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THE OCCULT WORLI:>
INTRODUCTION.·

I.
TriBE is a school of Philosophy still in existen cc:::::-....~5~~~~~!!!!!!!!!!!!1••
of which modern cultnre has lost sight. Glimp~~~~!ii!i!i!i!i!i!iii!!iii!ii!!!!!i!lil•••.;;;
of it are discernible in the ancient philosophi~~=-~~=============a•••;;;
with whic.h all educa~ men are familiar, but thas~~;:::::::::!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!l!ll!lllllll-~~:::
are hardly more intelligible than fragments of fo..-,..==--------~
gotten sculpture,-less so, for we comprehend t h - = = = = - - - - - - - . : : :
human form, and can give imaginary limbs to a;s::~:~:-----====
torso; but we can give no imaginary meaning t.cc==~---..:::===
the truth coming down to us from Plato o-.-:::::-----===~
Pythagoras, pointing, for those who hold the clu~c=~---.............__
to ~heir significance~ to th.e secret knowledge of th~==~-----.::"=
ancient world. S1de hghts, nevertheless, ma.~
enable.us to decipher such language, and a v~
rich intellectual reward offers itself to persons whc=::e..
are 'filling to attempt the investigation.
For, strange as the statement will appear at firs~
sight, modern metaphysics, and to a large exten - -;=;-modern physical science, liave been groping fo~
centuries blindly after knowledge which occn.l__
philosophy has enjoyed in full measure all the whU~
,._ =::._
Owing to a train of fortunate circumstances, I ha.~
....._____
1
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come to know that this is the case ; I have come
into some contact with persons who are heirs of a
greater knowledge concerning the mysteries of
N 1\ture and humanity than modern culture has yet
evolved; and my present wish ·is to sketch the _<>nt·
lines of this knowledge, to record with exactitndlf
the experimental proofs I have obtained that occult
science invests its adepts with a control of natural
forces superior to that enjoyed by physicists of the
ordinary type, and the grounds there are for
bestowing the most respectful consideration on the
theories entertained by occult science concerning
the constitution and destinies of the human soul.
Of course people in the present day will be slow to
believe that any knowledge worth considering can
be found outside the bright focus of European
culture. Modern science has accomplished g~and
results by the open method of investigation, and
is very impatient of the theory that persons who
ever attained to real knowledge, either in sciences
or metaphysics, could have been content to hide
their light under a bushel. So the tendency has
been to conceive that occult philosophers of oldEgyptian priests, Chaldean Magi, EBSenes, Gnostics,
t~eurgic Neo-Platonists, and the rest-who kept
their knowledge secret, must have adopted that
policy to conceal the fact that they knew very iittle.
Mystery can only have been loved by charlatans
who wished to mystify. The conclusion is pardonable from the modern point of view, but it has given
rise to an· impression in the popular mind that
the ancient mystics have actually beeu turned
inside out, and fc:mrid to know very little. This
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impression is absolutely erroneous. Men of scien~
in former ages worked in secret, and instead r»~
publishing their discoveries, taught them in secret
to carefully selected pupils. Their motives fe»~
adopting that policy are readily intelligible, even i:f
the merits of the policy may seem still open t~
discussion. At all events, their teaching has ne»t
been forgotten; it has been transmitted by secret
initiation to men of our own time, and while i~
methods and its practical achievements remail::lL
secrets j.n their hands, it is open to any patient and
earnest· student of the question to satisfy himsel:f
that these methods are of supreme efficacy, and.
these achievements far more admirable than anliiJ""'"
yet standing to the credit of modern science.
For the secrecy in which these operations hav~
been shrouded has never disguised their existenc&._
and it is only in our own time that this has bee~
forgotten. Formerly at great public ceremonie&._
the initiates displayed the powers with whic~
their knowledge of natural laws invested them_
We careleBBly assume that the narratives of sucl::::a._
displays describe performances of magic: we hav~
decided that there is no snch thing as magic, therefore the narratives must h;ve been false, the persone;s.
whom they refer to, impostors. But supposing that
magic, of old, was simply the science of magi, o~
learned men, there is no magic, in the modertlt.
sense, left in the tnatter. And supposing that such._
science-even in ancient times already the product
of long ages of study-had gone in some directionlieS.
further than our much younger modem science h~
yet reached, it is reasonable to conclude that som~

.
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displays in connection with ancient mysteries may
have been strictly scientific experiments, though
they sound like displays of magic, and would look
like displays of magic for us now if they could
be repeated.
On that hypothesis modem sagacity applying
modern knowledge to the subject of ancient mysteries, may be merely modern folly evolving erroneous conclusions from modem ignorance.
But there is no need to construct hypotheses in
the matter. The facts are accessible if they are
sought for in the right way, and the facts are these :
The wisdom of the ancient world-science and
religion commingled, physics and metaphysics combined-was a reality, and it still survives. It is
that whicl1 will be spoken of in these pages as
Occult Philosophy. It was already a complete
system of knowledge that had been cultivated in
secret, and handed down to initiates for ages, before
its professors performed experiments in public to
impress the popular mind in Egypt and Greece.
Adepts of occultism in the present day are capable
of performing similar experiments, and of exhibiting
results that prove them immeasurably further
advanced than ordinary ~odern science in a comprehension of the forces of Nature. Furthermore,
· they inherit from their great predecessors a science
which deals not merely with pl1ysics, but with the
constitution and capacities of tlie human soul and
spirit. Modern science. has discovered the circulation of the blood ; occult science understands the
circulation of the life-principle. Modern physiology
deals with the body only ; occultism with the soul

•
INTR :JDUCTION.

as well-not as the subject of vague, religiom. .-;;.-~
rhapsodies; but it is an actual entity, with propertiee===--~~
that ean be examined in combination with, or a.par-~
from, those of the body.
·
It is chiefly in the East that occultism is stil._ I
kept up-in India and in adjacent countries. It i~
in India that I have encountered it ; and this littl~
volume is written to describe the f\x:pcriences I:::
have enjoyed, and to retail the knowledge I hav~
acquired.

II.
My narrative of events must be preceded b,........
some further general explanations, or it. would 'be:.
unintelligible. The identity of occultism as practised in all ages, must be kept in view, to account.
for the magnitude of its organization, and for the.
astounding discovery that secluded Orientals may• understand more nbont electricity than F41raday,.
more about physics than Tyndall. The culture of:
Europe has been developed by Europeans for themselves within the last few hundred years. Th~
culture of occultists is the growth of vast period&
long anterior to these, when civilization inhabited_
the East. And during a career which has carried_
occultism in the domain of physical scienc~
far beyond the point we· have reached, physical.
science has merely been an object for occultism of
secondary importance. Its main strength ha.S been._
devoted to metaphysical inquiry, and to the latent.
psychological faculties in man, faculties which, in....
their development, enable the oocnltist to obtf.in..

•
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actual experimental knowledge concerning the soul's
condition of extra-corporeal existence. There is
thus something more than a mere archreological
interest in the identification of the occult system
with the doctrines of the initiated organizations in all
ages of the world's history, and we are presented by
this identification with the key to the philosophy of
religious development. Occultism is not merely an
isolated discovery showing humanity to be possessed
of certain powers over Nature, which the narrower
study of Nature from the merely materialistic
standpoint has failed to develop ; it is an illumination cast over all previous spiritual speculation
worth anything, of a kind which knits together
some apparently divergent systems. It is to spiritual philosophy much what Sanscrit was found to
be to comparative philology; it is a common stock
of philosophical roots. Judaism, Christianity, Buddhism and the Egyptian theology are thus brought
into one family of ideas. Occultism, as it is no •
now invention, is no specific sect, but the professors
of no sect· can afford to dispense with the sidelights
it throws upon the conception of N atnre and Man's
destinies which they may have been induced by
their own specific faith to form ; occultism, in fact,
most be recognized by any one who will take the
trouble to put befo~ his mind clearly the problems
with which it deals, as a study of tho most sublime
importance to every man who cares to live a life
worthy of his human rank in creation, and who
can realize the bearing on ethics of certain knowledge concen1ing his own survival after death. It
is. one thing to follow the lead of a hazy impression

'7
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that a life beyond the grave, if there is one, may

~Jic::::::.-------

·::·~~~~~~~~~~~:::!

somehow
benefited
abstinence
from wrong-doi
on this side
; it willbyclearly
'be another
to realize,
f
that can be shown to be the case, that the II. :.L.:
beyond the grave must, with the certainty of a BtL--=-:::::.--~===============:::--~
total built up of a ·series of plus and minus qua..-w:=----..----------·
titi~ be the final expression of the use made ~
opportunities in this.
I h~~ove said that the startling importance of occa.. 1
knowledge turns on the manner in which it affor~
exact and experimental knowledge ooneemit::a..~~~;;~iiiiiiiiiiiii~~;;
spiritual things which under all other systems mti ~
. remain the subject of speculation or blind religioa:::a_~-E=:::;;;::;;;:;;;;;;;;:;;;;;;;;:;;;;;;;;:;;;;;;;;;;;;;a"-•~
faith. It may be further asserted that occultis"ll"llt:~---~~~=;~~~~;~;;;
shows that the hannony and smooth continuity ~
Nature observable in physics extend to tho~<E:===:==:!!!!!!!!!il!l!i----~
operatioQs of Nature that are concerned with tl::1. ...::;;===:~!!!!!!!----...
phenomena of metaphysical existence.
Before approaching an exposition of the oo~---
clusionli ~oncerning the nature of man that occu -:I. --.••:::::::;;;;-.._
philosophy has reached, it may be w~rth while t----=-an
meet an objection that may perhaps be raised by tbt. ..
"'E"==ve:~!!lll-..
reader ~n the threshold of the subject. How is ..._ ~
that conclusions of such great weight have been ke~~
the secret property of a jealous body of initiate& ~
Is it not a law of progress that truth asserts itse-._ ~
and courts the fr~o air and light 1 Is it reasonabl_ ~
to suppose that the greatest of all trnths-tlll._ ~
fundamental basis of truth concerning man an..~
N ature-shonld be afraid to s~10w itself 1 With wh,~
object could the ancient profeBBors of, or proficien~
in, occult philosophy keep the priceless treasures ~~
their reooarches to themselvet~ ~
~-

s
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Now, it is .no bu~iness of mine to defend the
extreme tenacity with which the proficients in
occultism have hithert~ not only shut out the world
from the knowledge of their knowledge, but have
almost left it in ignorance that such :know ledge exists.
It is enough here to point out that it would be foolish
to shnt our eyes to a revelation that may :dbw be
partially conceded, merely because we are piqued at
the behaviour of those who have been in a pO.!Iition
to make it before, but have not chosen to do so.
Nor would it be wiser to say that the reticence of the
occultists so far discredits anything we may now be
told abont their acquirements. When the sun is
actually shining it is no nse to say that its light
is discredited by the behaviour of the barometer
yesterday. I have to deal, in discussing the acquirements of occultism, with facts that have actually
taken place, and nothing can discredit what is
known to be true. No doubt it will be worth while
later on to ~umine th~ motives which have rendered
the occultists of all ages so profoundly reserved.
And there may be more to say in justification of the
course that has been pursued than is vt&ble at
the first glance. Indeed, the reader will not go
far in an examiMtion of the nature of the powers
which proficients in occultism actually possess, without seeing that it fs supremely desirable to keep
back the practical e~er.cise of .such powers from the
world at large. But it ~s one thing to deny mankind gE>TJerally the key which nnlocks the mystery
of occult power; it is anQther to withhold the fact
that there is a mystery to unlock. However, the
further discussion of that qq~tion here would be

-
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premature. Enough for the present to take not...-;::::=~~-==
of the fact that secrecy after all is not complet....:;:::;,.=
if external students of the subject are enabled tc:::zr
learn as much about the mysteries as I shall hav-=a
to tell.- Manifestly, there is a great deal :r:nor~
behind, but, at all events, a great deal is to b~
learned by inquirers who will set to work in the righ--=.
way, and that which may now ~ learned is n~
new revelation at last capriciously extended to th~
outer world for the first time.
In former periods of history, a great deal mo~
has been known about the nature o.f occultism b~
the world at ljU'ge than is known at this moment t~
the modern West. The bigotry of modern civiliza..tion, and not the jealousy of the occultist, is t~
blame if the European races are at this momen -...
more l!PBnerally ignorant of the extent to whic:t._
psychological research has been ~rried, than th~
Egyptian populace in the past, or the people o-1: _
India in the present day. As regards the latter~
amongst whom the truth of the theory just sug-:gested can easily be put to the test, you will :fin~
the great majority of Hindoos perfectly convinc~
of the truth of the main statements which I all:JILabout to put forward. They do not generally o.readily talk about such subjects with Europe~,
because these are so prone to stupid derision o~
views they do not understand or believe in alreadr _
The Indian native is very timid in presence of suci:::J...
ridicule. But it does not affect in the slightea t
degree tho beliefs which rest in his own mind on th ~
fundamental teaching he will always have receive~
and in many cases on odds and ends of experien~

-
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he may himself have had. The Hindoos are thus
well aware, as a body, of the fact that there are
persons who by entire devotion to certain modes
of life acquire nnusnal powers in the nature
of such as Europeans would very erroneously call
supernatural. They are quite familiar with the notion
that such persons live secluded Jives, and are inaccessible to ordinllry curiosity, and that they are none
the less approachable by fit and determined candidates for admission to occult training. Ask any
cultivated Hindoo if he has ever heard of Mahatmas
and Y og Vidya or occult science, and it is a hundred
to one that yon will find he bas--and, unless
he happens to be one of tho hybrid prodn<~ts of
Anglo-Indian Universities, that be fully believes in
the reality of the powers ascribed to Yoga. It does
not follow that he will at once say " Y PA" to a
European asking the question. He will- probably
say just the reverse from the apprehension I have
spo en of above, but push yonr questions homo and
yon will discover the truth, as I did, for example,
in the case of a very intelligent English-speaking
native vakeel in an influential position and in ~n
staut relations with high European officials, last yesr.
At first my new acquaintance met my inquiries as
to whether he :Knew anything about these subjects
with a wooden look of complete ignorance, and an
explicit denial of any knowledge as to what I meant
at all. It was not till the second time I saw him
in private, at my own lJOnse, that by degrees it grew
upon him that I was in earnest, and knew something
about Yoga myself, and then he quietly opened out
his real thoughts on the subject, and showed me

•
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that he knew not only perfectly well what 1 mea.:=-:=---11!::..---==~------
all along, but was stocked with information ec»=-~==------~~::::=============
earning occurrences and phenomena of an occult -..~--apparently supernatw·al order, ·many of which h~---====:::::::.--------•
been observed in his own family and some ~.::================
himself.
The point of all this is that Europeans are n~
justified in attributing to the jealousy of tl::::::a.. _ _ _ _Eiiiil_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _-=:!
occu1tists the absolute and entire ignorance of ~a .....
--.
_ __
------1

-----1

that concerns them which pervades the mode,:::~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
society of the West. The West has been occupie.
with the business of material progress to the e~
elusion of physchological development. Perhaps ~--. .••••••••••!!!!!~.
has done best for the world in confining itself tl::;;...•c:==::=:::::::::::;_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
its specialty, but however this may be, it has oni.~Ii"ii;;;;;;;;.------------
itself to blame if its concentration of purpose hEII._.======!!!!!!!I---------•
led to something like retrogression. in another bran~.:::JI!::::::JI_ _ _L..._ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
of development.
·
J acolliot, a French writer, who has dealt sa...1...-~==;;;;;;;;-...
great length with various phases of Spiritism i -::l*ll::::l--==--the East, was tol.d by one who must have been aa....:::::.•r:::::.--==--adept to judg~:~ by the language used: ''Yon har---=~-studied physical Nature, and you have obtaine--•c3:JI._
through the laws of Nature marvellous results----steam, electricity, &c. &c. For twenty thousan -c:SZ
years or more we have studied· the intellectu~
forces; we have discovered their laws, and we obtair:::J~t..
by making them act alone or in concert wit~
matter, phenomena still more astonishing than yo"Qt.~
own." Jacolliot adds: "We have seen things sue~
as one does not describe for fear of making h. :i..E;;;;s
readers doubt his intelligence . • • • • but still ~~~
have seen them."
~

___

------
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nr.
Occult phenomena · mnst not be confused with
the phenomena of spiritualism. The latter, whatever they may be, are manifestations which mediums
can neither control nor understand. The former
are achievements of a conscious, living operator
comprehending the Jaws with which he works. If
these ·achievements appear miraculous that is the
fault of the observer's ignorance. 'fhe spiritualist
knows perfectly well, in spite of ignorant mockery
on the part of outsiders content to la~b without
knqwing what they are laughing at, that all kinds
of apparently supernatural occurrences do constantly
take place for inquirers who hunt them with ·
sufficient diligence. But l1e bas never been able to
get a· clue to any other than a supernatural explanation of the causes at work. · He has taken up a
certain hypothesis fa'lde de mieum in the first instance, and working always on this idea, has constructed such an elaborate edifice of theory round
the facts that he is very reluctant to tolerate the
interposition of a new hypothesis which will oblige
him to l'ACOnstruct his views almost from the
beginning. There "ill be no help for this, however, if he belongs to the order of inquirers who
care rather to be sure they have laid hold of the
truth than to fortify a doctrine they have espoused
for better or for worse.
Broadly speaking, there is scarcely one of the
phenomena of spiritualism that adepts in occultism
cannot reproduce by the force of their own will,
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~

....................

~~

supplemented by a comprehension of the resonrc~-..E!!!!I--~of Nature. .AB 'vill be seen when I come to
direct narrative of my own experiences, I have see,.~L---'----some of the most familiar phenomena of spiritualis~--"'--produced by purely human agency. The old origin~~a-~
. . . ____
spirit-rap which introduced the mightier phenomen...
-:m~~:::::~
___
of spiritualism has betm manifested for my edificL..---tion in a countless variety of ways, and nnde~
conditions which render the hypothesis of an~
spiritual agency in the matter wholly preposterous._
I have seen flo,vers fall from the blank ceiling of ~
room under circumstances that gave me a practica...:::._
assurance that no spiritual agency was at work::~
though in a manner aFI absolutely "supernatural""~
in the sense of being produced without the aid o:::::E"
any material appliances, as any of the floral showe~
by which some spiritual mediums are attended. =-._
have over and over again received "direct writing,• ~
produced on paper in scaled envelopes of my own.._~
which was created or precipitated by a living hum~
correspondent. I have information, which, thougi::::.t._
secrmd-hand, is very trustworthy, of a great variet~
of other familiar spiritual phenomena produced i:r::::J~L
the same way hy human adepts in occultism. Bu~
it is not my present task to make war on spiritualism.._
The announcements I have to make will, indeed, biiiE:!!ao
probably received more readily among spiritualist-=s,
than in the outer circles of the ordinary world, fo llt:the spiritualists are at all events ·aware, from thei :at::own experience, that the orthodox science of th~
day does not know the last word concerning min~
and matter, while the orthodox outsider stupidl~
clings to a denial of facts when these are of ~

..:;;;::=--.--------------
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nature which he foresees himself unable to explain.
As the facts of spiritualism, though accessible to
any honest man who goes in search of them, are
not of a kind which anyone can carry_ about and
fling in the faces of pragmatic " sceptics," these
latter are enabled to keep up their professions of
incredulity without the foolishneBB of their position
.being obvious to each other, plain as it is to " the
initiated." However, although in this way the
ordinary scientific mind will be reluctant to -admit
either the honesty of my testimony or the conceivability of my explanations, it may allay some
hostile prejudices to make clear at the outset that
occultism has nothing whatever to do with spiritualism-that "the spirits" connt for nothing at all iu
any of the abnormal experiences I shall have to
relate.

IJ

OOOlJLTISM· AND ITS ADEPTS.

I.
The powers with which occultism invests ita adept-..
include, to begin with, a control over various fo~
in Nature which ordinary science knows nothinr
about, and by means of which an adept can hold_
conversation with any other adept, whatever intervals..
on the earth's surface may lie between them.
This psychological telegraphy is wholly independent.
of all mechanical conditions or appliances whatever.
And the clairvoyant faculties of the adept are so
perfect and complete that they amount to a species
of omniscience as regards mundane affairs. The
body is the prison of the soul for ordinary mortals.
We can see merely what comes before its windows ;
we can take cognisance only of what is brought within
its bars. But the adept has found the key of his
prison and can emerge from it at pleasure. It is
no longer a prison for him-merely a dwelling.
In other words, the adept can project his soul out
of his · body to any place he pleases with the
rapidity of thought.
The whole edifice of occultism from basement to
roof is so utterly strange to ordinary conceptions that
it is difficult to know how to begin an explanation o:f
its contents. How could one describe a calculating machine to an audience unfamiliar with the

x6
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simplest mechanical contrivances and knowing
nothing of arithmetic 1 And the highly cultured
classes of modem Europe, as regards the achievements of occultism, are, in spite of the perfection of
their literary scholarship and the exqui!lite precision
of their attainments in their own departments of
science, in the position as regards occultism of
knowing nothing about the A B C of the subject,
nothing about the capacities of the soul at all as .
distinguished from the capacities of body and soul
combined. The occultists for ages have devoted
themselves to that study chiefty; they have accomplished results in counexion with it which are absolutely bewildering in their magnificence ; but
suddenly introduced to some of these, the prosaic
intelligence is staggered and feels· in a world of
miracle and enchantment. On charts that show
the stream of history, the nations all intermingle
more or leBB, except the Chinese, and ·that is shown
coming down in a single river without affi.uents
111d without branches from out of the clouds of
Suppose that civilized Europe · had not
time.
come into contact with the Chinese till lately, and
stippose that the Chinamen, very much brighter
in intelligence ~han they really are, had developed
some branch of physical science to the point it
actually has reached with us; suppose that
particular branch had been entirely neglected with
us, the surprise we should feel at taking up the
Chinese discoveries in their refined development
without having gradually grown familiar with their
small beginnings would be very great. Now this
is ·exactly the Situation a8 regali:ls occult science. · .The

OCC.(!LTISM .ANI) IT$ .A.I)EPTS.

occultists have been a race apart from an earlier--period than we can fathom-not a separate racephysically, not a unifo1·m race physically at all, no:t-a nation in any sense of the word, but a continuou&.
association of men of the highest intelligence linked.
together by a bond stronger than any other tie or
which mankind has experience, and carrying on with
a perfect continuity of purpose the studies and
traditions and mysteries of self-development handed
down to them by their predecessors. All this time
the stream of civilization, on the foremost waves o£
which the culture of modern Europe -is floating, has
been wholly and absolutely neglectful of the one
- study with which the occultists have bpen solely
engaged. What wonder that the two lines of
civilization have diverged so far apart that their
forms are now entirely unlike each other. It
remains to be seen whether this attempt to reintro-duce the long-estranged cousins will be tolerated or
treated as an impudent attempt to pass off an
impostor as a relation.
l have said that the occultist can project his soul
from his body. As an incidental discovery, it will
be observed, he has thus ascertained beyond all
shadow of doubt that he really has got a soul. A
comparison of myths has sometimes been called the
S<:ience of religion. If there can really be a science
of religion it must necessarily be occultism. On
the surface, perhaps, it may not be obvious that
religions truth must neceiiBarily open• out more
completely to the soul as temporarily loosened fl'Oil:l..
the body, than to the soul as taking cognisance of
ideas through the medium of the physical senses.

:rl
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But to ascend into a realm of immateriality, where
cognition becomes a process of pure perception
while the intellectual faculties are in full play and
centred in the immaterial man, must manifestly
be conducive to an enlarged comprehension of
religious truth.
I have just spoken of the " immaterial man " as
distinguished from the body of the physical senses ;
but, so complex is the statement I have to make,
that I must no sooner induce the reader to tolerate
the phrase than I must reject it for the future as
inaccurate. Occult philosophy has ascertained
that the inner ethereal self, which is the man as
distingniijhed from his body, is itself the envelope of
something more ethereal still-is itself, in a subtle
sense of the term, material.
·
·
The majority of civilized people believe that man
has a soul which will somehow survive the dissolution of the body ; but they have to confess that
they do not knuuJ very much about it. A good
many of the most highiy civilize(), have . grave
doubts on the subject, and some think that researches
in physics which have suggested the notion that
even thought may be a mode of motion, tend to
establish the strong probability of the hypothesis
that when the life of the body is destroyed nothing
else survives. Occult philosophy does not speculate
about the matter at all ; it knows the state of the
facts.
St. Paul, who was an occultist, speaks o'f man
as constituted of body, soul, and spirit. The
distinction- is one that hardly fits in with the
theory, that when a man dies his aoul is translated

OCCULTISM AND ITS ADEPTS.

to heaven or hell for ever. What then becom~
of the spirit, and what is the spirit as different fronLthe soul, on the ordinary hypothesis t Orthodo:x::::
,thinkers work out each some theory on the subjec~
for himself. Either that the soul is the seat of tl!.e.
emotions and the spirit of the intellectual faculties,
or vice versa. N 0 one Cll'n put such conject~~
. on a solid foundation, not even on the basis of. an
alleged revelation. But St. Paul was not indulgingin vague fancies when he made. nse of the e:x:pre&. sion quoted. The spirit lie was referring tq. ~~y
. be described as the soul of the soul. With th;at
for the moment we need. not be concerned~ T:tle.
important point which ~ccultism brings out is tha~
the soul of man, while something enormously
subtler and more ethereal and more lasting tha.n...
the body, is itself a material reality. Not material_
.as chemistry understands matter, but as physicaL
science en bloo might understand it if the tentacult&.
of each branch of aci.ence were to grow mo~
sensitive and were to work more in harmony.· I~
is no deJ)ial of the materiality of any hypotheticaL
substance to say that one cannot determine ita.
atomic weight .and its affinities. The ether that.
transmits light js lwld to be material by anyone.
who holds it to exist at all, but there is a gulf of:
difference between it and the thinnest of the gases_
You do not always approach a scientific truth frolllll..
the .same direction. You may perceive some.
directly ; you have to infer others indirectly; but:;.
these latter may not on that account be the le~
certain.
The materiality of ether is inferabl~
from the behaviour of light: the materiality of th~
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soul may be inferable from its subjection to forces.
A mesmeric in1luence is a force emanating from
certain physical characteristics of the mesmerist.
It impinges on the soul of the snbject at a distance
and produces an effect perceptible to him, demonstrable to others. Of course this is an illustration
and no proof. I mus• set forth as well as I am
able-and that can but be very imperfectly-the
discoveries of occnltism without at :first attempting
the establishment by proof of each part of these
discoveries. Further on, I shall be able to prove
some parts at any rate, and others will then be
recognized as indirectly established, too.
The soul is materi~, and inheres in the
ordinarily more grossly material body; and it is
this condition of things which enables the occultist
to speak positively on the snbject, for he can
satisfy himself · at one CO'II(p that there is such a
thing as a soul, and that it is material in its nature,
by di880Ciating it from the body under some conditions, and reetoring it again. The occultist c>..an
even do this sometimes with other souls ; his
primary achievement, however, is to do so with his
own. When I say that the occultist lcruno8 he has
a soul I refer to this power. He knows it just
as another man knows he has a great coat. He
can put it from· him, and render it manifest as
something separate from himself.
But remember
that to him, when the separation is effected, he is
the soul and the thing put off is the body. And
this is to attain nothing less than absolute certainty
about the great problem of survival after death.
The adept d~ ~()t rei! on f~ith~ or o~ m~ta~hysical
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speculation, in regard to the poSBi:'bilities of hi~
existence apart from the body. He experienc~
such an existence whenever he pleases, and althonghL.
it may be allowed that the mere art of emancipatin~
himself temporarily from the body would not=
necessarily inform him concerning his ultimate
destinies after that emancipation should be final at;...
death, it gives him, at all events, exact knowledg&concerning the conditions under which he will start.
on his journey in the next world. While his body
lives, his soul is, so to speak, a captive balloon
(though with a very long, elastic. and imponderable
cable). Captive ascents ~will not necessarily tell
him whether ihe balloon will float when at last the
machinery below breaks up, and he finds himself
altogether adrift ; but it is something to be an
aeronaut already, before the journey begins, and to
know certainly, as I said before, that there are
such things as balloons, for certain emcrgen<.'.ies, to
sail in.
There would be infinite grandeur in the faculty
I have described alone, supposing that were the end
of adeptship : but instead of being the end, it is
more like the beginning. The seemingly magic
feats which the adepts in occultism have the power
to perform, ~u-e accomplished, I am given to
understand, by means of familiarity with a force in
nature which is referred to in Sanscrit writings as
alcaz. Western science has done much in discovering some of the properties and powers ():f
electricity. Occult science, ages before, had done
much more in discovering the. properties and..
powers of alcas. In " The Ooming .Race," the latG
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Lord Lytton, whose connexion with occultism
appears to have been closer than the world generally
has yet realized, gives a fantastic and imaginative
account of the wonders achieved in the world to
which his hero penetrates, by means of V ril. In
writing of V ril, Lord Lytton has clearly been poetising akaz. "The Ooming Race" is described as a
people • entirely unlike adepts in many essential
particulars-as a complete nation, for one thing,
of men and women all equally handling the powers,
even from childhood, which-or some of which
among others not described-the adepts have conquered. 'This is a mere fairy-tale, founded on the
achievements of occultism. But no. one ~ho has
made a study ·of the latter can fail to see, can fail
to recognise with a conviction amounting to certainty, that the author of " The Ooming, Race"
must have been familiar with the leading ideas of
occultism, perhaps with a great deal more. The
same evidence is afforded by Lord Lytton's other
novels of mystery, "Zanoni," and "The Strange
Story." In "Zanoni," the sublime personage in the
background, Mejnour, is intended plainly to be a
great adept of Eastern occultism, exactly like those
of whom I have to speak. It is difficult to know
why in this case, where Lord Lytton.has manifestly
intended to adhere much more closely to the real
facts of occultism than· in" The Ooming Race," he
should have represented Mejnour as a solitary
survivor of the Rosicrucian fraternity. The guardians of occult science are .content to be a small
body as compared with the tremendous importance
of the knowledge which they save from perishing,
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but they have never allowed their numbers t~
diminish to. the extent of being in any danger or
ceasing to exist as an organized body on earth. It
is difficult again to understand why Lord Lytton,
having learned so much as he certainly did, should
have been content to use up his information merely
as an ornament of fiction, instead of giving it to the
world in a form which should claim more serious
consideration. .Aj all events, prosaic people will
argue to that effect ; but it is not impossible that
Lord Lytton himself had become, through long
study of the subject, so permeated with the love
of mystery which inheres in the occult mind
apparently, that he preferred •to throw out his
information in a veiled and mystic shape, so that it
would be intelligible to ·readers in sympathy with
himself, and would blow unnoticed past the commonplace understanding without awakening the
angry rejection which these pages, for example,
if they are destined to attract any notice at all,
will assuredly encounter at the hands of bigots in
science, religion, and the great philosophy of the
commonplace.
.Akaz, be it then understood, is a force for which
we havtl no name, and in reference to which we
have no experience to guide us to a conception o:f
its nature. One can only grasp at the idea required by conceiving that it is as much more potent, subtle, and extraordinary an agent than electricity, as electricity is superior in subtlety and
variegated efficiency to steam. It is through his
acquaintance with the properties of this foree, tha.t
the adept can accomplidh the physical phenomena.»
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which I shall presently be able to show are :within
his reach, besides others of far greater magnifi·
cence.

II.
Who are the adepts who handle the Q-emendous
forces of which I speak W There is reason to believe
that such adepts have existed in all historic ages,
and there are such adepts in ln<ja at this moment,
or in adjacent countries. The identity of the
knowledge they have inherited, with that of ancient
initiates in occultism, follows irresistibly from an
examination of the views they hold and the faculties they exercise. • The conclusion has to be worked
out from a mass of literary evidence, and it will be
enough to state it for the moment, pointing out the
proper channels of "research in the matter afterwards. For the present let us consider the position
of the adepts as they now exist.
They constitute a Brotherhood, or Secret Association, which ramifies all over the East, but the
principal seat of which for the present I gather
to be in Thibet. But India has not yet been
deserted by the adepts, and from that country they
still receive ma.ny recruits. For .the great fraternity
is at once the least and the most exclusive organ·
ization in the world, and fresh recruits from any
race or country are welcome, provided they possess
the needed qualifications. The door, as I have
been told by one who is himself an adept, is always
open to the right man who knocks, bnt the road
that has to be tra veiled before the door is reached
is one which none. but very determined travellers
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can hope to pass. It is manifestly impossible that
I can describe its perils in any but very genera1
terms; but it is not necessary to have learned anysecrets of initiation to understand tho character of
the training through which a neophyte must pass
before he attains the dignity of a proficient h1
occultism. The adept is not made: he becomes,
as I have been constantly assured, and the process
of becoming is mainly in his own hands.
Never, I believe, in less than seven years fro~
the time at which a candidate for initiation is
accepted as a probationer, is he ever admitted to the
very first of the ordeals, whatever they may be, whica
bar the way to the earliest decrees of occultism,
and there is no security. for him that the sevea.
years may not be extended ad libitum. He has
no security that he will ever be admitted to anyinitiation whatever. Nor is this appalling uncertainty, which would alone deter most Europeans,
howeyer keen upon the subject intellectually, from..
attempting to advance, themselves, into the domaia.
of occultism, maintained from the mere caprice of
a despotic society, coquetting, so to speak, with the
eagerness of its wooers. The trials through which.
the neophyte has to pass are no fantastic mockeries,
or mimicries of awful peril. Nor, do I take it:»
are they artificial barriers set up by the masters of
occultism, to try the nerve of their pupils, as a.
riding-master might put up fences in his school_
It is inherent in the nature of the science that has
to be explored, that its revelations shall stagger th~
reason and try the most resolute courage. It is iQ
his own interest that the candidate's character and
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fixity of purpose, and perhaps his physical and
mental attributes, are tested and watched with
infinite care ·and patience in the first instance, before
he is allowed to take the final plunge into the sea
of strange experiences through which he must swim
with the strength of his own right arm, or perish.
As to what may be the nature of the trials that
await him during the period of his development, it
will be obvions that I can have no accurate knowledge, and conjectures based on fragmentary revelations picked up here and there are not worth
recording, bat as for the natur~ of the life led by
the mere candidate for adm1ssion as a neophyte it
will be equally plain that no secret is involved.
The ultimate development of the adept requires
amongst other things a life of absolute .physical
purity, and the candidate mnst, from the beginning,
give practical evidence of his willingness to adopt
this. He mnst, that is to say, for all the years of
his probation, be perfectly chaste, perfectly abstemious, and indifferent to physical luxury of every
sort. This regimen does not involve any fantastic
discipline or obtrnsive asceticism, nor withdrawal
from the world. There would be nothing to prevent a gentleman in London society from being in
full training for occult candidature without anybody
about him being the wiser. For true occultism,
the sublime attachment of the real adept, is not
attained through the loathsome asceticism of the
ordinary Indian fakeer, the yogi of the woods and
wilds, whose dirt accumulates with his sanctity-of
the fanatic wno fastens iron hooks into his :tlesh, or
holds ·up an arm until it is wtihered. An imperfect
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knowledge of some of the external facts of India~-~
occultism, will often lead to a misunderstanding o,~-~
this point. Yog vidya is the Indian name foz::::r-occnlt science, and it is easy to learn a good dea~
more than is worth learning about the practices o~
some misguided enthusiasts who cultivate some of i~
inferior branches by means of· mere physicaL
exercises. Properly speaking, this physical development is called Hatti yog, while the loftier sort,
. which is approached by the discipline of the mind,
and which leads to the high altitudes of occultism, i&.
called Ragi yog. No person whom a real occultist would ever think of as an adept, has acquired hi&
powers by means of the laborious and puerile exercises of the Ratti yog. I do not mean to say that
these inferior exercises are altogether futile. They
do invest the person who pursues them with some
abnormal faculties and powers. Many treatises have
been written to describe them, and many people who
have lived in India will be able to relate curio11.s
experience.. they have had with proficients in this
extraordinary craft. I do not wish to fill these
pages with tales of wonder that I have had no means
of sifting, or it would be easy to collect examples ;
bnt the point to insist on here is that no story anyone can have heard or read which seems to put an.
ignoble, or petty, or low-minded aspect on Indian
yogeeiam e~~.n have any application to the ethereal..
, yogeeilm whfch is called Ragi yog, and which.
leads to the awful heights of true adeptship.
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8lllOBET as the occult organization has always
remained, there is a good deal more to be learn<..'Ci
concerning the philosophical views which it has
preSP.rved or acquired, than might be supposed at
the first glance. As my own experience when fully
described will show, the great adepts of occultism
themselves have no repugnance to the diBBemination
of their religions philosophy so far as a world untrained as ours is in pure psychological investigation
can profit by such teaching. Nor even are. they
unconquerably averse to the occasional manifestation
of those superior powers over the forces of Nature
to which their extraordinary researches have led
them. The many apparently miraculous phenomena
which I have witnessed through occult agency
could never have been exhibited if the· general rule
which precludes the Brothers from the exhibition of
thdir powers to nninitiated persons were absolute.
As a general rule, indeed, tha display of any occult
phenomenon for the purpose of exciting the wonder
and admiration of beholders is strictly forbidden.
And indeed I should imagine that such prohibition
is absolute if there is no higher purpose involved.
But it is plain that with a purely philanthropic
desire to spread the credit of a philosophical system
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which is ennobling in its character, the Brothers m a...~;;;;::::::::::::~~~~~~~:;
. sometimes wisely permit the display of abnorrna:
phenomena when the minds to which such an appec::::oo--is made may be likely to rise from the appreciatio~•-===--============-----========-of the wonder to a befitting respect for the philosoph ..=:::~iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii_,_...._ __
which it accredits. And the history of th~ Thec:=:311sophical Society has been an expansion of this idec~'C--._
That history has been a chequered one, because th_ ---==============~~~phenomena that have been displayed have ofte·:..:================:::::::!_____IIE_
failed of their effect, have sometimes become th --;:=::=:=:=======~~~=-•
subject of a premature publicity, and have broug=l.=~~;;:~~====~~~::
down on the study of occult philosophy as regard

from
the point
of view
thebeen
outer
world,
and o;;~~==========~~==
the devoted
uersous
who of
have
chiefly
identifie~
with its encouragement by means of the 'fhec:-'"":=:;;;;;::====---------=
sophical Society, a great deal of stupid ridicule an--:~~~~~~~::========
some malevolent persecution. It may be asked
~~---------=======
the Brothers, if they are really the great and al~~;-------------
powerful persons I represent them, have permittee:::-.
indiscretions of the kind ref,~rred to, but the inquir..,.,::;;~~~:~~~~~:_:_:_:_:_:_::.::::::::::::::::;

wh;. .

is not so embarrassing as it may seem at the fil"B'~-=====~=~----..:::::=
glance. If the picture of the Brothers that I hav:----:-s:e=:=:~::::---.:::::::::::
3ndeavoured to present to the reader has bee-==appreciated rightly, it will show them less accuratel;;;:;;;::::::::_==-==-~=====
qualified, in spite of their powers, than persons <:> ::=--::=•~---- --------~
lesser occult development, to carry-on any under:-----taking which involves direct relations with a m u l t i i - - plicity of ordinary J>€Ople in the common-pia~
world. I gather the primary purpose of th: -.s---:"""":.:!!11.__,
Brotherhood· to be something very unlike the tas~......_
I am engaged in, for example, at this moment-th. ~~
•
endeavour to convin~ the p~bHc gen~ly th~~
there really are f~Wulttet ~tent m .humamty capab~
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of such extraordinary development, that they carry
us at a bound to an immense distance beyond the
dreams of physical science in reference to the comprehension of Nature, and at the same time afford
us positive testimony concerning the constitution
and destinies of the human soul. That is a task on,
which it is reasonable to suppose the Brothers would~
cast a sympathetic glance, but it will be obvious on
a moment's reflection, that their primary duty must
be to keep alive the actuality of that knowledge,
and of those powers concerning which I am merely
giving some shadowy account. If the Brothers
were to employ themselves on the large, rough
business of hacking away at the incredulity of a
stolid multitude, at the acrimonious incredulity of
the materialistic phalanx, at the terrified and indignant incredulity of the orthodox religious world, it
is conceivable that they might----ptpter vitam vivendi.
perdere cama8-sufier the occult science itself to
decay for the sake of persuading mankind that it
did really exist. 6£ coun;e it might be suggested
that division of labour might be possible in occultism
as in everything else, and that some adepts qualified
for the work might be told off for the pnrpose of
breaking down the incredulity of modern science,
while the others would carry on the primary duties
of their career in their own beloved seclusion. But
a suggestion of this kind, however practical it may
sound to a practical world, would probably present
itself as eminently unpractical to the true mystic.
To begin with, an aspirant for occult honours does
not go through the tremendous and prolonged effort
required to win him success, in order at the end of
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all things to embrace a life in the midst of b~==~~-----~
ordinary world, which on the hypothesis of his snc>,cees-!!!!!!:;;;;;;!!__________
in occultism must necessarily be repugnant to him iz:::::::::::~_-._ _ _ _ _ _ __
the extremQ. Probably there is not one real adept wh..c=:::::::~--------
doea not look with greater aversion and repngnanC4=:::!!!!!!~-------=on any life eaJCept a life of seclusion, than we of th.E!!!!!!!!!!~..,===......
outer world would look on the notion of bein@!!!!!!:=:-------buried alive in a remote mountain fastness wherni!ii!!l!-no foot or voice from the outer world could pen...
e...---__
trate. I shall very soon- be able to show that th~!!!l-love of seclusion, inherent in adeptship, does llO·'I•IIIIIr:::::::;;~
i~ply a mind vacant of the knowledge of Earopearr...__"--culture and manners. It is, on the contrary, com.----patible with an amount of European culture anc_ ____
experience that people acquainted merely with tht::!!-....
commonplaee aspects of Eastern life will be sur-_
prised to find possible in the case of a man orm:::=
Oriental birth. Now, the imaginary adept told o&::::=
on the suggestion I am examining, to show th~
scientific world that there arerealms of knowledge i.___
bas not yet explored and faculties attaiuable ~
IQ&n that it bas not yet dreamed of possessing,_,
would have to be either appointed to discharge tha._,
duty, or to volunteer for it. In the one case w~
have to assume that the occult fraternity is despoti~
in its treatment of its members in a manner whic~
all my observation leads me to believe it certainl~
is not ; in the other, we have to suppose some adep--.
making a voluntary ll8.Crifice of what he regards ~
not only the m<>st agreeable bot also the highe~~t:::
life-for what W for the sake of accomplishing .._._
task which he does not regard as of very grea....__,
importance-relatively, at any rate, to that othe~
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task in which he may take a part-the perpetuation
and perhaps the development of the great science
itself. But I do not care to follow the argument
any further, because it will come on for special
treatment in a different way presently. Enough
for the moment to indicate that there are considerations against the adoption of that method of perJ!Uasion which, as far as the judgment of ordinary
people would go, would ~em the best suited to the
introduction of occult truths to modern intelligence.
And these considerations appear to have promp¥
the acceptance by the Brothers, of the Theosophical
Society as a more or leBB imperfect, but still the
best available agency for the performance of a piece
of work, in which, without being actually prepared
to enter on it themselves, they nevertheleBB take a
cordial interest.
And what are the peculiar conditions which
render the Theosophical Society, the organization
and·management of which have been faulty in many
ways, the best agency hitherto available for the
propagation of occult truths W The zeal and qualifications of its founder, Madame Bl~~ovatsky, give the
explanation required. It is obvious that to give
any countenance or support at all to a society concerned with the promulgation of occult philosophy,
it was neces.sary for the Brothers to be in occult
communication with it in some way or other. For
it must be remembered that though it may seem to
us a very amazing and impossible thing to sit still at
home and impress our thoughts upon the mind of a
distant friend by an effort of will, a Brother 1i ving
in an unknown Himalayan retreat is not only able
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to converse as freely as he likes with any of his
friends who are initiates like himself, in whatever
• part of the world they may happen to be, but would
find any other modes of communication, such as
those with which the crawling faculties of the ou~er
world have to be content, simply intolerable in
their tedium and inefficacy. Besides, he must, to
be able to afford assistance to any society having its sphere of operations among people in the world, be
able to hear from it with the same facility that he
can send communications to it. So there must be
an initiate at the other end of the Hue. Finally,
the occult rules evidently require this last-named
condition, or what amounts to the same thing,
forbid arrangements which can only be avoided on
this condition.
Now, Madame Blavatsky is an initiate-is an
adept to the extent of poBBeBBing this magnificent
power of psychological telegraphy with her occult
friends. That she has stopped short of that further
development in adeptship that would have tided her
right"bver the boundary between this and the occult
world altogether, is the circumstance which has
rendered her assumption of the task with whir.h the
Theosophical Society is concerned compatible wit~
the considerations pointed out above as operating
to prevent the assumption of such a duty by a full
adept. As regards the supremely eBBential characteristic, she has, in fact, been exactly suited to the
emergency. How it came to pass that her occult
training carried her as far as it did and no further,
is a question into which it is fruitleBB to inquire,
because the answer would manlf~!\~Y entail expl~
,.
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tiona which would impinge too closely on the
secrets of initiation which are never disclosed under
any circumstances whatever.· After all she is a •
woman,-though her powerful mind, widely if erratically cultivated, and perfectly dauntleBB courage
proved among other ways on the battle-field, but
more than by any bravery with bullets, by her
occult initiation, renders the name, connoting what
it ordinarily does, rather absurd in application to
her,-and this has, perhaps, barred her from the
highest degrees in occultism that she might otherwise have attained. At all events, after a coul'l'le of
occult study carried on for seven years in a Himalayan
retreat, and crowning a devotion to occult pursuits
• extending over five-and-thirty or forty years.
Madame Blavatsky reappeared in the world, dazed,
as she met ordinary people going about in commonplace, benighted ignorance concerning the wonders of
occult science, at the mere thought· of the stupendous
gulf of experience that separated her from them.
She could hardly at first bear to BBBociate with
them, for thinking of all she knew that they did not
know and that she was bound not to reveal. Any
one can understand the burden of a great secret, but
the burden of such a secret as occultism, and the
burden of great powers only conferred on condition
that their exercise should be very strictly circum·
scribed by rule, must have been trying indeed.
Circumstances---or · to put the matter more
plainly, the guidance of friends from whom, though
she had left them behind in the Himalayas on her
return to Europe, she was no longer in danger of
separation, as w~ ~qerstand the term, induced her
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to visit America, and there, assisted by some other
persons whose interest in the subject was kindled
by occasional manifestations of her extraordinary
powers, and notably by Colonel Olcott, its lifedevoted P1·esident, she founded the Theosophical
Society, the objects of which, as originally defined,
were to explore the latent psychological powers of
man, and the ancient Oriental literature in which
the clue to these may be hidden, and in which the
philosophy of occult science may be partly discovered.
The Society took root readily in America, while
branches were also formed in England and elsewhere; but, leaving these to take care of themselves,
Madame Blavatsky ultimately returned to India, to
~stablish the Society there among the natives,
from whose natural hereditary sympathies with
mysticism it was reasonable to expect an ardent
sympathy with a psychological enterprise which not
only appealed to their intuitiv~ belief in the reality
of yog vidya, but also to their best patriotism, by
exhibiting India as the fountain·head of the highest
if the least known and the most secluded culture
in the world.
Here, however, began the practical blunders in
the management of the Theosophical Society which
led to the incidents re:ftlrred to above, as having
given it, so far, a chequered career. Madame
Blavatzky, to begin with, was wholly unfamiliar
with the everyday side of Indian life, her previous
visits having brought her only into contact with
groups of people utterly uncoimected with the
current social system • and characteristics of the
country. Nor could she have undertaken a worse
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preparation for Indian life ~han that supplied by a •
residence of some years in the United States.
This sent her out to India unfurnished with the
recommendations wllich she could readily have
obtained in England, and poisoned her mind with
an absolutely erroneous and prejudiced conception
of the character of the British ruling claBSeB of
India and their relations with the people. India
and the United States are a good way apart
geographically, but they are even more completely
separated in other ways. The consequence was
that Madame Blavatsky, on her :first arrival in
lndil!, adopted an attitude of obtn1sive sympathy
with the natives of the soil as compared with the
Europeans, seeking their society in a manner which,
coupled with the fact that she made none of the
usual advances to European society, and with her
manifestly RuBBian name, had the effect not unnaturally of rendering her smpeote to the rather
clumsy organization which in India attempts to
combine, with sundry others, the functions of a
political police. These suspicions, it is true, were
allayed almost as soon as they were conceived, but
not before Madame Blavatzky had been made for a
short time the object of an espWn,age so awkward
that it became grossly ob~ous to herself and roused
her indignation to fever heat. To a more phlegmatic
nature the incident would have been. little more
than amusing, but all accidents combined to develop trouble. A Russian by birth, tl10ugh
naturalized in the United States, Madame Blavatzky
is probably more sensitive •than an English woman
less .experienced in political espionage would be to
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the insult involved in being taken for .a spy. Then
the inner consciousness of having, for enthusiasm in
the purely intellectual or spiritual enterprise to
which she had devoted her life, renounced the place
in society to which her distinguished birth and
family naturally entitled her, probably intensified
the bitterness of her indignation, at finding the
sacrifice not only unappreciated, but turned against
her, and regarded as justifying a.· foul suspicion.
At all events, the circumstances acting on an excitable temperament led her to make public protests
which caused it to be widely known by natives as
well as by Europeans, that she had been looked at
askance by Government authorities. And this idea
for a time impeded the success of her work.
Nothing can be done in India without a European
impulse in the beginning ; at all events, it handicaps
any .enterprise frightfully to be without such an
impulse if native co-operation is required. Not that
the Theosophical Society failed to get members.
The natives were flattered at the attitude towards
them taken up by·their new "European" f1iends,
as Madame Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott were no
doubt generally regarded in spite of their American
nationality, and showed a shallow eagerness to hecome Theosophists. But their ardour did not
always prove durable, and in some few cases they
showed a lamentable want of earnestness by breaking away from the Society altogether.
Meanwhile, Madame Blavatsky began to JDake
friends amongst the Europeans, and in 1880 visited
Simla, where she began late in the day to approach.
her work from the right direction. Again, however,.
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some mistakea were made which have retarded the
establishment of the Theosopuical Society, as far as
India is concerned, on the dignified footing that it
ought to occupy. A great many wonderlul phenomena were manifested in the presence at various
times of a great many people ; but proper safeguards were not taken to avert the great danger
that must always attend such a method of recommending occult science to public notice. It is ·
beyond dispute that phenomena., exhibited under
thoroughly satisfactory conditions to persons intelligent enough to comprehend their significance,
create an effect in awakening a thirst for the study
of occult philosophy that no other appeal can
produce. But it is equally true, though at the first
glance this may not be so apparent, that to minds
quite unprepared by previous training to grasp the
operation of occult forces, the most perfectly unimpeachable phenomenon will be received rather as
an insult to the understanding than as a proof of the
operation .of occult power. This is especially the
case with persons of merely average intelligence,
whose facultit>.s cannot stand the shock of a sudden
appeal to an entirely new set of ideas. The strain
is too great ; the new chain of reasoning breaks,
and the commonplace observer of abnormal occurrences reverts to his original frame of stolid
incredulity, perfectly unaware of the fact that a
revelation of priceless intellectual importance has
been •offered to him and has been misunderstood.
Nothing is commoner than to hear people say : " I
can't believe in the ·reality of a phenomenal occurrence unless I see it for myself. Show it me and
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I ahall believe .iJl it, but not till then."
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people who my this are quite mistaken .as w.wbae;;.
· they would believe if the occurrence were shown. t<»them. I have over and over again seen pheno111e~
ot an llbsolutely genuine nature pass before ~a
eyes of people unused to investigating .<>ecnrren~
of the kind, and leave no impression behind beyond.
an irritated conviction that they were somehor
being taken in. Just this haypened in some conspicuous instances at Simla, and it is needless _to aa,y
that many as were the phenomena that :Madame.
Blavatsky produced, or was instmmental in producing; during the visit to which I am referripg,
the number of people in the place who had no Oppol"tunity of aeeing them was considerably greater
than that of the witnesses. And for these, as •
mle, the whole series of incidents presented itself
simply as an imposition. It was nothing to the
purpose for the holders of this theory that there
was a glaring absence from the whole business of
any motive for imposture, that a considerab~
group of persons whose testimony and capacity
would never have been impugned had any other
matter been under discussion; were emphatic in
their declarations as to the complete reality of the
phenomena that had been displayed. The commonplace mind could not assimilate the idea that it
was face to face with a new revelation in N atnre,
and any hypothesis, no matter how absurd and iHogical in its d~tails, was preferable for the majority
to the sim pie grandeur of the truth.
On the whole, therefore, as Madame Blavatsky
became a celebrity in India, her relations with
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European society were intensified. She made
many friends, and secured some ardent converts to
a belief in the reality of occult powers ; bnt she •
became the innocent object of bitter animosity on
the part of some other acquaintances, who, unable
to assimilate what they saw in her presence, took
up an attitude of disbelief, which deepened into
positive enmity as the whole subject became enveloped in a cloud of more or less excited controversy..
And it is needless to say that many of the newspapers made great capital out of the whole situation
ridicn1ing Madame Blavatsky's dupes, and t\Visting
every bit of inforniation that came out about her
phenomena into the most ludicrous shape it
could be made to assume. Mockery of that sort
was naturally expected by English friends who
avowed their belief in the reality of Madame
Blavatsky's powers, aud probably never gave one
of them a moment's serious annoyance. Bnt for
the over-sensitive and excitable person chiefly concerned they were indescribably tormenting, and
eventually it grew doubtful whether her patience
would e.tand the strain put upon it; whether she
would not relinquish altogether tho ungrateful task
of inducing the world at large to accept the good
gifts \Vhich she had devoted her life to offering
them. Happily, so far, no catastrophe has ensued ;
but no history of Oolumbus in chains for discovering a new world, or Galileo in prison tor announcing the true principles of astronomy, is more
remarkable for those who know all the bearings of
the ·situation in India, as regards ·the Theosophical
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Society, than the sight of Madam Blavatsky~
slandered and ridiculed by most of the AngloIndian papers, and spoken of as a charlatan by thes
commonrlace crowd, in return for having freelr
offered them soma of the wonderful fruits-as muclL
as the rules of the great occult association permit.
her to offer-of the life-long struggle in which sh~
has conquered her extraordinary knowledge.
In spite of all this, meanwhile, the Theosdphical...
Society remains the one organization which supplies to inquirers who thirst for occult knowled~
a link of communication, however slight, with the.
great fraternity in the background which takes.
an interest in its progress, and is accessible to lta.
founder.
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b ha& heen through my o0nneotion· with tlHr Theoll9phioal Society and my aoqaaintanae with Madame
.Blavataky that I have obtained a~iencea- in
89l'1neotion with oooultism, whioh have prompted
me to undertake my present task. The :first proltlem I had to solve wa& wheth&!' Madame Blavatsky
really did, as I heard, possess the power of prc>ducing abnormal phenomena. And it may be
imagined that, on the assumption of the reality of
her phenomena, nothing would have been simpler
than to obtain such satisfaction when once I had
formed her acquaintance. It is, however, an illustration of the embarrassments which surround all
inquiries of this nature-embarrassments with
which so many people grow impatient, to the end
that they cast inquiry altogether aside and remain
wholly ignorant of the troth for the rest of their
lives-that although on the first occasion of my
making Madame Blavatsky's acquaintance she
became a guest at my house at Allahabad and
remained there for six weeks, the harvest of satisfaction I was enabled to obtain during this time
was exceedingly small. Of course I heard a great
deal from her during the time mentioned about
occultism and the Brothers, but while she was
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most anxious ihat I should understand the situatior::::a..
thoroughly, and I was most anxious to. get at tb-=truth, the difficulties to be overcome were almos~
insuperable. For the Brothers, as already d~
scribed, have an unconquerable objection to showin~
off. That the person who wishes them to show ofiE
is an earnest seeker of truth, and not. governed by
mere idle curiosity, is nothing to•the pnrpos&They do not want to attract. candidates for initia...tion by an exhibition of wonders. W ondenea
hav:e a very spirit-stirring effect on the history o;£
every religion founded on miracles, but oecultism is not a pursuit which people can safely
take up in obedience to the impulse of enthusiasJQL
created by wituessing a display of extraordina~
power. There is no absolute rule to fo~bid th~
exhibition of po\Vers in presence of the outsider . ;
bnt it is clearly di111Lpproved ·of by the highe.-.
authorities of occultism ou principle, and it iAes
practically impossible for less exalted proficients ~
go against this disapproval. It was only the very
slightest of all imaginable phenomena that, durin@:'
her first visit to my house, Madame Blavatsky wa.a
thus pennitted to exhibit freely. She was allow~
to show that " raps" like those which spiritualist;e
attribute to spirit agency, could be produced a.t.
will. This was something, and foote d6 mie'!MD W'~
paid great attention to raps.
Spiritualists are aware tqat when groups ~~
people sit round a table and put their hands upo~
it, tl1ey will, if a "medium" be present, generall~
bear little knocks which respond to questions an.<l._
spell out messages. The large outer circle ~:t::::'
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persona who do not believe in spiritualism ue fain
to imagine ·that all the millions who do, ~ duped
u :regards this iml'ression. It must sometime& ·be
troublesome for them to account for the wide de·velopment of the del118ion, bnt any theory, they
think, is preferable to admitting the possibility that
the spirits of deceased persons can commuDicate iB
this way; or,,f they take the scientific view of the
matter, that a physical effect, however slight, can be
:fn'eduood without a physical cause. Such persons
l}tlght to welcome the explanations I aDJ. now
giving, tending 88 these do to show that thfl
theory of universal self-deception as regards spirit.
tapping, which must be rather an awkward theory
for any one bnt a ludicrously conceited objector
to hold, is not the only one by means of which the
&Merted facts t>f i!piritualism-those with which we
a:re now dealing at all event&--can he reconciled
ivith a reluctance to accept the spiritual hyp9·thesis 88 the explanation.
Now, I soon found ont not only that raps would
·~ways eome 'at a table at which MadRIDe· Blavatsky
l!lllt with the view of obtaining such results, but
that· all conceivable hypotheses of fraud in the
·matter were rapidly disposed of by a comparison of
the various experiments we were able to make. To
begin with,· there was no necessity for other people
to sit at the table at ·ftH. We could work with
any table under any cir<lumstances, or without a
table at all. A window-pane would do equally
well, or the wall, or any door, or anything .whatever which could give out a sound if hit. A half
glaM door put aj...r w~ !!!~ Q:qc~ se~n t9 ~e -~ very
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gOod instrument to choose, because it was easy t~
stand opposite Madame Blavatsky in this case, t~
see her bare hands or hand (without any rings>
resting motionless on the pane, and tq hear th~
little ticks come plainly, as if made with the poin-..
ef a penoil or with the sound of electric sparkea.
passing from one knob of an electrical apparatua.
to another. Another very satisfactory way oE
obtaining ihe raps-one frequently employe<t.
in the evening-was io set down a large gla&S clock-.
ahade -on the hearthrug, and get Madame Blavatsky~
after removing all rings from her hands, and sittin@!:"
well .clear of the shade so that no pari of her dresiia
touched it, to lay her hands.on it. Putting a lam~
9D the ground opposite, and sitting down on the.
hearthrug, one could see the under surfaces of th~
bands resting on the glass, and still under these.
perfectly satisfactory conditions the raps woulct_
eome, clear and distinct, on the sonorous surface.
of the shade.
It W&S out of Madame Blavatsky's power to givea
an exact explanation as to how these raps were.
prodJJced, Every effort of occult· power is connected with some secret or other, and slight, r&-gvded in the light of phenomena, as the raps wer&::.
they were physical effects produced by an effort o::&!'
will, and the manner in which the will can b~
trained to produce physical effects may be to~
unifonn, as regards great and small phenomena, to b~
made in accordance with the rules of occultism th~
s~bject of exact explanations to uninitiated personsa_
But the fact that the raps were obedient to the wil.:::l..
was readilY. put beyond dispute, in this way amon@;E!!L~
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others : working with the window-pane or the
clockshade, I would ask to have a name spelled out,
mentioning one at random. Then I would call over
the alphabet, and at the right letters the raps would
come. Or I would ask for a definite number of
raps, and they would come. Or for series of raps
in some defined rhythmical progression, and they
would come, Nor was this all. Madame Blavatsky
would sometimes put her hands, or one only, on
someone else's head, and make the raps · come,
audibly to au attentive listener and perceptibly to
the person touched, who would feel each little shock
exactly as if he were taking sparks off the conductor
of an electrical machine.
At a later stage of my inquiries I obtained raps
under better circumstances again tlian these_:.
namely, without contact between the object on
which they were produced and Madame Blavatsky's
hands at all. This was at Simla in the summer of
last year (1880), but I may as well anticipate a
little as f~tr ·as the raps are concerned. At Simla
Madame Blavatsky used to produce the raps on a
little table set in the midst of an attentive group,
with no one touching it at all. After starting it,
or charging it with some influence by resting her
hands on it for a few moments, she would hold one
about a foot above it and make mesmeric passes at
it, at each of which the tabb would yield the
familiar sound. N ot• was this done only at our
own house with'" our own tables. The same thing
would be done at friends' houses, to which Madame
Blavatsky accompanied us. And a further development of the head experiment was th!s : It was

REC.BNTOCCU.LT PHENOMENA.

found to be possible for seveTal persons to feel th~
same rap simultaneously. Four or five persons use~
sometimes to put their hands in a pile, one o~
another on a table;· then Madame Blavatsky woul~
put hers on the top of the pile and cause a current_
of whatever it is which produces the sound, to p~
through the whole series of hands, felt by eac~
simultaneously, and record itself in a rap on thea
table beneath. Any one who has ever taken part::;.
in forming such a pile of bands must feel as to somea
of the hypotheses concern~g the raps that have.
been put forward in the Indian papers by determined...
sceptics-hard-headed persons not to be taken in-to the e:ffect that the raps are produced by Madam~
Blavatsky's thumb-nails or by the cracking of some.
joint-that such hypotheses are rather idiotic.
Summing up the argument in langnage which r.
used in a letter written at the time, it stands aL
follows; "Madame Blavatsky puts her hands on L. _
table and raps are heard on it. Some wiseac~
suggests she does it with her t.humb-nails; she pubiL
only one hand on the table ; the raps comes still_
Does she conceal any artifice under her hand~ Sh~
lifts her hand from the table altogether, and merelyholding it in the air above, the ·raps still come_
Has she done anything to the table ~ She puts herhand on a window-pane, on a picture frame, on ' dozen different places about the room in succession:a.
. and· from each in turn come the• mysterious raps_
Is tne house where she stays witt her own particular friends about her prepared all over 1 Sh~
goes to half a dozen other houses at Simla and pr~
duces raps at them all. Do the raps really co~"E!!a
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from somewhere else than where they seem to come
from-arc tLey perhHps ventriloquism 1 She puts
her hand on your head, and from the motionless
fingers you feel something which resembles a minute
series of electric shocks, and an attentive listener
beside you will hear them producing little raps on
your skull. Are you telling a lie when you say
you feel the shocks 1 Half a dozen people put
their hands one on the other in a pile on tho table ;
:Madame Blavatsky puts hers on the top of all, and
each person feels the httle throbs pass through, and
hears them record themselves in faint raps on the
table on which the pile of hands is resting. When
a person has seen all these experiments many times,
as I have, what impression do you think is made on
his mind by a person who says, 'There is nothing
in raps but coujuring-Maskelyne and Cooke can
do them for £10 a night W' Maskelyne and Cooke
cannot do them for £10 a night nor for ten lakhs
a night under the circumstances I describe."
The raps even as I heard them during the first
visit that Madame Blavatsky paid us at Allahabad,
gavo me a complete assurance that she was in possession of somo faculties of an abnor~al character.
And this assurance lent a credibility, that would not
otherwise have belonged to them, to one or two
phenomena of a different kind which also occurred
at that time, the conditions of which were not complete enough t<! make them worth recording he1·e..
But it was mortifying to approach no nearer to
absolute certitude concerning the questions in which
we were 1·eally interested-namely, whether there
.did indeed exist men with the wonderful powers
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ascribed to the adepts, and whether in this way it
was possible for human creatures to oiJtain positive
knowledge concerning the charasteristics of their
own spiritual nature. It must be remembered that
Madame Blavatsky was preaching no specific doctrine
on this subject. What she told us about the adepts
and her own initiation was elicited by questions.
Theosophy, in which she did seek to interest all her
friends, did not proc1aim any specific belief on the
subject. It simply recommended the theory that
humanity should be regarded as a Universal Brotherhood in which each person should study the truth
as regards spiritual things, freed from the pl'Cpossessions of any specific religious dogma. Bnt altlwugh._
her attitude, as regards the whole subject, put hexunder no moral obligation to prove the reality of
occultism, her conversation and her book, " Isis U n-veiled," dillclosed a view of things which one naturallydesired to explore further ; and it was tantalizing t~
feel that she could, and yet could not, give us the.
final proofs we so much desired to have, that heroccult training really had in vested her with powers,
over material things of a. kind which, if one coul<A_
but feel sure they were actually in her possession~
would utterly shatter the primary foundations o~
materialistic philosophy.
One conviction we felt ha.d been fully attained _
This was the conviction of her own good faith. I---=-..
is disagreeable merely to recognize that this can b~
impugned; but this has been done in Indiaa so reck::-_
lessly and cruelly by people who take up an attitud ~
of hostility to the views with which she is identifie~
that it would be affectation to pass the question h~~
8

-
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On the other hand, it would be too great a conae.
sion to an ~oble attack to go minutely over the
evidence of her honesty of character with which
my intimacy with Madame Blavatsky has gradually
supplied me. At various times she has been a
guest of ours for periods now amounting in all to
more than three months out of nearly two yean. To
any impartial intelligence it will be manif~ that,
under these circumstances, I must have been able to
fonn a better opinion Concerning her re.oU character
than can possibly be derived from the crude observations of persons who have perhaps met her once or
twice. I am not, of course, attributing any scientific
'·aloe to this sort of testimony as accrediting the
abnormal character of phenomena she may be concerned in prodn<1ing. With such a mighty problem
at stake as the trustworthiness of the fundamental
theories of modern physical science, it is impossible
to proceed by any other bot scientific modes of
investigation. In any experiments I have tried I
have always been careful to exclude, not merely the
probability, but the possibility of trickery ; and where
it has been impossible to secure the proper conditions,
1 have not allowed the results of the experiment to
enter into the sum total of my conclusions. But, in
its place, it seems only right-only a slight attempt
to redress the scandalous wrong which, as far as
mere insult and slander can do a wrong, has been
done to a very high-minded and perfectly honourable woman-to record the certainty at which in
. progress of time both my wife and myself arrived,
that Madame Blavatsky is a lady of absolutely upright nature, who has sacrificed, not merely rank

RECENT OCCULT PHENOMENA.

5x

and fortune, but .all thought of personal welfare or
comfort in any shape, from enthusiasm for occult
studies in the first instance, and latterly for the
special task she has taken in hand as an initiate
in, if relatively a humble member of, the great
occult fraternity-the direction of the Theosophical
Society.
Besides the production of the raps one otB.er
phenomenon had been conceded to us during
Madame Blavatsky's first visit. We had gone with.
her to Benares for a few days, and were staying at
a house lent to us by the Maharajah of Viziana.gram-a big, bare, comfortless abode as judged by
European standards--in the central hall of whicb..
we were sitting one evening after dinner. Suddenly
three or four flowers-cut roses--fell in the midst of
us--just as such things sometimes fall in the dark
at spilitual seances. But in this case there were.
several lamps and candles in the room. The ceiling of the hall consisted simply of the solid, bare,
painted rafters and boards that supported the flat;
cement roof of the building. The phenomenon was
so wholly unexpected-as unexpected, I am given t~
understand, by Madame Blavatsky, sitting in an armchair reading at the time, as by the rest of usthat it lost some of the effect it would otherwise
have had on our minds. If one could have bee~
told a moment beforehand "now some flowers are
going to fall," so that we could have looked up an<l.
seen them suddenly appear in the air above ont:.heads, then the impressive effect of att incident s~
violently out of the common order of things would.
have been very great. Even as it was, the incident
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has always remained for those who witnessed it one
of the Atages on their road to a conviction of the
reality of occult powers. Persons to whom it is
merely related cannot be expected to rely upon i&
to any great extent. They will naturally ask
various questions as to the construction of the room,
who inhabited the house, &c., and even when all
these questions had been answered, as they truthfully could be in a manner which would shut out
any hypothesis by ~eans· of whic4 the fal1 of the
flowers could be explainable by any conjuring trick,
there would still be an uncomfortable suspicion left
in the questioner's mind as to the completeneSB of
the explanation given. It might hardly have been
worth while to bring the incident on to the present
record at all, but for the opportunity it affords me
of pointing out that the phenomena produced in
.Madame Blavatsky's presence need not neceSBarily
be of hor producing.
Corning now to details in connection with some
of the larger mysteries of occultism, I am oppreSBed
by the difficulty of leading up to a statement of
what I know now to be facts-as absolute facts as
Charing Cross-which shall, nevertheless, be gradual
enough not to shock the understanding of people
absolutely unused to any but the ordinary grooves
of thonght. as regards physical phenomena. None
the leSB is it true that any "Brother," as the adepts
in occultism are familiarly referred to, who may
have been seized with the impulse to bestow on our
party at Benares the little surprise described above,
may have been in Thibet or in the South of India,
or anywhere else in the world at the time, and yet
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just as able to make the roses fall as if he had been.
in the room with us. I have spoken already ~£
the adept's power of being present "in spirit " a.s
we should say, "in astral body" as an occultist
would say, at any distant place in the :fiash of a
moment at will.
So present, he can exercise in
that distant pl~~-Ce some of the psychological powers
which he possesses, as completely as he can exercise
them in physical body wherever he . may actually
be, as we understand the expression.
I am not
pretending to give an explanation of how he produces this or that result, nor for a moment hinting
that I know.
I am recording merely the certain
fact that various occult results have been accomplished in my presence, and explaining as much
about them as I have been able to find out.
But at
all events it has long since become quite plain to
me, that wherever Madame Blavatsky is, there the
Brothers, wherever they may be, can and constantly
do produce phenomena of the most overwhelming
sort, with ·the production of which she herself ha&
little or nothing to do.
In reference, indeed, t<>
any phenomenon occurring in her presence, it must..
"be remembered that one can never have any exact..
knowledge as to how far her own powers may have.
been employed, or how far she may· have been_
" helped," or whether she has not been quite nnin:fiuential in the production of the result. Precise.
explanations of this kind are quite contrary to th~
rules of occultism-which, it must always b~
remembered, is not trying to convince the world O:::lf::
its existence. In this volume I am trying to co~
vince the world of its existence, but that is anoth.~~
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matter altogether. Anyone who wishea to know
how the truth really stands can only take up the
position of a seeker of truth. He is not a judge
before whom occultism comes to plead for credi·
bility. It is useless, therefore, to quarrel with the
observations we are enabled to make on the ground
that they are not of the kind one would best like
· to make. The question is whether they yield data
on which conclUBions may safely rest.
And another consideration cl&Lns treatment in
connexion with the character of the observations
which, so far, I have been enabled to make-that is
to say, in connexion with any search for proof of
occult power as regards physical phenomena which
but for such agency would be miraculous. I can
foresee that, in spite of the abject stupidity of the
remark, many people will urge that the force of the
speriments with which I have had to deal is
vitiated becaUBe they relate to phenomena which
have a certain superficial resemblance to conjuring
tricks. Of course this ~nsnes from the fact that
conjuring iricks all aim at achieving a certain
superficial resemblance to occult phenomena.
Let
any reader, whatever his present frame of mind dh
the subject may be, assume for a moment that he
has seen reason to conceive that there may be an
occult fraternity in existence wielding strange
powers over natural forces as yet unknown to
ordinary humanity ; that this fraternity is bound
by rules which cramp the manifestation of these
powers, bnt do not absoluteiy prohibit it ; and then
let him propose some comparatively small but
ICientitically convincing teats which he could ask to
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have conceded to him as a proof of the reality (Tf
IJC?me part, at all events, of these powers: it wil1
be found that it is impossible to propose any such
test that does not bear a certain superficial resemblance to a conjuring trick. But this will not
necessarily impair the value of the test for people
capable of dealing with those characteristics of experiments that are not superficial.
.
The gnlf of difference which is really to be
observed, lying between any of the occult phenomena
I shall have to describe presently and a conjuring
trick which might imitate it, is due to the fact tha.t
the conditions would be utterly unlike. The conjuror would work in his own stage, or in a prepared
room. The most remarkable of the phenomena I
have had in the presence of Madame Blavatsky
have taken place away out of doors in fortuitously
chosen places in the woods and on the hills. The
conjuror is assisted by any required number of
confederates behind his scenes. Madame Blavatsky
comes a stranger to. Simla, and is a gue~t in my
own house, under my own observation, during the.
whole of her visit. The conjuror is paid to incurthe expenses of accomplishing this or that deception...
of the senses. Madame Blavatsky is, what I have..
already explained, a lady of honourable character.,
instrumental in helping her friends-at their earnest,
desire wherever pl1enomena are produced at ali-t~
see some manifestation of the powers in the a.c_
quisition of which (instead of earning money b~
them as the conjuror does with l1is) she has sac.-i__
ficed everything the world generally holds dear-station, and so fortl1, immeasurably above that t~
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which any conjuror or. any impostor conld aspire.
Pursuing Madame Blavatsky with injurious snapicions, persons who resent the occult hypothe$is
will constantly forget the dictates of common sense
in overlooking these considerations.
About the beginning of September, 1880, Madame
Blavatsky came to Simla as our guest, and in the
course of the following six weeks various phenomena
occurred, which became the talk of all Anglo-India
for a time, and gave rise to some excited feeling on
the part of persons who warmly espoused the theory
that they must be the result of imposture. It soon
became apparent to us that whatever might have
been the nature of the restrictions which operated
the previous winter at Allahabad to prevent our
guest from displaying more than the very least of
her powers, these restrictions were now less operative than before. We were soon introduced to a
phenomenon we had not been treated to previously.
By some modification of the force employed to
produce the sound of raps 011 any object, Madame
Blavatsky can produce in the air, without the intermediation of any solid object whatever, the sound of
a silvery bell-sometimes a chime or little run of
three or four bells on different notes. We had
often heard about these bells, but had never heard
them produced before. They were produced for us
for the first time one evening after dinner while we
were still sitting round the table, several times in
succession in· the air over our heads, and in one
instance instead of the single bell-sound there came
one of the chimes of which I speak. Later on I
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heard them on scores of occasions and in all sorts
of different places-in the open air and at different
houses where Madame Blavatsky went from time
to time. As before with the raps, there. is no
hypothesis in the case of the bells which can be
framed by an adherent of the imposture theory
which does not break down on a comparison of the
different occasions and conditions under which I
have heard them produced. Indeed, the theory
of imposture is one which in the matter . of the
bells has only one narrow conjecture to rest on.
Unlike the sound of a rap, which in the ordinary
way could be produced by many different mcthoda
-eo that, to be sure any given example of such a
aound is not produced by ordinary means, one haa
to procure its repetition under a great variety
of conditions-the sound of a bell can only be
made, physically, in a few ways. You must have
a hell, or some sonorous object in the nature of a
bell, to make it with. Now, when sitting in a well
lighted room, and attentiv8y watching, you get the
sound of a bell up above your heads where there ia
no physical bell to yield it-what are the hypothe&eA
which can attribute the result to trickery W Is the
1ound really produced .outside the room altogether
by some agent or apparatus in anothe~ W First of
all no rational person who had heard this sound_
would ad.vance that theory, because the sound itself:
is incompatible with the idea. It is never loudat least I have never heard it very loud-but it iE:!L.
always clear and distinct to a remarkable extent_
If you lightly &trike the edge of a thin claret g~
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with a knife you may get a sound which it would
be difficult to persuade any one had come from
another room ; but the occult bell-sonnd is like that,
only purer and clearer, with no sulH!ound of jarring
in it whatever. Independently of this, I have, as
I say, heard the sound in the open air produced
.up in the sky in the stillness of evening. In rooms
it has not always been overhead, but sometimes down
on the ground amongst the feet of a group of
persons listening for it. Again, on one occasion,
when it had been produced two or three times in
the drawing-room of a friend's house where we had
all been dining, one gentlemen of the party went
back to the dining· room two rooms off, to get a
finger glass with which to make a sound for the
occult bells to repeat-a familiar form of the experiment. While by himself in the dining-room. he
heard one of the bell-sounds produood near him,
though Madame Blavatsky had remained in the
drawing-room. This example of the phenomenon
satisfactorily disposed o:flithe theory, absurd in itself
for persons who frequently heard the bells in all
manner of places, that Madatne Blavatsky carried
some apparatus about her with which to produce
the sound. As for the not~n of confederacy, that
i!J disposed of by the fact that I have repeatedly
heard the sounds when out walking beside Madame
Blavatsky'e jampan with no other person near us
but the jampanees carrying it. •
The bell-sounds are not mere sportive illustrations of the properties of the currents which are set
in action to produce them. They serve the direct,
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practical purpose among occultists of a telegraphia
call-bell. It appears that when trained occultists
are concerned, so that the mysterious magnetie
connection, whatever it may he, which enables them.
to communicate ideas is once established, they cat:a..
produce the bell-sounds at any distance in tha
neighbourhood of the fellow-initiate whose attention they wish to attract. I have repeatedly heard
Madame Blavatsky cal1ed il\ this way, when our
own little party being alone some evening, we
have all been quietly reading. A little "ting" would.
suddenly sound, and Madame Blavatsky would get
np and go to her room to attend to whatever occult
business may have been the motive of her summons. A very pretty illustration of the sound, as
thus produced by some brother-initiate at a distance,
was afforded one evening under theRe circumstances_
A lady, a guest at another house in Simla, had beea.
dining with us, when about eleven o'clock I received
a note from her host, enclosing a letter which he
asked me to get Madame Blavatsky to send on by
occult means to a certain member of the great
fraternity to whom both he and l had been writing_
I shall explain the circumstances of this corr&spondence more fully later on. We were all anxio\Uil
to know at once-before the lady with us tha.t
evening returned up the hill, so that she could take
back word to her host-whether the letter could be
&ent; but Madame Blavatsky declared that her o~
powers would not enable her to perform the feat_
The question was whether a certain person, a half_
developed brother then in the neiihboW'hood ~~

6o

THE OCCULT WORLD,

Simla, would give the necessary help. Madame
Blavatsky said she would see if she could "find
him," and taking the letter in her hands, she went
out into the verandah, where we all followed her.
Leaning on the balustrade, and looking over the
wide sweep of the Simla valley, she remained for a
few minutes perfectly motionless and silent, as we
all were; and the night was far enough advanced
for all commonplace .sounds to have settled down,
so that the stillness was perfect. Suddenly, in the
air before us, there sounded the clear note of an
occult-bell. "All right," cried Madame, " he will
take it." And duly taken the letter was shortly
afterwards. But the phenomenon involved in its
transmission will be better introduced to the reader
in connection with other examples.
I come now to a series of incidents which ·
exhibit occ.ult power in a more striking light than
any of those yet described. To a scientific mind,
indeed, the production of sounds by means of a
force unknown to ordinary science should be as
clear a proof that the power in question is a power,
as the more sensational phenomena which have to
do with the transmission of solid objects by occult
agency. The sound can only reach our ears by the
vibration of air, and to set up the smallest undu.Iation of air as the effect of a thought will appear
to the ordinary understanding as no less outrageous an impossibility than the uprooting of a tree
in a similar way. Still there are degrees in wonderfulness which the feelings recognize even if such
distinctions are irrational.
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The firet incident of the kind which I now take
up is uot one which would in itself be a complete
proof of anything for an outsider. I describe it
rather for the benefit of readers who may be, either
through spiritualistic experiences or in any other
way, already alive to the possibility of phenomena.
as such, an<~ interested rather in experiments which
may throw light on their genesis than in mere
texts. <Managed a·little bettew the occurrence nowto be dealt with would have been a beautiful test;
but lladame Blavatsky, left to herself in such.
matters, is always the worst devisor of tests imaginable. Utterly out of sympathy with the positive
and incredulous temperament ; engaged all her life
in the development amongst Asiatic mystics of
the creative rather than .the critical faculties, she
never can follow the intricate suspicions with which.
the European observer approaches the consideration.
of the marvellous in its simplest forms. The marvellous, in forms so stupendously marvellous that
they almost elude the grasp of ordinary conceptions, has been the daily food of her life for a grea.t
number of years, and it is easy to realize that, for
her, the jealous distrust with which or.dina? people
hunt round the slightest manifestation ol occult
force t.o find any loophole through which a suspicion of fraud may creep, as no less tiresome and..
stupid, then the ordinary person conceives the too
credulous spirit to be.
About the end of September my wife 'went one
afternoon with :Madame Blavatsky to the top of Q..
neighbouring hill. They were only accompanied by-
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one other friend. I was not present myself on this
occaaion. While there Madame Blavatsky asked m1
wjfe, in a joking way, what was her heart's desire.
She eaid at random and on the spur oi the moment,
"to get a note from one of the Brothers." Madame
Blavatsky took from her pocket a piece of blank
pink papeJ.' that had been torn ofi a note received
that day. Folding this np into a small compass
she took it to the e~ of the hill, held it up for a
moment or two between her hands and returned
saying that it was gone. She presently, after•cotnmunicating mentally by her own occult methods
• with the distant Brother, said he asked where my
wife would have the letter. At first she said she
should like it to come fluttering down into her lap,
but some conversation ensued as to whether this
would be the best way to get it, and ultimately it
was decided that she should find it in a certain tree.
Here, of course, a mistake was made~ which opens
the door to the suspicions of resolutely disbelieving
persons. It will be supposed that Madame Blavatsky
had some reasons of her own for wishing the tree
chosen. For readers who favour that conjecture after
all thal. has gone before, it is only necessary to
repeat ttiat the present story is being told not as a
proof, but as an me1dent.
At first Madame Blavatsky seems to have made a
mistake as to the description of the tree which the
distant Brother was indicating as that in which he
was going to put the note, and with some trouble
my wife scrambled on to the lower branch of a bare
and leafless trunk on which nothing could be found .
.Madame then again got into (l9mmunication with
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the Brother and ascertained her mistake. Into
another tree at a little distance, which neither
Madame nor the one other "Person present had approached, my wife now climbed a. few feet and
looked all round among the branches. At first she
saw nothing, but then, turning back her head without moving from the pottition she had taken up,
she saw on a twig immediately before her face-where a moment previously there h8.d been nothing
but leaves-a little pink note. This was stuck on
to the stalk of a leaf that had been· quite freshlytom ofi, for the stalk was still green and moistnot withered as it would have been if the leaf had.
been tom ofi for any length of time. The nota
was found to contain these few words : " I hava
been asked to leave a note hel"e for you. What
can I do for JOU ¥" It was signed by some 'l'hibetan.
characters. The pink paper on which it was written.
appeared to be the same which Madame Blavatzkyhad taken blank from her pocket shortly before.
How was it transmitted first to the Brother wh~
\-rote upon it and then back again to the top of our
hill t not to speak of the mystery of its attachment
to the tree in the way described. So far as I caa
frame conjectures on this subject, it would be premature to set them forth in detail till I have gon~
more fully into the facta observed. It is no use to
discuss the way the wings of flying-fish are mada
for people who will not believe in the reality of
flying-fish at all, and refuse to accept phenomen-.
less guaranteed by orthodoxy than Pharaoh'~
chariot wheels.
I come now to the incidents of a very remarkabla
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day. The day before, I should explain, we started
on a little expedition which turned out a coup ·Tnalfl,que,
though, but for some tiresome mishaps, it might have
led, we afterwards had reason to think, to some very
interesting results. We mistook our way to a place
of which Madame Blavatzky had received an imperfect description-or a description she imperfectly
understood-in an occult conversation with one of
the Brothers then actually passing through Simla.
Had we gone the right way that day we might have
had the good fortune of meeting him, for he stayed
one night at a certain old Thibetan temple, or resthouse, such as is often found about the Himalayas,
and which the blind apathy of commonplace English
people leads them to regard as of no particular
interest or importance. Madame Blavatsky was
wholly •nacquainted with Simla, and the account
she gave us of the place she wanted to go to led us
to think she meant a different place. We started,
and for a long time Madame declared that we must
be going in the right direction because she felt
certain currents. Afterwards it appeared that thl
road to the place we were making for, and to that
for which we ought to have made, ""ere coincident
for a considerable distance; but a slight divergence
at one point carried us into a wholly wrong system
of hill-paths. Eventually Madame utterly lost her
scent : we tried back ; we who knew Simla discussed its topography and wondered where it could
be she wanted to get to, but all to no purpose.
We launcl1ed ourselves down a hill-side where
Madame· declared she once more felt the missing
current ; but occUlt currents may flow where tra, el-
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lers cannot pass, and when we attempted this descent
I knew the case was desperate. After a while the
expedition h~d to be abandoned, and we went home
much disappointed.
Why, some one may ask, could not the omniscient
Brother feel that Madame was going wrong, and.
direct us properly in time! I say this question.
will be asked, because I know from experience that
people unused to the subject will not hear in mind
the relations of the Brothers to such inquirers atiJ
ourselves. In this case, for example, the situation
was not one in which the Brother in question was
anxiously waiting to prove his existence to a jury ()£
intelligent Englishmen. We C:J.n learn so little
about the daily life of an adept in occultism, tha.t
we who are uninitiated can tell very little about the
interests that really engage his attention ; but 'We
ean find out this much-that his attention is constantly engaged on interests connected with his own
work, and the gratification of the curiosity eoncern:ing occult matters of persons who are not regula.r
students of occultism forms no part of that work a.t
all. On the contrary, unless under very exceptjona.l
conditions, he is even forbidden to make any concessions whatever to such curiosity. In the cas3 in.
point the course of events may probably have been.
something of this kind :-Madame Blavatsky perceived by her own oooult tentaculre that one of herillustrious friends was in the neighbourhood. She
immediately-having a sincere desire to oblige u s may have asked him whether she might bring us ~
see him. Probably he would regard any such requea t
very much as the astronomer royal might regar-<t_
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the request of a friend to bring a party of ladies to
look through his telescopes; but none the less he
might say, to please his half-fledged " brother" in
occultism, Madame Blavatsky, "Very well, bring
them, if you like: I am in such and such a place."
And then he would go on with his work, remembering afterwards that the intended visit had never
been paid, and perhaps turning an occult perception
in the direction of the circumstances to ascertain
what had happened.
However this may have been, the expedition as
:first planned broke down. It was not with the hope
of seeing the Brother, but on the general principle of
hoping for something to turn np, that we arranged to
go for a picnic the following day in another direction,
which, as the :first road had failed, we concluded to be
probably the one we ought to have taken previously.
We set out at. the appointed time next morning.
We were originally to have been a party of six, bot
a seventh person joined us just before we started.
After going down the hill for some hours a place
was chosen in the wood near the upper waterfall
for our breakfast: the baskets that had been brought
with us were unpacked, and, as usual at an Indian
picnic, the servants at a little distance lighted a :fire
and set to work to make tea and coffee. •Concerning
this some joking arose over the fact that we had
one cnp and saucer too few, on account of the
seventh person who joined us at starting, and some
one laughingly asked Madame Blavatsky to create
another cup and saucer. There was no set purpose
in the proposal at :first, but when Madame Blavatsky
said it would be very difficult, but that if we liked
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she would try, attention was of course at on~
arrMted. Madame Blavatsky, as usual, held menta.]_
conversation with one of the Brothers, and then..
wandered a little about in the immediate neigh.bourhood of where we were sitting-that is to say,
within a radius of half-a-dozen to a dozen yards
from our picnic cloth-! closely following, waiting
to see what would happen. Then she marked ~
epot on the ground, and called to one of the gentlemen of the party to bring a. knife to dig with. The
place chosen was the edge of a little slope covered
with thick weeds and grass and shrubby undergrowth. The gentleman with the knife-let us
call him X
as I shall have to refer to him
afterwards-tore up these in the first place with
some difficulty, as the roots were tough and closely
interlaced. Cutting then into the matted roots and
earth with the knife, and pulling away the debri8
with his hands, he came at ll!.st, on the edge of some._
thing white, which turned out, as it was completely
excavated, to be the required cup. A corresponding sa.ucel' wa& 11lso found after a little more digging. _Both objects were in among the roots which
spread everywhere through the ground, so that it.
seemed as if the roots 'vere growing round thetn_
-The cup and saucer both corresponded exactly, as..
regards their pattern, with those that had been._
brought .to the picnic, and constituted a seventh._
cup and saucer when brought back to where w~
were to have breakfast. I may as well add at:;.
once that afterwards, when we got home, my wi:f~
questioned our principal khitmutgar as to ho~
many cups and saucers of that partic11lar kind V\7-~
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possessed. In the -progress of years, as the set was
an old set, some had been broken, but the man at
once said that nine teacups were left. When
collected and counted that number was found to be
right, without' reckoning the excavated cup. That
made ten, and as regards the pattern, it was one of
a somewhat peculiar kind, bought a good many
years previously in London, and which assuredly
could never have been matched in Simla.
Now, the notion that human beings can create
material objects by the exercise of mere psychological power, will of course be revolting to the
understandings of people to whom this whole subject is altogether strange. It is not making the
idea much more acceptable to say that the cup and
saucer appear in this case to have been "doubled "
rather than created. The doubling of objects seems
merely another kind of creation-creation according
to a pattern. However, the facts, the occurrences
of the morning I have described, were at all events·
exactly as I have related them. I have been careful as to the strict and minute truthfulness of every
detail. If the phenomenon was not what it appeared to be-a most w.o~derful display of a power
of which the moder.n scientific world has no comprehension whatever-it was, of course, an elaborate
fraud. That supposition, however, setting aside the
moral impoBBibllity from any point of -view' of
assuming Madame Dlavatsky capable of participation in such an imposture, will only bear to be
talked of vaguely. As a way out of the dilemma it
will not serve any person of ordinary intelligence
who is awam 9! the. f~ct~1 q~ WD<? ~rust~ ml state-

RECENT OCCULT PHENOMENA.

•

•

6g

ment of them. The cup and saucer were asSuredly
dug up in the way I describe. If they were not
deposited tl1ere by occult agency, they must have
been buried there beforehand. Now, I have described the character of the ground from which
they were dug up; assuredly that had been undisturbed for years by the character of the vegetation
upon it. But it may be urged that from some
other part of the sloping ground a sort of tunnel
may have been excavated in the :first instance
through which the cup and saucer could have been
thrust into the place where they were found. Now
this theory is barely tenable as regards its physical
pOBBibility. l;f the tunnel had been big enough for
the purpose it would have left traces which were
not perceptible on the ground-which were not
even discoverable when the ground was searched
shortly afterwards with a view to that hypothesis.
But the truth is that the theory of previous burial
is morally untenable in view of the fact that the
demand for the cup and saucer-of all the myriad
things that might have been asked for-could never
have been foreseen. It arose out of circumstances
themselves the sport of the. moment. If no extra
person had joined us at the last moment the
number of cups and saucers packed up by the
servants would have been sufficient for our needs,
and no attention would have been drawn to them.
It was by the servants, without the knowledge of
any guest, that the cups taken were chosen fro~
others that might just ·as easily have been taken_
Had the burial fraud been really perpetrated i t
would have been necessary to constrain us to choose.

-
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the exact spot we did actually choose for the picnic
with a view to the previous preparations, but the ewact
spot on which the ladies' jam pans were deposited was
chosen by myself in concert with the gentleman
referred to above as X--, and it was within a few
yards of this spot that the cup was found. Thus,
leaving the other absurdities of the fraud hypothesis
out of sight, who could be the agents employed to
deposit the cup and saucer in the ground, and
when did they perform the operation ~ Madame
Blavatsky was under our roof .the whole time from
the previous evening wheu the picnic was detertermined on to the moment of starting. The one
personal servant she had .with her, a Bombay boy
and a perfect stranger to Simla, was constantly
about the house the previous evening, and from the
first awakening of the household in tile morningand as it happened he spoke to my own bearer in
the middle of the night, for I had been annoyed by
a loft door which had been left unfastened, and was
slamming in the wind, and called np servants to
shut it. Madame Blavatsky it appears, thus
awakened, had sent her servant, who always slept
within call, to inquire what was the matter. Colonel
Olcott, the President of the Theosophical Society,
also a guest of ours at the time of which I am
speaking, was certainly with us all the eveniug from
• the period of our return from the abortive expedition of the afternoon, and was also present at the
start. To imagine that he spent the night in going
four or five miles down a difficult khud through
forest paths difficult to find, to bury a cup and
saucer of a kind that we were not likely to take in
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a place we were not likely to go to, in order that
in the exceedingly remote contingency of its being
required for the perpetration of a hoax it might be
there, would certainly be a somewhat extravagant
conjecture. Another consideration-the destination
for which we were making can be approached by
two roads from ~pposite ends of the upper horseshoe
of hills on which Simla stands. It was open to us
to select either path, and certainly neither .Madame
Blavatsky nor Colonel Olcott had any share in the
selection of that actually taken. Had we taken the
other, we should never have come to the spot where
we actually picniced.
The hypothesis of fraud in this affair is, as I hava
said, a defiance of common sense when worked out in.
any imaginable way. The extrav!lg&nce of thia
explanation will, moreover, be seen to heighten aa
my narrative proceeds, and as the incident just.
related is compared with others which took placa
later.. But I have not yet done with the incident&
of the cup-morning.
The gentleman called X
bad been a good.
deal with us during the week or two that had.
. already elapsed since .Madame Blavatsky's arrival_
Like many of our friends, he had been greatly
impressed with much he had seen in her presence_
He hsd especially come to the conclusion that the.
Theosophical Society, in which she was interested»
was exerting a good influence with the natives, '
view which he had expressed more .than once it.._
wann language in my presence. He had declare~
his intention of joining this Society as I had don~
myself. Now, when the cup and saucer were foun~
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most of us who were present, X - among the
number, were greatly imprellBCd, and in the conversation that ensued the idea arose that X.--might formally become a member of the Society
then and there. I shou~d not have taken part in
this suggestion-! believe I originated it-if X.--had not in cool blood decided, as I understood, to
join the Society ; in itself, moreover, a step which
involved no responsibilities whatever, and simply
indicated sympathy with the pursuit of OC(mlt knowledge and a general adhesion to broad philanthrophic doctrines of brotherly sentiments towards all
humanity, irrespective of race and creed. This has
to be explained in view of some little annoyances
which followed.
sl10uld then and there
The proposal that X
formally join the Society was one. with which he
was quite ready to fall iu. But some documents
were required-a formal diploma, the gift of which
to a new member should follow his initiatiop into
certain little masonic forms of recognition adopted
in the Society. How could we get a diploma ¥
Of course for the group then present a difficulty of
this sort was merely another opportunity :for the
exercise of Madamb's powers. Could she get a
diploma brought to us by " magic W" After an
occult conversation with the Brother who had then
interested himself in our proceedings, .Madame told
us that the diploma would be forthcoming. Sho
described the appearance it would present-a roll
of paper wound round \\ith an immense quantity
of string, and then bound up in the leaves of a
creeping plant. We should find it about m the
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wood where we were, and we could all look for it,
but it would be X--, for whom it was intended,
who would find it. Thus it fell out. We all searched
about in the undtlrgrowth or in the trees, wherever
fancy prompted us to look, and it was X-- who
found the roll, done up as described.
We had had our breakfast by this time. X-was formally "initiated " a member of the society
by Colonel Olcott, and after a time we shifted our
quarters to a lower place in the wood where there
was the little Thibetan temple, or rest-house·, which
the Brother who had been passing through Simlaaccording to what Madame Blavatsky told us-had
passed the previous night. We amused ourselves
by examining the little building inside and out,
" bathing m the good magnetism," as Madame
Blavatsky expressed it, and then, lying on the grass
outside, it occurred to someone that we wanted more
coffee. The set·vants were told to prepare some, but
it appeared that they had used up all our water. The
water to be found in the streams near Simla is not of
a kind to be used for purposes of this sort, and for a
picnic, clean fi.liered water is always taken out in
bottles. It appears that all the bottles in our baskets
had been exhausted. This "report was promptly verified by the servants by the exhibition of the empty
bottles. The only thing to be done was to send to
a brewery, the nearest building, about a mile oft, and
ask for water.. I wrote a pencil note and a coolie went
oft with the empty bottles. Time passed, and the coolie
returned, to our great disgust, without the watt.:r.
There had been no European left at the brewery
that day (1t was Sunday) to receive the note, and
4
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the coolie had stupidly plodded back with the empty
bottles under his arm, instead of asking about and
finding someone able to supply the required water.
At this time onr party was a little dispersed.
X-- and one of the other gentlemen had
wandered off. No one of the remainder of the
pa.~ty was expecting fresh phenomena, when .Madame
suddenly· got up, went over to the baskets, a dozen
or twenty yards oft, picked out a bottle-one of
those, I believe, which had been brought back by
the coolie empty-and came back to us holding it
under the fold of her dress. Laughingly producing
it it· was found to be full of water. Just like
a conjuring trick, will some one say¥ Just
like, except for the condition&. For such a
conjuring trick, the conjurer defines the thing to
be done. In our case the want of water was 88
unforeseeable in the first instance as the want of
the cup a'"nd saucer. The accident that left the
brewery deserted by its Europeans, and the further
accident that the coolie sent up for water should
have been so abnormally stupid even for a coolie 88
to come back without, because thl're happened to
be no European to take my note, were accidents
but for which the opportunity for obtaining the
water by occult agency could not have arisen.
And those accidents supervened on the fundamental
a<:cident, improbable in itselt, that our servants
should have sent us out insufficiently supplied.
That any bottle of water could have been left
unnoticed at the bottom of the baskets is a suggestion that I can hardly imagine any one present
putting forward, for the servants had been tound
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fault with for not bringing enough ; they. had just
before had the baskets completely emptied out, and
we had not eubmitted to the situation till we had
been fully satisfied that there really was no more
water left. Furthermore, I tasted the water in the
bottle Madame Blavatsky produced, and it was not
water of the same kind as that which came from
our own .filters. It was an earthy-tasting water,
unlike that of the modern Simla supply, bq.t
equally unlike, I may add, though in a different
way, the ofitmsive and discoloured water of the only
stream flowing through those woods.
How was it brought 1 The how, of course, in
all these cases is the great mystery which 1 am
unable to explain except in general terms ; but the
impossibility of understanding the way adepts
manipulate matter is one thing ; the impossibility
· of denying that they do manipulate it in a manner
which Western ignorance would describe as miracu.lons is another. The :tact is there whether we can
explain it or not. The rough, popular saying that
you cannot argue the hind leg off a cow, em bodies
a sound reflection which our prudent sceptics in
matters of the kind with which I am now dealing
are too apt to overlook. Yon cannot argue away
a fact by contending that by the lights in your
mind it ought to be something different from what
it is. Still less can you argue away a mass of
facts .like those I am now recording by a series of
extravagant and contradictory hypotheses about each
in turn. What the determined disbeliever so often
overlooks is that the scepticism which may show an
acuteness of mind up to a certain point, reveals a.
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deficient .intelligence when adhered to in face of
certain kinds of evidence.
I remember when the phonograph was first
invented, a scientific officer in the service of the
Indian Government sent nie an article he had
written on the earliest acconnts received of the
instrument-to prove that the story must be a
hoax, because the instrument described was
scientifically impOBBible. He had worked out the
times of vibrations required to reproduce the
sounds and so on, and very intelligently argued
that the alleged result was unattainable. But
when phonographs in doe time were imported into
India, he did not continue to say they were impoBBible, and that there must be a man shut up in
each machine, even though there did not seem to
be room. That last is the attitude of the selfcomplacent people who get over the difficulty .
about the causation of occult and spiritual phenomena by denying, in fac.e of the palpable experience
of thousands--in face of the testimony in shelves-ful of books that they do not read-that any such
phenomena take place at all.
X--, I should add here, afterwards changed
his mind about the satisfactory character of the cup
phenomena, and said he thought it vitiated as a
scientific proof by the interposition of the theory
that th~ cup and saucer might have been thrust up
into their places by means of a tunnel cut from a
lower part of the bank. I have discnSBed that
hypothesis already, and mention the fact of, X--'s
change of opinion, which does not affect any of the
circumstances I have narrated, merel1 to avoid the
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chance that readers, who may have heard or read
about the Simla phenomenon in other pages, might
think I was treating the change of opinion in
question as something which it was worth while to
disguise.
And, indeed, the convictions which I
ultimately attained were themselves the result of
accumulated experiences I have yet to relate, so
that I cannot tell how far my own certainty concerning the reality of occult power rests on any one
example that I have seen.
It was on the evening of the day of the cnp
phenomenon that there occurred an incident destined
to become the subject of very wide discussion in all
the Anglo-Indian papers. This was the celebrated
"brooch incident." The· facts were related at the
time in a little statement drawn up for publication,
and signed by the nina persons who witnessed it.
This statement will be laid before the reader directly,
but as the comments to which it gave rise showed
that it was too meagre to convey a full and accurate
idea of what occurred, I will describe the course
of events a little more fully. In doing this, I may
use names with a certain freedom,·as these were aU
appended to the published document.
We, that is, my wife and myself with our ·guests,
had gone up the llill to dine, in accordance with
previous engagements, with Mr. and Mrs. Hume.
We dined, a party of eleven, at a round table, and
Madame Blavatsky, sitting next our host, tired and
out of spirits as it happened, was unusually silent.
During the beginning of dinner she scarcely said a.
word, Mr. Hume conversing chiefly with the lady
on his other hand. It is a common trick at Indian_
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dinner-tables to have little metal platewarmers with
hot water before each guest, on which each plate
served remains while in use. Such platewarmers
were used on the evening I am describing, and over
hers-in an interval during which plates had been
removed-Madame Blavatsky was absently warming
her hands. Now, the production of :Madame Dlavatsky's raps and bell-sounds we had noticed sometimes seemed easier and the effects better when her
hands had been warmed in this way ; so some one,
seeing her engaged in warming them, asked her
some question, hinting in an indirect way at phenomena. I was very far from expecting anything
of the kind that evening, and :Madame Dlavatsky
was equally far from intending to do anything herself or from expecting any display at the hands of
one of the Drothers. So, merely in mockery, when
asked why she was warming her hands, she enjoined
us all to warm our hands too and see what would
happen. Some of the people present actually did
so, a few joking words passing among them. Then
:Mrs. Hume raised a little laugh by holding up her
hands and saying, ." Dut I have warmed my hands,
what next 1" Now Madame Dlavatsky, as I have
said, was not in a mood for any occult performances at all, but it appears from what I learned
afterwards that just at this moment, or immediately
before, she suddenly perceived by those occult
faculties of which mankind at large have no knowlAdge, that one of the Brothers was present " in
astral body " invisible to the rest of us in the room.
It was following his indications, therefore, that she
acted in what followed ; of course no one knew at
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the time that she had received any impulse in the
matter external to herself. What took place as
regards the surface of things was simply this :
.Whep. Mrs. Hume said what I have set down above,
and when the little laugh ensued, Madame Blavatsky
put out her hand across the one person sitting
betwten herself and Mrs. Hume and took one of
that llldy's hands, saying, '' Well then, do you wish
:for apything in particular~" or as the lawyers say,
" words to that e:Rect." I cannot repeat the precise
sentepces spoken, nor can I say now exactly what
Mrs. llume ,first replied before she quite understood
the pituation; but this was made clear in a very
few minutes. Some of the other people present
catching this first, explained, " Think of something
you would like to have brought to you ; anything
you like not wanted for any mere worldly motive ;
is tpere anything you can think of that will be very
difficult to get W" Remarks of this sort were the
only kind that were made in the short interval that
elapsed between the remark by Mrs. Hume about
. having warmed her hands and the indication by her
of the thing she had thought of. She said then
that she had thought of something that would do.
What was it 1 An old brooch that her mother had
given her long ago and that she had lost.
Now, when this brooch, which was ultimately
recovered by occult agency, as the rest of my story
will show, came to be talked about, people said:"Of course Madame Blavatsky led up the conversation to the particular thing she had aiTanged beforehand to produce." I have described all the conversation which took ~lace on this subject, before

•
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the brooch was named. There was no conversation
about the brooch or any other thing of the kind
whatever. Five minutes before the brooch was
named, there had been no idea in the mind of any
person present that any phenomenon in the t~ature
of finding any lost article, or of any other kind,
indeed, was going to be performed. Nor while
Mrs. Hume was going over in her mind the things
she might ask for, did she speak any word indicating
the direction her thoughts were taking.
From the point of the story now reached the
narrative pu.blished at the time tells
almost as
fully as it need be told, and, at all events, with a
simplicity that will assist the reader in grasping all
the facts-so I reprint it here in full.

it

"On Sunday, the 8rd of October, at Mr. Hume's house
at Simla, there were present at dmner Mr. and Mrs. Hume,
Mr. and Mrs. Sinnett, Mrs. Gordon, Mr. F. Hogg, Captain
P. J. Maitland. Mr. Beatson, Mr. Davidson, Colonel Olcott,
and Madame Blavatsky. Most of the persons present having
recently seen · many remarkable occurrences m Madame
Blavatsky's presence, conversation turned on occult phenomena, and in the course of this Madame Blavatsky asked
Mrs. Hume if there was anything she particularly wished
for. Mrs. Hume at first hesitated, but in a short time said
there was something she would particularly like to have
brought her, namely, a small article of jewellery that she
formerly possessed, but had given away to a person who
had allowed 1t to pass out of her possession. Madame
Blavatsky then said 1f she would fix the image of the artiCle
in question very definitely on her mind, she, Madame
Blavatsky, would endeavour to procure It. Mrs. Hume then
smd that she vividly remembered the article, and described
it as an old-fashioned breast-brooch set round with pearls,
With glass at the front, and the back made to contam hair.
She then, on bemg asked; drew a rough sketch of the brooch.
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Madame Blavatsky thfln wrapped up a coin attached to her
watch-chain m two cigarette papers, and put it in her dress,
and said that she hoped the brooch might be olltained m the
course of the evemng. At the close of dinner she said to
Mr. Hume that the paper in which the com had been
wrapped was gone. A little later, in the drawingroom, she
saHl that the brooch would not be prought into the house,
but that it must be looked for in the garden, and tben as
the party went out accompanying her, she said she had
clairvoyantly seen the brooch fall mto a star-shaped bed or
flowers. Mr. Burne led the way to such a bed in a distant.
part· of the garden. A prolonged and careful search was
made with lanterns, and p,ventually a small paper packet,
conslBting of two cigarette papers, was found amongst th&
leaves by Mrs. Sinnett. This being opened on the spot waa
found to contain a brooch exactly corresponding to th~
previous description, and which Mrs. Burne Identified as.
that which she had originally lost.
None of the party.
except Mr. and Mrs. Hume, had ever seen or heard of th~
brooch.
Mr. Hume had not thought of it for years.
Mrs. Hume had never spoken of it to anyone since sh~
parted with it, nor had she, for long, even thought of it_
She herself stated, after it was found, that it was only whe111..
Madame asked her whether there was anything she woul<I.
like to have, that the remembrance of this brooch, the gift
of her mother, flashed across her mind.
"Mrs. Hume is not a spiritualist, and up to the time of
the occurrence described was no believer either in occult
phenomena or in Madame Blavatsky's powers.
The conviction of all present was, that the occurrence was of 8.llL
absolutely unimpeachable character, as an evidence of the
truth of the possibility of occult phenomena. The brooch ia,
unquestionably the one which Mrs. Hume lost. Even supposing, which IS practically impossible, that the article, lost.
months before Mrs. Hume ever heard of Madame Blavatsky-.,.
and bearing no letters or other indication of original ownet:-_
ship, could have passed in a natural way into Madatn ~
Blavatsky's possession, even then she could not possihl:;:v-have foreseen that it would be asked for, and Mrs. HuJ::Q._~
herself had not given it a thought for months.
4*
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"This narrative, read ovel' to the party, is signed byALICE GoBDO.N.
"A. 0. HUHB.
:M.A. HUHB.
P. J. MAITLAli'D.
R. HOGG.
SIN.NB'M'.
P.A.TIJI:.NCB SIN.NBTT.

FBBD.

WK. DAVIDSON.

A. P.

BTo.A.BT B.u.Tso.N."

It is needless to state that when this narrative
was published the nine persons above ~entioned
were assailed with torrents of ridicule, the effect of
which, however, has not been in any single case to
modify, in the smallest degree, the conviction which
their signatures attested at the time, that the inci. dent related was R perfectly conclusive proof of the
reality of occult power.
Floods of more or less
imbecile criticism have been directed to show that
the whole performance must have been a trick ; and
for many persons in India it is now, no doubt, an
established explanation that Mrs. Hume was
. adroitly led up to ask for the particular article
produced, by a quantity of preliminary talk about a
feat which Madame Blavats~y specially went to the
house to perform. A further established opinion
with a certain section of the Indian public is, that
the brooch which it appears Mrs. Home gave to
her daughter, and which her daughter lost, must
have been got from that young lady about a
year previously, when she passed through Bombay,
where Madame Blavatsky was living, on her way to
England. The young lady's testimony to the effect
that she lost the brooch before she went to Bombay,
or ever saw Madame Blavatsky, is a little feature of
this hypothesis which its contented framers do not
care to inquire into. Nor do persons who think

-----------
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the fact that the brooch once belonged to Mrs.
Hume's daughter, and that this young lady once
saw Madame Dlavatsky at Dombay, sufficiently
"suspicious" to wipe out the etfect of the whole
incident as described above-ever attempt, as far
as I have discerned, to trace out a coherent chain
of events as illuminated by their suspicions, or to
compare these with the circumstances of the brooch's
actual recovery. No care, however, to arrange the
circumstances of an occult demonstration so that
the possibility of fraud and delusion may really be
excluded, is sufficient to exclude the imputation of
this afterwards- by people for whom any argument,
however illogical really, is good enough to attack a.
strange idea with.
As regards the witnesses of the brooch phenomenon the conditions were so perfect that when
they were spAculating as to the objections which
might 8e raised by the public when the story should
come to be told, they did not foresee either of the
objections actually raised afterwards-the leading up
in conversation theory, and the theory about Miss
Hume having put Madame Blavatsky in possession
of t.he brooch. They knew that there had been no
previous conversation at all about the brooch or any
other proposed feat, that the idea about getting
something .Mrs. Hume should ask for, arose all in a
moment, and that almost immediately afterwards,
the brooch was named. As for Miss Hume having
unconsciously contributed to the production of the
phenomenon, it did uot occur to the witnesses that
this would be suggested, because they did not foresee
that any one could be so foolish as to shut their
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eyes to the important. circumstances, to concentrate
their attention entirely on one of quite minor im·
portance. As the statement itself says, even supposing, which is practically impossible, that the
brooch could have passed into Madame Blavatsky's
possession in a natural way, she could not possibly
have foreseen that it would have been asked for.
The only conjectures the witnesses could frame to
explain beforehand the tolerably certain result that
the public at large would refuse to be convinced by
the brooch incident, were that they might be regarded as misstating the facts and omitting some
which the superior intelligence of their critics-as
their critics would regard the matter-would see to
upset the significance of the rest, or that Mrs. Hnma
must be a confederate. Now, this last conjecture,
which will no doubt occur to readers in England,
had only to be stated, to be, for the other persons
concerned in the incident, one of the most amusing
results to which it could give rise. We all knew
Mrs. Hume to be as little predisposed towards any
such a conspiracy as she was morally incapable of
the wrong-doing it would involve.
At one stage of the proceedings, moreover, we
had considered the question as to the extent to
which the conditions of the phenomenon were satisfactory. It had often happened that faults had
eventually been found with Madlill:le Blavatsky's
phenomena by reason of some oversight in the
conditions that had not been thought of at first.
One of our friends, therefore, on the occasion I am
describing, had suggested, after we t•ose from the
dinner-table, that before going any further the
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compa:ny generally should be· asked whether, if the
brooch could be produced, that would under the
circumstances be a satisfactory proof of occult
agency in the matter. We carefully reviewed the
manner in which the situation had been developed.
and we all came to the conclusion that the test
would be . absolutely complete, and that on this
occasion there was no weak place in the chain of
the argument. Then it was that Madame Blavatsky ...
said the brooch would be brought to the garden, and
that we could go out and se:J.rch for it.
An interesting circumstance for those who bad
already watched some of the other phenomena I
have described was this : 'rhe brooch, as stated
above, was found wrapped up in two cigarette
papers, and these, when examined in a full light in
the house, were found i!till to bear the mark of the
coin attached to Madame Blavatzky's watch chain,
which had been wrapped up in them before they
departed on their mysterious. errand. They were
thus identified for people who had got over the
:first stupendous difficulty of believing iu the possibility of transporting material objects by occult
agency as the same papers that had been seen by
us at the dinner-table.
· The occult transmission of objects to a distance
not being " magic, " as Western readers understand
the word, is susceptible of some partial explanation
even for ordinary readers, for whom tho means by
which the forces employed are manipulated must
remain entirely mysterious. It is not contended
that the currents which are made use of, convey the
bodies transmitted in a solid mass just as they exist
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for the senses.. The body, to be transmitted, is supposed first to be disintegrated, conveyed on the
currents in infinitely minute particles, and then
reintegrated at its destination. In the case of the
brooch, the first thing to be done must have been
to find it. This, however, would simply be a feat
of clairvoyance-the scent of the object, .so to
.speak, being taken up from the person who spoke of
it and had once possessed it-and there is no clair-voyance of which the western world has any knowledge, comparable in its vivid intensity to the
clairvoyance of an adept in occultism. Its restingplace thus discovered, the disintegration process
would come into play, and the object desired would
be conveyed to the place where the adept engaged
with it would choose to have it deposited. The
part played in the phenomenon by the cigarette
papers would be this: In order that we might be
able to find the brooch, it waR necessary to connect
it by an occult scent with Madame Blavatsky. The
cigarette papers, which she always carried about
with her, were thus impregnated with her magnetism,
and taken from her by the Brother, left an occult
trail behind them. Wrapped round the brooch, they
conducted this trail to the required spot.
The magnetization of the cigarette papers always
with her, enabled Madame Blavatsky to perform a
little feat with them which was found by everyone
for whom it was done an exceedingly complete bit
of evidence; though here again the s~perficial
resemblance of the experiment to a conjuring trick
misled the intelligeilCe of ordinary persons who
read about the incidents referred to in the news-

RECENT OCCULT PHENOMENA.

87

papers. The feat itself may be most conveniently
discussed by the quotation of three letters w)lich
appeared in the Pioneer of the 23rd of October,
and were as follows : -

•

"Sm,-The account of the discovery of Mrs. Burne's
brooch has called forth several letters, and many questions
have been asked, some of which I may answer on a future
occasion, but I think it only right to first contribute further
testimony to the occult powers possessed by Madame
Blavatsky. In thus coming before the public, one must be
prepared for ridicule, but it is a weapon which we who
know something of these matters can we11 afford to despise.
On Thursday last, at about half-past ten o'clock, I was
sitting in Madame Blavatsky's room conversing with her,
and in a casual way asked her. if she would be able to send
me anything by occult means when I returned to my home.
She said "No;" and explained to me some of the laws under
which she acts, one being that she must know the place and
have been there-the more recently the better-in order to
establish a magnetic current. She then reco11ccted that she
had been somewhere that morning, and after a moment's
retlection remembered whose house it was she had visited.•
She said she could send a cigarette there, if I would go at
oMe t.o verify the fact. I. of course, consented.
I must
here mention that I had seen her do this kind of thing once.
before ; and the reason 11he gives for sending cigaretta is,
tha~ the paper and tobacco being always about her person,
are highly ·magnetized, and therefore more amenable to her
power, which she most emphatically declares is not super..
natural, but merely the manifestation of laws unknown to
us. To continue. my story. She took out a cigarette paper
and slowly tore oft a comer as zigzag as possible, I nenr
taking my eyes oft' her hands.
She gave me the corner,
which I at once pnt mto an envelope, and it never left my
possession I can declare. She made the cigarette with the
• This honoe at which the clgal't!~ Will! found
Be Ia quite WJIJlog that this ehoold be etated
·

Will!

Hr. O')[eara'a.
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remainder of the paper. She then said she would try an
experiment which might not succeed, but the failure would
be of no coDBeqnen...e with me. She then most certainly put
that cigarette into the fire, nnd I saw it turn, and I started
at once to the gentleman's house, scarcely able to believe
that I should find in the place indicated by her the counterpart of the ci~rarette paper I bad with me ; but sure enough
there it was, and, in the presence of the gentleman and his
wife, I opened out the ci;arctte and found my corner piece
fitted exactly. It would be useless to try and explain any
theory in connection with these phenomena, and it would be
unreasonable to expect any one to believe in them, unless
their own experience had proved the possibility of such
wonders. All one usk~ or expects is, that a few of the more
intelligent members of the community mRy be led to look
into the vast amount of evidence n9w accumulated of the
phenomena tnking place all over Europe and America.
It
seems a pity that the majority should be in such utter
ignorance of these facts ; it is within the power of any one
visiting England to convince himself of their truth.
"ALICE GoRDON."

"Sm,-I have been asked to give an account of a circumstance which took plare in my presence on the 13th instant.
On the evening of that day I was sitting alone with Madame
Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott in the drawing-room of Mr.
Sinnett's bouse in Simla. After some conversation on
various matter~, :Madame Blavatsky !'!lid she would like to
try an experiment in a manner which hacl been suggest~d to
her by Mr. Sinm•tt. She, therefore, took two cignrette papers
from her pocket nnd marked on each of them n number of
pnrallel lines in pencil. She then tore a piece off the end of
each p lper nero!~!~ the lines, and gave them to me. At that
time Madame Blavntsky 'vas sitting close to me, and I intently watched her proceedings, my eyes being not more than
two feet from her hands. She declined to let me ma1·k or
te•u the rapers. nllecin!! 1hat if handll'd by others they wonlcl
become imuued with their personal magnetism, which would
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counteract her own. However, the torn pieces were banded
directly to me, and I could not observe any opportunity for
the substitution of othu papers by sleight of hand. The
genuineness or otherwise of the phenomena afterwards presented appears to rest on this point. The torn-off pieces of the
paper remained in my closed left hand until the conclusion of
the experiment.
Of the larger pieces Madame Blavatsky
made two cigarettes, giving the first to me to hold while the
other was being made up. I scrutinized this cigarette very
attentively, in order to be able to recognize it afterwards.
The cigarettes being finished, Madame Blavatsky stood up,
and took them between her hands, which she rubbed together. After about twenty or thirty seconds, the grating
noise of the paper, at :first distinctly audible, ceased. She then
said the current* is passing round this end of the room, and
I can only send them somewhere near here. A moment afterwards she said one had fallen on the piano, the other near .
that bracket. As I sat on a sofa with my back to the wall
the piano was opposite, and the bracket, supporting a few
pieces of china, was to the right, between it and the door.
Both were in full view across the rarher narrow room. The
top of the piano was covered with piles of music books, and
it was among these Madame Blavatsky thought a cigarette
would be found. The books were removed, one by one, by
myself, but without seeing anything.
I then opened the
piano, and found a cig-.uette on a narrow shelf inside it. This
cigarette I took out and recognized as the one I had held in
my band. The other was found in a covered cup on the
bracket. Both cigarettes were still damp where they had
been moistened at the edges in the process of manufacture.
I took the cigarettes to a table, without permitting them to
be touched or even seen by Madame Blavatsky and Colonel
Olcott. On being unrolled and smoothed out, the torn,
jagged edges were found to :fit exactly to the pieces that I
had nil this time retained in my hand. The pencil marks

* The theory Is that a current. of what can only be called
magnetism, can be marle to convey objects, previously dissipated by
the same force, to any distance, and in spite of the intervention
of an,y amoun~ of matter,

,----

--------
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also corresponded. It would therefore appear that the papers
were actually the same as those I had seen torn. Both the
papers are still in my possession. It may be added that
Colonel Olcott sat near me with his back to Madame
Blavatsky during the experiment, and did not move "till it
was concluded.
"P. J. MArrL.um, Captain."

"Sm,-With reference to the correspondence now filling
your columns, on the subject of Madame Blavatsky's recent
manifestations, it may interest your readers if I record a
striking incident which took place last week in my presence.
I had occasion to call on Madame, and in the course of our
interview she tore off a corner from a cigarette paper, asking
me to hold the same, which I did. With the remainder
of the paper she prepared a cigarette in the ordinary
manner, and in a few moments caused this cigarette to disappear from her hands. We were sitting at the time in the
drawing-room. I inquired if it were likely to find this
cigarette again, and after a short pause Madame requested
me- to accompany her into the dining-room, where the cigarette would be found on the top of a curtain hanging over
the window. lly means of a table and a chair placed thereon,
I was enabled with some .difficulty to reach and take down a
cigarette from the place indicated. This cigarette I opened,
and found the paper to corresponu exactly with that I had
seen a few minutes before in the drawing-room.
That is to
say, the corner-piece, which I had retained in my possession,
fitted exactly into the Jagged edges of the torn Jlllper in
which the tobacco had been rolleii. To the best of my belief,
the test was as complete and satisfactory 118 any test can be.
I refrain from giving my opinion as to the causes ·which produced the effect, feeling sure that your readers who take an
interest in these phenomena will prefer exercising their own
judgment in the.matter. I merely give you an unvarni~:>hed
statement of what I saw. 1 may be permitted to add I am
not a member of the Theosophist Society, nor, so far as I
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know, am I biassed in favour of occult science, although a
warm sympathizer with the proclaimed objects of the Society
over which Colonel Olcott presides.
" CHARLEs FRANCIS MABBY."

Of course, anyone familiar with conjuring will
be aware that an imitation of this "trick" can be
arranged by a person gifted with a little sleight of
hand. Yon take two pieces of paper, and tear off
a corner of both together, so that the jags of both
are the- same. Yon make a cigarette with one
piece,. and put it in the place where you mean to
have it ultimately found. You then hold the other
piece underneath the one you tear in presence of
the spectator, slip in one of the already torn corners
into his hand instead of that he sees yon tear,
make your cigarette with the other part of the
original piece, dispose of that anyhow you please,
and allow the prepared cigarette to be found.
Other variations of the system may be readily
imagined, and for persons who have not actually
seen Madame Blavatsky do one of her cigarette
feats it may be useless to point· out that she does
not do them as a conjuror would, and that the
spectator, if he is gifted with ordinary common
sense, can never have the faintest shadow of a doubt
about the corner given to him being the corner
torn off-a certainty which the pencil-marks upon
it, drawn before his eyes, would enhance, if that
were neceBBary. However, as I say, though experience shows me that the outsider is prone to regard
the little cigarette phenomenon as "suspicious,"
it has never failed to be regarded as convincing by
the most acute people among those who have

,_...
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witnessed it.

With all phenomena, however,

st~pidity on the part of the observer will defeat

any attempt to reach his understanding, no matter
how perfect the tests supplied.
I realize this more fully now than at the time of
which I am writing. Then I was chiefly anxious
to get experiments arranged which should be
really complete in their details and leave no
opening for the suggestion even of imposture. It
was an uphill struggle first, because .Madame
Blavatsky was intractable and excitable as an experimentalist, and herself no more than the reci-.
pient of favours from the Brothers in reference
to the greater phenomena. And it seemed to me
conceivable that the Brothers might themselves not
always realize precisely the frame of mind in which
• persons of European training appro~hed the consideration of such miracles as these with which we
were dealing, su ·that they did not always make
sufficient allowance for the necessity of rendering
their test phenomena quite perfect and unassailable
in all minor details. I knew, of course, that they
were not primarily anxious to convince the commonplace world of anything whatever; but still they
frequently did assist Madame Blavatsky to produce
phenomena that had no other motive except the production of an effect on the minds of people belonging
to the outer world; and it seemed to me that under
these circumstances they might just as well do
something that would .leave no room for the imputation E'Ven of any trickery.
One day, therefore, I asked Madame Blavatsky
whether if I wrote a letter to 9~W of the Brothers
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explaining my views, she could get it delivered for
me. I hardly thought this was probable, as I knew .
how very unapproachable the Brothers generally
are ; but as she said that at any rate she would try,
I wrote · a letter, addressing it "to the Unknown
Brother," and gave it to her to see if any result
would ensue. It was a happy inspiration that
induced me to do this, for out of that small beginning has arisen the most interesting correspondence
in which I have ever been privileged to engage-a
correspondence which, I am happy to say, still
promises to continue, and the existence of which,
more than any experiences of phenomena which I
have had, though the most wonderful of these are
yet to be described, is tqe raison d'etre of this little
book.
The idea I had specially in my mind when I
wrote the letter above referred to, was that of all
test phenomena one could wish for, the best would
be the production in our presence in India of a
copy of the London Times of that day's date. With
such a piece of evidence in my hand, I argued, I
would undertake to convert everybody in Simla
who was capable of linking two ideas together, to
a belief in the possibility of obtaining by occult
agency physical results which were beyond the
control of ordinary science. r am sorry that I
have not.kept copies of the letter itself nor of my
own subsequent letters, as they would have helped
to elucidate the replies in a convenient ·way; but I
did not at the time foresee the developments to
which they would give rise and, after all, the
interest of the correspondence turns almost entirely

-
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on the letters I received : only in a very small
degree on those I sent.
A day or two elapsed before I heard anything
of the fate uf my letter, but .Madame Blavatsky
then informed me that I was to have an answer. I
afterwards learned that she had not been able at
:first to find a Brother willing to receive the communication. Those whom she first ·applied to
declined to be troubled with the matter. At last
her psychological telegraph boought her a favourable answer from one of the Brothers with whom
she had not for some time been in communication.
He would take the letter and reply to it.
Heari~g this, I at once regretted that I had not
written at greater length, .arguing my view of the
required concession more fully. I wrote again,
therefore, without waiting for the actual receipt of
the expected letter.
A day or two after I found one evening on my
writing-table the first letter sent me by my new
correspondent. I may herP- explain, what I learned
afterwards, that he was a native of the Punjab who
was attracted to occult studies from his earli{'st
boyhood. He was sent to Europe~ while still a
youth at the intervention of a relative-himself an
occultist-to be educated in 'Vestern knowledge,
• and since then has been fully initiatcp m the
greater knowledge of tl~e East. From the selfcomplacen~ point of view of the ordinary European
this will seem a strange reversal of the proper ordl3r
of things, but I need not stop to examine that
consideration now.
.My correspondent is known to me as Koot
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Hoomi Lal Sing. This ia his " Thibetan Mystic
name"--occultists, it would seem, taking new names
on initiation-a practice which has no doubt given
rise to similar customs which we find perpetuated
here aud there in ceremonies of the Roman
Catholic church.
The letter I received began, in media8 res, about
the phenomenon I had professed. "Precisely,"
Koot Hoomi wrote, " because the test of the
London newspaper would close the mouths of the
sceptics," it was inadmissible. " See it in what
light. you will, the world is yet in its first stage
of disenthralment . . . . hence unprepared.
Very true we work by natural, not supematurai,
means and laws. But as on the one hand science
would find itself unable, in its present state, to
account for the wonders given in its name, and on
the other the ignorant masses would still be left to
view the phenomenon in the light of a miracle,
everyone who would thus be made a witness to the
occurrence would be thrown off his balance, and
the result would be deplorable. Believe me it would
be so especially for yourself, who originated the idea,
and for the devoted woman who so foolishly rushes
into the wide, open door leading to notoriety. This
door, though opened by so friendly a hand as yours,
would prove very soon a trap-and a fatal one,
indeed, for her. And such is not surely your
object . . . . Were we
accede to your desires
know you really what consequences would follow
in the trail of success 1 The inexorable shadow
which follows all human innovations moves on, yet
few are they who are ever conscious of its approach

to
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and dangers. What are, then, they to expect who
would offer the world an innovation which, owing
to human ignorance, if believed in, will surely be
attribute to those dark agencies the two-thirds
of humanity believe in and dread a.s yet~ . . ..
The success of an attempt of such a kind as the
orre yon propose milst be calculated and based
upon a thorough knowledge of the people around
you. It depends entirely npon the social and
moral conditions of the people in tht.ir bearing on
these deepest and most mysterious questions which
can stir the human mind--the deific powers in man
and the possibilities contained in Nature. How
many even of your best fdends, of t~ose who surround you, are more than superficially interested in
these abstruse problems Y Yon could count them
upon the fingers of your right hand. Your race
boasts of having liberated in their century the
genius so long imprisoned in the narrow vase of
dogmatism and intolerance-the genius of knowledge, wisdom, and free thought. It says that, in
their turn, ignorant prejudice and religious bigotry,
bottled up like the wicked djin of old, and sealed
by the Solomons of science, rest at the bottom of
the s~a, and can never, escaping to the surface
again, reign over the world as in the days of
old: that the public mind is quite free, in short,
and ready to accept any demonstrated truth.
Ay, but is it verily so, my respected friend W
Experimental knowledge does not quite dab~ from
1662, when Bacon, Robert Boyle, and the Bishop
of Chester transformed under the royal charter
their ' invisible college' into a society for the pro-
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motion of experimental science. Ages before the
Royal Society found itself .beooming a reaiity upon
the plan of the ' Prophetic Scheme,' an innate
longing for the hidden, a passionate love for, and
the study of, Nature, had led 1nen in every generation to try and fathom her secrets deeper than their
neigh hours did. Roma ante Romulu-m fuit is an
axiom taught us in your English schools. . . . .
The Vril of the Coming Race was the common property of races now extinct. And as the very
existence of those gigantic ancestors of ours is now
questioned-though in the Himavats, on the very
territory belonging to you, we have a Clive full
of the skeletons of these giants-and• their huge
frames, when found, are invariably regarded as
i&olated freaks of Nature-so the v-ril, or akas as we
call it, is looked upon as an impossibility-a myth.
And without a thorough knowledge of akas---it&
combinations and properties, how can science hope
to account for such phenomena? We doubt not
.but the men of your science are open to conviction;
yet facts must be first demonstrated to them ; they
must first have become their own property, have
proved amenable to their modes of investi~ation,
before you find them ready to admit them as facts.
If you bnt look into the preface to the Microrrraphia
you will find, in Hookes' suggestions, that the
intimate relations of objects were of less account
in his eyes than their external operation on the
senses, and Newton's fine discoveries found in him
their greatest opponent. The modern Hookeses
are many. Like this learned but ignorant man of
old, your modern men of science are less anxious to
5
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suggest a physical connection of facts which might
unlock for them many an occult force in Nature, as
to provide a convenient classification of scientific
experiments, so that the most essential quality of a
hypothesis is, not that it should be true, but only
plauailJle, in their opinion.
"So far for science-as much as we know of it.
As for human nature in general it is the same now
88 it was a million of years ago.
Prejudice, based
upon selfishness, a general unwilli~aness to give np
an established order of things for new modes of life
and thought-and occult study requires all that and
much more-pride and stubborn resistance to truth,
if it bot uJ7sets their previous notions of things-such are the characteristics of your age. . . • •
What, then, would be the results of the most
astounding phenomena supposing we consented to
have them produced 1 However successful, danger
would be growing proportionately with success.
No choice would soon remain but to go on, ever
crescendo, or to fall in this endlt.88 struggle with prejudice and ignorance, killed by your own weapons.
Test after test would be required, and would have to
be furnished; every subsequent phenomenon expected to be more marvellous than the preceding
one. Your daily remark is, that one cannot be
expected to believe unless he becomes an eye-witness. Would the lifetime of a man suffice to satisfy
the whole world of sceptics t It may be an easy
matter tO increase the original number of believers
at Simla to hundreds and thousands. But what of
the hundreds of millions of those who could not be
made eye-witnCt!BCS ~ The ignorant, unable to grapple
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with the invisible operators, might some day vent
their rage on the visible agents at work ; the hjgher
and educated classes would go on di b lieving, as
ever, tearing yon to ~hrcds as before. In common
with many, you blame u for our great secresy.
Yet we know something of human nttture, for the
experience of long centuries-ay, ages, bas taught
us. And we know that so long ·as science has anything to learn, and a shadow of religious dogmatism
lingers in the hearts of the multitude11, the world's
prejudices have to be conquered step hy step, not at
a rush. As hoary antiquity had more tban one
Socrates, so the dim future w-ilJ give birth to more
than one marty1·. Enfrancl1i hcd Science contemptuously turned away her face from the opemican
opinion renewing the theories of A ristarchus
Samius, who 'affirm th that the earth movcth
circularly about hP.r OViD ccntm,' years before the
Church sought to sacrifice Galileo as a holocaust to
the Bible. T he ablest mathematician at the Court
of Edward V I., Robert Recorde, was left to starve
in jail by his colleagues who laughed at his astle
qf Knowledge, declaring his discoveries vain phantasies . . . . All this is old history. you will think.
Verily so, but the chronicles of our modern days do
not differ very essentially from their predecessors.
And we have but to bear in mind the recent persecutions of mediums in England the burning of
supposed witches and sorcerers in South America,
Russia, and the frontiers of pain, to assure Olll'selves that the only salvation of the genuine proficient in occult 1:cicnces lies in the scepticism of
the public: the charlatans ar1d.IJ:}e jugglers are the
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natural shields of the adepts. The public safety is
only ~ by our keeping secret the terrible
weap- -which might otherwit;e be used against it,
and which, as you have been told, become deadly in
the hands of the wicked and selfish."
·
The remainder of the letter is concerned chiefly
with personal matters, and need not be here reproduced. I shall, of course, throughout my quotations from Koot .Hoomi's letters leave out passages
which, specially addressed to myself, have no immediate bearing on the public argument. The
reader must be careful to remember, however, as I
now most unequivocally affirm, that I shall in no
case alter one syllable of the passages actually
quoted.· It is important to make this declaration
very emphatically, because the more my readers
may be acquainted with India, the less they will
be willing to believe, except on the most positive
testimony, that the letters from Koot Hoomi, as I
now publish them, have been written by a native of
India. That such is the fact, however, is beyond
dispute.
I replied to the l~tter above quoted at some
length, arguing, if I rememher rightly, that the
European "mind was less hopelessly intractable than
Koot Hoomi represented it. His second letter was
as follows :" We will be at cross purposes in. our correspondence until it has been made entirely plain that
occult acience l1as its own methods of research, -as
fixed and arbitrai"y as the methods of its antithesis,
physical science, are in their way. If the latter
has its dicta, so ~l~~ve the former; and he who
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would cross the boundary of the unseen world can
no more prescribe how be will proceed, an the
traveller who tries to penetrate to the i
st bter·ranean rece ses of L' Ha a the Blessed could show
the way to his gtude. The mysteries never were,
never can be, put within the reach of the general
public, not, at least, until that longed-for cay when
our religious philosophy becomes uni\·er al. At no
time have more thal'J a scarcely apprecialJie minority
of men pos essed Nature's em·et, tl10ugh lllnltitudes
have wi toe ed the practical evidences of the po ibility of their possession. The adept is the rare
effiorcscence of a gencr·a.tion- of inqnirers; aud to
become one, l•e must obey the :inward impulse of
his SO'.tl, inespective of the prudential considerations
of world ly cience or agacity. Y olll· desire is to
be brought to communic.'lte with one of us directly,
without the.agency of either Madame Blavat ky or
any medium. Your idea would be, as I understand
it, to obtain such communications, either .by letter<',
as the pt·e ent one, or by audible words, so a to be
guided by one of us in the management, and principally :in tlJc iustmction of the Society. Yon seek
all thi , and yet, as you say your elf, hitherto you
have not found sufficient reason to even give up
your modes of life, directly ho tile to such modes of
communication. This is hardly reasonable. H
who woulcl lift up h1gh the banner of mystici m and
proclaim its reign near at hand must give the example to others. He must be the first to change
his mode of life, and, regarding the study of the
occult mysterie as the upper tcp in the ladder of
knowledge, must loudly proclaim it such, despite

lOll
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exact science and the opposition of society. 'The
kingdom of Heaven is obtained by force,' say the
Christian mystics. It is but with armed hand, and
ready to either conquer or perish, that the modem
mystic can hope to achieve his object.
"My first ans"Wer covered, I believe, most of the
questions contained in your second and even third
letter. Having, then, expressed therein my opinion
that the world in general was unripe for any too
staggering proof of occult power, there but remains
to deal with the isolated individuals who seek, like
yourself, to penetrate behind the veil of matter into
the world of primal causes--i. e., we need only consider now the cases of yourself and Mr. --."
I should here explain that one of my friends at
Simla, deeply interested with me in the pt·ogress of
this investigation, had, on reading Koot Hoomi's
first letter to me, addressed my correspondent himself. More favourably circumstanced than I, for
such an enterprise, he had even proposed to make
a complete sacrifice of his other pursuits, to pass
away into any distant seclusion which might be
appointed for the purpose, where he might, if accepted as a pupil in occultism, learn enough to
return to the world armed with powers which would
enable him to demonstrate the realities of spiritual
development and the errors of modem materialism,
and then devote his life to the task of combating
modern incredulity and leading men to a practical
comprehension of a .better life. I resume Koot
Hoomi's letter :"This gentleman also. has done me the great
honour to address me by name, offering to me a
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few questions, and stating the conditions upon
which he would be willing to work for us seriously.
But your motives and aspirations being of diametrically opposite character, and hence leading to different results, I must reply to each of you separately.
" The first and chief consideration in determining
-ns to accept dr reject your offer lies in the inner
motive which propels you to seek our instruction
and, in a certain sense, our guidance; the latter in
all cases under reserve, as I understand it, and
therefore remaining a question independent of ,;lught
else. Now, what are your motives 1 I may try
to define them in their general aspects, leaving
details for further consideration. They are-(1)
The desire to see positive and unimpeachable proofs
that there really are forces in Nature of which
science knows nothing; (2) The hope to appropriate them some day-the sooner the better, for
you do not like to wait-so as to enable yourself ;
(a) to demonstrate their existence to a few chosen
Western minds ; (b) to contemplate future life aR
an objective reality built upon the rock of knowledge, not of faith; and (c) to finally learn -most
important this, among all your motives, perhaps,
though the most occult and the best guarded-the
whole truth about our lodges and ourselves ; to get,
in short~ the positive assurance that the 'Brothers,'
of whom everyone hears so much and sees so little,
are real entities, not fictions ·of a disordered, hallucinated brain. Such, viewed in their best light,
appear to ns your motives for addressing me. And
in the same spirit do I answer them, hoping that

•
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my sincerity will not be interpreted in a wrong
way, or attributed to anything like an unfriendly
spirit.
"To our minds, then, these motives, sincere and
worthy of every serious consideration from the
worldly standpoint, appear aeifiah. (You have to
pardon me what you might view as crudeness of
language, if your desire is that which you really
profess---to learn troth and get instruction from us
who belong to quite a difierent world from the
one you move in.) They are selfish, because you
mus' be aware that the chief object of the Theosophical Society is not so much to gratify individual
aspirations as to serve our fellow-men, and the real
value of this term 'selfish,' which may jar upon
your car, has a peculiar significance with us which
it canuot have with you; therefore, to begin with,
you must not accept it otherwise than in the former
sense. Perhaps you will better appreciate our
meaning when told that in our view the highest
aspirations for the welfare of humanity become
tainted with selfishness, if, in the mind of the
philanthropist, there lurks the shadow of a desire
for self-benefit, or a tendency to do injustice, even
where these exist ~nconsciously. to himself. Yet
you have ever discussed, but to put down, the idea
of a Universal Brotherhood, questioned its usefulness, and advised to remodel the Theosophical
Society on the principle of a college for the special
study of occultism. . . . .
"Having disposed of personal motives, let os
analyze your terms for helping os to do public
good. Broadly stated, these terms are-first, that an
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independent Anglo -Indian Theosophical Society
shall be founded through your kind services, in the
management of which neither of our present representatives shall have any voice;* and second, that
one of us shall take the new body ' under his
patronage,' be 'in free and direct communication
with its leaders,' and afford them 'direct proof that
he really possessed that superior knowledge of the
forces of Nature and the attributes of the human
soul which would inspire them with proper confidence in his leadership.' I have copied your own
words so as to avoid inaccuracy in defining the
position.
"From your point of view, therefore, those terms
may seem so very reasonable as to provoke no
dissent,- and, indeed, a majority of your countrymen
-if not of Europeans-might share that opinion.
What, will yon say, can be more reasonable than
to ask that that teacher anxious to disseminate his
knowledge, and pupil offering him to do so: should
be brought face to face, and the one give the experimental proof to the other that his instructions
were correct j Man of the world, living in, and in

•

•In the ab@ence of my own letter, to which this Is a reply, the
reader might think from this sentence that I had been animated by
l'Ome nnfriendly feeling for the representatives referred to-Madame
BJavatsky and
Colonel Olcott.
This Is far from having been
the case ; bnt, keenly alive to mistakes which had been made np
to the time of, which I am writing, In the management of the
Theosophical Society, Mr. and myself were nnder the impression that ·better public "resnlts might be obtained by commencing
operations d~ nQI)Q, and taking, onrselves, the direction of the mea•ures
which might be eml'loyed to recommend the study of occultism to
. the modern world. This belief on our part was co-existent In both
cases with a warm friendsbip based on the purest esteem for both
the perBOil8 mentioned.
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full sympathy with it, you are undoubtedly right.
But t~e men of this other world of ours, untutored
in your modes of thought, and who :find it very hard
at times to follow and appreciate the latter, can
hardly be blamed for not responding as heartily to
your suggestions as in your opinion they deserve.
The :first and most important of our objections is to
be found in our rulell. True, we have our schools
and teachers, our neop~ytes and 'shaberons' (superior
adepts) and the door is always open~ to the right
man who knocks. And we invariably welcome the
new comer; only, instead of going over to him, he
has to come to ns. :More than that, unless he has
reached that point in the path of occultism from
which return is impossible by his having irrevocably
pledged himself to our Association, we never--except in cases of utmost moment-visit him or even
cross the threshold of his door in visible appearance.
" Is !lDY of yon 80 eager for knowledge and the
beneficent powers it confers, as 1o be ready to leave
your world and come into ours1 Then let him
come, but he must not think to return until the
seal of the mysteries bas-locked his lips even against
the chances of his own weakn~ or indiscretion.
Let him come by all means as the pupil to the
master, and without conditions, or let him wait, as
80 many others have, and be satisfied with such
crumbs of knowledge as may fall in his way.
"And .supposing you wer~ thus to come, as
two of your own countrymen have already-as
Madame B. did and Mr. 0. will-supposing yon
were to abandon all for the tn1th ; to toil wearily
for years up the hard, steep road, not daunted by
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obstacles, firm under every temptation ; were to
faithfully keep within your heart the secrets entrusted to you as a trial ; had worked with all your
energies and unselfishly to spread the truth and
provoke men to correct thinking and a correct life
-would you consider it just, if, after all your
efforts, we were to grant to .Madame B., or
.Mr.. 0. as 'outsiders ' the terms you now ask for
yourselves. Of these two persons, one has already
given three-fourths of a life, the other six years of
manhood's prime to us, and both will so labour to
the close of their days; though ever working for
their merited reward, yet never demanding it, nor
murmuring when disappointed. Even though they
respectively could accomplish far less then they do,
would it not be a palpable injustice to ignore them
in an important field of Theosophical effort ~
Ingratitude is not among our vices, nor do we
imagine you would wish to advise it.
" Neither of them has the least inclination to
interfere with the management of the contemplated
Anglo-Indian Branch, nor dictate its officers. But
the new Society, if formed at all, must, though
bearing a distinctive title of its own, be, in fact, a
branch of the parent body, as is the British
Theosophical Society at London, and contribute to
its vitality and usefulness by promoting its leading
idea of a Universal Brotherhood, and in other
practicable ways.
"Badly as the phenomena may have been shown,
there have still been, as yourself admit, certain ones
that are unimpeachable. The f raps on the table
when rio one touches it,' and the ' bell sounds in
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the air,' have, you say, alwayR boon regarded as
satisfactory, &c. &c. Frt>m this, you reason that
good test phenomena 'may easily be multiplied ad
'infinitum.' So they .can-in any place where our
magnetic and other conditions are constantly
offered, and where we do not have to act with and
through an enfeebled female body, in which, as we
might say, a vital cyclone is r~ng much of the
time. But imperfect as may be our visible agent,
yet she is the best available at present, and her
phenomena have for about half a century astonished
and bafHed some of the cleverest n:inds of the age.

"
Two or three little notes which I next received
from Koot Hoomi had reference to an incident I
must now describe, the perfection of which as a test
phenomenon appears to me more complete than that
of any other I have yet described. It is worth
notice, by-thP--bye, that although the circumstances
of this incident were related in the Indian papers
at the time, the happy company of scoffers who
flooded the Press with their simple comments on the
brooch phenomenon, never cared to discuss " the
·
pillow incident."
Accmopanied by our guests, we went to have
lunch one day on the top of a neighbouring hill.
The night before, I had had reason to think that
my correspondent, Koot Hoomi, had been in what,
for the purpose of the present explanation, I may
call subjective communication with me. I do not
go into any details, because it is unnecessary to
trouble the general reader with impressions of that
sort. After discussing the subject in the morning,
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I found on the hall-table a note from Koot Hoomi,
in which he promised to give me something on the
hill which should be a token of his (astral) presence
near me the previous night.
We went to our destination, camped down on
the top of the hill, and were engaged on our lunch,
when Madame Blavatsky said Koot Hoomi was
asking where we would like to find the object he
was going to send me. Let it be understood that
up to this moment there had been no conversation
in regard to the phenomenon I was expecting. The
usual suggestion will, perhaps, be ruade that Madame
Blavatsky "led up" to the choice I actually made.
The fact of the matter was simply that in the midst
of altogether other talk Madame Blavatsky pricked
up her ears on hearing her occult voice--at once
told me what was the question asked, and did not
contribute to the selection made by one single
remark on the subject. In fact, there was no
gener.u discussion, and it was by an absolutely
spontaneous choice of my own that I said, after a
little reflection, " inside that cushion," pointing to
· one against which one of the ladies present was
leaning. I had no sooner uttered the words than
my wife cried out, "Oh no, let it be inside mine,"
or words to that effect. I said, " very well, inside
my wife's cushion;" Madame Blavatsky asked Koot
Hoomi by. her own methods if that would do, and
received an affirmative reply. My liberty of choice
as regards the place where the object should be
found was thus absolute and. unfettered by conditions. The most natural choice for me to have
• having regard
made under the circumstances, and

r
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to our previous experiences, would have been up
some particular tree, or buried in ~ particular spot
of the ground; but the inside of a sewn-up cushion,
fortuitously chosen on th~ spur of a moment, struck
me, as my eye happened to fall upon the cushion I
mentioned first, as a particularly good place; and
when I had started the idea of a cushion, my wife's
amendment to the original proposal was really an
improvement, for the particular cushion then selected
had never been for a moment out of her own possession all the morning. It was her usual jampan
cushion ; she had been leaning against it all the
way from home, and was leaning against it still, ag
her jampan had been carri\l(l right up to the top of
the hill, and she had continued to occupy it. The
cushion itself was very firmly made of worsted
work and velvet, and had been in our possession
for years. It always remained, when we were at
home, in the drawing-room, in a conspicuous corner
of a certain sofa whence, when my wife went out, it
would be taken to her jampan and again brought
in on her return.
When the cushion was agreed to, my wife was told
to put it under her rug, and she did this with her
own hands, inside her jampan. It may have been
there about a minute, when Madame Blavatsky said
we could set to work to cut it open. I did this
with a penknife, and it was a work of some time, as
the cuRhion was very securely sewn all round, and very
strongly, so that it had to be cut open almost stitch
by stitch, and no tearing was possible. When one side
of the cover was ~mpletely ripped up, we found that
the feathers of the cushion were enclosed in a separate
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inner case, also sewn round all the edges. There was
nothing to be found between the inner cruiliion and the
outer case ; so we proceeded to rip up the inner cushion;
and this done, my wife searched .among the feathers.
The first thing she found was a little threecornered note, addressed to me in. the now familiar
handwriting of my occult coR"espondent. It ran
as follows:" MY 'DEAB BROTHER, '-This brooch, No. 2, is
placed in this very strange place, simply to show
you how very easily a real phenamenon is produced,
and how still easier it is to i!uspect its genuineness.
:Make of it what you like, even to classing me with.
confederates.
"The difficulty you spoke of last night with respect
to the interchange of our letters, I will try to
remove. One of our pupils will shortly visit
Lahore and the N. W. P. ; and an address will be
sent to you which you can always use ; unless,
indeed, you really would prefer corresponding through
-pillows I . Please to remark that the present is not
dated from a ' Lodge, ' but from a Kashmere valley."
While I was reading this note, my wife discovered, by further search among the feathers, the
brooch referred to, one of her own, a very old and
very familiar brooch which she generally left on
her dressing-table when it was not in use. It
would have been impossible to invent or imagine a
proof of occult power, in the nature of mechanical
proofs, more irresistible and convincing than
this incident was for us •who had personal knowledge of the various circumstances described. The
whole· force and significance to us of the brooch
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thus returned, hinged on to my subjective
impressions of the previous night. The reason for
aelecting the brooch as a thing to give us dated
no earlier than then. On the hypothesis, therefore,
idiotic hypothesis as it would be on all grounds,
that the cushion must have been got at by Madame
Blavatsky, it must have been got at since I spoke
of my impressions that morning, shortly after
breakfast; but from the time of getting up that
morning, Madame Blavatsky had hardly been out of
our sight, and had been sitting with my wife in
the drnwing-room. She had been doing this, by-the.bye, against the grain, for she had writing which
she wanted to do in her own room, but she had
been told by her voices to go and sit in the
drawing-room with my wife that morning, and had
done so, gn1mbling at the interruption of her work,
and wholly unable to discern any motive for the
order. The moth·e was afterwards clear enough, and
had reference to the intended phenomenon. It
was desirable that we should have no arriere
in our minds as to what Madame Blavatsky
might possibly have been doing during the
morning, in the event of the incident taking such a
turn as to make that a factor in determining its
genuineness. Of course, if the selection of the pillow
could have been foreseen, it w:onld have been un. necessary to victimize our " old Lady," as we
generally called her. The presence of the famous pillow
itself, with my wife all the morning in the drawjngroom, would have been e~ugh. But perfect liberty
of choice was to be left to me in selecting a cache
for the brooch; and the pillow can have been in

pensee
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nobody'R mind, any more than in my own, beforehand.
The language of the note given above embodied
many little points which :&ad a meaning for ns.
All through, it bore indirect reference to the
conversation that had taken place at our dinnertable the previous evening. I had been talking of
the little traces here and there which the long
letters from Koot Hoomi bore, showing in spite of
their splendid mastery over the language and the
vigour of their style, a turn or two of expression
that an Eng!:")hnian would not have made nse of ;
for example, in the form of address, which in the
two letters already quoted had been tinged with
Orientalism. " But what should he have written ¥' 7
somebody asked, and I had said, " under similar
circumstances an Englishman would probably have
written simply: "My dear Brother." Then the
allusion to the Kashmir Valley as the place from
which the letter was written, instead of from a
Lodge, was an allusion to the same con.versation ;
and the underlining of the " k " was another, as
Madame Blavatsky had been saying that Koot
Hoomi's spelling of '' Skepticism" with a " k " was
not an Amelicanism in his case, but due to a
philological whim of his.
The incide:dts of the day were not quite over~
even when the brooch was found ; for that evening, after we had.gone home, there fell from my
napkin, after I had unfolded it at dinner, a little
note, too private and personal to be reprinted folly,
bot part of which I am impelled to quote, for the
sake of the allusion it contains, to occult modUB
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optn"andi. I must explain that, before starting for
the hill, I had penned a few lines of thanks for the
promise contained in the note then received as descnbed. This note I gave to Madame Blavatsky, to
despatch by occnlt methods if she had an opportunity. And she carried it in her hand as she and
my wife went on in advance, in jampans, along the
Simla Mall, not finding an opportunity until about
half-way to our destination. Then she got rid of
the note, occultism only knows how. This circumstance had been spoken of at the picnic ; and as I
was opening the note found in the pillow, someone
suggested that it would, perhaps, be found to contain an answer to my note just sent. It did not
contain any allusion to this, as the reader will be
already aware.
The note I received at dinner-time said :-"A
few words more. Why should you have felt disappointed at not receiving a direct reply to your
last note. It was received in my room about half a
minute after the c~rrcnts for the production of.the
pillow dak, had been set ready, and in full play..
And there was no necessity for an answer. . . . "
It seemed to bring one in imagination one step
nearer. a realization of the state of the facts to hear
" the currents" employed to accomplish what would
have been a miracle for all the sci~nce of Europe,
spoken of thus familiarly.
A miracle for all the scienca of Europe, and as
hard a fact for us, nevertheless, as the room in which
we sat. We knew that the phenomenon we had
seen was a wonderful reality ; that the thoughtpower of a man in Kashmir had picked up a
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material object from a table in Simla, and, disin·
'tegrating it by some process of which Western
science does not yet dream, had passed it through
other matter, and had there restored it to its original
solidarity, the dispersed particles resuming their
precise places as before, and reconstituting the
object down to every line or scratch upon its surface. (By-the-by, it bore some scratches when it
emerged from t~e pillow which it never bote before
-the initials of our friend.) And we }new that
written notes on tangible paper had been flashing
backwards _and forwards that day between our
friend and ourselves, though hundreds of miles of
Himalayan mountains intervened between us, ~nd
had been flashing backwards and forwards with the
speed of electricity. And ;yet we knew that an impenetrable wall, built np of ita own prejudice and
obstinacy, of its learned ignorance and polished
dulness, was established round the minds of scientific men in the West, as a body, across which we
should never be able to carry.our facts and our experience. And it is with a greater sense of oppression than people who have never been in a similar
position will realize, that I now tell the story I have
fo. tell, and know all the while that the solemn accuracy of its minutest detail, the utter truthfulness
of every syllable in this record, is little better than
incense to my own conscience-that the scientifiC!
minds of theW est with which of all cultiv .ted minds
my own has hitherto been most in sympathy, will be
closed to my testimony most hopelessly. " Though one
should rise from the dead," &c. It is the old story.
It is the old story, at all ev~nts as regards th~
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crashing results on opinion which such evidence 81!
that I have been giving, ought to have. The smile
of incredulity which · thinks . itself so wise and
is so foolish, the suspicions which flatter themselves they are so cunning, and are really the
fruit of so much dulness, will gleam over these
pages, and wither all their meaning-for the readers
who smile. But I snppoee that Koot Hoomi is not
only right in declaring the world unripe as yet for
too staggering a proof of occult power, but also in
taking a friendly interest, as it will be seen presently
that he does, in the little book I am writing, as one
of the influences which bit -by bit may sap the
foundations of dogmatism and stupidity, on which
science, which thinks itself so liberal, has latterly
become so firmly rooted.
The next letter-the third long one-that I received from Koot Hoomi, reached me shortly after
my return for the cold weather to Allahabad. But I
received one communication from him-a telegram
-before its arrival, Qn the day of my own return to
Allahabad. This telegram, of no great importance
as regards its contents, which were little more than
an expression of thanks for some lettePB I had
written in the papers, was, nevertheless, of gnmt
interest indirectly, affording me, as it ultimately did,
evidence of a kind which could appeal to other
minds besides my own, that Koot Hoomi's letters
were not, as some ingenious persons may have been
inclined to imagine-in spite of varions mechanical
difficulties in the way of the theory-the work of
Madame Blavatsky. For me, knowing her as intimately as I did, ·the inhereq~ ~vidence of the
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style was enough to make the suggestion that she
might have written them, a meie absurdity; And,
if ft is urged that the authoress of "Isis Unveiled''
has certainly a command of language which renders
it difficult to say what she could not write, the
answer is simple. In the production of this book
she was so largely helped b.Y the Brothers, that
great portions of it are not rea1ly her work at all.
She never makes any disguise of this fact, though it
is one of a kind which it is useless for her to proclaim to the world at large, as it would be perfectly
unintelligible, except to persons who knew something
of the external facts, at all events, of occultism. Koot.
Hoomi's letters, as I say, are perfectly unlike her own
style. But, in reference to some of them, receiving
them as I did while she was in the house with
mM, it was not mechanically possible that she
might have been the writer. Now, the telegram I
received at Allahabad, which was wired to me from
Jhelnm, was in reply specially to a letter I addressed
to Koot Hoomi just before leaving Simla, and enclosed
to Madame Blavatsky, who had started some days
previously, and was then at Amritsur. She received
the letter, with its enclosure, at Amritsnr on the·
27th of October, as I came to know, not merely
from knowing when I sent it, but positively by
means of the envelope which she returned to me at
Allahabad by direction of Koot Hooini, _not in the
least knowing why he wished it sent to me. I did
not at first see what on earth was the use of the old
envelope to me, but I put it away and afterwards
obtained the clue to the idea in Koot Hoomi's mind
when. ):[adame Blavatsky wrote me word that h~

-

(

Ill

THE OCCULT WOR.f.D.

wanted me to obtain the original of the Jhelum
telegram. Through the agency of a friend connected
with the administration of the telegraph departmE!nt,
I was enabled eventually to obtain a sight of the
original of the telegram-a message of about twenty
words; and then I saw the meaning of the ciJvelope.
The message was in }\.oot Hoomi's own handwriting,
and it was an answer from Jhelum to a letter
which the delivery post-mark on the envelope showed
to have been delivered at Amritsur on the same day
the message was sent. Madame Blavatsky assuredly
was herself at Amritsur on that date, seeing large
numbel"8 of people there in connection with the work •
of the Theosophical Society, and the handwriting of
Koot Hoomi's letters, nevertheless, appears on a telegram undeniably handed in at the Jhelum office on
that date. So, although some of Koot Hoolii's
lettel"8 passed through her hands to me, she is proved
not to be their writer, as she is certainly not the
producer of their handwriting.
Koot Hoomi was probably himself actually at or
near Jhelum at the time, as he came down into the
midst of the world ·for a few days, under peculiar
circumstances, to see Madame Blavatsky: the letter
I received at Allahabad shortly ·after my return
explained this.
Our dear "old Lady" had been deeply hurt by
the behaviour of some incredulgus persons at Simla
whom she had met at· our house and elsewhere, who,
being unable to assimilate the experience they had
had of her phenomena, got ·by degrees into that
hostile frame of mind which is one of the phases of
~eeling I am now used to seeing developecl. · Per-
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fectly unable to show how ·the phenomena can be
the result of fraud, but thinking that, because they
do not understand them, they must be fraudulent,
people of a certain temperament become possessed
with the spirit which animated persecution by religious authorities in the infancy of physical science.
And, by a piece of bad luck, a gentleman who was
thus affected was annoyed at a trifling indiscretion ·on
the part of Colonel Olcott, who, in a letter to one
of the Bombay papers, quoted some expressions he
bad made use of in praise of the Theosophical
Society and its good influence on the natives.
All the irritation thus set up, worked on Madame
Blavatsky's excitable temperament to an extent
which only those who know her will be able to
imagine. The allusions in Koot Hoomi's letter will
now be understood. After some reference to important business with which he had been concerned
since writing to me last, Koot Hoomi went on :"Yon see, then, that we have weightier matters
than small societies to think .about ; yet the Theosophical Society must not be neglected. The affair
has taken an impulse which, if not well guided,
might beget very evil issues. Recall to mind the
avalanches ~f your admired Alps, and remember
that at first their mass is small,· and their momentun
little. A trite comparison, yon may say, but I cannot think of a better illustration when viewing the
gradnal aggregation of tnfling events growing into
a me:n&cing destiny for the "Theosophical Society.
It came quite forcibly upon me the other day as I
was coming down the defiles of Konenlnn-Karakorum you call them-and saw an avalanche tumble.

\
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I had gone pel'BOnally to our chief . . . . and was
crossing over to Lhadak on my way home. What
other speculations might have followed I cannot
say. But just as I was taking advantage of the
awful stillness which usually follows such cataclysms,
to get a clearer view of the present situation, and
the disposition of the ' mystics' at Simla, I was
rudely recalled to my senses. A familiar voice, as
shrill as the one attributed to SaraswaWs peacock-which, if we may credit tradition, frightened
oft the King of the N agas-shonted along the
currents-" . . ~ . Koot Hoomi, come quicker and
help me I" and, in her excitement, forgot ~he was
speaking English. I most say that the ' old
Lady's' telegrams do strike one like stones from a
catapult.
" What could I do but come. Argument through
space with one who was in cold despair and in a
state of moral chaos, was useless. So I determined
to emerge from a seclusion of many years, and spend
some time with her to comfort her as well as I
could. But our friend is not one to cause her mind
to reflect the philosopical resignation of Marcus
Aurelius. The Fates never wrote that she could
say :-' It is a royal thing when one il1 doing good
to hear evil spoken of himself.' I ha4 come for a
few days, bot now find that I myself cannot endure
for any length of time the stilling magnetism even
of my own countrymen. • I have seen some of our
proud old Sikhs drunk and staggering OATer the
marble pavement of their sacred temple. I l~ave
heard an English-8peaking Vakil declaim against
Y og Vidya and Theosophy as a delusion and a lie,

.
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declaring that English science had emancipated
them from such degrading superstitio&, and saying
that it was an insult to India to maintain that the
dirty Y ogees and Sunuyasis knew anything about
the mysteries of Nature, or that any living man can,
o'ever could, perform any phenomena. I turn my
face homeward to-morrow.
" . . . . I have telegraphed yon my thanks for
yonr obliging compliance with my wish~ in the
matter you allude to in your letter of the 24th.
. . . . Received at Amritsur, on the 27th, at 2 P. :r.r.
I got your letter about thirty miles beyond Rawnl
Pinder, five minutes later, and had an acknowledgment wired ~ yon from Jhelum at 4 P. :M. on the
same afternoon. Our modes of accelerated delivery
and quick communications* are not, then, as you
will see, to be despised by the Western world, or
• :Many old Indians, and !!Orne. boob about the Indian :Mutiny, take
note of tho perfectly incomprehensible way newa of events transpinng
at a distance would I!Ometimea be found to have penetrated the nutlve
bazaars before it had reached the Europeans at puch places by the
qolckePt means of commnmcation at their d111poaal. The explanation
I have been informed, Ia that the Brothers, who were anxiona to
save the British power at that time, regarding it as a better government for India than any sy•tem of native role that could take Its
place, were quick to distribute information by tlteir own methode
when this could operate to quiet popular excitement and discourage
new rioings. Tb" sentiment that animated them then, animates
them still, and the inftoence of the Tbeoaophlcul Society In India Ia
one which the Government would do wisely to countenance and
oupport. The suspicions directed against Its founders in· the llrst
inotance, misdirected u they were, were e:t::enoable enough, but now
that the character of the whole movem,nt ill better understood, It
would be well for the ollleers of the BPitlsh Government In Iildla
who have any opportunity of the kind, to do whatever they can
towards ohowing their sympathy with the promote,.. of the Society,
who mn•t. nece..arily, have an uphill talk to perform without such
maolf~tatlons of sympathy.
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even the Ayran English-speaking and skeptical
•
vakils.
"I could not ask a more judicial frame of mind
in an ally than th~t in which yon are beginning
to find yourself. My brother, you "have already
changed yonr attitude-toward ns in a distinct Qpgree. What is to prevent a perfect mutual understanding one day¥ . . . . It is not possible that
there altould he much more at best than a benevolent neutrality shown by your people towards ours.
There is so very minute a point of contact between
the two civilizations they respectively represent, that
one might almost say they could not touch at all
Nor would they, but for the few-shall I say eccentrics ¥-who, like you, dream better and bolder
dreams than the rest, and, provoking thought, bring
the two together by their own admirable audacity."
The letter before me at present is occnpted so
much with matters personal· to myself, that I can
only make quotations here and there ; but these
are specially interesting, as investing with an air
of reality subjects which are generally treated in
vague and pompous language. Koot Hoomi was
anxious to guard me from idealizing the Brothers
too much on the strength ·of my admiration for their
marvellous powers.
" Are you certain," he writes, " that the pleasant
impression you now may have from our correspondence would not instantly be destroyed upon seeing
me. And which of our holy sluiberon8 has had the
benefit of even the little university education and
inkling of European manners that has fallen to my
share. An instance : I desired Madame Blavatsky to
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select, among the two or three Aryian Punjabees
who study Y og Vidya and are natural mystics, one
whom, without disclosing myself to him too much,
I oould designate as an agent between yourself and
us, and whom I was anxious to despatch to you
with a Jetter of introduction, and have him to speak
to you of Yoga and its practical effects. This young
gentleman, who is as pure as purity itself, whose aspirations and thoughts are of the most spiritual, ennobling kind, and who, merely through self-exertion,
is able to penetrate into the regions of the formless
world-this young man is not fit for a drawingroom. Having explained to him that the greatest
good might result for his country if he helped you
to organize a branch of English mystics, by proving
to them practiC:J.lly to what wonderful results led
the study of Y og, Madame Blavatsky asked him, in
guarded and very delicate tenns, to change his
dress and turban before starting for Allahabad ;
for-though she did not give him this reason-they
were very dirty and slovenly. You are to tell Mr..
Sinnett, she said, that you bring him aletter from
the Brother, with whom he corresponds ; ·but if he
asks Jf>U anything either of him or the other
Brothers, answer him simply and truthfully that
you are not allowed to expatiate upon the subject.
Speak of Y og, and prove to him what powers you
have attained. This young man who had consented,
wrote later ou the following curious letter : ' Madame,' he said, 'you who preach the highest
standard of morality, of truthfulness, &c., you would
have me play the part of an impostor.
Yon ask
me to change my clothes at the risk of giving a
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false idea of my personality and mystifying the
gentleman yon send me to. . . . . .' Here is an
illustration of the difficulties nnder which \te have
to labour. Powerless to send yon a neophyte
before yon have pledged yourself to us, we have to
either keep back or despatch to you one who, at
best, wonld shock, if not inspire, you at once with
• disgust."
The present letter yields only little more that it
seems desirable to qnote. In a guarded way, Koot
Hoomi said that as often as it was practicable to
communicate with me, " whether by . . . . . letters
(in or ont of pillows) or personal visits in astral
fonn, it will be done. Bnt remember," he added,
."that Simla is 7,000 feet higher than Allahabad,
and the difficulties to be surmounted at the latter
are tremendous." To the ordinary mind, feats of
" magic" are hardly distinguishable by degrees of
difficulty, and the little hint contained in the last
sentence may thus help to show that, magical as
the phenomena of the Brothers appear (as soon as
the dull-witted hypothesis of fraud is abandoned),
they are magic of a kind which is amenable to its own
laws. Most of the bodies in Nature were elttnents,
in the infancy of chemistry; but in tum the number is reduced by deeper and deeper researches into
the law of combinations--and so with magtc. To
ride the clouds in a bas~et, or send messages under
the sea, would have been magic in one age of the
world, but beeomes the commonplac~ of the next.
The Simla phenomena are magic tor the majority of
this generation, bnt psychological telegraphy itself
may become, if not the property of mankind a few
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generations hence, a fact of science as undeniable as
the differential calculus, and known to be attainable
by its own appropriate students. That it is easier
to accomplish it and cognate achievements, in certain strata of the atmosphere rather than in others,
is already a prc1ctical suggestion which tends to drag
it down from the realms of magic ; or, as the same
idea might be differently expressed, to lift it towards
the region of exact science.
I am here enabled to insert the greater part of a
letter addressed by Koot Hoomi to the friend
referred to in a former passage, as having opened
up a correspondence with him in reference to the
idea which he contemplated under certain conditions, of devoting himself entirely to the pursuit of
occultism. This letter throws a great deal of light
upon some of the metaphysical conceptions of the
occultists, and their metaphysics, be it remembered,
are a great deal more- than abstract speculation.

"DEAR Sm-A vailing of the first moments of
leisure to formally answer your letter of the 17th
ultimo, I will now report the result of my conference yith our chiefs upon the proposition therein
contained, trying at the same time to answer all
your questions.
"I am first to thank you on behalf of the whole
section of our fraternity that is especially interested
in the welfare of India for an offer of help whose importance and sineerity no one can doubt. Tracing our
•
lineage through the vicissitudes of Indian civilization
from a remote past, we have a love f~r our motherland no deep and passionate that it has survived
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even the broadening and cosmopolitanizing (pardon
me if that is not an English word) effect of our
· studies in the laws of N atore. And so I, and
every other Indian patriot, feel the strongest gratitude for eyery kind word or deed that is given in
her bt:half.
" Imagine, then, that since we are all convinced
that the degradation of India is largely due to the
suffocation of her ancient spirituality, and that
whatever helps to ~tore that higher standard of
thought and morals, must be regenerdting in national
force, every one of us would naturally and without
urging, be disposed to push forward a society whose
proposed formation is under debate, especially if it
really is meant to become a society untainted by
selfish motive, and whose object is the revival of
ancient science, and tendency, to rehabilitate our
country in the world's estimation. Take this for
granted without further asseverations. But you
know, as any mau who has read history, that
patriots may burst their hearts in vain if circumstances are against them. Sometimes it has happened that no human power, not even the fury and
force of the loftiest patriotism, has been able to
bend an iron destiny. aside from its fixed course,
and nations have gone out like torches drt>pped
into the water in the engulfing blackness of ruin.
Thus, we who haye the sense of our country's fall,
though not t.he power to lift her up at once, cannot
do as we would either as to general. affaip or this
particular one. And with the readiness, but not
the right to rneet your advances more than half
way, we are forced to say that the idea entertained
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by Mr. Sinnett and yourself is impracticable in
part. It is, in a word, impossible for myself or
any Brother, or even an advanced neophyte, to be
specially assigned and set apart as the guiding
spirit or chief of the Anglo-Indian branch. We
know it would be a good thing to have you and 1
few of your colleagues regularly instructed and
shown the phenomena and their rationale. For
though none but yon few would be convinced, still it
would be a decided gain to have even a few Englishmen, of first-class .ability, enlisted as students of
Asiatic Psychology. We are aware of all this, and
much more; hence we do not refuse to correspond
with, and otherwise help you in various ways. Bot
what we do refuse is, to take any other responsibility
upon ourselves than this periodical correspondence
and assistance with our advice, and, as occasion
favours, such tangible, pOBEiibly visible, proofs, as would
satisfy you of our presence and interest. To "guide"
you we will not con1:1ent. However much we may
be able to do, yet we can promise only to give you
the full measure of your deserts. Deserve much,
and we will prove honest debtors ; little, and yon
need only expect a compensating return. This is
not a mere text taken from a schoolboy's copybook,
though it sounds so, but only the clumsy statement of
the law of our order, and we cannot transcend it.
Utterly unacquainted with Western, especially English, modes of thought and action, were we to
meddle in an organization of such a kind, you
would find all your fixed habits.and traditLons incessantly cla.o;hing, if not with the new aspirations
themselves, at least with their modes of realization
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as suggested by us. Yon could not get unanimous
cousellt to go even the length you might yourself.
I have asked Mr. Sinnett to draft a piau embodying
your joint ideas for submission to our chiefs, this
seeming the shortest way to a mutual agreement.
Under our 'guidance' your branch could not live,
you not being men to be guided at all in that sense.
Hence the society would be a premature birth and
a failure, looking as incongruous as a Paris Danmont drawn by a team of Indian yaks or camels.
Yon ask us to teach you true• science-the occult
aspect of the known side of Nature ; and this yon
think can be as easily doue as asked. Yon do not
seem to realize the tremendous difficulties in the
way of imparting even the rudiments of our science
to those who have been trained in the familiar methods of yours. Yon do not see that the more you
have of the one the less capable you are of instinctively comprehending the other, for a man can only
think in his worn grooves, and unless be has the
courage to fill up these, and make new ones for
himself, he must perforce travel on the old lines.
Allow me a few instances. In conformity with
exact science you '\'tonld define bnt one cosmic
energy, and see no difference between the energy
expended by the traveller who pushes aside the
bush that obstructs his path, and the scientific e~
perimenter who expends an equal amount of energy
in setting a pendulum in motion. We do; for we
know there is a world of difference between the two.
The ove uselessly. dissipates and scatters force, the
other concentrates and stores it. And here please
understand that 1 do not refer to the relative utility
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of the two, as one might imagine, bnt only to the
fact that in the one case there is bnt brute force
flung out without any transmutation of that brute
energy into the higher potential form of spiritual
dynamics, and in the other there is just that.
Please do not consider me vaguely metaphysical.
The idea I wish to convey is that the result of the
highest intellection in the scientifical1y occupied
brain is the evolution of a sublimated form of spiritual energy, which, in the cosmic action, is productive of illimitable results; while the automatically
acting brain holds, or stores np in itself, only a certain quantum of brute force that is unfruitful of
benefit for the individual or humanity. The human
brain is an exhaustless generator of the most refined
quality of cosmic force out of the low, brute energy
of Nature; and the complete adept has made himself a centre from which irradiate potentialities
that beget correlations upon correlations through
..Eons of time to come. This is th&. key to the
mystery of his being able to project into and materialize in the vis_ible world the forms that his
imaginati,pn has constructed out of inert cosmic
matter in the invisible world. The adept does not
create anything new, but only utilizes and manipulates materials which Nature has in store around
him, and material which, throughout eternities,
has passed through all the forms. He has but
to choose the one he wants, and recall it into
objective existence. Would not this sound to
one of your ' learned' biologists like a madman's
dream 1
." You say there are few branches of science with
6*
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which you do not possess more or less acquaintance,
and that you believe you are doing a certain
amount of good, having acquired the position to do
this by long years of stndy. Doubtless yon- do;
but will yon permit me to sketch for you still more
clearly the difference between the modeR of phyi!!ical
(called exact often out of mere compliment) and
metaphysical sciences. The latter, as you know,
being incapable of verification before mixed
audiences, is classed by Mr. Tyndall with the
fictions of poetry. The realistic science of fact on
the other hand is utterly prosaic. Now, for us,
poor unknown philanthropists, no fact of either of
these sciences is interesting except in the degree of
its potentiality of moral results, and in the ratio of
its usefulness to mankind. And what, in its proud
isolation, can be more utterly indifferent to everyone and everything, or more bound to nothing
but the selfish requisites for its advancement, then
this materialistic science of fact ¥ May I ask then,
. . . . what have the laws of Faraday, Tyndall, or
others to do with philanthropy in th~ir abstract relations with humanity, viewed as an intelligent whole¥
What care they for XQ//1, as an isola~ atom of
this great and harmonious whole, even though they
may bo sometimes of practical use to him ¥ Cosmic
energy is something eternal and iucessa.nt ; matter
is indestructible: and there stand the seienti:fic facts.
Doubt them, and yon are an ignoramus; deny
them, a dang:lrons lunatic, a bigot; pretend to improve upon the theories-an impertinent charlatan.
And yet even these scientific facts never suggested
any proof to the world of experimenters that
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Nature consciously prefers that matter should be
indestructible under organic rather than inorganic
forms, and that she works slowly •but incessantly
towa:J'Os the realization of this object-th::: evolution of conscious life out of inert material.
Hence, their ignorance about the scattering and
concretion of cosmic energy in its metaphysical
aspects, their division about Darwin's theories, their
uncertainty about the degree of conscious life in
separate elements, and, as a necessity; the scornful
rejection of every phenomenon outside their own
stated conditions, and the very idea of worlds of
semi-intelligent if not intellectual forces at work in
hidden corners of Nature. To give you another
practical illustration-we see a vast difference
between the two qualities of two equal amounts of
energy expended by two men, of whom one, let us
suppose, is on his way to his daily quiet work, and
another on his way to denounce a fellow-creature
at the police-station, while the men of science see
none ; and we--not they--see a specific difference
between the energy in the motion of the wind and
that of a rdvolviug wheel. And why W Because
every th01ight ·of man upon being evolved passes
into the inner world, and becomes an active entity
by associating itself, coalescing WQ might term it,
with an elemental-that is to say, with one of the
semi-intelligent forces of the kingdoms. It survives as an active intelligence--a creature of the
mind's begetting-for a longer or shorter period
proportionate with the original intensity of the
cerebral action which generated it.
Thus, a good
thought is perpetuated as an acti?e, beneficent

.,.
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power, an evil one as a maleficent demon. And so
man is continually peoplin~ his current in space
with a world ot his own, crowded with the offsprings
of his fancies, desires, impulses, and passiot!s ; _a
current which re-acts upon any sensitive or nervous
organization which comes in contact with it, in
proportion to its dynamic intensity. The Buddhist
calls this his 'Shandba'; the B..indu gives it the
name of 'Karma.'
The adept evolves these
shapes consciously; other men throw them off
unconsciously. The adept, to be successful and
preserve his power, must dwell in solitude, and
more or less within his own soul. Still less does
exact science perceive that while the building ant,
the busy bee, the nidifacient bird, accumulates each
in its own humble way as much cosmic energy
in its potential form as a Haydn, a Plato, or a
ploughman turning his furrow, in theirs; the
hunter who kills game for his pleasure or profit, or
the positivist who applies· his intellect to proving
that + X + = -, are wasting and scattering
energy no less than the tiger which springs upon
its prey. They all rob Nature instead of enriching
her, and will all, in the degree of their intelligence,
• find themselves accountable.
"Exact experimental science has nothing to do
with morality, virtue, philanthropy-therefore, can
make no claim upon our help nntil it blends itself
witl.1 metaphysiC&. Being but a cold classification
of facts outside man, and existing before and after
him, her domain of usefulness ceases for us at the
outer boundary of these facts ; _ and whatever the
inferences and results_ for humanity from the
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materials acquired by her method,· she little cares.
Therefore, as our sphere lies entirely outside hersas far as the path of Uranm is outside the Earth's
-we distinctly refuse to be broken on any wheel of
her construction. Heat is but a mode of .motion
to her, and motion developes heat, but why the
mechanical motion of the revolving wheel should
be metaphysically of a higher valbe than the heat
into which it is gradually transformed she has yet
to discover. The philosophical and transcendental
(hence absurd) notion of the medireval Theosophists
tl1at the final progress of human labour, aided by the
incessant discoveries ·of man, must one day culminate in a process which, .in imitation of the Sun's
energy-in its capacity as a direct motor-shall
result in the evolution of nutritious food out of
inorganic matter, is unthinkable for men of science;
Were the sun, the great nourishing father of our
planetary system, to hatch granite chickens out of
a boulder 'under test conditions' to-morrow, they
(the men of science) would accept it as a scientific
fact without wasting a regret that the fowls were
not alive so as to feed the hungry and the starving.
But let a Bhaberon cross the Himalayas in a time
of famine and multiply sacks of rice for the perishing multitudes--as he could-and your magistrates
and collectors would probally lodge him in jail to
make him confess what granary he had robbed.
rhis is exact science and your realistic world. And
though, as you say, you are impressed by the vast
extent of the world's ignorance on every subject,
which you pertinently de!!ignate as a 'few palpable
facts collected and roughly generalized, and a
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technical jargon invented to hide man's ignorance
of all that liee behind these facts,' and though you
speak of yonr faith in the infinite pos!libilities of
Nature, yet yon are content to spend your life in a
work which aids only that same exact science. . . •
" Of your several qneetions we will first discuss, if
you please, the one relating to the presumed failure
of the ' Fraternity' to 'leave any mark upon the
hit!tory of the world.' They ought, you think, to
have been able, with their extraordinary advantages,
to have 'gathered into their schools a considerable
portion of the more enlightened minds of every
race.' How do you know they have made no such
mark I Are you acquainted with their efforts, su~
cesses, and failures l Have you any dock upon
which to arraign them I How could your world
collect proofs of the doings of men who have sedulously kept closed every possible door of approach
by which the inquisitive could spy upon them I
The prime condition of their success was that they
should never be supervised or obstructed. What they
have done they know ; all that those . outside their
circle could perceive was results, the causes of which
were masked from view. To account for these
results, men have, in different ages, invented theories
of the interposition of gods, special providences, ·
fates, the benign or hostile influence of the stars.
There never was a time within or before the socalled historical period when our predecessors were
not moulding evenp and 'making history,' the
facts of which were subsequently and invariably
distorted by historians to suit contemporary prejudices. Are you quite sure that the visible heroic
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figures in the suecessi ve dramas were not often
but their poppets 'I We never pretended to be
able to draw nations in the mass to this or that
crisis in spite of the general drift of the world's
cosmic relations. The cycles must ron their rounds.
Periods of mental and moral light and darkness
succeed each other as day: does night. The major
and minor yugas must he accomplished according
to the established order of things. And we, borne
along on the mighty tide, can only modify and
direct some of its minor cmTents. If we had the
powers of the imaginary Personal God, and the universal and immutable laws were but toys to play with,
then~ indeed, might we have created conditions that
would have turned this earth into au arcadia for
lofty souls. Bot having to dool with an immutable
law, being ourselves its creatures, we have had to
· do what we could, and rest thankful There have
been times when 'a considerable portion of enlightened minds' were taught in our schools.
Such times there were in India, Persia, Egypt,
Greece, and Rome. But, as· I remarked in a letter
to Mr. Sinnett., the adept is the efflorescence of his
age, and comparatively few ever appear in a single
century. Earth is the battle-ground of moral no
less than of physical forces, and the boisterousness
of animal passion, nttder the stimulus of the rode
energies of the lower group of etheric agents, always
tends to quench spirituality. What else could one
expect of men so nearly ~lated to the lower kingdom from which they evolved 'I True also, our
numbers are just now diminishing, but this is
because, as I have said, we are of the human race,
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subject to its cyclic impulse, and powerless to tnm
that back upon itt!elf. Can you turn the Gunga
or the Bramaputra back to its sources; can yon
even dam it so that ita piled-up waters will not
ovedlow the banks t No ; but you may draw the
stream partly into canals, and utilize its hydraulic
power for the good of m&J}.kind. So we,
w~o cannot stop the world from going in its
destined direction, are yet able to divert some part
of its energy into useful channels. Think of us as
demi-gods, and my explanation will not satisfy you ;
view us as simple men-perhaps a little wiser as the
result of special study-and it ought to answer your
objection.
"'What good,' you say, 'is to be attained for
my fellows and myself (the two are inseparable) by
-these occult sciences 1' When the natives see that
an interest is taken by the English, and evAn by
some high officials in India, in their ancestral science
and philosophies, they will themselves take openly
to their study. And when they come to realize
that the old 'divine ' phenomena were not miracles,
but scientific effects, superstition Will abate. Thus,
the greatest evil that now oppresses and retards the
revival of Indian civilization will in time disappear.
The p1·e8(mt tendency of education is to make them
materialistic and root out spirituality. With a
proper understanding of what their ancestors meant
by their writings and teachings, education would
become a blessing, whereas now it is often a curse.
At present the non-educated, as much as the learned
nati vee, regard th(l English as too prejudiced, becanse
of their Christian religion and model"'l science, to
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care to understand them or their traditions. They
mutually hate and mistrust each other.
This
changed attitude towards the older philosophy, would
influence the native princes and wealthy men to
endow normal schools for the education of pundits;
and old MSS., hitherto buried out of the reach of
the Europeans, would again come to light, and with
them the key to much of that which was hidden for
ages from the popular understanding, for which your
. skeptical Sanscritists do not care, which your religious missionaries do not dare, . to understand.
Science would gain much, humanity everything.
Under the stimulus of the Anglo-Indian Theosophical Society, we might in time see another golden
age of Sanscrit literature. . . . .
"If we look at Ceylon we shall see the most
~holarly priests combining, under the lead of the
Theosophical Society, in a new exegesis of Buddhistic
philosophy; and at Galle, on the 15th of September,
a secular Theosophical School for the teaching of
Singhalese youth, opened with an attendance of
over three hundred scholars ; an example about to
be imitated at three other points in that island.
If the Theosophical Socie_ty, 'as at present constituted,' has indeed no ' real vitality,' and yet in
its modest way has done so much practical good,
how much greater results might not be anticipated
from a body organized upon the better plan you
could suggest ¥
" The same causes that are materializing the Hindu
mind are equally affecting all Western thought.
Education enthrones skepticism, but imprisons
spirituality. Yon can do immense good by helping

-
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to give the Western nations a secure basis upon
which to reconstruct their crumbling faith. And
what they need is the evidence that Asiatic psych~
logy alone supplies. Give this, and you will confer
happiness of mind on thousands. The era of blind
faith is gone ; that of inquiry is here. Inquiry
that only unmasks error, without discovering anything upon which the soul can build, will but make
iconoclasts. Iconoclasm, from its very destructiveness, can give nothing ; it can only raze. But man
cannot rest satisfied with bare negation. Agnosticism is but a temporary halt. This is the moment
to guide the recurrent impulse which must soon
come, and which will push the age towards extreme
atheism, or drag it back to extreme sacerdotalism,
if it is not led to the primitive soul-satisfying philosophy of the Aryans. He who observes what is
going on to-day, on the one hand among the
Catholics, who are breeding miracles as fast as the
white ants do their young, on the other among the
free-thinkers, who are converting, by masses, into
Agnostics--will see the drift of things. The age is
revelling at a debauch of phenomena. The same
marvels that the spiritualistS quote in opposition to
the dogmas of eternal perdition and atonement, the
Catholics swarm to witness as proof of their faith in
miracles. The skeptics make game of both. .All
are blind and there is no one to lead them. You
and your colleagues may help to furnish the materials
for a needed universal religious philosophy; one
impregnable to scientific assault, because itself the
finality of absolute science, and a religion that is
indeed worthy of the name since it includes the
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relations of man physical to man psychical, and of
the two to all that is above and below them. Is
not this worth a slight sacrifice~ And if, after
reflection, you should decide to enter this new
career, let it be known that your society is no
miracle-mongering or banqueting club, nor specially
given to the study of phenomenalism. Its chief
aim is to extirpate current superstitions and skepticism, and from long-sealed ancient fountains to
draw the proof .that man may shape his own future
destiny, and know for a certainty that he can live
hereafter, if he only wills, ari.d that all 'phenomena'
are but manifestations ·of natural law, to try. to
comprehend whi<ili: is tile duty of every intelligent
being."
·
I have hitherto said nothing of the circumstances
under which these various letters reached my hands ;
nor, in comparison with the intrinsic interest of the
ideas they embody, can the phenomenal conditions
under which some of them were delivered, be regarded as otherwise than of secondary interest for
readers who appreciate their philosophy. But every
bit of evidence which helPs to exhibit the nature of
the powers which the adepts exercise, is worth attention, while the rationale of such powers is still hidden from the world. The fact of their existence
can only be established by the accumulation of such
evidence, as long as we are unable to prove their
possibility by
priori analysis of the latent capaci
ties in man.
My friend to whom the last letter was addressed
wrote a long reply, and subsequently an additional
1etter for Koot Hoomi, which he forwarded to me,

a
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uking me to read and then seal it up and send or
give it to Madame Blavatzky for transmission, she
being expected at about that time at my house at
Allahabad on her way down country from Amritsnr
and Lahore, where, as I have already indicated, she
had stayed for some little time after onr honsehold
broke np for the season at Simla. I did as desired,
and gave the letter to Madame Blavatsky, after
gumming and sealing the stout envelope in which
it was forwarded. · That evening, a few hours afterwards, on retnrnihg home to dinner, I found that
the letter had gone, and had come back again.
Madame Blavatsky told me that she had ~n talking to a visitor in her own room, and had been
fingering a blue pencil on her writing-table without
noticing what she was doing, when she suddenly
noticed that the paper on which she was scribbling
was my letter that the addressee had duly taken
possession of, by his own methods, an hour or two
before. She found that she had, while taking about
something else, unconsciously written on the envelope the words which it_ then bore, " Read and returned with thanks, and a few commentaries. Please
open." I examined the envelope carefully, and it
was absolutely intact, its very complete fastenings
having remained JUSt as I arranged them. Slitting
it open, I found the letter -which it had oontained
when I sent it, and another from Koot Hoomi to
me, criticizing the former with the help of a succession of pencil figures that referred to particular
paBBageB i:t the original letter-another illustration
of the passage of matter through matter, which, for
thousands of people who have pad personal experi·
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ence of it in Spiritualism, is as certain a fact of
nature as the ·rising of the sun, and which I have
now not only encountered at spiritual aea'lWelJ, but,
as this record will have shown, on many occasions
when there is no motive for sus~ting any other
agency than that of living beings ~ith faculties of
which we may all possess tl1e undeveloped germs,
though it is only in their case that knowledge has
_ brought these to phenomenal fruition.
Sceptical critics, putting aside the collateral
bearing of alf the previous phenomena I have described, and dealing with this letter incident by
itself alone, will perhaps say-Of course :Madame
Blavatsky had ample time to open the envelope by
such means as the mediums who profess to get
answers to sealed letters from the spirit world
are in the habit of employing. But, firstly, the
Jhelum telegram proof, and the inherent evidence of
the whole correspondence show that, the letters
which come to me in that which I recognize as
Koot Hoomi's handwriting, are not the work of
.Madame Blavatsky, at all events; secondly, let the
incident I have just described be compared with
another illustration of an exactly similar incident
which occurred shortly afterwards under different
circumstances Koot Hoomi had sent me a letter
addressed to my friend to read and forward on.
On the subject of this letter before sending it I
had occasion to make a communication to Koot
Hoomi. I wrote a note to him, fastened it up in
an ordinary adhesive envelope, and gave it to
:Madame Blavatsky. She put it in her pocket,
went into her own room, which opened out of the

THE OCCULT WORLD.

drawingroom, and came out again almost instantly.
Certainly she had not been away thirty seconds.
She said "he " had taken it at once. Then she
followed me back through the honse to my office
room, spoke for • a few minutes in the adjoining
room to my wife, and, returning into my office, lay
down on a couch. I went on with my work, and
perhaps ten minutes elapsed, perhaps le88. Suddenly she got up. "There's your letter," she said,
pointing to the pillow from which she had lifted
her head ; and there lay the letter I had just
written, intact as regards its appearance, but
with Koot Hoomi's name on the outside scored
out and mine written over it. After a thorough
examination I slit the envelope, and found inside,
on the fly-leaf of my note, the answer I required in
Koot Hoomi's handwriting. Now, except fQr the
thirty seconds during which she retired to her own
room, Madame Blavatsky had not been out of my
sight, except for a minute or two in my wife's room,
during the short interval which elapsed between the
deli very of the letter by me to her and its return to
me as described. And during this interval no one
else had come into my room. The incident was as
absolute and complete a mechanical proof of abnormal power exercised to produce the result as any
conceivable test could have yielded. Except by
declaring that I cannot be describing it correctly,
the most resolute partisan of the commonplace will
be unable seriously to dispute the force of this incident. He may take refuge in idiotic ridicule, or
he may declare that I am misrepresenting the facts.
As regards the latter hypothesis I can only pledge
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my word, as I do hereby, to the exact accuracy of
the statement.
In one or two cases I have got back answers from
Koot Boomi to my letters in my own envelopes,
these remaining intact as addressed to him, but with
the address changed, and my letter gone from the
inside, his reply having taken its place. In two or
three cases I have found short messages from Koot
Hoomi written across the blank parts of letters from
other persons, coming to me through the post, the
writers in these cases being· assuredly unaware of
the additions so made to their epistles.
Of course I have asked Koot Hoomi for an explanation of these little phenomena, but it is easier
for me to ask than for him to answer, partly because
the forces which the adepts bring to bear upon
matter to achieve abnormal results, are of a kind
which ordinary science knows so little about that
we of the outer worm are not prepared for such explanations; and partly because the manipulation of
the forces employed has to do, sometimes, with secrets
of initiation which an occultist must not reveal.
However, in reference to the subject before us, I
:reeeived on one occasion this hint as an explanation.
" . . . . Besides, bear in mind that these my
letters are not written, but impressed, or precipitated,
and then all mistakes corrected."
Of course I wanted to know more about such
precipitation; was it a process which followed
thought more rapidly than any with which we were
familiar 1 And as regards letters :received, did the
mean_ing of these penetrate the understanding of an

THE PCCULT WORLD.

occult recipient at once, or were they read in the
ordinary way 1
"Of course I have to read every word you write,"
Koot Hoomi replied, " otherwise I wonld make a fine
mess of it. And whether it be throngP, my physical
or spiritual eyes, the time required for it is practically
the same. As much may be said of my replies; for
whether I precipitate or dictate them or write my
answei"B myself, the difference in time saved is very
minute. I have to think it over, to photograph
every word and sentedce carefully in my brain, before it can be repeated by precipitation. AB the
fixing on chemically prepared surfaces of the images
formed by the camera requires a previous arrangement within the focus of the object to be represented, for otherwise-as often found in bad pho~
graphs-the legs of the sitter might appear out of
all proportion with the head, and so on-so we have
to first arrange our sentences• and impress every
letter to appear on paper in our minds before it becomes fit to be read. For the present it is all! can
tell you. When science will have learned more about
the mystery of the lithophyl (or litho-biblion), and
how the impress of leaves comes origina~~y to take
plac>.e on stones, then I will be able to make you better
understand the process. But you must know and
remember one thing-we but follow and servilely
copy Nature in her works."
In another letter Koot Hoomi expatiates more
fully on the difficulty of making occult explanations
intelligible to minds trained only in modern science.
" Only the progress one makes in the study of
arcane knowledge from its rudimental el~ents
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brings him graduaily to understand our meaning.
Only thus, and not otherwise, does it, strengthening
and refining those mysterious links of sympathy
between intelligent men-the temporarily isolated
fragments of the univen:al soul, and the cosmic soul
itself-bring thein into full rapport.
Once this
established, then only will those awakened sympathies
serve, indeed, to connect Man with-what, for the
want of a European scientific ~ord more competent
to express the idea, I am again compelled to .
describe as that energetic chain which binds together the material and immaterial kosmos-Past,
Present, and Future, and quicken his perceptions
80 as to clearly grasp not merely all things of
matter, but of spirit also. I feel even irritated at
having to use theee three clumsy words-Past,
Present, and Future.
Miserable concepts of the
objective phases of the subjective whole, they are
about as ill adapted for the purpose, as an axe for
fine carving. Oh, my poor disappointed friend, that
you were already so far advanced on THE PATH that
this simple transmission of ideas should not be
encumbered by the conditions of matter, the union
of your mind with ours prevented by its induced
incapabilities. Such is unfortunately the inherited
and self-acquired grossness of the Western mind,
and 80 greatly have the very phrases expressive of
modern thoughts been developed in the line of
practical materialism, that it is now next to impossible, either for them· to comprehend or for us to
express in their own languages anything of that
delicate, seemingly ideal, machinery of the· occult
kosmos. To some little extent that faculty can be
7
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acquu'ed by the .Europeans through study and m~
ditation, but-that's alL And here iB the bar which
has hitherto prevented a conviction of the theosophical truths from gaining currency among Western
nation&-eaueed theosophical study to be cast aside
as useless and fantastic by Western philosophers.
How shall I teach you to read and write, or even
comprehend a language of which no alphabet
palpable or words alldible to you have yet been
invented. How could the phenomena of onr
modem electrical science be explained to--say a
Greek philosopher of the days of Ptolemy, were he
suddenly recalled to life-with such an unbridged
hiatus in discovery as would exist between biB and
onr age I W onld not the very technical terms be
to him an unintelligible jargon, an abracadabra of
meaningless sounds, and the very instruments and
apparatuses used but miraculous monstrosities I
And suppose for one instant I were tO describe to
yon the lines of those colour rays that he beyond
the so-called visible spectrum-rays invisible to all
but a very few even among us; to explain how w~
can find in space any one of the so-called subjective
or accidental colours-the complement (to speak
mathematically) moreooer of any other given colowr
of a dichromatic body (which alone sounds Jike an
absurdity) could you comprehend, do you think,
their optical effect, or even my meaning~ And
since you see them not--such ray~nor can know
them, nor have you any names for them as yet in
science, if I were to tell you . . · . . 'without
moving from. your writing-desk, try search for, and
produce before your eyes the whole solar spectrum
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decomposed into fourteen prismatic colours (seven
being complementary) as it is but with the help of
that occult light that you can see me from a distance as I see yon '-what think you would be
your answer 1 What would you have to reply j
Wbnld you not be likely e:ougll to retort by telling
me that as there never were but seven (now three)
primary colours which, moreover, have never yet
by any known physical process been seen decomposed further than the seven prismatic hues, my
invit:ltion was as unscientific as it was absurd 1
Adding that my o:ffer to search for an imaginary
solar complement, b.Jing no compliment to your
knowledge of physical science-! had better,
perhaps, go and search for my mythical dichromatic
and solar ' pairs' in 'l'hibet, for modern science
has hitherto been unable to bring under any theory
even so simple a phenomenon as the colours of all
And yet truth knows
such dichromatic bodies.
these colours are obJective enough.
" So you see the insurmountable difficulties in
the way of obtaining not only absolute, but even
primary knowledge in Occult Science, for one
situated as you are. How could you mak~ yourself
understood, com'TTWII'Ui in fact, those semi-intelligent
Forces, whose means of communicating with us are
not through spoken words, but through sounds and
colours in correlations between the vibrations of
the two' For sound, light, and colour are the
main factors in forming those grades of intelligences,
these beings of whose very existence yon have no
conception, nor are you allowed to believe in themAtheists and Christians, Materialists and Spiritualists,
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all bringing forward their respective arguments
against such a belief-Science objecting stronger
than either of these to such a degrading superstition.
" Thus, because they cannot with one leap over the
boundary walls attain to the pinnacles of Eternitybecause we cannot take a savage from the centre of
Africa and make him comprehend at once the ' Principia' of Newton, or the ' Sociology' of Herbert
Spencer, or make an unlettered child write a cew
Iliad in old Achaian Greek, or an ordinary painter
depict scenes in Saturn, or sketch the inhabitants of
Arctui'U&--became of all thi8 our very czi8tence
i8 denied. Yes, for this reason are believers in
ns pronounced impostors and fools, and the very
science which leads to the highest goal of the
· highest knowledge, to the real tasting of the Tree
of Life and Wisdom-is sc.outed as a wild flight of
imagination."
·
The following passage occurs in another letter,
but it adheres naturally enough to the extract just
concluded.
" The troths and mysteries of occultism constitute,
indeed, ltbody of the highest spiritual importance,
at .once profound and practical for the world at
·large. Yet it is not as an addition to the tangled
mass of theory or speculation that they are being
given to you, but for their practical bearing on the
interests of mankind.
The terms Unscientific,
Impossible, Hallucination, Imposture, have hitherto
been used in a very loose, careless way, as implying
in the occult phenomena something either mysterious and abnormal, or a premeditated imposture.

RECENT OCCULT PHENOMENA.

149

And this is why our chiefs have determined to
shed upon a few -recipient minds more light
upon the subject, and to prove to them that such
manifestations are as reducible to law as the
simplest phenomena in the pliysical universe. The
wiseacres say, 'the age al miracles is past ; ' but
we answer, ' it never existed.' While not unparalleled or without their counterpart in universal history, these phenomena must and will come
with an overpowering influence upon the world of
skeptics and bigots. They have to prove both
destructive and constructive-destructive in the
pernicious errors of ·the past, in the old creeds and
superstitions · which suffocate in their poisonous
embrace, like the Mexican weed, riigh all mankind;
but constructive of new institutions of a genuine,
practical Brotherhood of Humanity, where all will
· become co-workers of Nature, will work for the
good of mankind, 'llnth and through the h~gher
planetary spirits, the only spirits we believe in.
Phenomenal elements previously unthought of,
undreamed of, will soon begin manifesting themselves day by day with constantly augmented force,
and disclose at last the secrets of their mysterious
workings. Plato was right. Ideas rule the world ;
and as men'a minds will receive new ideas, laying
aside the old and effete, the world will advance,
mighty revolutions will spring from them, creeds
and even powers will crumble before their onward
march, crushed by their Irresistible force. _It- will
be just as impossible to resist their infiuence when
the time comes as to stay the progress of the tide.
But all this will come gradually on, and before it
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comes we have a duty set before us : that of sweeping
away as much ae possible the dross left to us by our
pious forefathers. New ideas have to be planted on
clean places, for these ideas touch upon the most
momentous subjects. · It is not physical phenomena,
but these universal ideas,. that we study; as to comprehend the former, we have first to understand the
latter. They touch man's true position in the universe in relation to his previous and future births,
lrls origin and ultimate destiny; the relation of the
mortal to the immortal, of the temporary to the
eternal, of the finite to the infinite ; ideas larger,
grander, more comprehensive, recognizing the eternal
reign of immutable law, unchanging and unchangeable, in regard to which there is only an ETERNAL
Now : while to uninitiated mortals, time is past or
future, as related to their finite existence on this .
material speck of dirt. This is what we study and
what many have solved. . . . . Meanwhile, being
human, I have to rest. I took no sleep for over
sixty hours."
Here are a few lines from Koot Hoomi's hand,
in a letter not addressed to me. It falls conveniently
into the present series of extracts.
''De it as it may, we are content to live as we do,
unknown and undisturbed by a civilization which
rests so exclusively upon intellect. Nor do we feel
in any way concerned about the revival of our
ancient art and high civilization, for these are as
sure to come back in their time, and in a higher
form, as the Plesiosaurus and the M~gatherium in
theirs. We have the weakness to believe in everrecurrent cycles, and hope to quicken the resnrrec-
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tion of what is past and gone. We could not
impede it, even if we would. 'l'he new civilization
will be but the child of the old one, and we have
but to leave the eternal law to take itS own course,
to have our dead ones come out of their graves;
yet we are certainly anxious to hasten the we1coJD.e
event. Fear not, although we do ' cling superstitiously to tho relics of the past,' our knowledge
will not pass away from the sight of man. It is
'the gift of the gods,' and the most precious relic
of a1l. The keepers of the sacred light did not
safely cross so many ages but to find themselves
wrecked on the rocks of modern skepticism. Our
pilots are too experienced sailors to allow us to fear
any such disaster. We will always find volunteers
to replace the tired sentries, and the world, bad as
it is in its present state of transitory period, can
yet furnish us with a few men now and then."
Turning hack to my own correspondence, and to
the latest Jetter I received from Koot ·Hoomi
before leaving India on the trip home during
which I am writing these pages, I read :" I hope that at least you will understand that
we (or most of us) are far from being the heartlesR
morally dried-up mummies some ·would fancy us
to be_ Mejnour is very well where he is--as. an
ideal character
a thrilling, in many respects
truthful story. Yet, believe me, few of us would
care to play the part in life of a desiccated pansy
between the leaves of a volume of solemn poetry.
We may not be quite 'the boys' to quote - - - ' s
irreverent expression when speaking of us, yet none
of our degree are like the stern hero of Bulwer's

of
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romance.
While the facilities of observation s&
cured to some of us by our condition, certainly give
a greater breadth of yiew, a more pronounced and
impartial, a more widely spread humaneness-for
answering Addison, we might justly maintain that
it ia ' the business of " magic " to humanize our
natures with compassion '-for the whole mankind
as all living beings, instead of concentrating and
limiting our affections to one predilected race-yet
few of us (except such as have attained the final
negation of :Moksha) can so far enfranchise ourselves
from the influence of our earthly connection as to be
nnsnsceptible in various degrees to the higher
pleasures, emotions, and interests of the common
run of humanity. Of course the greater the progress towards deliverance, the less this will be the
case, unt.il, to crown all, human and purely individual
personal feelings, blood-ties and friendship, patriotism
and race predilection, will all give way to become
blended into one universal fee1ing, the only true
and holy, the only unselfish aud eternal one--Love,
an Immense Love for humanity as a whole. . For it
is humanity which is the great orphan, the only
disinherited one upon this earth, my friend. And
it is the duty .of every man who is capable of an
unselfish impulse to do something, however little,
for its welfare. It reminds me of the old fable of
the war between the body and its members ; here,
too, e~h limb of this huge 'orphan,' fatherless and
motherleBB, selfishly cares but for itself. The body,
uncared for, suffers eternally whether the limbs are
at war or at rest. Its suffering and agony never
cease ; :md who can blame it--as your materialistic
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philosophers do-if, in this everlasting isolation and
neglect, it has evolved gods -unto whom 'it ever
cries for help, but is not heard.' Thus' Since there is hope for man only in man,
I would not let one cry whom 1 could save.

Yet I confcss that I individually am not yet exempt
from some of the terrestrial attachments. I am
still attracted toward some men more than towards
others, and philanthropy as preached by our great
Patron- - - - the Saviour of the world,
The t-eacher of Nirvana aud the Law

pas

never killed in me either individual preferences
of friendship, love for my next of kin, or the ardent
feeling of patriotism for the country in which I was
last materially individualized."
I had asked Koot Hoomi how far I was at
liberty to use his letters in • the preparation of this
volume, and, a few lines after the passage just
quoted, he says : " I lay no restrictious upon your making use of .
anything I may ~ave written to you or Mr.-having full confidence in your tact and judgment as
to what should be printed, and how it should be
presented. I must only ask yon . . . . " and then
he goes' on to indicate one letter which he wishes me
to withhold. . . . . " As to the rest, I relir.quish
it to the mangling tooth of criticism."
'l*

J54

TEACHINGS OF OCCULT PHILOSOPHY.

As affirmed more than once already, OC(mlt
Philosophy in various countries and through
different periods has remained substantially the
same. At different times and places very different
mythological efB.orescences have been thrown off for
the service of the populace ; but, underlying each
popular religion, the religious knowledge of the
initiated minority has been identical. Of course,
the modem Western conception of what is right in
such matters will be -outraged by the mere idea of
a religion which is kept as the property of the few,
while a "false religion," as modem phraseology
would pnt it, is served out to the common people.
However, before this feeling is ~miitted to land us
in too uncompromising disapproval of the ancient
hiders of the truth, it may be well to determine
how far it is due to any intelligent conviction that
the common herd would be benefited by teaching,
which must be in its nature too refined and
subtle for popular comprehension, and how far the
feeling refeiTed to, may be due to an acquired habit
of looking on religion as something which it is important to profess, irrespective of understanding it.
No doubt, assuming that a man's eternal welfare
depends upon his declaration, irrespective of com-
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prehension, of the right faith, among all the faiths
he might have picked out from the lucky bag of
birth and destiny-then it ·would be the sovereign
duty of persons conscious of pOssessing such a faitli
to proclaim it from the house-tops. But, on the
other hypothesis, that it cannot profit any man to
mutter a formula of words without attaching sense
to it, and that crude intelligences can only be approached by crude sketches of religious ideas, there
is more to be advanced on behalf of the ancient
policy of reserve than seems at first sight obvious.
Certainly the relations of the populace and the
initiates, look susceptible of modification in the
Ettropean world of the present day. The populace,
in the sense of the public at large, inclndiug the
finest intellects of the age~ are at least as well able as
those of any special class to comprehend Jtletaphysical ideas. These finer intellects dominate
public thought, so that no great ideas can triumph
among the nations of Europe without their aid,
while their aid can only be secured in the open
market of intellectual competition. Thus it ensues
that the bare notion of an esoteric &eience superior
to that offered in public to the scientific world,
strikes the modern Western mind as an absurdity.
With which very natural feeling it is only necessary
at present here to fight, so far as to ask people not
to be illogical in its application ; that is to say, not
to assume that because it would never occur to a
a new
modern European coming into possession
truth to make a secret of it, and disclose it
only to a fraternity under pledges of reserve, therefore such an idea could never have occurred to
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an Egyptian priest or an intellectuaf giant of the
civilization which overspread India, according to
som~ not unreasonab~e ·hypothe8e8, before Egypt
began to be a seat of learning and art. The secret
society system was as natural, indeed, to the ancient
man of science, as the public system is in our own
country and time. Nor is the difference one of
time and fashion merely. It hinges on to the great
difference that is to be discerned in the essence of
the purEuits in which learned men engage now, as
compared with those they were concerned with in
former ages. We have belonged to the material
progress epoch, and the watchword of material
progress has always been publicity. The initiates
of ancient psychology belonged to the spirituai age,
and the watchword of subjective development has
always been secrecy. Wh~ther in both cases the
watchword is dictated by necessities of the situation.
is a question on which discussion might be possible;
but, at all events, these reflections are enough to
show that it would be unwise to dogmatize too con:fidently on the character of the philosophy and the
philosophers .-ho could be content to hoard their
wisdom and supply .the crowd with a religion
adapted r.tther to the ·understanding of its recipients
than to tho eternal verities.
It is impossible now to form a conjecture as to
the date or time at which occult philosophy began
to take .the shape in which we find it now. But
though it may be reasonably guessed that, the last
two or three thousand years have not passed over
the devoted initiates who have l1eld and transmitted
it during that time, without their having contributed
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something towards its development, the proficiency
of initiates belonging to the earliest periods with
which history deals, appears to have been already
so far advanced, and so nearly as wonderful as the
proficiency of initiates in the present day, that we
must assign a very great antiquity to the earliest
beginnings of occult knowledge on this earth.
Indeed the question cannot be raised without
bringing n~ in contact with considerations that
hint at absolut"ly startling conclusions in this
respect.
But, apart from specific arclueological speculations,
it has been poi.qted out that " a philosophy so profound, a moral code so ennobling, and practical
results so conclusive and so uniformly demonstrable,
.are not the growth of a generation, or even a single
;epoch. Fact must have been piled upon fact,
deduction upon deduction, science nave begotten
science, and myriads of the brightest human intellects have reflected upon the laws of Nature, before
this ancient doctrine had taken concrete shape.
The proofs of this identity of fundamental doctrine
in the old religions are found in the prevalence
of a system of initiation ; in the secret sacerdotal
castes, who had the guardianship of mystical words
of power, and a public display of a phenomenal
control over natural forces indicating association·
with preter-human beings. Every approach to the
mysteries of all these nations, was guarded with the
same jealous care, and in all the penalty of death
was inflicted upon all initiates of any degree who
divulged the secrets entrusted to them." The book
. just quoted shows this. to have been the case with
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the Eleusinian and B!)CChic .Mysteries among the
Chaldean Magi and the Egyptian Hierophants. The
Hindu book of Braluninical ceremonies, the "Agmshada Parikshai,'' contains the same law, which
appears also to have been adopted by the :&Benes,
the Gnostics, and the Theurgic Neo-Platonists.
Freemasonry has copied the old formula, though
its raiBon d'etre has expired here with the expiration
from among freemasons. of the occult philosophy
on which their forms and ceremonies are shaped
to a larger extent than they generally conceive.
Evidences of the identity spoken of may be traced
in the vows, formulas, rites, and doctrines of various ancient faiths, and it is affirmed by thoso whom
I believe qualified to speak with authority as to the
fact, " t~at not only is their memory still preserved
.in India; but also that the secret association is
still alive, and as active as ever."
As I have now, in support of the views just
expressed, to make some quotations from .Madame
Blavatsky's great book, "Isis Unveiled," it is
necessary to give certain explanations concerning
the geneRis of that work, for which the reader who
has followed my narrative of occult experiences
through the preceding pages, will be better prepared
than he would have been previously. I have shown
how, throughout the most ordinary incidents of her
daily life, .Madame Blavatsky is confltantly in communication, by means of the system of psychological
telegraphy that the initiates employ, with her
superior "Brothers" in occultism. This state of the
facts once realized, it will be easy to understand that
in compiling such a work. as "Isis," which em-
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bodies a complete explanation of all that can be
told about occultism to the outer world, she would
not be left exclusively to her own resources. The
truth which Madame Blavatsky would be the last
person in the world to wish disguised, is that the
assistance she derived from the Brothers, by occult
agency, throughout the composition of her book,
was so abundant and continuous that she is not so
much the author of " Isis" as one of a gronp of
cOUaJJorateurs, by whom it was actually produced.
I am given to understand that she set to work iln
" Isis" without knowing anything about the magnitude of the task she was undertaking. She began
writing to dictation-the passages thus written not
now standing :first in· the completed volumes-in
compliance with the desire of her occult friends, and
wi~ont knowing whether the composition on which
she was engaged would tum out an article for a
newspaper, or an essay for a magazine, or a work of
larger dimensions. But on and on it grew. Before
going very far, of course, she came to understand
what she was about ; and fairly launched on her
task, she ~n turn contributed a good deal from her
But the Brothers ·appear
own natural brain.
always to have been at work with her, not merely
dictating through her brain as at first, but sometimes employing those methods of " precipitation"
of which I have myself been favoured with some
examples, and by means of which quantities of
actual manuscript in other handwritings than her
own were produced while she slept. In the morning she would sometimes get up and find as much
as thirty slips added to the manuscript she had left
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on her table over-night. The book " Isis" is in fact
as great a "phenomenon "-apart frgm the nature
of its content&-as any of those I have described.
The faults of the book, obvious to the general
reader, will be thus explained, as well as the extraordinary value it possesses for those who may be
anxious to explore as far as possible the mysteries
of occultism. The deific powers which the Brothers
enjoy cannot protect a literary work which is the
joint production of several-even among theirminds, from the confusion of arrangement to which
such a mode of composition inevitably gives rise.
And besides confUi>ion of arrangement, the book
exhibits a heterogeneous variety of different styles,
which mars its dignity as a literary work, and must
prove both irritating and puzzling to the ordinary
reader. But for those who possess the key to .this
irregularity of form, it is an advantage rather than
otherwise. It will enable an acute reader to account for some minor incongruities of statement
occurring in different parts of the book. . Beyond
this it will enable him to recognize the voice, as it
were, of thA different authors as they t~e up the
parable in tum.
The book was written-as regards its physical
production-at New York, where Madame Blavatsky
was utterly unprovided with books of reference. It
teems, however, with references to books of all sorts,
including many of a very unusual character, and
with quotations the exactitude of which may easily be
verified at the great European libraries, as foot-notes
supply•the number of the pages, from which the
passages taken are quoted.
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I m!y now go on to collect some passages from
"Isis," the object of which is to show the unity of
the esoteric philosophy undtlrlying various ancient
religions, and the peculiar value which attaches for
students of that philosophy, to pure Buddhism, a
system which, of all those presented to t~e world,
appears to supply us with occult philosophy in its
least adulterated shape. Of course, the reader will
guard himself from running away with the idea that
Buddhism, as explained by writers who are not occultists, can be accepted as. an embodiment of their
views. For example, one of the leading ideas of
Buddhism, as interpreted by Western scholars, is that
" Nirvana " amounts to annihilation. It is possible
that Western scholars may be right in saying thllt
the explanation of " Nirvana" supplied by exoteric
Buddhism leads to this conclusion ; but that, at all
events, is not the occult doctrine.
"Nirvana," it is stated in "Isis," "means the
certitude of personal immortality in spirit, not in
soul, which, as a finite emanation, must certainly disintegrate its particles, a compound of human sensations, passions, and yearning for some objective
kind of existence, before the immortal spirit of the
Ego is quite freed, and henceforth secure ~011inst
transmigration in any form. And how can man reach
that state so long as the 'U padana' that state of
longing for life, more life, does not disappear from
the sentient being, from the Ahancara clothed, however, in a sublimated body~ It is the ' U padana'
or the intense desire that produces will, and it is
will which develops force, and the latter generates
matter, or an object having form. Thus the disem-
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bodied Ego, through this sole undying desire in him,
unconsciously furnishes the conditions of J1is successive se]f-procrcations in various fonns, which
de1Jend on his mental state, and ' Karma, ' the good
or bad deeds of his preceding existence, common]y
called 'merit' and 'demerit.'" There is a world
of suggestive metaphysical thought in this passage,
which will serve at once to justify" the view propounded just now as regards the reach of Buddhistic philosophy as viewed from the occult standpoint.
The misunderStanding about the meaning of
"Nirvana " is so general in the West, that before
going on with explanations of the philosophy which
this same misunderstanding has improperly discredited, it will be wel1 to consider the following
elucidation also :-·
"Annihilation means with the Buddhistieal
philosophy only a dispersion of matter, in whatever
form or semblance of form it may be; for everything that bears a shape was ere&.ted, and thus must
sooner or later perish, i. e., change that shape ; therefore, as something temporary, though seeming to be
permanent; it is but an illusion, ' Maya' ; for as
eternity has neither beginning nor end, the more or
less prolonged duration of some particular form
passes, as it were, 1ike an instantaneous flash of
lightning. Before we have the time to realize
that we have seen it, it has gone and passed away
·for ever ; hence even our astra] bodies, pure ether.,
are but illusions of matter so long as they retain
their terrestrial outline. The latter changes, says
the Buddhist, according to the merits or demerits
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of the . person during his lifetime, and thit; is
metempsychosis. When the spiritual entity breaks
luose for ever from every particle of matter, then
only it enters upon the eternal and unchangeable
'Nirvana.' He exists in spirit, in nothing; as a
form, a shape, a semblance, he is completely a.imihilated, and thus will die no more ; for spirit alone
is no 'May~' but the only reality in an illusionary
universe of ever-passing forms . . . . To accuse
Bnddhistical philosophy of rejecting a Supreme
Being-God, and the soul's immortality-of
Atheism, in short-on the ground that 'Nirvana'
means annihilation, and 'Svabhavat' is not a person,
but nothing, is simply absurd. The En (or ·Aym)
of the Jewish Ensoph also means nihil, or nothing,
that which is not (quo ad 1108), but no one has ever
ventured to twit the Jews with atheism. In both
cases the real meaning of the term nothing carries
with it the idea that God is not a thing, not a concrete or visible being to which a name expressive of
any object known to us on earth may be applied
with propriety."
Again: "'Nirvana' is the world of caU&e in which
all deceptive effects or illusions of our senses disappear. 'Nirvana' is the highest attainable sphere."
The secret doctrines of the Magi of the prey edic Buddhists, of ~e hierophants of the Egyptian
Thoth or Hermes, were--we find it laid down in
"lsis"-identl.cal from the beginning, an identity that
applies equally to the secret doctrines of the adepts
of whatever age or nationality, including the Chaldcan
Kabalists and the .Tewish Nazars. "When we use
the word BnddLists, we do not mean to imply by
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it either the exoteric Buddhism instituted by the
followers of Gautama Buddha, or the modern
Buddhistic religion, hut the secret philosophy of
Sakyamuni, which, in its essence, is certainly identical with the ancient wisdom-religion of the sanctuary-the pre-Vedic Brahmanisn. The schism of
Zoroaster, as it is called, is a direct proof of it : for
it was no schism, s~rictly speaking, but merely a
partially public exposition of strictly monotheistic
religious truths hitherto taught only in the sanctuaries, and that he had learned from the Brahmans.
Zoroaster, the primeval institutor of sun-worship,
cannot be called the founder of the dualistic system,
neither was he the first to teach the unity of God,
for he taught but what he had learned himself from
the Brahmans. And that Zarathrusta, and his followers the Zoroastrians, had been settled in India
before they immigrated into Persia, is also proved
by Max Muller. ' That the Zoroastrians and their
aneestors started from India,' he says. 'during the
V aidic peiiod, can be proved as distinctly as that
the inhabitants of Massilia starte.d from Greece.
. . . . Many of the gods of the Zoroastrians come
out . . . as mere reflections and deflections of the
gods of the Veda.'
"If, now, we can prove, and we ban do so on the
evidence of the ' Kabala,' and ,ihe oldest traditions of.
the wisdom-religion, the ph:ilosophy of the old sanctuaries, that .all these gods, whether of the Zoroastrians or of the Veda, are but so many personated
occult powers of N atnre, the faithful servants of the
adepts of secret wisdom-=lQ~c-:--we are on secure
·
ground.
I
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"Thus, whether we say that Kabalism and Gnosticism proceeded from Masdeanism or Zoroastrianism,
it is al] the same, unless we meant the exoteric
-worship, which.we do not. Likewise, and in this
' sense we may echo King, the author of the 'Gnostics,'
lilld several other arch100logists, and maintain that
both the former proceeded from .BuddMmn, at once
the simplest and most satisfying of philosophies, and
which resulted in one of the purest religions in the
wo.rld. . . . But whether among the Essenes or
the N eo-platonists, or again among the innumerable
struggling sects born but to die, the same doctrinet~,
identical in substance and spirit, if not always in
form, are encountered. By .Buddhism, therefore,
we mean that religion signifying literally the dootrine of wisdom, and which by many ages antedates
the metaphysical philosophy of Siddhartha Sakyamuni."
Modern Christianity has, of course, diverged widely
from its own original philosophy, but the identity
of this with the original philosophy of all religions
is maintained in " Isis" in the course of an interesting argument.
"Luke, who was a physician, is designated in
the Syriac texts as .Asaia, the Essaian or Essene.
Josephus and Philo Judreus have sufficiently described this sect to leave no doubt in onr mind that
the Nazarene Reformer, after having received liis
education in their dwellings in the desert, and being
duly initiated in the mysteries, preferred the free and
independent life of a wandering Nazaria, and so t::eparated, orinazarenized,himself, from them, thns becoming a travelling Therapeute, or Nazaria, a healer.

\
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In his disco1U'8e8 and sermons Jeans always spoke
in parables, and nsed metaphors with his audience.
This habit was again that of the Essenians and
the Nazarenes; the Galileans, who- dwelt in cities
and villages, were never known to use such allegorical language. Indeed, some of his disciples, being
Galileans as well as himself, felt even surprised to
find him using with the people such a form of
expression. 'Why speakest thou unto them in
parables¥' they often inquired. 'Because it is
given unto yon to know the mysteries of the kingdom of Heaven ; but to them it is not given,' was
the reply, which was that of an initiate. 'Therefore, I speak unto them in parables, hecanse they
seeing, see not, and hearing, they hear not, neither
do they understand.' Moreover, we fi.pd Jesus
expressing his thoughts . . • in sentences which
are purely PythagoreJ.n,, when, during the Sermon
on the Mount, he says, 'Give ye not that which is
sacred to the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before
swine ; for the swine will tread them under their
feet, and the dogs will tum and rend yon.' Professor A. Wilder, the editor of Taylor's 'Eleusinian
Mysteries,' observes a ' like disposition on the part
of Jesus and Paul to classify their doctrines as
esoteric and exoteric-the mysteries of the Kingdom
of God for the_ apostles, and parables for the multi·
tude. 'We speak wisdom, ' says Paul, 'among
them that are perfect,' or 'initiated.' In the Eleusinian and other mysteries the participants were
always divided in t\m classes, the neophytes and
the perfect. ... The narrative of the Apot!tle Paul
in his Second Epistle to the Corinthians, has struck
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several scholars well versed in the descriptions of
the mystical rites of the initiation given by some
classes as alluding most undoubtedly to the final
Epopteia : 'I know a certain man-whether in body
or outside of body I know not ; God knoweth-who
was rapt into Paradise, and heard things ineffable
which it is not lawful for a man to' repeat.' These
words have rarely, so far as we know, been regarded
by commentators as an allusion to the beatific
visions of an initiated seer; but the phraseology is
unequivocal.
These things which it is not lawful
to repeat, are hinted at in the same words, and the
reason assigned for it is the same as that which we
find repeatedly expressed by Plato, Proclus, Jamblichus, Herodotus, and other classics. ' We speak
wisdom only among them that are ·perf~ct,' says
Paul; the plain and undeniable translation of the
sentence being : ' We speak of the profounder or
final esoteric doctrines of the mysteries (which lre
denominated wisdom), only among them who are
initiated. So in relation to the man who was rapt
into Paradise--and . who was evidently Paul himself-the Christian word Paradise having replaced
that of Elysium."
The final purposes of occult philosophy is to
" That which
show what Man was, is, and will be.
survives as an individuality," says 'Isis,' " after the
death of the body is the actual soul, which Plato, in
the Timmus and Gwgias calls the mortal soul; for,
according to the Hermetic doctrine, it throws off
the more material particles at every progressive
change into a higher sphere. . . . . The astral spirit
is a faithful duplicate of the body in a physical and
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spiritual sense.
The Divine, the highest immortal
- spirit, can be neither punished nor rewarded. To
maintain such a doctrine would be at the same time
abmrd and blasphemous; for it is not merely a
flame lit at the central and unextinguishable
fountain of light, but actnally a portion of it and
of identical essence. It assures immortality to the
individual astral being in proportion to the willingness of the latter to receive it. So long as the
double man----i. e., the man of f1etili and spiritkeeps within the limits of the law of spiritual continuity ; so long as the divine spark lingers in him,
however faintly, he is on the road to an immortality in the future state. But those who resign
themselves to a materialistic existence, shutting out
the qivjne radiance shed by their spirit, at the
beginning of their earthly pilgrimage, and stifling
the warning voice of that faithful sentry the oonscfence, which serves as a focus for the light in the
soul-such beings as - these, having left behind
conscience and spirit, and crossed the boundaries of
matter, will, of necessity, have to follow its laws.''
Again : " The secret doctrille teaches that man,
if he wins immortality, will remain for ever the
trinity that he is in life, and will continue so
throughout all the spheres. The astral body, which
in this life is covered by a gross physical envelope,
becomes, when relieved of that covering by the process of corporeal death, in its turn the shell of
another and more ethereal body. This begins
developing from the moment of death, and becomes
perfected when the astral body of the earthly form
finally separates from it."

•
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The passages quoted, when read by the light of
the explanations I have given, will enable the
reader, if so inclined, to take up "Isis" in a comprehending spirit, and find his way to the rich veins of
precious metal which are buried in its pages. But
neither in " Isis " nor in any other book on occult
philosophy which has been or seems likely to be
written yet awhile, must anyone hope to obtain a
cut-and-dried, straightforward, and perfectly clear
account of the myster'tes of birth, death, and the
future. At first, in pursuing studies of this kind,
one is irritated at the difficulty of getting at what the
occultists really believe as regards the future state, the
nature of the life to come, and its general mise en scene.
The well known religions have very precise views
on these subjects, further rendered practical by the
assurance some of them give that qualified persons,
commiBBioned by churches to perform the duty, can
shunt departing souls on to the right or the wrong
li~es, in accordance with consideration received.
Theories of that kind have ~t any rate the merit of
simplicity and intelligibility, but they arc not,
perhaps, satisfactory to the mind as regards their
details. After a very little investigation of the
matter, the student of occult philosophy will realize
that on that path of knowledge he will certainly
meet with no conceptions likely to outrage his
purest· idealization of God and the life to come.
He will soon feel that the scheme of ideas he is
exploring is lofty and dignified to the utmost
limits that the human understanding can reach. But
it will remain vague, and he will seek for explicit
statements on this or that point, until by degrees
8
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he realizes that the absolute truth about the origin
and destinies of the human soul may be too subtle
and intricate to be possibly expressible in straightforward language. Perfectly clear ideas may be
attainable for thl' purified minds of advanced
scholars in occultism, who, by entire devotion of
every faculty tO the pursuit and prolonged assimilation of such ideas, come at length to understand
them with the aid of peculiar intellectual powers
specially expanded for the :f'urpose; but it does not
at aU follow that with the best will in the world
such persons must necessarily be able to draw up
an occult creed !hich should bring the whole
theory of the universe into the compass of a dozen
lines. The study of occultism, even by men of the
world, engaged in ordinary pursuits as well, may
readily enlarge and purity the understanding, to
the extent of arming the mind, so to speak, with
tests that will detect absurdity in any erroneous
religions hypotheses ; but the abeolute structure •of
occult belief is some~hing which, from its nature,
can only be built up slowly in the mind of each
intellectual architl'ct. And I imagine that a very
vivid perception of this- on their part explains the
reluctance of occultists even to attempt the straightforward explanation of their doctrines. They know
that really vital plants of knowledge, so to speak,
must grow up from the germ in each man's mind,
and cannot be transplanted into the strange soil of
an untrained understanding in a. complete state of
mature growth. They are ready enough to supply
seed, but every man must grow his own tree of
knowledge for himself. As the adept himself is not
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made, but becomes so,-in a minor degree, the
person who merely aspires to comprehend the adept
and his views of things must develop such comprehension for himself, by thinking out rudimentary
ideas to their legitimate conclusions.
These considerations fit in with, !Uld do something towards elucidating, the reserve of occultism,
and they further suggest an explanation of what
will at once seem puzzling to a reader of " Isis," who
takes it up by the light of the present narrative. If
great parts of the book, as . I have asserted, are
really the work oj actual adepts, who know of their
own knowledge what is the actual truth about
many of the mysteries discussed, why have they
not said plainly what they meant, instead of b~ating
about the bush, and suggesting arguments derived
from this or that ordinary sourCQ, from literary or
historical evidence, from abstract speculation concerning the harmonies of Nature ¥ The answer
seems to be, firstly, that they could not well write,
" We know that so and so is the fact," without
being askec!, "How do you know¥"-and it is manifestly impOBBible that they could reply to this
question without going into details, that it would
be "unlawful," as a Biblical writer would say, to
disclose, or without proposing to guarantee their
testimony by manifestions of powers which it
would be obviously impracticable for them to keep
always at hand for the satisfaction of each reader
• of the book in tum. Secondly, I imagine that, in
accordance with the invariable principle of trying
less to teach than to encourage spontaneous develop·
ment, they have aimed in" Isis," rather at producing
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an effect on the reader's mind, than at shooting in
a store of previously accumulated :facts. They have
shown that Theosophy, or Occult Philosophy, is no
new candidate for the world's attention, but is
really a restatement of principles which have been
recognized from the very infancy of mankind. The
historic sequence which establishes this view is
distinctly traced throngh the successive evolutions
of the philosophical schools, in a manner which it is
impossible for me to attempt in a work of these
dimensions, and the theory laid down is illustrated
with abundant accounts of the exNlrimental demonstrations of occult power ascribed to various
thaumaturgists. The authors of "Isis," have expressly refrained from aayingmoret~an might conceivably
be said by a writer who was not an adept, supposing
him to have acoess to all the literature of the
t.mbject and an enlightened comprehension of its
meaning.
But once realize the real position of the authors
or inspirers of "Isis," and the value of any argument
on which you find them launched !8 enhanced
enormously above the level of the relatively
commonplace considerations advanced on its behalf.
The adepts may not choose to bring forward ot~er
than exoteric evidence in favour of any particular
thesis they wish to support, but if they wish to support it, that fact alone will be of enormous
significance for any reader who, in indirect ways,
hr..s reached a comprehension of the authority with.
which they are entitled to speak.

