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“ Man’s past history and future destiny are written
upon the palm of his hand.” Is this proposition to be ac-
cepted with implicit faith ?

We assert that it may, and we add that its truth is
established by the following considerations:

1. By the history of the science called Palmistry (a
name derived from the Latin palma, the hand).

2. By physical and physiological discoveries of mo-
dern times, especially those relating to the influence of
the heavenly bodies upon terrestrial creation and still
more those which reveal the wonderful effects produced
by the action of electricity and magnetism.

3. Finally, the truth of the axiom with which we be-
gan is demonstrated by the constantly repeated observa-
tion and experience of thousands of incredulous persons.

Let us briefly examine each of these points before
proceeding to furnish the reader with the means of mak-
ing investigations and discoveries for himself, the accu-
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2 HAND-BOOK OF MODERN PALMISTRY.

racy and certainty of which will fill him with genuine
astonishment.

L.

HISTORY OF PALMISTRY.

Of this Science, which is only a dranch of Astrology,
the origin may be said to date back almost to the creation
of the world.

As long ago as the Zower of Babel, its builders
sought to rear their edifice to the very stars in order to
snatch from them their secrets.

The shepherds of Chaldea, the priests of Egypt and
the sacred oracles of Greece,in turn, taught men to shape
their lives by the counsels derived from an unceasing
communion with the firmament.

During the Middle Ages, this sublime mode of human
investigation was not arrested by the influence of Chris-
tianity ; Astrologers were the leading men in science and
opened wide the doors of knowledge for the astrono-
mers, physicists and naturalists of our own age.

A distinet race, whose origin remains still buried in
mystery, the Bohemians, Gypsies, Tziganes or Zingaros
preserved the formulas and strange incantations employed
by the early high-priests of the stars. More than one of
their marvellous predictions in regard to eminent persons
‘has been verified, and attained a celebrity that is matter
of history.

These men of study and meditation, to whom we
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HISTORY OF PALMISTRY. 3

have thus referred, were not all of them, we may be cer-
tain, impostors and charlatans.

During the Middle Ages, astrologers pursued these
studies at the peril of their lives, for they were perse-
cuted by the Inquisition without mercy and were often
on their account consigned to an everlasting ¢n pace, or
burned at the stake.

It is proper to state that the particular science, now
under consideration, in ancient times was and is yet
known under three different names. |

- 1. Palmestry.—The generic name.

2. Chirognomy. — By this name is described the
palmistric science in-so far as it takes cognizance of the
shape of the hands, fingers and joints.

8. Chwromancy.—This name is applied to the palmis-
tric science as teaching divination by the hand, and with
especial reference to the study of the lines which intersect
each other upon the hand’s inner surface.

Even remembering how narrow were the boundaries
within which human knowledge was confined in those
times, we repeat, the probability is that this special science
had some foundation upon which it rested : that this foun-
dation was something actual, real, proved and ascertained
to be true to the satisfaction of these men of enlightened
intelligence and honest hearts.

Such is the judgment rendered by history. We ad-
mit, that this alone is not in itself sufficient.

The present age is positive and practical.

It yields its assent only to demonstrations of two
kinds, namely, first to those of a scientific character, and,
secondly, Zo experiments, experiments both numerous
and satisfactory.
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Nevertheless, let us give here to a short epitome of
the Aistory of palmistry, the importance which belongs
to it, and occupy a brief space in reviewing the principal
phases through which this science has passed.

We do not consider it worth while, at this moment,
to trace back history beyond the times of the Egyptians
and Chaldeans, and even in regard to them there is no di-
rect information concerning the foundation of the sys-
tem to which the wise priests of Isis adhered, as also did
the meditative shepherds, who are mentioned in the Holy
Scriptures themselves. |
— The Greeks, however, who were in the habit of bor-
rowing from Egypt and Phenicia, no doubt imported,
without much modification, the discoveries made in chiro-
mancy by their African neighbors.

It is said that among the works of Homer was reckon-
ed a Treatise upon the Lines of the Hand. But such a
work, being dry and abstract, was not so well adapted as
his wonderful poems for transmission by oral tradition;
the only mode by which ideas descended from genera-
tion to generation at that time.

We will now pass over a considerable number of
years, without pausing to consider the Romans, who, as
the reader is aware, imported from Greece, fully develop-
ed, their religion, their gods, as well as their arts and
sciences. '

Nor do we deem it necessary to dwell upon the period
known as the Middle Ages. The struggles of the human
mind to attain the knowledge of the truth were then still
rude and but partially successful: they did not produce
their full result until the scateenth century, when the fine
Renaissance of the intellect took place, which was the
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HISTORY OF PALMISTRY. 5

beginning of the modern erékDuring the Middle Ages
palmistry was constantly studied and practised, but it
was not until the sixteenth century that a work was pub-
lished presenting a comprehensive view of the whole
subjeet. This work was complete in its developments, in-
genious and rational in its deductions, in a word, worthy
to serve as the first monument to the science of palmistry
as understood in those days.

The author of this work was a French Catholic priest
and a member of the order of the Jesuits. We may re-
mark, by the way, that this order was terrified at the
principles he expounded and speedily withdrew the hesi-
tating support it had given him. It acted thus on account
of the prohibitions and jealous suspicions of the Inquisi-
tion, which was controlled by the Dominicans and had at
that time supreme power throughout the southern part
of Europe.

During the seventeenth century the taste for these
studies had already become wide-spread; various trea-
tises upon palmistry, written by men of eminent scientific
attainments, made their appearance, one after another.
Of these authors we will only mention the names of Dr.
Rothman and Dr. Saunders, whose works found a place
in the most famous libraries.

These masters in science had discovered in Aristotle,
Paracelsus, Albertle-Grand, and others of former ages,
whose names are immortal, the elements of the palmistric
science ; they laid out its principles rather as men who
search for what has been lost, and as restorers, than in the
character of inventors and reformers.

It was reserved for the present age to furnish palmis-
try with its elect apostles and a definite code ; a code not
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based exclusively upon the mighty traditions of the past,
nor upon the reflection and researches of ages gone. This
code was also and chiefly founded upon the discoveries
of modern science and upon numberless experiments
which were made again and again in the full light of pub-
licity and frequently with the codperation, in a measure
involuntary, of distinguished supporters of absolute
scepticism.

The first of these men took issue directly with the
ancient doctrine.

Palmistry, according to Captain & Arpentigny—for
such was the name of this distinguished man—may be re-
duced purely and simply to chirognomy, or merely to the
study of the two hands with respect to their general shape,
the form of the fingers, the form of the phalanxes upon
which grow the nails, and the greater or less development
of the finger-joints.

‘We shallinclude the greater part of thesediscoveries of
Mr. @’ Arpentigny in our work, without further special
reference to the author himself ; as a whole, his doctrine
has been accepted by his disciple and successor, the ven-
erable professor Adolphe Desbarrolles.

D’ Arpentigny’s chirognomy only presented one side
of the great science of palmistry. For him, the lines on
the hand and their interpretation were a dead language ;
the close and intimate tie which unites chirognomy with
chiromancy eluded his observation; nevertheless, to
d’ Arpentigny belongs the glory of having first explained the
correllation between the form of the hand and man’s exist-
ence. Thishedid, not by the help of the imperfect disser-
tations of the ancients, but by the intrinsic laws of this phy-
sical and animal life of which we are the centre, and of
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which—though alas! only to a limited extent—we are
the masters and protectors.

While we cannot insist too strongly upon the fact that
Desbarrolles has enlarged the domain traversed by d’Ar-
pentigny, and perpetuated hig doctrine, we must add that
he has accepted ¢n extenso the series of propositions lald
down by the old soldier of Napoleon the First.

The doctrines of d’Arpentigny and Desbarrolles, in
England, have been supported and propagated by Dr.
Craig, a man of University reputation, and that too, with
talent, in good faith, with good temper, and in earnest.
He is not one who has adopted the faith with his eyes
shut. He is a man who has been converted by reasoning.
He takes the ground which ought to be taken with the
Anglo-Saxon race ; he makes use of no empty phrases in
his arguments, but bases them upon patent analogies, or
on undeniable facts.

‘We shall follow the line of argument traced by him and
his predecessors. But we shall add to\the labors of those
who have gone before us many personal observations,
and, above all, we shall endeavor to classify all the ele-
ments to be investigated, in such a manner that they
may be easily, quickly and completely understood.

In a word, we intend that every reader of the Hanp
Bookx or MoperN ParmisTrRY may be able, after a few
hours study, to find in it, not only the information he may
desire concerning himself, individually, but also concern-
ing the past, the present and the future of all those who
submit their hands to his inspection.
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8 HAND-BOOK OF MODERN PALMISTRY.

II.
THE ASTRAL FLUID.

It is impossible to give this introduction the propor-
tions of a scientific treatise.

‘Wemust, however, briefly touch upon some of theessen-
tial points which establish the connection between pal-
mistry and the discoveries, or rather we should say, the
demonstrations of modern science.

We, therefore, in common with our masters in chiro-
mancy, lay it down as a principle, that we—that is, terres-
trial beings—are surrounded by an imponderable and mys-
terious fluid which presents four different manifestations :
light, heat, electricity, magnetism.

This fluid, we have succeeded in condensing, and,
sometimes, in directing, and, in short, in giving it a more
and more important part in our existence.

But no science, none, without any exception * what-
ever, has more clearly pointed out its source and primor-
dial origin, than the recently improved science of
chiromancy.

* Thomas A. Edison and a number of other electricians happening
to meet recently in the Western Union office, the discussion which followed
took the direction of recent developments in electricity. Incidentally
some one spoke of the indefiniteness of various terms employed to desig-
nate the measurements of electrical force, and said, ¢ Ohm, for instance,
and volt and ampere : what real idea of power do these terms convey ?”
*Oh,” said Mr. Edison, smiling,‘‘those are very useful terms. They
serve to conceal our ignorance of electricity.”—N. Y. Tribune, July 22,
1883.
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THE ASTRAL FLUID. 9

This science proclaims that the astral fluid is an emana-
tion from the principal heavenly bodies that surround the
earth. That this emanation returns whence it came, and
is again emitted in a kind of perpetual respiration.

The whole terrestrial creation, to a greater or less de-
gree, is affected by this incessant and powerful exhalation,
and human beings are more susceptible to this influence
than the rest of creation, that is, they are more Aygrometric,
if the expression may be allowed ; they retain the impres- -
sion it produces upon them with remarkable distinctness.

It is impossible to pretend that the influence thus ex-
erted by the orbs of heaven upon human creatures and

all terrestrial nature is a merely speculative hypothesis.
| To dispose of any such suggestion it is sufficient to
mention the influence exerted by the Sun, whose rays
ripen the crops and whose light (aside from the effects of
heat) gives life and development to the whole vegetable
creation.

We might also—among the thousand phenomena recog-
nized by the severest science of modern times—speak
‘of the influence of ¢k¢ Moon upon the periodical ebb and
flow of the tide, upon woman’s mysterious organization,
and, lastly, upon the human brain, whose aberrations are
commonly, and with truth, attributed to it.

With regard to the complex and universal character of
this fluid—which we will continue to call ¢4e astral fluid,
as we do not wish to manufacture out of the whole cloth
any barbarous term that might include so great a num-
ber of divers elements—with regard to its character is
it not indicated with sufficient clearness in the form
assumed by the larger part of natural objects, in the
leaves of the trees, for example, whose fibres are arranged
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10 HAND-BOOK OF MODERN PALMISTRY.

not with invariable regularity of form, but in infinite
variety, a variety that reveals the subtle and ever divers
nature of the force which is present and active in their
creation ¢

The fluid is, therefore, present; its power surrounds
us, it forms part of our very being.

If the Sun and Moon play such an important part in
our moral and physical development, as it is established
authentically, what reason can there be for doubting
but that the other heavenly bodies which are, to say
the least, of equal dignity—Jupiter, Saturn, Mercury,
Mars and Venus—aid also in some manner in the
distribution of this fluid whose integral elements, as we
said before, are factors that still remain unknown to the
world of science ¢ '

Possibly we may be met by the objection that many
other planets and stars are known to the science of
astronomy in addition to the seven great luminaries to
which we have alludeq, and every decade fresh discoveries
are made that increase that number.

It may be asked, why disregard all these other planets
and stars and recognize no sidereal influence except that
exerted by the seven heavenly bodies which have been
enumerated above %

Our answer to this specious argument is that Venus,
Mercury, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn are the most im-
portant of the planets, and are so considered by modern
science ; that, on account of the immense distance of
Uramus from the Sun, its influence is lost upon us ; that
Vesta, Ceres, Pallas and Juno are so small that they are
regarded as the débris of some planet that has been shat-
tered in pieces.
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THE ASTRAL FLUID. 11

And, finally, that the planets which have been recently
discovered with so much difficulty are of small importance,
either by reason of their distance or by reason of their
small size, and their influence may be disregarded as
inappreciable.

Nor, upon this point, have we any apprehension that
exact science can refute what we say.

Standing thus upon well-established facts, and without
venturing to transcend in the slightest degree the limits
fixed by modern science which divide the known from
the unknown, we affirm: the Ziristence of the Astral
Fluid.

It issues, either simultaneously or separately, from
the seven great luminaries that shine down upon us.

It envelopes the earth, exerts an influence upon it,
and this influence is, so to speak, dominant.

It then returns by a kind of respiration to the hea-
venly bodies, whence it was emitted and again acquires
fresh power to be again exerted upon us, and so it will
go on in perpetual succession, until the consummation of
time and the universe. A

Having established this much, the questions arise:

1. What is the specific effect produced by this fluid
upon human beings ¢

2. Upon what part of the human organization is the
effect produced ¢

3. Finally, what traces does it leave in evidence of
its passage ¢

The answer to the first of these three questions is
found in the body of this work. The sole purpose, in
fact, of this book is to exhibit the results produced upon
our past lives and upon the brief period that is in store
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12 HAND-BOOK OF MODERN PALMISTRY.

for us, through the presence and influence of the Astral
Fluid, whether we assume that the influence is exerted
harmoniously, that is,—phenomenon almost without ex-
ample,—with the absolute accord of the seven dominant
orbs, or upon the assumption—according to the prepon-
derance of probability—that we are subject to the supre-
macy of certain heavenly bodies over others, unequally
and with a discordance unfortunately but too inevitable.

To the second of the questions, the reply ought to be
furnished for us, and will be, by the positive conclusions
of medical science.

The science of medicine explaine now fully the nature
of man’s nervous system, and shows that it is now un-
derstood, as clearly and completely as are the systems
of the veins, arteries and muscles.

It teaches that from the chief nerves, which are huge
conduits, issue thousands of fine ramifications, sensitive
to the slightest galvanic shocks, and centering more par-
ticularly <n the head and BANDS; <n the head, where
reside four of the senses, sight, hearing, taste and smell;
IN THE HANDS, chief seat of the fifth sense, the sense
which alone is able to supply, to a great extent, the loss
of all the rest, the sense of feeling.

Here, no doubt, it will be asked, why the hand should
be the part of the human body upon which the action of
the Astral Fluid should be principally concentrated %

My answer is (and it is the answer of physiological
science), that the fingers are the instruments of the soul’s
life, and have in their possession the secrets of human
action ; that, as the palm of the hand in all diseases, called
diseases of irritation or inflammation, becomes burning
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THE ASTRAL FLUID. 13

hot, so the hand really is, in a measure, the focus of the
soul’s instinctive life.

The means of communication through which this
instinctive life overflows are, first, the prominences or
mounts upon the hand (see Chapter VIII), and, secondly,
an accumulation of pacinic corpuscles, the presence of
which has been discovered both in the prominences or
mounts, and also <n the palm and at the extremities or
tips of the fingers.

These corpuscles, two hundred and fifty or three
hundred in number, consist of a congeries of nerves,
as was discovered by Dr. Pacini, of Pisa, and probably
perform the function of nnervation, or, in other words,
the absorption of the Astral Fluid, which is the peculiar
function of the hand. They serve as reservoirs of elec-
tricity, and give the hand its peculiar sensitiveness.

We consider that our doctrine of the exhalation and
absorption of the Astral Fluid, its so-called respiration,
has now been solidly fortified, with the help of the inde-
- pendent results of modern physiological science.

In conclusion, we would refer to the fact that between
the extremities of the fingers and the brain, a communi-
cation is going on incessantly, and thorough-going materi-
alists go so far as to maintain that this form of vitality,
which is superior to all others, constitutes what is called
the Auman soul, the Psyche of the Ancients.

Without pretending to follow the great leaders of
modern medical science so far, we merely contend here,
that the hands certainly serve as the chief reservoir of the
nervous fluid, and inasmuch as this fluid is identical with
the Astral Fluid (see foregoing observations), we have
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thus anewered the third, as well as the second, of the pre-
viously stated questions, that is to say:

It is in man’s hands that we shall find revealed :

1. The larger or smaller measure of each man’s
capacity to absorb the Astral F'luvd. This we shall dis- .
cover from the shape of the hand in accordance with the
laws of CHIROGNOMY.

2. The traces left upon the material substance of the
hands by the ceascless passage of the fluid, under the form
of lines and various marks, which will appear after a few
days’ study to be as easy to read as the alphabet to an
intelligent child.

A knowledge of the laws which, scientifically and not
arbitrarily, are deduced from a study of the palm of the
hand forms the science of CHroMANCY.

We again repeat that modern PaLmisTrY unites and
combines these two elements in order to obtain, by these
means, a complete and incontrovertible result—a joint
result, which is obtained by two independent and adverse
examinations.

Possibly the incredulous may suggest that the lines
in question are caused by the hand’s motions.

Were there any foundation for this idea, how does it
happen that laboring men and artisans—men who are
constantly employed in some kind of manual labor—have
very few lines upon the inside of their hands, while
women of leisure and men of the world, who are exempt
from fatiguing labor have a great many lines traced upon
their hands ¢’

Moreover, how is the fact to be explained away, that
‘many of these lines may be found upon the hands of
newly born infants ¢
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THE ASTRAL FLUID. 15

Lastly, if the doctrines of palmistry are not logical,
scientific and true, how is the fact to be accounted for—
a fact established beyond all doubt by experiments that
have been repeated a thousand times—to wit: the fact that
the lines that traverse the palm actually change from time
to time, not only with changes of occupation, but also, and
especially, in consequence of changes in moral and intel-
lectual conditions, and still more under the influence of a
persistent will¢. ...

In bringing this brief introduction to a close, we would
say that Cherognomy always examines both hands of a
person.

Chiromancy, for its part, examines almost exclu-
sively the left-hand—the hand which is in most direct
communication with the heart in reference to the circula- -
tion of the blood.

The importance of this observation will be perceived
when we come to examine the color of the lines on the
hand, and to seek to ascertain whether—in their normal
state, free from fatigue—they are pale, or red, or livid.

‘We would also add, and this is a point of no less im-
portance, that in Chéromancy the right-hand ought always
to be examined in conjunction with the left whenever the
examination of the left-hand indicates any progmostica-
tion which is especially ominous. '

Any such ominous prognostication is not necessarily
fatal, its neutralization is not necessarily impossible, un-
less it i8 found to be repeated in both the hands.  Such
would be the case in reference to indications of the ap-
proach of insanity, the imminence of violent death, pre-
disposition to murder, etec.

We shall, however, furnish in Chapter V of the present
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16 HAND-BOOK OF MODERN PALMISTRY.

book some practical directions as to the simplest and
surest method of examining one’s own hand, or the hand
of another person.

We now come to a consideration of the elements, first,
of the science of CHrroaNoMY, and, secondly, of tkat of
CHIROMANCY.

A statement of general principles must be given-be-
fore we can proceed to the details of their application.

ITI.
THE BASIS OF CHIROGNOMY.

In the foregoing chapter, it was stated that the Astral
Fluid is an emanation from the seven principal astronomi-
cal spheres. These are as follows:

Firstly, Jupiter; secondly, Satwrn; thirdly, the
Sun ; fourthly, Mercury; fifthly, Mars; sixthly, the
Moon ; seventhly, Venus.

We absorb the fluid through the ends or tips of the
fingers; the predominance of particular elements of the
fluid issuing from one or the other of the heavenly bodies
is manifested by prominences, or natural elevations called
mounts, which are found either at the roots of the fingers
or upon the side of the palm from the little finger to the
wrist. '

Hence, the founders of Astrology and its adepts lay
down the following propositions :

The thumb, which is the principal dlgltal extremity
(its use being man’s characteristic distinction, as com-
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THE BASIS OF CHIROGNOMY. 17

pared with the rest of the animal creation), the fAumb
is under the influence of Venus, the for¢finger under
that of Jupziter ; the middle finger under that of Saturn ;
the ring-finger under that of the Sun, the little finger
under that of Mercury.

-Lastly, under the prominence or mount of Mercury,
we find, on the hand’s inside edge,* two mounts : first, the
mount of Mars, and, secondly, the mount of the Moon ;
the latter, accordingly, being adjacent to the wrist.

‘We do not have here at our disposal the space necessary
to explain in detail the methods by which it has been as-
certained that the different digital extremities and the
different parts of the hand are respectively under these
different influences. Suffice it to say, at this time, that
these propositions rest upon substantial grounds; they
have been fortified by the experience of ages, and are
wholly unassailable.

We here furnish a representation of the inner suface
of the hand, showing the exact position of each of the
mounts and their appellation in palmistry.

In Chirognomy, therefore, we repeat, inquiry is first +
directed to ascertain the presence or the absence, the
magnitude or the insignificance of these mounts, at the
same time taking note of the degree of influence each
exerts with reference to the character and temperament
of the individual under examination.

This process we denominate the Ezamination of the
Mounts. Farther on will be found a careful list of the

* The edge opposite to the thumb.

t We are speaking of independent chirognomy, according to Desbarrol-
les’ system and our own. D’Arpentigny, as will be explained, pays no
attention to the mounts.
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different symptoms belonging to this first series of obser-
vations.

Here, we will merely insert a table of the virtues and
vices indicated by each of the mounts, accepting, how-
ever, these indications (whether good or bad), only when
all the observations of both chirognomy and chiromancy
together, taken as a whole, unite in sustaining a favor-
able or unfavorable opinion.

Each mount, therefore, either indicates a propitious
tendency, hereinafter distinguished by the letter P.

Or an evil or malignant predisposition, hereinafter dis-
tinguished by the letter M.

The following is the table :

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MOUNTS.

ORBS.

P. M.
Jupiter. - | Generous ambition. Arrogance.
Saturn. Good luck. I luck.
The Sun. Love of art. Avarice.

: Intriguing disposition.
Mercury. Thirst for knowledge. Dishonesty.
Mars. Love of independence. Cruelty.
The Moon. | Imagination. Insanity.
Venus. Noble affection. Charity. % Lasciviousness.
Perversity.

'We would again state that the significance which be-
longs to the mounts depends upon a comparison and colla-
tion of all the observations made, taken as a whole, as will
appear more fully from the general context of this treatise.

W e have thus drawn attention to the mounts, which are
in fact the centres of attraction for the seven fluids which,
united in ever varying proportions, constitute what is
known as the Astral Fluid.
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The absorption of the fluid takes place at the extre-
mities of the hand, that is by the phalanxes of the fingers
on which the nails grow. The fluid is also absorbed, but
especially concentrated at the mounts.

It is well known that the electric fluid, which is only
a special form of the astral fluid, is attracted by points;
lightning-rods and many other modern instruments owe

-their construction to this fact.

As a logical deduction it results that the greater or
less ease with which any given individual absorbs the
fluid depends in a large measure upon the shape of the
Jingers.

Chirognomy, accordingly, distinguishes fingers into
three classes, representing three entirely distinet types,
upon which are grafted of course a multitude of varia-
tions, too numerous to be specified in detail here.

Fingers, with reference to the shape of the phalanx
on which the nail grows, are described as:

1. Pointed or conzcal.

2. Square.

The meanings of these terms are obvious.

3. Spatulated. This term is applied to fingers
which have the phalanx, on which the nail grows, shaped
like an apothecary’s spatula, that is, one the extremity of
which appears spread out.

To these observations with respect to the nail pha-
lanx, it is proper to add—having reference always to the
greater or less degree in which the fluid has the power of
penetrating the human body—it is proper to add a fur-
ther remark, which relates to the presence or absence of
Knots or enlargements of the bone, either between the
phalanx on which the nail grows and the second or
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middle phalanx, or, between the second phalanx and the
phalanx by which the finger is attached to the hand proper.

A knot between the nail phalanx and the second
phalanx is called the Philosopher’s Knot.

A knot between the second phalanx and the phalanx
by which the finger is joined to the hand itself is known
as the Knot of Order in Material Things.

Our illustration No. 2 represents the two principal
types of knots found upon human hands.

‘When there are knots, the course of the fluid is, of

course, impeded.
—. Fingers having such %nots are characteristic of per.
sons of reflective temperament, not creatures of impulse,
but rather matter-of-fact persons, and at all events less
sensitive to those occult influences by Whlch Wwe are sur-
rounded.

Smooth fingers, <. e., without knots, on the contrary,
are found upon persons of exalted intelligence, artists,
women, persons guided by intuition rather than by reason.
Such persons are often of rare merit, often also wayward,
and sometimes even crazed.

Without going further into detail, we will simply pre-
sent a summary statement based upon the Zheory of the
Astral Fluid, in its relations to :—

Conical fingers.—Easy absorption of fluid; heavenly
influence.

Square fingers.—Absorption impeded; conflict be-
tween the terrestrial and the heavenly influences.

Spatulated fingers.— Absorption, difficult; the terres-
trial prevails over the heavenly.

And, furthermore, in recapitulation ; When these three
kinds of fingers are - |
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ILLUSTRATION NoO. 2.

THE KNOTS.

I. KNOT OF THE PHILOSOPHER.
II. KNOT OF ORDER IN MATERIAL THINGS.
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THE BASIS OF CHIROGNOMY. 21

Smooth, the heavenly influence is triumphant, suscep-
tibility is manifest.

When there are knots, the material part of our nature
obstructs the influence we call heavenly or divine.

- Finally, when the fingers are long as well as knotty,
human reason has time to make itself felt, and decision is
not arrived at without deliberation. They indicate also
love of minutie and details.

But ¢f they are pointed, short and smooth, the whole
being is all the more quickly taken possession of by the
Astral Fluid. It is then a sure symptom of general,
abstract, comprehensive ideas. For a thorough examina-
tion and classification of the varied combinations of differ-
ent kinds of phalanxes, knots, etc., etc., and the precise
signification of each, see below.

The regular progression of the Astral Fluid, from the
extremity of the phalanx on which the nail grows to the
wrist, has naturally led to a division of the hand into
three principal parts, that it is to say:

The fingers, from the extremities to the prominences
or mounts found at their junction with the main part of
the hand.

The Aollow of the hand, which extends from the be-
ginning of the fingers (though not from that of the thumb)
as far as an imaginary line drawn horizontally across the
hand above the mount of the Moon.

Lastly, the palm * which embraces the mounts of
Venus and of the Moon, and the upper part of the wrist.

* ¥ Notwithstanding this division, which is strictly technical, we shall
occasionally use the term pga/m, as in common parlance, as descriptive of
all that portion of the hand which extends from the separation of the
fingers to the wrist.
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With this division is connected the great theory of the
three worlds, the heavenly world, the terrestrial world,
and the subterranean world. Philosophers, who accept
the Chaldean and Persian doctrines of antagonizing in-
fluences of heaven and hell, perpetually at war, which
have for battle-field the earth (or man’s heart and mind)
such philosophers insist, and in our opinion very properly,
upon the importance of this division of the hand ; it is in
itself an image, and as it were, the reflection of man’s -
whole being.

We will not, however, pause to dwell upon it, referring
the reader for its fuller consideration to treatises of larger
volume, though, it is sincerly hoped no more exact, clear,
or conclusive than the present.

It only remains, in order to finish this brief statement
of the principles of chirognomy, among the indispensable
elements of an examination, to call attention to:

The hand’s dryness or softness ;

- The stiffness or flewibility of the palm ;

"And, especially, or rather we would say, first of all,
the shape and formation of each particular part of the
thumb.

Allusion has already been made to this point, but we
must insist upon its importance, as it cannot be too dis-
tinctly impressed upon the mind.

Sir Isaac Newton himself used to say that: ¢ Man’s
thumb, in the absence of all other evidence, could fur-
nish sufficient proof of God’s existence.”

The position of the thumb, opposite to the fingers, is
regarded by men of science as the most marked character-
istic by which the human being is distinguished from the
rest of the animal creation. :
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 8.

POINTED OR CONICAL FINGERED HANOD.
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ILLUSTRATION NoO. 4.

SQUARE FINGERED HAND.
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ILLUSTRATION No. 5.

SPATULATE FINGERED HAND.
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THE BASIS OF CHIROGNOMY. 23

But a fact not so familiarly known is, that per-
sons, born idiots, have thumbs without strength, withered,
and constantly buried in the inside of the hand, and fin-
gers folded over upon the thumbs, as if to exclude the
entrance of any external fluid.

Another similar fact is that epileptics, in their fits and
while a prey to the most violent convulsions, in like manner
fold in their thumbs. So do also all dying persons, thereby
manifesting their absolute renunciation of vital volition ;
it is as though some mysterionus announcement of the
beginning of the end were thus made to man by means
of his thumb.

Babes, also, up to the time of the awakening of intel-
ligenee, keep their fingers shut over their thumbs, and keep
their hands even longer doubled up, or only partly opened.

The significance of these physiological facts, in their
relation to the theories now under consideration, is obvious,

If man’s brief epitome is found in the hand, that of
the hand is found in the thumb.

In every chirognomic examination, therefore, attention
must be directed in the first place to the'thumb, to the
mount of Venus, where its ascent begins, to each of its
two phalanxes, to the articulation which unites them, to
its form, its proportions, in a word to its physiognomy,
both in general and in detail.

Now, reader, open your left hand, for our atten-
tion will be directed, for the present, almost exclusively
to this hand ; open it moderately, without causing undue
tension of the skin and invoke the aid of Chéromancy, in
order that you may read, under the light of its principles,
your past, now beyond all remedy, and the future yet in
store for you.
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IV.

THE BASIS OF CHIROMANCY.

As in Chirognomy, it became necessary to determine
the sitnation of the seven mounts whose characteristics
are of such capital importance to the adept in modern
palmistry, so, here, in Chiromancy, our first duty is to
search for the seven principal lines that are found traced
upon the palm of almost all human beings. In their
form, direction, combinations, or, so' to speak, vitality,
that is, in their active energy and in their pass1v1ty, con-
gists the essence of Chiromancy.

These lines are the following:

1. The Line of the Heart or Mensal (from the Latin
mensa, table), which crosses the hand horizontally, skirt-
ing the base of the mounts of the fingers, but not of the
thumb.

2. The Lineof the Head. This line is parallel to the
Line of the heart, but starts from beneath the mount of
Jupiter, and ends on the mount of Mars.

3. The Line of Life, or Vital Line, which starts
from the base of the mount of Jupiter, passes around the
bottom of the thumb, that is, the mount of Venus, and
ends at the wrist.

4. The Line of Saturn, or the Saturnian Line, which
is perpendicular to the Lines of the heart and the head. It
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ILLUSTRATION NoO. 6.

THE SEVEN PRINCIPAL LINES.

1. LINE oF HEART. 2. LINE oF HEAD. 3. LINE OF LIFE.
4. LINE OF SATURN, §. LINE oF THE SUN. 6. LINE OF THE LIVER.
7. VENUS'S RING.
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THE BASIS OF CHIROMANCY. 25

starts from the wrist, or some point upon the inside of
the palm, and comes to an end somewhere near or upon
the mount of Saturn.

5. The Line of the Sun is nearly parallel with the Line
of Saturn, and terminates after having ascended the
mount of the Sun a certain distance.

6. The Line of the Liver, or Hepatic Line crosses
the hand diagonally from the neighborhood of the base
of the Line of life to the mount of Mercury, upon which
it stretches for a certain distance.

7. Venus's Ring, a line which forms a semi-circle and
stretches from between the mounts of Jupiter and Saturn
as far as the mount of the Sun.

We have thus briefly given the designations of the
seven principal Lines, upon the assumption of their being
normal in direction, form and value; but it is only upon
the ideal hand, called the Zand of extreme happiness, that
these lines are found in such perfect development. It is,
however, the ordinary hand, with all its contradictions
and surprises, that properly forms the subject of our in-
vestigation ; it is for the ordinary hand, more particu-
larly, that the methods hereinafter described are intended.
We limit ourselves here to a mere description or outline
of the hand’s geography.

We give an illustration showing the hand and its
seven principal lines. ‘

If our intention had been to place before the reader’s
eye an ideal hand—the hand of ewtreme happiness—three
subsidiary lines should be found upon the cut, which are
secondary and exceptional ; they are:
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8. The Line of Mars.—This Line is sister to the Line
of Life, and concentric with it.

9. The armlet or guard (in Latin, the restmcta), a line
which borders upon the wrist, and encompasses it like a
half-bracelet.. If it is repeated several times, each repeti-
tion indicates a period of thirty years of life. This is,
however, upon the understood condition that this sign is
not contradicted by other indications of greater import-
ance. A triple armlet receives the name of the magic
bracelet.

10. A happy lme going from the middle of the
mount of Venus to the inside of the mount of Merecury,
crossing the hand diagonally above the hepatic line. This
Line, which is very seldom seen, has no special name, no
doubt by reason of its extreme rarity.

At the extremities of the principal Lines ramifications
will be found. When they correspond in form and
direction with certain principles, which will be laid
down bye-and-bye, a favorable interpretation is put upon
them. Under those circumstances they give additional
weight to the favorable prognostication indicated by the
mere fact of their presence.

The presence, the direction and the character of the
seven principal Lines and of the three subsidiary ones
form the principal elements in the examination of the
hand, considered according to the principles of Charo-
mancy.

Besides them, reference may also be had to certain
signs or marks found either upon the Lines themselves, or
upon the mounts adjacent, or upon the spaces which se-
parate the Lines from one another.
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These marks assume the following forms with greater
or less clearness and distinctness. They are, thus:

| -*- Stars.

Squares.
® Points.
(@) Circles.

TO_ Islands.
2\ Triangles.

X Crosses.

Grates or Grating.

It is to be clearly understood that these marks or signs
are independent of the Lines themselves in the sense of
not being produced by the combination or intersection
of those Lines.

Such combination or intersection, however, produces
certain figures upon the hand, which can be easily distin-
guished ; their examination is also of considerable im-
portance in chiromancy.

Of these figures the two principal are:

1. Tee FieLp oF Mars. This is a triangle formed
upon the hollow of the hand by the intersection of the
Line of the Head, the Line of Life and the Hepatic Line.

When the outline of this triangle is mot. distinctly
traced, the positien it ought to occupy can still be easily
determined on every hand, and the conclusions deduced
by chiromancy in relation to it are equally certain.

Of the Field of Mars there are three parts:

Coogle



28 HAND-BOOK OF MODERN PALMISTRY.

The Supreme Angle, formed by the intersection of
the Line of the Head and the Line of Life;

The Angle on the Right at the intersection of the
Line of Life and the Hepatic Line.

The Angle on the Left at the intersection of the Line of
the Head and the Hepatic Line.

2. The QuaprangLe which comprises all the space
between the Line of the Heart and the Line of the Head.

" Besides these two grand combinations of the principal
lines there are a multitude of other combinations which
will be duly considered in the part of this work which
treats of interpretation.

Thus far, we have confined ourselves to a description
of the hand as viewed in the light of Chiromancy without
referring to the import of the Lines, figures or combinations
having limited ourselves to a description of them. Until
now, this work was merely one of enumeration and state-
ment, but it was a task which required careful attention.

Unless the reader has clearly fixed in his mind and
memory every one of the elements that have thus been in-
dicated, the study of details and interpretation of menutie
upon which we are now about to enter will be unintelli-
gible, irksome and fatiguing.

Upon the other hand, however, if the student has
mastered—no difficult work—the distribution of Mounts,
Lines and Figures, he may begin the study of the second
part of this treatise without any apprehension of a lack of
interest and without fatigue.

Then he will be able to read, with absolute certainty
of its truth, his own history, that of all those in whom he
takes an interest, and that of those who may ask him such
information.
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V.

THE SCIENCE OF PALMISTRY.

Its PracricAL APPLICATION.

The elements already enumerated, having been now
thoroughly explained, we proceed to state the order and
method proper to be adopted in reading the indications
afforded by any hand presented.

And here we speak of an interpretation, complete, gen-
uine, methodical, one that considers a hand in the light
both of chirognomy and of chiromancy.

Such an examination is not the careless work of a few
minutes. To be made with accuracy it requires consid-
erable time, perfect silence; no one but the interpreter
and the subject examined to be present,and on the part of
the latter there should be a certain feeling of respect,
and at least enough of faith to exclude a disposition to
carp at every assertion that may be made.

We would add that, as far as poseible, all the observa-
tions that are made should be reduced to writing, otherwise
their interpretation cannot be undertaken with any chance
of success. If the results indicated by science are
announced as fast as the indications are noted, a needless
and undesirable confusion will be produced in the mind
of the subject, a confusion due to the fact that these indi-
cations taken singly seldom fail to present an apparent
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contradiction, although taken together the results they es-
tablish are perfectly harmonious.

We will now describe the course of procedure.

The subject to be examined having been introduced,
We say to him:

First.—* Please hold out both your hands, with the
palns horizontal and downwards, the fingers partly open,
in the position to which you are accustomed.”

Then, by inspection, we ascertain :

a. The size of the hands.

b. The form of the phalanxes on which grow the nails.

¢. The presence or absence of knots at the joints.

d. The form of the different parts of the thumb.

Secondly.—We ask: “Please turn your hands.”

Then, by inspection, or by actual touch, we ascertain :

a. The characteristics of the palms.

b. The characteristics of the fingers.

¢. Whether the hands are diaphanous.

d. Whether there are prominences or mounts, and, if
so, whether or not of considerable size.*

This completes the Chirognomic examination.

It will be ohserved that this examination merely sup-
plies general data for investigation: character, vague
tendencies, habits of life. Definite and exact facts, ndz¢-
vidualized facts, if the expression may be allowed, can
only be obtained by an examination conducted upon the

(*) We freely admit that in this respect our system varies materially
from that of d’Arpentigny, inasmuch as the latter pays no attention
either to prominences or mounts, nor to the distribution of the Astral Fluid
throughout the different parts of the hands. But we beg leave to repeat

. what we have already said, this work attempts a fusion of systems, and
seeks to combine them all in one great whole, built up with care and
essentially logical in all its parts.
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principles of chiromancy. The manner in which such
- examination is to be conducted we will now proceed to
describe. .

Thirdly.—* You may again resume control of your
right hand. Be kind enough to lay your left hand upon
the table; open it, not too widely, without straining the
gkin too much. Permit us now, before we go on with
our examination, to put you a single question. Before
coming here to submit to this examination, have you
made any effort which could affect the circulation of
your blood ? If so, we would recommend postponing the
examination to some other time, as the Lines on the
hand will not have their normal color and will lead us
into error. But if not, we will go on with our examina-
tion.”

‘We then take note in succession of :

a. The Line of the Heart.

b. The Line of the Head.

¢. The Line of Life.

d. The Line of Saturn.

e. The Line of the Sun.

J- The Hepatic Line, or Line of the Liver.
g. Venus’s Ring.

k. The Armlet.

¢. Possible Subsidiary Lines.

J- The Field of Mars.

k. The Quadrangle.

. The Independent Marks or Signs.

In inspecting the elements from a to % inclusive,
attention is given, as a matter of course, to the ramifica-
tions, breaks, intersections, and various marks found upon
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the lines themselves or affecting the Field of Mars or the
Quadrangle.

‘When the inspection has been once completed, with a
careful attention to detail that can alone ensure absolute
verity upon thissubject, and for which we ourselves make
use of a powerful magnifying glass of sufficient size, we
append to each observation its special significance in
chiromancy.

And we would say, by the way, that everyone who owns
this work will be able by its help and without any fur-
ther assistance to find an interpretation of every possible
hypothesis. ' :

From this examination as a whole, from the totality of
the observations, and not otherwise, we deduce our con-
clusions in their application to the subject under exami-
nation ; that is to say, we then proceed to announce aloud
the elements of prosperity or misfortune that must have
predominated in his past life.

But before entering upon disclosures relative to his
future existence, it is necessary for us to first ascertain
the precise age at which the various events of the past or
of the future have taken place, or are destined to take
place.

By means of an ordinary compass, used according to
rules which will be clearly explained in the following
chapter, we ascertain the different periods in the life of the
person under examination during which particular events
in his life have occurred, or will occur.

All that will then remain for us to do will be to
group these revelations symmetrically together, revela-
tions for which we are indebted not to any peculiar power
of divination personal to ourselves, but to an application
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which any one can make) of an admirable system of rules
and laws, the fruit of ages of experience, of observations
made upon millions of human beings, rules and laws that
have, by this experience and by these observations, been
placed beyond doubt, and ascertained to be worthy of
implicit confidence.

The preliminary part of the author’s work has now
been completed. He has said all that it was his intention
to say with regard to the history of the science and of its
theories, and has completed his exposition, at once prac-
tical and simple, of the method of interpretation.

The rest of the volume, which in reality forms its
most important part, comprises, firsf, several series of
studied remarks, carefully classified and applicable to
almost every examination possible.

And secondly our work will terminate :

1. With descriptions of a certain number of dif-
Jerent types of hands.

a. Hands of ordinary varieties.

b. Hands belonging to individuals dominated by one
of the seven capital sins.

c. Hands of persons whom it is best to avoid.

2. With an Alphabetical Catalogue of the vices, vir-
tues, important events, diseases, divers fatalities, both
favorable and unfavorable, that may control or form part

_of every human being’s existence.

Appended to each phenomenon contained in this cata-
logue of the facts of fate and physiology will be found
the various chirognomic or chiromantic indications by
which they are revealed upon the hand.

An unintelligent use of such a repertory would be

Coogle



34 HAND-BOOK OF MODERN PALMISTRY.

dangerous and would lead to the assumption of many un-
truths, if employed merely for the interpretation of a
single isolated symptom presented by a hand. It is only
from an examination of the hand as A wroOLE that revela-
tions are afforded in which implicit faith may be placed.
This is a point upon which we cannot insist too strongly.

3. Finally, we shall conclude with extracts from cele-
brated authors, who accept the doctrines of chiromancy
and proclaim their truth. In this last chapter, which
will form a kind of Appendix ad referendum, we shall
"insert the authentic narrative of interviews with Lamar-
tine and Dumas, both of which relate to palmistric inves-
tigations of the deepest interest.

VI

How TO ASCERTAIN THE DIFFERENT PERIODS
ofF LirE By THE HAND, ACCORDING TO THE
RuLes oF CHIROMANCY.

“ Please open the left hand, extend the palm and
place your hand upon the table.”

1. We take a compass of ordinary size, we put one point
upon the middle of the root of the forefinger and the.
other upon the middle of the root of the ring-finger, then,
without remeoving the first point from its position, we
describe an arc of a circle cutting the Line of Life at a
certain point.

The portion of the Line of Life included between the
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point at which it begins, between the thumb and the
forefinger, and the above mentioned point of intersection
will form the first period of ten years.

2. Leaving the first point of the compass in its original
position, we put the second between the root of the ring-
finger and that of the little finger, and draw an arc of a
circle concentric with the first, and at the point of inter-
section with the Line of Life, we mark : twenty years.

3. The first point still placed as before, we place the
second at the root of the little finger, and draw another
concentric arc of a circle. At the point of intersection
with the Line of Life, we mark: thirty years.

4. With the first point of the compass still in its
original position and the second touching the edge (or
percussion) of the hand, a new arcisdrawn. At its inter-
section with the Line of Life, we have : forty years.

5. The first point being still as before, and the second
carried along the percussion, a little beyond the Line of
the Heart, another arc. At its intersection with the Line
of Life, we mark: fifty years.

6. The first point as before, the second advanced the
same distance as at the trial next previous, a fresh arc, at
the point of intersection, we mark : siaty years.

7. The first point as before, the second advanced still
further along the percussion, the same distance as upon
the two trials next previous, still another arc, and at the
new point of interesection, we mark : seventy years.

8. The first point as before, the second point carried
along the percussion for a distance equal to two-thirds of
that which it was advanced at each of the three next pre-
vious trials, another arc is drawn, and at the new point of
intersection we mark : eighty years.
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9. The first point of the compass as before, the second
is carried along the percussion a distance equal to two-
thirds of that it was advanced upon the last mentioned
trial, we draw another arc, and at its intersection with the
Line of Life, we mark : nenety years.

Here we will stop, having reached a number of years
sufficiently respectable. To pass this age would be no
blessing ; how few men or women reach even the age of
eighty without having become a terrible burden both to
themselves and to all who surround them.

A single remark is needed, but it is one of great im-
portance. :

The mere fact that the Line of Life includes nine or ten
sections, in the manner above described, does not in itself
alone furnish positive proof that the person under exam-
ination will reach the venerable age it would tend to in-
dicate. In palmistry—and we cannot repeat it too often—
any single isolated observation, if considered by itself
alone, without reference to others, is but a delusion and a
snare.

Like a conscientious physician, a chiromantist relies
only upon a thorough and complete diagnosis, and he
insists rigorously upon this condition before venturing to
pronounce a definite opinion.
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ILLUSTRATION NoO. 7.

THE PERIODS OF LIFE IN THE HAND.
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the hand and to the body, hard to the touch, wnduly
thick. Instincts almost brutal, at all events, fraught with
material danger for others.

Long, with fingers of medium length, wellformed and
rather hard. Ingenuity, lack of perseverence, tendency
to thievishness. _

Pliable, thickness and surface proportioned to the
thumb and fingers. Aptitude for the enjoyments of life,
excitability under the influence of the imagination.

Pliable, but disproportionately large. Selfishness
and sensuality.

II.—GENERAL ASPECT OF THE FINGERS.

Short, thick, fat at the ends. Thief, Liar, generally
bad instinets, cruelty.

Big, swollen at the roots. Gross instincts, gluttony,
gensuality.

Long and straggling. Scoundrelism, imposture.

Unated, as if to strike a drum. Versatility, unchari-
table opinions of others.

Drispersed. Poverty, emptiness of mouth, inability
to acquire wealth.

Habitually turned back. Injustice, subtlety, knavish-
ness. N
Easily turned back with the help of the other hand.
Sagacity, love of knowledge, natural adroitness.

Strong and bony. Prudence, capacity.

Trembling. Drunkenness.

Spasmodically contracted. Nervous temperament.

Lll-placed, irregularity of contour. Want of energy
frivolity, poverty. .
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IT1.—PrEsENCE OR ABSENCE OF KNo1s.—FoRM oF THE
Praraxx on waicH THE NaiL erows.—ForM oF
THE PHALANX WHICH ADJOINS THE HAND PROPER,
or THE “ CoNNECTING PHALANX.”

Knots, all extremely prominent. Methodical, punc-
tual, given to reflection.

Total absence of knots (Smooth fingers). Artistic
tendencies, mind guided by intunition and not by rea-
soning.

Large knot between the nail phalanx and the
second phalanz (“ Philosopher’s knot”). Ideas well
systematized. Characterizes reasoners, sceptics; if the
rest of the fingers are smooth, Utopians.

Large knot between the second phalanz and the con-
necting phalanz (knot of “Order in Material Things ).
Strongly developed love of system in regard to all mate-
rial things. This knot is found upon merchants, specula-
“tors, and when in excess, upon selfish persons.

Fingers conical and free from knots. Inability to
understand practical life. Characterizes poets, artists,
dreamers. Taste for the refinements of life. Talkative-
ness and frivolity.

Conical fingers with knots (tips moderately large).
The poetry of the intellect ; a philosophical bent ; induec-
tive faculty and scientific aptitude.

Smooth and conical fingers, the nail phalanx of a
clear amber color. A free-thinker’s hand; scorn of
tyranny in all its forms; elevated religious sentiments
without reference to creeds or forms.

Fingers smooth and diaphanous. Curiosity, indis-
creetness.
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Fingers smooth and square. Administrative methods
and theories. Not dreamers but thinkers. If they do
not soar to the higher regions of poetry, they attain suc-
cess in current literature, the plastic arts, &ec.

Fingers knotty and square. The same tendencies as
the foregoing, but strengthened with a strong dose of
good sense, love of order and practical usefulness.

Fingers smooth and spatulated. Aptitude for me-
chanical science and war ; practical tendencies ; concen-
tration of mind upon terrestrial things; talent for
mathematics.

Knots, discoverable but not large, fingers partly
square, partly spatulated (ordinary. masculine hand).
Moderate inspiration, with capacity for realization.

Connecting phalanx thick, enlarging the base of the
Jingers. Xeen enjoyment of material pleasures.

1V.—PEecuLiarITIES CONCERNING THE HANDS, THE FINGERS,
THE NAIL PEHALANXES, THE KNOTS AND PARTICULARLY
THE THUMB.

The Uittle finger not extending as for as the beginning
of the nail phalanx of the ringfinger. Men under
petticoat government ; that is to say, not masters in their
own houses.

All the fingers smooth. Faculty of judging at first
sight. With persons who have such fingers, the first im-
pulse is always the best.

Also, total lack of order, method and system.

Among musicians : Square fingers. Good execution,
lack of dominant inspiration.

Spatulated fingers. Special to instrumental-
ists ; orchestra leaders.
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Conical fingers. Singers.
It is to be noticed, that with the last named artists a
practical turn of mind is seldom very fully developed.
Fingers habitually turned back. One must beware of
such persons. The indication is of such serious import,
that it must be constantly verified by a full examination
of both hands in all their characteristics.

THE THUMBE.

This member, in chirognomy, plays a part of over-
shadowing importance. For this reason we have already
alluded to it several times. Its careful study, if neces-
sary, might be accepted as a substitute for all the rest
of the regular chirognomic examination. This, however,
does not prevent its being more advisable, as a rule, not
to limit inquiry to this particular element.

We only reckon two phalanxes as forming parts of the
. thumb:

The nail phalana.

And the second phalan.

In fact the third phalanx is really only the Mount of
Venus. The attributes of this mount have been already
suggested incidentally, and, bye-and-bye, room will be
found for their still further discussion.

By way of general diagnosis, we would say that:

The nail phalanx of the thumb represents will, and,
also, invention, self reliance, and sometimes even domina-
tion.

When the nal phalanz of the thumb is ¢ strong” the
will is powerful, energetic; self-confidence is great, the
ideal is high.
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The nail phalanx of the thumb being “too long,”’
energy rises even to despotism.

The nail phalanx of the thumbd being of  medium,”’
length, we find vis ¢nertie taking the place, to a certain
extent, of a will full of energy and action.

The nail phalan of the thumb short: Vacillation, hesi-
tation, self-distrust, a tendency to adopt the ideas of others.

The nail phalane of the thumb very short : Careless-
ness, absolute indifference ; hopes exalted or discouraged,
without reason and without results.

The second phalanx of the thumb represents logic,
judgment, reasoning.

Long and strong : Reason will be powerful.

Short: The reasoning power will be feeble, or even
wholly wanting.

The Mount of Venus, or the thumb’s third phalanz,
denotes the supremacy, more or less complete, of the senses.

The Mount of Venus, very thick and very long:
Predominance of the animal passions.

The Mount of Venus of medium size and in corre-
spondence with the rest of the hand : A reasonable inclina~
tion for sensual pleasures ; a hearty good will in relation
to the rest of the world.

The Mount of Venus, weak, low, hardly wvisible:
Insensibility to the temptations of the flesh, and, at the
same time, no warmth of heart under any of the circum-
stances of life.

TauMB VIEWED A8 A WHOLE.

Thumb, of insignificant proportions, fingers smooth :
Sign of poety ; inspiration predominant ; the victim, also,
of irresolution.
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Nazl phalanx of the thumb tapering, second phalanx
weak, fingers smooth : Heart trinmphant over the reason.

Thumb large, fingers smooth: Aptitude for occult
sciences.

Zhumb large and strong : The brain and logic control
the actions. Reflexion controls the first impulse. The
mind absolute master.

Thumbd large, knotty, nail phalane square or spatu-
lated : Aptitude for business and the exact sciences.

By way of recapitulation, we would say :

With respect to the thumb :

. The connecting phalanxz manifests the power of the
senses ; |

The middle phalanz is indicative of the control of
the reason ;

The nail phalane implies the existence of personal
will, or the influence, more or less strong, of supreme or
divine power.

All the variations and combinations, resulting from
these three axioms, we will proceed to verify by the estab-
lished rules of chiromancy. _

We finish our remarks upon the thumb by calling
attention to the fact that the habit of concealing the
thumbd in the hand indicates sordid and rapacious
tendencies.

Appended to this brief review will be found several
sketches representing different varieties of the thumb.
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VIIL

THE PROTUBERANCESOR “MOUNTS”
UPON THE HAND.

As we have already remarked, the examination of the
elevations, or mounts upon the hand, forms, more particu-
larly, a part of the science of chirognomy—if reference is
had to the etymological signification of the wosd—and
in our preliminary observations (see Chapter I1I) we have
classified it accordingly.

But, inasmuch as D’ Arpentigny absolutely repudiates
the astral influence and the consequences it produces and
founds his system strictly upon physiological doctrines
of his own, we deem it proper to devote a separate and
distinet chapter entirely to the Mounts of the Hand.

For the exact situation of these mounts, we refer to

. Chapter III, just cited. With reference to each of the
mounts, we inquire whether it is normal, in excess or ab-
sent, and we will give the interpretation of each of these
three hypothesis.

1. JuprTER.

Normal: Religious mind; nobly disposed ambition ;
healthy enjoyments; honorable distinction; domestic
happiness ; love of nature.

Excessive: Superstition; exaggerated pride; love of
display.
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Absent : Indolence; selfishness; irreligion; want of
dignity ; degrading proclivities.

2. SATURN.

Normal : Indication identical with that of the Line of
the same name, in its actual state. The reader is referred,
therefore, to the long paragraph that treats of this Line,
one of the most important found upon the hand.

Eicessive: Morbid melancholy, love of solitude, un-
healthy religiousness, remorse, predisposition to suicide.

Absent : Eventless life.

The mount of Saturn is seldom abrupt, seldom very
prominent. This results from the fact that Saturn does
not represent absolute fatality, but merely probable des-
tiny, essentially in subordination to other dominant ten-
dencies, and above all to the will. Moreover, the Line
of Saturn serves as an ample substitute for the mount
whenever the latter is weak or not discernible.

3. TrE Smfz.

Normal: Love of the fine arts and of the pleasures of
the intellect ; of all that is purest and noblest in life ; uni-
versal benevolence, serenity, opulence of fortune; for
“the Sun coins Money.”

Eircessive: Immoderate love of wealth, ostentation,
notoriety at any price.

Absent: Material existence, matter-of-fact disposition ;
indifference in regard to matters relating to the fine arts
and the intellect; life as monotonous as a “ rainy day.”

Farther on will be found considerations on the Line
of the Sun, which will serve as the complement of the
mount’s interpretation.
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4. MERCURY.

Normal : Love of science, of brain-work ; aptitude for
commerce and manufacturing ; inclination for honorable
speculations ; conception of useful combinations and in-
ventions ; activity; aptitude for the comprehension of
the occult sciences.

Fxcessive : Thievish propensities, propensity to per-
jury, to voluntary and ostentatious ignorance; spirit of
intrigue and duplicity. :

Absent: Total incapacity for the sciences, for busi-
ness ; uselessness of life.

5. Mags.

Normal : Indomitable courage, calmness.

Eixcessive : Violence' of temper, tyrannical spirit, in-
solence, quarrelsomeness, cruelty.

Absent : Cowardice, want of calmness.

6. Tar Moon.

Normal: Imagination, gentle melancholy, chaste as-
pirations ; sentimentality.

KEixcessive : Irregulated caprices, hopes ever deceived,
mental uneasiness, disordered brain.

Absent : Abortive imagination, ideas devoid of charm.

7. VENUS.

Normal : Beauty, grace, love of beautiful forms, of
galantry (in a good sense); charity and universal tender-
ness ; an honest desire to please.
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Euxcessive: Coquetry, licentiousness, vanity, laziness,
excessive frivolity in everything.

Absent : Coldness, selfishness, lack of energy, of ten-
derness and of heart in all the actions of life.

IX.

CHIROMANTIC OBSERVATIONS.
TueE SeveN PrincipaL LINEs.

I.—Tee Line or THE HgEArT.

Distinct, of good color, beginning at the mount of
Jupiter and running to the percussion® of the hand:
Good heart, love strong and happy.

Beginning under the mount of Saturn: Love sen-
sual rather than sentimental.

The principle of these two observations: Above the
line : 1deality ; below +¢: Materiality.

* The word *‘ Percussion ” is derived from the Latin percutere, to
strike. It is the part of the hand, the edge, which comes in contact with
any object struck, as for example, a table.

Coogle



48 HAND-BOOK OF MODERN PALMISTRY.

Appearing to run around the hand, or to transcend
the percussion: irregulated excess of affection, jealousy,
suffering caused by excessive affection.

In proportion to the linds length : strength or weak-
ness of attachments. _

Frequently interrupted : * Inconstancy, contempt for
women ; as many ruptures as broken attachments.

Interrupted under the mount of Saturn : Fatality.

Interrupted under the mount of the Sun : Infatuation,
foolish pride, even foolishness.

Interrupted between the mount of the Sun and the
mount gf Mercury : Ignorance and avarice. -

Interrupted under the mount of Mercury : Sordid
avarice. o
Taking the form of links, or meeting in vts course a
great many small lines : Inconstancy , petty intrigues.

Very red : Love violent, even capable to resort to
physical force. ,

Broad and very pale : Debauchery without affection
jndulgence of lew passions.

United, under the forefinger, with the Line of the Head
and the Line of Life: Violent death.

United, under the middlefinger, with the Line of the
Head and the Line of Life: Still stronger sign of violent
death.

It is necessary to bear in mind that observations of
this kind, <. e., very unfavorable, are not conclusive, except
when they concur in both the hands.

Bending, under the forefinger, toward the Line of the
Head without uniting with <¢: Evil instinets.

* The interruption of a line under one or the other of the mounts is
influenced by the mount, but always unfavorably.
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This indication needs to be confirmed by general obser-
vations.

Crossed by lines other than the prinicipal ones: Mis-
fortunes and disappointments equally numerous.

Red spots upon the lines: sufferings, physical and
‘moral, of the same number as that of the spots.

White spots upon the line: The same number of
amorous intrigues.

«  Bare, and without ramifications or branclwa Cold-
ness of heart, poverty.

Branches toward the mount of Jupriter, especially +f
there are three: W ealth and probably honors.

Bifurcated at the beginning, one branch extending
toward the mount of Jupiter, the other horizontal and
normal : Good fortune.

Bifurcated at the beginning, the second branch ab-
ruptly ending between the mounts of Jupiter and of
Saturn : Prosperity and tranquility of life — ¢ Aurea
mediocritas.”

Beginning abruptly and without branches under the
mount of Saturn : Violent death, short life.

Bifurcated, one branch extending toward the mount
of Saturn, the other toward the line of Life: Frequent
disappointments, numerous losses.

At the beginning, passing around the root of the fore-
Jinger like a ring and ending on the inside in the form
of a beard of wheat: Proficiency in occult sciences.

This form, which is extremely rare, is called Solomon’s
Ring.

Intersected by a line, which starts from the Line of
Life and extends toward the middlefinger : “ For women ”
danger in child-birth; “for men,” omen of violent death.
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This indication ought to be repeated in both hands.
Line absent: Bad faith, depravity, malice, implacable
will, violent death. '

2.—TnEe LINE oF THE HEAD.

Long and Straight : Sound judgment, firm will, well-
balanced mind.

Too long, extending beyond the beginning of the per-
cusston : Avarice, or at least extreme penuriousness.

Crossing the field of Mars and passing down the
mount of the Moon : Less certainty of judgment, imagi-
nation usurping the place of reason ; aesthetic tendencies.

The same tendency exaggerated: Superstition, roman-
tic exaggerations.

Descending a great distance down the mount of the
Moon ;: Mysticism.

Descending to the foot of the mount of the Moon :
Poverty; danger of death by drowning.

Forming a large cross upon the mount of the Moon
with the Hepatic Line or Line of the Liver: Religious
fanaticism.

Turning toward the fool of particular mounts: The
mind inclines to the characteristics represented by these
mounts.

Pale and broad: Want of intelligence and circum-
spection.

In Links: Lack of steadiness of mind.

In Links, somewhat colored: Pronounced want of
decision.
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Interrupted at the end, near the percussion: Danger
of wounds upon the head and throat.

Interrupted at the beginning: Danger of diseased
limbs ; blows and wounds upon the head.

Interrupted at various points : Life sickly and short.

Long, narrow and indistinct: Infidelity, treachery,
weakness.

Too thin: Discased liver, derangement of stomach
and brain, blue devils.

Broken up into two fragments, one superposed upon
the other, under the mount of Saturn : Death upon the
scaffold, or, at least, a mortal wound upon the head.

Not uniting with the Line of Life: Giddiness, fanci-
fulness ; likewise, hastiness of temper, jealousy, falseness ;
also, disease of the eyes.

United with the Line of Life by branches only :
Hastiness of temper, capriciousness; frequently, also, ill-
luck.

Round bunches on the line: Homicides, the number
of murders, the same as of the bunches.

When the bunches are pale: Murders have already
been committed.

When they are red : Murders are to be committed.

Red spots upon the line: Wounds on the head.

Whate spots : Scientific discoveries.

Cross in the middle of the line: Speedy death, or
dangerous wound.

Bifurcated at the end, one branch ewtending to the
mount of the Moon, the other straight: Self-deception
and treachery towards others. Great sign by which to
detect tricksters and hypocrites.
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Crooked, extending toward the Line of the Heart :-
Loss or shedding of blood ; foolishness.

Lixtending only as foar as the middle of  the hand :
Indecision, stupidity.

Ending under the mount of Saturn : Violent death.

Beginning under the mount of Saturn and extending
wn a dtraight line to the mount of Mars, with the Line of
the Heart insignificant : Believing one’s conduct guided
by affection, when in fact dictated by impulse.

Broken into two fragments inside the hand : Omens
of insanity resulting from disappointed affection. When
the Line of the Head in the other hand, is fine, the signifi-
cance of this sign is attenuated, but not wholly neuntralized.

Toward the end, turning toward the Line of the Heart
and touching <t : Early death, envy, ill-luck.

Turning toward but not reaching the Line of the
Heart : Giddiness, frivolity.

Turning back and extending between the middlefinger
and ring-finger : Apoplexy.

Accompanied throughout its course by a sister line :
Inheritances, health, success.

Approaching too near the Line gof the Heart : Palpita-
tions and syncope.

Crooked, irregularity in size, variety of color : Diseas-
ed liver, presumption, avarice, dishonesty.

Turning back toward the mount of Venus: Made
wretched by love, selfishness.

8.—Tee Lz or Lirk.

Long, well-shaped, of good color : Long and happy life,
good character.
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Short : Life short. Length of life in proportion to
that of the line (see Chap. VI, having reference to the
manner of reckoning the age according to the distribution
of the left hand).

Double, the second Line concentric with the first, it
18 called “the Line of Mars.”

The Line of Marsatones for the defects in the Line of
Life. When <t 8 perfect and of good color, it indicates :
Success in war. 700 high vn color : 'Want of self-control
in everything.

Line of Lafe zmpey;fect or in links: Life sickly and
painful.

Broad and deep, red in color or spotted with red :
Brutality, violence.

Color livid mingled with red: Furious passions.

Interrupted on one hand, and weak on the other:
Terrible illness. .

Interrupted on one hand, continous on the other : In-
fallible sign of a very serious illness, of which the germ is
not discernible.

In case the line 18 interrupted in both hands, and the
lower fragment turns toward the mount of Venus:
Certain death. .

W hen this fragment turns toward the hollow of the
hand : A little hope still left.

W hen, instead of beginning normally, it forms, at the
outset, a large branch in the direction of the Mount of
Jupiter : Satisfied ambition, honors, dignities, ete.

Several small branches at the top turning toward the
Jingers: Exuberance of emotion; desires easily excited.

Branches extending up to the Mount of Mars:.
Wealth, honors, after severe trials.
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Branches ewtending to the maiddle of the Line of the
Head : Honors, wealth. ‘

Branches turned downward : Loss of health, failure,
discouragement.

Interrupted by a great many small lines : Illnesses
(the number of illnesses and of lines the same.)

When these lines are hair lines and numerous, taken
together they indicatse : Affections of the head.

Circles on the Line: Occasional murders.

Ovals on the Line; one oval: Loss of one eye; two
ovals: Loss of two eyes.

A cross where the top branches separate: A mortal
disease at the epoch indicated by the situation of the
Cross.

Cross at the bottom, near the end; Person of charac-
ter and capacity threatened with material ruin.

A point low down on the Line: Violent death.

Small points, black or square, at the beginning of the
Line: Propensity to murder.

Unating with the Line of the Head and the Line of
the Heart: Almost incessant ill-luck, violent death.

Large space between the Line of Life and the Line of
the Head : Insanity, envy, falsehood.

W hen, in addition to the last tentioned facts, these
two lines are broad and red : Cruelty, vanity, immoderate
love of money, violent death.

The space between these two lines filled with small
lines: Stupidity, bad luck, envy.

Line of Life pale and broad: Evil instincts, bad
health, envy.

Bifurcated at the outset: Vanity, indecision, feeble-
ness. |

Coogle



[ ]
CHIROMANTIC OBSERVATIONS. 55

Very red at the outset : Mad violence.

Not continuous : Natural infirmities.

Deeply hollowed at the middle, the hollow followed by
several points : Sudden death.

Broken : Great calamity at the epoch indicated.

* Short, with two lines adjacent—one on the right, the
other on the left : Sudden death.

Branches running upward and spreading sideward :
Wealth and dignities.

Secondary lines which cross, successively, the Mount
of Venus, the Line of Life, the Line of the Head, and
even the Line of the Heart: Life ruined by affairs of the
heart.

Secondary lines which start from the Line of the
the Head and extend across to the Mount of Venus:
Wounds.

4.—Tue LINE orF SATURN.

Beginning at the foot of the Line of Life: Partakes
of the qualities of the Line of Life.

Beginning at the Field of Mars: Painful life, the
farther the Line enters upon the medius, the more pain-
ful the life. '

Beginning at the wrist; straight throughout, ending
at the beginning of the “medius,”’ and leaving a strong
mark upon the Mount ; especially if the Line comes to
an end upon the Mount, in the form of an ear of wheat :
Life prosperous in all its relations.

Line of similar character, but entering upon the
“medius :” Fatality in life, manifest destiny conspicuous
for good or for evil.
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Beginning at the Mount of the Moon and stretching
out in a straight line: Good fortune coming from the
favor of some person belonging to the opposite sex to
that of the person under examination.

Beginning at the Mount of the Moon, thence running-
strazght to the Line of the Heart, in which it loses itself,
and the Line of the Heart turning toward the Mount of
Jupiter : Happiness resulting from caprieious favor, fre-
quently amorous.

Beginning at the Mount of the Moon, straight through-
out and full of ascending branches ;: Frequent transitions
from poverty to wealth.

Beginning at the Line of Life, straight throughout ;
many ascending branches: Good fortune acquired by
merit ; generosity.

When met or crossed at its end by other Lines united
together : Fortune, good and bad alternately.

Entrances upon the “medius” finger : Each a bad
gign.

Entrances upon the wrist: Bad signs, the same in
number.

Beginning at the bottom of the hand, and broken off
abruptly where it touches the Line of the Heart : Happi-
ness destroyed in consequence of an affair of the heart;
sorrows caused by the affections.

Beginning at the same place and broken off as it
reaches the Line of the Head: Good opportunities lost
by wrong calculations ; affections of the brain.

Starting from the Line of the Head, and running in
a wavy line to the Mount of Saturn : Toil, labor, illness,
possibly a broken heart.

Under the same circumstances as the foregoing, if the
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Line is good, and the Line of the Head 1is perfect:
Happiness late in life, achieved by the intellect.

Double line upon the palm, wavy ; illnesses and in-
firmities resultmg from excessive indulgence in sexual
Ppleasures.

Line straeght, strongly colored at the top : Green old
age, scientific inventions; taste for horticulture, archi-
tecture.

Frequently cut or broken off : Life probably short ;
its joys and its sorrows, etc., coming in fits and starts.

Sometimes the Line of Saturn does not end upon the
mount of the same name. When such is the case, its
significance is changed as follows:

The Line of Saturn twrning toward the Mount of
Mercury : Success in business, the sciences, eloquence.

Turning toward the Mount of the Sun : Success in
the arts and in the acquisition of wealth.

Turning toward the Mownt of Jupiter : Success in
politics and in the pursuit of honors.

The propitious results in the three last mentioned
observations are not to be anticipated unless the line
is clear and straight from beginning to end.

When a secondary line, turning toward the Mount
of Jupiter, crosses the root of the forqﬁnger Excessive
pride.

Under the same circumstances, with a cross at the
end: Unheard of calamity.

Under the same circumstances, with a star ot the end :
Unheard of success. N

When the Line of Saturn unites with the said secon-
dary line, or turns toward it : '~ Pride carried to the pitch
of madness.
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Deep and red, ploughing a furrow into the mount,
penetrating the connecting phalanx of the medius and
terminating n a star: Fatal end, crime, danger of the
scaffold.

At the foot ending in a spiral, the rest of the line
clear and straight : Great misfortune followed by pros-
perity.

Beginning at the quadrangle and ending in the third,
phalanz of the Medius: Melancholy, death in prison.

At the end, lines conglomerated, cut off, crooked :
End of life unhappy.

Broken off, cut, twisted, patched, all that on the Field
of Mars: Struggles, physical or moral.

Absent : Life insignificant, vegetative.

5—TaE LiNE oF THE SUN.

Beginning either at the Line of Life, or, inside of
the Mount of Venus: In such case, it partakes of the
characteristics of its place of origin.

Strazght, very deep, clear, long, ploughing a furrow
across the Mount of the Sun : Either distinction in the
arts, or love of wealth; answer to be sought in the gen-
eral indications of the hand. | '

Very distinct and very deep: Favor of influential
persons.

Crossed by lines upon the Mount of the Sun : Artistic
efforts obstructed by difficulties.

1f double or triple, and if these two or three lines are
crooked and of equal strength : Fitful application to dif-
ferent branches of art, powers wasted without result.
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Two bramches of equal dimensions, forming the letter
V: Energy wasted through dissipation of powers.

Ending in three branches : The first indicates artistic
tendencies, the second holds out promise of wealth, the
the third of fame; but the danger is great that all this
will prove but a vain hope, or that wealth alone will be
achieved. ,

Three fragments which unite to form a single line,
a8 they cross the Line of the Heart : Reputation, artistic
success, good fortune.

Three lines of the same size straight and wvery deep,
and crossing the Mount of the Sun : High reputation.

Touched but not intersected by short horizontal lines:
Obstacles, caused by the malevolence of those in power.

Very neat line, but intersected and, as it were, oblit-
erated by a strong dash : Failure in spite of repeated
efforts, and of the most brilliant expectations.

6.—Tae Hepatic LinE or LINE oF THE LIVER.

Long, straight, of good color, moderately broad : Good
health, rich blood, harmonious physical development.
Good memory, integrity, success in business.

Wavy and fluttering : Bilious temperament, loyalty
uncertain. |
 Well formed and neat, ascending to the Mount of
Mercury : Health in old age.

Thick, but cut off : Illness in old age.

Irregular in color, red toward the Line of the Head :
Disease of the head.

Narrow, red in the middle : Predisposition to fever.
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Red toward the Line of Life : Heart disease.

When it turns toward the peroussion, after having
crossed the Mount of the Moon : Character capricious in
the extreme ; sea voyages.

Separated from the Line of Life: Heart feeble, ten-
dency to a rush of blood to the heart.

Crossed by a short line, which forms a cross with it :
IHness to be soon expected.

Straight and hollowed out : Rigidity of character.

Broken off, or cut: Disordered stomach, dyspepsia.

Becoming jforked before reaching the _Lz'ne of the
Head, thus forming a trianglewith the Line of the Head :
Covetous of lucre, regardless of the means; aptitude for
occult sciences.

High @n color : Pride, brutality.

COrooked, of bad color: Liver complaint, syncope,
palpitations.

Broken and red: High temper, bilious troubles.

Of normal color : Good heart, gay disposition, hap-
piness.

A ccompanied by a sister line called the “Midky Way,”
both lines ascending, clear and straight, from the wrist
to the Mount of Mercury : Life always happy.

Forming a triangle with the Line of Saturn and t/w
Line of the Head : Aptitude for the study of nature,
and the occult sciences.

Absent: Delicacy of the skin, physical activity,
vivacity of speech, love of good wine.
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7.—TuE VEnUs’'s Rine.

Its presence indicates @ tendency to sensual love and
debauchery. The indication is often corrected by those
presented by the hand as a whole, and then its value is
only relative. '

Broken, double, triple, imperfectly outlined : Desires
gross in the extreme.

This indication should be sought in both hands.

Prolonged as far as the Mount of Mercury, and re-
mazning open at this point: Knowledge and will able to
overcome these evil instincts, by the help of labor pro-
ductive of physical fatigue.

Prolonged to the same point, but “ closed” : Terrible
passions sated by the help of craft, falsehood and robbery.

Complete, but intersected by a deep line toward the
Mount of the Sun: Pecuniary losses resulting from
sexual excesses.

Complete, but intersected by a line upon the Mount of
Saturn : Death in the company of abandoned women, or
owing to them.
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X.

CHIROMANTIC OBSERVATIONS.

(CONTINUED.)

SECONDARY LINES.—INDEPENDENT SIGNS.
FiGUurRES FORMED BY THE MEETING OR COMBINA-
TION OF THE PRINCJPAL LINES.

I.—SrcoNnDARY LiNEs.

a.—The Armlet forms the most important of the
secondary lines. It is horizontal and is situated at the
bottom of the wrist, which it encircles like a half bracelet.

The Triple Armlet is formed by three parallel lines,
and is also called the Magic Bracelet. When it is very
clear and distinct, it gives assurance of thirty years of
life for each line. Four lines promise from ninety to a
hundred years of life.

‘Wlen the space covered by the three lines is free from
. wrinkles : Vitality excellent.

When these three lines are deep and clearly marked :
Tranquility, good fortune.

When each of these three lines, respectively, is formed
in lunks : Life laborious, nevertheless, but possibly fortu-
nate, provided the rest of the hand is favorable. '
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Cross upon the middle of the wrist: Success after
much toil; from inheritance or sudden profit. .

Two small branches forming an acute angle on the
armlet ;: Rich inheritances, honors in old age.

If, in addition to the foregoing indications, @ cross or
star 18 found within this angle: A person who is little
subject to illness. ,

b—The Line of Mars (a repetition or duplicate of
the Line of Life): Highly propitious sign.

See what has been said with reference to the Line of
Life.

c.—Line straight, hollowed out and colored normally,
Srom the Mount of Mercury to the Mount of Venus :
When the Ahand is good : Skill, the fruit of love. When
the hand is bad : Falsehood and theft, prompted by love.

d.—Lines crossing the wrist in the direction of the
Mount of the Moon : Much travelling.

‘e.— Line starting from the armlet, crossing the Field
of Mars and extending to-the Mount of the Sun—(this
is the Line of the Sun prolonged and strongly marked):
Wealth and honors obtained through the favor of some
person of influence.

f~—Lines ascending from the wrist near the percus-
ston and approaching the Hepatic Line, after having
crossed the Mount of the Moon, especially when these lines
are of unequal length : Tribulations.

g.—Straight line from the wrist to the Mount of Mer-
cury : Long journeys.

h.—Two lines under each joint of the thumb's pha-
lanwes : Extensive landed interests. '

A single line at the same places: Moderate pecuniary
fortune.
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A single line at the same places, but very strong and
obvious: Pecuniary condition adequate, but subject to
litigation.

te—Two lines upon the second phalana of the thumb,
vertical but wniting: Hunter who will risk his life.

These same lines separate and crooked: Danger of
falling into the hands of thieves.

k.—In a woman—ines at the root of the thumb, upon
the Mount of Venus, turning toward the outside of the
hand: Number of husbands the same with that of the lines.

When the same lines turn toward the palm : Number
of children the same.

l.— Lines cross-wise, horizontal between the root of the
ring-finger and the percussion: Marriages or attach-
ments of equal number.

m.—Lines perpendicular to the Line of the Heart, at
the same place as above: The same number of children.

When these lines are strarght : The same number of
boys.

When these lines are crooked : The same number of
girls.
When these lines are short and weak: Children who
are not destined to live.

n.—Several lines upon the Mount of the Sun in the
Jorm of Mercury’s staff, or the caduceus: Extreme pro-
ficiency in art. ‘ ‘

0.—The same figure upon the Mount of Mercury :
Great aptitude for the exact sciences.

P—Line outside of the palm, extending from the
Mount of Mercury to the Mount of the Sun: Propensity
to take advantage of people who have recourse to the
occult sciences.
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When this line is hooked : Knavery in such conduct.

q—Lines which start in a horizontal direction from
the percussion of the hand and ascend the Mount of the
Moon to a greater or less distance: Journeys, longer or
shorter; as many lines as journeys.

r«—A straight line running from the armlet to the
Jorefinger : Long journeys.

8.— Two lines—one starting from the Mount of Venua,
the other from the Mount of the Moon,—uniting with
a very straight ond mneat Line of Saturn: Success
with difficulty owing to love and caprice.

In this case, when the Line of Saturn is broken :
An intrigue, contrived by the same means, coming to a
fatal issue.

t.—Line starting from the beginning of the Line of
Life and extending to the Mount of Saturn ; it be-
comes double as it crosses the Mount of Jupiter : Predis-
position to famaticism, to loud professions of piety.:

w.—Line starting from the Mount of Mars, above the
Line of the Heart, then ascending to the top of the Mount
of the Sun : Desire to shine at any cost.

vo— Milly Way,” sister line to the [eputic Line,
when it is very distinct, and extends from the armlet to
the Mount of Mercury : Complete and constant happiness.

w.——General ideas concerning the Secondary Lines :

Curved or broken : Adverse circumstances.

An isolated line crossing a mount: Good fortune,
success, merit, with reference to the special characteristics
of the mount.

Two lines crossing a mount, especially when they
intersect each other : Misfortunes, defects, with refer-
ence to the characteristics of the mount.

Coogle



66 HAND-BOOK OF MODERN PALMISTRY.

" Three straight lines equidistant orossing & mount :
An exceedingly auspicious omen.

A multitude of lines upon a mount: Intensity for
good, or for evil of the merits or defects represented by
the mount. :

Thus : too many lines wpon the Mount of Mercury :
Craftiness of character ; or of the hand upon the whole is
good : Legitimate adroitness, mind turned to the exact
sciences. _

Branches or ramifications of all the lines, whether
principal or secondary : Merits or defects in exuberance
indicated by each line properly understood.

Branches “ lengthwise” of the principal lines : When
the lines  ascend” in the direction of the line: Good
sign: When they “descend,” that is to say, extend in a
durection opposite to that of the line : Bad sign.

Lines wn links, whether the lines be principal or
secondary : Obstacles, difficulties, opporition in the pro-
vince traversed by each of the lines.

Numerous lines upon the nail phalany of the fingers :
Danger of drowning, or at least, of falling into the water.

2.—INDEPENDENT SiGNs.

a@.—S1aRs : Indicate events, inevitable, beyond our
control, generally dangers ; sometimes disturbances which
finally turn out for our benefit.

Stur upon the Mount of Jupiter: Good fortune,
satisfied ambition, honors, sudden elevation,success in love.

Star upon the nail phalanx of the forefinger : Habit

of communing with the invisible world.
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Star upon the nail phalanx of the middlefinger :
wholly unforeseen happy events.

Star upon the connecting phalanx of the middlefin-
ger : Assassination, or death by assassination.

Star upon the Mount of Saturn: Very fatal sign;
assassination ; death upon the scaffold.

The two last stars united wupon the same hand : In-
fallible sign of a dishonorable death.

Star upon the Mount of the Sun: Riches bringing
ill-luck ; reputation by some event which often turns out
to be fatal. ' .

Star upon the same mount, accompanied by a line
which crosses the mount: Fame due to talent.

Star upon the same mount, accompanied by several
lines: Riches.

Star upon the Mount of Mercury: Fraud, dishonor.

Star upon the Mount of Mars: Murder.

Star wupon the Mount of the Moon : Hypocrisy,
treachery, dissimulation ; also, ill-suecess due to the im-
agination, danger of drowning. .

Star wpon the Mount of Venus, toward the bottom of
the mount : Misfortune caused by women.

Star situated at the bottom of the second phalanw of
the thumb : Misfortune due to women.

b.—Squarss : Indicate good sense, justice, cool energy,

Square in the hollow of the hand: Good sense,

coolness.
Square upon the Mount of Venus near the Line of
Life: Imprisonment, the convent.
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c.—SMALL RED sPOTS UPON THE LiNEs* : Wounds.

The place where the person will receive the wounds is
indicated by the nature of the line itself.

Small white spots upon the Line of the Heart:
Frequent intrigues, passions satisfied.
. Small white spots upon the Line of the Head :
Scientific discoveries.

d.—CircLEs oR ovALs: A halo of glory.

Circles in general upon lines: Bad signs.

Circles uwpon the Mount of the Sun: Glory, great
suceess.

Ovals upon the Line of the Head: One oval, loss of
on eye; two ovals, loss of both eyes.

e.—TRIANGLES IN GENERAL: Aptitude for the sciences.

Triangle wpon the Mount of Jupiter : Skill in diplo-
macy.

Triangle upon the Mount of Saturn : Proficiency in
the sadder branches of knowledge; predisposition for re-
ligious persecution ; morbid fanaticism.

T'riangle wpon the Mount of the Sun : Science and art
combined.

Treangle wpon the Mount of Mercury: Political
adroitness.

Triangle upon the Mount of Mars : Skilfull tactician.

Triangle upon the Mount of the Moon : Reasonable-

ness, prudence, or mysticism.

* Previously mentioned in the examination of the principal lines :
repeated here merely for convenient reference. Strictly speaking, these
are not /ndependent Signs,
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Triangle upon the Mount of Venus: Calculation in
love matters.

f+—Crosses: In general ill-boding signs, with some
very rare exceptions; especially, if the crosses are irregu-
lar or ill-formed.

Crosses in the Quadrangle : Mysticism. In ewcess :
Superstition. When the Line of Saturn jforms a junc-
tion with them : Happiness due to religion.

Crosses in the lower part of the Field of Mars :
Some event which will disturb your whole life ; changes
in your situation.

Cross upon the Mount of Jupiter : Marriage for love
domestic happiness.

Cross upon the Mount of Saturn: Mysticism, self-
destructive and bringing destruction to others.

Cross upon the Mount of the Sun : Career in the arts
or in the acquisition of wealth arrested.

Cross upon the Mount of Mercury: Thievish pro-

pensity.

Cross upon the Mount of Mars: A person physically
dangerous.

Cross upon the Mount of the Moon: Deceitful
practices.

Cross upon the Mount of Venus: Fatal, absorbing love.

When the other signs are good, this one indicates a
single passion which is reciprocated.

Small crosses : Reveries.

Large crosses : Bigotry, danger of hallucination.

Large crosses, repeated wpon both hands: Insanity
of a character indicated by the nearest mount.

Cross wpon the wrist, in the middle : Success after
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many toils, through sudden events; (inheritances, gains
in lotteries, etc.)

g.—GRATINGS OR GRIDIRONS : They signify obstruc-
tlons, they accordmgly, as a rule, give the mounts a
sinister meaning.

G'rating upon the Mount of Jupiter : Vanity, saper-
stition, selfishness, domineering temper.

Grating upon the Mount of Saturn: 'Want of success.

Grating upon the Mount of the Sun: Love of false
glory or ill-gotten wealth ; loquacity, empty talk.

Grating upon the Mount of Mercury: A thief;
scientific pretender.

Grating upon the Mount of the Moon : Blue devils,
morbid imagination, constant restlessness.

Grating upon the Mount of Mars: Violent death.

Grating upon the Mount of Venus: Ignoble desires.

h.—IsLanps : In general, things ignoble, frequently
hereditary discases.

Island upon the Line of the Heart: Adultery.

Lsland upon the Line of Life : Mysterious birth.

Island wpon the Line of the Head where it crosses
the Field of Mars: Sanguinary projects.

ILsland wpon any other part of the Line of the Head :
Infamous ideas and projects.

Lsland upon the Line of Saturn, which vs handsome :
Happiness procurred by adultery.

Island upon the Line of Saturn which is ugly, and
when the island itself s illformed : Unhappiness resul-
ting from adultery.
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Lsland wpon the Hepatic Line: Theft, bankruptey,
liver complaint.

When the lines near the ring-finger, which indicate
the number of marriages, form tslands with the Line of
the Heart : Marriages with near relatives.

t.—OTHER BIGNS OF LESS FREQUENT OCCURRENCE.

Hook wpon the Mount of the Moon, formed by meet-
g of two clearly marked lines.: Danger of death by
drowning.

Crescent upon the Mount of the Moon : Fatal influ-
ence exerted by women and the imagination.

3.—FicurEs FOrRMED BY THE MEETING orR COMBINATION

OF THE PRrINCIPAL LINEs.

a.—TaE FieLp or Mags.

This, as we have already stated,* is the space included
between the Line of Life, the Line of the Head and the
Hepatic Line. The space is in the form of a triangle.

When the Field is not clearly outlined: Prolong
mentally the lines above indicated and consider the space
thus defined.

When the Field is clearly outlined and of good color :
Good health, long life.

When 4t i8 broad and spacious : Boldness and breadth
of ideas, magnanimity.

When, in addition, the lines which bound the Field,
are not too red : Nobleness of character.

* See Chapt. 1V.

Coogle



72 HAND~BOOK OF MODERN PALMISTRY.

Field small and narrow: Meanness,avarice, cowardice.

Circle in the middle of the Field : Brutality of char-
acter, quarrelsomness, capriciousness. .

Cross upon the inner part of the Ficld: Malice,
quarrelsome disposition.

Several crosses upon the inner part of the Field :
Death by hanging or decapitation.

A semi-circular mark connected with the Line of
the Head, found upon the Field: Violent end due to<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>