposed to the
doctrines of Christian orthodoxy; but its religous basis
is the same, and institutional Christianity has no actual
evidence upon which to rest its fundamental, vital facts,
that the revelation of to-day does not present, in a thous-
and-fold greater degree of strength and reliability. There
is no consistency in accepting the revelation of thousards
of years ago, and rejecting that which comes to-day
from the same source, and almost in the same manner

Investigation, as well as instruction and propagation,
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is unquestionably the solemn and pressing duty of the
hour. Itis, indeed, the most important part of our work
as practical Spiritualists and earnest students of 1he
Spiritual Philosophy. To that ficld of work, 1t must be
obvious, the erection of this building is a most valuable
contribution ; for here the best and purest instruments
for inspiration and revelation may, and should, always
find scope for the exercise of their gifts, and such pure
spiritual conditions as will enable the communicating
spirits to impart the highest truths unadulterated by the
dross of human passionsand errors.  Oversuch investiga-
tions the highest spiritual science should preside, and in
them the purest spirituality should prevail.

In conection with this point it will not be out of place
to say a few words on the subject of mediumship, as re-
lated to this movement, its past and future prospects.

Mediumship we may define as that peculiarity of con-
stitution which renders a person sensitive to the influences
of the spirit-world, and capable of being used as a means
of communication with it. Were there no mediums,
there could be no revelations from the celestial spheres,
and there never could have been, had the Divine Creator
bestowed upon no human being the qualities of a medium,
nor in his universal laws proyided for their existence.
Hadnoone ever been endowed with the gift of eloquence,
we should know nothing of the art of oratory; and had
musical genius never been one of the endowments of
humanity, music as an art would have known no develop-
ment. The same is true of every branch of art, as well
as of the genius that produces the beautiful creations of
poetry. All these are special endowments, through
which manifestations, or revelations if you please, of
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being deemed righteous beyond the average plane of
human infirmity. As Prof. Zéllner well said, the mar-
tryology of mediums remains to be written. Let us hope
that the materials for so sad a record will have to be
chiefly gathered from the past, and that the dawn of a
brighter day now appears for these our brothers and
sisters, who by their vicarious sufferings have been the
means of bringing so much light to the world. On the
other hand, every endowment of nature imposes upon
its possessor peculiar responsibilies. It is not simply
to be displayed for the gratification of vanity, or used
merely for the advancement of selfish ends, but to be
made to contribute to the general well-being of mankind.
Since all are not equally gifted,, such endowments are
not for the advantage of particular individuals, but for
the good of the world; and all are really entitled to a
share of the benefits accruing from their exercise. The
medium who looks upon his divine gifts as exclusively
for his own selfish purposes— who permits himself to
degenerate into a mere hireling, with no thought of, or
concern for, the divine origin and sacred purpose of his
endowments thus allowing the mercenary spirit in his
nature to contaminate these glorious gifts of God, and
making what was intended for an opening for the angels
of the supernal spheres to shed light upon the world,
merely the means for unprogressed familiar spints to
satisfy their persistent earthly passions and appetites,
must in- cur a fearful penalty of remoise and sorrow in
the world of inevitable retribution.
I, however, no less believe that mediumship is for the
elevation of the lower orders of spints as well as an
instrument for the higher ; and through it, without doubt,
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much good has been done in the spirit-world itself ; but

there is a vast difference between the employment of
mediumship for a beneficent purpose and the prostitu-
tion of it for unholy gratifications. It is greatly to be
regretted, nay, it is to be unqualificdly condemned, that
any of our mediums should degrade themselves to the
level of the low fortune-tellers and diviners who have,
inevery age of the world, whatever their cunning or
clairvoyance, been placed among the offscouring of
humanity. With all such a really spiritual movement
can have no possible affiliation, and can take no interest
in them except to convert them and elevate them above
their unfortunate condition of debasement.

And, correlatively, we cannot but consider that those
who make use of such persons, thus rendering them-
selves parties to this unholy debasement, place them-
selves upon the same degraded level. As there cannot
possibly be anything spirérual in such practices, or in
any form of what is called “business mediumship,” so
these things can have no real connection with Spiritual-
ism, belonging exclusively to that low Spirdtism which
the law of all enlightened nations have discouraged or
condemned, and which is, indeed, more inconsistent
with the civilization of the nineteenth century then with
that of any preceding age.

Men are not to surrender their individuality to spirit-
keeping, nor are they to allow their own God-given
faculties of judgment, reason, and conscience to be
superseded by the oracular voices or impressional in-

timations of an unseen, unknown, and always more or
less uncertain intelligence. Yet there are those— both
Spiritualists and professedly non-Spiritualists—who even
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under the feet of men, it will not be wholly abandoned
by the angels. ’

And now, myv friends while on this occasion of the
solemn dedicaion of this magnificient edifice to the sa-
cred purpose for which it is designed, I wouid éongratu-
late all the adheren:s of the New Dispensation, and
especially the Spiritualists of this city. who are more
immediately to enjoy the advantages which it affords, I
would at the same time remind all; and especially those
who are directly concerned in this movement, that those
very advantages impose corresponding resporsibilities.
Church edifices do not constitute religion —though many
seem to think they do— and this Temple can never. of
course, be more than an auxiliary to the cause of spirit-
val truth. Under wise manazement and direction, it
may be made a most important instrumentality in further-

ing the sucess of the movement, and giving it a stronger
and more exalted status in the minds of this and other
enlightened communities; but it is not difficult to con-
ceive, that under a mistaken or unwise policy, a policy not
governed by high spiritual principles, it might become
rather a calamity than a blessinz. While I sincerely be-
lieve that all things are overruled for eventual good in
the wise and beneficent counsels of an Infinite Providence,
and that no really gnod cause can ever ultima:ely prove
a failure —that, in the words of Emerson, “notking good
ever dies, but is eternally reproductive ”—I cannot but
admit that the best and most disinterested of human
undertakings often meet with the saddest of disasters,
which delay, if they do not defea:, the consummation of
the gzood designed to be a¢complished.

The members of this society, who are to have the cus-
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todr of this edifice, and the directiog of its affairs, must
be .quv aware that the eves of many anxious, many
hostile: perhaps many jealous. but doubtless also many
hopeful, obsersers are fixed upon them and their work.
To carry out the objects of this movement. and make it
contribute to the highes: interests of Modern Spiritualism,
in its best and purest aspects, will require great wisdom
and steadiness of policy : it will. indeed. need the wisdom
of the serpent with the innocence and purity of the dove.
Unfortunately. like the followers of similar movements
in the past, the disciples of Modem Spiritualism are not
charactized by that perfect harmony, and freedom from
the spirit of contention, which the ministering angels
ever enjoin and true spirituality always secures. There
are, naturely many conflicting views in regard to the
true objects of the movement, its real significance, the
facts and principles which it unfolds, and the methods
by which its progress is to be promoted; and we too often
see its exponents inordinately anxious to obtain for their
own individual conceptions and definitions an exclusive
recogmition and a universal acceptance, with a total in-
difference to the claims of other views.

Every Society must necessarily, set up its own stand-
ard. or go to pieces in the conflict of individual opinions;
and while that stardard accepts the great facts of spirit
existence, influx, and communication, it may differ in
many particulars from the standards of other persons
and societies equally sincere and equally devoted to all
the basic truths of the new dispensation. True spirit-
uality will ever dictate that forbearance and respect for
the convictions of others which forbid all irritating as-
saults upon them, made in a dogmatic spirit wholly dis-
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cordant with the key-note of this movement.

While unity and harmony are to be secured by for-
bearance, they are not the necessary result of abject
submission on the one side to arrogant demands or
dictation of the other—especially to the demands of
those who have no right to make any. Forbearance
should ever be mutual, and those who are not themselves
prepared to yield should never ask others to submit.

I most earnestly desire to see this effort in behalf of
the cause of spirit-communion truly successful—success-
ful in establishing a source and centre of spiritual truth
and spiritual investigation, in presenting an exemplifica-
tion of all that is good and pure in our noble cause, and
inaffording an incentive to others among its philanthropic
cxponents to exercise a public spirit, generosity, and
self-sacrifice commensurate with that displayed by the
worthy founder of this the first Spiritualist Temple in
the modern world.

May the blessing of God rest upon it and those who
preside over it; and may the angels of light and peace
constantly encompass it, bringing to it their protective
and uplifting influences, dispelling from it the dark clouds
of inharmony and error, and cooperating with its mortal
administrators and custodians to make it indeed a bless-

ing and a boon to all humanity.

SONG.— “ Show me Thy ways, O Lord.”
Miss S. C. FISHER.



REMARKS.

By SPIRIT CHRISTAL. Through the mediumship of
Mgs. E. R. DYAR.

—_——

Why, here I am, and I’'m so very glad to be here that
I want to laugh; but the spirit that taught me just what
to say to you said, Christal, “if you laugh right out, just
as you would like, they might not think it was the spirit
of mirth, but they might think that you were just a little
given to laughter in the wrong place.” But I know that
the leaves flutter when the wind blows, and I know the
birds sing when their hearts are full, and I know the
rainbow cannot help shining out when the sun shines
on it, and the rain is over; and I know that Christal
wants to laugh just like that. I don’t see how I can help
it, I try very hard, but I do want to. I’ll tell youwhy I
want to laugh so; because all the spirits that you can-
not see, and all the beautiful ones with the stars upon
them, and the shine on their garments are laughing too;
but when they laugh, it don’t make the same sound that
it does when Christal laughs through this body. There
when we make a sound, it seems to run all through
everything, and you feel it, but when Christal makes a
sound through this body it sounds so harsh, and I don’t
seem to feel it so much as it seems to feel after me.
But that isn’t what Christal came to tell you. It was
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just to say that to-morrow night, being the third night
of the dedication, because last night we had a spirit-
dedication here, and a beautiful spirit came out upon
the platform, and went down the stairs we made for it
and went all about the building with the light on its
garments. so as to make the building pure and beauti-
ful, and to consecrate it for its work: and the people
who were privileged to see it made perfect harmony for

it so it could come.
That made the first evening of our spirit-dedication

of the Temple, both for the spirit-world and for those

who witnessed it. To-night we have striven to give

you an intellectual feast, and to show you what we hope

to do, both with and for you. To-morrow night we

want you to come and enjoy a little social feast with us
here. The building will be open to all for inspection,
from its base to its summit. All the rooms will be open
for you to see, you will find rooms up above, but no
furniture in them, for Christal, by and by, through the
light and strength she may bring, will help you all to
furnish the rooms. This is my work, and I am only a
very little child, éut 7 am going to do it.

All of you, friends, who love us, all of you who are
interested in the cause of truth, all of you who wish us
well, and will strive to help us, come to Christal’s love-
feast to-morrow night, and that it may be a little
feast for the body too, I invite you all to what you call
down here crackers and lemonade, I want to laugh very
much now because that is such a very simple little
feast; but you know that the simplest things sometimes
become the greatest and the wisest, just as any great
and mighty and holy truth may be embodied in a small



principle, seemingly, even like a little child which out-
wardly is but of liztle moment.

DOXOLOGY.

CIRCLE OF APPROVAL.

On Monday afternoon, the 28th, at the desire of the
spirits interested in the Temple, there was held at: the
rooms of Dr. Caswell what was termed a “ Circle
of Approval” at which were present the following

persons:

MRg. T. D. PEASE,
Mrs. T. D. PEASE,
Dr. J. N. M. CLOUGH.
Mgrs. E. R. DyaRr,
MRs. SUE B. FALEs,
Mrs. T. C. AMORY,

MRs. H. E. FOSTER,
Mgs. S, J. CusHING.
MR. W. O’liARA,

MRr. WM. RaNDALL,
Mgs. M. E. RAYMOND,
MR. M. S. AYER,

DR. D. E. CASWELL.

The Spirits who materialized were the

TEMPLE SPIRIT,
YERMAH,
MAHOMET,
AGRIPPA,
HIRAM ABIFF,

THE MASTER,
CoNFucClUs,
ZOROASTER,

BEN FRANKLIN,
RICHARD ARKWRIGHT,

CHRISTAL.

The Temple Spirit addressed the *“Circle” substan-

tially as follows:
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It was the custom in ancient times after the second
night of the dedicatory services of one of their Tern
ples, to hold a circle for approval or disapproval of the
services. In accordance with that custom they had
called this circle. He said that all that had taken place
thus far met with their decided approbation, having
been in every way a grand success. Each of the other
spirits a3 they presented themselves expressed similar
sentiments. Confucius added some words of warning
in regard to the opposition which we must encsunter
from both spirits and mortals, but the work must and
would be 2 great success.

e —

DEDICATORY FESTIVAL.

On Monday evening, the 23th, in accordance with
the invitation given, and also, as stated, in accordance
with an ancient custom in the dedication of temples, 2
large company assembled to participate in social fes-
tivities. The entire building was thrown open for the
inspertion of its varicus apartments and conveniences.
After aome time spent in ocial intercourse, and in
viewing and admiring the different parts of the edifice,
those present were called to order in the large andit-
rivm, when Mrs. Dyar, under the eontrol of Dr. Edgar-
ton, proceeded to make a brief explanation of the sym-
bols of the crras and star a3 presented on platform;
also to present tn the Temple an incense-arn, of an-
cient Egoptian style, as 2 zift from ancient spirits of
that nation who are interested in the erection of this
modern structure. It was stazed that this urn or censer

4 ]
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had been fashisned in a brief time through the hands
of a medium entirely uwnakilled in art and ignorant of
Foyptian antiquities, working under the oontrol of a
spiric who had belonged to that ancient penple, The
emblems wroaght upon it had a agmbalic significance.
It was farther said, that the burning of incense in the
ancient Fgyptian temples was not 86 much a rite of
superstitious worship a3 a sanitary measure for the
purification of the atmosphere and disinfection from
foul emanations ; and a3 a physician of much ezperi-
ence, the eontrol wounld recommend the borning of
myrrh, frankincense and camphor in sick-rooms, hospi-
tzls and wherever needed 23 the mast effective dizinfec-
tant that can be used. The gift of this urn had besn
accepted, not for any supertitious use in this Temgple,
but out of resgect tn the ancient intelligences who had
kindly offered it

The eontrol then proceeded tn make some remarks
relative to the childapirit, CariaTar, who was taking
35 aciive 2 part in this Temple-rork; and ©ho is to be
still more acsive in the futire, [t wa3 stared. in subr
stance, that this sgiric i3 one who has had long experi-
ence and has made high atainments in the apiriteal
fife, but has chiosen to a3sume the character and gualic
ties of a little chilc—the Christchild—for the acoom.
plishment of a zrea: work for the advancement of ho-
manity. In her has been emfndied, 36t spealk, only
3o much of 2 grandiy expanded natare as shall illusrrate
and show forth the Cari3T21207 in the child—a happy.
joyous, laughing child, get intensely earnest o infiuse
the same spirit of love, trust, fideiicg, and joyous nne-
eemse inty others, tha: eanth-life may hecome better

and happier.
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The control was suddenly interrupted in his compli-
mentary remarks by Chrystal herself, who abruptly
took possession of the medium, and after a few charac-
teristic expressions, facetiously invited the company 10
the simple and harmless feast of “crackers and lemon-
ade,” provided in a room above. This novel “commu-
nion service” was socially participated in by a large
number, and formed the concluding exercise of the ded-
ication of the First Spiritual Temple in Boston.




