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MINARY OR SPIRIT DEDICATION.

N Saturday Evening, Sept. 2 6 th, a company 
of fifty-seven persons, specially invited by 
the spirits interested in the structure, as- 

sembled in the large auditorium of the Temple. 
These persons had been selected on account of their 
known familiarity with and belief in the power of spirits 
to render themselves visible, under appropriate con 
ditions, and hence their freedom from either excessive 
curiosity or incredulity on the subject, which might in 
terfere with the object of the occasion; also, because 
their unconscious emanations or atmospheres were such 
as it was believed would aid in the purpose had in view.

When all were in readiness, it was announced by 
Mrs. Dyar, under control of the spirit known as Dr. 
Edgarton, that an Astral Spirit, known as the S ta r , had 
expressed the desire and intention, on this occasion, of 
reassuming a visible form for the purpose of making a 
special or spirit-consecration of this Temple, prior to 
the public dedication which was to take place on the 
morrow. To afford this exalted spiritual being an
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opportunity to accomplish this design, was the object of 
the present gathering.

A small curtained apartment or “ cabinet 99 had been 
provided upon the platform, with temporary steps lead 
ing from the platform to the floor of the auditorium. 
When these had been placed in position, Dr. D E. 
Caswell, a well known medium for materialization, took 
a seat within the curtained enclosure, and the gas lights 
were extinguished, leaving the room in total darkness, 
except for the dim rays of the rising moon which 
entered the windows. After a brief interval occupied by 
music from the organ and singing by the assembly, an 
appearance like a column of phosphorescent light was 
seen standing by the altar. This for a time appeared 
to alternately expand and diminish, gradually advancing 
towards the steps, till at length the outlines of a human 
form, arrayed in a peculiar luminous robe, with a tall 
head-dress or mitre, also luminous, were dimly visible. 
The form repeatedly advanced, and then retreated toward 
the cabinet as if to gain increased strength, till at length 
it reached the steps, and slowly descended to the floor of 
the auditorium. As he came near the audience his 
extended robe was seen to be composed of the finest 
lace, possessing a singular luminosity, while an under 
garment resembling velvet of a rich royal purple color, 
on which were figures of apparently symbolic character, 
was observable. After reaching the floor the spirit, 
silently waving his hands and arms over the assembly, 
as if dispensing beneficent influence, passed up the near 
est aisle to the rear of the room, then crossed to the 
other aisle and through it returned to the front, and 
partly reascended the steps, having passed in all a dis-
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tance of over two hundred feet It was observed as the 
spirit left the platform, that his arms appeared of the 
ordinary size of human arms, but on his return they 
looked no larger than the bones of a skeleton, while the 
whole figure seemed considerably diminished in size. 
(It was subsequently explained, that this shrinkage result 
ed from the partial dissipation of the material gathered 
chiefly from the medium’s body to constitute the visible 
form.) Having regained and partly ascended the steps, 
the spirit paused, and in low whispers, inaudible except 
to those nearest at hand, requested successively several 
persons from the assembly to come forward, when each 
was in turn addressed in a few appropriate words un 
heard by others. Among those present was Mrs. Fales, 
a medium often used to interpret symbolic and occult 
writings : she was called upon by the “ strange visitor” 
to note and explain the symbols inscribed on his gar 
ments. She briefly stated her impressions, but said they 
were not sufficiently clear, and that the interpretation 
would be fully given at another time.

The visitor now requested in whisper a gentleman 
present (Dr. Lang) to come forward and “ lend to him 
the power of voice,” and to strongly exercise his will in so 
doing. The gentleman designated took a position near 
the spirit, and soon the latter began to speak in audible 
tones, at first low and with apparent difficulty, but after 
ward sufficiently loud to be distinctly heard throughout 
the auditorium. He first expressed great gratification 
that he had at length been able, for the first time since 
he had thrown off the garb of mortality in the long ago, 
to assume a visible and independent form, and to speak 
with an independent voice to the people of earth. Though
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as yet he could do this but imperfectly* in the near 
future he would be able to speak more freely and with 
greater power. He proceded to say, in substance, that he 
esteemed it a great privilege to be permitted to be 
visibly present, and take a prominent part in the dedi 
cation of this Temple, a structure in which he and his 
spirit associates had taken the deepest interest from its 
first projection, and which had been planned and erect 
ed under their prompting and guidance. It was to be 
the starting-point and centre of a work of vast importance 
to the human race on earth. After speaking in this 
strain for some moments, he advanced to the altar, and 
with great earnestness and solemnity gave utterance 
substantially as follows:

“  I  consecrate this T em p le  to holy living,—  to univer-
sa l b ro th e rh o o d ^ -to  the cultivation of that spirit which 
the D ivine M aster brought with him, in his life and teach-
in gs when on earth,—  to unity of the spiritual life with 
that of earth , that there may be but one life, one brother-
hood, one G od  and Fath er o f us a l l ; that from this 
p lace m ayb e  taught that wisdom which shall recognize 
m ore than teachings from the intellect, even the de-
velopm ent and wisdom of the heart-life; that here the 
hearts of people may be awakened to do, as well as their 
heads to think, for only through the wisdom that 
com es from both heart and head can God be brought, 
near to help us in all our endeavors. And may all 
who come to listen have receptive hearts to be taught 
how to live the divine life. Am en.”

T h e radiant spirit then retired toward the cabinet and 
. disappeared, and the assembly soon after dispersed, to 

ponder the significance of what had been seen and heard 
on this extraordinary occasion.
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THE PUBLIC DEDICATION.
This took place on the evening of Sunday, Sfept. 27th, 

in the presence of an immense audience, who crowded 
every portion of the large auditorium,—many having 
come from great distances to be present on this occasion.

The exercises were preceded by an organ concert 
commencing at six o’clock, the instrument being presid 
ed over by E. E. Truett, whose renderings gave great 
pleasure to the auditory. The platform was appropriately 
decorated with two large crosses, one on either side of the 
altar. One was composed of choice flowers, the other of 
grains in the stalk, while both were planted on mounds 
of flowers, fruit and autumn leaves. A large five-pointed 
star, made of flowers, hung in front of the altar.

At seven o’clock a fine quartette, consisting of Miss 
Sarah C. Fisher, Mrs. J. M. Noyes, George E. Parker, 
and Clarence E. Hay, and accompanied by the organ, 
joined in rendering in an effective manner from the 
Spiritual Harp, that stirring lyric, “ Watchman, what 
of the Night ? ”
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IN V O C A T IO N ,

Delivered through the medtamahip of Dr, D, E. Ca s w z l l , 

o

Eternal, all-wise and heavenly Father, we come at this 
hour asking for T h y guidance and T h y ministering 
care. We believe, O Infinite Spirit, that with the divine 
presence, all things are possible, and we call upon Thee 
at this hour, above all other hours, that T h y spirit of 
charity may be present, and that harmony may prevail 
and may remain with us for ever. Father, enable these, 
T h y  servants, as they dedicate this Tem ple to wisdom, 
truth and inspiration, to speak words of wisdom, words 
o f love, and words of power. We are not unmindful 
o f our weaknesses, our shortcomings, our want of charity 
and harm ony; but we believe that with a  tender and 
loving spirit, it m ay be possible for us to attain a higher 
degree o f charity, wisdom, love and patience. Oh may 
every officer connected with this Temple be given 
strength at this time from on high, that he may be the 
better able to perform his duty. Father, move all present 
with thy holy spirit, strengthen them with new power, 
and, above all, give them new light and inspiration. We 
feel our responsibility fully, and realize all that we must 
do, and all thy children must do for us. Abide with us, 
and send thy ministering spirits to guide us into 
pastures green and beside the still waters. Father, 
draw nigh unto him who has made it possible for us to 
dedicate this Tem ple to-night; may his faith be increas-



ed ten-fold; may the angel* of heaven strengthen him In 
every avenue of material life; may they unfold hi* spiritual 
vision and consciousness to a higher degree of power. 
Give him health, give him prosperity, give him those 
guardian spirit* who will not be unmindful of his welfare 
at all times and through all generations. Abide, O Spirit 
of Love with all who are here to night to speak to this 
people; may their hearts be filled with the oil of jo y ; 
may their words be words of wisdom ; and may strength 
be so given to those assembled here,that as they go forth 
from this edifice they may feel that this has been a 
season of profit, of joy, and of thanksgiving, O Spirit 
of Truth, be with all who are unable to be present with 
us to-night in their material bodies, and strengthen and 
bless them. Be with all who stand for spiritual truth, 
whether they are near or far away; give to them the holy 
spirit, with power and wisdom ; and bless all those who 
have been associated at various times In the construct-
ion of this Tem ple; be with them In their weakness 
and In their strength, impart them charity and wisdom, 
that they may so live as to bring forth the highest good 
to themselves and to their fellow beings, Infinite Spirit, 
endow  us with new power, with new inspiration, and 
make us feel the great responsibilities that are resting 
upon u s ; make us realize how much we need a greater 
degree o f charity, of the Christ-* pi rtf, and that we should 
like him suffer all things, that truth may out of that 
suffering be victorious. Minister to all our wants, spiritual 
and material, guide and direct us, and guide and direct 
the work of this Temple, Sustain those ancient spirits 
who are so Identified with every movement connected 
with this Temple, who have watched with a jealous eye
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every step to the present h ou r; give them strength and 
power that they may be better able to receive the divine 
truths that from Christ are made manifest through their 
instrumentality. Be thou, Infinite Spirit, not alone with 
this Temple and its work, but with all humanity, 
whether they be one with us upon the great question 
of immortality or otherwise ; give them power to ap 
proach nearer and nearer to that truth which must, as 
we believe, be one day universally accepted and rejoiced 
in. Now, O Father, open wide the door which will 
permit the highest intelligences of the spiritual world 
to return and minister unto thy servants here, that the 
words they speak may be words of wisdom and profit 
to all. Hear us and abide with us, now and for ever 
more. Amen.

----------o ----------

ORGAN VOLUNTARY. '

R e a d in g  b y  M iss  Z e lla  P eab od y, o f a  Poem  g iven  b y  sp irit—

H . W . L o n g f e l l o w , for this occasion.

T w o  thousand  y e ars  h ave  p assed  aw ay ;
A n o th er yu le-tide hath a r is e n ;
A g a in  H is  h as p ow er com e to b id  
T h e  fettered  sp irits  le av e  th eir prison .

T h e  S ta r  that ro se  so lon g ago 
T o  gu ide the w ise  m en from  the E a s t ,
S en d s now its ligh t to earth  again ,
A n d  points yo u  to h is second feast.

D o u b t sp ak e  before . G o d  heard  the c r y ;
A n d  sent h is gentlest g ift from  h e a v e n ;
A  sou l endow ed w ith  g lorious pow er 
U n to  the sons o f m en w as given .
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He gave the piteous blind their sight,
And healed the sick, by power benign;
He bade foul leprosy depart,
And made the water blush to wine.
He woke the loved from death’s first trance; 
He gave the sin-sick soul good cheer;
And taught His wondering followers,—
“ A greater than myself is here.”
Upon His brow they placed their gift,
This Medium, who bore all for men,
And suffered taunts and jibes and sneers,
And crown of thorns for diadem.
Descending from that world to this,
The Dove of Peace within his breast 
Still murmurs at dogmatic creed,
And cruel bigotry;— and man’s unrest.
He follows where your loved have trod,
And passes through the door they’ve made; 
He speaks, and breaks the hush of years,—
“ Lo I here am I,— e’en as you’ve prayed.”
Not three, but all the wise shall haste 
To note the love He breathed before:
He brings you peace, with knowledge fraught; 
“ They live, and death can be no more.”
He comes who hath not been away 
From any heart that sought his peace:
He comes;— e’re yet another year
The Nazarene shall bid your doubting cease.
We rear this Temple in his name and God’s ; 
We follow where He passed before :
We note his bearing as he enters in,
While Angels guard the open door.
The “ Christal ” child of faith and hope 
Heralds His coming. She will look 
Into the eyes of all men, and reveal 
Each heart unto itself —an open book.



They’ve builded well, who wield the key 
That we may hold these walls w ith in ;
W hose rooms ourselves shall consecrate,
A nd change to peace the outer din.

A s  stone to stone a  monument is raised,
T his Temple stands, befitting him who gave ;
L ike  it without; so let your hearts within 
R ise  from the past, as from the grave.

------ o------

Solo by Miss S. C. F i s h e r .—“ Holy, Holy, Father.” 

ADDRESS

B y  spirit D r . Ed g ar t o n. Delivered through the mediumship of 
Mr s. E. R. Dy a r .

Friends, it cannot give our fellow laborer and co- 
worker in this great and noble work, more pleasure to 
announce to you that the world of spirits is in your 
midst and ready to do its work through my humble self 
in a small way, than it gives me to stand beside him, 
and to feel that, under that Almighty Presence which 
sheds its guiding power over him and me, we owe to 
him this vaulted roof, this vast space in which to show 
our power, and prove through his instrumentality, as he 
hopes to prove through ours, that all which the Father 
has promised us, and which we have promised you, may 
be granted fulfilment.

To-night it has been the express desire of the ancient 
spirits, who have led on our work so largely, that I 
should speak to you upon the past,, present and future 
of this Temple. The group of spirits who, since the 
time of the inauguration of Modern Spiritualism, have
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had in their charge the undertaking of building a 
temple here, had in former times the same loving but 
arduous task to perform. This same group of spirits 
have been instrumental in rearing to that great Temple 
of Truth on high, four other temples, in which their spirit- 
forms might be more perfectly manifested than they 
could be in the haunts of men, used for other purposes. 
Consequently, this is the fifth. Those temples which 
were reared in the past held within their hallowed walls 
intelligences as grandly and beautifully developed as are 
you. Civilization had reached so high a point that 
Science, walking forth with a sturdy front, bade defiance 
almost to the gods themselves; and, taking Enlight- 
ment by the hand, felt she could sweep and move the 
universe. Having learned to count the stars, to weigh 
and measure the planets, having learned the subtlest 
arts both in color and form, the great intelligence of 
the men of that time stood forth so free as to make 
them feel that they indeed were the Almighty Presence 
himself. Aye, in matters spiritual, so far as they touched 
upon them, they deemed that they, if mediums at all for 
the power of the Almighty, touched with their individual 
hands His throne, and assumed His power to themselves. 
Can you not see that in such a state of enlightenment 
materialism must necessarily creep in and do its destroy 
ing work for the spirit ? Can you not readily perceive 
how necessary it would become for those who watched 
upon the heights, drinking of the nectar of the gods, 
and sweeping with a broad glance over all that might 
be, as well as all that was, to speed from their homes of 
light, and strike a death-blow to that materialism, by 
bringing added power to the spiritual element for all
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in d iv id u a ls?  B u t, fr ie n d s, th ey  te ll m e th at, a t that 
tim e, such fo rc e  o f op p osition  m et them ,—  such  a  g re a t 
w a ve  o f  cru e l h o stility ,—  th at m an y o f  th ose  w ho w ere 
u sed  a s  in stru m en ts to a ss ist  in  th is n o b le  w o rk  fe ll  as 
m artyrs  to the ca u se .

I t  is  the g re a t p ast o f  th is tem p le-sp irit o f w hich  I  am  
sp e a k in g . T h e y  who are  in a u g u ra tin g  th is w ork  in  yo u r 
m id st to -d ay stan d  a s  a  gro u p  o f sp irits , w ho, s in ce  the 
b u ild in g  o f th e ir la s t  tem ple , h ave  b een  in o u r w orld  o f 
sp ir its  o v e r  five  th o u san d  y e a rs . P a u se  on e m om ent 
in  yo u r b u sy  c a re e r  o f life , and  th ink  w h at it  is  th ey  are  
d o in g, an d  fe e l an d  sen se  th e ir fu ll pow er. T h e se  sp irits  
h a ve , sin ce  th e ir la st  re s id en ce  h ere , ad d ed  to the in -
te llig en ce  w hich  th ey  a lre a d y  p o ssessed  in th e ir ab ility  to 
w eigh  an d  m easure  the p lan ets, sp iritu a l grow th, 
sp iritu a l stren gth  and k n ow led ge , w hich  now  m akes them  
pow erfu l w o rk ers  in th is g rea t cau se . T h e  p ast o f th e ir 
tem ple-w ork  sp e a k s  w ith g re a t s ign ifican ce  at the p resen t 
tim e. T h e  sam e con d ition  o f a ffa irs  w h ich  m ade it 
n e c e ssa ry  fo r  them  to do th e ir w ork  d u rin g  the ex isten ce  
o f  the tem ple  o f  w h ich  I  h a ve  ju s t  to ld  you , is  ap p aren t 
in  y o u r w o rld  to-day. T h ro n e s  are  c ru m b lin g  into dust, 
k in g s  an d  q u een s are  sh a k in g  b en eath  th eir crow ns, w ar 
sp e a k s  in sp asm o d ic  thunder-tones to the listen in g  p eace-
fu l p eo p le , an d  m ak es them  q u a i l ; S c ien ce  rid e s  b ro ad ly  
o v er the la n d  ; In te llig e n c e  h o ld s h er c lario n  trum p, 
an d  sp e a k s  w ith  c le a r  sea rch in g  pow er, m ak in g  h erse lf 
fe lt  in  e v e ry  h ou seh o ld , h ow ever h um ble. T h e  p easant 
h o ld s  in  h is m ind  a  p ow er eq u a l to the scep tre  o f a  k in g ; 
the d ay-lab o rer h o ld s w ith in  h is b re a st a  know ledge 
w h ich  m ak e s  him  th e p e e r  o f  the m illio n n aire . G reat 
p o w er eve ryw h ere  is  a c tiv e  upon yo u r p la n e t ; but



Religion, that graceful spirit from heaven itself, which 
holds the elevating power to make you kings and 
queens within your homes, however humble or however 
grand, is crowded back and given hardly space in which 
to breathe, or to make her pleading voice heard. And 
why is this ? It is because the spirit of the scientific 
and intellectual world have repelled the spirit of that 
gentle Teacher, the Nazarene, until, reappearing in his 
materialized body, he must creep into your presence as a 
martyr, and bear his cross anew. Here at least he shall 
have one broad open door through which his presence 
may come and be felt. More and more, materialism is 
creeping into your central, national life; more and more, 
skepticism as to true moral worth is making its seductive 
voice heard; more and more is being felt that strain 
upon the human heart, which, should the bond be 
snapped, will leave you as regards morals, in ruins amidst 
the gems and splendors of your intellectual and scien 
tific life.

It becomes necessary, then, in this condition of 
yours, to rear again, to the spirit, a temple in your 
midst. The spirit of the past, with its full power to 
prove to mankind the great truth of immortality, speaks 
to you to-day. The tottering doubt on this subject 
must disappear, and the proof lies in the hands of those 
who have gone before. Your fathers and mothers, your 
children, your husbands and wives, through the power 
to manifest in spirit to mankind, become priests above 
all other priests. Any medium having the power to 
give a spirit the opportunity to control, speak, and prove 
to you that those who seem to be dead are still living, 
becomes indeed a sacred temple, and should find the
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Kind friends, the future of your Temple lies here:
The doors must be thrown wide open for our com 
ing. What is it that you as enlightened citizens 
have to do to assist us in this future ? What is it 
that we, within these temple walls, have to bring you ? j
Those who term themselves Spiritualists, who know 
already that life immortal is an absolute truth, do not 
need our Temple work as much as thousands who 
are waiting still to have it presented in a more perfect 
form. We have been able thus far, in our long waiting 
upon you since Modern Spiritualism came into your j 
midst, to give you only imperfect representations of 
ourselves. We have made our cabinets and workshops, { 
and we have shown you that matter is simply a form or 
expression of spirit. But now we wish to bring more 
clearly before you the faces of your dear ones, that you 
may feel that the hearts which throb against your own, 
when they take again a form such as they once inhabit- I 
ed, are the same hearts that beat long ago in the breasts 
of those you loved. In order to do this, we must have 1 
our materializing mediums placed in such conditions that ( 
spirits coming into your presence as materialized forms, ' 
shall be perfectly and completely independent of the 
medium, whom they hold as a battery. This power is * 
becoming more and more possible to us, and is being 
developed to such a degree that several spirits may 
come into your presence at one time. We are giving 
you through different mediums such manifestations of j 
this, that doubt must shrink away and stand aghast at its
own image.

Again, friends, you all complain, and justly, that 
the spirit-faces which we bring to you as manifes-
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tations do not, save in isolated cases, resem ble the 
faces of those you lo v e ; but, if you will think for one 

moment how alm ost im possible it is for you as living  
entities before me to rightly represent in a  com plete 

m anner what your own spirits would reveal upon y o u r*  
outer faces, you m ay judge som ething how difficult it is , 
for a spirit, having no longer its own body or form, to 
represent, or stam p upon that m aterialized body which  

in t a k e s ,  the characteristic of its own spirit as it now is 

in  spirit-life. Y o u  w onder why this is so,— you, whose, 

faces are like so m any m asks before me. N o t one o f  

> you at the present moment g s  allow ing the best part of 

yo urself to be visible upon your outer countenance; not 

one of you j^ fta m p in g  your highest possible intelligence 

upon your face; not one of you is giving me one tenth part 

of that whicpp'lt m ay be possible for you, through study, 

care, forethought and culture, to give me ten years hence, 

if you rem ain so long in your m aterial form s. N ow , 

frien ds, have you ever paused to think that your idea  

of spirit-faces, when you visit our m aterializing cabinets, 

is that they m ust not only look ju st as they did while on 

earth, but must be transcendently lo ve ly ; m ust be v e ry  

spiritual; m ust be what you conceive an angel from heaven  

to be. B roaden  out a little. R em em b er that if m any  

spirits w ere brought into your presence, and could  

reveal their fa ce s as they look to us  in spirit-life, they  

w ould not, in m any instances, have so spiritual an ex-

pression as that w hich is cast from  the chem ical elem ents 

su rrou nd ing the m edium . S e t  yo u r intelligence as 

active ly  at w ork upon this great question of m aterializa-

tion, as you  do in every departm ent of science, and  

yo u  w ill solve that w hich h as been the greatest ob-

stacle  p laced  in our w ay.
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F ro m  th ese rem a rk s, y o u  w ill u n d e rsta n d  th a t this  

T e m p le -w o rk  is to b e la r g e ly  g iv e n  to sc ien tific  p r o o f  
o f  m a teria liza tio n , b y  w h ich  the w o rld  at la rg e , th ose  

w h o h a v e  n ot m a d e  it a  s u b je c t  o f p ro fo u n d  stu d y , 

m a y  b e a b le  to a t le a st  c o n v in c e  th e m s e lv e s  o f its  

truth, in ste a d  o f tu rn in g  a w a y  w ith  th e  o n e  rem a rk , 

“ I t  is fra u d .”  T h r o u g h  th e k in d n e s s  o f h im  w h o  

h a s m ad e a ll th is w o rk  p o s s ib le  fo r  u s, th e re  a re  

u p p e r ro o m s in th is b u ild in g  w h ic h  w ill b e  u se d  as  

sea n ce-ro o m s fo r  th is p u rp o se . C h o s e n  m e d iu m s w i l l . 

b e th ere to a ssist  u s  in o u r  w o rk . A s  s o o n  a s  it is  

p o ssib le , w e  sh a ll b rin g  in to  y o u r  a u d ie n c e -ro o m  o u r  

c a b in e t, an d  fo rth  fro m  it s h a ll w a lk  a n g e ls  w h o .h a v e  

a d d e d  to th e g r a c e  o f th e ir  s p ir it  a n d  th e. stre n g th  of  

th eir  in te llig e n ce , th e lo ve  th a t b r e a th e s  th ro u g h  th a t  

te n d e re st s p irit  G o d  e v e r  g a v e  to th e  w o rld , the  

M a s te r , w h o  h im se lf, b e fo r e  m a n y  m o n th s  h a v e  p a ss e d  

a w a y , w ill g iv e  y o u  u n d o u b te d  e v id e n c e  o f  h is  p re s e n c e  

w ith  y o u .

The waning power of the Church needs to be built 
up. What better spirit could be chosen than the 
great Founder of its religion, to reappear in your 
midst to-day with the olden power, and the glory of the 
Star which heralded his coming shining again upon 
your future life ? Who can better teach this Church, 
crumbling, wasting away, feebly leaning upon its crutch 
which trembles beneath its weight,— who, indeed, but 
he, who instead of the crown of thorns, the cross, the 
bleeding hands, presents to you to-day the glory of his 
own spirit, shining where the wounds have been ?
. Friends, let me tell you that into your midst may come, 
and has already come into the presence of a few, this
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' M aster spirit. Thousands to-day do not believe that he 
was G od himself. T h e liberal-minded thinker, the 
earnest doubter, the scientist, and whoever grasps the 
broadest scope of thought, or possesses the most com-
prehensive range of knowledge, does not believe i t ; 
and the Spiritualist in general will tell you that he has 

proved the humanity of that spirit, as distinguished from 
Godhood. Thousands of others who have made a 

careful study of this subject, investigating where it was 

possible to receive indubitable proof which would appeal 
to their * understanding, also know that he who was 
grand enough to suffer as few  have suffered that he 
might g iv ^ h is  testimony to the truth, is near the throne 

| of the Omnipotent L o ve, who gave him and you being, 

— that he was more than a common intelligence, more 

i than your spirit and m ine: and, further, that he was 
• sent from a group of spirits, being eager to do their 

j work in an age of bigotry and intolerance, eager to leave 

| his living body as a sacrifice to the truth of his almighty 
love, eager that mankind should feel within their hearts 

I that the divine; A n gel of P eace really had existence, 
though w ars and terror, bitterness and cruelty were 

abroad in the earth. If the Spiritualist of to-day, who 
i does not hold the Nazarene as God, believes that every  

( spirit that ever had a human form can manifest itself, 

why cannot he also believe that the spirit of the M aster 

can return to you through the same avenue ?— or the 

j spirit o f M oses, or of any one who ever lived and whose 

im m ortality is just as secure to-day as is that of your 
f- fathers, mothers, brothers, and sisters? Others m ay be 

even nearer to you in the largeness of their love, in the 

Ij strength of their courage, and in the power to make their
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presence fell. If others can come, the Master can, and 
he has come. Today the world needs the presence and 
power of his spirit more than ever.

Spiritualists will say to us, ** If we have the evidence 
of immortality through our fathers and mothers, what 
can this spirit of the Master do for us?" Have your 
fathers and mothers, your brothers and sisters, been 
able to bring harmony into your ranks ? Have they 
been able to give one liberal platform whereon you 
as Spiritualists might stand, reaching out the hand 
of true fraternity to each other, though you might 
differ in many things? Has the great world at large 
been morally redeemed ? Has the Church been able 
to keep its altars from crumbling? Have kings and 
queens learned to rule the people justly and wisely ? 
Has war ceased in your midst? Have the great mon 
opolies of wealth been able to wield its power so as 
to devote it unselfishly to the good of the people ? 
Nay 1 nay ! Then is not the presence and power of the 
Great Teacher of brotherhood and love needed in your 
midst ?

Kvery intelligent man, every careful thinker, every 
one earnest for the good of mankind, will see as 
clearly as we saw, and now see, that you need the visible 
evidence that he exists. Would it be possible for him to 
demonstrate his living presence to you by entrancing the 
form which we are holding, and speaking his words of 
love through its lips ? No ! Would it be possible for him 
to control any trance-medium, and make you feel that it 
was other than the voice of the medium ? No ! By many 
it is not believed that he ever lived. Then see what a 
vast work lies before us in the future of our Temple I
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W e must prove to you, first, that this spirit exists in 
your very midst, in order that his power may reach you, 
and give you strength to send out a force which will 
elevate the world politically and morally.

Y e a , besides this, friends, a group of spirits, learned 
a s  to chem ical force and power, are waiting to con-
vince you. Ju st as it is necessary to bring the form 
of the M aster into your presence, to prove to you 

that he did live, in order that you may feel the atmos-
phere of his work, and that it may enter every soul as a 
living flame of fire, so is it just as necessary for us 

to bring forward this great working band, that they 
m ay teach you also of the laws which govern materializa. 
tion. Shall we not be able to teach it through trance- 
mediums ? you m ay ask. N o, we answer,—  not to the 

extent that it is possible to do so through the materialized 
spirit itself.

Friends, with all our patient work heretofore, we 

have only been able to materialize the form, and in 
isolated cases the spirit has been able to sp eak ; but 
now a power is coming into your midst, by which 
these spirits who possess the knowledge of the laws 
which govern matter, and the power to so manipulate 
m atter as to make the spirit-world reveal itself to you, 
will be enabled to speak for themselves as materialized 
sp irits ; and then the man of science shall hear his own 
term s from their lips. So far, these spirits have relied 
chiefly upon the power of the medium, or upon the 

pow er of the audience, to voice themselves; but as 
soon as they gain the independent voice, they can 
then use the terms they were wont to use. Every  
word they utter brings a greater strength than you



can realize. A  technical term of theirs means far 
more to them, and has far more power in its appeal 
to the man of science, than the common phrases of the 
people. This the spirit-band are anxious to bring for 
ward. They want to come to you familiarly,— come to 
you as those who hold priceless gifts in their hands: 
they want to come to you within these Temple wails, 
with the knowledge and strength which they have gained, 
and with the glory of their homes shining upon their 
forms.

Have we not a great work before us to do this ? 
And that we may accomplish our purpose, only courage, 
strength and spiritual fortitude on the part of those who 
aid and serve us can make it possible. We invite not 
only the Spiritualists who believe in us and know us, 
who approve and love us, who hold us in their house 
holds, and ding to us as oracles, but all the waiting 
world outride, to help us; and with the positive know 
ledge, the demonstrative proof of immortality to clasp 
hands upon, we shall be able to bring greater harmony 
and sobring greater blessedness.

Whv, I could not tell y o u  of the future of your Temple 
with all its great possibilities, were I to consume die 
hour in narrating it, nor could I relate the complete 
history of the past in the bringing forward of this work 
to the present; but in the future we will take up these 
points little by little. Meantime we will hold them in 
our keeping as a sacred gift, and we will keep much of 
our knowledge waiting for y o u  as you wait for the grow 
ing child. This is only the beginning, this is only one 
plant from the great conservatory of God, which the 
angel-world may bring to blossom in your midst.
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Now, friends, we as spirits out of the body will listen 
as earnestly and as truly as will you who are spirits in 
the body, to that which our friend and co-worker has 
to offer us.

Anthem, by Quartette,—“ God is a spirit.”



T H E  N EW  D IS P E N S A T IO N .

Address delivered by P r o f e s s o r  H e n r y  K id d l e .

M y friends, though in view of this magnificent hall, 
and in the presence of this great assemblage, I entirely 
agree with the preceding speaker, that in whatever place 
even the simplest spiritual manifestation occurs —  where- 
evcr the voice of the spirit is heard— that place, however 
humble, is as sacred as any shrine or temple. Hence, 
I think I hear some persons s a y : A  Spiritualist Tem ple!—  
what can be its purport and object? This I shall en-
deavor to explain.

When the ancient Roman augur, taking his stand on 
the sacred elevation, marked off with his priestly staff 
the space in the heavens within which the flight of birds 
was to indicate the will of the gods, or tutelary spirits, of 
the nation, that field in the heavenly vault became a 
temple (tempium) for sacred observation: and hence, in 
later times, the building erected for such divination and 
other sacred services —  whether the simple mound or 
pyramid, or the costly and magnificent fane, containing 
the shrine of the worshipped god, or spirit, as well as 
the votive offerings of the faithful —  was known as a 

and upon such edifices men and nations have 
lavished their wealth and exhausted all the resources of 
thier (esthetic genius. The greatest triumph of Grecian 
art was the temple of the Parthenon, erected by the 
Athenians, through the skill of Phidias, at a cost, it is
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said, of five millions of dollars, and devoted to the wor- j 

ship of the tutelary spirit of Athens, the virgin goddess ; 

M inerva.
But, my friends, the worship of finite, deified spirits 

is a phase of Spiritualism which has long becom e obso- j 
lete among the enlightened nations of the globe, and is j 
altogether inconsistent with the ideas of this progressed S 

age and country.
Am ong the prevaling religionists of this time, sacred 1 

edifices, churches or temples form ally dedicated to the 

worship of either a triune or unipersonal G od, are chiefly ;( 
devoted to the enunciation and explanation of doctrines { 
beyond which it is conceived the human mind is unable I 

to pass^ or of sacred mysteries into which it is solemnly 

forbidden to pry. But a Spiritualist temple cannot, con-
sistently with the most thoroughly established principle 

of the New Dispensation —  the great law of endless pro-
gression—  be devoted to the teaching of final dogm atic 
truths, divinely revealed or miraculously inspired, but 
must enshrine and represent, in all its services and min-
istrations, that grandest of all truths, namely, that Truth  
is something to be eternally sought for, since T ru th  ab 
solute can never be reached, much less formulated, by the 
finite mind. There are, indeed, facts that m ay be estab-
lished by careful and rational inquiry, through the exer-
cise of our perceptive and intuitive faculties, and by the 
due employment of a ll the means of research which the 
beneficent Creator has placed within our power, and 
there are principles logically induced from those facts 
which must bear to our minds, at each stage of progress, 
the relation of truth; but as the universe of G od is infi-
nite, and as there are consequently always new facts for
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us to acquire a knowledge of, our principles and con-
victions— and especially our conceptions of spiritual real-
ities, yea, even, or chiefly, our conception of God himself—  
must be subject to revision and modification.

A  temple, then, devoted to the uses of Spiritualism 
must serve the purpose of investigation as well as of in-
struction ; for while the disciples of this modern revelation 
have much to teach, they have, confessedly, far more to 
learn. This is a fact which cannot be kept too steadily 
in view, if we would repress dogmatism and resulting 
inharmony, and encourage true progress.

T h e specific uses to which this grand edifice is to be 
applied, must, necessarily, to some extent at least, render 
it a definite and visible embodiment and exponent of the 
principles and objects of the great spiritual movement 
which the philanthropic impulses of its benevolent 
founder intended it to subserve. Day by day, in this 
city of literature, art, and general culture, not inaptly 

I styled the “ ^Athens of America,”  the wondering eyes of 
‘ many gazers have watched this structure ascend toward 
j the heavens in its beautiful and-majestic proportions; 

and each, according to his mental habitudes and religious 
associations, when informed of its design to serve the 

t cause of that still popularly loathed thing, Modern Spirit- 
! ualism, has doubtless expressed his surprise or disgust. 

Few , in comparison, have been those who have observed 
its progressive construction with eager and delighted 
interest, rejoicing that the new spiritual evangel— so 

! irrationally condemned and despised, as all new truths 
! invariably have been —  had at last entered the heart of 

a man grand enough in soul, and endowed sufficiently 
j with the wealth of this world, to give it a fitting temple



and enthrinement, and piace it before the world m x 
manner befitting' it* u n iu rp iM d  importance and price- 
lt$« ralue.

U nder the purdianU up and dire& vtn of th e  hvjtfsr 
intelligence*, using both moitu U  and *pir*t*, of rarioot 
order*, a* invtrum entalilie* in  their wotV, and carrying 
ou t the w'M o f the (trea t hupreme, (hh new rpiritual 
m ovem ent ha* gone on, making conquest after conquetf, 
for a period o f nearly thirty-eight year*; for while ip n P  
ual mamferlaz'vm* really antedate all reced ed  hirtory, 
Modern Spiritualism a* a  near awakening, commenced 
with the rapping* at llyd evn lle , nearly forty year* ago. 
M any near troth* bare been unfolded, and many <Ad one* 
made d ear, by mean* of the revelation  which ha* been 
brought to  o*, not by a tingle in* piled or *piritwaf1y en-
dowed b d n g  but by mean* of the spiritual gift* of rr.a*,y 
d m u i v i f  of perron*, bo^h male and female, whom the 
denizen* of the *pirit-wor1d hare been able to o*e a* 
tnterm edtane*, in order to  bring about an mCertcmmw' 
nicaiion  between the two  world*. T h e only important 
work that mortal cre/perator* hare le en  called upon toper- 

form , ha* been to hand down to other* the light which 
th tr  hare received—- to adopt all at arable human mean* 
and agencae* to propagate a* widely a* postiWe thi* new 
erangeI, and thu* to aid in eleraiing the ip riu tal co st  
dition of mankind.

T h e spread of the go*pel of tpirti-cowwwunion in the 
face c f  *o mach predjudice, both *dentifie and rcligioot 
a* perhap* the greater fact in the bivory of the century 
and 1 doubt not that future will *o record c
T h ey will be al*o compelled to m  that *cience, tie 
d e g y , aa>d lite rature — even m then grand derelopmc^
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first principles, on which to fix the initial link of the 
chain, can never lead to the discovery of truth, but will 
rather conduct to the bewildering mazes of positive 
error, or rite cheerless wilderness of banen negation. 
The angels of this Dispensation have certainly not coroe 
to bring ns into a state of mental chaos, by the destruc 
tion of all rite established land-marks of religious or 
spiritual thought, leaving us to extricate ourselves from 
the labyrinth of intellectual speculation by rite feeble 
light of reason unaided by revelation. This is not really 
free thought; it is intellectual license; and from it, I think 
it must be apparent to all thoughtful and spiritual ob 
servers, Modern Spiritualism, as a religious movement, 
needs to be set free.

In its initiatory stages it was necessarily to a consid 
erable extent destructive or iconoclastic; it had to tear 
down before it could build up; but the time has now 
come for it to show its constructive power, and to demon 
strate not merely bj^he enunciation of abstract principles, 
but in the establishment of practical methods, that its j 
mission is to vitalize both religion and morality, elevate I 
human society to a higher and more unselfish plane, and I 
make the individual life purer and nobler.

Can it be doubted by any of its adherents that this / 
is the motive of the angels who have brought us so many I 
messages of peace and good will, and have made known 
to us things that the wisest and best of men in preced 
ing times have longed to see but have not seen them ? I  
And is it not equally obvious that if we would be effective / 
coadjutors with this angel host, we must steadily keep 
that grand purpose in view, and adapt our exertions to 
it ? To do this calls for self-devotion and self-abnega-



tion — the earnest purpose and the pure thought, as well 
as the exemplification in daily life and action of those 
ethical and spiritual principles which we advocate as 
capable of emancipating the now-darkened world of hu 
manity from the thraldom of ignorance as to their highest 
and most endunng interests from sensual indulgence, 
and from vices that lead to spiritual darkness and the 
long agonies of remorse in spirit-life.

Enough has been taught us through the trustworthy 
declarations and confessions of hosts of reluming spirits 
to give us a certain knowledge of the conditions upon 
which happiness depends in the spheres into which all 
mortal life is destined to pass after the present stale of 
existence; and that knowledge, adequately assimilated 
and realized, must afford the strongest incentive to a 
pure and useful life in this physical sphere, when viewed 
merely from the standpoint of rational self-interest; while 
the higher and grander considerations which the Spiritual 
Philosophy presents, and impresses on the mind of him 
who studies it, necessarily lead to soul culture, and an 
adequate preparation for joyous intercourse and com 
panionship with the dwellers of the spheres of harmony 
and light in the great beyond. Thus Spiritualism, in 
its highest and most practical aspects has enough of 
solid, definite truth to form the basis for a complete 
course of instruction in things relating to the spiritual 
interests of man; and on this the minds of its disciples 
will ever find sure and safe footing, constantly looking 
upward for clearer light instead of wandering forever in 
the fog of unsatisfied skepticism, always looking for a 
“ sign," or in the mists of rain and useless speculation.

To teach, to illustrate, and to disseminate these great
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truths must be one of the chief objects of those who 
have control of this new movement, with the great ad-
vantages and numerous facilities afforded by this large 
and commodious structure. Here opportunities m ay be 
afforded to present to the world a spiritual outpouring 
and illumination from the best and purest instruments 
of modern inspiration— instruments through whom the 
voice of the spirit may make itself audible to the remot-
est corners of the civilized world. Here from inspired lips 
will ascend invocations to the Infinite S p ir it ; and strains 
of devotional music will resound his praises while they 
give expression to the religious emotions of the heart, 
and kindle the deepest sentiments of the awakened soul.

There are those who seem to have never experienced, 
and who are therefore unable to conceive, how great a 
religious force emanates from pure spirit-communion —  
who know it only as something that appeals to the senses 
and the intellect, and rationally satisfies their longings 
for information in regard to the mere objectivities of 
the world of spirits. These persons have not commenced 
to realize the true grandeur of Spiritualism, as a means 
of spiritual evolution— a means of bringing us en rapport 
with the denizens of the higher spheres, and above all 
with Him  whose instruments they are, and of disclosing 
to us not merely the superficialities of rudimental 
spirit-existence, but the incomparably greater splendors 
of the celestial sphere— the glories of the inner soul life, 
and the unfathomable mysteries of the Kingdom of God.

Spiritualism , in its essence, is not a religion but the 
only true religion, comprehending the essential truth of 
all the religions of the world, past and present, and thus, 
lik e  the unadulterated teachings of Jesus, constituting

1
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a universal religion, both sim ple  and sublim e. I  sa y  
simple as well as sublim e, fo r we sh all find that the fur-
ther we advance in w isdom , the s im p ler w ill ap p e ar the 
truths which we reach, and the m ore u n itary  th e ir re la -
tions, thus show ing us that we are  ap p ro ach in g  that 
G reat Centre and  So u rce  o f a ll th ings, the Su p rem e 
Truth, the incom preh ensib le  B e in g  who p erso n ifie s  to 
our finite u n d erstand ings a ll the a ttrib u tes o f In fin ite  
Wisdom and P erfectio n . “  G o d ,”  sa y s  the vo ice  o f the 
spirit to us, “ is the etern al l ig h t ; and  h is w ord is  the 
truth ; and a ll truth is h is w o rd .”

T h e soul has its ever-ris in g  stan d ard  o f  p e r fe c t io n ; 
with every step o f p rogress, with eve ry  ach ievem en t, its 
ideal becom es lo ftier and m ore resp len d en t. W ithout 
the conception in the soul o f  a  B e in g  o f lim itless go od -
ness, love, and w isdom , m an cannot continue to ad van ce  
in spiritual developm ent. T h is  is the ligh t that, w hile 
it is ever grow in g b righ ter and  c lea rer, seem s m ore d is-
tant and in accessab le , thus co n tin u a lly  d raw in g  the soul 
onward and upw ard. W ere the g o a l o f  m an ’s s tr iv in gs 
a mere conception o f fin itud e, he m ust, o f  course, reach  
it in finite tim e, and  p rogressio n  m ust then c e a s e ; but 
there can be no end to the unfo ld m ent o f  the s o u l’s  
capacities, b ecau se  though fin ite in  its nature, its asp i-
rations are ever tow ard th at In fin ite  B e in g  in w hose im -
age it was m ade. T o  app ro ach  G o d  is to grow  in h is 
likeness, and to becom e m ore god -like  is to com e n earer 
to the D eity.

H ad  m an noth ing d ivine, o r god-like, in h is inn er na-
ture, he could have no conception o f a  B e in g  o f infinite 
goodness and lo v e ; and a ssu red ly  that conception  m ust 
expand  and grow  c learer at e ve ry  step  o f h is so u l’s un-
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foldment. Thus even our knowledge of God is a pro-
gressive elem ent; and thus, too, we may see why there 
are those who are unable even to admit that there is 
a supreme and self-conscious Intelligence, the source and 
center of both the physical and spiritual universe.

These are elementary religous truths to which I  be-
lieve this modern revelation has given especial force 
and emphasis. It is a false assertion that the angels of 
this Dispensation have communicated a single thought, 
word, or idea that tends to deprive religion of any of its 
attributes as taught by any of the messiahs or spiritual 
avatars of the past. T h ey have aimed to strip it o f its 
corrupt accretions, and its man-made doctrines and ordi-
nances, and to bring it back to a recognition of eternal 
and immutable principles. W hile, it is true, they have 
laid  down no system of faith and worship, nor en jo ined  
any form al cerem onial for its observance and perpetua-
tion, they have given those divine principles which eter-
nally bind all souls to their Infinite Father, and bring  
them into harmony one with the other, after the reign 
of earthly passion and self-will. It is by its spirituality, 
purity, and sim plicity that the religion of Spiritualism  
w ill eventually bring all m ankind under its sw a y— the 
sw ay not of ecclesiasticism  or sacradotal bondage, but 
of the spirit, in humility and obedience to the divine w ill.

I t  is not to be denied, however, that there are those 
in the ranks of M odern Spiritualism  to-day who are  not 
inclined to view  it as a religion, but rather as a sc ie n c e —• 
a  separate departm ent of * knowledge, to be cu ltivated  
and en larged by  m erely intellectual research. I t  is  per-
fectly  true that there is a science o f the sp irit, both in  its 
m undane and supram undane relations; and the facts



and principles of that science are becoming bettrf intwin  
day by  d a y . I  earnestly hope that it m ill ete long 
that recognition which its importance demand* ; lew flw 
science of nature can never be complete until it cm* 
braces both the spiritual and the physical fade <»1 tW  
universe. But a denial of the religious element in Spit it* 
ualism can be made only by mere intellect u*U*ts ^  
whom that element has received no cultute, and wl*o 
therefore have failed to realize its force and beauty a* 
presented in this new illumination of the spirit.

It is to the uses and objects of Spiritualism in it* «e* 
ligious aspects that this Temple is calculated to prove of 
the greatest value —  showing to the world that there i* a <c 
ligionin Spiritualism, if not among all Spiritualist*, bast'd 
not on tradition or speculation, but upon truth* dearly  
and scientifically demonstrated and sanctioned by the 
highest reason. There is a sense in which science l*c* 
comes religion, and religion the highest and noblest 
of sciences; since the science of the soul must far transcend 
that of any department of physical nature.

However beautiful and soul-elevating are the truth* 
we have already attained, in this transcendent sphere of 
research, new fields of thought and conception const antly 
await our unfoldtnent. We may ever hear the voice of 
the spirit saying unto us: “ I have many more things to 
say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.” On all 
rests the responsibility to prepare themselves for new 
fields of exploration and higher spheres of contemplation. 
A s Spiritualists, we can never allow our minds to crys 
tallize into creedal formulas, or become the fossilized 
relics of past and effete systems of thought. O n w a r d  
a n d  u p w a r d  must be our never-ceasing motto ; and w hile
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we ever “ hold fast to that which is good,”  and not rashly 
“ remove the ancient landm arks which our fath ers have 
set,”  we shall never belie the law of progress, but con-
stantly look forward to clearer views and a m ore extended 
horizon for spiritual contemplation.

T h is enlightened spirit, as we can now clearly  perceive, 
is by no means confined to the professing adherents of 
the New Dispensation, but has perm eated the ranks of 
its opponents, who, while they professedly cling  to the 
old theologies, and turn their backs on the new revela 
tion, sneering at the very idea of anything new in revela-
tion, yet are, involuntarily, absorbing the id eas which 
it has brought, and ’ slowly sewing into the old garm ent 
of many colors bright patches of the new m aterial which 
the angels have brought at this time. I t  is true the 
Scriptural injunction is somewhat opposed to th is pol-
ic y ; but we must acknowledge that it evinces a pro-
gressive spirit, and rejoice in its development, looking 
forward hopefully to better results.

I  do not, my friends, wish on this occasion to say  a 
single word that reflects on the purity and sincerity of 
opposing religionists. There are, I mus*t avow, principles 
and ideas in Modern Spiritualism  utterly opposed to the 
doctrines of Christian orthodoxy; but its religous basis 
is the same, and institutional Christianity has no actual 
evidence upon which to rest its fundamental, vital facts, 
that the revelation of to-day dpes not present; in a thous-
and-fold greater degree of strength and reliability. T h ere  
is no consistency in accepting the revelation of thousands 
of years ago, and rejecting that which comes to-day 
from the same source, and almost in the same manner* 

Investigation, as well as instruction and propagation,
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is unquestionably the so lem n  and p re ss in g  duty of the 
hour. It  is, indeed, the m ost im p o rtan t p art of o u r  work 
as practical S p ir itu a lists  an d  e a rn e st s tu d e n ts  of the 
Spiritual Ph ilosoph y. T o  th at fie ld  of w o rk , it must be 
obvious, the erection o f th is b u ild in g  is  a m ost v a lu a b le  
contribution; fo r here the b e st an d  p u re st in stru m en ts  
for inspiration and re ve la tio n  m ay, an d  sh o u ld , always 
find scope for the e x e rc ise  o f  th e ir g ifts , an d  su ch  p u re  
spiritual conditions a s  w ill e n a b le  the c o m m u n ic a tin g  
spirits to im part the h igh est tru th s u n a d u lte ra ted  b y  the 
dross of human p assio n s and e rro rs . O v e r  such  in vest iga- 
tions the h ighest sp iritu a l sc ie n ce  sh o u ld  p re sid e , an d  in 
them the purest sp iritu a lity  sh ou ld  p re v a il.

In conection with th is point it w ill not be ou t o f  p la c e  
to say a few w ords on the s u b je c t  o f  m ed iu m sh ip , a s  re-
lated to this m ovem ent, its p ast an d  fu ture  p ro sp ects.

M edium ship we m ay d efin e a s  th at p ecu lia rity  o f c o n -
stitution which ren d ers a person  se n sitiv e  to the in flu en ces 
of the spirit-world, and ca p a b le  o f b e in g  used  a s  a  m ean s 
of Communication with it. W ere there no m edium s, 
there could be no re ve la tio n s from  the c e le stia l sp h eres, 
and there n ever could  h ave been , had the D iv in e  C re a to r  
bestowed upon no hum an b e in g  the q u alitie s  o f a  m edium , 
nor in his un iversal law s p rov id ed  fo r their ex isten ce. 
H ad  no one ever been endow ed with the g ift  o f e loquence, 
we should know  noth ing o f the art o f o ra to ry ; and had 
m usical genius n ever been one o f the endow m ents o f 
hum anity, m usic as an art w ould have known no d evelo p -
ment. T h e  sam e is true of every  branch o f art, a s  well 
as o f the genius that produces the beautifu l creations o f 
poetry. A ll these are special endow m ents, through 
which m anifestations, o r revelations if you p lease, o f



wo caJ be cninown v u Ik c ! ibest. ire c i i e  to 5 ^ .  
kmd- In Eke c r x r  aad for a similar purpose «rre 
De **s3tn^il j i f s "  coefenwl so l b :  the voece of 
speri: sight be beard oo the eanL'y pare, lad its light 
c i^ t : shine to irltaicire the darkened ab d s of espirih  
ualired bcss.ar.irr. and keep :be-a» in itaKnbraoce of the 
xnseen aad eternal.

la  the ear'y d irs of the Christian (fispewatk*. nedi> 
arc ship ia rarioos phases. a a i r  the fume of the dk*ris- 
•BT.-J— gifts or graces — plated, as is ttil loom , a coo- 
spococcs p in . aad *  as ducriaiai:nrH : coaaecdrd hr 
the great apostle. «So tokl his Christian brethren that 
he “‘wooM oot hate :bea ignorant *  of soch gifts, aod 
that tie r  sbodd “ conrf rbe best gifts.”  vltile they fol- 
Josed the " a w e  excellent w ar”  of charity, or lore. 
There car. be no qoeshoa that had the Christian churches 
obeyed that enlightened ia junction, they would hate re-
tailed the spiritual vitality which they certainly possessed 
in the early years of their existence; and k is a suggestive 
fact that etery renewal of vital actrmy ia the old cbcrch 
stock, causing it to throw out fresh, firing branches—  
sjch . for example, as Metbodisas and Q aairisa— has 
been uniformly accompanied bv these dispiays of spiritual 
power. It was the witnessing of these outpomirgs of the 
spirit that induced John Weslev to say: ** The g-and Teas. 
o q  why the xiram l^cs gifts m t  so scoo with drawn was. 
not only that faith and holiness were weU-xigb lost, but 
that dry. formal orthodox men began even then to ridicule 
That ever gifts they had not themselves, aad to decry 
them all as either madness or n p w trrt

It xaxrst be obvious to all vbo Have stnded the reltgiccs 
history of the world that these ^  the scent have
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than thev have been
; and from this resection  

3* T P tstr iero ^ ss by BO caeaiis t o t e  excepted. The
 ̂ <9l gTDSait VUQSO lved

as tr b ? f to r a t e  t^ednm ship m ost esecta a lh  available
>^ess o f spiritual science and true 

VV ith oet it, it is certain, no contin- 

be sustained; while its use, except 
naoer the s - i s x e  of stxrimal principles and under 

prtoer QDoditicn, is ever accsxnoanied bv dangerous per- 

t k ^ 3QS and tendencies that mav convert what should 

be a spatmal light into a  bewildering lead 

e r  hitD the inextricable morasses of destructive fasd- 
aad^a and error. I t is amazing to those who intelligently 

t r r e r  the tacts that this spiritnal movement should have 

p h e d  the tto c td  it has with the coarse, unscientific, 

r* $ tc itc i: methods so ^enerallv employed. It presents, 
saaeed. a C r t  tr.strati o n o f the power and wisdom of 
tie  sm em al world in overruling the natural consequences 
of so ranch ignorance, and making even these subservient 
to tbc r beneficent plans : but now. when a sum dent basis 
of tacts been l aid it behooves the truly enlightened 
**hxis interested in oar cause, to make an induction of 

principles by which tbe employment of medium- 
no longer left to be tbe sport of blind and rash 

O o r iT r e  or materialistic sciolism, may be properly 
gadded, regulated, and protected. Then mediums, as a 
class of gifted people, will be properly estimated and 
Tespected. instead of being the prey of earthly vampires, 
absorbing both their physical and spiritual vitality, or 
hunted down as malefactors by misguided zealots, igno 
rant of spiritual principles, and eager for the fame of
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being deemed righteous beyond the average plane of ' 
human infirmity. A s Prof. Zollner well said, the mar- 
tryology of mediums remains to be written. Let us hope 
that the m aterials for so sad a record will have to be 
chiefly gathered from the past, and that- the dawn of a 
brighter day now appears 'for these our brothers and 
sisters, who by their vicarious sufferings have been the 
m eans of bringing so much light to the world. On the 
other hand, every endowment of nature imposes upon 
its possessor peculiar responsibilies. It is not simply 
to be displayed for the gratification of vanity, or used 
m erely for the advancem ent of selfish ends, but to be 
m ade to contribute to the general well-being of mankind. 
Since all are not equally gifted,, such endowments are 
not for the advantage of particular individuals, but for 
the good of the w orld ; and all are really entitled to a 
share of the benefits accruing from their exercise. The 
medium who looks upon his divine gifts as exclusively 
for his own selfish purposes— who permits himself to 
degenerate into a mere hirelings with no thought of, or 
concern for, the divine origin and sacred purpose of his 
endowm ents thus allowing the mercenary spirit in his 
nature to contam inate these glorious gifts of God, and 
m aking what was intended for an opening for the angels 
o f the supernal spheres to shed light upon the world, 
m erely the m eans for unprogressed fam iliar spirits , to 
sa tisfy  their persistent earthly passions and appetites, 
m ust in- cur a  fearfu l penalty of remorse and sorrow in 
the world o f inevitable retribution.
. I ,  how ever, no less believe that mediumship is for the 
e levation  of the low er orders of spirits as well as an 
instrum ent fo r the h ig h e r ; and through it, without doubt,
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much good has been done in the spirit-w orld  i t s e l f ; but 
there is a vast difference betw een the em ploym ent o f 
mediumship for a beneficent purpose and  the prostitu-
tion of it for unholy gratification s. I t  is  g rea tly  to be 
regretted, nay, it is to be un qualified ly condem ned, that 
any of our mediums should d egrad e them selves to the 
level of the low fortune-tellers and d iviners who have, 
in every age o f the w orld, w hatever their cunning or 
clairvoyance, been p laced  am ong the offscouring o f 
humanity. With all such a rea lly  spiritual movem ent 
can have no possib le  affiliation, and can take no interest 
in them except to convert them and elevate them above 
their unfortunate condition of debasem ent.

And, correlatively, we cannot but consider that those 
who make use o f such persons, thus rendering them-
selves parties to this unholy debasem ent, place them-
selves upon the sam e degraded level. A s  there cannot 
possibly be anything sp iritu a l in such practices, o r  in 
any form of what is called  “ business mediumship,”  so 
these things can have no real connection with Spiritual-
ism, belonging exclusively to that low Spiritism  which 
the law of all enlightened nations have discouraged or 
condemned, and which is, indeed, more inconsistent 
with the civilization of the nineteenth century then with 
that of any preceding age.

Men are not to surrender their individuality to spirit 
keeping, nor are they to allow their own God-given 
faculties of judgment, reason, and conscience to be 
superseded by the oracular voices or impressional in 
timations o f an unseen, unknown, and always more or 
less uncertain intelligence. Yet there are those— both 
Spiritualists and professedly non-Spiritualists—who even
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practicen general would moat certainly act bat k dm 
ninmi of human enlightenment many degreen, If i( did 
not bring on into the twilight of pagan civilization or 
heathen barbarinm,

Thun the renponnibilltlea ere reciprocal between the 
ponnennorn of mediondNiio glftn ami thoMe who employ 
their nervlcen« Jt In vein to cry out agalnnl tnedinnnt 
an mercenary, while they ere heeled nn having no 
pltynlcal bod lee to provide for—»no temporal wantn to 
Niipply. It In ncarcely to be wondered at that niedinniN 
nhould come to think too mooli of llieir bod lea when 
tlioee wiio employ them h i l hn if thty  had no n o o Ini Myntp* 
athy, kind fie an, and generoalty on the one aide will ho 
evitahly tend to induce purity and unaeltinhneaa on (he 
otiier; and there can he no rptention that no dann of 
people in the world need more connblerate treatment 
than thene magnetic nennfllven, endowned with an of* 
guide nennlbillty n o  delicate hn to render (hem alive to 
every hreath of npirit Influence, from every plane of nplr* 
ibeaintence—down to (tie darkent apliere of f laden, up 
to the very throne of (lod,

'I'iie world la today, an ever* governed hy trivial com 
ventlonalhien, and will never, until far more nplrltnall/ed 
than at preaent, perceive that true manhood or woman* 
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trannlent condltlonn of tide mortal life—■ that the bum* 
bleat artiaan or the moat illiterate day laborer may in 
Ida aonl he grander than the prondeat ncion of nobility, 
the moat poliaiied representative of at ienee or art, or 
the pampered minion of fortune, reveling in Ida account* 
lated mltiiona, When mankind ahall have (earned, in
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under t h e  f e e t  o f  men, i t  w i l l  n o t  be wholly abandoned 
by the angels.

And now, my friends while on this occasion of the 
s o l e m n  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  this magnificient edifice to the sa 
cred p u r p o s e  f o r  which it is designed, I would congratu 
l a t e  a l l  the adherents of the New Dispensation, and 
especially t h e  Spiritualists of this city, who are more 
i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  e n j o y  the advantages which it affords, I 
would at the same time remind all' and especially those 
who are directly concerned in this movement, that those 
v e r y  a d v a n t a g e s  impose corresponding responsibilities. 
Church edifices do not constitute religion— though many 
seem to think they do— and this Temple can never, of 
course, be more than an auxiliary to the cause of spirit 
ual truth. Under wise management and direction, it 
may be made a most important instrumentality in further 
ing the sc cess of the movement, and giving it a stronger 
and more exalted status in the minds of this and other 
enlightened communities; but it is not difficult to con 
ceive, that under a mistaken or unwise policy, a policy not 
governed by high spiritual principles, it might become 
rather a calamity than a blessing. While I sincerely be 
lieve that all things are overruled for eventual good in 
the wise and beneficent counsels of an Infinite Providence, 
and that no really good cause can ever ultimately prove 
a failure — that, in the words of Emerson, “ nothing good 
ever dies, but is eternally reproductive — I cannot but 
admit that the best and most disinterested of human 
undertakings often meet with the saddest of disasters, 
which delay, if they do not defeat, the consummation of 
the good designed to be accomplished.

The members of this society, who are to have the cus-
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tody of this edifice, and the directioy of its affairs, roust 
be fully aware that the eyes of many anxious, many 
hostile, perhaps many jealous, but doubtless also many 
hopeful, observers are fixed upon them and their work. 
To carry out the objects of this movement, and make it 
contribute to the highest interests of Modem Spiritualism, 
in its best and purest aspects, will require great wisdom 
and steadiness of policy: it will, indeed, need the wisdom 
of the serpent with the innocence and purity of the dove. 
Unfortunately, like the followers of similar movements 
in the past, the disciples of Modem Spiritualism are not 
charactized by that perfect harmony, and freedom from 
the spirit of contention, which the ministering angels 
ever enjoin and true spirituality always secures. There 
are, naturely many conflicting views in regard to the 
true objects of the movement, its real significance, the 
facts and principles which it unfolds, and the methods 
by which its progress is to be promoted; and we too often 
see its exponents inordinately anxious to obtain for their 
own individual conceptions and definitions an exclusive 
recognition and a universal acceptance, with a total in 
difference to the claims of other views.

Every Society must necessarily, set up its own stand 
ard, or go to pieces in the conflict of individual opinions ; 
and while that standard accepts the great facts of spirit 
existence, influx, and communication, it may differ in 
many particulars from the standards of other persons 
and societies equally sincere and equally devoted to all 
the basic truths of the new dispensation. True spirit 
uality will ever dictate that forbearance and respect for 
the convictions of others which forbid all irritating as 
saults upon them, made in a dogmatic spirit wholly dis-

l



cordant with the k^y-note of this movement.
While unity and harmony are to be secured by for 

bearance, they are not the necessary result of abject - 
submission on the one side to arrogant demands or 
dictation of the other— especially to the demands of 
those who have no right to make any. Forbearance 
should ever be mutual, and those who are not themselves 
prepared to yield should never ask others to submit.

I most earnestly desire to see this effort in behalf of 
the cause of spirit-communion truly successful—success 
ful in establishing a source and centre of spiritual truth 
and spiritual investigation, in presenting an exemplifica 
tion of all that is good and pure in our noble cause, and 
in affording an incentive to others among its philanthropic 
exponents to exercise a public spirit, generosity, and 
self-sacrifice commensurate with that displayed by the 
worthy founder of this the first Spiritualist Temple in 
the modern world.

May the blessing of God rest upon it and those who 
preside over it; and may the angels of light and peace 
constantly encompass it, bringing to it their protective 
and uplifting influences, dispelling from it the dark clouds 
of inharmony and error, and cooperating with its mortal 
administrators and custodians to make it indeed a bless 
ing and a boon to all humanity.

SONG.— “ Show me Thy ways, O Lord.”
Miss S. C. Fish e r .



R E M A R K S .

By Spi r i t  Ch r is t a l . Through the mediumship of 

Mr s . E . R. Dy a r .

Why, here I am, and I ’m so very glad to. be here that 
I want to laugh; but the spirit that taught me just what 
to say to you said, Christal, “ if you laugh right out, just 
as you would like, they might not think it was the spirit 
of mirth, but they might think that you were just a little 
given to laughter in the wrong place.”  But I  know that 
the leaves flutter when the wind blows, ,and I know the 
birds sing when their hearts are full, and I  know the 
rainbow cannot help shining out when the sun shines 
on it, and the rain is over; and I know that Christal 
wants to laugh just like that. I don’t see how I can help 
it, I try very hard, but I do want to. I ’ll tell you why I  
want to laugh so ; because all the spirits that you can-
not see, and all the beautiful ones with the stars upon 
them, and the shine on their garments are laughing too; 
but when they laugh, it don’t make the same sound that 
it does when Christal laughs through this body. There 
when we make a sound, it seems to run all through 
everything, and you feel it, but when Christal makes a 
sound through this body it sounds so harsh, and I don’t 
seem to feel it so much as it seems to feel after me. 
But that isn’t what Christal came to*tell you. It was



just t o  say that to-morrow night, being the third night 
of the dedication, because last night we had a spirit- 
dedication here, and a beautiful spirit came out upon 
the platform, and went down the stairs we made for it 
and went all about the building with the light on its 
garments, so as to make the building pure and beauti 
ful, and to consecrate it for its work: and the people 
who were privileged to see it made perfect harmony for 
it so it could come.

That made the first evening of our spirit-dedication 
of the Temple, both for the spirit-world and for those 
who witnessed it. To-night we have striven to give 
you an intellectual feast, and to show you what we hope 
to do, both with and for you. To-morrow night we 
want you to come and enjoy a little social feast with us 
here. The building will be open to all for inspection, 
from its base to its summit. All the rooms will be open 
for you to see, you will find rooms up above, but no 
furniture in them, for Christal, by and by, through the 
light and strength she may bring, will help you all to 
furnish the rooms. This is my work, and I am only a 
very little child, but I  am going to do it.

All of you, friends, who love us, all of you who are 
interested in the cause of truth, all of you who wish us 
well, and will strive to help us, come to Christal’s love- 
feast to-morrow night, and that it may be a little 
feast for the body too, I  invite you all to what you call 
down here crackers and lemonade, I want to laugh very 
much now because that is such a very simple little 
feast; but you know that the simplest things sometimes 
become the greatest and the wisest, just as any great 
and mighty and holy truth may be embodied in a small
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principle, seemingly, even like a little child which out 
wardly is but of little moment.

DOXOLOGY.

CIRCLE OF APPROVAL.

On Monday afternoon, the aSth, at the desire of the 
spirits interested in the Temple, there was held at the 
rooms of Dr. Caswell what was termed a “ Circle 
of Approval ” at which were present the following 
persons:

Mr . T. D. P r a s e ,
Mr s . T. D. Pe a s e ,
D r . J. N. M. C l o u g h . 
Mr s . E. R. Dy a r ,
Mr s . Su e  B. F a l e s , 
Mr s . T. C. Am o r y ,

D r . D. E.

Mr s . H . E. F o s t e r , 
Mr s . S. J . C u s h in g . 
Mr . W . O’H a r a ,
M r . W m. Ra n d a l l , 
Mr s . M. E . Ra y m o n d , 
Mr . M. S. Ay e r , 

Ca s w e l l .

The Spirits who materialized were the

T e m pl e  Sp ir i t , 
Ye r m a h , 
Ma h o m e t , 
Ag r ippa ,
H ir a m  Ab if f ,

T h e  Ma s t e r ,
Co n f u c iu s ,
Zo r o a s t e r ,
Be n  F r a n k l in , 
R ic h a r d  Ar k w r ig h t , 

Ch r is t a l .

The Temple Spirit addressed the “ Circle ” substan 
tially as follows:
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It  was the custom in ancient times after the second 
night of the dedicatory services of one of their Tern- 
pies, to hold a  circle for approval or disapproval of the 
services. In  accordance with that custom they had 
called this circle. H e said that all that had taken place 
thus far met with their decided approbation, having 
been in every way a  grand success. Each of the other 
spirits as they presented themselves expressed simitar 
sentiments. Confudus added some words of warning 
in regard to the opposition which we must encounter 
from both spirits and mortals, but the work must and 
would be a  great success.

D E D IC A T O R Y  F E S T IV A L .

On Monday evening, the 28th, in accordance with 
the invitation given, and also, as stated, in accordance 
with an ancient custom in the dedication of temples, a 
large company assembled to participate in social fes-
tivities. T he entire budding was thrown open for die 
inspection o f its various apartments and conveniences. 
A fter some time spent in social intercourse, and in 
viewing and admiring the different parts of the edifice, 
those present were called to order in the large aodito- 
limn, when Mrs, Dyar, under the control of Dr. Edgar' 
ton, proceeded to make a  brief explanation of the sym- 
bols o f the cross and star as presented on platform; 
also to present to the Temple an incense-urn, of an- 
d en t Egyptian style, as a  gift front ancient spirits of 
that nation who are interested in the erection of this 
modem structure. I t  was stated that this urn or censer



had been fashioned in a  brief time through the hands 
of a medium entirely unskilled m art and ignorant of 
Egyptian antiquities, working under the control of a 
spirit who had belonged to that ancient people. The 
emblems wrought upon it bad a symbolic significance.
It was further said, that the burning of incense in the 
ancient Egyptian temples was not so much a rite of 
superstitious worship as a sanitary measure for the 
purification of the atmosphere and disinfection from 
foul emanations; and as a  physician of much expert' 
ence, the control would recommend the burning of 
myrrh, frankincense and camphor in sickrooms, hosp*' 
tala and wherever needed as the most effective dh in feo  
tant that can be used. The gift of this urn had been 
accepted, not for any supertitioos use in this Temple, 
but out of respect to the ancient intelligences who had 
kindly offered it.

The control then proceeded to make some remarks 
relative to the child-spirit, Ctfttxixu , who was taking 
so active a  part in this Temple-work; and who is to be 
still more active in the future. It was stated, in safe 
stance, that this spirit is one who has had long experi-
ence and has made high attainments m  the spiritual 
fife, but has chosen to assume the character and quale 
ties of a  little child—the Christ-child—Cor the accom-
plishment of a  great work for the advancement of hvr 
maniry, In her has been embodied, so to- speak, only 
so much of a  grandly expanded nature as shall illustrate 
and show forth the Cfffcisr-svifcnr in the child—a happy, 
joyous* laughing child, yet intensely earnest to infuse 
the same spirit of love, trust, fidelity, and joyous iono 
cense into others, that earth-life may become better 
and happier.
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The control was suddenly interrupted in his compli-
mentary remarks by Chrystal herself, who abruptly 
took possession of the medium, and after a few charac-
teristic expressions, facetiously invited the company to 
the simple and harmless feast of “ crackers and lemon-
ade,” provided in a room above. This novel “commu-
nion service ” was socially participated in by a large 
number, and formed the concluding exercise of the ded-
ication of the First Spiritual Temple in Boston.


