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PREFATORY.

IN the Massachusetts Legislature—Session of 1880—was presented
the petition of Robert Treat Paine, jr., and others, Committee of
Health Department of American Social Science Association, also
of certain other citizens, for an act to “ prevent all persons from
practicing any branch of medicine in this State cxcept such persons
as have furnished to the authorities of the State sufficient evidence
of good moral character and of the possession of a thorough knowl-
edge of their duty and calling.” Remonstrances of many citizens
against the petition were also presented. The petition and remon-
strances were referred for investigation and report to the Committee
on Public Health. That Committee gave several public hearings to
parties and their counsel interested in favor of or against said peti-
tion.



ARGUMENT OF ALFRED E. GILES.

Mr. GILES said that he came before the Legislative Com<
mittee on Public Health in behalf of certain remonstrants
against the petition of Robert Treat Paine, jr., and others,
Committee of ITealth Department of American Social Sci-
ence Association, Ie desired to state some reasons in be-
half of Spiritualists, clairvoyants, spiritual mediums, sensi-
tives, healing mediums and magnetic healers, why “ A pro-
posed Act to regulate the practice of medicine in Massachu-
setts’’ should not be enacted. He believed that to the greater
partof the Regular medical profession, and to many of the best
citizens of the State, thc names and avocations of Spiritual
mediums, clairvoyants, Healing mediums and magnetic heal-
ers were known only as terms of reproach. He therefore
thought it was proper he should refer to their origin in this
country, and briefly to mention the therapeutic principle
which guided them in their medical prescriptions and their
methods in the treatment of disease, which he believed was
almost unknown to the larger part of the certificated prac-
titioners of the regular schools of medicine. ;

About tlie 1st of December, 1843, in the State of New York,|
a Poughkeepsie shop-boy of seventeen years of age was mes-
merized. He was a kind-hearted, truthful youth, not quick-
witted, in fact was considered as rather slow and dull in his’
mental capacity. His educational acquirements were the
reading, writing and ciphering accomplishments, which he:
had picked up during five months’ attendance at country
schools. After being mesmerized, and while under its influ-
ence, lie became clairvoyant. Ile could see through opaque!
substances, through wood partitions, and solid brick walls,!
and to vast distances—over hundreds of miles. These are!
facts, and are well authenticated, and their evidence is ini
the Spiritualist literature of the dav.

He also discovered that while in the clairvoyvant state he!
conld see into the interior of the living human body, and be-
hold the workings of all its organs. He there saw the causes
of the sickness and disease that afflicted many people. He
made known his knowledge to his friends, and suggested to
them appropriate remedies, not common in the medical
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sc¢hools, for their complaints. They tried those remedies,
and invariably were benefited. Ilisfame spread. e be-
came known as the Pouchkeepsiescer. For about two years
following his first mesmeric experience this uneducated
and undiplomated youth devoted himself almost daily, for
two hours a day, to clairvoyant examinations, and to pre-
scribing remedies, generally very simple ones, never min-
eral, or metallie, or violent ones, to ihe many patients who
came to him for relicf. During his clairvoyant medical
period, young Davis actually cURED nearly three thonsand
old chronic¢ cases of almost every imaginable disease, from
internal cancer to elephantiasis, cases which had been given
up as incurable by very distinguished medical gentlemen
and diplomated graduates of the medical schools. About
thie same number of patients, though not cured, were greatly
helped and made comfortable through his treatment. No
patient ever died from disease while under his clairvoyant
treatment. YWhat was the principle that guided him in
his administration of remedies? What was the secret of
his wonderful success? IIe has stated it in his auto-
biography, for he has written it under the title of “The
Magic Staff,” and he himself, ANDREW JACKsoN DAVIS, is
known through his many published works to thousands and
hundreds of thousands of intecllizent people in America,
Europe and Asia, and in the islands of the sca; yet the
earnest and enthusiastic young Regular physician, Dr. E. A,
Cushing, of the Boston City ITospital, who has been conspicu-
ous this winter in committee rooms and lobbies of the State
Tlouse for his zeal in pressing the proposed medical bill upon
the attention of the legzislators, told me last week, and again
to-day, in the presence of this commniittec, and of thisaudience,
that he had never before then heard of the name of Andrew
Jackson Davis. Ie has also here publicly stated, in answer
to my question, that the Regular Medical School ““have no
theory of disease, that is to say, no exclusive theory.” Of
course, it is prohable that many of the Regular Scliool phy-
sicians, especially those who have never heard of Andrew
Jackson Davis, nor read his medical works, are unacquainted
with the prineiples of his philosophy of IIcalth, Discase and
Healing. Disease is discord. Andrew .Jackson Davis per-
ceived and revealed to the world that disease originates in
a want of equilibrium in the circulation of the Spiritual prin-
ciple through the organism, that what the medical faculty
call diseases, arc hut evidences of constitutional or spiritual
disturbances—and that vital magnetism and electricity are
the divine (not moral) elements of spiritual nourishment,
and are the mediums through which the spirit acts upon the
body; and that to restore harmony or health, the prime-
moring princinle in the body must be addressed by and
through identical mediums or elements with itself.—I. Great
ITarmonia, pp. 144-213.

After an experience of two years in using his clairvoyant
powers for medical examinations and remedies, voung Davis
removed from Poughkeepsie to the city of New York. There,
while in the trance state, or what he calls the “superior
condition,” induced by mesmerism, he delivered one hun-
dred and fifty-seven lectures before many witnesses, and in
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a room open to all persons who might desire to hear them.
These lectures_have been published, and are entitled “ The
Principles of Nature, her Divine Revelations,’”” and fill a
large octavo volume of near eight hnndred pages. The first
lecture was delivered November 25th, 1845, when this unlet-
teied youth, nucertificated and unlicensed by any board of
medical rezistration, was scarcely nineteen years of age,
and the last lecture on January 27th, 1847, not six months
after lie had attained to the agc of twenty-one years.

This great volume treats of the Origin and Structure of
the Univerccelum ; of the Solar System ; of the Origin and
Geological History of the Earth; of the Early History of
Man; of the Origin of Lanonage; of Mvthology, and The-
ology, and of the Spirit-World. On p. 675 is a statement and a
prophecy, viz.: “Itis a truth that spirits commune with
one another while one is in the body and the other in the
higher spheres—and this, too, when the person in the body is
unconscious of the influx, and hence cannot he eonvinced ot
the fact; and this truth will ere long present itself in the form
of aliving demonstration.” The statementis,thatitisatruth
that the spirits of the so-ealled dead do commune with the
spirits of persons yet clothed upon with mortal bodies ; the
prophecy is, that this truth will ere long present itself in
the form of a living demonstration. Was this prophecy ful-
filled? ILctme answer:

In IIvdesville,’N. Y., John D. Fox, a respectable farmer,
lived with his family. From about the middle of Deccmber,
1847, to the last of March, 1848, frequent knockings, rappings
and nnises were heard in his house. Neither he nor any of
his family, though they often sought for their cause,‘could
discover it. On the nicht of March 3ist, 1848, his two chil-
dren, Kate Fox and Margaret I'ox, the one aged nine, and
the other twelve years, heard the raps apparently near their
bed. Kate attempted to imitate the sound by snapping her
fingers. To her surprise the same number of raps respond-
ed from an invisible source. She clapped with her hands
six times. Six raps followed from an invisible rapper, as if
in response to her six clappings. Further experiments fol-
lowed. 'The family repeated those experiments. Neighbors
made them. Strangers hearing of the wonder also came
and experimented. Some people said that spirits caused
those raps; others that they were produced by the toe-
joints; others that concealed maehinery or legerdemain
effected them. At that place. Hydesville, N. Y., and on
that night, Mareh 31st, 1848, when it appeared that the in-
visible source of those mystic raps was possessed of intelli-
gence, and could hear and respond to questions proposed to
it, Modern Spiritualism was born. From that time to this
it has grown in wisdom and strenzth among those who are
best acquainted with it. It has many adlierents, and it has
a literature. Among those who have received it, it has de-
veloped freedom of thought, and has enlarged their sphere
of observatinn. True it is, it has modified the views and
theories which they held nn many subjects before they were
convinced and satisfied that the life beyond, a spirit life,
is intimately associated and commingled, as it were, with
this external and every-day life of man in the body. To
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some extent it has changed their religious or theological
views and theories. Conservative clergymen and supporters
of the ancient theologies mourn over the defection of Spir-
itualists from their churches, and from standard catechisms
and articles of faith. Spiritualism has withdrawn its adle-
rents from the medical and remedial views and practices
that they onece entertained, which they had acquired from
the physicians of the IRegular or other established schools of
medicine, and substituted other, milder and less harmful
medicines and agencies in their stead. Spiritualists are not
apt to use medicines of a mineral or metallic base. They
dislike calomel, and drastic cathartics, and heroic doses, and
vaccine virus, and bullet-sized pills, and unknown prescrip-
tions written in astrologic symbols, and in a language they
cannct read.

They prefer milder remedies—simple herbs, human mag-
netism, homeopathic pills, and gentle application of the elec-
tric current. They seek to know the occult 1aws of Nature,
and to apply its principles in their daily life, in their food
and drink, in their avocation, their sleep and their recrea-
tions. They dislike the old sehool theoloay, but not its min-
isters; they love not the old school medicine, though they
respect its practitioners. They want neither the Regular,
nor the Homeopathie, nor the Eclectic, nor any other sys-
tem of medicine, except their own. No one can tell exactly
where the shoe pinches except its wearer. Many Spiritual-
ists don’t like tlie Regular Medical shoe, nor the Homeo-
pathic shoe, nor the Eclectic shoe. They prefer to buy their
own shoes adapted to their own feet, and their medicines
and prescriptions adapted to their constitutions, where they
})lease to buy them. Why should the Legislature enact a

aw to prevent them from doing so, either in respect to their

shoes or their medicines or prescriptions? Least of all do
Spiritualists and Liberalists ask for anyv sysiem or school of
medicine registered or not registered by medical certifiers,
to be cocrced upon themselves or upon their neighbors, by
legislative enactinent.

It has appeared in the discussions before the Committee
that the different schiools of medicine have dissimilar sys-
tems of therapeutics—i. e., different means and methods
of treating disease. The Allopathic physician has an allo-
lmthic system. Iomeopaths use homeopathic remedies in

1omeopathic doses. Eclectics select means and modes of
cure from all systems except from the Harmonial system
taught by Andrew Jackson Davis and practiced by Spirit-
ualists and mediums. These different systems of therapeu-
tics differ each one from all the other systems. Therefore
it is that the third section of the proposed Act does not
require an examination in therapeutics of an applicant for
a licensec, but permits every licensee to use his own systemn
of therapeutics. But many Spiritualists, elairvovants, mag-
netic physicians and healing and spivitnal mediums, use a
system of therapeutics peculiar to themselves. 1t is not
allopathic, nor homeopathie, nor eclectic, in the meaning of
that school. Itis what I mnay here term 1he IIarmonial or
Spiritualistic method of treating disease. It cures or benefits
its patients. They like it. The Allopaths do not know it,
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and cannot comprehend it any more readily than they
can understand homeopathy. Homeopaths do not know it,
though they approximate to it. Ielectics do not know it.
But Spiritualists know it, though some of them may not
readily explain it. Medinms know of it and practiceit; and
students of the ITarmonial Philosopliy more or less under-
stand it. Now I ask, by what principle of law, right, truth,
justice, cquity or merey, are Spiritnalists, clairvoyants, heal-
ing, medical, magnetic and spiritual mediums, to be prohib-
ited in Massachnsetts fromm practicing their own systems of
therapeutics, their own means and methods of relieving
themselves and others of sickness? And why should they
and all the rest of the community be compelled to submit,
in case of sickness, to the therapeutics of one or the other
of the three incorporated medicalscliools? The enactment
of the proposed Bill might drawstudents to the incorporated
medical schools, fees ta their professors, and additional prac-
tice to registered licensees, but, as I believe, would multiply
diseases. increase mortality, and tarnislithe good name of the
State. There wererighteous Hebrews in thie time of Danicl
who regarded not the deerce of Nebuchadnezzar nor the
statutes of King Darius, and I doubt not tlicre are conscien-
tions, God-loving, God-serving people, descendants of the
Pilgrims, yet living in Massachnset is.

Probably not a veteran Regular practitioner, nor any
recent gradnate of the IIavvard Medical School, or of the
Homeopathic College, nor any physician who under this pro-
posedd Act wonld be likely to be appointed on the Board of

Iedical Registration, nnderstands or appreciates the philos-
ophy of health and diseage, as presented and illustrated by
Andrew Jackson Davis in his books entitled “The Phy-
sieian,” ¢ The ITarbinger of Healtls,”  Discases of the Brain
and Nerves,” and *‘Spirit Mysteries Ilxplained’” —Dbooss
which are in thousands of families in this Commonwealth,
and whose doctrines are the basis of the successfal treat-
ment administered by tliousands of physicians, mediums and
healers throughont the United States.

Spiritualists believe, and have evidence that will bear the
closest scrutiny, to Dbelieve, that oftentimes the spirits of
the so-called dead associate, sympathize with, and assist
themselves and their fellow-men and women, yeb living in
bodios of flesh, wlhien they are in trouble and sickness. [
have had experionce thercof in my own life history. I have
alluded to the uniform snccess that accompanied young An-
drew Jackson Davis’s prescriptions for his patients—to his
theory of discase, and philosopliy of healing. \Whence
that theory and philosopliy, and whence that suceess? Is
not the question answered, when onc lecarns that Davis had
for a friend and counsellor, Galen, the celebrated Greck.
physician of the second century of the Christian Era, whose
name is honored in medical schools? That fact Davis fally
and distinctly states in his Autobiography on pp. 2:38-248, and
furthermore confirms it in his book entitle'l “‘Diseases of
the Drain and Nerves,” published 1871, on pa<e 52, where he
states that he has seen Galen at least once a year since 1233,
and that on August 11th, 1871, Galen gave to him a bricf
message, which is there printed, and which all persons whc
desire may there read.



10 CIVIL AND MEDICAL LIBERTY

Other Spiritualists and mediums besides Mr. Davis declara
and believe that they are assisted in their avocations by
disembodied spirits. The truth of such declarations can be
tested only by experience or investigation. Opposing sneers,
opprobrious epithets and eontemptuous expressions, tliongh
often cast upon, do not destroy the truth, but do delay tho
knowledge of it among men. Some of these medinms pro-
fess to have the gift of healing by the laying on of hands,
and others assert their gift or power of prescribing healing
remedies for the maladies of their patients. Those pre-
scriptions, so far as I know, are usually very simple, harm-
less preparations; never, or scarcely ever, are they perturb-
ing medicines. A very remarkable spirit medium, Mrs.
Cora L. V. ichmond, has for the last six weeks been lec-
turing every Sunday in Boston. Spiritualists believe that
lier lectures are prompted or inspired by spirits. She some-
times prescribes medieines for friends in their sieknesses.
It is said and believed that her spirif physieian is the cele-
brated Dr. Rush, formerly of Philadelphia.

Other mediums also have, as they themselves declare and
as thieir patients believe, spirit guides, counsellors and
physieians to assist them in ministering to, and prescribing
for patients, sick persons, and sorrowful applicants for
strength and comfort.

Now this state of things is not pleasant to medical practi-
tioners of the Old School, nor to some apothecaries who deal
in the Old Scliool remedies. Their prescriptions are not
sought for nor their drugs bought as largely, especially by
Spiritualists and reformers, as they formerly were bought;
Spirit physieians do not prescribe stryelinine nor arsenic
nor chloral, nor even less poisonous medicines, in the heroic
doses which they may have administered prior to their en-
tering into spirit-life. In the Banner of Light, a Spiritualist
paper published in Boston, in its issue of March 10th, 1877, is
the following communication from spirit physician Dr.
Shute, formerly of ITingham. It came through the medinm
who then occupied the platform in the Banner of Light Cir-
cle-Room, whieh, as it ever has been, is now free to all in-
quirers and investigators, and was addressed to the audience
tliere present. The sPirit physician, Dr. Shute, says, “ Rest
assure |, my friends, I never would give one particle of the
medicino I gave when I was here. I ignore it completely,
and think it a fallacy from beginning to end, and only fit to
be put on the pazes of the dark ages. Here, finding that
there is sueh a thing as magnetism and electricity, I find
that medicine need not be measured out in the largest
spoons, hnt ean be given in the most minute particles.”

But it may be asked by an astonished lionest person hear-
ing now of these marvels for the first time, ““ Are these
things really so?” ‘Do any regularly edncated physicians
believe that clairvoyants and spirit mediums can suceess-
fully prescribe for human maladies, or that tho spirits of de-
ceased phiysieians do actually prescribe effective remedies ?”?

Yes, I answer; I know of Allopathic and Iomeopathic
and Ecleetic physicians who do so believe, and I have their
letters to that effect. Some of these physicians, practicing
in Massachusetts, are unwilling that their names should be



IN THE HEALING ART. 11

mentioned in this connectinn, beeause they say such men-
tion might tend to break up their pleasant association and
relation with their medical socicties and their professional
brethren. Iwill therefore give evidenee to the same point
from well-known physicians out of the State who have
never bowed the knee to the Massachusetts Medical Society.

Dr. Eugene Crowell, of Brooklyn, N. Y., is widely known
through his volumes ecntitled “ Identity of Primitive Chris-
tianity and Modern_Spirilualism,” and by his {)mm»hlet,
““Spiritualism and Insanity,” in which he completely de-
monstrated the error of the statements of Medieal Dr. L. S.
Forbes Winslow, of London, and Rev. Dr. Talmage, of
Brooklyn, that Spiritualisim especially tended to promote in-
sanity. 1lereis Dr. Crowell's letter:

BROOKLYN, N. Y., 196 Clinton Avenue, Feb. 14th, 1880,

ALFRED L. GILES, EsQ.: My Dear Iriend—In reply 10 yours of
the 12th inst., 1 would sav that I am 62 years of age ; practiced medi-
cine for twelve years in New York; was a regular allopathic physi-
clan ; received thediploma of a Doctorof Medicine from the Medical
Departinentof the University of the City of New York in March, 1842,

At one time ! might have favored a proposition to restriet iedical
practice to tlie regular practitioners of certain schools. but a larger
experience,and especially an acquaintance with Modern Spiritualism,
have modified,my previous views, and now I am decidedly in favor
of medical freedom.

1 have had abundant and conclusive evidence convineing me that
the spirits of deceased physicians have frequently through sensitives
or mediums given medical adviee and preseribed effective remedies,
and in a number of instances I have personally known of the prog-
nosis given through these instrnmentalities to be verified where all
the symptoms pointed to different and opposite resnlts.

Nine years since, the liealth of my wife failed, and T resorted to
every means which sugegested itself to my mind and to the minds of
my medical brethren, in order to restore lier to health, but without
avail until, as a last resort, and as au experiment, T employed a heal-
ingedium, or magnetic doctor, and the.effects of the treatinent were
su1prising. for she soon improved ; and since then, now nearly elght
years, she has depended upon this treatment for the renewal of lier
exhausted vitality. The good effects of every treatment have beeu
appareut to her friends and family.

I know a number of regular physicians in this vicinity who have as
mueh faith in this node of treatment as I have, and 1 know two who
personally employ the mnagnetic healer liere spoken of.

1 could saymuchanore, and relate some startiing facts in corrobora-
tion of what 1 liave here sald, but I will conelinde with the remark
that 1 carnestly hope snel a bill as the one now before yvour Legisla-
tnre, will not passthat body, and thetime is now not far distant when
the faculty will work in perfect harmony witlitheir unrecognized but
equally useful co-laborers, tlic magnetic hicalers.

Most truly yours, LEuGENE CROWELL.*

Now why is it proposed to restrict the practice of medi-
cinc in_this Commonwealth? And why does a Committee
of the Social Science Association cobperate with the diplo-
mated doctors toibat end? To the first question this an-
swer suggests itself to my mind, viz.: There is not snilicient
medijcal practiec to comfortably support all the diplomated
}ahysicmns who rely upon their profession for their support.

n the opening article of ihe New York Medical Tribune for
December, 1879, p. 50, the writer says: ‘“'I'here cxists na

= Vid letter to the same point, of Prof. Jos. k. Buchanan, M, D., page 33,
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nced or desire among the people for any of this extraordi-
nary medical legislation. 1t would never hiave been asked for
but for the exigencics of the men who are to receive bene-
fit. The civil war gave employment to an army of surgeons
who were returned to private life at the close, and are una-
ble now to gain lucrative praectiee.”

To the second question, Why does a Committee of the So-
cial Scicnee Association give the sanction of its name to the
1 -oposed Doectors’ Bill? The rcason, as it ap{)ears to me, is
that the doctors having failed last yecar, and the year before
that, when in the name of tho Massachusetts Medical So-
ciety they attempted to secure a legislative act to restriet
medical practice to diplomated doetors, now renew their
effort under another name, through another agency, but
for the same end. Many regular and diplomated doc-
tors arc members of the Social Science Association. They
are the parties, as I believe, who there initiated this diplo-
mated and certificated doctors” crusade. Wained by the ex-
perience of the last two yvears, they do not now appear di-
rectly as petitioners, but have persuaded, as I think, some of
their associates who ave not doetors, to give the sanction and
influence of their names as petitioners. This proposed act
if it had been circulated amongthe signers of tlie Social Sci-
ence petition would rot, as 1 believe,ﬁmve received a thou-
sandth part of its signatures. The signers to that petition
I surmise, did not dream of the now manifest plot of the
chartered Medical Sehool doctors to monopolize to them-
selves the medical practice of the State. “Cecmmittee of the
Social Science Association” is the figurehead, but in this
matter the dociors, as I believe, are bhehind it, and engineer
its movements. It is worse than Monsieur Tonson come
again in a new guise. The ancieut and wise Hermes coun-
selled, ‘““ Be wary in thy speech, oh son, and not deccived in
the names of things.” J‘ R. Lowell, one of our poets, has
written :

“Let us speak plain; there is more foree in names
Than most men drcam of ; and 2 lic inay keep
Its throne a whole age longer, if it skulk
Behind the shield of some fair seeming name.”

Lect me ask your attention to the petition of the Commit-
tee of the Ifealth Department of American Social Seicnce
Association before you. Many rpctitioners have signed it.
They have signed that petition.  They have not petitioned for
the g)roposed Act now before you to regulate the practice of
mcdicine. That proposed Aet is probably mostly the work
of the young doctors whom you have here seen so zealously
working for its support. You see in its cleventh seetion
it declares that:

“Srer. 11, Any person who shall practice or shall in any manner
publicly offer or advertise to practice medicine or dentistry within
the Commmonwealth, without being duly licensed or authorized
thereto, as lierein provided, shall be punished by fine not exceeding
five hundred dollars.”

Let us now examine the petition of {lie Social Science As=~
sociation. 1f what it prays for be inexpedient or impracti=
cable, you will, notwithstanding that it bears the names of
many most excellent citizens, not recommend its adoption,
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That petition consists of four matters or statements in its
preamble, and an inference or conclusion. Its first two
statements, viz : that boards of health must receive certifi-
cates of death from any physician, and that the professional
actions of physicians are of extreme imnportance, I will not
now examine. They are here of no special importance. The
third statement is, that it is notorious that very many so-
called physicians, who are ignorant of medicine, or unscru-
I)ul(ms, or botl, are practicing in Massachusetts, to the great
harm and Joss of the sick, and to the frequent injury or ruin
of youngmen and women.” Towhich I answer that, whether
that statement be true or not, (and I do not believe it) it is
equally notorious that many citizens believe that very many
diplomated physicians, especialiy young graduates of the so-
called Regular Medical Schools, are especially ignorant of
that branch of medicine known as Therapeutics (or the appli-
cation of remedies and cure of disease) and are practicing in
Massachusetts, to the great harm and loss of the sick persons
who are committed to their care. A Regular doctor or a grad-
unate of any medical school may pass examination and be cer-
tified and registered as acquainted with anatomy, physiol-
ogy, pathological anatomy, pathology, chemistry, the action
of poisons, surgery, midwifery, medical diagnosis and medi-
cal jurisli)rudence. and yet be more ignorant of therapeu-
ties, or the application of proper remedies for the cure of
disease, than many an undiplomated physician, than many
a magnetic healer, than many a spiritual and healing medi-
um, than many a nurse and many loving old mothers, sis-
ters and women, such as may be found in every village, town
and city of the Commonwealth. Yet the proposed bill to
regulate medicine does not exclude these young diplomated
Regulars from practice. In fact itis sodrawn as to admit
such ones to practice, while it carefully excludes the genu-
ine liealers whose chief qualification is their knowledge of
spiritual or harmonial therapeutics. Such an enactment, I
believe, would largely incrcase the death statistics of the
State and work great sickness and woe among our citizens.
Do the Regular faculty, do physicians who administer al-
lopathic drugs and medicines, by such ministrations pro-
mote the health of our citizens? Let the elder members
of the profession answer. Iere is their testimony.

Dr. Jacob Bigelow, formerly President of the Massachu-
setts Medical Society, in his “Expositions of Rational Medi-
cine,” says : ““I sincerely believe that the unbiased opinion
of most medical men of sound judgment and long experi-
ence is, that the amount of death and disaster in the world
would be less than it now is, if all disease were left to itself.”

“The disgrace of medicine,” says Dr. Oliver Wendell
Holmes, now Professor of Anatomy in the Medical School
of Harvard University, in his ‘ Border Lines of Knowl-
edge,” p. 70, “has been that colossal system of self-decep-
tion, in obedience to which mines have been emptied of
their cankering minerals, the entrails of animals taxed for
their impurities, the poison-bags of reptiles drained of their
venom, and all the inconceivable abomination thus obtain-
ed thrust down the throats of human beings suffering from
29me”fault of organization, nourishment or vital stimula-

ion. i
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Sir William Hamilton, in his “Discussions on Philosophy,”
P- 638, remarks : ““ The history of medicine, on the one hand,
1s nothing less than a history of variations; and on the other,
only a still more marvelous histery of how every successive
variation has by medical hodies been furiously denounced,
and then bigotedly adopted.”

Probably 1t has not yet passed from your recollection that
Charles O’Conor, the eminent lawyer of New York, was,
some four or five years ago, when very sick, given up by his
attending pliysicians to die. They had exhausted their skill
and thieir remedies upon him without any apparent benefit.
But he was, as I have been informed, restored to health by
the “laying on of hands.” The New York Times of May 4th,
1878, thus pleasantly comments on Mr. O’Conor’s recovery
and continued health :

“Charles O'Conor is still a llving monument of the fallibility of
the opinion of doctors of medlcine, and it is said that they have never
quite forgiven him for thoroughly recovering two or thrce ycars ago
from a complication of diseases which they solemnly declared (the
ablest of them agreeing on this point) must of neeecssity prove fatal.
Respeet for the medical profession should have prompted him to
witlidraw from the world permanently, and his stnbboruness in con-
tinuing to live, in the face of the most learred diagnoses, has natn-
rally ineurred their displeasure. After he got up aud out from his
late illness many of the phsicians coinforted themselves—profession-
ally, we mean—that he could not contradiet their predictions more
than a few weeks at most. And yet. now, at seventy-four, he is as
healthy and vigorous as lie has been for cight or ten years, and bids
falr to be an octogenarian at least. Some doetors think that he is
living from pure malice toward them, but he Is living because lie pre-
fers to, and because he still has a good deal of nnfinished work be-
fore him. When questioned, as he often is, as to the eause of his nn-
expected recovery, he laughingly aseribes it to Lis unwillingness to
take the preseriptions glven him by the M. D.s, and malignantly al-
lows hls questioners to draw an inferenee that would naturally exas-
perate the whole medieal faeulty.”

At this present date (February, 1880,) Mr. O’Conor yet
eontinues in good health, and the New York papers of a
month ago rumored his expeeted marriage.

The eminent Dr. Joseph R. Buchanan, of Louisville, Ky.,
wlio some few years aczo delivered a conrse of lectures on
the Brain, before the Medical School of the Boston Univer-
sity, in his Journal of Man, Vol. L., p. 440, begins the article
entitled “ The Present State of Mcdical Science ”” as follows:
““Of all known sciences none have been more unstable, con-
fused and contradictory in doctrines than practical medi-
cine. Not onlyis it chancing from age to age, and even
from year to year, but on the very same day, if we pass from
nation to nation, from city to city, or from one medical
school to another located in a neighboring street, we find
the most contradictory doctrines taught with dogmatic con-
fidence at the same hour, and the votaries of each express-
ing no little contempt for the others.”

Dr. John Mason Good, author of “The Book of Nature,”
and an eminent English physician in the early part of the
present century, wrote: ‘‘ The science of medicine is a bar-
barous jargon, and the effects of our medieine on the human
system are in the highest degree uncertain, except, indeed,
that they have already destroyed more lives than war, pesti-
lence and famine combined.”
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Bichat (the great French Pathologist), in his ‘ General
Anatomy,” Vol. L, p. 17, remarks: “‘ Medicine is an incohe-
rent assemblage of incoherent ideas, and is perhaps of all
the physiological sciences that which best shows the caprice
of the human mind. What did Isay? Itis not a science
for a methodical mind. Itis a shapeless assemblage of in-
accurate ideas, of observations often puerile, and of formu-
1l as fantastically conceived asthey are tediously arranged.”

The late Sir Ilenry Holland, one of the most eminent
physicians in Europe, in his ‘“Recollections of Past Life,”’
- 88, says: ‘“ Actual experience, with a sense of responsibil-
1ty attached to it, is the sole school in which to make a good

hysician. One of the most learned men I ever knew in the
iterature of medicine, as well as in physical science, was
one of the worst practitioners, borrowing his diagnosis from
books, and not from that happier facnlty, almost an instinet,
a spiritual gift, which enables some men to interpret and act
upon signs which no book can describe.”” The latter class of
men that Sir enry mentions are what are sometimes des-
ignated as born or natural-physicians.

There are gentlemen in DBoston who remember that
Charles Sumner and Professor Agassiz were advised and at-
tended each in his last sickness by Prof. Brown Séquard and
other eminent regular practitioners. The post mortem ex-
aminations of their bodies did not reveal the existence of
diseases sufliciently dangerous of themselves to cause their
deaths. All organs were normal. I verily believe that if
they had been attended and treated exclusively by good
magnetie healers their lives would have been prolonged, and
both perhaps might now be alive in our midst.

That wise and remarkable man, Andrew Jackson Davis,
beloved by all who know him, whose book entitled ““ The
Physician’’ has assisted in liberating thousands and tens of
thousands of men and women from allegiance to the learned
doctors, in IV. Great Harmonia, p. 353, says: “It is my
eonviction, the result of eonsiderable investigation, that
should intelligenee be transmitted and proclaimed by some
undisputed authority that on the last day of December next
the entire medical profession, except the departments of
dentistry, surgery and obstetrics, would ‘positively make
its last appearance’ in the world, mankind, even with their
present limited knowledge of the laws of life, even with all
their diseases and infirmities upon them, would straight-
way be immeasurably benefited.” And that his opinion
eontinued the same for nearly twenty years afterwards
may fairly be inferred from a communication of his in the
Banner of Light of January 11th, 1873, wherein he remarks:
“The medical profession is based upon a huge mass of
learned ignorance and assumption.”

‘‘The present system of medicine is a burning shame to its
professors, if, indeed, a series of vague and uncertain incon-
gruities deserve to be called by that name. How rarely do
our medicines do good ? Iow often do they make a patient
really worse ?”’—Dr. Ramage, F. R. C. 8., London.

Thomas Inman, M. D., London, author of ‘Ancient
Faiths Embodied in Ancient Names,” etc., etc.; consulting
physician to the Royal Infirmary, Livervool: Lecturer sue-
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cessively on_Botany, Medical Jurisprudence, Therapeutics,

Materia Medica, and the Principles and Practice of Medi-

cine, ete., in the Liverpool School of Medicine, etc., gives the

following statement of his medical experience and observa-

%ion as a Regular practitioner of the straightest sect of doc-
ors:

“Some thirty years ago, after a period of laborious study (says the
learned doctor), I became the House Surgeon of a large Tnfirmary.
In that institntion I was enabled to see the practice of seven differ-
ent doctors, and to compare the results which followed from their
varlous plans of treatmment. I soon found that the number of cases
was nearly equal amongst them all, and beeame certain that recov-
ery was little influenced by the medicine given. The conclusion
drawn was, that the physician could do harm, but that his power for
good was limited. This induced me to investigate the laws of health
and of discase with an especial desire to discover some sure ground
on whieh the liealing art might safely stand. The inquiry was a long
one, and to myself satisfactory. The concluslons to which I came
were extremely simple, amounting alinost to truisms; and I was sur=-
prised that it had required long and sustained labor to find out such
very homely truths as those which I scemed to have unearthed. Yet
with this discovery came the assurance that, if I could induce my
medical brethren to adopt my views, they would deprive themselves
of the means of living.

““ Men, like liorses or tigers, monkeys and eodfish, can do without
doctors. Here and there, it is true, the art and skill of the physician
or surgeon can relieve pain, aveit danger from accldents, and ward
off death for a tlme; but, in the generality of eases, doctors are pow-
erless. It is the business of such men, however, to magnify their
office to the utmost. They get their money ostensibly by curing the
sick; but it is elear that the shorter the illncss. the fewer will be the
fees, and the more protraeted the attendanee the larger must be the
‘honorarism.’”’

Other testimonies of old and experienced physicians of the
Regular School—not young ones just graduated, possessing
sheepskin diplomas as_the only evidence of their ability to
cure diseases—might be cited to an indefinite extent. Let
one more suffice. _It shall be the testimony of Dr. Eliphalet
Kimball, of New IHampshire. ITe was a diplomated doctor
of the Regular School. TIn his “ Thoughts on Natural Prin-
eiples,”” published in 1867, on page 7 he remarks :

“There is a doctoreraft as well as priesteraft, . . . Physleians
have slain more than war. As instruments of deatl, in their hands
calomel, bleeding, and other medicines, have done more than powder
and ball. The public would be infinitely better off without professed
physieians. In weak constitutions nature can Dbe assisted. Good
nursing is necessary, and sometimes roots and herbs do good. In
strong constitutions medicine is.seldom needed in sickness. To a
man with a good constitution, and guided by reason in his eourse of
living, sickness would be impossible. He could defer death until the
natural time. By thc use of reason in food 1 passed unharmed
through the great cliolera in New York in 1832. was nearly two
montlis in a eholera hospital, engaged with the siek, day and night.
The medieal practice provided and paid for by the city was nonsense
and an injury to the sick.”

On page 8 of the same work Dr. Kimball continues as
follows :

‘“‘Immense numbers of children in eanker-rash have been killed by
the ‘regulars,’ or scientific doctors, of whom I am one. The prac-
tiec of many of them has been to give a 11)owerful cathartic and calo-
mel at first.  The consequence is the rash cannot conie out, the child
sinks away and dles. In many of the eountry towns as many as sixty
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children have died of canker-rash in one winter, and nearly all of
then, undoubtedly, from medleine given them by physicians. Itis
shoeking to think how many soldiers in the late war were killed, or
their constitutions ruined Ly army doetors, The irrational usc of
meaicine by physicians sweeps off the people as fast as war eounld.
1t bas a serious effcct upon the census. . ., . Confidence in nature
is the all-important prineiple, not only in disease, but in social wel-
farc a8 affected by government, Artificial law eauses the diseases
of soeiely, and las made the world a bad one.””

The third statement in the preamble of the petition of the
Social Science Association is, *‘that by the laws of this State,
death caused Dby culpable and reckless iznorance of duty is
not considered manslanghter by the courtsin regard to phy-
sicians, although it is held to be manslaughter in the case of
those following other ecallings, so that iznorant and self-
styled physicians aro not restrained by fear of the law from
recklessly trifling with the lives of the citizens of this State.”

To this statement T would answer that if the law of the
State be as specified in that statement, let the law be amend-
ed, so that all physicians—the Regular as well as the irregu-
lar ones, if they perpetrate manslaughter on their patients,
shall be held responsible and amenable to law. This conrse
has been adopted in Rhode Island, and the Feburary num-
ber, 1880, of the New England Medical Gazette, the monthly
organ of the ITomeopaths, quickly gives warning to doctors
and to all its readers, by itemizing the case, on pp. 61-62, as
follows :

* A young man whose fingers had heen cut off by a cireular saw
was taken to a Rhode Island Charity Hospital, where the cxeessive
liemorrhage was controlled by the use of a tourniquet, whicl, liow-
ever, llaviig been kept on seventeen honrs, necessitated ampntation
of the arm at the shoulder. The Court at first decided (hat a charlty
institute should not bo held liable for unskillful treatment, but the
Supremo Conrt decided that Iospital Corporations should bLe re-
sponsible for lack of care in seleeting skillful men.’?

If we need additional lezislation in Massachusetts to re-
strain manslauzhter or malpractice by physicians, let us
have it. But the plan proposed by the Social Science Asso-
ciation, while tending to exclude {from practice many meri-
torious and eflicient liealers of disease, whom the school
physicians stigmatize as quacks and charlatans, does, as ap-
pears by its own statement, make no provision for holding to
aproper responsibility such regular certificated physicians as
may by accident, mischance, or cunlpable and reckless igno-
rance of duty, commit manslauzhter on their patients. Let
us have equal rights. Make both the regnlar and the irreg-
ular practitioner responsible each for his doings, and equally
amenable to the law.

Tue conclusion and prayer of the Social Science Associa-
iion petitioners is *“that thie General Court will by suitable
legislation and registration prevent all persons from practic-
inz any branch of mecdicine in this State, except such per-
sons a5 havo furnished to the authorities of the State suf-
ficient evidenee of good moral character, and of the posses-
sion of a tharough knowledse of their duty and calline.”
T'his plan thus suggested appears to me impracticable. The
Bill proposes that the Governor sbail appoint from the mem-
bers of existing_incorporated medical societies the persons
who shall constitute the Board of Medical Registration. But
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as I have previously stated, there are many citizens who do
not want as their medical attendants the practitioners of
any incorporated medical school. Moreover is the Governor
(excellent man as he is) any better qualified, or are his ap-
pointees more likely, to select suitable and acceptable phy-
sicians for you and me and our families and the ecitizens of
the State, than are you and I, and the rest of the people of
lawful age and of sound and disposing mind and memory ?
‘Why should not such persons be permitted to select their
own medical attendant and comforter? Let us have free
physicians and patients’ rights.

Furthermore, the proposed Act, in its policy, appeals to
the selfishness of the members of the Board of Medical
Registration, to restrict to the smallest possible quota the
number of practitioners whom they may permit to practice
in the State. The smaller the number of practitioners, the
larger the field of practice for themseclves and their asso-
ciates in the medical societies, and the more abundant the
harvest of their fees. Such legislation as this is retrograde,
medieval, not even up to that of the age which abolished
licensed printing.

The petitioners ask that the practitioners should be of
“good moral character.” So do I; and not only that all

ractitioners, but that every man, woman and child in the
State may be of “good moral character.” But I do not he-
lieve that such lezislation will secure either the one or the
other of these desirable ends. With no intention of wound-
ing the feclings of any one, I would ask you to call to mind
a tragedy which occurred some years ago within the walls of
vonder IMTarvard Medical School, in Grove street, Boston.
There, in a regular mediecal school, one regular Doctor, being
liimself a Professor in that school, murdered® another regular
Doctor, who had been a bountiful bencfactor of that sehool.
Would any certificate or otherevidence of good moral char-
acter granted by a Board of Medical Registration have pre-
vented that catastrophe ? I donot believe that it is or will be
in the power of any Board of Medical Registration to distin-
guish and 1o separate the wlheat from the tares among medi-
cal practitioners. I surmise that while gathering in the
tares they will root up also the wheat with them.

The plan of restricting medical practice to so-called edu-
cated physicians, somewhat as now ![)roposed in this Bill, has
been tried in Europe and England. ILet us briefly notice how
it worked.

In the fourteenth century, the Roman Catholic church re-
stricted the practice of medicine solely to educated practi-
tioners. It proclaimed ““that any srvoman who dared to heal
others without having duly studied, was a witch, and should
therefore die.”—(Michelel’s TWitches of the Aliddle Ages, p. 15.)
But Paracelsus had no respect for the learning of the edu-
cated physicians. At Basle lie threw the works of Galen
and Avieenna into the fire, and in diszust at thie pretensions
and false knowledge of the medical faculty, said there was
more knowledge in his shoe-strings than in the writings of

st;‘ l}n 1849, Dr. Geprge Parkman was there murdered by Prof, J. W. Web-
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all the physicians; he averred that he knew nothing but
what herl;ad learned from witehes.—(J. Michelet’s La Sor-
ciere, p. 5.

During the reign of ITenry VII1. Parliament undertook by
statute to limit the practice of the healing art in England to
‘“those persons that be profound, sad and discreet, groundly
leayned and deeply studied in physie,”’ and practitioners
wero ‘‘to be licensed by tlie Bishop of London or the Dean
of St. Paul’s.” EBut in 1543 the previous act was modified so
as to permit ““divers honest persons, as well men as women,
whom God hatli endowed with the knowledgze of tho nature,
kind and operation of certain lierbs, roots and waters,” to
prescribe-for and treat certain dangerous afflictions there
mentioned.—(Knight's Ilistory of England, Vol. II., p. 498.)

Yet notwithstanding these experiences of the past, many
medical practitioners, many diplomated and certificated
graduates of the schools, are now ready and eacer to pro-
claim the superiority of their own practice to that of other
physicians, and to exalt and to fight for the morality and
science of their favorite schools.

The quarrels, jealousies, personal enmities and feuds of
different sechools of medicine are notorions. YWhat land or
State of the Union has not been filled with the tumult of
their brawls. Thefight between tho Allopathistsand Ilome-
opathists in Massachusetts—between heroie doses and in-
finitesimal pellets—was bitter. As is well known, three
yearg or more ago, Allopathists, after a protracted struzcle,
succeceded in expelling certain Ilomeopathists from the Mas-
sachusetts Medieal Society. Then the ITomeopathists held
a great Fair in Boston, raised money, started their own medi-
cal society, obtained a charter from the State, and now
Allopathists, Ilomeopathists and Iiclecties for the time being
ignore their ancient feuds, and join hand to hand to erush
out all healing mediums, spirit mediums, clairvoyants, and
all other competitors. Occasionally has it happened in other
times and places (for history repeats itself,) that rival pow-
ers have for the moment become complaisant to each other,
if by so deing they could rid themselves of other obnoxious
parties. In Luko xxiii: 12, one may read that on a certain
day, when a much-maligned but faultless man was before
the magistrates, fiercely accused of much evil doingz, on
the same day Ilerod and Pilate were made friends together,
for before they were at enmity between themselves.

In this present application to the Legislature for special
legislation in behalf of diplomated doctors, of incorporated
medical schools, efforts are made to vilify and scandalize
their opponents. The petition of the Social Scicnece Asso-
ciation would excite your fears of “ignorant, self-styled phy-
sicians.” I surmise therc are more of sucliphysicians among
the young graduates of the Regular schools, especially in
therapeutics, than in any other class of the community.
The New England Medical Gazette, tho monthly organ of the
Homeopathic school, in its February number, 1880, p. 36,
says that ‘“ the proposed Medical Bill will be opposed only by
unprincipled charlatans or their agents or dupes.” Itisan
old adage : Give a dog an ill name and lie’ll soon be hangzed.
Give a man an ill name and his work is done. Such argu-
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ments we hope will not weigh with the legislators of Massa~
chusetts. Regular medical practitioners are apt to stigma-
tize other physicians as quacks, charlatans and humbugs,
yet they will appropriate (thongh sometimes not till after
the common people are thoroughly acquainted with them)
the remedies and discoveries of the men they affect to de-
spise.

Says Dr. Adam Smith: “ After denouncing Paracelsus as
a quack the Regular medical profession stole his ‘quack-
silver’ (mercury); after calling Jenner an impostor it adopt-
ed his discovery of vaccination; after dubbing Harvey a
humbug it was forced to swallow his theory of the circula-
tion of the blood.”

“Remember,” said Dr. Rush, addressing medical stu-
dents, “how many of our most useful remedies have been
discovered by quacks. Do not be afraid, therefore, of con-
versing with them and of profiting by their iguorance and
temerity. Medicine has its Pharisecs as well as religion,
but the spirit of this sect is as unfriendly to the advance-
ment of medicine as it is to Christian charity. In the pur-
suit of medical knowledge let ‘me advise you to converse
with nurses and old women. They will often suggest facts
in the history and cure of diseases which have escaped the
most sagacious observers of nature. By so doing you may
discover laws of the animal cconomy which have no place
in our system of nosology, or inour theories of physic.”’—
Dr. Daniel I1. Tuke’s ““ Influence of Mind on the Body,” p. 9.

In the history of science it has often been the fortune of
the ignorant and the lowly to hit by chance on some great
fact for which the wisdom of the ages has sought in vain.
Especially has this been the case in Therapeutics. Truly
says Dr. Stille (Therapeutics, Vol. 1., p. 31), “Nearly every
medicine has become a popular remedy before being adopt-
ed or cven tried by physicians, ‘that by far the greater
number of medicines were first cmployved in countries which
were and arc now in a state of seientific ignorance,’” and Pe-
reira declares that nux vomica is one of the few remedics the
discovery of which is not the cflect of chance.”—Beard and
Rockwell on Medical and Surgical Electricity, p. 110.

“It 1s idle to hope for a time when a medical prescription
should be a simple resultant of human qualities”; ‘‘ the
number of those in the profession is rather increasing than
diminishing with the advance of science, yet therapeutics is
mainly ¢ matier of empiricism.”’—p. 125.

Dr. D. I Tuke in his ““ Influence of the Mind upon the Body,”
p. 343, quotes Burton’s pithy observation thatan empiric or a
silly ehirurgeon doth more strange cures than a ratienal
physician. Nymannas gives the reason beeause the patient
puts his confidence in him, which Avicenna prefers before
art, precepts, and all remecdies whatever. ’Tis opinion
alone, says Cardan, that malkes or mars physicians, and he
doth the best cures, according to Hippocrates, in whom
most trust. ““Perhaps the great faunlt of physicians in this
most literal and material age is to undervalue the errone-
ous curative influence of the mind over special forms of dis«
ease.”—Dr. Edward T. Blake in Dublin University Magazind
Jor October, 1877, on the Medical Basis of Charms.
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“With the exception of a very few, and those compara-
tively insignificant Jdiseases, the medical art does not pos-
sess the power of curing disease in a direet and positive
manner. Inthe very few diseases in which it may be said
to do so, speaking generally, it not seldom fails to do so in
individnal iustances, so that such cases require to be trans-
Jerred to other categories of therapeutic action.”—Of Nature
and Art in the Cure of Disease, by Sir John Forbes, p. 256.

In 1842, at a discussion at the Medical and Chirnrgical
Society, on an operation performed without pain under the
influence of Mesmerism, a distingnished member of the pro-
fession, the late Dr. Copland, asserted that the fact was un-
worthy of the Society’s consideration, becausepain is a wise
provision of nature, and patients are all the better for it, and
recover more quickly.—Dyr. D. II. Tuke’s Influence of the Mind
Upon the Body, p. 49.

““The editor of Chelius wrote against ether, ‘I have a con«
siderable doubt of the propriety of pulting the patient into
so unnatural a condition as results fromm inhaling ether,
which seems scarcely different from severe intoxication, a
state in which no surgeon would Dbe desirous of having a
patient who was about to be submitted to a serious opera~
tion.” ”’—p. 49.

For more than thirty years last past, healing mediums and
magnetic healers have exercised their vocation in laying
their hands upon their patients, and by this simple process
have been wonderfully successful in relieving them of their
ills and maladies and restoring them to liealth. It came into
vogue in this country about the timethat Mesmerism at-
tracted the attention of many thoughtful and progressive
minds. In 1847, James Vietor Wilson, a special friend, and
attendant at the lectures of Andrew Jackson Davis, wrote
and published a small practical treatise on *‘ Magnetism and
Clairvoyance,”” with instructionsonthe method of procedure.
The Regular Medical School, with few exeeptions, either
ignored the subject or, as we have seen Dr. Copland did, op-
posed it. Dut irrecular physicians and practitioners, and
especially Spiritualists, examined the matter, and experi-
mented in it. Their patients liked it. It gradually grew in
favor. Good results—wonderful, marvelous, instantancous
cures—often followed its application. Who has not heard of
John R. Newton, the celebrated healer? I haveseen crowds
of the lame, the halt, the deaf, the blind, come to him to be
cured of their infirmities. Ile treated them one by one—a
few passes over them, or the pressure of his hands upon
them, a few kind words, a blessing or a prayer—and again
and again I have seen his patients walk away cured or muech
relieved of their lameness ot other weaknesses, leaving their
crutches, their canes, their spectacles and ear-trumpets be-
hind them. Often did such treatment do good; secldom
or never did it harm any person. Spiritualistsliked it; other
people liked it. 1t has become popular. Now the old-school
physicians, the Regulars, are looking into it. Of the various
applications which magnetic healers and healing mediums
make with their hands in rubbing, kneadine, stroking, tap-
ping and slapping the bodies of their patients, and which
they include under the name of magnetic or mesmeric treat-
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ment, the Regulars have learned something, and now desig-
nate suclh treatment as massage. Dr. Adams, President of
the Doard of ITealth, or of the Board of Medical Examina-
tion, in New ITampshire, in his testimony before you said:
“Every physician knows massaxe ; rubbinz is all there is in
it.” I hope youand he will pardon ma if Ido not agree with
him in either of lis statements, and permit me to comment
on them.

A valuable article entitled “The History of Massage,” by
Dr. Douglass Graham, of Boston, was published in the Medi-
cal Record last Auzust. The writer states ‘‘that in 1876
ihere were many physicians in Germany ” (svhieh with Aus-
tria is probably the headquarters of rezular medical skill)
‘““who had never heard of massage, and that it was then an
every-day question as to what it meant.” Dr. S, Weir Mitch-
ell, in his treatise on “Fat and Blood, and Ilow to Make
Them,” published in 1879, devotes Chapter V. to Massace,
and says it ““is little understood in America,” that hie * first
saw it used by a charlatan,” and that “‘the results obtained
were so remarkable that lie began soon after to learn what
he could cf its employment,” and that he ‘““soon found he
had an acent little understood and of singular utility.”

Prof. Von Morenceil of Bonn, speaking of massage, says,
(as quoted by Dr. Graham in his tract, *“ Massage,” p. 27,) .
“Its value must be recognized, but it is not adapted for
every-day use by every physician ; nor will it be much used
in hospitals for lack of time. . . . Specialists, therefore,
will probably get the most satisfactory results from it.”’

But Dr. Adams further says that “Rubbingisall there is in
it.” I Dbelieve that something more than mere rubbingis in it.
Dr. Graham, p. 29, says, ‘“‘Some people have a natural tact with
a peculiar quality of strength and structure of lands which
render them vastly superior as manipulators.”” Hippoerates
says (as quoted in James Victor Wilson’s treatise, p. 11,)
that the heat which oozes out of thie hand on being applied
to the siek is highly salutary, and that it has often appeared
to him while he has thus been soothing his patients as if
there were a singular property in his hands to pull ont and
drain away from the affected parts aches and divers impuri-
ties by laying his hand upon the place and extending his
fingers toward it. ““It isknown,” he says, ¢ that health may
be implanted in the sick by certain gestures and by contact.”
Real benefit was often derived from the use of Perkins’s me-
tallic tractors by persons nupon whose bodies they were ap-
plied at the beginning of the present century. It was sup-
posed that galvanism, excited by or imparted from the me-
tallic tractors, produced the benefit ; but wlen salutary re-
sults followed the manipulation of two pieces of wood paint-
ed to resemble the metal tractors, then tlhie Rezulars sup-

yosed that the patient’s faith wrought his enre. Formyself,

think that it has been and often is something more than
mere rubbing, or the patient’s faith, or expectant attention,
that substitutes licalth for sickness, and strencth for debili-
ty, both in eases of patients operated on by hiealing medi-
ums, or by metallic or wooden tractors. Otherwise, why
have the tractors lost their efiicacy, and why are the rub-
bings of certain hireling hospital manipulators of but little
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effect ? These and other considerations not appropriate now
to be dwelt upon, have constrained me to believe that spirit-
ual agencies and angel operators at some times more than at
other times, with some patients more than with others, co-
operate with certain mediums and healers more than with
other operators, in relieving patients of their sicknesses and
maladies. At some times, healer and patient have, as I be-
lieve, entertained angels unawares.

Another point in connection with Dr. Adams’s testimony
before the Committee now occurs to me. You doubtless re-
member the means that he said e employed to prevent
irregular physicians or what he called quacks from practic-
ing in Manchester, N. II., where lie resides and practices.
When an itinerant healer there arrived and put out his sign
or circular, Dr. Adams said that he informed the city mar-
shal thereof, who in his turn sent an official notice to the
new-come doctor warning him of the law, and hinting at
Brospective prosecution, etec. Such anotice is sufficient, said

1. Adams, his face mantling with smiles at his shrewdness
and success ; the quack soon folds his tent andsilently steals
away and probably returns to Boston. I am free tosaythat
Idid not appreciate Dr. Adams’s services in thus excluding
healers and itinerant Shysicians from Manchester as highly
as the doctor seemecd to value them. I thomnght of the
chronic sick people there living, who but for the New Ilamp-
shire restrictive law would probably have been liealed or
greatly benefited, but their health continued broken and mis-
erable. Why? Because they knew not and were not per-
mitted to know of the time of their visitation by messengers
of health, some of whom doubtless wander about destitute
and afflicted, like the healers mentioned in the Bible, of
whom the world was not worthy.

Section 3 of the proposed bill provides that applicants for
a license to practice medicine, shall be examined on such
subjects as the board of medical registration shall require,
‘“not including therapeutics.” Dut therapeutics is the only
department of medicine in which magnctizers, healing and
medical mediums practice. It is the only departmentwhere-
in the Bill requires no examination of its Jicentiates. Itis
the only department wherein Allopaths, ITomeopaths and
Eclectics do not agree, and about which they quarrel with
one another and with everybody else. It isin therapeutics
that many Spiritualists, reformers and other people, will
trust healers, but will not trust regulars. Now please remem-
ber that according to the philosophy of Andrew Jackson
Davis disease is discord; it is a disturbance, or an inhar-
monious circulation of the spiritual principle through the
organism. Magnetizers, healing and medical medinms in
their treatment of, and prescriptions to patients, scek to lull
the discord—to harmonize the circulation of the spiritual

prineciple, to bring peace to the troubled body and soul.

ence their healing practices may properly be called Spir-
itual or Ilarmonizing therapeutics, and their gystem may be
termed the Harmonial system. The proposed Bill lcaves to,
and permits Allopaths to practice Allopathic therapeutics,
Homeopaths to practice ITomeopathic therapeutics, Eclec-
ties to practice Eclectic therapeutics. WWhy, then, ina Com-
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monwealtl which undertakes to secure equal rights and lib«
ertics to its citizens, should not magnetizers, healing and
medical mediums he permitted to practice their Spiritual
and IIarmonial therapeutics? especially upon patients
who believe in and prefer that practice and go to them for
it? Dut two or three points were urged in behalf of the pe-"
titioners whicli it may be well liere briefly to notice.

Dr. Cornell said in effect, ““let healers, clairvoyants
and others, who object to the Bill, form a society of their
own, and become incorporated as we Eclecties did.” To
this I answer that the Constilution of the State declares
that the end of government is to furnish to the individuals
of the hody politic “ihe power of enjoying in safety and
tranquility their natural rvights.” It treals its citizens as
individuals. 1t does not require that they should first he-
come corporations, or members of an incorporated society,
hefore they may enjoy in safety and tranquility their nat-
wral rights.—(Preamble of the Censtilution.)

2. A physician, in the truest, broadest sense of that term,
belongs to, and practices in no exclusive school of medicine.
ITe may hiave heen trained as an Allopath, or as an [Tomeo-
path, or as a BDotanie practitioner; but as he grows in wis-
dom and knowledge, lie perceives evils and deficiencies in
each system, and excellencies inside and outside of other
systems. ITence a progressive physician necessarily out-
grows the limitations of sectarian medical societies and
systems, and learns to recoznize and apply in practice other
curative azencies. Allopaths may call themsely s reqular,
but so long as they adhere exclusively to Allopathic reme-
dies and niodes of treatment (call themselves by what name
they may) they are simply sectarists in merdicine—or incoms
Rlcto phvsicians. Were a member of the Massachusetts

Iedical Society to say, as its President recently did in your
hearing, that be would not consultwitlia ITomeopathic phy-
sician, even if the patient was dying, I should infer that
such an one was a sectarist in the healingz art, a fractional
physician, and not a physician in its truest and breadest
sense. I should infer that lie had hardened his belter
nature, and dwarfed his manhood to tlie rules of his
society, and that the Massachusetts Medical Society had
ontiived its usefulness. The Pharisces had no dealings with
the Samaritans, but Jesus, thie noblest of all the Ilehrews,
was not bound by their limitations; he ate and drank with
publicans and sinners. “I am a man,” said Terrence. “and
nothing that pertains to man is alien to me.” Which were
the trnest men, whicli the great physicians, which more
likely to be public benefactors—ancient democrats who set
at nanalit, or modern doctors, stunted by the restrictions of
sectarian medical schools, and plotting for protective legisla-
tion for themselves ?

3. The counscl for the Society of Specialists mentioned it
asan existing evilthat stranzers necding a physician cannot
Jearn irom their signs and titles whether they are regular
doctors or quacks. Tais difficully arises from the mediecal
faculty attempting to include in their Rrofessional titles
more than they are honestly entitled to. M. D. is an abbre-
viation of Doctor of Medicine. Many systems or schools of
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wmedicine exist. There are doctors or persons learned in
the Allopathic system of medicine but not learned in the
Homeopathic system. 'There are doctors or persons learned
in the 1ITomeopathic but nof learned in the Allopathic systein
of medicine, and there are doctors or persons learned in the
Ecleetic or Botanie system but not learned in the Allopathic
or Ilomeopathie system. Now let these diverse practition-
ers specialize, and by their titles indicate their special sys-
tems of practice. Let the Allopath name or indicate his
vocation, not as Doctor of Medicine in its widest significa-
tion, which he is not, for he is not learned in all systems of
medicine, certainly not in the Ilarmonial system—but is
learned in one department of it, viz., Allopathy; let him
therefore style himself and be called Allopath, and put, if
he wish it, A. M. D. after his name. So let the ITomeo-
pathic praciitioner call himself and be called Homeopath,
and append, if he desire it, I. M. ). to his name; and let
the Eclectic designate his calling as Eclectic Doctor of Medi-
cine, and ornament his rame with E. M. D. This plan is
one of specialization (and the scientifie practice of the agze
more and more tends to specialties), and is one which if the
Society of Specialists adopted, would tend to diminish the
evil complained of by their counsel, and obviate the need of
any additional legislation in the matter.

One of the learned counsel in advocating the Bill
stated that its enactment would not exclude magnetizers
from practicing their vocation. Now if magnetizers did no
more than manipulate their patients the statement would
be true. Butthere are magnetizers and clairvoyants, and
healing, and mediecal, and spirit mediums who preseribe and
sometimes prepare medicines, usually very simple ones, for
their patients. Such preseribing of medicine is within the
purview of the Act, and Section 11 provides that any person
who shall practice inedicine within the Commonwealth
without being duly licensed or anthorized thereto. shall be

unished by a fine. Consequently the proposed DBill pro-
1ibits from practice in the State all unlicensed prescribing
magncetizers, clairvoyant healing mediums, and spirit me-
dinms.

I would here present some argnments (cozent ones they
are,) of eminent physicians in favor-of Universal Medical
Freedom for all practitioners—diplomated or undiplomated
—of this school or that school, or of no school of medicine.
Dr. James John Garth Wilkinson, of London, in his pam-
Phlets entitled “A Free State and Free Medicine,” and
‘Medical Freedom,” published in 1870, and Dr. Joseph R.
Buchanan, now Professor of Physiology, Authropology and
Physiological Institutes of Medicine in the Eclectic Medical
College of the City of New York, in his ‘ Earnest Appeal for
Medical Freedom,” published in Boston in 1877, advocate
that beneficent and liberal plan of medical practice. Even
the New England Medical Gazetie, which now favors the
present proposed Medical Bill, and says ‘it will be opposed
only by unprincipled charlatans, or their agents or dupes,”
in its April issue, 1877, p. 178, declared then that such a law
could bring nothing_ but pollution to medicine. Dut let me
guote its exact words : “A bill is pending in Tennessee ‘to
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protect citizens from empiricism.” Dut there, asin Michi-
gan, where a trial of ‘State Medicine’ has been made, and
elsewhere, the opinion prevails that the law can bring noth-
ing but pollution to medicine, and that if {he profession can-
not stand on its own merits, it cannot be propped up by the
law. Thisis the principle homeopaths lave always acted
on, and thie most seusible men among regulars recognize its
merits, and understand the folly of altempting the practice
of exclusion.” But now this same Ilomeopathic New Iing~
land Medical Gazetlte advocates a restrictive medical law,
and in its last May number says Massachusetts, and every
State in the Union, needsit. It gives reasons, Its lastis
probably its strongest argument, viz., thatsuch alawisanim-
perative necessity “ for the protection of the medical profes-
sion.” When the editor was an outsider, and felt the cut of
tihe Allopathic lash, he denounced the whip; now he would
like to hold that same whip, and lash all other physicians
outside the incorporated schools. YWhetherlie be at the butt
end or the tail end of a whip, strangely alters the critic’s
opinion of its eflicacy.

As Dr. Wilkinson’s pamphlets in favor of “ A Free State
and Free Mcdicine ”” are scarce and but little known in this
country, and his arguments are good, I shall quote quite
freely from them. Dr. Buchanan’s pamnhlet was published
and can easily be obtained in Boston, therefore from it I
shall give no extracts. Dr. Wilkinson has been and is wide-
ly and favorably known in Great Britain and the United
States, especially by ITomeopathists and Swedcenborgians,
for his many valuable publications and because of his high
character as a physician and a philanthropist. He writes,
“1 plead in the name and interest of the community alone.”
“The medical profession has crept into the Government
and is inciting it to breaches of thie most sacred freedom,”

p. 2, 3. “It undertakes to immure the people of these
})slands ”’ (i. e., England and Ircland) ‘“in its own narrow
materialism,” p. 21. Says Dr. Wilkinson, ‘““1he arrogance of
chartered medicine has been displayed on various subjects
ever since I entered the profession. When Mesmerism
came 1up, and nobody knew anything about it, and a few
wished to learn by experiment, chartered medicine appear-
ed upon every mesmeric scene and attempted by violence to
foreclose the experiment. It swooped down upon the peo-
ple who were investigating; it knew that the whole exhibi-
tion was humbug and imposture, and it comforted itself
with an enormity of conceited ignorance such as no one can
command or contain unless he has a permanent conceit
pipe running into him directly from a chartered college.
And yet, reader, the subject was new; these litile men
Lknew nothing about it, but they hated it: and they hated it
_because it enlarged the domain of physiology and psycholo-
gy beyond their possession; and their possession was nar-
row, their heart was narrow and their mind was narrow,
and their spirit was, not becanse their ecalling was no cre-
ation of God, but a mannfacture of their State colleges,”
p. 22. “Why do candid physicians every now and then as-
tonish casual hearers by a hint of the very small progress
which therapeutics have made since the day of Galen? Why
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does poor little Medicine, stunted and wizened, cast so wist-
ful an eye at_the strong limbs and bouncing proportions of
cousin Chemistry ? Simply because the nnhappy child has
been brought up on little but maintenance of truih, while
lier relative, lucky in not being committed to the care of
colleges, has becn brought up on progress of science. Go for
progress, and let truth maintain herself,” p. 23.

Dr. Wilkinsonsays that ‘“for thirty years hie has been con-
vinced of the inestimable benefits to be derived from medi-
cal freedom ; that the results of all legislation toward free-
dom have deepened his conviction. Many years ago he
translated Swedenborg’s ““Animal Kingdom,”” a work in
which a frec layman demonstrated by light and life that the
psychology and physiology of the body of man are opened by
God to free thought where they are closed against profes-
sional thought,”” p. 29.

“Not a college, sect or diploma will perish when physic is
free from State patrounage and protection:’’ that is to say,
unless public bodies, (i. e., State eollcges and chartered med-
ical societies) ‘‘choose to disband themselves. The only
power they will lose, will be the power of harming other
bodies or other people not of their way of thinking. They
will gain the power of emulating the good works and open-
mindedness of all the useful people whom they have called
quacks, and impostors, and unqualificd practitioners, who
have been the moving wheels of practice in all ages of the
world,”’ p. 33. X

To the question whether lie would commit the lives of the
community to the possible intervention of uneducated men,
Dr. Wilkinson answers, p. 34, “The education of thie schools
ecannot fit men for curing the diseases of their fellows ! it is
only one way of launching them toward professional, bnt
not necessarily healing life. A man ¢f no Latin, no anato-
my, no physiology, is every now and then a good physician,
though he sits on the lowest forms of sociely. ITe is edu-
cated for that use, though lhie cannot write his own name.
By freedom bring himinto rapport with the light of learning
if you ean, but at all events kill not the divine power which
%Js in 1lli,m of doing good because he is not educated up to your

cnch.” >

“The State, it is trne, can exact from every one that he or
she shall pass through a curriculum of preparatory studies
and hospital attendance to fit him to enter upon practice.
But of the studics, many may be useless except as accom-
plishments. From the studies many useful oncs may be left
out owing to the bigotry of the elders. The diploma may be
sought as the shield of protection to the doctor, rather than as
the shicld of health to the patient. Numerous men naturally

ualified for medicine, born doctors maybe, are shut out
rom their life-work by the expense which confines the
gractice of physic to the abler, i. e., the wealthier “classes.”
state licentiates learing upon their diplomas are apt, from
the very necessity of their practice, to be mastered by a con-
ceit in which natural skill must languish. To be built up
against freedom, to be privilezed, is to be built up against
nature. . . . Theroot and basis of medicineis the love
of healing in the universal heart and mind,” pp. 35-36.
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“An imnression has been sedulously cultivated that Anat-
omy and Physiology, Pathologzy, and various othier branches
of science are the healing virtues in the world, and that
they and tlie written practice of medicine constitute posi-
tive faculties in man; whereas they are mere books, or at
best outlying experiences. Not one of them has any direct
relation, any rule of thumb, to a single case that will
hereafter occur. In every instance they require to pass
through a living medical perception to be of any use. That
perception and all that belongs to it is a spiritual thing, and
must only be fed, but not substituted or overlaid by knowl-
edge. It is anappetite for doing good and working cures,
and experience and knowledge mmnst feed it; and this must
take place upon true social conditions ; that is to say, all the
men who belong naturally to the calling must be cncouraged
by the absence of State interference to take their places at
the Board of Healing,” p. 37.

‘“Emancipate medicine from State trammels, and poor
men’s medical colleges would arise, and compete not ignobly
with other collezes.” The poor could then be attended by
educated men of their own sort at small expense, and the
masses generally would be raised by having their own un-
scorned natural professions, and a new class of bluff, honest
common sense, and artisan ways of natural life would be
added to these noble arts. The medical instinet and inspira-
ﬁOI}) of humanity shall stand upon their feet in the masses,’”

D. 42.

“The protection of medicine by the State is artificiality
and injustice. Remove it, and with it you begin to remove
the baneful belief—now all but universal—that medical men
can be created by culture ; that real culture can come from
without, and that nature and gifts of the men are of
second rate importance,” p. 43.

“1 owe it,” says Dr. Wilkinson, at the close of his Free
State and Free Medicine, ‘“‘toall my medical brothers and sis-
ters, tosay, that thoush I have spoken hardly of their corpo-
rations, I desire to speak and think reverently and lovingly
of themselves ; for J am one of them, on board of their own
boat. Iam an old medical practitioner, forty years at the
work. And especiallydo I desire to see us all more free and
open in onr hearts and minds, less fearful and less unbeliev-
ing ; looking less to tlie past thian to God and the future, and
praying for his inspiration whilec we scan all nature and
art and books for this instruction. And I have learnt that
the way to advance to all this, is by going out of State swad-
dling clotlies, and under heaven winning for ourselves free-
domof'medicine in the greater freedom of our country,” p. 30.

Some eight orten years passed after the publication of
Dr. Wilkinson’s pamphlets on Medical I'reedom. The Regular
Allopathic Schools and Faculty continued to hold by legal
enactments the almost entire monopoly of medical practice
in Great Britain, Again did Dr. Wilkinson protest against
its injustice, wrong, and oppression. From his ‘ HuMAN
ScieExcE AND DIVINE REVELATION,” recently published, I
make the following extracts :

“TLook at the medieal ‘ Regulars,’ grasping at Jﬂace and power
that the dogmas of the most uncertain of arts and sciences may be
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scenred and attested,not by nature but by Parliament.” . . . “See
the empire of violent drugs, of quinine and calomel and ehemicals,
still holding much of its own sway, Mark the new extension of the
oplate delnslon, the chloroform and chlorals which are committed as
a habit, and a destroying habit it is, to the rich. Look at the vast
hospitals which are medleal and surgieal thrones, where patients die
at a rate unknown to private praetice. Observe corporate mediecal
seerecy and Its technical pharmacopeelas whieh warns the public
from tearning the mystery of its own diseases,” p. 37.

He cxhorts the people ““ to shake thoe aristocracy of medleine, snb-
mit it to a vigllant popular tribunal, and shift and snbordinate the
medical mind and eonsclence as a eentre iu the eountry,” p, 45. Ile
inslsts that the *“ Inst of drugging is the demon of medieine,” p. 46,
and thatsueh a healing art is a bad healer; that it tortnres and short-
ens, and does not bless nor lengthen hunian tife, and leaves out the
marrow of cure; p.49. e says that ‘‘Iospitals are artifielal in-
festations and pollutions of the peace of the general health,” p. b1,

“The centralization and papaey of medicine 1is advanced into the
State, and a virtual infallibility ias been claimed for its orthodoxies,
wlhich are carried forth” in England “with terrtble compulsory
legislation. The evil power thiathas been cast down from the eleri-
cal plane has fallen upon thie lower tevel of the doetors,and the earth
is troubled with their use of it,”” . 430.

“ Commit every calilng to its own maintenance and responsibility ;
do not privilege 1t and pay it, In no way direct or indireet, for ortho-
doxy or betlef in artieles, and let every man practicewithout inter-
ference of law, leaving his competency to be deelded only by his
employers, and any harm he does to be answered before the ordinary
tribunals,” p. 430.

. In the Preamble of the Constitution of the United States
it appears that the people of the United States ordained and
established that Constitution (among other objects) to se-
cure the blessings of liberty to themselves and to their pos-
terity. Certainly does not that declaration include that
you, I, and all the people of the United States have liberty to
empl‘?y such physicians as we may respectively wish to em-

oy

The Constitution of Massachnsetts declares that the end
and purpose of government is to secure to individuals who
compose the body politic-*‘ thie power of enjoying in safety
and tranquility their natural rights and the blessings of
life.”” Imagine, if you can, a Liberal, a Spiritualist, or any
other citizen who instinctively shnns tha practice of a diplo-
mated registered doctorof any of the three medical schools,
as confined at hishome by illness. He sends out for his heal-
ing magnetizers to relieve him in his sickness. None eome.
They have been debarred from practice by this Act. The
good wife of the sick man then brings in a young Regular
doctor to conjecture on her husband’s malady. The sick
man instinctively shrivels up in horror as he sees the young
Regular son of Esculapius enter his apartment. The in-
valid (perhaps lie was at one time a member of the Legisla-
ture) has heard of Regulars. In the discussions there, or
elsewhere, hie has heard or read that Regnlars are the men
who mix drugs of which they know little, to pour into a
body of which they know less, to cure a disease of which
they know nothing, that nnder pretence of helping the pub-
lic health and good morals they plotted to monopolize the
medical practice of the State to themselves and their asso-
ciates. Asthe youngdoctor approaches his bedside thesick
patient, nervous and indignant at a Government doctor be-
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ing, as it were, forced upon him, sees expectant fees in that
doctor’s eyes, purgation in his pills, venesection in lis lan-
cet, viviseclion in liis scalpel, variola inhis quill points, in-
flammation in hiis plasters, poisons in his medicines, confu-
sion in his preseription, death in his treatment, an expen-
sive undertaker, and a funeral at his own door. *Throw
physic to the dogs,” says he, *“I’ll none of it.”” How, under
such circumstances, can the sick man enjoy, in the safety
and tranquility assured by the Constitution of his State, his
natural right of selecting his own friend and doctor, to com-
_fﬁrt, st}?pport, strengthen, and, if possible, relieve him of his
illness

Let me delay a moment to explainone ground of the aver-
sion of this supposed invalid to the Regulars. He lias heard,
as I’ve said, that they are the men ““who mix drugs of
which they know nothing” ; (have not my citations of the
testimonies of many eminent physicians tended to prove
that ‘mrt of the statement?) “‘to pour into a body of which
thiey know less,”’—they Irmow less because they know not of,
and do not minister with their medicines to, the spiritual

rinciple in man. It is the spirit that pervades the body, it
is the spirit that qnickeneth. (John vi: 63.) When the spirit
is well, tlie body is well; when the spirit is sick, the body is
sick. The flesh profiteth nothing. Regulars minister to the
body, magnetizers and spirit mediums to the spirit.

The best government, as I fully believe, is where there is the
least possible government consistent with the safety of thie
body politic, and the protection of human natural rights. It
is the special duty and function of good government to pro-
tect those rights from invasion either by individuals or by
corporations. ILiberty—freedom from interfercnce or op-
pression by State, church or society—is a great blessing. Jef-
ferson said, “eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.”” The
beloved and martyred Abraham Lincoln advocated a gov-
ernment of the people, by the people, for thie people,
that liberty Perish not from the carth; bnt this pro-
posed doctors’ bill provides “a government of the people,
by the doctors, for the doctors, and vrestricts liberty.
Lincoln’s conception was for freedom and liberty. The
doctors’ plan is for domination, tyranny and fces. Her<
bert Spencer declares that medical popery, which the
doctors think is so defensible, is parallel to religious popery,
which all Protestants think is so indefensible. Prof. Fran-
cis W. Newman lias also truly declared “to enact a medical
code, or command a medical process, is usurpation—not legit-
imate legislation, even viewed from thescientific side,” “and
certainly,” as Prof. Dr. A. Wilder, of New York, remarks,
“when viewed from the standing-point of common right, or
the principle of Repnblican governmment, it has no warrant
or justification whatever.”

ood advice was it that Gamaliel gave to the priests and
Sadducees of his day, wlio were indignant that the apostles
by their hands wrought, signs and wonders, and lieaied the
sick folks. Said Gamaliel, “ Refrain from these men, and
let them alone, for if this work be of men it will come to
nagé;ht, but if it be of God ye cannot overthrow it.”’—(4cts
v: 38, : '
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Let me hope that the wise spirit of toleration and brother-
hood which prompted this advice of the IHebrew counsellor
and doctor of the law, will have weight with the legislators
of Massachusetts, and will operate to prevent the enact-
men! of an act which, like the Witeh Statutes of two centu-
ries azo, will bring certain disgrace on the name of Massa-
chusetts, will withdraw health-giving energies, spiritual and
angelic therapeutics from its citizens, and is sure to inflict
oppression and persecution upon the useful and humble
healers known as clairvoyants, spiritual mediums, healing
mediums and magnetizers.

Mr. Chairman, in behalf of and for the protection of the
many remonstrants whom I represent, against unjust, un-
equal and privileged class-legislation, Isubmit as an amend-
ment to the Bill before you, and to any Bill which may be
proposed to vestrict, to rezulate, or otherwise to interfere
with the free practice of medicine in this Commonwealth,
the following provisos, the same to be added to and made a
part of this and any other Medical Bill that may be pro-
posed, namely:

“Provided that the provisions of this Aect shall not apply to spir-
iltuall mediums, to clairvoyants, to healing mediums, nor to inagnetic

ealers. s

And further provided that every citizen of this State above the age
of twenty-one years, and of sound and disposing mind and memory,
may employ for himself and in his family the medical aid and ser-
vices of any person he may wish to employ, anything in this Act to
the contrary notwithstanding.”

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Committee, thank-
ing you for your kind attenticn, I now close my argument
in defence of healing and medical mediums, and for univer-
sal freedom in the practice of the healing art, with the fol-
lowing eloquent and convincing letter to the same points
which I recently received from Dr. Buchanan, Professor of
Physiology, Anthropology and Physiological Institutes of
%\gedlicine in the Eclectic Mcdical College of the City of New

ork:

NEW YORK, Feb, 19th, 1880,
ALFRED E. GILES, EsQ., Hyde Park, Mass.:

DEAR SiR—I earnestly hope the friends of medical freedom will
not 0111{ defeat the attempt to legislate against the rights of the peo-
ple, but will stamp this mnovement with such reprobation as wili for-
ever prevent its repetition. , p—

It isas fundamentally wrong in principle to attempt in any man-
ner, by force of law, to restrict popular freedom of choice in medi-
cine, as it would be to restrict the freedom of choice in rellgion. Med-
ical freedom and religious freedom stand on the very samme ground
and the Medical College has no higher right than the Theologica
Seminary to determine who shall save body or soul. It is shocking
to think that descendants of those who left the Old World to escape
from religious bondage slionld engage in the establishment of a sys-
tem of medical bondage, which has been far more cruel and oppress-
ive than that of the hierarchy. There is no physical suffering im-
posed by thie priesthood of an established chureh: but the physical
suffering and misery imposed by a medical oligarchy have left a terri-
ble record throughout Christendom, to which it would require a vol-
ume to do justice.

The practice of treating disease by bloodshed has been kept up
throughout Christendom ever since the days of Galen, and is not yet
entirely abandoned, although it was demonstrated over forty years
ago in the most incontestable manner that every act of bleeding was
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f}n afsnu]t upon human life, which impaired vitality and accelerated
eath.

Upheld by law, medical schools have prolonged this outrage upon
Nature, and endeavored to crush all who would introduce more
rational systems. Dleeding was but one of the cruel acts of violence
against tlic laws of Nature, which have aggravated the mortality of
disease in many cases and prevented the remedial power of Nature
from effecting a cure. X }

Until a very recent period, every consumptive was peremptorily
handed overto death, unless saved by escape from tlie control of
Allopathic physicians, and to assert the curability of consmmption
was to bring down scornful denunciation upon tlhie daring medical
lieretic. With the same blind adhercnce to authority and tradition,
cholera was treated with a mortality varying froin twenty-five to
sixty per cent., by the leaders of the medical profession—while it
has been amply shown by American physicians wiio have thrown off
the shackles of authority, that ninety-five per cent. can be cured by
rational treatment, and that any mortality exceeding ten per eent.
is a proof of ignorance and malpractice. .

The curability of eancer has also been denied even more positive-
Jy than the curability of consumption, and while its cure has been car-
ried on by Auerican physicians who exercise the professional free-
dom of eclecticisin, these improvements have been opposed and con-
cealed from the rising generation of physicians by medical eolieges,
with the disastrous result of causing a mortality of half a million,
fom'tﬁfths of which would have been preveunted by rational treat-
ment.

Can it be possible that such a system of medleal malpractice, dog-
matism and crnelty can reeeive any assistance from a rcpublican
legisiature in perpetuating these enormities and crushing every ef-
fort of pllilanthropr tosave the victiins of false doctrine and unfeel-
ing practice from their prolonged sufferings ?

Can it be possible that any legislative body will endeavor to make
bencvolence a crime and to u})lm]d the power of an avaricious mo-
nopoly ‘;Lga'mst the influence of modern enlightenment and scientitic
reform

Such legislation, conferring exclusive privilezes npon the pnpils of
medical colleges, even if those colleges represented an enlightened
system of medleine, would be an invasion of onc of the dearest and
most_inalicnable rights of hnmanity—tlie rlght of dsing our duty,
the right of obeying God, the right of helping the unfortunate. 1f
we have thie right to help the suffering with bread and milk, we have
no less clear aright to give help by healing herbs, by baths, by band-
ages, by mineral waters, l){ eleetricity, and by the life of our own
Bodies given through the hand, as it was given by the carly Chris-

ians.

The healing of the sick by the magnetism of the human body and
soul Is not ouly a right but a duty—a duty from which uo true Chris-
tian can be free. To interfere with thisvieht is to violate religlons
liberty, to put a penalty npon duty, and place the legislation of man
in op})psmmn to the laws of God. "We are exliorted in the Scriptures
to cnlfivate and use these gifts of God, tlie Lhealing power and the
power of propliecy, and in the performance of this duty we mmay defy
any law of human enietment, for he who makes or enforces snch a
law is the eriminal, not hie who obeys thie law of God in giving relicf
to the suffering. No medical school or medieal clique gave o the
Chiristians of the Pentecostal churclies the power or the permission
to heal the sick, nor wonld their authority iave been regarded for a
moment by those faithful diseiples and followers of Christ.

There are errors and quackeries under all systems that exist, for
human beings are always imperfect in their administration of prinei-
ples, but the errors and quackeries of dogmatie medicine are so
enormous in amount that one of the highest anthorities in the medi-
cal profession of England, Dr. Forbes, confessed that the Allopathie
system, whicli he had practiced, was of very little practical value,
and there are many physicians beside Dr. Jennings, of Connecticut,
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who have, after ten or twenty years’ experlence in the old school pro-
fession, lost their taith, and almost or quite abandoned their use of
drugs, not because medicines are useless, but because a false system
of practice made them dangerous and destructlve.

I do not deery a ratlonal, practieal, liberal system of mediecine that
follows nature; on the contrary I have that faith which 13 never
found in the Allopathic ranks, that it ecan alleviate or enre all hunian
diseases. But I deny the right of any legislative body to deprlve
freemen of thelr choice in medieal treatmeut. And I affirm that if
any system is to be restrained by law It should be the system which
has heretofore consigned to death all cancerous and consumptive
patlents, nearly one-half of the e¢'olera patients. and about one-
fourth of the sufferers from pneumonia. Under Allopathle manage-
ment forty years ago a drug store in active business was more de-
struetive to the health and life of the neighborhood than a grog-shop
sending out its rum, whiskey and braudy. And I am sure that if a
legislative committee were toinqulre info the mortality of the drug
business nunder Allopathle control at present, it would b2 proved that
Allopathic drugs have been as destrnetlve as aleohol, and as ur-
ﬁcntly ueied legislative supervision, if thc leglslature is to think for

10 people.

In oppositlon to this destructive system, modern Intelllgence has
developed methods that are absolutely safe and harmless. Legisla-
tive power has been often used orinvolzed against Ilomeopatlhy,
which its fiercest eneinles inust acknowledge is absolutely harmless
and safe. Lqually safe has been the clectrical treatment of disease
and the hydropathle system, while the inethods of animal magnet-
ism, ineluding elairvoyanee and spirlt-guidance, which were the
metliods of the primitive Christians, are not only absolutely safe but
are purely and entirely beneficent, for they are smx{)ly the giving of
life from the well to the slck, and as Incapable of doing harm as a
gift of water to the man dying with thirst. In every city of our
country wo can find those who have been lealed by these natural
methods, after the faculty had failed—the natural methods that were
in vogue before the dawn of sclentific medieine, and wlileh still pro-
duce results that aro far beyond the power of the seliools.

A committee that wonld fairly investlgate thls subjeet would find
thousands of cases in which clairvoyance had eorrected the blunder-
ing diagnoses of college graduates, and in which magnetic treatment
}md t§1ea]ed the quacked, worn-out and abandoned patients of Al-

opathy.

Clairvoyants and magnetic practitloners are often assisted in their
Practice )y the spirits of departed friends—dcparted physicians, who

n spirit-life diseover the follies of their earthly systems of practiee,
and not only nso medicine more wisely, but, having a deeper insight,
become infallible in diagnosis.

I donot speak of these things as a one:-sided partlsan, for I do not
belong to tho clalrvoyant ranks, and I have been a member of the
medical profession for forty-five years, and was onc of the founders
of the most successful medical eollege ever established in Cineinnati,
in whieh I labored for ten years, during the latter half of whieh tinie
I was its public representatlve as the Dean of the Faenlty. I am
still a mediecal professor in New York ; but I have never indulged in
the bigotry of the profession, or discouraged those who, being happily
e?do‘\ved, are able to cure by the methods of nature without the ald
of science.

I have known the suceess of clairvoyants in diagnosls and pre-
seription for many years, and I have seen successful practice in my
own family by deceased physicians giving tlheir directions through
spirit mediums in private life. In thie midst of my medleal labors at
Cinclnnatl, a servant girl in my family being disabled Dby a swelled
and diseased ankle, was sent several times to the best hospital with-
in reach. for surgical treatment, without any materlal improvement,
when my wife consulted, through a mediumistic lady living near, the
spirit of a deceased physician, her brother-in-law, and received di-
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rections different from anything known in medical authors, which
made a very speedy and thorough cure.

In another case, during my absence from home, the same spirit-
physician, when consulted, corrected_an erroneous dlagnosis inthe
case of one of my sons, and prevented him from taking unnecessary
and improper medicine presented by a respectable young physician.

Such cases are abundant all over our country, and so far as my
obscrvation goes, I have never known an erroncous preseription or
one of dangerous character given from the spirit-world, through
those who have the refined interior powers that reach the minds of
the departed.

. The accessibility to these spirit-influences and spirit-communica-
tionsls a part of man’s religlous nature, by which he becomes accessl-
ble tothe influences of the Holy Spirit and to the Divine Influx, which
ennobles humanity and renders the soul and body of the good man a
temple for the Lord.

To war against these benevolent ministrations from Heaven is an
act of impiety, which may be natural in a dogmatic infidel to whom
all but matter is nonentity or superstition ; but to cultivate all the
refined and beantiful elements of the soul by which God and the
angels are brought into humanity is a duty of the highest obligatlon,
and no man or woman who prays In sincerlty for the influence of the
Holy Spirit will reject the influence and help of the ““ ministering
spirits”’ of whom the Seriptures speak. )

But whether the leglslator belicves or disbelieves In God and his
angels, he has no right to raise a sacrilegious hand agalnst the per-
formauce of those sacred dutles which religlon imposcs on the good
and which the angels asslist by their inspiring presence. In all that
I have said I am sure I have your concurrence, as well as that of the
most enlightened thousands of Europe and America. ]

- In haste, yours cordially, J08. RODES BUCHANAN, -



ADDRESS BY ALLEN PUTNAM.

Mr, Chairman and Gentlemen of the Committee:

1 believe, and freely avow It, that Mr, Paine, the head petitioner, and
a large majority of his assoeiates, ave high-minded and philanthropie,
seeklng to advanee the publie welfare, and not that of any profession
or elass. Onr edneated and diplomated physicians are as mueh
aloof from undue selfishness and are as public spirited as any other
class. Iam here to meet honorable, philanthropic men on thelr own
plane, and discuss thls question of great publie importanee.

The late Prof. Louis Agassiz, as_you well know, lield a very exalt-
ed position among scientists, and Dr. Brown Séquard, I think, is
classed by publie estimate among our globe’s most eminent medieal
selentists and practitioners. I intend to argue against your granting
the prayer of the petitioners. as embodied in the bill before you,
mainly from data furnished by the two eminent men I have named.

On the 1st of May, 1873, Prof. Agassiz leetured in Boston upon *“The
Methods of Creation,” and soon after pnblished the lecture in the
New“York Tribune. A few years sinee I eopied from that lectnre,
when preparing a pamphlet entitled, *“ Agassiz and Spiritualism,”
involving the investigation (of Spiritualism) by Ilarvard professors in
1857. From that pamphlet, page 61, I will now quote. Agassiz says:
“Dr. Brown Séquard, in a reeent lecture in Boston, laid before hls
audienee @ new philosophy of mental powers. Throngh physiologi-
cal experiments and study of pathologieal eases he has come to the
conelusion that there are fwo sets of mental powers in the human or-
ganisin, essentially different from eaeh other: the one onr ordinary
conseious intelligzenee; the other a superior power whieh controls
our better nature; solves, sometimes suddenly and unexpeetedly, our
problems and perplexities; snggests the right thing at {he right time,
aeting through wus without conseious aetion of our own, though sus-
ceptible of training and elevation—or perhaps I should rather say
our organism may be trained to be a more plastic instrament through
whieh this power aets in ws.” Thus has said Séquard, as quoted by
Agassiz, who goes on and adds: “1 do not see why thls view shonld
not be aeeepted. By experiments Dr. Brown Séqnard has satisfied
himself that the subtle meehanismof the human frame—abont whieh
we know so little in its eonneetion with mental proeesses—is some-
times aeted upon by a power outside of us, as familiar with that or-
ganism aswe are ignorant of it.”” Thus teaeh Séquard and Agassiz
—good scientifie authority—yes, the best.

Seience, then, through the lips and pens of her most gigantie mas-
ters, tells us that there are two sets of mental powers in the human
organism ; that one set, the supcrior set, is sometimes aeted upon by
a power outside of us as familiar (mark the expression)—as familiar
with that organism as we aredgnorant of it. An intelligent power
that smust be, and not an owner of the body through which it acts.
Therefore nature, or God in nature, has provided an instrumentality

+ (35)
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through which intellizences not robed in flesh ean speak to and act
upon us through mortal lips and organs. N

Séquard’s “ New Philosophy”’ has strong claims for cognition by
the scientific, especially by medical scientists. That philosoplty may
lead them to acquaintanee with, to training and use of mental facul-
ties whercthrongh they may get higher medical knowledge, power
and aid than their own “ordinary eonscious intelligence,” their
more external mental faculties, can possibly obtain. Very obvionsly
too it will lead them into the domain where Spiritualism’s countless
springs are sending forth their healing waters in nnprecedented
abundance. Well for them, and for diseased mortals, if they become
medical stndents there. .

Agassiz said : *“ We know so little of the human organism in its con-
nection with menfal processes.”” That statement implies that he,
Séquard, and of course our schooled and experienced medical practi-
tioners, know next to nothing at all about it. But eyes exist which
can look the lmman system through from centre 1o surface, and
powers who can report 10 us the resnlts of clear visual inspeetion.

About three years ago the spirit of my classmate and elium in col-
lege—and my friend o this day, though his body has becen entombed
for years—Dr. Augustus A. Gould, long a highly respected, success-
ful and scientific medieal practitioner in this city, volunteered to
tell me, throngh borrowed lips, that my wife’s mental ailment result-
ed from ossification of the spinal marrow, whicl was not enrable in
lier case, and threatened to bring on such violent insanity as would
demand her commitment to some asylum ; he however saw ground
for hope, if T would care for and treal her as he should from time to
time advise, that she might be saved from such incarceration.

During nearly two years, and until death of body released her
spirit, I followed his adviec and escaped necessity to place ler in a
hospital. My conviction is firm that his adviee—very singular in
some of its requirements—was wiser and more lielpful than embodied
man’s medical science conld have given.

The Dbill before you, if enacted, will make the estimable lady
through whom I received the adviee a legal culprit, if I avail myself
of her form for obtaining similar help in future. I say her forin, for
she is unconscious of what comes throngh her from outside powers,
so that you may as rationally and much more humanely fine my pen
for recording this account, than to fine Zer because of what flows
through her at such times.

Can you wonder, gentlemen, that I make an earnest appeal to you
to give these petitioners leave to withdraw, so far as they ask you
for power to fine Dr. Gonld’s sensitive, living instrnment, in a ease
where liec must be the only possible eulprit! Lawyers, drafting the
bill, would have shunned that absurdity had their elients posted
them adequately to the fair demands of the case.

Do you wonder that [ protest against putting any legal obstacle in
the way of anybody’s getting 1101]1) from outside powers whose fa-
miliarity with the interior of the human system while alive i3 as
great as cvery physician’s ignorance of it must be who is not elair-
voyant? Will you abridge accessto the higher available knowledge,
and restrlet us as far as yon canto relative ignorance? At this
dawning of a new and brighter era in medical science and practice,
whose eoming is, and has Deen through thirty years, harbingered to
the people by the nnprecedented multitude of human forms taken
hold of "and used by invisible doctors, and more recently harbinger-
ed to scientists by Séquard’s discovery—at this auspicions hour will
yon attempt to legislate ns back into days of darkness and arbitrary
rule? “Sumptuary laws,” says Webster, the lexicographer, “ are
abridgments of liberty and of very difficult exeentlon. They can be
justified only on the ground of extreme necessity.”

Why have our doctors been so long neglectful of Séquard’s discov-
erv? I thinkitisin harmony with the usual methods of the power
whieh governs our world and its inhabitants that they have left it
unused hitherto.

Can you teach the theologian theology ? the scientist science? the
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lawyer law ? or the physician physle? Rarely—very rarely. Any-
thing not generally known In thelr brotherhoods pertaining to thelr
specialties is not worth hunting for—so their eonduct usually says.
Whatever lays outside of their mill-horse rounds rarely wins their
careful inspection; more lowly persons, generally, in the methods of
Providence, are.made the first recipients and appreciators of great
revolntionlzing and uplifting truths and facts. 1t wasthe common
people, and not the learned, who of old, in Jerusalem, gladiy heard
the hoy of twelve years who sat in the midst of the doctors, both
hearing them and asking them questions, and creating astonishinent
by his understanding and answers.

Christlanlty had to gain 118 first firm foothold amld the lowly: fish-
ermen, publicans, sinners harlots, were among those to whom it was
first presented. Such ones were less ereed bound than the more cul-
tured; less hampered by position; less covetous of respectability:
more free to let intuition, or the superior set of mental powers, take
rule within, and consequently better conditioned to sense and grasp
the sublimity, poteney and Intrinste worth of what came forth from
the lips of the unlearned carpenter’s son. Nearly every Christian
seet and broad philanthiropic scheme has taken root first among the
lowly. DMy ownnempory cau take me back to days when Mcthodism,
Universalmsm, Abolitionlsm, Homeopathy, all now in good repute,
wero more or less under the ban of thie most cultured classes. To-
day Spiritualism, mediums, magnetic healers, Spiritualists en masse,
aro nnder simifar ban; were it not so I shonld distrust its supervis-
ion by supernal wisdom and benevolenee, which generally have sub-
%ectc(l the world’s most extensive and helpful reformers to toil, buf-

etings, reproacii, obloquy and vilification.

The demands of tralned scientists aro that all splrit phenomena
shall be amenable to none other than such laws and methods of test-
ing as they are familiar with, forgetting or ignoring the fact that
s‘plrltunl things are spiritually discerned, and manifested through
the application of other forces than such as mere mortals have
knowledge of. Their external science—or the restrictions which
that puts upon them, keeps their superior set of mental powers in-
active where use of them is essential to fair and accurate discern-
ment. Not to such would supernal wisdom put infant Spiritualism
out to nursc—they would soon crush all life out of it. Common peo-
ple—wiser and kinder nurses—were selected to tend the young glant
till he shonld need no protectors; could go forth in his own strength
and compel acknowledgment of his claims to be an imigrant from
su{)ernal realms. e .

do not clalm to be a scientist, but I stand on what a most emi-
nent scientist has scientifically diseovered, wlien I ask in solemn
earnestness, and fromthe depths of iny religions and humane nature,
whether man in becoming reverence toward the great Author of Na-
ture and Father of all men, can legislate to impede in slightest meas-
ure resort to natural channels in somne human frames \vﬁlerelhrough
ailing mortals can get aid from outside intelligent powers as familiar
with the interior of the living human forin as mortals must necessa-~
rily be ignorant of it?

Why 1ot as well restrict us to the employment of licensed gradu-
ates from specifie theological scliools for euring the soul, as to do
what is sought for in thie bill? Dear as the frecdom is to choose my
spiritual doctor, freedom to select who shall care for my body and
mind is not less prized. You leave me free to select a doctor for my
horse or dog, and would abridge the vastly dearer freedom to choose
one for myself and family. Tn this age and land of growing freedom,
under the government of the people, by the people, for the people, it
is out of time and place.

It is ungenerous, nnwise, to abridge by law freedom to employ
whomsoever each one prefers to administer to self or family in times
of sickness, when faith and confidence in and symrathy with the
physician are 2imong the most hel {)Inl of all remedial forces! Give
me the humblest shoeblack, if T Know him to be intuitive, sympa-
thetic, cheering, and a battery from which may issue healthful ema-
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nations, either willed or spontaneously—yes, give me such in my hour
of sickness, rather than your most scientifie physician, if mueh lack-
ing in thosc properties. i

God’s original part in making a good physieian is far greater than
all whicli man can add thereto in any medical school; by no sehool-
ing process can medical professors inject brains, or tact, or common-
sense, or intuitive facultlies, or sympathetie temperamnent, or good
moral instinets, or health-engendering magnetisms into their stu-
dents ; and if any graduate be licensed to practice who is much laek-
ing in sueh propertics, however great his scholastie attainments, he
never can become the one-half of a genuinely good physieian.

DBorn doctors, born half-doctors, are vastly better than many whom
pature’s journeymen finish off in medical schools. Therefore let the
God-made ones—all of them—have a fair free field in which to benefit
mankind, through doing, without hindrance or fear of law, what thiey
were originally organized and compounded to perform beneficently.

Gentlemen of the Committee, do not the facts and considerations
{;rescnted permit me to say, beware, lest by passing the restrictive

ill before us, thereby suppressing some evil, you shut out also the
very liighest agencies active in our midst for outworking the very
end which both the petitioners and myself are seeking, viz., the
public good ?



ARGUMENT OF EDWARD HAMILTON, ESQ.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen: As a remonstrant against the pas-
sage of the extraovdinary leglslatlon proposed in this bill, I wish to
say a few words to you as a citizen of Massaehusetts. Sinee 1630 my
aneestors have lived on the soil whielh is now our proud Common-
wealth, Icannot find that they cver even went out of thls State to
marry, so that I believe T have a right to claim to be a Massaehu-
setts man; and, as both iy grandfathers were eminent physlcians
and scveral of my nearest relatives were of that profession, most of
them members of the Massaehusetts Medieal Society, and as I was
brought up in the drug business inyself, L think I have a right to
speak on this question. Now, sir, I amone of those who belleve in
the doetrine of the fathers—in the doetrine of personal liberty. I do
not think you legislators sit here to take away'the liberty of the citi-
zen, but to proteet your own and the liberties of those you represent.
These sinuous eneroachments on indivldual rights in our day are
sapping the very foundation of our politieal structurc. This ls
not Massaehusctts doctrine. [Applaunse.] 1t 1s the doetrine of the
Spanish inquisition ; and I sometimes think there arc men In Mas-
saehusetts, yes, and women, too, who would. if they could, restore that
dark and bloody code, so they could slt in judgment. [Applause.]
This bill calls the examiners a “‘board of commissioners;”’ a com-
mission ; and provides that it 1s to sit in judgment on the moral char-
aeter of citizens of this Commonwealth. It is an inquisition differ-
ing from the Spanish only in degree. Moral character! Who are
these men who set themselves up as standards of morals? Do they
drink rum, smoke or chew tobaceo, slander their neighbors, and
thank God that they are not as otherien? [Applause and lnughter.l
Is the Executive Council, the Senate or the House to be the standard
of morals? Or, if either, are Stlekney, Chase, Pond, the Rev. Wins-
low and the Rev. Sereno IHowe tocompose the commission? [Ap-

lausc.] What is the stand ird of mnorals to be adopted ? Must they

e Christians, and must it be the Christlan standard? If so, what
beeomes.of the Jew, the Frce Thinker, and people who are followers
of other codes of mor:ls than the Christlan code? [Applause.] Gen-
tlemen, you are not here to establish Boards on moral character ;
that is out of your provinee. I understand.it is proposed to allow
none to cure people except those who have a thorough knowledge of
their business anc calling. T am glad of it ; it Is a. good thing.

But this bill fixes a_standard—true, rather a mixed standard—pro-
viding that the Board shall be composed of members from the Massa-
chusetts Medieal, ITomeopathie Mecdical, and the Eclectic Medieal
Soeieties. I believe they arc not now allowed to join each other’s so-
cieties, as they do not recognize eaeh other as physieians of “ good,
moral charaeter’’ [applause}—at least, not good enough, as 1fvlsi-
cians, to belong to one soclety; but as a Board, under this blll, they
are compounded, mixed; and not only appear as,a Board with &
- thorouch knowledge of their business and ealling,’”” but of sueh good
moral charaeter that they, as a Board, are the standavds of virtue,
[Laughter and aPplause.] ‘Who, in the medical profession,, claim
they can cure all classes of diseases, and can impart to others the
knowledge how to do it? This is just the question, exactly, which

(39 -
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has for ages agitated civilization when diseussing the subject. I
have yet tolearn that anyone of the various schools of medicine
claim they can cure all disease. Citlzens not graduates of colleges
cannot practice medicine., Why apply this rule only to those who
cure diseasc? Why allow men who are not gradnates of colleges to
take part in any publie affairs? [Applause.] Benjamin Franklin
was not a graduate of a college, or Fulton, or Oliver Kvans, or Good-
year, or Bell, or Edison. [Applause.] Nor were Andrew JacKkson,
Abraham Lincoln, Andrew Johnson, Henry Wilson or Nathaniel P.
Banks, and hundreds.of others of our ablest and best minds. [Ap-
plansc.] A college never produced a Shakspeare. From the bigotry

isplayed in this blll, one would_think we had returned to the days
when witcheraft was a capital offence here. [Applause.] 1 know, of
my own Personal knowledge, that the *regulars” cannot cure all
classes of ailments, for twice in my life I have becn

GIVEN UP AND PRONQUXNCED INCURABLE

by them after consultations, and afterwards cured by lpersons not
members of the societies, and who, under this bill, would not be al-
lowead to practice in this State. [Prolonged applause.] One of the
remonstrants to this bill is a gentlemani’ong a resident of this city,
who spent hundreds of dollars in seeking a enre of scrofula by mem-
bers of the different schools. e had three serofula sores on his neck
—ulcers—seven or eight years ago. I went with him to a lady in this
city, who cured himin three weeks [appls use&. and he, to this day,
has never had a return of the malady. Shall Massaehusetts people
be deprived of these outside sonrces of salvation ? [Applause.] Now,
sir, I would like to quote what Danlel Webster told an eminent physi-
clan : “Why, doctor, there isnosuch thing assclence in your pro-
fession or mine.”” Why, sir, a few centuries ago, and a very few. lio-
meopaths would have been hanged, and cclectics burnt at the stake.
[Appluuse.? Even in the days of Shakspeare, and Bacon, and Queen
TLlizaheth, in thiat enlightened age, the fact of the circulation of the
blood was not known, and powdercd pearls and other gems among
the wealthy, and toads’ eyes, serpents’ tceth, and similar tallsmans
among the poor, were prescribed as medicines/and used to cure dis-
eases. The old mottonused to be, *“ Fear-God and keep the bowels
open.” [Uproarious laughter.] .

And that was about all there was to the praetice of medicine in
those days. Then eame blood-letting; and how the old ancestors of
ours poured out bowls full of blood as a sacrifice to the theorles alone
recognized in those days. [Great laughter and applause.] Then
came the calomel perlod, whiclr originated the practice of dentist-
1y, and the effects of which treatment follow many of our gene-
ration. I think the present may be denominated the * morphine
period ” inthe old school practice. [Laughter and applause.] Why,
slr, if we could only find these in strata, as we do the old red sand-
stone, you would discover each period as distinctly marked with
some new theory, some abandonment of preconecived notions, as 1s
the track of time in the sandstones. [Applause.] Ilow did the old
school change their practice without either experimenting them-
selves or adopting the experiments proven to be of value by positive
evidence throughthe practice of people not belonging to theirespecial
churclr and gospel of practicc? [Applaunse.] You may as well sctup
an exclusive church as an exclusive set of theories as to the practice
of the healing art. . ”

But, gentlemen, there is another phase to this question. What right
has this or any legislature to say whom I shall or shall not employ as
a ph?'sielan? [Applause.] What right have you to say the person I
employ shall be aman of “good moral character?” Termit me to
refer these petitioners to the sixth section of the bill of rights: “* No
man, nor corporation, or association of men, have any other title to
obtain advantages, or particular and exclusive privileges, distinct
from those of the community, than what arises from the eonsidera-
tion of services rendered to the public; and_ this title, being in na-
ture neither hereditary nor transmissible to children or descendants
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or relatlons by blood, the 1dea of a man belng born a magistrate, law-
giver, *doetor’ or judge is absurd and unnatural.” Sam Adams
meant, when he drew this elause, that ¢ every tub must stand on its
owi bottom.”” The men of his day

BELIEVED IN DEEDS, NOT IN DIPLOMAS

[applause]; and so it is provided that no medieal or other *‘ assoeia-
tion of men” shall have any exelusive privileges over eaeh and
every eitizen to do anything the eonstitution gives hlm power to do,
or to do all those things he has reserved the right as a freeman to
do. [Applausc.] Artlcle4 says: “ The people of thls Commonwealth
have the sole and exelusive right of governing themselves.” But
this bill proposes to eomne into my family and govern our medieal af-
fairs, and pour down our throats eertain powdered pearls or toads’
eyes, beeause some medical soeiety or assoeiation of men say that
none but their exeluslve associatlon or praetiee shall be allowed
either to kil cr eure us. [Laughter and applause.] And thisls ealled
liberty, frecdom, in Massachusetts, by some people. [Applause.]
But If you should pass this bill, do you stop thls evil? There aré
medleal diplomas and assoelatlons other than those named in the
long list before you—legal bodies ehartered under the laws of other
States; and persons, eitizens of other States, belonging to them, In
splte of your law, would have & rlght, under the eonstltutlon of the
United States, to praetiee medieine in Massaehusetts, for that eon-
stltution says [article 4, seetion 2]: “* Citizens of eaeh State shall be
entitled to all privileges and immunitles of eltlzens In the several
States.”” Therefore people now practieing here, eitizens of Massa-
chusetts now, would only have to beeome eltizens of another State to
eontlnue praetlee here, In spite of the extraordinary provislons of this
act, even were 1ts propositlons eonstitutional. Itrust the petitlon-
ers will withdraw this applieatlon, or, if not, that your honorable
commlttee will glve them leave to do it In your report upon this pe-
tition. [Applause.]



ADDRESS OF CAPT. RICHARD HOLMES.

- Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Committee: Tamnot a physi-
cian or the son of a physician, neither ain I a practltioner at the bar,
and In the few crude ideas that I may advauce upon the merits of
the Bill now before you I am confident I shall be exempt from the
charge of being ([)ecuniarllv interested therein; for I do not stand
here as the paid advocate of any society or organization, or in tfie

romotion of the peculiar sentlments of any seet or creed—neither

n the personal interest of any M. D, or “Quack ’—but I should be
recreant to the promptings of my own heart if, as a citizen of Boston,
born and reared on the soii of Massachusetts, T did not, in sympathy
withh thousands of your constituents, entér my protest with theirs
agalnst your reeommending to the Legislature for adoption any meas-
ure tending to curtail the rights and privileges we have inherited,
viz: the God-given principles of life, liberty and the pursuit of health
and happiness, and of adopting any measures for preserving the lives
of our dear ones that seemath to us good.

Mr. Chairman, I am a believer in the liberty of thought, of speech
and of aetion, to the fullest extent, in polities, in religion, ay, in the
practice and usc of medicine also, and it matters not to me whether
in your political proclivities you are Republican or Democratie, in
your religious belief Protestant, Catholie, or neither, I would accord
to glou the freest, uninterrupted enjoyment of your oplnion and be-
lief, simply claiming for mysclf the right to exercise the same privi-

lege.

Gentlemen, in evidenee before you last evening it was admitted by
one of the oldest and most eminent physicians in Boston, that lie had
reeeived more Information from an old nurse than he ever obtained
from any other party In hislife. Well, I make no doubt that was
true, for of the wise oid nurses there are many, God bless them ! and
while I concede to the Allopath the undisputed right to quaff his
pleasant draughts of jalap and ealomel, and to the Homeopath the
same right to partake of his miniature doses of aconite and bella-
donna, God forbid that the State of Massachusctts shonld, by legis-
lation, deprive me of the privilege of administering to my deay oncs,
when ill, the slmple remedies preserlbed by the wise, expcrienced,
judicious, dear old nurse. . )

You have been told that the old physicians were fast passing away;
well, this is but the fulfillment of the laws of God and of nature.
Massachusetts might perhaps by legislation hasten, but she can in
no way retard the progressof thelr gourney; itis an old and true
saying, Mr. Chairman, that no man lives so great that the position
lie occupies cannot be filied when vaecated by him, and T am confident
there are those within the sound of my voice wiio will In thelr liearts
reply “Amen ” as I from my heart say, “ Would to God some of them
had passed on soouer,” for “incompetent and omnipotent in their
own opinion > might with propriety be inscribed upon many of their
tombstones ! e

Do the mechanical or mereantile interests of the State require at
your hands legislation of this character? Tor instance, the old car-
riage builders of Boston are fast passing from tiie stage of action,
and from fear that some bungler will construet a carriage that will
endanger your and my life or limb, providing we attempt to ride in
it, are we to ask the Legislature to prevent any party from manu-
faeturing a carriage who has not a diploma or lieense from these
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pioneers of the trade? Why, gentlemen, is the telephone a myth, or
the magnetic telegraph a humnbug, because the inventors experi-
mented with the eleetrie spark without a license from Benjamin
Franklin?

Mr. Chairman, your fertile brain may work out an important in-
vention, an improved water-wheel if you please, and the government
proteets your valuable invention by issuing to you letters patent
under which you can obtain remuneration for the many laborious
Tours of active, useful brain-work, but do you eome to the Legisla~
ture of Massachusetts and ask them to enact a measure eompelllng
the people to use your invention whether they will or no, or In other
words say to_them they shall use no other?” Notatall. Do these
petitioners elaim any new inventions? IIave they an{r improved
Incthods of eradicating discase? Ilave they any new ideas for the
preservation of health worthy of merit? If so let them apply to the
general government for protection by letters patent, in placeof asking
you to build around thein a barrier to protect them from innovations
that are making rapid inroadsupou a heretofore luerative profession..
It has been suggested to you that there should be a elause inserted
in the bill graduating the price for inedical serviees, viz: A high
price for thosein affluent circumstances, a medium price for the
mlddling classes, and a mere pittance for attending the poor. So
amend and pass this bill, and God save the poor when siek, say I.
It has been stated that we were in danger of being confined In insane
asylums Dy the certificates of deslgning Pnrties, not M. D.s; Is the
influence of “Quacks’ so potent, then, that the M. D.s in charge
of these a%ylums receive parties not proper subjects whether they
will or no

It is a noticeable fact that the advocates of this Bill are, with but
two exeeptions, doctors. I expected they would be aided by more of
the clergy, and perhaps a train of undertakers, and in myimagina-
tion L pictured the advocates of the measure in the near future
mourning over an occupation gone.

It has been claimed that there have been many cases of malprac-
tice among the poor by incompetent parties, yet they have signally
failed to substantiate onc single case where this malpraetico was
From others than regular M. D.s, and we all know that the majority
of the extreme poor when sick are attended by dispensary doctors,
who are graduates of the M. D.s’ cherished institutions. The certifi-
eates of children’s deaths read last evening for fhe purpose of show-
ing how illiterate were the parties who issued them, were a source of
merriment to some, but it awakened in my memory vivid recollec-
tions of the past, and brought up before me the dcath of my first-
born son, and I eould have added one more certifieate as follows :
“Boy, aged ten months and fifteen days; cause of death, poison;
administrator of the poison, Walter Channing, M. D.”” The old man
has gone to his long howme; peace be to his ashes; these reminis-
cences are unpleasant to contemplate, but the facts are so pal-
pable that never can I efface them from my memory. .

The President of the Medical College told you last evening that he
would not employ a man who said he could cure diseases ; that the
Almlghty God cured diseases, and to this iny heart responded Amen ;
but, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, Almighty God pecds no earthly
guardians, and it would De sacrilege for the Legislature of Massa-
chusetts to attempt to dictate to him in what manner and through
what instruments he shall exereise his miraculous powers !

These petitioners have come here with no systematized plan, no
unison of action, no fellowship between the several schools, and it is
in evidence that those of the same school donot agree in the treat-
ment of the same disease under similar circumstances, and when
doctors disagree, Mr. Chairman, legislation will not harmonize them.
It is within the memory of every one l)resent that but a few years
since the Allopaths made a fearful ouslaught upon the Homeopaths,
but failing in exterminating them, they have now in this inatter taken
them to their bosoms, and the Allopatbic lion and the Homeopathle
lamb have lain down together, and the Iittle Eelectic ehild is lead-



44 CIVIL AND MEDICAL LIBERTY.

ing them, and they come to you not only for protection for the strip-
ling and the innocent lamb, but for the wonld-be-devouring lion.
Much has been said with regard to the importance of the members of
the medical profession bearing a high moral charaeter. With this
sentiment I fully agree, and in response would say, Let those who
are without gnile cast the first stone.

Mr. Chairinan and gentlemen, we have no record confirmatory of
the faet that the Good Samaritan had cither a diploma or a license,
and God forbld that you should recommend the enactment of any
measure that wlll prevent me or my brother from binding up the
wounds or administerlng to the wants of our sufferlng fellow-men.
Report this Bill on no hearsay evidence, but if gou deem 1t necessary
examlne the past record of those whose individual interests are by it
affected, and by their works judge ye them !



ADDRESS BY LORING MOODY.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Committee : Asthe Bill ““ to
regulate the praectlee of medleine”” in this Commonwealth ls one
deeply affeeting the right of every eitizen to eleet his own assistant
in time of need, and belng one of the remonstrants, I ask your at-
tention to some of the objeetions to the proposed measure.

Having heard the Bill read, and listened earcfully to the argu-
ments In its favor, I yet fall to see on what ground sueh a law as that
proposed is ealled for. Ilave we not already laws enough on the
subjeet? or lias any new exlgeney arisen whieh demands new safe-
fuards for the publie? Or, rather, is it not felt necessary to guard a

imited number of professlonal praetitloners from the eompetition of
non-professlonal ones? Some speaker has sald : ““ This Bill Is not in
the inferest of the establlstied soeleties, as ¢ quacks’ bring grists to
the nllls of respeetable physieians.”” The truth lles more largely
the other way—the respeetable physlelans bring grists to the mills
of the quaeks; for 1f respeetable physlelans really understood the
ﬁauses] ot’ ,dlseases and their true remedies there would be no
naeks.
he Commlttee of the Soeial Sclenee Assoelation speak of *“ medl-
cal seienee,” and of *‘ persons duly qualificd to praetice medleine.”
““Medical selence’ does not deal with dead corpses—the nuinber of
bones in the hand, the size of the liver, the loeation of the spleen,
the distribution of arteries, &e.—these belong to the provinee of a
real selenee ; but 1f there be such a seienee it deals with living be-
ings. It must deal properly with the wvital force with whieh living
entitles are endowed ; and this foree Is an essence of whleh our
medieal sclenee knows absolutely nothing, beyond its phenomena or
the forms of 1ts manifestations, as it not only eludes sealpel and for-
ceps, but the most rigld examinatlons and analyses of 1nicroscope,
cruclble and retort. And yet all dlseases result from disturbance of
the normal relatlon of thissubtle, unknown essence—life—with the or-
ganic forms through whieh it manlfests itself; and the sole aim of
medieal seience is, or should be, to remove tlie dlsturblng eause and
to restore the normal balance.

And rlght here, at the very point, pith and marrow of the subjeet
whieh this Bill proposes to regulate, *‘ medleal seience ' is all at sea,
and always has been, without fixed ehart, compass, or any safe an-
chorage ground ; and often wreeks 1ts subjects on the roeks of death,
in 1ts ignoranee of the true and safe currents of health and life.

“ Medieal Seienece,” so ealled, has attempted to arrange the abnor-
mal states of the human mind and body into elasses, orders, genera,
and species—as naturalists have plants and anlmals—as if they
were living, organized beings, witli well-defined forms, shapes, and
clearly marked, distinetive eharaeteristies; while really they are
only different eonditlons of the mental and physleal strueture and
relatlons, resulting from an infinite variety of eauses, a few of whiel,
with their modes of aetion, are known, while the great majority are
still unknown. .

A condensed presentatlon of the dlfferent elasses. &e.. of these dis-
eases, as arranged by different learned doetors, will help to illustrate
the eonflieting opinions of different medieal authorities, and the
great neced of further knowledge on thls subjeet: Cullen gives 8
classes, with 149 genera ; Sauvages, 10 elasses; 315 genera ; Linnaeus,
11 eclasses, 326 genera; Vogel, 11 classes, 560 genera; Sagar, 13 classes,
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351 genera ; Macbride, 4 classes, 180 genera. Here is the difference;
between 4 and 13 in the number of classes, and the differenee between’
149 and 560 in the number of genera, while Dr. Good makes 6 classes,
with subdivisions into orders, genera and speeics, altogether too
eomplicated for a brief statement. Tlie present condition of medical
})raetic_e. with its allopathie, hydropathie, homeol)athic, eclectie,
1ygienic, botanie, Thompsonian, and I know not how many other
modes of trecatment, with thousands of patent mmedieines, new and
old, with numerous other remedies, eonstantly in use, shows the utter
laek of ascertained knowledge on this subject ; wherein everybody,
even our most learned professors, are only groping and feeling their
way in the dark.

If the practice of medicine rested upon such established and well-
known principles as justly to entltle it to be called a science, these
divisions and controversies could not arlse. For real science is never
divided against itself, and never quarrels about anything. See how
kindly and sympathetically nen work In geology, botany, zoology,
chemistry, mechanics, physics. And even In astronomy, when it be-
eame known that the sun was the center of the system, eontroversies
eame to an end; and in law, how little there is eomparatively of
eonflict. It isonly when people enter the regions of the unknown,
when they get into the dark and lose their way, that they begin to
dls{)ute and wrangle, and divide into conflicting and dogmatic sects,
and enaet laws to fine and imprison dissenters, and coerce eon-
formity. And here, surely, we are groping blindly In the dark.
Therefore while I am glad that this device for “ regulating the prac-
tice of medicine *’ dld not originate with cither of tlie medieal socie-
ties, I am equally sorry that they should lend their sanction to it.

1t was quite lately that the largest of these socicties bronght sev-
eral of thelr most sincere and conscientious members to trial, judg-
ment, condemnation and expulsion, for praeticing according to the
formularies of another; and now, as Pilatc and IHerod were made
friends when there was a just maun fo crueify, so all three of these
societies unite for the purpose of driving from the State, or finlng and
imprisoning all who shall dare to practice the healing art without
first having obtained their sanction and approval.

I amn grieved that the Social Scicnece Assuciation should have Initia-
ted this inovement, or given it any eonntenance whatever. Science
is always out on voyages of exploration and discovery; it throws its
doors and windows wide open to_all light and knowledge ; and it
reaches no conclusions on any subject until it can learn no more, and
even then holds all of its opinions or eonclusions subjeet to revision.
But here the Amecrican Social Scicnce Association prol)oscs to put
up legal bars, and to padlock them with the penaltles of fine and im-
prisomment against all who shall search after and apply their knowl-
{z.dg_(z for healing the slck outside of certain especially prescribed

imits.

1 certainly had been led to hope for better things from this Asso-
eiation. 1 had believed its condnet would have been guided by a
broad, comprehensive spirit of inquiry and research on all subjeets,
instead of this narrow foreclosure on the important and warmly con-
tested question of medical treatmment. But it has given us all notice
that when we are sick we shall not pay any one to coine and lay heal-
ing hands upon us who has not first been approved by these medieal
societies.

It seems to me I have right of unlimited choice in the premises,
and to elect such as may best serve m¥ needs, as freely as I do iny
shoemaker, blacksinith or tailor, and to be iny own judge as to wheth-
er I am Dbenefited, without the meddlesome intervention of either
medieal soeiety or liceuse commissioner. . o

The phrase—‘‘persons duly qualified to practiee medicine ’—has
been frequently used. From our ignoranee of the causes of diseases,
and their true remedles, if there are snch, there are 7o persons dul
qualified to practice medleine, upon any foundation of positive knowl-
edge, hardly more than a blind man is duly qualified to judge of the
nature and properties of light; and so,if a * quaek” is defined as an
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emrlrlc—one who pretends to knowledge—who, on this subjcet, has
right to claim exemption from the title ?

nly a few years ago the ¢ regulars’’ of the Massachusetts Medical
Society hurled the cpithet at all practitioners of whatever class, or
degree of knowledge, or measure of success, outside of thelr special
school ; and to-day, while they are willing to codperate with the Ec-
lectic and Homeopathie schools, for the purpose of imposing a re-
strictlve law upon others, they refuse to consult or hold any medical
cominunion or fellowship with them, and still regard and treat all
others as ‘* quacks.”

“1s,” asked our excellent brother, the bishop, in his plea, ‘“the
medical profession to hold its own as a learned profession?” And
he spoke of the need of leglslation. If that profession is fonnded on
the rocks of truth, it will need no legal bolstering; if not, all tne
statutes of all the legislatures in the country, with Congress thrown
in, cannot Lielp it to ‘‘ hold its own’’ against the progress of discov-
eries in biology and its relatlons which are being made.

Within my memory the ** regular Old School’’ physiclans would al-
low thelr patlents only the least possible quantity of water during
the most burning fever ; with this disease a 1nan in my neighborhood
was very sick, and_continually calling for water, of which his physi-
clan would allow him but a few drops at long intervals. A neighbor
came to wateh with him, and requested him to keep still until all
others were asleep, which he did, when hls friendly watcher went to
a spring near by, from which he brought a pailful of water, of whlch
lie let the sick man drink as he desired. Before morning he fell into
a qulet sleep, with a profuse perspiration, and when his physician
called the next day he found hls patient suddenly on the high road to
recovery. .

The man who administered the water was “a quack,” and the
other was “duly qualificd to practice medicine.” So the Hydro-
pathic “ quacks »’ had to come and tell seientific doctors that there is
nothing else in the world so good to put out a fire as water. And the
Homeopathic * quack ” had to come and tell them_that the practice
of medicine had a more Intimate relation to the vital prineiple than
they had thonght of—that there is a living foree in these human
bodies which eannot be tinkered up with so much blsmuth, anfimony,
calomel, and the like, as you may mend an old teapot with pewter.
Then the Eclectic “qnacs’ had to tell them that there were more
things In heaven andearth than were, or could be, dreamed of in
their philosophy, or in any narrow school of medical guess-work,
which would not even guess outside of certain Pcnt-up limits—that
the wisest way Is to seek afier and apply truth in this, as in all
other relations.

Indeed thereis noend to tlic_esligations the world is under to
“quacks” : Galileo, Columbus, Luther, Fox, IFulton, and men of
their Kind, despising the narrow limits, prescriptions and couven-
tlonalisms of their times, and under loads of ridleunle, contempt., ob-
loquy and reproach, licaped upon them by ignorance, bigotry and In-
tolerance, have been the explorers, discoverers, inventors and re-
formers of the past ; and those whom the regnlars in medicine have
scoffed at as *“ quacks” have ever been, and will continue to be, the
leaders of the race out of the quagmires and miasms of ignorance and
folly up to the sound ground of knowledge, wisdom and health.

Is not thls proposed movement reictionary, and bordering close on
despotism? 'Themovers have gone outside the State, cven to Canada
and Texas, in search of precedents, and have imported an expert
from New IIampshire—which Daniel Webster said “is a good State
to emigrate from”’—to enlighten us on the subject. Dnt what have
Texas, Canada, or even New Hampshire, to tetl us that we did not
know as well, if not better, thau they did belore? The gentleman
from New Hampshire tells us the restrictive law works well in his
State. Worlks well for whom? Why, for the regularly reguluted
doctors, of course ; for when one who refuses to be regnlated comes,
and puts out his slgn, they have only to serve him with notice to quit,
on pain of fine and imprisonment, and he decamps at once. * Works
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well,” of eourse it does! it leaves the field elear to the duly qualified
“ quacks ”—all marked and branded by the statute—who remain.

The same gentleman tells us they would not be troubled so mueh
with “quaeks” but for Boston. Well, Boston has troubled New
Hampshire people with other things besides its *‘quacks.” 1t has
been largely responsible for building up its manufacturing towns,
raliroads, and of developing its material resourees; and it has got a
little eominon-sense to spare in regard to the true eonditions of ac-
quiring knowledge—to wit: to leave all questions open to free exam=-
ination, experiment and trial; and especially sueh mooted ones as
the eauses and eure of disease. And so a few Boston ‘* quaeks”
miglit help deliver New Hampshire from a part, at least, of its igno-
ranee. I know this might be distasteful to those who work the State
like a maehine—by statute.

As this gentleman from New Hampshire took cvident delight in
exposing the ignoranee of the nuinber of bones in the hand, ete., of
a Boston “ quaek,” brought up for examination; and as this Bill
deals espeeially with the treatnient of diseases, let us-in turn exam-
ine the examiner on that subject:

UEs.—What is the speeifie eause of any speeific type of fever?

ANs.—I don’t know.

Q.—If fever is eaused by malaria, what is the specific character of
that malaria ?

A.—1 don’t know.

Q.—What proportion of malarious matter must there be relatively
to the oxygen, nitrogen and earbonie aeid of the atmosphere, in order
to induee typhus 2

A.—T don’t know.

Q.—What proportion in order to induee typhoid ?

A.—Idon’t know.

Q.—Why will one person be attaeked by fever in the same atmo-
spherie eonditions, and another eseape ?

A.—I don’t know.

Q.—Why is one person suseeptible to fever in a given condition of
the atmospliere, while another is not ?

A.—1 don’t know.

Q.—Can you tell in advance what state of the atmosphere will cause
fever i any partieular state of the system?

A.—T eannot.

. Q.-;}an you tell in advance what condition of the body will induce
ever

A.—I cannot.

Q.—Can you eure fever as certainly as you can stop a tootbache by
pullin% it out ?

A.—1] eannot.

Q.—Can you ever be certain that you ean cure fever, diphtheria,
small-qox, or any other disease ?

A.—I eannot.

Q.—What is the eause of measles?

A.—TI don’t know.

Q.—Two persons are exposed to measles at the same time and un-
der the same eonditions—or to the small-pox. Why may the disease
attaek one, and the other ¢scape?

A.—I don’t know. .

Q.—Do you know of anything that will cure measles or small-pox ?
that is, that will stop their progress in any given stage of the disease,
and restore the patient to health?

A.—1 do not.

Q.—\What causes mumps ?

A.—I do 't know. )

t;Q.?Whl’g,r do mumps sometimes affect only one of the parotid glands
at a time

- A.—I don’t know?
Q.—Why do mumps destroy the virile power of their subject?
A.—I do n’t know, s o
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Q.—Do you know of anything that will cure mumps—stop their pro-
gress at onee ?

A.—Idonot.

And so we might pursue the inquiry in regard to other diseases
with the same resnlls. And yet, doubtless this gentleman is a hlghly
educated physiclan and knows as much as any of them. And when
questioned all must admit that their modes of trcatment—excepting
in cases of surgery—are alniost, if not wholly, empirical. They must
feel their way along in_the dark, experiment and guess ; and on ac-
count of the Influcuce of *“ quackery’’ many of thiem lave ceased to
be tied down to their old formularies.

And here, npon this groundwork of ignorance, contradictlon and
absurdity, the Soclal Science Assoclation proposes to cstablish a law
to regulate the practice of medicine! The first and highest duty of
the physiclan is, to tcach people how not to be sick, so as not to
make a trade of their ealamities. And the duty of all is, first, to
learn more, so as to know a little what we are about. It was in the
depths of religious blinduess and ignorance that laws were framed to
cocrce conformity and punish dissent. The demand of strict justice
is that we hands off, and iet all modes of treatment stand by their
merits, or fall by the want of them. Tt is only lguorance that raws to
the law for protection. Seience does not need, nor does it ask any
legal protection against ignorance, any further than to keep s )ige
oted and violent hands off.



ADDRESS OF A. 8. HAYWARD.

To the Commiittce on Public Health Mass. Legislature:

The petition of the remonstrants against the enactment of a law to
regulaie the practice of mnedicine is signed by more than three thou-
sand eitizens of the State of Massachusetts, and this number might
have been increased tenfold had sufficient time been had for obtain-
ing them ; but these were obtained within ten days, and sufficiently
show that the people do not desire to have their liberties restricted
by any such law as is proposed. The persons who liave signed this
petition largely represent a elass who recognize the power of certain
subtile invisible forees in Nature, and believe they can be made avail-
able in the eradication of disease from the human system, and they
elaim an inalienable right to the use and exereise of those powers. I
oppose the Bill from principle, and for the followlng reasous :

1st. The people do not ask nor require imedical guardianship, and
especially by guardians who want to hold a power over the people
to eompel them to employ them when sick.

2d. Thereare several hundred elairvoyant and magnetic physicians
in the State in successful practice, and the people employ them when
sickness afflicts them ; and some of the most intelligent families of
the State are among their patients.

3d, The combined movement to-day appears like an attempt to in-
terdict and destroy the practiee of these persons, unless they are
willing to eontinue it without fee, and use no sign, neitheradvertise to
cure the siek, as doctor or physician.

4th. The M. D.s do not seem willing that success in euring shall be
recognized as a standard for the people to judge from. Dr. Lyman
stated before your comumittee that the Alinighty made the cures, and
not the doctors, and that he learned from a nurse one of the most
valunable things in the medical practice he ever knew. He afterwards
said that a cancer never was curcd. OF course it will be inferred
froin this last statement that Dr. Lyman eousiders the Almighty to
be limited in his power to heal. I have just received a report from a

- Cancer Hospital in London, England, whileh [ will place before your
committee, that you may judge whether the statement of Dr. Lyman
as to the incurability of a cancer is trne or false.

Doubtless there are many persons healing the sick by and through
a foree or power that they have no knowledge eoncerning, and can-
not comprehend in full, any more than they ean the design and ulti-
mate of human life. Cures are said to have been made in Bible times,
by persons who had noedical diplomas, and I have no reason to
doubt the statement, as we are daily witnessing in this age scemingly
miraculons cures, in eases that have baffled the skill of our most
highly educated M. D.s.

In all the States where a regulation law has been enacted the peo-
ple want it repealed, and yct the favored M. D.s claim that the law
works well. Which report shall we believe? In Illinois they admit
that magnetie treatment Cnanipulating) is legitimate, but if I go into
jhat State to practice I must pay a license of $1.200 yearly, be forced
to leave the State, or contest the eonstitutionality of the law. Two
years ago I visited Nashua, N. 1., and had eight patients, and if any
person had felt so disposed they could have caused my arrest, and
lined me 500 for eaeh patient, the informer getting $2000 for the mean

act.
Gentlemen of the Committee, is it any wonder that the people ery
(50)
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out, Give usliberty ! inregard to employing the mode of treatment and
the person ushng it? 1t matters not whether the person we employ is
educated or uncducated, provided he possesses that natural abllity
and healing power such as we read of in the Bible, but which when :1})-
plied In omr day’and generation elieits the cry God does not work in
thiat way- to-day—while the faets prove that he does in almost
every honsehold. The laws already upon our statute books (If en-
foreed) will punish abortionists, cte., whether in or out of the pale of
the regular praetice, also the same In malpractice ; and as far as
“swindling’” is concerned, all persons engaged in the medical pro-
fession arc subject to the general law,  The present movement scems
like a step toward unlting Chureh and State, and when we scee able
talent engaged in advocating the restrictive law, calling to their as-
slstanee the ald of Bishops, and other rellgious teachers. it is thne
for the people to be aroused. Iow would it look for M. 1).s to ofier
their services to the clergy to regulate the religions tcachlngs of the
day? It s not strange, therefore, that men and women voluntari!
come forward to nnmask the schemes and expose the plans an
purposes of a class of men who, for their own personal pecuniary
interests, seek, under the pretence of protecting the people, to bind
them with the fetters of a proseriptive law.



TESTIMONY OF JOSHUA NYE*

Ta]the ghairman of Commdittiee on Public Health, State of Massae
chuselts:

All my life, till within eleven years, I have been a rigid, radical
disciple of the “ old school ” of medical practice. During the snm-
mer of 1869 T had a very violent attack of sciatic rheumatism, while
on a visit to West Point, New York. The surgeon of the post was
ealled at once, and he and his assistant visited me_several times a
day for ahiont a week, without affarding me any relief except while
under the influenee of epidermic injeetions. Tinally the surgeon
advised me to make an effort to get home to Maine, giving it as lis
oplnion that I would not'recover for a year, at least. After suffering
untold misery, I succeeded in reaching my home in about three
weeks from the commencement of my sickness.

I was upon my back for thirteen weeks longer, under the eare of
eminent allopathic physicians, without obtaining any permanent re-
lief. I then decided to go to Doston for medical treatment. I saw
in the morning Papers the card of a well-known Boston “ magnetic
physician,” and by the very earnest persuasions of my wife, con-
sented to eall him, and see what he could do. DBy the application of
his hands he took away all pain, and effected a permanent cure.
remainedf\erfeclly frec from all pain till July 4th, 1879, when, heing
exposed, I took a violent cold, when the same kind of pain came on
again in another part of my body. For nine days and nights I en-
dured agony not to be described, attended by a first class physician
of the homeopathic school. I obtained no permanent relief. I then
sent a telegram to the same magnetic )lvhysician in Doston, asking
him to visit me. IHe did so, and relieved me of all pain, and I have
been free from it to the present time. I eonld give you mzmﬂ other
eases of cures in Maine, as remarkable as my own, effected by this
same physician and others of Zis school, Now I trust yon will do
nothing to drive such healers from practice, but let the people have
the privilege of scleeting their own physieiang, and not give a
monopoly to any one or more classes of men. I feel that I, in com-
mon with all citizens of the United States, have a personal interest
in this matter, and that ¢ Good old Mussaclhusetts’’ will be the last
State to deprive the people of their Constitutional rights.

In closing this bricf statement ! will relate another instance of
enre: Ten years since my wife discovered a seirrhus tumor in her
Teft breast—at any rate, several physicians in this State pronounced
it to be such. Wishing to make sure of the ease, I went with her to
Boston and consulted with two 1]1hysicinns of the *“ Old School”’ who
are as well known and stand as high as any physieians in this coun-
try. Without any hesitation dozh of them pronounced it scirrlias tu-
mor, and advised that the left breast should be amputated within
ten days. Onher rcturn to the hotel she was advised to eonsult a
magnetic physician before submitting to the knife. She did so, and
in less than three months he completely removed the tumor by ma-
nipulation and medicine given internally. She has been perfeetly
fice from all signs of tnmor since. At the end of the three months I
called with her to see one of the doctors who advised the amputation.
gge nm(leit,n examination, and said he ““would not advise amputa-

ion now.

* At the time these cures were effected an acecount of the two cases, from
the pen of Hon, Neal Dow, was printed in the Congregalionalist, under
the caption of ** What is It? Can tie Doctors Tell?*?
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PLEA OF PROF. CHARLES WESLEY EMERSON:

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen: 1 wish before speaking on this pros
posed Bill, to define my individnal position by saying, first, I do not
Pmctlce medicine, neither do I wish to, nor have I any personal

riend gmcniclug or wishing to practice, whom thls Bill wonld in the
least affect. I am not here in the interests of any person or class.
Many of the members of the State Homeopathic Society, as well as
very many members of the Eclectic State Medleal Socléty, together
with some of the members of the Massachusetts State Medical Socic-
ty, have petitioned you not to recommend legislation on this sub-
jeet, But I do not represent any of these socleties, nor do [ repre-
sent the Spirituallsts who oppose this Bill. I am not a Spirltuallst,
and have no belief in it whatever. Iobjecet to this Bill because it is
opposed to the well-being of the people of this Commonwealth, by
dmpeding progress in the ait of curing disease.

The President of the Massachusetts State Medical Society stated
to this Committee that the most useful information he had ever re-
ceived was given hlm by a nurse. We have only begun to learn the
practice of incdicine. Scarcely any branch of it can be called exact
science. There are some thilngs to be learned yet, even in anatomy ;
and much In _l)h?(smlogy. Progress in these two departments we
must neeessarily look to the learned for, but it does not follow that
these learned scientists will be graduates of any medical college.
The facts go to show that a large nunber of the discoverles in tliese
sclences have come from men who arc not M, D.s. Some of the
names that stand the highest on this contlnent, and on the other, as
discoverers and autliors, whose books are looked upon as the best’
authoritles contribnting to the knowlcdge of anatomy and physiolo-
gy, have never graduated from any medical college. Yet this Bill, if
{))asse(l, will prevent such men not only from practicing medicine,

nt even debar them the privilege of an examination, It mmlght seem
to those who have only superficially examined thls Bill that 1t Is at
least an intended stimulant to educatlon. But it is not even this;
for it wlll not permit a man to practice on the ground that he can pass
a creditable examination on all the branches supposed to be requi-
site to a thorough medical educatlon, for it will not even examine
the candidate unless, in addition to his knowledge and fitness, he
also presents the board of censors a diploma from some approved
medical college. Disguise it as they may, the regular M. D.s of Mas-
sachusetts are simply asking for a monopoly, by the guarantec of a
legislative enaetment.

Progress in anatomy and physiology, as we have stated, comes in
the nature of things from the learned, but the progress in therapen-
tics (the meaning of which Webster dcfines “that part of medicine
which respects the discovery and applicatlon of remedies for dis-
eases ) has, and_still continues to, come from the unlearned. The
materia medica is almost entirely made from the discoveries of the
unschooled. An entirc change in the treatment of diseases has
taken place in all schools during the last fifty years. Prior to that
time the human system was literally loaded with mineral poison by
the doctors, they vainly hoping that disease was not merely lack of
health, but an entity, that could be killed by pouring deadly mineral
poison into the body of tlie patient on the one hand, and on the other
drawing away all the good blood in the arteries. Samuel Thomson
was the first successful innovator upon this horrid system of prace

(93,
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tice ; and he was an uneducated farmer, who could barely write his
name. The ignorance In the learned profession was so great at that
tlme coneerning the remedial properties to be found In the vegetable
kingdom, from which Thomson drew all his medicines, that npon
Thomson’s losing a patient he was arrested for willful murder ; and
at his trial the poison of whieh the patlent was said to have died was
bronght forward Dy a regnlar M. D. of this samne sehool In whose in-
terest they would have you pass thls Bill. Upon examination it was
diseovered to be the harmless root of marsh-rosemary, used in mak-
ing common candy at the present time. The ceures this man wrought
wlierever he went seemed, in contrast with the sucecess of the regu-
lar praetitioner, to be little less than miraeulons. The news of his
wonderful enres spread abroad, not by his advertising them, but it
was told from man to mnan, The people rejoieed in the new light, the
physielans tried to suppress him, but the people would have him. At
last the doetors sald, if the people will be doetored by this quackery;
viz., roots and herbs, we cannot lose our practice ; and henee we are-
compelled to sit at the feet of this ignorant old ** quack,” and learn
what he gives, and how he performs these wonderful cures. And so
Thomson’s remedies are now used by every medical sehool, though
they still deery his name. And these compounds of Thomson’s, and.
hiis muny diseoverles, to the number of inore than one hundred, are;
sold by all druggists in America and Europe. Hls system now is a
part of the reeognized system, even among the members of the Mas-
sachusetts State Medleal Soelety.

The Water Cure system has a similar history. So of all the differ-
ent elements that now compose the regular practice. Every one was
fought in its turn by the regnlar sehoolmen ; but the people were
benefited, and therefore, notwithstanding it has ever been made
scandalous to employ a person ontside the regular practice, yet ““ all
that a man hath will he give for his life.””  Sothese systems the regu-
l:%rtslchool% were eompelled to adopt, or else be left among the fossils
of the past.

I brought before you a member of the family of the far-famed
“uatural bone-setters.” For two hundred and fitty years their sys-
tem, calied the “rotary” systein, was fought back by the colleges
of medieine, and keptout of the regular praetice untll the people
were determined to have this graeeful and easy method of bone-
setting; and then the regulars were forced to adopt it ; and again
the sehoolmen were compelled to move forward astep. Now they
say, “ Do not let any more men praetiee outside the regular system,
for we are tired of moving on. We wisht_to draw our robes about us
and rest. 'We might have been resting these hundreds of years had
it not been for the ‘quack’ compelling us to learn first this improve-
ment in medieine and then that, or else lose our praetiee and stand one
side and see the money all go into the pockets of 1he man who cures,
he having plenty and to spare, while we starve on our ‘ sheepskin.’ ”’

It seenis, at first thought, very strange that these marvelous im-

rovements In treating disease, and even in bone-setting, should eonie

rom persons who have not read, and ean give no scientific name to
the diseases they cure, or even tell the anatomieal naines of the
bones they set ; yet these are the facts, and not even the promoters
ot this Bill will dare attempt a denlal of them. But this seeming
eecentrieity of natuve is not alone confined to diseoveries in the
healing art, but is true of nearly all the improvements. Common
people give ns our improvements, and the sehoolimen spend their
time in giving Greek and Latin names to these improvements,
and building metaphysieal theories concernlng them. George Ste-
venson, the inventor of the loeomotive, eould scarcely read—he was
a poor, Ignorant eollier. Ie knew nothing of the laws of meehanies,
never heard of a sehool of Teehnology. Yet nobody thonght the
less of his invention because he could not l])ass an examination eon-
cerning the very prineiples of meehanies which he had been apply-
ing. Even Morse, the inventor of the electrie telegraplh, was not a
seientist, and could not have passed a ereditable examination before
any college board of examiners ; yet we do not think the less of these,
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wires whieli, like so many nerves, bring into harmony all the fami-
lics of man,”

Again, disguise it as the friends of this proposed Bill may, the
measure is a proposal for class-legislation! The immortal Lineoln
said, “This is a govermnent of the people, by the })eople, and for
the people.” This Bill proposes to govern the people tor the doetors,
and by the doctors. It is even worse than that: it proposes to put
this monopoly, not inlo the hands of all the educated, graduated
physiecians, but into the hands of those who happen at this time to be
members of the different State Medicat Societies.

At this point I wish to refer to the physleian brought here, by the
petitioners of this Bill, from New Hampshire, who was used for the
yiurpose of makingyou belleve that Massachusetts is full of “quacks.”

¢ read you quite a lengthy letter from a pliysician residing in Con-
cord. The whole letter, if seen in the light of unvarnlshed facts,
will show your honorable body who started this movement to legis-
Jate in favor of certain physicians, as some States have essayed to
do, and which other States, whien importuned, refuse to do, among
the latter Wisconsin belng cutitled to lionorable mention—a State
which, while this hearing has been going forward, has nobly re-
fused to legislate in favor of a class of men wlio are unable to con-
vinee the people that they are of sufficlent value to the community
to entltle them to patronage. The points in this letter, sent by one
physician from New Hampshire and read to you by another, were to
the effect that an attemnpt had been made to repeil the law in New
Hampshire by some of its citizeus, or, rather, by Massaclusetts
“ quacks,” together with a few persons in New Hampshire who had
sent in dead men’s names on the petition for a repeal ! Notice the
charge, gentlenien, which a physician in Coneord makes against the
inhabitants of his own State wlihout an?' warrant or proof. What
will the citizens of New ITampshire say when they liear what a physi-
clan in their capital has charged them with? This unfounded state-
ment shiows the true spirit of those who are interested in the mak-
ing and perpetuity of sueh sumptuary laws, Thls writer would
leave an entively different impression from what is eorreet on your
minds, in saying that a man from Lebauon tried to get this law re-
pealed, and during the last session was seen hanging around the
State Honse, *“ button-holing ” the members; and that certain law-
yers, who were members of the Legislature, were supposed to hold
retainers’ feesIn thelr pockets. e went on to insinuate that money
had been ralsed by Massachusetts *“ quacks’ to do all these things,
saying that somebody had said, in the steam-cars, to somebody else,
that he would give one thousand dollars to get the law repealed. Heo
further stated that the agitation agaiust tireir New HHanpshire law
had been started by onc Hayden in Massachusctts, ete., ete.

Now while all this is not preelsely legitimate to the subjeet under
discussion here, yet on the ground that the petitioners have seen fit
to present this testimouy for want of better, 1 shall attempt to sliow,
by a true reeital of this whole affaiv, what the real animus of these
law-movers Is. This physician from New IHampshire said at the
time the repeal was attempted in that State, that talent was_ im-
ported from abroad, insinuating that this wonderful thonsand dollars
given by somebody, nobody knows who, in additioi to its buying up
members of the New Hampshire Legislature, also sent this ¢ talent”
to advocate the repeal. The faets about this whole matter, gentle-
men, are as follows : The law above mentioned had been in foree in
New ITampshive for about two years, when a member of the Legisla-
ture from Lebanon, who was uot a doctor of the “(]u:lck ’* order, or
any other, but a most estimable merchant, a noble, high-minded and
geuuiue lover of humanlty, diseovering certain great wrongs that had

een permitted under this doctors’ monopoly, presented a Bill for a
repeal of said law, and being anold and true friend of mine, and
knowing that I saw the inhumanity of this law in the light in whieh
lie saw it, wrote ine, asking if I would come to Concord and assist
him in presenting the petitlon for a repeal ; telling me there was no
money to be paid, but if I would come and give my services in the
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name of humanity, to come. Ile did not know when the hearing
would take place. Days went by and weeks ; we could not under-
stand the reason for the delay ; at last a day was appointed, and we
went, and found the city literally filled with doetors from all parts of
the country. They had, on the day appolnted for the hearing, a
meeting of all the Societies in the State ; then it dawned upon us
why the delay for the hearing had been so long. These doctors ap-
}:Iolntcd their speakers. and snch a flocking of doctors to the State

ouse could only be accuunted for on the ground that their craft was
in danger. There were lawyers on the Committee before which the
hearing caine, and these lawyers reported in favor of a repeal, after
hearing the argument on both sides. The writer of the letter I have
{nst referred to as being sent by one physician and read before you
by another, was one of the speakers appearing in favor of the New
Hampshire law. One of the doetors came forward at that time, and
declared that a ““ quack’” in Massachusetts said hie would give one
hundred thousand dollars to repeal the law; they have now moditied
the report to one thousand ; at this ratlo of reduction by next year it
will be ten eents.

Now compare these plain statements with the insinuations of this
New Hampshire doctor’s letter.

The same kind of spirit has been shown liere to some extent.
Only yesterday a statement was made here that of some fifty or more
names for the remonstrants purporting to conie from Salem, onl
three counld be found in the Salem directory. As you yourselves will
see by due investigation, thes¢ names did not purport to be from
Salem. No place is aflfixed to these names. A forced construction
was placed on the fact that the gentleman who placed these names
on the table wrote something like this on the paper conneected with
thelr names: “ Mr. So-and-So, from Salem, sends 1 $0 maly names,’”
the explanation of which is this: the gentleman who collected the
names has an office in Salem, whenee he sent this list ; but he has
business in other towns takihg him daily from Salem, and he eol-
lected other names in the loealities visited, presenting them all, at
last, as the names of citizens of Massachusetts, without giving the
place of residence, thinking it unnecessary to mention the towns
visited, since this matter is not a town but a State affair. This sim-
ply shows to what exiremes persons engaged in the engineering of
this hoped for monopoly will go.

The object of the petitioners for the passage of this proposed Dill is
to make the wnmber of physicians in the State small, and thereby
constitute the greatest money monopoly ever heard of in this ¢oun-
try, or any other. Then every member of the profession in this State
will have security of practice, whether he helps or hinders the siek,
and they will not only have plenty to do, but can charge whatever
Price they please for their services, and there Is no appeadl ; for there

s no other doctor permitted to praetice, withount pains and penaltties.

The real purpose and intent of the Bill is hidden under two very
popnlar dlsgnises. Fwst, that of a higher standard of cducation,
and secondly, the extermination of * quackery.” YWe will notice
these points in their respective order:

First, Is this Bill in the interests of higher educatlon? We have:
already shown that it will hinder progress in medical knowledge.
Let us sce what the Bill actually does by its licenses and prohibi-
tions. In the very start it gives all the members of the various State
socleties a license to practice without an examination. And yet
many of the members of these varions State societies, it is well
known, have never received a diploma from any medical college, and
many others wlio have a diploma in said societics took it from some
one of the very colleges this Board of Exaimniners will condemn.

DMuch has been said eondemnatory of the ignorance of many doe-
tors who are outside the pale of these State societics. I will offset
that by stating something concernlug the ignorance of those inside
the pale : A druggist asked a gentleman the other day what lie would
make of the following: “ Ag Moni,” The gentleman, aithough a
learned physician, did not know, neither did the druggist. Another
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member of the Massachusetts State Medical Society was asked to
state what a conunon dose of morphine is. Ilereplied fromone tofive
grains. _1n oneof your highly approved medical colleges of this State
the old Caloric theory of heat was taught five years ago, and is to-day
for aught I know. I should hope that learned (?) professor would not
be on the Board of Examiners provided iu this bill ; for in that case
no true and aceepted scientist could get a license, simply because lie
would answer correctly, aud the Urofessor wonld not know it.

Much has been said about the manifest ignorance of *‘ quacks’’
who slgn certificates of death. Did thiey give us anything that could
exeel the following from a regnlar M. D.2 * Not certain of the canse
of death. Don’t know whether it was searlet fever or from eating
too much Iicllona sansage.”

They tell yon this bill is for the purpose of weeding out pretend-
ers; but they do not tell us how it is to work this most desirable
change. They raise a great cry about “ quacks.” A ‘“quack’’ sim-
ply means one who pretends to do something he cannot do. That
there are such pretenders in the medical profession.and in every
other profession, nobody thinks of denying; and far be it from me,
or any opposerof this Bill, to defend such. The people all liave a
common.interest in rooting out all sueh, and many persons have signed
the.petition for the passage of this Dill because it was represented to
them that this would exterminate that obnoxlous race; but has any
one shown us how this Bill, if passed, has any power to sift them
out? It lias no such power, but, on the contrary, it protects theni.
It is a wall of fire around all the ““ quaeks ’’ who are inside the medi-
cal societies, and where is the man who possesses the auducity to
say there are no “ quacks ” inside those societies? Vet this Bill will
compel the people to employ them, because no choiee is left them;
for the number from which to choose, should such a Bill as this pass,
would be kept exceedingly small. Note another means which this
Bill provides for keeping the number small:

By the terms of this Bill no one is eligible to an examination mere-
1y because he is sufficlently learned, or has graduated, nnless he
shall have graduated from a college which they approve. Thus their
power is wholly arbitrary. They can eut down the number of candl-
dates, at any time, by dilsapproving the colleges from which they
graduated, though every such college holds a charter from the State
in which it exlsts. Again, anotlier means is provided for lessening
the number of physicians, in the clause about *“ a good moral charac-
ter.” The DBill provides that any person having a good Imoral char-
acter shall be licensed, if such persou has practieed within the State
ten consecutive years, yet, althongh this looks very falr on the faee
of it, by looking a little deeper we shall see that no criterion of
morals is established, but the mattev is left wholly to this Board of
Examiners. How easy and how consistent it is with the entire spirit
of this Bill to say, ** If yon have practiced ten years without being a
member of our Society or having studled medicine in the regular
way, you are a ‘ quack,’ and you have been humbugging the people
ten years, and no license shall be granted to a man who is immoral
enough to humbug the people for that period.” ¥or if this Bill
means anything it means to teach that all persons who have not been
through a medical college are humbugs unless they beloug to one of
the State medical societies. Thus all such can be cut off.

They tell you of criminal practices among * quacks” that this Bill
will put a stop to. Gentlemen, I lold in my hand the names of four

liysieians uow residing in this city, who are members of the old

Tassachusetts State Medical Society, in good and regular standing,
who have beeun before the court for the crime of producing abortior,
and also the name of one who is now serving his time in the State
Prison for arson; so that it seems that the Massachusetts State
Medical Soeiety Is not in a condition to ‘“cast the first stone”’; but
still It asks that you throw around them, by special leglslation, the
arm of the law, lest people shall employ better men outside the regu-
lav soeieties. .

Again, this Bill takes away, without compensation, an honorable
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and sucecssful business from a large number of persons, whiell is
most unjust and cruel. And what does this law propose toeall a
erime? Simply this: the restoring 1o life and health a ltuman being.,
This Bill does 1ot ask tlie qnestion, * Does this man cure the sick 2
No; if hie eures Lim twiee, it inakes him pay one thousand dollars ;
if he eures a Pauem. three times, 1t imprisons liini.  Surely sueh a
law is nothing better than barbarous.

Again, T objeet to thie Bill becanse it praetieally puts into the hands
of one medieal socicty arbitrary power; and that soeiety so Lostile
to the other societies that, according to the testimony of the presi-
dent of that society, they will not_eounsel with a ITomcopatl or an
Eelectic, though the patient ealling for eounsel is dying and this
counsel will save his life. This rests not alone upon the testiinony
of this president; it 1s onec of the rules of the by-laws of said so-
ciety. This Bill would foree the two small State societies into the
very jaws of this inlluman lion; although one quarter part of the
members of one of these societies have sent intheir written or verbal
remonstranee ; and a large and influential part of this otlier soeiely
also join in the remonstranee, led bynoless a member than its worthy
sceretary, Dr. Morse. of Salem. a man of high soeial standing and
extensive praetice. Other eminent Iomeopiathie physicians of this
city, members of the State soeiety, and Professors in the Medieal
College, sent up their names, but you have not had time to hear them.

Again, I object to this Bill beeanse it proposes to legislate away
the saered righis and dearest privileges of the people. What is so
saered to a man as his own life? Yet this Bill proposes he shall not
Dbe allowed to chioose the means of Liis own recovery if he is ill.

Let us notice the ground upon which the petitioners ask for the
passage of suelia nll:

1st, They elaim that the medieal profession needs proteetion from
thie eompctition of ““ quaeks,” and to this end they brought a Bishop
from, I do not know where, neither do J know what he was Bishop
of—TI only know the lawyer fo1 _the petitioners was very careful to
make you understand he 2¢as a Bishop. This Bishop said the medi-
eal Profcssion was a very honorable one and needed proteetion; he
said algo that {he elergy needed protection just the same as the doe-
tors, because there were so many ““ quack ”” preachers, Now what is
the burden of this argument? If it means anything it means, “ We
liope you will pass a bill to proteet the doctors this year, and then a
bill next year cutting off all ministers from preaehing who are not in
this ”? (or in some other bishop’s) *‘ dioeese.” 1 admire the eandor of
that Bishop, and I feel greatly obliged to him for helping our side so
mueh. If we had said there is no differenee between the doctors
asking for a bill to protect {hem, and that of ministers asking one to
proteet the clergy, the advoeates of this Bill would have said there
was a difference; but now that it comes from one of {heir own ehoos-
ing—one they had brought here because e was a Bishop, thinking
thereby, as they have in several other instanees, to overawe us—it
strikes them duinb that this good, simple-hearted Bishop, should, all
unintentionally, ““let the eat ont of the bag,”” by saying, in substanee:
“‘ Please pass thls Bill for the doetors, and then pass one for us min-
isters, so that we ean get larger salaries, for we need more money as
mueh as the doctors do.”

They have brought you the names of other prominent clerzymen.
What we would like to know is, whether these clergymen who sent
in their names for this petitlon know what they are doing, and are,
lienee, using this @s an entering wedge to bring baek the oppression
of the ages gone by, or whether they donot see thie bearing of this
Bill, T am happy to say I incline to the latter opinion; for I know a
number who signed this Yetition who are now sorry, saying they
wonld never have signed it had they known its full meaning. All they
meant by signing it was to get rid of pretenders, but they now see
the Bill is not ealeulated in the least to do that, but is simply asking
for the most erushing monopoly that ever bore down ll[l)on the com-
mon people. All this ery for the medical societies, all this telling
how the poor members of the medical societies have flat pocket-
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books becausc the people will persist In employing other physicians,
is contemptible. X’oor, poor regulars! how hungry tliey go because
the people are not compelled to take their calomel, and prefer the
harmless root-and-herb doetor! Why, all thls lamentation in behalf
of the doctors, becanse they may not compel the Fcop!e to employ
them, makes e think of the little boy whose mother was showing
him a picture of Danicl in the lions’ den; the little fellow began to
ery bitterly, when the mother said: * You pity poor Daniel, do n’t:
you, because the lions arc golng to eat hlmup?” IHis r‘ei)ly, amid
1is sobs, was, ** 1 was not thinking anything about Daniel. I was
thinking about that poor little lion in the corner, who won't get any,
*cause the old lions will eat hiin all up first.”

In all this cry for a Bill to protect the members of the old medical
societies, not a word is said for the common people, whom Daniel
represents In the lions’ den. This Bill takes away all possible com-
petition, which is the only safeguard of the pcople.

No price for medical advice or treatment is mentioned In this Bill.
All is left to the nine despots of the proposed Board of Examiners,
clothed with absolute power, and these despots are the interested
party. They may say, if the price Is too higlh, people need not em-
ploy the doctor. But what kind of an apology 1s that? DIeople can-
not help being slek, and they cannot lie and dic, as theso monopo-
lists very well know ; lience thosc members of tho medical societies,
who have no practico now, and who, for want of natural fitness,
ought never to liave any, the people will be compelled to employ.
Wy, gentlemen, when 1 think of the inhumanity of this Bill, aud,
practieally, those who advocate it, I am dumb with horror. The
grocers might as well band themselves togethier and ask for legal
monopoly. The friends of this Bill tell You there 1s an immense
amount of malpractice among the outside doctors, yet they have
failed to‘pomt out a single case. Golook at the law reports, and
you will find scarcely a case of malpractlce outside the members of
these societies, while the reports of those inside are innumerable.
They talk to us as though we had no law now to regulate the prac-
tiee of 1nedleine, when the truth Is we have laws that cover every
imaginable case of wrong dolng, in this matter, that law can cover.

We have already, for instance, a law that if a man advertises Iilm-
self as M. D.. when he has not that title, he can at once be arrest-
ed for obtaining monev under false pretences, and the penalty is
State Prison. Again, we have the strictest laws concerning mal-

raetiee, making bad_or injurlous medical practice also a State

>rison offence. ﬁ\’ow I ask inall eandor what more we need? No

further legislation is possible withont abridging the rlghts of the
people by taking from them power to choose for one’s self what
physician he shall have.

Please notice this is a contest not between “ quacks?’ on the one
hand and edncated, honest physicians on the other, but, simply, may
the people clect the person they wish to treat them when sick, or
may they not? )

No testimony whatever has been brought, during this protracted
hearing, against the practice of those wlio work outslde the regular
schools. Mark onc thing in all the testimony presented: not 8
physiclan among the “irregulars ”’ has testified ; they have all mod-
esily stayed in the background, while their works have praised them.
The witnesses are persons in every walk of life except the doctors.
Every oue who has testified has stated that he was first given up to
dle by the regular physielans before he employed one of the outside
physieians, The Regulars have no reason to complain, for all these
persons gave them the first chance, and in many instances were doc-
tored by them until they had no money left to pay the outside doe-
tor who finally cured them. Does not thls crowd of witnesses show

lalnly that if you will legislate some way, It certainly should not
Be against those who have wrought the cures ? X X

The President of the old Massachusetts State Medical Society de-
clared to you that cancer could not be cured. Thus, through the
mouth of their chief, the regular physicians declare they cannot cure



60 CIVIL AND MEDICAL LIBERTY

cancer ; yet I have brought witness after witness to testify that they
have been cured of cancer by these irregular physicians, whom this
Bill would cut off from praetice. One might say these were another
kind of tumor, and not cancer; but we llave been careful o guard
that point by proving, in every case, that the r.gulav physieians pro-
nounced it a caneer, and incurable, The President, above referred
to, said it was a blood disease, and hence incurable. The eascs we
have presented here have been well ever siniee the caneers were
taken out, and they were takenout years ago. They testified that
the doetors, who cured the eancers, gave thiemmedieino for the blood
at the sanie time. Thus we have proved that these caneer-curers take
the caneer out without the use of the knife, and that their knowledge
of blood-remedies enables tiiem to eliminate all tendency to cancer
from the blood. Can tlie people afford to be deprived of doetors who
are known to cure eancers in inuumerable cases, and be compelled
to content thiemselves with a elass of physicians who come in here
and testify to you that they eannot eure a caneer? Caneer is a dis-
ecase more dreaded than any other, and yet a very eommon disease.
Think of the despair of the poor patient, when lie is told by one of
the doctors whom this Bill would protrect and give the monopoly to,
“You have a cancer, and 1 am powerless to lielp you.  Yon must be
eaten up slowly by this most loathsome disease while yct alive.”
Imagine this Bill talking eficet as a law, and though the dying patient
begs of the old caneer-curer for help, he dare not, for the prison
walls loom up before lis sight.

Who has favored this Bill beside the lawyers, who were hired to do
80, and a few physieians? Did the honored President of the Boston
University? To be sure he was brought before you to advoeate that
side. Did lie doso? Ao’ ITe warncd you agaiust putting so mueh
power into the hands of one ¢lass.  Not onee did he fayor this Bill b
a single cxpression. 1is arguments were all on the other side ; tell-
ing you of the tyrauny eonceruing this medieal matterin the despotie
States of Enrope. Did he ask you to follow the example of those old
oPpressive governments! ANo! Did the President of the Young
Men’s Chrlstian Union favor this Bill? e did not say one word
abont the DBill. :

The advoeates of this Bill tell you the peop'e need the guardianship
of the Medical Society, beeause the people do not know what they
eant. This lias ever been the voice of despotism. I will not go
over the testimony in detail; 1 will content myselt by mentioning a
single case, whieh you recognize to be a fair represcntative of the
%estlmony whieh has come before you, throughout this enti™

iearing

Mr. Nye of Augusta, Me., sent to this honorable Committes a let-
ter, asking you not torecommend any legislation in favor of any such
law as this Bill proposes, in which he gives a statement of his own
case and others. Permit me to tell yon wio this manis. Heis Su-
perinténdent of an Orthodox Sunday school. ITe has been Treasurer
of the Maine Central Railroad for seventeen years, and for many

rearsState Commissionerof Insuranec; also Centennial Commissioner
rom Maine ; a man of the highest standing. This gentleman testifies
that he was taken ill while on 1 visit to West Point, some ten years
since, with seiatica. The eminent surgeon of the place attended
him, but gave him no relief ; finally told him he eonld not hope to be
better for one year. at least. e then came home and employed
the most eminent of the Maine doetors, but with no sneeess. Finally,
a magnetie liealer, (a resident of Boston.) cured him with one treat-
ment. Mr. Nye also speaks of the case of his wife, who had a ean-
cer. The best doetors of Doston, the: most eminent in the regular
faculty, were consuited. Finally they deeided that within ten days
the knife wonld be lier only ehanee of prolonging life. A clairvoyant
sald, * Do not nse the knife.” A magnetie liealer was then employed,
and the wife was cured. Thls was ten years ago, and the wife has
been well up to date. These, gentlemen, are not isolated eases, but
of every-day and hour ocenrrence, in every part of the State.

Gentlemen, although I do not, like my brother Giles here, believe
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gpirits of the departed prodnce these cures, yet we all must believe
that some great physlological law is lhere involved, the discovery of
wlhilch is of the highest value to mankind; and T ask you, in the
name of God and lnimanity, not to recommend a bill that shall ent off
these benefactors from practicing within this Commonwealtl.

You mnust have noticed the great crowd that has attended thls hear-
ing fromthe first. You also have not failed tonotice, by theirdemon-
strations, that they are utterly opposed to this Bill, and most of them
eager to testify wlat great good has been done them by the persons
whom this Bill will ent off. A mother beeame so anxions that, al-
though the tlme was filled, yet she cried out to you from the depths
of lier grlef and fear, In the name of God, not to pass this Bill, for
her life and that of her friends had been saved by these persons of
natural medical genius.

I but voice the prayer of the vast majority of the citizens of this
Commonwealth when I pray yon not to deprive us of the help of
those persons who have again and again proved themselves possessed
of the natural and improved glfts whieli make them #he physlelans !
Will yon take away the persons who have been our famlly physicians
for years, In whom we have the utmost confidenee, who have saved
us and our little ones when all scholastic skill gave us up to dle, and
in their places compel ns to take the young man just passed from the
hand of this board of eensors, with no othey claimupon onr confidence
than the fact that he has a good inemory or Is the son of a rich father
who would have him a professional man, because it gives hlm higher
caste in society, when, aecording to the laws of his organization, he
should have been a coal heaver, or at best a shoemaker ?

The subject before us Is of the gravest cliaracter. It isa matter of
fndividnal ehoice in a casc of life and death. In the siniplest words
%)ossil)lc, we pray you not to take away from us, the cominon pcople,

he one we choose to stand by us in the honr of our sorest need. Do
not take away from us—who believe that Dr. Morse, of Salem, who
was for years a professor in thie edical department of the Boston
University, spoke the truth when lie sald that some men were born
physicians, and such were always snccessful practitioners, even If
unedneated, while he knew many who, thongh having graduated
from the oldest medicil college in Massachusetts, were never known
to help a patient—the power to choose tlicse natural physieians, to
whose wonderful cures so many testify. 3

The natural physicians will not go to your approved medical col-
lege; they have methods of study peenliar to themselves. Think of
the “Sweet family of natural bone setters’” being compelled to go
through a medical eollege in their time, when in after yearscvery
medlcal eollege was obliged to learn of tliem, or thie college go nn-
patronized. They say: “ These mmen may go to college if they have
this natnral genins.”” That i3 easily enongh said, but will they tell
me when in the history of the world Davld would wear Saul’s armor
when he went out to fight the glant? They will simpli,' give up prac-
tice if you pass this law, and we shall be deprlved of thelr most valn-
able services. I do not plead for them. 7hey do not need ws; WE
NEED THEM! The man of genius always stinds on the dignity of
his God-given powers, and says to tlie world, what Edmund Bnrke
said when he was finally shut out of Parliament: ‘Gentlemen, I can
afford to get along withont yon, 1f you can without me.”” Itis the
fifth-rate men who go down on thelr knecs, crawling in the dust to get
place and power, as is amply illustrated in the little fifth-rate doc-
tors who ask for this monopoly for their benefit. Not one of the doc-
tors the Old School calls ** quiacks ” has appeared liere asking yon
not to pass this Bill. They can afford to stand back, as they have
stood. But we, who wish their help, cannot afford to stand back and
see our rights taken from us, not only the right to liberty and the
pursuit of happiness, but thie right to life; unless we can live in spite
of all the poison that the old Allopath wonld ponr down our throats,
and charge us what he pleases for.

The people do not want this Bill, therefore I pray you will not
recommend it!








