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PREFACE. 

GREAT changes are taking place in the very .structures 
of society. Old notions, like dilapidated houses, are 
passing away. New ones, possessing greater breadth and 
light and beauty are rising upon the ruins. The revolu­
tion is a silent one, accomplished over the heads of men 
nolms volms, by forces noiseless as the sunshine. The 
opposition is strong, for the positions disturbed are 
ancient; but many opponents, rather than be "behind 
the age," have accepted the situation, at first with distru.'lt, 
then with tolerance, then with ample wonder that such 
excellent things had not earlier arrived. 

One of the symptoms of these changes (itself almost a 
revolution) is the attention now given by pulpit, platform, 
press, and in the social circle, to the remarkable theories 
which EMANUEL SWEDENBORG promulgated more than 
a hundred years ago. 

Somehow or other SWEDENBORG is becoming a factor 
in many of the problems of to-day. His influence per­
vades modem literature and dogma to a surprising 
extent. His writings exist in many languages, and 
circulate by thousands every year. Many of the leaders 
of public opinion, and most of the public libraries, theo­
logical seminaries, and literary institutions possess them. 
Books, representing his views reduced to common parlance, 
multiply very fast, find a market, and are reviewed by the 
press, sometimes with favour, generally with respect. 
Further, a band of intelligent followers, whose strength 
is not to be measured by the foot-rule of the statistician, 
by means of lectures and " Silent Missionaries" make 
SWEDENJIORG's doctrines widely known, and defend 
them-when they get an opportunity. 

Even the Scientists, who, Dr. GARTH WILKINSON tells 
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lV PREFACE. 

us, "take off their grave hats to a new beetle or a fresh 
vegetable alkaloid," and steer clear of the great facts that 
are dear to the hearts of men and women, are sending out 
spies to explore the Unseen Universe which SWEDEN BORG 
has described. They have begun with Spiritism; they 
will come to SWEDENBORG. EMERSON wittily observes 
( Ldtn-s and Social Aims)-" The savatts are chatty and 
vain, but hold them hard to principle, and definition, and 
they become mute and near-sighted. What is motion? 
what is beauty? what is life? what is force ?-push them 
hard, and they will not be loquacious; they will come to 
PLATO to PROCLUS and to SWEDENBORG." Some are 
already there. 

The Want of the age is a Theosophy which is at once 
Scriptural, Scientific, Rational, and Practical. In every 
previous age man's necessity has been God's opportunity. 
Is ours an exception? How then is SWEDENBORG and 
his works to be accounted for? They cannot be squeezed 
to death nor explained away; already they have survived 
several generations, and are still "new." 

And if this much-needed Christian psychology dou 
lie hid in the works of SWEDENBORG ?-loyalty to the 
truth, liberty of conscience, freedom of voice and pen, 
all those noblest elements of English character demand 
its resurrection though the skies fall. 

In the following pages I have not tried to praise or 
blame, defend or denounce, vindicate or asperse SWEDEN· 
BORG; that has been sufficiently done by his friends and 
enemies. I have aimed rather to present a pen-and-ink 
sketch, leaving the reader to place it in such " frame " as 
suits his fancy, and being myself more concerned that my 
description be accurate and impartial, than whether it 
favours SWEDEN BORG or the reverse. U. S. E. -

LoNDON, N., D«. 1876. 
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EMANUEL SWEDENBORG 
THE SPIRITUAL COLUMBUS. 

-·· 
NooRTHoucx, author of A New History 

of London, published in London in I773.: 
describes Cold-bath-fields as consisting 
"of some streets which form the extremity 
of this part of the town. These surround 
a square of the same name consisting of 
small neat houses in the centre of which is 
a handsome old house with a small garden 
and containing a good cold bath, which 
~:,rives name to the neighbourhood. The 
north side of the square is as yet open to. 
the fields." One of the streets running 
into this square was named Great Bath­
street, and here at No. 26, there lived to., 
wards the end of the . last century,. one 
Richard Shearsmith, a wigmaker. One. 
day about the beginning of August xnx, 
Mr. Shearsmith was walking near. his. 
house when he heard a . somewhat familiar.: 

B 
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2 EMANUEL SWEDENBORG : 

voice behind him cry out; " Dat be he I 
dat be he I " Turning round, Mr. Shear­
smith found the voice emanated from the 
depths of a hackney coach, and soon re­
cognised in its owner an aged foreign 
nobleman who had lodged with him some 
time previously, and who now communi­
cated to Shearsmith his desire to resume 
his former apartments. The rooms were 
let, but the tenants willingly gave way, and 
Shearsmith's new lodger soon found him­
self comfortably settled. This old gentle­
man was none other than the Hon. Emanuel 
Swedenborg, without cavil one of the most 
extraordinary men that ever lived, and of 
whose life we now present a brief sketch. 
In person Swedenborg was about five feet 
nine inches in height, rather thin, and <.tf 
a brown complexion. His eyes according 
to Shearsmith, were of a brownish grey 
colour, nearly hazel, and rather small, but 
in a t>Ortrait painted at Stockholm, Sweden­
borg's eyes are represented as blue and large, 
and there is little doubt Shearsmith was 
mistaken. He used spectacles. He generally 
attired himself in a dark brown coat and 
·;vaistcoat, and black velvet breeches, but 
when he walked abroad he appeared in 
a suit of black velvet made after an old 
fashion ; long ruffies at his wrist ; a cocked 
hat, a sword with a curious hilt and a 
eilver scabbard, and carried a gold headed 
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THE SPIRITUAL COLUMBUS. 3 

cane in his hand. Shearsmith says he 
seldom laughed but always had a cheerful 
smile upon his countenance. " There was 
something very pleasing in his physiog­
nomy, and a dignity in his erect stature," 
says another authority. Other accounts 
say "his eyes were always smiling, and 
his countenance was illumined by the 
light of his uncommon genius." His 
manners were those of a nobleman of the 
last century; wherever he went he left a 
good impression ; although somewhat re­
served, was complaisant, accessible to all, 
and had something very loving and attrac­
tive in his demeanour. He was very fond 
of little children, and when he went for a 
stroll, would stock his pockets with ginger­
bread which he distributed amongst them 
as they gambolled in the fields and square. 
Practically he was a vegetarian in diet and 
there are on the lists of the Vegetarian 
Society a goodly number of his followers. 
Shearsmith said he sometimes ate a little 
fish, and once tasted some pigeon-pie, but 
usually his diet was bread and butter, milk, 
and coffee much sweetened, almonds, 
raisins, fruit, vegetables, biscuits, cakes, 
&c. He was also a teetotaller, though not 
a Good Templar exactly, since, it is related, 
he occasionally drank in company a glass 
or two of wine, but never more, and once 
this small quantity upset him for u two or 
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4 EMANUEL SWEDENBORG : 

three days after." or supper he took 
none. He was very fond of coffee which 
he used to make for himself by a little 
stove. His manuscripts bear traces of his 
habit of snuff-taking, but of the vice of 
opium eating, which we once heard 
charged against him, he was quite inno­
cent. 

Sweden borg is one of the world's puzzles. 
He bothered Emerson, one of the deepest 
thinkers of the age. " His writings," says 
Emerson, " would be a sufficient library to 
a lonely and athletic student. One of the 
missourians and mastodons ofliterature,he 
is not to be measured by whole colleges of 
ordinary scholars. No one man is per· 
haps able to judge of the merits of his 
works on so many subjects. • • What ear­
nestness and weightiness, his eye never 
roving, without one swell of vanity, or one 
look to self in any common form of literary 
pride I a theoretic or speculative man, 
but whom no practical man in the universe 
could affect to scorn. Plato is a gowns· 
man ; his garment though of· purple and 
almost sky woven, is an academic robe and 
hinders action with its voluminous folds. 
But this mystic is awful to Cresar. 

· Lycurgus himself would bow." Few great 
men were ever fully appreciated till long 
after they had passed beyond the reach of 
tbcir contemporary critics; but it requires 
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THE SPIRITUAL COLUMBUS. 5 

an extraordinary greatness to survive for 
more than a century the bitter opposition 
and . abuse of the world at large. The heap 
of obloquy and prejudice poured upon the 
name of Sweden borg for a number of years 
was so great that even now when he is be­
ginning to be better appreciated, it en­
velopes his works as with a Scotch mist, 
and in some circles a man had need of 
moral courage to pass through that mist 
to the other side, seeing that to do so he 
must leave old friends and associates be­
hind. As Fletcher says, Swedenborg, in 
the eye of that "hydra-headed monster, 
• public opinion,' is looked upon as the 
type of mysticism, the exponent of eccen­
tricity, the high priest of heterodoxy, the 
promulgator of a madman's creed." And 
"fling the faintest whisper of Swedenbor­
gianism on the wind, and there is a hum 
and murmur among the hoi polloi-learned 
and foolish, married and single, washed 
and unwashed, jabbering and stammerin"', 
~outing ~nd sho.uting, groaning and weep­
mg! holdmg their breath and gathering up 
their garments as though a pestilence 
passed by that way." 

It is not, however, necessary to become 
a Swedenborgian before one is able to 
regard Swedenborg and his works with 
that common respect due to all, and with­
out that prejudice which makes unjust 
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6 EMANUEL SWEDENBORG : 

judges. We believe Swedenborg wrote 
simply for the sake of the truth, and in 
the honest conviction that what he wrote 
was the truth. No man can do more-none 
should do less. Never were literary 
labours so freely placed at the feet of man­
kind as these Herculean tomes of 
Swedenborg There is nothing said about 
"translation reserved," or "copyright," or 
"royalty," no more than in the case of 
the Bible. Like the Book of books the 
works of Swedenborg seem to have been 
"cast upon the waters" of human history, 
to be accepted or rejected just as men, in 
the exercise of their freedom may~ elect. 
When we find an author enthusiastically 
praised by all who have read him (and by 
such thoughtful readers as Emerson, 
Coleridge, Paxton Hood, Kant, Dr. Mill, 
Morell, Garth Wilkinson, and many others 
we might name) and almost never blamed by 
any but those who have not read, one is 
apt to consider that there is " something 
in it." In "judging a man as we find 
him" much depends upon how we find 
him, or, if he be dead, who has biographed 
him. 

It is a good thing for an author's fame if 
the duty of chronicling his career fall into 
the hands of an honest and friendly00critic. 
Dr. Johnson had his Boswell, Charles 
Dickens his Forster; many others of our 
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THE SPIRITUAL COLUMBUS. 7 

greatones have had a kind andcapablehanil 
to gather up their literary remains and 
decently inter them in the hands of some 
enterprising publisher, " in the hope of a 
speedy and sure resurrection." Not so 
with Sweden borg, of all men most liable to be 
misunderstood, and therefore most needing 
such kindly offices. One self-constituted 
authority stoutly maintains he was mad, 
and naively declines to read his works ; 
another as stoutly holds him forth as the 
very quintessence of philosophical acumen, 
shrewd common sense, and sound piety; 
while a third will give him the infallible 
honours of a pope, not only unsolicited, but 
against his will. Not that there are r.o bio­
graphers of Sweden borg. Dr. I. F. E. Tafel, 
of Tubingen (a relative of the Rev, Pro­
fessor Tafel, of the New Church in the 
Camden-road}, collected and published in 
four vols. in 1839 an enormous num­
ber of letters and documents relating to 
Swedenborg, and out of the material thus 
furnished several biographies were pub­
lished in America and England. Amongst 
these we know of none equal, as regards 
beauty of language, fairness of criticism, 
and grasp of his subject, to that published 
in 1849 by Dr. Garth Wilkinson, an 
eminent homceopathic physician practising 
in Wimpole-street. Next to this stands 
t~at by the R-:v. Paxton Hood, now the 
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8 E!.fANUEL SWEDENBORG : 

respected minister of Offord-road Congrega­
tional Chapel. His work is an eloquent 
tribute to Swedenborg's acceptability as a 
great and sane religious teacher. It is en­
titledEmanuel Swedenborg, a Biography and 
an Exposition, and was published in 1854· 
We believe it (as also the work by Dr. 
Wilkinson) is out of print, but, owing to 
the author's literary fame, has had many 
readers in circles to which Sweden borg was 
previously unknown. In 1854-55 Mr. 
William White, then the manager of the 
Swedenborg Society's publishing business 
in Bloomsbury-street, wrote a most com­
pact and readable Life of Swedenborg, 
which, after passing through the pages of 
the Phonetic Journal, was reprinted as a 
book in 1856. In 1867 the same gentleman, 
who had, it appears, in the interim been 
relieved of his connection with the 
Swedenborg Society in consequence of 
tendencies to Spiritism, wrote and pub­
lished a work in two volumes 8vo, entitled 
Emanuel Swedenborg, his Life and Writ­
ings. This, the largest and most complet~ 
biography of Swedenborg in existence, is, 
unfortunately, far from being a satisfactory 
one to the ordinary reader. Whether 
White changed· his views of Swedenborg 
when he ceased his relations with the 
Sweden borg Society, or whether he wished 
to make a sensational book, it is difficult 
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THE SPIRITUAL COLUMBUS. 9 

to say. There is, however, a marked 
difference between the biography in the 
Phonetic Journal and the one now before 
us, in which we detect many inconsis­
tencies of opinion. Still, Mr. White's book 
is a most excellent one, and must have cost 
him much labour. Like all biographers 
be finds much space for high praise of his 
subject, and quotes most fully from his 
writings. 

Emanuel Sweden borg was born on the 
2gth of January, 1688, at Stockholm. His 
father, Jesper Svedberg, of whom more 
anon, was the son of one Daniel Isaksson, 
a copper smelter, of Fahlun, in Sweden, 
and bearing in mind that in later years 
Emanuel , maintained that the mental 
capacities of a child are from his father, 
the physical from the mother, it would not 
be uninteresting to trace briefly the cha­
racters of his immediate ancestors. Ac­
cording to English notions J esper Svedberg 
should have been J esper Isaksson, but, 
after a custom not even yet extinct, he was 
surnamed, not after his father, but his 
father's little homestead, Sveden. Daniel 
Isaksson and his wife were a poor couple, 
but eminently pious and industrious, and 
possessed withal by an inextinguishable 
faith in Providence. To many parents an 
addition to a family already larger than 
appears consistent with temporal comfort 
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is a sore trouble ; to Isaksson it was con­
sidered a proof of divine favour. He 
reckoned his children as the source of all 
his blessings, and would say after dining, 
" Thank you, my children, for dinner. God 
has given me food for your sake I " The 
truth of the psalmist's declaration, " They 
that look to the Lord shall never lack any 
good thing," received strong confirmation 
in Isaksson's case. He joined a party of 
speculators to open up a deserted copper 
mine, and the speculation succeeding he 
became a rich and flourishing citizen. 
Jesper was thereby enabled to receive the 
best collegiate education that could be ob­
tained . at the time. From an earlyoage 
Jesper displayed literary tastes, a fondness 
for his Bible and religious conversation, 
and was never so pleased as when playing 
at preaching. His lif~ as a student, in th~ 
midst of the temptations of a university 
course, was marked by peculiar religiou -4 

zeal and fervour, and at this time he had 
one or two remarkable visions of angels. 
In x683 he was made chaplain to the 
King's Regiment of Cavalry Life-Guards, 
and in the same year married Sara, the 
daughter of Albrecht Behm, assessor of the 
Royal College of Mines in Sweden. His 
wife brought him a considerable dowry, 
and after spending six months at home he 
devoted a year to travel on the Continent. 

"9' "•' ,, Coogle 



THE SPIRITUAL COLUMBUS. l I 

Three months were pleasantly spent in 
Oxford (where he made acquaintance with 
Bishop Fell), and in London. He was 
"deeply impressed with the sanctified lives 
of the English clergy, and the strict observ­
ance of Sunday by the people." What 
Leather-lane was like then we do not 
know. About the year x686, his free, 
manly preaching having won upon the 
king (Charles XI.), he was appointed court 
chaplain. The elevation was quick and 
sudden, but Jesperwas not dazzled, nor did 
he lose his head. He applied himself still 
more strenuously to the advocacy of some 
much needed church reforms, and with such 
blunt.»fervour as made him many enemies. 
One day the king told him, " Thou hast 
many enemies." The reply was, "The 
servant of the Lord, your majesty, is not 
good for much who has not enemies." At 
another time the king said, "Ask what you 
will and I will give it to you." Here was 
an opportunity of self-elevation, but Sved­
berg's unselfish piety was equal to the 
severe strain. " From that day," he tells 
us, "! became more earnest and wary in all 
that 1 said or did. I asked nothing for 
myself or mine-not even half a stiver, but 
spoke to the king freely concerning men, 
meritorious and poor men, and he always 
attended to my desires .•• When he asked 
me who should be appointed to such and 
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I 2 EMANUEL SWEDENBORG : 

such a living 1 named the person I thought, 
saying, he is serious and one of the old 
sort, and he straightway got the place. 
Hence many good men came into rich 
livi1tgs, to their happy surprise, and with­
out any idea of who it was that had singled 
them out for promotion." " As I found 
every day freer access to his majesty, I 
prayed with my whole heart unto God that 
I might not become proud nor misuse my 
opportunities, but that He should apply me 
to His glory and service .•. Moreover, I 
laid down these two rules for myself-xst, 
to meddle in no affairs, political or mun­
dane, with which I had no business, and, 
2nd, never to speak ill of any one, should 
he be even my worst enemy and persecutor." 
While the sun of royal popularity was thus 
smiling upon Jesper Svedberg, his third 
child and second son, Emanuel, the subject 
of this sketch, was born unto him. 

Svedberg had a pleasant fancy in naming 
his children. It was not by chance, but 
special selection, that Emanuel was so 
named. Mindful that scriptural men are 
not named after their ancestors but after 
some great human principle or divine attri­
bute, he named all his children (except two) 
in this manner; and, writing in 1729, when 
Emanuel was forty years old, he says, 
" Emanuel, my son's name, signifies ' God 
with us.' And blessed be the Lord's name. 
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God bas indeed to this hour been with him, 
and may God be further with him until he 
is eternally united with Him in His king­
dom." Swedenborg was educated with 
great care at the University of Upsal, es­
pecially in the subjects of the learned l~m­
guages, mathematics, mineralogy, and 
natural philosophy. Of Emanuel's child­
hood and school life but little is known. 
When he was but four years old his father 
was made third professor of theology in the 
University of Upsala, and very shortly 
after the king appointed him first pro· 
fessor and dean of Upsala. So that young 
Svedberg's earliest years were spent in the 
precincts of that grand old cathedral of Up­
sala, estimated to be the finest .Gothic 
building in Scandinavia, where Sw~den's 
kings went to be crowned, and where the 
bones of many of them were laid. "Upsala 
was at that time a pleasantly situated city 
of some s,ooo inhabitants, and the build­
ings attached to the University (two of 
which were occupied by the Svedberg 
family) opened out into a spacious square," 
in which, doubtless, Svedberg gambolled 
with his brothers and schoolfellows. Writ· 
ing to his friend Dr. Beyer in 176g-years 
after these youthful days were over­
Swedenborg thus describes them:-" From 
my fourth to my tenth year my thoughts 
were constantly engrossed in reflecting on 
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Dut literature had not to Emanuel the 
charms of science. His chosen studies 
were mathematics, astronomy, and me­
chanics, and he eagerly sought the 
acquaintance of men who were masters of 
them. He visited John Flamsteed at the 
Greenwich Observatory. Very likely he 
attended meetings of the Royal Society, 
which in 1710 moved from Gresham Col­
lege to a house in Crane-court, Fleet­
street, and there he would see the vener.:. 
able president Sir Isaac Newton, with Sir 
Hans Sloane as secretary, and surrounded 
by the savans of the time. At Oxford 
he met Edmund Halley, " a man 
second only to Newton," who was 
striving to discover the method of 
finding· the longitude by the moon. 
He left England in 17II and went to 
Holland, from thence through Brussels 
and Valenciennes to Paris and Versailles, 
where he spent another year. In Paris he 
became acquainted with the celebrated 
Pierre Varignon, at whose house he met 
Fontenelle, "the man of taste and wide 
general knowledge of science and litera­
ture." Probably, too, he met with Voltaire, 
then a youth of 20, just making himself 
heard; also the celebrated preacher, 
Massillon, who was then on the pinnacle of 
his fame. From Paris he went to Ham­
burg, then to Griefsvalde, where he stayed 
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till 1715, "alternating mathematics with 
poetry." Of his social position at this 
time Wilkinson says : " Swedenborg 
started in life with powerful family con­
nections ; one of his sisters married Eric 
Benzelius, a man of great talents and in· 
fluence, and subsequently Archbishop of 
U psal ; another was united to Lars Ben­
zelstierna, governor of a province, and 
whose son became a bishop. There 
can be no doubt that he had abundant 
patronage with the Court, in addition to 
the great talents and moral integrity which 
were his personal commendation." While 
abr<Jad he wrote continually to Eric Ben­
zelius and to the Royal Society of Sciences 
at Upsal (of which he was a member), 
detailing whatever inventions and disco­
veries he met with, and drained his purse 
to purchase models of machinery and 
copies of scientific works, which he sent 
home to Sweden, that his beloved country 
might not be behind the age. 

'From some of these letters we gather 
that he had invented several important 
mechanical contrivances, amongst which 
were a torpedo ship, several new hydraulic 
machines, a drawbridge, an air-gun-mi· 
trailleuse, an aquatic clock, and " a flying 
chariot, demonstrating the possibility of 
floating and moving in the air." He in­
terested himself strongly in an attempt to 
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discover a method of ascertaining the 
longitude at sea, for which the English 
Government were offering a large sum. 
He acquired a thorough knowledge of 
Oriental and European languages, wrote 
and published several scientific treatises, 
also some fables and poems, and an ora­
tion on Charles XII. "Swedenborg's 
poems," says Wilkinson, "display fancy, 
but a controlled imagination ; they were 
hardly more than a polite recognition of 
poetry, that sweeter and weaker sex of 
truth." Swedenborg was not a poet; he 
was intended for far different work, and he 
had the good sense to quickly detect it. 
This was his first and last offering to the 
muses. 

At home in 1716·I8 Emanuel was busy 
as editor of a Swedish periodical entitled 
Dtedalus Hyperboreus, and devoted to the 
stimulation of genius and enterprise in the 
direction of mathematical and mechanical 
discovery. But it did not pay, and after 
six numbers had been issued, ceased alto· 
gether. It was useful, however, to Sved· 
berg, since it brought him into contact 
with his learned countrymen, with one of 
whom, Christopher Polheim-" the Scan­
dinavian Archimedes," he became closely 
intimate. Polheim it was who introduced 
young Emanuel to King Charles, at Lund, 
in 1716. Charles XII. was a quick dis· 
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coverer ot ability, and he detected much in 
~vc:dbc:rg. He accordingly offered him 
(amongst others) the post of Assessor to 
the Royal College of Mines, with a seat 
and voice in the House, "especially when 
mechanical matters were being discussed." 
Intrigue was busy at Court against young 
Svedberg even thus early, but the king 
actually compelled a disappointed candi­
date for the assessorship to sit down at the 
table and write out the warrant appointing 
young Svedberg to it-" in order that he 
may," runs the document, " co-operate 
with Polheim, Counsellor of Commerce. 
in his affairs and inventions." King 
Charles speedily became attached to his 
new protege, and some interesting accounts 
of the intimacy are extant. It was about 
this time that Swedenborg fell in love. 
White says King Charles "was so pleased 
with his two engineers, that to seal their 
partnership he advi11ed Polheim to give 
Emanuel one of his daughters in marriage. 
This Polheim was very willing to do, and 
Emanuel very willing to have done, for 
living in Polheim's house he had become 
enamoured of his second daughter, Eme­
rentia, a girl of fourteen. She did not 
care for Emanuel, and would not allow 
herself to be betrothed. Her father, how­
ever, caused a written agreement to be 
drawn up, promising her to him at some 
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future day. This document as an obedient 
child Emerentia signed; but her heart being 
elsewhere, she took to sighs and sadness, 
and her brother, moved by her misery, 
stole the agreement from Emanuel's desk, 
who soon missing it (as he was used to 
read it often) besought Polheim to replace 
it with a new one; but fully discovering the 
state of Emerentia's affections, he at once 
relinquished her hand, and left her father's 
house." 

This love adventure, which has quite a 
tinge of romance about it, was Sweden­
borg's first and last. He never married, 
and had he done so it is very probable the 
whole course of his life would have been 
different. There is an idle tale that he had 
a " mistress " in Italy, and to this White, 
in a fit of credulity, gives currency, over­
looking the fact that Swedenborg's own 
words on the subject," I had a mistress in 
my youth in Italy," come to us second 
hand ; and as Swedenborg was never in 
Italy until fifty-two years of age, and the 
whole tone of his life is of the purest, there: 
is very likely a mistake somewhere. More­
over, "a mistress" was a word then often 
used as an equivalent to " sweetheart." 

In 1718 Emanuel was enabled to render 
his royal benefactor an important service 
in connection with the siege of Fredericks­
hall, a Norwegian fortress which· Charles 
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was attackmg. ~wedenborg designed and 
constructed carriages, by means of which 
" two galleys, five large boats, and a sloop 
were transported overland fro'll Stram­
stadt to Idorfjol, a distance of fourteen 
miles." Under cover of these vessels the 
king brought his heavy artillery under the 
walls of Frederickshall. It was at this 
siege that King Charles met his death­
on the uth of December, 1718. The year 
after, Queen Ulrica was pleased to ennoble 
Jesper Svedberg's family, and thenceforth 
their name was changed to Swedenborg. 
But the only benefit arising from this mark 
of royal appreciation was the possession of 
a seat and voice in the house of nobles of 
the Equestrian Order, and Swedenborg 
was neither Count nor Baron, as has been 
supposed. 

In 1721 we find Swedenborg hard at 
work as contributor to a Swedish journal 
-the Acta Literaria Sueci(Z, and author 
of several scientific works, amongst which 
was "An Attempt to explain the Pheno­
mena of Chemistry and Physics by Geo­
metry." Another was on "The Elemental 
Nature of Fire." In the work on chemis­
try, besides throwing much new light on 
the subject of " colours," and many other 
moot questions, he anticipates the Atomic 
theory, the origination of which has always 
been'attributed to the celebrated Dalton. 
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And in the work on the Elemental Nature 
of Fire, besides astonishing us with rr.any 
advanced opinions on that subject, he gives 
to the world the principle of construction 
of a new air-tight stove. Many years 
after Dr. Orr, of Washington, brought out 
a patent for the stove which is now so 

. extensively used in America; but it was 
discovered that Swedenborg had made the 
principle known more thana century before, 
and Orr's patent was annulled. In Leipsic 
in 1722 he published his Miscellaneous Ob­
servations on the Physical Sciences, and 
this too was full of new and daring specula­
tions on every branch of science, many of 
them anticipatory of discoveries for which 
the world has praised less great authors. 
It was in reference to this work that 
the celebrated French chemist Dumas 
ascribed to Swedenborg the origination 
of the modern Science of Crystallography. 
"We are indebted to him," says Dumas, 
"for the first idea of making cubes, 
tetrahedrons, pyramids, and the different 
crystalline forms by the grouping of sphe­
rical particles,-an idea that has since 
been renewed by distinguished men, Wol­
laston in particular." In the middle of 
1722 Swedenborg returned home again, 
and but little is known of his employ· 
ments and thoughts for some years. In 
1724 he was offered the Professorship 
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of Mathematical Science in Upsal Uni· 
versity-no mean honour, but he de­
clined, because he disliked theoretical 
speculation, which "it is the fatality 
of mathematicians to abide in," he says. 
In 1729, at the age of forty-one, he was 
elected a member of the Royal Academy 
of Sciences, Stockholm, and shortly after 
this, he, after another tour through Ger­
many, published simultaneously at Dresden 
and Leipsic his Opera Philosophica et 
Mineralia, in three volumes. The last two 
are on dry technical subjects; the first 
which is designated " The Principia; or, 
First Principles of Natural Things," is a 
work which secured for its author a wide 
reputation. Grerres, a celebrated Roman 
Catholic Professor in Germany, says" It is a 
production indicative of profound thought 
in all its parts, and not unworthy of being 
placed by the side of Newton's Principia." 
Yet, "in spite," says Dr. Wilkinson, "of 
the signal piety displayed throughout this 
work, it was prohibited by the Papal 
authority in 1739,'' probably because Swe­
denborg's hypotheses, like those of Galileo, 
were not in accord with Papal notions of 
what was orthodox science. 

The Principia is an elaborate attempt to 
explain, by means of geometry, the genera­
tion of the elements, the creation of mat­
ter, and the nature of the hidden forces 
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operatmg in nature. Judged from_ this 
work alone, Swedenborg is considered 
second to none among speculative natural 
philosophers. In the Principia he anti­
cipated many . discoveries, for which, in 
latter years, other great men have been 
credited-e g., Herschel is the reputed 
discoverer of our place and system in the 
milky way, yet four years before he was 
born Swedenborg had explicitly stated 

·this; La Gran~e's theory of a cyclar muta· 
tion and return of the planets to their 
order-pronounced by Professor Playfair 
to be" next to Newton's discovery of the 
elliptical orbits of the planets-without 
doubt the noblest truth in physical astro­
nomy," is repeatedly and accurately stated 
in .Sweden borg's Principia forty-four years 
before La Grange's theory was published. 
The translatory motion of the stars along 
the milky way was made known by Pro­
fessor 0. F. Mossotte in x83g, but in 1733 
Swedenborg announced this--one of the 
most magnificent truths of astronomy-in 
his Principia. Kant, Mitchell, and some 
others are commonly credited with the 
discovery of the clusterin~ of the stars 
into starry systems, as planets form solar 
systems, but Swedenborg in his Principia 
promulgated this fact when Kant was a 
boy of ten years old. La Place is popu­
larly supposed to have started the "nebular 
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hypothesis, but seventy-five years pre­
viously, Swedenborg had propounded a 
somewhat similar-some say a more cor­
rect-theory in his Principia. White says 
-" La Place owned that Buffon was the 
first to suggest the theory of the origin of 
the planets from the sun. Now Buff<>n 
was acquainted with Swedenborg's Pri"­
cipia, as is evident from the fact that an 
eminent London bookseller (Mr. Bohn, of 
Henrietta-street, Covent-garden) recently 
( 1854) sold a copy of the Principia, con­
taining Buffon's autograph." These are 
but a few out of many of the remarkable 
features of this remarkable book. It is 
full of originality on the subject of magne­
tism and electricity, and anticipates many 
discoveries, with which Franklin, Han steen, 
and later scientists are credited. So in 
chemical matters. Priestley's celebrated 
c:xperiments, in which he proved the com­
posite nature of the air, and the discovery 
made almost simultaneously (1783) by 
Cavendish, Watt, Lavoisier, and Priestley, 
that water was also a compound, and not 
an element, were clearly anticipated in this 
Principia. , Had Swedenborg not become a 
theologian, and hid by his later life the 
illustrious labours of his earlier years, we 
should not have had reason to wonder why 
he appears to be so much overlooked by 
scientific men. 
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In the same year, 1734, he published a 
small metaphysical work on the Infinite 
and Final Cause of Creation, and on the 
Mechanism of the Intercourse ·between the 
Soul and the Body. It is an attempt to de­
monstrate almost to the very senses the 
existence of an Infinite Creator, and of an 
immortal soul in the body. The views 
Swedenborg here put forth were consider­
ably modified by his later experiences; but 
it seems that he is already drawing near 
to the gulf which separates this world from 
the next, a gulf over which he was (accord­
ing to his own belief), under the directions 
of the Great Engineer, to construct a 
bridge for the use of all future time, so 
that there should be no more the fear of 
death, nor hesitation about what follows. 
Swedenborg's scientific reputation now grew 
wider and wider, and his correspon­
dence was eagerly sought by savans of 
the day. He was appointed a member 
of the Academy of Sciences at Petersburg, 
and acquired a friendly intimacy with the 
celebrated Christian Wolff. Between these 
men, so much alike in many things, there 
was yet an important element of difference. 
Wolff was" always a spinner of in"enu­
ities and conceptions," and "a facile 
metaphysician after Leibnitz." Swedenborg 
was a philosophical, scientific explorer; a 
seeker after solid facts, a patient inquisitor 
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of nature. In July, 1735, Swedenborg's 
father passed away to his eternal rest, 
leaving, it is saiC.:, a considerable sum, a 
portion of ·which fell to Emanuel. },. year 
after Assessor Swedenborg obtained leave 
to travel for three or four years, giving Ui> 
half his income (1,200 thalers) to his sub­
stitute. In these travels of which he pub­
lished an "Itinerarium," he visited Den­
mark, Holland, Hanover, France, Italy, 
&c. At Rotterdam he notes down reflec­
tions on the prosperity of the Dutch, which 
he attributed mainly to the form of Govern· 
ment being Republican, which he says "is 
more pleasing to God than an absolut~ 
monarchy." " In a republic no veneration 
or worship is paid to man, but the highest 
and lowest think themselves equal to 
kings and emperors, and the only one 
whom they worship is God." Monarchies 
he considered, (and he had experience at 
court,) were bad for morals; inducing 
simulation and dissimulation, flattery, 
pretences, counterfeit qualities of mind 
and breeding slavishness, shame, and 
fear. 

In Paris Sweden borg visited every place 
of note, from the operas, gardens, concerts, 
to the halls of science and art. His omni­
vorous curiosity left no sight unseen, and 
his watchful eye was quick to detect the 
c:tu~l's of the ruin which afterwards over-
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took that fair c1ty. "Pleasure,'' ite says, 
"or more properly speaking, sensuality, 
appears to be there carried to its possible 
summit," and "one-fifth of the whole 
possessions of the kingdom is in the hands 
of the ecclesiastical orders. If this condi­
tion of things lasts long, the ruin of the 
Empire will be speedy I'' From France 
he went to Italy, where he spent nearly a 
year. He was near being assassinated by a 
vetturino on his way from Novarro to Milan. 
In 1740-1 he returned to Amsterdam, and 
forthwith published a famous work, Tlze 
Economy of the Animal Kingdom. This 
work treats not of the " kingdom of 
animals," but of the economy and constitu· 
tion of the human body or animal man. "In 
man," said Swedenborg, "the world of 
nature is concentrated, and in him, there­
fore, ns a microcosm, the whole universe 
may be contemplated from the beginning 
to the end." The work deals with the 
composition and essence of the blood, 
the arteries and veins, the circulation of 
the blood, the motions of the heart, the 
brain and lungs, the formation of the chick 
in the egg, circulation in the fretus, and 
other subjects connected with the higher 
departments of anatomy and physiology. 
The aim and object of this work was the 
desire to find the soul in and through the 
body-a desire which possessed Sweden· 
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borg strongly, and which was, perhaps, 
fostered by the opinion then prevalent 
amongst many scientists that the soul and 
the "animal spirits" were one. 

In this work, as in his Principia, 
Sweden borg anticipates several discoveries 
which are generally ascribed to later 
philosophers ; e.g., he forestalls Wilson's 
theory of the circulation of the blood, 
Schlichting's theory of the coincidence of 
motion between the brain and lungs, and 
Monro's discovery of a pasdage of com­
munication betwen the two lateral ven­
tricles of the cerebrum, which is still 
known by the name of " the foramen of 
Monro." Although, as may be expected, 
Swedenborg failed in his quest, his work 
remains a valuable contribution to the 
study of anatomy, physiology, and psy­
chology--of which, as Dr. Wilkinson truly 
says, " no philosophical anatomist has 
done justice to himself unless he has hum­
bly read and studied." Emerson says of 
this work, "His varied and solid knowledge 
make his style lustrous with points and 
shooting spicula of thought, resembling 
one of those winter mornings when the air 
sparkles with crystals;" and Coleridge says, 
" I remember nothing in Lord Bacon 
superior; few passages equal either in 
depth of thought or in richness, di~nit};"t 
or felicity of diction, or in the wetghtt-

D 
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ness of the truths contained in these· 
articles." 

In this work there are yet more marked 
traces of coming changes in his career. 
The "peculiar respiration" before men­
tioned induced him to pay particular atten­
tion to the intimate relation which he 
(as already stated) discovered to exist 
between the mind and brain and lungs. He 
gives hints and outlines of a" doctrine of cor­
respondences" and a "doctrine of degrees," 
speaks of the " spiritual body," of the non­
resurrection of the material body, the soul's 
self-condemnation and judgment when 
brought into the light of heaven, of this 
world as the "seminary'' ofheaven, of God 
as "life itself," and of creation as but a 
manifestation of the divine as the image 
of a man in a mirror, of the sun of nature 
and the Sun of Heaven, and also of that 
doctrine already adverted to, and which 
Aristotle had long before stated that "man 
derives his soul from his father, and his 
body from his mother." Failing in his quest 
for the soul, and attributing the failure to 
haste and over eagerness, he set to work 
again and composed another large work, 
The Animal Kingdom. In the preface he 
says, "I am determined to allow myself no 
rest until I have traversed the universal 
animal kingdom to the soul. By bending 
my course inwards continually, I shall open 
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all the doors which lead to her, and at 
length contemplate the soul herself by 
divine permission." The singleness· oE 
purpose of this painstaking student is well 
exemplified in the following quotation, "Of 
what consequence is it to me that I should 
persuade anyone to embrace my opinions? 
Let his own reason persuade him. I do not 
undertake this work for the sake of honour 
or money; both of which I shun rather 
than seek, because they disquiet the mind 
and because I am content with my lot; but for 
the sake of truth, which alone is immortal." 

But his work was never finished ; three 
1olumes only were printed. A large num­
ber of manuscripts were left unpublished, 
amongst them a work on the brain of over 
1,000 pages. We believe these manuscripts 
have recently been photo-lithographed by the 
Sweden borg Society. With the exception of 
a small prose poem on "The Worship and 
Love of God," an allegorical description of 
the genesis of the world and Adam and 
Eve, of which J. W. Fletcher says :-"The 
boldness of this conception of a genesis is 
equalled by the logical precision with which 
it is carried out, and the poetical beauty 
with which tt is described," Swedenborg 
published no more secular works. During 
the years 1743·5, whilst he was hard at 
work on his uncompleted book, The 
Animal Kingdom, he was the subject of 
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strange other-world experiences, spiritual 
temptations and trials, dreams and visions 
...,..verily a state of transition which it has 
perhaps been the lot of no man before or 
since to endure. With his usual caco(Zthes 
scribendi and passion for self analysis, he 
noted down all these strange phenomena 
in a "boo~ of dreams," which lay hid and 
unknown until 1859. Into the discovery 
thus made and the doings of Swedenborg 
in London in 1744, when he lodged in 
Fetter-lane, we must now ask the reader 
to accompany us . 
. Had Swedenborg died in 1743 his pame 

would have ranked on the scroll of history 
as •. one of the wisest and most prolific 
thinkers of that age; as the compeer­
some say the superior-of such men as 
Aristotle, Plato, Newton, Kepler, Herschel, 
and Bacon-although the spread of his 
writings was greatly encumbered by their 
publication in Latin instead of English. 
Looking back in brief retrospect over his 
career, we find, as Paxton Hood truly says, 
his education as a student of nature was 
now complete. There are symptoms from 

· the earliest that he was at heart no mere 
worshipper of nature, nor could the highest 
gifts she had to bestow satisfy the cravings 
of this patient truth-seeker. He excelled 
as a mineralogist, mathematician, astro­
nomer, philosopher, and theosophist-in 
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every department mounting to the aummit 
of the known, and shadowing forth ideas 
and facts which a century or more after 
were still new-and in the midst of all we 
see the simple-mindedness and blameless 
life of the practical Christian. His domestic 
lif"'• college life, studies, travels, his child­
hood, youth, and ripe manhood are, we 
find, marked by strong religious principle, 
filial affection, zeal for his country, and 
freedom from moral taint. In none of his 
writings is there to be found a coarse, 
vulgar, or irreverent sentence; yet he wrote 
at a time when impurity and scepticism 
were not only common but fashionable 
vices. Although he had the poetic element 
in him, and could pen the most charming 
fiction, he was not a poet or a novelist, and 
would have fared badly as a" special" for 
the Daily Telegraph. In general his style 
is far from being imaginative or fanciful; 
on the contrary, his language is solid, dry, 
diffuse, yet smooth and deep as a mountain 
lake. He was speculative, but never rested 
in theories, disliked theoretical sciences, 
and hated synthesis. No writer paid more 
attention to logic and facts, none worked 
out theorems and problems more labori­
ously. He was ever athirst for knowledge 
on the highest subjects the human mind 
can contemplate-the mystery and process 
of creation, the nexus between the natural, 
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the human and the divine, the nature of 
the soul and its seat in and mtercourse with 
the body, were some of the problems he 
act himself to elucidate ; choosing experi· 
ence, reason, and geometry as his three 
grace;s and guides. 

Baftled in his attempt to explain creation 
according to geometrical principles and to 
find that "electricity is life," he plunged into 
metaphysics-and lost himself. Then he 
toiled in the dissecting-room and studied 
anatomical works, that, peradventure, he 
might find in the body of man "the epitome 
of nature "-the soul and its mode of life. 
Failing again, he unhesitatingly throwe 
aside the labours of twelve years, and sets 
to work to remodel his methods and enlarge 
his inquiries. And now he begins to get 
inklings and glimpses of that which he is 
in search of, and like the truth-seeker that 
he undoubtedly was, he places himself 
confidently on this new tidal wave of pro· 
greas, and after much buffeting about and 
many anxieties he ultimately finds himself 
landed upon the shores of a new world, 
which he instantly begins to explore and 
report upon as accurately and laboriously 
as years before he had reported scientific 
novelties for his native country. 

Swedenborg did not become a seer all at 
once; that would have indeed been mad· 
oess, of which as yet he evinces no symp, 
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toms. He had to undergo much prepara­
tion. Wilkinson devotes much apace to a 
careful examination of that peculiar respira­
tion of Swedenborg's, already referred to, 
and other initiatory symptoms of seership 
which he exhibited from his earliest years. 
There is, says Wilkinson, an intimat~ 
correspondence between the action of the 
lungs and of the brain. "Thou,ht com­
mences and corresponds with respiration . 

. When a man entertains a long thought he 
draws a long breath; when he thinks 
quickly his breath vibrates with rapid alter­
nations ; when the tempest of anger shakes 
his mind his breath is tumultuous; when his 
soul is deep and tranquil, so is his respira­
tion." All this ia self-evident. Wilkin­
son then carefully collocates the numerous 
statements of Swedenborg himself upon 
this important point, from which we glean 
that he was at first subject to insensible 
breathing in infancy, when in prayer, occa­
sionally in his studies, and particularly when 
composing his more thoughtful works. He 
noted that his breathing was tacit, and 
when in intense thought it ceased for a 
time. Afterwards, "when heaven was 
opened to him · and he spoke with spirits, 
sometimes for nearly an hour together, he 
hardly breathed at all." The same phe­
nomena occurred when he was going to 
sleep, and so exactly did his breathing 
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correspond wtth his thoughts that he was 
enabled to withdraw himsdf entirely from 
the things of the body. The above may be 
usefully supplemented by the following 
note, extracted from Swedenborg's Spirit-

·Ual Diary, in which he speaks of himself 
impersonally. "For many years before 
his mind was opened, and he was enabled 
to speak with spirits, there were not only 
dreams informing him of the matters that 
were written, but also changes of state 
when he was writing, and a peculiar, extra­
ordinary light in his writings. Afterwards 
there were many visions when his eyes 
were shut, light miraculously given, spirits 
influencing him as sensibly as if they 
touched his bodily senses, temptations also 
from evil spirits almost overwhelming him 
with horror, fiery lights, words spoken in 
early morning, and many similar events." 
Flames of various sizes and of different 
colours and splendour were aeen by him 
very frequently when writing a certain 
work (The Animal Kingdom), and these he 
regarded as "so many attestations of the 
truth of what he was writing." In that 
work there are several references to "ad­
monitions heard" and "commands to 
write," also a representation of "a golden 
key which was to open the door to spiritual 
things," and of "things foretold to 
.him." 

"9' "•' ,, Coogle 



THE SPIRITUAL COLUMBUS. 4 I 

It was while he was engaged writing and 
publishing his Animal Kingdom that he 
was undergoing these strange experience~<, 
and the reader is presented with the extra­
ordinary instance of a man of a severely 
logical and mathematical training, calmly 
composing a ponderous scientific work, 
travelling to London to print it. correctin~ 
the proof sheets. and otherwise behaving 
like an ordinary great man. although at 
the same time he was jotting down in a 
note book, sundry dreams, visions, tempta­
tions and trials, which some critics-who 
certainly must belong to the " run and 
read" style of judgment-have written 
down as evidences of delusions. Surely 
this is a libel against mathematical and 
scientific training, nor is it the mode in 
which delusions generally announce them­
selves. Let us turn for a brief moment 
to this " dream book." Nothing was known 
of its existence until the death of one Pro­
fessor Scheringsson, in 184g, when it was 
offered for sale by his heirs, purchased by 
Mr. Klemming, the librarian of the Stock­
holm Royal Library, and published in 
x8sg. The character of some of the en­
tries are of the most private nature. and 
the whole bears evidence of never having 
been intended for any but the writer's own 
eye. Such being the case, if criticised 
at all. common fairness would suggest 
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·that the criticism be lenient, or at least 
honest. Yet we find that some of Sweden­
borg's detractors have fastened on 'this 
book with a hunger that hardly bespeaks 
unprejudiced judgment, or dispassionate 
review. They forget that if they had noted 
down their temptations, trials and dreams, 
the judgment of their critics would have 
been unpleasant to hear I One might as 
well be hung for a rogue at once as ad­
judged a madman by a dream-book, the 
more especially if one be perfectly compos 
mentis when awake. Space forbids any­
thing like full quotation ; we, however, 
give a specimen of one of the most remark­
able visions which occurred on Easter 
Monday, I744· On the previous day he 
had partaken of the Lord's Supper, and 
was in a state of deep religious happiness. 
This was followed by a severe temptation, 
which was, however, "soon removed by 
prayer and the Word of God." A state of 
ecstatic bliss again succeeds, and he writes, 
"in one word, I was in heaven and heard 
speech that no tongue can utter." This 
bliss continued thoughout that night and 
the next day till the following night, when 
he was terrified by a great noise, trembling 
from head to foot, and was, he relates, ul­
timately thrown prostrate on the ground, 
yet still retaining his full consciousness. 
The note then proceeds, " I spoke as if 
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awake, but felt that these words were put 
into my mouth, • Thou Almighty Jesus 
Christ, who by Thy great mercy deigns to 
come to so great a sinner, make me worthy 
of Thy grace.' I kept my hands together 
in prayer, and then a hand came forward 
and firmly pressed mine. I continued my 
prayer, saying, • Thou hast promised to 
have mercy upon all sinners, Thou canst 
not but keep Thy word.' At that moment 
I sat in His bosom and saw Him face to 
face. It was a face of holy mien, and al­
together indescribable, and He smiled so 
that I believe His face had indeed been like 
this when He lived on earth." Sweden­
borgthen proceeds to analyse this vision and 
test its impressions and its reality, and he 
says, " I found that I had been purified, 
soothed and protected the whole night 
by the Holy Spirit, and thus prerared 
so far," and he concluded the vision was 
real. 

We are not prejudiced either for or 
against Swedenborg. It is the purpose of 
this sketch to describe, not to discuss; to 
narrate, not to advocatt' his claims and 
opinions. Yet we feel bound to say here, 
that it needs far more credulity to believe 
this gifted man was under mental aberra· 
tion at this time, than to believe the re­
verse. Paxton Hood, who strongly scouts 
the idea of mental aberration or imposture, 
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truly observes that whatever Swedenborg 
might have been, he:: was never incon­
sistent, and it is when this dream book is 
regarded as a whole that we get to see 
Sweden borg's real position. · At this time 
he was evidently in a transition state 
similar to that through which every Chris­
tian must pass who would gain the king­
dom of heaven. One cannot help feeling 
a reverent sympathy for this good man in 
these strong and strange struggles against 
his imperfections. " One touch of nature 
makes the whole world kin." A common 
experience testifies that this life is, or 
should be, a pilgrim's progre&s-forty 
years' wanderings in a wilderness, and 
whether we get to heaven, as Swedenborg 
says he .did, by intromission and the 
opening of spiritual sight while yet 
in this world, or have to wait the sum­
mons of death before we cross its 
threshold, the process is similar, the purifi­
cation equally necessary,· the states of 
transition chequered and strange. The 
difference between Swedenborg's and com· 
mon experiences is a difference of degree, 
and also of record. It seems to us less a 
marvel that he should have suffered 
these experiences, than that he should 
have kept a record of them, a record so 
exact and minute, so honestly and 
candidly prepared, that it seems more 
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like an account kept with conscic:nce than 
anything else. Had he continued in this 
state of trial and transition it might have 
been possible to entertain the charge of 
madness flung against him, but the fact 
that he quickly passed through it and re­
covered all his original mental vigour and 
acumen tells enormously in his favour 
-only a superficial judgment could con-
trariwise regard it. . 

In May, 1744, we find Swedenborg again 
in England, lodging in the house of a Mr. 
Brockmer, in Fetter-lane. On the 2oth 
May he attended and partook ofthe Lord's 
Supper at the Swedish Church (Princes­
square, near the Tower). He also visited 
the Moravian Meeting House in Fetter­
lane, became acquainted with several of 
the Moravian brethren, whom he then 
held in esteem, and, ar.cording to Brockmer, 
went every Sunday to their church. He 
stayed but a short time-a few weeks--with 
Brockmer, from whose house he removed 
to that of Mr. Michael Caer, a wig maker, 
in Warner-street, Coldbath-fields. As to 
his doings in London at this time, little de­
finite information exists. Evidently his pur­
pose was to publish part III. of his Regnum 
Animale and De Cultu et Amore Dei, which 
he now issued through the agency of 
Nourse, a London bookseller. In the lat­
ter part of 1745 he returned to Sweden, and 
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remamed at Stockholm until 1747· This 
period he spent in assiduously studying 
Hebrew, in reading the Bible through and 
through in that language, preparing a 
most elaborate concordance of texts, and 
committing to paper his first perceptions 
of" the spiritual sense of the Word," in a 
work entitled the Adversaria. This he 
never intended to publish, and his later ex­
periences modified considerably many of 
its views, but the work has been printed in 
nine large vols. 8vo., all compiled within 
two years I 

Mc:antime he was also carefully noting 
down in a "Spiritual Diary" the events and 
scenes he witnessed in states of vision, the 
persons he saw and conversed with, what 
they said and did. This " Itinerarium" of 
his other-world travels, which he continued 
to keep till1764, is full of the most astonish­
ing statements. Like the" Dream-book," it 
was not intended for publication. Sweden­
borg seemed to have used it as a note-book, 
and now and again he transferred some of 
these notes into his theological works, 
under the heading of " Memorable Rela­
tions." The Diarium Spirituale was, how­
ever, edited and published by Dr. I. F. E. 
Tafel, in x844-59• in twelve large vols. 

Whether Swedenborg actually saw and 
heard the scenes and conversations he 
notes in this book is a question only to be 
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aettled by an extensive examination of the 
internal and external evidence he offered 
in proof. He firmly believed it himself, 
and that he might devote himself entirely 
to his new vocation, he petitioned King 
Frederick of Sweden to be allowed to retire 
from his assessorship with half salary as a 
pension, requesting that no further eleva­
tion of rank or title might be granted him. 
His retirement was sanctioned, but, in con­
sideration of his eminent services during 
more than thirty years, his full salary was 
continued to him-its amount in sterling 
being about £xso I 

Now he settles calmly down, at the age 
of s8, to prosecute his new studies with 
all the ardour, energy, and scientific me­
thod of his early life. Whoever else might 
doubt the authenticity of his mission, he 
certainly did not. He calmly iterates and 
reiterates from this time down to the very 
moment of his death the remarkable state­
ment-that the second coming of the Lord 
would not be a personal coming, but a 
descent through the clouds obscuring the 
letter of the Word, and that He, the Lord, 
would "establish the New Church, which 
is theN ew Jerusalem, bythe instrumentality 
of a man who is able not only to receive 
the doctrines of the Church in hia under­
standing but also to make the:n known by 
the 'Press. That the Lord manifested Him· 
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stM before me, His servant, that He ap­
pointed me to this office and afterwards 
opened the sight of my spirit, and so let 
me into the spiritual world, permitting me 
to see the heavens and the hells, and also 
to converse with angels and spirits, and 
this now continually for many years, I 
attest in truth ; and further that from the 
first day of my call to this office, I have 
never received anything relating to the 
doctrines of that Church from any angel, 
but from the Lord alone, while I was 
reading the Word." The italics are ours. 
What can be said of such a claim as this ? 
Paxton Hood devotes m~ny brilliant pages 
of his Biography and Exposition to a 
luminous exposition of the question 
whether the claim is admissible, in which 
he leads us to the conclusion that Sweden­
borg was indeed a seer, that the claim is 
admissible, and that the charge of madness 
is the offspring of ignorance and miscon­
ception. He even overthrows the term 
mystic, and says "the life of the mystic is 
in speculation, the life of the apostle is in 
use. We shall number Swedenborg not 
with the mystics but with the apostles ..• 
All his studies and writings were directed 
to the useful, his energy was immense, his 
activity, mental and bodily, indomitable. 
He was an apostle .••• The charge of in­
eanity is one very easily levelled against a 
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character whose movements we do not 
clearly understand. We know against 
whom the words were used ' He hath a 
devil and is mad.' And to an illustrious 
reasoner it was once said, 'Paul, Paul, thou 
art beside thyself; much learning hath made 
thee mad."' Again, he says there are very few 
that are sane, for sin is insanity, and few are 
free from sin. "But if we look at Sweden· 
borg's career, we find all his life balanced 
and harmonised. If ever there lived a man 
who might claim to present to the world a 
completed being, he was the man," and 
Paxton Hood with equal vigour disposes of 
the charges of "impostor" and "fanatic." 

S. T. Coleridge, in his Literary Remains, 
says he had often thought of writing a 
"vindication of great men unjustly 
branded," in which he would have dealt 
with Swedenborg. " I can venture to 

. assert," says he, "that as a moralisl 
Swedenborg is above all praise, and that aa 
a naturalist, psychologist, and theologian, 
he has strong and varied claims on the 
gratitude and admiration of the professional 
and philosophical faculties." · 

Nor does Emerson ridicule the claim. 
He observes, "Swedenborg styles himself 
on the title page of his books ' Servant of 
the Lord Jesus Christ,' and by force of in· 
tellect he is the last father in the Church, 
and is not likely to have a successor. No 

J: 
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wonder that his depth of ethical wisdom 
ahould give him influence as a teacher." 
Still stronger, because from a quarter least 
expected is the testimony of the Rev. Pro· 
fessor Grerres, a Roman Catholic. "Swe­
denborg was not a man to be carried away 
by an unbridled imagination, still less did 
he efJer manifest during his whole life the 
slzghtest symptom of mental aberration • •• 
On the other hand he was in life and dis­
position so blameless that no man dare 
even intimate any suspicion of concerted 
deception, and posterity have no right to 
call into question the unsuspected testi· 
mony of those who lived in the same age 
as Sweden borg, and who knew him well ••• 
If it be permitted to say of a man to whose 
veracity, intelligence, science, irreproach· 
able conduct, presence of mind, and fidelity 
to truth his contemporaries bear testimony, 
that hehadeither imprudently deceived him· 
self and the world, or had knowingly dealt in 
mere falsehood and lies, there is an end to 
the verification of historical events-his­
torical evidence even the holiest and most 
venerable might be reduced to nothing ••• 
There nowhere appears in the writings of 
Swedenborgaself-destroying contradiction, 
Jothing abrupt, disjointed, unconnected, 
>r arbitrary, or illogical ••• but everything 
~e writes is so connected and uninterrupted 
lS to present a perfect whole." 
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,Tenneman, author of A Manual of th~ 
History of Philosophy, says, u In vain will 
you ransack the archives of his family OJ 

personal history for a trace of insanity 
Equally fruitless will be your endeavour tc 
trace any symptoms of incoherence OJ 

raving in his methodical pages." And the 
Chevalier de Sandel, a Swedish nobleman 
of high culture and rank, shortly aftet 
Sweden borg's death eulogised him strongly 
in a long oration addressed to the Royal 
Academy of Sciences, Stockholm. After, 
with becoming modesty, detailing his 
difficulty in delineating the proportions ol 
" so vast and sublime a genius," whc 
" never strayed from sound morals and 
true piety," who had "a strong memory, a 
quick perception, and an excellent heart,'' 
M. Sandel says, "Never did he allow him· 
self to have recourse to dissimulation. He 
was the sincere friend of mankind. As a 
public functionary he was upright and just; 
while he discharged his duties with great 
exactness, he neglected nothing but his 
own advancement. He enjoyed excellent 
bealth, having scarcely ever experienced the 
slightest indisposition. Content within him· 
self and with his situation, his life was in 
all respects one of the happiest that ever 
fell to the lot of man, till the very moment 
of its close." Perhaps the secret of this 
happiness was adherence to the following 
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" rules of life " framed by Sweden borg, ana 
which M. Sandel found among his papers: 
-" I. Often to read and meditate on the 
Word of God. 2. To submit everything 
to the will of Divine Providence. 3· To 
observe in everything a propriety of be­
haviour and always to keep the conscience 
clear. 4· To discharge with fidelity the 
duties of his office, and to render himself in 
all things useful to society." 

The whole of the foregoing testimonies 
to Swedenborg's physical, intellectual and 
moral health are from impartial witnesses 
well capable of judging, and by no means 
Swedenborgians. The list might be almost 
indefinitely extended, and, indeed, after 
having heard so much said against the 
Swedish seer, we are surprised to find after 
examining a large number of biographies 
and other works, that the whole outcry is 
based upon one or two improbable tales, 
combined with the usual prejudice against 
such a claim as be presents. One of the 
chief anecdotes alluded to is related with 
much detail and some flippancy in White's 
biography. It appears that in 1766 the 
Rev. Aron Mathesius, a Swedish clergy­
man, came to London as minister of the 
Swedish Chapel in Prince's-square, E. 
Mathesius was acquainted with Sweden­
borg by hearsay only, had read none of his 
works, but bad yet conceived and avowed 
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himself bitterly opposed to him. Brockmer 
(with whom Swedenborg resided for a few 
weeks in 1744) still lived in Fetter-lane, 
and Mathesius seems to have accidentally 
or designedly met him, and drawn from 
him a series of extraordinary statements 
as to Swedenborg's doings, which are 
briefly as follows :-That in the year 
1743, while lodging in Brockmer's 
house, Swe::denborg was seized with a 
fever and delirium, during which he 
declared to Brockmer he was the 
Messiah come to be crucified for the 
Jews, that Brockmer saw a Dr. Smith of 
Coldbath-fields on the case, and while he 
was gone Swedenborg called upon the 
Swedish envoy, but it being post day he 
was not admitted, and departing thence, 
we are told, he pulled off his garments and 
rolled himself in the muddy gutter, distri­
buting the money he had in his pockets to 
the crowd. In this plight he was, it is said, 
found by some of the envoy's footmen who 
knew him and took him home. Brockmer 
then found apartments for him in the 
house of Mr. Caer, already mentioned, 
where he was placed under a doctor's care 
and guarded by six keepers ; that after a 
time he got better and only one keeper 
was sufficient, but the derangement is 
stated to have continued for some time. 
This is a story surro·unded with every ap-
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pearance of truth, plenty of witnesses, 
plenty of detail and circumstance. It 
would yet have died a natural death if 
John Wesley had not got hold of it, and, 
forty years after the supposed occurrence, 
published a long account of it in the A rminian 
Magazine (x781), as having been supplied 
to him by Mathesius and confirmed by 
Brockmer. Wesley was a contemporary 
of Sweden borg, and, we shall see later on, 
firmly believed in him until he found that 
his own followers began to believe too. 
This insubordination Wesley could not brook, 
and desiring to counteract it he was 
too easily induced to lend himself to 
a pious fraud. Paxton Hood, amongst 
others, expresses surprise and regret 
that Wesley, "the most credulous 
of incredulous men," should have "oub­
lished this sad slander." .•• "Wesley 
had said of Sweden borg, • We may now 
burn all our books of theology. God has 
sent us a teacher from heaven, and in the 
writings of Swedenborg we may learn all 
that is necessary for us to know.'" ••• 
" But the charge of madness," continues 
Mr. Hood, " lies in a very small space; it 
is certain that the doctrines of Sweden­
borg had made some way m the young 
Methodist society, and we know how 
promptly Mr. Wesley interfered to pre­
vent any idea spreading likely to turn the 
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minds of his members from the simple 
rules of the Wesleyan Church." 
, But Wesley's publication of the slander 

in daylight secured its refutation. One of 
the few who credited Swedenborg's mis­
sion at this date was one Robert Hind­
marsh, of Clerkenwell·close, printer extra­
ordinary to the Prince of Wales, &c. In 
an able Vindication of Swedenborg, Hind· 
marsh states that in 1783 he sought and 
found Brockmer, and in the presence of 
three highly respectable witnesses read the 
tale from the Arminian Magazine in detail, 
and questioned him closely as to the truth 
of the whole story. Brockmer, without 
hesitation, denied positively that he had 
ever given such an account about Sweden· 
borg to Mr. Wesley or any one else, and 
said, "Sweden borg was never affiicted 
with any illness, much less with a violent 
fever, while at my house, nor did he act at 
all as Mr. Wesley has unjustly repre· 
sented." Brockmer was displeased at 
Wesley's making use of his name as an 
authority for the slander, and says, " It is 
well known that Mr. Wesley is a very 
credulous man, and easily to be imposed 
upon by any idle tale, from whatever 
quarter it may come." Rather curiously, 
Mathesius soon after this, became a lunatic 
and remained so for nine years. · Putting 
Brockmer's denial, Mathesi us's malevolence, 
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Wesley's credulity, the length of time that 
bad elapsed, and the fact that Swedenborg 
was not in London at all at the date named 
(1743), together, and adding thereto the 
weight of testimony adduced as to Swe­
denborg's continual good health and 
soundness, the chain of evidence seeml! 
exceedingly rotten I 

Another tale is told by M. Robsahm, 
a banker of Stockholm, and he declares 
he beard it from Swedenborg himself. 
According to this, Swedenborg was 
dining at an inn in London about April, 
1745, and being hungry ate with great 
appetite. As he was completing his re­
past, he had a vision, in which the spirit­
ual state of those who indulge in the plea­
sures and luxuries of the table was repre­
sented to him as a surrounding of creeping 
reptiles and vermin, and a " man" sitting 
in the corner of the room said, " Eat not 
so much I " Swedenborg was somewhat 
startled, but when the vision had ceased he 
thought over the matter attentively, yet 
could find no physical cause for it, and as 
he was a vegetarian, and generally, we 
find, took bread and milk for supper, it is 
very probable thatRobsahm has confounded 
Sweden borg's statement to him with a note 
in the diary of a similar nature, but which 
has no apparent personal reference to Swe­
denborg. Robsahm adds that on the 
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following night the ., man " or angel again 
appeared to the seer and declared himsel£ 
to be God, come to dictate to Swedenborg 
the internal sense of Scripture. This part 
of the story is not corroborated. 

Mr. Lindsey, the Unitarian, relates a 
curious anecdote of Swedenborg, which, 
however, comes from him at third hand. 
A friend of a friend of Mr. Lindsey's, it 
is said, was walking down Cheapside 
with Swedenborg, when the seer sud­
denly bowed low to some invisible 
object, and said to his companion, 
"That was Moses; did you not see him 
pass ? " The last words show that the tale 
is invented ; it has no confirmatiou, and is 
diametrically opposed to Swcdenborg's 
constant statement that a spirit or angel, 
if seen at all, could not be seen with the 
ordinary eyes. Southey, in his Common­
place Book, gives a similar tale, but this 
time it is about St. Paul and not Moses, 
and again we find it is unsupported. It is 
not to be wondered at that idle tales 
should spring up concerning such a man 
as Swedt:nborg, and therefore one may 
reasonabl} hesitate to admit their credi­
bility without some trustworthy evidence. 
No fair estimate of so extraordinary a genius 
could be otherwise formed. 

The hypotheses by which Swedenborg 
explains his seership merit brief state-
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ment. He declares that the soul is the 
real man, the body being merely a tempo­
rary tenement, husk, or chrysalis for use 
in a disciplinary world. The body is formed 
from the soul, receives all its (apparent) 
life and vigour from it, and all the bodily 
senses and faculties have their rise and 
seat in the soul, which is entirely distinct 
from the body-in the body, but not oj 
it. We live, says Swedenborg, at the 
sanie time in two worlds-the natural, in 
which we are visible to our fellows, and 
the world of spirits (an intermediate state 
between heaven and hell), in which man's 
soul, or "spiritual body," is conjoined to 
angels or spirits. Some of these are asso­
ciated with every man, and remain as 
guardians or as tempters so long as the 
man pleases to allow. They are not per­
mitted, however, to speak with man, but 
the ideas and thoughts which "strike " us 
and seem as if self-originated flow, says 
Swedenborg, from angelic sources. The 
Lord, by means of angelic ministrations, 
in this way sustains, guards, feeds, pro­
tects, and vivifies the souls of all who turn 
their faces Zionward, and overrules the 
actions of the wicked for good. 

In the Swedenborgian view, man is 
created to become an angel of heaven, and 
is placed in this world as a seed is sown 
in the earth. Invisible influences operate 
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upon the internal constitution of the seed· 
ling, causingitto germinate, to seek "more 
light "-to push its way out of dark natu­
ralism and blind self-hood into" the glorious 
liberty of the children of light." It forces 
its way above earth, puts out a sprout here 
and a bud there, and, in course of time, is 
fit to be transplanted to its future home : 
the separation is death, not a curse, says 
Sweden borg, but a blessing; and the re­
surrection is immediate-the plant never 
more returns to its seed-bed. The doc· 
trine of man's proximity to angels and spirits, 
and, under certain conditions, his ability 
to see them, Swedenborg powerfully sup­
ports by citing the biblical records of seer­
ship and spiritual sight, and he maintains 
that just as the spiritual eyes of Elisha, 
Daniel, Paul or John were opened, and they 
saw by divine favour the inhabitants, 
scenery, and certain phenomena in the 
world of spirits, so were his eyes opened. 
Paxton Hood, in the course of an exhaus· 
tive defence of Sweden borg, adduces some 
apposite illustrations and arguments, 
which, but for limited space, we would 
quote at length. "The eye," he says," is 
the window of the soul, through which it 
looks out into nature," and if bright and 
clean enough may see super-nature. 
"There is a spiritual eye by which man 
may see beyond clothing and deadness ; 
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it beholds a new heaven and a new earth, 
new glories and new beauties ;" and in 
reference to prevalent scepticism on the 
subject, he remarks," There appears to be 
a balancing of reason against the sceptic;" 
and again, " Scripture is built on the as­
sumption that man possesses a spiritual 
nature, and that spiritual communications 
may be made to it. Whether man's eyes 
may now be opened or not to perceive 
spiritual realities, it is certain men's eyei 
have been so opened; the spiritual world 
has been unveiled, and its furniture and its 
inhabitants stood revealed to the eye. 
Scripture does not leave us in doubt as to 
the nature of the scenery of the land, and 
our associations with it arise from the 
descriptions of the men who have travellt:d 
thither.'' •••• "When the disciples met 
the Lon~ on their journey to Emmaus, 
their eyes were holden that they 
should not know Him, but afterwards it is 
said, 1 their eyes were opened and they 
knew Him.' ••• And again, when the ser­
vant of Elisha was greatly alarmed be­
cause the king of Syria sent to take his 
master, Elisha prayed and said, 1 Lord 
open his eyes that he may see.' " (H~ 
could see the Syrians well enough.) "And 
the Lord opened the eyes of the young 
man and he saw and behold the mountain 
was full of horses and chariot:~ of fire 
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round about Elisha." But there is a dis­
tinction between the Swedish seer and the 
inspired seers: a distinction not of quality, 
perhaps, but of office. They wrote from 
dictation and had no choice of words ; he 
reports observations in his own language 
and style. Sweden borg was not a prophet, 
or an inspired writer; his revelations must 
be received or rejected on their merits, 
with no other penalty attached to the dis­
missal thaJ'l that which is always appended to 
a wilful rejection of ~he truth once known 
and understood. In all men there is the 
faculty of spiritual sight, though the range 
is limited by capacity and culture, and the 
application impeded by the " cares of the 
world." But between Saul the wizard· 
seeker, or his modern imitators, and the 
Se~:r by divine permission, there is a vast 
distinction. Swedenborgianism and Spirit­
ism, often associated together in the 
public mind, have, we understand, no­
thing whatever in common. Quite the 
reverse ; they are essentially antagonistic. 
Swedenborg exposes, with a skilful 
and unsparing hand, the abominations 
and deceptions of carnal-minded spirits; 
predicts in 1756 that an irruption of dis­
orderly spirits would take place, and thence 
the practice of spirit-seeking would spring 
up i declares and explains the possibility 
and the evil of such intercourse, and fore-
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warns his .readers against it. More th~tn 
ninety years after, spirit manifestations 
commenced in an out-of-the-way corner of 
America, and have since spread ·like a 
plague over that land and the greater part 
of the civilised world. Swedenborg him­
self, in the early time of his seership, was 
deceived by artful and designing spirits, 
and hence in stating his claim he is, as we 
have seen, careful to say that he received no 
doctrine from any angel or spirit, but from 
the Lord alone, and it is only those of his 
writings which he himself published that 
are endowed with any doctrinal authority. 
A remarkable instance of the necessity for 
such caution may be cited. In the Spiri­
tual Diary, one of the non-doctrinal works 
referred to, there are sundry notes of con­
versations with numerous celebrities of all 
time, in which King David and St. Paul 
are placed among the lost, and George II. 
and Louis XIV. among the blessed I This 
inversion of the popular estimation in 
which these men are held is only expli­
cable upon Swedenborg's declaration, that 
" evil spirits not only pretend but fancy 
they are great personages which they are 
not, for all devils are insane;" and he 
testifies that he was frequently deceived 
by them until he became more fully en­
lightened. His relations as to David, Paul, 
&c., occurring in the early times of his 
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.seership, may have been instances of this 
deception. 

But one other point in Swedenborg'a 
claim remains to be referred to, and that 
is his divine appointment. With such a 
question we are unable to deal. Only by 
trying on the shoe will its fitness be 
tested ; only by internal evidence can such 
a claim be proved. It is pretty obvious 
that sacred and profane history are on the 
side of Swedenborg. Paxton Hood says, 
" When the Lord requires a man for any 
work, be sure He educates him for that 
work." Abraham, Moses, Daniel, John the 
Baptist, Paul, Luther, and many others 
have been "called," and there is not a 
clergyman in the Established Church who 
has not affirmed that he is "called to the 
high dignity and weighty office and charge 
of messenger, watchman, and steward of 
the Lord." Why not Sweden borg? 

Often challenged as to the validity of his 
claims, Swedenborg sometimes furnished 
proofs of seership, some of which we shall 
cite later on, but more frequently he urged 
that his works might be read without pre­
judice and they would speak for them­
selves. The fact that he supplies no 
miraculous evidence can hardly militate 
against a claim which appeals to the 
reason and judgment, since miracles may 
confuse but do not convince. Thus he 

"9' "•' ,, Coogle 



64 EMANUEL SWEDENBORG : 

escaped becoming a nine days' wonder, and 
is himself a miracle-the wonder of the 
age. 

Prior to this long digression, we left 
Swedenborg sitting down to pen his first 
theological work. This, The Arcana 
CtZlestia, he published anonymously in 
London through the agency of John Lewis, 
bookseller, Paternoster-row. The work 
was issued in eight volumes, published at 
intervals in 1749·56. The first volume, in 
Latin, was sold at six shillings, unbound, 
and does not seem to have attracted many 
readers. The second volume was published 
in English and Latin, and sold at the 
extraordinary price of eightpence. Lewis 
advertised the book in the General Aduer· 
tiser in I749·so, and also wrote an interest­
ing pamphlet, recommending its perusal, 
from which we extract the following :­
"This gentleman (Swedenborg), with in· 
defatigable pains and labour, spent one 
whole year in studying and writing out 
the first volume of the Arcana, was at the 
t!xpense of £200 to print it, and advanced 
£200 more for the printing of the second, 
and when he had done this he gave express 
orders that all the money that should arise 
from the sale should be given towards the 
charge of the propagation of the Gospel. 
He is so far from desiring to make a gain 
of his labours that he will not receive one 
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farthing back of the £400 he hath expended; 
/ and for that reason his works will come ex· 

ceedingly cheap to the public." The book 
was advertised for sale" by Mr. Nourse, at 
• the Lamb,' opposite Catherine-street, 
Strand; Mr. Ware, at •the Bible,' on 
Ludgate-hill ; and by John Lewis." The 
Arcana does not seem to have been bought 
up briskly; the age, probably, was not open 
to receive it kindly, and the remaining 
volumes were published unostentatiously. 
Such a work as the Arcana Ccelestia defies 
brief descriptilln ; we can only indicate a 
few leading points and pass on. As issued 
by the Swedenborg Society the Arcana 
Ccelestia is published in twelve volumes, 
8vo. It was translated from the Latin by 
the late Rev. John Clowes, of St. John's 
Church, Manchester. This work is an ex­
position of the "spiritual and divine mean­
ing" contained in every word of Genesis 
and Exodus, but as Sweden borg culls from 
any and every part of the Bible many thou­
sands of illustrative passages (the index of 
which alone occupies eighty-six pages), it 
may almost be styled an exposition of the 
whole of the Bible. It is divided into num­
bered paragraphs, of which there are 
10,839• some occupying a page or two, 
others only a few lines. To every chapter 
is appended graphic descriptions of 
~· things seen and heard in the spiritual 
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world,'' given to illustrate and enforce the 
doctrines enunciated. Sweden borg's inter­
pretation of Scripture is based on the 
Science of Correspondences, or of the rela­
tionship between Creator and creature, 
cause and effect, spirit and matter, Bible 
and nature. God, the only self-subsisting 
substance, is creator of all things-not out 
of nothing, but by emanation from Himself, 
and all things by their correspondence with 
Him are perpetually sustained and pre­
served. A knowledge of the Science of 
Correspondences, therefore, is a key to all 
sciences, and, using this key, Swedenborg 
discerns that the natural world is the out­
birth of the spiritual world, that man is a 
summary of nature, and nature is man in 
diffusion, that, indeed, the universe is, as 
it were, in the sight of God as a Grand Man. · 
All things in nature, in fire, air, earth, and 
water, every beast, bird, fish, insect, reptile, 
tree, herb, fruit and flower represent "prin­
ciples " in the human soul. The Bible is 
written according to this science through­
out The first eleven chapters of Genesis 
are purely allegorical. Adam represents 
the first or primitive state of the Church ; 
the six days of creation signify the stages 
of Christian growth and Church develop­
ment ; the seventh day of rest in the 
garden of Eden symbolises a celestial state 
of innocence with which the infantile 
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church commenced its career. The tempta­
tion by the serpent, self-hood, typifiea man's 
first leanings to self and the commence­
ment of his declension. The deluge sig­
nifies the judgment and consummation of 
that state of the Church, and Noah and the 
ark represent a new and spiritual state. 
This in its turn comes to an end, and out 
of its ruins the Hebrew Church is raised­
a state of natural religion and obedience. 
This age also came to an end, and man­
kind fell so low that no ground remained 
upon which a church could rest, and in 
order to preserve the connection between 
God and man (without which, says Swe­
denborg, man would irretrievably perish) 
the representative or type of a church was 
established amongst the Jews suitable to 
their low condition; and because the Word 
of God could no longer be received theo­
cratically, it was reduced to writing, but so 
arranged as that, while literally true and 
able to guide the natural and carnal as to 
doctrine, in its spirit and life it could b~ 
studied by angels and by the men of the 
future Church. Thus, Sweden borg alleges, 
the lives of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, 
Pharaoh, Aaron, the kings, judges, and 
prophets of Israel, the Jewish pilgrimage, 
wars, and captivities, &c., &c., refer in the 
spiritual sense to the upward progress of 
every human soul, and also in a'divino 
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sense to the successive manifestations and 
mediatorial operations of Divine Truth, until 
in th~ fulness of time, when humanity was 
spiritually dead, Jehovah Himself de­
scended, assumed human nature with all 
its propensities to evil, yet without sin, and, 
as Jesus Christ, conquered spiritual death, 
subdued infernal powers, redeemed man­
kind from their slavery, established a new 
and living way between God and man, and 
glorified Humanity by uniting it with 
Divinity. The Church established by the 
apostles, Swedenborg says, was consum­
mated in the year 17 57, and from that date 
the Lord began to establish the New J eru­
:Jalem referred to in the Revelation, which 
Swedenborg affirms was effected through 
his instrumentality. But the Arcana 
Calestia defies criticism ; it must be read 
to be appreciated, and we must pass on to 
other matter. 

Where Swedenborg was between 1749-
56, while writing and publishing the Arcana 
Ca:lestia is uncertain. It is believed he 
passed a good portion of the time in London, 
and White thinks he lodged in the neigh­
bourhood of his printer, Mr. Hart, o£ 
Poppin's Court, Fleet Street, of whoso 
company he was fond, and where he used 
to spend his evenings. As to his further 
relations with Lewis, the publisher, there 
is also no account : it is recorded that Mrs, 
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Lewis "thought Sweden borg a good an4 
sensible man, but too apt to spiritualise 
things "-truly a woman's judgment of a 
spirit-seer I In 1758, he comes to London 
again and publishes several works, which 
we shall presently advert to. At this time, 
he notes in his diary that " the better sort 
of English are the centre of all Christians, 
in consequence of possessing an interior 
intellectual light which they derive from 
the liberty of speaking and writing, and 
thence of thinking. There is among them 
such a similitude of disposition that they 
club together and seldom seek other com­
pany. They are kind in relieving each 
other's necessities, and they love sincerity. 
They love their country, and are zealous 
for its glory"-but "polit\cs so engross their 
attention that they neglect the sublimer 
studies which conduce to superior intelli­
gence." 

Swedenborg left London for Stockholm 
in the summer of 1759. At this time three 
most remarkable proofs of the reality of his 
visions were afforded, and are worth brief 
narration. The celebrated logician, Im­
manuel Kant, says that," On Saturday ( 19tb 
July, 1759), at four o'elock in the afternoon, 
when Swedenborg arrived at Gottenburg, 
from England, Mr. W. Castel invited him 
to his house, with a party of fifteen per­
sons. About six o'clock Sweden borg went 
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out, and after a short interval returned to 
the company quite pale and alarmed. He 
said that a dangerous fire had just broken 
out in Stockholm, at the Sodermalm (Got­
tenburg is 300 miles from Stockholm), and 
that it was spreading very fast. He was 
restless and went out often. He said that 
the house of one of his friends, whom he 
named, was already in ashes, and that his 
own was in danger. At eight o'clock, after 
he had been out again he joyfully ex­
claimed, ' Thank God, the fire is ex­
tinguished-the third door from my house.' 
Naturally this news caused great commo­
tion. Coming to the governor's ears, he 
sent for Swedenborg and questioned him. 
He described the fire precisely, how it 
had begun, in what manner it had ceased, 
and how long it had continued •••• On 
Monday evening a messenger arrived at 
Gottenburg (who had been despatched 
from Stockholm whilst the fire was raging). 
In the letters brought by him the fire was 
described precisely as by Swedenborg." 
Kant heartily believed in this story which 
he st~tes was carefully investigated, and 
to which " the greater part of the inhabi­
tants" of Stockholm and Gottenburg were 
testifying witnesses. 

Swedenborg's house was, as may be 
readily imagined, soon beset with curious 
ones in quest of wonders. Amongst 
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tbe11e was a Madame Marteville, widow of 
the Dutch ambassador to Sweden. It 
appears she was being sued for 25,000 
guilders, which she knew her husband had 
paid, but could nowhere find the receipt. 
The narrative comes direct from the 
second husband, and he is confirmed by 
Kant. The relator describes the visit of 
his wife to Swedenborg, in company with 
several other ladies, whom Swedenborg re­
ceived in " a very beautiful garden,"' 
furnished with an elegant summer house. 
The matter of the missing receipt was ex­
plained to Sweden borg, and "on entreaty" 
he promised that if he should meet with 
Marteville (whom he knew by repute only) 
in the spiritual world, he would make the 
enquiry. " Eight days after," says the 
narrator, " Marteville appeared to my wife 
in a dream, and mentioned to her a secret 
place in his English cabinet, where she 
would find not only the receipt but also a 
hair-pin set with twenty brilliants, which 
had been given up as lost. This happened 
about 2 o'clock, and full of joy my wife rose 
and found them in the place designated. 
She returned to bed, and slept till 9 o'clock. 
About I I a.m. Sweden borg was announced. 
His first remark, before my wife had time 
to speak, was that he had seen several 
spirits during the preceding night, and 
amongst others Marteville. He wished to 
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talk with him, but Marteville excused him­
self on the plea that he must go and discof1er 
something of importance to his wife. This 
is the true account of the affair in which 
my wife was concerned." The occurrence 
just referred to happened in 1761, and in 
the same year the Queen of Sweden, partly 
excited by having (doubtless) heard of the 
Marteville affair, and partly by enquiries 
made by her sister (Duchess of Brunswick) 
respecting Swedenborg, was persuaded to 
indulge her curiosity by a conversation 
with him. The following is abridged from 
a well authenticated account by a courtier, 
Captain Stahlhammer, dated 13th May, 
1788. " A short time after the death of 
the Prince of Prussia Swedenborg came to 
Court, where he was in the habit of attend­
ing regularly. As soon as the Queen saw 
him, she said, • Well, Mr. Assessor, have 
you seen my brother ? ' Sweden borg an­
swered that he had not, whereon she 
replied, ' If you should see him remember 
me to him.' In saying this she did but jest. 
Eight days after Swedenborg came again 
to Court, but so early that the Queen had 
not left her apartment, called • the white 
room,' where she was conversing with her 
maids of honour and other ladies of the 
Court. Swedenborg did not wait for the 
Queen's coming out, but passed directly 
into the white room, and whispered in her 
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ear. The Queen, struck with astonish­
ment, was taken ill, and did not recover 
herself for some time. After she had 
come to herself she said to those about 
her, 'There is only God and my brother 
who can know what he has just told me.' '' 
Stahlhammer goes on to give his opinion 
of Swedenborg, which. is worth quoting. 
" The only weakness of this truly honest 
man was his belief in the apparition of 
spirits, but I knew him for many years, 
and I can confidently affirm that he was 
as fully persuaded of his intercourse with 
spirits, as I am that I am writing at this 
moment. As a citizen and as a frzend he 
was 3 man of the greatest integrity, ab­
horring imposture and leading an exemplary 
life." "There are not," observes White, 
"perhaps, in literature, three better at­
tested narratives of the supernatural than 
these •••• nevertheless if you are not dis­
posed to believe, says our wise author, 
you never will believe." 

Kant, the sceptic, and Swedenborg, the 
seer, were contemporaries, and of the 
latter's relations with Kant much interest­
ing information is given in Borowski's 
Life and Character of I. Kant. It appears 
that an eminent lady named Knobloch 
wrote to Kant for his opinion respecting 
Swedenborg. In replying he speaks of 
the necessity of a thorough and careful 
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inquisition, lest he should be charged with 
credulity; he "always considered it a rule 
of sound reason to incline to disbelief" and 
so on. But when he became informed 
concerning the incidents just narrated-the 
information being too authentic to discredit 
-he at once set about a careful inquiry. 
First he wrote direct to Sweden borg on the 
subject, to which he received no reply. He 
then commissioned a friend in Stockholm 
to make personal inquiries. The friend, 
himself at first incredulous, became after 
an interview with Swedenborg of another 
opinion, and stated that "he is a reason· 
able. polite, and open-hearted man; he is 
also a man of learning." Swedenborg 
promised to deal with Kant's communica­
tions in a work to be published shortly after­
wards, and it seems probable that the work 
in question was that On the Intercourse Be­
tween the Soul and Body, published in 
London in 1769, but as to this there is no 
reliable information. In 1766 Kant issued 
a pamphlet, entitled Dreams of a Spirit 
Seer Interpreted by Dreams of Metaphysics, 
in which he says, "the system of Sweden· 
borg is unfortu1tately very similar to my 
own philosophy. It is not impossible that 
my rational views may be considered 
absurd by reason nf that affinity. As to the 
offensive comparison, I declare we must 
either suppose greater intelligence and 
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truth at the basis of Sweden borg's writings 
than first impressions excite, or that it is a 
mere'accident when he coincides with my 
system." No doubt Kant must have felt 
greatly annoyed at this anticipation of his 
views in such a manner, but he set to read­
ing Swedenborg for himself, and, unfortu· 
nately, instead of beginning with one of the 
more philosophical or introductory works, 
he read through the Arcana Cczlestia, 
which he bought for £7· An exposition of 
the sacred Scriptures according to their 
spiritual sense was hardly the sort of stufi 
to satisfy such a hard-headed sceptic as 
Kant, who, approaching the work as that 
of a supposed rival in philosophy, and, 
moreover, with an "inclination to disbe­
lieve," it is not to be wondered at if his 
criticism abounds with ridicule and sar­
casm. John Benedict von Scherer, in his 
'time a professor at Tubingen and a dis­
tinguished public man in Germany, testi­
fies to the following test put to Sweden­
borg's seership: -"A company, after 
listening one evening with rapt attention 
to a description of the world of spirits, put 
Sweden borg to this test, 'Which of those 
present would die first?' Sweden borg did 
not refuse the test, but sat for a time in 
profound meditation. At last he spoke. 
'Olof Olofsohn will die to-morrow morning 
at forty-five minutes past four o'clock.' 
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The test was met, but not offensively as it 
would have been had one of his auditors 
been named. Next morning one of the 
party went to the house of Olofsohn to see 
if the prediction was fulfilled. On the way 
he met Olofsohn's servant, who told him 
his master was dead of apoplexy. Strange 
to say, the clock in Olofsohn's house had 
stopped at 4·45-the minute at which he 
expired." But to return to 1758, in which 
year Swedenborg published in London the 
following works :-Heaven and Hell, A 
Relation of Things Heard and Seen, The 
Earths in Our Solar System, The Last 
Judgment and Destruction of Babylon, The 
New Jerusalem and its Heavenly Doctrine, 
and The White Horse of the Apocalypse. 
All these he printed and published at his 
own expense, and presented sets of them 
to the whole of the English bishops, and 
to many of the nobility, clergy, &c. 

Swedenborg is pre-eminently a teacher 
on the subject of the life after death to 
those who admit his seership, and in this 
position he has no compeer. Hence the 
work Heaven and Hell, apart from its in­
trinsic merits, has, from the interest which 
is inseparably connected with the subject, 
been one of the most widely read of the 
seer's publications. Since its issue in 1758 
religious dogma has undergone many 
wonderful changes. Some of Sweden borg's 
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most remarkable doctrines have received 
pretty general assent, and many most 
popular divines, though very probably un­
consciously, have electrified their audiences 
by their enunciation of opinions as to the 
future state which Swedenborg had long 
before uttered. Indeed we find an Ameri­
can publisher goes so far as to state, says 
the Literary World, that "a very large 
number of the clergy of the Church of 
the broad school in England are in earnest 
sympathy with the views and theology of 
Sweden borg I " This may or may not be 
a fact; we cannot judge. Just as in his 
scientific works he forestalled· scientific 
knowledge, so his theological opinions 
seem to be a century or more before the 
age-a provision for a new era. 

Had Heaven and Hell been put forward, 
like Dante's Inferno or Milton's Paradise 
Lost, as a speculation upon the future 
state, it would have far eclipsed those 
works in popularity, despite the cumbrous 
prose in which it is penned. But Sweden­
borg was in earnest ; he writes as if there 
were no such being as a "critic," and pur­
sues his course heedless of what " Mrs. 
Grundy'' may say. Unquestionably there 
is something about his works that checks 
mere criticism, and voluminous and diffuse 
as he appears, it is a difficult task to con­
dense, far easier to dilate upon what hct 
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"ays. In merely giving, therefore, a few 
of the leading features of this work we 
shall best satisfy the object of this sketch. 
Heaven and Hell was translated originally 
by the Rev. T . Hartley, of Winwick, an 
early reader and a staunch friend of Swe­
denborg's. Since then it has been trans­
lated into many languages, and various 
cheap editions have been issued in Eng­
land, and abroad. 

The work is in three parts :-the first on 
" Heaven," the second on "The Inter­
mediate State," and the last on "Hell." In 
an introductory chapter Swedenborg has 
the following :-" The man of the Church 
at this day has scarcely any knowledge of 
heaven and hell or of his life after death, 
although they are all plainly described in 
the Word; indeed, many who are born 
within the Church deny these things, and 
say in their hearts, ' Who has ever come 
from thence to tell us?' Lest, therefore, 
such a secret denial ••• should also corrupt 
and infect the simple in heart and the 
simple in faith, it has been permitted me 
for thirteen years to associate with angels, 
and to converRe with them as one man 
with another, and to see the things which 
are in the heavens as well as those which 
are in the hells, and to describe them from 
experience in the hope that ignorance may 
be enlightened and incredulity dissipated. 

"9' "•' ,, Coogle 



THE SPIRITUAL COLUMBUS. 79 

Such an immediate revelation is now 
made because this is what is meant by the 
coming of the Lord." 

The Lord Jesus Christ in His glorified 
humanity, Swedenborg states, is the only 
God worshipped in the heavens, of which 
there are three, divided not arbitrarily 
but according to th;; qualities of the 
angels. The angels of the first heaven 
are principled . in the love of the Lord 
and the neighbour from obedience, the 
hope of reward, nattual goodness, and 
such like minor virtues. Those of the. 
spiritual or second heaven are angels of 
light-truth is their ruler and wisdom 
their chief characteristic. But the angels 
of the third heaven are the angels of love, 
innocence, peace; who are nearest to their 
Maker because most like Him. The ruling 
principle of the heavens is love to the 
Lord and to the neighbour, but Sweden­
borg's idea of a " neighbour" is the largest 
possible. It comprehends wife, child, re­
lative, friend, parish, society, church, nation, 
and stretches out beyond national confines 
to embrace the remotest Gentile or most 
distant foreigner. Love to the neighbour 
means as much the cessation of internecine 
warfare as the exhibition of personal affec­
tion. The angels of each heaven are 
associated together in innumerable socie­
ties upon the principle of similarity of in• 
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temal character; so that each society is a 
social and domestic heaven, where every 
angel fratemises with every other without 
the possibility of jar or discord. All is 
harmony, peace and joy; the chief aim of 
each is to secure the greatest happiness of 
the greatest number, and an increase in 
numbers means an increase of delight. 
Because God is one, says Swedenborg, all 
heaven is one, and because He is a Divine 
man, all heaven is in the form of a man. 
But the word "form" here cannot mean 
shape l We gather it is rather the idea of 
" use " or " office." Wilkinson observes 
that " as the members of the body make 
one person, so before God all good men 
make one humanity •••• Heaven has, 
therefore (spiritually), all the members, 
organs, and viscera of a man; its angel in· 
habitants, every one, are in some province 
of the grand man," and all wherever 
located in humanity " perform spiritually 
the offices of that part of the body whereto 
they correspond." The teaching seems 
mystical ; it can only at first be grasped in 
outline, but what a blow it deals to national 
or even astronomical isolation I It bears 
the impress of that philosophical complete. 
ness possible only to a grand truth. Swe­
denborg next devotes several chapters to 
an explanation of the " correspondence " 
which exists between all things in heaven. 
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and all things in man, and all things in 
earth, air and sky. Heaven is the world 
of causes and potential energy. There 
creation is instantaneous; quick as thought 
the image which is formed in the mind is 
objectively reproduced around. St. Paul's 
Cathedral was first a spiritual or mental 
projection, or scheme of art, ere it became a 
definite architectural structure. And so 
with all great works ; literary, scientific 
or otherwise. The author in publishing 
his ideas does not lose them ; they are 
part of himself, and hereafter he will, ac­
cording to Swedenborg, be for ever en­
gaged in giving animated expression in 
various ways to the grand thoughts which 
will ceaselessly flow through his mind. 

The grave closes over the arts and 
sciences, literature and poetry, church 
worship and domesticjoy, only to open up 
on the other side corresponding delights. 
Shakespeare 'Or Handel, Cicero or Newton, 
are not therefore " lost, but gone before," 
and carrying their tastes and their" works" 
with them they find infinite opportunities 
of development. Heaven, according to 
Swedenborg, is no nondescript place, but a 
real world teeming with living men and 
women, hailing from every quarter of the 
universe, and furnished with all parapher­
nalia necessary to human life. Yet s:> 
truly is "order, heaven's first law," that no 

G 

"9' "•' ,, Coogle 



82 EMANUEL SWEDENBORG: 

disagreement can arise, and because tliere 
is no space (an incidt:nt merely of nature). 
Heaven is never full, although always in­
creasing. Everything in earth or huma'l 
nature has its prototyse in heaven, from 
which it subsists as an effect from a cause, 
so that there is nothing here that con­
tributes to pure delight which we shall 
not enjoy hereafter, immeasurably per­
fected. 

"Angels are men in lighter habits clad;" 
they have habitations, gardens, garments, 
food, and all the necessaries of life, but 
these have not to be toiled for as here. 
They are, says Swedenborg, freely pro­
vided by the Lord, and not one angel lack& 
a joy which he has the capacity of re­
ceiving. There are rich people, but their 
riches are holiness and virtue, and their 
magnificent palaces and raiment are but 
reflections of their virtues. The Sun of 
Heaven is the Lord Jesus, and the light 
and heat proceeding from that Sun are 
divine love and wisdom; at once the 
life of angels, of men, and of the material 
universe. Atmospheres temper the in­
tensity of this heavenly sunshine and 
convey to each angel just so much of its 
invigorating influence as he is able to re­
ceive. The Sun, too, appears different to 
different angels, according to their state, 
and although there is no winter or night 
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in heaven these alternations of angelic con­
dition produce corresponding variations 
of temperature, times and seasons, morn­
ing, noon, evening and twilight, so that 
the happy inhabitants are preserved even 
from the dulness of uniformity. According 
to the purity of an angel, he is, as it were, 
transpa~ent ; so that his moral condition is 
revealed to his fellows, and the wonderful 
scenery around him is the expression, by a 
sort of photography, of his state- ·varying 
as he varies, and always contributing to 
his perfect delight. Those who have 
mourned the incompatibility of earthly 
circumstances with inward aspirations will 
wt:lcome such a heaven as this ! Swe­
denborg's angels have no wings-because 
they do not net:d them. They move with 
the speed of thought, and it is only ne­
cessary for one to intensely desire another's 
presence, when that other is instantly at 
his side. 

And whilst there is no space in heaven, 
all persons being distant only according to 
dissimilarity of character, change of state 
takes the place of time : according to the 
interest felt in the work in hand, so is the 
measure of its duration. Those people 
(lovers especially) who have experienced 
what unqualified nuisances time and space 
often are will comprehend what Sweden­
borg means. " Shall we know each 'other 
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there? " is an oft recurring question which 
the author answers affirmatively, but with 
the qualification that only those between 
whom there is genuine sympathy will 
remain together--other associates would 
speedily become disagreeable. Heaven 
has its government; different in form in 
each heaven, but all based on the one 
principle of mutual love, and God rules 
over all. Each society has its governor, 
each household its master, but the appoint­
ment is no sinecure, it is earned by excel­
lence of wisdom, and, although the 1Ulers 
are magnificently housed and apparelled, 
they are really the humble servants of 
those they rule, and ascribe to the One 
Master all merit and praise. Although 
Swedenborg does not say that in heaven 

"Congregations ne'er break up 
And Sabbaths have no end," 

he tells us there is divine worship there in 
magnificent temples. The services are 
simple, the sermons expositions of the 
deep wisdom of the Word of God, which 
exists in heaven as here; but the angels 
see it in its spiritual sense, and know 
nothing of its literal and historical mean­
ing. Every man is associated with the 
other world by means of angels, both bad 
and good, who attend him and endeavour 
to lead him. While warned . and made 
acquainted of the results of his choice, be 
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ls at liberty to act as he pleases. He may 
choose to reject the angelic ministrations 
and form his soul into a fiend, or he may 
eschew the evil and accept the good. As 
he chooses so wilt his future be fixed. His 
guide is the Bible, which Swedenborg 
holds in greatest reverence ; declares it is 
divine: ·the very means of conjunction 
between human beings and the Lord ; and 
that in proportion as it is loved and obeyed, 
especially as to its spiritual teachings, so is 
heaven brought nearer. Another leading 
idea in the same connection is that all 
heaven and hell are from the human race. 
Thus Swedenborg throws upon man all 
responsibility for the origin of evil, and 
upsets the Miltonic view of pre-Adamic 
angels and devils. Very beautiful is his 
idea that all infants go direct to heaven. 
Responsibility for errors, says Sweden borg, 
commences only when error is rationally 
understood, and then persisted in, Igno­
rance is not punishable. The infants in 
heaven are very numerous, but they do not 
remain babes. Female angels noted for 
their maternal solicitude tend and care for 
them ; as they grow in knowledge they 
pass into other hands, and are educated in 
various ways; every power and faculty is 
brought into use, and when manhood is 
attained they settle down in some con­
genial society. This leads us to ·one of 

"9' "•' ,, Coogle 



86 EMANUEL SWEDENBORG : 

Swedenborg's views which has been much 
misut,derstood, i.e., heavenly marriages. 
Since heaven is from the human race, the 
angels are male and female, and the Scrip­
ture which declares that these shall be 
"no more twain," is, we are told, a law in 
heaven as well as here. Unmarried, a 
man or woman is incomplete. As a man, 
his intellect needs to be united to affection; 
as a woman, her affections yearn for a 
masculine mind. Half our troubles arise 
from the separation of the male and female 
elements in human progress. Practice 
needs to be wedded to profession, sentiment 
to judgment, word to deed, head to heart. 
This spiritual marriage may take pla'ce in 
heaven-must take place if each angel is 
to be perfectly happy. It is not a Sad­
ducean marriage. There are unions of mind 
as well as of bodies, and in heaven the 
internal union of married partners is so com­
plete that, says Swedenborg, they often 
appear as ONE angel. There is nothing 
irrational in this, and while we express no 
opinion on these moot questions, it is 
necessary the peculiar views of Sweden­
borg should be justly stated. There are 
no old people in heaven ; we are informed 
that to grow old there is to grow young:: 
the oldest and wisest angels are the most. 
snnocent, and even appear infantile at a 
distance. There is perfect freedom there. 
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Each does just what he pleases without 
let or hindrance ; on the contrary, all the 
rest are only too glad to assist and help 
him in the fulfilment of his desires. More­
over, knowledge and affection are equalised, 
and the orderly arrangement of the vast 
assembly is so perfect, even to minutire, 
that all unite for the individual or the 
common weal. Again, each angel is 
perfectly homogeneous in himself; he lacks 
nothing of completeness, nor is he over 
burdened in any way. He has no personal 
ends to serve, and consequently no self­
denial to practice ; temptation, trial, con­
flict, are done with for ever. The scenery 
around him exactly harmonises with hts 
tastes and ideals, His every sense and 
faculty is perfected. Music is the language 
of the affections, and heaven is the land o£ 
music. Angels sing not singly, but in 
thousands and thousands, without discord; 
every note and tone perfect, every chord 
full of meaning. The sense of sight, too, is 
sharpened. So far from objects being 
ghostly, vapoury, or indistinct, they are 
quite the reverse. There is no " yester­
day" and no "to-morrow" in heaven. Yet 
the angels do not remain stationary. Every 
means of development are afforded, and 
the mind expands by continual exercise. 
The beauty of the angels, Swedenborg 
tells us, is utterly beyond description. 
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Although heaven is a place of rest, it ia 
rest from trouble and turmoil, not from 
useful occupations. An idle angel is an 
anomaly not permissible. Each has a 
special use, which none but he can fulfil, 
and in the performance of it he finds his 
greatest delight. Some care for infants ; 
others teach adults; others guard the 
tempted or lead newly fledged immortals 
("novitiate spirits") through the gates of 
the eternal city. Some are appointed to 
keep under due control the onslaughts of 
infernals into human society. So that, 
teste Swedenborg, those who look upon 
heaven merely as a reward for well-doing ; 
a place of idleness or retirement from busi­
ness, will be wofully disappointed. Neither 
sensualnorartistic gratification, nor indefi­
nite chants and glorifications, make heaven; 
which is only possible as a place to those 
who have first made it a condition. Unless 
within, it cannot be without. The Divine 
will is that all should go there : the bar is 
not on that side. If any are left out, says 
Sweden borg, it is their own fault. Heaven 
is not like an estate, to be had as a gift, 
or infinite love must grant it. It is a 
life and a condition, and must be lived 
and experienced. And Swedenborg main· 
tains that not death-bed repentance nor 
instant conversion is effectual as an ad­
mission to heaven, but only regenera-

"9' "•' ,, Coogle 



THE SPIRITUAL COLUMBUS. ,8? 

t10n, wh1ch must be begun here-or not 
at all. 

Midway between heaven and hell (equi­
poised, as it were) is the World of Spirits 
or Hades,-the world through which, teste 
Swedenborg, all souls must pass to their 
final home, and in the chapters on "The 
Intermediate State" Sweden borg describes 
man's condition and appearance after 
death. The inhabitants of the spirit world 
are composed of all classes from all parts 
of this and every other inhabited earth in 
the universe: the rate of flow from this 
world alone into the world of spirits is 
computed at Ioo,ooo per diem I Very few 
nf these are wholly vile; even the Emperor 
Nero had some good points ; and very 
few indeed are fit to go at once to heaven, so 
that the world of spirits is the judgment­
world. It should be explained that there 
is no relationship between the Hades of 
Swedenborg and the purgatory of which 
the Pope claims to be turnkey ; the doc­
trine of purgatory being, we learn, 11 per­
version of the belief in an intermediate 
state-a belief which is pretty general 
throughout Christendom. Resurrection, 
which is described as the withdrawal of the 
spiritual body from its earthly tabernacle 
br means of " spiritual attraction " exer­
Cised by the angels, takes place immedi­
ately after death, not at some remoto 
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epoch; and the material body has no more 
participation in its benefits than the husk 
has in the utilisation of the wheat • .. The 
process occupies generally the three days 
immediately succeeding death ; which is 
not an hereditament of Adamic indiscretion: 
but merely a passage from one plane of 
life to another, as night with its sleep in­
tervenes between evening and a new day. 
When the transition is complete and the 
subject finds himself broad awake, he is 
for a time (unless he be a Swedenborgian) 
apt to doubt his own identity. He feels a 
complete man, minus only that cumbrous 
garment of clay which his sorrowing rela­
tives are so tenderly returning to the earth 
from which it came; he meets with friends 
and relatives ; sees around him all the 
paraphernalia of human existence-all 
very much resembling in apptarance his 
recent home. Very soon the process 
of judgment begins, whereby his final 
state is to be determined ; for, according 
to Swedenborg, his stay in the world of 
spirits is temporary only, and judgment 
follows close upon resurrtction. The pro­
cess of judgment consists in arraigning 
the spirit before the bar of Divine truth; 
in other words, he has to stand forward 
in the clear light of heaven, whose pene­
trating rays open up to the eyes of all be­
holders the acts and deeds recorded in 
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his Book of Life. This book is not a 
debtor and creditor account of sins com­
mitted and remitted, but is the "internal 
memory" of the soul upon which the secret 
springs of his character, ~very habit, desire, 
and motive, he has deliberately adopted 
during mundane life are indelibly engraved, 
as the history of the tree is traced in its 
grain. " Thus," we read, "a man writes 
his life in his physique, and the angels dis­
cover his autobiography in his structure." 
Under this system every spirit gradually 
attains to his proper level. He gets no 
credit for having thought or sentimental­
ised about religion, nor is he mulcted in 
penalties for faults which he could not 
help, or imperfections which he had no 
opportunity of removing here. And he is 
judged in perfect freedom, and in such a 
manner that he is himself his own execu­
tioner. So soon as he enters Hades he is 
taken in hand by angels of the highest 
order, who converse with him and examine 
into his interior nature. If the society of 
these angels is agreeable he stays with 
them; if not, he passes on through various 
grades of angelic society, until he meets 
with those who accord with himself. And 
now, in order that he may be perfected in 
his own degree of goodness and truth, he 
is subjected to certain reformatory and 
educational processes, with the view of 

"9' "•' ,, Coogle 



92 EMANUEL SWEDENBORG : · 

c:limmating all incongruitic:11 and rc:moving 
all hindrances to complete angelhood, and 
also of supplying all defici!lnces, both of 
intellect and emotions; for until head and 
heart be in perfect marriage union he cannot 
enter heaven. The work is long or short, in 
proportion to the tenacity with which he 
clings to his old doctrines and habits : 
the operators are the angels, and the 
means of education are object·lessons and 
allegoric representations. When develop· 
ment is complete, he stands forth in the 
bright light of heaven, a beauteous angel. 
and speedily rises to his own mansion in 
heaven, amid great rejoicings. It is just 
the reverse with the wicked man; for he 
rushes from the presence of the angelic 
teachers, as a bat from the sunlight; until 
he, too, meets with those who, like him­
self, have lived an evil life. Very soon all 
appearances of goodness or true ideas he 
may have are stripped off him, and he 
stands forth an image of his own hideous 
conceits and lusts. Conscience dies with­
in him, all restraints are taken away, and 
he sinks by the weight of his own iniquity 
into his place in hell. The notion often 
pictured of the great assize as a judgment 
before an angry God, who hurls the wicked 
soul to hell with fierce denunciation; finds 
no echo in Swedenborg's pages. No one, 
he repeatedly asserts, goes to heaven by 
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an act of unconditional mercy, an~ none 
perish except of their own free will, and in 
spite of all angelic and divine persuasions 
to the contrary. To convert a fiend into 
an angel against his will would be to ex­
tinguish his personal identity; and, more· 
over, says Swedenborg, the Lord never 
interferes with man's freedom of choice. 
It is universally true that-

" A man convinced ag~lrtst his w'll 
Is ofthe same opinion still." 

We have lingered so long over Sweden­
borg's interesting descriptions of heaven 
and the judgment-world, that we can say 
but little of the other place. Nor is the 
subject captivating. Hell, we are informed, 
is the antipodes of heaven, and exactly 
answP.rs to it by a sort of antagonistic 
analogy. The good and true in heaven 
are perverted in Hell into the evil and false . 

. Instead of the love of God and the neigh­
bour which rules in heaven, in hell there 
are the love of self, and sensuality ; and as 
the universal heaven resembles a grand 
man, so the hells collectively resemble a 
terrible monster. Hell acts against heaven, 
which in its turn re-acts, and thus is pre­
served that equilibrium between go?d and 
evil by which human freedom is preserved. 
The Lord alone governs the hells by the 
fear of punishments-the only means of 
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keeping them within limits. There is no 
personal devil in the ordinary sense of the 
term. The infernals are described as 
hideous monsters ; many of them having 
no human appearance at all. 

The various scriptural references to hell­
torments are interpreted by Sweden borg in 
a figurative sense. Thus the " lake of fire 
and brimstone," "the weeping, wailing, 
and gnashing of teeth," "the undying 
worm," &c., &c., represent the direful lusts 
and passions and false ideas of the infer­
nals, always in active collision the one 
with the other. The scenery and appear­
ances in the hells are in exact accord with 
the minds and tastes oft heir inhabitants, and 
may more easily be imagined than described. 
The slums of St. James a.1d St. Giles are 
bad enough ; but what of a vast colony of 
such, stripped of all appearances of decency 
and order, and the inherent vileness and 
treachery increased a hundredfold? Yet, 
says Swedenborg, the infernals have a sort 
of insane pleasure in their life ; they have 
their delights, which he thus speaks of: 
" The satisfaction of their life consists in 
being able to punish, torture, and torment 
each other, which they do by arts wholly 
unknown in the world, whereby they excite 
exquisite sensations, and also direful and 
horrible phantasies. The diabolical crew 
perceive so much pleasure therein, that if 
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it were possible to increase and strain 
pangs and torments to infinity, they would 
not even then be satisfied." 

As regards the punishment of les mzser­
allles, Sweden borg's views, albeit they con­
tradict some once popular notions, are 
philosophical and just. All pain, he declares, 
is the inevitable result of the violation of 
some law, and the sole end and aim of all 
true punishment is to restrain the subject 
from any further or fresh violation. As 
the very life ol t.!'le infernals consists in a 
perpetual desire and attempt to compass 
the destruction of each other, of mankind, 
and even of the universe and its Creator; 
it follows that they are always violating 
laws of order, and thereby bringing down 
upon themselves the pains and penalties 
inseparably attached to such violations. 
But the punishment is always specific, not 
general; always proportioned to the 
offence, not arbitrary; and none are pun­
ished there for sins committed here_:.that 
would be mere vengeance. Moreover, 
neither the Lord nor the angels punish ; 
the pain and suffering endured is the in­
evitable result of sin, and the dread of pain 
is the only means by which the Divine 
Being can govern and keep the infernals in 
subjection. No other rule is possible ther~; 
and although the wretched inhabitants may 
be so reduced and subdued by the fear of 
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punishment as to become almost inactive, 
it is not possible for them to become 
angels (as some tender-hearted humani­
tarians teach) because the elements of such 
a change are gone : the devils being perfect 
in their degree are best off where th~y are, 
and could not exist elsewhere. They have 
no desire for change, no conscience, no 
sense of shame or remorse, no love of 
goodness or truth, no longing to become 
heavenly-minded. Swedenborg therefore 
teaches, although in an entirely modified 
form, that hell is everlasting; a tenet which 
he bases upon the same divine law that 
secures for the angel an eternity of happiness 
in heaven, i.e., that each man is just what 
he has, by the exercise of his freewill, made 
himself; his life is his love, and to destroy 
the one you must destroy the other. 

The next work is entitled, An account oj 
the Last Judgment and the Destruction oj 
Babylon/ showing that all the predictions 
of the Apocalypse are at this day fulfilled; 
being a Relation of Things heard and seen. 
In this work, as the title sufficiently indi­
cates, Swedenborg trenches upon debat­
able land, and while we may not follow 
him there, and compare his lucubrations 
with the teachings of Dr. Cumming and 
other millennarians, the book (a small 
treatise only in size) is so important a link 
in the testimony concerning this remarkable 

,, o.,Google 



THE SPIRITUAL COLUMBUS. 97 

man, that it cannot be passed over entirely. 
Few of his works so directly illustrate thcS 
full extent of Swedenborg's claims as this 
"Account of the Last Judgment," a judg­
ment which preceded the descent out of 
heaven, of that New Jerusalem of which 
he was the apostle, though not the founder. 
The last judgment is an application of 
the process of individual judgment, already 
described, to the Church or the age. Three 
times, says Swedenborg, has such a con­
summation of the age taken place. Once 
in the time of Noah ; where it is figured by 
the flood, and the new church is symbo­
lised by the ark and its occupants. Once 
again, at the termination of the Jewish dis­
pensation ; when our Lord appeared on the 
earth, effected human redemption, and re­
duced all things in Hades to order. And 
lastly, in 1757; when the church founded 
by the apostles was judged, and spiritually 
disestablished in the manner figuratively 
described in the Apocalypse. It was this 
last judgment which Swedenborg asserts 
he witnessed. From the time of the 
Emperor Constantine, the church founded 
by _the apostles in simple love and faith 
began to decline and fall away from its 
" first estate " ; anger and strife succeeded 
Christian love and amity ; cruel wars and 
crusades were undertaken ostensibly 
for religious extension, but really for 
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power and pelf. The priests con· 
trolled all education, and the Bible was 
to the people a sealed book, set aside 
continually for human creeds. The doc­
trines of the Church and Word were per· 
verted and twisted to suit the aims and 
conceits of priests and prelates. The 
popes, fired with the lust of domination in 
spiritual things, actually usurped the office 
of Christ, and sought to exclude from par­
ticipation in His free grace, all who did 
not pay and believe according to their pre­
scriptions. The Reformation was an at­
tempt to upset the false teachings of 
Rome, by setting up in their place the doc­
trines of justification by faith alon~ and 
the vicarious sacrifice. The result was 
continual collision between Catholics 
and Protestants ; the fierce conflicts of 
which contributed still further to disturb 
the religious air, until, at the time the seer 
speaks of-I757,-all true. religion had 
well nigh expired in the Church : the 
masses were left to grope for the truth in 
darkness, and atheism, immorality, and 
profanity, encouraged by the abominations 
of the priesthood, threatened to over-run the 
:ivilised world. During this grRdual 
jecadence of the Church, these fiery 
~ealots, hypocritical monks and Jesuits, 
'together with the ignorant masses and the 
few brave ones who had held fast to the 
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faith once delivered to the saints), passed 
into the world of spirits ; and although 
there subjected to the process of individual 
judgment already referred to, the vaRt 
majority were so wrapped up in their 
insane conceits and phantasies, their 
spiritual constitutions were such compli­
cated mixtures of the true and the false, 
the good and the evil, that the process of 
separation of the one from the other was 
exceedingly difficult and protracted. So 
that they remained there for centuries, 
their numbers ever augmenting; build­
ing ,up Churches and creeds, and making 
to themselves spurious heavens and earths, 
as they had been, in effect, doing all their 
lives. Communicating with heaven by their 
faith and professions, and with hell by their 
life, they intercepted and perverted the 
light flowing from heaven worldward­
hence the thick religious darkness which 
succeeded the " dim religious light " of 
medireval times. Sweden borg asserts that 
it is these spurious heavens and earths 
that are referred to in Holy Writ as to be 
destroyed at the "last day," i .e. the end 
of the age or Church. As to this and other 
earths, they will, he says, never be de­
stroyed;judgment is effected upon humanity, 
not upon stones and clods, or even erratic 
comets. 

Thus the sole object of the last judg-
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ment was the dispersion of the thick clouds 
which were gathered in the religious sky; 
eclipsing God's sun and moon, and - dis~ 
turbing the equilibrium between heaven 
and bell upon which the safety of the 
human race depends. The great work 
took some months to execute, and the 
Romanists, we are informed, were judged 
first and the Protestants at some interval 
afterwards. The whole of the nations and 
peoples requiring judgment were arranged 
together in the spirit world in a circular 
form ; each in a position corresponding to 
its capacity for reception of truth. The 
Reformed Churches were placed in the 
centre, the Romanists around them ; next 
to these the Mahometans, and so on, the 
circumference being bounded as by a sea. 
The angels then descended from heaven 
amongst the multitudes, discovering the 
evil and separating them from the good, 
who were placed apart in a situation of 
safety. Then above the spurious heavens 
there appeared a stormy cloud, from 
which the influence of the Lord 
.Himself was specially brought to bear 
upon the inhabitants. The result was 
an exposure of their real characters, and. 
their evils being thus roused and brought 
to light, they threw off all borrowed 
plumes and rushed into the greatest · enor­
mities. Now there oc.curred great (sp!rit-
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ual) earthquakes and other terrible distur· 
bances, and the hells were disclosed to 
view as of a bottomless pit filled withefire 
and brimstone. The Lord now descended 
from heaven in a bright cloud with angels, 
a sound as of trumpets was heard, and all 
the wicked were seen gathered together in 
the form of a great dragon, with its tail 
brandished as if to draw down heaven; but 
it was cast down and sank beneath. The 
whole foundations of the spurious . earth 
and heaven now disappeared, and every 
evil person therein found a home in the 
bottomless pit, while the good, who had 
been set aside, were delivered of all their 
infirmities and taken up into heaven. 
Thus passed a way the "first heaven and the 
first earth," and Sweden borg relates that 
"After this there was joy in heaven and 
light in the world of spirits, such as was 
not before, and the interposing clouds 
between heaven and · mankind being re­
moved a similar light also then arose on 
men in the world, giving them new en­
lightenment." 

Here Swedenborg chimes with history, 
which attests in urimistakeable language 
that since the time referred to the world 
hae made enormous strides in an upward 
direction. Swedenborg's account of the 
Last Judgment is chiefly remarkable in re­
rpect to the time and place of ·its occur· 
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renee. So far as concerns the date, the 
matter has been involved in so much 
mystery, partly by the attempts to explain 
it, and partly in accordance with the well­
known rule that prophecies are never 
understood till fulfilled, that the last judg­
ment seems quite as likely to be un fait 
accompli as not. An~ as regards its occur­
rence in the world of spirits instead of here, 
it may be noted that, apart from the ques­
tion of possibility, the scenes which St. 
John in Patmos describes were seen and 
heard " in the spirit," and Swedenborg's 
revelations are a practical exposition of the 
" spiritual sense " of that portion of the 
Apocalypse which bears upon the subject. 
But we have not yet done with the 
wonders which the seer brings to view. 
His work on The Earths in the Universe 
seems even more astonishing than the two 
last referred to, but an examination of the 
book reveals its consistency with Sweden· 
borg's previous writings, and with his 
general character. It will be remembered 
that in his scientific days he was an ardent 
astronomer, and with larger sight than his 
fellows he intuitively judged that our little 

. earth was not alone, but that the star-
studded sky teemed with inhabited planets. 
And when he became seer he observed that 
the inhabitants of these planets after death 
pass·ed into the s.pirit world, and were 
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always spiritually associated with the earth 
on which they had been born. The book 
now before us professes to be a relation of 
seership extending to the planets Mercury, 
Jupiter, Mars, Saturn, Venus, and the 
moon, and to five earths in the starry 
universe to which no names are given. 
The "two eminent physicists" who have 
recently given to the world some very in; 
teresting speculations on the future state 
in a work entitled The Unseen Universe~ 
seem to find, as others have before them, . 
these astronomical peregrinations of 
Swedenborg difficult of credence, and 
whi!e they exprtss with no faint praise 
their· belief in his honesty and profound 
wisdom, they say, "had he confined him­
self to the invisible world, it would have 
been very difficult to prove him the subject 
of a delusion, but when he visits the 
planets and describes their inhabitants, he 
tnters at once upon dangerous ground." 
But this is hardly the way to view the 
matter. The means by which Swedenborg 
saw the planetary inhabitants he is careful 
to explain at length, and they are simply 
an enlargement of the means by which he 
saw " the invisible world." The impedi­
menta of space and time being removed in 
seership, it was simply necessary that 
Swedenborg's mind should be brought 
into harmony and concord with the persons 
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and scenes to be visited, to enable him to 
travel there without leaving his arm-chair, 
and he decliues that upon request the Lord 
was pleased to grant him the power to 
bndergo the necessary transitions and 
changes of state whica represent spiritual 
travelling. Hence he saw and conversed 
with certain spirits who had come from 
thclit: various planets, and through them hu 
saw their respective worlds, and observed 
the appearance, life, food, raiment, worship, 
avocations, and general conduct of the in­
habitants. Even to those who do not 
field it their credence, the work is an inter­
cstmg ·and novel one. Some fun has been 
aroused by Swedenborg's omission to 
include in his descriptions the planet 
aerschel, which at his time was not known 
to exist, but which it is supposed he as a 
seer should have been acquainted with. 
But, curiously enough, this is a point in his 
favour. There is abundant evidence in his 
scientific works that he believed there were 
seven planets in our solar system, and had 
he been so disposed he might have drawn 
upon his imagination, and described the 
planet named Herschel. That he did not 
do s<;) proves his honesty, and his followers 
assert that the omission is explicable upon 
the theory that he saw only what he was 
permitted to see, and that his description 
of an unknown planet would (when th~ 
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planet was found) almost have enforced 
belief in his claims. · . 

Another little work, The New Jerusalem 
and its Heavenly Doctrine, is a brief sum­
mary of the principles of the New Jeru­
salem Church, and, more than any other 
of Swedenborg·s own works, gives a reader 
in small compass the tenets of this deno· 
mination. At the end of the book Sweden­
borg gives his views on Ecclesiastical and 
Civil Government. He deprecates spiritual 
domination by priests, and urges that every 
respect be shown for difference of religious 
opinion in the Church. The position and 
dignity of government do not belong, but 
are only annexed to those who rule. 

It was not to be expected that Sweden­
borg, the son of a Lutheran bishop, and 
connected with other church dignitaries, 
would be entirely overlooked by his clerical 
friends. M. Robsahm relates that " he 
used at first to speak freely of his visions 
and spiritual explications of Scripture, but 
as this displeased the clergy, who pro­
claimed him a heretic and madm:m, he re­
solved to be less communicative of his 
knowledge in company;" but the rector of 
the parish in which Swedenborg lived said 
to Robsahm, " I cannot think him to be 
such a person as many do; I have myself 
conversed with him, and in company 
where we have been together, and I have 
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found him to be a good and holy man." 
In 1760 two bishops, 'relatives of Sweden­
borg, waited· on him, and in a friendly 
manner complained of his inattehtion to 
the services and sacraments of the Church. 
This, after a careful scrutiny of his conduct 
and deportment, . was the only flaw they 
could discover. In his reply, he stated 
that, being in association with angels, re­
ligious observances were not so necessary 
to him as to others, but for the sake of 
" example " he promised acquiescence. 
He, however, preferred to receive the 
sacrament from an unpopular curate, on the 
ground that " I hear he speaks what he 
thinks, and by this means has lost the 
good-will of his people, as generally 
happens in this world." Generally Sweden­
borg was averse to discussion on religious 
subjects. When attacked (as he often was, 
and sometimes most insolently) in com­
pany, he would reply in a few calm quiet 
words, and if his hearers were not con· 
vinced, or exhibited excitement, he would 
retire, saying, "Read my writings with 
care and without prejudice, and they will 
give you reason to change your opinion." 
He never attempted to proselytise or per­
suade any one to receive his opinions, and 
was only communicative of his views to 
those whom he thought virtuous, dis· 
posed to hear them fairly, capable of 
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comprehending them, and loving the 
truth. 

In the midst of his supernatural occupa­
tions this extraordinary man was mindful 
of his duty to his country as a member of 
the House of Nobles. From 1718, when 
he began official life as assessor in the 
College of Mines, till his death (1772), he 
was a consistent supporter of the Consti­
tutional form of government. In 1761 we 
find him taking somewhat an active ,part 
in the political discussions of the Swedish 
Diet. It is related by the then Prime 
Minister of Sweden, Count Hopken, "that 
the most valuable and well-written memo­
rials on finance were presented to the Diet 
in I7QI by Swedenborg." He was, more­
over,. a member of the Secret Committee 
of the Diet, an office to which only the 
wisest, most trusted, and influential poli­
ticians were appointed. At this time the 
famous Hat and Cap factions disturbed 
Sweden. Swedenborg seems not to have 
taken sides, but in one of his speeches 
supports the Hats' view, and urges alliance 
with France rather than England, on ac­
count of the latter's engagements with 
Holland; Some of the memoriaLs he pre­
sented are still in existence, and by the 
exertions of Dr. R. L. Tafel, of Camden­
road, have been rescued from oblivion. 
Oncr . of them is a suggestion to the Go-
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vemment to prepare a yearly balance· 
sheet of income and expendit!Jre showing 
the financial position of the country. A 
leading Swedish historian states that this 
was the first time such a proposal had been 
made in any country I There are two other 
memorials relative to encouragement in 
mining and the arts, and the restrictions on 
mining enterprise. In another paper Swe­
denborgspeak.sstrongly against the declara­
tion of war with Russia; he argues forcibly 
against an aggressive as distinguished 
from a defensive war. In another me· 
morial he appears as an advocate for 
limiting the sale of intoxicating liquors, 
and proposes they should be sold in the 
usual way, "but the purchasers should 
not lounge about in the house." They 
might " have what they wanted and then 
go away." He also recommends that a 
limit should be placed on the distillation of 
whiskey, and the distilleries subjected to 
license, so as to bring in some profit to the 
country from them-" if, indeed," says he, 
"it be impossible to altogether overcome 
the use of so pernicious a drink." But one 
of the most remarkable of the seer's me­
morials is that in which, speaking of the 
direful evils proceeding from despotic go­
vernment, he describes in vigorous language 
the seductions of Popery as exhibited in 
the careers of the neighbouring countries, 
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and eloquently pleads for the retention of 
their Constitutional liberty, lest, under a 
despotic monarchy, his country might fall 
into the clutches of the Jesuits. The fol­
lowing passage in this memorial suggests 
recollections of Mr. Gladstone's recent 
pamphlets on Vaticanism. "The only 
guarantee and counter check against such 
calamities" (Popish ascendancy and inter­
ference) " would be oath and conscience. 
Certainly, if there were an oath, and the 
majority were sufficiently conscientious to 
respect it, civil and religious liberty and all 
that is valuable might indeed in every 
kingdom remain inviolate; but on the other 
band, we must bear in mind that the Papal 
:;hair can dissolve all oaths and absolve 
~very conscience by virtue of the keys of 
St. Peter." There is another memorial, in 
which Swedenborg laments the deprecia­
:ion of the paper currency in consequence 
:>f the suspension of cash payments. From 
1 number of letters addressed by Count 
Hopken to General Tuxen in the years 
1772 to 1781, published in the New Jeru· 
salem Magazine' in I79o-gx, we glean some 
idea of the estimation in which Sweden­
borg was held by so thorough a politician 
and man of the world as this Prime 
Minister of Sweden. " I have not only 
known ·..; Assessor Sweden borg," says 
Hopken, " for two and forty years, but 
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some time ago was daily in his com·pany. 
One who like me has lived long in the 
world in a public position must have had 
numerous opportunities of knowing men 
virtuous and vicious, strong and weak; 
and in all my experience I do not recollect 
a character of more uniform excellence 
than Swedenborg ;-always contented, 
never fretful or morose. He was a true 
philosopher, and he lived like one. He 
laboured diligently, and lived frugally with­
out sordidness .••. Not having intercourse 
with spirits myself, I can neither affirm 
nor contradict what he has to say about 
them, but his supernatural relations are no 
more extraordinary than the Apocalypse 
and other parts of the Bible. Of his doc­
trines, however, I can judge; they are ex­
cellent, i(refutable, the best ever taught, 
and conducive to the happiest social life. 
Whilst the Swedenborgian system forms 
virtuous men and citizens, it represses all 
kinds of enthusiasm and superstition which 
beget such cruel, vexatious, c..nd ridiculous 
singularities. 

"The present religion is mystical and 
full of paradoxes. It is as incoherent and 
unreasonable, as if formed for cattle rather. 
than rational men. According to its tenets, 
you may perpetrate any villani~s and yet 
be saved. The doctrine of the priests is 
polytheism ; one god is the creator of the 
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world, another the author of religion." " I 
have sometimes told the king that if ever 
a new colony were formed no better re­
ligion could be established there than that 
developed by Swedenborg from the sacred 
Scriptures, and for these reasons :-

" I. ThiK religion, in preference to and 
in a higher degree than any other, must 
produce the most honest and industrious 
subjects, for it places, and places properly, 
the worship of God in USES. 

"2. It causes the least fear of death; 
death being regarded as a transition from 
one state to another : from a worse to a 
better situation. 

"Upon his principles I look upon death 
as of hardly greater consequence than 
drinking a glass of water." 

The fact that Swedenborg in the height 
of his fame as a spirit-seer, and in spite o£ 
clerical persecutions, was able StSccessfully 
to mPintain a high political dignity, win 
the admiration and respect of such a keen­
sighted man of the world as Count Hop­
ken, and secure from the Government and 
people of Sweden tolerance of his peculiar 
views, testifies in a remarkable degree to 
the soundness of his mental constitution, 
his virtue, and common sense. Robsahm 
says-" Swedenborg took great interest \n 
the doings of the Swedish Diet, but when 
he perceived that envy and self-interest 
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reigned there be .was seldom after seen in 
the House • • •• He adhered to neither of 
the parties, but loved truth and justice in 
all his feelings and actions." 

In July, I762, we find Swedenborg in 
Amsterdam, and White relates the follow• 
ing anecdote, the authority for which · is 
the celebrated J ung Stilling. " I was in 
Amsterdam," said Stilling's informant, "in 
the year 1762 (on the very day that Peter 
III. of Russia died), in a company of 
which Swedenborg made one. In the 
midst of our conversation his countenance 
changed ; it was evident his soul was no 
longer present, and that something extra­
ordinary was passing in him. As soon as 
be had come to himself, he was asked what 
had happened. He would not at first­
tell, but being pressed, he said, 'This 
very hour the Emperor Peter has died in 
prison' (mentioning at the same time the 
manner of his death) •••• In due time the 
newpapers announced Peter's death on 
that very day. Peter was strangled by 
Count Orlov, at the instigation of his 
wife, who, as Catherine II., reigned in 
his stead." 

J ung Stilling also relates an interview 
between a certain merchant from Elber­
field and Swedenborg. The merchant was 
an old and intimate friend of Stilling's, 
and bad a . high character for int~grity 

"9' "•' ,, Coogle 



1HE SPIRITUAL COLUMBUS.' 113 

and truthfulness. He desired proof:~ from 
Swedenborg as to the reality of spiritual 
sight, and stated that he " had a friend, a 
student of divinity, at Duisburg, where he 
fell into a consumption and died. A 
short time before his death we conversed 
on an important subject. Can you ascer· 
tain from him what that subject was ? ' 
Sweden borg said, • Call on me in a few 
days ; I will try if I can find your friend.' 
The merchant did so, and was met by 
Swedenborg with the startling announce­
ment, • I have seen your friend. You· con­
versed on the • Restitution of all things,' and 
he then with the greatest precision stated 
what each had maintained. The merchant 
turned pale, for the proof was strong and 
invincible. After some fu!'ther conversa­
tion, my friend," says Stilling, " took his 
leave, perfectly convinced, and returned to 
Elberfield." 

Whilst at Amsterdam in 1763-4 Swe· 
denborg published four treatises on The 
Doctrine of the New Jerusalem conceming 
the Lord, the Sacred Scriptures, Faith, and 
Life, also A Continuation of the Last 
Judgment, and two small works entitled, 
Angelic Wisdom Concerning the DitJine­
Providence, and Divine Love and Wisdom. 

\Ve turn aside now to briefly examine 
the contents of these works seriatim. 

The treatise on The Doctrine of the Lortl 
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is an elaborate argument for the sole ana 
supreme Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ 
-a doctrine which is the foundation-stone 
of Swedenborg's theology and philosophy. 
The most remarkable feature of this little 
pamphlet is the enormous mass of Scrip­
tural testimony adduced; in fact, it seems 
as if Swedenborg's propositions were 
literally constructed out of the very words 
of Scripture. Briefly stated, the doctrine 
of the Lord is as follows :-Jehovah God, 
the Creator and Preserver of heaven and 
earth, Who is essential love and wisdom, 
or goodness and truth, is One both in 
essence and in person. The tri-personality, 
dogma, Swedenborg says, is nowhere 
taught in Scripture, and was unknown to 
the Church previous to the Council of Nice. 
But there is in the Deity a trinity of essen­
tials, the Father or Divine Love, being the 
essential Divinity, the Son or Divine 
Wisdom, being the Divine Humanity, and 
the Holy Spirit, being the Divine Life 
which proceeds from the union of the 
Father and the Son. These three essen­
tials are now united in the person of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Swedenborg aptly 
illustrates the subject by a reference to the 
triune constitution of man, as compo.sed of 
soul , ·body, and operative energy or power. 
The work of Redemption is not limited by 
Sweden borg to the period of our Lord's life 

"9' "•' ,, Coogle 



THE SPIRITUAL COLUMBUS. I IS 

on earth, but commenced in Eden so soon 
as man began to fall from his original inno­
cent state. The same Jehovah who 
watched with Infinite paternal solicitud~ 
over the whole downward career of Hi~ 
children, and who sought now by " the 
angel of His presence," and now by a 
Moses, by prophets, or by seers, to preserve 
them from ruin; when the declension had 
reached its climax, and both the natural 
and spiritual universes were in utter dis­
order, Himself descended from heaven as 
Divine truth, or the Word made flesh, and 
assumed through the Virgin Mary a human 
nature, utterly vile and corrupt in its pro­
pensities to evil, yet without sin. In this 
human nature he met and fought the infer­
nal powers, and by repeated conflicts, trials, 
and temptations,-the last and most painful 
being the passion of the cross, he entirely 
subdued all the hells, even to the lowest, and 
once for all redeemed man from their control. 
By the same processes he put off the 
human nature derived from Mary, and in 
its place assumed a Human from the 
Divine within ; this He glorified and made 
one with the Father; in this he arose 
from the sepulchre, appeared to his 
disciples, descended into Hades, restored 
all things there into order, and finally as­
cended into and above the heavens hav­
ing made His Divine Humanity "a new 
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and living way" by which all who believe 
in Him and live according to His example 
will be saved from their sins. 

In other portions of this treatise Swe·· 
denborg explains the meaning of the 
various names applied to the Messiah in 
the Scriptures, and also states that the 
Athanasian Creed agrees with the truth 
on this subject if for its Trinity of persons 
be substituted a Trinity of person in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

As will have been observed by our 
readers, Swedenborg's doctrine of re­
demption utterly negatives the substitu­
tional or vicarious character of the Atone­
ment, for, in his view, Christ died "for," 
not " instead of" us, to save us u from 
our sins," not merely remit the penalty 
of sin, and to reconcile man to God, 
not conciliate an angry Deity by the 
sacrifice of an innocent one. But there 
be many not of the "New Church" who 
consider that Swedenborg's doctrine is 
consonant with Scripture, justice, and 
common sense. So also, if Swedenborg 
shuts out in the cold the dogmas of the 
tripersonality of God, the eternal son­
ship, the immaculate conception, original 
ain and the full satisfaction of the law's 
penalties by Christ, he re-establishes the 
oneness of Deity, explains the mystery 
of the Trinity (so far as it can be ex-
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plained), and sat1sfies our best concep­
tions of the character of God and the 
requirements of man. Indeed, it is im­
possible not to admit that his doctrine is 
wonderful in its simplicity, its consistency, 
its scriptural confirmations, and in that 
focusing, so to speak, of the sympathies 
of the Christian upon ·one object of 
adoration-upon the Divine person with 
whose tenderness, mercy, and amiability 
the gospels have made us so familiar. 
In the treatise on The Sacred Scrip­
tures, Swedenborg approaches them in 
an affirmative spirit, and instead of cri­
ticising their external appearance, their 
authenticity, their credibility, he starts at 
once with the doctrine that the Sacred 
Scripture, or Word of God, is Divine 
truth itself, because it contains within 
its literal sense a spiritual and divine 
meaning whereby it is divinely inspired, 
holy in every syllable, the fountain of 
wisdom alike to angels and to men. The 
Scriptures have by no writer been so 
highly eulogised as by Swedenborg, nor 
so much applied ; for it may be truly said 
that biblical passages are the stones of 
the ecclesiastical edifice which he has so 
laboriously constructed. If he be correct 
in his teachings, the question of inspira­
tion is settled, and with it the minor ques­
tions relating to the authenticity or accu-
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racy of the sacred books. For if by internal 
evidence the Scriptures be proved divine, 
the search for proofs of their credibility may 
well be put aside. The spiritual sense is 
united to the letter by correspondences, 
every word or expression answering to 
and enfolding a spiritual and divine idea 
utterly distinct from its literal meaning. 
But the literal sense contains Divine truth 
(as the body contains the soul) in its 
fulness, its sanctity, and power, and all 
the doctrines of the Church must be drawn 
from and confirmed by the letter. By 
means of the correspondences according 
to which the Word is written, Divine truth 
is clothed or accommodated to the appre­
hension of every condition of mind, whether 
it be celestial, spiritual, or natural, or 
carnal-all . may draw from it the truths 
suited to their condition. To the celestial 
angels (for the Word exists in all the 
heavens, in its spiritual form) it is a store­
house of celestial wisdom ; the spiritual 
angels draw from it spiritual, and the 
natural angels natural truths. When the 
Bible is read on earth devoutly, the angels 
draw near and read it according to their 
perceptions, and while human eyes wander 
over descriptions of the wars of tht: 
Israelites, unseen companions read therein 
a r~cor_d of the conflict of truth with falsity, 
evd With error. or of the victorie::s of the 
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Lord over th~ hells. The quality of the 
truths which the Church or its members 
possess is dt:termined by their understand­
ing of the Scriptures, from whence they 
must derive their doctrine. Throughout 
the Word, even to minutire, tht: subject 
of the union of goodness and truth, or the 
marriage of the Lord and His Church is 
treated of: this is evidenced in the re­
peated use of twin expressions, such as 
justice and judgment, joy and gladness, 
nations and peoples; the one having re­
ference to good, the other to truth, and 
the "and " signifying union. There are 
portions of the Bible which, like some 
phenomena in nature, present truth in an 
inverted form. Thus we say" the sun rises 
and sets," and in the Bible we read, " God 
is angry with the wicked every day." Both 
of these are true only in .appearance. The 
one is true to the ignorant, who trusts to 
his senses only, the other is true of him 
in whom anger has dominion, "for every 
one," says Sweden borg," regards the Lord 
to be such llS he himself is." And these 
apparent truths are provided in the Word 
for those who can only by such means be 
taught to fear and serve the Lord. It 
needed a Galileo to attest, under persecu­
tion, that the earth moves round the sun, 
and it remains for a Swedenborg to rise 
up and acquaint the world that the attitude 
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of the Sun of Righteousness towards man 
is ever the same, and that it is only man's 
position which requires alteration. Pre· 
vious to the present Bible there was an an­
cient Word (still in existence somewhere 
in Tartary, says Swedenborg), which was 
purely allegorical in form. From this 
Word the first eleven chapters of Genesis 
were derived, and it is also quoted from 
in the present Bible, e.g., the book of 
Jasher (2 Sam. i. 17, 18), and the book of 
the Wars of Jehovah (Num. xxi. 14, 15). 
Some portions of the Bible we possess 
not being written throughout according to 
pure correspondences, are not a portion 
of the Divine Word. Amongst these non­
canonical books, of which Swedenborg 
gives a list, are the Epistles, " which arc: 
very good books for the Church, but as 
they are dogmatic writings merely, and 
have only a mediate communication with 
heaven, they are not the Word." And as 
to the inspired writers, Swedenborg says 
they were simply penmen,-mortals like 
ourselves, and not saints, but types of 
saints. The Jews, too, were appointed 
the chosen people of God, not from any 
merit they had, but because, being tena­
cious, they would carefully preserve Scrip­
tures consigned to them, and their history 
at the same time served to typify human 
progress in regeneration. The: nations 
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and peoples out of the Christian Church 
are spiritually enlightened from the Word 
in proportion as they are in communica­
tion with Christians. Without the Word, 
which is the only medium of conjunction 
with heaven, man would have no know· 
ledge of the Lord, of heaven and hell, or 
of the life after death. 

The treatise on Faith opens with mild 
ridicule of the present-day-idea of faith, as 
something which must be believed on the 
authority of the church, because it cannot 
be comprehended. " Genuine faith," says 
Swedenborg, "is an acknowledgment that 
a thing is so because it is true." It is 
" the assurance with which we embrace 
that which is true," and only that which 
is seen to be true can be the proper object 
of faith. "Spiritual truths," he continues, 
" are as capable of being comprehended as 
natural truths. Every one has the ability 
of petceiving the truth when made clear to 
his mind, and upon that perception he 
must base his faith." The angels say, 
How can you believe a thing when you 
do not see whether it is true or not ? 
and if any one thinks that such a percep­
tion of truth is not accessible to him, 
Swedenborg's recipe is " Shun evils as 
sins, and apply to the Lord ; then you will 
have as much as you desire.'' But faith 
cannot exist without charity, which is de· 
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fined as the affection for what is good, be­
cause the essence of faith is charity and 
the form of charity is faith. When faith 
and charity are separated in the Church it 
ceases to exist. . The mere knowledge of 
what is good or true is not faith or charity 
any more than an acorn is an oak-tree­
but it may become so by use. True faith 
is a belief in the Lord ; but " to believe in 
Him is to have confidence that he will save, 
and because no one can have such confi­
dence but he who lives a good life, there­
fore this also is implied by believing in 
Him." The remaining portions of the 
pamphlet are devoted to a vigorous on­
slaught on the doctrine of justification by 
faith alone, and an expose of the spiritual 
state of those whose faith is separated 
from charity, and who are referred to in 
the scriptures, says Swedenborg, under 
the types of Philistines, the dragon of the 
Apocalyse, goats, &c. If Swedenborg's 
views on faith are practical, his Doctri1te of 
Life for the New Jerusalem, is much more 
so. It starts with the axiom, "All rcligio1t 
has relation to life, and the life of religion 
is to do good." Swedenborg declares that 
so far and only so far as a man shuns evils 
as sins against God, so far can he do good, 
not, however, from himself, but from the 
Lord alone. Ceasing from evil must pre­
cede doing well. No one really loves the 
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truth or is either pious, or wise, or good, 
who does not shun evils as sins. "There 
is not with man a grain of truth more than 
there is of good ; thus not a grain of faith 
more than there is of life . •.• Faith and 
life march on with equal step." The De­
calogue teaches what are evils, and Swe­
denborg goes through the commandments 
seriatim, and points out that they do not 
merely refer to natural evils but also to their 
spiritual sources. Then he leads up to the 
doctrine that the reality of a man's interior 
aversion to evils is in proportion to the 
vigour with which he fights against them 
as of himself, yet always referring to the 
Lord for strength and giving Him the 
praise. If a man shuns evils for any other 
reason than because they are sins against 
God, he does not really shun but only pre­
vents their appearance before men, and 
after death his real character is seen to be 
evil. 

In The Continuatio1: of the Last Judg­
ment, the judgment of the Protestants 111 

the. spiritual world is described, but we 
have already dealt with this subject in re­
ferring to The Last Judgment. 

The Angelic Wisflom Concerning the 
Divine Providence, as its title implies, 
deals with vital questions-questions which 
have ever been stumbling-blocks to 
thoughtful souls, and fruitful sources of 
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unbelief-and deals with them in a way 
that should make the work a valuable aid 
to those who have to wage war against the 
Giants Doubt ard Despair, either in their 
own or on others' behalf. 

Swedenborg defines the Divine Provi­
dence to be the government of Divine love 
and wisdom-the sway of One who is "too 
wise to err and too good to be unkind." 
This government has one main purpose, 
i.e., the formation of a heaven out of the 
human race, thereby securing the ever­
lasting happiness of every individual. 
/Eterna Salus populi suprema lex, and it 
regards temporal matters as important 
only as they serve eternal interests. He 
who can drink in this first principle of 
Divine providence lays hold of a rock. 

Another law of Divine providence is that 
man should co-operate with God in His 
great purposes--man's failure to do his 
part is the source of all his troubles. God 
supplies the materials-man must utilise 
them. He gives love and wisdom for the 
soul, heat and light and their products for 
the body-man must appropriate these to his 
own needs or he dies. And the co-operation 
must be spontaneous, not forced. "Ye will 
not come to Me that ye might have life" 
(John v. 40) ; shows not only that man has 
freedom, but that in freedom he mus' 
accept even his own salvation. Sweden borg 
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affirms that " Regeneration in man is 
effected by his removing evils from his ex­
ternal life, as of himself./ yet knowing that 
all good and truth are from the Lord, he 
acknowledges as a consequence that all 
power to remove these evils is necessarily 
derived from the Lord alone ; " and in pro­
portion as a man restrains himself from the 
actual commission of any evil, the interior 
source of that evil is removed secretly by the 
Lord. By shunning evils, therefore, man 
relieves himself of their control, and all his 
temptations cease. A noted sceptic once 
asked why God did not write His name 
upon the sun so that all could see it, and be­
lieve in His existence I But His name is 
written on the sun ; yet Tom Paine could 
not see it, and Swedenborg tells us that 
Providence does not force a man to believe 
by means of signs and wonders, visions, 
threats, or punishments-a willing heart 
does not want them, and an unwilling one 
will not have them. By another law of 
Providence, it is arranged that every man 
so disposed may be conjoined to the Lord 
(which conjunction is heaven) by means of 
the Word. As he reads and reflects upon 
its teachings, he places himself within the 
sphere and influence of Divine wisdom ; 
and as he practices what he has learned, 
he similarly comes into the sphere of 
Divine love. Yet the guidance is not felt 
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as such : the attraction seems self-derived; 
he feels quite independent, yet knows and 
acknowledges that he is led by invisible cords 
to do many things aright. Swedenborg 
lays great stress upon this acknowledgment 
of actual dependence under the appearance 
of independence. It is provided, he says, 
that man should be practically unconscious 
of the operations of Providence, except 
retrospectively. Otherwise his foreknow­
ledge would terribly shorten his comforts, 
annul his reason, and destroy his judg­
ment, together-with the pleasures of hope 
and the love of life. Seemingly alone and 
self-existent, he is really dependent for 
momentary subsistence upon his Maker, 
and the truly wise man keeps this ever 
before him. Such dependence does not 
detract from manliness ; rather it adds to 
dignity, and it is the death-blow to infi­
delity, to scepticism, to a host of evils, 
springing from what Swedenborg euphe­
mistically terms, "self-derived intelli­
gence." All those troublesome questions 
arising out of the Divine permission of 
evil, pain, and sorrow, Swedenborg very 
fully enters into. He gives answers to the 
questions :-Why was the Adamic fall per­
mitted? Why are the impious, the profane, 
or the impure often in possession of 
honour and riches ; while the pious, the 
devout, and the pure suffer poverty and 
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contempt ? vVhy are wars, famines, 
plagues, murders, tyrannical governments, 
and Jaws, poverty, crime, earthquakes, 
fires, tempests, accidents, permitted? Why 
have men been allowed to sink into 
idolatry, ignorance, and savagery? Why is 
Christianity numerically the least of reli­
gions, and, at the same time, divided by 
sectarian strife ? Why is it that hell exists, 
and iniquity goes unpunished? &c., &c. 
The principles upon which Swedenborg's 
explanation is based are very simple. All 
evil, he says, is of human origin, and 
springs always from violation of Divine 
laws. Its cessation is to be accomplished 
only by removal of its causes, and the re­
sponsibility for this work of removal rests 
upon man. Were every individual to do 
his duty to his neighbour and his God, all 
forms of evil would speedily disappear, as 
the beast of prey retires before the cultiva­
tion of the soil. Evil is permitted by 
Providence as a dernier resort; the wicked 
man is as much the subject of Divine at­
tention as the good ; the aim being to 
modify or lessen his iniquities, or utilise 
his powers for the benefit of mankind. 
Swedenborg further shows that every man, 
so long as he lives in this world, is capable 
of becoming heavenly-minded ; that there 
is no such thing as predestination (unle~s 
it be predestination to heaven); that tho 

,,, "'"'Coogle 



I 28 EMANUEL SWEDENBORG : 

Lord never imputes either evil or good to 
any man, but leaves him to make his 
choice of either the one or the other ; and 
that he never acts contrary to His laws, 
which are unerring, being the Jaws of 
infinite Jove and wisdom. 

The Angelic Wisdom concerning the 
Divine Love and Wisdom is a concise 
exposition of all the principles which ll~ 
derlie Swedenborg's system of theosophy. 
It is his Spiritual Principia, and those 
who approach the highest subjects of 
thought, not from the doctrinal, but from 
the philosop.hical and scientific side, will 
find this work the best calculated to give 
an insight into Swedenborg's philosophy 
of creation. On its merits, which all must 
admit are very great, the work deserves 
most careful perusal. Once accustomed 
to Swedenborg's peculiar style of diction, 
the young theosophical or scientific stu· 
dent will find here ample satisfaction of 
many of his most troublesome problems, 
and will, we think, feel grateful to the 
author for, at least, enlarging the scope 
and broadening the foundations of man's 
knowledge concerning God and His works. 
The book is divided into five parts, treating 
(1) of God; (2) the Spiritual Sun; (3) 
Degrees; (4) Creation of the Universe; 
(5) Creation of Man. We can only here 
give a mere outline of the principles of 
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the work, referring the reader to the volume 
itself for fuller satisfaction. 

In Part I. Swedenborg (irst ascertains 
that " the life of man consists in his ruling 
love ; " therefore, says he, love and life are 
one : destroy the one, and the other ceases 
to be. God is Life itself-because He is 
Love Itself, and also 'Wisdom Itself. Love 
is the Divine Esse, soul, or substance, 
Wisdom is His Existere, body, or form, and 
love and wisdcm, i.e., God, are" substance 
and form in themselves ; consequently the 
self-subsisting and sole-subsisting Being." 
He is, therefore, the one source and foun­
tain of life ; from His substance are all 
substances, and from His wisdom all forms 
and modes. " Since, therefore, man is 
not life, but a recipient of life, it follows 
that the conception of a man from his 
father is not a conception of life, but only 
of the first and purest forms receptible of 
life, to which, as a stamen or beginning, 
substances are successively added in the 
womb." Into the receptacle thus formed 
God pours His life, and the creature be­
comes a living human soul. The cause of 
creation, declares Swedenborg, lies in the 
simple fact that Divine like human love 
(when it is unselfish) cannot exist apart 
from objects upon whom it may bestow, 
and who are capable of intelligently ap­
preciating ita affection. Apart from God 
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the universe is dead and inert-He fills it 
with His life and it rejoices therein. The 
secret of creation is its Humanity. Man 
stands at the top, and to him all forms of 
existence, all forces-spiritual, natural, 
dynamic-converge and point. He is at 
once the epitome of the natural and of the 
spiritual universes. And as the effect must 
bt: in the cause, and Man (individual and 
aggre~ated) is the handiwork of God, God 
is a Man in first principles-in fact, the 
only perfect man: the only truly wiseand 
good; Who has every one of tht: attributes 
and functions of humanity in infinite per· 
fection, yet is entirely independent of 
space and time, which are only conditions 
of mundane existence. Although the con­
ception of God as a Divine man is the 
best possible, it is not easy to the ordinary 
mind, whose ideas as to form, shape and 
locality, limit, confuse, and destroy the 
conct:ption. Hence Swedenborg argues 
that the mind must raise itself above 
natural into spiritual ideas of thought. 
We may view a society, a nation, or even 
the whole human race, as one man, be­
cause, in a certain sense, it has a human 
form. One portion represents the "head," 
another the " haads " and " feet " and 
"members," another the "main body," 
the heart and lungs and stomach-indeed, 
the whole of the parts fit together into one 

"9' "•' ,, Coogle 



THE SPIRITUAL COLUMBUS. IJ T 

harmonious who!e when viewed according 
to the use which each portion bears to the 
totality. Such an idea of the human form 
is quite removed from space and time-is, 
in fact, spiritual, and it is, we apprehend, 
upon some such principle of thought that 
Swedenborg bases his conception of the 
God-man. But he is careful to avoid 
Pantheism, and points out that the mind 
in thinking of God must entirely dissociate 
itself from ideas of size, shape, locality: 
must not forget that in H imself the 
Almighty is invisible, unknowable, un­
approachable, and can only be truly wor­
shipped as revealed in the person of Jesus 
Christ. Just as the sun is present in every 
part of nature, and the soul in every atom 
of the body, but yet perfectly distinct from 
it, so is God the omnipresent substance, 
1he omniscient wisdom, the omnipotent 
life of the universe, yet perfectly distinct 
from it-as distinct as infinite can be from 
finite. The matter requires study, but 
will repay the thought needed to be ex· 
pended on its elucidation. Swedenborg 
has evidently struck the keynote of all the 
harmonies of creation, and nothing is 
needed to catch the wonderful symphony 
but release from the fetters of materialism. 

In Part II. Swedenborg describes the 
instrumental cause of the universe-the 
Sun of the spiritual world. There is, he 
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says, a sphere of emanations flowing from 
and surrounding the Divine Being, which 
appear to the angels as a sun. This sun 
is not God, nor is it infinite, but is con­
nected with Him by contiguity ; its heat 
and light are Divine love and wisdom, and 
it is composed of the first and purest sub­
stances nearest to the Divine. The Sun 
appears to the angels as our sun to us, 
but always in the same position-at an 
angle of forty. five degrees, and, in accord­
ance with one of the principal laws of 
heaven, its apparent brilliancy, and dis­
tance from the angels are proportioned to 
the quality of their affection for the Lord. 
But wherever they may turn, the sun ap­
pears always before them. This spiritual 
Sun shines not only upon the angels, but 
is the source of life to the souls of men, 
and vivifies them in proportion as their 
souls are opened to its influx. 

In all things, great and small, says 
Swedenborg, there exist end, cause, and 
effect. In the largest sense the spiritual 
Sun is end, the spiritual world cause, and 
the natural universe effect. Diversity 
exists in effects in proportion as they are 
remote from first causes, but in the Divine 
Being all things are in infinite harmony 
and unity. The sun of our solar system 
is composed of pure elementary fire, and, 
being material, is therefore dead in itself; 
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but receiving impulsion from the spiritual 
sun, to which it corresponds, spiritual 
forces flowing from that sun are conveyed 
(clothed in material forms) to every mun­
dane thing. The end or object of creation 
being its eternal conjunction or marriage 
with the Creator, there is in every, even 
the least thing, an inborn tendency to this 
result, and the uses of all created things 
ascend by "Degrees " up to the Creator, 
from whence they came. 

In Part Ill. Swedenborg explains what 
are these degrees of relationship between 
God, Man and Nature. The. spiritual 
world, he declares, is a real, habitable 
world : the angels have air to breathe, 
ground to walk upon, and all other neces· 
sities of purified man. But the qualities 
of these things differ in degree in the three 
heavens. The air the celestial angel:4 
breathe is purer and more infilled with 
Divine life than the atmosphere of the 
spiritual and the natural heavens. Hence 
there are three atmospheres there, answer· 
ing to our " aura, ether and air," and 
related thereto by corrl!spondence. The 
basis of the Law of Correspondences is 
the doctrine of degrees, which are of two 
sorts, viz. : discrete and continuous. Con· 
tinuous degrees are as the gradations ex­
isting between light and shade, obscurity 
and clearness, thick and thin, heat and cold, 
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or between the \aliety of things of the' 
same species, and with these we are pretty 
iamiliar. Discrete degrees are the gra­
dations which exist between end, cause 
and effect, and to Swedenborg are we 
indebted for bringing to light this lost 
knowledge, this interpreter of Dame 
Nature's Arcana. The discrete degrees of 
ends, causes and effects, are discoverable 
e·verywhere, end producing cause, and 
cause resulting in effect ; yet each is 
distinct as the steps of a ladder. In suc· 
cessive order the first degree, or end, is 
highest, and effects lowest; and in simul• 
taneous order the first is the inmost, and 
the last outermost. But the lowest, or 
ultimate degree is the continent and basis 
of the other two. There are three infinite 
and uncreated degrees in God, which aro 
Love, Wisdom and Use, and these are re. 
presented by three degrees in the soul of 
man, the celestial, spiritual and natural, 
which are separate, like three storeys of a 
house. These discrete degrees are in man 
from birth, and it is intended that each in 
its order should be opened to Divine in· 
flux. In proportion as this takes place, 
man is created in the image and likt>ness 
of God, and is eternally conjoined to Him. 
If the celestial and also the spiritual degreo 
be not opened, the man is merely natural 
and sensual, and theoretically, if not ao-+ 
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tually, not far above a beast: hence the 
distinction between man and bea~<ts lies 
in the possession by the former and not 
by the latter of a spiritual and celestial 
degree of mind. If the higher faculties of 
the soul are open, the natural mind acts 
as a reagent for Divine purposes, but if 
not, it acts contrary. Thus the process of 
regeneration implies an actual retroversion 
of the natural mind. The origin of evil lies 
in the abuse by man of his two faculties­
liberty and rationality, which, in a per­
verted mind, are used to confirm evils and 
falses, whence they become part of the 
character, remain after death, .and pass to 
children by the law of hereditary trans­
mission of qualities. All evils, both here­
ditary and acquired, reside in the natural 
mind, which is thus diametrically opposed 
to heaven, and is, in fact, a little hell. In 
short, " The science of degrees manifests 
that all things of man's mind, or of his 
will and understanding, are included in his 
actions or works, just as visible and in­
visible things are included in a seed, fruit, 
or egg. 

How the universe was created, Sweden­
borg describes in Part IV. He ridicules 
the theory that creation issued out of 
nothing; since, says he, and truly enough, 
ex nihilo, nihil fit I The universe was, teste 
Swedenborg, created by God from Him-
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self, by means of the spiritual sun and its 
atmospheres and the natural sun and its 
atmospheres. By way of illustration, 
Swedenborg refers to a fact now well- · 
accredited in scientific circles, that a 
sphere of exhalations is continually 
emitted from the bodies of men, animals, 
plants, and even minerals; the emission~ 
are immensely voluminous and extend to 
a great distance ; they are composed of 
the finest and purest substances of th~ 
bodies from which they exhale, are mate­
rial, although invisible, and are active or 
inert in proportion to their distance from 
their source. The perfume of flowers and 
the attraction of the magnet are two out of 
innumerable instances that may be cited. 
By the Laws of Correspondences Sweden­
borg discloses the existence of spheres of 
an exactly analogous description emanat­
ing from the spiritual bodies of men and 
angels. These spheres are composed of 
affections and thoughts which in their 
ultimate spiritual form are the substances 
of which the spiritual body is framed. 
Consequently the characteristic quality of 
each person is actually projected, as it 
were, into the society in which he moves, 
and it is this, says Swedenborg, which 
gives rise to the impressions, either favour­
abie or the reverse, which often mark the 
entrance of a stranger into our midst. 
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Herein also lies an explanation of some 
wonderful phenomena exhibited in mes­
merism and spiritism. Carrying the ana· 
logy higher, Swedenborg discovers the 
spiritual sun and its atmospheres to be the 
operative energy of the Divine Being 
spreadin~ itst:lf out and infilling with life 
the least items of Creatbn's work. The 
sun's three atmospheres, which correspond 
to the aura, ether, and air of the natural 
world, serve analogous uses, i.e., they 
convey in · an accommodated form the 
Divine life to every angel, and sustain all 
things in their proper form by pressure. 
The three atmospheres are discretely 
separated from each other; connected 
together not by continuity but contiguity. 
and in proportion as they are remote from 
their source they become, relatively speak­
ing, inert, and form fixed substances cor­
responding to the water, rock, earth, and 
other elementary materials which, some 
philosophers maintain, are formed out of 
our earth's atmosphere. In no sense, 
however, are these substances Divine ; 
they simply contain the Divine life within 
them as the secret source of their sub­
sistence. And creation was not a work o£ 
time, since the Divine acts by instan­
taneous operation, not successive steps. 
Then Swedenborg shows that there is a 
aecret endeavour in earthy matters to re· 
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produce, and this endeavour runs through 
all the range of created things up to man, 
in whom all the various issues blend. 
Everything in creation, however mean, has 
its human use ; all these uses together form 
three principal uses, which are: (1) for 
sustaining and nourishing the body, (2) 
for perfecting the rational principle, and 
(3) for conjoining the soul to God. These 
three, Swedenborg persists, are one and 
indivisible, for " a man cannot be con­
joined to the Lord unless he be spiritual, 
nor can he be spiritual unless he be 
rational, nor rational unless his body be in 
a sound state." Truly this is a new ren­
dering of the maxim, mens sana in corpore 
sano ! By what has been said our readers 
will have been prepared for the statement 
that evil · uses, i.e.-" those things which 
destroy the rational principle and prevent 
man from becoming spiritual "-are net 
traceable to Divine sources, but originated 
with hell by human misuse of Divine life. 
Hell, like heaven, is connected with this 
world by correspondence, and :wherever 
here there are evil minds or noxious things, 
there in hell is the source of their sub­
sistence. As .all forms of animal and 
vegetable life derive their origin by influx 
from the spiritual sun, and nothing but 
their material clothing from the sun of 
nature,. :tbP. mo~e in which. the good be-
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..:omes evil and the true becomes false is 
by the passage· of the sun's rays into 
perverted receptacles, just as the sunlight 
passing into a stagnant ditch originates an 
evil smell. No one, declares Swedenborg, 
can fail to conclude when he studies the 
visible things of nature, that they must 
have had a Divine origin. 

In Part V. he describes the "Creation of 
Man," but it is man as a soul, and not as 
a structure built up of " cakes and ale." 
Referring to Genesis i. 26, he says, " The 
image of God there means the Divine 
wisdom, and the likeness of God the 
Divine love, wisdom being no other than 
the image of love, for love makes itself to 
be see.n and known. by wisdom . • •• The 
likeness and image of God appears plainly 
in the angels : love shines forth from 
within in their faces, and wisdom in their 
beauty, and beauty is the form of their 
love : this I have seen and know. A man 
cannot be an image of God according to 
His likeness unless God be in him and be 
his life from his inmost part." 

The genesis of man consists, therefore, 
in his formation into .an angel having the 
image and likeness of God ; the process is 
.gradual, and proceeds by stages, which are 
typified by the six days of creation; In 

;order that he may be capable of receiving 
·the Divine life, he is provided with a soul. 
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which is an organised substantial form, 
composeti of the purest spiritual sub· 
stances. It is an organism and a form, or 
how else, asks Swedenborg, can it re­
ceive and retain substances of surpassing 
potency and energy flowing from the Divine 
Being ? The soul has two divisions : the 
will is the dwelling-place of love and the 
birth-place of the affections ; the under­
standing is the habitation of wisdom and 
the source of the thoughts. The love and 
wisdom thus received is the very life and 
existence of the man. It passes by dis­
crete degrees into the brains, from thence 
into the heart and lungs, the nerves and 
blood, and through the blood into every 
atom of the body. Thus, strictly speak· 
ing, the quality of the life existing in first 
principles in the mind determines the 
quality of the life of the body. And the 
heart and lungs correspond to the will 
and understanding, so that an examina­
tion of the uses of the heart and lungs in 
the animal economy will, under analogical 
principles, illustrate the ways and means 
of spiritual existence to the comprehension 
even of the natural and doubtful mind. 
How there exists a marriage between 
heart and lungs, whence are derived all 
the great and little uses of the whole 
physique, and how by a similar unity of 
will and understanding under Divine aus-
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pices the soul ceases to be sensual, to 
creep, to vegetate, to go on all fours, and 
ultimately stands forth an angel-man, 
Swedenborg most adequately describes. 
We have already exceeded due limits 
however, and must pass on, simply ob­
serving that Darwin's theory of Natural 
Selection, Huxley's protoplasm, Tyndall's 
Heat and Light, Herbert Spencer's So­
ciology, would be all the better if infused 
with a little of Swedenborg's Divine Lot1e 
and Wisdom. 

We next find Swedenborg at Gottenburg 
in 1765, and while waiting there for a ship 
to convey him to England, he became ac­
quainted with Dr. Beyer, a very learned 
and eminent divine, who, having heard 
much concerning the Swedish seer of an 
astonishing nature, was surprised to greet 
an affable, scholarly gentleman, without 
any signs of hallucination about him at all. 
And when Swedenborg after dinner gave 
viva voce an account of his doctrines, Dr. 
Beyer was so much impressed that h~ 
begged Sweden borg to put the discourse in 
writing that he might consider it carefully. 
This Swedenborg did, and the acquain­
tance thus begun ripened afterwards into 
a close intimacy. Beyer proved a firm 
and ~fast friend, studied Sweden borg's 
works carefully, and held to them through 
much obloquy and persecution. He also 
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spent thirteen years in the compilation of 
an elaborate index to these works, but did 
not live to see it published. 

Arrived in London, Swedenborg repaired 
at once to his bookseller's, and was dis­
appointed to find that his works had not 
met with a very ready sale. This h~ 
ascribed to the hostility of the clergy to 
new doctrines. He did not stay long in 
London, since we find him back in Am­
sterdam in the latter part of 1765, where 
in a short time he published another work, 
The Apocalypse Revealed. As in former 
cases, he distributed copies of this work 
amongst those who he thought would 
read it, and particularly to universities and 
distinguished persons in England, HoHand, 
Germany, Sweden, and France. His old 
friends, Mr. Hart, of Poppin's-court, and 
Mr. Lewis, of Paternoster-row, advertised 
the work for sale by handbill at xss. per 
c:opy. 

The Apocalyptic mysteries seem to have 
engaged Sweden borg's attention for nearly 
ten years. In his Last Judgment he refers 
to an Apocalypsis Explicata which he has 
then (1759) in hand, but after proceeding 
with it as far as Rev. xix. xo, he discon­
tinued that work, for reasons which do not 
appear, and prepared a much more concise 
commentary-the Apocalypsis Revelata, 
which he published in 1766. • The un-
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finished work was issued posthumously; 
first in Latin (4 vols. 4to), in 1793, and in 
English (6 vols.) in 1815. It is chiefly 
distinguished from the later book by its 
more elaborate and detailed analysis of the 
Sacred text, and it has. therefore, been 
thought that Swedenborg stopped the 
Apocalypsis Explicata because of its 
bulkiness. 

The Apocalypse Revealed, as issued by 
the Swedenborg Society is in two volumes 
large octavo. To Swedenborg the " Reve­
lation of St. John the Divine," was the 
prophecy of that Last Judgment and End 
of the World, or Church, which, he main­
tains, took place in Hades in 1757, and 
which, as already mentioned, he claims 
to describe as a divinely-appointed eye­
witness. What John saw was seen by 
him when " in the spirit : " he does not 
explain, he simply describes; he is the 
appointed seer and recorder of this most 
mystical of scriptural prophecies, but 
neither he nor his contemporaries seem to 
have understood the matter aright. The 
exposition of t~e mysteries must, it is 
maintained, follow, not precede, the ful­
filment of the prophecy, and the expositor 
must be a seer like John, actually witness­
ing " in the spirit," the events to be 
narrated. So much, therefore, may be said 
to be in favour of Swedenborg's claim to 
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be the divinely-commissioned revealer of 
the great lessons of the apocalypse. For 
the rest we have only the internal evidence 
afforded by his book and the testimony 
as to his special capacity and fitness 
for the post : he also renounces entirely 
any originality in the composition of the 
Apocalypse Revealed, for "what man," he 
asks, " can draw such things from him­
self?" The merest analysis of his work 
would fill a good-sized pamphlet; suffice 
it to say, then, that it is an exposition,-Dr. 
Wilkinson expressively terms it " trans­
lation into spirit,'' of the internal sense 
of every phrase in the Book of Reve­
lations. But little attention is paid to 
the "letter; "-to orthodox divines so big 
with mystic importance and awful threat. 
Under Swedenborg's pen the Apocalypse 
becomes a narrative of the decline and fall 
of the Christian Church (typified by the 
Seven Churches of Asia); its exploration 
in the light of heaven ; its judgment and 
final consummation, as already described 

· in speaking of The Last Judgment. Then 
follows a description of the Second Coming 
of the Lord, and the descent of the New 
Jerusalem. The Second Advent is de­
clared to be not a personal appearance in 
the clouds of our sky, but a revealing of 
the Glorified Word in and through the 
clouds and obscurities peculiar to its literal 
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sense. And the Holy City New Jerusalem 
is not a new capital of Judrea, but a new 
system of doctrine for the Church, wherein 
the Lord alone is worshipped, the love of 
the neighbour supersedes the love of self. 
Charity is married to faith, the Word of 
God is an open book, enlightening, yet 
not contradicting the Arts and Sciences, 
the light and life of heaven flow un­
interruptedly down into the souls of men, 
religion and business are reconciled, God 
walks and talks once more with man, and 
Paradise is Regained. It is the regenera­
tive process of the individual man applied 
to the Church Universal; but the out­
ward forms of things are not necessarily 
disturbed, and time and space are not 
elements to be uconsidered. The most 
astounding revolutions which have taken 
place in human affairs, both internal and 
external, are those which have proceeded 
peacefully. No portion of Scripture has 
been the subject of so much debate and 
perplexity as the Apocalypse. Manifestly 
the matter is one of Interpretation, and 
many are the attempts which have been 
made-some of them furnished with a 
considerable armoury of scriptural and 
historical argument, to fasten on certain 
potentates, nations and denominations, the 
political and doctrinal application of the 
Sacred text. And when, from various 

L 
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causes, some of these attempts .have come 
to an untimely end, the controversy has 
been renewed over a rearrangement of sur­
viving fragments. It is a safe presumption 
that an interpretation of Scripture which 
kindles religious animosities, quarrels 
with the plain facts of Science, and fills 
timid people with apprehensions for the 
momentary safety of their persons and 
property, is out of harmony somehow with 
the benign purposes of Holy Writ. The 
system of interpretation, which Sweden­
borg uses, gives him one advantage over 
other commentators, inasmuch as it raises 
him above all the turmoil and bustle of 
party politics; enables him to plod peace­
fully through the work he has in hand, and 
produce a book which, at least, is full of 
practical wisdom. A recent report issued 
by the Sweden borg Society intimates their 
intention to publish a cheap edition of The 
Apocalypse Revealed, to be offered gra­
tuitously to students and teachers of 
religion of all classes. 

In ·April, or May, 1766, Swedenborg 
again visits England, partly to see what 
effect his new work would have on the 
Anglican clergy, and partly to introduce to 
the English Government his method for 
ascertaining longitude at sea by lunar ob­
servations. It appears the Government had 
been off~::ring since 1714 very large sums 
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for a reliable means of determining the 
longitude at sea, and one John Harrison 
had in 1735 submitted a time-piece which 
he had constructed for the purpose. After 
a wearisome delay, an Act was passed in 
1765 awarding £2o,ooo to Harrison for his 
invention, one half on his explaining its 
construction, and the other on showing 
that the chronometer could be made by 
other hands. Our readers will remember 
that Sweden borg in his early scientific days 
had strongly interested himself in this 
subject: in 1721 he issued a treatise On a 
Method of ascertaining the Longitude of 
Places, on Land or at Sea, by Lunar Ob­
servations, and this, probably by the advice 
of friends, he republished at Amsterdam 
early in 1766, sending copies to all the lead. 
ing Academies of Science in Europe. In a 
report to the Stockholm Academy, dated 
roth September, 1766, he relates his inter­
view with Lord Morton on the rgth of May, 
" who told me that on the 24th the Board 
of Longitude (which is a committee !)f 
select learned men) would meet at the 
Admiralty House and decide about Har­
rison's chronometer. There I met the 
Board,· and delivered to them ten copies of 
my pamphlet, which the secretary received 
and laid on the table. The Board did not 
believe there was any method of finding 
the longitude by the moon, and resolved. 
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that Mr. Harrison should receive the pro­
posed premium. I have since been in­
formed that several learned astronomers 
have approved of my method and are now 
working out ephemerides to bring the same 
into effect," and he concludes with the ob­
servation that "time will show" whether 
Harrison's chronometer would be workable 
or not. 

This is certainly the letter of a man of 
business, and it is a pity that our informa­
tion as to this interesting episode of Swe­
denborg's life is so meagre, and that we 
are left to conjecture what impression the 
aged seer made upon the English savans 
whom he met. Did they know aught of 
his seership, and wonder how the pen 
that wrote De Ccelo et Inferno, or Apoca­
lypsis Revelata, could so lucidly discuss 
knotty scientific problems ? Or had fame, 
which in those days marched slowly, not 
yet stirred the London air with Sweden­
borg's name ? 

In August we find him at Wapping pre­
oaring to start for Sweden, and the night 
before sailing he put up at the King's Arms, 
in Wellclose-square, kept by Mr. Berg­
strom, a Swede, who supplies many inter­
esting particulars concerning Sweden borg's 
habits and appearance. " I was personally 
acquainted with him," says Bergstrom, 
''he frequently called on me, and once 
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lived ten weeks in my house, during 
which time I observed nothing in him but 
what was reasonable and bespoke the gen­
tleman." Bergstrom and a Mr. Springer, 
then Swedish Consul for England, and an 
intimate acquaintance of Swedenborg's, 
were conversing together at the inn on the 
night above referred to, Swedenborg hav­
ing retired to rest early. Hearing him 
talking, they went to his chamber, and 
peeping through a little window in the 
door, saw him in one of his visions. They 
describe him as lying in bed, with his 
hands raised to heaven, his body trem· 
bling, engaged in earnest conversation with 
some invisible beings. The vision ceasing, 
they went in, and inquired if he was ill. 
~e said," No, but he had had a long dis­
course with the heavenly friends," and was 
in a great perspiration. His clothing being 
in the ship, he. borrowed a clean shirt, re­
tired to rest again, and slept till morning. 
It is a curious fact that Swedenborg's 
voyages to Sweden were almost invariably 
quick and safe passages, so much so that 
the captains were wont to welcome him, 
and one of them, Captain Harrison, said 
" Swedenborg might sail with him gratis 
whenever he pleased, for never since he 
was a mariner had he such voyages as 
when the seer was on board." And when 
bidding Bergstrom good-bye, Swedenborg 
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at this visit predicted that "with God's 
help we shall be in Stockholm this day 
week at two o'clock." This happened, so 
the captain afterwards informed Springer, 
exactly as foretold. Springer also testifies to 
t;Ome remarkable instances personal to him­
self of the Seer's spiritual prescience: "All 
that he told me respecting my deceased 
friends and enemies, and the secrets that 
were between us, almost exceeds belief •••• 
He explained to me in what manner the 
peace was concluded between Sweden and 
the King of Prussia .••• and who were the 
three personages of whom I made use in 
that affair, which, nevertheless, was an 
entire secret between them and me.' AlsG 
of a political quarrel with one Count 
Ekeblad which had nearly led to a duel, 
but was compromised, and a mutual 
promise made never to mention it. At 
another time Ekeblad tried to bribe 
Springer with Io,ooo rix-dalers, and the 
sum and all circumstances were related to 
Springer by Swedenborg, who stated he 
had heard them from the Count (then 
recently deceased) in the other world. 

About this time Dr. Oetinger, Bishop of 
Murhard, Wurtemberg, became an ardent 
admirer of Swedenborg, and translated 
some of his works into German, for which 
he was much persecuted ; the Privy Coun­
cil even issuing a decree forbidding him to 
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entertain Swedenborg, should the latter 
visit Wurtemberg. But Oetinger, who 
was a Behmenite and a pietist-a seeker 
after the occult and mysterious, had some 
doubts of Swedenborg's credentials, and 
questioned him as to the absence of signs 
and miracles; whether he had spoken with 
the apostles, and how it was that he, a 
natural philosopher became a seer. In his 
reply (Nov. IIth, 1766), Swedenborg de­
clares that miracles are useless as they do 
not· produce internal conviction; that if 
the Lord were now to appear in the sky 
attended with angels and trumpets, it 
would have no greater effect than Hi:i 
miracles had on the Jews who crucified 
Him ; that illustration (by which we 
presume he means interior perception), i>~ 
more effectual to work conviction than 
miracles; that he had conversed with 
Paul and John, also with Moses, and very 
frequently with Luther, and that he was 
divinely led from natural to spiritual philo­
sophy, because spiritual truths could only 
be rationally understood when viewed from 
their natural bases. " Moreover the Lord 
has given unto me a love of spiritual 
truth, not with any view to honour or profit, 
but merely for the sake of truth itself." 

Whilst at Stockholm Swedenborg re­
sided in a small six-roomed house which 
he had built in the Sudermalm in a retired 
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and almost solitary situation. At the back 
of the house was a large garden elegantly 
Jaid out, in which Swedenborg used to 
take much delight-spending a large sum 
annually upon it. He had only two 
servants, the gardener and his wife, to 
whom he gave all the produce of the gar­
den, and who lived in the house and ren­
dered him the merely nominal services he 
required of them. A principal feature of 
the garden was a handsome summer­
house, where Swedenborg sat and wrote, 
and received his visitors in fine weather. 
Here was a small hand-organ, on which he 
doubtless used to play, and it is probable 
he was fond of music. He afterwards 
built two other summer-housef;, one of 
them after the model of a structure he had 
admired at a nobleman's seat in England. 
In a corner of the garden he had a "maze" 
constructed ; at the end of this was a door 
which, when opened, discovered another 
door, with a window in it. A visitor going to 
open this door would fancy that through 
its window he saw a green arcade, in 
which a bird's cage was suspended ; but 
the window was a mirror. One day a 
little • maid tripped into Swedenborg's 
s'ummer-house ancl begged he would show 
her an angel! " Certainly, my dear. 
Come with me," said he, smiling kindly as 
he led her by the hand through the garden 
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and its labyrinth, until they came to the 
secret window, when he said, " Look 
through this window and you will see an 
angel." The little one looked, and saw­
her own face in a mirror. 

Swedenborg had a very hardy constitu­
tion, and suffered but seldom from even 
the most ordinary " ills that flesh is heir 
to." He once had a toothache, but re­
fused to take any remedy, saying the pain 
was induced by the presence near him of 
certain hypocritical spirits, and would dis­
appear when they departed. He relates 
instances of ailments and sufferings, some 
of them extremely painful, which he was 
told were induced by malignant spirits who , 
sought his destruction. When asked why 
he conversed with such wicked creatures, 
he said, " Those whom the Lord defends 
might be encompassed by all the powers 
of hell, and suffer no injury •••• so that I 
have no fear in conversing with the very 
worst of the infernal crew •• ; . Disorderly 
lusts and passions vitiate the blood in its 
essence .•.• and cause disease and death. 
Did man live in order he would enjoy 
health to old age, when he would shed his 
earthly frame without suffering and enter 
heaven at once as an angel." Like many 
sedentary men Swedenborg had a delicate 
stomach, and suffered in the later years 
of his life from stone. He paid no atten-
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tion to day and night. " When I at!l 
sleepy,'' he said, "I go to bed I" Somt!­
times he lay in a trance for several days ; 
his servants occasionally heard him ar­
guing loudly, or weeping bitterly, but 
if questioned he explained that these 
were states of trial in which he was 
tempted or shocked by evil spirits. On 
one occasion he did not rise from bed for 
so long a time that his servants (whom 
he had ordered not to disturb him) began 
to be frightened, and thought of calling in 
his relatives, but the next day Swedenborg 
was himself again, and told them he had 
been quite well, and had wanted for· 
nothing. The gardener's wife relates that 
one day after his dinner (usually bread 
soaked in boiling milk), she went into his 
room and saw that his eyes shone with a 
bright flaming appearance, at which she 
exclaimed " In God's name, sir, what is 
the matter? You have a fearful look I" 
Sweden borg replied," Do not be frightened. 
The Lord has so disposed my eyes that 
spirits can look through upon this world." 
When he conversed with good spirits his 
countenance was calm, radiant, and pleas­
ing, whereas when with evil ones his face 
wore a sorrowful and pained expression. 
Towards the end of his life he became 
somewhat absent-minded, but only to a 
very slight extent. His domestic habits 
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and circumstances were neat and simple 
in his journeys he made no parade, and 
encumbered himself with no "conveni­
ences" or servants. His library consisted 
only of the Bible-of which he had four 
editions in Hebrew, a Greek Testament, 
and four Latin Bibles, and the indexes to 
his own works. In money matters he was 
at once frugal and liberal, generous and 
prudent. He always sold his books at less 
than cost price, and gave them away freely. 
He neither gave to beggars, nor lent his 
money, all of which he required, he said, 
for travelling and printing. 

As may be imagined, Swedenborg had 
numerous visitors, to whom he was always 
sociable and kind, whatever the nature of 
their varied inquiries. Some consulted 
him as to the state of their relatives or 
friends after death ; widows sought to 
know how their husbands fared. Others 
besought him to divine where lay certain 
property which had been lost, stolen, or 
hid. To such mere curiosity-mongers he 
almost invariably refused gratification, 
urged them to lay aside their searches, and 
gave much salutary advice. He was 
shrewd enough always to have one of his 
servants in the room, and to insist on the 
conversation being in Swedish, lest what 
was said might be distorted out of doors. 
On one occasion a young man went to the 

,,, "'"'Coogle 



156 EMANUEL SWEDENBORG: 

house with the purpose of. assassinating 
Swedenborg. He was met at the door by 
the gardener's wife, who, having a presenti­
ment of something being wrong, told th~ 
man Swedenborg was out, but he would 
not believe her, and rushed through the 
house into the garden. But a nail in the 
lock of the door caught in his cloak, and 
in the endeavour to disengage it his naked 
sword fell from under the cloak to the 
ground. So much confused was he at this 
contretemps that he made his escape with 
all speed, and, so the story goes, was 
afterwards killc:d in a duel. There is no 
evidence that he knew anything of Swe­
denborg; it was doubtless an instance of 
that homicidal mania towards distin­
guished persons which now and then 
occurs. 

The Rev. N. Collin, a Swedish clergy­
man, who paid a visit to Swedenborg in 
1766, says that "at that time he was a 
great objc:ct of public attention in the 
capital, and his extraordinary character 
was a frequent topic of discussion." The 
aged Swedenborg received Collin very 
kindly, and after conversing together for 
some hours, Collin requested as a great 
favour that an interview might be procured 
between himself and a brother recently de­
ceased. But Swedenborg E:.tated that com­
munication with the spiritual world, except 
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for cogent reasons, was not granted. And 
when Collin confessed his desire sprang 
from brotherly affection, and a curiosity 
regarding the after life, he was told that 
was not sufficient, "that if any important 
spiritual or temporal concern had been in­
volved he would have solicited permission 
from those angels who regulate such 
matters." On another occasion Bishop 
Hallenius, the successor to Swedenborg's 
father, paid the Seer a visit. The conver­
sation turned on sermons, and Swedenborg 
said to the bishop, inter alia, " You insert 
things that are false in yours." On this 
the bishop told the gardener (from whom 
the anecdote comes) to retire, but Swe­
denborg commanded him to remain. 
The conversation was then continued, 
and each referred to the Scriptures in 
support of his assertions. At the ter­
mination of the visit Swedenborg severely 
censured the bishop for avarice and 
various unjust actions. "You have," said 
he "already prepared yourself a place 
in hell, but I predict that you will some 
months hence be attacked with a grievous 
illness during which time the Lord will 
seek to convert you. If you then open 
your heart to His holy inspiration your 
conversion will take place. When this 
happens write to me for my theological 
works, and I will send them to you." As 
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Swedenborg predicted, so it happened. 
Some months after one of the Bishop's 
officials called on Swedenborg and stated 
that he, the bishop, had passed through 
a vc::ry s~:verc:: illness, but was quite 
recovered and altogether a changed 
man " doing good everywhere, and re­
turning three and fourfold what he had 
unfairly acquired." Hallenius ever after 
wards openly "maintained that Swe. 
denborg's writings were a most precious 
treasure given for the welfare of man. 
kind." 

In 1768 Swedenborg again comes to 
London. He was now 8o years of age, 
and his friend M. Robsahm meeting him 
in his carriage riding out of Stockholm 
expressed surprise at his taking such a 
journey at his age, but Swedenborg 
cheerily replied, " I have yet another 
voyage of this kind to make.'' What he 
did in London and how long or where. 
he stayed is not known, but he was 
back again in Amsterdam in November, 
when he issued his work " On Conjugial 
Love and its Ohaste Delights, and o"n 
Adulterous Love and its Insane Pleasures, 
by Emanuel Sweden borg, a Swede." 
This was the first time he had affixed 
his name to any work since he be­
came a Seer; the occasion of his now 
doing so was that he desired to take 
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upon himself all responsibility for the 
statements and vitws contained in this 
work. 

One of the most striking doctrines 
enunciated by Swedenborg in his work on 
Heavm and Hell, is that which regards 
heaven as essentially "a home," and the 
;.ngels simply as men and women, per­
fected, but in every respect human; " the 
spirits of just men made perfect "-living 
together in God-appointed wedlock and 
domestic felicity. In the present volume 
this doctrine is fully worked out. The 
author maintains that the distinctions of 
sex are eternai and ineradicable; spiri­
tually, mentally, and thence constitu­
tionally, man is male and woman female 
hereafter as here, and the love of the sex 
remains after death. Instead of our word 
"conjugal" (from conjugo, "to yoke to­
gether") Sweden borg introduces a more 
expressive term," conjugial" (formed from 
conjugium," a marriage "). True conjugial 
love is the union of one man with one woman 
as to first principles, and is only possible 
with true Christians. It derives its origin . 
from the Lord, in whom the male prin­
ciple Wisdom, and the female principle 
Love, are blended in Infinite and Eternal 
Marriage. In the highest sense man repre­
sents and is a recipient of Wisdom; woman 
represents and receives Love from the Lord; 
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and as in the Divine these are infinitel' 
one, and omniproductive, so it is divinely 
ordained that man and woman should bt: 
one Humanity, bearing the image and 
likeness of their Maker. They are two 
that in freedom and from mutual attraction 
they may become one, even from first 
principles to ultimates. True marriage 
love arises, therefore, in heaven, and passes 
downwards and outwards until it culmi­
nates in the conjugial bond with its in­
numerable felicities. In the highest or 
celestial marriage an effort towards unition 
springs first from the inbred attraction oi 
Man's Wisdom for Woman's Love, and 
vice versa/ whence come the fruits o£ 
celestial peace and joy. A similar attrac­
tion exists between Goodness and Truth, 
Charity and Faith, whence is derived 
spiritual harmony. Similarly the Intellect 
unites itself to the Emotions, and mental 
potency results, with its wondrous brood 
of Arts, Sciences, Literature, Poetry, and 
Invention. From these celestial, spiritual 
and mental marriages descend the innu­
merable delights which flow from a well­
ordered marriage in the world : every such 
union contributing to the perfection of 
humanity and the glory of God. Obversely 
from the perversion of these higher union~ 
spring all marital coldness, discord, hate, 
separation, divorce: all social impurity, 
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all profane, adulterous love, and their 
horrid hell-born train. 

Unable to find in his time examples ot 
truly conjugial Jove, Swedenborg applied 
in prayer to the Lord, and was supplied 
with an angel guide, who conducted him 
into the society of those in heaven who 
had lived in the g·olden, silver, copper, and 
later ages of the world. From these he 
learns the nature of truly conjugial Jove, 
and is enabled to trace how breaches of 
marital purity were the rocks upon which 
nations and Churches broke up, and how 

polygamy and its relations coincided in 
origin with that almost utter extinction 
of religious life which preceded the advent 
of the Messiah into the world. These 
matters are narrated in several" Memorable 
relations," of exceeding beauty and sug­
gestiveness. 

Swedenborg next explains that passage 
Luke xx. 34• et seq.; which seems to con­
tradict his doctrine of angelic wedlock. 
But he explains it as referring not to 
the corporeal union our Lord's Sadducean 
auditors understood to mean marriage, 
but to that spiritual conjunction between 
man and his Lord, which is regeneration, 
and which must be begun here or not at 
all. Moreover, all in whom that heavenly 
marriage has taken place are in mystic 
conjunction already with the partner of 

M 
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their eternal joys-they may not meet here 
in propria persona, but when death rends 
asunder the veil which obscured their 
vision, they mutually recognise, approach, 
and are conjoined to each other-no more. 
to part. Such marriages are celebrated in 
heaven, but the celebration is but the 
confirmation of a bond which has always 
existed. And connecting the passage Luke 
xx. 34 with others which teach that mar­
riage is of eternal duration, it seems to need 
some such interpretation. For surely those 
who here are enforced celibates, living the 
tiresome solitude of bachelor or spinster 
are not so to continue for aye I 

Swedenborg's unimpassioned descrip­
tions of the loves of the angels are so 
full of romantic suggestions that it is to 
us a matter of surprise so few modern 
romance writers have dug here for their 
materials. In England, Mrs. M. B. 
Horton, Mrs. Hume Rothery, and in 
America, T. S. Arthur, Miss E. S. Phelps, 
Chauncey Giles, and some other charm­
ing writers have rendered some of Swe­
denborg's views into popular tales. In 
France, Balzac, in his novels, Louis Lam­
bert and Seraph£tus Seraph£ta, Charles 
Baudelaire in his Fleurs du Mal, and 
Theophile · Gautier in his Spirite, draw 
largely upon Swedenborg's theories, but, 
as may be expected, the theories are tra-
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vestied and sensualised past all recogni­
tion. It remained for Wilkie Collins, who 
makes the romance of matrimony his 
specialite, to fill up the void, and he has 
done so, to all appearance with consider­
able fidelity, in a serial story entitled "The 
Two Destinies," now appearing in Temple 
Bar. Swedenborg's tht:ories are repre­
sented by one Dame Dermody, who was 
strongly possessed by the faith that her 
(deceased) husband was always near her­
her guide by day and guardian by night. 
" Holding this faith she was in no respect 
influenced by those grossly material ideas 
of modern growth which associate the pre­
sence of spiritual beings with clumsy con­
juring tricks and monkey antics performed 
on tables and chairs. Dame Dermody's 
nobler superstition formed an integral part 
of her religious convictions-convictions 
which had long since found their chosen 
resting-place in the mystic doctrines of 
Emanuel Swedenborg. The only books 
which she read were the works of the 
Swedish Seer. She mixed up Sweden­
borg's teachings on angels and departed 
spirits, on love to one's neighbour and 
purity of life, with wild fancies and kindred 
beliefs of her own." The Dame was by 
birth and breeding a lady; in her youth 
abe had married, from love, a labouring 
man, and found in the union perfect hap· 
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piness. Hence she regards with com$)~ 
cency, fosters, encourages, and prophe3.t.a 
respecting the linked destinies of her 
niece, a bailiff's daughter, and the son ef 
the bailift's employer. The novel describes 
the sympathetic unity of these young souls, 
sustained amidst years of enforced separa­
tion by parent first, and subsequently by a 
variety of circumstances, all of which pro­
vide the author with startling situations, 
which he depicts with his usual skill. 

Apropos of marriages in heaven we may 
here state that Swedenborg, in his latter 
years, used to say that a wife awaited him 
in the spiritual world,-not Emerentia 
Polheim, but the Countess Gyllenborg, 
widow of the President of the Royal College 
of Mines, to which Swedenborg was As­
sessor. According to Mr. White, the 
countess survived her husband ten years ; 
she passed away in 1769, aged fifty-five. 
" She was no ordinary woman. She pub­
lished in Stockholm, in 1756, a quarto 
volume of 628 pages, entitled Marie BIJsta 
Del (Mary's Better Part), and in 1760 a 
second volume, of 1,180 pages- both 
anonymously. The volumes are composed 
of meditations on Scripture, and religious 
counsel in prose and verse, and reveal a 
mind well-versed in theology and softened 
in a pious, poetic, and mystic spirit. They 
contain no tincture of Swedenborgianism, 
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but one may infer from their tenour that 
she would offer no n:sistance to the 
heavenly doctrines, but probably receive 
them with hearty welcome." 

But to return. Swedenborg further 
.asserts that truly married partners remain 
together in happy oneness to eternity. 
Those who have not made such fortunate 
selections, but who live honest, holy lives, 
making the best of their position and each 
other's comfort, meet again after death, 
but gradually finding that their union is 
not interior, they separate, and in due 
course meet with suitable partners pro­
vided by the Lord from creation. No 
children result from angelic wedlock, but, 
instead, there is continual augmentation 
of mutual love, love to the Lord, know­
ledge, wisdom and power and felicity. 

But "truly conjugial love is at this day 
so rare," says our author, that its exis­
tence is scarcely known. It originates in 
the marriage of goodness and truth, and 
corresponds to the mystic union of the 
Lamb with the Church, ·and is synony­
mous with regeneration. " It is celestial, 
spiritual, holy, pure, and clean above every 
other love imparted by the Lord to the 
angel11 and the men of the Church," It is 
the base and continent of all loves, but 
belongs only to those who love the Lord 
Rnd the precepts of His Word; 
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" Who know what'a right ; not only ao, 
But always practise what they know." 

To Swedenborg the word marriage was 
writ large throughout all creation. Every­
where he perceived duality dissolving into 
unity and reproducing. Every man is a 
form of truth ; every woman a form of 
goodness; and their union typifies the 
marriage of these twin elements of god­
liness. In the abstract sense, truth and 
goodness are never separated ; let them 
be united in fact and in practice, and all 
Creation becomes once more harmonious. 
In true marriage the man loves primarily 
the goodness in the soul of his wife, and 
she loves the wisdom in his. The attrac­
tion is then irresistible, and ultimately all 
impediments to perfect coalition are swept 
away. In heaven such pairs, says Swe­
denborg, actually appear at a distance as 
one angel. 

In the next chapter Sweden borg explains 
fully the nature of the mystic conjunction 
between the Church and Christ, a union 
of which the Word testifies in every part. 
Moreover, the Bible is the medium of 
such conjunction, because it is essentially 
the Lord Himself. So far, then, as man 
receives and appropriates in daily life the 
precepts of the Word, the Lord builds up 
the Church in him, and so far is he pos-
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sessed of true conjugiallove. The Church 
derives its existence and doctrine from the 
Lord solely through the Word, and the 
test of its condition at any time is the 
accordance of its doctrines with the direct 
teachings of Scripture. The state of ·a 
Church which has falsified the truths of 
the Word and worshipped more than one 
Deity is symbolised in the prophecies by 
adultery. 

Upon the subject of chastity the author 
makes some unique observations. He de­
clares that neither infants, nor adults, nor 
celibates, nor vestal virgins, as suck, are 
truly chaste, but only those who deliberately 
reject all impurities of life and thought as 
sins against God-thus from religious 
principle. Marriage is better than celi­
bacy, and the marriage of one man wirh 
one wife upon truly conjugial principlc:s 
alone constitutes essential chastity. 

In the next two chapters Swedenborg 
discloses some beautiful arcana respecting 
the wondrous process by which a conjugial 
pair become indissolubly one-a process 
which, commencing in the first days of 
marriage, continues to eternity. The wife 
is the recipient first of conjugiallove from 
the Lord, and through her it is transmitted 
to the husband. Hence all his affc:ction 
for her .is fed and inspired by this.-holy 
fountain of love in her soul. Her affection 
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is constant: his baa alternations; but "a 
faithful bridegroom is aff~cted solely by his 
bride." In all their vocations the duties 
and tastes of wife and husband are distinct; 
the duties of the wife cannot properly be 
pt:rformed by the husband, nor fJice flers4; 
thus individuality is maintained. Possess­
ing within them the essentials of youth, 
beauty, strength, their love never fades 
nor cools-it rather increases in exquisite· 
ness, purity, and efficacy, and the older 
they grow the younger do they become. 
•• The states of this love are innocence, 
peace, tranquillity, inmost friendship, full 
confidence, and a mutual desire of mind 
and heart to do every good to each other. 
And the states derived from these are 
blessedness, satisfactions, delights, and 
pleasantnesses, and from the eternal enjoy­
ment of these is tierived heavc:nly felicity 
-but these things can only exist in the 
marriage of one man with one wife." 

Physiologists teach that the human body 
undergoes changes which within specified 
periods amount even to an entire re­
construction. Swedenborg announces a 
similar law and process for the spiritual 
body, and no more potent source of such 
changes is there, he says, than that re­
sulting from the commerce of marriage. 
The husband partakes of the amiability, 
gentleness, purity of hia wife: she likewise 
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acquires strength, solidarity, wisdom 
Their spiritual constitutions daily become 
more noble, beautiful, godlike, and the 
p!Jysique even frequently participates in 
the benefit. Children born of such parents 
inherit the faculty, if sons, of becoming 
wise, and, if daughters, of loving the 
things which wisdom teaches ; they start 
on life's pilgrimage well equipped. Some 
of the general results of conjugial love 
enumerated by Sweden borg are a constant 
growth in true wisdom, the happiness of 
dwelling together perpetually increases, 
friendship, unity, concord reign at home 
and abroad, everything is estimated ac· 
cording to its eternal value, and the love 
of being useful is ever stimulated. But 
all this is reversed where the marriage ia 
ill-assorted. 

Descending from these sublime sub­
jects, Swedenborg now discusses tho 
causes of coldness, separation, and di· 
vorce ; also of apparent love, friendship, 
&c., in marriage. The causes of coldness 
enumerated are various: some internal, 
proceeding from religious diff~rences and 
deficiencies; others external, such as dis-, 
similarity of mind, manners, or position, 
love of pre-eminence, low estimate of 
marriage contract, &c. Causes of separa­
tion are vitiated states of mind and body 
Adultery alone is the just cause of divorce. 
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The various causes of accidental and tem­
porary states of coldness are also referred 
to. Many marriages are the result of 
mere caprice, mistake, or are mere con­
tracts for the disposition of property. 
Sooner or later the discovery is made that 
the union is not a fact, or that it is not of 
the inner heart, and coldness or disunion 
threatens with its discomforts and heart­
burnings. Then Swedenborg argues that 
the virtue not possessed should be as­
sumed. For the sake of domestic order, 
peace, comfort, the care of infants and 
placing out of adults, of reputation, busi­
ness, property in hand or heritable, and 
other causes, justice and prudence urge 
that ext~-;nal affection should be stimulated 
and encouraged, ''the bonds of matrimony 
must continue in the world till the decease 
of one of the parties," the marriage contract 
is not annulled when it becomes tiresome, 
and it is best that friendship should con­
tinue, when true conjugial love is absent. 
Surely never was a harder case than 
Janet's in Auld Robin Gray I yet she 
sings-
•• I gang like a ghaist, and I canna like to spin, 

I dare nae think o' Jamie, for that would be a sin; 
But I'll do my best a gude wife to be, 
For auld Robin Gray is very kind to me." 

Swedenborg regards the formality of 
betrothal and the ceremonies and fcs-
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tivities of nuptials as necessary, orderly, 
and useful. The right of selection belongs 
to the man : to woman the right of consent, 
which she should only give a,fter mature 
deliberation with herself, and her parenta or 
guardians. Consent should be succeeded 
by solemn betrothal, because thereby the 
souls of the young couple are first united, 
and when, after due lapse of time, the 
nuptials are celebrated religiously and for­
mally, the union becomes complete and 
orderly. But if marriage be entered into 
with undue precipitation, conjugial love is 
destroyed. 

To remarriages by widows or widowers 
Swedenborg sees no obstacles, if the pre­
vious unions have been but external. 
Where partners have dwelt together in 
conjugial love, the survivor will neither 
desire nor be willing to enter into a re­
marriage, unless where the care of young 
children, a large house and the distractions 
of business, compel. But polygamy, 
·Sweden borg declares, is utterly impure, 
heathenish, and corrupt, especially in the 
Christian Church, which alone possesses 
true conjugial love. Yet to Mahometans, 
ancient Jews, and others, who from igno­
rance or religious beliefs committed poly­
gamy, a different law is applied. Not 
being in the Church of Christ, they know 
not its laws, and cannot be justly con-
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demned for infraction of those laws. If 
they worship One God, and act up to 
their best conceptions of right, they go 
to a heaven of their own, suited to their 
" natural " condition, but no polygamist, 
as such, can become spiritual, or enter the 
Christian's heaven, or associate with its 
inhabitants. 

After describingthe character of Jealousy. 
which, with the good, arises, we are told, 
from just grief and fear lest the loved one 
be injured or lost, and with the evil pro­
ceeds from hatred, revenge, towards the 
offender, Sweden borg concludes his treatise 
on Conjugial Love with a chapter on the 
Love of Infants. Whilst by the first the 
Lord provides for the increase of His 
children, by the love of infants he secures 
their preservation. The affection for off­
spring permeates all animal and human 
natures. The mother is most influenced 
by the love of infants, which, in an abstract 
sense, is the love of innocence and peace. 
As the child grows in stature and know­
ledge, the nature of this affection suffers 
change. Those parents who are spiritually 
married regard their children solely as 
held in trust from the heavenly Father, 
and they love them for the sake of, and 
according to their wisdom, morality, piety, 
and goodness. If these qualities be ab­
sent, then love ceases. On the other hand, 
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parents who are yoked, but not unit~d, 
naturally and not spiritually minded, re­
gard their children as their own, and love 
them according as they agree with thei1 
tastes and ambitions; hence pride, self-love, 
vanity, &c., &pring up, and weakness, or 
even vice, is often excused. The love of 
infants remains after death, especially with 
women, and all children who die in in­
fancy are in heaven placed under the caro 
of angels, and educated by them under the 
direction of the Lord. The process of educa­
tion is gradual, and consists of the ex­
pansion and development of all the powers 
of the young immortals by the influx of 
wise and good principles, and the repre­
sentation of divine things in symbols and 
picture-parables. Infants are in the in­
nocence of infancy, a negative condition, 
but this heavenly education brings them 
to the innocence of wisdom, that second 
childhood which is the characteristic of the 
highest angels. 

Having completed his treatise on the 
chaste delights of truly Conjugial Love, 
Swedenborg proceeds to depict in that 
cool, simple, philosophic style peculiar to 
him, the essential nature of Adulterous 
Love, as it exists amongst infernals, and 
in that region of the unregenerate mind­
the carnal and bestial plane-with which, 
it is said, hell is correspondent. The 
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editor supplies in an explanatory note a 
digest of the principles upon which Swe­
denborg's statements are founded, and this 
introduction serves, as is doubtless its in­
tention, to check any irrational revulsion 
of feeling against the author, which the 
mere mention of some of the topics 
discussed may excite in the minds of 
prurient readers. And it is a fact that a 
large portion of the critical abuse levelled 
at Swedenborg's head is based upon cri­
tiques of this work-some of them so 
inaccurate as to suggest that the authors 
suffered from indigestion consequent upon 
a "cram." Like juries, reviewers are 
useful, but not immaculate. We have 
heard somewhere of one who used to read 
through three or four times the work he 
was reviewing ere be put pen to paper, but 
such instances are rare as the blossoming 
of an aloe, and, when found, deserve to 
be recorded with scrupulous accuracy, for 
the delectation of future antiquarians. 

Anxious to learn how Swedenborg had 
so suddenly descended from the high pin· 
nacle of " a religious, blameless life " to 
retail things improper to be known, we 
were at the pains to read for ourselves, 
not for purposes of criticism, but for in­
formation only. 

The previous treatise dealt with the 
loves of the angels; this one treats of 
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the vicious appetites of the •• natural man " 
and the best means by which they may 
be restrained and modified, where re­
moval or reformation is impossible. Swe­
den borg speaks of man as "born with 
a propensity to evils of every kind, 
derived from his parents, and these re­
side in his natural man, which of itself 
is diametrically opposed to the spiritual 
man. The natural man, with his lusts, 
ought to be conquered, subdued and in­
verted ; for otherwise the man cannot stir 
a step towards heaven, but must needs 
cal't himself more and more deeply into 
bell. The natural man, considered in 
himself, differs not at all from the nature 
of beasts-indeed, with regard to his will, 
to all intents and purposes he is a wild 
beast." This, then, is the man of whose 
corruptions, both latent and active, Swe­
denborg treats. But nowhere do we find 
levity, indelicacy, grossness, or sensuality 
in the narration; on the contrary, as a 
terribly severe rebuke to vice, the work is 
a support to virtue ; no "natural man " 
could read it unappalled. We are every­
where reminded that-

•• Vice ia a monst~r of such frightful mien 
That to be hated needs but to be seen." 

In fact, such a book must be estimated 
according to its purpose, its accuracy, and 
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its usefulness ; not according to the lax 
notions which rebuke an author who dis· 
covers the true nature of vice, while a 
score of novelists-not aU of them ... Con­
tinental-who foul the printing press with 
pictures of infamy in charming dress, are 
read with avidity. Swedenborg's purpose, 
an expose of the terrible nature of adultery 
and its kindred vices, is good in itself, and 
those portions which do not seem to fit 
English character are obviously derived 
from his experience of Continental society. 
Those who, as magistrates, physicians, 
or philanthropists, have become painfully 
familiar with the various forms of social 
evil as it exists in the lowest haunts of 
vice, or in "the best society," are probably 
best able to judge the accuracy and truth· 
fulness of Swedenborg's portraiture. In 
one respect, and that the ruling principle 
of the whole treatise, they would agree 
with him, since it is the root of the cor­
rectest ideas of criminal reform, and its 
soundness is recognised. Thus Sweden­
borg maintains that it is the truest wisdom 
to permit a minor form of social t:orruption 
to exist, if thereby a greater evil is ob­
viated, rather than by repressing forcibly 
all the avenues of criminal passion, convert 
it from a mild and curable complaint into 
a consuming fire, which one day bursts all 
buunds like a volcano, and encompasses 
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the ruin of the good and v!rtuous. And 
there is one other leading proposition ol 
Swedenborg's equally important to be re· 
cognised, i.e., that there are degrees even 
in adulterous love. His definition of adul­
tery agrees with Mat. v. 28. He insists that 
whoever does not regard this evil as sin in 
faith and life is not a Christian, neither 
has he any religion. He:.Lven is closed 
against those who practise it, for this evil 
is " profane, infernal, essentially diabolical 
-as opposite to conjugial love as hell is 
opposite to heaven." Obviously there are 
offences against purity not so grievous, 
and reclamation is possible upon repent­
'lnce and amendment of life. Others, 
again, are still less grievous-proceed from 
ignorance or mal-education, and are but 
temporary states, out of which the criminal 
may pass and ultimately become by mono· 
gamic marriage and regeneration pos­
sessed of that most priceless jewel of the 
Christian's crown-conjugial love. Very 
important are the distinctions thus made 
by 5wedenborg, as therein these evils are 
laid bare to the core, their causes and con­
sequences traced as no other writer has 
traced them, and the psychopathist and 
physician are furnished with materials for 
the treatment of social corruption in all 
phases. Having given the keys of Swe­
denborg's position, it is inadvisable, nor 

H 



I 7 8 EMANUEL SWEDENBORG : 

would our readers thank us to pursue the 
subject further. 

Amongst the numerous memorable re­
lations insterspersed between the chapters 
of this work is one in which Swedenborg 
states that after he had concluded his 
meditations on conjugial love, and had 
begun those on adulterous love, suddenly 
two angels presented themselves, and 
said, "We have perceived and understood 
what you have heretofore meditated upon, 
but the subjects which now occupy your 
thoughts have for us no mea·ning or value. 
Say nothing about them, for · they are 
nothing.' ' But,' I replied, ' this love on 
which I am now meditating is not '"no· 
thing, . but something, because it exists.' 
But they said, ' How can there be any love 
which is not from Creation? Conjugial 
love is from Creation, and join~ two who 
are capable of becoming one. · How can 
there be a love which divides and separates! 
What youth can love any maiden but the 
one who loves him in return ? ' On hear­
ing this I asked the angels from which 
society of heaven they were. They said, 
• We are from the heaven of innocence. 
We came infants into this heavenly world, 
and were educated under the Lord's aus­
pices ; and when we came to the maturity 
of ,our states, we were joined together in 
conjugial love in its first spring. We are 
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now husband and wife, and as we were 
ignorant of any other love than what is 
truly nuptial and conjugialJ therefore when 
we were made acquai1;1ted with the ideas 
of your thought concerning a strange love 
directly opposed to our own, we could not 
at all comprehend it, and have descended 
in order to ask you why you meditate 
on things that cannot be understood ? " 
Swedenborg endeavours to show them 
that good has its opposite, which is evil, 
but the explanation only saddened them, 
and they departed. 

Our space precludes a more extended 
reference to this novel work which, we be­
lieve, has no counterpart in literature .. It 
does not strictly belong to Swedenborg's 
doctrinal system, and has not met with a 
very cordial or ingenuous reception. It 
would have been strange had an age which 
is a practical contradiction of Sweden borg's 
views met them with a welcome. Perhaps 
when the world's mood changes it will be 
willing to confess that the aged Norseman, 
bachelor as he was, contributed much to 
the solution of some most difficult social 
problems when he wrote De Amore Con­
fugiali. 

Whilst at Amsterdam on this occasion 
Swedenborg contracted a close intimacy 
with one John Christian Cuno, a wealthy, 
cultured, and pious Amsterdam merchant, 
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whose autobiography contains much in· 
teresting matter concerning the grea1 
man's doings at Amsterdam and Cuno'a. 
opinion of him-which seems to have been 
fair, honest, and favourable. Meeting by 
accident in a bookseller's shop, Cuno was 
delighted to receive an invitation to 
Swedenborg's lodgings-some comfortable 
rooms over a haberdasher's shop, kept by 
a young couple with a goodly number of 
children, amongst whom Swedenborg was 
a great favourite. Cuno says: "He im . 
pressed me with the profoundest vene­
ration for the Saviour of the world on 
whose Divinity his whole system rests. 
If at times he maintains many palpable 
errors, and is therefore not to b~ separated 
from heretics, yet I do not easily find in 
him the motives whereby most heretics are 
misled." Swedenborg's landlady told 
Cuno their distinguished lodger gav~ no 
trouble. "I wish indeed," she said, "he. 
would stay with us as long as he liv~s. 
My children will miss him most, for h( 
never goes out but he brings them something 
nice. The little things are fonder o' 
him than of me and their father." 
Cuno had an opportunity of ascer­
taining that Swedenborg was possessed ol 
an annual income from realised property 
of Io,ooo guilders, besides other moneys. 
" All his works, printed on large and ex-
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pensive paper, he gives away, and from 
his booksellers requires no account ; yet 
they charge him as much as ever they can, 
and pay themselves pretty well •••• He 
lives very sparingly-chocolate and biscuit 
forming his usual dinner." As to his per­
sonal appearance, Cuno affirms " he is 
indeed, for his years, a marvel of health. 
Although he is more than twenty years 
older than I am, I would not venture to 
run a race with him, for he is still as active 
upon his feet as a young man." Cuno 
thought Swedenborg's eyes possessed ex­
traordinary beauty-" Out of his smiling 
light blue eyes, which he kept fixed on me 
as we conversed, it always seemec.l as if 
truth itself were speaking. Scoffers who 
came prepared to ridicule the old man, 
forgot their mockery and listened with 
mute attention to his conversation about 
the spiritual world. It was as if his eyes 
had the power of imposing silence upon 
every one.'' He dined out frequently, and 
was always of sociable and agreeable 
temper, answering his tormenting ques­
tioners with urbanity. 

Cuno relates that about this time news 
reached Amsterdam that Pombal, the 
Portuguese Reformer, had been hanged by 
the Bishop of Coimbra. Upon this being 
told to Swedenborg, he said, " It is not 
true ; he is not hanged. I have seen the 
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Pope (Clement XIII., recently deceased) 
and had a joke with him on the business. ·• 
As the news of the execution was in . all 
the papers Swedenborg's contradiction was 
discredited, but it was subsequently proved 
that he was literally correct, and the papers 
wrongly informed. 

Swedenborg now issued at Amsterdam 
(1769) A Brief Exposition of the Doctrine 
of the New Church, a small treatise, t<> 
which he affixed his name, and in a letter 
to Dr. Beyer (March 1769) he says it 
shows clearly "the errors of the doctrines 
of justification by faith alone, and the im­
putation of the righteousness and merits 
ofJesus Christ. I have sent,'' he con­
tinues, "this treatise to all the clergy 
throughout Holland, and I intend to send 
it to the most eminent in Germany." 

He anticipated this little brochure would 
have a somewhat disquieting effect upon 
the Protestant clergy, and the sequel shows 
he was correct to some extent. He be­
speaks Beyer's assistance in distributing 
the book amongst the clergy of Gotten burg, 
but on hearing that the Dean had de­
nounced his writings in the Gottenburg 
Consistory, he thought it prudent not to 
push further in that direction lest he might 
injure Dr. Beyer's position. 

·In April 1769, Sweden borg journeyed to 
Paris " with a design," he says, " which 
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must not be made public beforehand." Ac· 
cording to Dr. Wilkinson, this was no other 
than the publication of a small pamphlet, 
viz., The Intercourse between the Soul and 
the Body. He had spoken well in his 
writings of 11 the noble French nation," 
and had found many sympathetic readers 
in France. It may be that he kept his 
designs secret lest the persecution which 
had commenced in Sweden should hamper 
his operations. At Paris he submitted his 
MS. to M. Chevreuil, censor of the press, 
requesting permission to publish it, which 
was granted on the 11 customary " con­
dition that the title-page should say 
"printed at London" or "Amsterdam." 
To such a subterfuge truth-loving. __ Swe­
den borg would not stoop, and took his MS. 
to London. It has been supposed that 
the work in question was Vera Christiana 
Religio, but this work could hardly have 
been ready for the press in 1769. There 
were some rumours (apparently des­
titute of foundation) that while at Paris 
he was connected with some secret society 
of a politico-theologico description, and 
ordered to quit by the authorities, but 
this he himself has flatly denied. Again 
the Riographie Universelle alleged that an 
artist named Elie assisted him pecuniarily 
and otherwise in his work, but this too has 
little reliability. From Paris he passed to 
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London, and at once issued his treatise on 
The Intercourse between the Soul and Body, 
a small tractate on a very large question. 
In it be examines the only three hypo­
theses which can be framed on the subject, 
viz. (x) Pre-established harmony, or the 
reciprocal action of · the soul and the body 
-Leibnitz's theory; (2) Physical influx­
the Aristotelian or Materialist theory; and 
(3) Spiritual influx-the Cartesian theory, 
which Swedenborg adopts. Briefly stated, 
his theory is, that God alone lives, and 
from Him, as from a sun, life flows into 
all created forms, from the highest angel 
down to the soil of the earth ; each suc­
ceeding formation enclosing and subsist­
ing from a preceding one. The Material 
is the garment of the Spiritual. The Soul 
is a Spiritual Substance, an organised 
human being. The body derives all its 
life, form, sensibility, from the soul, and 
loses these when the soul departs. 

Swedenborg's works did not excite so 
much attention in England as he might 
have expected, but he made several valu­
able friendships. One of his disciples was 
Dr. Hamp~, Preceptor to George II., and 
another was Dr. Messiter, of Broom­
bouse, Fulham, who assisted in the dis­
tribution of Swedenborg's works amongst 
people of distinction. In a letter, with 
some works tc & friend in Edinburgh, 
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Dr. Messiter, after commenting upon 
Swedenborg's extraordinary attainments, 
Rays: "he is so totally insensible of 
his own merit that I am confident 
he does not know that he has any, 
and as himself somewhere says of the 
angels, he always turns his head away on 
the slightest encomium." Another con­
vert was the Rev. Thomas Hartley, an 
eminently pious and devout man of catholic 
views who translated several of Sweden­
borg's works into English, and proved him­
self a steady friend. Dr. Hartley has left 
records of the intimacy which are valuable, 
and we give a few sentences bearing upon 
points in Sweden borg's character not before 
referred to. 

" He is so far from the ambition of head­
ing a sect that wherever he resides on his 
travels he is a mere solitary •.•• He has 
nothing of the precisian in his manner, 
nothing of melancholy in his temper, and 
nothing in the least borderittg on the enthu­
siast in his conversation and writings." 
And in reply to Hartley's offer of pecuniary 
assistance, he says : "As to this world's 
wealth I have what is sufficient, and more 
I neither seek nor wish for." Again, in 
reference to the possibility of persecution, 
Swedenborg responds: " I live on terms 
of familiarity and friendship with all the 
bishops of my country, who are ten in 
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number; as also with the sixteen senators 
and the rest of the nobility; for they know 
that I am in fellcwship with angels. The 
king and queen also, and the three princes, 
their sons, show me much favour: I was 
once invited by the king and queen to dine 
at their table-an honour which is in gene­
ral granted only to the nobility of the 
highest rank; and likewise, since, with 
the hereditary prince. They all wish for 
my return home : so far am I from being 
in danger of persecution in my own country, 
as you seem to apprehend, and so kindly 
wish to provide. against, and should any· 
thing of the kind befal me elsewhere, it 
cannot hurt me." But while Swedenborg 
was penning this cheerful letter, trouble 
and persecution were brewing for him and 
his friends at home which obliged him to 
leave London for Sweden in September 
1769. 

The effect of Swedenborg's persistent 
circulation of his works amongst the nobi­
lity and clergy of Sweden began now 
to be manifest in the adhesion of an in­
creasing number of distinguished Swedes 
to his views,-Royalty itself even openly 
honouring hi;n. This sort of thing did 
not please some of the Swedish eccle­
siastics, and a conspiracy, headed by 
Bishop Filenius (a nephew of Sweden­
borg's, 'and President of the House of 
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Clergy) and one Dean Ekebom, of Gotten· 
burg, was started to crush the heresy in 
the bud. Several copies of the work De 
Amore Conjugiali, which Swedenborg had 
sent before him to Sweden, intending to 
distribute on his arrival, were seized as 
"contrary to the teaching of the Lutheran 
Church." Sweden borg ptotested; the work 
was not theological at all, and the clergy 
had no business with its revision. Bishop 
Filenius, who had ordered the seizure, 
hypocritically promised his assistance to 
get the books returned, and did nothing. 

When Swedenborg discovered Filenius 
was deceiving him, he reproached him 
strongly, likened him to Judas Iscariot, and 
said that " he who spoke lies, lied also in 
his life." The conspirators tried another 
plan. Swedenborg and his friends Drs. 
Beyer and Rosen were members of the 
Diet, and it was arranged that the Seer 
should be publicly questioned in the Diet, 
as to the proofs of his mission, when he 
would, with his wonted ardour and sim­
plicity, recount his experiences, and they 
would then be able to declare him the sub­
ject of delusions, and have him consigned 
to a lunatic asylum. Count Hopken heard 
of the plot, and wrote to Swedenborg, 
advising him to fly the country. Sweden­
borg was deeply grieved at this news, and 
going into his garden, he fell upon his 
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knees and prayed the Lord to direct him 
what to do. " A response was immediately 
receifJed from an angel that ' he might rest 
securely upon his arm for the night,' where­
by," says Sweden borg," is meant that night 
in which the world is sunk in matters per­
taining to the Church." Thus comforted 
Swedenborg remained quiet, and in the 
result the plot seems to have been dropped, 
and he suffctred no harm. Another serious 
annoyance was the prosecution of his 
friends, Drs. Beyer and RosC:n, by Dean 
Ekt.bom for heresy. Swedenborg heard 
of this while at Amsterdam, and wrote 
from thence remonstrating with the Con· 
sistory of Gottenburg. It happened that 
Ekebom had stated, in his deposition, 
that he did not, and would not know 
anything of Swedenborg's doctrine, nor 
had he even seen his works. This was 
a capital handle for Swedenborg, and he 
made good use of it against his adver­
sary. To an accusation of Socinianism 
he vigorously retorts " it is a horrid 
blasphemy and untruth. Socinianism sig­
nifies the negation of the Divinity of 
our Lord J~sus Christ, when neverthe­
less His Divinity is the chief doctrine of 
the New Church." He defends his doc­
trine by citations from Scripture from th~ 
Formt4la ConcorditZ, and the authority of 
the Fathers. Ekebom's accusations, sup· 
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ported in the Diet by clerical deputies from 
Gotten burg, were only too willingly listened 
to by Bishop Filenius, who appointed a 
committee of investigation into Sweden· 
borgianism. The report of this com· 
mittee was, however, strongly in favour of 
Swedenborg, and matters began to look 
bad for his adversaries. 

They now gained permission to appeal 
to the King, in Council, and in the result 
the Gottenburg Consistory were ordered 
to render an account of the troublesome 
heresy. Dr. Beyer replied to the charges 
against him in a manful and spirited " De­
claration respecting the writings of 
Swedenborg," wherein he bases his de­
ft<nce upon an article of the Swedish 
church, according to which, Holy W·rit 
alone was to be taken as a guide in 
judging doctrines. Under such a proviso 
Swt'denborg's doctrines were safe from at­
tack, and hence Dr. Beyer was able to 
triumphantly declare that " so far as I 
have been able to study, I have found in 
them nothing but what closely coincides 
with the words of the Lord Himself, and 
that they shine with a light truly Divine." 
The Ekebom persecutions troubled Swe­
denborg but little; he had received 
promise of Divine support, and could now 
prosecute his labours undisturbed by the 
clamour raised against his works. In facl 
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he wrote to Dr. !Seyer to this effect: "Cla­
mour does no harm, being like the ferment 
in new wine which precedes its purification, 
for, unless what is wrong be winnowed 
and rejected, the right cannot be discerned 
or received." Hence he "did not stir one 
step to defend his cause, knowing that the 
Lord Himself, our Saviour, defends His 
church." But, when he found, after many 
months, that the Consistory came to no 
decision, and hostile rumours of all 
descriptions were being promulgated, he 
appealed direct to the King. In his 
letter (May, 1770) he complains that 
he has been attacked and not allowed 
to defend himself; be calmly re-asserts 
his divine mission, and shrewdly argues 
that he cannot do for his persecutors what 
God had done for him, "and convince 
them by their own eyes and ears • , • I 
cannot enable them to converse with 
angels and spirits, nor can I work miracles 
to dispose or force their understandings 
into the comprehension of what I say," 
but "when my writings are read with atten­
tion and cool reflection " they would 
prove he could not have "acquired sucb 
knowledge, save by open acquaintance 
wit~· the spiritual world." In the July fol­
lowmg he wrote to the Universities of 
Upsal, Lund, and Abo, urging them not to 
be swayed by any hostile decision the 
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Gotten burg Consistory might come to. But 
the persecution ended in smoke, the Con­
sistory dropped it and came to no decision. 
Shortly before leaving Stockholm for the 
last time, (July, 1770), Swedenborg had an 
interview with the King who said " The 
Consistory has been silent on my letters 
and your works," and placing his hand 
upon Swedenborg's shoulder, continued 
"We may conclude that they have found 
nothing reprehensible in your books, and 
that you have written in conformity with 
the truth." His adversaries, however, 
succeeded in prohibiting the further im­
portation of his books, against which 
Swedenborg intended to appeal, but it is 
not known whether he did so. 

Swedenborg next addressed the Royal 
Academy of Sciences, of Stockholm, and 
sent a paper on the subject of" the Horse 
as the Correspondence of the human under­
standing," concluding with a statement that 
the Egyptian Hieroglyphics were interpret· 
able by means of the science of correspon­
dences. The Egyptians, more than any 
people in Asia, he says, cultivated this 
science, but in process of time they lost it 
in Idolatry-forgetting the substance in 
the symbol. The lost science had now 
been again revealed to the world through 
him (Swedenborg), that the Divinity of 
the Word might be manifested, and he 
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~ffers to explain to the Academy, the 
meaning of the Hieroglyphs if they wished 
it. In what way the academy treated the 
subject is not known, which is unfortunate. 
If the Seer was correct in his views of 
this new science it would prove a valuable 
acquisition to Professor Max Miiller, Mr. 
George Smith, and their co-investigators 
of ancient hieroglyphics ! 

Towards the end of the summer of 1770, 
Swedenborg left Stockholm for Amster­
dam, to publish "The whole Theology o£ 
the New Church, the foundation whereof 
will be the worship of our Lord the 
Saviour." On leaving he placed in the 
hands of M. Robsahm a judicial protest 
against examination of his works in his ab­
sence. In reply to Robsahm's inquiry if 
they would meet again, he said, " I do not 
know whether I shall return, but of this 
you may be certain, for the Lord has as­
sured me-l shall not die until the book I 
have just finished is printed. Should we 
not see each other again in this world we 
shall meet in the presence of our Heavenly 
Father if we do his commandments. He 
then took his leave as cheerfully as if he 
had been a man of thirty," and left his 
native land for ever. The ship was de­
tained by contrary winds, off Elsinore, and 
nere General Tuxen, Commissioner of War 
for Denmark, obtained an introduction to 
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Swedenborg, and paid him a visit in the 
ship. General Tuxen was ushered into 
the Seer's presence without notice, and he 
says, " I found the Assessor seated in un­
dress, his elbows on the table, his hands 
supporting his face, which was turned 
towards the door, his eyes open and much 
elevated. I was imprudent enough to ad­
dress him at once, expressing my happi· 
ness at meeting him, whereon he started, 
(for be had been in a trance or extasy as 
his posture evinced), rose with some con­
fusion, advanced a few steps from the 
table in a singular and visible uncertainty, 
as was plain from his countenance and 
hands. He soon recovered himself and 
welcomed me," and, after the usual con­
gratulations, be " dressed himself as 
deftly as a young man of one.and·twenty," 
and accompanied General Tuxen to his 
house where he spent a soci!ll and musical 
evening with the General's wife and family. 
Tuxen asked him if there were any in 
Sweden who approved his theology, and he 
named a few bishops and some of the 
senators, and among the latter the famous 
Statesman, Count Hopken, of whom he 
spoke favourably. When asked how many 
in this world favoured his doctrines, 
Swedenborg replied, " Not many as yet. 
The number may be so or thereabout, and 
in proportion the same number in the 

0 
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world of spirits." Tuxen inquired how a 
man might know whether he was on the 
road to salvation. "It is very easy," said 
Sweden borg, "He need only try himself 
by the Ten Commandments-Does he 
love and fear God ? Is he happy at the 
welfare of others ? Does he envy them ? 
If excited by injury to anger or revenge, 
does he subdue his resentment because 
God has said that vengeance is His ? and 
so on. If to such questions he can answer 
yea, he may rest assured he is on the road 
to heaven; but, if nay, he is on the road 
to hell." 

According to Mr. White, General Tuxen 
found Swedenborg's works an antidote to 
scepticism and the fascinations of Voltaire. 
His first impressions were the reverse of 
favourable ; herein, however, he shares in 
an experience which we believe is common 
to most readers of Swedenborg. Tuxen 
writes : " I confess when I first began to 
read his works, and cast my eye on the 
passage, • a horse signifies the understand­
ing of the Word,' I was repulsed. After­
wards I read them attentively in series 
from the beginning, and though I found 
many things in them which surpassed my 
comprehension, yet I remembered .. the 
answer of Socrates, when his ·opinion was 
sought concerning the writings of Hera-

.clitus,-• I do not u11derstand them every-



THE SPIRITUAL COLUMBUS. 195 

where, but what I do understand is so 
excellent that I do not doubt that what 
I do not understand is equally good.' This 
encouraged me to read more and more ; 
by what I read I profited, and I came to 
the conviction that no system of divinity 
is more worthy of God and consolatory to 
man, and so I will believe until convinced 
that any part thereof is either contrary to 
Scripture or to sound reason.'' It were 
well if General Tuxen had a few imitators 
in these days of hasty criticism ; many an 
author's fame has suffered at the hands of 
those who stop at "first impressions.'' 

Cuno is again our informant upon Swe­
denborg's doings in Amsterdam, where, in 
January, 1771, he was busy supervising 
the publication of his new book. Cuno 
says: "I could not conceal my astonish­
ment that he should subscribe himself on 
the title-page, ' Servant of the Lord ] esu!:' 
Christ.' " Swedenborg replied, " I have 
asked, and have not only received permis­
sion, but have been ordered to do so.'' 
Cuno continues: " It is surprising with 
what confidence the old gentleman speaks 
of the spiritual world, the angels, and of 
God Himself. • •• I know not what to 
make .of him; he is a problem I cannot 
solve ; " and then, half rebukingly, he 
adds: u I sincerely wish that upright men 
whom God has placed as watchmen upon 
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the walls of Zion had some time ago 
occupied themselves with this man." But 
perhaps Sweden borg was as much a source 
of perplexity to the watchmen of Zion as 
he was to Cuno I 

It was about Midsummer, 1771, that 
Swedenborg brought out his last work­
" Tht True Christia" Religion, co11taining 
the Universal Theology of the New Ohurch, 
foretold by the Lord in Da11iel, ch. vii., 
"· 13, 14, and in the Apocalypse, ch. xxi., 
tl. x, 2. By Emanuel Su•edenborg, Ser­
vant of the Lord Jesus Ohrist." As pub­
lished by the Swedenborg Society, it is a 
volume of 915 pp. 8vo. The heads of 
doctrine discussed (each in an exhaustive 
and systematic style) are-(1) The Divine 
Being as the Creator, (2) The Redeemer, 
and (3) The Holy Spirit, (4) The Sacred 
Scriptures, (5) The Decalogue, (G) Faith, 
(7) Charity, (8) Free Determination, 
(g) Repentance, (10) Reformation and 
R~generation, (11) Imputation, (12) 
Baptism, (13) The Holy Supper, and 
(14) The Consummation of the Age, 
the Second Coming of the Lord, 
the New Heaven, and the New Church. 
Then there are supplemental portions, 
describing the condition of Luther, Me­
lancthon, and Calvin, also of the Dutch, 
English, Germans, Papists, Rom ish saints, 
Mahomedans, Africans andj ews in the spi-
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ritual world ; also seventy-six "Memorable 
relations of things heard and seen" in that 
world (all of which are given to prove or 
illustrate doctrines previously enunciated); 
Analytical Indices of the whole contents 
of the work, and a List (occupying fifteen 
closely-printed pages) of the passages 
cited from the Scriptures. The True 
Christian Religion contains, in an easy and 
appreciable form, the sum and substance of 
Sweden borg's severaltheological and philo­
sophical works : moreover, it is polemical 
(which many of those works are not); 
and occasionally his criticisms of some 
"forms of faith," or of the lives of profes­
sing Christians, are scathing. The work 
ts relieved of much of its dryness by an 
almost superabundance of analogies, illus­
trations, and comparisons, and is alto­
gether an unique and soundly logical code 
of theology, perfectly astonishing in its 
simplicity, its comprehensiveness, its al­
most mathematical completeness. " It 
forms," says an able writer, "a noble 
monument of the industry of the old man, 
now eighty-three years of age ; the crown­
ing work of a long and laborious life, the 
productions of which as to mass alone may 
well fill us with amazement." Such a 
work as this True Christia11 Religion fur­
nishes material for hundreds of sermons 
and books; and since the Sweden borg 
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Society, aided by a donation from the late 
Mr. Attwood, has recently dispensed nearly 
s,ooo copies to preachers and teachers of 
religion (gratis), we may now expect to 
find Swedenborg's ideas cropping up in 
every direction. We cannot join in any 
cry of alarm at this, because, if false, 
Sweden borg's views will not bear the keen 
air of free controversy ; and if true, they 
must, sooner, or later, find their level, for 
Alagna est veritas et prevalebit. 

Many of Swedenborg's contemporaries 
were delighted enough with his philo­
sophy or doctrine, but sadly perplexed by 
the " Memorable Relations " interspersed 
between the chanters of his various works. 
Count Hopken ·took an opportunity of 
remonstrating in a friendly way with 
Swedenborg about mixing "his beautiful 
writings with so many memorabilia of 
which ignorance makes a jest and deri­
sion. He answered me that their insertion 
did not depend upon him; that he was too 
old to sport with spiritual things; that he 
was too concerned about his eternal hap­
piness to give way to foolish notions, and 
assured me on his hope of salvation that 
he had truly seen and heard whatever he 
had described. It may be so : the Church 
cannot.judge of mysteries, nor can I." 
But Paxton Hood, in his excellent Bio­
graphy of Swedenborg, is enthusiastic in 
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hi~ admiration of these memorable rela­
tions, which he judges to be as _much 
essential portions of Swedenborg's reve­
lations as the numerous visions and mys­
teries referred to in the Bible are integral 
portions of the Scriptures. Accordingly, 
he enters into a lengthy and eloquent 
examination of these memorabilia, and 
courageously facing a difficult position, 
declares his opinion that Swedenborg 
neither dreamed nor fancied, but actually 
witnessed the phenomena he describes. 

One of Swedenborg's admirers, no less 
a personage than the Landgrave of Hesse 
Darmstadt, wrote him a letter (July, 1771), 
enquiring inter alia whether the ,gift of 
seership was transferable, to which Swed­
enborg replies in the negative, and says: 
"The Lord Himself must open the spiritual 
sight. A spirit is sometimes permitted to 
enter a man and communicatft to him some 
truth, but it is not granted to the man to 
speak mouth to mouth with the spirit. It 
is even very dangerous, for the spirit enters 
(and establishes) the man's self-love which 
is at enmity with heavenly love." And in 
another letter to a Baron Hazel, of Rotter­
dam, he speaks still more strongly. " The 
Lord provides that spirits and men should 
seldom converse together. Their open in­
tercourse would be more dangerous than can 
be imagitzed. Unless the Lord Himself 
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introduces a man to the spiritual world, 
and especially preserves and protects him 
(as he has done in my case), he may 
endanger his soul and imperil his life. The 
Lord Himself guards me from the many 
and malicious devices and temptations of 
spirits. I therefore dissuade you from all 
desire to possess this intercourse." In the 
face of statements like these, which are 
frequently met with in Swedenborg's 
works, it is a matter of wonder that 
the "Apostle of the New Jerusalem" is 
often catalogued with the modern Spiri­
tualists. Swedenborg sent two copies of 
the True Christian Religion to the Land­
grave of Hesse Darmstadt in July 1771, 
requesting him to submit it to the ecclesi­
astics of his Duchy, but "choose those'' 
says he, "who love the truth, and who love 
it because it is the truth" (amongst such 
Sweden borg looked always for a just appre­
ciation), but he continues," Others will see 
in the work no light, but merely darkness." 
The True Christian Religion having been 
safely launched, Swedenborg's mission 
was fulfilled ; yet, as if determined to pass 
away in literary harness, he again takes 
up his pen, and c:>mposes a Ooronis or 
appendix to that work, elucidating some 
interesting points, and "An Invitation to 
the New Church, wherein he states that 
" the New Church is established not by 
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miracles, but by the revelation of the 
spiritual sense of the Word, and by my 
introduction to the spiritual world;" de­
clares that the Holy Spirit is not an arbi­
trary gift, but "is the Lord Himself, who 
is perpetually present with every man, 
whether good or evil, and that without 
His presence no one could live •••• The 
origin of all the errors of the Church has 
been that men live of themselves.'' Both 
these treatises were published posthu­
mously. 

Swedenborg now leaves Amsterdam for 
the last time, and arrives in London at the 
beginning of August, 1771. He at once 
repaired to his former lodgings, 26, Cold­
bath-fields, the house of Mr. Shearsmith, 
wig and peruke maker, and took up his 
abode there as described at the commence­
ment of our sketch. Here he remained 
quietly and peacefully awaiting his sum. 
mons to "that bourne from whence no 
traveller returns." His presence, Mrs. 
Shearsmith testifies, " was a blessing to 
the house; whilst he was with us we had 
harmony and good t'lsiness." If these 
worthy people liked their lodger, he also 
respected and trusted them, so much so 
that he used to send Shearsmith::to his 
drawer for money to pay himself his bills. 
Amongst the visitors of Swedenborg in 
these last days was the Swedish chaplain, 
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the Rev. Arved Ferelius, who has left in­
teresting details of his visits, some of which 
we :extract. Swedenborg went sometimes 
to the Swedish church, but he told Ferelius 
that " he had no peace there on account of 
spirits who contradicted what the preacher 
said, especially when he spoke of .three 
persons in the Godhead. Many may sup­
pose," continues Ferelius, " that assessor 
Swedenborg was a very singular and ec­
centric person ; this was by no means the 
case. On the contrary, he was very agree­
able and complaisant in company; he 
entered into conversation upon every sub­
ject. and accommodated himself to the 
ideas of his acquaintance. He never 
spoke of his own writings and doctrines 
except when inquired concerning them, 
when he always spoke as freely as he 
had written. If, however, he observed 
that any one desired to ask impertinent 
questions or to ridicule him he immediately 
gave an answer which silenced the aggres­
sor without making him any wiser." 
Another visitor, Mr. Burkhardt, Clerk to 
the Swedish Chapel, says "Swedenborg, 
is a.'good and holy man, much given to 
abstraction of mind ; even when walking 
he sometimes seemed absorbed in prayer. 
Latterly he took but little notice of thin~s 
and people in the streets." But the Rev. F. 
Okley (Moravian), who paid Swedenborg 
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a visit, was not so favourably impressed. 
\Vriting to Wesley (Dec. 1772) he treats 
our subject somewhat superciliously. 
"Baron Swedenborg is to me a riddle. 
• • •. He told me I could not understand 
his Vera Christiana Religio without a 
divine illumination, and I am obliged to con­
fess that I have not yet a sufficiency of it 
for that purpose." 

On Christmas Eve (1771) Swedenborg 
had an apoplectic seizure which deprived 
him of speech for a time and lamed one 
side. He lay for three or four weeks 
taking no nourishment but a little tea 
without milk, and cold water, and once 
some currant jeJiy. After that time he re­
covered and ate and drank as usual. Con­
sidering his herculean literary labours-all 
performed with his own hand, it is astonish­
ing that some such prostration did not 
earlier befall him. His friends Hartley and 
Messiter visiting him about this time put 
it to h'im to declare whether all he had 
written was strictly true or whether any 
portions were to be excepted. Sweden borg 
replied warmly: "I have written nothing 
but the truth, as you will have more and 
more confirmed to you all the days ofyour 
life, provided you keep close to the Lord 
and faithfully serve Him alone, by shunning 
evils of all kinds as sins against Him, and 
diligently searching His word, which from 
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beginning to end bears incontestible witness 
to the truth of the doctrines I have de· 
livered to the world." 

John Wesley had a copy of the True 
Christian Religion sent to him by Sweden­
borg, and, whether he read it or not, he 
formed a strong desire to see and converse 
with its author, but this wish he kept to 
himself. One day, towards the end of 
February, 1772, he was engaged with his 
preachers· arranging circuits, when the fol­
lowing note was handed to him : " SrR,-
1 have bem informed in the world of spirits 
that you have a strong desire to converse 
with me. I shall be happy to see you if you 
will favour me with a visit.-EMANUEL 
SwEDENBORG." Wesley perused the note 
in great astonishment; after a pause -he 
read it aloud, at the same time confessing 
his secret desire to see Swedenborg. He 
wrote, in reply, saying he was preparing 
for a six months' preaching tour, and 
would wait upon him on his return, but 
Swedenborg answered that the proposed. 
visit would be too !at«, as he (Sweden borg) 
would " go into the world of spirits on the 
2gth of March, never more to return." 
But Wesley, who was nothing if not 
methodical, would not. vary his plans, and 
the two great men never met-at least 
not lln terra firma. One of \Vesley's dis­
ciples, the Rc:v. Samuel Smith, who was 
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present when the letter was read, and 
supplies the anecdote, was sufficiently 
curious to investigate his writings, and, 
in the result, became an. open advocate 
of them. 

Two or three weeks before Sweden­
borg's decease (says Springer) he was 
temporarily deprived of spiritual sight, 
and no trial he had endured distressed him 
so keenly: he repeatedly cried out, " Oh, 
my God ! hast Thou then forsaken Thy 
servant at last ? " In a few days his pre­
cious gift returned, and he was happy. 
Springerinquired when the New Jerusalem 
would be established, and Swedenborg 
replied, "No mortal can declare the time: 
no, not even the celestial angels ; ·it is 
known to the Lord alone." Another old 
friend, Bergstrom, the inn-keeper, also 
paid him a visit. It was suggested that, 
as Swedenborg's end was approaching, he 
should take the Holy Supper, and to this 
he consented. Ferelius was sent for, and 
took the opportunity of seriously exhorting 
Sweden borg "to publish the truth to the 
world, and recant either the whole or a 
part of what he had adva:1ced, since he 
had now nothing to expect from the world, 
which he was so soon about to leave for 
ever," whereupon Swedenborg raised him­
self half upright in bed, and, placing his 
sound hand (the other was palsied) upon 
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his breast, exclaimed, with great zeal and 
emphasis, "As true as you see me before 
you, so true is everything I have written. 
I could have said more had I been per­
mitted. When you come into eternity 
you will see all things as I have stated and 
described them, and we shall have much 
to say concerning them to each other." 
Then, "with deep and affecting devotion, 
with folded hands, and with head un­
covered, he confessed his own unworthi­
ness, and received the Holy Supper." 
Afterwards he presented Ferelius with the 
Arcana CtZlestia, of which only nine copies 
remained unsold. 

Sunday, the 2gth of March, 1772, 
the day on which Swedenborg had pro­
phesied he would " go into the spiritual 
world, never more to return," came at 
last. Mrs. Shearsmith and the servant· 
maid were sitting at his bedside in 
the afternoon, probably wondering within 
themselves if the prophecy would be ful­
filled, for he had a month previously 
communicated to them the date of his 
departure, so cheerily, that the servant 
makes the comparison-" He was as 
pleased as I should have been if I was 
going to have a holiday or going to some 
merry-making." He retained perfect pos­
session of his faculties to the last. Hearing 
the clock strike, he inquired the time, and 
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upon being answered " Five o'clock," he 
said, " It is well: I thank you. God bless 
you." A few moments later he had yielded 
himself into the hands of his Maker. 

The arrangements for Swedenborg's 
funeral were made by one Mr. Lindegren, 
a city merchant, and the undertaker was 
Mr. Robinson, of Ratcliff Highway. In 
accordance with a custom of the time, the 
body was laid in State at the undertaker's 
for s~:veral days. The funeral took place 
on the sth of April, with all the ceremonies 
of the Lutheran religion, and the Rev. A. 
Ferelius officiated. The body was interred 
in a vault of the Swedish church in Prince's­
-square, near the Tower of London. In 1857 
two memorial tablets in marble, bearing 
inscriptions in English and Swedish wert! 
erected " by one oi his English admirers " 
in the south wall of the church, and still 
remain. Mr. White states that the remains 
were three times molested by curious and 
superstitious visitors, who took away relics. 
The House of Clergy in Sweden requested 
Ferelius to render an account of his 
knowledge of Swedenborg, which he did, 
but the document is missing. On the 7th 
October, 1772, Chevalier M. Sandel de­
livered, on behalf of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences, Stockholm, a remarkable eulo­
gium of Swedenborg in the Hall of the 
Swedish House of Nobles, and several 
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years after a medal was struck in his 
honour. Eleven years after his death· five 
admirers of his writings met together 
(5th December, 1783) at the "Queen's 
Arms Tavern," now St Paul's Hotel, St. 
Paul's Churchyard, and out of this meet­
ing afterwards sprang the New Jerusalem 
Church. 

• • • • 
Swedenborg was one of four things. 

Either he was an impostor, Or he was a 
fanatic, enthusiast, or madman, whose ec­
centric, diseased, or superabundant imagi­
nation, gave birth to the works he has pro­
duced, Or he was a mere spirit medium­
a clairvoyant, whose utterances were either 
wholly . or principally self-derived-- a 
climber over the walls of separation wisely 
placed by providence between terrestrial 
and celestial lands. Or he was a true 
Seer and teacher, raised up for specific 
divine purposes, and plenished from first 
to last with the zeal and wisdom required 
for his office. 

There is a singular deficiency of the 
element of imposture in him. An impo­
sition is invariably based upon some de­
sire of gain or power, or reputation. 
None of such dirt bespatters Sweden borg's 
robes. When he heard, or thought he 
heard, a call from on high, like a true dis­
ciple, he left all and followed his Master-
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fhe office he held, the scientific repu­
tation he had c::arned, the wealth his dis· 
coveries and works were reaping and to 
reap for him, the European-nay, cosmo· 
politan-fame before him, were all resigned 
for the pursuit of truth in spheres where tht:: 
world could neither follow nor sympathise 
with him. Our Spiritual Columbus had 
heard of a new world, and he must needs 
voyage to discover and explore it. He 
flung himself heart and soul into his new 
pursuit, albeit the task was so gigantic. 
He lived humbly, frugally-his diet was of 
the plainest; he published work after work 
at his own cost, and gave any profit for the 
spread of the Gospel. For years his books 
went forth anonymously, on their merits. 
Unostentatious to a degree, he never 
sought followers, and though he made 
friends wherever he went, they never stood 
between him and his work. He was 
satisfied to deliver his Master's message, 
and sought neither to anticipate results 
nor hasten them by proselytising. Of him 
it cannot be said that : 
" Born for the Universe, he narrowed his tr.ind. 

And gave up to party what was m.ant for man-
kind." 

Although conservative in some respects, 
he is a leader of free thought and a free 
press ; he was no ascetic, he loved 
chiidren, and he was not a recluse-he 

1" 
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enjoyed soc:iety. Nor was he self-asser­
tive or controversial; he meddled with no 
disputes, stated his view. patiently, and 
referred cavillers to his ix>oks and their 
Bibles. He practised as well as preached 
the hard doctrine that heaven's felicities 
are attainable only by persistent resistance 
of evil as sin against God, and a life in 
conformity with the Decalogue. His life 
and his works are coherent, consistent, 
innocent. He was never a sceptic of God's 
existence or goodness ; trusting in Him 
like a child he believed in himself and his 
mission, but lived for mankind. It is 
easier to presume be was mistaken than 
that he has wilfully deceived. 

It is not an easy thing to find traces of 
insanity, fanaticism, or even heated en­
thusiasm in him. In early life his mind 
was carefully and severely cultured, and he 
developed a vigorous and acute intellect, 
and a capacity for the most profound and 
sustained thought. All this Titanic mental 
power is equally visible in his spiritual 
works ; from the first down to the last 
there is no sign of moral, mental, or 
physical feebleness and decay. The tran­
sition period of 1743-5 may have altered 
his perceptions, but it did not, ap­
parently, diminish his intellectual power. 
His immediate ancestors exhibit no ten­
dency to madness. His father bad many 
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enemies, but none seem to have discovered 
any flaw in him other than too much .zeal 
against their corruptions. The testimony 
of his contemporaries show Sweden borg as 
always free even from eccentricities. Apart 
from his diaries (an explanation of which his 
own philosophy suppl ies), the evidence of 
temporary insanity is based upon malicious 
gossip, which does not bear dissection. 
His fondness for coffee-stretch as you 
may the effects of that beverage-does 
not explain matters. As Dr. Wilkinson 
wittily observes, you " cannot pour the 
Aretma or Diarium out of a coffee-pot!" 
And so far from being nervous and weak 
in mind or body he was endowed with 
a hardy constitution, which was never 
impaired by excesses, or by the anxieties 
of daily toil, deficient resources, sickness, 
hypochondria, and other worries that 
drive ordinary mortals crazy. On the 
contrary, he had a calm, placid disposi­
tion, led an active, laborious, cheerful 
life, travelling continually; composed all 
his works and conducted his literary 
business unaided ; enjoyed the friendship 
of his King and fellow-statesmen; dis­
cussed politics in the Senate; memorialised 
his government upon financial and other 
weighty matters, and maintained the dig­
nity of a high position in public and private 
life. "' And an organised and powerful con-
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spiracy in his own country utterly failed 
to convince his fellows that he was either 
mad, unreasonable, excessively heretical, 
or anti-scriptural. Hi::. conversation and 
dress revealed no hallucinations. His 
speech was never the excited ravings of 
a zealot: it was calm, deliberate, and 
impressive. The style of his composi­
tion has been truly described as "dry, 
hard, logical, and as full of repetition 
as the solution of a mathematical pro­
blem. He splits up every proposition 
into a certain number of subordinate 
topics, and slowly works his way through 
them all, piling up proof and illustration 
as , he goes along. The most glorious 
angel or the most terrible fiend never 
disturbe the serene equanimity of his style. 
He remains a cool observer, a strict analyst, 
a scrupulously accurate recorder, whether 
in heaven or hell, or in the world of spirits." 
We have never read works so free from 
enthusiasm or the play of the imagination 
and so barren of literary and poetic adorn­
ment. They are indeed rough hewn, and 
need some" dressing" to become popular. 
All his teachings, however, converge into 
two-the Supreme Divinity of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and Love to the neighbour. 
High as Swedenborg soars, he never loses 
himself; his philosophy is based upon 
natural"' phenomena, his doctrines- arc 
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constructed out of the "letter " of the 
Scriptures. His key to Scriptural Inter­
pretation is an ancient science revived. 
It cannc;>t be s~tid to be either arbitrary 
or fanciful, f'lince Swedenborg uses in his 
last works the same equivalents to explain 
similar terms appearing in his earliest 
volumes, although between them there is 
an interval of twenty-three years. The 
Science of Correspondences does not only 
unfold revealed mysteries, but the relations 
of end, cause and effect, substance, form, 
and use. It discovers the Source of Life, 
discloses its innumerable envelopments 
and manifestations, both in Nature and 
the Bible, and marries Science to Religion. 
Surely the key that unlocks all the secrets 
of the universe must be the Master's I 
Swedenborg only gives the first principles 
of this science ; the man has yet to come 
who will formulate it and give 'it a posi­
tion amongst the sciences. 

Swedenborg's relations of things heard 
and seen in the spiritual world have earned 
for him the term mystic and Spiritualist. 
Because he speaks of a land we have not 
seen and cannot see, shall we call him 
names and shut our ears ? Such a position 
may suit those who fancy that nothing 
more can be known than is known of the 
other life, and are satisfied with such 
ignorance. But the exposition of a mystery 
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is its death, and most of us look forward 
to a time when this mother of abomination 
and superstition shall cease to exist. In 
bringing down to our comprehension the 
nearness of heaven to earth and the reality 
of the future life Swedenborg has done 
well. As to his Memorabilia generally, they 
abound with the most extraordinary state­
ments-it would be wonderful were it not so. 
But it appears that every statement, whether 
made in his earliest or his latest work, is 
perfectly comprehensible according to the 
fundamental principles he himself lays 
down. There is throughout nothing 
flighty, confused, contradictory, or erratic 
in the relation, and though. we may not see 
the explanation we cannot but feel the 
author is master of the situation. It is 
this wonderful consistency of purpose in 
Swedenborg that seems to us to belie the 
accusation that he was a mere spirit­
medium. He it was, we remember, who 
predicted some eighty years before the 
occurrence, the rise of Spiritism-conse­
quent upon an inroad of vagrant spirits 
into the earth plane of the spirit-world, 
and he frequently warns his readers 
against it and them. Modern Spiritism is 
degraded in the bad company it keeps, in 
its feeble morality and uncertain doctrine, 
and in its anti-scriptural tendencit:s. If 
the Church fails to satisfy man's cravings 
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to know more of the life beyond the tomb, 
Spiritism brings no help, for the dicta of 
one spiritarecontradicted by the next, and 
nerves and brains are worn into hypochon­
driacal attenuation in the endeavour to 
fashion any coherent system of ethics out 
of spirit-messages. 

Whether, however, Swedenborg be or 
be not a true Seer, the Apostle of a New 
Spiritual Christianity, the herald of the 
Re-generation, as Luther was of the Re­
formation of the Church : all this is matter 
for individual judgment, and the purpose 
of this sketch is answered in supplying the 
materials for such a judgment, or at least 
indicating where they may be found. For 
his admirable qualities and worthy life we 
have learned to respect Swedenborg. The 
list of those who have appreciated his 
genius daily grows more numerous. In a 
work recently published, entitled Letters and 
Social Aims, Ralph Waldo Emerson makes 
the following remarks :-"The most remark, 
able step in the religious history of recent 
ages is that made by the genius of Sweden.· 
borg, who described the moral faculties and 
affections of man with the hard realism of an 
astronomer describing the suns and planets 
of our system. . . . Swedenborg had a vast 
genius, and announced many things true 
and admirable, though always clothed in 
somewhat sad and Stygian colours [?]. 
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These truths, passing out of his system into 
general circulation, are DOW met with every 
day, qoalifying the views and aeeds of all 
churches and of mUt of DO church." There 
is no doubt that Swedenborg has outlived 
neglect, contempt, and ridicule which 
would have extinguished a lesser light. 
It is possible, if the signa of the times 
mean anything. that some day men will 
wonder how they have lived so long in 
the shadow of such a genius and not 
known him, and will hurry to set up a 
pedestal for him amongst the tombs of 
the departed great. But that would be 
no honour to such a man. His books are 
his best monument, and it would seem 
that the Swedenborg Society are erecting 
this with the perseverance that begets 
success. And Swedenborg himself would 
say, "Since man is a recipient of love 
and wisdom, which are his life, from the 
Lord, it follows that all that man does 
from thence is from the Lord, to whom 
alone the praise is due." Not Paul; not 
8wcdenborg, but CHRIST I 
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Tlte Story of Jouph: Its Moral and Spiritual .lasons. 
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regenerate to the Regenerate State. By the Rev. Dr. BAYLEY. 
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Sermons, Expository and Practical. By the Rev. WILLIAM 
BRUCE. Foolscap Svo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 
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Svo, cloth, 2s. 
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forth in the early portions of Genesis, Critically Examined and 
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The Injinik and tk Finite. By THEOPHILUS PARSONS. 
Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 45. 
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cation. Illustrated by six plates. By the Rev. D. G. GOYDER. 
Sixth Edition. Crown Svo, cloth, 2s. 
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Posthumous Papers: being Sermons, Short Essays, and Re­
flections and Maxims. By the Rev. 0. P. HILLER. Foolscap 
Svo, cloth, 2s. 6d •. 

The Cares of the World. By JoHN WEBSTER HANCOCK, 
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Light on Lift: Essays. By ROBER1' R. RoDGERS. Post 
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By A. J. LE CRAs. 8vo, cloth, ss. 

Microcosm i or, The Earth viewed as a Symbolic Record of the 
History and Progressive Life of Man. By ROBERT R. RODGERS. 
Second Edition, foolscap 8vo, cloth, Is. 6d. 

The Elements of Character. By MARY G. WARE. Post 
8vo, cloth, 3s. · 

Death and Lift. By MARY G. WARE. Post 8vo, cloth, 3s. 

Tlu Rdigion of Good Sense. By EDWARD RICHEW. Third 
Edition, small crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 
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M. BRAYLEY. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 

The Correspondence of the Animals of the Bible. By the 
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The Church of flu New jerusalem: A New Dispensatiofl of 

Divine Truth. By the Rev. CHAUNCEY GILES, 2d. 
Who are these New Church People 1 To which is added a 

Week of Prayer. By the Rev Dr. BAYLEY. 2d. 
Tlu Daily Reading of a Portio11 of the Sacred Scripture. By 
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Modern Spiritism itz the Light of the New Church. By the 

Rev. Dr. TAFEL. 2d. 
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Crmtafion consid"ed in Reference to the Resurrection. By a 
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T!te Doctrine of " Substitution" Impartially Examined. By 
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SPIERS, !d. 

"9'".,,,Google !"" 



8 bOOKS PUbLISHED BY JAMES SPEIRS. 

The Resurredion of the Lord. By the Rev. CHAUNCEY 
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The Resurredion of Man. By the Rev. CHAUNCEY GILES. 
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The Saft Compass: Being Sparkles of Glory from the 

Spiritual Sun. Id. 
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