






















THE JEWS 

allowed, we go on from age to age repeating the 
ehildish.nonsense of oilr barbarous and semi-barbarqus 

• 
ancestors. Our creeds become chains that moor the 
ship of ciVilization to th'e dark· and benighted shores 
of a ba.n'eful igno'r&nce. Allow us the liberty to think 
upon th:em, and we sever the ca.bles, and our gallant 
barque bears us gloriously along over the everlasting 
waves of the lllfinite Sea of Progress. 

Once this liberty is really lost; once barriers are 
put in the way of the exercise of the intellect upon all 
subjects, and men, having no outlet to their hopes and 
energies, are plunged b-eneath the waves of a bleak 
despair. Life loses its cheering and joyous aspects, 
an:d sorrow and sadness are the customed lot of the 
unha.cppy multitudes. The business of existence seems 
that of misery, and the sky of humanity is left without 
a star I Men are driven to madness, and deeds of 
desperation fill the worid with woe. Blinded by the 
dusts of Creed, man slays his brother man, and rivers 
of.hnman blood cry up to heaven for vengeance! The 
pleasure of life seems death, and the labour of existence 
the Wielding of the 11word I The people are weighted with 
fetters, and the beautiful cities of the Earth are trans­
formed into the dismal prison-houses of hopeless slaves. 
A globe of mental death, a mighty intellectual tomb, 
floats through the depths of space, with a that is 
dark with shame, amid the sister planets of our system. 
It was the loss of intellectual liberty that goaded on 
the bigots who lit the Smithfield fires and fed the 
lurid flames with human blood. It was the slavery of 
thought that disgraced the name of humanity with 
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the barba.ron.s Crusades, and which, by the agency of 
Holy wars, turned the fair fields of Europe and tho 
plains of Palestine into festering sepulchres, clasping 
in one embrace the hordes of slaughtered dead. It 
was this that inspired the cruelty of the Spanish In­
quisition, which burnt, in wretched heaps, unfortunate 
witches, and which put to torture and to death the 
noblest of the sons of men! 

One thing more than all others has contributed to 
this loss of Religions Liberty, and that is unbounded 
faith in the Bible as an inspired and infallible book. 
By uplifting it into the sky of Faith, and fixing it in 
the Heavens of our conscience, all our actions have 
been coloured by its light. It is the very foundation 
of the Jewish Religion, therefore, which has been 
turned against the Jews themselves. They have clung 
to the Old Testament, which has furnished the war­
rants for their own deaths. Had it not been for the 
horrible commands, massacres, and murders detailed. 
within the pages of the Judaic Books of the Law and the 
Prophets, the Christians could nowhere else have found 
a. justification for the treatment to which they have 
constantly subjected the unfortunate believers in Moses. 
Faith in the Old Testament meant the Death of all, 
Religious Liberty and Freedom of Thought. Ha.d not. 
Moses called upon the Faithful in Israel to " Put 
every man his sword by his side, and go in and out, 
from gate to gate, throughout the camp, and slay, 
every man his brother, and every man his companion, 

• 
and every man his neighbour," because a number ha.d. 
been guilty of worshipping a calf which his own, 
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brother, Aaron, had made ? Three thousand, we are 
told, fell, at the instance of this command from Moses, 
to avenge his God upon the idolators who offered 
their worship to the calf of Aaron. Had not Elijah 
slain four hundred and fifty of the prophets of Baal 
with his own hand ? Indeed the Christian saw that 
the Old Testament was filled with denunciations and 
p~nishments of the idolaters and the unfaithful. In 
the days when the chosen ones were under the direct 

·and special Government of God, whole nations had 
been exterminated, long and bloody wars had been 
waged, and horrible massacres perpetrated for the ex­
press purpose of preserving unwavering Faith in the 
laws of Moses and the utterances of inspir~d Prophets. 
God himself had not unfrequently assisted his people 
in their bloody work. He had caused earthquakes to 
swallow, floods to drown, hail-stones to demolish, fire 
and brimst0ne to consume, plagues to destroy, hornets 
to afllict, serpents to poison, and avenging angels to 
slay those who in any way rebelled against his cruel ,, 
rule, or worshipped other Gods. The Christians, with 
morbid minds dwelling .upon these· Old Testament 
accounts, placed the Jews in the same category as the 
children of. Baal, or the worshippers of Moloch, and, 
with the sanction of divine authority and example, they 
fell upon the helpless descendants of the authors of 
those awful deeds, the blackest and bloodiest of all 
that have survived to civilised times. Had the an­
cestors of the Jews failed to leave on record the details 
of their wars of extermination, and their unmerciful 
treatment of the heretics to their faith, I assert again 
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it would have been impossible for the Christians to 
have dmwn, from any other existing source, either 
Sa.nction or encoumgement for the spirit and the crimes 
which, committed in the cause of Religion, have dis­
graced the name of H uma.nity, steeped her hands in 
blood, and lain her, drunk with superstition, into the 
mire and mud of degrfLdation and shame. 

Though the Jews have not been devoid of this 
same narrow spirit, which is the chief enemy of all hap­
piness and all advancement, even in modern times, it 
must be said, to their credit, that, during the darkest 
part of the night of Christian Faith, they were among 
the principal guardians of the light of science and the 
chief defenders of human knowledge. They pursued 
their studies in natural science when it was criminal 
to do so, and they were the Physicians of Europe when 
Superstition sought to effect a cure for the ills of the 
human fmme by paying mad devotion at some saint­
befriended shrine. The name of Ben Ezm, Maimon­
ides, Ben I sa.a.o, Haroun and J ehuda,- poets, astro­
nomers, commentators, writers, and physicians-will 
live in the memories of men so long as devotion to 
tr11th, achievements of the intellect, and the efforts of 
genius can command the sympathy and applause, the 
honour and esteem, which they ever do command 
among the intellectual of mankind. These men, and 
others of their kind and race, followed the golden 
thread which the Ariadne of Science held lovingly for 
their guidance out of the mazes of Ignomnce and the 
gloom of Medireval Superstitions. Had it not been 
for them, dark as these times were, they would still 
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have been darker, and the reign of Ignorance would 
have been devoid of those rays of light which, like 
the beacon lights to the mariner, were our only safe­
guards against the entire wreckage of human thought. 

And what was their reward for all this? 'l'hey 
were hunted to the death. Banished from one country 
after another, they were often distressed wanderers 
upon the Earth, without a single land of refuge. When, 
in! 1306, they were expelled from Montpellier, then the 

/ old men, with feeble forms worn out in the service of 
France and the adornment of their age, died heart­
broken by the way-side; and men, women, and children, 
whose only crime had been the worship of one God, 
foot-sore and weary, upon the lonely roads of France, 
rested them at night, shelterless from the storms, and 
unhoused from the bitter winds that mocked at their 
cheerless fate. Laws were passed compelling them to 
wear such dresses as would at once proclaim their 
faith and nation, and they were forbidden all inter­
course with Christian subjects. Everything was done 
tc:> strengthen the fanaticism of bigots, and to deepen 
the hatred of the ignoranii, populace. When, previous· 
to the fourteenth century, a Jew was executed, even 
in his death the bitterness of hate did follow him, 
and consequently he was crucified with his head down­
wards between two dogs. He who, touched by_ the 
mystic wand of love, had bestowed his affections upon 
some Jewish Maid. and had made 'her the mistress of 
his heart, was to be put to death. When they were 
expelled from Spain they offered 30,000 ducats to the 
Queen to remain. For some time Isabella hesitated, 
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and perhaps she would have granted them their wish, 
but for the relentless ferocity of the Fanatic Torque­
mads.. With a crucifix in his hand he stood upon the 
threshold of the Royal Palace, and, confronting the 
Queen, exclaimed : u Judas sold his God for thirty 
pieces of silver; you are about to sell him for thirty 
thousand!" Under such bigotry it was impossible for 
the Jews to remain, and consequently they were ex­
pelled, after sufiering untold tortures, from the realms 
of this bigoted Queen. In 1390 a blood-thirsty fanatic, 
by the name of Hernando Martinez, devoted himself 
vigorously to preaching that a Jew ought not to be 
permitted to live, and the ignorant populace, aroused 
by his evil eloquence, fell upon the J ewisb quarter at 
Seville, and butchered four thousand of these oppressed 
people, whilst Martinez himself directed and assisted 
at the dreadfnl massacre. At Cordova and at Burgos, 
at Barcelona, and Toledo, and at other fair cities of 
Spain, the Christian sword shed J ewish blood, and 
the zeal of the followers of Christ was exhibited in the 
murdering of his contrymen. 

Banished from Spain, the King of Portugal pro­
mised them protection. Some eighty tbousan.d Jews, 
placing confidence in the word of a Christian, took 
refuge in . his dominions. They bad occasion to 
bitterly repent it. The ecclesiastics of Spain or­
ganised a mission, and fired the clergy of Portugal 
with the wildest hate. Heart-rending scenes of per­
secution took place everywhere. At last the King 
issued an edict that the Jews should, within a cert.ein 
time, be out of his kingdom, with the exception of the 
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children under fourteen years of age, and these were 
· to be kept and educated as Christians. Then, 0 I 
Christian Mother, think what the Jewess of Portugal 
felt, when her child was torn from her bosom of love, 
to be placed in the hands of "her bitterest enemies I 
Those she had borne of her womb, and nursed a.t her 
breast, shE:> was to see no more. Of her dearest trea­
sures in life she was robbed, and it were better that her 

' llie itself had been required. The land was full of 
' moaning and sorrow, and bitter cries of the anguish 
of parents burdened the pitiless Christian ears. Driven 
to positive madness, mothers took their own offspring 
and tore them limb from liml;l, or hurled them from 
them into the depths of wells, rather than yield them 
to the protection of their foes. God grant that the 
priests may never have the upper hand again, lest 
such scenes of woe be once more repeated I 

It was thus that the Jews suffered for their faith 
and died as martyrs, because they only worshipped 
one God ! And let it not be supposed that all has 
been related. 1 have said nothing of the persecution 
to which they were subjected in England, and the 
rest of the countries of Europe. I have said nothing 
of the multitudes that were slain as a. (( preliminary 
exercise" in France prior to the mobs of Europe 
marching to Palestine on the Crusades against Ma.­
hommedans. I have said nothing of numbers of Jews 
being burned at every Royal marriage in Spain, just 
by way of sport to the Royal couple. But I have said 
enough, I think, to show that the proposed religion of 
u Peace," and the worshippers of the a God of love," 
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were very ·far indeed from forgiving their enemies, or 
.from exhibiting that charity which is accounted the 
greatest of the Christian virtues ! 

It is lamentable that in our days some of the 
ancient spirit still lingers in the ecclesiastical ranks, 
and · that even in Germany, a country of the pro­
foundest learning and philosophy, it should have 
prompted the priests to renew the ancient animosities, 
to open the old wounds, and to propose a re-enaction 
of. those .scenes which were even a disgrace to the 
dark ages. The recent events which have occurred in 
Russia are still more himentable and disgraceful, for 
violence, similar to that. of the dark ages, has been re­
sorted to. 

But, thanks to the achievements of Science, the 
progress of the human intellect, and the advancement 
of civilization, the priests are losing their power. 
Never again can they use their influence to that extent 
that the liberty of man will be entirely destroyed, and 
the intellect of the human race led captive in fetters. 
;Reason has ascended the throne of the present age, 
and she sways the sceptre of everlasting progress. 
We are beginning now to look at the merits of man, 
and not the profession of creed. Man I Man I This 
is the highest title we can have, and be he Jew or be 
he Gentile, if he be a. good, true, and noble man, he 
is worthy of our esteem and deserving of our fraternal 
Jove. 

There is still, however, work to do. The growth 
of Scepticism has diminished Fanaticism, and we owe 
our liberties to the dauntless labours, and too often 
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cruel deaths, of brave infidels. But whilst the priests 
have power at all, · that is to say so long as they assume 
false merits, and seek protection from criticism behind 
a. cowardly sanctity,-so long a,s they class themselves 
as specially the servants of Providence, and forbid us 
to touch their holy garments lest our profanity may 
spoil them, we must work. Our ·liberties are in 
d~nger'jnst to that extent that they claim and use an 

/ immunity for their class which is not granted to any 
other. To the extent of their real power, as priests, 
will be the evil they inflict upon our present age and 
its successors. As men, we say.nothing against them, 
providing they will permit us to criticise them as men. 
It is to make them more « the man," and less " t1?-e 
priest," that we are working to-day. We say to them 
-Take off the sacerdotal robes and stand up and in­
struct us as man to man, and our indignation shall 
cease; but, whilst yon protect yourselves and inflict 
injury on others in performance of your functions as 
Priests, we shall place ourselves on the side of. hu­
manity to protect, as far as we. are able, its sacred 
rights, and we will not rest until we ha.ve done all 
in our power to banish your influence from the Earth. 
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